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T is to be confeffed that in this

Hiftory there is but a parcel,
and it tells you but of one cir-

cumftance, yet gifz_/e.r lght_to
a many confiderableones ; which
mon Reader may the better draw

out, L fhall only briefly acquaint him that .

“James the fifth, a cruel and vain-glorious
Prince loft his two only Sous, (bothin one
week) a little before be was [lain at Flods
den-field, and fo left no other Heir, but
Mary, a Child of four days old, which he
never had feen. This Child was accepted,

2 and at five years of age (the Scots [eeing

g they were likely to make better merchandize

2 of her in France, than inEngland, the they
then proferd high) fent her into France, and at
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To the Reader. ®

12 married her to the Dauphin, afterward
Francis the firft, who at two years left ber a
widow, and fo fbe returned to Scotland,
where fbe_found her Mother weltring in her
cruelties, (a Guilc) and wafting and gather-
ing with all her might. She eing removd,
the Queen came to be Mafter of berfelf, and
Jfoon after in a gasty took Henry Lord Dar-
ley, Son to the Earl of Lenox, one of the
goodlicft Perfonages accounted of his time,
to her Husband. But it feems her firft
flames being allayed , there was one David
Rize esther kad been, or was grown «more
into favour, [o that the King grew every
day difcountenanced ; and whereas before i
the Coins (as many of them I have féen,
comparing the years) it was in the end of
one year, Henricus & Maria, &c. It wasm
the beginning of the other, Maria & Hentri-
cus, &c. and inftead of receiving the honour
of a King, hewas fent away from the Court
without either train or neceffariese This
with other informations of the Queens car-
riages, and the incouragement of fome of the
Novility brought him back to Edenburgh,
where finding David in the Queen's company,
Snatclid bimout of her prifence {giving-her
Sfone words of comfort and affurance, for

he was then great wuh child) and wunh
Sowe of his Affytants {ini hun 2ui0another

ife. :

+

: i aged This



To the Reader.

This Minion being gone, Bothwel cane
mto favour, and that how fwiftly and power-
Jully you may ‘perceive by the Letters an-
nexed to the Difcourfe.  But her bate to
her Husband was [o exafperated, that both
ber and Bothwel's malice and wits, made
bis deftruttion their chief am. Her carri-. -
age to him grew daily more and more firange,
Jhe augmented her negleét, in (o much that
at the chriftening of that Son, who was
after a Plague to this Nation, he was not
Juffered to receive the leaft Honours or Ad-
dreffes. :

She being again at liberty then thought
2o beftir ber [elf about the compaffing of
Revenge; Poifon was attempted, but the
Jerength of bis youth overcame it which
the accurfcd Woman [eeing, flattered him
into agrecment and prefenily lwll'd him in-
to credulity ; [o that he came again to E-
denburgh, and was lodg'd in a ‘little houfe
near the Palace, tut out of all hearing.
Hither fhe broyght her own rich Bed, and
Sfrequently vifited him with all fhews of af-
fection.  But one Sunday night, [be difco-
vercd her [ilf, and feiching a deep figh ; O,
J#vs fBe, This time twelvemonth was David
R = fain! This it feems came from her
heart 5 for within a few days, the unfor-
tunate yourg man, as aninferie to the Ghoft
of a Fidler, was flraigled in bis Bed, the

e Az . houfe



To the Reader.

houfe blown up, and his body thrown out
into the garden, the Queen's rich bed being
a day or two before removd.

Now was fbe at liberty for Bothwel, but
there was one obftacle, he had a Wife al-
ready, but (be poor woman muft be forced
to fue ot a Divorce, which was procured
in eight days. 8o that now the way was
[finooth, and an Ambaffadonr with fine penw'd
inftruttions f[emt to the King of France, to
give an account of ber new Marriage.” But
all this could not fEill the cries of the Peo-
ple, whofe impatience, grief, ~and_rage at
that time (particulars whereof I have feen
in aw authzntick Scotch diirnal of that
dateﬁwas uch, that Bothwel was forced
to fuborn fome People to accufe him ; but he
baving Creatures enough, few daring to wit-
nefs, and many 7ud2ges of his Party, was ac-
quitted. But at laft the honeft part of the No-
bility, [enfible of thofe miftarriages, made a
head, broke Bothwel's Forces, and put him
to flight, took her Prifoner, and made her
refign up the Government to her Som, (all
thus before the fuid Ambaffadour who was
[fent into France, had bis firft Audience)
then _a child in the Cradle, known after-
wards by the name of James the fixth;
who though he were accounted o wife man,
Sbould be zm'aumfezz with me-much wzjér if
ke bad known his own Father: For here

3 : n



To the Reader®

in lefsthan a year and an half’s [pace, (no
longer was all this in tranfalting) there
were three known Favourites, Rize, Dar;,gcff‘“
ley, andBothwel ; andwhich of thefe might
bave hit luckieft may be well doubted, é‘;/
(as I have beard fome Scots lowdly aver)

the Child itfelf were not [uppofititious.

This 45 as much as I can fo5 will give
light to the Book that follows. \’Twas writ-
ten by the moft excellent Pen ;}f that Age,
a man as Sir Philip Sidney jufily calls him,
of a piercing wit, confummate learning ,
and careful obfervation of things, which ..
made him known to the greatell ‘Princes of
his time, and dear tobis own. Thismade him
School-mafter to his King, whe imploy d
him in the weightieft Tranfultions at bome
and abroad, made him Kecper of the Privy
Seal of Scotland (though he never ([ought
himfelf, wor could withdraw from the an-
cient parfimony and frugality ,"le dying ve-
7y poor.) - So that it is not to be [uppofed
that a Perfon [0 well qualificd for know-
ledge in thefe things, and of a Reputation
o untouched, wonld have adventured to di-
vulge wmatters of this nature in a place,
where moft men might have called him Lyar.
But certainly both in his Hiftory,which he de-
dicated to the Son, and in this ‘Piece, which
he penned in the mame of the Lords, if
there were any fault, it was toobroad. And

: though



To the Reader.

though worthy Mafter Cambden, in his An-
nals ze/ls us, He wifhed he might have wiped
out ail that he had writ againft Mazry Queen
of Scots with his blood, yer when I confr-
der the times he writ ‘in, and the general
filence of it among the Scots, and the dif-
grace thar Buchanan died in whey King
James came to matursty ; methinks I can-
w0t give [0 much credit in this to that fa-
wious Hiftorian as in other things, though .
be might mendacium dicere, #of mentiri.

And though Cauflin 7z his holy Conrt,
make her a Heroine, nay, a4 Saint; and
Strada in his De Bello Belgico, digreffes ta
celeorate her with immoderate praifes, \;et
certainly any man, that would guide his bi-
Sfrorical faith aright, will much rather chofe
to believe men either Atlors in bufinefs, or
neighbours to it, and fuch as receive affu-
rance from their eyes, than men that are re-
mote, and fuch as are meceffitated to fee
through the falfe or broken light of infor-
wmations) efpecially perfons hid in cclls, and
excluded from bufinefs, abfolutely devoted to
a religion, to which fbe <was an Appuy,
abfolute Enemy to that Pow:r, under which
Je received juft fentence and execution. To
fay nothing that Religions, efpecially thofe
that [eek to grow into the repute of the
world by carnal ways, think themfelves high-
by advanced ly a long  Bead-roll of Martyrs,

be

.



‘To the Reader.

be their pretences mever fo [light, or their
perfons themftlves never [o much deferving
an Anathema.

And thus much I think may ferve to fhew
that all Blood-Royal is not unmingled, and
that they that tie fuch pofitive devotion to fiuc-
ceffion, do it not upon fuch grounds, but that
they may juftly fear, that many times they
adore a Perkin-Warbeck 7uffead of a Duke of

. York, and facrifice to a guilded idol inftead
of one of mafy gold. For certainly, for a
man to pin bis faith upon any that may be
dubious, is fuch a crafinefs in the underftand-
ing, as will bring all mconveniences either
upon his reafoning or civil happinefs.

Farcwell.

THE
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DETECTION

ACTIONS

‘ ool o
Mary Qu’een of SCOTS.

—=o==—HEREAS Of things judicially

‘ , {57l determined within a domini«
(f'y’ @il on, to haye an account de-
c vd
W/#8|| manded by firangers, is, to
uch as are not fubje&t to
oreign - jurifdictionjy both
firange, and alfo for the
frangenefs difpleafant. - To us, above all
other, it ought to be moft grievous, who
are driven to this ftrait of neceflity, that
g ) whofg
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¢ 3 firft inconftancy.
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2" A Deteion of

whofc faults we defire to cover, their lives
«we are-forced to accufe,- unlefs we ourfclves
will be accounted the moft-wicked perfons
that live. ﬁBout a great part of this gtief is r¢-
lieved by your equity (moft excellent Queent)
who take it no lefs difpleafantly to fec your
kinfwoman, than we to fec our Queen thus
_in fpeech of all men to be fo difhonourably
reported ‘of 5 who ‘alfo are for your part no
{cfs- defirous-to-underftand the tpath; than
we for ours to avoid flander.) \Therefore
we will knit up the matter as briefly as pof-
fibly may be, and declare it with fuch thort-

. nefs; asiwe may rather feént to have Jightly

run dver the chief points,)than te-have large-
ly exprefled thcm,{gcginninggt the Queen’s
foras in making of her

miarriage; et lightnefs was very headlong

and rafh, fo fuddainly follow’d cither imwagd

repentance, or at leaft “outward tokens ‘of

change of her affe@tion, without any ca(u(fcs

appearing. |For whereas the King in former

time was not only ‘ negle&ted, but alfo un*
worthily ufed, ‘at léngth began open hatred

to break out againft him, efpecially in that

winter, when he went to Peble with a fmall

‘train,” even too mean for-a private man,. not
being fent thither 2 hawking, but command-

‘ed away into a corner, far froin counfel, or
knowledge of publick affairs { Neither is it
" neceflary to put in writing thofe things, which
.as they were*then as a fpeétaclé noted of- akl
o el o men'’s



Mary Queenof Scots. 3
men’s eyes; fo now, as a frefh image, they
remain imprinted in all men’s hearts.d And
though this were the beginning of all the
evils that follow’d, yct at the firft their pra-
&ices were fecret, {0 as not only the com-
mon people, ‘but alfo fuch as were right fa-
miliar and prefent at the doing of many mat-
ters, could not underftand throughly, what
thing the Queen then chicfly intended.

A T the laft, about the month of April;
in the year 1566, when the Queen was re-
turned from Dunbar to Edinburgh, and was
lodged in the caftle, fhe kept there till 'the
time of her travail of child. . After her de-
liverance, immediatcly the fecret counfels of
the intended mifchief began to  break out,
the effe@ whereof was this, To difpatch.a-
way the King by one means ‘or other how-
foever, 4nd to marry with Bothwel: And;
that herfelf thould not .be touched  with
fufpicion of the murder, { fhe began fecretlyy
by little and little; to {ow 'feeds of diffen-
tion between the Kingand the Lords that
were* then-at ‘Court, ftill motre” and more
inflaming then, to bring the matter to deadly
feud. And if at any time fhe efpicd the
fufpicions of. the one azainft the. other to
fanguifh, immediately, ‘with new rcports to
both parts, fhe whetted them on again to
freth difpleafires, perfiading the Nobility
againft the King, and the King againft the
Nobility, that each: intended others deftru-

- B2 Qiont



4 <A Detection of

&ion,) And fhe -theught nothing fo long
as t0 fce the matter come tg flrokes, nog
caring whether of them obtain’d the victory s
for fhe accounted the lofs on. cither fide for
her advantage, as hoping thereby to advance
forward one degree nearer to that which the
intended. Emally, In fhort time fhe {o fil-
led theit hearts: with mutual ;calouf ¢s one
againft another,” that there was not a mapn
pf any .rcputation in the Court, but was
driven to this neccflity, cither with difho-
nour to yield to rumours feigned againft him,
or to cnter into combat with the reporters,
or' to withdraw  'him heme. - And though
we. fhall pafs over the reft, having defire to
hafte to the chief point of the matter,  yet
this one notable {landerous praflice at thae
time, is not to be omitted : For on a time
when ‘the King had been in talk with the
Queen, till the night was far fpent, the fam,
in a manner;, of all her communication was,
that almoft all the Nobility had confpired his
death, and were devifing how to difpatch
him. After the King’s departure from-Jer,
the_fene forthwith for the Earl of Murray
her brother, whoafter was Regent, with this
mefiage, That the matter was_ heinous, and
neceflarily requiring his prefence without de-
lay. = He being awak’'d out of -found flecp, in
great fear, caft a night-gown over his thirt, and
ashc was, half-haked, ran to herin hafte. To

him {he ufed cven theliketalk as fhe had then,
before




Mary Queenof Scots. 4
before to the King, informing him, That the
King boiled in"' fuch deadly-hatred. againft
him,ahd took it fo'difpleafanitly that he ftood
{o highly in her grace; thathe was fully deter-
mined; | fo foon a8 any -poffible opportunicy
ferved; to murder hint. ./ 89, as ‘much as-in
her lay, fhe left no’ means unafiay’d to fet
them rogethier by the ears; and; without all
doubt; Had doneit indeed, Gif it had not been
God’s good pleafure to dclivér the innocent
perfons from fo perillous treafbons, * ard to-dif-
clofe her wicked tréacheryy :

‘WhEeN thisattempt failed :
her, fhe> affayd the young . The Quen ofereh
and tmexgcnence%_(icndc- i Elusbhild,
man with a new fubtil pra-
&tice. | Shecarneftly laboured with him, that
while fhe was geeat with- child, he fhould
chufe him fome young Gentlewomnian, where-
of there was great ftore, whofc company he
might ufe in the mean tinie] She promifed
him her affent and furtherance, with pardon
and leave to commit the offence. t:tlc na-
med to him the Eatl of Murray’s wife; not
for that fhe eftecemed that moft noble Lady
moft apt for fuch a villany, but becaufe fhe
thought by that way to be revenged of three
enemies at once, the King, the Earl, and his
wife, and therewithal to win a colour and
caufe of divorce; to make empty bed-room
for Borhwel. ] Aftet flie was deliverd of child,
shough fhe courteoufly entertained all others,
B3 yet



6 .«A Deteltion of
yet as oft as word was blought her that the
King was come to {ce her, Tboth'fhe and her
company fo franicd ‘their {peech and coun-
tenance,  as if they feemed to fear nothing
more than that the King fhould not pcrccivc
that they loath'd hitrey and thathis coming and
prefence was deplcaTgnt tothemall. On the
other fide, Borhwel alone was-all inall; he
alone was governowr of all her counfels, and
all her aﬂ’au‘s f-Knd fo defirous was the Queen
to have her hcalty affe@ion towards him un-
dcrﬁood of all men, that if any it werctobe
made towards her, there was no way of fpecd-
in &gor any man, butby Borhwel, to obtainit. |
ot long after her deliverance, on a day
very carly, 'a.ccompamcd with very few that !
were privy of her counfel, fhe went down
to the warer-fide, at'the place called the New
Haven ; and while all marvelled whither the
went in fuch hafte,. fhé fuddenly entered into
4 fhip there “prepared for her: ~which fhip
was provided by ##7/liam Blacater,  Edmond
Blacater, Leonard Robertfon, and Thamas
Dickfon, Bothwels fervants,: and famous
robbers and pyrates. | ‘With this train of
thieves, all'honcft men wondering at it, fhe
betook herfelf to {ea, taking not any other
with her, no not of her frcnglcmcn, ngr ne-
¢effary attendants for common honefty.  In
Alae-Caftle, where the fhip arrived, how fhe
behaved herfelf, 1 [Thad rather every man fhould
;mth himifclf i unaomc lt, than hca;: me declare:

lpa



MAiry Queenof Scots. - 7.

it. { i'i:his one thing 1 dare affirm, that in all
ler words and doings, .fthe never kept any
regard, I'will not {ay of Queen-like majefty,.
but not of Matron-like modefty., TheKing,
when he heard of ‘this: fudden departure of
the Queen, followed her with all the hafte
that "he poflibly could by land, and there
overtook her, in purpofc and hoping there
to be in her company, jand to enjoy the mu-:
tual loving fellowthip of marriage.| But how
lovingly he was received of her, both all they
that were prefent, ‘and fuch as have heard
them report it, ‘can 'well remember.: For
being fcarccly futfered to tarry therera few
hours, while his men and.horfes baited} he’
was enforced to get himaway 'in hafte again,
on pain of further petil) ' Asfor herfelf, fhe
paftimed there certainrdays, if notin prince~
ly magnificence, yet. in.imore than prinecly,
or rathcr.ﬁl;princcly licentioufitefs) - There
went fhe a hunting, ‘once 'at: the' river  of
Magar, another time at ‘the foreft of Gle-
nartus. ‘There how. ¢oily, yca how: loftily
and difdainfully fhe behaved herfelf to the
King, what necd it: be rchearfed, for ‘the
. thing was openly donc in all'men’s fight, and:.
continueth inprinted in all men’s memories.. -
WaenN fhe was return’'d to Edinburgh,
fhe took not her lodging in her. own palace;:
but in a private houfe next adjoyning to Fohn
Balfours. Thence fhe removed into ano-'
ther houfe, where the yearly Court, which
B 4 they
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they call the Exchequer, was then kept : Foy
this houfe was larger, and had pleafant gar—
densto it, and next to the garden, all along,
a follitary vacant room, ~ But thére was ano-
ther matter which, more than allthefe thmbs,
fpecially allured  her thither, | There dwelt
hard by, ‘one David Chambers, Bothwel’s
fervant, whofe back-door adjoyn'd to the
garden of the. Queen’s lodging, -~ The reft,
who' guefleth not? for the Queen hmfclf
confefled thé matter, " both to many othcrs,
and alfo, namely, to thc Regent and his
mother. ' But fhe laid all the blame upon
my Lady Rere]é, 2 woman of moft- vilg
unchaftity, who had fometime been one of
Bothwel’s hatlots, and then was one of the
chicf of the Queen’s pnvy -chamber. By this
woman, who now ‘in her age had, from
y_hf gain of whoredom, bctakcn herfclf to
the craft of bawdry, was the Queen, as her-
{elf faid, betray'd: For Bothwel was brought
through the garden into the Queen’s cham-
ber, and thcrc forced her againtt her will for-
footh.” But how much againft her will, Dame
Rerefe betrayed her, time, the mother of
gruth, hath dlfclosd for within few Days
after, the Queen intending, as 1 fuppofe, te
rcqulte force with force, - and to ravifh” him
again, fcnt ”Dam; Rerejé {wha had herfclf‘
qlfa before made’ tria] of the man’s ﬁrenoth)

Bnnv him ¢aptive unto her hlohncfs The
guccn, Wlda Margaret Camaod 2 womari

privy
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privy to all her fecrets,  did let her down
by a firing over an old wall into the nexe
garden. . But in fuch warlike affairs, all
things cannot ever be {o weil forefeen, but
that fome incommodious chance may over-
thwartly happen: Bchold, the ftring (ud<
denly broke, and down with a gréat noife
fell Dame Rerefé, a woman very heavy, both
by unweildy- age, .and mafly fubftance. = Bug
fhe, an old beaten foldier, nothing difmay’d
with the darknefs of the night, the height
of the wall, nor with the fuddennefs of the
fall, up fhe getteth, and running to Both-
wel’s chamber, fhe gate the door open, and
out of his'bed, even out-of his wife’s arms,
half aflecp, half naked; fhe forceably brings
the man to the Queen. : This manner. and
circumftances of the deed, notonly the moft
part of them that then were with theQueen
have confefled, but alfo. Gesrge Dagliffs,
Bothrwel’s chamberlain, a little before he
was | exccuted, plainly declared the  fame,
which his confeflion ftill remaineth upon
record.

~~IN the mean time, the King being com-
manded out of fight, and with injurics and
miferigs banifh’d from her, kept himfelf
clofe, with a few of his{ervants, at Sterlin.
For, alas! what thould he elfe do? He could
.not creep into any piece of grace with the
Queen, nor could get fo much as to mainy
iain his daily neceflary expences to main-,
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tain-his few fervants and horfess and final-
ly, with brawlings, lightly arifing from eve-
ry {mall trifle, and by quarrels, ufually pick'd,
he was chafed out of her prefence: Yet his.
heart, obftinately fixed in loving her, could
not be reftrained, but he muft needs come
back to Edmburgb on. purpofe, with all
kind of ferviceable humblenefs, to get fome
entry into her former favour, and to reco-
ver the kind fociety of marriage.] Who once
again being with moft difhonourable difdain
excluded, returned from whence he came,
there ro bewail his ‘woful miferies, as in a
folitary defert.

WitHin few' days after, when” the
Queen determined to' go to Fedworth, to
the Affizes there to be holden,  about the
beginning of Oéfeber, Berbwel maketh his
journey into Liddefdale. There behaving
himfelf neitheraccording to the place where-
to' he was called, nor according to his Neo-
bility of race and eftimation, he was wound-
cd by a poor thief, that was himfelf ready
to die, and carricd into the Caftle called the
Hermitage, with great uncertainty of his
recovery.  When news hereof was brought
to Borthwick to the Queen, fhe flingeth a~
way in hafte like a mad woman, by great
journcys in poft, in the fharp time of win-
ter, firlt to.Melrofé, and then to Fedworth.
There, though fhe heard furc news of his
hfc, yet her a.fﬁ:&xon, impatient. of delay,

could
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could not temper itfelf,Jbut needs the muft
bewray her outragious Iuft, and in an in-
convenient  tifne of the year, defpifing all
difcommoditics of the way and weather,
and all dangers of thieves, fhe betook hei-
(elf headlong to her journey,) with fuch a
company as no man of any honeft degree
would have adventured his life and his voods
among ‘them. Thence fhe returned again
to Fedworth, and with- moft earncft care
and diligence, provideth and rcparcth all
things to remove Bothwel thi When
he 'was once brought thither, thc1r com-
pany and familiar haunt together, was fuch
as fmally agrecing with both their ho-
nours. Thexc, whether it were by thcir
nightly and daily travels, = dithonourable to
themfelves, and infamous among the peo-
ple, or by fome fecret provxdcncc of God,
the Queen fell into fuch a fore and dangc-
rous ficknefs, that fcarccly there remained
any hope of her life.

WHEN the King heard thereof, he haﬁcdz
in poft to 7edwortb, to vifit the Queen,
to comfort her in her weaknefs, and by all
the gentle fervices that he poflibly could,
to declare his affection aud hearty defire to
do her pleafure : So far was it off, .that his
lodging, and things ncceflary, were provi-
ded forchim aga'mﬁ his coming (as were
wont to be for mean perfons) that he found
not any onc token toward him of a fricnd-

ly,
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Iy mind. But this was a point of moft bar-
barous inhumanity ufed againft him; that the
Nobility, and all the Officers of the court,
that were prefent, were fpecially forbidden
to do him any’ reverenge -at all at his com-
ing, nor to yield him their lodging, nor to
harbour him fo-much as for one night,
And whereas the Queen fifpéded that the
Earl of Murray, which afterward” was Re-
gent, would fhew him courtefie, -fhe pradii-
fed with his wife to go homein haft¢, and
feign herfelf fick, and kecp her bed,- that at
leaft by this colour, urder pretence of her
fickne(s, the King might -be¢; fhut oqut of
doors; = Being thus denied all dities O¥civil
kindnefs, the nest-day, with great grief of
heart, he returnicd to his old folitary corner,
In the mean time, while the King in_that
want of all things, and forfaken of all friends,
fearce with begging findeth room-in a_cot-
tage, Bothwel, out of the houfe where he
was lodged before, as it were in triumph
over the King; wds glorioufly removed, in
fight of the people, into the Queen’s own
lodging, and there laid in a lower parlour,
dire@tly under the chamber were the Queen
herfelf lay fick, There, while they both
were yet fecble and unhealed, fhe of her
difeafe, and he of his wound, the Queen
being very weak of her body, yet vifited
him daily. And when they were both a
little recovered; and their ftrengths not yet
- . fully
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fully fettled, they returned to their old pa-
ftime again, and that fo openly, as they feem-
ed to fear nothing more, than left their
wickednefs thould be unknewn. :

ABovurt the sth day of 'N{W’mh’r, be-
ing removed from Fedworth to a town
called Cglco, there fhe received letters from
the King: Which when fhe had read in pre-
fence of the Regent, the Earl of Huntley,
and the Secretary, fhe caft a- pitious look,
and miferably tormented herfelf, - as if fhe
would have-immediately fallen down again
into her former ficknefs ;" and fhe plainly
and exprefly protefted, thatunlefs the might,
by fome means or other, be difpatched of
the King,  {he fhould never have one good
day: And if by no other way the could at-
tain it, rather than fhe would abide to live
in fuch forrow, fhe would {lay herfelf.

W itTHIN few days after, while in hér
return through. Marchland the lay at Colding -
bam, Dame Rerefe pafied through the watch,
and was known, and let go. 'What company
fhe had, and whither fhe went at that time of
the night, it was not unknown to the C@.ccxf
From thence, about the end of Nowvember,
the came to Cragmiller, a caftle about two
miles from Edinburgh, there, in prefence of
the Earl of Murray (who afterward was-re-
gent, and now is himfelf alfo flain) and of
the Eatls of Huntley and Argyle, and the fe-
cretary, Qxc fell into her faigi former difcourfe, -

. and
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and alfo added the moft commodious \vay,
as fhe thought how it might be brought to’
pafs; that is, to fue a leOlCC aoamﬁ the
King:) And fhe doubted not bur that it
might be cafily obtained, forafinuch as they
were the one to the other in fuch degree
A of confanguinity, as by “the
CoﬂﬁnGermm’f- Popes law iight not marry
togethet, c(peaally (which
was cafy for her to do) the Bull being con-
veyed away, whereby the fame law was dif-
penfed with. Here when one had caft a
doubt; that if fhe fhould go that way to
work, their Son fhéuld be made a ba{ard
being born out of lawful wedlock, efpecial-
ly, fith neither of his parents were ignorang
of the caufes whereby the marriage fhould
be void. 'When fhe had toffed this anfver
a while in-her mind, and knew that he
faid truth, and that({'hc durft not as yet dif-
clofe her purpofe to make away her Son) fhe
gave ovet that devife of divorce, and yet
from that day forward, fhe never ceafed to
{purfue’ her inténtion of murdering the Ki‘xE
as may eafily be perceived by that which
followed.

Tus King being returned from Ster/ine to
Cragmillar, when he hoped to have found
her more gentle toward him, and her difplea-
fure by procefs of time fomewhat appeafed,
he fo found no token of ‘change of her affe-
(tion, glzyat he was not allowed any thing for

his
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his daily fuftenance, unlefs he kept him ftill
at Sterlme.  Which thing exceedingly in»
creafed the peoples fufpicio? otherwife of it
felf already enough inclined to that judgment,
of the unchaft company of the Queen with
Botbwel.

ABovu T the beginning of fDeceméer,
when there were Embaffadoars came out of
France and England, to the chriftning of the
King that now is: | That Bothwel might be
feen gorgioufly arrayed among the Nobxhty,
fhe het {cif laid out the money.to buy him ap-
parel, land fome fhe bought her felf of the
Merchants for him, and “he fo applicd her
{elf, awith fuch diligence in overfecing: the
making thereof, as if fhe had been, Iwill
not fay hisWife, ' but even hisfervant.  Inthe
mean time, her lawful Husband, at the
“chriftning of his own child, not only want-
ed all her maintenance for his' neceffary ex-
pences, but alfo was commanded not once to
come in the Embafladours fight 5 his ordinaty
{ervants werc removed from him ;. the Nobi-
lity were injoyned not once to attend on hing,
nor to do himhonour, nor in a manner to
know him: The forcign Embaffadours were
warned not to talk with him, when as the
moft part of the day they were in thie caftle
where he was

THE young gentleman, thus contemptu-
oufly and unkmdly ufed, fell in fuch difpair,
that he dcparted from Stfrlme and -went to

Glafgow



t6  ¢A Detetion of
Glafeow to his Father. At his departure, the
Quecen flill purfued him with her wonted ha-
tred. - All his filver plate, wherewith he was
ferved from hismarriage till that'day, fhe took
itaway every whit, and appointed pewter in
the ftead thereof.  But let this ferve only to
prove her contempt of him: The reft that
followed are evident arguments of qutragi-
ous cruelty and wnappeafable hatred. Before
he had paffed a mile from Sterline, all the
patts of his body were taken with fuch a
fore ach, as it might eafily appear, that the
fame procecded not of the force of any fick-
nefs, but by plain treachery. The tokens of
which treachery, certain black pimples, fo
foon as he was come to Glaféow, brake out
over all his whole body, with o great ach and
fuch pain throughout all his limbs, that he
lingered out his life with very finall hope of
efcape: And yet all this while, the Queen
would not fuffer fo much as a Phyfician once
to come at him, ;
AFTER the ceremonies of the Chriften-
ing ended; fhe pradtifed with her Brother the
Earl of Murray, that when he fhould go to
condu@ the Earl of Bedford, the Queen of
Englands Ambafladour to St. Andrewes, he
thould require Bothwe! alfo to bear him com-
pany : Who, indeed, frecly promifed fo to
do; howbeit, both he and the Queen, the
devifer ‘of that diffimulation, thought no-
thing lefs, as the fuccefs' fhewed. Fofr fo
oon
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foon asthe King was gone to Glaftow, and
the reft towards St. Andrewes, the with her
Bothwel, got her to Drumen, and from
thence to Tylebarn. 1In which houfes, they
fo paffed the time about eight days, in every
corner, and in familiar haunting together, as
all (faving themfelves alone, that had thrown
away all thame )- were highly offended with
their contempt and vile regard of publick
fame, feeing them now not once to feek to
cover their filthy wickednefs.

W HEN about the beginning of Fanuary,
they were rcturned to Sterline, the began to
find fault with the houfe wherein her fon was
nurfed, as incommodious, becaufe it ftood iri
a cold and moift place, dangerous for bring-
ing the Child to a rheume. Eut it fhall eafi-
ly appear, that this was dornie for other pur-
pofe, forafimuch as all thefe faults, that fhe
pretended were not in that houfe, but were
indeed in the other houfe to which the Child
was removed, being fet in a low place, being
a very Marfh. | The Child being fcarcely a-
bove fix Months old, in the deep of a fharp
winter, was conveyed to Edenburgh. There,
becaufe the firft attempt prevailed not, and
the force of the poyfon was overcome by
firength of nature, that at length yet fhe
might bring forth that wherewith fhe had fo
long travailed, fhe entreth into new devifes
for the murder of the King:]

-

C HEr
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HeRr felf goeth to Glaftow, {lie pretéhd-
eth the cafe of her journey to be to fec the
King alive, whofe death flic had continually
gaped for the whole ‘moneth before.  But
whit was indeed the true caufe of that jour-
ney, each man nmay pldinly perceive by her
letters to Bothwel. Being now out of care
of her Son, whom fhe had in her own ward,
bending her f¢If to the {laughter of ‘her Hus-
band, tq G/afcow The gocth, accomipanied
with the Hameltons, and other the Kings na-
tural enemics. |

Borhwet (@51t was agreed on between them
before ) provideth all things ready, that were
needful to accomplith that hainous act; fuf
of all, a houfe not commedious for a fick
man, nor comely for a King, for it was both
torn and ruinous, and had ftood empty with-,
out any dwecller for divers years before : Ina
place of finall refort, berween the old fallen

walls of two churches, near a few alms-
houfes for poor bcggars And that no com-
modious means for committing that mifchief
might be wanting, there was a poﬁcrn door
in the town-wall hard by the houfe, where-
by they cafily might pafs away into the fields.
In chufing of the placc, fhe would necds have
It thOuOht, that they had refpeé to the whole-
fomenefs thercof.  And to avoid fufpicion,
that this was a feigned pretence, her felf the
* two nights next before the day of the mur-

dcr 2 lay there in. a lower room under the
King’s
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King’s chamber. And as fhe did curioufly
put off ‘the fhews of fufpicion from her felf
fo the execution of the {laughter, fhe was
content to have committed ro athers.
ApourT three days before the King was
flain, fhe pradifed to fet her brother Redert,
and him at deadly enmity, making account,
that it fhould be gain to her, which foever of
them both had perifhed. ' For matter to grouind
their diffention, fhe made rchearfal of the
Speech the King had, had with her, that con-
cerning her Brother. And wherni they both
fo grew intalk, as the one feemed to chatge
the other with the lye, at laft they were in 2
manner come from ‘words to blows. = But
while they were both laying théir handson |
their weapons, the Queen feigning as though
fhe had been marveloudly afraid of that which
fhe {o earncftly defired, cilleth the Earl of
Murray her other Brother to the parting, to
this intent, that fhe might either prefently
bring him in danger to be {lain himfelf, or in
time to come, to bear the blame of fuch mif-
chief as then might have happened, When
this way thefucces fell not out as fhe defi-
red, the devifed a new way to transfer the
fufpition from her felf, While the Earl of
Murray did willingly keep himfelf from the
court, and had reafonable excufe for his
abfence, for that his wife being near her
time, was befides that always very fick: At
the fame time there was an Ambaflador come
~Ca from
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from the Duke of Szvey. This the Queen
took for a convenient colour to -fend for her
brother: But the true caufe of her fending
for him was, that the had a defire to throw the
fufpition of the King’s murder upon him,
and upon the Earl Moreton, and therewithal
alfo at once to procure the deftruction of thofe
two, being men acceptable to the peril, and
likewife adverfaries to her pra&ice, who in-
tended to fet up a tyrannical Government :
But Gods good clemency that had oft before
delivered the Earl of Murray from many
treafons of his enemices, did then alfo mani-
feftly fuccour him: For upon the Sunday,
which was the ninth day of February, when
he was going to Church, to hear a Sermon,
a Letter was brought him, that his Wife was
delivered before her time, and in very {mall
hope of life. When he, being difmayed at
this fudden news, dcfired leave of the Queen
to depart; fhe anfwered, That if the caufe
were fo, it were a fuperfluous journey for
him to go to her, beingnotable to do her any
good in her ficknefs. But he being ftill the more
importunate, {he prayed him, That he would
yet tarry but that onc night, and take his jour-
ncy the next day to his wife. DBut the mer-
-cy of God now, as at many other times, did
deliver that innocent Gentleman from the pre-
fent peril, and alfo took away the occafion of
flander againft him for the time to comc.

‘“Howbeit for all this, though there were no
el : caufe ™
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caufe of fufpition, yer he efcaped not free
from flander: For Huntley and Bothwel,
though they could not juftly charge him, yer
Jaboured by infamous libels, which they
fpread abroad, to diftein him with the moft
foul fpot of that fhameful a&t. And whereas
thc murder was committed after midnight,
they had before day-light caufed (by fpecial
fore- appomtcd meflengers) rumours to be

% fpread in England, thatthe Earls of Murray
and Moreton were atters of that {laughter.
But that rumour, fo foon as the light of' the
truth once brake forth, fuddenly vanifhed
away, as other falfhoods are commonly wont
to do.

W aEN all things were ready prepared {or
performing this cruel fat, and yet all occafi-
ons cut off to divert the blame thereof, the
partners of the confpiracy, fearing left long
delay fhould either bring fome 1mped1mcnt
to their purpofe, or difclofe their counfels,
determined to difpatch it in all hafte. The
Queen therefore for manners fake after fup-
per, goeth up tothe King’s lodging. ~ There,
being determined to fhew him all the tokens
of reconciled good will, fhe fpent certain
hours in his company, with countenance and
talk much more familiar than fhe had ufed in
fix or feven Months before. At the coming
in of Paris, fhebrokeoff her talk, and pre-
pared to depart. This Paris was a young
man born in France, and had Jived certain

C 3 years
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years in the houfes of Borhwel, and Setorn,
and afterward with the Queen.  Whereas the
other keysof that lodging were in cuftody of
the King’s fervants ;- Parzs by feigning certain
fond and flender caufes, had in keeping the
-keys, which Borbwel kept back, of the back
gate and the poftern. He was in fpecial
trutt with Bothwel and the Quecn, touch-
ing their fecret affairs. His coming {as it
was before agreed among them) was a watch-
word, that all was ready for the matter. As
foon ‘as the Queen faw him, fhe rofc' up im-
mediately, and feigning another caufe to de-
part, fhe faid, alas? 1 have much offended
toward Sebaftian this day, that I appeared not
in a mask at his Marriage.  This Sebaffian
was an Arvernois, a man in great favour with
the Queen for his cunning in Mufick, and
this merry jefting, and was married the fame
day. The King thus lcft, in a manner, a-
done in a defolate place, the Queen departeth,
‘accompanied with the Earls of Argyle, Huwt-
ey, and Caffilis, that attended upon her. Af
«ter that fhe was come inta her chamber after
‘midnight, the was in long talk with Both-
iwe/, -none being prefent but the captain .of
her guard. - And when he alfo withdrew him-
{elf, Bothwel wasthere left alone without o-
ther compapy, and fhortly after retired into
“his own chamber. * He changed his apparel,
becaufe he would be unknown of fuch as
methim; and put on.a loofe cloak, fuch as
L SRR AP KR the
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the Swartrytters wear, and {o went for-
ward through the Watch, to execute his in-
tcndcd traiterous fa&. “The whole order of
the doing thereof, may be eafily undcrﬁood
by their confcﬁlons, which were put to death
for it.

Bathwel, afeer the deed was ended, that
he chn&about, returned, and 3s if he had
been gnorant of all that was done, he got
him to bed. The Queen in the mean rime,
in great expedation of the fuceefs, how fine-
iy fhc played her part (as fhe thought) it is
magvel to tell. ~ For fhe not once ftirred at
the noife of the fall of the houfe, which
fhook the whole town ; noratthe fearful out-
crics that followed, and confufed crics of the
people, (for Lthink therchappened to her not
any new thing unlooked for) till Borhwe!
;Ecmmnv hml{'elf afraid, rofe again out of his
bcd and came to her wuh thc Farls of Ar-
,g)/»c‘ Huntley, and Athole; and with the
wives of the Earls of Athole, and Murray,
and with the Secretary. There,while the mon-
ftrous chance was in telling, while every one
wondered at the thing, that the King's lodg-
ings was even from the very foundarion
blown up into the air, and the King himfelf
flain. In this amazednefs-and confufed fear
of all forts of Perfons, oncly that fame heroi-

- cal heart of the Queen, maingined it felf fo
far from cafting her felf down into bafe la-
mentations and tears, unbefeeming the royal

C4 name,
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name, bloud, and eftate, that the marched,
or rather far furmounted all credit of the
conftancy of any in former times. = This al-
fo proceeded of the fame nobility of courage,
that fhe fet out the greater part of them that
wegre about her, to inquire out the manner of
the doing, and commanded the fouldiers that
watched to follow, and fhe her felf, fettled
her {elf to reft, with a countenance fo quiet,
and mind fo untroubled, that the fweetly flept
till the next day at noon. But left the thould
appear void of all naturalnefs at the death of
her Husband, by little and little, at length fhe
kept her clofe, and proclaimed a mourning
not long to endure.

T 1 £ common people, not ccrtamly know-
ing whether fhe laughed or lamented, were
divided into fundry imaginations;] fith it was
perilous dealing with the d1ﬁru1ﬁng of the
court, cither in knowing it to feem to mock
it, or in not cunningly diffembling to feem to
know it. While fome talked of one fort,
fome of ancther, in the mean time, of an
enquiry to be had of the murder, there was
no mention made at all. - At length, the day
following, in the after-noon, - thn ‘both
fhame and fear eonftrained them  thereto,
Botlrel, the principal doer of the vile ad,
with ‘certain others’ that were privy to the
fame, affembled togethcr with the Earl of
Argyie, for that he is by inheritance the Ju-
flice to deal with crimes punifhable by death.
ALY 4 ) 07 Fu’ﬂ,

4
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’Eirﬁ, as though they had been utterly igno-
rant of all that ever was done, they begin to

wonder at the firangenefs of the matter, fuch

as never was heard of and incredible. Then

they begin a little to be bufie about their in-

quiry, they fent for a few poor filly Women

that dwelt thereabout. Which, poor fouls,
ftanding in doubt whether it were better for

them to tell, or hold their peace, though
they daintily tempered their {fpeech, yet when

they had blabbed out fomewhat more than

the Judges looked for, they were difmiffed

again as fools that had but undifcretly prated.

For their teftimonies, though they touched

fome folks fhrewdly, yct they were fuch as
they might cafily fet light by. Then were

called and examined the King’s fervants, that

were of his houfhold, fuch as were left unde-

ftroyed by that cruel chance. They deny-

ed that they had the keysin keeping. Be-

ing examined who had them, they faid, the

.Queen. [So the enquiry (for manners fake)
was adjourned, but indeed fupprefied, for

fear leftif they proceeded further, the feerets

of the court might hap to be difclofed. | Yet

left the matter fhould feem not to be re-

garded, out goeth a Proclamation with re-

wards promlfcd to him that could give in-

formation of it. [ But who durft accufe the

Queen? or ( which was in manner more per-

rilous ) who durft dcte&t Borbwel of fuch

an homblc offcncs‘) Efpecially when he him-

el
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felf was both doer, judge, inqujrer, and ex-
ammcr‘ﬂ Yet this: fear, which ftopped the
mouths o cvery man in pamcular could not
reftrain the whole multitude in gencral.  For
both by books. fet out, and. by pictures, and
by cys in the dark nwht, it yas {0 handled,
that the doers of that mxfclucvous fac mwht
,caﬁly undc,rﬁand that thofe {ferets of thcus’
were come abroad. And when cvery man
was now out of doubt, who didthe murder,
and who gave furtherance unto it, the more
that they labouLcd to kecp their own names
undifclofed, fo much the more the peoples
grudge, _Q;fmﬂ reftrained ) broke out the
more openly). Though they took upon them,
s if they regarded not thefe things, yet fome-
time the rumours (0 inwardly prickt them to
the quick, that they could by no means hide
their anger. \_Therefore, difcontinuing theijr
. fearchingfor the King’s death,they begin anew
* .enquiry, far morc earneft, -againft the Ay-
thors of books, and the flanders of Bothwe/,
as thcy themfelves termed thcn}) Thefe cxa-
minations were {o rigoronfly put in execu-
on, as neither money, nor labour of men
nor horfcs was . fpared about it  All the
painters were called together, all that carn-
ed their living by writing, were affembled,
to judge. of the pictures and books that had
been fer ont. . And if any painter had not
of hisbwn accord confefied, that it was he
of whofe work.they cnqum:d another that
was



Mary Queen of Scots. 27

was not guilty thereof, but touched a little
with a {light fufpition, had fuffered for it
\[lgrc was publithed a- Proclamation agree-
able with the manner of the Inquifitign,
wherein it was made death, not only to fer
out any fuch matter, but alfo to read it, be-
ing fet out by another] But thefe perfons,
that with threatning of death pradtifed to
ftop the fpeech of the people, yetnot fatif-
fied with the moft cruel murder of the King,
ceafed not their hatred again{thim when hewas
dead. All'his goods, armour, horfes, appa-
rel, and other- furniture of his houfe, the
@%n, div,id,ed,@mc tothem that flew him,
and fome to his Fathers aricient deadly foes,
as if they had upoan attainder come to her-by
forfeiture, and his Fathers tenants, as though
they had \been alfo part of ‘our conquered
booty, fhe o {craped, till fhe brought them

in_3 manner to extream beggery
éu T this was a ftrange example of cruel-
ty, and fuch as never was heard of before,
that as fhe had fatisfied her heart with his
flaughter, o fhe would needs feed her eyes
with the fight of his body flaifz For fhe
long beheld, and not only without grief,but-al-
{o with greedy eyes, his dead corpsﬁ&c goodli-
cft corps of any Gentleman that ever lived
in this ag®s And then fuddenly, without any
funeral honour, in the night-time, by com-
-rmon carriers of dead bOdlCS upon a vile Bier,
ﬂlc caufed him to-be buried hard by T]ézw(l
720

-
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"‘Rizo. When thefc doings were known a-
broad, and that the indignation of the peo-
ple had overcome the thrcatnmas of penalties,
andthe franknefs of forrow furmounted fear,
by little and little fhe began to fet her face,
and with counterfeiting of mourning, the la-
boured to appeafe the heatts of the grudging
people. @r where the ancient manner hath
been for Queens, after the death of their
Husbands, by the fpace of forty days, not
-oncly to forbear the company of men, but
alfo from looking on the open light, fhe at-
tempted “a d1f0uxfed manner of mourning.
But the mirth of heart far pafling the fexgn-
ed forrow, fhe fhut the doors/indeed, but the
fet open the windows, and within four days
fhe threw away her wailing weed, and began
to behold both fun and open fkic again; >
But this one thing fell very overthwartly.
For when Henry Kzl/egree was come from
the Queen of England to comfort “her, as
the manner is, this Gentleman ftrangers hap
was to mar the play, and unvizor all the dif-
guifing. For when he was, by the Queen’s
commandmcnt come to the court, though
he being an old courtier, and a good dif-
creet Gentleman, did nothing haftily, yet he
came in {o unfeafonably, erc the ftage was
prepared and furnifthed, that he found the
windows open, the candles not yet lighted,
and all the provifion for the play out of or-

der. When of the forty days that are ap-
pointed
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pointed for the mourning, {carce twelve were
yet fully paft, and the counterfeiting would
not frame half handfomly, \and to dxfclofc
her true affetions fo foon fhe was fomewhat
athamed, at length taking heart of grace un-
to her, and neglecting fuch trifles, fhc'-com-
cth to her own byas, and openly fheweth her
own natural conditioris.- She pofteth to Sezon’s
houfe, with a very few, and thofe not-all of
the faddeft company. There Bothwel, though
it feemed, that for the great favour he'then
had in court, and for,thc Nobility ; of his
birth, and other refpeits of honour, . he
, {hould have been, next after the Queen, moft
honourably received, - yet was lodged in a
chamber hard by the Kitchin. . Howbeit the
fame was a place notaltogether unfit to affivage
their forrows, for it was. direétly under the
Queen’s Chamber : And if any fudden qualm
of grief fhould have happcncd to come over
her heart, there wasa pair of fhairs, though
fomewhat narrow; yet wide enough for Botb-
wel to get up to comfort her.

I~ the meantime, after the rumour hcrc-
of was fpread into France, Mounficurde Crae,
who had often before becn Ambafladour in
Scotland, came in fuddenly upon them, God
wot, full unfeafonably. By his advice the re-
turned to Edenburgh, out of that den which,
even as far as France, was infameus. Butin'
Setons houfe were fo many commodious op-
portunities for her purpofe, that howfoever

~her
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her good name were thereby imipaired, needs
the muft go-thither again. = There were coun-
felsholden of the great affairs of the Realm.

he end of the confultation was, that Bozh-
el fhould be arrained of the¢ murder, and
acquit by Judces thereto chofen for the pur-~
pofe, and contftraine It was concluded,
That the meaner fort of the Judges niight with
favour and fair promifes be led, and the reft
of the greater and graver fort (-whom for
fathions fake they were driven to call to the
matter) might be drawn with fear to acquit
him. (For befide Libels thereof commonly
thrown abroad, the King’s Father, the Earl of
Lemnox did openly accufe him for principal
author of the murde

THE affembly of the States in Parlia-
ment was at hand, which was to be holden
the thirteenth of Apri/, before which day
they would needs have the arraignment difs
patched, ¥That great ‘hafte was the caufe,
why in that proceeding and Trial, nothing
has been done according to the form of
law, nothing in order, nothing after
the ancient ufage.  There ought to have
been publick fummons of the accufers, the
next of the kin, the Wife, the Father, and
the Son, ecither to be prefent themfelves, of

,to fend their ProQors. The law alfo gave

them time of forty days. But here the Fa-
ther was commanded to come within thir-
teen days, and that without any affembly of

. his
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his fiiends; with ‘his own houfhold’ retid
nue only, which by re’afon’of_ his grcat,'pgo;‘.
verty, was now brought'toa few : 'While in
thie ‘hicant time Borhwel with great bands of
nien; daily muftered dbout the town: * And
becaufe he vetily' believed that in fo affur>
ed peril, no man would take upon him te
be his accufer, he grew to fuch a negligenec,
and fuch contempt of law and judicial pto-
ceedings; that the enditement ‘was framed of
4 ‘miurder {lippofed to be done the ninth day
of February y when indeed the King was
flain the tenth day.  In choofing and refu
fiig.of the Judges, the like: feverity was u-
fed; for the murderers themfelves made the
chisice of the Judges, when there was no
man to take exception againft them.  The
Eatl of Caffilesy: willing ‘rather to pay his
amercement, as the mannet is, than to be
2 Judge in the matter, when he had flood |
in it a while, and would not appcar at the
Queen’s requeft and menacing, yea, though
fhe fent her ring for credit both ‘of her-carn+
eft prayer and thredtning, at length, cons
firained with fear of exile and punifhment,
he yiclded. égg fate the Judges, not cho-
fen to judge, Bt picked out o acquit> The .-
caufe proceeded without any adverfary: A
Trial in a matter of life and decath, when
Yhere was never an accafer, but fuborned by
the party accufed; So as a man might well
think it not thetrial of a caufe in a court,

’ but
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but the playing of an enterlude upon d
ftage. .

~IN all this fearlefnefs of all things, yet be+
hold, I pray you, of what force is thé tefti-
mony of confcience on either fide. Sud-.
dainly, unlooked for, there ftarteth up ayoung
man of the Earl of Lennox houfe, in whom
the refpe&t of duty vanquithed the fear of
danger. This young man made an open
proteftation, that the fame aflembly of Judges
was not lawfal, becaufe in their proceeding
there was nothing done according to law
nor order, At this faying the Judges were
all firicken in fuch afear, thatthey all, by
and by, with one accord made proteftation,
with provifo, that it fhould not hereafter be
prejudicial to them, in that they had acquit-
ted a prifoner whom no man accufed, and
that they had acquitted him of a murder
alledged to be committed the ninth day of
February, when the King was flain the tenth
day. This is that fame noble tryal and judg-
ment, whereby Bothwel was, not cleanfed
of the crime, but as it were wafhed with
Sowters blacking, and fo more comly pre-
pared to go a wooing to wed the Queen, and
{0 ro become a Husband to her greater {hame,
_than when he was before an adulterer.” . To
make up yet the full perfe&tion and encreafe
of this jolly acquital, therc was fet up a
writing in the moft notorious place of the
court, that though Bothwel had by juft triﬁ

[ an
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and judgment been lawfully cleared and ac-
quitted of the murder, whercof he had been
falfly accufed, yet for more manifeft decla-
ration of his innocency to the whole world,
he was ready to try it in combat, if any
man ‘of good fame, and a gentleman born,
would charge him with the murder of the
Kingy
THE next day after, there was one that
fet up a bill in open place, and offered to
accept the combat, fo that there might for
the battel be fuch a place appointed, wherein
the party might fafely without fear difelofe
his name. s
\W u 1 L £ mattetsand mens affectioris were
in this ttir, the Parliament affembled. There’
after they had for ecight days together, in
mannet done nothing but treated of rever-
fing the judgment, whereby the Eatl Huntly’s
father had been attainted of treafor, and
for reftoring the fon to his father’s poffefli-
ons and ‘honours: There were alfo certain
plaufible things granted to pleafe the Peo-
ple, -and fpecially for the chiutch, ndmely
the repealing of certain laws of Popith Ty-
ranny, made fot punithing of fueh as durft
once mutter againft the decree of the See
of Rome>;, Though thefe things Weré ac-
ceptable among the commonalty, yet there
temained one thing which no lefs vexed the
the Queen, than offended the people, that
is to fay, her company with Bozhwel; not
D alto-
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altogether {o openly as the would fain have
bad it, and yer not {o fecretly, but that the péo-
ple perceived it, for that all mcns eyes were
gapingupon them. For whereas Bozhwelhad a
Wife of his own; and to tarry for a-divorce,
wasthought an overlong delay,and inthe mean
time the Queen could neither openly avow to
have him, not fecretly enjoy him, and yer in’
no wife could be without him ; fome fhift,
though not an honeft one, yetr a fhift, for-
footh, muft be devifed ; and when they
could: not think upon a better, it feemed
to them a marvellous fine invention, god
wot, that Bothwe/ fhould ravifh and take
away the Queen by force, and fo fave
her honour. So within'a few days after,
as the Queen was returning from Sterline,
(Bothwel forceably took her by the way, and
arried her to Dunbar : Whether with her
will, or againft her will, every man may
eafily perccive by her own letters, that:fhe
wrote to him by the way as fhe was in her
journey. ) But how(oever it were, that the
wrong of the ravifhment might be defaced
with honeft colour of marriage, (Bothwels
wife was compelled in two courts:to fue
a divorce againft her husband.

BErorE Judges dclegate, appointed by
the Queen’s authority - to’ have jurifdiction-
in fuch caufes, the Wife sccufeth the Hus-
band of adultery, which with them was a
juft caufe of divorge. (Before popith _]u’dgﬁs, 3

0§ i 50 who' |
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,who indeed by law were forbidden, yet by
fpecial difpenfation of ‘the Bifliop'of St. .47-
drew, were for the hearing of this caufe only
permitted : Bozhwel was accufed; that before
his marrige with his Wife, he had committed
fornication with his wife’s near kinfivoman :
Howbeit all this while they kept clofc the
Popc’s Bull, by which the fame offence was
difpenc’d with?  The divorce was pofted for-
ward without any flacknefs either in the wit<
nefles, or in the Judges. Within the fpace
of ten days, the matter wastaken in hand,
began, and intended, joyned unto, tryed dand
judged before both the companies of Judges.
When the fentence of divorce was giveny
and fent to Dunbar, Bothwel by and by’
affembleth together from all parts, all his
friends, his fervants, and retainers, to con- :
vey to Edinturgh the Queen, who would
then needs take upon her to be a Priforer.
"WHEN that they were thus gathered to-
gether, the moft part of them in armour;
by the way, as they were conducting the
Qucen; many of them were fuddenly firickesn -
in fome fear, left, in time to come, they
might be charged for holding the Queen as
Prifoner 5 and although there were no other
evidence, yet this one thing would be proof
enough againft them, that in time of pedce
they were found armed about her.  'While
they were in this doubt, in the midft of their
journey, they all threw away their launces,
D a and

~
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and in more peaceable array, at leatt in fhew,
they conveyed her to the caftle of Eden-
burgh, which caftle was alfo the fame time
at Bothwel's commandment. There fhe tar-
ried with Bothwel, while the banes were pub-
lithing.  Then fhe came down out of the
caftle into the town, to the common af-
fembly of the Judges, and there pronounced
her felf to be free at her own liberty. And
fo at length, within eight days,(fhe finithed
that unmatrimonial Matrimony, all good men
fo far detefting, or at leaft grudgingly fore-
judging the unluckey end thercof, that Mon-
ficur de Croc, the FrenchKing's Embafiadour,
aman very well affettioned to the Queen,
one of the fa&ion of the houfe of Guife,
and fojourning very near to the place, though
he were earneftly required, yet he thought he
could not with his honour be prefent at the
feaft.
THESE things Were donc about the twen-
ty fifth of May, inthe year of ourLord, 1597.
The twenty-fifth day of Fane following,
Bothwel, being either difmaid with a guilty
confcience of the vile Fa&t, or fent away by
the Queen, the came her {CIf to the Lords
of the recalm, who carneftly required the
publick King-mutderer to be brought
torth to due cxecution. What hath been,
done fince, pertaineth not much to this
prefent matter. And though my fpeech
have been, perhaps, longer than you looked -
- for,
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for, yet I plainly perceive in my (cIf, that,
while I feck to make an end of my tale, I
have omitted, and many things for hafte I
have but lightly touched ;s and nothing have
I, according to the heinoufnefs of the offence,
fully exprefied.

GERIRTTCRLRTATQ

An Oration, with a Declara-
tion of the Evidence againft
Mary zhe Scottith Queen :
wherein 15, by necefary Ar-
guments, placnly prov’d, that
Jbe was guilty and privy of
the faid Murder.

£ @é EEING thefc things are by writings
@ and w1tne(fcs fo probable, and Ihck

AE ;2 fo faft imprinted in the knowledge
of all the pcople, that fuch as

would have them moft hidden, cannot dcny

them :{What place is here left for cunning

or what nced can be of diligence, to prmc
ot reprove a thing fo plain and evident ?\
For all things are fo clear, fo manifeft, 'md5
fo mutually Knit together, cach part to ftreng-
D3 then
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then other, that therc is no need of foreign
probations; and all things fo fully witnefled,
that there is no neceflity of other arguments]
For if any will ask me, as in other matters is
us'd to be ask’d, the caufes of fo foula fact,
I might alfo likewife ask of him,| fith the
time, the place, the deed, and the author is
fufficiently known, to what purpofe is it to
frand upon fearching the caufes, or to en-
quire by what means it was atchieved? A-
gain, [When there be extant fo. many caufcs
of hatred, and fo many tokens thereof, which
do offer themfelves to knowledge,' as may
well be able to bring even things uncertain
to be believd, furely fo far-fetch'd an ex-
plication of the a& committed may right
well fcem fuperfluous) . Neverthelefs, for as

" much asfo great is the impudence of the

vile offenders in denying, and fo confident
the boldnefs of impudent perfons in lying,
let us affay to fee with what weapons truth
is able to defend innocency againft thofe
wicked monfters.) If then they demand the
caufc of fo heinous adeed, Ianfwer,|It wds
unappeafable hatred. |1 demand ‘of them
again, 1f they can deny that fuch hatred was,
or that the fame hatred was fo great, as
without blood could not be fatisfied? If
théﬁc’ny that fuch hatred was, thep let
them anfwer me, “VV hy fhe, a young wo-
man, rich, noble, and finally a Queen, thruft
away from her, in a manner, ‘the young

Gen-
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Gentleman into exile, he being beautiful,
ncar of her kin, of the blood royal, and .
(that which is greateft) entirely loving her,
in the deep of fharp winter, into places
neither fruitful of things neceflary, nor re-
plenifh'd with 1nhab1t:mts, and comunonly
‘perilous, being haunted with thleveg__(\Vhy
fent fhe hlm away into defart and - craggy
‘mountains, without provifion, into open pe-
rils, and in’ a manner without any compa-
ny . What could fhe more have done, if
fhe had moft deadly hated him, and cove-
nanted to have him dxfpatch’d> But, Itrow,
the fear'd no fuch thing.  But that voidnefs
of fear, (I conftrue to’ be a note of moft
‘obftinate hatred, efpecially fith fhe both knew
the places, and was not ignorant of the dan-
gers. ) That husband, thcrcforc, to whom
the was but latcly martied, againft the hmer
of her fubjedts, againft thc will of -thci'r
friends on both fides, -without whom f{he
could not endure, whom fhe fcarcely durft
{uffer out of her fight; him, I fay, fhe
thruft forth to uncertain dcath, and moft
certain perils:

WiLr ye ask of me the caufes of thc
channe of her affe@tion? Whar if 1 ﬁl\, 1
knew them not? It fufficeth for my purpof¢
to prove that fhe hated him,”} What if I
ask again, why fhe fo extreamly loved the
young man whom fhe never faw before ?
Why fhe fo haftily married him, and fo un-

D4 meafurably
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meafirrably honour'd him? }Such are the na-
tures of fome women, efpecially fuch as
gannot: brook the greatnefs of their own

7Y good fortune; they have vehement affections
B

both ways; they love with excefs, and hate

\Y without meafure; and to what fide foever

hey bend, they are not govern'd by advisd
o/ reafon,  but carried by violent metion) . 1
could, out of the monuments of antiquity,
xchearfe innumerable examples; but of her-
fclf, I had rather believe herfelf. v

CaLy to mind that part of her letters
to. Bothwel, wherein fhe maketh herfelf
Medea, that is, a woman that neither in Iove .
nor hatred can keep any mean. I could
alfo alledge other caufes of her hatred, al-
though indeed not reafonable caufes, yet {uch
as are able to fhove forward, *and to puth
'hcadlong an outragious heart which is not
able to govern itfelf, ik

Burt herein I will forbear: And, if her-
felf will futfer me, howfoever the hath de-
fervd of her fubjedts, yet, fo much as the
common caufe will permit, I will fpare her
honour; yea, I will fpare it more than the
caufe will allow me.

THEREFORE | omit her other caufes
of hatred, and return to this; that fhe hated,
and not meanly hated him,

WiLL youfee alfo another proof of her
hatred AT '@c tender Wife, forfooth, (o loving
and fond of him, when fhe could not do

him
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him the duty of a wife, offereth to do him the
fervice of abawd : She made choice of her own
brother’s wife to put to him in her place.

WHAT fhall we think to be the caufe
of this {0 fiidden change? She that of late
gapingly fought for every fmall breath of
fufpicion againft her Husband, and, where
true caufes were not to be found, fhe in-
vented fuch as were manifeftly falfe; and
this fhe curioufly did, not when fhe lovd |
him, but when fhe had begun to hate him
and Wwhile the was. fithing for occafions. to
be divorcd from him, even the, I fay, of
her own accord, offereth’ him a’lover, de-
clareth her own contentation therewith, and
promifeth her furtherance.]

WHAT can we imagine to be the caufe
hercof? Was it to pleafe her Husband? No,
for fhe hated him; and although fhe loved
him, yet fuch manner of doing in a woman
is uncredible. 'Was it that he, knowing
himfelf likewifc guilty of adultery on his
part, might the more willingly bear with a
partner in ufe of his Wife? No, for he-bare
with all perforce againft his will. as it
to find canfe of divorce, and fo to drive
him to leave his bed empty for Bothwel?
Yea, that was it indeed that fhe fought for,
but yet not that alone ; ifor in this woman
you muft imagine no fingle mifchief. [She
hated the Earl Murray’s Wife, even with
fuch hatred as all unhoneft perfons hate the

: honeft.
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honeft.”V The differences of their two fames
much“exed her, and therewithal alfo fhe
coveted to fet the good Lady’s Husband, and
the King together by the ears, and fo rid
herfelf of two troubles at once.
THUs you fechow many and how great
things f{hc pra&tisd to difpatch, with one
+ labour, her Paramour’s encmy, the bridler
of her licentioufnefs, and her own hated
Husband, 'fhe hopeth to rid all ‘at omce;
while, by fuch fundry forts of wicked dod
ings, fhe maketh hafte to her moft’ wicked
wedding. '
1T o what end ‘tended that fearful hafty
cﬁlhng for the Earl Murray, at midnight ?
Could fhe not tarry till day-light ? What was
the occafion of fo fuddain fear? The good
£ Woman, god-wot, careful for the concord

Y of the noblhty, dearly loving her Brother,

and moft dearly loving her Husband, was

\\‘; afr:ud forfooth, left ll(’.l Brother {hould in
e mrrht have been affaulted by the King,
¥ Swhom fhe herfelf had difarm’d. Dxfarmd

1 'faid I? yea, fhe had disfurnifh'd him of all

. convenicnt company for his cftate, and made

« b hirtto be fheken up with a woman’s fcold-
X ; ing, and that by one of her own train, one
" who- was palt all (hame, and of proftitutc
gnchaffity.

Sue feard mnch, left the young Man,
deflitnte of friends, befct with ‘all forts of
xﬁanes, fhould make aﬁ'ault in the ms,ht«

N ‘ nmc
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time. Upon what perfon? The Queen’s
Brother, a Man of great reputation and power,
and in higheft favour with all eftates. -And
where fhould he have affaulted him?® In a
moft ftrong caftle; whereupon the deed
being done, neither was way for him to flee,
nor means of refuge to the Queen’s mercy.
For what caufe thould he affail him? there
was no enmity between them, but fuch as
fhe had fow'd. What fay yon, if fhe coveted
that thing moft, which fhe moft feign'd her-
felf to fear : For to what purpofe elfe fent
fhe for her Brother to come to her in the
night-time, unarm’d? Why did fhe not ad-
vife him of this ohc thing at leaft, that be-
caufec he was to pafs by, and hard by the
King’s door, he fhould in any wife put on
his-armour : ‘Why did fhe not either fore-
warn him of the danger, or defer the calling
of him ’till next morning? |No, no, the
had a more fubtil purpofe in hand.  She had
but-newly fent the King away, inflamed (as
fhe hoped) with hatred of the Earl of Mur-
ray. So thought fhe it not unlikely, but that
the King, kindled with frefh difpleafure, rafh
by fervour of - youth, - lightly believing her
by excefs of love, would have adventured
to flay his fuppofed enemy, naked, unac-
companied and unarmed. So fent fhe the
King raging in anger to commit the {laughter,
and pradtifed to draw the Earl of Murray
naked, unaccompanied, unwarned, to be

fud-



44 A Detection of

fuddenly trap'd in treafon, This was her
meaning, this was her defire.  But wicked
counfcls, how fubtil foever thcy be, arc not
+ always profperous.
AL W HAT meafit this, that after her delive-
Q ol \xmcc of Child, at which time other Women
Fdo chiefly: comfort themiclves in the loving-
0 glcfs of their Husbands, and confefs that thcy
S /1Y find fome cafe of pain by fight of them, fhe
g J7 at the fame tine driveth her Husband away #
-\ What clfe fhall we fay the meant thercby ;
but, as the Poct faith, for pure love, god-
wot, fhe thut him out of doors. But this
tender Creature, that cither fhuttech out her
Husband, or as foon as he is come chafeth
_ him away again, whofc ftomach turned at
the fight of him, who is fuddenly taken with
pangs at his prefence, when fhe was in the
pinnace amongft pirates and thicves, fhe
could abide at the poop, and be content
. toghandle- the boifterous cables.  Now
ask I,.whom fhe loved, and whom fhe ha-
ted ? Evl that at Ale fhe drove away the
cumberfome interrupter of her paftime; that
again, when he came to her at Edinburgh,
fhe rejeded him, I blame her not) I am
content to believe the did it not for hate to
her husband, but for her fancy’s fakeS_ that
again at . Fedworth fhe fufferd him not to
come at her, let it be borne withal; for
not withont canfe fhe feared, left the force
of her ficknes would encreafe at fight of
him,
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him, whofe death fhe fo carnefily defi rcd7
That fhe gave fpecial commandment that
no man Ihould lodge him, no man thould
relieve him with meat or drink, that fhe in
a manner forbad him the ufe of fire and
water : This is undoubtedly a token of out-
ragious hatred]  But itfecemeth fhe feared the
very infe@ion of her Husband, if he were in
any place near her. That fhe fent him back
from Cragmillar to Sterline 1 complain not.
But that the bereaved him of all his ncceflaries,
that the took him from his fervants, that{the
abated the allowance of his expences, that
fhe alicnated the Nobility from him, that fhe
forbade ftrangers the fight of him) and: (as
much as in her lay) took from him, even
while helived, the ufe of heaven, carth, and
air » This, I fay, I know not what to cali
it, unnaturalnefs, hatred, barbarous fieree-
nefs, or outragious cruclty? That when
we went from Sterline, fhe took away all
his Plate, let it be pardoned {for whar
need had he of~filver, that carned with
him prefent death in his bofom} But this
¥ befeech you to confider, ‘'what great in-
dignation ~of all men it hath kindled, that
when rh{?(fing, poor foul, made hard fhift
to live in defolation, forrow, and beggery,
whilft that Bothwel, like an Ape in purple,
. was mumphantly ewed to the Embafladonrs,
of forcign Nations,\even that fame partner
of her Husbands bed, not fo much for the

love
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love of himfelf, as for defpight of her Huf~
band; Was carried abroad, fet out with all kind
of oSrfamcnts,, even that ddulterous partner,
1 fay, that neither in birth, nor in beauty,
nor in any honeft quality, was in any wife
comparable with her difdained Husband
Now let them deny that here were tokens
of hatred. v
BuT how great, and how unappeafable
this hatred was, even by this ye may gather.
Her Husband {o oft fhut out, fo oft fent a-
way with defpight, driven to extream pover-
ty, banifhed into a defolate corner, far frony
the court, far from the prefence of men,
fpoiled of his fervants and houfhold furni-
ture, bereaved, ina manner, of his daily ne~
ceffary fuftenance,lyet by no injuries can be
fhaken from het, by no fear of death can be
withdrawn, but with ferviceablenefs and pati-
ence he affayeth, if not to overcome, yet at
leaft fomewhat to affwage the violent cruel-
ty of her unkind courage,) In the mean time,
what doth this good gentlewife, this merci-
ful Queen, that is at the beholding of men’s
mifeties {0 kind and pitiful ¥ Neither is fhe
once moved with the loving doings, nor with
the wretched plight, nor with the miferable
wofulne(s of her Husband, nor appeafed by
time, nor fatisfied with torments, but rather
with his ferviceablenefs fhe is irritated, with
his humble prayers fhe is more inflamed, and
at eyery time of his coming fhe devifeth fome
: new



Mary Queen of Scots. 47

new encreafe of fpightful dithonour : Where-
in, when fhe had fpent the uttermoft of all
her force, wit, and bitternefs of nature, when
fhe faw the poor young Gentleman, ncither
to give over by fainting, being opprefled with
poverty 5 and thout,h he were defpifed of all
men, and {o often thrown into open perils,
neither to defpair, nor otherwife, more cru-
¢lly, to make away Himfelf ;5 at Jength, as it
were glutted with the fight of his mifcrics
and torments, \fhe determined prefently to
rid him of his calanntxcs, hertelf of irk-
fomnefs, and her adulterer from fear, and
fo, by certain fpecial perfons thereto appoint-
ed, fhe caufed him to be poyfoned, that being
abfent-from her, he might fo die with lef8
fufpicion.|  But of the poyfon [ will fay more
in another place.

WHEN this practice framed not fully to
her defire, [fhe goeth her felf to Glafeow;
that whom being abfent fhe could not kill,
fhe might herfelf in prefence fatisfic both
her cruel heart, and her ¢yes with fight of
his prefent mifedes. 3 And, as if herfelf a-
lone were not fufficient to cxecute the cruel
tormenting of him, fhe bringeth into his
fight minifters of her heinous doings, and his
ancient natural enemies, and with thefe out-
rages travelled to vex his foul at his laft breath.
Bur wherefore gather we arguments, asina
doubtful cafe, when fhe herfelf will not fuf-"
fer us to doubt atall ?@1):6, the Queen her-

{clf,
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felf, Ifay, openly protefted, not to her lover in
bed, not among her confederates in fecret
chambers, nor before few and mean Perfons
of eftate, apt to flattery, conftrained by po-
verty, or of purpofc affedtioned ; fhe her fclf;
I fay, openly confefled, that fhe could not
live one good day, if the were not rid of the
Kings and that not once, nor unadvifedly,
but in prefence of thofe Perfonages whom
fhe ufed to call to counfel in the weighticft
affairs. [For it cannot be faid, unadvifedly flip-
ped from her, that was fo oft fpoken, in {0
many, fo far diftant places, with tears always
added, to move credit, before men nota-
ble, both for their nobility, wealth, and
wifdom, and wherein fhe declared her own
opinion, pradifed to win their affent, and
hearkened for their advices,  But be it that
fhe forged all thefe things; be it that her
tears were feigned 5 let them not believe it
that heard it; let the greatnefs of the out-
rage make the ‘report uncredible. I my felf
alfo would gladly be one of that number, to
think thefe things uttered by her, rather to
groap the minds of 'others, than that fhe her
felf fo thought in her heart, if it were not
fo, that the thing it fcIf confirmeth the re-
port, that the outragioufnefs of the doings far
furmounteth all bitternefs of utterance.
. "WaEN he was preparing to depart from
Glaféow, fhe caufed poifon to be given him.t
Yon will ask, by whom? In what manner?
What
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What kind of poifon? Where had fhe it?
Ask you thefe queftions ! As though wicked
Princes ever wanted Miniftcrs of their wick-
ed treacheries. But ftill you prefs me per-
haps, and fill you ask me who be thefe Mi-
nifters ¥ Firft, that poifoned he was, it is cer-
tainly known For though the fhamelefne(s
of men would not ftick to deny a thing fo
manifeft, yet the kind of difeafe, firange,
unknown to the people, unacquainted \Vlth
Phyficians, efpecially fuch as had not been in
Italy and Spain, black pimples breaking out
over all his body, grievous aches in.- is
limbs, and intolerable ftink difclofed it -If
this caufc were to be pleaded before grave
Cato the Cenfor, all this were cafie for us
to prove before him that was perfwaded,
that there is no adulterefs, but the fameis alfo
a poifoner. = Need we feek for a more fub-
ftantial witnefs then Caro, every of whofe
fentences antiquity cftecmed as fo many Ora-
cles 2/ Shall we not in a manifeft thing believe
him whofe credit hath in things “doubtful
fo oft prevailed? Lo here a man of fingu-
lar uprightnefs, and of moft notable faith-
fulnefs and credit; beareth witnefs againft a
woman burning in hatred of her Husbmd
and in love w1th an addlterer, and in both
thefe difeafes of corrupt affedtions unbridled,
untemperable by her eftate, raging by l1c1
power, and indulgently following the wan-
tonnefs of her wealth, But let us omit old
and difcufled things, and ler us fever the
: credit
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credit of inconftant multitudes from the eafe
of Princes. Letusin fo great a matter ad-
mit no witnefs, in whom either his eftate
may be fufpetted, or his manners may be
blamed. What witneffes then fhall we ufe?
For by this condition, we may bring forth
nonc under the royal degree of a King er
a Queen. f

BuT fuch vile afts are not wont to be
committed by noble and goed men, but by
lewd and wicked Minifters. Howbeit that
herein alfo the moft precife may be fatisfied,
go to, let us bring forth a royal witnefs. Read
her own letter 5 her letter (I fay ) written
with her own hand. What mean thefe
words? He is not much deformed, and yet
be hath received much) Whereof hath he
received much 2 The thing it felf, the difeafe,
the pimples, the favordo tell you. Even that
much he received, that brought deformity,
forfooth, very poifon. (But her letters name
not poifor, This is fufficient for me, that
it is there faid, that though he received much,
be is not much deformed, or, though be be not
miuch deformed, yet he received much. What
meaneth this word yer 2\ What elfe but this,
that whatfoever it was that he received, the
fame was the caufe of his deformity, whichs
though it were much, yet was it not fo much
as to work fiich deformity as was defired,’
But be it, it were not poifon. What then
was 1t clfe? You can find nothing that can

with convenicnce of reafon be named in place
of
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of it. Finally whatfoever it be that is meant
by this word much, [itis fach, as fhe her felf,
in fo fecret and familiar a letter, dare not call
by the right narnci Yea, and though we would
(fhift it off by cavillous expounding, yet fhe
her felf will not fuffer us. Compare that
which went before with that which follow-
eth, and by het device and purpofe fortime to
come, ye fhall caﬁly underftand, what it is
thdt fhe hath donc in time paft: | [ Firft fhe
faith, it is needful that he be purged; then
the determineth to carry him to Cmgmzllar,
where both the phyficians, and ( which is
more dangerous than any phyfician ) fhe her
felf may be prefent. Finally fhe asketh coun-
fel of Bothwel, whether he can devife any
fecreter way by medicine, than thar at Crag-
millar, and after a Bath.  See how all things
hang together. He hath received much, be
muft be ]mrged and at Cragmillar 5 that is,
in a defolate cotner, ina place, by reafon of
fmall refort, vety apt for a mifchief to be
committed. . And Medicine he muft ufe, and
what, forfooth? Even the fame whereof he
had before reccived much., How fhall that
appear }(She will have the manner of mini-
firing the medicine to be fecret. If it be-to
heal h1m, what needs that fecrecy ? Why is it
not adminiftred openly, in a known and po-
pulous ‘place £ Now he is cafed of his fick-
nefs, lufty and healthy, why is he pugged in
an unufual manner, and in an uninhabited
corner ?@: perhaps it was a ftrange kind of

E 2 difaefe;
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f difeafe, it had need of firange remedics/ What
Phyficians then called fhe to counfe{l? To
whom is this charge commitred to feck ot a
medicine and curing for the King ? Forfooth,
to the King’s enemy, to the Queen’s adulterer,
the vileft of all two footed beafts, whofe
houfe was in France defamed for poifoning,
and whofe fervants were there for the fame
caufe, fome tortured, fome imprifon’d, and
all fufpected.7 When was he appointed to re-
ccive ‘this foble medicine? Either at his ba-
thing, where he thould ' wath alone, or after
his bathing where he fhould fup alone. So for-
*  footh are medicines accuftomed to be provid-
cd by enemics, in afecret place, without wit-
N nefles. @1at therefore while an adulterer, an
adulterefs, and the partner of his Wife’s body,
curioufly prepaireth, and fecretly miniftreth s
what medicine this is, et every man with
himfelf weigh and confider. By thistime, I
fuppofe, you fee the hatred of the Queen,
‘how unappeafeable, how outragioufly crucl,
how obftinate it was againft her husband,
Wwhom fhe thruft among thieves, whom the
praétifed to match in feud and battel with the
Nobility and with her brethren, who were
‘both naked and poor, loden with defpights,
vexed with railings, affailed with poifon, fhe
‘drove him away into a folitary_corner, there
to die with the extreameft torment.  Now
let us procced to the other caufes. »
il‘ljsnls hatred itfelf was of itfclf fufficient
to prick her forward to her enemics flaugh-
"y ’ ter,
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ter, often fought, once attempted, and al-
moft atchieved. Yet was there befides, a’
{tronger enforcement, itfclf able to enflame
her hatred, I mean the love wherewith fhe
intemperately fancied Bothwel: Which love,
whofocver faw not, and yet hath feen him,
will, pClhaPS, think it incredible. | For what
was there in him, that was of 2 woman of
any honeft countenance to be defired? Was
there any gift of cloquence, or grace of
beauty, or virtue of mind, oarmfhcd with
the benefits, which we call of Fortune?
,As for his cloquence and beauty, we nced
not fay much, fith they that have feen him
can well remember both his countenance,
his gate, and the whole form of his body,
how gay it was: they that have heard him,
are not ignorant of his rude ntterance and
blocklfhncfs. But you will fay, he was in
exccuting atrempts, wifc and politick ; -in
adventuring of pcnls, hardy and valiant ; in
frcc-amng, liberal; in ufe of pleafures, tem-
perate.  For wifdom, even they that be moft
affe¢tionate unto him, dare not charge him
with it. ~Of valiantnefs indeed he labour'd
to win fome eftimatiop, but among horfe-
men, on a f{wift fleéd well mounted, well
provided for his own fafety ; a beholder of
other Men’s fishring, fometime hardly cha-
fing them that fled 5 but his face toward him
near at hand, he never durft abide. Wil ye
‘have an example of his cxcellent valiantnefs ?
Of a thicf, a notable coward, whom being
E 3 yicld-
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ylelding, and unawares he had deadly wound-
¢d, he was thrown down to the ground,
hurt, broifed with dry ftrokes, and had been
quite flain, if the poor thief’s firength, be-
ing ready to dic, had not failed him. C.I could
rehearfe his glorious vain braggeries in France,
I could tell of his laft fearful flight as far as
to Denmark ; but 1 had rather rub up the
remembrance of that day, when the Queen,
forfaking him, camec to the Nobility, that
protefted to revenge the flaughter of the King.
The armies ftood ready in array, Bothwel in
in number of Men was equal, in place had
the advaptage; there ftood before him, to
be his reward, being vanquifher, a Queen
much fancying, and entirely loving him; a
kingdom, wealth, and honour, for him and
his pofterity 5 morcover, impunity for his
offences paft, extream liberty to do what he
lift for time to come, ability to advance his
friends, and be revenged of his enemics :
And on the other fide, if he were vanquifh-
ed, difhonour, poverty and banifhment ; fi-
nally, all things that thereafter happen’d, or
hereafter may happen, were then before his
eyes, There were alfo prefent, befide the
two armies, beholders and witnefles of each
man’s valiantnefs and cowardice, the Queen,
the price of the battel, and Monficur ¢
Croc, the Embaffador of France. Now you
look to hear how this magnifical boafter
of valiantnefs did acquit himfelf. Firft, be-
ing mounted upon an excellent horfe, he

1 came
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came bravely before the army. There the
man, forfooth, very fparing of his Country-
men’s blood, and lavith of his own, calleth
for orie to try it with him by combat, man
to man: And when there were many on
the other fide, of honourable birth and e-
“ftates, that offer'd to accept the combat, by
and by his violent heat coold, and his glo-
tious fpcech quailed ; and had it not becn
that the Queen, as it were fome God out
of a ginn in a tragedy, had by her autho-
rity taken up the matter, and forbidden her
pretty vencrous pigeon to -give battel, he
had fail'd to find, not only a mean, but
alfo an honeft colour to refufe to fight,
and fo the combat was interrupted ; yet
in the joyned battel he behaved himfelf fo
valiantly. Forfooth, the firft man, almoft
at the beginning, and alone, he ran his way,
and fo at length drew the reft of his part
to flee after him. |

Bur his dcfzﬁJﬂts in martial feats, perhaps
the man was fupphed with civil virtues:
Alas! what were they 2 or what virtues could
be look’d for in him® A man for the moft part
brought up in the Bithop Murray's palace, to
wit, a moft wicked corzupt houfe, in drun-
kennefs and whorcdoms, amonf’{’t moft vile
minifters of diffolute miforder.) > "After that
he was grown towards man’s cltate, at dxcc,
and among harlots, he fo wafted a moft good-
ly large revenue of his inheritance, That (as
the Poct faith) @ his need be bad not left

E 4 where-
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where with to buy him a halter to hang
: bzmﬁ’lf He, I fay, that defiled not only
other men’s houfes with cuckoldry, but alfo
his own with inceftuous villany.

TH1s man therefore, when 1 fay to have
been beloved of the Queen, and not only
loved, but alfo outrageouﬂy and intemperate-
ly loved, they that know it not, will, per-
adventure, think, that I tell wonders. But
fome man, perhaps, will fay, Was there none
other in all the troop of the youth of Nobi-
lity, befide him, more worthy to be beloved?
Cerrainly there Were very many. [And oné
there was, in all things that were wont to
allure-love, of all othcx moft excellent, cven
her own Husband:] What' was it then that
joyn’d fo unequal Tove, and fo far againft rea-
fon? If I fhall fay it was likenefs of conditi-
ons, I fhall name a likely caufe of love, tho’
to foinc men, perchance, it may fcem an
untrae caufe of their love.  Neither am I
willing to enter into that difcourfe. | Nei-
thcr do I affirm the rumours fpread of her
in France, in timec ‘of her firft marriage :
Howbeit the wickedneffes of the reft of th‘
life make fome proof that they rofc not all
of nothing, lAnd many things that have been
noifed of her fince her return into Scotland,
I have no mind to belicve. © As for my part
1 am coritent they be buried in forgetfulnefs,
or if that cannot be, let them be “taken for
falfe and. fc1gncd Neither is it neceffary,

over:
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over-curioufly to examine caufes in love,
which is ufually {6 carried with a rafh violent
motion of a muddy and troubled mind, that
for the moft part it endeth in madnefs, which
if ye labour to govern by difcreet advice, ye
do nothing elfe but as if ye fhould endeavour
to be mad with reafon.| But yet here there
want no caufes, {for there was in them both
a likenefs, if not of beauty, nor outward
thmgs nor of virtues, yet of moft extream \ {,.’~
vices. She a young Woman, fuddenly ad- { b
vanced to the higheft degree of authouty,
when fhe had never feen with her eyes, heard ©
with her ears, nor conﬁdcmd in her heart the
form of a Kingdom governed by Law, and "
thereto was furnifhed with the untemperate
counfels of her Kinfinen, who themfelves
praétifed to fetup a tyrannous rule in France,
endeavoured to draw right, equity, lawsand
cuftoms of Anceftors to her only beck and
pleafure. ]

Or fr his immoderate defire, there burft out
from her many times, many words difclofing
it. This the ftudied day and night ; but a-
gaiptt this defire, there withftood the cuftom
of the country, the laws and ftatutes; and
principally the confent of the nobility, who
remaining fafe, fhe could never attain it. [\T
the end thercfore that fhe might be able vio-
lently to atchieve it, the determined by force
to remove all that ftood in her W:gy'\ But fhe

wift
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wift not well, by what means, or by whofe
help to attempt it.

FrAUD was the way fo work it, for o-
therwife it was not poflible to be obtained.
For this purpofe, therefore, Bothwel only
{feemed the fitteft man, a man in extream
poverty, doubtful whether he were more vile
or wicked, and who between fattions of fun-
dry religions, defpifing both fides, counter-
feited a love of them both. ) He, when he
had once before offered thé-Hamiltons his
fervice to murder the Earl Murray, gave there-
by a likelihood, that upon hope of greater
gain, he would not ftick to adventure fome
greater enterprize, beihg one whom the ruin
of his own decay’d family prick’d forward
headlong to mifchief, and whom no refpect
of godlinefs or honefty reftrain’d from ungra-
cious adions.] As for exceflive and immode-
rate ufe of lechery, he thercin no lefs fought
to be famoys, than other men do fhun dif-
honour and infamy. |She therefore, a woman

% greedily coveting untempered authority, who
<fteem’d the laws her prifon, and the bridle
of juftice her bondage, when fhe faw in her

" husband not metal enough to trouble the ftate,
fhe picked out a man for her purpofe, who

Aaeither_had wealth to lofe;  norfame to be
¢ fhained 5| even fuch an one as fhe might ea-
‘\S‘ fily overthrow ag:q'{:r'if fhe hould once grow
weary of him ; quch a one as fhe might
cafily fnare his incontinence with wanton

: al-



Mary Queen of Scots. 59

allurements, fatisfy his need with money, and
bind his affurednefs to her with a gnilty con-
fcience, confederate in mifchicl.  Thefe be
the fountains of that fame, not unmeafurable,
but mad love, infamous adultery, and vile
parricide, wherewith, as with a pledge, that
bloody marriage was plighted. {_Thefe there-
fore were the caufes of enterprizing that hei-
nous aé, to wit, unappeafablc hatred of her
husband, and intemperate love of her adul-
terer. [ There was, moreover, a hope, that
the crime might be diverted from them to
other, and the execution for it might be laid
upon the poor lives of their encmies, and
that men motft guiltlefs of the fault might bg
thruft in their place, as facrifices to appeafe
the people’s difpleafure : If not, to what end
then ferved that battel which was almoft be-
gun to be fought between the King and the
Lord Robert her brother ¢ [ To what end tend-
ed thofe feeds of difcord that were fcattered
between the King and the nobility? Where-
fore did fhe fo curioufly intreat the Earl Maur-
ray to ftay with her the day before the mur-
der was committed? \Or what caufe was there
to fend for him? | There was an Embaffador
come out of Savoy. For what caufe ¥ Sure-
ly it muft nceds be a great caufe, and fuch
as could not be ended without the affembly
of the nobility. No, God wot. TheEm-
baffador of Savey, being bidden too late to
the chriftening, came when all was ended,

not
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not for an Embaffador to the chriftening,
but as one fent to excufe the negleting of
doing that kindnefs, when both he liked not
to fcnd fo far for fo fmall a matter, and he
was fomewhat athamed to have failed in pre-
fence, whenthe Frenchmen and Englifbmen
had already doneit.  For the more honoura-
ble difmifling of him, the Earl Murray was
fent for, and that with fundry meflengers,
to—come from his wife that lay a-dying,
What nced was there then of his prefence ?
To draw him to be aparty in confpiracy of
the flaughter } Why was it never attempted
before? Thought they it beft then at the laft
point, at the very inftant when the murder
thould be committed, to joyn him to their
fellowthip, as a light man, inconftant, and
thifting his purpofcs at every moment of time,
infamous ‘in his former life, and not well
affured in his prefent eftatcy No, there is
none of thefe things that they yet dare fay
of him.  Sccing then they cannot imagine
a falfc caufc to ftay him, what was the true
caufe indecd every man may eafily gather s
even the fame that caufed firft the Earl of
Athol, and afterwards him - to depart from
the court; the fame that fo brought him in
danger of death ;5 the fame that had flanderd
him with falfe' rumours fcatter'd in England ;
the fame that perfecuted him with infamous
libels of the murderers themfelves 3 the fame
that made him to chufe rather to go into

bamfh-
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banifhment, than to remain-in court among
ruffians weapons, with great peril of his
life.

B u T what availeth this equity of thc caufe
before hcarers, ‘either utterly ignorant of the
matter how it was done, or of themfelves
diffavouring this part; are envious, or apt to
be carried away with feigned rumours; which
efteem the flanders of moft lewd flight per-
fons for true teftimonies, and give credit to
thefe men, who boafting, athome, that they
are able to do what they lift, yet neither dare
commit their caufe to the fentence of the
Judges, nor were able to defend themfelves
in battel? And as by a guilty confcience of
offences they feared judgment ; F\fo by rage;*
grown of their guiltinefs, they run headlong
to battel, and from battel run cowardly a-
way®And now again, when ﬁandmg uporn
the advantage that they have both in num-
ber and wcalth, they {corn the ‘wifdom of
their adverfaries, and defpife their power in
comparifon of their own ; et diftrufting to
prevail by true manhood, they fall to robbe-
ry, and turn their ungracious minds, to flan-
dering, cavelling, and lying, whom but yet
for the good will that I bear to my Country-
men, I would advife to ceafe from this folly,
or fury, or difeafe of cvil {peaking, left in
time to come, when truth fhall thine out,
they fhut up and ftop with hatted of them
thofc perfons cars to their petitions, whom

now

A
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now they fill and load with falfe rumouts,
for there will not always be place for forgive-
nefs : But as darkne(s at the fun fhining, fo
lies at the light of truth muft vanifth away.,”
A's for the commodious means for com-
mitting that vile fa&, and the hope of hiding
it, I need not to purfue the declaring of theny
in many words, fith both the cafinefs to do
it, the opportunities of places; and all advance-
ments of occafions and feafons were in theif
own power: | And to hide the fa&; what need-
ed they? When they feared no punifhment
although it were publifhed # for what pu-
nithment could they fear in“fo firong a con-«
fpiracy? {hen both the force of Laws,
whereof themfelves were Governors, ‘was ut-
terly extinguifhed, and the minds of the moft
part of men were either fhared with parper-
fhip of the mifchievous fact, or cartied with
hope, or foreftalled with rewards, or difcou-
raged and bridled -with fear of fo great a
power on the other part} But howfoever this
be, yet it will be good to fee throughly both
the order of the doing, the unadvifednefs,
inconftancy, and end of their devifes. [ For
thereby fhall ye perceive, that therc wanted
not defire to hide the faét, but that the fury of
a diftratted mind overthrew all the order of
their counfels, while fometime, as defirous
to beguile publick fame, they endeavoured
to keep clofe their intended mifchief, yet

they dealt therein fo openly, as carclefs of
: their
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their eftimation, they {eemed to make fmalk
account how men judged of their don?
For at his preparing to go to Glafcow, the
poifon was given him fecrctly, and they
thought thcy had fufficiently well provided
that he fthould in his abfence from them, be
confumed with pining ficknefs. But the reft
of their dealings toward him were fo cruel-
ly handled, that though his difeafe {hould
have happened to be natural, yet it would

have been fufpeéted for poﬁ'onmgr] or_he, 1

her Husband, the father of her only-and firft- 4_
born child; the father, I fay, of that fon,

“ £

whofe chriftning was folemnized with that

great pomp and glory, being efcaped away;,
in a manner, naked out of his houfe flaming
in firc, tormented by the way with grievous
pain, when he lay at Glafiow, of a dange-
rous ficknefs, likely to die, what did his ex-
cellent good wife the while ! What did fhe 2
At the firft news of it, did the haft to him in
poft? Doth fhe with her prefence, with her
friendly familiar fpecch, or with her loving
countenance comfort him in ficknes} When
{he cannot ftay him in life, cometh fhe to re-
ceive hislaft breath } Clofcth fhe his eyes at his
dying? Doth fhe thc:(dfhcr kind duties of
honeft matrons? No. | But fhe that had now
let him efcape to go and die, and hoped that
he could not linger out his unhappy lifc
much longer, fhe goetha quitc contrary way
into another country in progrefs; and, with

her
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her fair Adonis, fhe vifiteth noblemen’s houfes,
and ftaineth the houfes that harbour’d theny
with the fpots of their unchaftities ;/ and juft
about the timc of her husband’s death (as the
guefs'd by the ftrength and working of the
poyfon) fhe returns to Szerlin.. When the
matter wrought not fo faft as the expetted,
(for the firength of his youth had wreftled
with the forenefs of his pain) ‘left fhe
fhould fcem to have altogether forfaken her
duty, fhe daily prepares to go to Glafiow,
but never goeth. At the laft, difappointed
of the hope that fhe had conceived in hesr
heart, fhe taketh herfclf to other devices.
| She. cometh to Edinburgh, and there calleth
to counfel her adulterer, and a few other,
privy of thofe fecrets: There they decree,
that in any wifc the King muft be flain.|} Yet
were they not fully adwfcd with what kind
of death he fhould be murder’d s which may
eafily be gather'd by her Letter, wherein fhe
partly comParcth hetfelf to Medea, abloody
woman,. and a poyfoning witch. | Alfo by
“another of her Letters, wherem fhe. asketh
advice about the poyfoning of “him{ The
King, who had alrcady tafted of her lovely
cup, doubting whether he were better any
more to believe her flattering fpccches, or to
fear the fhrewdnefs of her nature, tho’ fome-
“times he defpaird not of her reconciliation,
Qct ‘was evermore fearful and fufpitions] | But
lecn he faw that neither his life nor his
death



Mary Queen 'of Stots, 83
death were in his power, ‘he was conﬁmnd
to purfs; up his paft’ injuries; to difiémble
his prcfcnt fear, ‘and to femf hxmﬁ:lf fome
hopes for time to'come,’ Sowas he'led buts
not as a husband; but carried out” as'a‘corfe;
Qr‘rathcr drawn, as it were, 'to' the: {hafancc:/

{The Queen, glorionfly fhewing hér(elf iR
pompous manner, goeth befofe in triutipli
over the young Gentléman, ‘vexed with ‘all
kind ‘of miftrics, torniented ‘with poyfon,
entrapped with trea(Ons, and-dfawn to exc:
cution. There follows aftet ‘the triuinphant
earr, the antient enemié$ to his father’s houfe,
brought thither ‘on pirpofe, that they alfo

10ht fecd their eyes with that wofal fpec-
tades/ and; whofc death, at hand, they look’d
fot, they m1ght in the mean time take plea:
fiure of the forrow of his heart, (fnd thdt
no ceremony of folemn facrifices might be
wanting, = Fobn Hamilton, Archbiftiop: of
St. Andrew.r, wds prefent as theif pricft; a
man bBefore defiled with all kind of wicked
nefs, pimpered with the fpoils and murders
of his countrymen, ~an gld-eonquetor of ma-
ny murdering victories. [The people all dlong
the way, looking PltCOL’l fhew’d 4 fore-
telling of no good Iuck to CO;E TheQueen’s
comp‘amons could ncither telt theit fadnefs,
nor hide their gladnefs; when the heinous
outrage of the vile fa6t intended; held their
snmeafurablé j joy in fufpence, ‘upon expeéta-
tien of the fuccefs. ' Thus led they him o
< F Edins
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Edméurgh not ino the Queen’s palace. Why

¥ |Left the infeGion of the peftilent difeafe,
for ooth, might huct her young fon; astho’
they that be poyfoned were alfo to be fhun-
ned for fear of infe@tion. | But the truer canfe
was  this, lcft his prefence fhould trouble
them, -in interrupting their frec enjoying
their -pleafiyress7and their confultations about
his nrxuldc,rjr Whither then is he led? Into
the moft dcfolatc part of the town, . fome-
time inhabited,  while the popifh pricfts king-
dom lafted, bur for .certain years paft with-
out any, dweller ; in fuch a houfe, as of it-
Lelf would have fallen down, if it had not
been botched up. for ‘the time to ferve the

turn of this night’s facu@ Why was this

place. chiefly chofen ? They pretended the

. wholefomne(s of the air.\O good God!

going about to murder_her husband, feeketh
fhe for a wholcfom :Sml‘o what ufe? Not
to preferve his life, but to referve his body to
torment. - Herceto tend her wifely, diligent
attendance, and her Jaft care of her husband’s
life..  She feareth left he fhould, by prevent-
ing death, be deliverd from pain, fhe would
fain have him fecl himfelf dic. But let us
fee what manner of wholefomnef(s' of air it
is. - {Is; it among dead men’s graves to feek
the preferving of life? For hard by there were
the ruines of two churchesy On the eaft-fide

.a monaftry of dominick fryars : On the weft
a chutch of our Lady; which, for the defo-

latenefs
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latenefs of the—place, is called The church
in the field : |On the fouth-fide thé town-

wall§ and in the fame, for commodigus paft

fage every way, is a poftern-doora On the -

north-fide are a few beggars cottages; ready
to fall; which fometime ferved for ftews for
certain priefts and monks, the name of which
place doth plainly difclofe the form and na-
ture thercof, for it is commonly call'd Thieves
Lane.) There is never-another houfe near,
but the Hamilrons houfe, which is about a
flonc’s caft diftant, “and that alfo ftood ‘void.
{Thither removeth the Archbithop of St. 4w+
dretws, who always before was ufed to lodge
in the moft populous parts of the towi : He
alfo watched all that night that the King was
ﬂai@ Now I befeech yoii, fith you cannot
[mith your eyes, yet at lcaft with your minds
behold, a houfe lately of ‘old pricfls, ‘armong
graves, between the ruines of two - temples;
itfelf alfo ruinous, near to the thieves haunt,
and itfelf a receiver of thieves, not far from
the fort and gartifon of his enemies, that ftood
right over-againft the ‘door s by ‘which, if
any man fhould flee out;,* he could not efcape
their traiterous ambufhnient. The very fhape
of this place, when you confider it in yout
mind, when you hear of the ruines of chut-
ches, graves of dead men, lurking corners of
thicves, brothel-houfcs of harlots 5 doth not,
I fay, not the houfe only, but alfo every
part ncar about it, {cem to proclaim. mif-

Sy chief
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chicf and treachery ¥7 Seemeth- here 4 King
to have gone into a houfe for lodging, or
to be thruft intd a den of thieves? Was not
thar defolate waftenefs, that unhabited place,
able of jtfclf to putfimple men in fear, to
make wifer men fufpitious, and to’ give
wicked men fhrewd occafions : What meant.
his: ehemies unwonted repair into thofc parts;
and watching all night;-in manner, hard at
his gate ¥ 'Why chofe he now .this place for
his lodging againtt his former ufage? The
houfe, | ye will fay; was empty, and his bro-
ther’s houfe, and near to the King's: lodging,.
It was.empty long before ; why lodged you
neyer there before? Why forfook you ‘the
populoiis places in the heart of the city, and:
nearncfs to the court, and thruft yourfelf in-
to a defolate corner @ What profit, what
commodity, what pleafure hercin refped
you? Was it your meaning, that you, being
one that ever had been a greedy coveter of
popular fame, and catcher of courticrs with
baits of 'good chear,. now would of youn
own accord ‘go hide yourfelf in a blind
hole out of all company and refort? that
you, rather overwhelined than laden with
plenty: of bencfices, went thither to delight
your heart in the ruine of temples? But be
it that your coming thither was but by
chance, and that you had fome caufes to-
go thither, though not true, yet fomewhag
likely, :

Whaz
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Wh AT meant your unwonted watchmn
all night? What meant the fearful murmur-
ing of your fervants that ‘night, whom- yet
in that publick tumule you_'commanded; not
once to ftir out of ‘doors? But what ‘caufe
had they to go out? Was'it'to have un-
derftanding of the mattet Whercof your felf
were ‘an author and devifer? No, -for out of
yout own‘watch- -tower, you heard with'your”
cars the noife of the ruin, you faw the finoak
and afhes with your eyes, you drank up the
joy thereof in your heart, and the favor of
the gun-powder you in a manner fhuffed up
at your nofe. Perhaps you mcant to fend
out fome 'to receive them thatfled ; but you
faw no man flee. And thercfore the lights
that were feen out of the higheft part of yout
houfe all ‘the night long ;' were, as upon the
lucky ending of the thing that you looked.
for, even thcn fuddenly put-out.

Byt let 'us recurn ' to the King. [ Thcy
thought it not cnough to have fet open the
poﬂcm i the wall, ‘to’let in thieves thereat,
nor to have fet an ambufh - before the door,
that none fhould efcape; but alfo they kcp‘:
with themfelves the keys of two doors, the
onc of the lower room, where they had un”
dermined the wall, and filled the holes with
guripowdet, ‘and the other of the upperroom,
that the murderers might come to’ tlic King
in his bed, - Then of thofe few fervants that

he had, they withdrew the greater number,
F; being,
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being fuch as were before fet about him, not
fo much to do him fervice, as to be fpies of
his {ecrets, and carry news to the Queens) The
laft that was left, onc Alexander ‘Durain,
when he could find no reafonable excule tq
depart, was thruft out by the Queen her felf,,
She in the mean time, meaning not to fail
i playing her part, while Bozbwel is in pre-
paring the tragical ftage for the murder, daily
vifiteth the King, his heart paflioned with
love, - fometimes The comforteth with {weet
promifes, fometimes fhe vexeth with braw-
lings, and fill keepeth: his wit occupied with
fufpicions,and rightly reprefenteth in attion the
poct’s fable, ‘whercin is feigned, that Prome-
theus his liver daily growing to invent new
torment, is daily knawn and preyed upon by
an Eagle/ For after the very fame manner,
fometimes fhe cherifheth and refrefheth the fil-
ly young Gentleman, to no other end, bug
that he may have life remaining to fuffer morc
forrows. $as o S
Now, I befeech you cvery one,  think
with your {clves upon the frefh doing of the
fa&, how 1nens htqtts were moved, when
even .now thefe: things .car'xrnm, be heard re-

ported without indignation.{ There was pro-
Vid@mmmw,
by his.enemy, by his wife’s adultcrer, a houfe,

in manner feyered from all concourfc of peco-
ple; fitter for a flaughterhouft, than for mans
dwelling : It is provided for a young Gentle-

: LR man
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man, unprovident by youth, eafie to be trap-
ped in treafon by love, fpoiled of his fervants,’
forfaken of his ﬁ1@ [é houfe (Ifay)torn,
folitary, on every fide, not alfo unclofc, ‘but
open to pafs through, the keys thereof in his
encmies cuftody, no man ‘left within ‘but a
young man, not yct recovered of ficknefs;
and an old man fecble by age, -and two ftran-
gersunacquainted with the places, matter and
perfons, no man dwelling near but his-ene-
mies and thievesy_Bur as for danger of thieyes,
the good fore-cafting woman-had-well provid- -
cd\@r_fhc had-left him nothing to allure a’
thief withalt And as for his éncmics, The had

appointed thenr'to be bt Tookers ‘not
part- pmm’_wu&mglory of
the fact The referved to” her felf and Both-

WHAT in the mean time doth the Queents
great carefulnefs? What meancth "her un-
wonted refort? Whagher malicious, and not
obfequiouns diligcncctzhé vifiteth him daily,
The prolongeth her talk with him many hours

togcther, two nights fhe refteth in a' lower
chamber under hxm (if guilty confcience of
moft heinous doings can from torments of fu-
rics fuffer that outragious heart to reftat all’%}
She feared ‘much, left if the lower placco
the houfe were left empty, the noife of thé
undermincrs working; and of the bringers in
of the powder, fhould bring fome of the fer-
vants into fomce fufpition of treacheryl| Be-
F 4 fide,
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{ide, - fhe ¢ had a mind to fee the thing done
herfe f” rather than to commit it to thc truft pf
;my othcg She had a defire to take a fore-
ta(‘c of the joy to come, and when fhe could
not with her ears, yet at leaft with her hcart,
to congeive aforchand the fire, the finoak, the
gow_dgx, the crack. of the houfe fallu_l , the

carful trouble, the tumult, the confufed dif-

m:udncfs of the do;rs, the thieves, and the
pcoplc ¢. \AlLthings thus prcpa*cd for that dole-
ful night, then cntrc;th fhe into the laff carg of
her gpod fame : She ¢ndeavoureth to divert
all fufpitipns from her, fhe gocth to her hu(‘-
band, the kiffeth him, fhe giveth him- a ring
for a plcaac of her love, fhc talketh with hlm
more lovingly than the was wont to do, :md
promifeth more largcly, fhe feigneth that fhe
had-agreat care of his health, and yethercom-
panying with her adulterer fhe furceafeth noty

ThEY that more nearly noted thefe things,
prognofticated no good thing to come. (For
how much greater tokens that the. Queen
ﬂlc\y ed of rcconcxlcd aﬁl&xon, fo much the
more ctuclty did every man 1g th heart forc-
gonceiveof all her intentions) For clfc whence
cometh that 1uddcn ch:mae, fo great care for
him,. whom fhe had ppifoned the month be-
fore, . \vhom even lately fhe not only W 1fhcd
dead, ,but dcﬁrcd to fce him dic; whofe death
fhe fet her brother, ‘yéa, both fer brethren to
procurc; and fhe, like a mafter of mxfchlcf
;hm& forth thc Km 1o ﬁ<>hr, and herfelf in

P 1o a thc
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the mean time preparcd- for his'burial? Not
paft a few months before; fhe her {elf was de-
{irous to dic, becaufe fhe loathed to fee the
Kipg alive. 'Whence comcth now this fud-

den care of his health? I looked fhe fhould

fay, fhe was reconciled to him.” Were you

reconciled to your husband, -‘whom you fent:

away into that defart, that camp of furies, as
the Poect calleth it? For whom, among

Brothel-houfes of harlots, among beggers
cottages, among thieves: lurking-hales, .you

prepared a houfe fo open to pafs through, that
you left thercin more entrics than men to
fhut them? You that allured and affembled
Ruffins to his flaughter, and thicves to his
fpoil } You that drove away his fervants that
thould have defended his life ? You that thruft
hjm out naked, alonc,  unarmed, among

thicves, in.danger to be flain } (When in all

this miferable ftate of your husband, your a-
dulterer in the mean time dwelt in’ your
palace, daily haunted your Chamber, day and
night all doors were apen for him, whilft yous
poor husband, debarred all company of the

nobility, his fervants forbidden to come at

athim, orfent away from him, was forfaken
and thruft away into a folitary defart, for a
mocking ftock,” and I would-to God, it had
been for a mocking ftock on{yi? Of his other.
fervants 1 cnquire not. I'do not curioufly
queftion why they went away, why they then
cfpecially forfook the King, when he chiefly

r : need-

M
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needed their help and fervice, when he was
newly recovered? When he began to go a-
broad, and had no other company. Of A/~
exander “Duram 1 cannot keep filence, whom
you had for his kecper, and your fpy. What
was there for him to efpy? Was there any
thing for him to bring news of to an honeft
Matron, loving to her Husband, faithful in
¢dlock, and fearful of a partner of his love ?
?::arcd fhe left he, a young Gentleman, beau-
iful, and a King, fhould caft wanton eyes
upon fome other woman in her abfence? No,
God wot. For that was it that the moft defi-
red. | For fhe herfelf had pradifed to allure
him thereto before, fhe herfelf had offered
him the occafions, and of herfelf thewed him
the micans.  This was it that moft grieved her,
while fhe was feeking caufes of divorce, that
the ‘could not find in him _fo much as any
{lender fufpition of adultery. {Why then were
fpiesfet about him to watclthim { Was it not
that none of the Nobility, none of his fer-
vants, nor any firanger at all fhould come at
him,  that no man thould fpeak with him,
that might difclofe the treafon, and forewarn
him of his danger? This' fame very Alexan-
der, how carcfully fhe faveth, when fhe go-
¢th about to kill her husband ? How late the
fendeth him away, when the reft were gone,
even at the very point of her husband’s death,
when fhe had now no more need of efpials ?
For the day before the murder was committed,
o there
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there was nonc of the minifters that were
privy to her fecret counfels left behind, but
only Alexander./] He, when he faw that
night, no lefs doleful than fhameful, to. ap-
proach, preparcth, as himfelf thought, a fine
fubtle excufe to be abfent, foas rather chance
might fcem to have driven him out, then he
himfelf willing to have forfaken his Mafter.
He puttcth fire in his own bed-firaw, and
when the flame fpread further, he made an
out-cry, and threw his bedding, half finged,
out of the King’s chamber.  But the -next
day, when that excufe ferved not fo handfom-
ly as he defired, for that in the Queen’s hear-
ing, the King very fweetly entreated him not
to leave him alone that night, . and alfo de-
fired him to lie with himfelf, as he had often
ufed to do, for the King ‘entirely loved him
above all the reft; Alexander in perplexity,
wanting what to anfwer, added to his firf
excufe, fear of ficknefs, and pretended, (that
for commodious taking of Phyfick for his
health, he would lic jn the town. When
this would not yet fervehim, the Queen added
authority, and told the King, That he did
not well to keep the young man with him
againft the order of his health, and there-
withal fhe turncd to Alexander , and bade
him go where was beft forhim: And forth-
with, as foon as the word was fpoken, he
went his way.l I will not here precifely trace
out all the tootings of thefc wicked doings 5

neither
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neither will I curioufly enquire, whether that
former days fire were_happened by cafualty;
ot kindled by fraud. \Neither will T ask why
he that had (o often been received to lie in
the King’s own bed, doth now this only night
fpccxaﬂy refufe’it,) Let us fuppofc that fick-
nefs was the caufe thereof. This only one
thing I ask; ‘what kind of ficknefs it was, that
came upon him at that vety inftant, and be-
f6re morning left him again, without any Phy-
“ficians help, “and whercof neither before, nor
fince, nor at that prefent, there ever appeared
any token? ‘But T truft, ‘though 'he hold his
peace, yeall fufﬁcmntly underftand it. In the
man guilty in confcicnce of the mifchiévousin-
tention, fear of death overcame regard of duty.
Had it not been that Alexander, “before-time
a {py and tale-bearer, now a forfaker and be-
trayer of his Mafter, was ‘joyned to her in
privity of all thefe wicked doings, would not
the'Queen, fo cruckin all the rcﬂ have found
in'her heart to befitow that'one facrifice upon
her husbands funerals ﬂ While thefe things
were'in doing, the night was far pat, and my
Lady Rereﬁ, A luﬁy valiant fouldierefs, be~
fore fign given; cometh forth into the field out
of array, abroad ‘fhe goeth, getteth hei to
horfe-back, and thoug 1 fthe were fomewhat
afraid, as one that forcknew the fform to
come;, yet the fate ftill upon her horfe, tarry-
ing for the Queen, but yet 2 good pretty way
from thc hoiife. - In the mean ‘time Parss

cometh.
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cometh.  Then the communication brake,
and they rofe to depart.  For, by and by, up+
on fight of him came to her remembrance
that heinous offence, that without great pro-
pitiation could not be purged § forfooth, that
the Queen had not danced. at the wedding-
fealt of Sebaftian the minftrel and vile jeafter, °
that fhe fate by her husband, who had not yet
fully recovered his health, that at the ban.
quet of her domeftical Parafite, the had not
played the dancing skit,} A matter furcly
worthy of excufe. But what fhould {he elfe
do? She muft nceds go, as foon as fhe faw
Parzs ; for fo it was agreed,and fomewhat muft
needs be pretended. How happened it that
the other nights before, when fhe went away
carlier, fhe made no excufe at all, and now
her departure  abour midnight, muft needs .
have an excufe alledged ? But be it {fo, could
fhe remember no_better excufe than Sebafts-
ans wedding F)No, no, I fay to the contrary,
that if fhe had lcft the wedding of her own
natural brother, or her fifter,. to vifit her huf-
band, though but a little crafed, fhe had had
a juft excufc before all men fo to do, / What
if the had done.the fame kindnefs for the
King, being not her husband, or for any o-
ther of the Nobility. | Is Sebaftian’s wedding
of fuch avalue, that a masking dance thereat
is to be preferred before a wifes duty and
love: Butfurely in this curious excufing and
pretended forrow of negle@ed duty, fdtgxeg

what
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what lieth -hidden, and yet not {fo hidden,
but_that it appeareth through the clofure,)
“\Tu1s overmuch prccxfencfs of diligence,
exciifing where no need is, hath fome fuf-
picion of fome fecret’ mifchief that you are
loath to have'difclofed, and the flightnefs
of the excufe, encreafeth the fufpicion, e-
fpecially when ‘there were other matters c-
nough that the might better have alledged?
But lct us admit thc cxcufe, fince the Qlccn
herfelf hath thought it rcafonable ;3\ Whither
then goeth fhe? ﬁralght into hcr chamber.
What doth fhe next? wearied with the
day’s travel, “and the night's watching, go-
cth fhe to bed? Nos but the falleth to talk-
ing ‘with Bothwel firft almoft alone, and
afterward alonc altogether.  What talk the
had, the marter itfelf declareth : For Both-
wel, after that he had put off his cloaths,
as if he would have gone to bed, by and
by putteth on other apparcl Going to do
the deed, he would not be known, I like
well the man’s policy. But his way was to
go' through the watch.  Here I 'marvel at
his madnefs. \But ‘men’s wits befet with
guiltinefs of mifchicfs, do commonly be-
wray themfelves by their own inconftancy,
and blind to all other things, do fce only
_that which they have bent their mind unto.
What he did, theKing’s death, his own run-
‘ning away, the confeflions of the guilty per~
fons, and other things that follow’d the mur-
der,
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der, do declare. ‘é{::cr the great uproar i
the town about it, he, as one utterly igno-

rant of all, returneth, through th\c fame
watch to bed.  When noife “of thewuine
had filled all men’s ears, and the crack of
it had fhaken all the houfes, only the Queen
intentive to expettation of the chance, and
broad awake,, heareth nothing at all,<and
Bothwel—heareth nothing: ;' O marvellous
deafnefs ! {All other throuahout ‘the ‘town;
as many as were awake were afraid; and
as many as {lept were awaked. At the laft
Bothwel rifeth again, and in thc felf-fame
enterlude, by  fuddenly | fhifting from.  ‘the
poet, becometh a meffenger, hc runneth ta
the Queen, and thither reforted many others
alfo that lodged in the palace. To fome
the matter - feemed true, to fome feigned;
to fome marvcllous. What doth'the Queen
the whilft} What fhould fhe do ¥ She tem=
perately broodeth good :luck; fhe reficth
{weetly till the next day at noons ‘Xct the
day following, to obfcrve-decorum, and
comely convenience in her part, without
marring the play, fhe counterfeiteth a mourn-
“ing; which yet neither her joyfulnefs dwel=
ling withal in heart fuffereth long ta “be
feigned, nor {hame permitteth to be wholly
ncolc&e ‘Thefe things thus lying open
before your. eyes,  thus palpable with hands,
thus faft imprinted in mens ears and know.
ledge, ftand we yet enquiring for the author
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of the murdet, as though it were doubtfu’;‘
But, ye fay, the Queen denieth it. \Vhat'
denicth the ? forfooth, that the did the mur-
der: ¥As though there were fo'great a dif
ference; if one fhould be the author, or the
exccutioner ; 'yct he commands it, “dnd com-
mits it -~ Shegave her counfel, her furthe-
fance, her power and authority to the do-
ing of it. Neither'is the caufe unknown
\Vhy fthe did it even that the fame flrhy
tagriage _with  Bothwe, might be accom-
plithed. mts, dnd
fo'many witneflcs 6f them that were privy
to it, failed; yet by her own teftimony, by
her:own letters, it muft needs be confeffed.
And though all ‘6ther things wanted, thefe
things that followed the murder do plainly
declare the docr, namely, that at the flaugh:
of her husband fhe forrowed not, but qui-
ctly refted, as after a gay entetprizé well at+
chieved ; that the mourned not, but in man-
ner openly joyed ; that the could abide; not
only to look apon his dead body, but alfg
greedily beheld it 5 that fhe fecretly in the
night buried him without funeral pomp, of
rather hid him like a thief: for that fame fo
inconftant counterfeiting or ‘mourning did
plainly bewray itfelf. For what meant that
removing to Setons 2 Why thunned fhe the
town’s refort, and people’s €yes? Was it be-
caufe fhe was»athamed  to mourn openly ?
or becaufe the could not well cloak her joy @

or
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or fecretly to give herfelf all to forrow ?
No, for at Sezons fhe threw a\vay all her
difguifed perfonage of motirning 5 the went
dady into the ficlds among ruﬁians, and
not only reforted to her former cuftorn,
but alfo affefted to exereifc manly paftimes,
and that among men, and openly. . So
lightly fhe defpifed the opinion and fpeech
of her country. But I'befhrew that fame
Killegree, and that fame Monficur de Croc;
that came upon her' fo unfeafonably, and
thewed to others her counterfeited perfon
unvizzored: For had not they been, many
things that were done might have been de«
nied, many things might have been hand-
fomly feigned, and much of the matter might
have been helped by forged rumours.

Burt they will fay, there was a folemn
enquiry for the murder.  For{ooth, by Both-
we/ himfelf principally, and by fome otlier
that then laboured, and yet at this day do
labour to deliver the perfons guilty thereof;
from puni‘hment of law, and do new plain-
ly thew what they then fecretly meant:
But with what diligence, with what upright
feverity was that enquiry handled? A few’
poor fouls, the next dwelling neighbours to
the ngs lodging, bemg call’ d, neither
durft tell what they had feen and heard, and
if they touched any thing near the matter,
either they were with fear put to filence,
or defpifed as of nocredit : the wifer fore of
G ~ them
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them durt not offend Bethwel, that fate
d4mong the ‘judges. One or two of the
King’s fervants, that efcaped the mifchance,
were examined which way the murderers
came in. Forfooth, fay they, we had not
thekeys. Who then had them? It was an-
fwered, that the Queen had them.  So be-
gan the fecrets of the Court to break out.
Then was that enquiry adjourned, and never
recontinued. What can be more fevere and
vpright than this enquiry? and yet they pre-
vailed nothing by it: Fer what the exami-
ners would have had kept fecret, That the
people cried ont openly 5 that which they
fupprefled, burft forth’s and that which they
cloaked in fecret, it breaketh out into broad
light. But there was aproclamation fet forth,
with pardon of the fact, and promife of re-
ward to him that would utter it? Why?
who had been fo mad, that h¢ dutft, in fo
manifelt peril of his life, bear witnefs, or
give information againft the judgés them-
{clves, in whofc power lay his life and death?
It was likely, forfooth, that they which had
murdered a King, - would fpare him that
fhould difclofe the murderer, cfpecially when
all men faw that the enquiry of the King’s
flaughter was quite omitted, and the other
enquiry f{everely purfued concerning books
accufing the flaughter. What manner of
judgment it was whercby Bothwel was ac-
quitted, you have heard. Forfooth by him-
felf -
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felf procured,” the judges by himfelf chofen,
the accufers by himfelf fuborned, lawful ac-
cufers forbidden to be prefent, unlefs they
would yicld their throats to their enemies
weapons ; the aflizes appointed néither to a
day, according to the law of the land, nor
after the manner of the' country ; nor to
enquire of the murder of the King, but of
fuch a murder as was alledged to be com-
mitted the day before that the King was
flain. Here, when Borbweél by’ his -friend-
fhip and power, and the Queen by prayet
and threatning travailing with the judges, do
you now expect what fentence men, chofen
againft law, and ‘againft the cuftom of ‘the
land have pronounced? In theit ;udgment,
they touched the matter nothing at'all s on-
ly this they have declared, that it Wwas no
lawful judgment, in this, that-with a fpecial
proteftation they provided, that it {hould ‘not
be prejudicial’ to them in time" to~ come.
Then, that all men might underftand what
it was that they fought by {word, fire and
poyfon, they jumble up marriages; one is
divorced, another is coupled, and that in
fuch pofting fpeed, as they might fcant have
hafted to furnih a triamph of fome noble
viGtory.  Yet, that in thefe unlawful wed-
dings fome fhew of lawful order might be
obferved, - the goodly banes were opcnly pro-
" claimed. For publithing whereof, though
the minifter of the church was threatned
G2 with
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with death if he did it not, yet, at the time
of his publithing, himfclf openly protefted,
that he knew caufe of exception, why that
marriage was not lawful. But in fuch a
- multitude affembled, how few were they
that knew it not? fith all could well re-
member that Borbwe/ had then alive two
wives already-not- yet divorced, _and the
third ncither lawfully married, nor- orderly
divorced. But that was not it that was in-
tended, to obferve the ceremonies of lawful
order; but (as they do ufe in Enterludes)
they provided a certain fhew, or difguifed
counterfeiting of common ufage. For he
that hath oft broken all humane laws, and
“hath caft away all confcience and religion,

could eafily negleét the courfe of God’s law.
Now, I-fuppofe, I have briefly declared
(in refpe& of the greatnefs of the matter)
and yet perhaps in more words than needed
(the plainnefs of the proofs confidered) of
what ‘purpofe, by what counfel, and upon
what hope, that heinous murder was attem-
pted, with what cruelty it was executed, by
what tokens, advertifements, teftimonies, and
letters of the Queen herfelf, the whole mat-
ter is proved, and fo plainly proved that it
may be as openly feen, as if it lay before
your eyess yet will I thew forth the tefti-
mony of the whole people, which I think
worthy not to be negleited : For feveral men
do commonly deccive, and are deceived by
others,
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others, but no man deciveth all men, noris
deceived by all. - This, teftimony of the peo-
ple is this. When at the Queens going abroad
among the people, the greateft part of the
commons were wont to make acclamations,
withing her well and happily, with fuch
{i eechcs as either love enforceth, or ﬁattcry
inventeth : Now at her going after the King’s
flaughter to the caftle, through the chief and
moft populous ftreet of the town, there was
all the way a fad glooming filence. And
when any woman alone of the multitude had
cryed, God fave the Queen, another by and
by fo cryed out, asall men might hear her ;
80 be it to every one as they have deferved.
ALBEIT thefe things were thus done as
Thave declared, yet there are fome that ftick not
to fay that the Queen was notonly hardly, but -
alfo cruelly dealt with, that after {o detcftable
a fa&t, the was rcmovcd from her regency ; and
when they could not deny the fad they com-
plained of the punifhment. I do not think
there will be any man fo fhamelefsto think that.
1o horriblea fact ought to have no punithment
atall. Butifthey complam of the gricvoufnefs = .
of the penalty, I fear leaft, to all oood men, we
may feem not to have done fo gently and tem-
pcratcly, asJoofly and nCOhocntly, that have
laid fo light a penalty upon an offence fo hei-
nous, and fuch as was never heard of before,
For what can be doné cruelly againft the author
of {0 outragious a deed, whczcm all laws of
G3 Ged
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God and man are violated, defpifed, and in a
manner wholly extinguithed? Every feveral
offence hath his punithment both by God and
man appointed : And as there be certain de-
grees of evil deeds, {0 are there alfo encreafes
in the quantitics of punithments. .If onc have
killed 2 man, it is a deed of it fcIf very hei-
nous. -~ What if he have killed his familiae
friend ? What if his father?. What if in one
foul fa&’'he hath joyned all thefe offences to-
gether ? Surely of fucha one, neither can his
life fuffice for impofing, nor his body for
bcaung, nor the Judges policy for inventing
pain enough for him,  Which of thefe fanlts
is not compnfcd in this offence ! I omit the
mean common mattets, the murdering of a
young Gentleman, an innocent, her country-
- man, her kinfman, her familiar, and her Cou-
fin german. Let us alfo excufe the fad, if it
be poflible. She unadvifedly, a young wo-
man, angry, offended, and one of greatin-
nocency of lifetill this time, hath{lain alewd
young man, and adultercr, and unkind huft
band, and a cruel King,

I ¥ not any one, but all thefe refpects to-
gether, were in this matter, they ought not to
avail'to fhift off all punifhment, but to raife
fome pity of the cafe. But what fay you that
none of thefe things can fo much as be falfly
pretended? The fat it felf, of it felf is odi-
ous: In a woman, it is monftrous: In a

wifc not only cxceflively. loved, bue allo

moft
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moft zealoufly honoured,: it is redible ¢
" TTT——— "
And being committed agaifilt him whofe age

craved pardon, whofe hearty affettion requi-
red love, whofc nighnefs: of kindred asked
reverence, whofe innocency might have de-
{erved favour, upon that young man [ fay, in °
whom there is not fo much as alledged.any
juft caufe of offence, thus to execute and
Ipend, yea, to cxceed gl torments due to all
offences, in what degree of cruclty.fhall we
account it} But let thefe things avail in other
perfons to raife hatred, to bring punifhment,
and to make examples to pofterity. But in this
cafe let us bear much with her youth, much
with her Nobility, much with the name of a
Princefs. © As for mine own part, I am not
one that thinks it always good to ufc cxircam
ftriGtnefs of law, no not.in private, mean,
and common perfons.  But in a moft hcinous
mifdeed, to diffolve all force of law, and
where is no meafure of il doing, there to de-
fcend beneath all meafure in punifhing, were
the way to the undoing.of all laws, and the
overthrow of all humane focicty.  But in this
onc horrible a& is fuch- a hotchpotch of all
abominable doings, fuch an cagernefs of all
outragious crueltie, fuch a forgetfulnefs of all
natural affe@ion, as nothing more. can be
feigned or imagined. I omit all former mat-
ters.

I will not curioufly enquire wpon Prince’s
doings, 1 will not weigh them by the com-
‘ Ggs mon

.
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mon beam, I will not reftrain them to com:
mon degrecs of dutics.  If there be any thing

t Without great offence may be pafled over,
1 wi cave it unfpoken of 5 if there
_ beany thmg that may rec -

by refpett of age, or of woman kind, yea or
of unadvifednefs, I will not urgeit. Andto
pafs over all the reft, two heinous offences
there be, that neitheraccording to their great-
nefs be fully exprefied, nor according to their
outrage be fufficiently punithed, I mean the
vxolatmg of matnmony, and of royal Maje-
fty.  For matrimony, (as the Apoftle faith)
doth truly c¢ontain a great miftery. For, as
being obfcrved, it comprifeth within it all in-
feriour kinds of duties, {o being broken, it
overthroweth them all.  Whofo hath mif:
ufed his father, feemeth to caft out of his
heart all natural reverence , but for the hus-
bands fake one fhall love both Father and
Mother. . Of all other duties, the degrees,
or like obfervances, cither are not at all'in
brute creatures, or not {o plain to be difcern-
ed : But of matrimonial love, there is almoft
no living creature that hath not fome feeling.
This miftery thmcforc whofo not only viola-

teth, but alfo d doth not only o-

verthrow all the foundations of human fel-

low T11)_,}1,_@1_1144:11 _as in him Iyeth, difs
folveth and confoundeth all order of nature.
Wh@mﬁﬁm@
that is the trug Imaoc of God i in “carth, bur

o flaycth
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flayeth him with ftrange and unwonted fort of
cruelty, {0 as the untemperate and uncredible
outragioufnefs is not contented with ﬁmplc
torment, {eemeth he not, as much asinhim
lieth, to have a defire to pull God out of -

*’Hcavcn? What refuge have they then left
themfelves to mercy, that in fatisfying their
luft of unjuft hatred, have exceeded, not on-
ly all meafure of cruelty, but alfo all likeli-
hood, that it can be credible.

Burt they will fay, we ought to bear with,
and fpare her nobility, dignity and age. Be
it fo, if {he have fpared him in whom all thefe
refpeéts were greater, or atleaft equal. Letthe
Majefty of royal nameavail her.” How much
it ought toavail to her preferving, her felf hath
fhewed the example. Ma mmit oug
fafety to her, who a ﬁﬁﬁm
ﬂaugﬁmmmg,

aQueen her King? M2 YAt our {afe-

ty mcwm,
unchaftity, woman-kind from cruelty, not
rﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ?uﬁm—ﬁmm
lict-age, fex and unadvifednefs, that without
all juft caufes of hatred, -defj 1(‘;:%11_6&
thmgs\mb.:_kmﬁnmg:ﬁﬁm
She-that hathfoughrfuch execution 6f her
wrongful wrath, what fhall we think fhe will
do being provoked by reproaches to men
not knit to her by kindred, fubje& to her -
pleafurc, not matched with her in equal fel-
~lwowﬂnp of lec, but yeilded to her gover-
nance,
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nance, and enthralled to her tormenting cru-
elty ? When rage for interrupting her pleafure,
and out-tage of nature, ftrengthned with ar-
mour of licentious power, fhall ragingly tri-
umph upon the goods and blood of poor
fubjeéts? What is then the fault whereof we
are accufed, what cruelties -have we fhew-
ed? That a woman raging withour mea-
fure and modefty, and abufing to all her Sub-
jeéts deftruction, the force of her power, 'that
fhe had received for their fafety, we have kept
under governance of her kinfmen and well-
willing friends: ‘And whom by right, we
might for her heinous deeds have executed,
her we have touched with no ether punifh-
ment, but only reftrained her from doing more
mifchief. For we deprived her not of Li-
berty, but of unbridled licentioufhefs of evil
doing. Wherein we more fear among all
good men, the blame of too much lenity,
than among evil men the flander of cruelty.
Queentothi ¢r. . Bothwel allo had his
reans,m’ota\hdrn’mmd.
For when that fame infamous acquital rather
encreafed, than abated the fufpition, and the
matter could not be alway kept clofe, he fleeth
to his Jaft refuge, to obtain of the Queen a par-
don of all his offences. But when by the
Jaw of the land in fiich Charters of parden,
the greateft offence muft be exprefly mention-

ed, and the reft it fufficed to include in ge-
ncral
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neral words, and exprefly toconfefs, the mur
der of the King feemed to ftand neither with'
his honour, nor witl his fafety : He was dri-

ven of neceffity cither to invent or commit
fome other crime, either more grievous, or

at the leaft as heinous, under which the flaugh-
* ter of the King might lurk in fhadow of ge-

ncral words unexpreflfed.. They could devife

nonc other but the fame counterfeit ravith-

ment of the Queen, whereby: both the Queen

provided for enjoying her pleafure, and b’otb-

wel, for his fafety.

Emorandum, that in the Caftle of E-
dinburgh, there was left by the Earl
Bothwel, before his flecing away, and was
fent for by one George Englf(é his fervant,
who was taken by the Earl Moreton, one
{mall gilt Coffer, not fully a foot long, being
garnifhed in fundry places with the Romar A
letter F. under aKing’s Crown, wherein were
certain letters and writings well known, and
by oaths to be affirmed, to have been wiit-
ten with the Queen of Seor’s own hand to
the Earl Bothwel.
Befide thofe writings, there was alfo extant
a writing written in Roman hand in Freneh,
to be avowed to be written by the faid Queen
of Scots herfelf, being a promife of Marriage
to the faid Bothwel: Which writing being
without date, and though fome words there-
in feem to the contrary, yer is upon credible
' grounds
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!grounds fuppofed to have been made and

written by her before the death of her Huft
band, the tenor whercof thus beginneth.

Nous Maric par le grace de Dien, &c.
We Mary by the grace of God, &e.

THERE is alfo another writing in Scot-
tith, avowed to be wholly written by the Earl
Huntly, dated the fifth of April, 1567. con-
taining a form of contra&t of marriage be-
twixt the fid Qucen and Earl Bothwel, fub-
fcribed Mary, which is to be avowed to be
the proper hand of the faid Queen ; and un-
derneath it, Fames Earl Bothwel, which al-
{o is to be avowed to be the proper hand of
the Earl Bozhwe/, at whichtime he was com-
monly defamed of the King’s flaughter, and
not cleanfed or acquit thereof beforc the
thirccenth of April following. The tenor
of which contra& here enfueth.

T Seytom, the fifth day of April, inthe

year of God, 1567. The right excel-

lent, right high and mighty Princefs Mar_'y, by
the grace of God Queen of Scozs, confider-
ing the place and eftate wherein Almighty
God hath conftituted her Highnefs, and how
by the deceafe of the King her husband, her
Ma;cﬁy isnow deftitutc ofa husband living fo-
litary in the ftate of widowhood. Inthe whlch
kind of lifcher Majefty moft willingly would

con-
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continue, if the will of her realm, and fub-
jects would permit it.  But on the other part,
confidering the inconvenicncies may follow,
and the neceflity which the Realm hath, that
her Majcfty be coupled with an husband her
Highnefs hath an inclination to marry. And
fccmg what incommodity may come to this
realm, in cafe her Majefty fhould join in
marriage with any foreign Prince of a firange
Nation, her Highnefs has thought rather
to yield unto one of her ewn fubjedts.
Amongt whom, her Majefty finds none

more able, nor endued with better qua-
lities than the right noble, and her dear Cou-
fin Fames, Earl Bothwel, &c. Of whofe
thankful and true fervice, her Highnefs in all
times by-paft has had large proof, and infalli-
ble experience. And fceing not only the fame
.good mind conftantly perfevering in him, but
“with that aninward affe@ion, and hearty love
towards her Majefty, her Highne(s -amongft
the reft, hath made her choice of him. And
therefore in the prefence of the cternal God
faithfully, and in the word of a Prince, by
thefe prefents takes the faid Fames Earl Both-
wel as her lawful husband. And promifes and
obliges her Highnefs, that as foon as the Pro-
cefs of divorce intended betwixt the faid Earl
Bothwel and Dame Fane Gordon, now his
pretended Spoufe, be ended by the order of
the laws, her Majefty fhall God willing there-

after fhortly marry, and take the faid Earlto -
her
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‘her husband, and compleat the band of Ma-
trimony with him in the face of holy Church.
: And fhall never marry any other
ltem, 77’1\{”” husband but him only during
gﬁf g‘. o hislife-time. And as her Maje-
fty of her gracious humanity,
and proper motive, withont deferving of the
faid Earl, hath thusinclined her favour and af-
feGtion towards him, he humbly, and reve-
rently acknowledging the fame, according to
his bounden duty, and being as free and able
to make promife of matriage, in refpet of the
faid Procefs of divorce intended for diversrea-
fonable caufes, and that his {aid pretended
Spoufe hath thereunto confented, he prefent-
ly takes her Majefty as his lawful Spoufe, in
the prefence of God. ' And promifes and ob-
ligeth him, as he will anfwer to God, and up-
on his fidelity and honour, that in all dili-
gence poflible, he fhall profecute and fet for-
ward the faid Proce(s of divorce already be-
gan and intended betwixt him and the faid
Dame Fane Gordon his pretended Spoufe, un-
to the final-end of a Decree and Declaration
therein. And incontinent thereafter, at her
Majefties good will and pleafure, and when
her highnefs thinks convenicnt thall compleat
and' folemnizeé in face of holy Church, the
faid band of Matrimony with her Majefty, and
love, honoyr, and ferve her Highnefs, ac-
cording to the place and honour that it have
plcafed her Majefty to accept him unto, and
never
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never to have any other to his wife during
her Majefty’s life time. In faith and witnef~
fing whercof, her Highnefs and the faid Eart
hath fubfcribed this prefent faithful promife,
with their hands, as followeth, day, year,
and place aforefaid, before thefe witnefles 324
George Earl Hmztly, and Mafter Thomas
Hepourn, Parfon of Old Hanﬁ’otk &e.

Sic fi lﬁﬁrzbzmr, Mary R
James Ear/ Bothwel.

HERE noté, that this contrat was made
the sth of April, within cight weeksafter
the murder of the King, which was flain the
1oth of February before.  Alfo it was made
feven days before that Bothwel was acquit-
ted by corrupt judgment of the faid murder.

ALso it -appearcth by the words of the
contradt itfelf, that it was made  before fen-
tence of divorce -between -Bothwel and his
former wife: And alfo, in very truth, was
madc beforc any fuit of divorce- intended
or begun between him and his former wife,
though fome words in this contrad fcemto
fay otherwife:— Which is thus proved. For
this contra& is-dated the sthrof Apr#5 and
it plamnly appearcth by the judicial-aés-be-
fore the -two feveral - ecclefiaftical-ordinary
judges, wherein is-contained  the: whole pro-
cefs of the divorce bétween the faid Earl
and Dame Fane Gourdon his wife, that one

of
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of the fame procefles was intended and be<
gun the 26th day of Apr, and the other
the 27th day.

Avrso there are extant the Records of
the Juftices Court holden at Edinburgh the
faid 12th day of Apri/, fome copies where-
of have been exemplified and figned with
the hand of Fohn Bellenden Clerk of the
Court, among which isthe indiGtment of
Botbwel. - 'The tenor of which Records,
with the affize and verdi&, do here follow 3

CUrz'a qufticiarie S. D. N.

Regine, tenta & inchoata
2n pretorio de Edinburgh duo-
decimo die menfis Aprilis, Anno
1567. per nobilem & potentem
Dominum Archtbaldum Comi-
tem Exgadizx, Dominum Camp-
bel &' Lorne jufticiarium ge-
ueralem eyufdem S. D. N. Re-
gine, totiuws Regni [ui ubilibet
conflitusum fen. vocatum, & cu-
via begitime affirmata.

In
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I~ the which Court appeared perfonally
in judgment Mr. Fobn Spens of Condie, and
Robert Creycghton of Chock, advocates to
our Sovercign Lady, in her name; and there
the faid Mr. Jobn Spens produced our Sove-
reign Lady’s letter exccute -and indorfed, to-
gether with the indi¢tment ;. Of the which
letters, <indorfing thereof, and -indiGment,
the tenors hereafter follow, that is to fay,

M ARY, by the Grate of God, Queen of

Scots, to our trufty and well-beloved
William Purwes, Mr. Lawfon, and Gawing
Ramfey, Meffengers, our Sheriffs in that
part conjunétly an?ﬁwmllj Specially confti-
tuted, greeting. Forafmuch as it is humbly
meant and fhewed to us, by our trufty and
beloved Clerks and Counfellors; My. John
Spens of Condie, 4nd Robert Creycghton
of Chock, our Advocates: That whereas
they are informed that our trufty Coufin and
Counfellor Matthew Earl of Lenox, Father
to the King our deareft Spoufe, hath dela-
ted Jaes Ear/ Bothwel, Lord Halis and
Creycghton, &c. and certain others of the
treafonable, cruel, odious, and abominable
Slanghter and murder of his grace, commit-
ted upon the ninth day of February laft paft,
under filence of the night, within his lodg-
ing, for the time, within our Bour of Edin-
burgh, near the Church in the field; upon
provifion, fet-purpofe, and fore-thought fello<

H 2 e
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ny.  And hath declared unto us the fufpi-
cion had of the [aid Earl-and others, as
committers ;f the [aid odious, cruel and a-
bominable deed. - Whereto we being moft
earneftly bent, minded, and willing to have
trial taken therein, by order of juﬁice, with
all diligence and expedition poffible, - have,
with advice of the Lords of our fecret
counfel, and alfo of the bumble defire of the
Jfaid Earl Bothwel, made in _our and their
prefence, who offereth himfelf willing to
undergo the trial of o condign Affize, ac-
cording to the Laws- of our Realm for de-
claring of this part, have ordained a Court
Ef Fuftice, to be fet and holden in the Tole-
ooth of Ediniburgh, the 12th day of A-
pril mext enfiing, [far executing of juftice
“npon the [(a1d Earl, and otberw[zﬁ, or the
cruel, odious, foul, and abominable crime and
offence 5 a5 is more at large tontained in an
Att made in the books of odr fecret counfel
thereupon.

Our will therefore is, and we charge you
Serictly, and command, that immediately at
the fight of thefe our letters, ye ‘go, and in -
onr name and authority, warn the [aid
Matthew Ear! of Lennox, ;wﬁnﬂlly, or at
his: dwelling place, and all other our liege
people having or pretending to have intereff
in the [aid matter, by open Proclamation
at the Market-croffes of our Boroughs of
Edinburgh, Dunbarton, Glafcow, Lanerk,
b2 and
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and other places needful; to appear before
our Juftice, or his Deputics, in onr Tole-
booth of Edinburgh, the faid 13th day of
April next enfuing; to- purfie and concur
with us in the faid altion: With ¢ertifica-
tion to them, that if they fail, thet our
Tuftice, or his Deputies, will proceed and
do Fuftice in the [aid mattér the (uid day,
conformable to the Laws and Conflirations
of “our Realm, witkottt any longer delay or
continwation: Andthatye fummon an dffise
to this end; every perfon under the pam of
Sforty pounds; as ye will anfiver to us theres
upon.  The which to-do, we commit o Jou,
Joyntly and (cverally, onr full power by thefe
our letters, delivering them by you duly to be

executed; and indorfed again to the bearer.
Given tinder our fignet at Edinbursh, the
s7th of March, in-the asth ymr,of'

our Reggn, 1567,

£x dcliberatione Dominortim confilii Reg:

Sic fubferibitur, M aR .

Indorfements of the fuid Letters,

Y rox the aoth day of March, in the 2
_J - year of God 1567. 1 Willigm Pur-
wes, Meffenger, one of the Sheriffs in that

part within conftituted, paft at command of
5 . thefo
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thefe our Sovereign Lady’s letters, and in her
Grace’s nanic and authority, warned Marthew
Earl of Lennox, and all other her Majefty’s
licges, having or pretending to have intereft
in the matter within fpecified, by open pro-
clamation at the Market-crofs of the Bo-

rough of Edinburgh, to appear before the
8 ]uﬁxcc, or his Deputies, in the Tolbooth of
Edinburgh, the 12th day of April next cn-
fuing, to purfuc and concur with our faid
Sovereign Lady in the attion within men- -
tioned, with certification as is ‘within ex-
prefled, after the form and tenor of thefe
letters, whereof I affixed one copy upon the
faid Market-crofs. This I did before thefe
witnefles, Fobn Anderfon and ‘David Lant,
with divers others. And for more witnef
fing to this my execution and indorfement,
my ﬁguet is affixed.

“Y ron the laft day of March, the firlt
U and fecond days of Apré/, in the year
of God above written, 1 Gowine Ramfy,
Meflenger, one of the Sheriffs, in that part
within conftituted, paft at commandment of
thefc our Sovereign Lady’s letters, and in
her Grace’s name and authority, warned the
faid Matthew Earl of Lennox, at his dwel-
ling places in Glafcow and Dunbertane re-
{pectively, becaufe 1 fearched, and fought,
and could not apprehend him perfonally,
and all other her Majefty’s licges, having
¢ and
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and pretending to have intereft to purfue in
the matter herein exprefled, by proclamation
at the Market-crofics of the Boroughs of
Glafeow, ‘Dunbertane and Lanerk, for to
appear before the Juftice, or his Deputies,
in the faid Tole-booth of Edinburgh, the
faid 12th day of April next to come, to
purfuc and concur with our faid Sovercign
Lady in the a&ion within written, with cer-
tification, as is within mentioned, after the
form and tenor of thefe Letters, whercof
afhixed one copy upon cvery one of the faid
Market-croffcs.  This 1 did before thefe
witnefles, George Herbefoun, Nicholas An-
dro, Robert Letrik, Meflengers; HWilliam
Smollet, David Robertfon, Fames Smollet,
Fobn Hamilton, Fames Bannatine, and Ro-
vert Hamilton, with divers others.  And for
more witnefling hereof my fignet is affixed ;
fubfcribed with my hand,

Gewin Rumfy, Meflenger.

P o N the firlt day of Apri/, the year of

God t567. 1 William Lawfon, Me(-
fenger, Sheriff in that part within conftitu-
ted, paft at command of thefe our Sovergign
Lady’s letters, to the Market-crofs of Perth,
and there, by open proclamation, lawfully
warned Matthew Earl of Lennox, and all
others our Sovereign Lady’s lieges, having
H 3 or



102 A Detection of

or pretending to have interefs to purfue James
Earl Bothwel, Lord Hailes, and Creycghton.
&c. And certain others, for the cruel {laugh-
ter and murder of the King’s grace, and af-
fixed one Copy upon the faid Croffes, after
the form and tenour of thefe Letters, And
this I did before thefe witnefles, Fames
Mar[chel, Alex. Borthuike, and Fokn An-
derfon,’ Meflengers, with divers others.  And
for the more witnefling of this my cxecution
and indorfement, I have fubfcribed this with
my hand,

Will. Lawfon, Mcflenger.

The IndiGmentr.

AMES Earl Bothwel, Lord Halis, and
Creycghton, &¢. 2o are inditted for
acting. part of the cruel, odious, treafon-
able, and abominable flaughter and murder of
the late, the right excellent, right high and
mighty Prince, the King's grace, deareft
Jpoufe, for the time, to our Sovereign Lady
the Queen’s Majefly, under filence of night,
in hisown lodging, befides the Church in the
Jeeld within this burrow, he being taking the
nights reft, treafonably raifing fire within the
Jame, with a great quantity of Powder,
Through force of the which, the fuid whole
bodging was raifed, and blown in the air.
And the faid late King was murthered trea.
Jonably aud maft cruelly flain and defiroyed by
: Jon
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ou therein upon fet purpofe, provifion, and
jy’areptbau bt ‘;%e/w{y. Qﬂd tlap'f ]au/;id upon
the ninth day of Fcbruary laft paft, under
Sfilence of the night, as above (aid.  ds is
notorionfly known, the which yox. cqunot
deny.

I)} poN the which produion of the fore-
faid Letters executed, indorfed an indiced, the
faid advocate asked an a& of Court and in-
firuments, and defired of the Juflicc proce(s
agreeable thereto. , .

THE faid letters being openly read in
Judgment with the indorfements thereof, the
Juftice by virtue of the fame, caufed to be cal-
led the faid Fames Earl Bothwel, as Defen-
dant on the one part, and Marrhew Earl of
Lenox, and all others our Sovercign Ladics
licge people, having or pretending to purfue
in the faid matter, to appear before him in
this Court of Juftice, to purfuc and defend
according to the law. .

IMMEDIATELY after there appeared in
Judgment, the faid Fames Earl Bothwel, and
entered perfonally, and then made choice of
Mt. David Borthuick of Lutchthil, and
Mr. Edmund Hay to be prolocutors for him,
whoalfo appeared perfonally in Judgment, and
were admitted by the Juftice to that effeét,

THERE al{o appeared Mr. Henry Kenrof,
alledging to be ProQor for Andrew Mafter of
Errole, and produced in Judgment the wri-
ting and proteftation under written,defiring the

H 4 y  fame
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fame to be regiftred and inferted in the books
of adjournal, the tenor whereof followeth.
THE fame day appeared Mr. Henry Kin-
rof, prodor for Andrew Mafter of Errole,
Conftable of Scotland, and alledged that the
Conftables for the time, of this Realm, hathr
been at all rimes by-paft only Judges compe-
_tent toall fuch perfons as have been accufed
criminally, for committing of flaughter,
murder, or of blood drawing near to the
Prince’s chamber, or within four miles of the
fame. And therefore the faid Mafter now
being Conftable of this Realm, ought and
thould be the competent Judge to Fames
Earl Bothwel, and others his alledged com-
plices called this day, and to be accufed for
adting.any part of the alledged cruelty, trea-
fonable {laughter of the latc Henry King of
Scors.  And in cale Archibald Earl of Ar-
Zyle, as chief Juftice of this Realm, or his
deputies proceed in the faid caufe, the faid
Mafter ﬁenryz roftor aforefaid, protefteth
{olemnly, that the fame procceding therein,
fhall in no wife hurt, nor prejudice the faid
Conftable in his office, rights, title of rights,
‘Anterefts, jurifdi¢tion, or invellment thereof
in any fort, but that he may ufe and exercife
his faid jurifdi¢tion in all fuch cafes in times
coming, conform to his inveftment of the
faid office, and ufe of cognofcing ufed by his
predeceflors, and before him in like caufes.
“All which time he makes it known, cither
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by inveftment or other ways fufficiently, him
to have jurifdition in fuchcaufes. Andde-
fires the fame proteftation to be inferted in,
the book of adjournal, and admit it under
proteftation, that he affirm not the Lord Ju-
ftice jurifdiction in any fort in proceeding in
the faid matter.

THE Juftice, being advifed with the faid
alleadgeance and proteftation, found by inter-
locutor, and ordained that procefs fhould be
laid by him in this matter, notwithftanding
the fame, in refpeé that nothing was fhown
by the faid Mr. Henry, to verifie the contents
of the faid alleadgeance and proteftation.
Whereupon the faid Earl Bothwel asked a
note of Court and inftrument.

THE faid Matthew Earl of Levenox and
others our Sovereign Ladies lieges, having or
pretending to have intereft to purfue in the
faid matter, being oftentimes called, to have
appeated and concurred with the faid advo-
cates, in purfuing of the faid attion, Robert
Cunningbam appeared, alledging him fervane
to the faid Marthew Earl of Lenox, and pro-
duced the writing under written, which he
fubfcribed with his hand in Judgment. As
he that had power to ufe the fame, and pro-
tefted it, and defired to conform thereto in
all points, Of the which writing the tenor
follows.

My Lords T am come here, fent by my
Mafter my Lord of Lenox, to declare the

caufe
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caufe of his abfence this day, and with his
power as the fame bears.  The caufe of his
abfence is the thortnefs of time ; and that he
is denied of his friends and fervants, who
thould have accompanied him to his honour
and fecurity of his life, in refpe&t of the

“ greatnefs of his party, and he having affiftance
of no friends but only himfelf. And there-
fore his L. commanded me to defirc a fufhi-
cient day, according to the weight of the
caufe, thercfore he may keep the fame. And
if your L. will proceed at this prefent, Ipro-
teft that I may without any difpleafure of any
man, ufc thefe things committed to my charge
by my Lord my Mafter, Whereof I take a
document.

Item, 1 proteft, that if the perfons who
pafics upon aflize and inqueft of thefe perfons
that fhall enter on pannel this day, clear the”
faid perfons of the murder of the King, ‘thdt’"
it fhall be willful error and not ignorance; by
reafon that it is notorioufly  known.thofe per-
fons to be the murtherers of the King, as my
Lord my Mafter alledges, upon the which pro-
teftation I require-a document:  Sic fubferi-
bitur, ROBERT ,CUNNINGHAM.

Upron the produion of the which wii-
ting and proteftation, the faid Rodert asked adls
and inftruments. :

THE Juftice, beingadvifed with the afore-
faid writing and proteftation produced, and
ufed by the faid Rabers Cunmingham in re-

fpett
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fpe&t of the letters and writings {ent to our {o-
vercign by the faid Matthew L. of Lenox,
produced it, andread it in a Court, whereof
the copies are under written By thie which
letters and writings, the faid Farl of Lenox
defired a fhort and fummary procefs to be
deduced in the faid matter, and alfo of the
a& and ordinance of the Lords of the fe-
cret Council granted thereupon, and fuch
like in refpeét of the carncft infifting of the
Advocates, defiring procefs and right fuit of
the faid Earl Bothwel’s carneft petition and de-
fire of trial to be had in the faid matter,
with the advice of the Lords and Barons
affeflors prefent, and by an interlocutor, that
procefs fhould be deduced in the faid a&tion
this day, according to the laws of this
Realm. Notwithftanding the writing and
proteftation produced by the faid Robert Cun-
ningham, and - likewife admit him to con-
cur and aflift the faid advocates in the pur<
fuance of the faid adtion, if he pleafed.

Here followeth the Copies of the Letters
and Writings fent to the Queen's Mafjefty,
by the jz‘zz'f Earl of 1.cnox.

Render moft humble thanks unto yout
Majefty for your gracious and comfor--
table letter which I'received the 24th ddy
of this inftant. And whereas I perceive by
the fame, that it is your Majefly’s plcafure to
: remit
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remit the trial of this late odious att to the
time of a parliament. May it pleafc your
Majefty, although I am affured your High-
nefs thinks the time as long as I do till the
matter betried, and the authors of the deed
condignally punitheds yer I fhall humbly
crave your Majefty’s pardon in troubling
your Highnefs fo oft thercin as Idos for the
matter toucheth me o near, I befeech your
Majefty moft humbly to accept this my fim-
ple advice in good part, as follows : Which
is, that whereas the time is long to the par-
liament, this matter not being a parliament
matter, but of fuch weight and validity,
which ought rather to be with all expedi-
tion and diligence fought out and punithed,
to the example of the whole world, as I
know your  Majefty’s wifdom confiders the
fame far more than my wits can comprehend;
yet, forafmuch as I hear of certain tickets
that have been put on the Tolecbooth door
of Edinburgh, anfwering your Majefty’s firft
and fecond Proclamations, “which mentions
in fpecial, the names of certain perfons, de-
vifors of the cruel murder, I fhall therefore
moft humbly befcech your Majefly, for the
love of God, the honour of your Majefty,
your Realm, and the weal and tranquility
thereof, that it would pleafc your Majefty
forthwith, not only to apprehend and put in
fure keeping the perfons named in the faid
tickets, but alfo with diligence, to aflemble

your
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your Majefty’s Nobility, and then by open
Proclamation, to admonifh and require the
writers of the faid tickets to appear accord-
ing to the cffec thereof, at the which time,
if they do not, your Majefly,. may by advice
of your Nobility and Counfel, rclieve and fet
at liberty the perfons named in the ticket a-
forefaid. So fhall your Majefty do an honour-
able and godly act in the bringing the matter
to fuch a narrow point as either the matter
{hall appear plainly before your Majefty, to
the punifhment of thofe who have been the
authors of this cruel deed, or elfe the faid
tickets found vain in their felves, and the pet-
fons which are {landered to be exonerated and
fet at liberty at your Majefty’s pleafure. Sol
commit your Majefty to the protettion of
Almighty God, to preferve you in health, and
moft happy reign. Of Howflon the 26th
day of FLebruary.

Ay it pleafe your Majefty, where your
Highnefs in your laft letter writes to

to me, that if there be any names in the
tickets that was affixt upon the Tolbooth door
of Edinburgh, that 1 think worthy to fuffer
atrial for the murther of the King your Ma-
jefty’s husband, upon my advertifement, your
Majefty fhould proceed to the cognition tak-
ing, as may ftand with the laws of this Realm,
and being found culpable, fhall fee the punifh-
ment as rigoroufly executed as the weight of
the
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the crime deferves.  May it pleafe your Ma-
jefty, fince the receipt of your Highnefs Let-
ter, Ihave flill lookt that fome of the bloudy
‘martherers thould have been openly known
ere now. And fecing they are not yet, I can-
not find in my heart to conceal the matter
any longer, but let your Majefty underftand
the names of them whom I greatly fufpect,
that is to fay, the Earl Borbwel, Mr. Fames
Balfor, and Gilbert Balfor his brother, Mr.
David Chamer, Blackmafter, Fobn Spens,
Senior Framcis, Baftian, Fohn the Burdea-
vix, and Fofeph, ‘Davids brother. Which
perfons 1 moft intirely and humbly befcech
your Majefty, that according to my former
Petition unto your Highnefs, it will pleafe,
not only to apprehend and put in fure keep-
ing, but as with diligence to affemble your
‘Majefty’s whole Nobility and Council, and
then to.take fuch perfett order of the afore-
‘named perfons, thatthey may be juftly tried, as
1 doubt not but in fo doing the fpirit of God
fhall work in the faid matter, that the truth
1hall be known. So fhall your Majefty do a
‘moft godly and honourble a&, for your felf
being the party as you are, a great fatisfaction
it fhall be to all that belongs unto him that
isgone, who was fo dear unto your High-~
nefs.  And now not doubting but your Ma-
jefty will take order in the matter according
to the weight of the caufe, which I moft
humbly befeech, I commit your Mdjefty to

g : the
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the protettion of the Almighty God, who pre-
ferve you in health, long life, and moft hap-
Reign. Of Howflon this fcventcenth of
March.

Affizes.

Andro Earl of Rothes.
George Earl of Caithnes.
Gilbert Earl of Cajfillis.

Lord Fobn Hamilton, Commander of
Arbroycht, fon to the Lord Duke.

Fames Lord Roffe.

Robert Lord Sumple.

Fohn Maxwell Lotd Hereif.
Lasrence Lord Oliphant.

Fobn Mafler of Forvefs. ; -
:}‘obn Gordon of Lothinware.

Robert Lord Boyd.

Fames Coktourn of Launton.
Foln Somervile of Cambufuethan.
Mowbray of Bern Buxal. .

Ogilby of Boyn.

THE forenamed perfons of Aflize being
chofen, admitted and {worn in judgment, as
the ufe is. And therefore the faid Earl Bozh-
wel being accufed by the faid dictate of the

crime
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crime aforefaid, and the fame being denied by
him, and referred to the deliverance of the
faid Aflize, they removed out of the faid
Court, and all together convened, and after
long reafoning had by them upon the fame di-
&ate and points thereof, they and cke one
of them for themfelves voted, delivered,
and acquit the faid Fames Earl Bothwel of
aé and part of the faid flaughter of the King,
and points of the faid dictate.

AND fince the faid George Earl of Caith-
‘nes, Chancellor of the faid Aflizes in his and
their names asked inftruments, that neither
the faid advocates, nor the faid Robert Cun-
ningham as have had commiflion of my Lord
of Lenox, nor no other brought' into them
any writing, token, or verification, whereby
the ditate above written might be forfeit, nor
the faid Aflize perfwaded to deliver any other-
wife, than is above written. Nor yet was the
faid ditate fivorn, nor no party, except the
faid advocates, competent to purfue the fame,
and therefore in refpett that they delivered
according to their knowledge, protefts that
they Ihould incur no willful error in any wife
hereafter. .Which inftrument and proteftati-
on immediately after the re-entry of the faid
Earl of Caithnes Chancellor, and one part
of the named of the faid perfons of Affize
in the faid Court of Jufticiary, before the
pronunciation of their deliverance aforefaid,
at the defirc of the faid Earl of Casthnes was

openly
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openly read in judgment. And thereupon
he of new asked atts and inftruments, and
protefteth in manner above exprefied:

Xtraltum de libro aé?orum ad_;aumﬂlz:

S. D. N. Regine. Per me Joatsntern

Bellenden de Auchnoule militem, Clericum

_‘}’uft‘ic‘zdrm ejufdem generalem. —Sub meis
Signo & fubferiptione mannalibus.

Johannes Bellenden, Clericns Fufticiarie:

NOTE that at the fame time proteftation
was made by George Earl of Caithnes, Chan:
cellor of the faid affize, that the faid diftate
or indi¢tment was not in this point true,
viz. in alledging the murder to be commit-
ted the ninth day of February ; for that:in-
decd the murder was:committed the next
day, being the tenth day in the morning,
at two hours after midnight : Which in Jaw
was, and ought to be, truly accounted the
tenth day; and fo the acquital, that way,
but cavillingly defended.

R
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The Writings and  Letters
fouud in the faid Casket,
which are avowed to be
awritten. with the Scottith
Queen’s own Hand,

Certain French Sonnets, written by ‘the
Queen ‘of Seots to Bothwel, before her
marriage with him, and (as it is faid)
while her ‘husband lived; but certainly

“before his divorce from his wife, as the
words themfelvesthew, before whom fhe
“here preferreth herfelf in deferving to be
‘beloved of Bothuwel.

Dieux -ayez, de moy compaffion,
Et nd’ enfeignex. ‘quelle prewve certaii

Fe puis donner qui ne luy femble vain
De mon amour & ferme affettion.
Las! @ ef il pas ja en poffeffion
Du corps, du cenrqui ne refufe pain
Ny difhonnenr, en la wie incertain,
Offenfe de parents, une pire affliction?
Pour luy tous mes ames j'eftime moins que rien,
Et de mes ennemis je- veus efperer bien.

Fo
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FPay bazardé pour lny & nom & confeieice :
Fe veux pour luy an monde rewonter

Fe veux mourir pour lny auancer. .

Eu refte il plus pour pronver ma conflance ?
Entre fes mains & en fon plein pouveir

Fe metz mon filz, mon honuenr, & may vie,
Mon pais, mes [ubfeltz. mon ame affubjectie
Eft sout & luy, & @'ay autoe vanlloir

Pour mon objett que fans le decevoir

Susure je veux malgre toute I envie

Q0 iffir en penlt, Car jeu autre & vie
Que de ma foy, Iny faire appercevoir

Que pour tempefle ou bonnace qui face
Famais ve veux changer demeure ou place.
Brief je feray de ma foy telle preive,

Qu'il cogmoiftra fans fainte ma conflance,
Nin par mes pleurs ou fainse obeyfJance,
Comme antres ont fait, mais par divers efprewve.

Elle pour fon bonuear vons doibe obeyffance

Moy vozs obey[Jant 7en puis recevoir blafme,
Neftat, a mo regret, comme elle voftre femme.

Et fi Waura pour tant en ce point preeminences
Pour fon profic elle ufe de confPance,

Carce w'efs peu &honieny deflve de voz biens dame
Et moy pour wous aimer jen puis recevoir blafme
Et ne luy venx beder en toute I'obfervance

Elle de woftre mal i’ 4 Papprebenfion

Moy je n’ay nnl vepos tant je crains Papparence
Par Paduis des parentz, elle et veftre accointance
Moy maugré tous les mieis vous poree affettion -
Et de fa loyauté prenex. ferme affeurance.’

Par vons mon ceur &' par voftre alliance
Elle 4 remis [a maifon en bonneur
Elle & jovy par wous la grandeur
Dont tosn les fiens wayent uul affeurance
. I'a~ :
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De wosss mon bien elle a en la confante,

Et a gaigné pour un temps voftre canr,

Par vous elle a eu’plaifiv en bon heur,

E: pour wous a recen honneur &5 reverence,
Et « a perdu fin on la joviffance

D’un fafcheus: fot qi’elle aymoit cperement.
Fe ne la playns daymer donc ardamment,
Celuy qui @’ & en fens, ny en vailance,

En beauté, en bonté, ny en conflance

Point de feconde. e wis en cefte foy,

Quant voms Pamiex, elle ufoit de froideur.
Sy wous fouffiex, pour s’amour paffion
Oui vient d’aymer de trop d’affection,
Son doig monftroit, la trifteffe de cour
Nayant plaifir de voftre grand ardenr
En fes babitz, monftroit fans fittion
Qu’elle ' avoit paour qu’ imperfeltion
Peuft Deffacer horsde ce loyal coeur.

De voftre mort je ne vis la peaun

Qué meritoit tel mary & feigneur.

Comme de vors elle & ex tout fon bien

Et ¥ 4 prifé¢ ne jamais eftimé

Un fi grand beur fi non puis qu'il w'eft fier
Et maintenant dit Pavoir tant ayme.

Et maintenant elle commence & voir
QOu’elle eftoit bien de mauvais jugement
De_weftimer amour d'un tel amant
Et voudroit bien mon amy decevoir,

Par les efcriptz, tout fardez de feavoir
Qui pourtant w'eft en fon efprit croiffan:
Ains emprunté de quelque autheur luiffant.
A faint tres bien un envoy fans Favoir .
Et toutes fois fes parolles, fardez.,

Ses pleurs, fes plaintls remplis de fictions,
Et Jes bauts cris & 'Iamegmtiom,

.

Om
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Ont tant gaigné qui par vous [ont gardez,
Ses lettres efcriptes aufquelles wous donnez, foy
Et fi I aymez & croyex plus que moy.

Viouis lay croyez, las! trop je I’ appercoy
Et wous doutex, de ma ferme conftance, -
O mon [eul bien & mon feul efperance,

Et newous puis je affeurer de ma foy
Vous m’ eftimez, leger que je voy,

Et fi 0 avez en moy nul affenrance,

E: foupconnez. mon ceur fans apparence,
Vous deffiant ¢ trop grand tort de moy.
Vous ignorex. U amour que je vous porte, -
Vous Joupconnez. qi autre amour me tranfpoite,
Vous eftimez, mes_parolles du wvent,

Veus depeignez, de cire mon las ceur,

Vous me penfex, femme fans jugement.

Et tout cela augmente mon_ardeur.

Mor amour croift &' plus en plus croiftra
Tant que je. viuray, and tiendray a grandheur,
Tant feulement &’ avoir part en ce ceur
Vers qui en fin mon_amour pevfiftra

Si tres & clair que jamais n’en doutra.
Pour luy je veux rechercher la grandeur,
Et feray taunt qiien vray coguoiftra,
Que je n'ay bien, beur, ne contentement,
04 4 U obeyr & fervir loyaument.

Pour luy jattend toute bonne fortune.
Pour luy fe veux garder fanté &5 vie.
Pour luy tout vertu de [uiure j°° ayenvie,
Ece fans changer me trouvera tout’ uie.

Pour luy auffs je jette maintes laymes,
Premier quand il fe fift de ce corps poffefear,
Du quel alors il Wavoit pas le caeur.

Puis me donna un auntre dayr alarme

13 © . Quand
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nand. il verfae de fon fang mainte dragme,
%om de griéff il mef 'vi;{r éz‘ﬂ'er doleur,g
Qui nien penfa ofter la vie, &' frayeur
De perdre las ! le feul rempar qui w’arme.
Pour luy depuis jay mefprife I’ honneur
Ce qui nous peit [eul pourvoir de bonbeny.
Pour luy §°ay bazardé grandeitr & confeience.
Pour luy tous mes parentz §° ay quite, & amis,
Et tous avtres refpeltz font apart mis,
Brief de vous feul je cherche I” alliance.

De wous je dis feul fouftein de ma vie
Tant feulement je cerche m’ affeurer,

E: fiofe de moy tant prefumer

De vous gaigner maigre toute I’ envie.

Car ¢ eft le feul defir de woftre chere amie,
De vous fervir & loyaument: aymer,

Et tous malheurs woins qui rien effimer,

Et voftre wolonte de la mien ne [ujure.

Vious cognoftrez, avecques obey[fance

De mon loyal devoir w’ omittant dafcience

A quoy je eftudieray pour ‘toufiours vous complaire
Sans aymer rien e vous, foubz la fubjetlion.
De qui je veux fans nulle fittion

Vivre & motvir &' 4 ce §° obtempere.

Mon caur, hon fang, mon ame, €& mon foucy
Las, vous m’ avez, promis f", anrons ce plaifir
De devifer avecques wous a loyfir
Toute la nuilt, m je languis jey,

Ayait le cenr & extreme paour tranfy,

« Pour voir abfent le but de mon defir

Crainte & oublier un coup me vient & faifir :
E: I’ autre fois je crains que rendurcie
Soit contre moy voyftve amiable ceur

Par quelque dit d’ un mefchant ramporteur.
U autre fois je crains quelque aventure

Qui
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Qui par chemin derou ne mon amant,
Par un fafchenx ¢ mouvean accident.
Dieu detourne toute malbeurenx augure.

Ne vous woyant felon qu’ avez promis
F ay mis la main au papier our efirire
D’ un different que je vouln tranforire.

Fe ne fcay pas quel fera vifire advis
Muis je feay bien qui mieux: aymer feaura,
Vius diviez, bien que plus y gaignera,

Goddefs have of ‘me compaffion,
And fhew what certain proof
1 may give, which fhall not {feem to him vain,
Of my love and fervent affetion.
He alas, is he not already in poffeffion
Of my body, of heart, that refufes no pain,
Nor difhonour in this life uncertain,
Offence of friends, nor worfe affliction,
For him T efteem all my friends lefs than nothing
And I will have good hope of my enemies.
1 have put in hazard for him both fame and' con-
{cience,
I will for his fake renounce the world,
1 'will die to fet him' forward.
What remaineth to give proof of my confcience?

In his hands and in his full power,

I put my fon, my honour, and my life,

My country, my fubjetts, my foul, all fubdued

To him, and has none other will

For my {cope, which without deceit,

I will follow in {pite of all envie

That may enfue : For I have no other defire,

But to make him perceive my faithfulnefs,

For ftorm or fair weather that may come,

Never will it change dwelling, or place.
14 Shortly

4
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Shortly I thall give of my truth {uch proof,

That he fhall know my conftancy without fition,
Not by my weeping, or feigned obedience,

As other have done: But by qther experience,

She for her honpur oweth you obedience :

I in obeying you may receive difhonour, ’

Not being ( to my difpleafure ) your wife as fhe,

And yet in this point fhe fhall have no prehemi-
nence. ! '

She ufeth conftancy for her own profit

For it is no little honour to be miftrefs of your
gopds,

And I for loving of you may receive blame,

And I will not be overcome by her in loyal qb-
fervange, Y

She has no apprehenfion of your evil,

1 fear of all appearing evil that I can haye no reft

&he had your scquaintance by the confent of her

_ friends, ]

T againft all their will have born you affection.

And not the lefs (my heart) you doubt of my
conftancy, . )

And of her faithfulnefs you have firm affurance.

By you ( my heart ) and by your alliance
" She hath reftored her houfe unto honour,
By you fhe is become to that greatnefs,
Qf whigh her friends had never affurance,
Of you ('my wealth) fhe got the acquaintance,
And hath cpnquer’d the fame time your heart,

By you fhe hath pleafure and good luck,

And by ypu hath reccived honour and reyerence,
And hath not loft but the enjoying

Of ong unpleafant fool, which fhe loved dearly,
Then I mpan her not to love ardently 3
Him that hath nong in wit, in manhood,
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1n beauty, in bounty, in tru'th, nor in conftancy,
Any {econd : I'live in the beligf.

When you loved her fhe ufed coldnefs,

1f you fuffer for her love paffion.

Thart cometh of too greataffeGion of life,

Her fadnefs fhews the dolour-of her heart,
Taking no pleafure of your vehement burning,
In her cloathing fhe fhews unfeignedly,

That fhe had no fear, that imperfeGtion

Could deface her out of that true heart.

T did not fee in her the fear of your death,
That was worthy of fuch a husband and Lord.
Shortly fhe hath of you all her wealth. )
And hath never weighed nor efteemed

On fo great hap, but fince it was not hers,
And now fhe faith that fhe loveth him fo well,

And now fhe beginneth to fee,

That fhe was of very evil judgment,

To efteem the love of fuch a lover,

And would fain deceive iny love,

By writings and painted learning,

Which not the lefs did not breeg in her brain,
But borrowed from fome feat author,

To feign one ftory and have none.

And for all that her painted words,

Her tears, her plaints full of diffimulation,
And her high cries and lamentations

Hath won that point, that you keep in ftore,
Her letters and writings, towhich you give truft,
Yea, and loveft and believeft her more then me.

You believe her (alas) I perceive it too well,
And calleft in doubt my firm conftancy

{ O mine only wealth, and mine only hope )
And I cannot aflure you of my truth. 3
Ifee
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1 fee that you efteem me light,

And be no way affured of me,

And doeft {ufpe& (my heart) with any appear-

ing caufle,

Difcrediting me wrongfully.

You do not know the love I bear to you.

You fufpe& that other love tranfporteth me.

You think my words be but wind :

You paint my very heart, as it were of wax ;
. You imagine me a woman without judgment.
. And all that increafeth my burning.

Mylove increafeth,and more and more will increafe

So long as I fhall live ; and I fhall hold for a great
felicity

"To have only part in that heart,

‘To which at length my. love fhall appear

So clearly, that he fhall never doubt.

For bim I will firive againft one world ;

For him I will renounce greatnefs ;

And fhall do fo much, that he thall know

‘T'hat I have no wealth, hap, nor contentation,

But to obey and ferve him truly.

For him I attend all good fortune:

For him I will conferve health and life:

For him I defireto enfue courage :

And he (hall ever find me unchangeable.

For him alfo I poured out many tears:
Firft when he made himfelf pofleflor of this body,
Of the which then he had not the heart.
After he did give me one other hard charge,
When he bled of his blood great quantity :
Through the great forrow of which, came to me
that dolour,

That almoft carried away my life, and the fear
To lofe the only ftrength that armed me. "

; or
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For him fince I have defpifed honour,

The thing only that bringeth felicity :

For him I haye hazarded greatnefs and confcience:
For him I have forfaken all kindred and friends,
And fet afide all other refpe&s.

Shortly, I feck the alliance of you only :

Of you, Ifay, the only upholder of my life,

I only feek to be aflured ; "

Yea, and dare prefume fo much of my felf,

To win you in {pite of all envy: “

For that is the only defire of your dear love,

To ferve and love you truly ;

And to efteem all this hap lefs than nothing,

And to follow your will with mine, ,

You fhall know with obedience ;

Not forgetting the knowledge of my loyal duty,

The which I fhall ftudy, to the end that I may
ever pleafe ‘you ;

Loving nothing but you ; in the fubje&ion

Of whom I will, without any fi&ion,

Live and die; and this I confent.

My heart, my blood, my foul, my care,

Alas! you had promifed that I fhould have that
pleafure, g

To devife with you at leifure,

All the night where I lie and languith here,

My heart being overfet with extreme fear,

Seeing abfent the fum of my defire.

Fear of forgetting fometime taketh me,

And other times I fear that loving heart

Be not hardened againft me

By fome faying of one wicked reporter :

Other times I fear fome adventure,

That by the way fhould turn back my love,

By fome troublefome and new accident.

O God ! turn back all unhappy augure. A -
or

)
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Not feeing you as you had promifed,

I put my hand to the paper to write,

Of one difference that I have will it copy.
T cannot tell what fhall be your judgment,
But I know well who can beft love,

You can tell who fhall win moft.

s
LAl Letter written by her from Glafeow to
'Botbwel proving her hate tosher Hus-
‘band, and fome fufpicions of pradtifing
his death: Which Letter was written
in French, and here enfueth, tranflated
word for word.

L [emble qu_avecques vofire abfence foir

Joymt I oubly, veu qu agjan‘zr vous me

pramg/fes de vos movelles. Et toutes fuys je
wen puis apprendre, &e.

T appears, that with your abfence there

is alfo joyned forgetfulnefs, feeing that

at your departing you promifed to make me
advertifement of your news from time to
time. The waiting upon them yefterday,
caufed me to be almoft in fuch joy as I will
be at your returning, which you have delay-
ed longer than your promifc was. Asto me,
howbeit I have no further news from you
according to my commiflion, I bring the
man with me to Cragmillar upon Monday,
where

»



Mary Queen of Scots. 124

where he will be all Wednefiay, and I will
go to Edinburgh, to draw blood of me, if
in the mean time I get no news to the con-
trary from you.* He is more gay than ever
you faw him; he puts me in remembrance
of all things that may mdke me believe he
loves me. Perhiaps you will fay, that he
makes love to me: Of the which I take {0
great pleafure, that I enter never where he'is,
but incontinent I take the ficknefs of my
fore fide, I am fo troubled with it. If
Pareis brings me that which I fend him for,
I truft it fhall amend me. 1 pray you adver-
tife me of your news at length, and what I
fhall do, in cafe you be not returned when
1 am come there; for in cafc you work
not wifely, I fee that the whole burden of
this will fall upon my fhoulders. Provide
for all things, and difcourfe upon it firft with
yourfelf. ~ T fend this by Befoun, who goes
to one day of law of the Lord of Balfours.
I will fay no further, faving I pray you to
fend me good news of your voyage. From
Glafiow this Saturday in the morning.

Another Letter to Borbwel, concerning
the hate of her Husband, and practice
of his murder. ~ '

EStant party du liew ou * avois laifJé mon

coeur i '_/g penls ayfement juger quelle
eftoir ma contenance, vew ce qui pewlt wn
corps.
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corps fans ceur, qui a efté canfe que jufyues
@ la difuée je way pas temwn grand propos,
awfi perfonne ne seft voulu advancer jugeant
bien quil.wy faifoit bon, &e.

Eing departed from the place where |
B left my heart, it is eafie to be judged
what was my countenance, feeing that I was
even as much as one body without a heart,
which was the occafion that while dinner
time I held purpofc to no body, nor yet
durft any prefent themfelves unto me, judg-
ing that it was not good fo to do. Four
miles ere I came to the town, one Gentle-
man of the Earl of Lenox came and made
his commendations unto me, and excufed
him that he came not to meet me, by rea-
fon that he durft not enterprize the fame,
becaufe of the rude words that I had fpo-
ken to Cunningham, and he defired that he
fhould come to the inquifition of the matter
that I fufpected him of. This laft {peaking
was of his own. head, without any commif-
fion. 1 anfwered to him, that there was no
receit could ferve againft fear, and that he
would not be afraid in.cafe.he were not
culpable, and thatI anfiered but rudcly to
the doubts that were in his letters :  So that
I made him hold his tongue; - the reft were
too long to write. Sic Fames Hamilton
met me, who fhewed that the other time,
when he heard of my  coming, he departed

away,
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away, and fent Houffon to thew him thathe
would never have believed thathe would have
purfucd him, sor yet accompanied him with
the Hamiltons. He anfwered that he was
only come but to fee nie, and that he would
neither accompany Stewart nor Hamilton but
by my commandment. He defired that he
would comeand fpeak with him, hc refufed
it. The Lord of Lufe, Houftonand Cawld-
wallis fon, with forty horfe or thereabout
came and ‘mict me. - The Lord of Lufe faid
that he was charged to one day of law; by
the King’s father, which fhould be this day,
againt hisown hand writing, whichhe has.
And yet notwithftanding, -knowing of my
coming it is delayed, he was inquired to come
to him, which he refufed, and fivearsthathe
will indure nothing of him. Never oneof
that town came to {peak 'to me, which caufes
me to think that they are his, and neverthe-
lefs he fpeaks good, at-the leaft his fon: '
fec no other Gentleman, but they.of my com-
pany. The King fent for Foachim yeftes-
night, and asked of him; why I lodged ‘not
befide him, and that he would rife the fooner
if ‘that were, and whercefore I come, if it was
for good appointment, and if you were
there in particular, and if 1 had made my
cftate, if Ihad taken Paress
and Gilbert to write to me, - 775 53’-’”?*‘“ sell
and that 1 would fend ' Fo- {Zﬁ iy o i
feph away. 1am abathed who ¢

: as

]
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has fhewn him fo far, yea he fpake even of
the marriage of Baffian. 1 inquired him of
his Letters, whereunto he tomplained of
the cruelty of fome, anfwered that he was
aftonifhed, and that he was fo glad to fee me,
that he believed to dic for gladnefs; he found
great fault that I was penfive, 1 departed to
fupper, this bearer will tell you of my arri-
ving, he prayed me to return, the which I
did, he declared unto me his ficknefs, and that
he would make no teftament but only lcave
all things to me, and that I was the caufe of
his malady, becaufe of the regret that he had
that I was {0 firange unto him.  And thus he
faid, you ask me What I mean by the cruelty
contained in my Letter, it is of you alone
that will not accept of my offers and repen-
tance. I confefs that I have failed, but not
into that which I ever denied, and fuch like
has fallen to fundry of your fubjeéts which
you have forgiven.. I-am young. Yom
will fay, that you have forgiven me often-
times, and yetthatI return to my faults. May
not any man of my age for lack of counfcl
fall twice or thrice, or in lack of his promife,
and at laft repent himfelf, and be chaftifed by
experience ? If T may pbtain pardon, 1 pro-
teft I {hall never make fault again. And I
crave no other thing but that we may be at
bed and board together as husband and wife,
and if you will not eonfent hereunto, 1 will
never rife out of this bed, I pray you tell me
your
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your refolution. God knows how I am pu-
nifhed for making my God of you, and for
having o other thought but on you, and f
at any time I offend you, you ate the caufc,
becaufe when any offends me, if for my re-
fnge 1. might complain unto you, .I would
fpcak it unto no other body; but when I hear
any thmg, not being familiar wish you, ne-
ceflity conftrains me to keep it in my breaft :
And that caufes me to try.my wit for very,an-
ger. 1 anfwered firaight unto him, but that
would be overlong to writeat length. Iasked
why he would pafs away in the Enghfh fhip,
he denies it, and fvears thereunto, but he
grants that he {pake with the men.. After this
I inquired of the inquifition of Hijghgate, he
denicd the fame while I thewed him the very
words was fpoken. At which time he faid,
that Minto had advertifed him that it was faid
that fome ;of the counfel had brought one
Letter to me to be fubferibed to put him in
prifon; and to flay him if he made refiftance.
And he asked the fame of Minto himfclf,
who anfwered, that he believed the fameto be
true.  Inthe motning I will fpeak to him up-
on thispoint. As to the reft, #zlliam High-
gates he confefled it,-but it was the morn-
ing after my coming erc hedid it. He would -
very fain that I fhould lodge in his lodging, I
refufed it, and faid to him, that he behoved
to be purged, and that could not be done
here; he faid to. me, Ihear fay you have
K brought
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brought one Letter with you, but I had ra-
ther have paffed with you. I think he be-
licved that he would have fent him away pri-
foner 5 I anfwered that I would take him with
me to Cragmillar, where the Phyfician and I
might help him, and not be far from my fon,
he anfwered, that he was ready when I plea-
fed, fo I would affure him of his requeft, he
defires no body to fee him, he is angry when
I fpeak of -/¥alcar, and fays, that he fhall
“pluck the cars from off his hcad, and that he
lics © For I inquired him upon that, and that
he was angry with fome of the Lotrds, and
would threaten théim, he denies that, and
fays, he loves them ‘ally” and prays me to give
truft to nothing againft him; as to me he
would rather give his life ere he did any dif-
pleafure to me.  And after thishe fhewed me
of fomany little flatterics, fo coldly, and fo
wifely, that you will be athamed thereat. I
had almoft forgot that he faid he could not
doubt of me in this purpofc of Highgates,
for he would. nevér believe that I, who was
his proper flefh; would do him any evil, as
well it was thewn that I refufed to-fubfcribe
the fame; but as to any others that would
purfuc-him at leaft he fhould fell his life dear
cnough, but he fufpected no body, nor yet
would not, but would love all that I loved,
he would not let: me depart from him, but de-
fired that I fhould wake with him, I make it
feem that I believe that all is true, and takes
- " SRR heed
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heed thereto, and exeufed my felf for this
night that T could not wake; he fays, he
{leeps not well, . you faw him net better, nor
fpeak more humble.. And if I had notra
proof of his heart: of wax, and that mine
were not of a Diamond, whereinto no fhog
can makec breach, but that-which comes foith
of your hand, I would have almoft had pity
of him. ! But fear not; the place fhall hold
unto the death. Remember in recompence
thereof that ye {uffer not yours to be won by
that falfe race that will travel 1o lefs with you
for the fame. 1 believe :they have been ag
{chool together, he has ever the tear in his
eye, he falutes every body, yea unto the leaft;
and miakes pitcous moan unto them to make
them have pity on him.” This day his facher
bled at the mouth and nofc,  ghefs what pte-’
fage that is. I have not yet feen him, he
keeps his chamber. * The King defites that{
{hould give him medt with mine owsn hands.
But give no more truft where you are then 1
fhall do hete. This is my firft journey; I
fhall fend the fame to morrow. I writeall
things, howbeit they be of little weight; to
the end that yc may take the beft of all to
judge upon. I am in doihg of a work here
that I hate gteatly. Have you not a defire to
laugh to, fee me lic fo well; at the leaft to
dificrblé fo, well, and to tell him riuth be=
twixt hands. He fhewed me alimoft all that
is in the namie of the Bifliop and Swiderland,

: ; K aiid
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and yet I have never touched one word of
that you thewed me, but only by force flat-
tering, and to pray him to aflure himfelf of
nme. And by complaining on the Bifhop 1
have drawn it all out of him." You have
heard the reft. 'We are coupled with two
falfe races, the Devil funder us, and God knit
us together for the moft faithful couple that
ever he united. “This' is my faith, I will die
init. Excufe it, I'write evil, youmay ghefs
the half of it, but I cannot mend it, becaufe
I am not well at eafe, ‘and very glad to write
unto you when the reft are afleep, fith I can-
not fleep ‘as they do, and as'T would defire,
that is, in your arms my dear love, whom I
pray God to preferve from all evil, and
fend you repofes Iam goingto feck mine
till the morning, when I fhall end my Bible s
but I am vexed that it ftops me to write news
of my felf unto you, becaufe it is fo long.
Advertife me what you have deliberated to do
inthe matter, you know upon this point, to
the end that we may underftand each other
well; that nothing thereof be fpile. . I am
weary, and going to fleep, and yet I ceafe
mot to fcrible all this paper in fo much as re-
mains thereof. Wearied ‘might this pocky
man be, that caufes me'to have fo much pain’s
for without him I fhould have a far plea-
fanter fubje to difcourfe upon. ' He is not
overmuch deformed, yet he has received very
wch,  He hasalmoft {lsin'me with his breath,
: it
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it is worfe than your Uncles, and yet I
come no nearer unto him but ina chair atthe
bed’s feet, and being at the other ‘end thercof.

THE meflage of the father in the Gate.

TwuEe purpofc of Sir Fames Hamilton.

OF thatthe L. of Lu/fe fhcwcd mec of the
delay.

O r the demands that fhe asked of }ao-
chim.

OF my cftate, of my company, of tI
occafion of my coming, and of Fofeph. | |

dtem, The purpofe that he and I had toge-
ther.

OF the defire he has to pleafc me, and of
his repentance. 4

O F the interpretation of his Letter:

O F William Hj ighgare’s matter of his de-
parting,

OF Monfieur de Levingfton.

I had almoft forgot that Monfieur de Le-
ving ftor faid in the LadyRerefé’s car at fuppers
that he would drink to the folk 1 wift of, if I
would pledge them. - And after fupper he faid
to me when I was leaning upon him warm-
ing me at the firc ; you have fair going to fee
fuch folk, yet you cannot be fo welcome un-
to them, as you left fome body this day in
fadnefs, that will never be merry while he
he fce you again. I asked of him, who that
was? With ‘that he thruft my body and faid,
that fome of his folks had fcen you in fafche-
ry, you may guecfs at the reft. I wrought this

K3 day
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day while it was two hours upon this bracelet,
for'to put the key of it within the lock
thereof, which is coupled underneath with
two cordwins. - I'have had fo little time that’
it is evil made; but Ifhall make one fairer
in the mean time. . Take heed that nonc that
is here fee it, for all the world will know it;
becaife for hafte’ it was made. in their pre-
fence. I am now pafling to my intended
purpofe. . You make me diffemble fo far that
I have horror thereat; and you caufe me to
do almoft the office.of a traitour. Remem-
ber how if it were not to obey you, I had ra-
1thér be dead ere 1did it 5- my heart ‘bleeds at
it. So that, he will not come with me ¢x-
cept upon condition:that I will promife to
‘himithat I fhall be.at bed and: board with
him as before, and that I fhall lcave hini not
after ; and doingthistpon my word he will
do all. things that I pleafe, and come!with
me; but he prayed me to remain’ with him
while another morning,: He fpake very: brave-
ly :at 'the beginning, ‘as this bearer will thew
-you, upon the purpofe of the: Englithmen,
and of his departing 5 -but in the end he re-
turned again  to his humility. . He' fhewed
amongft other purpofes that he kncw well e-
nough, that my ‘brother had fhewed me that
thing which he had fpoken in Seriveling 5 of
the which he denies the one half, and above
all, that cver he came in his chamber. - For
to make him truft me, it behoved me o fain

- in
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in fome things with him ;. therefore when he
requefted me to promifc unto him, that when
he was whole we fhould have both onc bed, I
f2id to him, fainingly and making me belicye -
his promifes, that if he chqngcd not purpofes
betwixt this and that time, I would be con-
tent. therewith ; but.in the mean time I bad
him take hccd that he let no body know
thereof 5 becaufe to {pcak amongft our felves
the Lords could not be oﬁ'cndcd nor will
evil therefore.  But they would fear in refpeét
of the boafting he made of them, that if ever
we agreed together, he fhould. make . them .
know the little account they took. of him ;
and that he counfelled me not to, putch_afc
fome of them by him, thcy for. this. caufe
would be in jealoufic, if attains without their
knowledge, I fhould break the play fet.up in
the contrary in their prefence. He faid very,
joyfully 5 -and think you they will efteem you
the morc for that? but I am very glad that
you fpeak to me of the Lords, for L belicve
at this time you defirc that we fhould live
together in quictnefs; for if it were other-
ways, greater inconveniency might come ta
us both then we are aware of 5 but now I will
do what ever you will.do, and will love all
that you lovc, -and defires you to make them
love in like manner; for fince they f{eck not
my life, Idove thcm all equally. ‘Upon this
point the’ bearer will fhew you many. {mall
thtings. . Becaufe I have over much 10 Writc,
' K% and
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and itis late, I give truft udto him upon your
word. Sothat he will go upon my word tay
all placcs Alas, I never decejved any body's
but I remit me altogether to your will.  Send
me advertifement what I fhall do, and what-
foever thing fhall come thereof 1 fhall obey
you. Advife to with your fIf if you can
find out any more fecret invention by mée-
dicine : For he fhpuld take wiedicine aind the
Bath a Cragmillar. He mdy not come forth
of the houfcthis fong time.  So that by all
that Iéan lcam, ‘he is in great fufpition; and
yetnotwithftandinghe gives creditto my word 3
but yet not fo faras that he will fhew any thing
to me. But ncvcrthelcfs I fhall draw it out
of him, if you will that I avow all unto hirit.
But I will never rejoyce to defame any body
that trufts in mes- yet norwithftanding you
may comimand me in all things. Have no ¢-
vil opinion of me for that caufg, by reafon
you are the occafion of ityour felf, becaufe for
mmc own pamcular revenge I would not da.
itto him. ' He gives m¢ fome checks of that
which ! feared, yea even in the quick, he fays
thus far, that his faults were publifht, but
iherc is that commits faults that belicve they
will never be fpoken of, and yet they will
fpeak of great and fmall.  As towards the
Lady Rirefe he faid, 1 pray God that fhe may
Aferve you for your honour.  And faid, it is
thotrgh; and h¢ believes it to be true, that I
iy et the pavez of py G1F gver my el
an
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and that becaufe of the refufe 1T made of
his offers. So that, for certainty he fu-
fpe@ts of the thing you know, and of his’
life. ~ But as to the laft, how foon that I fpake
two or three good words untohim, he rejoices,
and is out of doubt. I faw him' not this even—
ing to'end your bracelet, to the which I can
get no locks, itis ready for them, and yet ¥
fear it will bring fome evil, and may be feent
if you chance to be hurt.  Advertife me if
you will have it, and if you will have more
filver, and when 1 fhall return, and how far
I may fpeak. He inrages when he hears of
Lethington, or of you, or of my brother, of
your brother he fpeaks nothing, he fpeaks of
the Earl of Argyle. - 1am in fear when T hear
him fpeak 5 for he aflires himfelf thathe has
not one evil opinion of him. = He fpeaks no-
thing of them that is ought neither good or
evil, but flics that point. His father keeps his
chamber, I have not feen him.  All the Haz-
miltons are here, that accompanics me very
honourably. All the friends of the other con-
veys me when I go to fee him. He defires
me to come, and fee him rife the morn be-
time. For to make thort, this bearer will tell
youthereft. And if Ilearn any thing here,
T will make you a mémorial at cven. He will
tell you the occafion of my remaining. Burn
this Letter, for it is over dangerous, and no-
thing well faid in it ; for I am thinking up-
on nothing but fraud.  If you be in Edin-
: burgh
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burgh at the receit of it, fend me word foon.
Be not offended, for I give not over great
credit. Now fecing to obey you my dear
Love, I fpare ncither honour, confcience,
ot hazard, nor greatnefs whatfo-
Huntley. ever, take it I pray in good
parts and not after the inter-
prctatlon of your falfe good brother ; to
whom I pray you give no credit, againft the
moft faithful lover that ever you had, or ever
’ fhall have. See not her whofe
Bodwels own it tears fhould not be fo much
wife.
praifed nor efteemed, as the;
true and fasthful travels , which I fuftain
ﬁr to merit ber place, For obtaining of the
which againft my nature, I betray them that
may zmpmfb me. God forgive mc, and God
give you, my only love, the hap and profpe-
rity, which your humble and faithful love de-
fires of you, who hopes to be thortly another
thing to you for the reward of my irkfome
trav cls It is late, Idefire never to ceafe from
writing unto you, yet now. after the klﬂmrr
of your hands, I will end my Letter. Ex.
cufe my evil writing, and read it twicc over.
Excufe that thing that is fcribled, for 1 had
no paper )cﬁcrday when I writ that of the
memorial. Remember your love, and write
unto her, and, that very oft. Lowc me as I
fhall do you. = Remember you of the pur-
pofc of the Lady Reref?, of the Englithmen,
of his Mother, of the Earl of Arg)'/e, of
the
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the Earl Borhwel, of the lodging: in Edin-
burgh.

Another Letter to Bothwel, concerning
certain tokens that fhe fent him,

Onfienr fi L' envy de.voftre abfence, ce-

luy de voftre oubly, Ja crainte du dan-

ger, tant prove & un chacun & voftre tant
amée perfonne, &e. :

‘A ¥ Lord if the difpleafure of your ab-
fence, of your forgetfulnefs, the fear

of danger fo promifed by every one to your
fo loved perfon, may give me confolation, I
Yeave it to you to judge, feeing the mifhap that
my cruel lot and continual mifadventure, has
hitherto promifed me following the misfor-
tunes and fears as well of late as of a long time
‘by-paft, the whichyou do know. But forall
that T will in no wife accufe you, neither of
your little remembrance, neither of your lit-
tle care, and leaft of all your promife broken,
or of the coldnefs of your writing, fince I
am clfe fo far made yours, that that which
pleafes you is acceptable to me, and my
thoughts are fo willingly fubdued unto yours,
that I fuppofe that all that cometh of you,
proceeds not of any of the caufes aforefaid,
but rather for fuch as be juft and reafonable,
and fuch as I defirc my {clf.  Which is the fi-
nal
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fual order that you promifed to take, for the
furety and honourable fervice of the only fup-
porter of my life. For which alone I will
preferve the fame, and without the which I
defire not but fuddain death.  And to tefti-
fie unto you how lowly I fubmit me under
your commandments. 1 haye fent you in fign
of homage by Paress the ornament of the
ok head, which is the chief guide of
A Bead, the ‘other members.  Inferring
thereby, that by the feifing of you
in the pofieflion of the fpoil of that which
is principal, the remnant cannot be but fub-
je&t unto you, and with confenting of the
heart. In place whereof fince I have elfe left it
unto you, I fend unto you one fepulture of
hard ftone coloured -with black, fawin with
tears and bones.  The flone I compare to my
heart, that as it is carved in one fure fepulture
or harbour of your commandments, and a-
bove all of your name and memory, that
are therein inclofed, as is my beart
The Queen  in this ring never to come forth,
beir. while death grant unto you to one
trophie of  victory of my bones, as
the ring is filled, in fign you have made ong
full conqueft of me, of minc heart, and un-
to that my bones are left unto you, in re-
membrance of your vitory, and my accept-
able love and willingnefs, for to be better be-
ftowed than Tmerit. Theameling that is a- -
bout is black, which fignifies the ftedfaftnefs of
her
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her that {endeth the fame. . The tears .are
without number, {0 are the fears to dxfplcafc
you, the tears for your abfence, the difdain
that I cannot be in outward effect yours, as L
am without faintnefs of heart and fpirit, and
of good reafon, though my merits were. much
greater than that of the moft profit that ever
was, and fuch as I defire to be, and fhall take
pains in conditions to imitate, for to be be-
ftowed worthily under your regiment, My
only wealth receive therefore in as good part
the fame, as T have received your marriage
with extreme joy, that which fhall not part
forth of my bofome while that marriage of
our bodies be made in publick, as fign of alt
that 1 cither hope or defire -of blifs in this
world.  Yet my heart, fearing to difpleafe
you, as much in the rcadinghereof, as it .de-
lights me'in the writing, I-willmakean end,
after that Ihave kiffed your hand, with as great
affeétion as I pray God '( O the only fupporter
of mylife) togive you:long and blefled life,
and to meyour good favour, as the-only good
that I defire, ‘and to the which I pretend. I
have fhewn unto this bearer that which I have
learned, to'whom Iremit me, knowing the
credit. that you give him, as fhe doth, that
will be for ever unto jyon an. humble and
obedient lawful wifc, ‘that-for ever dedicates
unto ‘you her heart, ‘her body, without any
change as unto him that -I-have made poffcfior
of my heart, - of which youw may old you

affured,
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-affured; that unto the death fhall no ways be

changed, for evil nor good fhall never make
me go from it.”

‘Another Letter to Borbwel of her love to
him.

W A2 veille plus tard la haut que je #’ enffe
], fait, fice w-euft efte pour tirer ce que
ce porteur vous dira, que je tremve 1/
plus belle commodité pour excufer voftre af-
faire quice pourroit prefenter, &,

Have waked later there up then I would
have done, if it had not been to draw
fomething out of him, which this bearcr will
fhew you, which is the faircft commodity,
that can be offered to excufe your affairs. I
have promifed to bring him to him in the
morn. Put order to it if you find it good.
Now Sir, I have broken my promife, be-
caufe you commanded me nether to write
nor fend unto you; yet I have not done this
to offend you. And if you knew the fear
that T have prefently, you would not. have fo
many. contrary fufpitions in your thouglit,
which notwithftanding I treat and cherifh as
“ proceeding from the thing in the werld that I |
“moft defire and feek fafteft to -have, which is
your good grace. Of the whichmy bdmiﬁfé

£
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fhall affure me; asto me I fhall never defpair
. of it. And prays you according to your pro-
mife to difcharge your heart unto me ; other-
wife I will think that my ‘evil and thc good
handling of her that has not a third part of
the faithful nor willing ‘obedience unto you
that T bear, has won againft my will that ad-
vantage over me, which the fecond love of
}afon won. - Not that I will compare you to
‘onc {0 unhappy as he was, nor yet my felf
to onc {o unpitiful a woman as the.” How-
beit you caufe meto be fomewhat'like un-
to her in any thing that touches you, orthat
may preferve and kcep you unto her, to whom
only you appertain: If itbe {0 that I may ap-
propriate that which is won through faith-
ful, yeaonly loving of you, as Ido and fhall
do all the days of my life, for pain or evil
that can come thercof.  In recompence of
the which, and of all the evils which yon
have been caufe of to me, remember you up-
on the place here befide. 1 crave with that
you keep promife to me inthe morn, butthat
we may meet together, and that you give no
faith to fufpicions without the certainty of
them. AndI crave no other thing of God,
but that you may know that thing that isin my
heart, which is yours, and that he may pre-
ferve you from all evil, at leaft fo long as'1
have life, which I reputc not precious unto
me, except i o farasitand I both arc agree-
able unto you, 1 am going to bed, and will

bid
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bid you good night. Advertife me timely
in the morning how you have fared, for I
will be in pain until I get word. Make
good watch ; if the bird get out of the cage,
or without her mate, as the Zwurzle, 1 fhall
remain alone to lament your abfence, how
fhort that foever it be. This letter will do;
with a good heart, that thing which I can-
not do myfelf, if it be not that I have fear
that you arc in fleeping. I durft not write
this before Fofeph, Baftian, and Foachim,
that did but depart even when 1 began to
Write.

Another Letter to Bothwel concerning the
departure of Margaret Carwood, who
was privy, and a helper of all their
Yove.

ON ceur helas! Jﬂzﬂt i que la follie

dune femme, dont vous cognoiffezs

affez Pingratitude vers moy, foit caufe de
vous donmer deplasfir, &c.

MY heart, alas, mufixthe folly of ja

woman, whofe unthankfulnefs to-

ward me you do f{ufficiently know, be oc-
cafion of difpleafure unto you? confidering
that I could not have remedied thereunto
without knowing it ? And fince that I -per-
ccive it, Lcould not tell it you, for that I
knew
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knew not how to govern my felf thereim.
For neither in that, nor in any other thingy
will I take pon me to do any thing with-
out knowledge of your will : Which I be-
feech you let me underftand ; for.l will fol-
low it all my life, more willingly than you
fhall declare it to me.. And if do not fend
me word this night what you will that I
fhall do, I will rid my felf of it, dandhazard
to caufe it to be enterprized and taken in
hand; which might be hustful unto that -
whereunto both we do tend. And when
the fhall be married, I befeech you give me
one, or clfe I will take fuch as fhall con-
tent you, for their conditions; but as for their
tongues or faithfulnefs toward you, I will
not anfwer. I befeech you, thatan opinion
of another perfon be not hurtful in your
mind to my conftancy. Miftruft me, but
then I will put you out .of doubt and clear
my f{elf. Refufe it not, nmiy dear life, and
fuffer me to make you fome proof by my
obedience, my faithfulnefs, conftancy, and
voluntary fubjeGtion, which I take for the
pleafanteft good that I might receive, if you
will accept it, and make ne ceremony at it;
for you could do me no greater outrage,
nor give more mortal grief,

08D :
L Another
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Another Letter fent from Sterling to Both-
wel concerning the pradice for her ra-
vifhment.

Onfienr helas, pourquoy eft voftre fiance

mife en perfonm Ji indigne,” pour

joztpcanmr ce quz eft entierement voffre.
Fenrage, vous maviez promife, &c.

LAs, my Lord, why is your truft put

in a perfon {o unworthy, to miftruft

that which is wholly yours? I am mad.” You
had promifed me that you would refolve all,
and that you would {end me word every
day what I fhould do, you have done nothing
thereof. T advertifed you well to take heed
of yout falfe Brother-in-law’; he came to
me, and without fhewing me any thing from
you, told me that you had willed him’ to
write'to you that that 1 fhould fay,” and
wlrere and when you fhould come to me,
and that that yon fhould do touching him,
and thercupon hath preachied unto me that
it was a foolifh enterprize, and that’ with
mine honour I could never marry you, fee-
ing that being married, you did carry me
away and that his folks would not fuffer
.it, and that the -Losds would unfay them-
felves, and would deny that they had faid.
To be fhort, he is all contrary. 1 told him,
i = that
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that fecing I was come {o far, if you not
withdraw yourfelf of yourfelf, that no per-
fwafion; nor death itfelf, fhould make me
fail of my promife. As touching the place,
you are too negligent (pardon me) to remit
yourfelf thereof unto me. Chufe it your~
felf, and fend me word of it. And in
the mean time I am fick, I will differ, as
touching the matter it is too late. It was
not long of me that you have not thought
thercupon in time. And if you had not
more changed your mind fince mine abfence
than I have, you fhould not be now to ask
fuch refolving. Well, there wanteth no-
thing of my part ; and feeing that your ne-
gligence doth put us both in the danger of
a falfe brother, if it fucceed not well, I will
never tife again. I fend this bearer unto
you, for I dare not truft your brother with
thefe letters, nor with the bufines. He fhall
tell you in what ftate I am, and judge you
what amendment thefe new ceremonies
have brought unto me. I wouldI were dead,
for I fee all goeth ill. You promifed other
manner of matter of your forefeecing, but
abfence hath power over you,

who have two firings to your wrber Wife.
bow. Difpatch the anfwer, that ;

I fail not, and put no truft in your brother
for this enterprize, for he hath told it, and
is alfo quite againft it.  God give you good
night.

L2 °  Anothe
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Another Letter to Bothwel, for the prac-
 tice and device to excufe the ravifhing.

U liew & de thewre je men rap porte

4 voftre frere & a4 vous, fe le fusuray
& ne fauldray en rien de ma part. 1ltronve
. beaucoup de diffienltez, &c.

F the place and the time, I'remit my

felf to your brother and to you. I

will follow him, and will fail in nothing of
my part. He findeth many difficulties:
think he doth advertife you thercof; and
what he doth advertife you for the handling
of himfelf. As for the handling of my felf,
I heard it once well devifed. Methinks that
your fervices, and the long amity, having
the good will of the Lords, doawell deferve
a pardon, if above the duty of a fubjeét you
advance yourfelf, not to conftrain me, but
to affure yourfelf of fuch place nigh unto
me; that other admonitions or foreign per-
fwafions may not let me from confenting
to that that you hope your fervice thall: make
.ycu one day to attain: and to be fhort, to
make yourfelf fire of the Lords, and free to
marry  and that you are conftrainéd for your
furety, and to be able to ferve me faithfully,
10 ufe an humble requeft, joyned to an im-
portune action, And to be fhort, excufe
£ " yourfelf,
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yourfelf, and perfwade them the moft .you
can, that you are conftrained to make pur-
fuit againft your ecnemics. You -fhall fay
enough , if the matter or ground do like
you, and many fair words to Ledinton. If
you like not the deed, fend me word, and
leave not the blame of all unto me.

Another Letter to Bothwel of the pradtice
for her ravifhment, and to advife him
to be ftrange to do it.

Onfienr depuis ma lettre eftrit voftre

beau frere qui fufl, en venw a mwoy

Jort zrifte, & m' & demandé mon counfeil de
ce quil feroit apres demain, &c.

Y Lord, fince my letter written, your
Brother-in-law that was, came to me

very fad,and both asked me my councel, what
he thould do after to-morrow, becaufe there
be many folks here, and among others the
Earl of Southerland, who would rather die,
confidering the good they have fo lately re-
ceived of me, than fuffer me to be carried
away, they condufing me; and that he
feared there fhould fome trouble happen of
it : of the other fide, that it fhould be faid
that he were unthankful te have betrayed
me. I told him, that he thould have refol-
ved with you upon all that; and that he
1) ‘ﬂ‘lould
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thould avoid, if he could, thofe that were
moft miftrufted. He hath refolved to write
thereof to you of my opinion ; for he hath
abathed me to fee him fo unrefolved at the
need. I affure myfelf, he will play the part
of an honeft man. But 1 have thought good
to advertife you of the fear he hath, that he
fhould be charged and accufed of treafon, to
- the end that without miftrufling him, you
may be the more circumfpet, and that you
may have the more power.” For we had
yefterday more than three hundred horfe of
his, and of Lenifton. For the honour of
God be accompanied rather with more than
lefs; for that is the principal of my care.
I go to write my difpatch, and pray God to
fend us an happy interview fhortly. I write
in hafte, to the end you may be advifed in
time. ’

Of the Bills of Proclamation and Combat
Jét up by Bothwel, and the Anfwers.

IMMEDIA'TELY after the death of the
King, who was murthered, and his
houfe blown up with gun-powder, the oth
day of February in the night, 1567. Pro-
clamation was made, That whofoever could
bewray the cruel murtherers of the King
fhould have two thoufand pounds. Unto the
which proclamation, reply was made, and
fet up privily upon the Toleboth door of

; ‘E'dl.ﬂ:
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Edinburgh, the x6th of February, in this

manncr :

ECAUSE proclamation is madc, that
whofoever will reveal the murtherers
of the King fhall have two thoufand pounds,
1, who have made inquifition by them that
were the doers thercof, affirm that the com-
mitters of it were the Earl
Bothwel, Maﬁc{g Fames Igzzl- ifatbfffp free =
oure, the Parfon of Flisk ¥, o
J]:/I'r David Chambers, Black gﬂ‘,’j“ -
Mr. Fobn Spence, who was 5
pnncipal devifer of the murther, and the
Queen affenting thereto, throuah the per-
"{wafion of the Earl Boz‘/ﬂwl and the witch-
craft of the Lady Buck/ougb

Uvron this, new proclamation was made
the fame day, defiring the fctrer up of the
faid bill to come and -avow and fubfcribe
the fame, and he thould have the fum pro-.
mifed in .the firft proclamation, and further,
according -to his ability, and fight of the
Qucen and her .council.

THE anfwer thercunto was fet up in thc.
place aforefaid, the morrow after, being the
19th of the fame month.

ORSOMUCH as proclamation hath been
made fince the fetting up of my firft
letter, defiring me to fubqubc and avow the

By {fame;
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fame ; for anfwer, I defité the money to be
configned into an evenly man’s hand, and I
1 fhall appear on Sunday next, with fome four
with me, and fubfcribé my firft letter, and
abide thereat. ,And further, 1 defirc that
Senior Frameis Baftian, and Fofeph the
Queen’s Gold{mith, be ﬁay d, and I fhall de-
clare what every man did in particular, with
their complices.

T o which bill no anfwer was madé,

THE 13th day of Aprs/ the Earl Bothwel
coming to the feflions at' Edinburgh, with
an enﬁnn difplayed, and the ftreees full of
armed men of his fa&tion, was arraigned for
murther of the King, and acquit of thé fame
by a perjured jury ;- Whereupon he fét'up a
challenge to fight hand to hand with any man
(being no pcrfon defamed) that would avow
the matter.

HEREUN TO anfwér was made by ano-
ther bill fet up in the fame place ahon after.

' HAT forafmuch asthe faid Eatl Borh-
wel had fet up a writing {ubfcribed

with hIS own hand, whereby he did challcngc
any man (not defamed) that would or durft
fay he was guilty of the King’s death, and
therewithal did give the lig in his throat to
him that would av ouch the quarrel 5 a Gen-
tleman, and a man of good fame, did by
thof prefents accept thc offer and offers,
and
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and would prove by the laws of arms that
he was the chief author of . that foul and,
horrible murther, albeit an- inqueft for fear
of death had flightly quit him.

A N p becaufe the King of France and the
Queen of England had, by their Embaffa-
dors, defired that trial and punifhment might
be had for the fame, he moft heartily there-
fore craved of their Majefties, that they
would defirc of the Queen his Sovercign,
that by her confent they might appoint the
day and place within their dominions-for
the trial thereof, according to the law of
arms, in their prefences, or in their depu-
ties: Which day and place he promifed by
the faith of a Gentleman to appear at, and
to his devoir, provided .always that their
Majefties by  open proclamation fhall give
affurance to him and to his company,. t6
pafs and repafs through their countries,
without hurt or 1mpcd1mcnt What juft
caufe he had to defire the King of France
and.the Queen of England to be judges in
the cafe, he remitted to the judgment of the
readers and the hearers, warning by thofe
prefents the reft of the murtherers to prepare
themfelves, for they fhould have the like
offer made unto them, and their names
given in writing, that they might be known
pnto all men. 3

The
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Tbe Confeffions of John Ha-
broun, young I'alla,Dagleifh
and Pourie, npon wbom was
guftice ‘executed the 3d of
January, the year of God

1567.

OHN BowronN confeflfed, that nine

was at the deed doing, my Lord Borh-
wel, the Lotd of Ormnifton, Hob Ormiften,
himfelf, Talla, Daglifh, Vilfon, Pourie, and
French Tﬂi'l/!, and that he faw no more, nor
knew of no other companics.

Item, HE knows no other but that, that
he was blown in the air, for he was handled
with no mens hands as he faw; and if it
was, it was with others, and not with thenn.

“Item, A's rouching Sit Fames Balfeur,
he faw not his fubfcrlpnon but I warrant
you he was the principal counfcllox and de-
vifer. 4

Item, HE
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Item, HE faid, 1 confe¥ that it is the:
very providence of God that has brought me,
to his judgment, for.I am-led to it as an
horfe to the ftall; for I had fhips PlOVldCd
to fly, but could not efcape. g

Item, He faid, let no man do CV,ll for
counfel of great men, or their maﬁers,"thmk-
ing they {hall fave them s for furely I thought
that night that the deed -was done, that al-
though knowledge fhould be got, no man
durft have faid it was evil done, feeing the
hand ‘writ, and acknowledging the Queen’s
mind thereto.

Itern, SPEAKING of the Queen in the
Tolebooth, he faid, God make all well ;
but the longer the dirt is hidden, it is the
ftronger.  Who lives, .our deaths will ‘be
thought no news.

Item, In the conclufion he confefled, he’
was one of the principal doers of the death,
and therefore was juftly worthy of death; but
he was afflured of the mercy of God, who
called him to repentance.

Item, I ‘aLLA confefled, ¢ fipra, agrecing

in all points as concerning the

perfons, number, and blowing up into the air.
Item, HE affirmed, that in Sezon my Lord
Bothwel called on him, and faid, ._What'
thought you when youfaw him blown in the
air? Who anfwered, Alas, my Lord, why
fpeak you that? for whenever I hear fuch a

thing,
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thing, the words wound me to death, as they
ought to do you.’

Item, TuaT fame time he faw Sir Fames
Balfour put in his own name and his bro-
ther’s unto my Lord Bothwel's remiffion.

Item, He knew of the deed doing three
or four days ere it was done, or thereabout.

Item, HE faid, After that I came to the
Court I left the reading of God’s word, and
embraced vanity, and therefore has God juftly
brought this on me.

WaErREFORE let all men fhun evil
company, and to truft not in men, for ready
are we to embrace cvil, as ready as tinder
to reccive fire. And further; in the Tole-
booth he tequired Fohn Brand, Minifter of
the Congregation, to pafs to my Lovd Lsud-
J&, -and fay, ‘My Lord, heartily 1 forgive
your Lordfhip, and alfo my Lord Regent,
and all others, but fpecially them that be-
trayed me to you ; forI know if you could
have faved me you would, defiring as ye will
anfwer before God at the latret day to do
your diligence to bring the reft who were
the bcgmncrs of this work to juftice, as
ye have done to me; for yc know it
was not begun in my head; but yet he
praifes God that "his- juftice has begun at
me, by the which he has called me to re-
pentance,

DAGLEISH
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Item, AGLEISH faid, AsGod fhall be

my judge, l knew nothing of the
King’s death before it was done ; for my Lord
Botbwel going to his bed, after the taking
off of his hofe, which - was ftocked with
velvet, French Paris came and fpake with
him, and after that he tarried on me for
other hofe and cloaths, and his riding cloak
and fword, which I gave him, and after that
came up to the gate to the Lord Ormifton’s
lodging, and tarried for him, and thereafter
that he pafled to a place befide the Black
Friers, and came to the Slope of the Dyke,
where he bid me ftand ftill; and as Geod
fhall be my judge, I knew nothing while I
heard the blaft of powder; and after this
he came home, lay down in his bed, while -
Mr. George Hacket came and knocked at the
door; and if I die for this, the which God
judge me if I knew more, what fhall be done
to the devifers, counfclloss, . {fubfcribers, and
fotifiers of it?

Now



Now judge, Englithmen, if it be good to
change Queens.
O uniting confounding !

When rude Scotland bas vomited up a
poyfin, muft fine England Jick it up for a
reftorative 2

O wile indignity !

While your Queen's enemy liveth, her
danger continueth. Defperate neceflity will
dare the utmoft.

O cruel mercy !

O ambition ! 7ﬁm’ with profperity, [trength-
ned with indulgence, irritated with adver-
Sity, not to be negleited, trufted, mor par-
doned. ’
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THE

TRANSLATOR

TO THE

CADER:

e

Candid Reader,

Have prefumed to trouble
your attentign with the ce-
remony of a Preface 5 the
end and defign of which is
not to ufher in my Tranfla-

* tion to the world with cu-
tious cmbellithments of Oratory (that fer-
ving only to gratify, ot inchant a luxuriant
fancy) but alleunarly to apologize for it, in
tL3




. Tranflator to the Reader. .

cife a Zoilus, or a Momus, hall happen to
petufe the fame. Briefly, then I reduce all that
cither of thefe will (as I humbly perceive) ob-
jeét againt this my work, to thefe twa gene-
vals, prevarication and ignorance. ¥irft, they
will call me a prevaricator, or prevaricating
interpreter, and that ypon two accounts. 1.
Becaufc Ihave (fay they) fophifticated the ge-
nuinc fenfe and meaning of the learned au-
thot, by interpreting and fo:ihnv in fpun-
ous words of mine own. » 2. That I have
quite alienated the litteraLfcnf'c i other places
by a too paraphraftical expofition. To the
firft I anfiwer, that “none are ignorant, ,that
, th(; ariginal of tlus piccg is, a lofty laconick
ftile of latin : Now I once having undertaken
proviciam interpretis, behoved to render my
interpretation fomewhat plain, . and obyjous
which I could never do in fome placcs, with-
out adding: fome words (claritatis gratia)
but always I fought out the {cope (as far as my
{hallow. capacity could reach) and fhited them
thereunto,, Wherein I am hopefull that no
ingenious impartial Reader, not prepoflefied
with prejudice againft the matter contained
ip the original, and confequently againft the
tranflation thereof, will find much matter of
guasrel upon that account, if he will but take
‘ ; an
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Tranflator to the Reader,

sn overly view of the original, and fo com-
pare the Tranflation therewith. For 1 have
been very fparing in adding ought of my
own. To the fecond branch of the firft
challenge I anfwer briefly 5 there are nonc
who have the lcaft fmattering of common
fenfe, but know well enough,  that it s
morally impoffitle for an Interpreterito make
good language of any Latin picce, if he
thall always wverbum wverbo redere s 1 mean,
if he adhere fo clofe to the very rigour of
origipal, as-to think it illicite -to ufc any
paraphrafe, although the fucein@nefs and
fummary comprehenfivene(s of the original
ftile even cry aloud for it, .as it were 5 but
to filence in a word thefe critical fharlers,
where ever I have ufed any paraphrafe, 1
likewife have fer down: the expofition ‘zd
verbum (to the beft of my knowlcdrrc) as
near as I could.

- THE fecond challenge is of zgnorance, and
that becaufe I have pafled by fome Latin
verfes of Semeca, which are at the end of
this “Dialogue, containing the Stoicks de-
feription of a * King, without rranflating

* In this Fdition tig tranflated into Exglifb Verle by a
modern Hand.

them



Tranflator to the Reader.

them into Englifh. Now, true it’is T have
done fo, not becaufe I knew not how to
interpret them (for T hope, candid Readers
at leaft will not fojudge of me) but becaufe
1 thought it not requifite to meddle with
them, unlefs I could have put as fpecious a
luftre upon them, as my pen would have pul-
led off them (for otherwife I would have
greatly injured them) which could never be
done without a fulblime vein of Pocfy, where-
in I ingenuoufly profefs ignorance: fo that if
the laft challenge be thus underftood, #ran-
Jéat, becaufe
Nec fonte labra prolu; Cabalino,

Nee in bicipiti fommiafle ‘Parnaffo,
Memini ut repente fic Poeta prodirem.
And hence it is, that all the Latin verfes,
which occur in this Dialogue, arc by me
tranflated into profe, as the reft : But I fear
1 have wearied your patiencé too long already;,
and therefore I will go no further; I wifhyou

fatisfattion in the Book, and fo

Vive & Fale.
6P,
o

GEORGE



GEORGE BUCHANAN,

King TAMES

Sixth of that name, King of
Scots, wifbeth all health

and happiuefs.

S L {28 mongft us affairs were very turbu-
S50 - Jent, a Dialogue of the right of
the Scots Kings, wherein I endeavoured o

explain from the very beginning (if I may

—



Epiftle Dedicatory
fo fay) what right, or what authority
both Kings and People have one with ano-
ther. Which book, when for that time it
[feemed fomewhat profitable, as [hutting the
months of fome, who more by importunat cla-
mours at that time, than what was right, in-
veighed againft the courfe of affairs, requi.
ring they might be levelled according to the
rule of right reafons but matters being fome-
what more peaceable, I alfo having laid down
my arms, very Willingly devoted my [elf to
publick concord.  Now having lately fallen
upon thar difputation, which I found amongt
my papers, and perceiving therein many
things which might be nec¢ffary for your age,
(efpecially you being placed in that part of
humnan. affairs), 1 thought goed ro-publifly it,
that it might be a flanding witnefs of mine
affection towards you,” and admonifl you of
your duty towards your Subjects. Now many
things perfwaded me that this my endeavonr
Should not be in vain s efpecially your age
not yet corrupted by prave opinions, and in-
clination far atove your years for under-
n-lzing all heroical and noble attempts, /)on- _
tancoufly making haft thereunto, and not on-
by your. promptaude in obcying your Inffra~
clors and Governaurs, but all fuch as give
. yok

\



to the Kinxg.

you found admonition, and your judgment and
diligence in examining affairs, [o that no
mans authority can have much weight with
Jon, unlefs it be confirmed by probable rea-
Jon. I do perceive alfo, that you by a cer~
tain natural inflinét do fo much abbor flat-
tery, which is the nurfe of .‘Z}'mmzj, and a
moft grievous plague of a Kingdom, fo as
Jou do hate the Court folecifines and barba-
rifimes no lefs, than thofe that feem to cen-
Sure allelegancy,do love and affelt fuch things,
and every where in diftour(é [pread abroad,
as the fauce thereof, thefe titles of Maje-
Sy, Highnefs, and many other unfavery
compellations. Now albeit your good natu-
ral difpofition, and found inftruétions, where-
in you have been principled, may at prefent
draw you away from falling into this error,
et I am forced to be (ome what jealous of
you, left bad company, the fawning fofter
mother of all wices, draw a-fide your [oft
and tender mind into the worft part ; efpe-
cially feeing I am not ignorant, how eafi-
Iy our other fenfes yeild to feduition. This
book thercfore I have fent unto you to be
‘not only your monitor, but alfo an impori:t
wat and bold exaltor, which in this ‘120
* tender and flexible years may candu)P,_ 7
M2 the
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the progrefs of his ftudies. For if I, being
but of an ordinary fpirit, and almoft of na
fortune, in an illiterate age, have fo wrefiled
with the iniquity of the times, asthat I feem
to have done fomewhat : then certainly they
who are born in a more happy age, and who
have maturity of years, wealth and pregnan-
cy of fpirit, ought notto be deterred by pains
from noble defigns, nor can fiich defpair be-
ing aflifted by fo many helps. They fhould
therefore go on with vigour to illuftrate learn-
ing, and to commend themfelves and thofe of
their nation to the memory, of after ages,
and pofterity, yea if they would but beftir
themfelves herein fomewhata&ively, it might
comc to pafs, that they would eradicate out of
men’s minds that opinion, that men in the
cold regions of the world, are at as great di-
ftance from learning, humanity, and all en-
dowments of the mind, as they are diftant
from the fun. For as nature hath granted to’
the Affricans, Egyptians, and many other
nations more fubtle motions of the mind,
and a greater fharpnefs of wit, yet the hath
not altogether {0 far caft off any Nation, as
to fhut up from it an entry to vertue and ho-
nour, Hercupon, whilft he did {peak mean-
ly of himfelf (which is his modefty ) but of
me more affectionately than truly : At laft
the tra& of difcourfc drew us on fo far as I
judged convenient for that time; I began by
courfe to ask him, what was the opinion of
' the

3
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the Frenche or other nations with whom lie
had converfed in France, concerning our af-
fairs? ForI did notqueftion, but that the no-
velty of affairs (as is uftal) would give oc-
cafion and matter of difcourfe thereof to all.
Why (faith he) do you defire that of mec?
For fecing you are well acquainted with the
courfe of affairs, and is not ignorant what
the moft part of men do fpeak, and what
they think, you may eafily guefs in your own
confcience, that is, or at leaft thould be the
opinion of all.

B. Bur the farther thar foreign nations are
at a diftange, they have the fefs caufts of
wrath, hatred, love and other perturbations,
which mayﬂ divert the mind from truth, and
for the moft part they fo much the more
judge of things fincerely, and.frcely fpeak
out what . they think : That very freedom of
fpeaking and conferring the thoughts of the |
heart doth draw forth many obfcure things,
difcovers intricacies, confirm doubts, and may
ftop the mouths of wicked men, and teach
fuch asarc weak.

M. Suarvr I be ingenious with you ?

B. Way nort?

M. ArtroucH Thad agreat defire after o
long a time, to vifit my native country, pa-
rents, relations, and friends, yet nothing
did fo much inflame my defire, as the cla-
mour of a rude multitude: For albeit I
thought my felf well enough fortified cither

M 4- by
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by my own conftant praftice, or the moral
precepts of the moft learned, yet when I
came to fall upon the prefent cafe, I know not
how I could conceal my pufillanimity. For
when that horrid villany not long fince here
perpetrate, all with one voice did abominate
it, the author hercof not being known s
the multitude which is more atted by preci-
pitancy, than ruled by deliberation, did charge
. the fault of fome few upon all ; and the com-
mon hatred of a particnlar did redound to the
whole nation, fo that cven fuch as were moft
remote from any fufPicion, were inflamed
with the infamy of men’s crimes. When there-
fore this ftorm of calumny was calmed, 1be-
took my felf very willingly in this port,
wherein notwithftanding I am afraid, 1 may
dafh upon a rock.

B. Way, I pray you?

M. BEecausE the atrocioufnefs of that late
crime doth feem {o much to inflame the
minds of all already cxafperate, that now no
place of apology is left.  For, how fhall I
be able to fuftain the impetuous affaults, not
only of the weaker fort, but alfo of thofe
who feem to be more fagacious, who will ex-
claim againft us, that we were content with
the flaughter of an harmlefs youth, an un-
heard of cruclty, unlefs we thould thew ano-
ther new example of atrocious cruclty againt
women, which fex very cnemies do fpare
when citics arc taken in by force. Now from

what
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what villany will any dignity or Majefly de-
ter thofe, who thus rage againft Kings? Or
what place for mercy will thcy leave, “whom
neither the weaknefs of fcx, not mnoccncy
of age will refirain ? equity, cuftom, laws,
the rcfpe& to Sovereignty, reverence of law-
ful Magiftracy, which hence-forth they will
ether retain for fhame, or coerce for fear,
when the power of fupream authority is ex-
pofed to the ludibry of the bafeft of the peo-
ple, the difference of equity and . iniqui-
ty, of honcfty and difhenefty being once
taken away, almoft by a publick confcnt,
there is a degencracy into cruel barbarity, I
know I fhall hear thefe, and more atrocious
than thefe fpoken how foon I fhall return
into France again ; all mens earsin the mean
time being fhut from admitting. any apology
or fatisfattion.

B. Bur 1 fhall eafily liberate you of this
fear, and ouir nation from that fal{e crime. For,
if they do fo much deteft the atrocioufnefs
of the firft crime, how can they rationally re-
prehend feverity in revenging it? Or if they
take it ill, that the Queen is taken order with,
they muft needs approve the firlt deed;
choofe you then, which of the two would
you have to feem cruel.  For ncither they
nor you can praifc or reproach both, provid-
ed you underftand your felves. ’

M. 1 do indeed abhor and deteft the King’s
murther, and am glad that the nation is frce

of
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of that guilt, and that itis charged upon the
wickednefs of fome few. But this laft fact
I can necither allow nor difallow, for it
{fecems to me a famous and ‘memorable deed,
that by counfcl and diligence they have fearch-
ed out that villany, which fince the memory
of man is the moft heinous, and do purfie
the perpetrators in a hoftile manner.  But in
that they have taken order with the chief
Majcftrate, and put contempt upon Sove-
reignty, which amongft all nations hath been
always accounted great and facred. Iknow
not how all the nations of Ewurgpe will relith
it, cfpecially fuch as live under kingly Go-
vernment ; furely the greatnefs and novelty
of the fact doth put me to a demur, albeit I
am not ignorant what may be pretended on
the contrary, and fo much the rather, becaufe
fome of thc A&ors are of my intimate ac-
quaintance.

B. Now I almoft perccive, that it doth
perhaps not trouble you fo much, as thofe
of foreign nations, who would be judges of
the vertues of others to whom you think fa-
tisfa&tion muft be given.  Of thefe I fhall fet
down three forts efpecially, who will vehe-
mently enveigh againt that decd. The firft
kind is moft pernicious,wherein thofc areywho
have mancipated themfelves to the lufis of
Tyrants, and think every thing juft and law-
ful for them to do, whercin they may gratifie
Kings, and meafure cvery thing not as it isin

: it
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it felf, but by the luft of their Mafters,  Such
have fo devoted themfelves to the lufts of o-
thers, that they have left to themfelves no
liberty either to {peak or do. Out of this
crew have proceeded thofe, who have moft
cruelly murthered that innocent youth, with-
out any caufe of enmity, but through hope
of gain, honour, and power at Coutt to fa-
tisfie the luft of others. Now whilft fuch
feign to be forry for the Queen’s cafe, they
are not grieved for her misfortuncs, but Jook"
for their own fecurity, and take very ill to
have the reward of their moft heinous crime,
( which by hope they fwallowed down) to
be pulled out of their throat. 1 judge there-
fore that thiskind of men fhould not be fatif-
fied {fo much by reafoning, as chaftifed by the
feverity of laws, and forccof arms. Others
again are all for themfelves; thefe men, tho
otherwife not malicious, are not grieved for
the publick calamity ( as they would feem to
be) but for their own domeftick damagges,
and therefore they feem to ftand in need ra-
ther of fome comfort, than of the remedics
of perfwafive reafoning and laws.  The reft
is the rude multitude, which doth admire at
all noveltics, reprchend many things, and
think nothing is right, but what they them-
fclves do or fee done; for how much any
thing done doth incline from an ancient cu-
ﬁom, fo far thcy think it is fallen from ju-
flice and cquity. And becaufe thefe be not

led
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Yed by malice and envy, nor yet by fclf-inte-
reft, the moft part will admit information,
and to be weaned from their errour, {0 that
being convinced by the firength of reafon,
they yeild : Which in the matter of Religi-
on, wefind by experience very often in thefe
days, and alfo have found it in preceeding
ages. There is almoft no man o wild, that
cannot be tamed, if he will but patiently
hearken to inftrution. '

M. SURELY we have found oftentimes that
wery true. e

B.WHEN you thercfore deal with this kind
of People {o' clamorous and very importunat,
ask fome of them, what they think concern-
_ing the punifhment of Caljgule, Nero or Do-
wmitian, 1think there will be none of them
{o addited to the name Kinz, that will not
confefs, they were juftly punithed. A

M. PerHAPS you fay right, but thefe
very fame men will forthwith cry out, thae
they complain not of the punifhment of Ty-
rants, but are grieved at the fad calamities of
ldwful Kings.

B. Do you not then pcrccive how cafily
the people may be pacified ?

M. N ot indeed, unlef you fay fome o-
ther thing. ‘

B. Bu t Ifhall caufe you underftand it in
few words, the people (you fay) approve
the murther of Tyrants, but compaflionate
the misfortunc of Kings, would they not then

change



the Scots Goverument. 173

change their opinion, if they clearly under-
ftood what the difference is betwixt a Tyrant
and a King? Do you not think that this
might come to pafs, as in many other cafes #

M. 17 all would confefs that Tyrants are
juftly killed, we might have a large entry
made open to us for the reft, but I find fome
men, and thefc not of {mall authority, who
while they make Kings liable to the penalties
of the Laws, yet they will maintain Tyrants
to be facred perfons; but certainly by a pre-
pofterous judgment, if I be not miftaken, yet
-they are ready to maintain their Goverment,
albeit immoderate and intolerable, asif they
were to fight for things both facred and
cvil. ‘

B. T have alfo met with feveral Perfons of-
tentimes, who maintain the fame very perti-
nacioufly 5 but whether that opinion be right
or not, we fhall farther difcufs it hereafter at
better conveniency. In the mean time, if
you pleafe, let us conclude upon this, upon
condition, that unlefs hereafter it be not fuffi-
ciently confirmed unto you, you may have li-
berty to retratt the fame.

M. ON thefe terms indeed I will not re-
fufe it.

B. LET us then conclude thefe two to
be contraries a Kingand a Tyrant.

M. BE it fo. :

B. HE therefore that fhall explain the ori-
ginal and cayfe of creating Kings, and what

e £ the
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the duties of Kings arc towards their people,
and of people towards their Kirgs, will he not
feem to have almoft explained on the other
hand, what doth pertain to the nature of a
Tyrant. %

M. 1 think fo.

B. THuE reprefentation then of both be-
ing laid out, do you not think that the peo-
ple will underftand alfo, what their duty is
towards both? ‘

M. It isvery like they will.

B. Now contrary wife, in things that are
very unlike to one another, which yet are
contained under the fame gemus, there may
be fome fimilitudes, which may eafily in-
duce imprudent perfons into an errour.

M. DouBTLESS, there may be fuch,
and efpecially in the fame kind, where that
which is the worft of the two doth eafily per-
fonatéehe beft of both, and fludies nothing
more, than to impofe the fame upon fuch as
are ignorant.

~B. HavE you not fome reprefentation of
a King and of a Tyrant imprefled in your
mind} For if youhaveit, you will fave me
much pains.

M. INDEED Icould ecafily cxprefs what
Ides 1 have of both in my mind, but I fear,
it may be rude and without form ; therefore
1 rather defire to hear what your opinion is,
Ieft whilft you are a refuting me, our dift
courfe become more prolix, you being both

in
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in.age and experience above me; and ate
well acquaint not only with the opinions of
others, but alfo have feen the cuftoms of ma-
ny, and their Cities. .

B. I fhall then do it, and that very wil-
lingly, yet will I not unfold my own opinion
fo much, asthat of the Ancients, that there-
by a greater authority may be given to my
difcourfe, as not being fuch as ismade up with
refpeét to this time, but taken out of the opi-
nions of thofe, who not being concerned in
the prefent controverfic, have no lefs clo-
quently, than briefly, given their judgment,
without hatred, favour, or envy, whofe cafe
was far from thefe things ; and their opinions
I thall efpecially make ufe of, who have not
frivoloufly trifled away their time, but by ver-
tue and counfel have flourifhed both at home
and abroad in wellgoverned common-wealths.
But before I produce thefe witnefles, I would
ask you fome few things of no fmall impor-
tance, that there may be no neceflity to digrefs.
from the purpofe in hand, nor to flay in ex-
plaining or confirming things that are perfpi-
cuous and well known.

A, 1think we fhould do fo, and if you
pleafe, ask me.

B. Do you not think that the time hath
been, when men did dwell in eottages, yea and
in caves, and as firangers did wander to and
fro without Laws, or certain dwelling places,
and did affemble together as their fond hu-

mouss
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mours did lead thiem, or as fome commodity,
and common utility did allure them

M. ForsooTH Ibeclicve that; feeing it
is confonant to the courfe and order of na-
ture, and isteftified by all the Hiftories ofall na-
tions almoft, for Flomer doth defcribe the re-
prefentation of fuch a wild and barbarous kind
of life in Sicily, even in the timce of the 770- .

jans. Their Courts (faith he) do neither abound

with Councils nor Judges, they dwell only
in darkfome caves, and every onc of them in
high mountains ruleth his own houfe, wife
and children, nor is any of them at leifure
to communjcate his domeftick affairs to any
other. About the fame time alfo Jza/y is faid
to be no better civilifed, aswe may calily con-
jeGure from the moft fertile regions almoft
of the whole world, how great the folitude
and waftnefs there was in places on this fide-
of Italy.

B. Bur whether do you think the vagrant
and folitary life, or thc affociations of men
civilly incorporate, moft agreeable to nature ?

M. T HE laft without peradventure, which
wutility the mother almoft of juftice and equi-
ty did firft convocat, and commanded to give
figns or warnings by found of trumpet, and
to defend themfelves within walls, and to
thut the gates with one key.

. B. Bur, do you think thatw#i/ity was the
filt and main caufc of the aflociation of
S mgen?
? M. Way
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M. WHaY not, feeing I have heard from
the learned, that men are born for men ?

B. UriviTy indeed in fomé fcems ve-
ry efficacious, both in beginning and conferv-
ing the publick fociety of mankind; butif I
miftake not, there is a far more venerable, or
ancient caufe of mens affociating, and a more
antecedancous and facred bond of their civil
community, otherwife, if every one would
have a regard to his own private advantage,
then furcly that very utility would rather dif=
folve than unite human fociety together.

M. PErRHAPS that may be true, there-
fore 1 defire to know what other caufe you
will affign.

B. A certain inftin& of nature, not only
in man, but alfo in the more tamed fort of
beafts, that although thefe allurements of uti-
lity be not in them, yet do they of their own
accord flock together with other Deafts of
their own kind : but of thefe others we have
no ground of debatc; furely we fee this in-
ftint by nature fo deeply rooted in man,
that if any one had the atlluence of al! things,
which contribute either for maintaining hcalth,
or pleafure and delight of mind, yet he will
think his life unpleafant without himan con-
verfe.  Yea, they who out of a defirc of
knowledge, and an endeavour of inveftiga-
ting the truth, have withdrawn themfclves
from the multitude, and retired to fecret cor-
£ N - ners,

b
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ners, could not long endure a perpetual vex-
ation of mind, nor, if at any time they thould
remit the fame, could they live in folitude,
but very willingly did bring forth to light
their very fecret ftudies; and as they had la-
boured for the publick godd, they did com-
municate to all the finit of their labour. But
if there be any man who doth wholly take
delight in folitude, and flee from converfe
with men, and fhun it, I judge it doth ra-
ther proceed frem a diftemper of the mind,
than from any inftin& of nature, fuch as we
have heard of T7mon the Athenian, and Bel-
lerophon the Corinthian, wheo (as the Poet
faith ) was a wandcring wretch on the E-
lean coaft, cating his own heart, and flecing
the very footfteps of men. ,

M. I do not in this much diffent from
you, but there is one weord mature here fet
down by you, which I do often ufe rather
out of cuftom, than that I underftand it, and:
is by others fo varioufly taken, and accom-
modate to fo many things, that for the moft
part I am at a ftand to what I may mainly
apply it.

B. ForsooTr at prefent I would hate
no other thing to be underftood thereby, than
that LIGHT infufed by God into our minds,
for when God formed that creature more fz-
cred, and capable of a celeftial mind, and
which might have dominion over the other
qrcatures, he gave not only eyes to his Body,

whercby
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whereby he might evite things contrary to
his condition, and follow after fuch as might
be ufeful, but alfo he produced in bis mind
acertain LIGHT, whereby he might difcern
things filthy from_honeft; this /ghs fome
call wature, others the Law of nature, for
my own part, truly I think it is of a Heaven-
ly flamp; and 1 am fully perfwaded, -that za-
ture doth never fay one thing; and wsfdom
another. Morcover, God hath given us an
abridgment of that LA/, which might con-
tain the whole in few words, vzz: That we
Jhould love him with all our foul; and our
Neighbours as our felves; all the books of
holy Scripture which treat of ordering ous
converfation, do contain nothing elfe but an
explication of this Law. :
M. You think then that no Orator of
Lawyer, who might congregate difperfed
men, hath been the Author of human focic-
ty, but God only ?

B. It is {o indeed, and with Cicero, 1
think there is nothing done on earth more
acceptable to the great God; who rules the
world, than the affociations of men legally
united, which are called Civi/ incorporations;
whofe feveral parts muift be as compalily iojn—
ed together, asthe feveral members of our
Body, and every one mufk have their proper
fun&ion, to the end there may be a mutual
€o-operating for the good of the whole, and
a mutual propelling of injuries, and a fore~

N i fecing
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fecing of advantages, and thefe to be com-
municdte for engaging the benevolence of all
amongft themfelves.

M. You do not then make utility, bue
that divine Law rooted in us from the be-
ginning, to be the caufe (indeed the far more
worthy.and divine of the two) of mens in-
corporating in political Socicties.

B. T mean not indeed that to be the Mo-
ther of Equity and Juftice, as fome would
have it, but rather the handmaid, and to be
one of the guards in cities well conftitute.

M. Herz1x I alfo agree with you.

B. Now as in our bodies confifling of
contrary elements, there arc difeafes, that is,
perturbations, and fome inteftine tumults, c-
vén fo there muft be of neceflity in thefe
greater bodies, that is in Cities, which alfo
confift of various, ( yeaand for the moft part)
contrary humours, or forts of men, and thefe
of different ranks, conditions and natures, and
which is more, of fuch as cannot remain one
hour together approving the fame things 5 and
furely firch muft needs foon diffolve and come
to nought; if one be not adhibited, who
as a Phyﬁ'cian may quiet {uch difturbances,
and by amoderate and wholefome tempera-
ment confirm the infirm partsand compeflce
redundant humours, and fo take care of all the
members, that the weaker may not languifh
for want of nutrition, nor the I’cronocr be-
come luxytiant too muehy

T MTruw
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M. TruLy, it muft needs be {o.

B. How then fhall we call him who pei-
formeth thefe things in a civil Body ?

M. 1 am not very anxious about his name,
for by what name {oever he be called, Ithink
he muft be a very cxcellent and divine perfon,
wherein the wifdom of. our Anceftors feem-
cth to have much forefeen, who have adorn-
cd the thing in it felf moft illuftrious with
an jlluftrious name. I fuppofe you. mean
the King, of which word there is fuch an
emphafis, that it holds forth before us clearly
a fundtion in it felf very great and exeellent.

B. You are very right, for we defign God
by that name. For we have no other more
glorious name, whereby we may declare the
cxcellency of his glorious nature, nor more
fuitable, whereby to fignific his paternal care
and providence towards us. What other names
fhall I colle@, which we tranflate to denote
the funttion of a King? Such as Father
cEneas, Agamemnon, paftor of the people,
alfo a Leader, Prince, Governour. , By all
which names fuch a fignification is implied, as
may {hew that Kingsare not ordained for them-
fclves, but for the people.  Now as for the
name we agree well enongh; if you pleafe,
Iet us confer concerning the fundtion, - infift-
ing in the fame footfteps we began upon.

M. Waics, 1 pray?
(B. D o youremember what hath been late-
ly fpoken, that an incorporation fecmeth to
o= L T be
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be very like our body, civil commotions like
to difeafes; and a King to a Phyfician? If
therefore we fhall underftand what the duty
of a Phyfician is, I am of the opinion, we fhall
not much miftake the duty of a King. -

M. It may be fo, for the reft you have
reckoned are yery like, and fecem to me very
near in kin.

B. Do not expeét that I will here deferibe
evcry petty thing, for the time will not permit
it, ncither doth the matter in hand call for it 3
but if briefly thefe agree together, you. fhal}
cafily comprehend the reft.

M. Go onthen, asyou are doing.

“B. TrE fcope feemeth to be the fame to
us both.
© M. WHhich?

B. Tue health of the body, for cunnb
of which they are adhibited.

M. Tunderftand you, for the one ought to
keep fafe the human body in its ftate, and the
other the civil body in its ftate, asfar as the
nature of each can bear, and to reduce intg
perfect health the body difeafed.

B. You underftand very well, for there
is a twofold duty jncumbent to both, the
one is to preferve health, the other is to re-
flore it, if it become weak by fickneG.

M. T affent to you. 3

B, For the difeafes of both are a like.

M. It feemeth fo.

B.For
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B. For the redundance of things hurt-
ful, and want or fcarcity of things ncccﬁ'alv
are alike noxious to both, and boch the one
and the othet body is cured almoft in the fame
manner, nameiy cither by nourifhing that
which is extenuate and tenderly cherifhing it,
or by affwaging that which is full and redun-
dant by cafhnrr out fuperfluitics, and exerci-
fing the body With moderate labours,

. M It isfo, but here feems to be the dif-
ference, that the humours in the one, and
manners in the other are to be reduced in-
o a right temperament, -

B. You underftand it well, for the bo-
dy politick as well as the natural hath its own
proper temperament, which I think very right-
ly we may call Juftice. For it is that which
doth regard cvery member, and cureth it {o
as to be kept in its fun&ion. ‘This fome-
times is done by letting of blood, fometimes
by the expelling of hurtful thmgs as by e-
geftions ‘and {fometimes exciting caft- down
and timorous minds, and comfortmo the
weak, and fo reduceth the whole body into
that temperament I{poke of 5 and being re-
duced, exercifeth it with convenient exer-
cifes, and by a certain pxefcnbcd tempera-
rure of labour and reft, doth preferve the re-
ftored health as much as can be.

M. Avy the reft I eafily affent to, except
that you placc the temperament of the body
polmck in Juftice; fecing temperance even

N 4 ; by
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by its very name and profeflion doth juftly
feem to claim thefc parts. ¥

B. Ithink itis no great matter on which
of them you confer this honour. For fee-
ing all vertues, whereof the firength is beft
perccived in aftion, ar¢ placed in a certain
mediocrity and equability, fo are they in fome
meafure conncéted amongft themfelves, and
cohere, fo as it feems to be but one office
inall, thatis, the moderation of lufts. Now
in whatfoever kind this moderation is, it is
no great matter how it be denominate ; al-
beit that moderation, which is placed in pub-
lick matters, and mens mutual commerces,
doth fcem moft fitly to be undetftood by the
name of Fuftice.

M. HeErein I vey willingly affent to
you. !

B. 1x the creation of a King, I think the
ancients have followed this way, thatif any
among the citizens were of any fingular ex-
cellency, and feemed to exceed all others in
equity and prudence, as is reported to be done
in bechives, they willingly conferred the go-
vegnment or kingdom on him.

M. It is credible to have been fo,

B. Burt what if none fuch as we have
fpoken of, fhould be found in the city 2

M. By that law of nature, whereof we
formerly made mention, equals neither can,
nor ought to ufurp dominion ; for by nature
I think it juft, that amongft thefc that are

’ equal
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equal in all other things, their courfe of ru-
ling and obeying fhould be alike.

B. WraAT if a people, wearied with
yearly ambition be willing to eleé fome cer-
tain Perfon not altogether endowed with all
royal vertues, but cither famous by his no-
ble defcent, or warlike valour: Will you not
think that he is a lawful King ?

M. MosTt lawful, for the people have
power to confer the Govetnment on whom
they pleafe.

B. WHarT if we fhall admit fome acute
man, yet not endowed with notable skill,
for curing difeafes? fhall we prefently account
him a I’hyﬁcxan, as foon as he is chofen by
all?

M. Nor atall; for by learning and the
experience of many arts, and not by fuffrages
is a man made a Phyfician.

B. W uat maketh artifts in other arts 2

M. 1 think there is one reafon of all,

B. Do youthink there is any art of reign.
ing or not }

M. Way not

B. Cax you give me a reafon why yon
think fo? ,

M. 1 think I can, namely that fame which
is ufually given in other Arts.

B. WHaAT is that?

M. BEcaUSE the beginningsof all Arts
proceed from experience. For whilft many
did rafhly and without any reafon undertake

to
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to treat of many thmgs, and others aoam

through exercitation and confuetude did th<.~
fame more {agacioufly, noncmg the events

on both hands, and perpending the caufes

thereof, fome acute men have digefted a

certain order of precepts, and called that

defeription an art.

" B. Tuen, by the like animadverfion, may

not fome art of reigning be deferibed, as

well as the art of phyfick? (

M. 1 think there may.

B. O what precepts fhall it confift?

M. 1 do not know at prefent.

B. Wuar if we fhall find it out by com-

‘parmg it with other arts?
. WaHAT way?

B. TH1s way: There be fome precepts
of grammar, of phyfick and husbandry.

M. T underftand.

B. SuarLy we not call thefe precepts of
Grammarians and Phyficians arts and laws
alfo, and fo of others.

M. It feems indeed fo.

B. Do not the civil laws feem to be cer-
tain precepts of royal art?

M. THEY feem fo.

B. HE muft therefore be acquainted there-
with, who would be accounted a King.

M 171 feems fo.

B. Waar if he have no skill therein?
Albeit the people fhaill command him to
reign, think you that he fhould be called a
I\m"= Z\[ You
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M. You caufe me here to hefitate : For-
if I would confent with the former difcourfe,
the fuffrages of the people can no more make
him a Km than any other artift.

B. WaaT think you thall then be done?
For unlefs we have a King chofen by fuf-
frages, I am-afraid we fhall have no lawful
King at all.

M, Axo 1 fear alfo the fame.

B. WLy you then be content that we
more accurately examine what we have laft
fet down in comparing arts one with ano-
ther }

M. Be it fo, if it fo pleafe you.

B. HAvVE we not called the precepts of
artifts in their feveral arts, laws?

M. W E have done fo.

B. Burt I fear we have not done it ciry
cumfipeétly enough.

M Way?

B. Becausk he would feem abfurd who
had skill in any art, and yet not to bc an
artift.

M. It were fo.

B. Burt he that doth perform what be-
longs to an art, we will account him an
artift, ‘whether he do it naturally, or by
fome perpctual and conftant tenour and fa-
culty.

M. 1 think fo:

B. W £ fhall then call him an artift, who
knows well this rational and prudent way of

doing
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doing any thing well, providing he hath ac-
quired that faculty by conftant practice.

M. MucH better than him who hath
the bare precepts, without ufe and excrcita-
tion,

B. Suarx wenot then account thefe pre-
cepts to be art?

M. Nort atall; but a certain fimilitude
thereof, or rather a thadow of art.

B, WuarT is then that governing facul-
ty of cities, which we fhall call civil art or
{cience ?

M. It feemsyou would call it prudence:
Out of which, as from afountain or fpring,
all Jaws, provided they be ufeful for the pre-
fervation of humane focicty, muft proceed,
and be derived.

B. Y ou have hit the nail on the head;
if this then were compleat and perfedt in
any perfon, we might fay he were a King
by nature, and not by fuffrages, and might
refign over to him a frec power over all
things ; but if we find not fuch a man, we
fhall alfo call him a King, who doth come
neareft to that eminent excellency of nature,
embracing in him a certain fimilitude of a
true King.

M. Ler us call him fo, if you pleafe.

B. AND becaufe we fear he be not firm
enough againft inordinate affeions, which
may, and for the moft part ufe to decline
micn from truth, we fhall adjoyn to him the

law,
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law, as it were a Colleague, or rather a bridler
of his lufts.

M. You do not then thmk that a King
fhould have an arbitraty power over all
things ?

B. Nor at all: ForIremember, thathe
is not only a King, but alfo a man, erring
in many things by ignorance, often failing
willingly, doing many things by conftraint;
yea a creature cafily changeable at the blafk of
every favour or frown, which natural vice a
magiftrate ufe alfo to increafe : So that here
I chiefly find that of the Comedy made true,
Al by licence become worfe. | Wherefore the
moft prudent have thought it expedient to
adjoyn to him alaw, which may cither thew
him the way, if he be ignorant, or bring
him back again into the way, if he wander
out of it: By thefc, I fuppofe, you under-
ftand, as in a reprefentation, what I judge to
be the duty of a truc King.

M. OF the caunfe of creating Kings, of
their name and duty you have fully fansﬁcd
me. Yet I fhall not repine, if you pleafe
to add ought thereto : Albeit my mind doth
haften to hear what yet feems to remain, yet
there is one thing which in all your difcourfe
did not a little offend me, which I think
fhould not be paft over in filence, viz. that
you feem fomewhat injurious to Kings, and
this very thing I did fufpett in you frequent-
ly before, whllﬁI oftcn heard you fo pro-

fufely
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fufcly commend the antient Commonwealths;
and the City of Penice.

B. You did not rightly hercin judge of
me: For I do not fo much look to the diffe-
rent form of civil Government (fuch as was
amongftt the Romans, Maffilians, Venetians,
and others, amongft whom the authority of
Jaws were more powcrful than that of men)
_as to the equity of the form of Government s

|nor do I think it matters much, whether
King, Duke, Emperour, or Conful, be the
name of him who is the chiefeft in authori<
ty, provided this be granted, that heis placed
in the magiftracy fo¥ the maintenance of
cquity ; for if the goveinment be lawful, we
muft not contend for the name thereof: For
he whom we call the Duke of Pemice is
is nothing clfe but a lawful King; ) and the
firft Confuls did not only retain the honours
of Kings, but alfo their empire and authority 3
This only was the difference, that fiot oné;
but two of them did reign (which alfo you
know was ufual in all the Lacedemonian
Kings) who were created or chofen, not con=
ftantly to continue in the government, but
for one year. We muft therefore always
fland to what we fpoke at firft, that Kings
at firft were inftituted for maintaining equity.
If they could have holden that fovercignty
in the cafc they had received it, they might
have holden and kept it perpetually 5 but this
is free and loofed by laws, But (as it is with
humane
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humane things) the ftate of affairs tending
ro worfe, the fovereign authority which was "
ordained foe publick utility’ degenerated into

a proud domination. For when the luft of -~

Kings ftood in ftead of laws, and men being
vefted with an infinite and immoderate pow-
er, did not contain themfclves within bound, -
but connived at many things out of favour,
hatred, or felf-intereft, the infolency of
Kings made laws to be defired. For this -
cauft, therefore, laws were made by the peo-
ple; and Kings conftrained to make ufe, nog
of their own licentious wills in judgment,
but of that right or privilege which the peo-
ple had conferred upon them: For they were
taught by many experiences, thatit was bet-_
ter that their liberty fhould be concredited to~
Jaws, than to Kings; whereas the one might
decline many ways from the truth, but the
other being deaf both to intreatics and threats,
might fhill keep one and the fame tenor.
This one way of government is to Kings
prefcribed, otherwife free, that they fhould
conform their a&tions and fpeech to the pre-
feripts of laws, and by the fan&ions thereof
divide rewards and punithments, the greateft
bonds of holding faft together humane fo-
cicty. ~ And laftly, even asfaith that famous-
Legillator, A King [bould be a [peakin law,
and the law a a’mf&/?{mg £ g
M. At firft you fo highly praifed ngs,
that you made their majefty almoft gloripus -
and
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and facred; but how; as if you had repented
in fo doing, I do not know within what
ftrait bonds you fhut them up; and being
thruft into the prifon (I may fay) of laws,
you do fcarce give them leave to fpeak:
And as for my part, you have difappointed
me of my expeftation very far: For I cx-
pected (according to the moft famous Hifto-
rians) you fhould have reftored the thing
which is the moft glorious both with God
and man, into its own fplendor, either of
your own accord, or at my defire, in the
ferics of your difcourfe, which being fpoiled
of all ornaments, you have brought it into
fubjeétion ; and that authority, which through
all the world is the chiefeft, you having
hedged in round about and made it almoft
fo contemptible, as not to be defired by
any man in his right wits: For what man
in his right wits would not rather live asa
private man with a mean fortune, than be-
ing ftill in aftion about other mens affairs;
be in petpetual trouble, and negleéting his
own affairs, to order the whole courfe of
his life according to other mens rules? But
if that be the terms of government every
where propofed, I fear there will be a greater’
fcarcity of Kings found, than was of Bifhops
in the firft infancy of our religion. Nor do
1 much wonder, if Kings be regarded ac-
cording to this plat-form, being but men
taken from feeding cattel, and from the

plough,
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plough, ‘\Who ook upon rhcm that’ glonous

dignity. BROY" .t it s
B. CONSIDER, Ipray you, ‘in' hew
great an’ errour - you' ‘are, “who ‘does- think
that Kings were creited by people and siat
tions, not for juftice,” biit for: plcafurc, ‘and
does think there ‘can be no honour;’ Where
“wealth ‘and ‘pleafirres ‘abound’not's - wherein
confider how much’ you- ditiiftifh theit’gtan-
deur. 'Now that you-may ‘the more’ caﬁly
underftand it, compare any one King of thofe
you have féen apparalled like:a child’ SquPpCt,
brought forth with a great deal“of pride;‘anda
great mahy attendants, meetly for vain oﬁcnta‘
tion, the reprefentation whereof you'mifs in
that King whom we defcribe : Compare; (I
fay, fonic" one of thofe, who'were famous
of old, ‘whofe memory' doth even yet live,
flourifheth, and’ is renowned 'to all pofterity.
Indeed they were fiich as I have now been
deferibing.  Have you never heard what an
old womau, ‘petitioning Phsip King of Ma-
cedon to hear her caufe, anfwcrcd him, " he
having ‘faid to her he had no leifures’ to
which the replied, Then ceafe (fad fhe) o
be King ¢ Have you never heard (I fay)
that a King, - victorious in fo many bartels,
and conqueror of {o many nations, admo-
nithed to_do “his duty by a poor ‘old 'wife}
obeyed, ‘and’ acknowlédged that it was the
duty of Kingsfo to do¥ Compare then'this
“Philip, not only with the Breatet Kings that
O are
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arc now in Eurgpe, but alfo with all that
can be remembred of old, you fhall furely
find nonc of them comparable to thofe, ei-
ther for prudence, fortitude, .or alivity 5 few
equal to them for largenefs of dominions.
if I thould enumerate Agefilaus, Leonidas,
and the reft of the Lacedemonian Kings (O
how great men were they ) I fhall feem
to utter but obfolete examples : Yet one {ay-
ing of a Lacedemonian maid 1 cannot pals
over with filence ;- her name was Gorgo, the
daughter of Cleomedes: She fecing a fervant
pulling off the ftockings of an Afian Gueft,
and running to her father, cried out, Faz- -
ther, the Gueft hath no hands. From which
fpeech of that maid you may eafily judge
of the Lacedemonian difcipline, and dome-
flick cuftom of their Kings. Now thofc
who proceeded out of this ruftick, but coun-
rageous way of life, did very great thingss
but thofe who were bred in the Afurick
way, loft, by their luxury and floth, the
great dominions given them by their ance-
flors. And, that I may lay afide the anci
ents, fuch a one was Pelagins not long
ago among the people of Galicia, who was
the firft that weakened the Saracen forces
in Spasn, yet him and all his the grave did
inclofe, yet of -him the Spanifh Kings arc
not -athamed, accounting it their greateft
glory to be defcended of him. But fceing
this placc doth call for a more large difcourlfe,
ct
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let us return from whence we have digrefied
For I defire t6 fhéw you with the firfk
what I promifcd, natnely, that this form of
government hath not been contrived by e, -
but feemis to have been the fame to the moft
famous mecr in. all ages, and I fhall briefly
fhew you the fpring from whence [ hate
drawn thefc things. The Books of M. Tul-
lins Cicera, which ate entituled, Of Offices;
are, by common confent of all, accotinted
moft praife-wotthy ; in the Second Béok
thereof thefe words are fet dowis verbatim
“ It feers (as Herodotus faithy that of old;
< well-bred Kings wet¢ éredted, . ot amongft
‘ the Medes only, but alfo amongft eour
anceftors, for exceuting of )u(hce 5 fof
whillt at firlt the pcoplc were opprefied
by thofe that had greateft wealth, - they
« betook themfelyes to fome one who wa¢
¢« eminent for virtue, who whilft he keépf
off the weakeft from Jimjurics, cftablithing
equity, he hemmed in the higheft witlf -
the loweft, by equal laws to both. And
the reafon of making laws, was the fime
“ as of the creation ot Kings; for it is te-
“ quifite that juftice be always equal, fof
“ otherwife it were not juftice. 1f this they
¢« did obtain from ene gocd and - juft man,
they Were therewith well pleafed ; when
that did not occur, laws werée made, which
by one and the fame voice miight f'peak
* 1o all alike. This then indeed is evident;,
& O 2 “ that
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that thofe were ufually chofen to ‘gov: crn,

of whofc juftice, the Pcople had a great
« opxmon * " Now this 'was added “ That
¢ thefc Rulers or Kirigs might. bc accountcd
ik prudcnt, there " was. qot[unv that “men
< thonght they could fiot obtain from fuch

« Rulers.” 1 think your fec from thefe words,

n

~

what Cicero judgeth to be the reafon of re-

quiring both Kings and laws. I 'might here
commend Zmoﬂmn a witnefs requiring the
famc, 1o lefs fanious in warlike affairs, than
in the fludy of philofophy; but that I know
YOU arc fo well acquamtcd with lns writings,
as that y_oiumhavc all'kis fentences marked, I
pals at prefent’ Plato and Ariftotle, albeit I
am_not igtiorant how much you have them
in cfhmanon For'T'had rather adduce for
conﬁrmatxon, men famous in a middle de-
gree ‘of affairs, thar out of Schools. Far lefs
do 1 think fit to producc a floick King, fuch
as by, Seneca in Thyeftes is defcribed : Not
fo_much-becaufc that idea of a King is not
petfed, as becanfe ‘that' cxamples of 2 good
Prince. may be rather imprefied in the mind,
than at any time hoped for.  But left in thofe
I have produced there might be any ground
of calumny, I have not fer before you Kings

~out of the Scyzhzan folitude, who did cither

ungird their own horfes, or did other fervile
work, which might be very far from  our
manner of livings but even out of Greece,
and fuch, ‘who in thcfc very times, wherein

the
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the Greqam did mo&')ﬂounfh in all. hberal
fmcnccs, .did ruIc the vrcatc[‘t natxons, “or,
well govcmcd cmcs} : ,m,i dxd o rule, that’
whilft they were ahvc were in very gredt e-
fteem amongft ' their people, and being dead
Iekt to po&crlty a famous mcmory of thcm—
felves.

M. 1F _now you ask. me what my judg-
ment ds, I {carce dare’confefs to you cxtha :
mine xnconﬁarcy ot t1m1d1ty, or by ‘what O-
ther name 1¢ fhall gleaf"e ou to call that vice,
For as often as 1 read thefe things you have
now recited in the moft, famous Hxﬁornns,
or hear- the fame commcr;dcd by very wifc
mcn,‘\yh_qfc authontyI dqrc not decline 5 and
that they are approved by all good and honcﬁ
men not only true,” cquitable and’ fincere,
but alfo feem ftrong and fplendid ‘again as oft
as I calt mine eyes on  the nearnc‘fs and ele-
gancy of our times, that antiquity. fg:mcth to
have been venerable and fober, but yetrude,
and nor fufficiently: polithed, ‘but of thefe
things we may perhaps, ﬁ)cak of hercafter at
more leifure. Now if it plcafc you, go on
to pxofccutc what you have begun.’ p :

LB. M av it pleafe you then that we recol-
leét briefly what hath been faid? So' fhail we
undérftand beﬂ what is paft and ' if ought
be rafhly grantcd we fhall very i'oon ggtra&
it.. T

M. Y&s indeed.” ) I

¢ i

!

Pty e N TR TSy

1 T ‘-‘_
o T 0 B. Finst



z
198 The due Privilege of

B. First ofallthen weagree, that men
by pature are made to live in focicty toge-
ther, and for a communion of Jife.

M. THAT is agreed upon.

B. TuAT 2 ng alfo chofen to maintain
that foc1cty is a man eminent in verfue.

M. 17 isfo,

- B. AxD asthe dxi‘cords of men amongft
themfclves brought in the neceflity of crea-
ting aKing, fo the injuries of King’s done a-
gainft their Subjeéts were the caufe of defiring
Laws.

M. Tacknowledge that.

B. Wz held Laws to be a proof of the
Art of Government, even as the precepts of
Phyfick are of thx_ mcdxcmal art.

M 17 is

B, Bur 1t'1(\ms to bemore fafe (becaufe
in neuhcr of the two have we fet down any -
fingular and exalt skill of theit feveral Arts)
that both do, ‘as fpeedily as may be, heal by
thefe prcfiuprs of Art. -

M. IT is indeed fafeft.

'B. Now the Prcccpts of the medicinal
Art are not pf one kind.

M. How?

B, For fomc of them are for prefcrvan-
on of health, others for reftoration thcxcof

M. VErY right.

B, Wnart fay you of the governing
Arty

M1 thmk there may be as manykinds.

B. Next
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B. NEX T then it feems, that we confi-

der it. Do you think that Phyficians can fo . -

exadly have skill of all difeafes, andof their
remedics, as nothing meore ‘can be rcqun-ccl
for their cure ? >

M. Nor at all, for many new kinds of
difeafes arif¢ almoft in’ every age, and new
remedies for each of “them, ‘almoft every
ysar are by men’s mduﬁry found out, or
brought from far coufitries.

B.WHAT think you of the Laws of com*
monwealths. '

M. SURELY their cafe fecems tobe the
fame:

B TurreForE neither - Phyficians,
nor Kings ' can ~evite ‘or cure all difeafes of
commonwcalth by the precepts of their
Arts, whichare dehvcred to them in ‘writ.

M. 1 think indeed they eannot. -

B. Wrar if ‘we fhall farther try of> what
things Laws may be eftablifhed in common-
wcalths and what cannot be comprchcndcd
within Laws,

M. TuaT will be worth our pains. ¢

B. Tuere feems to be very many and
weighty things, which cannot be contained
within the Laws. = Firf, All fuch things as
fall into the deliberation of thc time to come.

M. ALt indeed.

B. N exr, many things alrcady paft, fuch
are thefc wherein trath s fought by conje- -
&ures, confirmed by witnefles, or extorted by
torments, 0 4 B.Ygs,
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M Y £s, indged.”

ol B In unfoldmgphanthcfc qu;ihons what
fhalt the Kingdo?;: | -

sl 1 fee hcrc there is no. ncod of along
dlfcourfc, fecing Kings donot fo arrogate thc
fupream power in thofq things, which arc infti-
tute with refpeét 1o, the time; to; come, that
of ‘their own ‘accord they call to, council
fome of the ngoﬁ prudent. -, .

B. Wuart fay you of thofe things which
by conjeitures are found out, and madc out
by witnefles, fuch as are the crimes of mur-
thier, adultery and witcheraft., . .

M. THESE are cxamined by the skill of
Lawgyers, difcovered by diligence, and thefe
find to: be for thc moft part left to the JLdO'-
ment of Judges.

B..AND perhapsvery right;, for if aKing
would needs be at the private caufes of each
Subjed, - when fhall he have time to think
-upen peace and war, and: thofe affairs which
uiaintain and preferve the fafety of the com-
monwealth ? And laftly,when fhall he get leave
to refti-- -
t-sM. NEITHER would 1 have the cogni-
tion of cvery. thing to be brought unto a
King, neither:can one. man be fuﬁicmnt for
.all the caufes.of; all men, if they be broughe
unto him ; that counfel no lefs wife than ne-
ccefiary- doth pleafe me excecding well, which
the father in law_of  Mofes gave him in di-
iding amongft. S0, thc burdeu of hcaring
3R . caufes,

Y ’/
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caufcs, whercof. I thall _hot fpcak much fec~
ing the hlﬁOl’Y is known to all

“B. But Ithink, thcfe Judgcs muft }udvc
accordmg to law, '

M. Tury muft mdccd do o. But'as1
conceive, there be but few thmos, which by
Laws may be provided againft, in refpet of
thofe which cannot be provxdcd againft. =

B: THERE is another thmg of no lefs
difficulty, . becaufe all thefc thxnos which call .
for Laws, cannot be comprehcndcd by cer-
tain prefCriptions,, . P At

M. How for " =~ ¥

B. LaAwYERS, who attribute very much
to their own Art, and who would be account:
cd the Priefts of Juftice, do confefs that there
is fo great a multitude of at’faus, that it may
feem almoft infinite, and fay that daily arife
new crimes in Cities, “as it were feveral kinds
of ulcers, what fhall a Lawgm:r do hcrcm,.
prefent and pretetit? g

M. Not much, unlefs he be fomc d1-
vine-like perfon. g :

B. A x other difficulty doth alfo occur, and
that not a f{iall one, that in fo great an in-
conftancy of humane fraﬂty, no art can al-
moft prcf’chbc any things altogcthcr ftable and
firm,

M. THER E 1s ndthm* morc truc than
rhat.

v

o=y “Bilr
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B. It feemeth then moft fafe to, truft a
“skilful Phyfician in the health of the patient,
and alfo the Kings in the ftate of the com-
monwealth, For a, Phyfician without the
rule of art will oftentimes cure a weak pa-
tient either confenting thereto, or againft his
will; and a King doth ecither perfivade a new
law yet ufeful to his Subjeds, or elfe may im-
pofe it againft thiir will.

M. 1 do not fee what may hinder him
therein.

B. Now fecing both the one and the o-
ther do thefe things, do you think that befides
the Law, cither of them makes his own
Law ?

M-Iz feems that both doth it by Art.
For we have before concluded not that to be
Art which confifts of precepts, but vertue
contained in the mind, “which the artift ufual-
ly makes ufe of in handling the matter which
is fubject ta arts. Now I amglad ( fecing
you fpeak ingenuonfly ) that you being con-
firained, as it were, by an interdiction of the

* wery truth, do fo far reftore the King from
whence he was by force dejected.

B. StAY, you haye not yet heard all.
There is another inconvenient in the autho-
rity of Laws, For the Jaw being as it were a
pertinacious, . and a certain rude exattor of
duty, thinks nothing right, but what itfelf
doth command. But with a King, there is
an excufe of infirmity and temerity, and place

- of
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of pardon lefc for one found in an error,
The law is deaf, cruel and incxorable, A
young man, pleads the frailty of his years, a_
woman the infirrhity of her fex, anothef his ™
poverty, drunkenncfs, affettion. What faith
the law to thefe excufes? Go officer or ferje-
ant, convenga band of men, hoodwink him,
fecourge him, hang himon'atree. Now you
know how danacrous a thingit is, in fo great
a humane fr:nlty, to have the hope of fafety
placed in innocency alone. '

M. IN very truth you rell mea thing full
of hazard.

B. SURELY as oft as thefe things come
intomind, I perceive fome not a littletroubled,

M. Yovu fpeak true.

B. WHEN therefore I ponder with my felf
what is before paft as granted, 1 am afraid It
the comparifon of a Phyfician, and of aKing
in this cafe feem not pertinently ¢nough ir;~
troduced.

M. In what cafe?

B. WHEN we have liberate both of the
fervitude of precepts, and given them almoft
a free liberty of euring,

M, WHAT doth hercm cfpecially offend
you ? ?

B. WHEN you hear it, you will then
judge, two caufes are by us fet down, why it
is not expedient for a people that Kings be
loofed from the bonds of Laws, namely love
and hatred, which drive the minds of mento

“and
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and fro in judging. But.in a Phyfician it is,
not tobe fcarcd lcﬁ he fail through love, fce-
ing he cxpc&cth a_reward. from his patxcnr.
being reflored to health. .. But if a patient
undcrﬁand that -his Phyﬁcmn i folxc:rcd by
mtrcatxcs, promifes  and ncy againft lus
life, he may call another P, yﬁcxan, or if he
can find none. other, 1 think it is more fafe
10 feck fome. remedy front books how deaf
{oever. than from a corrupt Phyfician. Now
becaufe we have complained of the cruclty of
Laws, look if we undcrﬁand onc Another faf?
ficiently.

M. How for . ;

B. WE, )udpgd an, excellent. King, fuchas
we may more fce in mind than with bodily
cyes, not to be bound by anyla\vs :

M. By, nonc.

B. \VHEREFORE? :

M. 1 think, becaufe, according to Pau/, he
thould be 2 law to himfelf and to others, tha],
hie may exprefs in life what is by law. cn)omcd’

+B. You judgerightly 5 and that you may
pcrhaps the more admire, feveral 2 jages before
Ariftotle did fee the fame, followmg naturc
as a leader, which thcrcfo;e I fay, that you
may fee the ‘more clearly what hath been
provcd bcforc, ta wit, that the voicc of God

 and pature is the fame.._But thar we may pro-
fecute our pmpofc What thall w we fay t&xcy
had a rcfpc& unto, who ﬂx& madc Law,s s
g ]\[ F(LUfSTY"’I thxnk as hath bccn faid. bc-

‘prc l%”

oyt
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B. 1do not now demand that, what eﬂd’
they had before them, but rathér'what pat-
tern they propofed to themfelves? :

M. Albeit perhags 1 underﬁand that, yet I
would have’ you to explain i, that you may’
confirm nity judgrent, if I'rightly’ take it b,
if ‘not, 'you' may amend my error. = °

“B: You'T'think'; what the’ donnmon xs
& $he airid over 'the body. _

M. 1 feemtoknowit. e ;

' B Y 6 v'Knidw this ‘alfo; ‘whatever we 8
not rafhly, that thereis a ccrt;un Idea therdof
firft in our 'minds, "and that it'is a areat’oltal
more ‘perfe€t than ‘the works to be dorid;
which according to that pattem thc ch1cfcﬁ
Artifts 'do’ frame and as it were éxf rcfs

M. TraT iddeed I find by’ cxpérlqntc
both in fpt:akmty and Wwriting, and’ perceiveno
tefs ‘words in° my mind, than my minds in
things wanting. * “For neither’ can ‘our mind
fhut ¢ up in this dark'and troubled prifon of ‘the
body perceive the fubtility of <all thmos; nor
can we fo endure in’ our mind the reprcfcnta-
tions of things However forefeen in difcourfe
with-others, fo as they are not much inferiour
to thefe which’ our intellett hath formed to 1t
felf. ]

B. WraAT fhall we fay then which thcy
fct befdre them, who made Laws ™ -

M. T feem glmoft to underftand what you
would be at. ‘Namely, that thcy in council
Fand ' n Idea of that pcrfc& Kmv ancf thae
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they did exprefsa certain Iniage, not of the
body but of the mind, according to that fore-
faid 1dea as near asthey could. And would
have that-to be in ftead of Laws which he
is to think might be good and equitable.

M. You rightly underftand it, for that is
the very thing I would fay. . But now I would
have you to confider what manner of King
that is which we have conftitute at firft, was
he not one firm and ftedfaft. againft hatred,
love, wrath, erivy, and other perturbations of
the mind? :

M. WEe did indeed imagine him t6 be
fuch a onc ; or belicved him to have becn
fuch to thofe ancients.

B. But do laws {eem to have been made
according to the Idea of him?

M. NotHiNc more likely.

B. A good King then is no lefs fevere and
inexorable, than a good law.

M. HE iseven as fevere s but fince I can
change neither, or ought to defire it, yet I
would flaken both fomewhat, if I can.

B. Bur God defires not that mercy be
Thewed cven to the poor in judgment, bur
commandeth us to refpe& that one thing
which is juft and equal, and to pronounce
fentence acccordingly.

M. 1 do acknowledge that, and by truth
am overcome. Seeing therefore it is not law-
ful to loofe Kings from the bonds of laws,
who fhall then be the Jawgivet @ Whom fhalk
we give him as a Pedagogue B. Wnom
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B. WuoM do you think fitteft to per<
form this duty ? :

M. 1¥ you ask at me, I think the King
himfelf, For in all other arts almoft we fee
their precepts arc given by the Artifts; where-
of they make ufe, as it were of comments,
for confirming their memory, and putting o-
thers in mind of their duty.

B. O N the contrary 1 fee no differences
Tet us grant that a King is at liberty and fol-
ved from the laws,-fhall we grant him the
power to command laws ? For no man will
willingly lay bonds and fetters upon himfelf.
And I know not whether it be better to leave
a man without bonds, or to fetter him with
flight bonds, becaufe he may rid himielf there-
of when he pleafes.

M. BuT when you concredit thehelm of
government rather to Jaws than to Kings, be-
ware I pray you, left you make him a Tyrant,
whom by name you make a King, who with
authority doth opprefs and with fetters and
imprifonment doth bind, and fo let him be
fent back to the plough again, or to his for-
mer condition yet frce of fetters.

B. BrAVE words: I impofe no Lord o-
ver him, but I would have it in the people’s
power, who gave him the authority over
themfelves, to prefcribe to him a model of his
government, and that the King may make ufe
of that Juftice, which the people gave him o-

ver



ver tﬁcmfclvcs Tlns Tcrave, I wOuld not
‘have thefe laws ;to_be by force impofed, as
you interpret it, but Ithmk that by a'com-
_tmon council with the King, that fhoiild be
generally | eftablithed, ‘which may generally
“tend to the good of all. .
M. You will thcn grant thlS hberty to the
_people? : -
B. Even to the people indced, unlefs
pethaps you be of another mind.
M. NoruING feems Iefs equitable.
B. Wry (o}
M. You know that faying, A beaft with
- mmany_heads. "You Know, I fiuppofe, how
* great the temerity and mconﬁancy of .a peo-
" pleis.

T B. 1 did never xmagmc that that matter
ought to be granted to the judgment of the
whole people in general, but near that to our
cuftom 3 felect, number out of all eftares may
conyene with the ng in councxl And then
how foon an overture by them is madc, that
it-be deferred to the peoplc’s )udgmcnt.j

M I underftand well ¢nough your advice.
But by, this fo carcful a caution you feem to
hclp your felf nothing.  You will not haye
a_King loofed from laws, why 3, Bécaufe, T
think, \vxthm man two moft cruel montters luft

“and \vrath areina contmual confliét with rea-
fon.. Laws have been gréatly defired, which
_might reprefs their boldnefs, and feduce them
too much infilting, to regard a juft govern-
ment.
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ment.  What will thefe counfellors given by
the peopledo ? Are they not troubled by that
fame inteftine confli&t ¢ Do they not confli&
with the fame evils as weéll as the King? The
more then you adjoin to the King as aﬁ'cﬁors
there will be a greater number of fools, from
which you fee what is to be expeéted.

B.B U t L expet a far other thing than.you
fuppofc. Now I fhall tell you why 1 do ex-
pectit.  Firft, Itis not altogether true what
you fuppofe, vzz, That the affembling toge-
ther of a multitude is to no purpofe, of which E
number there will perhaps be none of a pro-
found wit; for not only do many fee more
and underftand more than onc of them apart,
but alfo mere than one, albeit he cxceed
their wit and prudence. . [For a multitude for
the moft part doth better judge of all things,"”
than fingle perfons apart. | For cvery one apart '-‘.
have fome particular vettues, which being uni-
ted together make up one excellent vertuc,
which may be cvidently feen in Phyficians
pharmacics, and cfpecially in that antidote,
which they call Mithredate.  For therein are
many things of themf¢lves huttful apart, which
being compoundcd and mingled together make
a wholefome remedy awam{t po1fon In like
manner in fome men flownefs and lingering
doth hurt, in others a precipitant temerity,
both which being mingled together in a mul-
titude makea certain temperament and medio~
erity; which we require to be in every kind
yertuc: P M BE
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M. B it fo, feeing you will have it fo,
let the people make laws and exccute them ;
and let Kings be as it were keepers of Regi-
fters.  But when laws feem to clafh, or are
not exat and perfpicudus enough in fan&ions,
will you allow the King no intercft or medling
here, efpecially fince you will have him to
judge all things by written laws, there muft
needs enfue many abfurdities. = And, that

1 may make ufe of a very common cxample of

that Jaw commended in the Schools. If a
ftranger fcale a wall, let him die, what can be
more abfurd than this, that the Author of a
publick fafety ( who have thruft down the e-
nemies prefling hard to be up) fhould be
drawn to punifhment, asif he had in hoftili-

ty attempted to fcale the walls,

B. TuAT is nothing.

M. You approve then  that old faying,
2he highef? juftice is the higheft injury.

B. I do indeed. If any thmg of this kind
come into debate, there is need of a meek in-
terpreter, who may not fuffer the laws which
are made for the good of all to be calamitous
to good men, and deprehended in no crime. ]

. You are very right, ncither is there
any thing clfe by me fought in all this difpute,
(if you have fufficiently noticed it) than that
Ciceronian Law might be venerable and in-
violable Salus populi fuprema Lex effo. 1f

- then any fuch thing fhall come into debate,

fo that it be clear what is good and juft, the
King’s
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King’s duty will be to advert that the Law
may reach that rule I fpoke of, but you in
behalf of Kings feems to require more, than
the moft imperious of them affuine. For you
know that this kind of queftions is ufually de-
fered to Judges, when Law feemeth to ge-
quire onc thing, and the Lawgiver another 3
even as thefe laws which arife from an ambi-
guous right or from the difcord of Laws a-

monoft themfclvcs Therefore in fuch cafes -

moft grievous contentions of advocates arife
in judicatories, and orators precepts are dili-
gently produced. ;

M. 1know thatto be done which you fay.
But in this cafe no lefs wrong feems to be
done to laws than to Kings. For I think it
better to end that debate prefently from the
faying of one good man, than to grant the
power of darkning rather than interpreting
laws to fubtile men, and fometimes to craf-
ty Knaves; for whilft not only contention
arifeth betwixt advocate for the caufes of par-
tics contending, but alfo for glory, contefts

are nourifhed in the mean time, right or wrong -

equity or iniquity is called in queftion ; and ’
what we deny to a King, we grant to men of
inferiour rank, who ﬂudy morc to debate
than to find out the truth.
|_B. You feem to me forgetful of what we
lately agreed upon.

M. WHAT is that ?

Pz B. Tuat
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B. Tuart all things are to be fo frecly
granted to an excellent King, as we have de-
fcribed him, that there might be no nced of
any Laws. But whilft this honour is confer-
cd to onc of the people, who is not much
more excellent than others, or even inferi-
our to fome, that frec and loofe licence from
laws is dangerous. !

M. Bur what iil doth that to the inter-
pretation of law.

B. VEry much. Perhaps you do not
confider, that in other words we reftore to
him that infinite and -immoderate power,
which formerly we denied to a King, name-
ly that according to his own heart’s luft he
may turn all things upfide down.

M. Ir Ldothat, then certainly I doit im-
prudently.

B. I fhall tell you more plainly, that you
may underftand it. When you grant the in-
terpretation of laws to a King, you grant him
fuch a'licence, as the law doth not tell what
the Lawgiver.ncaneth, or what is good and
equal for all in gencral but what may make
for the interpreter’s benefit, {o that he may
bend it to all adtions for his own benefit
or advantage, as the Lesbian-rule. Ap. Clan-
dius in his ‘Decemviratus, made a very juft
law, that in a liberal caufc or plea, furetics
fhould be granted for liberty. What more
clearly could have been fpoken. But by in-
terpreting the famc Author made his own law

ufelefs.
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ufclefs. You fees I fuppofe how much li- -
berty you give a Prince by one caft, namely
that what he pleafeth the law doth fay, what
pleafeth him not, it doth not fay. If we fhall
once admit this, it will be to no purpofc to
make good laws for teaching a good prince
his duty 5 and him in anill King. Yea; let
mec tell you more plainly, it would be better
“to have no laws at all, than that freedom to
fteal fhould be tolerate, and alfo honoured
under pretext of law.

M. Do you think that any King will be
fo imprudent, that he will not ar all have any
regard of the fame and opinion that all men
have of him? or that he will be {o forgetful
of his fubjedls, that he will degenerate into
their pravity, whom he hath reftrained by ig-
nominy, imprifonment, confifcation of goods,
and in a word with very grievous punifhments?

B. LT us not believe that thefe things
will be, if they had not been done not long
ago, and that to the cxceeding great hurt of
the whole world.

M. WuerEe do you tecll thefe things
were done ? :

B. Do youask, where? as if all the na-
tions in Europe did not only fee, but feel
alfo how much mifchief hath the immodcrate
power, and unbridled tyranny of the pope of
Rome brought upon humanc ‘affairs? Even'
that power which from {mall beginuning and
feemingly honeft he had gor, every man doth

P 3 knor



214 The due Privilege of
know that no lefs can be feared by .unwary
perfons. At firft, laws were propofed to us,
not only drawn out of the innermoft fecréts of
pature, but given by God himfelf, cxplain’d
by the prophets from the holy Spirit, at laft
by the Son of God, and by the fame God con-
firmed, committed to the writings of thofe
praifc worthy men, exprefled in their life,
and fealed with their blood. Neither is there
in the whole law any other place more care-
fully, commendably, or more clearly deli-
vered, than that of the office of Bifhops.
Now feeing it is lawful to no man to add any
thing to thefe laws, to abrogate or derogate
ought therefrom, or to change any thing
thefein, there did remain but one interpre-
tation, and whiltt the Pope did arrogate it,
he not only did opprefs the rcft of the
Churches, but claimed a tyranny the moft
crucl of all that ever were, daring to com-
mand not only men but Angels alfo, plainly
reducing Chrift into order, if this be not to
reduce him into order, that what thou wilt
have done in heaven, in earth and amongft
the damned in hell, be ratified ; what Chrift
hath commanded, lct it be ratified, if thou wilt
for, if the law feeni to make but little for your
behoof,interpreting it thus you may back-bend
it, fothat not only by’ your mouth, but al-
fo according to the judgment of your mind
Chrift is conftrained to fpecak. Chrift there-
fore fpeaking by the mouth of the Pope,
‘ Pipin
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Pipin is fet in Childericks place of govern-
ment, Ferdinandns of Arragon fubftitute to
Fohn King of Navarres the fon arofe in
arms againft his father, and fubjeéts againt
their King.  Chriftis full of poifon, thenhe
is forced by witches, fo that he kxllcth Hen-
ry of Luxemburg by poifon. :

M. 1 have heard thefe things often before,
but I defirc to hear more plainly fomewhat
of that interpretation of laws.

B. 1 fhall offer you one example, from
which you may eafily underftand, how much
this whole kind isabletodo. Thelaw is, A
Bifhop mutft be the husband of one wife, than
which law what is more clear, and what may
be faid more plain? one wife, .(faith theLaw )
onc Church, (faith the Pope) fuch is his
interpretation.  As if that law were made not
to reprefs the luft of Bifhops but their ava-
rice. Now this explanation, albeit it faith no-
thing to the purpofe, yet doth contain a judg-
ment honeft and pious, if he had not vitiated
thatlaw again by another interpretation. What
doth therefore the Pope devife for excufe? It
varieth (faith he) in regard of perfons, ca-
fes, places and times.” Somie are of that emi-
nent difpofition, that no number of Churches
can fatisfie their pride.  Some Churches a-
gain are o poor, that they cannot maintain
him who was lately a begging Moz, if he
now have a mitre, if he would maintain the
name of a Bifhop. There is a reafon in--

» P 4 vented
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vented from that crafty interpretation of the
law, that they may be called Bifhops of one
Church, "or other Churches given them in
Commendam, and all may be robbed. Time
would fail me, if I fhould reckon up the
cheats, which are daily éxcogitat againft ong
law. But albeit thefe things be nioft unbe-
feeming as well the name of aPope, as of a
Chrlfhan, yet their tyranny refts not here :
For fuch is the nature of all things, that
when they once begin to fall, thcy never
ftay until they fall headlong into deftru&ion.
Will you have me o fhow you this by a
famouys example ? Do you not remember up-
on any of the Roman Emperours blood,
who was mare cruel and wicked than C,
Caligula.
~ M. THERE was none that I know of.
+ B, Now what was his moft nefarious vil-
Jany think you? I do not fpeak of thofe
“deeds which Popes do reckon up in fome
referved cafes, but in the reft of his life,
* 2. 1 do not at prefent remember.
B. WaarT do you think of that, that
having called upon his he invited him
= _to fup with himsSct a golden grain of bar-
- lcy before him, and made him Conful ?
M. INDEED it was moft impioufly done, -
B, Waar think you of thar, how he
made the fame horfe his Colleague in the
Prictthood ¥
M. Do you tell me that in good ecarr
neft ? B, In-
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B. INDEED in good earneft, nor do I
admire that thefe thmns {eem to you feign-
ed. But that Roman _‘}‘uptter of ours hath
done fuch things, that thofe things done by .
Caligula may f{eem true to poﬁcnty Ifay
Pope Fulins the Third, who feems contend-
ed with C. Caligula, a moft wicked wretch,
for preheminence of impiety.

M. Wuart did he of that kind

B. He made his Ape-keeper, a man al-
moft more vile than the vileft beaft, his. Col—
league in the Papacy.

M. PERHAPS there was another caufe
of chufing him ? :
B. SoMmE are reported indeed, butIhave "
picked out the moft honeft. ~Seeing then fo
great a contempt, not only of the priefthood,

but alfo a forgetfulne(s of humanity arifing

from this freedom of interpreting laws, be-

ware you think that to be a fmall power.
M. Bur the ancients feem not to have
thought it fo great a bufinefs of interpret-
ing, as you would have it feem to be:
Which by this one argument may be un-
derftood, becaufe the Roman Emperours
granted it to lawyers; which one rcafon
doth overturn your whole tedious difputc,
nor doth it only refute what you fpoke of
the greatnefs of that power, but that alfo
which you moft fhun, it perfpicuoufly de-
glareth what power they granted to others
of anfwering rightly, was not denied to
them-
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themfclves, if they had been pleafed to ex-
ercife that office, or could have donc it by
reafon of greater affairs.

« B. As forthofc Roman Empcrours, whom

~

the Soldiers did chufe indeliberately, and .

without any regird to the ‘common good

of all, thefc fall not under this notion of |
Kings which we have defcribed fo that by

thofc that were moft wicked were they cho-
fen who for the moft part were moft wic-
ked, or elfc laid hold upon the Government
by violence. Now I do not reprehend them
for granting power to lawyers to interpret
the law. And albeit that power be very
great, as I have faid before, it is notwith-
ﬁandmrr more fafely concredited to them to
whom it cannot be an inftrament of tyran-
ny. Morcover it was concredited to many
whom mutual reverence did hold within the
bounds of duty, that if one decline from
equity, he might be refuted by another. And
if they fhould have all agreed together into
fraud; the help of the judge was above
them, who was not obliged to hold for law
whatever was given by Lawycrs for an
anfver. And over all was the Emperour,
who might punifh the breach of laws. They
being aftrited by fo-many bonds were hem-
med in, and did fear a more gricvous punith-
ment, than any reward of fraud they could
expe.: You fee, 1 fuppofc then that the

danger
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danget to be feared from fich kind of men
was net fo great, 0l 124

M. HAVE you no more ¥ to fay of a
Klno H

B FirsT, if you pleafe, lct us colle@t
toccther, what is already fpoken, fo thatthe
more cafily we may underftand, if any thing
be omitted.

M. 1 think we fhould do fo?

B. WE feemed to be at accord fufficient-
ly concerning the origine and caufe of cre-
ating Kings, and making laws; but of the
Lawgiver not fo: But at laft, though fome-
what unwillingly I feem to have confented,
being enforced by the firength of truth.

M. CErTAINLY you have not only
taken from aKing the power of command-
ing laws, but alfo of interpreting them, e-
ven whilft I as an advocate firongly pro-
tefted againft it. Wherein I am afraid, if
the matter come to publick hearing, left I
be accufed of prevarication, for having fo
cafily fuffered a good caufe, as it feemed at
firft, to be wrung out of my hands.

B. BE of good courage; for if any ac-
cufe you of prevarication in this cafe, I pro-
mife to be your defence.

M. Peruars we will find that fhortly.

B. THERE feems to be many kinds of
affairs which can be comprehended within
po laws; whereof we laid over a part on

ordinary
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ordinary judges, and a part on the King’s
council by the King’s confent.

M. I do remember we did {0 indeed. And
when you was doing that, wot you what
came into my mind?

B. How can I, unlefs you tell me?

M. MeTHOUHGT you made Kings ina
manner like ftone feals, which for the moft
part fo feem to lean on the tops of pillars, as
if they did fuftain the whole fabrick : where-
as in cffeét they bear no more burden, than
any other ftone.

B. WHaT! good advocate of Kings, do
you complain that I lay on them a little bur-
den, fecing both day and night they do no-
thing elfe, than feek out othegs to bear bur-
den avith them, or upon whom they may.
altogether lay the burden, and fo disburden
themfelves. And in the mean time you feem
to take it in ill part that I afford them help.
labouring under their burden.

M. 1 alfo very willingly admit thefe auxi-
liaries, but fuch would I have as may ferve,
but not command; fuch as may thew the way,
but not lead in the way, or more truly draw,
ot rufh them forward as fome warlike en-
gine, and leave a King no other power but
to aflent to them. Thercfore I prefently ex-
pedt, that having ended our difcourfe con-
cerning a King, you would ftep afide to fpeak
of Tyrants, or foméwhere elfc: For 'you
have inclofed aKing within fo narrow bounds,

that
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that am afraid, left, if we tarry longer there-
i, you drive him out of his Oreatcﬁ wealth,
and higheft dignity, and bamfh him, as it
were, into fome defert Ifland ; where, being
fpoiled of all his honour he wax old in po-
verty and mifery,

B. You feared, as you pretend, the crime
of prevarication ; but I am afraid, left in ca-
lumniating you' wrong the King, whom you *
endcavour todefend. Firft, I would nothave
him to be idle, unlefs you would appoint
idle mafter-builders: Secondly, you deprive
him of good minifters and friends, whom I
have ad)oyncd unto him, not as keepers, but

would have them called by him to bear a
" part of his labour; and thefe being driven
away, you furround him with a band of
knaves, who make him to be feared by his
fubje@ts : Neither do you think he will be
formidable, unlefs we allow him a great
power of doing wrong. I would have him
to be by his fubjc&s beloved ; not to be guard-
ed by the terrour, but good-will of his fiib-
je&s, which arms alone do make Kings in-
vincible. Unlefs you gainfay this, I truft I
thall fhortly prove it: For I fhall lead him
out of thefe you call ftraits into light; and
by one law fhall give him fo much autho-
rity and enlargement, that if he defire more,
he may fcem 1mprudent

M. INDEED [ long to hear that.

B. I
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B. 1 fhall then fall upon that matter, that

1 may fatisfy your defire as foon as I can.

A little before we have confefled, that no
law can be fo accurately cautioned concern-

. ing any affair, but that malicious fubtilty
may invent fome fraud. This, perhaps, will

# be the better underftood by the example al-
"~ ready propofed. By the law it is ordained,
", that no parents tranfmit their benefices to
- their baftards. Here, in effe, the law feems
'clcar, yet a cheat is found out; that the fa-
- ther fubftitute fome other man, and that he
" . may deliver that fame bencfice to the baftard
© of the former pofieflor. Thereafter, when
as it was carefully ordained by law, that the
{on fhould by no means cnjoy that benefice
which his father had poflefled before ; yet

by this caution it ‘was never a whit the bet-

ter : For againft thatlaw a pa&tion was found
out amongft pricfts, that cach of them fhould
fubflitute the fon of the other in his office.
And when that was alfo forbidden, the law
was alfo cluded by another kind of cheat:

‘A pretender was fet up againft the father,
who might pretend he had a right to that
benefice. Whilft the father feemingly is a
contending with this fuppofed fycophant,
the fon doth petition the Pope for the be-
nefice, if fo be that the right unto that be-
nefice belong not to mthcr of the parties
contending for it; and fo the fon, by his
father’s prevarication, doth enjoy his father’s

I benefice,

£l
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bcncncc, and overcometh both the partics,
who lehnﬂly and freely yield up their plea.
Thus you fee how many kinds of chcats arc
invented agam{’c one law,

M1 fed it.

B. Do not lawgivets feem to do altoge- .
ther-the fame herein which phyficians do,
who whilt they endeavour by applying a
plaifter to compefce the eruptions of flegm, .
or of fome other hurtful humour, the hu-
mour reftrained in one.place feeks iffie in
‘many places at onces and, as a certain ' Ay-
dra, having on¢ head cut off, many. heads
<tart up in placc of one.

M. NorHIiNG more like.

B. WHaT wis incumbent for a phyf i-
cian to do at firft for freeing the whole bo-
dy at once of peccant humours. - Qught not
the politick phyfician to do the fame in this
cafe, for freeing the whole commonwealth
of evil manners ?

M. I think that to be the right way of
cure, albeit it'be difficult.

B. A Nbpif this can be_ obtairied, I think
there would be need of few laws.

M. It is indeed fo.

B. Dotn not he alone feem to confcr
more for the publick good who can apply
this remedy, than all'the conventions of all
cftates met for making of laws?

M. DouBTLESs far more. But that I
may make ufc of the -comick :pdets worﬁs

who



224 The due Privilege of
who is able to undertake fo weighty 2
charge.

- B. WHaT if we fhall lay it over on the
King?

M. MERRILY fpoken indeed. What
was foon done and cafy you have commit-
ted to the whole people s but if any thing
be difficult and intricate, you will lay it o-
ver upon the King alone, as if you thought
him not fufficiently bound tying him round
about with fo many fetters, unlefs you lay
upon him a moft grievous burden, under
which he may alfo fuccumbe.

B. It is not fo, but we contend for a
bufinefs eafy for him to be done; we be-
feech, he would fuffer himfelf to be exora-
ble.

M. WHaT is that, T pray §

B. TuaT as fathers ought to carry to-
wards their children, fo in all his life he
would behave himfelf towards his fubje&s
whom he ought to account as children.

M. Wuart is that to the purpofe in
hand :

B. SurRELY this one is certainly the
chiefeft remedy againft corrupt manners; and
left you fuppofe that it is an invention of
mine, hear what Clandianys faith : < Thou,
“ King, muft as a father rule thy fubjects;
“ and no lef§ have a care of all, than of thy
“ felf : Let not thy own defire only move
 thee, but alfo the publick defires of thy

& peo-
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t people. If thou commandeft ought to be
« done by all; and to be obeyed, obey the
« fame firft thy felf: Then will the people
<« become the more obfervant of equity;
« ' nor will refufe to bear any burden; when
¢ they fec their King himfelf obedient to
« what he commands.. The whole world
« doth a&t conform to the example of a
« King. The laws of Kings prevail not fo
<« much to incline mens minds unto obe-
<« dience, as the converfation of the Rulets
< for the fluCuating multitude doth always
¢ change as their Prince doth. * - Do not
imagine that the Poet, pregnant for under=
ftanding and learning, did:in vain belicye
{o great force to be herein ; for people are
fo additted to the imitation of Kings, in
whom any image of-honefty doth fhine or
appear, and {o endcavour to cxprefs their
manners, that whofe virtue they admire;
they endeavour alfo toimitate fome of their
vices in fpeech, apparel; in deport : But in
conforming themfelves to the King in -ge-
flure, manners of fpeech, they not only de«
firc to imitate him, but alfo by flattery théy
infinuate themfelves into the minds -of great
ones, and by thefe arts they hunt after riches,
honour and preferment, - becaufe they know
we have it by nature, that we love not only
our felves, and our‘own concerns, but em-
brace our own likenefs, though viciods. in
others.  Now that which. we demand,; not
- wickedly

~
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wickedly and arrogantly, butby! intreaty en-
deavour to obtain, hath a’ far greater force,
than the threatnings of Jaws, the oftentation
of punifhments; ~or armies of foldicrs. This
reduceth a people without force: into mode-
fty, conciliateth to a King his fubjeéts good-
“liking, increafeth’ and  maintaineth’ the pub-
-tick~ tranquillity, “and the wealth-of cvery
one ‘feverally. ¢ Let: therefore. a” King' care-
* fully confider, that he is fct on theTheatre
of the world, ‘and for a fpe&tacle . propofed
to all, fo as no’ word' or deed -of his can be
concealed. * The vices of Kings can mever be
kept fecret.” ' For- the fupreani light ‘of Fate
fuffers nothing 'to'lie- hid in ‘obfcurity, and
Fame enters into’ all fecret places, ‘and finds
out obfcure corners. O -how much doth it
conicern Kings to be circum(pettion all hands!
feeing ncither their vices nor their virtues can
be' concealed, nor ‘yet without 'a great uni-
verfal change of affairs. © Bue.if ‘any do yet
doubt, what great importance thete is'in the
converfation of a Prince, - for the emendation:
of " the publick ‘difcipline, ‘let him take but
a_view ‘of the fmall beginning of the ftatc
of Rome.  'That rude people, confifting of
thepherds “and country: inhabitants, I.fhall
not fay worfe, naturally fierce, having got a
vety “couragious King, and having pitched
once’ their tents, for foliciting the peace of
the “neighbonring nations, and provoking
them to fight, how much do you- think of
; : hatred
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hatred and fear wasbred in their neighbours !
When again that very fame people had fet
over them 2 pious and juttKing, they werd
fo fuddenly changed, that being wholly de-
voted to the wor‘fhip of ‘their' Gods, 'and td
alts of juftice, that to wrong them theit-
ncighbours judged it a crime; even thofe .
very neighbours, 1 fay,’ whofe lands before .
they ‘had laid wafte, whofe cities' they had .
burnt, and their children and kinfmen they
had carried away into bondage.  Now if in
that barbarity of manners, and rudencs of °
times, Numa Pompilius, (who a little befote
was brought out of: another nation at:enmi=
ty with them, and miade King) could ‘do fo
much ; what fhail we expe&, or rather what
fhall we not expe& ‘of thofe Princes; who
being fupported by affinity, vaffals, and much
wealth lefe them by their ‘anceftors, obtain
the government, and arc born and brought
tip in expectation thereof ¥ Now how much
thould it flir‘up their minds unto virtue, that
they hope to "have ‘the praife,” not of one
day, asStage-playets do, the {cene beirig once
paft, but the good-will, admiration, and per=
petual’ rcmembrancc of theirlife to 4ll pofte-
rity, and know that honours in heavest ate
prepared: for them ¥ T with I could exprefS in
words - the” reprefentation of that “honout,
which in mind I have concéived.  Now that
I may fomeéwhat propofe unto your view the
fame. by fome of the firft draughts and linea-

Q. = ments
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ments thereof, confider with yourfclf, how
the brazen ferpent, ereéted by Mofés in the
Defert of Arabia, did heal the wounds made
by other ferpeats, by a very look of the
people thercon. I imagine, that out of the
whole people there were fome flung by fer-
pents, and running together for prefent cure,
others aftonithed at the newnefs of the mi-
racle, and all celebrating with all kind of
praifc the immenfe and incredible good-
nefs of God: when they perceive that the
pain of -that deadly wound was not ta-
ken away, cither by medicaments, with the
torment of the patient, by the phyficians
labour and afliduous carefulnefs offriends, nor
by any long fpace of time, but reduced unto
health ih a moment. Compare now a King
with that ferpent, and fo compare him, that
you may reckon a good King amongft the
greateft benefits of God; who alone, with-
out any ecxpence of thine, and without thy
pains and labour, doth relieve a Kingdom of
all its troubles, fetleth perturbations, and in
a fhort fpace bringeth the inveterate ulcers
of minds unto a cicatricc or fcar: ncither
is he only a procurer of health to thofe
who behold him near at hand, but alfo to
fuch as arc a far off; and have no hope to
fee him, in whofe image fo great a force is
prefented to the minds of his fubjeds, that
it doth cafily perform what the prudence of
Lawyers, the {cicnce of Philofophers, and

the
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the expericnce of {o many ages in colle&ing
their {everal ares could never perform.  Now
what greater honour, dignity, eminency or
majefty can be teld or excogitate to be in
any man, that by {peech, convc1fe, fight,

fame, and a tacity fpecics prefented to “the
mind, he may reduce the moft luxurious to
modefly, the violent to equity, and thofe that
arc furious unto a right mind. Can you ask

of ‘God a greater benefic than this fo much for
the good of man’sconcerns? If I miftake not,

this is the truc reprefentation of a King,not that
of a King guarded with weapons of war, e-

ver fearing others, or making others afraid,

Dy his hatred ‘towards his people meafuring
his peoples hatred againft him. This rcprf'

fentation which we haw given, Seneca in his
Thyeffes hath exprefled in very pleafant co-
lours, which verfe I doubt not but you know,

{ceing it 4s moft clegant. Do 1 now feem
to fpeak bafely and contemptuoufly of aKing?
and bind him faft loaded' with the fetters of
daws within a goal, as you did latcly fay?
And not rather do bring him forth into light, -
and aflemblics of men, and fet him uporr'the
publick Theatre of mankind, accompanied not
with the arregant company of archers and

armed men, and rogues cloathed in filk, but
guarded in fafety by his own innocency, not
with the terror of arms, but by the love of
his people’s and not only at freedom and fet
aloft, but honoured venerable, facred, and

Q 3 cml-
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eminent, and coming forth with the good
wifhes and fortunate acclamations of the pea-
ple, and whitherfoever he goeth, turning the
faces, eycs and hearts of all towards hun.
What acclamation, or what trinmph can be
compared with this daily pomp ? 'or if God
in human likenefs fhould come down into
earth, what greater honour could be given ©
him by men, than that which would be given
to a true King, that isto-tlie lively image of
God? for ncither can love beftow, nor flat-
tery invent a greater honour than this. ' What
do yon think of this r¢prefentation: of g
l(lno H

M. So fplendid and maomﬁccnt indecd it
is, that it feems nothing can be’ {aid-or ima-
gined more magniﬁccnt.‘ But in thefc cor-
‘,rupt times of ours, it is hard to find this mag-
nanimity,unlefs careful education make anho-
neft and good nature and difpofidon.  For
the mind being principled with good inftru-
éions and aéts from infancy, and by age and
daily practicc confirmed, endeavours by ver-
tue to attain to true glory 5 inwain it is temp-
ted by the allurements of lufts, or weakned
by the impreflions of adveifity. For thus
learning doth perfe@t natural parts, and good
breeding doth firengthen the mind ; fo that
it ﬁndcth occafion of cxercifing vertue amongft
the very. recreations of pleafurcs, and. thefe
things which ufually terrific weak ones, by
Feafon of difficylty, vertue doth account them
as
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as a matter ‘of pr:ufe Sceing then there is
{o great importance in dearning for all conditi-
ons of life, with what great care and folicitude
fhould men forefee,  that the tender minds of
Kings be rightly principled, even from their
very mfancy For fecing many are the bene-
fits of good Kings>towards their . Sub-
je&s, and  contrary-wife, many ' calamitics
proceed from wicked Princes, than nothing
doth feem to have a greater influence upon
every rank of men, than the carriage and con-
verfation of Kings and others, who jointly
rule publick affairs. - “For whar is done well
or ill by private perfons, is for the moft patt
hid from the multitude ; or by reafon of fuch
mens obfcure condition tlicir example belong-
cthto few. Butall the ‘words and deeds of
thofe,  who .hold the helm of publick af-
fairs, cannot be concealed; being: written as

it were in a publick monument, ' as Horace

faith, but are fet before all men for imitati-
on. Fortheydo not turn men’s affetions to
themfelves by ftudying to pleafe them,: but
by very kindly allurements of .utility. + And
whither foever the inclinations of ‘Kings do
drive, they make the publick difcipline wheele
about with themy. But I am afraid, that our
Kings will not be intreated to perform what
you have now mentioned. 1 For they.are fo
marred by the allurements of pleafures, and
deceived with the falfe thew of honour,. that
I think they do almoft chat'which fome Poets

Q4 Ay report
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report to have befallen the Trojans who were
in company at fea with Parss.  For the true
Helena being left in Egypr with Prothens a
holy and truely religious man, they did con-
tend {o pertinacioufly the fpace of ten ycars

\ for her likenefs, that it was the end of a mofk
pernicious war,”and of the moft flourifhing

" Kingdom in thofe times. ~ For impotent Ty-

A\l / rants cmbracing that falfe reprefentation of a

/\ Kingdom, when they have once obtained it
by right or wrong, cannot lofe it without de-
firuétion. Now if any do admonifh them,
that the true Helena for whom they imagine
to fight, is elfewhere concealed, they would
‘call him mad.

B. T am indecd glad that you fomewhat
underftand the beauty of that tiue daughter of
Fupiter from this her likenefs, fuch as it is,
albeit you do not fee her &If.  But if thefe
lovers of that Helena, to their great damage,
did fec the perfe&t image of the true Helena,
pourtrayed with her lively colours by fome
Protegenes or Appelles, I do not queftion
but they would admire her and fall in love
with her.  And if they did not command
their affections to enjay that other, they might
fall into thofe gricvous punifhments, which
Perfeus in his Satyres doth imprecate an Ty-
rants. O fupream Father of the Gods, be
plealed thus to punith cruel Tyrants, when a-
ny execrable laft dipt in raging poifon doth
flir up their fpirits, lct them fee what vertue
455 is,
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ts, and let them pine away for forrow, be-
caufe they defpifed her. [And therefore fee-
ing we are fallen in to make mention of Ty-
rants, may it pleafe you, that ftreight way we
proceed to fpeak of them? |

M. Yes, unlefs you think fome other
thing thould be firft fpoken.

B. 1 fuppofe we fhall not deviate, if we
proceed in the fame footfteps for finding out a
Tyrant, wherein we did infift in fecking oyt
a King.

M. 1think fo. For by that means we fhall
very cafily underftand what difference there is
betwixt them, if fet one againft another they
be duly confidered.

B. A ~N'D firft of all that we may begin at
a Tyrant’s name, of what language, it is un-
certain. I therefore think it now neceflary
for us to feck therein the Greeck or Latin.
Etymology. Now what the ancients did call
Tyraggy, I think is not unknown to any
who are well verfed in human literatyre. For
Tyrants were called both by the Greeks and
Latines, who had the full power of all things
in their hands, which power was not aftrié-
cd by any bonds of Laws, nor obnoxious to
the cognition of Judges. Therefore in both
languages, as you know, not only the noble
heroes, and moft famous men, but the chief-
cft of the Gods, and fo Jupiter alfo is called
Tyrannus ;5 and that even by thofe who both
think and fpcak honourably of the Gods.

AM I
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M. 1know indeed that well enough ; and
therather I much admire, whence it is comeé
to pafs; ‘that that name now for fo many ages
is accounted odious, - and 'alfo: amongft the
moft grievous reproaches.

B. I't feems certainly to have fallen out in
this word, which happeneth to be in many
othets ; for if 'you confider the ‘nature of
words, it hath noevilinit. And albeit fome
words have a more pleafant found in the ears
of hearers, and others a more unpleafant, yet
of themiclves they have no fuch thing, 'fo as
to ftir up the mind to wrath, hatred, or hi-
larity, or otherwife to create pleafure or pain
and trouble. If any fuch thing befall us, that
happens to fall ‘out ufually, net’from- the
-word, but from'the confiictude of men, and
image thercof ' conctived by “the hearers.
Thetefore a word which amongft fome men
is honeft, amongft -others ‘cannot be  heard
without: fome preface of, wirh reverence.

M. T remember that the like is befallen the
names of Nero and Fudas, whereof the one
amongft the' Romans, and the other amongft
the Fews was accounted by great men very
famous and honourable. " But thereafter by
o fault of thefe names, but of thefe two men,
it hath come to pafs, that even the moft fla-
nmous men will fiot have thefe names to be
given to their children 5 they being burlcd un-
der fuch infamy.

B. THE
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B. Tue famealfo is perfpicuous tohave
befallen the word Tyrant, for it is credible;
that the fieft Magiftrates, who were thus cal-
led, were good men: or from hence, that
this name was fometime {o honourable, that
it was attribute to the Gods.. But thofc that
came afterward made it fo infamous by their
wicked deeds, that all men abhorred it as
contagious and peftilentious, :and thought ita
more light reproach to be called an hang-man
than a Tyrant.

M. PErRuAPS it was the fame as befell
the Kings in Rome aftcr the Tarquinii were
depofed in the name Dicfor after, M. An-
tonsns and P. Dolabelln were Confuls.

B. JusTt fo. And on the contrary, bafe
and vulgar names have been made famous by
the vertue of men called thereby. As amongft
the Romans, Camillus, Metellus, Scropha :
and amongft the Germans, Henry, Genferick,
Charles, ~ This you fhall the better under-
ftand, if taking away the name of Tyrant,
you confider the thing, notwithftanding thag
this kind of government hath continued in
its former honour and refpect amongft many
famous nations, as the ¢ Z&fjmnetz amongft
the Grecians, and the ‘Diélators amongft the
Romans ; for both were lawful Tyrants.
Now Tyrants they were, being more power-
ful than the laws; but lawful they were, as
being chofen by confent of the people.

M, WHAT
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M. Whuat am I hearing? Tyrants and
yet lawful } Indeed I did cxpc& a far other
thing from you; but now you feem to con-
found the differences of all Kings and Ty- ;
rants.

B. InpeED both Kings and Tyrants a-
mongft the ancients feem to have been alto-
octhcr onc and the fame 5 but I fuppoft in di-
vcrfc ages s for I think thc name of Tyrants
‘were morc ancient 5 thereafter when they be-
came weary of the name, in their place fic-
ceeded Kings by a more plaufible name, and
niore ﬂcntlc government, and when they al-
fo bwan to degenerate, the moderation  of
laws were adhibited, which might fet limits
to the boundlefs lufts of their government.
Now men‘according to the exigence of times,
and their ufial way, fecking out new reme-
dics became weary of the old way of goveri-
ment, and fought out new ways. Now our
prefent purpofcisto handle both kinds of go-
vernment, namely that wherein as well the
the government of Kings as of laws is the
moft powerful 5 and the worflt kind of Ty-
ranny, whercin all things arc contrary to a
Kingdom, and have undertaken to compare
them onc with another.

M It isfo. Andl eamcﬂlv expeét you
would fall upon that.

B. AT firft then tve had agreed, that a
King was creared for maintaining human fo-
cicty, and we detel.mncd hlS oﬁi»c and duty,

: that
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that by the prefeript of laws he fhould allow
cvery man his own.

M. I do remember that. - i

B. First then, he ‘that doth not re-
ceive a government by the will of the peo-
ple, but by force invadeth it, or intercept-
cth it by fraud, how .fhall we call him? =

M. 1 fuppofe, a Tyrant. f

B. Tuere be alfo many other differences,
which 1 fhall briefly run through, becaufe any -
man may cafilly colle@t them from Arifforle 5
for the government of Kings is according to
nature, but that of Tyrants is not A King
doth rule his fubje@s, and reign over themy
by their own confent. Tyrants reign over
them nill they, will they. A Kingdom is a
principality of a free man among free men:
Tyranny is a principality of a Mafter over
hisflaves. For defence of a Kings fafety the
fubjedls watch and ward, for a Tyrant for-
rainers do watch to opprefs the fubjedts. The
one beareth rule for the fubjeéts welfare, the
other for himfelf. © :

M. Wuart doyoufay of thofe who have
gotten into their hand thé fupream authority
by force and without the people’s confent, and
yet for many years did {o 'rule, that the peo-
ple were not weary of their government?
for what could be wanting in Hrera the Syra-
cufan King, orin Cofino de Medices the Flp-
rentine Duke to make them juft Kings, ex-
cept the people’s fuffrages 2

' GES B. In-

).
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_B. INDEED we cannot cxeme them ouf
of the number of Tyrants. For it was nobly
fpoken by a notable Hiftorian, albeit you may
indeed rule your country and friends by vio-
Jence and force,- and correét their faults, yet
it is unfeafonable. Then again, fuch do feem
to do juft like robbers, who cunningly di-
viding their ill gotten goods, do feek the praifc
of )ufhce by injury, ‘and of liberality by rob-
bery, yet do not obtain what they hunt for §
by the odioufiiefs of one ill deed they lofe alt
the thanks of their oftentative bounty, and fo
much the lefs affurance of their civil difpofi-
tion do they give their fubjedts, and thar be-
caufe they do not that for their fubjetts good;
but for their own government, namely, that
they the more fecurcly may enjoy their own

- luftsand pleafures, and eftablith a fovereignty

over the pofterity to come, having fomewhat
mitigated the people’s hatred.  Which when
they have once done, they turn back again
to their old manners. For the fruit which is
to follow may eafily be known by the fower
ther¢of. For he hath the fame firength and
power to revoke all things at his pleafure, and
to transfer unto himifelf the firength of all laws.
Even asif he wou'd abrogate all laws. But this
kind of Tyrants had been perhaps tolerable, if
without the common deftruction of all it could
have been taken away, evenas we do endure
fome bodily difcafes rather than throw our life
into the hazard of adoubtfome cure. But they
~ha who -
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who bear rule, notfor their country’s good, but
for their own felfinterefts, have no regard to the
publick utility, but to their own pleafure and
luft, they place the ftability of their authority in
the people’s weaknefs, and think that a King~
dom is not a procuration coneredited to them’
by God, but rather a prey put into their
hands.  Such are not joined to us by any
civil bond, or bond of humanity, but {hould
be accounted the greateft enemies of God and
of all men. For-all the ations of Kings
fhould aim at the publick fafety of their fub-
je&s, and not at their own wealth. By how
much Kings are raifed above other men; fo
much fhould they imitate .the-celeftial: bodies,
‘which having no good offices of ours given
to them; yet do infufe on human affairs a
vital and bountifi) vertue of hear and light.
Yea the very titles wherewith we have ho-
noured Kings (if you remember ) might put
them in-mind of their munificence.

M. MeTHINKS | remember, namely, that
they fhould ufe a paternal .indulgence towards
their fubjefts committed to them as towatds
children;; the carc of a fheepherd in procu- =
ring their profit; as Generals in maintaining,
their fafety, - as governours in excellency of
vertues, and as Emperors commanding thofe
things which might be ufeful.

B. CaN _he then be called a father, who
accounts his fubjects {laves? or a thepherd,
who doth not feed his flock, but devoureth

them?
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them? or a Pilot, who doth always ftudy to
make fhiprack of the goods in his fhip, and
who (asthey fay) makes a lcek in the very
thip wherein he fails?

M. By no means,

B. Waar is hethen, who doth not rule
for the people’s good, but fill doth all for
himfelf, who doth not ftrive with good men
in vertue, but contendeth to exceed the moft
flagitious wretch in vices? who leadeth his
fubjes into manifeft {nares ?

M. INDEED fuch fhall not be by me ac-
counted cither a General, or Emperor, or Go-
vernour. :

B. 1r you then fhall fee any ufurping the
name of a King, and in no kind of vertue
excelling any of the people, but inferior to
many therein, not fatherly affe@tionate to-
wards his fubjecs, but rather opprefling them
by arrogant domineering, and that thinketh
the people is concredited to him for his own
gain and not for their fafegnard 3 will you

. imagine that fuch"a man is truly a King, al-
beit he goes vapouring with a great many in
guard about him, and openly be feen with
gorgeous apparcl, and make a thew of pu-
nifhments; can he conciliate the people, and
catch their applaufe by rewards, games, pom-
pous fhews, and even mad underminings, and
what ever is thought to be magnificent ; will
you, I fay, account fiicha man aKing

M. Noz
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M. Nor indeed, if I would tnderftand
my felf aright, but void of all human focie-
ty.
1 B. WituiN what limits do you cir-
cumicribe human fociety. ‘
M. Wi1rtHIN thevery fame limits where-
in by your preceeding difcourfe you feemed
to include it, namely within the hedge of
laws. Which whofoever tranfgrefs, bethey
Robbers, Thieves, or Adulterers, I {ee them
publickly punifhed, and that to be accounted
a juft caufe of their punithment, becaufe they
tranfgreffed the limits of human fociety.

B. WHAaT fay you of thofe, who would
never once enter within thefc hedges?

M. 1 think they fhould be accounted enc-
mies to God and men, and reckoned amongft
wolves, orfome other kind of noifome beafts,
rather than amongft men; which whofoever
doth nourifh, he nourifheth them for his own.
deftru&tion and others; and whofoever killeth
them, doth not only good to himfelf, but to
all others. But if I had power to make alaw,
I would command ( which the Romans were
wont to do with monfters ) fuch kind of men
to be carried away into folitary places, or to
be drowned in the depths of the {ea afar from
the fight of any land, left by the contagion
of their carcafes they might infe&t other men.
And rewards to the killers of them to be dif-
cerned not only by the whole people, but by
every particular perfon 5 as ufeth to be done

to
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to thofc who have killed wolves or bears,
or apprehended their whelps. For if fucha
montfter fhould be born, and fpeak with a
man’s voice, and have the face of a man,
and likenefs of other parts, I would have no
fellowfhip with him ; or if any man divefted
of humanity fhould degenerate into fuch
cruclty, as he would not mecet with other
men but for their deftruion, I think he
fhould be called a man no more than Satyres,
Apes, or Bears, albeit they fhould refemble
countenance, gefture and fpeech.

B. Now, if I miftake not, you under-
ftand what a King, and what a Tyrant the
wifeft ancients meant in their writings. | Will
it pleafe you then that we propofe fome Idea
of a Tyrant alfo, fuch as we gave in fpeaking
of aKing?

M. Yes, that1do earneftly defire, if it be
not a trouble to you.

B. You have not forgot, I fuppofe, what
by the poets is fpoken of the furies, and by
our divines of the nature of evil fpirits,

namely that thefe fpirits are enemies of man-
kind, who whilft they are in perpetual tor-
ments yet do rejoice in the torments of men.
This is indeed the true Idea of Tyranny. But
becaufe this Idea can only be difcerned in the
imagination, but not by any of the fenfes,
I fhall fet before you another Idea, which not
only the mind may difcern, but the fenfes at-
fo perceive, and as it were reprefented to the
: very
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very eye. Imagine you fee a fhip toffed by
~waves in the fea, and all the {hoares round a«
bout not only without haven or hatbour but
alfo full of moft cruel enemiés, and the Ma-«
fter of the fhip in conteft with the company,
and yet to have no other hope of fafety than
in their fidelity, and the fame not certain,
as knowing well that he puts his life into the
hands of a moft barbarous kind of men, and
void of all humanity, whom by money he
may hold trufty, and who for greater gain
may be conduced to fight againft him. Such
indeed is that life which Tyrants embrace as
happy. They are afraid of enemies abroad,
and of their fubjeéts at home, and not only
of their fubjetts, but of their domeflicks,
kinsfolk, brethren, wives, children, and near
relations.  And therefore they have always
war, cither a foreign war with their neigh<
bours, civil war with their fubje&s, or a do-
meftick war within doors, or elfe they are ftill
in fear thereof. Neither do they exped aid
any where but by a mercenary way, they dare
not hire good men, nor can they truft bad
men; what then in all their life can be to
them pleafant? Dionyfins would not lét his -
daughters once become women to trim him,
fearing to let the razor come to his throat.
Temoleon was killed by his own brother, 4/-
exander ‘Phereus by his own wife, and §p.
Casfis by his own father. He that flill hath
fuch examples fet before his eyes, what 2

R-2 torture
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torture do you imagine he carryeth about in
his breaft? feeing he thinks that he isthe mark
fet for all mankind to fhoot at. Neither is
he only while awake tormented with thefe
tortures of confcience, but alfo is awaked out
of his flecp by terrifying fights both of the
living and dead, and agitate by the fire-brands
of hellith furies. For the feafon which na-
ture doth'grant for reft to all creatures, and
alfo to men for rclaxation of their cares, to
him is turned into horrours and punifh-
ment. :

M. ForsoortH you have handled thefe
things very acutely, but 1know not if truly
alfo, but yee, if I miftake not, they make
not fo much for our purpofe. Forthey who
have the power to chufe what Kings they
pleafe, in them is the power to bind by laws
fuch as they have chofen. But youw know
that :our Kings are not chofen, but born
Kings. To whom I have always thought it
to be no-lefs hereditary, that their will and
pleafure’ thould ftand for law, than the
Kingdom itfelf. Nor am I rafhly induced
to be of this opinion, but convinced by fe-
veral great authors, with whom I am nota-
fhamed to be miftaken, (if atall I beinany
miftake or error.) For not to make menti~
on of others, Lawyers do affirm, that by the
royal law which is made for the govern-
ment of Kings, all the people’s power is fo
tran{mitted into them, that their will and

pleafure
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pleafurc fhould be accounted for laws. - And
indeed from this law did thofe threatnings of
a certain Emperor arife, that he would quite
take away from Lawyers all their {cience,
wherein they fo much boaft, by one edict.

B. You do very well, that whilft you
cite a moft wicked author of one of the great-
eft deeds, thought good to fupprefs his name,
For that was C. Caligula, who wifhed but one
neck for all the pecople of Rome. Now in
that Emperor there was nothing of a man,
far lefs of a King, befide his fhape, you are
not then ignorant how much authority may
be due to him. But as for the royal law,
what it is, when, by whom, and in what
words it was made, the very Lawyers make no
‘mention. Forthat power was never in any
of the Roman Emperors, fecing from them
appeals were made to the people. But that
ordinance, whereby L. Flaccus having op-
prefled the liberty of the people of Rome,
eftablifhed by the filence of other laws; the
Tyranny of L. Syllz, no man did ever hold
for a law. For of that ordinance fuch was -
the ftrength, that whatever L. §y//a had done,
fhould be ratified; which law never any free
people was fo infatuate, as willingly to per-
mit to be impofed on them.  Or if any fuch
were, he were indeed worthy to ferve perpe-
tually Tyrantes, and be punifhed for his folly. -
But if any fuch law have been, let us think

B 3 it
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it was an example propofed to us for caution,
but not for imitation.

* M. InpEED you admonifh well. But
that admonition bglongeth to them in whofe
power it is to create fuch Kings as moft pleafe
them, but to us it doth not at all belong, who
do not by fuffrages ele@ the beft Kings, but
accept of thofe that by chance are given us.
That alfo of acertain Lawyer {eems proper-
ly to quadrate with us, who have given to
our King’s Anceflors that right and authority
over us and our pofterity, that they and their
pofterity fhould perpetually hold their Empire
and authority over us. I wifh then you had
admonithed them (1 mean out “nceffors)
who once had it in their own power entirely
to admit fuch Kings as they pleafed. But now

- that counfel of yours too late ferves only for
this, not to amend the faults that are not in
~our power, but deplorc our Anceftor’s folly,
and acknowledge the mifery of our conditi-

on. For what can be lcft to thofe that are
made flaves, but to be punithed for other

- men’s folly } and that our punifhment may be
made more light, let us affwage them by pati-
ence 5 let us not provoke their wrath, by tu-
multuating importuncly, whofe dominion o-

ver us we cannot caft off, nor diminifh their

> power, nor flec from their force or weaknefs.
Now that royal law, to which you are fo
much an adverfary, was not made in favour

of Tyrants, as you would have it fcem to be,
becaufc

‘
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becaufe it was approved by Faftinian a very
jutt Prince.  With whom fo plain flattery
would not have had place. - For with a foolifh
Prince, of the Poct would prevail that whoms
doth falfé honour belp, or lying infamy terrifie,
out a lewd man and a lyar s .

B. INDEED Fuftinian, as hiftory reports,
was a great mighty man albeit fome do re-
port him to have been cruelly ingrate to Bek
lefarins. -But let him be fuch as you judge
he was, yet you may remember, that it is
recorded by fome almoft of thar fame age
with him, that Trsbonius, achief man amongft
the compilers of thefc laws, was a very wick-
ed man, and {fo might eafily be induced to
gratific alfo a very bad Prince. But even
good Princes do not hate this kind of flat-
tery.  For even thofe who will not kill any *
man, do yet defire to have it in their power,
and there is nothing which he dare not believe
of himfelf, feeing his power equal to that
of the Gods s commended. But let us return
to our own Princes; to whom you fay the
Kingdom doth come by inheritance and not
by fuffrages. Now of our own only I fpeak,
for if I {hall digrefs to fpeak of foreign Prin-
ces, I fear left our difcourfe become more
prolix than we intended.

M. 1think you fhould do fo. For foreign
'ixlﬁ'airs do not much belong to our difpute in

and.

R 4 B. Tuat
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B. Tuat I may therefore begin at the
firft principles.  This is fufficiently agreed
upon, that our Princes were chofen for their
virtue, who would govern others. .

M. So do the writers of our affairs re-
cord.

B. NoRr is this lefs known, that many
who have reigned cruclly and wickedly have
been called to account by their fubjedts;
fome adjudged to perpetual imprifonment,
others punifhed partly by exile, and partly by
death, againft whofe Kkillers no inquifition
was ever made, even when their fons or
kinfmen were affumed into their ftead.  But
who ever had killed good Kings, were moft
feverely punifhed, fo as no where elfe was
murther more feverely revenged.  And be-
caufe it would be tedious to rehearfe every
one, I fhall produce fome few of thefc laft
Kings, whofe memory is moft recent. The
- -nobility did fo’gricvoufly punith the murther
of Fames the ficft, (having left as heir his fon
« of fix years of age) that by a new and exqui!
fiee kind of punifhment they put to death fe-
veral perfons of very eminent families, and
peers of the land, both for wealth and vaffa-
lage eminent: On the contrary, who did
condolc the death of Fames the third, a man
flagitious and ¢ruel ? far lefs revenge it} But
in thc death of 7477165 the fourth hls {on, the
{ufpicion of the crime was punifhed with
death, neither were owr anceftors pioufly in-

clined
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clined towards good Kings, but alfo gentle
and merciful towards wicked Kings. For
when one of King Cwlen’s enemies had kil-
led him in his journey, whilft he is coming
to give an account of his adminiftration, he
was fevercly punifhed by a fentence of the -

Eftates of Parliament. And likewife was *
punifhed as an enemy he who had killed -

Ewvenus in prifon, who had been adjudged -

to perpetual bonds. And the violent death

or parricide of him they punithed, whofe
wicked and vicious lifc all men had hated.

M. 1 do not fo much enquire at prefent
what fome time hath been done, as by what
right Kings reign amongft us.

B. THAT we may therefore return there-
unto, as in our firft Kings until Kenneth the
third, who firft fetled the kingdom in his
own family, it is very clear what was the
peoples power in creating their Kings, and -
taking order with them, even {0 it is necef: -
fary we know, that he either did that againft
the peoples will, or by perfwafion obrained
it.

M. Tuar cannot be denied.

B. MoREOVER, if by force he compelled
the people to obey him, then how foon the
people began to have confidence in their own
- firength, thcy might have caft off that vio-
lent yoke of Government impofed upon
them : Sceing all laws received by kings and
pcoplc do pronounce, and nature itfelf doth

(call
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call for it, that whatever is done by force and
violence, may be undone by the like violence.

M, Waar if the people, being by fraud
circumvented, or by fear forced, did furren-
der themfelves into that flavery ; what for
excufe can be pretended, but that they per-
petually continue in that cafe, into which it
was once agreed they were to be in?

B. 1¥ you debate with me from that a-
greement, what cxcufe there is for undoing
the fame. I fhall on the other hand lay
down fome reafons why pactions and agree-
ments may be diffolved. And firft of all,
fuch as ate made through force or fear, in
all commonwealths, conecrning thefe there
is a fure law, drawn from Nature’s {pring.
Laws allow reftitution to be fully made to
fuch as are by frand circumvented, and think
that it {hould be kept for pupils, and fuch
other perfons, who by juft law . they would
have to be defended. 'What affembly there-
fore of men can require more juftly to have
reftitution, than a whole pcople, to whom
the wrong is done, which indeed is not done
againft one part of the commonwealth, but
floweth far abroad into all the members of
that politick body ?

M. T know this law to be made ufe of
in the cafes of private perfons, nor is it un-
juft. But there is no neceflity we fhould
debate herein, fecing it is far more credible
(which is recorded by Hiftorians) - that thar

right
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right was by the pcoplcs will granted to
Kings.

B It is alfo credible, that fo great a
matter was not obtained without fomc great
caufe.

M. T do eafily afient thereto.

B. WhaaT do you think was the chief
caufe thereof? =

M. WuaT other, except that which is
recorded ¢} Wearifomnefs of ambition, tu-
mults, murthers, inteftine wars, often with
the utter deftru&tion of the one party, and
always with very great damage of both:
For fuch as did obtain the Government,
endeavoured to cut off their brethren, and
almoft all their near kinfmen, that they
might leave the Government the more peace-
able to their children, even as we hear is
done amongft the Turks, and as we fee a-
mongft the chief of Clans in our Iflands,
and in Ireland.

B. To which of the two do you think
was that contention moft pernicious, to the
people or to the Princes ?

M. CErTAINLY to the Kings, feeing
the greateft part of the people fecuring them-
felves doth ufhally ftand {petators of Princes
contefts, ;and yield always as a prey to the
victors.

B. It feems then that Princes, rather for
themfelves, than for the good of the people,
defired to eftablifh the Kingdom in their own
family, M. Trar
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M. TrarT is very probable.

B. Now that they might obtain that
‘which did fo much concern the perpetual
dignity; wealth and fafety of their family,
it is probable, that they did difpenfe or re-
mit to one another fomewhat of their right :
and that they might the more eafily obtain
the peoples good will, liking and confent,
they on their part gave them fome eafe.

M. 1 believe that.

B. You will certainly confefs it incredi-
ble; that for fo great ‘a benefit beflowed on
their Kings, they fhould endure to be in a
worfe cafe than formerly they were in.

M. Tt is altogether incredible.

B. Ne1ruER would Kings have defired
it with fo great ambition, if they had known
it would prove hurtful to their children, and
unprofitable to the people.

M. -NoT at all.

B. ImaciNe then that fome one in
parliament of the free people did freely ask
the King, What if to any King fhould fiic-
cced a fon that is a fool, or mad? Will
you fet fuch over us to rule us, who cannot
rule or govern themfelves ?

M. 1 think thete was no nced to make
ufe of that gxception, fecing by the laws it
is provided againft fuch a cafc.

B. WerL faid, indeed. Let us then
fee, if Kings had obtained from the people
a frec power over the laws, whether tllllaétl

3 a
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had been unprofitable, efpecially to thofe
who defired to forefee the good of thcu‘
own family in time coming.

M. WryY fhall we think that that power
would be unprofitable?

B. BEcaust nothing -doth fo much
contribute for the continuance of a Govern-
" ment, as that temperament of Government,
feeing it is both honourable for Kings, and
moderate and fafe for the people. -« The mind
of man hath fomewhat fublime and generous
imbred thercin by nature, that it will obey
none, unlefs he govern profitably : Nor is
there any thing more prevalent for maintain-
ing human fociety, than the mutual exchange
of bencfits, and thercfore Thegpompus {cems
to have wifely anfwered his wifc upbraiding
him, that by adding the Ep/awj he had di-
minifhed the power of his authority, and
had left the Kingdom to his fons lefs than he
had gotten it. It 7, faith he, /o much the
more firm and fure.

M. WHAT you relate of continuance, I
perccive is moft true.  For I think the King-
doms of the Scots and Danes are the moft
ancient of all that are in Eurape, nor do
they feem by any other means to have attain-
cd that antiquity, than by the moderation of
the fupreme authority, whilft in the mean
time the Kingdoms of the Fremch, En-
glifh and Spaniards, have paft fo often out

of
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of one family into another. But I do not know
if our Kings have been fo wife as Theopompus.

B. A's they have not been fo prudent, do
you imagine that the people were {o foolith,
as to neglet an occafion fo opportune put
into their hand ? Or that they were {o ftruck
with fear, or {educed by flatteries, as to give
themfelves over into flavery willingly 2

M. PErHAPS it was not. But if the
people (which indeed might be) were fo
blind, that they did not fee what might con-
cern their own good, or being carelefs would
not fee what might be for their benefit, fo
as to contemn it, thould they not then be
juftly punifhed for their folly ?

B. It isnot probable, that any fuch thing
_ was done, fecing we may fee the contrary
to be obferved even to our days. For befides
that wicked Kings, as often as they intended
tyranny over their fubjeéts, were always re-
ftrained, fome veftiges.of the ancient cuftoms
do yet continue in fome ancient families.
For the old Seots cven to our very days do
chufe their heads of Clans, and having cho-
fen them, do give them a Council of Elders,
to which Council whofoever gives not obe-
dience, is deprived of all honour and dignity.
What therefore is with very great care ob-
ferved in the parts, would they be negligent
of for the fecurity and fafety of all} And
would they willingly reda@ themfelves into
bondage to him, who was to poffefs a law-

Y
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ful Kingdom inftcad of fome benefit? And
would they freely give over their liberty ac-
quired by vertue, defended by arms, not in-
terrupted for fo many ages, to one not ex-
peding it, without force, without war? For
the calamity of Fobn Baliol doth thew that
that power was never granted to ourKings, <
befides the punifhments fo often taken for
their male-adminiftration. Who about two
hundred and fixty years ago was by the nobility
rejected, becaufe he had fubjeéted himfelf and
his Kingdom to the authority of Edward
King of England, and Robert the fislt was
fubftitute in his ftead.  The fame doth alfo
fhew that perpetual cuftom continued from
the beginning of our Government.

M. WHaT cuftom do you fpeak of ?

B. WHEN our Kings are publickly in-
dugurat, they folemnly promife to all the
people, that they will obferve the laws, rites,
and old ftatutes of their predeceflors, and ufe
the fame power which they have reccived
from them, that whole order of ceremonies
doth fhew, and the firft entry of our Kings
into every City, from all which it may be
cafily underftood, what kind of power they
did rececive from our predeceflors, to wit,
nonc other than that they fivear to maintain
the laws being chofen by fuffrages. This
condition of reigning did God propofe to
“David, and his pofterity, and promifeth they
fhould reign fo long, as they fhould obey the
: : laws
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laws he had given them, thofe things indeed
they do, as is probable that our Kings re-
ceived from our anceftors a power not im-
menfe, but within certain .limits bounded
and limited. And further, there was the
confirmation of a long time, and the ufur-
pation of a perperual right by the people,
never reprehended by a publick decree.

M. But I fear it cannot be eafily obtain-

" ed of Kings as being perfwaded by that pro-

bability to condefcend to thefe laws, however
{worn unto, or ufurped by the people.

B. 1alfo belicve, it is no lefs hard to per-
fwade the people to pafs from the right re-
ceived from their anceftors, approved by the
ufe of fo many ages, and praétifed by one
continual tenour. Ido not think it needful
ta proceed by conje€tures what the people is
to do, fince I fee what they have done alrea-
dy : But if by the obftinate pertinacy of both
the bufinefs come to arms, he that prevaileth
will give what law and right he pleafeth to
the vanquifhed ; but this will not longer con-
tinue than he who is vanquithed, having a-
gain gathered together his forces, fhall take
up arms again. In all which contentions
men ufually ftill fight with very great damage
of the people, but with the utter overthrow

" of Kings. For from this fpring do flow all

the deftructions of all kingdoms.
M. It muft needs be fo.
B. 1 have, perhaps, gone back further
= o than
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than “was needful, to the end you might
clearly underftand what kind of Government
there was amongft us of old. For if I had
reafoned with you according to the rigous
of thedaw, 1 might have gained my point
in‘a far more compendious way. :
M. Avpert you have almoft fatisfied me
already, yet I fhall willingly hear what that
is.
B. 1 would then have you firft of all to
anfwer me this queftion, Do you not ap~

prove the definition of law fet down by law- '

yers,  who fay.that law is, thac which the
people knew when demanded by him to
whom the prerogative’ of demanding: be-
lonigeth )

M. INpEED I.doapprove it:

B. W & have agreed, that the faults of
laws being found out, they' mdy be amended
or abrogated by the Lawgivers, ) -

M, We did fo. =

B. I fuppofe you perceive now; that fiich as
arc born Kings are by thelaws and fuffrages
of the people created, no lefs than thofe
whom we faid were ele@ted in the begin-
ning. ' And that in receiving of laws there:
will not be remedics wanting' in the people,
who are the Lawgivers, notonly againt force
and fraud, but alfo againft negligence.

M. 1 perceive that clearly.-

B. ONLY here is the difference; “that the'

law concerning our Kings was made feveral
ages

4
{
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ages before ;7 and “when ariy doth enter into
the ngdom, there ufeth to be no new law
madc, but the ‘old law is dpproven and rati-
fied. ! But: amongft -thofe.» who have: their
mecting of Eftates at the clection of every
King, the law ufeth to-beimade,; the King
created ‘and approved, and fo to enter into
his' government.

M. 11 is fo.

B.. Now. if you pleafe, let us bncﬂy re-
capitulate: what We are at.accord in from the
very bcgmmno Sothat if ought be: raihly
approven, it may be retracted.

M1 am ‘content.’, |

v _B.cFirsT of all-then, it fcems that a

4

. thofe that arc good? If we have not fuch as

" King is created for the peoples fake, and that
~ nothing more excellent isTgiven us-of ‘God

than:a good King, . and more pcfhlcntxous
than a ‘wicked  King,

M. VERrY right. v 1

B. W E have alfo faid, thata wxckchmg
is called a'Tyrant. ;

M. WE have faid fo.

B.1AND becaufe there is not fuch plenty

* of good men, fo asto chufe thofe: who may

prove good Kings, nor: fo:great a happinefs
of birth, ‘as that:good luck may ofter us

we would wifh, yét we have fuch ‘s either

confent hath approved, or chance hath of-

. fered.  Now the hazard that occurreth cither

iy chufing new Kings, or in approving fuch
as

“
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as are given us by birth, was the caufe that
we dcfired Jaws, which might modify the.
covernment of Kings. Now thefe laws,
thould be nothing clfe but the cxprefs image -
(as far as may bc) of a good Prince.

M. W E are at accord in that alfo. .
B. It now remaineth, as I fuppofe, fot.
us to fpcak of the punifhment of Tyrants. . .
M. TuaT only fecms to remain unfpo- .
ken of.

B. 1F then a King break all the bonds of -
laws, and plainly bchave himfelf as a pub-
lick enemy,- what think you fhould be done -
in this cafe? |

M. INpEED I am ata ftand here. For
albeit the reafons you have given feem to
convince me; that we ought to have no fo=
ciety with that King; yet fo great is the
ftrength of a conftant cuftom, that in my
opinion it hath the ftrength of a Jaw :
Which cuftom doth {o clofely cleave to men
in their minds, that if at any time it hath
brought in an errour, better it is to toleraté
it, than to marr the conftitution of the whole
body, whilft we endeavour to cure a difeafe -
that is but fmall by cutom. For fuch is the °
naturc of fome difeafes, that better it is to
endure the pain they bring, than to call for
doubtfome remedies, in the applying where-
of, albeit the cure may be wrought, yet they
bring fuch fharp pains in their curey as that
the curc of the difeafe is more pernicious

S 2 thag
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than the difeafc itfclf. Next, that which
troubles me more is," T fee that government
which you call Tyranny confirmed by the
word of God, and what you abhor as the
utter overthrow of laws, God doth call the
Jaw of the Kingdom : The authority of that
paffage of Scripture doth move me more
than all the arguments of Philofophers. If
you do not explain this to me, the comments
of men will not be of fo great account with
me, but that I may inftantly fall away to the
adverfaries fide.

B. You are, as I perceive, in the com-
mon crrout, and that very grievous, who do
endeavour to confirm Tyranny by Tyranny :
For how great the Tyranny of cuftom is in
" the minds of men, wherein it hath taken
deepceft root, and too often we have found
it in this our age, Herodotus, an ancient
writer, doth give us warning by an old ex-
ample ; but I need not old examples. Be
well advifed. Confider with your felf how
many things there be of great moment,
wherein you, following the ditates of rca-
fon, have fallen from a cuftom inveterate fo
many ages paft, {o that now you might have
learned by domeftick experiments, that there
is no cufftom more full of dangers than that
which in a publick Way they command us
to follow. I bid you look well to it round
about, how many ruines, and how great
flaughters will you fee therein? But if it be

more
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more clear (as we fay) than the very light,
I need not tarry longer in proving or illu-
ftrating a thing {o perfpicuous. Now as for
that paffage of Scripture, which from the hi-
flory of the Kings you rather: fignify than
explain, beware, I pray you : You think that
the things which God doth abhor in the life
of Tyrants, are by him allowed to Kings.
Now left this be, I bid you fitft confider
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