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: Londpn, E.C.2, 9th January, 1947

In March 1938 I was on a visit to Toklo in connection with
the affairs of the Kallan Mining Administration, Tientsin, North
China, of which I was-at that time Joint Chief Manager. On my
arrival in Tokio I called on General Umezu who was then Vice
Minister of War and with whom I had had both social and official
relations some years previously, when he was G.0.C. Imperial
Japanese Forces, North China, stationed in Tientsin. He sub-
sequently entertained me at luncheon and on that occasion I was
able to renew the pleasant relations that I had previously enjoyed
with him. Shortly afterwards I raceived s telegram from my col-
league in Tientsin informing me that a serious strike had broken
out at our mines and that there was a strong suspicion that some
Japanese officers were mixed up in it. I at once asked to see
General Umezu who, I remember, received me in his own house on a
Sunday morning. I explainsd the position to him and asked for his
help in getting Japanesa influence withdrawn from the strike. He
promised mae that, if after investigation he was satisfied that the
gstrike was not due to economic causes but to political activities
in which Japanaese werse concerned, he would take steps to have the
Japanese influence removad. On my return to Tisntsin, the strike
being still on, I endeavoured to persuade the Chief of the
Japanese Specisl Missiosn who was the officer in charge of Affairs
in owr mines area that, 1n fact, the strike had no economic foun-
dation but was purely politicsl in nature, and I named to him the
Japanese officers whom I believad were concerned in it. PFailing
to get saptisfaction from this official, I repeated my request to
General Umezu for help and asked him to implement his promise to
mé. This he subsequently did and after the strike had collapsed,
one of the offlicers named by me was removed from the area and was,
I believe, given an inferlor position elBewhere.

The significance of this matter appears to me to lie in the
fact that General Umezu as Vice dinister of War took action against
a Japanese Officer who was undoubtedly acting in furtherance of the
policy of causing =28 much trouble as vossible in North China, which
was the policy beilng actively promoted and supported by the at
that time notorious "Young Officers Party'.

E. J. Nathan

I, EDWARD JONAH NATHAN, of Kent House, 11/16 Telegraph
Street in the city of London, England, being duly sworn, do depose
and say that the within photostat is an exact photostatic copy of
- an original statement signed by me on the 9th day of January 1947.°

. T
E. Jy Nathan
RS

Subseribed and sworn to
before me at Kent House,
11/16 Telegraph Strect
in the City of London,
England, this ssventh L 3 K, 1= 3 (58
day of ﬁay 1947 £ T 'i'f} y W\
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I. W. Lauralder e )

A commisaioner for Oaths
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