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HEADQUARTERS RESTRICTED
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
INTERROGATION NO: 214 PLACE: - - Fukuoka, - Kyushu

DATE: 31 @ctober 1945
Division of Origin: Military Analysis Division
SUBJECT: JaaF 1:2th Flying Division
personnel interragated and Background:

liaj. Gen. HABU Hideharu -- NOT a pilot; 1in danchuria as CO of 45th
Flying Regt at beginning of war; teok unit south to Hengkong briefly in
early 194<, returning to Manchuria; joined General Defense EQ, Toky,, APT
42, as staff officer; June 44 attached to Hokcda Training #flying Div; CO
of 15th Indep Flying Brigade, anshan, Man., Aug 44 - May 45; CG, 12th
Flying Hiv, Ozuki, Yamaguchl Ken, May 45 until end of war. Age: O0.

Maj HaiallO Munefusa -- CO of 83rd Indep Flying Sgdn, China, 1941~-42;
pilot, graduate of Military acadamy, Tokyo 1948 and of Navigation Training
Schcol (Hakujyoshi Hikce Gaklo), 200 kms of Tsitsihar, Man,; staff officer,
19th Flying Brig, May 44, transferring to 12th Flying Yiv when 19%h Brig
became 12th Div nn July 44 and became operaticns officer. Age: 3O

where Interrogated: TFukuoka Base Command, Fukucka, Kyushu.
Interrogators Capt. Chalmers M. Roverts, AC
Interpreter: Capt. Dow Parkes, MI

A1lied Officers rresent: Sqdn Lar mdward /. Bl-xhem, (RAF) MI
1st ot Drnald iieiklejohn, Ml

SUMMARY

Defense cf Anshan against B-290's including rammings; fighter defense
in ¥ Kyushu, divisicn of air defense responsibility in W Japan; fuel
shortages, intelligence nets, plans for defense against aAllied landing;

use of suicide aircraft and planned use in defense against Allied invasicn.
Annexes Attached:

1. "List of the air crews of the lzoth Flying Div," prepared on 28 Sent 1920.

5. M,igt of Unit preparations of the l<th Flying Div." prepared n 28
Segtember 19:=:0.

3. MAnalytic liset of preparation of perscnnel for the anti-aircraft unit

of the 12th Flying Div" prepared on <8 September 1940.
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.. hat was the nature of the work being done by the 15th Flying Brig atv
the time you were in Manchuriat
A, The niscion of the 15th FB was tc defend ANSHAN ageinst B-29 attacks.

Q. And what £lyingZ regiments or other units did you have with wnich 10

do this?

A, Originally the 15th FB had under its command the 70th Flying Regt. and
the 25th Indpt Flying Sgdn. Yowever, in November of last year, the
n0th went to Tokyo, and after that 2 new FR wes crganized 10 take 1its

—place -~ the 104th. That left the 104th FR and the 25tk FCS (Indpt

- Flying Sqdn) under my comrand. The 70th had ki-4<4 (Tojo)e The 25th FCS
had Ki-45(1Tick) and the 104th FR had Ki-8& (Frank). In may of this year,

~an additional FCS was put into the orgenizatirn - the 84th, whica had

a
<K$246 (Dinah).
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Did you at any time in the defense ageinst B-29s, order any npilots to
attempt to ram the B~29s in the air?

The ramming of B-29s by oilots was not a direct order from Headquarters
but was voluntarily oerformed by pilcts because their machine guns had
ne effect and they attempted this methcd instead.

How many rammings tock place?

Only four that I know of. There were many atiempts 10 ram, but because
the speed of our planes was nct sufficient they did n~t succeed. ‘Jhen
our planes were in front of the B-29s, the attempls generally met

with success.

In each case where a Japanese plane actually hit a B-29, was the B-29
briught down?

I kmow of one case in which a Japanese plane rammed a B-29 but failed
to destroy it, and no doubt there were cthers, but I dn not know Ifor
certain how many cr any detailss

Did the ramming -f B-29s ever become official Jepanese policy as did

the suicide attacks in the Okinawa and Philippines Campeigns?

In the cese of suicide plenes which flew intc ships, there were definite
orders stating that such missicns should be carried mty however, in

the ease of ramming olanes, there were no crders at any time that 1

kn-w of, either in Menchuri» or Japan. All cases were individuesl
actions on the nart of the pilcts.

Many timee the Japanese Radic brradecast references to jaterception of
B-29s in Menchurie by what was referred tc as the Menechurian Alr Force,
and indiceted there were Manchurians as well as Jepanese whr Were
flying aircraft. Vere there any such?

The Manchurien air Force was composed elmost entirely of Jepenese who
had gcne tc Jap-nese schools. There were smhnme Manchurians included;
however, it was nct possidble tc use them efficiently and thair part

in operaticons was negligible.

Why wasn't it possible tc usée them efficiently?

Because they weren't adequately trzined - they had not been to schools
in Japan. In addition to the inadequate training, there were racial
problems in that it wes necessary to make most oI tae officers of the
Manchurian Air Force Japanese and the NCO's and soldiers were usually
Manchurizns. (Gen, BaBU implied that tc have a Manchurian cofficer 1in
charge of Japanese erews would be undesirabdle.)

The Manchurizn air Force you speak cf - was it an actual crganization,
or wes that a way of referring to the Manchurians in the 2nd Air Aarmy?
1 am not clear on that subject. There was some relationship between
thenn, but I am not sure what it was.

Did you have adeguate aircraft to defead against B-29 attacks:

For the most part, the Manchuriern air Force was using antiquated
planes. The Japanese handed cver to them a few Xi-458, but I believe
thore weren't more than 10 Ki-45s used by the Manchurian Ailr rorce.
About twelve pilots from the Manchurian Air Force were trained 1in
flying the Ki~45e in the Japanese =25ta Indpt Flying Sqdrn.

What warning was received in Menchuria f approeching B-29 attacks?

The warning system that was used when B-~29g left bases south of the
Yellow River was as followe: In Jadanese nccupied arcas in Chine
forward of the B-29 airfields, therc were lookouts gstationad., These
lockouts, when the plenes left the field, would telephone that fact.,
However, they could nct tell the dircetion of flight from their peoints,
The telephcone messages were received at Tsinan, Iaere were also such
lookouts in Japenese nccunied areas in the TJaiyuan area. Such l1n-kouts
upon seaing planes would telephone to two ooints - Tsinan and reiping.
However, from Tsinan and Peiping, the intelligence was sent by wireless
to Menchuria.

Did the Japanese have any lookout personnel with wireless sets in the
immediate area of B-29 fields in the Chungking and Chengtu areas?
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INTERROGATION MO, ...i Cont'a.,

A. The plenes could not be seen by any lockout personnel until they reached
112°E. At that point we would have lockout perscnnel stationed.

Q. What other scurce »f intelligence did you have of B-29 activity?

4. e rececived intelligence from Japanese units stationed in bBurme, about
B-29 ojerations in going back and forth between India =nd China. When
they saw large numbers of planes from India going into China, theay
estimat-d that in two or three days there would be attacks in certair
arecas of Jepan or Maachuria. There units in Bruma would see the planes.

G. Hew did the unite in Burre obtain that information?
A. The informosion sent from Burma was derived from viewing the planes -
the northernmost units would see the plancs in flight.

: Q. Did you reccive any intelligence from the Japanese Nevy on this B-<29
activity!l
A. Koo

Q. Was there no infermation from the Nevy via Tokyo?

A. I received notaing dircetly from the FNavy. all my information 1in ljanchurila
came from General Defense Hg in Tokyo and I do nct know on whet that
was based excent for that oreviously described. I received tne intelligence
through the Japanese Arnmy in Manchuria (the Kwantung Army) rather than
directly from lnokouts by radic.

Q. What damage was dene in Manchuria by the B-29 attecks?

A. In July »f 1944, B-29 attacks damaged the Anshan Steel Works and des-
troyed 30% of the works. At Mukden, there was an aircraft factery whica
was the terget of the B-29's, but the damage was very elight - 1t was
under 10%.

Q. What aircraft were they meking at Mukden?

: A. The raid came when they had made the fusclages for the first four Ki-84s
(Frank). Two of those were destr-yed. After that the factory was disper-
sed. Because of the difficulty of transnortatirn between the p2ris of
the factory, no more Ki-84s were produczd. The Ki-27, an old type of
planc, was at one time manufactured doth in Japan and in Manchuria.
However, with the beginning of the war, the ocutput was stopoed and Ki-&3s
were made instead, but only in Japan.

Q. Were Ki-79s also made in Manchuria?
A. I do not kxnow about that. (Wote: It is known from other sources that
the trainer Ki-79 is a version of the obsolete fighter Ei-2%.)

&+ &S a result ¢f these raids in Manchuria, were any additicnal fighters
brought for defense from Japan?

A. In Auzust 1944, the 104th FR was newly established ia Manchuria and it

nad thirty-five planes. However, this was not a direct result of the

B-29 raids since at that time thore were almost no B-29 cperations 1n

Menchuria.

Q. Was there any shortage of gasoline 1n Manchuria while you were therel

A. The shortage of fuel in Manchuria was very severe. Originally there was
o sufficient amount, but muca of it was sent to Japan to be used there,
and there was therefore a shortage. All we had in lanchuria, was our o=

; iginal stcek. Since gasoline was not manufactured in Manchuria, the pro-

vlem continued to exist from the bsginning and through my neriod ~f sor-
vice there. There was never an scute enough shortage to affect combat
cperations, but training was severely restricted.

Q. What traininx ol air crews.was coing on in Manchuria during ycur period
there?

A. The pilcts Jjoined the FRs with very little combat training and received
cormbzt training in the FR. So far as I am aware, tiaere was 1o precliminary
flight training in Manchuria.

Q. When you tock over as Commanding General of the 12th Flying Div, what
was your general assigmment for that crganizati~n?
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At the time I became Commander of the 12th FD, I received no special

orders. However, my mission was to defend Northern Kyushu, ineluding
such places as Kokura and the Kammon Tunnel, ageinst air attacks. My
assignment was general air defense of Northern Kyushu.

At this time, was the 12th FD directly responsidle to General Defense
Headguarters?

At the time I came to Ozuki, in May 1945, the chain of command was as
follows: Imperial General Headquarters, 2nd General Army, Western Dis-
trict Army (or actually, the 16th Area army; both being the same organ-
ization). My unit was directly under the Western District army.

What was your relation at this time to the Sixth Air Army?

At the time I arrived in Ozuki, the 12th FD was a part of the Sixth

Alr Army. However, for defense operations 1t was directly under tae
Western District army, dbut on 10 June 1945, the command set-up was
changed and the 12th FD, instead of being directly under the Western Dis-
trict army, was put under the direct jurisdietion of the 6th Air Army.

And not directly under Air General Army (Kolu Sogun)1?
I was under the a4ir General Army, but not directly - the Sixth Alr Army
intervened until the end of the war.

What area was the 12th FD specifically responsible for defending when
you first came to Ozuki?

At the time I first came to Ozuki, the boundaries of my area of respon-
sibility were not clearly fixed. However, I was resprnsible for defen-
ding Kokura and the stecl plants concentrated in the Kokura-Yawata area,
plus the Shimonoseki Strait and ships in the adjoining waters and har-
bors.

When was your area cf command more specifically defined?
On July 10th.

And this divisicn was the one that obtained at the end of the war, and
the onc on which you would have cperated in defense against an Allied
landing?

Yes, this area that was defined at that time continued until the end
»f the war, and in case of 2 landing, would have remained in force.

What was the exact boundary of the area?

The boundary runs as follows: From Cape Ashizuri in Southern Shikoku,
forth to Imaharu; thence to Fukuyama, Honshu; then North to Daisen,

which is a few miles east of Yonago, on the north ccast of Honshu. Thence
north to include Nki Island. South-westward to include Tsushima and thence
westward alcng the 34th parallel to include Saishu. West of Saishu, the
line was not clearly draws between the 12th FD eand the forces 1n China.
The 12th FD was reeocnsible for all of KYUSHU. However. just shortly
vefers the war ended the 30th Flying Greoup (Sento Eikoshudan) was 1o
move into KUraldTO and its Headquarters was astablished there, but tae
force had not arrived at the time the war ended. Hed it arrived, a
boundary wevld have been established between the 1l2th FD and the 30th FC.
but since it didn't, no boundary was ever drawn. In case of 2 landing,
the 30th FC*® would have been resprnsidle for the defense of Southern
JYUSEU and the 12th FD would have been resp nsidle £or Northern XYUSEU
end the cther arezs elready described. When B-29 attacks were made, we
had ab.ut 30 minutes! warning in Southern SHIKOKU. Our units gt BOFU,
0ZUKI, =2nd ASHIYA cculd nrt efficiently intercept the B-29 attacks on
Southern KYUSHU, beecause with such shert warning, the B=-298 could hit
their targets before ocur planes could reach the arca. 1t was extremely
difficult, theref-re, for us to defend Southern KYUSHU against air att=cKe
Further, when B-29s appeared south of SHIXOKU, it was nnt ocssible to de-
termine their tere-t: somctimes it was 8outh KYUSEU; scmetimes 1t wes
Contral KYUSEU: somctimes OSaka, and sometimes the SHIMONOSHLL STl

area. Because we could not tell their target, we could not zo thers 1o
wait their arrivel, but had to stay at our bases to defend them agains?d
possible attack, and this further restricted our defensive operatilons.

The radius of effective operaticns did not extend as far as KUAaMOTO. A%
first the Nevy was respcnsible for the air defensc of Southern LYUSEU

but withdrew because ¢f heavy attacks, and at the end of the war there

main
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were no intercépter units in Southern Kyushu. Vavy Air BHeadquarters
noved from Kanoya to Oita. Units meoved from Southern Kyushu bases 10
Usa, Tsuiki and Omurz. hotes The GOC of 30FC stated in interview that
his role wes "offensive." Presumably, both «fficers mean the same thing
i.e. an offensive form of defense. .

Wnat was your working arrangement wita the Favy for gen~ral defense,
particularly with regard o the prcoarations for defense of Javen against
Alljed landings?

e worked in cooperation with Wavy Headquarters at Nita for defense
azainst air attack. The Javy was responsible for the Bungo Channcl,

fe were responsible for the snimonoseki Strait area, and the Navy was
resp-nsible for the defense of South Kyushu from Sasebo south, and also
£for the Bastern coast of Scuth Kyushu. In the cvent of Allizd landings
an Xyushu, Arny-Nzvy coopsration weuld have been carried out at the

level of the Sixth Air Army, rather than directly by my unite.

Would the urhits under the 12th FD have been used as suicide planes in
the event of a landing?
Yes: all wculd have been used in this manner.

Did you have any actual suicide units (TOKZOTAIL) subnrdinated o gou AR
additicn to your regular units?

Ves, I had special attack units under my jurisdiction which werc
oreanized by the Air General Arny an® sent to the 12tk FD.

In thc casc of units with aircreft agsigned to 12th FD, howv near was
actuel strength to aellotted atrength? |

The number of plancs did nct eome up 10 exonectations. In one reginent,
therc were 50 fighter plances. Under ny jurisdiction, there were the
f5llowing flyine regiments with the numbers ~f plan-s waich cach had
at the cnd of the wars 4th with 50, 7lst with 30, <7th with 40, 59th
with 40: thec 7let came frem the Philippinss and at the time of 1ts
arrival in Kyushu, 20 plancs were 11atted to ite The unit brought
no nlanes from the railippines.

Nf the numbers which you have givea for each of these units, how many
were actually serviceable or ready tc take off

Lth FR had 22 or 23 serviceable plencs in the Ko eategory; Tlst had
between 2 and 8; 47th had between 15 and <U, and 59th had betwecen 22 anc
26 a2t the beginning »f aAuesust 1940. AV the end of the war, the &th

FR had 12, 7lst FR had 2, 47th FR had 10, and 59th FR had 22 plancs

in Ko categary.

In additizn, y u had assigned to y-u two reconneissance light bomber
unita, thc 65%th and the 66th FRs, and one recnnaissance unit, the
A2pd FCS. Whnat were the figures £or thesc units?

The S3rd FCS was not under my jurisdicti-n. 1t was dircetly under the
siwth Air Army. The 65th and 66th TRg were under the 6th FB, which in
turn was under ny command, The 60th TR had 20 aireraft and the 6cth
had 15 — I think that was the figure - hoth at the beginnine of Au-
cust and the end of the war. A1l of these planes were in the W
catesaorye.

Tn additi-n t- these regular units, you had numerous spvecial attack
anits {(Tokize Tai) under your cnmrand 2% this timce. Can you 13

by aumber, and give the nurber f eircreft each had?

Thore wore 15 Tokks Tai with 6 olancs cach directly undcr the 18 T,
ond an additisnal 13 such units, nler with 6 »lanes, werc under the
6th FB which in turn was under the 12th FD. The tctel, thus, was o8
anits directly under my cimmanc &t the end of tho war.

How nmany other suicidc units under your e mrand werce cxpanded Pricr
t- the cad of the war? were

Nione of my special units/used $w gattacks, and thcrefrrc a%ne Wes
lest. The oncs that were usct were wnder the 6th Alr ArmMy.

Wwhat type of aircraft cid these 28 Trkke Tai havel :
yi-45, Ki-=3, Ki-6l, &i-5l, and ¥Ki-54. In additi n, there worce tralnllls
typces.
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» some spedial attack units as Shin Butai, did

the term have any bpecial significance?
A. &t the beginning, special attack units were called by various nanes,

INTERROGATION KO, '4 Contd

Q. When reference was nade 4

however, that was stopped and all cf them were celled Shin Butal in

a numbered series.
[

Qe In getting your fighters into the air, were alerts received from the
alert rcom here at Fukucka in Western Army Hq, or did ycu have an
slert room of your cwn which received the waraings directly fr'm the
r=ler stations?

A. At Ozuki, thcere wes & ccntrol board for alerts sinmilar 1o the one in
the Wostern District Army Hqi however, 1t was rmuch smallere Thils cfll=
trol board was installed in a shelter in 2 tuanel into a mcuntain
and is still in zrcd eonditicn. All informaticn on the 12th FD alert
board w-s received from the alert roon in Western army Hq, with the
cxcepti n of intelligence recoived from an Army radar staticn on
Capc ashizurl (Scuth Shikelu), which sont alerts by wireless bhnth ©0

Westoern Army and to Ozukil (12th FD). However, at Ozuki, a wireless cf

12¢h FD could hear wircless messages from all radar stetions and could

work directly fr:m that information and 414 sc.

Qe Did 12th P2 scramble fightafs on i1ts cwn initiative, °or cn orders

from the Weeteran Army?

Ao I recoived cnly a general order from the sixth Air arny to defend my
arca. In zctuel cperatirns, I myself determined what planes were oo
o0 and orderod them up. I had telephene cemmunicatic-ns with =ll ny

airficlds where the scramble crders were Siven (Yer & lcudspeakar.

Qe What wae y-ur reactirn to the cegsaticn ~f hostilities 1n nid-Augzust

of 19£51

At the time the war cnded I felt a sreat
was extrenely difficult frr me O gl just nyself to the situati .
Tike cthers in my units., I crnsiderec flying a last suicide missicn

amninst an allied target, However, fillowing the Imperial crder, 1

dirccted ny officers to gather their mea and to celm thoem dowi.
Since thet tinme I have thuught a great deal abrut the situati-n and
heve regolved to adjust myself to 1it. I have not yet bcen able tc o
this succesefully, but in the future 1 expecy t~ enter a quiet life
-f frning and of contemplati-n, and in this kiad of life 1 exvect TO
be able to achieve the realizati~-n that the ending ¢f the war vas =

g 0d thing for my ciuniry in thot it saved many lives.

~f rescntment, ant 1v
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End of Interrosgaticn
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