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HEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
¢/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTEFROGATION NO. (USSBS 435) Place: Tokyo
- NAV NO, 92 Date: 20 November 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division
Subject: Ship Operatlions in the RABAUL Area.
Personnel interrogated and background of each:

Commander DOI, Yasumi has 21 years service in the I.J.N., He served as
Gunnery Officer at AOBA from September 1941 to March 1942; served as student
"Total Effort", Research Laboratory in TOKYO from March 1942 to March 1943;
served on Staff of S.E. Area Fleet at RABAUL from Marchk 1943 to March 19453 and

gserved as a Member of Military Affairs of Mavy Department in TOKYO from March
1945 till the present.

Where interviewed: Room.748,.Meiji Building.
Intcrrogator: Comzander T. He OORER, USN,
Interpreﬂer: lieut.(3jz) R. P. BRO..1., UShK.
Allied Officers Present: None,

SUMMAKY

This interrogation contains information relative to the effect of
Allied mine attacks in the RABAUL Area as well as the operations conducted by
the Eighth and Ninth Fleets.
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3 NARRATIVE _
During the SOLOMONS - NEW GUINEA Campaign from August 1942 to March 1944,

the mine sweeping forces available in the RABAUL Area consisted of 4 minesweepers
augmented by 10 destroyers and auxiliary craft as necessary. Tre minesweepers
were based at TRUK but controlled by Eighth Fleet at RABAUL. Sweepers were op=-
erated as far south as SHORTLAND Harbor where they succeeded in clearing the
channels of mines., However, ships did not follow the channels and consoquently
3 destroyers were damaged. Farther south at KOLUMBANGARA three destroyers
(KAGERO, KUROSHIO, OYiSHI) were sunk on the morning of 8 May 1943, Since '.wo or
three submarines disappeared in the SOLOMONS Area it is possible that they

also hit mines,

b P g pe—

The American attempt to mine RABAUL (SINMPSON Harbor) was unsuccessful be-
cause of the depth of water., One mine was recovered and analyzed. There were
no ships damaged at RABAUL by mines,

The mining of KAVIENG, beginning in September 1943, was very effective.
KAVIENG was particularly important to Japanese operations since it was used as
a major supply point from which supplies were carried down to RABAUL via truck
and small boats which were not so vulnerable to air zttack. Also, KAVIENG was
used as a haven for damaged naval vessels while effecting temporary repairs.
The mining of KAVIENG was first observed by watchers in July 1943. At that time
no minesweepers were present and wer: dispatched from the SHORTLAND Islands. The
first sinking occurred in September and continued until Januery 1944 when the
harbor was no longer regularly used. One survey ship and five large cargo vessels
were sunk and several ships damaged. The mining attacks also forced the Japanese
to anchor outside of the regular harbor, thus greatly reducing the efficiency
of the port and interfering with logistic support. The mining of the ADMILALTY
Islands was not effective and no sweeping operations were attempterd,

The mining at WEWAK —as not effective. One ‘iestroyer was damaged,

Minesweeping equipment throughout the RABAUI, = NEW GUINEA Area was deficient
in quantity and quality. Since the American ground mines were ineffective in
depths greater than 50 meters, an attempt was made to keep ships in deep water.

Operation of Japanese Surface Vessels in the RABAUL and
H b NEW GUINEA Areas
The Japanese surface forces operating from RABAUL .were controlled by the

South Fast Area Fleet through the Eighth Fleet and was composed of the following
ships: Bl

2 heavy cruisers
1 light cruiser
12 destroyers
A minesweepers
10 auxiliary vessels
7 submarines

The Eighth Ileet was established in RABAUL in June 1942. Until 3 August
1945, the Eighth Fleet was responsible for the area castward of a line running
southeast from a point just west of the ADMIRALTY Islands (2030!S 1/6°E) through
- the KIRIWINA Islands, This included the entire SOLOMON Area, After 3 August
1943 the Eighth Fleet moved to BUIN and assumed responsibility of the area east
of longitude 154°E, The South East Area Fleet then took over the responsibility

of thc area formed by the 45° triangle having 20-30'S=146°E as apex and 154C°FE as
the base,

Ships of the Eighth Fleet lost in acticn were replaced by forces from TRUK,

Headquarters of the combined Fleet, Also reinforcments were furnished as neces-
sary for particularly important operations,

After the Battle of the BISMARK SEA, it was realized that control of the air
was lostand consequently, supplies to NEW GUINEA were shipped by destroyer and
submarine only, FINCHHAVEN was supplied until captured by the Allies, but
supplies in the NEW GUINEA Area were totally inadequate.
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In 15 October 1943, after the loss of LAE and SALAMAUA, thc Ninth Fleet
(1 destroyer, 6 subchascrs, 1 coast defensc vessel) was established at WEWAK
and MADANG to assist in convoy work from PALAU to WEWAK and to maintain liaison
with the Army., This liaison was particularly important in vicw of the fact that
the land forces in NEW GUINEA were composed of 7,400 Naval personncl at WEWAK
and MADANG in addition to the two' Army divisions,: Beforec the loss of LAE and
SALAMAUA the ground forces were under dual control but subsequent to that time
the /firmy assured control of all ground forces.,:

ifter Allied occupation of the ADMIRALTY Islands it was no longer possible
to convoy ships from PALAU to WEWAK, LAt this time the Ninth Flcet was ordered’

to report to thc Southwest Area Fleet since all forces were withdrawn from @hg
Southeast [rea Flcet at LRABAUL, 'y il

The attack by imerican Carrier planes on 5 November 1943 seriously damaged

the heavy cruisers HAGURO and MIYOKO, After December 1943 no large Japancse, ships
entered RABLUL, i

During the Allied invasion of the ADMIEALTY Islands all forces had been with=
drawn from RABLAUL and the Eighth Fleet was unable to offer opposition., The |
Southeast fArea Fleet recommended usc of surface forces from TRUK but the idec

was vetoed by the Combined Fleet Headquarters who were attempting to replace the
forces destroyed by lfmerican carricr plane attacks on 17 February.

Llthough the Japanesec realized the vital nccessity of reinforcing the de-
fense forces in NEW GUINEL, the attrition in the SOLOMONS of land, sea, and air
forces was so high that such action was impossible, .-
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