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A STATEMENT 8Y THE CRITICAL REVIEW

(& & & =)
Among the Chinese Htermary jonrnalss. THE CRITICAL RE.-

VIEW occupies & uniqne pozition and sevves n distivet pavpose, It was
called forth by circumstances which may be brief'y put as follows: (1)
There is a wvast storechouse of Chinese philosophy. literatire, art
ete.,, produced by our people in the course of thousands of vears, a
monument to the glory and achievement of our mee.  But the
material of this great bady of learnine is deplorably so seattered that it
it by no mesns eesv for any verage modern man te find his way
through the labvrinth and to comprehend it as a whole. The work
of elucidation. digestion. interpretation, eriticism, colléction. é_vs‘tematim-
tion, re-appropristion snd adaptation to the modern mind, is urgently
needed.  Unfortunately our old scholurs and the commentators in the
past, valuable though their work has been, are apt to run inte dry and
hair-splitting considerations of useless details. while they lack the ability
of bringing out the esserce and spirit of things in a vigorous total grasp
and with ever fresh and illaminating points of view. The Chinese
learning, if it is to be preserved. must be intellivently studied and treat-
ed with the methods of modern scholarship and with reference to the
civilization of the West, Many foreign scholwrs have done admirable
work along these linesy but, it is believed. the chief burden rests upon

the Chinese people of this generation, who are the inheritors of that

treqsury of Inm'uing. However this kind of work could not he done with-
out direct ascquaintance and profound erndition. & well-trained and eritical
mind, and a delicate and painstaking care, added to a true love and
devotional enthusiasm for our civilization. A lack of onc of these
qualities in the combination would result either in bigoted conservatism
or inYruthless 'destruction.  (2) For a generation’s time, China has been
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learning from the Western ratins; and yet, it must be confessed, we
are fur from being acquainted with the best things and highest ideals of
their civilization. We had been acquiring from the West technical
knowledge, science and encineering, political machinery, educational
systems and methods, [t is ouly in the last few years that there have
been notable attempts made to i ~wroduce Western hterature and philo-
sophy, ete. among our people.  But the work is very unsatisfactory,
because it has besn done withe  the necessary equipment and in &
wrong spirit. The men who sre Joing it have predilections for certain
elements in Western chilizstion that ave by no means salutary and
representative, and arve strong’y prejudiced against 1ll the rest in that
civilization. Thus, the stories of Maupassant, the novels of the Russian
authors, the plays of Ibsen and 6. B. Shaw are put forth as the choice
portion of European literature. to the exclusion of Dante, Shakespeare,
Racine and Molicre: and prasmatism is ablmost regarded as the sole
orthodex philosophy, and no « e bears the pumes of Plato and Aristotle,
of Abelard and Agquinas, ot Spinoza and Leibniz. This mode of
introducing Western enlture has had serions rvesults: it has not only
aggravated the Chinese people’s ~onse of intellectual bewilderment and
doubt, of spivitnal nnrest and poin; but it has also made the young
generation as a whole innoceut pocteuders to bnowledge, unwilling to
learn, attacking everything Chir. e, despising our national culture, agitat-
ing many nnnecessary and even havmful changes in social life and customs,
looking with scorn and coutempt upon all religious and_mmﬂieachmg,
;énding toward ignorant and ncoted and Heentious individuahsm and
away from any discipline, system and order.  The proper and efficient
remedy to this state of affuirs, it is believed, must be the task of
presenting Western eivilization in its true light and total view; of giving
our people the whole, and above all the hest things, of Western philosophy
and literature; and of spreading awmong the Chinese masses the true ideas
and ideals which have made the West what it is.
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THE CRITICAL REVIEW, called forth by the above-stated
circamstances, has therefore two distinet purposes: (1) It sims to study;
elncidate and svstematize the Chinese learning with critical method
and scholarly equipment. (2) It aims to introduce and to assimilate
what is the best and most important in the literature. philosophy, art,
etc. of the West. presenting Western civilization in its entirety snd
most salutary aspects.  And (3) it also aims to be a literary magazine of
high standard in China. by emploving s pure, elegant and pleasing
strles and by publishing in each issue a strictly selected number of essays,
poems and stortes that are being written by our literary men and women.

The attitude of THE CRITICAL REVIEW thus is one of moder-
ation. and of the golden wean in jntellectual and cultural matters, It is
netther conservative nor radical. but Haberal. It does not follow the old
scholwes In sticking to the formalities :md literal meanings of doctrines,
and in sccepting everythiny through bling veneration of E:admon It does
not. ont the other hand, agree with the voung radieals in destr ovm, and
despising evervthing Chinese, and in taking pride in the abuse of our
anctent sares and philosophers. Ina word. THE CRITICAL REVIEW
onhy tries to be sound, intelligent and critical in the true sense of the
word, It desires to be tmpatial and nnpartizan; it is in foll sympathy
with sy effort t mise the intellectnal and moral_standards.  Lastly,
THE CRITICAL REVIEW aspirves to create s model style of Chinese
prose, which shonld preseeve all the good qualities of the Chinese
language and should at the same be a fit vehicle for the new material of

Westorn thought. Tt thérefore tries to avord psendo-clssic pedantry
by rejeeting all archele words and the supertfluons phrases of rhetorical
orpament, and on the other hand, to follow the enstomary usage and
idioms of the Chinese language, not to use foreign punctuations nor
make all writings vilgar and unintelligible.

A few words remain to explain the organization and the business

part of THE CRITICAL REVIEW, (1) THE CRITICAL REVIEW
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is edited and published by The Critical Review Association. Kanking,
but is printed and sold by the Clung Hwa Bock Company, Shanghai,
and all its Branches. Al matters relnting to subscription and sdvertise-
ment should. therfore; be addressed to The Chnung Hiea Book Company,
Honan Road. Shanghai: while contributions snd other kinds of cor-
respondence should be sent to Mr. M7 Wu, Editor, Th= Critical Review.
24 Second Street. Drum Tower, Nanking, China. (2) THE CRITICAL
REVIEW is published monthly. and it usually appears in'the first davs
of the month. Fach copy is sold at 25 cents Chinese money ; while the
subscription for one year (12 issunes) costs $2.50. postage extra (domestic
$0.30 and foreign $1.20. (3) The first issue of THE CRITICAL
REVIEW was published in January 1921, and has been continned
recularly eversinee,

A limited number of th4 REVIEW is available for exchange
with periodicals of similar interest. All kinds of contributions and
criti cisms are solicited and welcomed.  Manuseripts of unaccepted articles
will be returned to the contributors as speedily as possible. It is also
hoped that publishers will kindly send in new books and periodicals
related to literature, philosophy, political and soctal sciences, ete, for the
purpose of being reviewed.
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