Evidentiary Pocuncnt no. 5422,

STLTEIENT PY 1 LT. WATLNAEE Genio.
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l.ede in the presence of Lt. J.T. Oram, 30 November 1945.

I, Lt. WATAMABE, Genjo, of SUGA DUTAI and TAKAKUL TAI
lended at Kuching about 8 September 1942 and stayed there
until l'ay 1944. I thcen went to Sandakan erriving on 2 June
12044, I was adj. to Col. SUGA and later performed A4j. dutlcs
at the PW camp. Docunents for ncvcrient from one camp to
another passed through ny hands.

On arriving at Sendakan I carriccd ocut the same cdutics 8s
at Kuching under Capt. HOSLIJILiA. HOSLIJIMA was Cocmdr. until
May when TARAKUA took over. When I arrived LAGAL was there
but he left 10 days later with the PW (100) for ‘Labuan. 1
hcard that later sore of these PVi went to ERUNEI under S/in
SUGINO.

On ijay 29 1945 I nmoved to Kanau with FW on orcders from
Arny EQ. . We were informed that an Australian landing at
Sandakan was imminent and other rcascns for noverment being the
severity of air-raids at Sandakan. Capt. TAKAKUA was i/c and
I was 2 i/c for the noverment, Lt. SUZUKI from OKAYARA FUTAIL
was also present and in addition were S/laj. TSUJI, S/HMa].
ICEIKAWA (Qii), S/llaj. FUSITA (1. ED.), OZAWA (Civ. Interr.), the
last named for 4 cdays only.

I rcmnenber S/liaj. STICPFEWICH. Therc were 536 PW in the
party on leaving carmp. Therc were 91 English and 439 Australilar
PW. At 2100 hrs. on 1lst day of larch 4 PW rcturncd to Sandakan
bv truck fronm 11 nile. %0 STICFEWICE assuncd charge of No. 2
group. There were then 6 short. Total 53C.

Cn leaving Sandakan I had no nominal roll of FVW for nmcve-
ment. At the cnd of the asphalt rcad at thc cnd of the first
day I called for norinal rclls of all PW then prescent. Thesc
were suppliec by squad leaders. The first check from norlnal
rolls rcvealed discrepancy in nunbers of about 6.

I gave orders for TUKUSHIIA and ¥YSUJI (S/kaj.) to come
along at the rear to makc out list of dcad and put such FW in
the jungle. Thesc rnen were assistcd by other guards who werc
changed round fron tirme to tine. The last 2 soldiers tc joln
the force at Sendakan werc SUZURI, [ itsuo,and RCPAYASHI, Titsuo.

3 parties of LG cene to Tambinan in charge of YANO Shoji
and another. Thev werc also OC of 3 party and 1 do not know
the narkcs of the OC of the other one party. 1 did not know
who they arc now.

Throughout the rarch Trom Sandakan men drcpped cut along
the track a2nd others coculd nct move in the rcrnings and were
lcft at the prcviocus night's camp.

e ——— e




Lvidentiary Docurcnt lic. 5422, Faegc 2.

//, T remember the tctal destruction of Serndakan canp CR 29

ley 1945. The PW werc ailowed to talie sone docurents or medi-
cal suppliecs fror Tic 2anD. They were burnt by us. A PW
was only zllcwed to take vhat he could actralliy Carry, the
rest was left bchind =nd Cestroved. Thls vas all done on
TLKAKUA's crders and 1 was present while the destruction was
carried out. I do not think that the destruction of tne
rmedical suprlics was humanc CT lawful .

Ltout 183 Enzlish aad Avu3tralien 2W
of the 536 thot left tandsxani cf +hese -
and also 1 Lustralian wio 21ad cn Hie s,
dead. OFf the 353 anecceonted iror, Y4 escepe
werc 111 end were ont ot cf chicir niscry byoe:!
asked for death rzaihcr then be lefc Lehiind.
exactly nor c¢idc roports show accurabtely how
FULUSHIIA and TSUJI céraggca bodies into the jungle. L%
TLKLKUA's orders solciers WETe told to dispcse of sick PW and
to see that none werc left béhind., I was i/c of thc disposal
of sick PW but was nov present at the killings.

1ved at han

NCTG o

-

I o

8

r-) }
W1

FQ O MW
Hf+

-
(]
-
-~

vJ L W
vl ipcas

i }4" J
sain P™
RS-

I roved with the rcar group with thc exccption of FUF U
guUIliA's party. Lach rorning all theose P who were unable to
travel wecre placed in ZTOWDS for FUKUSHTILIA and TSUJI. The

disposal of Ttlicse vW was donc bchind me and I nevcr knew who
killed thene

I arrived st Fanau on thc 25 June, 1945, 2nd canped atthe
foot of the nmcuntain 2 niles from Renau, _Next day everyonc
—bunan working caup at the 110% miie (I clearly
cncyn nere When 1 rcached this
ol onder cend. cf 2nd. Lt SUZUKI,
W in the canmp under thc cond. of

TAKLKUA .

The figure of 54 cscepecs Was arrived at as the number
uwnzccounted for on 1y 1ists, This was the only way I could
sccount for them. I dGilc not riakc out any death ccrtificatces
-n¢ I cannot renenber any being mede out. When s/l STICPEWICH
escaped the orders were +o rccepiure him and find cut the plans
nade by cthcrs to cscapPCe Tlerc was no corder toO shcot hime

The invcstigation into JOHN HOWE's escape WaS condue ted
by MOLITAKE anc HOSHIJIlif.e HORE was kililed and his body
placed on the PW carp sign, LOSHIJIIMA and I viewed tne bcdy
therc, I thinrk HORE was shot in the chest by HINATA Genzo.

Prior to thet escapc PVis were caught golng mdcr thc wire
~t the cnd cf the ceamp UC cct fcod through a drain pipe. Thecse
men werce taken back TO HQs ané¢ placcd in the guard hcousc anc
wore later put in the cage, as V¢ vicwcd this as @ seriocus
of fencc, The KEIPEI TAL werc not conccrned with thils. 1 saw
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I know that onc vho was very sick, éied in the cage.
HOSHIJIliA was in chargc and gavce orders to IIORIT.KE as to
the treatrent cof thesc Pise.

{//the nen in the cage but had nothing to do with their trecatrnont

Three deys aftcr S/1 STICFEVICH cscapcd at KANAU sick
PWs were taken on stretchcers up the hill to the ceretcry.
This wes the 1lst., August, 1945. Since I arrived et LAEUAN 1
have rade furthcr cnquiries end as far as I cen deternine the
datec the PWs were taken up to the cemetery and killed was the
1st. Lugust, 1945, There were 17 of thesc sick mcne 1 was
in cherge anc Sgt. OKADL and approximctcly ten Fermosan guards
werc also present £t the killing., All thce Formosan guards
that were actually pcstcd tc the cemp were in thc carp area
on that day. I ney bec ablc to recognise sone of thesc guerds
if I sew then.

Lfter thesce 17 were killecé there were ebout 16 left in
the camp anc¢ these were also shot on lst. August, 1945. 1l
of these were taken about 100 rietres along the roacd towards
TLI'RUNAN 2nd shecte. S/M TSUJI with a fresh lot of about 15
or 16 Formosen guzrds shct the scccnd latch, These two
killings wcrc 2t the serc tirec 1000 hours on 1lst. August, 1945.
I do not know the namcs ¢f the PWs killcd. FICONE, COCK,
CHOPFINGs OLTSHOT, DiNIFLS (Englich Docter), HASKEY, and
EVLNS may have bcen anong theme I only knew a few at SANDAKAN
and only knew a few of the section lcadcrs on thc march.

Civilian FUJITA (interprcter) was prcsent in camp but had
nothing to do with the killings. Sgt. BEPPU took five PW
officers abcut 100 retres towards RANAU i.e had ten Formosean
guerds with hin. Also &t 1000 hcurs on 1lst. Lugust, 1945, at
the 1113 nilc at junction of two rcads end behind rice store
Sgt. BEPPU!'s party shot the five PW officers,

Set. IWABE wes out scarching for STICPEWICH and had
nothing to do with the killings, S/11 HOLIZUIII hacd not yet
arrivec fron SANDAKLN., I did not know that it was a general
order frcnm Arrv HQ@s to kill PWs. I ¢o nct know what IIORITLKE's
orcers werc. They were given direct from TAKLKUA, liy orders
carie frconm rv cormreaender TAKLKUL,

WUJITL (medicel Sergeant) had been wounded and was in bed 1n
the cearnp arca at the time of the killings, I dc¢ not know what
the rcason wes for the killings, but I think it possible thet
the conranders fezred thet the PWs wculc cscepe,

Sgt. BEPPU's party killed 5 PUs
H OKADA's party killed 17 PVWs
M o TSUJIis party killed 11 PVis
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/}he order for thc killing was secret. I heve carefully checke

:the datc and ean surc thet the killings tock placc on l1lst,
. hugust, 1945, Information other then this rmst bc a rnistakc

I first kncw thet the wer was cver cn the 2nd. Scpterber, 194!
Dceuricnts fror HQs geve this infermetion. I heard somc
surrender bills were dropped from eircreft about 20th flugust,
1945, but did nct believe them and thought thet they werc

just propagande.

On the 28th July, 1945, I rercrber Ceptein Cock bringing
cocumnecnts tc rme from deceased Plvs for cdespetceh to alliec
corrané. Thesc were gll burnt with ny personal gear at
LLNLT, After the 1st., Lugust, 1945, the cermp noved first
to TAMEUNAN erriving there 26ta August, 1945, and later

rmcved to S/LPCONG,

- I, L/Lt. WATLANLRE Genzo% do solcrnliy affirn the above
| h

!

|

i
.‘
|
i
I
!

i
|

stetcixcnt ve be the truth, thz whcle truth anc¢ ncthing

rut the truth,
(Sgd) WALTLNLTE Genzo
Affirned before re ot LABULN on 8-12-45,
(Sgd) J. T. ORAN, Lt.

Certified true ccopy.

(sgf) T. HORN/IE
LT s COL,




