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“his report covers strikes by three groups of Vil on
1 April to support the landings on Okinawa Shims, A total of eleven
PRi's and sixteen FMi's participated. Three TBil's had to return early
beceuse of engine trouble, and a fourth retwrned as an escorte m
the third strike of the day, Lt. i. F. Richards was air coordinator,

"he first strike was made by two TBi's and fowr i's which
took off at 0745=1 and rendesvoused with seven THl's and four Fiitg from
UeS.S. HAKIN ISIAND (CVESS) and two Fii's from Ul.S.Se LUNGA POINT (CVESY)
northeast of Kersma /etto. A TBH from MAKIYN ISLAND was air coor-
dina

Their target assigmment from Commender Air Support Control
Units was & hill et target srea 8486 "A & P", which wes dotted by tombs
and was considered as & possible troop conmcemtratiun ares. After oue
circle of the target for reconnaissance purposes, the nineteen planes
pushed-over from 6500 feet, the four Mi's of Vw8l leading, the TBi's
following end the remaining Fi's last.

The fighters strefed snd fired rockets whilethe TDi's drop-
ped their bombs in train at an altitude of release at 2500 feet with
an intervalometer spacing of 40 feet. Tao more runs were made in cole
wm formationy the fighters amd torpede bombers firing rockets in pelrs
from & glide angle of 45° to 35° starting at about 2000 yerds slaat
The eresa wes obscured by smoke and dust, and it is impossible
to determine the emact damage. The hilliop was well plastered.

7RMs Lte (jg) Be K. Hermon, Flight Leader
Enge. He Ee Vieau

Lt.(jg) e Le Gaither

Fnse lie ' Bates
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Ense De e Campbell
Enme Fo Ao Cullom
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At 1330-] the second group of planes were laumched, oonsl gl
ing of five TRU's with only twe of the planes remsining to participate
in the strike. The THi's joined up at the same rendeszvous point as

group one with eight TBi's and four PEF's from U.S.5. {NDEPENDENCE (CVERR)

end nine Fi's from U.5.5, STEAMER BAY (CVEST).

After orbitting for en hour, they were assigned as a target
o near Nahe Alrfield. An
and sent two of the
and pinepoint targets with their roo=-
The air coordinater them led the TRi's dowm in mw the two
TSe

Lte(jc) M.De Howard fired his eight rockets in pairs, starte
ing at 3500 fest, ot 2000 feet dumping his tem 100/ bombs at an intere

valometer spacing of thirty feet

keta.
TRil's of VC=81 in the rear, followed by the remainming fi
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