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[Also] Colonization may be used as a method of absorbing and assimilating 

foreign people into the culture of the imperial country. One instrument to 

this end is linguistic imperialism, or the use of non-indigenous colonial 

languages to the exclusion of any indigenous languages from 

administrative (and often, any public) use

Colonization
as a term

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonization 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linguistic_imperialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonization


Add media (photo/video)

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronology_of_Ukrainian_language_suppression 
● Russia's many attempts to erase Ukrainian language, culture: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDXC5Nnvj-4 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronology_of_Ukrainian_language_suppression
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDXC5Nnvj-4


Add media (photo/video)

Empires have resources to create reliable sources – not just pure propaganda that can be easily refuted, but 
respectable scholarly works. These sources outlive empires themselves, shaping how the rest of the world sees 
former colonies



Add media (photo/video)

Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 prompted a wide reevaluation of Ukrainian 
cultural legacy that had previously been viewed through colonial lenses



what we* tried to do

* Ukrainian Wikimedia community + in some cases 
Wikimedia Ukraine as an organization

Decolonizing?



● Wikipedia doesn’t set linguistic rules & norms; we depend on reliable 

sources like media & research works

○ To rename a toponym ( #KyivNotKiev), start with media & other 

sources; Wikipedia will follow, creating a virtuous circle

● We know that, but external stakeholders likely don’t =>

there’s a lot of explaining to do

Example 1 – Renaming toponyms: 
building awareness among stakeholders



There’s one 
biggest success 
story & many 
smaller ones
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But there’s still a 
lot of work to do
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● It’s not only the Ukrainian language that has been suppressed by 

Russian empire. Crimean Tatars – indigenous people of Crimea – also 

suffered (among with many other ethnicities)

● A few years ago Ukrainian government started wide work to invest in 

development of Crimean Tatar language.

We’ve worked to make Wikipedia part of that.

Example 2 – Work with institutions to 
develop Crimean Tatar Wikipedia



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)

● Common project by a Ukrainian government agency & Wikimedia Ukraine — a month-long contest / marathon
● Short-term goal – create articles on key topics (like “internet”, “forest”, “Crimean Tatar music”)
● Long-term goal – build awareness & give a push to the project’s development
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Questions?
This is a short presentation, 

just to get a feeling. We 

would like to hear if you 

have any thoughts!



If you want to know more – find us to talk about it!

Thank you! Дякуємо!

Anton Protsiuk
antanana


