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I, TCliI74, Kenji, maks oath £nd say as followis:

i I was Chiaf Cabinet Sacrotury in the Second ard Third
FONCYE Cubinats.

' In tho uunqar of 1940, som¢ time cfter the Iormation of
the S<cond KEQOITOYE Cuvinet, I went to Gunarsl LLKI by order
nf Presmisr EONQYZ, to sk him to be & Cobinet Councillior,
but ae¢ dozlined the offcr.

There were tuwo i*e¢gsons why Gunoeral .RaKkI dozlinsd tha
post of Cebinct Councillor. Mirst, nc oppossd the ustcob- I
lishnunt of the Impzric) Rulz ossistince assocliction. |
SaconAdly, hu oppnsed the 2onclusion o the Triportits
L11l§ -f 2etweon Jopin, Germsny ond Italy.
Gerercl LRUKI's opposition cgeinst tha forawtion ni the
Imparicl Rule assistance Lssosiction waeg based on tha follow-
ing ground; Tit¢ provailing politiszsel jirtissns' attitude |
2ould ot ulways u: pproviéd. osut tile Impariul Rule Lssis-
tince .s8so02iction wes seid to sim ¢t sstablishiug ona porty |
for tiiv whol¢ notion rajesting zo=-existoenscy of difrerant
v politict]l pertics. DProbebly it would lsed to d2spntic cuto- |
. srasy, depriving evuery coné of kis freedom to sxpruss his own
opinion. It would bo ecgeinst the spirit of the Constitution
and Eoperor IMMIJI's intentions wacn he dozlired thtt all
meesures of govirnmont should be decidad by publiz opinion.
It would be & sSystem contrary to the structurce of the stite
tnd tliv august will of the Empcror. That woe his reason for S
opposition. Ict:r it wes z2lerified thoet the Impoerisl Rule
W8sistances nssosiction was nnt ¢ politiccl put 2 publie
tssoziation. Eut at thet time thit was not 2l1laar to tho
publiz. 350 wes his opinion.

Ho opposed the Triportite iLlli.nce betwesn Jupan,
| Curmany and Itely from.tls orlcln;l ideologizal stendnoint
thet niost of the Jupune )odors not only ovoer-sstimated
Thc roil strongti of Gurmmny but it cl:o confonundcd tanc idea
of our I0DC, (The Impariecl tay), vith that of the Cermon
totiliterianism, ond thoreforc thet tiac €lliance vwwas mis- K
, laading in el;rifiﬂation of Jepan's roucl stondpoint. Luore-
over, e absolutcly oppesed it Ifrom ais profcssionel military
stfndpoint that it would l.ad to yggrevoiting tn= feclings of
Lasrice apd orituin towerd Jepen with the resultant difricul-
ty of scttling thue Chine Incident so muzih so thut it mizht
probibly bocoiie incvituble tor Jepen GO wage war sgoinst 5
| americe snd Englend. y
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He sta ted the Imperial Rule Assistance Association as a domes-
tic problem and the Trirartite Ailirnca as sn international probl em
w ere both extremeiy important if'cr Jeapen. Confarances for settling thes
these probl ems ourh® 1o lhavs bear tunducted with utmost prudence.
But as they hed already becn decided, nis oninioa could a ffect them
no longere. Therefore, he said the post of a Cubinet Councillor was .-
meaningless.

"Premier KOIIOYE's opinion is in fact the same a s’vours.™ I
seid to him after hearing his opinions mentioned above, "Thourh
there a re some who want to found the Imperial Rule Acsistance Associ-
ation on totalitarianism like Na zism, the Premier rejects it becuuse
it might be & revival of the Shogunate, contra ry to the national
struoture of Japen. For the purpose of settling the China Incident
a t the earlicst date possible, however, not existent nolitical
parties but a nationwide orpganization is nocessary to suppress the
Armye Such a national orcanization the Imporial Rule Lssistanco
Aissociation 1s aining ats The Premior is far from considerine the
Tripartite Alliance as & means to hostilities apainst AmericA and
Britain a s sdme pooplc des He fundamentelly agroes with you,
Genoral ARALKI, as ho has an ardent dosire to settlo tho China
Incident as so2n as possiblee Thereiore we earncstlr ask vou to
acocpt the post of Cabinct Councillor by all means.”

After all my efforts in negrotiation, hs said he wag not sclf-
confident, under the preveiling objective circumstances, and could
not be persuaded to accept the poste From that time on nublic asso-
cia tion betweon Prince KONOYE and CGencral AVAKI wa s discontinucd
for the time being, though private intercoursc continucd, I remcumbore.

TOi.11L, Konii

Subscribed and sworn to before the under-signoed officor oy the
= e o= ._J, o ,

above-named TOMITA, Kenji, at the ar Ministey Duildines.  Tok--o

Japan, on this day of Aupus®t 19¢7,




