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SUJXTs T T FlyingSauecers T

1. PQOHL:‘:.. 76~ detemine?"‘(a) Thether.or not there are national _ -~ .

security implicaticns in the problem of Munidentified:- o= -2z
£f1ying objectay (o) wretheror rot adequate study and R
researcn-iv coxrrently btoing directed to this problem

 in-its relation to such national security implications;
and_(c) what further_ investigation and research should - -

be instituted, by whonm;—and-under what aegis. R SRR

diehcialt |

2. "l«.CI’S “ANDTDISCISIIQU--03I-as5-dnvestigated the vork curreatly
being performed on "flying sazcers” and found that the
Air Tecnnical-IntelliZence: ‘Center, DI, USAF, Viright--
Patterson Mir Force Sase, is the only group devoting
appreciadle effé‘.:"b”'éhd stuéy to this suh:]ect,— that ATIC-
is concenirating on a cagse-uy-=cage explanation of each
resort, and that this effort is not adequate to corre-
late, evaluate, and resolve the situation on an over-
all basis. Thas current prodlea is discussed in dstail

in TA3 A, -
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3. QoL SIGES—1 ying saucers" nose two elements of danger

y vaicn have national-security immlications, The first
3 : involves nass psyczclorical considerations and the
second concerns the vulnerability of the United States
to air attack., bpoth factors are aaplified in TAB A.

k., ACTEON RICOITEN 1‘323-—(3) mao the Direetor of Central Intel—-
ligence advise the Hational Security Couneil of the
implications of the "x‘lyin;; saucer” oroblen and request
! - " that reszarch be injtiated, TAS B is a draft memo- o
g #n o-Bew WS pandud to the NSC, for the ICI's signature, "(b) mhat =7 = "
3 ' ' the ICI discuss_tais subjcct with-the Psychological _
Stratz7 Toard. A momorapdunm to the Director,
Psyciolorical St,rawa;y toard, 1is attached for sig- :
nature as TA3 C. (c) tat CT'l yith the cooperation ) L
of PS3 and other interested oeoartnents and agencles,

JALN

Lo ' develop and recomnend for adoption by the NSC a
Approved for Release
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THROUGH: Deputy Director (Intelligence)

FRO: Assistant Director, Office of Scientifie
Intelligence

SUSJZCT: Flying Sancers

1. PROBLEY-=To determine:—(a) thether or not there are national
security imalications in tahe probvlem of '"wnldentified
flying objec«,s"; (o) whether or not adequate study and
research is currently being directed to this problem
in its relation to such national security 1molications'
and (¢) what further investigation and research saould
bte instltuted, by vwhom,-and-under what aegls, ——*—— -~ —
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2. "AC"S AND DISCISSIQH--03I-hzs investigated the work curreatly
beingverformad -on "flying saucerst and found that the
Air Technicel-Idtellizence Centér, DI, USAF, iright- -
Patterson Xy Force Sase, is the only group devoiing

: appreciabln effort—and study to this subjeet, that ATIC . .

is concentrziingion-a case=by=case explanation of each
report, and that this effort is not adequate to corre~ -—---
late,evaliate, and resolve the situation on an over-. -
all basis, _ g current prodled is discussed in detail
je?3 & -
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3. COICLUSIONS—YAlying saucers'Lmose-twio elerents of danger - -
waich have national—security iwplications., The first
involves nass psycholorical ¢onsiderations and the .
second concerns-the vulnerabiliti of the United States
to-air-attack., both factors are amplified in TAB-A.
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e ACTION RECCLLE: 'DZD-—(a)~.nat the-Direotor of Central Intel- - - - - -
ligence advise theNational Security Council of the :
iwpl 1catio'xs—of‘:thn "{lying saucer™ oroblen and request. . L

. ~ that ressarchbe inktiated; 145 B is a draft memo- —: - ORI
#3d eeleen W panduh to the NSC, for the ICI's signature. '(b) That -b R

the XTI discuss-this sudjcet with the Psychological

Stratsst D852, & novordidun to the .nrec‘:"*,

Psyciiolosical- Stratery-toard;=is-attached for sig- ‘ -
L - nature as TAB C,--(¢) ihat CT'\, with the cooperation ) L

R . " of PS37and other intérested désartacnts and agencies,
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develop aad recommend for-adoption by the K3C a
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policy of public infornation 1:1-;:Lch will minimize concern
and possible panic¢ resulting fro:x the nunerous signtings
of unidentified objects. -
Lssis tant Direc tor o
Scientific Intalligence . .
ADETS . S , }
TAB A-wllemorandan-to:ICI,: through DDI, Subject: Flying. .. S S
: Saucers.. .
TAB . B-=Letter:to i atio'xal Securj.t:, Council with enclosure,
TAB C==lemo=to-Di recto._, A7 snnolo:a.cal Strate;y Board wi.'c.n
enclosure
CONCUPRENCES: = T TS
B ) ;
R Date:. w7 _ _ _ __
- LOFTIS €. BECHSA ‘,_, :
: . Deputy Director/Intelligence v
E — ;
3 ACTECHT BY APPROVING ATTHORITY: R .
Date: . -
A_aproved (dis approved) § CoTommimoonTn ,,‘Z,,.i,.:,"f :
i WALTER B, SLLTHR )
,_, . ) Director . .
: A= . snen @ ?":*b":"‘\'- LY I Wi o —-'av.": b —.— - % :‘. ’ ‘
: i:
‘;
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MEIDRANDUN FOR1  Director-of-Central Intellifenca
THACUSH : Deputy Directaor (Intelh zence)
SUBJZCT =t Flying Saucers
1. Pocently an inquiry wes-corducted by the Office of Scientific

Intellizence to determinovhether-there-are matical securlty implications:
in the problem of Munidentified flyirg objects," i,e., £lying saucers;

vhether adequate study and Fésearch 1s currently beins directed to —- - ——

this problea in its relaticn:to such npaticmal securd tr"’mli@.ti.ons H
and vhat further investigation-and research should be instituted,”
by vaa, erd under what’ aea'hs. :

2, It was found that the-only. 'u.'iit- of. Governrent currently
studying the problen is ths DiFféctorate of Intelll ence T3A\F, which

has chargzd the Air Technical-IAtelligénce Center (ATIC vite .

responsibility for - investigzating the reports of si"hting.,. At AT"G

there is a group of thres-officers and two secretarles to vhich eaa, . -

throush offié¢ial ~ciaminiels, all reports of “sightings, This grovp = o

conducts irvestisation of - t‘le""rés“o‘ ts, consulting as required with-

othar Alr Force- and civilizn teehaical pavsennel, A world-wi"e"«a—- B R PR

reporting syst has been-instituted and Tajor-Air Force Bases ‘nve
boen ordered to imke interceptions of unidentified flying objects, - -
The rasearch is bﬂw conducted on a case besis and is designed to
provide a satisfactory explaraticn of. e'-ch -individval sighting, . -
ATIC has concluied an errangemant vwith R3ttelle ienorial Institute S
for ths latier toestabl i.,n a—mchi inde dig systen for offiecial _

reports-of sightings,——— oo Lo o

3. Since 1947, ATIC Ias Teceivéd aurroximately 1500 official
Yeporis of ieqtmgs plus an enormous volurms of leiters, phene calls
and press reports, During-July-1952 alone, official rooorts totaled- 250, -
Of the 1500 reports, AirForcecariies 20 percent as unaxmdained 2ud
of those received frou-.‘famury ~through July 1952 it carries 23 parcent.
unexylain=4, -

4. Xn its inquiry into this problen, a team from CIA's Office
of Scientific Intalligence consulted with a representative of Air

-+ Faree Spacial Studies Group;-discussed the problen with those in charge

of the Alr Force Project at Urisht-Patterson Air Force Zase; reviewed
a consicemble volune of intelligence roports; checked the Soviet

press and broadeast indices; and conferred with three CI3 consuliants,
vho rave broad Inowledge of the technical areas concerned,
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5, It was found that the ATIC study is protably valid if the

purpose 1s limited to a case-by-case explanation, However, that

study do2s not solve the more fundarmental asgects of the problem.
These aspects are to determine definitely the rature of the various
phenacena which are causing these sightings, and to discover means

by vhich these causes, and their viswal or electronic effects, may

be ideatified imm xedistely “The CIA censuliants stated that these
solutiens would probably be found on the rargins or just beyond ths
frontisrs of our present imowledge in the fields of atmospheric, '
Jonospheric, and extraterrsstrial phencarena, wvith tho added uos«ib:.lity :
that the present dispersal of nuclear wasteo - procuc’cs might alse
be a factor, 'Thay reccuzended that a study group be formed to perforn
three functions: ‘

a, analyze and SySfﬂﬂPtizs the factors vhich constitute
tho furdarsntal prodlemy —— -

b, deoternine the fields of fundanzntal science vhich
' must be investigated in- oﬁaer to reac‘z an \mderstardm:r of
1 the phencoena fnyolved; and -

-

1 ) —make reccr::.endations forthe initiatiom-of appropriate
: R S rese-arch

4 - Dr. Julius A, Stratten, Vice President of the Yassachusetts Insti’-uto

3 of xeci'..nology bas indfcated to CIA that such a group coudd te " - e T
constituted 2% trat Institute, SiAdlarly, Profject LinColn, the™ = ~ 7= =707
Air Ferce's air defermse rroject at 13?,,coula bz charged. mth SCWMS e
of trase responsibilities,

3 6. The flying saucer sitvation coatains tuo elerents of danger
vaich, in a situaticn of interraiional. uension, have pational security

implications,. These.-are: —_

~ Psveholsris: 'vsﬁt%ﬁ”‘—fld-wide sightings reported, it
was found that, vo to the time of the-invesiigation,there pAa -
been in the Soviel press noreport or cerment, even satiricwl el
cn flying saucers; tnough Cromyke had rade one humorous
rentioa of the suoje»t ‘Vith a State-controlled press, this
eculd result only from an official policy decision, The
questlon, therefore, arises as to whether or not these sightingss- -

(1) . could b controlled,  — -

. .
2 e g wee mas o = S e - e
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(2) could be predicted, and

EA A AROENG
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(3) could e used from a psychologlcal warfara
= v point_of view, elther offensively or defensively,
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-
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The public concern with the phenomena, vhich is reflected both

in the United States press and in the pressure of inquiry upon the
Air Force, indicates that a fair rroportion of ouwr population

is nent.an,/ conditioced to the accéptanie of the incredible,

In this fact lies the _potential for the touching-off of mass
hystaria and pande,

b, Air Vulnerahility ~ The United States Air Varning System
will undcubtedly alvays depend uponr a comdbirstion of redar screen-
ing and viswal observation. -The U.S.3.R. is credited with ths - T
present capability of deliverimg anair attack againgtthe -~ -, = .
TUnited States, yet at any glven mcnent now, ttere ray be . :
current a dozen official unidentified sigh ings plus rany- - SE S
wnofficial ones, At any mement of attack, we are novina T L
posiiion vhere.ve cannot, on an instant btasis, distinguish-
kardware froa pbantea, and a3 tension nounts we.will rvn-ths - -
increasing risk of faISE alerts and the even greater dangsr
of falsely identifying the real as plantem,

7. Both of these prodleds are primarily operational in nature .
but each contains readily amz‘en" inte]ligence factors,. . op e Tl

. 8, Froman operatioral point of view, thres actions ere = M
required: .

a, Iixediate steos should b2 taken to improve identification
of both visual and electronlc vhantan 56 that, in the event of
en attack, instant and po sit.ive iaonui ic"t,ion of eparty plages™ "~ 757

or x:iasiles can be rede, T St .

b, A study shonld te-imstituted-te »dgt_.err:d.ne vhat, ifapy,;- ~o oI
utilization could te made of thase vhenciaera by Uniied Sua.tes
psycholézical varfare plamners and wkat, if ary, defenses should

be planned in>anticipztion'o£ Soviet attemts to utilize them, - -

i ¢, In order to nininize risk of panic; a mtion‘..lﬂpo]ic e
4 sheuld b2 estabdblished 25 Yo vhat should. be told the public” o
regardir" the phenonsna,

9. 1 Other intelligence problems vhich require deternipation -
are: RN

.a., The present- level of Soviet kncmledge renardmg ' i
owan trese phero:,na v cae T4 : PRSI

b. Possible Soviet 1ntentioﬁs and c.nmbilities to
utilize these rhenomem to the uet,xit:zent o‘ Um'oed Suues ‘
socurity interests. T . 2

T
P e e RN ,4, Ted e Mty MW alaed
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. ¢, The reasons for silence in the Soviet press
" vegarding flying saucers,

10, Additional research, differing in character and emphasis
from that presently being performsd by Air Ferce, will be required
to reot the specific reeds of both orerations and intelligzence,

Intelligence responsibiliiles in this field as regards both collection

and analysis c2n be discharged vith raxdnui effectiveness only after

‘nmuch nore is lknown regardirg the exact mature of these phoncmera,

11, I consider this problem to be of such importance that it

should be brought to the atisntion of the Matiomal Security Council .~ :

in oxder that a comunity-vide coordimted effort tovards its solutien
nmay b indtiated, . S

E‘f‘w‘%w,@«\q

JARSHALL CHADIETL / L

Assistant Director .
Séié‘fxtii‘ic—lntglu:genca .
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