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Wikipedia’s Gender Gap 

•  Content gender gap: 
•  Systemic bias issue  
•  Affects all language Wikipedias 

•  Editor gender gap:  demographics 



WiR’s origin story 

•  July 2015 
•  Wikimania Mexico City 
•  Roger Bamkin (user:Victuallers) and  

Rosie Stephenson-Goodknight (user:Rosiestep) 
•  Scope 

•  women's biographies 
•  women's works 
•  women’s issues 

•  Objective:  turn "redlinks" into "blue links".  
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By May 2015 

•  18 July 2015 - 31 May 2016: 
•  19,300+ new articles within its scope  
•  2,800+ project Talkpage posts. 

 
•  According to the WikiProject Council (19 May 2016): 

•  Women in Red is the most active WikiProject on a 
specific subject matter  

•  It is the third-most active WikiProject overall with 142 
active participants 



Percentage of women’s 
biographies in… 

1957 – 3.6% 
Rodríguez, Ramón 
Armando, 1957. 
Diccionario Biográfico, 
Geográfico e Histórico de 
Venezuela (in Spanish), 
Madrid, Spain. 
 

January 2015 – 15.5% 
June 2016 – 16.34% 
English Wikipedia 



“… There are many Wikipedian communities whose goal it is to 
increase the coverage of women’s biographies, for instance: 
WikiProject Women Scientists, Art+Feminism, and Women in Red, 
just to name a few.  One concern of these organizations is if their 
editing efforts are making a large scale impact on Wikipedia.  
Fortunately, WikiProject Women in Red keeps metrics of how many 
biographies they add on a monthly basis, and we were able to 
conduct a cross-correlation between the time-series of monthly 
number of biographies created by Women in Red, and the number of 
female biographies added to English Wikipedia. The correlation 
between these activities is 0.657, which indicates a positive link.”   
 
Max Klein, et al. (2016), “Monitoring the Gender Gap with Wikidata 
Human Gender Indicators”. ) 





Editors 

•  Globally distributed (virtual) community of women and 
allies, many of whom are polyglots 

•  Coordinators 
•  Project members 
•  Mailing list members 
•  Event participants 
•  Contributors 
•  Commons  |  Wikidata 



Virtual Meet-ups 

•  Determine objective(s) 
•  Define scope 
•  Organize people 
•  Affiliate with a 

partner? 
•  Optimize timing 
•  Pre-event deliverables 
•  Choose tools 
•  Project management 
•  Post-mortem 

evaluation 

•  Branding 
•  Theme 
•  Meetup page 
•  Redlists 
•  Communications Plan 
 



Invitations 



Thank you barnstars 



Talkpage templates 



Social media 



Partner 



Women in Green 

•  July 2016 
•  Founded by user:Dr. Blofeld and user:Rosiestep 
•  Wikimania Esino Lario 
•  Sister project of Women in Red 
•  Focus: article improvement task force 
•  Scope: women’s biographies, women’s works, women’s 

issues 
•  Why Women in Green? Green is a designation on English 

Wikipedia for “Good Articles” 



Mutual goals 

Women in Red 
•  Address content gender gap 
•  New article creation 
•  Article improvement 

•  Intersection: 
•  Safe-space collaboration 
•  Empowerment through technology 

•  Inclusive community of women and allies 
•  Connect the stovepipes across language groups 
•  Collaboration: 
•  Off-wiki sites (social media) 
•  Partner organizations 

Women in Green 



@Rosiestep 
User:Rosiestep 

 

THANK YOU 
 
QUESTIONS? 


