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. An Effley on the Invention of Printiny,
My. John Bagford ; with an Acconnt of his Colledii-

ons for the fan,e by Mr. Humtrey Wan! ley, F.&8.3.
Commnicated in two Letters to Dr. Hans Sloane,

R. S. Secr.

HE Antiquity of Printing, and the firlt Inventors,
hath been treated of by many Authors: [ fhalt

now only give a {hort account of the Obfervations I have
made in many Years from old Books of feveral (orts and
kinds. The general notion of moft Authors is,that we had
the hint from-the Chinefes 5 but 1 am nct in the lealt in-
clined to be of that-Opinion, for at that time of day we
bad no knowlcdge of them. 1 think we might more
nrobably take it from the Ancient Romans, th“xr Medals,

By
n

Seals, and the Marks or Namcs at the botrom of their San
arxﬁcmg Pots, which Andquities we had amorg® one

{elves in Europe, rather than fetch it fo far.  Bnr if it he

certain, thar Cards arc as cld as our King Heary VI no-

thing that I have feen or confidered of, {cems o give o
fair an hint for Printing, as the makmsr of (‘amc as ir
is evident by the firlt Specimen of Prmumr at '{ul(’"s}
and by fome Books inthe Bodieian Library at Oxfird, cne
in jumms Colleu:ovl, another in Archbifhep Land's, and
a third in the fame, being the Lives of the szlinfm Saints
in a thin Foliog the La.avc‘a are not pafted together as the
former two, but cut on Wocden Blocks, and x}lump-gmL
There is alfo anocher rare Specimen ot the firft in that
valuable Collection of Archbithop Parker, in Benmet (;01,

lege Library at Cambrsdge, bound up with a MS. Book »
this was (hown me at firlt by M. Bullord, and differs very
much from them at Oxford 5 it is the Lz% of Chrift in Fi-
14 U gures
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cures, or rather the Types of the Old and New Telta-
wienit. They have not {o many Specimens of the firft
Privting at Harlem, s we have m England 5 and if I can
ooiatu the favour of either Univerfity, I will give you
a-speeinien of two ar three, as exadt as they are princed:
I aur apt to believe, that if fome curious Perfons had the
Liberty of lockirg over the Libraries in both Univerfitics,
and that in Grefbam College, their might be found other
Specimens ot the Antient Printing ;5 the aforementioned
Books being taken notice of but of late.

The Cutting of the Molds or Blocks for making our
Playing Cards, is after the fame manner as thofc for the
Books printed at Harlem. They lay a Sheet of moift or
wet Paper on the Form or Block, being firft lightly brufh’d
over with Ink, made of Lamp-black mix'd with Starch
and Water : Then they rub it off with a round Lift with
their band, which is done with great Expedition 5 this
is for Picture ot Court Cards : Then they pafte them toge-
ther threefold, the courfeft in the middle. They colour
them by the lieip-of {everal Pasterns, or Staucfiles, as they
call them j theyare Card Paper cut thro’ with a Penknite,
ior every Colour, as Red, &we. (for at the firft Printing,
the Card has only a meer Out.Line :) Thefe Patterns arc
Painted with Oy!-Colours, to kecep them from wearing
out wich the Bruthes 5 they lay it vpon the P:&are, and
by fliding a Brufh thatis full and loofe gently over the.
Rattern, 1t fixes the Colour into the cut Holes, and lecaves
it on the Print that is to be a Card, and fo go through
all the Coloars you {ee on Cards 5 but this cannot be fo
well underftced by a Defcription, as by feeing them per-
form ir.. This I humbly conceive to be their way of.
Printing firlt av Harlesz, and thofe Books abovementioned.
This methinks might have been confidered before this
time of Day, if they would:have put themfelves to the
trouble of infpecting the old MSS. goo Years old 5 for the
Qreat Letters are done. by the Hluminators the {ame way

35
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as Card-making; as I fhall treat of more at large in ano-
ther Diflertation.

The next Form of Printing at Hurless, was by cutting
whole Forms in Wood from MSS. exadtly written, and
without PiGures : Such I take the Dowatus to be,
mentioned in Hiftories 5 and this might bear Date ia
1450, {ome {ay 1440. This may be as plainly demon-
ftrated, as the former, from Copy-Bocks which we have
{cen Printed at Rome, Venice, Switzerland and England,
as high as 1500 3 and, if I miftake not, there is a Block
cut in Box in the Colle&tion of your Mufeum in Grefbam-
College. This writing is harder to perform than either the
Roman, Italick, or any other Letters ufed in Printed
Books.

The third way of Printing was with fingle Types made
of Wood, but to whom the Honour of the Invention is
due, is not very evident 5 it was then efteemed fo great
a Rarity that the Printers carry’d their Letters in Bags at
their Backs, and got Money at Great Mens Houfes by
Printing the Names of the Family, Epitaphs, Songs, and
other {mall Pamphlets.

The fourth Improvement of this Noble Art was the
Invention of fingle Types made of Metal. Here we muit
intirely give the Honour to the never to be forgotten Pe-
ter Scheffer of Grenfchen, Servant and afterwards Son-in-
Law to Fauft,who entertain'd him to Work in his Houfe at
Mentz : He obferving how induftrious his Mafter was
every Day to improve this Art, undertook it himfelf; and
with much Study and Induftry, brought it to Perfettion.
After he had made feveral Effays, at laft he thews it to his
Mafter Fauf}, who having tried fome Experiments wich
his new invented fingle Types, finding that it would an-
fwer his Expedtation, was fo tranfported with Joy, that
for his Reward, he promis'd he thould Marry his Daugh.
ter, a very Beautiful Damfel, whofe Name was Cbriﬂ;(m,
which fometime after he performed, and continu'd toge-

14 T 2 ther
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eher iniproving this Art with great Seercly, till it became
known, and (pread it {elf over alt Europe. Sometimes you
have their Names to the Books they Printed at the ead,
and fometimes not 5 fomtimes with Dates as high as the
Year 1457, asthe Plalms Printed by them, now in the
Emperor’s Library,which Lambeciws mentions in his Bibli.
otbeca, and as low as the Year 1490 5 and for this we
bave the Authority -of Erafwus, in a Prcface to Livy,
Printed at Bafil by Frobew, in1s . .

As for Fobn Guttenburgh, tho’ by abundance of Authors
he is faid to be the firft fnventor of Printing, we cannot
‘find one Book with his WName and Printing 5 bue this re-
quires a longer Confideration, which in its due place I
thall take notrceof,

We may rationally conjeGure, that Printing wich Plates
of Pewtcr; Bfafs, or Iron, either Graved or Eat with
Agua fortis, was fitlt praltis'd by the Working Gold{miths 5
for they have a-way of taking cif the Impreffions of their
Work, by the Smoak of a Lamip, which, perhaps, gave
the Hint to the Graving on Brafs. We have a dark Sto-
ry of it in fome Authors, but I {(hall inlarge upon this
Subject.

Javing treated of Printing to farishie: the Curious, [
fhall fay fomething of the {everal Advances and Improves
ments it hath received.

The Harlens Printing at fuft was a Book with Pictaresy
they took off the Impreflion with a Lift coiled up, as ths
€ard-makers ufe the fame to this day. '

But when they came to ufe fingle Types, tliey made ufe
of ftronger Paper, with Veilum and Parchment : "Then
they made ufe of a Prefs, aitho’ they afterwards contrived
and made it more ufcful, as F fhall treat of 1n anotier place.

Nszither was- their Ink for Printing brought o Pertedi-
on st the G, but improvedby degrece.

Rowling prefs Printing was not vled m Lgland till
King Fames the Firf3, and then brought from dujwep Ly
eur nduftriaus: Jobn Speed.. 7
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I thall alfo difcowrit at large of the Invention of md-
k%ng. Papce in Frrope from all the beit Aathors, with large

biervations of my own 3 the rime when it began in {e~
veral Places, more Lfr)euahy in England 5 and 1 1atend to
exhibit a Specxrr n of the Marks of the old Paper, which
has not yet been attempred by any.

Bookbinding fhall be handled in all its Parts, its feve-
ral Ages and Times : Alfo the Form, Sizs and Volume,
Folding, Sewing, Headbanding, feveral forts of Boards
for Covers Clafping, Boiling, €. Alfo in all Countrics.
as China, Perfia, Turkey, Greece, Ancient 2ad Modcrn
Germany, Italy, France, Holland and Spain 5 but more par-
ticularly England.

The Devices, Rebus's, and Signs of the Auncient Prine
ters will take up a whole Chapter, where their Delcent.
and Genealogies f{hall be fhewn, and how they f{uc-
ceeded one another in their Ofﬁcc or Printing Houfe.
On this Subjit T have no Path to foilow but Drai-
deus hath a Tra& I fiad mentioned, that treats of the
arcient Devices of the Printers, but afier my Inquiry, |
could never f{ee it, and fo can reccive no aiiiftance from:
i. Alfo Nuudens's Life of Lewis t/aa Elewenth hath an
Account, of Faaft's Printing the Bible in the Lasin Tongue,
his bringing them to Paris, and \cndxrv them there for
M3S. hus Troubles and Accufations befo;e the Parliament,
being tried for a Conjurer, which I conceive gave occa-
fion for that foolith Book, that goes under thz Nawme of
Dr Fanffus's Life. Tlhs is not my own thought, but the
Sentiments of others, for we have another Example of the
like nature for our famous Roger Bacor, tho™ fome Centu-
ries of Yearsbefore, who hed the like Fate.

Since my fecond Voyage to Holland, to {atisfic my Cu-:
riofity and remove fome Scruples about the Book st Har-
lem .. nd the Statue ot Lofter, qaymg rccoucé’r od m) felf afe
ter wy fick Voyage, and difcourfing with Mr, Telsan Jum
about Hollund and.the S:atue of (s fir.r he told me he had.

feer
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feen the fame in Helland, and that it was in the Harlemer-
freet in Leyden. This very much run in my mind, to be
surther {atisfied that it fhould be in Leyden and not Har-
lers, altho' aflerced by feveral of our Modern Travel-
fere,

At my laft being in Hplland, for my further futisfadion,
tho’ I had got Mr. Ba/l to take th= Infcription for me the
Year before, in fune 1705, having anopportunity in the
Company of my good Friend Walter Clavel E(qs on Wed-
nefday the 23d of Ofober 1706. we took Boat for Legder,
where we artived about {ix the {fame Bay, and next Day
in the Morning, in the Company of Mr. Bovell, a Student
there, who was our Guide into the Harlemer- fbrect,f0 called
becaufe it leadeth to thie Harlem Parts, over the Door of 2
Glazies’s Houfe was the Figure of Coffer cut in Woeod,
and painted with the Infcription.

This Statue was not fet up by any Publick Authority of
the Magiftrates of that City, but by a Private Man 5 and,
if I miftake not, by the Owner of the Houfe, perhapsfor
the name and fake of the Street 5 and, as I fuppofe, not
older than about 1630. This Statue is done after the
Graved Print that is in the Book at Harlem, or the Paint-
ing over the Door of Laurence Johnfon Cofter, where they
{ay he firft pradtisd the Art of Printing, but 1 rather take
it, that helivid in this Houfe in his Old Age, and was
Church-Keeper, or as we call it, Sextor 5 for {o the Word
Gignifies both in the German and Dutch Language, This
afforded me {ome fatisfattion.

Some Days after leaving Leyden, in Company of my
¥riends, Mr. Jobn Bullord, and Mr. Fobn Murray, we fet
forth from Awmflerdam in a Waggon for Harlem, to com-
pare and collate the Book which Mr. Bullord had procu-
red for me with that at Harlem, it being another Impref=
sion in Quarte. The Name of the Book at the latter end
runs thus :

This
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This Book was finifhed in the good City of Culenburgh,
by me John Veldener, 12 the Year of onr Lord 1483,
on the Saturday after St. Matthew’s Dayy with the
Device of the Printer hanging on the Bough or Snag
of a Tree, a Cultom they much ufed in thofe Days,
as may be {een by the Monuments of the Ancients cut
on Grave-Stones, not only in the Great Church at
Harlem, but feveral other Cities in Holland ¢+ Which
Device T will infert.

The Title of the Book in Low Datch, the Language
in which it is Printed, is,

De Spiegel onfer Behandenife.
In Englift,
The Mirror of our Salvation.

Whenwe arrived at Harlem, much to my furprize, we
found the Houfe of Coffer new faced with Plafter, and the
Picture of his Statue, (for it is no other than a PiGure in
Opyl-Colours) painted on 2 Board let into the Wall near
the Top of the Houfe, although it be a fmall one. This
Houf was new repaired and to be let, altho’” when I was
there before, it was inhabited by a Gheefemonger, After
viewing the Houfe and the Great Chevch, we dire@ed our
way to the Re&or, who is the School malter, put in by
the Magiftrates of che City. He not being in the way,
his-Servant Maid:took the Key, and readily gave us ad-
miflion into the Princes Garden, in order to (iew us the
Book, which was remov'd from the Stair-head of the
Prince’s Houffe, or Houfe, where we faw it. laft; to the
furcher-end of the Garden, in a little Houfc fitted up for
that purpofe, facingthe Garden- Oa the Cheft that it was

kept
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kept in there was the Date 1618, milaid i the Waood.
Opening #t the Maid (hewed us the Book, where
Mr. Eellord collated it with che other we brought with us
trom Amflerdam, and found it to agree both 11 the words
of the Text, and ailo the Pitures 5 they only differed in
this, that being in Folio, with two Pictures in a Page,
and the Words Column-wife, and 25 Lines in a Columun,
containing 60 Pages, and Printed but on one fide, and
not pafted together as thofe at Oxford and Cambridge.

This will enable me to oblige the Curious with a Spe-
cimen of the Harlew2 Book, as well as thofe of Oxford
and Cambridge, the latter 1 have cut for my Hiftory of
Printing, as I do intend the others.

After Thad gratified the Maid for her trouble, we ad-
drelt our {clves to au old Gardaer that was at work ia the
Garden 5 for Mr. Bullord had enquired of him when we
came firlt into the Garden, whether he knew any thing
of the Statue of Coffer, and he readily tcld him, he could
thew him it. At the Entrance into the Garden, at the
upper end of the Summer-houfe, on the Right Hand, he
pointed to it, where we faw itleaniag with 1ts Left Hand
on theé Infcription, which bore Date 1440 5 and in its
Right Hand the Letter A in a Square, with other Figures,
as little Boys naked, and in their Hands A BC, with the
Pi&tare of Fanse holding the Letters CD and E. This was
taken from the Story of Fumius in his Hiflory of the Low
Conntries, and others from him. There are other Stories
painted on the Walls of the Summer-Houfe, as one of
the Lords of Harlez in his Armour 5 but they not being
to my purpofe, [ fhall pafs them by.

All thefe Pictures, with theStatue of Coffer, are painted
in Diftemper, and are no older (as appears by the Date
on the Ceiling) than 1655s.

This is afhort Account of my fecond Voyage into Hol-
land, and the Advantages I have gain'd by it, in collating
the fo much efteem’d Book by the Hollanders, which

feems
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feems to me not fo rare as at firlk, fince I have had a fight
of that ‘at Bennet College in Cambridge, and thofe at O
ford 5 which will alfo enable me to give a further Ac-
count than hitherto hath been done, by the help of
fome Books that have been procured me by my Friends
Intereft, asthat of Nuandeus his Story of Printing in the
Life of Lewis XI. in Mr. Bayle’s Colletion, proctred me
by Mr. Leers of Amfierdanz, who got the Favour for m
Friend Mr. Bullord, to Tranflate that part which relates
to the Hiftory of Printing, the Story of Fauf}, &c. and
the firlt Printing at Paris, as well as at Mentz 5 this con-
tains 16 Sheets in MS. with other Critical Difcourfe, re-
lating to Learning and Books that were firlt printed.
Thefe I have been in fearch for many Years, and am apt
to believe there is never an onein Exgland.

One Book more I want to fee, and fhould be extreamly
fatisfy’d, if any one conld procure me the fight of it. it
is a {mall Tra& wrote by Drandins in {mall Tivelves,  The
Devices of the Printers.

I have had the Chronicle of Collen, which Nandens
could never fee, and alfo a Book printed at Leipfivick in
the German Language, giving an Account of the Fubilce
kept there in Memory of Primiing and its Invention, Tran-
flated into Englifh by my Friend and Coerrefpondent
Mr. Bullord 5 with many other Tralts relating to the firlk
Invention ot Printing.

I have fpared for no Coft or Pains in procuring of Co-
pies of Books, where they are to be had, for the illuftra-
ting it in all its parts to fatisfic the Curious. Now as
Printing it {eli is but another way of Writing, and
brought to perfettion by degrees, as other Arts 5 and as
Pictures either painted, cut in Wood, or Graved, were
calied the Laymens Books 5 for every one could read a
PiCure, and fay this is an Houfe, and thata Tree s {o I
may fay, that the Pi¢tures, or Drawings of the Ancients,

14 X gave
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gave the fitlt hint of Printing 5 and if the Scribes in pro-
cefs of time had not broughe their Art of Writing into the

ccorum and Uniformity, and Rule in their feveral Vo-
lumes, the Primicrs could not have followed them fo ex-
altly in the imitation of their Letters and Pages of their
Books. Pi&ures fitft were thofe of Devotion  then the
making of Cards was another introduftion to the Inven-
tion of Priating : The making of Cards I take to be ve-
Ty anciert,

For the firlt Specimen of Printing, was on one fide on-
ly, as that at Bewnet College, moft in Figures, with fome
few words only on the {ide in Labels like that at Ox-
ford.

The next Step is that Book at Harlen 5 the Defigns of
the Prints are better perform’d, and then they came to
have not only Lines, but whole Pages of Words, befides
the Pitures on a Page,

The next Step was Ballad-Printing with the like Pi-
&ures, and them but on one (ide.

The next Improvement of this Noble Art, was the
cutting of whole Pages on Wooden Blocks or Moalds,
and Printing on beth {ides of the Page s and tl:e firlt Spe-
cimen of this Nawire was a Dozatus, and, as Authors {ay,
was Printed at Harlesz and at Meniz, sltho fome fay a
Bible was Printed the fame way 1457.

For the Hiftory of making Paper herein Europe, T have,
by the afliftance of my Friends in the Tower and elfe-
where, been enabled to give a large account of its Anti-
quity, almeclt twa Centuries higher than I thought of]
and fhall give the Marks of the Ancient Paper from the
t2th Century down to 1600, in the feveral Countrics
where the Paper-makers lived.

This, 1 arm apt to think, was never attempted by any
Author before. The Specimens of Ancient Pieces of MSS.
and alfo of Ancient Paper, collefted by my f{elf fome Years

fince,
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fince, and bound up in 2 Volumes in large Folio, are now
to be feen in the Library of his Grace the Archbifhop of
Cuanterbury, in St Martin’s, colletted and put together ac
no fmall coft and pains 5 perhaps the firlt of that kind
that cver was done in any part of Europe.

I conclude with informing you, that in this Treatife I
fhall give an Hiftorical Account of the feveral Verfions
and Impreflions of the Holy Bible, Teflament, Plalms, Pr:-
zer, and other Books of Devotion, from the brginning of
the Reformation down to 1600. At firft I had no thoughs
to have inferted them, but fome Collections coming into
my Hands of late, wherein I find feveral material Pafages
not mentioned by any that have gone before me, fo am-
ply and fully, as I fhall for the Information, and ar the
Requeft of my particular Friends, treat of them ina di-
frinct Chapter.

An Account of M. B‘agford-’s Colletions for his K-
flory of Printing, by Mr. Humfrey Wanley,
F.R.S.

Is Collection confifts chiefly of Title-Pages and other

| Fragments put together into Books, many of them

in fome fort of Order and Method, and others nc:.
Ex. gr.

In one Volame there are Specimens of Letters of ail
forts, as well of thofe ufed in Foreign Countries, as i
England.

In another are Titles and Fragments of Almanacks from
A.D. 1537. downwards; with Titles of Bibles, Iow-
Books, &c. Printed by the Company of Stationers in Lovw-
don.

in X 2 In
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In other Volumes.are the Titles of Books of all Kinds,
printed by the London-Printers, difpofed into {ome fort of
Order, viz, asto the Subject of the Beok, or Dwelling-
place of the Printer.

In others are Title-pages of Books printed in Oxfard
and Cambridge.

In others, Title-pages of thofe printed in Scotland and
Kreland.

Title-pages and Frontifpieces, withother Specimens of
the Works of our Englifs Engravers.

Titles of Books printed by Roman Catholicks, Presbyte-
‘pians, Quakers, by other Seiaries, by Seditions Perfons,
8.

Cuts of Monnmenss, Tombs, Funerals, &c. in Eng-
band.

Cuts of the fame in Foreign Parts, with the Cuts of the
mannct of Executing Criminals.

Cuts with fome Drawings of Habits of divers Nations,
of feveral Trades, of Urenfils, Weapons, Fountains, or
Wells, with other Prints ufefcl in Feymers and Mufoxs
Work.

Cuts of Figures in different Poftures, as WWriting, Read-
ing and Meditating 5 with all the Utenpls ufed in Writing,
&c. during fome Ages. Cuts of Schools. The Beads of
fome Arithmeticians 5 Alpbabets 3y Specimens ot Knot work,
and fome Great Text and other Letters. Specimens of
Letter Graving. Heads of Writing Matiers, Dutck ['rench,
Englifh.  Specimens of Letters Engraven in Smull 5 as al-
fo ot Shert Hand, &c. Heads of Shert Hand iVriters,
and Specimens of their Werks, and muny other tiangs.

Title pages of Books, aud Priuters Denices 5 Printing in
the Spanifb Netherlands, Spain and Portugal 5 Tiles f
Bocks publithed by Engl/ifb Catholicks, Alphalets of I .-
tin’s Capital Lesters, &e.

Latle
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Title Pages, Alphabess, and Printers Detices, ufed in
Bufil, Zurich, and i1 other Places in Switzerland,

The like tor the United Netherlands.

The like for France.

The like for Germany, with fome others of Poland,
Switzerland, Denmark, Bobewsia, and Framee.

The like for Traly, wich fome others of Gezewva, Sicily,
&ec.

Colle&ion of As of Parliament, Ordinances, Pracle-
mations, &c. Regulating the Prefs 5 with many other Pa-
pers.

Propofals for Printing particular Books.

Catalogués of Books, rclating to Puinting, Priuting, 8c.
Specimens of Paper differently Coloured.  Marks on the
Outfides of Reams of Paper 5 with Orders, Gafes, Reafons,
&c. relating to the Manufulture.

Old Prints or Cuss from A D 1467, with theibifigicr
and Devices of many Printers,Foreigners-and Englifh 5 with
other Cutsand Specimens of Paper,- &e.

Colle@ion of Epitaphs of the Primters in Bafil 5 with
the Life of Jobn Froben 5 Catalogues of Books, ¢ve.

Colleftions relating to the Lives of the Engravers of di-
vers Countrics.

Titles of Boolks Printed in molt Partsof Europe, before
the Year 15c0.

Collettion of Patents for Printing Law-Books, &e.

Some Germaz Cards.

With many cther Velumes-of Colledtions-of the Kinds
abovementioned, tho not fo well {orted.

And thefe Title Pages of Books are really ulcfuly upon
many Accounts, viz. as being Authentick and cxady, when
as in moft Catalogues. the Titles are abbreviated and other-
wife imperfect. Befides, thefe Titles informed me of ma-
ny Books I had never heard of before 5 and from them [
have been enabled to enquire for feveral Books, fome of

which
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which T have fince procured to my great {atisfa&ion. And
it ismy Opinion, that there are but few Curious Men, but
upon the View of this Collection, will ownthey have here
met with feveral Titles, or other Fragments of Books, in
their feveral ways, which they knew not of before,  Agrd
thus we {ce, thatafingle Leaf of Paper, tho’ not valuable
in its fclf 5 yet when come to be part of a Collettion, may
be of good ufe, not only inrefpect of the Matterit Treats
of, but as to the Mark, of the Paper, the Date, Printer's
Name, Countrey, LTitle, Faculty, &c.

Mr. Bagford has aifo a very plentiful Colle&ion of the
Titles of Books Remarkable and Curious, which he has
taken from the Books themfelves. And when they are of
fuch forts, as now are feldom to be {zem Entire, he has
made {uch Obfervations, as that the feveral Editions fhall
be certainly known, tho’ your Book be Imperfcét ac Be-
ginning and End.

Mr. Bagford alfo fays, that tho" his Colletion is not
pur into exact Order, his Book, or Hiflory of Printing,
fhall be drawn up with that Regularity, as fhall anfwer
any Gentleman’s Defire and Expectation.

i1, 4n



