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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No. 4011 24 May 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT

Title and Neture: Copy, Notes of Discussion Mussolini-
Ribbentrop

Date: 22 Sep 40 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language:German

Has it been traaslated? Yes (xX) No ()

Has it been photostatcd? Yes (x) No ( )

LOCATION OF CRIGINAL: Marburg Doc. Center
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: O0CC, Nurnberg
PERSONS IMPLICATED:

CRIMES TO WHICF DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Relations with US, GE,
and USSR

SUMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page refercnces):

l, On page 46349, the imminent signing of the tripartit
pact between Germany and Italy 1s discussed.

2., If Russia's recaction to this pact should be unfavor-
able, she will be offered, in "a friendly way," a free hand
in the fulfillment of all her wishes southwards toward the
Persian Gulf or Indih. (Page 46350)

35 It is hoped to sign the secret military pact with
Spain simultanzously vwith the pact with Japan. Germany, Ital
and Snain should v»ut pressure on President Zslazar of
Portugal to turn away from.Eniland, towards Spain. (p. 46350)
Turkey is discussed on psge 46351.

4. In connection with the probable strong recction to
the Japanese pact in America, RIBBENTROP informed MUSSOLINI
of some documents which could bc used ageinst the prestige
of Roosevelt. MUSSOLINI agreed that Roosevelt was responsib:
for the war and agreed also to use the documents. However,
he doubted that the publication could prevent the election
of Roosevelt., It was then deccided to break off the diplomati
rclations with America, in a demonstrative manner after the
publication of the documents. (Page 46351 and 46352)

5. The rest of the meeting was decvoted to the strategic
situation in North Africa,

- /A.N.: DNuraberg Doc. #1865-PS e/

Analyst: C.W.J.Phelps | Doc. No. 4011
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ROM 33/40

Bsseozd

dhmﬂunmmum,&h&ndﬁﬁnmlph

suggested 1u 18 for M. | conserning the formtion of Seehniesl bosrds for
exsution of the pact. Tue Foreign Mimister sxpressed the Bope that it wowd
upmmbymddmn-tuamumauumm
Faet with bnchB.ul.Tﬂo bulnlmm-hh-lhm
umummuu-mtumumun.umhnnu
'lmhnmmuﬁmorﬁomudunmmrmun the ixis, sugh

85 Hmgary, hT.lﬂ*lMMatMtWQﬂhuto
toMbymmmddmlmh.mormbnmﬁ-bb

" shevik attitude of mmMmmmnuamm
not show a %00 strongly smutd-Russisn mw.)m dropped these doubts again,
‘a8 the DUCE declared mmotmm:-ﬁumu@&ncu
the thersby emphasized mmwuﬂmuammmw*
/unmuo-wmmh:upmmmuu u-.m..




DUCE, thet Germsay end Italy wemted %o consluie a $hree power past with Spaia.
SERRANC SUNER would inform Gemerslissimo FRANCO by special courier of 'this wish,
end 1% was hoped that & reply wuld bde regeived frem FRANGO by the middle of the
week, 80 that about the time as the pact with Japsa the military allisnee eould
also be seeretly signed.
In eonnestion with the Spamish question the conversation alse twned uwpom
Fortugal and pressure %o bde joiatly exerted by Cermmmy, Italy and Spain wpeon.
“resideny ZALAZAS in the direction of a withdrewal from Jeglesd amd & repproche-
ment to Spain. Without expressing himself unequivosally o this joiat, the
DUGE s$1)1 seemed to agree with this ides. Ho stressed ia this comnection the
Porfugal's fear of being sbsorded by Spain. Oa the Dases of telegrem No. 1320
of 29.9.0940 from TARABYA on the proposals of Turkey eonserning & Mussisa-Turkish
Mﬁﬁhnﬂdﬁmﬁuofﬁhmnhﬂmhmmmn
" sebiza for the fres passage of the straits an exshange of views devaloped on the
Qtuh'orthmlhﬁ.‘hrh The Reich Joreign Minister repeated the
+nﬂu“rwwmnmnnwnummﬂntnhoduoﬂn-
nﬂ-ﬁummamanv«uun-umumsdhm
-*'i \%'ht-huhd mtﬁodnprdnnanmm)mummmm

bo mlt. loruldhqnuuonmhcthnt-tm-othﬂh

hﬂlmutd'thhﬂidlm-. bthqunﬂondntmﬁm
mmu’nymmnmmqmm.mmum
_dm%mumuuururmzw There where no tesritoriel
mwxmn'ﬁnnum;uﬁnﬁcmmtwuﬂd“
utmtadlﬁrﬂmm’nhhdmmtmudp To the extent that
W'-mu-mmuwm.mwmnu—umxumm
,ﬁ;mguhdhnmtcmu. nmuormnuouu;-nmm
of the State, who completely misunderstanding ho preseat ntuﬁ.h been
hitherte striving to continue the pro mid poliey of KiMAL,

Ja ecomneetion with the Japsmese Pact end its presumedly stromg effect on Ameriee.

a
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the Forelgn Mindster inforsed the Duce secrotly aboub a further blow which
posuibly ooculd be dlrocted against ROCSEVELY on the bhrength of som hesvily
incricinating docuwsente, mmwmuwmauﬁ-m
reasponsible person for this war, the beginmning of which he encouraged in
mwmwmvwmmmmmamnm;m
espoeially during the vesant fallure of the N27 DEALe The Duoe very
mwduapuuammm"w,utmmu
wmvxm-mumm,mmum
didate WILLXIS had comuited the mistake of propoeing the same progran

as B0OJEVELT in the election campain, The Americen publlic, as things
wore ab the mowent, would, in his opinion, stand more or less selidly -
behimd ROCUEVELT, even if considering the hysterigal dispesitlon of the
mmmammmmwnmmm
MWaﬂmmwMW&wdm&

uwmmmmummmuwmm

" 0 the questicns of tbe Aeich Burelgn Minlster 8 Ao the state of
-mmmm-mwmmmumm
progress of military eveats, The first stage of the affensive which
had penstyeted uwp o 100 lms, inko enemy territory, wos now concluded,
For the second stage, viilch wes to axtend for 120 sove. xilameters to
mmmmmuu,mu-mtw
CHAZIANT, mmwmmum.ﬁmmmmu




;:Lr 'iT i \:H fv’l"

offensive against Igypte The third stage would end wilh the conguest of
¢wMAmMmimemmwmmm.
To the question of the Relch Foreign Minister aos to when, under these cire
cusstances, the conclusion of the entire enterprise against Zgypt eould

be expected, the Duce replied rather hesitatingly that he hoped to be eble
to conclude the Lgyptian cempeign by bhe end of October, After the conguect
of MERSAH MATRUH the British Fleet would have to w;.thdmw from ALEXANDRIA
in consequence of the possibilities for the efiective use of the Italian

Alr Foree and in case GIHUALTAR should by theR: already be in the hands j
of the Spaniards, would, if possibls, hmt.oerreotamm.rmghpﬂ
GIBRALTAR into the 'Atlmbic. A retreet through the ‘ﬂllﬂ CANAL would be
teoo dangerous bocmttncamlitulrcmﬂdbopumdata”podnfoﬂ'
6 kKilometers an hour. In any case a strong resistange by the English in
Egypt had to be reckoned with, because the loss of this eountry would pose-
ibly involve the collapse of the entire Zmpire, After the Duse had annoum—
ced another wiitten reply to tho Pushrer's letter, the discussion was
congluded with a cordial leavetaking.

Rame, 22 September 1940

3 May 46

I, JOHN B, ROBILSCN, Civ., X-046350, hereby eertify that I am thorcughly

conversant with the English and German languagesj and that the above is a

true and correct translation of Document 1865-P3,

JOUN B¢ ROBINSON
Civ., X~046350
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/" Doce. NO, 40;;'

Lxccrpt svem the Record of thc conversation of the Germanm °
Minister of Foreiga Lffairs with the DUCE In tYe prcsencc of
Count CIANO and Lmbassador von MACKENSEN on 22 September 1940

at tYec Pelezzo Venczila,

. . . ,Tre Ccrman Forcign Minister madc known his
intcntion to invite SEERRLNO SUNER to be a gucst at tThe
ratification, and likcwisc to lnvite represcntatives of the
countricsz on felendiy torus =itk the Lxis, such as Hungary,
Bulgaria and Rumenla, Count CILNO at first exnressed
doubts as to whetrer by the presence of a Spanish delegate
beceause of trec known ansi-Bolsbevik attitude ol t?e‘Spanis%
Government., the Trree Power Pact witk Javen wouid not srow
a. too stroagly arnii-Russian tomosncy, but dropped Trese
doubts again, as trc DUCE decliared thc presencce of SERRLNO
SUNER ratrer uscfuli on account of the thereby emphasized
soliderity of 8pain with thc threc signatoriese. o o

Rome, 22 Se¢pter:ber 1940
SCFMIDT
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i. (Crig. in Doc. Rms)

AFRIDLVIT

T. GERLRD SCPVAEFEL, pelng first cvly su.0ta O oni} 4 dupose

and sy

L. Trat I an Cricf of the Documcntation Division
of tre Office of thre United Slates Triefl o7 COJH.Ll Nui¢ npCYE .
Germany, aind as sush rave pO‘B*ﬁh10q4 custody and eonv.-ol. of
tre origzﬂﬂ; cen*ir“d encat dosruent ‘numoercd LY Jﬂ-f; bv

said Documentaticnn DvVisodne

5. That gald ehoves refcrred %o nriginal docyncnt
was capturcd en? cohtuinin b; milivary forccs under bhe
comnand of sFe Sunvene Uonnencor, Litted Diipedilvicnary Forces,
from German Forcign J{7ins files end Jrerl €5,

2 Tbrt geld QrisLink 'JDfﬂ'GG cremy dozsuncent
aftor 1ts selz 1t and gRLYVL WA toyfored o, £ilced with
numbcred 214 ‘S“ﬁfﬁﬂuﬂ et LR of "fu:;A';Lirn Divisicon of Sﬁid
Office of tic Lr-tcd S[ratas Obarf of Covascl ag Nur qutﬁg

Yoo

Germany in tYe mennce set forth ond deseribed 1n coall by
me in & cclua*n affidrvit medc Ly me and dated tre L3th of
April 1946 cnd eaphloncd, “hifidevit Conzerning the Copturc,
Processing and F esecvetion of German Dozunenus®, and wriel
said affidavit I Yercby veeity, retify and effirn and r.ake
a part of tre Yercin afridavit bJ rcfecronce,

4. Tnot t e cdocunent to wrich thrig afiidavit is
attached is a troc and ecorrcct protostetic copy of soid [
originel cepturcd cnenmy doc umcnt atpve descriped end referred |

toe

5. Trot said above rcferred to originel captured [
cnemy docunent is being reid by me for pessibic use in |
connection witn tre trial of ¢ JLH&“Cd war eviminnsis boiore |
the Intcrnational Mititary Txipansd . end tret a prﬂrostatiu
copy of ,aij original is nercby ivenlisred and certified TO
because of the unsvailedi,ity of sz1d original docunent for

tre recesons sbove et fortne

/sf_G _8cracfer

'ard
rd Scracter

SUBSCRIBED AND &WORN to beforc nc this 3rd day of May 1946,

_$nith W, Brockbart, Jr. ILt.Col
G ‘P W. PROONFART, 4R., IGD
uT COLaHLL ¢G3

0 -508524



— "l
r -
\ A

INT_RNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc. No. 4011 24 May 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF A''TACHED DOCUMENT

Title and Nature: Copy, Notes of Discusgigpn Mussolini-
Ribbe -

Date: 22 Ser 40 Originzl ( ) Copy (x) Language:German
Has it becn translzted? Yes (x) No ()

Has it been photostated? Yes (x) No ( )

LOCATION OF CRIGINAL: Marburg Doc. Center
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: OCC, Nurnberg
PERSONS IMPLICATED:

CRIMES TO WHICKF DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Relations with US, GEB,
and USSR

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page refercnces):

l. On page 46349, the imminent signing of the tripartit
pact between Germany and Italy is discussed,

2. If Russia's reaction to this pact should be unfavor-
able, she will be offered, in "a friendly way," a free hand
in the fulfillment of all her wishes southwar&s toward the
Pecrsian Gulf or India, (Page 46350)

3« It is hoped to sign the secret military pact with
Spain simultaneously with the pact with Japan. Germany, Ital
and Spain should »ut pressure on President Zalazar of
Portugal to turn away from England, towards Spain. (p. 46350)
Turkey is discussed on page 42351.

4« In connection with the probable strong rezction to
the Japanese pact in America, RIBBENTROP informed MUSSOLINI
of some documents which could be used against the prestige
of Roosevelt. MUSSOLINI agreed that Rcosevelt was responsib]
for the war and agreed also to use the documents. However,
he doubted that the publication could prevent the election
of Roosevelt., It was then decided to break off the diplomati
relations with America,’'in a demonstrative manner after the
publication of the documents. (Page 46351 and 46352)

5« The rest of the meeting was devoted to the strategic
situation in North Africa.

/A.Ne.: Nurnberg Doc. #1865-PS./

Analyst: C.W.J.Phelps Doc. No. 4011

\




% ) e » )

Doc. No, 4011 ()[N /\ ( Page 1

Exccrpt from the Record of the conversation of the Gerdan !
Minister cf Foreign Affairs with the DUCE in tre presencc of
Count CIANO and Lmbassador von MACKENSEN on 22 Septcmber 1940

at tre Palezzo Venez.s&s

» o« ,The German Forcign Minister madc knowm hris

lt intcntion to invite SERRANO SUNER to be a guest at the

: ratification, and likewisc to invite representatlves of thre

countries on friendly terms witbh the £xis, such as Hungary,
ria and Rumania. Count CILNO at first expressed

Bulga
L dou%ts as to whretrer by the presence of a Spanish delegate
| bccause of tre known a%ti-Bofsbevik attitudg of thre Spgnis_

Government, thc Trree Power Pact witk Japan would not srow i ¥
a too strongly anti-Russian tcndency, but dropped trese |

| doubts again, as tre DUCE declared trc precsencc of SERRLNO

- SUNER ratrcr useful on account of the thereby emphasized
goliderity of Spain with the threc signatoriese « o

Rome, 22 September 1940

SCFMIDT
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and sa&:

j Tbat I an CPlff of the Documcntation Division

of the Offlce or uFC United & t tes Crief o? Counscl, NLFDDflt.

German{ and as aph rave pcusession. custody nnf r*ﬂ**oJ O
tre original c"n“' red enc 3 dostnent numpercd 1865~ oy

said Documentation Dlvisione

i
« That gotd shovrs rcferrcd to oricing } Broany e
was ca tL“ dend obtain:a by military f0orLCS i

o 1Y)

| 8
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1.

comnand of %ire ??; cpe Lonmandsr, Lilied rdp:aLtlanary rorces,

ﬂv-"l

from German Forcign Jriice 'iles and {rc-li €5,

-

3, Treb s2ld orleinal 2anbtvred c(ncny cosuricnt
after its sclzuvc and cacio e 77 gt rered. 59, Tilea with
numbcred end p;utufst DY The S0 TnUatat ol 311_.- At sqid

Office of the Un:ted States Q“_Lr cf flotzscl at hurnocrg,
Germany in tre manner set fort- end dezcribed in cdctall by
me in a certein effidevit madc by me ond dated tre 15th of
April 1946 cnd caphioned, “Affidevit Conzcrrning tre Copturc,
Processing and Preservetion of Germon Docunents®, and which
sald affidavit I rercby vcreify, ratify and affirm and rake

a part of tre rercin affidavit by reference,

4. That tYc¢ docuncnt to wrich thris affidavit 1s
attached 1s 2 truc and correct protostatic copy of saild
originel cepturcd cncnmy documcnt etove descriped end rcfcecrred
t0o

ho - Thot said above rcfcrrod to originel captured
cneny docuncnt s being reid by me for possibic use in
connection witr tre tfl?l of ﬂLLOng wa T ﬂv'mina¢s bcfore
the Intcrnational Military Tripanzd . “Du trat a phctostatic
copy of said originai is heriby Ifvraished and certifled to
because of tThec unavailapi,ilty of se2l1d original document for
thc reesons above set fortng

— 8L 0L
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l

] , £

¢ N, yJJ}J
LS A A\ TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT
} ./ 1865-PS, OFFICE OF U$ CHIEF
OF_COUNSEL

\ \ 12‘3,/’\§“‘\\ Eyj{ﬁ\ btﬁ v

| Record
.u}bf the conversation of the Minister of Foreign Affairs
with the DUCE ’n the presence of Count CIANO and Ambas-
sador von MACKENSEN on 22 September 1940 at the Palazzo
Venezia *

~I he Foreign Minister first informed the DUCE about the State
N of the Japanese negotiations by reading important items of
({Y telegram No. 984 of 21 September from TOKIO. The DUCE also
declared himself in agreement, that the earlier formulation
\ ‘f_mentioned under 1 A in the zbove telegram should be retained
| without mentioning the "veiled attack" ahd also agreed with
' the formulation suggested in 18 for No, 4 concerning the forma-
N tion of technical boards for execution of the pact. The Foreigr
I"inister expressed the nope that it would be possible by the

\i?h, end of the next week at the Jatest to gign the Three Power Pact

¢ [with Count CIANO in Berlin, | The Foreign llinister made known
his intention to invite SEREANO SUNER to be a guest at the
ratification, and likewise to invite representatives of the
countries on friendly terms with the Axis, such as Hungary
Bulzaria and Rumania. Count CIANO at first expressed doubés
'as to whether by the rresence of a Spanish delegate, because
of the known anti-Bolshevik attitude of the Spanish Govern-
ment, the Three Power Pact with Japan would not show a too
strongly anti-Russian tendency, but dropped these doubts again,
as the DUCE declarsd the prescnce of SERRANO SUNER rather use-
ful on account of the thq;;iy emphasized solidarity of Spain

with the three signatories,} On a suggestion by the Reich Foreig
Minister the view was talkem’'concerning Russia to wait first for
her reaction to the Japan Pact and at the aporopriate moment
to offer Russia in friendly terms a free hand regarding thes ful-
filment of any of her desires in the southern zone of the Per-

1 sian Gulf, or in India, Furthermore, tae Foreign Minister in-

' formed the DUCE about the state of the negotiations with Spain.
He mentioned that a special delegate had been sent to SERRANO
SUNER, at present staying in Brussels, to notify him, in
accordance with the agreement concluded Friday between the
Reich Foreign Minister and the DUCE, that G_rmany and Italy
wanted to conclude a three power pact with §pain: SERRANO SUNER
would inform Generalissimo FRANCO by special courier of this
wish, and it was hoped that a reply would be received fronm
FRANCO by the middle of the Week2 so that about the time as the
pact with Japan the military alliance could also be secretly
signed,

In connection with the Spanish question the conversation also
turned upon Portugal and pressure to be jointly exerted by Ger-
many, Italy and Svain upon President ZALAZAR in the direction
of a withdrawal from England and a rapprochement to Spain.
Without expressing himself unequivocally on this point, the
DUCE still seemed to agree with this idea. He stresseé in this
connection the Portugal's fear of being absorbed by Spain. On
the basis of telegram No, 1320 of 29,9.1940 from TARABYA on the
proposals of Turkey concerning a Russian-Turkish friendship
pact with guarantese of the Turkish borders by the SOVIET UNION
in return for the free passage of the straits an exchange of
views developed on the attitude of the AXIS to the Turks. The
Reich Foreign Minister repeated the opinion already expressed
by him in earlier conversations that a too close understanding
between Turksy and Russia would not be in the interest of the
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AXIS-Powers, but emphasized that the danger of sucn a clcse
cooperation woulid not be very great, He raised the question
whether the attemvwt should not be made to pull Turkey out of
the English syster, To the gnestion about relations betwecn
Turkey and Italy cnd about certa’n Turkish apprehensions, the
DUCE declared that Turkey had aothing to fear from Italy.
There were no territorial clieims by Italy on that country:

but rather was oniy a question of economic interestis of I%aly
of which the Turks had an exact knowledge. To the extent that
EngYand's position became still worse, Turkey wonld be drawn
to the Italian 2nd Cerman side quite of hsr own accord. In
spite of the rather obctinate President of Lie State, who com-
pletely misunderstanding the rresent gitvation nas been hither-
to striving to continue the pro-allied policy of KEMAIL.

In connection with the Japarece Pach and its presumaply strong
effect on America, the Foureign Minister informed the Duce
secretly about a fursher blow which possibly could bes dirscted
apainst ROOSEVELT cn the strength of some haavily incriminat-
ing documents. The Duce agreed that RUCSEVELT was the really
responsible person for this war, the beginning of which he en-
couraged in every w=y in order % hush up his domestic politiea
difficulties, and especially during the recent fallure of the
NEW DEAL. The Duce very much approved of the plan of a step
against ROOSEVELYT, but was pesitive regarding ROOSEVELT's
chances in the slecztions, because the rival-candidate WILLKIE
had commited the miztake of provosipg the same progranm as
ROOSEVELT in the eleciion campaigphi. Ihe American public, as
things were at the momeni, would, in his opinion, stand more

or less solidly behird RBOCEEVELT, even if conaidering the
hysterical dispositicn of the Americon voting misses a swing
in the other direetion at the last minu*te ceused by some un-
foresezn evernt was ccoupletely within the range of possibility.
To the guestion of the Feich Forelgn Minisuer as to whelner 1%
would not be mucn mere expsdient t¢ break off diplepatic rela-
tions with the United States dramatically afier publicatiomn of
the documznhtsz with the declozabion that there was no animosity
felt against the American paoplz, but that velations could no
longer be maintained with thne ROVSEVELT Govormnent afier 1ts
enormous gnilt in having encouraged tihis war had recently be-
come kmown, The Duge was in particular agreemént with thi

idea becaunse Troq lialian expsrience the American counsuls had
not only sent out completely false reports tc the'United States

on Italy's situaticn, but aiso have in many cases acued as spie:

for England.

To the aquestions of *“he Reirh Foreign Minister as ©o the slate
of operations ia Egvpt the Duce expressed himnself yery savle-
fied with the progreas of military events., The first stage of
the offensive which had penetrated up to 100 kms. ianto enemy
territory, was now concluded. For the second siags, whicn

was to extend for 120 more kilometers to MERSA MATRUH, all
preparations had been mzdz, sccording e 2 I'epory by GRAZIANT.
GRAZIANI himself would come tc Rome in th2 next few cays TC
discuss with the Duce the details of this second phase of tThe
Ttalian offensive against Egypt. The third stage would end
with the conguest of ALEXANDRIA and would nscessitatz the con-
pletion of another 300 kitlonmeters., ToO the questicn of the
Reich Foreign Minister as to when, under these circunsiances,
the conclusion of the entire enterprise against Egyph could be
expected, the Duce replied rather hesitatingly that he hopszd
to be able to concludc the Egyptian campaign by the end of
October. After the conquest of MERSAH MATRUH the British Ileet

1
|
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would have to withdraw from ALEXANDRIA in consequence of the
possibilities for the effective use of the Italian Air Force
and in case GIBRALTAR should by then already be in the hands
of the Spaniards, would, if possible, have to effect a break-
through past GIBRALTAR into the Atlantic, A retreat through
the SUEZ CANAL would be too dangerous because the canal itself
could be passed at a speed of only 6 kilometers an hour. In
any case a strong resistance by the English in Egypt had to

be reckoned with, because the loss of this country would poss-
ibly involve the collapse of the entire Fmpire. After the
Duce had announced another written reply to the Fuehrer's

letter, the discussion was concluded with a cordial leavetak-
ing,

Rome, 22 September 1940
SCHIMIDT

3 May 46

I, JOHN B. ROBINSON, Civ., X-046350, hereby certify that
I am thoroughly conversant . with the English and German lan-

guages; and that the above is a true and correct translation
of Document 1865-PS.

/s/ John B, Robinson
JOHN B. ROBINSON
Civ-, x-046350
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