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AY OUTLINE OF THE CONVTRSATION ERTWAAN SOHCLiE NISTER MATSUOKA

M"-‘

Toreign Minister MATSUSKA sorited Jormen Ambessador OTT and they had a

conversation batwezsn 5 and 6.4C Fi on Ausust 1, ;'-"ig, the gist of which
is ns followe:

s+ NI informed you. th: 2ther dar that no talking would be
necessary betweer I-nas orld Gerusar, =oT you -nd me. My f2¢.103,
howewver, isjuat oo »o1 imcvy, e a3 1 mentioned iv the other day, I am
neithor pro-Cerman nor wro-rivasl, dut, so 1o spesk, pro-Japaiese. S0
that I dare to omncse Yo Taclt ol leevins ovr deotiny to =ny forelgm
country or foreisuer. But I thipk tiat Tuehrer HITLTR and Ioreign Minister
of the Reich must know tha fact 28 wcll as lour Bxcelieacy knows it, that
I am one of the prorowora sud originatora of the Jepanecse-German Anti-
Comintern pect. Leter, wher the prollem of the Jevaneae-German Militery
Alliance occurred, ycn saw Iy attiitde and I think it is unrecessary 10
explain neither my fecliug nor my standnoint for Germany ~nd Iltaly
repeatedly. As you may £ind out eneily, both the governmeat and the
people have inclined to a‘reagthen the mower of the Axis, but it is not
decided vet in the cabinet council. I cannot versuade Fremier KOROZ and
other members of the cabinet, unless I know at leagt the ouitline of
Garmany's intcntion or attitude to the thousht I embrece before it will
be cerried out. In other words, I am very anxious to ¥now what the
Gorman attitude is on my point of view, or 1 am sCrry to sav that I can hardly

carry it out.”

OTT:,"It mey ba netural dut I went to lnow whatl Japen is moing to do.
¥Without knowinz it concretely, I think Sorlin can not answer you'.

MATSTOLA: " I hete, as you know, to use diplomatic or sugrestive terms
and I rar expyeoss my thousht frealy. Jacan ic intending to estzblish

s new orier of Oreater Zast Asia, as mrde alreedy pudlic by the Japanese
Governmoat, in 2 circle of Japan, Manchoulmio ~nd chine including the

South Sere, ond wishes the liberation and freedon of all n=tiona &nd reces
in the sphere, end thus is pleanning to increase thelr mutual And common
profit aiminz at co-prosverity. Sneekins in the other way, 1 opvose sub-
jumation and exploitation. I obtject to them even if made by Japan. Of
course, some Jananese mry be planzinsg to subjugate and erploit these regions,
but they are tausht to do so by some Xuropean3 and Americans, and 80,

they are those influenced by America end Furope. I onwvose ebsolutely these
r~"8 yhether they misht he done by Jananeae or Furopean and American powers.
I have determined to resist and dispule if Japan would dare to commit such
deeds. There sre fairly meny Japanege who have the same opinion 28 mine,
that ie, to wish all the people to et mutual and common aavantages &ncd to
ettain mutual prosperity. Japen does not refuse to have these reciona
antered dr Furopeans and Americans, nor will expel them from the sphere.

I bdelieve thie very princinle will bring immediatrly a large profit to
Americans end Puropesns too. You may have eome doubt in what I said,
surverinz the present China Incident superficially, but if enoush tinme

is ~iven, Japar will realize surcly this idea 2s well in China.
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"ow, 28 I believe, Japan can manase dy herself in what conceras
Ohine, and I didn't question Gorrany edout it. Eut I would like to Know
vhat attitude Germary will assume tivards the sforecited Jevencse ideel
or course On the South Se=ag? innt will Gormaayr want to fein in the
South Seas? And whint focs Gewmear want and wast cen it do as regerds
Russo-Jepanesc raloitione? s Tor tho AmEr.Colr JeROneER relc ticne, 1 always
think the futu—e urrli civilinat-eon will Deleng to the Pueific civilization
in which, I Dclinve, both Javen end Americs ~11? rlay &raat roles, and so
the relation hebweor nebtl cousivias ix 2n important matler aifecting a
gorious influcnzc on Lomrrrovis hram Dalnos, I w'.sh 40 know what Gormeny
wishes to 60 towird =whoab che con 3o ax »rob ehe roguests of America or
Japan from this cv2oll TieasGLLT, Iat, eocentin: this for the »resent,
as it i8 2 too lerze =% tor Lonoavmt & moclien I owant 19 kow wnet Germany
wishes to 4o bcar i <res’oa vk wiat vhe con do For the ecke of Japan in
the preeaent situsticn in the relasiorn uvetwesn Japor and Arerica which you
well know".

OTT: "It is guite nasural of yorr oninion, but I weat to mow, firet of
all, of vour mes~aine of the Hounds of tio Sovth Socaal,

MATSUOK: " In my perscual opinion, I include as “ar as Siam for t-
present in the ophare, Lut it may be entarded by anc v in the fuiure

=

according to any charge of alrcurmstencos.”

OTT: MMhis is mr Horsoral oninicn ton. L8 T2 the South Scee, Gerrmany

hee three dbig viewpcinis. ot 18 novw i the war agsainst Great Britair,
but there is e norzibility ¢ develewinz into a war spaiast wacls SJri‘ish
Proire (war of dss*royins~ the Zxllisn Wroire) in Sthe fatnra. Tae Louil
Seas, for Gerunry, rusi be e@cen rom this point of view., Tals is (1)
Cermany must consider what should be dena £33 her, with the Scuth Scas,
whon the war deveions ©c such catditions, (2) just what things 224 how muca
should be nocesasry to be regquired, (3) after nll, the prcblom depends
woon the Germrn attitulde of how to settle and how to kesn her with Japan
~nd the South Sces Lookins from such a droad sinndnoint nt the war a-ainst
Britain, the Chirs Incident is simmly en incident, isn't i3? Aad I think,
too, 2part from this worldwide confusion #nd moven nt, tae Chine Ircident

cennot he solved. Ton't rou thianis so?"

MATSUOXA: ™ I thinl I een norec with the last pert of your personal opinlons,
and once sent & discourse ¢ that fact to a megrzine. At nresent, £s you
know, most of our nesnle resexd the Chira Incidrnt as one of the mest urgent
natters to be scitlad. I, as Foreisn Minisiler, cennot help consiceriag

the oninion of sur veople. The China Ircidert forms a »art of the world-
wide coanfueion indecod. Eowever, it is tha s=ava cucstion for Japen to
disvose of.M

OT": " How does Jepen internd to settle China?™

MATSUOZA: " To Ynock CEIANG XAI-SFED do'm commletcly is intended".
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no other ~eans thon to

confer witx CEIANG,
Viewnoint. I

= himw down becavse of the Japanese characterigtic
thizk, at Prescnt, he hag tn be subiusmted thorouahly.

, At any rete, hewever, I bel
DOver alone, is able to 8ettle the China Incident. ™

but there ig

ieve

OTT: "But, 4n “anaginz the China I

icident, I think Japan shoulad lay emvhasis
in taking Soviat—?:en;a as g reaaonably'cravn.prohlem.
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motives, at lragt,
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and wishes to develop enterpriscs there. Ther-fore, in this respect,
Japan is pleced in the sane position snd hee the scne idea =8 Germany.
Howevar, in the newspapers thecse last two OT three days there is news
statine as if the Americens are in a high paseion t0 participate into the
wer. Waht is vour opinion ahout 1t?

0T+ "Germeny has collected suthentic information ebout the United

Stotes: 80 it 18 srouncless that the Amcricans ere in a high passion 10
perticinate into the wur. Reasentiv President ROOSTVELT has been brought
to ay. T think Your Mxcellency has resd the interview of Tuehrer FITLER
wvith WIRGAND: from Germany's poiat of view, the rerson why FNITLTR has
given him an intervr_ew was thet, ~s the Amarican oecple are getting still
more opposed to ihn poliefy of the Preaident who wishes tO have the United
States participated into the war ane to keep away of the oregident's policy,
¥ITLFR has eiven an interview 0 an Amarican oressmen with the view of
enlarging the gap between the Preeident ~nd American people. The relation
betweer Germany end the United States 1s not necessarily deterioratec; it
will be rather improvecd.

MATSUOXA: M"Br the wev, regarding vour request through Mr. X bearing on
(1) transportation of goods throuzh Manchoultuo, Siheria end Soviet Russia
to Germany, (2) the esrliest apttlement of the Germens' demages in China,
(3) the control of snti-German articles in newepapers written in Buzlish |,
at today'e cadinet council, 211 +he ministere concerned decided to meet
your wishes in principle. And so, Tou needn't to go back to Barlin.

HYowover, 'Red Tape' is inevitable in every country snd there mey be delay
in Bringinz it into effect, and I wish vou will understand that. I will
mannce for nysclf the items (1) and (2) especiall (1) and, as to ),

my under-ofiiciale have entored into consultestion with those of other
ministers concerned.”

Ambaseador OTT has bhrouzht the German Vemorandum bearing on those
three casee and handed it over to MATSUOXA »nd £t the same time ano ther
memorandum concerningz Japanese officials in Americen continent who hesitate
to cive certificates to the Germen nationals who .ave no connection with
German military to repatriate to rermary oné asked MATSUQXA toO teke friendly
measuree. MATSUOYA replied thet he would soon take measuraes to do nis besi
by conferring with fellow membare of the cabinet, especially with the
Minister of Communicetione and =1so £ive inatraction to the authorities
concerned ebroad.

Furthermore, in reference to the Itelian f{saion, Ambaseador
OTT said: "I am displeased with this FKission, 2s I firmly believe that
it hos been sent by Japan to aliennte Germany from Italy. It is quite
natural that Ambassador SaT0, who hes been thousht unfriendly towards
Germeny, siould not be treated well in Germany, when he droowed in there on
his return from Italy". MATSUOFA said that he himeelf heard such 2 rumor
tut he did not believe it and that he laughed il awey ridiculous when he
meard that rumor. But OTT did not secn to e convinced of MATSUOKA's denial.
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and Anbasssdor OTT 821d "Since I have arrived here as imbasasdor
to J2pen, what I hag felt hns deen entirel; unpleasnnt. Intil now VASUNMI-
GASTHI hae disrcearded Germeny and naver miven settlemont

8 10 the gnuestion
Germen Imbasey hed tnrned over. For soma of them, even a renly hns not

been ~iven. - ney he sufficicnt reason to be crllac barck home by
oy goverament. £nd you Mnve never siven me the chance 2 see vou except
on businesse eond I nave heen trestad infericr to Sritish and the United
Statcs anbassadorg: I take this for an unendur=hle insult. In spite of

such conditions the German Government hes 8Tiil a little hope in me =nd g
A0t c~lled me dac!: home till to-day?,

Turthermore [IATSD L
the Jeypcnase fequeet for ¥ a Ind & which is adsolutely Neceesary
2R Urqsent potter <

millitery operctions in the borderland of French
Indo~China =nd as he cupnosed that +h- “rench Governrant nisnt rofor this
matter to the CGerman Fovarament, he aszec OIT to cadle to tha Ferman
Government to persuande the french Government 0 neceont the Japenese

reouest without hesitation 14 tiat ceme, or 3¢ 10t referrad, to son

™ FI‘(‘.HC?." G-'}VG i'nment.

the intention of the Cermen Fovermnent to th

Ambnssacdor omT reniied that e woula 80on telesranh 80,




Statenent of Source and Authenticity
I, Eg;eshi Kaoru , hereby certify that I am of-

ficially connected with the Jeponese Government in the follow-

ing capacity: +he Archives Section, Japanese Forelgn

Office and thet as such official I have custody of the

document hereto atteched consisting of 12 pages, dated

Aaugust 2 , 1940, end described =s follows: Outline of the

conversation on August 1, 1940, between Foreign Minister
MATSUOKA and German Ambassador UTT o

I further certify that the attached record and document 1s
an official document of the Japanese Government, and that 1t

is part of the officlal srchives and files of the following

namned ministry or department (specifying also the file number

or citetion, if any, or any other officiel designation of the

regular location of the docunent in the archives or files):

Foreign Ministry
Signed at Tokyo on this

6th day of September, 1946, s/ K, Hayashi
Signature of Officlal

SEAL
Witness: (sé Nagaharu odo
Official Cepacity

Statement of Officila Procurenent

I, Richard H, Larsh , hereby certify that I am asso-

cisted with the Generzl Headquarters of the Supreme Cormander
for the Allied Powers, and that the above described document

was obtained by me from the above signed officiel of the Japa=-

nese Government in the conduct of my of ficial business.

Signed at Tokyo on this

éth day of Sept., 1946. /s/ Richard HE Larsh

/5/ Je A, Curtis
Witness: 2d Lt, nvestigator
Official Capacity
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Stotement of Source £nd ‘uthenticlty
I, Heyoshi Kzoru _, hereby certify that I oam officially

connected with the Jrp~rnese Government in the following copacity
Chief of the "rchives Section, Jop~nese Foreign Office
end thet 2s such officirl T have custody of the document hereto

attached consisting of 12 ponges, deted_  Jugust 2 , 1940 ,

and described os followsﬁ Outline of the conversection on -Au

ust 1, 1940, between Foreizn Minister IIATSUOKA 2and German fm-

bassador OTT « I further certify that the ottached record

and docunent is an official document of the Japenese Government,
and thet it is pert of the official archives and files of the
following nemed ministry or depertment (specifying 2l1sc the

file number or citation, if 2ny, or 2ny other officlal designa-
tion of the regular locetion of the document in the archives

or files): Foreign Ministry U, e

Signed at Tokyo on this

6th dey of September, 1946,

S EAL

Witness:
Officinsl Capacity

I, Richerd H., Loarsh , hereby certify thet I am asso-
ciated with the General Headgquarters of the Supreme Commander
for the Allied Powers, and that the 2bove described document
was obtained by ne from the 2bove signed cofficial of the Jepa-
nese Government in the conduct of nyv cfficial business.

Signed at Tokyo on this
6 dey of Sept., 1946, S RichaﬁTﬁ%;”Larsh

Witnhess: J. A. Curtis, 2d Lt,. Investigator, IPS
~ Officisl Capacity




