( 285 )

An Extrattof a Letter of M. de. S. Mau-
rice M.D,to M.delaClofure,s Phy-
Jitian of Aubeterre. of the Tawenty Sixth
of April 1682: Concerning the formati-
onof a Foctusinthe Tefticle. Taken out
of the Fournal de Medicine Publifk:
Fan.1683. by M. I" Abbe dela Roque

at Paris.

de Saint Mere , we oughrt no lcnger to doubt of the
Formarion of the Fetus in the Tefticles of Women,and
confequently of the Exiftence of Egs.  This Lady whofe
Merit is known to you, had been brought 1o bed Eight
times as profperoufly as mightbe , and after having con-
tinued Five years without being with Child, in {o much
that (he thought her felf freed from thofe forts of Labours,
about Three months fince fhe fufpeted herfelfto be fallen
into that condition again s becaufe having never failed of
being very regular, and not finding her felf ill, fhe was
more than 2 Month without her ordinary relief. Bur whilft
in'this ftate fhe had a little fhow, which fcarce left her
wholy during the two laft Months of her Life , and which
fhe paft neverthelefs without much trouble, fo thatfhe
thought her felf to be fecure, as to the point of her being
with Child, but thatthe 224 Inftant, afterfhe was upin
the Morning in very good health and had been writing a-
boutan hour, fhe fell into Faintings, which made her lo« fe
Ppa2 ab=

I think Sr. that after what lately happened to Madam

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 2
Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). RINORY |

Www.jstor.org



{ 286 )

abfolutely her Pulfe from that Moment without depriving
her of her Underftanding or Speech.

M. de Saint Mere who took this faintnefs at firft for an ef-
fect ot Vapours , was not Allarmed atit, till feeling her
Arme , he found her withoutany Pu/fe. This privation
joyned with a mortal Palenefs amufing him, he fcnta man
tointreat me to go and fee her..

I came to her about Eight of the Clock in the Evenings.
I found her cold and wholly without any Pu//z ; her Coun-
tenance deadifhand covered with a clammy and cold {weat,
haveing ftill an entire Underftanding and ber Speech
ftrong.

She complained of a great.colic£ in the Regionofthe
right groine,, which terminatedar the Reines: This (o=
lick was fo violent, that as Iwas going to touch the place,
fhe prayed me not to prefs it , andtold me ] fhould make
her fall into a Swoon.

In a moment after, fhe felcall the Preludium’s of an im-
minent Travel; fhe called her Chiturgeon and dyed in his
Arms {aying y 1 am Delivering, I am Delivering 5 there ap=
pearing outwardly neither diflillation , nor fleoding, nor
any mark ot this difordere

A Deathfo little expe&ted amazed every boay, and
{fupprized (o much M, de §¢. Mere , that he was defirous
10 know, whether the opening the body would not dif-
coversthe Caufe: M. de la Chefe a Chirurgeon was made
Choife of ro do it, and 1 wasprayed to aflit Meffieurs de
Montauzon Advocate of Periyueuz , dela Porte Getitleman of
M. le Comte deTaleran , du Var Apothecary to st. Meres
and two Valets de Chambre of the houfe,defired tobe prefent
at the opening, and thisis what we found.

As foon as the Chirurgeonhad opened the Integuments
ofthe belly we faw in the Epegaffrick Region all the Entrals
floating 1n Blood : 1 caufed Two Pound to be taken forth
with afpoon ; toavoid changing the fituation of the parts,
after which feeing that there remained in the right Flank

2w



(287 )

a prodigious quantity which was coagulated,. [ tryed my
felf to take ir our withmy hand , but Judge Sr. how 1 was
Surprized, whenamong the firft Clots which I drew forth,
I found a little Fetus about the bignefs of a Thumb, and
a Third lefsinlength, all very diftinétly formed, and in
which was manitcftly difcovered the Sex of a Boy but
naked and without covering. 1 put this Fetas on a Plate
and fhewed it to all that were prefent, and being impatient
to know from whence it came , L applyed my telf withall
exaétnefs to examin all the neighbouring parts of the place
whence I took it. Two fingers fromthis place 1 found the
right Cornu of the Womb ; but my amazment was doubled,
when | found the Tefficletorn longwaies and thro the mid-
dle onthe fide > that it did not touch the Tuba, and all
its cavity full of clotted blood. I no longer doubted , but
this'was the place where this infant was formred, and I con-
ceived that having acquired in this place a growth too
great to be able to fall intime 5 and having continued to
grow there, without being able to come forth, ithadat
length broken its Prifon by ftretching it

1 was confirmed in my opinion when comparing this
Teftwcle with the left. Ifound it atleaft four timés bigger
itsgreatnefs approaching that of an Hens Egg; and the
lefr being not greater; than a little Chefout; it was all
red without and within, befides the clotted blood that iz
contained ; whereas the left was pale and full of little
grains of the colour and confiftency of yellow Tallow.

I examined the Tube on the right fide ; andI could not
find thac this Infant had ever entred there; it wasinall
things like the left Tube.

Laftly I examined the Body of the Womb withall the
Care and Exaltnefs that might be, itappeared to mee-
very where withoatany rent, and ina ftate purely nata-
ral: Ionly obferved, tharit'was alittle bigger and {of-
ter than it is found in Women who dye without being with
Child : it was all as Dr- FHarvy has deferibed itin the firft

month



( 268 )

month of Pregnansy. 1caufed a probe tobe put into its Ca-
vity by the Vagina, and thento be cutopen, and I found
not the leaft (igne of Conception. Indeed the Veflels of the
interior membrane appeared to me full of Bloodsand vari=
cous as it were, which doubtlefs was the caufe of that litcle
fhow of Blood , as before mentioned.

Thoit were need!efs to fearch elfewhere for the Death
of this Lady ; we neverthelefs examined all the other
parts both of the Belly, and of the Breaft , and found them
all well in order,and in a ftate purely natural.

Ileave you now to judge Sr. what may be concluded
from allthis 5 fince no perfon candraw berter than your
felf the confequences, which neceflarily follow from this
Phaenomenon.

Authors {peak of certain Fetus’s found in the Tubes s
and of others that have been found in theCavity of the belly,
the Womb, nor the Tubes being any way torn : butI do
not think that any perfon hitherto has been able to .fhew ,
that the conception is made in the Tefticle or Qvarium, as
it feems to me that the fa@, which I have now related to
you manifeftly demonftrates. and tis this which has made
us think hitherto that theOpinion of Egs had hitherto need
of Proofs to fupportir.

An



