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DITSREOGATION OF
Sadao Areld
Date and Timet 7 Pebruary 1946, 1000-1215 Houss
Place ¢ Sugamo Frison, Tokyo, Japan
Prasent t Sadao Arakd

Colonel T, H, Morrow, Imterrogator
Elton M, Hyder, Jr,, Interrogator
Dy Kldoyle, I.ntorpngtr

Ruth Py Anderson, Stenographer

Juestions by : Celonel Morrow and Mr, Hyder

BY COIONGL MORROW: Do you solemnly swear, by Aladghty God, tha
truly and acqurately Interpret and translate from B '
and from Japaness into Inglish, 2 T
ceeding?

BY MR, KIIDCYLS: I dog /

BY COLOHNEL MORROW: Jhy, I understand, of course, that between the 13th of
December 1931, and the 23rd of Jamuary 1934, you were the Minister of War
and between the 26th of Nay 1938 and the 30th of August 1939 were
Winister of Dducation, and I want to ask you how often the net met
when you were Minister of War? LR |

A. Yos, this is correct; Usually the Cabinet met ents & week,
Qe Was that also the case when yom were Minister of Blucation?
A. Yﬂ, for both.

Q. Were thure ever any special meetings ealled when you were a mesber of
th. Glbimtf | - ' : JALRT A,

A. Then special meetings were called, only those ministers attended who
were concerned with matters tq-'bo_’niilmd. The Presder would ecall

these special meetings,
1o Were foreign relations discussed by the full Jabinet at these meetings?
A. Poroign relations discussed very seldom at these meetings.
relstions were usually taken up at special mectings attended usuhl
by the Prime Ninister, the Minister of Poreign Affairs, War and Navy
Ministers, and the Minister of Finance.
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Interrogation of Sadso Araki

Ge ‘Then I understand that when you were Winister of War you attended these
meetings, but when you were Ninister

' of Hducation latew did net
attend the meetings Soncerning foreign affairs? o |

A. Mn‘wtmmofotnuummnht-r there were

msetings to the best of my recollection, Durding the
a8 Hinister of Bducation, these matters wore

usual Cabinot meetings hold once = week ,

Yery fow of these

B A R

'y

A. Yes, it would be ny duty to attend,

e Now, was it the custom when a statemsnt was made publie
the foredmn office that that atatement was concurred in
the Cabinet that had met at a special meeting?

A, Yea,

Q. That is the case? .

A". Of Om, MW‘LI"O

G+ And you remember that Mr. Orew was the Asbassader to Japan in 1952 and
unt thlwumddthm,m“‘l- (A < ETED

.




Interrogation of Sadao Araki

Ae

Qe

A,

As

Ae

7 Feb 1946

I have met hinmytin.andllmwthiatobotma. '

And also I assume that if you made a statement to the Supreme War Caneil

that was made publis by the president that that would represent the
views of the Cabinet? W' ldsi0.

The Suprame War Cuuneil would net publish anything, Matters would be
reforred to the Supreme War Council for deliberation and discussion and ‘
advige would be tendered to the Cabinet or departmenty concerned, and 3
-
E

|

if the matter was of a purely military nature, the information would be

published indepsndently by the Har Ministry or any other department gon-
cerned,

However, I have refersmnce to an instance where it appeare that & statement N-{:ﬁ
of yours to the Supreme War Council was in the hands of the press which o
published it and that 4s what I refer to, I will read it to you later on,

As I was War Minister suvie fifteen years ago, I do net recollect
thing, but I wish to point cut that interviews were gl
presa, at which time ministers would answer questions prepounded by
correspondants and answers would be written up to suld themselves
published in the press, | inty - 08 Ahad Taes the dee

I assume though that at those interviews the .m.w
always careful to state what he. to be '
represented the goveruwent and of which

Yes, usually, but at the same time,  realised
the Cabinet were appeinted from different parties and
views, howevar, views on national - 1y 1
the INUKAI Cabinet and the SAI?0 Gabinet, whes I
views of the Finance Minister TAKAMASHI prevailed,
fluential moemb a3 of the m..o ) L&A e

Mat I wanted to call pume stbemtien 4o was this, to
of it. I have here a statanent which was a telegram
to our government June 23, 1932 at § P.N,, lld Iwil

]

. J . “-. -0 ¥
' . -‘.
-y . o g I
M, ﬁ ‘¥
B :

Just read 1%

"he Hubasey is informed that the pr A2 L ‘ = h& M :
ucmunu.nwmmm-ﬁ on the 23nd to Nl

- e il
'

longer be considered as binding on Japan, Amki has

1§ the cular re  Iut t‘
refers but the implications are thet Japa d&‘l '- ¢
the rallway sone in compliance with the Lsague resolutior ad its omn
ments and does not recognise the authority of the League of Mations Inc
Cozmission to recommend solutions of the Manchurian problem, "

"‘q.'-‘_ &




Interrogation of Sadso Araki 7 Féb 1946

“we

Ae

A,

Now, that is what I want to bring your attention to, I want to ask you
about the background of that,

Actually what I intended to convey was that it was impossible at that

time to carry into effect the resclutions of the League of Nations
Commission, and 1t was not a desire not to recogniszse the rmhﬁm.

The Manchurian Incident broke cut before I becase War Minister, and /
when I was War Minister, Manchuria became the scene of a war,

(Golonel Morrow hands to Mr. Araki the book containing the above guoted
telegram, Mr. Araki attempts to read it,)

It is no use, I can not make it out, '
I will have it written out in Japanese and give it to you later on}
That will be all right,

Then you could study it later on,

The object we strove for was peace and order in Manchuria to be achieved
at the earliest possibls moment, This disorder in Manchuria csn be
to the Anti-Japanese work of Chang Howshliang. At that time the 8o

soldiers in Manchuria totalled only ten thousand, of whieh
thousand only were effective, Confronting these Japanese
hundred thousand Chinese troops under Chang

miuﬂnmﬂmumuaumnofumi

Hikolaevsk, when J also men, M,lnd

masacred, Then at 1 t was not emly J at

The United States, Great and France were also o
violencs, uarmitoftho pud'u pnllq. Another incident was t

Seinan Incident, all resulting in the losgs of Japanese .
these incidents as a background, 1tmnotthuﬂ:t | |
the incident by withdrawing to tho railroad sone, I think

day, quick and foreceful measures were required in an endeavor
and definitely settle the incident to prevent its lpndiu wqt

Do you remember any discussion in the Cabinet abcut this lnt.nttht!
rudtohh,d.thorbm”ormlrhoﬂtu? _

No, I do not recollect, If it had been an
come up for discussion, After the Shanghal
001‘1. tely withdram by June. '

a desire to gettle things amicably. !hd.mtlut Mr, Orew
in conneetion with this incident realised our intentions.

&

t matter it would have

-k o




Interrogation of Sadao Araki 7 Peb 1946

Qe

A,

A.

Qe
A.

A,

Qe

A.

(Lo
A.

Now, my question was whether = I don't think that is in

(Question re-read by stemographer,)
No, I will answer no to it, &

Did that statement of yours, in , represent |
mmzamt&uum«:m" ;L“',"‘"“.'“'.

Yes, of course,

It did? Now, nmﬂ.lﬁl— ‘lhntilhfm 3
to his tmﬁx yrak w “"'ﬁ
e mod '
:mmnu.muau:'m
be impaired, He re-iterated that
Jmmummqlmm'
mmwmmw
Mcrmtwﬂp

m‘mnmiw
who held the eco

to Nr., Forbes in that ¢
been made,

manmt
xummwmwum

g 0 ,hﬂnnﬁh-m- w m&
m-nuxu-m.mﬂmqmm-ngmﬂ

Yes, he was both, ﬂ

Well, Mhomwummﬂ“hm. *
mtmu

Imldm ¢all this a sta

of views ot an toterviews 3 wouls &wawm‘-*

You said you would not call it an offieial statement?
Yes. What I mean is that that the w.rmm't
i

be taken as an offisial stats He has to




Interrogation of Sadao Abrakd 7 Peb 1946

Qe Of course, as a matter of fast, the Japanese trecps did 1y
thomohorlmmuthinath,uﬂﬂamutlp atate of
Manchoule end recognised the same? -

A. Actually, I would not say that the state had b

nucleus of people in who desired an M and
Japan helped in the formation. At cne time a Privy Gmil.l::.{-

organised in Manchuria and the decision of this council was that
would be a republic with Menry Pu~yi as president, the

an independent state of Manchoukue,
a somewhat spontaneoug movement,

BY MR, HYDER;:
¥r. Araki,)
from December 11,
were occupied?

Genoral, we are going on a campaign, (r.
Will you please tell me what citles the

Ryder hands map to
Japanese

1931, up to Jamuary of 19347 And the dates that each

(Because of the differents in
of the names it 1s impossible

Bnglish, Japanese, and Chinese translations

for Mr, Araki to name these ol

(Map marked Ewhibit "A" and sttached herstoy)

ti!-_ from this

|,j1.,. !

wt)

I have marked of f the -pmm area uuﬂd l'l'u December 11 to the
time of the Tangku Truce, and after that Japan and China exchanged ambassadors,

Ce Would you eirecle the area oceupded by Japan up ﬁo Decamber IJ, 1931 |

(Cireles area on lip) I think that is it lpﬁnd.-hly.. i

the larger outside cire

For the record, Oncrlli.m marked the smaller cirels with checks and

with slanting lines?

Yes,

General, you ordered the extension of the
from the time you became Minister of War?

Japanese occupation in Manchuria

.
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Interrogation of Sadso Araki

‘T_dii:onl, how did yeu intent to passify those four territories?

A. After a policy has been desided
mldhiuncdbythrﬂd’d’thmm,
has no right to issue orders in connection wi

7 P 1006

by the government, crm br -
The War
th operations, In other

words, policies would be decided by the government and the
of this policy would be effected by the General Staff,

was to bring peace and order to territery under Chang

Who decided that policy?
The policy would be decided by the government,

By the government, General, do you mean the Cabinet or the War Ministry?

At what time did the Cabinet decide on this policy?

carrying
and the poliey

i L ’

out

" t‘.- ]

This was decided at the time it was decided tolraquut an m”uo in
expenditures,

What date?

it was in Decamber,
19317

Yes,

I do not remsmber,

While you were Har Mindster?
Until this time there had been no fixed poliey, and

Yes,

that the absence of poligy would result in the spreading of hostilities.

It had been decided that the three provinces compr
territory required passification, but a statement by
the effect that his jurisdiction extended over four territories expanded
the scene of activities to Jehol, Chang Hsuehlisng was originally at Ching
Chow, He later withdrew to Jehol from whers he conducted his govermsment.
Then, in December 1931, the Cabinet decided to passify those four provinses
under General Chang? - i | by B0

Yes,

it was realised

fisushliang o

SR e
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Interrogation of Sadae Araki 7 ¥eb 1946

A« By causing Chang Hsuehliang to give up his Antidwumf »
attempting to have a stable, friendly government established by Chang
Hsushliang or any one else that was capable, . | by B

Je Gemeral, how did you plan to cause General Chang to give w hhm:l.-
Japanese attitude? What steps were you going to take?

A. By diplomatic means, if possible, but this was complicated by the fact
that hostilities were in progress. Or by the intervention of the League
of Nations, Bven Chang Hsushliang would have been 4
head of a stable, friendly government 4f he had P
attitude,

“e General, how did the fact that you say hostilities were in progress
affect a diplomatic means of settlement?

A« Diplomatic naegotiations and fighting are not consistent, and the two
do not go together, I, myself, thought that diplousgy would be the
quickest means of obtaining peacs, WS

Je Did you try diplomatic moans? |

A. I think that Japan's foreign office was inefficient and' the dlphnth
means were not taken full advantage of, .

<o So, as far as you mMM,mudmthmu-ntw
diplomatic means?

A 1 do not know what went on in the Ofﬂuattﬁn.tln. ﬁmm
no Foreign Minister, as such, as the e Minister was acting temporarily
in that eapacity,

‘e General, what would the Interveniion of the League of Nations hﬂ.h do
with your settlemsnt by passifie m? _ | 3

As I believe that the objeets for which the league was formed are lliillllt

but the ILiten Commission spent most of its time in Manchuria and North |
China and in my opinion, the report of the Liten Commission wms mot fair
and impartial. Japanese diplomacy was at a low obb at this time aleo, i

and T believe was very ineffective. In Uctober 1933, I advocated a world |
peace conference at which all outstanding differences could be discussed, ¥ |

This was widely quoted in the newspapers here,

But at this tims, CGemeral, you wanted Japan to setile her differemnces
with China? Ys that not true?




S

2. Wom.suggested this in the Cabinet at its meeting? Wisuggested the

Interrogation of Sadse Araki 7 Feb 1946

A. While the poliey of the league m'm,-'&v{MW to the
actual state of affalrs, taking the Iiten report as s basis for thels -
.tﬂ-t“nt.o .

Qs General, have you read the Iiten Report? | | | #

A. Yes, I read it at the time,

Ge You agreed with what the report #tated, did you not?

A:. No, |

Qe With what did you disagree? .

Ao Tt did not take into account the actual state of affairs.

e It did etate what astually happened though, did 1% not? |

Ae I do not remambar well what it comtained, but I think 1% was som sthing
to the effect that it was not a case of self-defense on Japan®s part,
am not gure about shether it was called aggression,

<+ Did you not agree at the tinme m'nid it that it contained an ‘scourate
statement of what actually ha;pened?

A I met Liten, I twige when he was here in Japen. e seessd to
appreciate our posi ab that time, 4 -

se (General, you have net answered my question. I asked, did you not
agree at the time you read the report that it stated accurately what
actually happened? ' . |

A. Without seeing the report at this time, I am unsble to state whether it
is_accurate or not, CGRIERE L ¥ WS Lo
General, going back to your poliey deaided by the Cabinet in Decesber

.;.

A

1931, were all the members of the Cabinet thure when the decisfoh whs
made?

M wore all there,

idea for this poliey at the Cabinet?

A. For the making of the pease

War Minister. Before this
policy. If loft as it was, ¢




Interrogation of &.du Araki | | 7I Feb lﬂ“
Je General, as a part of Mpﬂtqﬁobﬂum-ndmtothotm

As Awatminthhdimtmmtﬂ-u‘hn‘uﬁtoflﬁnﬁmm

4e By that you mean an independent state of hndmrh?
A, I would not say

e Frem the Japanese GCovernment?
/
A« Yes, from the Japanese government

le General, will you please tell us the four W*nm Chang

at that time?
.,

A I believe the following are the Japanese names of hg

(e RO ARG oMihdomy Jiet lungidang, Tedtetpar,
1215 HOURS

Certificate of Interpreter

I, D, Kildoyls, a civilian, being swom on cath, state }ht I traly
translated the questions and snswers given from Anglish to Japanese and from
Japanese to inglish respectively, and that the above transeription of sueh
questions and answers, eonsisting of ten pages, are true and acewrate to the
best of my knowledge and belief,

L]
&

M

Subscribed and sworn to before ke this day of February, 1946,

=i Detailed Investigat Officer
-%.:Hrmtiond Pumuo:ngnﬂn
R, scaP

A
o e e




Interrogation of Sadao Araki | 7 reb 1946

Certificate of Stenographer

I, Ruth F, Anderson, hcnby cartify that I acted as stemographer at
the interrogation set out sbove, and that I transeribed the

foregoing
cuestions and answers, and theat the transeription is tre uul acourate to
the best of my lmowlodso arnd belief,

Sertificate of Interrogators

We, T« H. Morrow, Bolonel, ASN O-140286, lllllﬁul‘.w, m..
civilian, certify that on the day of ¥ s 1

appeared before us Sadao Arakdi, according to '
gave the foregoing answers to tho sgyoral quuum oot foﬁ# ﬂm‘q-.

R ™ P ff;: I Xj ' 'Erc.' (,. - “._'-.."ig‘ . — ’
Tolyo, Japan T. U, Worrow, Gelomel

day of February, 1946
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The original trenscript.of this interrogation will
be found in our EXHIBIT FILE as EXPFIBIT # _2 3 2~ The

original shorthand notes ot ‘Wlres (0. P-lnllvad

on this interrogation will be found in our EXHIBIT FILE

as EXHIBIT # _.2_33
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SUPRE.E Cu. _aNDER FOR THE ALLIZD POWIRS
INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SICTION

26 June 1946
1EMORANDUL, FUR: iR. JOHN DaRSEY
FROII . Calhoun w. J. Phelps, aAsst. Uhlef,
Docuiient Division
SUBCECT . Re-numbering of Interrogations of ARAKI,

Sadao.

1. Due to tae necessity of presenting to the Tribunal
single copies of eaclh interrogation, in the original, the
followinz syste.. of nw:bering of such interrogations has
been set up and cross-reference siould D& ..ade to your doc-
wient nuibers (10,001 to 10,008):

Doc. ilo. Date of Interrogation
2249 8 Teb 46
2250 , 7 Feb 4O
2251 15 Feb 46
2252 13 Feb 46
2257 19 Feb 46
2254 11 ¥eb 46
2258. g Liar 46
2256 21 feb L6
2257 7 uar 46

2. It is sugzested that subseguent to the initiel
presentaticn of these interrogations, you refer to them by
the Tritunal e:zibit nuwaber. | oIS

-

? * o ‘-!_-1. f'.

CALBCUN /., J. PHELPS

6 CC: l-.lr. Zugene l/illiaiis

1-Capt. Salinons

1-Lt. alexender

1-}igss Bruansrt

1-3/Sgt. Overfelt

1=-lir. Buckho

(9)""1 CYs €a. file.,
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*XHIBIT NG, j g ?__f CEJ,

E4CLGEOUNL LOC. NC, :

| 23

1/ :
CIGN,TURT N 7~ x{r"ﬁa—"

ROOM 30, T 2K

et LA

il e Bacangs B

: 'P.i_' ..ﬂ'_‘- ——



INTERNATION.L PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc. No. Date czé ‘é
ANALYSIS OF DOCULENTARY EVIDENCE
DESCRIPTION OF ~TTACLED DCCULENT

Title and Nature: é}(- ) JM %

;4?2r4/</ ,cﬁ&aﬂd,a
- Date: 77‘%‘/ Original (%opy () Langu'age:£7,

Has it been trassluted? Yes () No kp
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) No

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if uppllcable)

oo Heor s

PERSONS IMPLICATED: /4 72/4/6), ZW

CRIMES TO VHICH LCCUTNT PPLICALLE:

SULBARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references):

M/ﬁ&, 7 /6//7)’%

Analystuﬂd#@él%: Doc. No.




INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No., 2248 to 2257 inelusive 26 June 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCU:ENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATT.CHED DOCU.IENT
Title «nd Nature: Interrogation of aRaKI, Sadao
Date: osece below Oririnal (x) Copy ( ) Lan_uaze:

snglish

Has it been translated? Yoo () o (x)
Has it been photostated? Yes () Nc (z)

LOCATION OF ORIGIN..L
Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINaL: Docwient Divicion

IRSONS I PLICATED: ARaAKI, Sadao

CRITES TO «ZIICH DOCULENT APPLICABLE:

s 31 S
Doc. No. Date of Interrogation Exﬁibit NO.

2248 12 ilarch 1946 290

2249 8 February 1946 230

2250 7 February 1946 232

2251 15 February 1946 290

2252 13 February 1946 290

22573 19 February 1946 290

2251 11 Feoruary 1946 290

2255 8 .larcia 1946 290

2256 21 February 1946 290

2257 7 ilarch 1946 290

Analyst: C.'/.J.Phelps Doc. Nos, 2248 to 2257

inclusive
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