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Data

● Established: 2001
● Contributions:

○ 62 millions articles in 326 languages
○ 6.7m articles in English Wikipedia
○ 0.23m articles in Greek Wikipedia 
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The purpose of Wikipedia
«Imagine a world in which every single person on the planet is given free 

access to the sum of all human knowledge. That's what we're doing. 
(Jimmy Wales, founder of Wikipedia)
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How does Wikipedia work?
● Everyone can contribute

● No paid editing

● Everything is decided “by consensus”

● Additional roles are decided by the community itself

● Crowdsourcing is the act of taking a job traditionally performed by a 

designated agent (usually an employee) and outsourcing it to an 

undefined, generally large group of people in the form of an open call. 
(Howe, 2008)
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The 5 pillars of Wikipedia
Wikipedia is an encyclopedia

Wikipedia is written from a neutral point of view

Wikipedia is free content that anyone can use, edit, and distribute

Editors should treat each other with respect and civility

Wikipedia has no firm rules
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Trust
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Wikipedia for World Heritage
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The gender gap
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Gender declaration on Wikipedia
The editors are mainly male
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The participation problem

80% of the editors that defined their gender are male.

Wikimedia User Group Greece had no active female members in January 2016.
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Gender declaration on Wikipedia
The editors are mainly male
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The content problem
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The content problem

Greek Wikipedia has few articles, especially articles concerning women's issues. 

A strong feminist movement existed in the country during the late seventies and it 
raised many serious issues concerning women's reproductive rights (abortions, 
free contraception), sexuality and prostitution. Despite its struggles against the 
traditional roles of woman in the Greek family and its serious impact in Greek 
society, there is still not even one article written in Wikipedia about it.
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The Question of Knowledge
● Access to information is power
● The control of information is of strategic importance
● The view of History is not subjective, not gender neutral
● The way articles are written leads to conclusions (even indirectly)
● Social power is reflected on the articles
● “Wikipedia is sexist. Women lack confidence. Women have less spare time. 

Women have problems with the editing interface. Editing is tedious. Women 
have fewer opportunities to develop social relationships than on other 
websites”. (New York Magazine)

● Wikipedia is a field of debate.
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From gender gap to gender bias
Lack of women editing articles leads to:

● Sexism in the article content
● Articles that mainly satisfy male interests
● Male view in a series of questions
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Wikipedia and sexism
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Wikipedia and sexism
…Even when the articles are there, they are often skewed to reflect gender 
imbalances. A study conducted by MIT last year showed that in pages about 
women, gender is overly-emphasised, using an unnecessarily high number of 
words such as 'female', 'woman' or 'lady'. What’s more, there’s often an obvious 
focus on their ‘personal lives’ and families – not always the case in articles about 
men.

[...] Student Emily Temple-Wood discovered one of the most well-known instances 
of sexism on Wikipedia, identifying more than 4,000 female scientists - including 
fellows of the Royal Society - who did not have a page on the site, while obscure 
male scientists had dozens of paragraphs written about them.
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Wikipedia and sexism
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Wikipedia’s hostility to Women
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The use of the word “cunt”
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The females as victims of attacks by males
In talk pages:

● Female users are often victims of attacks based on their gender
● Gender is often used as tool to insult and impose male power against females
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Wikipedia: Something more than just an Encyclopaedia
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We need you!
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Open questions
● Can we change Wikipedia in a way that does not reproduce the sexist 

stereotypes?

● Should women write on Wikipedia?

● Why Women Don’t Edit Wikipedia?
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Some ideas
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Workshops - Meetings, talks, round tables
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gendergap.wikimedia.gr
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Questions?
I will be happy to answer to your questions 
and listen to your suggestions!
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Thank you!
● Marios Magioladitis would like to thank the Wikimedia Community 

User Group Cyprus and Anna Prodromou for their invitation
● All the images are available in Wikimedia Commons
● The slides of the talk are available in Commons and in 

https://ionio.academia.edu/MariosMagioladitis/
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