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U.S. STRATEGIC BOMRING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SLN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS 446) PLACE: TOKVO
NAV., NOe 97 D.TE: 19 November 1945

Division of Origin: ©Neval Analysis Division

Subjcct: [ir Operations by Japanesc Naval Air Forces besed at
RABAUL, including NE" GUINELA and SOLOMONS.

Personncl interrogrted and background of eech:

Captain MIY.Z/KI, Takashi, I.J.N., wes a regular officer of
21 vears service, He served es a member of K/ASUNUG/ALURL Lir Forcc
~t K/.SUNUG/URA from Dccember 1941 to September 19425 servec as
Commanding Officer of the Fourth Air Squadron at PAPAUL from
September 1942 to April 19433 scnior staff of ficer of the 25th
Lir Flotilla ot RABMAUL fron Lpril 1943 to April 19445 served in
the YOKOSUKA Technicel Department at YOKOSUKA from ipril 1944 to
February 1945: served on the 5th Air Flect Staff at KLNOYL from
Fecbruary 1945 to October 19453 served at SASEBO Nevy Basc et
S.SEBO fron October 1945 until present,

Where interviewed: Room 710, MEIJI Building.

Interrogetor: Captain C. SHANDS, UGSN.
Commancder T. H. MOORER, USN.

Interpretcr: Lt. Comdr. S. MILISTEIN, USNR.
Allicd Officers Present: None,
SUMM/RY
This interrogation covers in gecneral Japanese Naval Alr
Operations in the RABAUL LArca from the beginning of the war until

18 Fecbruary 1944, At thet tinme 211 air strcngth was withdrawn
fronn RABLUL. '
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Ne. Describe the organization of the Japanese Naval Alr. Force in RABL

4

.. From February to April 1942 the FOURTH Air Group had 36 bompers.,al

36 fighters attached to it. Also at RABAUL was the YOKOHAMA Air

- Groiup which had a strength of 18 flying boats. In April 1942 the

the FOURTH Air Group was reduced in size and lost its’36 fighters
to the TINIAN Air Group, These three forces, the FOURTH Alr ,
Group, the YOKOHAMA Flying Group and the TINIAN Flying Group werc
organized into the 25th Air Flotilla,

In November (?) 1942 the names of the above forces were changed
as. follows: FOURTH. Air Group became the 702 Group; the YOKOHAIA
Air Group became the 801 Air Group and the TINIAN Air Group became
the 251 Air Group. The mission of the 25th Air Flotilla was tTO
attack NEW GUINEA as far west as MADANG and southwest to MORESEY
ag well as the entire SOLONON ISLAND Area.

It was Customary-fo: air units in the Japanese Air Force to have
one=third of their strength additional in reserve, but the units
at RABAUL did not get reinforcements to this extent.,

In November 1942, 'the 25th Air Flotilla returned to JAPAN fa train-

ing, rest and replacement. The 801 Air Unit did not return from
JABAN to RABAUL, but remained at YOKOHAMA while the 251st am 702ncC

units did return. A

In July 1943, the 251st was attached to the 26th Air Flotilla and
was replaced-by the 704th Air Unit which came from the NETHERLANDS
EAST INDIES. In November 1943, the 25th Air Flotilla consisted of
the 751st Air Unit which had come from NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES,
the 253rd which had come from JAPAN and the 251st which was transe
ferred back from the 26th Air Flotilla; by November 1943, the 7/0c
nd and 704th Air Units had completely lost all their planes.,

Q o What wés the most western point to which the planes in RABAUL

operated?

A. To HORN Island south of NEW GUINEA in 1942, and MADANG, along the

north coast in 1943. % |

Qo Were there any Army aircraft in RABAUL which .cooperated with the

Navy in NEW GUINEA operations?

e Up until November 1942, no Army aircraft  had gone to RABAUL. Late

the FOURTH Air Army was organized in RABAUL and then moved to Whe-
WIiK' 5. § | _ | _ ‘ .

Q. At what places in NEW GUINEA did the 25th Air Flotilla have bases?
., The three bases we had in NBW GUINEA were LAE, SALAMAUA and BUNA.

The LAE Field was used from August after the start of the SOLOMONS
Operation. - We had 20 fighters there., The SALAMAUA Field was too
small and never used., The BUNA Field was used after July or August
1942 for the SOLOMONS Operations and also as a staging field for
the planes from LAE enroute for MORESBY attackse No planes were
based at BUNA. |

What time were these filelds abanddned?

L. By the time I returncd from JAPAN in April 1943, due to the ina-

pbility to supply the bases at LAE, it was no longer usable. SALA
MAUA was the same, and BUNA was rendered unusable by the Allied
advance up the coast by December 1942 and January 1943,

De After the loss of the baséé in'NEW_GUINEA what operations over the

NEW GUINEA area were conducted by the 25th Air Flotilla¥d

L. We conducted night bombing ‘operations over IORESEY, BUNA and MILNL

Bay. . -

Q. At what time during the war were the forces at RABAUL at maximum

strength? AL oD
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lve LBee graphﬁattached herewith for general information regarding
strength) .

i« After the commencement of the GUADALCANAL Operations, from what
source were reinforcements supplicd?

i From TRUK, the MARSH.LLS, and the CELEBES. Although some reine
forcements were new planes from JAPAN, most were from the 24th
Alr Flotilla at TRUK, SAIPAN and the IMARSHALLS and the 23rd Flo-

tilla at KENDARI. This transfer to RABAUL reduced the strength
of the above bases. ¥ | .

(o 4T what time did the Army have aircraft based at RABAULS

ne I do not know for sure. liost of the Army was in NEW GUINEA. When
1 returned from JAPAN in April, there were about 60 planes in the
IIUND:i Area. After the MUNDA Operation those remaining werc all
Withdrawn from the .SOLOMONS and sent back to JAPAN. Only a few

- Army reconnaissance planes werc left in RABAUL.,

Ne At what time were the last reinforcements received in the RABLUL
Area? b & i |

A. A few came,'only 10 planes, in Decemter 1943, UNone after that date.

Qe Was it after or before the loss of the ADIIRALTY ISLANDS that it
was decided to move planes to TRUK? - |
he Almost immediately after TRUK was attacked (17 February) we withe

drew our planes to TRUK. I think the movement was 18, 19, or 20
February.- | | |

U+ Did any plapes operate from RABAUL in Opposition to the ADMIRALTY
ISLANDS Invasion? | ,

Ae There were only about 10 planes available at the time of the
ADIIRALTY landing. They made one or two attacks.

Qe There was a rapid decline in air strength from October 1943 until
the first of February 1944; is that COrreeLt,
lie Yes, that is correct, :

we Why werc the planes sent to TRUK? - s
Le After TRUK had been attacked it was necessary to replace losses

and 1f possible so as to stop your advence, to make counter-
attack.

(e« 4t what strength werc the RABAUL Air Forces when TRUK was dttacked?
1o We sent 120 planes to TRUK, leaving about ten in RABAUL.,

k- What effect did the American carrier attacks on LAE and SALAMAUA v
on 10 Harch 1941 have on the operations of the 25th Alr Flotills® ;
o In that attack six fighters from the FOURTH Air Group came from
RABAUL, staged at GASMATA and attemptcd to lard at the LAE Field;
but due to the bad weather only one or two were able to land. The
rest returned to GASMATA. The idea was to stage at GALSMATA, go to
LAE and engage in defcnse of the: field and the transports in that
Al ca s 7 E S A TR |

Qe What action was taken by the Japanese aircraft in RABAUL during
the occupatioh of MILNE Bay by thc Allies? |
1e Lttacks werc made against coast-wise shipping and U.S. landin:s,
We did not make any day attacks on MILNE, but made a couple cf
night attacks. In middle of May 1943, the Japanese attacked your
base at BUNA, using about 50 fighters and about 20 BETTYS. :
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Q« What was the purpose of that éttdck?
i« Thé mission was to destroy American land forces at BUNA and prce
vent thelr ddvance. '

Q. Where did you discover the Allied Task rorce; when did you rede
1ize that the invasion of LAE and SALAMAUA was to take place?
hs We realized that an .operation was pending duc to the heavy con-

centrations of shipping in BUNA and MILNE Bay; and also, due TO

the fact that we were using a grcat part of RABLUL strength in The

cOLOLONS Operations, we assumed you would take advantage of thi's
fact to advance up the NEW GUINEA Coaste In August the Japanese

attacked a convoy with the object of sinking as many ships as
possitle. The convoy was attacked while heading for the 1anding
point for the attack on Lak. The invasion force was sighted by
a patrol plane, and planes were sent to attack ite According to
my information we registered bomb and torpedo hits on onc or two
cruisers.and two destroyers, with no certainty as to whether or"
not sinkincs resulted. The participating aircraft were fron the
5th and 26th Air Flotillas and consisted of 58 fighters anc 18
light bomberse . o _

Qe During the month of Scptember, when the "LAE-SLLAMAUA Area was
.Hpart%cularly active, were continuous strikes scheduled for that
arca . * |
jve During this period we planned TO patrol every day, but were able
. to make only one or two daylight attecks cach week due to hcavy ™
rcquirements for the BUIN Operation. Thercfore we planned to
make nisht attacks when weather permitted. Howcver, the total
nttack schcduled was not very heavy until the end of November

when the issuc in thce SOLOMONS was decided. At that time we
thought wo. would be able to increcasc attacks on FINSCHAFEN and
LLE Area during Dcccmber, but in actuality attacks werc no morc o

frequent than during prcceding three”monthé_due to the heavy losscs

j. Ll Ri‘;E PLUL 2

Qe 1 would like to know what cffcct the American carrier ralds of
5 to 11 Novcmber had on the RABLUL Air Forcce. .
A. During October a2s a result of low level E-25 attacks, our force

lost 40 or 50 planes on the ground; but as a result of the carriey

~ttacks in November, our force was not particularly affccted B
cexcept for some losscs due to aerial cornbat, Your carrier attacks
scered to direct more attention to shipping in the harbor than |
to attempts to destrqy planes on the airfields.,

Qe+ What efforts were made.to launch counter-attacks against American
carricrs? . e -

l.« Therc were constant plans for a Japanese surface Task Force to

~ttack American Carrier Task Force, but in spite of sending BETTY®S

out to patrol, they were not able to discover the lodation of the
carrier force; or if they did discover it, they never were able
to get information back to thec basej so thosc plans were not
realizced. Lctually we had insufficient fighter strength to
furnish proper air cover necessary to attack your carrier force
with out surface ships. .
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Was there any special plan in effect which would provide for attack by land
based planes against American Fleet units?

Ve conducted daily searches of trree or four planes which had orders to
immediately inform the base of carrier task force sightings, in which case a
eroup of BETTYS were always held in readiness for an attack, We were losing
on the average of five planes each week, particularly in the searches of the
SOLOMON SEA, North of NEW IRELAND, in January of 1944, we discovered an
Aamerican carrier forece and attacked it with undetermined results, The plan
of battle was to send out BETTYS at noon with the prospect of sighting the
fmerican Foree after sunset in order to carry out a night torpedo attack,

Ylere these planes sent out singly or ih groups?
In groups of three or four,

During what period werc these search tactics employed?
Scptember 1943 to about January 1944, Before September, acidrding to the

plan, if searches resulted in enemy sightings during the d.ytime we atiacked
immediately,

Dcseribe Japanese Naval Air Force action during the occupation of ARAWE and
Care GLOUCESTER, “ |

Lgainst thesce landings we planned to render continmuous attacks which lasted
three or four days from the time of landing, The plan was to have two daylight
attacks and one night attack, Fighters would engage in diving and strafing

and thc light bombers in bombing during the day while the BETTYS would make

torpedo attacks at night, Fach attack of the fighters, bombers or BETTYS would
consist of between 20 and 30 plancs, |

lerc the operations conducted as planned? .
This was not mercly a plan but was actually carried out, The standard plan at

thls time was immediately upon sighting a landing foree to scnd out 211 availe
able plancs,

Lt what time was the Cape GLOUCESTER landing forece first lecated?

The above air attack tacties were carricd on the greatest extent against the
landings at .RIWE, very little carricd out against the Cape GLOUCESTER landing,
#RATE landing was discovered the morning of. the landing by accident by o

patrol plane, Informotion regording the Cape GLOUCESTER landing was sent to

us by Japcnese ground forces at GLOUCESTER, Upon receipt of the information
from Cape GLOUCESTER, the 25th Lir Flotilla sent out about & BETTYS to carry
out night attacks only; no doy attacks were made, These night attacks were
continued until January when /merican occupation of GLOUCESTER was accomplished.

Describe Japanese air zction during the ADUIR/LLTY Occupation? _

There was very little air action tcken ogainst the ADMERLLTY oenpntion, It

vas limited to patrol and possibly only two attacks, At thot time all aireraft
had becn withdrawn to the TRUK Area leaving only 10 planes, so those two attacks
were carried out by two or three planes at a time., The little cffort available
was cxerted against the CREEIN! - Islands which were given high priority by Senior
Headquarters due to proximity of GREEN Island to RLBLAUL, ‘Hawever, those of

us on the spot felt that unwise, and that the ADMIRLLTIES were more important
strategically, The withdrawal from RIBAUL was commenced the day after the
UNITED STATES carricr attack on, TRUK, and cxtcnded for a period of threc days

- (18-19-20 Februory),

During the time that the R/ABLUL Air Force was active, were daily scarches z2lways
conducted in the SOLOMOM SEA as well as the arean to the east of RABLUL: was
this routine?
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Yes, the area to the south of RABAUL was searched by BETTYS for a distance of
650 miles until November 1942+ The SOLONONS SEA Area was covered by BETTYS
from May 1942 to Scptember 1943, Beginning with the occupation of ILAE and
SALANAUA, night searches were carried on to January 194/, covering the entire
north coast of NEW CUINEA from Cape WARD EUNT to MADANG,

hat effort was made to pass the information obtained from the secarches to the
Army Air Forces at WEWAKS |

lo informed the Eighth Area Army at RABAUL, They informed the Fourth Air Army
at WEWAK

Was the Arfiy air force conducting air scarches in this area at the samc time?
Duc to shortage of plancs; the Army conducted only occasional one or two plane
day searches ho night seardhes conducted,

Was the .irmy air force in NEW QUINMELA of any a8sistandc in the attacks on the
LiE, SALLMUAUA, Cape GLOUCESTER convoys? : |
The Lrmy conducted occasional independent attacks o6n the LAE convoy but did
not attack at GLOUCESTER, to best of my knowlcdge,

Did the Army air forcc bascd in RABAUL and MUNDA participate in any action in
the NEW GUINEA Arca? | ,

I am fairly cortein that no NEW GUINEA attacks were mado by Army air force in
RIBAUL, About 60 Lrmy aircraft werc bascd in the R.BAUL - MUNDA Arca in
January 1943 and rcmgincd until the Lllicd capturc of MNUNDA when all aircraft
hich had not becn destroycd were withdrawn, Most aireraft were destroycd;
only a few rcconnaissance plancs werce lcft in the RABAUL ATrea,

What liaison cxisted between Army and Navy Air Forccs; was thcre any coopcre-
ation at all in attacks and scarchcs?

The Army assisted with limited daylight patrols; they could not patrol at
night, Therc was occasional coopcration and on thrce attacks the Army and
Navy went out to attack IUNDA3 but coopcration was in low level, not by

scnior officcrs, “

In your opinion'why was the majority of the RLABAUL effort placed in the
SOLONONS Arca rather than the NEW GUINEL Arca?.

Orieginally it was thought that the Lrmy would take care of the NEW GUINEL Ares
and the Navy ras anxious to toke over the SOLOMONS Arca, becausc we felt, from
a Navy point of vicw, it 7as morc important, " is it turned out, thc Army wasn't
able to send cnough plancs to NEW GUINEL for its defense and the Navy was fore
ccd to contraibutc as much defonsc as. possible,

What cffeet did the drain of naval effort toword the NIW GUINEL Arca have on
the success of the operations in the SOLOMONS? T TR g
Up until the loss of TOROKINA, if we had been able to use all thé aircraft

wve had, I think we would have been eble to hold back your forces in the’ SOLO-.
MONS beeausc the Favy's job was to insurc srrival of supplics to Army troops.
This we werc unable to do because of ehip losscs which might have been pre-
vented with sufficient aireraft, After TOROKINA Operations I think the SOLO-

MONS Campaign was lost and NEI7 GUINEL Opcrations had no effect,

If the SOLOMONS Opcratiens had not becn golng on, do you fecl that the force .
in RABAUL was sufficient to stop thc movement up the NEW GUINEL const? |

I think that before you established £ or 5 airficlds at BUNA and had as many
as 200 plancs there, we would have been able to push back Lmericans with what':
alr strength we had at RABAUL: but onec smericans were firmly establishicd at |
BUNA, it was impossiblec, | ' :

hat effeet do you think this constant droin of rcinforcements dovm from the
MLRSHLLLS and GILBERT Islands and from TRUK Zrca to RLBLUL had on the success
of your defensc against our drive across the CENTRAL PLCIFIC?
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As I think thc result of constant reinforcement from the MARSHALLS = GILRERTS
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ereatly weakencd that arca, we didn't get many from the MLRILNAS, mostly from
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the MARSHALLS = GILBERTS which was srcatly weakencd, [lthough we werc cctting
newly manufactured planes from JAPAN, wc also were getting many reinforcements
from NETFERL.ANDS EAST INDIES and MARSELALLS = GILBERTS which weakcned them in

thosc twQ arcos,.

At what time did the officer in command of the Japanese Naval Air Force at

RABAUL feel that the SOLOMONS Area was lost?
In October 1942 when the 26th Air Motilla withdrew their planes from BUIN,

What was the biggest source of your aircraft losses?
Our greatest fighter losses were caused in aerial campaien against American

fighters. Regarding bombers, first cause of loss was by ship anti-aircraft
fire; second, by base anti-aircraft fire; third, by American fighters; fourth,

planes lost on the ground; fifth, by weather,

What percent of your aircraft were destroyecd on the ground by bombing and
strafing attacks? T
At the beginning of the war there weren't many lost by strafing but af“er
TOROKINA (EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY) was teken, the Americans usec that field, and
the rercentage of planes lost by oround strafing was considerable, although
not so much in actual quantity because we didn't have many planes left.

was the availability of aircraft affected by lack of supplies or the skill of
the maintenance personnel? :
In the beginning of the war during 1942, if 100% of the planes were available
for an attack one day, the next day 80% would be available, on the third day
50%. In 1943 at any one time, only 50% of the planes werc cver available ‘and
on the next day following an all out operation only 30% would be available,
By the end of 1943 only L0% at any one time would be serviceable, In 1942 the
1ov availability was due to lack of supply; from 1943 on it was due to lack of
skill on the part of maintcnance personnel and faulty manufacturing methods.
Inspection of the aircraft and spare parts prior to their delivery io RABAUL
vias inadequate, an® there were many poorly constructed and weak parts discoverec
The Japanese tricd to increase production figures soO faost that proper examina=
tion was impossible, n ' S e ¢

Durine the DISMARK SE/. Battle, 2 March 1943, did the R/BAUL naval air force,
make eny attempt to give the Japanese convoys air cover? -

The 21st and 26th Air Flotillas were scnt out but due to insufficiency of num=
bers they suffered scvere losses and were unable to stop your attackse

At what time did the Army air forces in NEW GUINE. commence operations to thc
castuard so as to be of assistance to the naval alr force in the NEW GUINEA
Operations?

They commenced patrolling durlng carly 1943, mainly wecather flights.

That time did Army aircraft participate in largc scale operations?
The first operations of any scale conducted by tre Japanese Army air force in
NEW CUINE. werc against Allied landings in SALLMAUA and LAE.

flas any effort made at RLB.UL to counter the Lmerican flying boat night attacks
on Japanese shipping?

- We-didn't attempt any countermeasurcs aroinst flying boat night attacks on con=

voys, but in May 1943 did train some night fighters for protection of RABAUL,

TWas therc any special effort made by the Japanese to destroy the tenders and
bascs from which Lmerican flying boats operated? ‘

[fter our attacks on IORESBY in 1942, we never attacked {1ying boat bases nor
did we cver attempt to attack sceplanc tenderss

e P S
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--------- CORAL SEA b et _ Lyl )
AR What operations did you carry out during'thewﬁwﬁtle‘of"the
CORAL Sea 4 - 8 May, 19427 | g R ) ,
ABAUL with both seaplanes

A. We conducted air searched fron R _ _ €
and land planes. sometimes .we operated from seaplane tenders

-+ SHORTLAND, FUSSELL, LAE or TULAGI. The searches covered
a triengular sector to the south of the bases. Three BEGC» -~
tors were searched with a 650 mile radius. e

The first knowledge thet we had of the rresence of your
carriers in the CORAL Sea was following your atteck upon
TULAGI, 4 May. In thet attack we lost 3 or 4 float type
fighters. Two old type destroyers were dameged. The
KIKIZUKI (ODD) was beached and leter sunk, the other

returned to RABAUL. One supply ship may have been hit
but not sunk. Three or four amell . landing boats which .

had tsken men and supplies to GAVUTU were also lost,

We »lso had twelve'planes operating from LAE when you
~ttacked TULAGI., We did not know the position of your
carriers ot thet time so efter your attack we sent all but -
two, which were out of order, on & search 1o the east. 1T
wes fortunate because LAE was attecked by Austrealian plones
just efter they had left. e did not have any planes operat-
ing from SALAMAUA. -These search planes returned to SHORT =
LAND where they operated fcr about a week then went to

RABAUL.

On the following day (5th) one of our sesplenes from the
RUSSELL Islends located your force about 200 : iles south
of RENNELL Island. I think that we lost contrct the next
day but on the 7th received 2 report from a carrier seerch
plane that your carrier force hed been located. il e B
report was an error because the cerrier planes attacked

your supply shipse.

Forly the same norning (7th) our search plenes located
some of wvour cruiser® end destroyers about 500 miles south
of NABAUT,. These were seaplanes from SHORTLAND., As soon
as we could load torpedoes we sent twelve «(12) twin engilne
attack planes (Bettys) esccompaniled by 20 fighters ironm
RABAUL., These planes made & torpedo attack upon your
cruiser force. e received incormplote reports becruse

“only two torpedo plenes returned. We did not lose any figh-

+ - ters however. I think that two of your ships were demaged

~nd one sunk. One ship was ldentifled as_one€ of your
1gavy cruisers., There were ~n1so several British crulsers

rnd destroyers.

Q. Did you have eny bonbing plenes in this atteck?
L. ~ No, All plenes cerried only one torpedo each., Thet wes
- the only attack made by the shore based planes of the Ccouth-

enstern Area Fleet. After that cdeay our searches were made,
by groups of four planes 1oaded with torpedoes but we did
not locate any of your ships. I think that 211 other attacks
were mede by our carrier plcnes because your ships were
out of range of our shore based planes. 3

&3
o
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GUADLLCANAL

Whet was your air strength in the TULAGI-GU/DALCZLNAL

Area on 7 August, . 19427 M ahe

e had eight (8) float fighters (Zeros) permanently besed
there. We'hlso hed 18 four-engine flying boats (KAWLNISHI

97) of the YOKAH/MA Group which were operating in this

gencrel area, e did not hsve eny landplanes on GUADAL-
CANLL although we had made one or two trial,landings there
with light planes., There were no seaplznes on GUADALCANAL,

On the day of foUr_attackhwe:iost all éfghtéof}tha ﬁigh@ers
and 10 to 12 of the flying boats. ibout four. were operat-
ing from SHORTLAND, . Sorie had clready been lost in opera=

Eerly in the day we lost communication with GAVUTU so
did not know what happened, Later we did not think that
our personnel hed fought very well,

On 8 August you made a very determined aircraft torpedo
attack upon our transport force. Do you have zny in-
ormation concerning your losses in this attack?

Ye sent down 20 twin engine attack planes (Bettys)
arned with torpedoes and 24 fighters as cover., I think
that the fighters turned beck due to weather conditions
Just before resching GUAD.LLCANAL. No fightcrs were
lost, 12 landed 2t BUKA snd 12 returned to RABLUL, Only
3 torpedo planes rcturned. Two landed =t RLZBAUL, One
lended ot B/LLALE. It wes reported thet we sank two of
your cruisers and three transports.

D1d you plan ~ny night bombing or torpedo attecks upon
GULADLLCANAL? g s |

No mess attacks., At first we sent one or two planes down
et night if the weather was fevoreble just to kecep the
forces there disturbed. Both landplanes and seaplanes were
used. "'e made night attacks later a2round MUNDA. We were

forced to do it there becsuse of losses in dey attacks,

Whet were your plans regarding establisﬁing bases in thet
area? . |

e hed no big plans for seaplanes. dJust the bases at
GLVUTU and HALAVO. We usurlly opereted seaplanes from
tenders, We had planned to have a lerge landplane base
on GU/DALCANAL that would rive us o radius of action

to the south and east pbout the same as we had from
RABAUL, o f |

BATTLE OF ELSTERN SOLOMONS 25 August, 1942.

What operations did you cerry out in the Battle of the
Eastern SOLOMONZ? |

The 25th Squadron based at PARAUL searched to 160-30 E
then back to SFORTLAND. The patrol planes brsed in the
SHORTLANDS seerched out to 164-00 E, On 22 aAugust one of -
our petrol plenes sighted and reported your cerriey force, -
I think it was sbout noon. The plene did not .return. We
did not make contact =gain aftcr that although we had two
groups sesrching, I think-that we lost one other patrol
plane late that same day, About noon- the - 25th, twenty
attack planes (Bettys) bombed your:airfiield .in support

of our troop lendings. I think that we lost 5 planes

in that sttani,
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Transcript of Interrogstion of (MIYAZAKI, Tekashi, CaptainIIJN)

-------------------- ﬁh—-—-———?‘--

Qe. . What damages were received at BUIN in the raid of 5 Oct.,

19427 | Fal )
Ae 7 L' few planes there were lost, Some holes'in the landing
~ - - 'strips which were repaired. It was being used 2s a
staging field at that time,

Qe - What operations did yoy.conduct in the Battle of SANTA
« CRUZ, 26 0cts? ? o :
Ae Only search operations, ageinst your ships. I do not
recell any contactse. ™e 2lso carried out attacks against
GULDALCANAL during this period.

Qe What were your operations at the Battle of GUADALCANLL,
November 19427 | ' .
Lo I was in Japan from November 42 to April 1943 so am not
.familior with those operations. " e -

Re "haot is your estimate of your airecraft leosses in the
GULDALCANAL canpaign? o
Ao Libout 1,000, between fugust 1942 ond Februrry 1943, during
the GUADALCANLL campaigne. /ALbout 500 betweer Icbrurry and
June 1943 and abcut I0CO between June 1643 and Januery 1944,
Most cf the planes lost during 1943 wore lost in the MUNDA-NEW
GEORGIA -BOUGAINVILLE defense,
Qe Here are some officisl Japenese figures of aireraft losses
during this period. Check them with your firures,
Lo They appear correct. (See Chert). |

Qe When was your grerctest loss? o

Lo I think during the MUNDA cempaign, although in Lpril or
Mey 1943 we lost about 70 out of 130 planes attacking
- GULDLLCANAL,., 4bout half of thc plenes in that ottack
were arny. The losses were ahout equal.

2 What were the effects of our carrier air strikec on the

BUKA-BONIS fields 1 - 2 November 19437

fis  Damaged about 15 planes, destroyed some supplies and
Cemaged some harbor shippins. Prevented this field fron
being used during your BOUGAINVILLE operations,

Q o Fow succcssful were you in the use of night fighters?

A We sent up one night fighter ot right which would ususlly
shoot cown one or two bombers. We everaged about five
bombers a weeke. Lt first the B-17's were VETY €asy
tergets becruse they did not toke evesive asction. Start-
ing about July 1943 when they took evesive sction our
results were poor. It wrs alweys difficult to shoot
dgwn the Beaufighters becsuse they were fest snd mancuver-
able,

Qe Did you use radar fighter direction or rader in your
night fighters?

Lo No. The enenmy plenes were first located by land reder
and then the night fighter informed by voice radio. !fter
that the plane wes spotted in a searchlight and the
fighter made an individual =ttack.,

Qo In your opinlon as Chief of Staff of alr operations at
RLBAUL during this period, what had the rrestest sdverse
éffect upon your operations?
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Ao The loss of shipping was the nost serlious loss in our
operations. We were dependent upon shipping for all of
our supplies, except aircraft., ™e flew most of them
into our fields. ™ithout fuel, ammunition and re-
placement of technical personnel our aircraft were
useless, We were able to repalr the landing strips
without much delay, but we were always short of oir-
craft fuel and armmunition. This was also true for
anti-zircraft emmunition, We generally had sufficient
food. We also lost most of our best naval pilots in this
period, Beginning in 1943 we were unasble to replace these

losses with equally trained pilots, This loss became most
serious in our lster naval operations,

Qe What immediate cffect did our operations against your
alrforce have upon the defense of the SOLOMONS?

A There was no serious effect at first except the loss of
pilots. We had sufficient alrcraft at the beginning,

. During the campaign our aireraft and pilot 1losses be-
-came too great to nake it practical to continue to holgd
the SOLOMONS, Without alrcraft cover and support we
were unable to supply our garrisons without a useless
expenditure of  surface shipping. ™hen our attempt to-
hold the SOLOMONS was at 1ts greatest in the last part
of 1943, your sdvance through the GILBERTS made it im-
practicable to hold the SOLOMONS eny longer. At that time

our naval air force had becone too weak to assist in the
defense of: the GILBERTS.
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NEW GUINEA | AREA
U.S. INVADES
CAPE GLOUCESTER

APR Mh?lJUHE1 JULY | AUG SEPTl OCT I NOV]DEG

0
I JAN | FEB l MAR I APR | MAY I JUNEl JuL I AUGI SEPTroch Nov] DEC | JAN | FEB ‘ MAR I APR | MAY |JUNETJULY| AUG I SEPTl oc*rﬁov [ qu J!Hl FEB] MAR
_ . 1943 ' 1944
1942 ANNEX A
INTERRO USSBS No. 446

NAY No. 97

SOLOMONS AREA
l_u.l. INVADES LAE,
| SALAMAU B FINCHHAFEN
BATTLE OF U.8. INVADES
CORAL SEA GUADALCANAL COMPARATIVE AIR EFFORT : NEW GUINEA 8 SOLOMONS
FROM MARIANAS s 26th AR FLOTILLA l =t TO TRUK
- 2%th AIR MTI_&& e L i ek iﬂfﬁ_ﬂ _____ e 25th AIR FLOTILLA - AIRCRAFT TO TRUK
) 24th AIR FLOTILLA _ (1/2 YOKOHAMA AIR GROWP) _ _ _ _ JAPAN _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _24ih AIR FLOTILLA _ TO MARSHALLS OIS HEMAWED, RABAUE]
FROM MARSHALLS - 22nd AIR FLOTILLA = TO MARSHALLS
FROM MARIANAS 21st AIR FLOTILLA 1! HDQTRS TO TINIAN — AIRCRAFT TRANSFERRED TO 25ih AR FLOTILLA
25 3 : - i
\'{Mmuuu EFFECTIVE STRENGTH — 250 PLANES, MARCH,I1943
I50 JAP PLANES ATTACK F l
*1U S. SHIPPING AT
GUADALCANAL _ |40 AIRCRAFT DESTROYED ON GROUND
l AT RABAUL BY 8-2% ATTACKS
CARRIER PILOTS FROM THIRD FLEET -4U.S. CARRIER ATTACK. JAP AIRCRAFT
s & REINFORGE GUADALCANAL DESTROYED IN AIR, 95-11 NOVEMBER 1943
; 25¢th. AIR FLOTILLA RETURNS FROM
wil |JAPANESE COVER JAPAN
= WITHDRAWAL FROM
WH |GUADALCANAL —
« JANUARY, 1943 |-
= a3
w LOSE 36 PLANES
e Zl |iNn 3 DAYS
|_ « 26t AIR FLOTILLA WITHORAWN
) > e FROM RABAUL
_-' i~ l |
Lad
m 150 é‘; F | 1
qo) - > 3 JAPANESE OPPOSE U.S. LANDING
= L-:::L - ON CAPE GLOUGCESTER
¥ o « EFFECTIVE AlIR STRENGTH ‘
() wm
5 @ ELEVENTH AlIR FLEET “ILLT!’-.EHUIGEI.!LE AIRCRAFT ORDERED
T ! TO UK, 18-19-20 FEBRUARY
J U.S. INVADES RABAUL
GUADALCANAL J
7 _AUGUST 1942 =
J E.' NOTE: PREPARED FROM MEMORY BY
Xolo . ad STAFF OFFIGCER, ELEVENTH AIR 4
a FLEET
BATTLE OF
5 CORAL SEA -
D 4-8 MAY 1942 s
S. CARRIERS 3
J ATTACK LAE &
L AND SALAMAU a
O lo MAR. 1942 R
'.; JAPANESE
ATTACK
[r BT MORESBY r--------- -‘\
Lol’J) 5 " : - l
o= g ) T
F
| EFFECTIVE ARMY AIRCRAFT )
' OPERATING IN SOLOMONS ‘
i JAN.1943 TO AUG. 1943 )
' |
o 8 AFTER 20 FEBRUARY ONLY 10
g I /puuts REMAIN IN RABAUL
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DISPOSITION OF JAPANESE

U.S. CAPTURES GUADALCANAL

/ BATTLE OF EASTERN

/ SOLOMONS

1942
AUG SEPT OCT

l NOV | DEC I JAN -T FEB I_ MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT l— oCT T :(}v | DEC | JAN | FEB l MAR
1943 1944
24™ AIR FLOTILLA
< RABAUL P i s . £ ) S APEN v v oo ol o o, rvm s (5, o oy 4 —_RABAUL ~ Pp—=———T0 MARSHALLS——— = = — — = >
2a™ AIR FLOTILLA T0
! RABAUL = Pt s e R « g = St i L T RABAUL o '::_—T-__—)_T_Rﬂu_’
21™  AIR FLOTILLA
————— FROM MARSHaLLS-4 RABAUL " P--TO MARSHALLS-—=—— — — — —
22m™ AIR FLOTILLA
————— FROM MARSHALLS-4 " RABAUL __ ~ ~ ~ P-HDQTRS TO TINIAN — AIRCRAFT TO 25 AIR FLOTILLA

11™. AIR FLEET—LAND BASED

=— U.S CARRIERS RAID RABAUL
LAND BOUGAINVILLE B0
OCCUPPY TARAWA

SOLOMON ISLANDS CAMPAIGN
AUGUST 1942 - FEBRUARY 1944

VELLA LAVELLA OCCUPIED
j BY U S FORCES

¥~ BATTLE OF SANTA CRUZ
COMBAT LOSSES

0
JAPANESE NAVAL AIRCRAFT
a0}
VF =1467 O
VvTB=1199 :
OTHERS = 269 !
P i o ()
-— BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL TOTAL 2935 ik
=18
80
MUNDA OCCUPPIED ;
BY U S FORCES 1
508
-—
L ANDINGS ON NEW GEORGIA ;
ISLAND 1
150 JAPANESE PLANES ATTACK—s - 1Y
GUADAL CANAL q
WNEW GEORGIA—BOUGAINVILL
160 JASANESE PLANES ATTACK CAMIAIGN ENDING.
GUADALCANAL N\ 0
()
U.S. OCCUPPIES RUSSELL 100
ISLAND \‘* 2
=10
S _
\ -.
TO
O
i

JAPANESE WITHDRAW
FROM SOLOMONS 3,

AND RABAUL.
/ )
1943 1944 '
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