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tilt of the Consuls Names, and of f  the rears comprehended 
in this Volume. 

Sex. Pompeius. 
Sex. Apulcius. 
Drusus Cesar. 
C. Norb. Flaccus. 
T. Statilius Sisenna A. R. 767. aft. C. 16. ° Taurus. 
L. Scribonius Libo. 

Coelius Rufus. A. n. TGA. 
L. Pomponius Mac- ail* C 37* 

CUS. 

Ti. Cesar Aurrus- A. R. 769. 
tus, III. 

German. Canar, II. 
M. Junius Silanus. 
L. Norbanus Balbus 

Flaccus. 
M. Val. Messala. 
A.I. Aurelius Cotta. 
Tiberius Caesar Au-

gustus, IV. 
Drusus Casar, II. 
C. Sulp. Galba. 
D. Hat. Agrippa. 
C. Asinius. 
C. Antistius. 
Ser. Cornelius Cc.. A. It. 775. 

L. Visellius Varro. 
Coss. Cor. Lentulus. 
M. A sin i us Agiippa. 

Vol.,. II. 

Cn. Len. Getulicus. A• B. 777- aft C. Calvisius. 	. C. 26.  

M. Licin. Crassus. A. It 77t  
L. Calpurnius Piso. aft. C. 27. 

Ap. Junius Silanus. A. R. 71Tt. 
P. Silius Nerva. 	aft. C. 2S.  

C. Rub. Geminus. A. tr  7,800.  aft.C. Rufius Gcminus. 

M. Vinicius. 	A. R. 78I. 
L. Cas. Longinus. aft. C. 30.  

Tiberius Caesar Au. 
gustus, V. 	A. R. 782. 

aft. C. 31. 
L. /Elius Sejanus. 
Cn. Domitius Ahe. 

nobarbus. 	A. R. 7S1 
M. Furius Camillus aft. c.32.  

ScriboniAnus. 
Ser. Sulp. Ga 	A. R. 74t. 
L. Cornelius Sylla. aft' c. 33.  
P. Fabius Persicus. A.  B. 785. 
L. Vitellitts. 	. . art. C. 34. 

C. Cestius Gallus. A. R. 780.. 
M. Servilius Rufus. 

 aft. C. 35. 

Q. 	 A. R.787. 
Sc.X 	 art. C. 36. 

Cp. Acer. Proculus. 	L8714. 
C. Pont. Nigrinus. 

A 

A. lt. 765. 
aft. C. 14. 

A. R. 766. 
aft. C. 15. 

b 	aft. C. lb. 

A. R. 770. 
aft. C. 19. 

A. R. 771. 
alt. C. 20. 

A. It. 772. 
aft. C. 21. 

A. It. 773. 
aft. C. 22. 

A. R. 774. 
aft. C. 23. 

aft. C. '24. 

A. R. 776. 
aft. 	25. 

   
  



   
  



CONTENTS 
OF 

VOLUME SECOND. 

••••••••• 

BOOK IV. 

SECT. L 

TIBERIUS had a good head and a bad heart, 
p. 3. His dissimulation, ibid. He appeared at last 
Wzat lie really was, 4. immediately after the death 
of Augustus he takes possession of the sovereign 
power, 5. His feigned modesty with respect to the 
Senate, ibid. He compasses the death of Posthumus 
Agrippa, ibid. Fidelity and obedience sworn to Ti-
berius at Rome, 7. Augustus's corpse is brought to 
Rome, ibid. Tiberius opens the assembly of the 'Senate 
by a speech, ibid. Augustus's will, 8. Three memo-
rials joined by Augustus to his will, 9. The Senate's 
deliberation, 10. Tiberizas ordinance criticised, 11. 
Augustus's funeral, ibid. A Temple in Rome, and 
divine honours, are decreed him, 13. Tiberius makes 
believe he will not accept the Empire, 14. The Senate 
presses him thereto by earnest supplications, 15. 11 
state of the Empire of Augustus's own hand-writing is 
read, 16. Tiberius's counterfeit modesty makes some 
of the Senators lose all patience,, ibid. Asinius Gallas 
and ,Arriuntius Offends the refined :jealousy of Tiberius, 
17. Which also happens to Haterius and Mamoru: 

Scaurus 

   
  



CONTENTS. 
Scaurus, 18. Tiberius at: length half yields to the Se-
nates entreaties, 19. but obstinately refuses some, of 
the honours attached to the Imperial dignity, 20. Sid 
opposes those intended to be decreed his mother, 22. 
He demands the Proconsular authority for' Germanicus„ 
23. 	Nomination of twelve Pretors, ib. The right of 
election, and the whole power of the people, transferred 
to the Senate, ibid. Two sedit ions at once, 24. Re-
lation of that in Pannonia, 25. Tiberius sends his son 
Drams to appease the sedition, 32. An eclipse of the 
Moon terrifies the seditious. They grow calla, 35. End 
of the sedition in Pannenia, 39. Sedition in the Ger-
man army, ibid. Germanicus, who was in Gaul, 
bastes thither to appease it, 42. The seditious offer 
him the Empire; which lie considers as an affront, 45. 
GratOcations and privileges granted by him in order to 
quiet them, 46. 'Commotion of a detachment of these 
legions, suppressed by a subaltern, 48. The sedition of 
the legions is reneiced on the arrival of deputiesfronz 
the Senate,  49.  Furious excesses of the •Matineers, 
ibid. Germanicus sends out of the camp his wife A-
grippina and his son Caligula,  51. Grief of. the sol-
diers,  52.  Germankus.'s' speech to the legions, ibid. 
The mutineers come to themselves, and execute justice 
on the most guilty, 55. Review of the Centurions, 56. 
Tiberius keeps quiet in Rome during -  all these COM1110-
60718; 57. Germanicus prepares to reduce hy force 
two obs!inate legions,  58. lhe soldiers duteously pre-
vent hii,z  by  it bloody execution of the most criminal, 
59. Short and happy expedition against the Germans, 
60. Tiberius's joy, tempered with di.•;quiet; 62. 

S E C T. II. 
proqi r.!1 	AziL,:wstus's daughter, 65. Sempro- 

' 	bq 	 oider, 	libe- 
'• • 	 ju  cruelty, conceit'' ,  it lindt'l 

: 	,.'nity and moderaii6n , 66. lie 
Man Vests 

   
  



CONTENTS. 	 V 

manifests great zeal for justice, 69. Ile does not op-
press the nations, ibid. He affects popularity, 70. 

• It was his dread of Germanicus that made him tints 
counterfeit, ibid. He permits prosecutions for pre-
tended reasons, 71. "Vizir of Falanius and Rubrius, 
V. 	That of Granites Mareellus,73. Tiberiues well- 

• judged liberality, l5. He sometimes couples it with 
severity, ibid. Overflowing of the Tiber. Project 

' for turning the rivers that ran into it, 76. Achaia 
and 3Iacedonia become provinces, to Cce.utr,77. Ti-
berius's custom of continuing those in place he had onc,.; 
put in, ibid. Drusus's vices, 78. Tiberius leave.) 
of going to the games and spectacles, ibid. Passion 
of the Ionians for pantomimes. Seditions. Regulation 
on that subject, 79. Augustus's legacy to the pe.;2Ie 
discharged somewhat late by Tiberius, 80. Melancholy 
fate of a pleasant 'fellow, 81. The hundredth dena-
rites'continued. Revocation of the indulgences extorted 
by the seditious in Germany, ibid. German war. 
Germanicus's expedition against the Cattans, 82. Se-
gestes besieged by his countrymen. Germanicus delivers 
him, 83. Discourse of Segestes to Germanicus, 84. 
Arminius makes the Cheruscans and neighbouring na-
tions take up arms, 86. Germanicus 'marches against 
him, 87. He pays the last duties to the remains qf 
l'arus and his legions, ibid. Tiberius blames hinz,for 

89.. Action between the Romans and Germans 
wherein the advantage is equal, ibid. . Return of the 
Roman army, 90; Four legions under the conduct of 
Cecina are in great danger, but extricate themselves by 
their valour, ibid. False rumour of the entire &Pat 
of these legions. Thoughts of breaking the bridge on 
the Rhine. Agrippina prevents it, 94 Tiberius takes 
umbrage at Agrippina, 95. Two legions wider the 
conduct of P. Vitellius are in danger of being doneved, 
ibid. 	Gowzanicus's liberality and goodness, 97. 
He receives into favour Segimertes and his son, 98. 
He takes a resolution to transport all his troops. into 

Germang 
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+let-many by sea, ibid. Az feet of a thousand sail, 99. 
Short expedition towards the Luppia, ibid. Embarka-
tion. Course of the fleet to the mouth of the Amisia, 
ibid. Conversation between Arminius and his. brother 
Flavius, who served in the Roman army, 100. Ger-
manicus passes the Veser. He secretly informs him-
self of his soldiers dispositions, hh. Germanicus's 
dream, 103. His harangue to the soldiers, ibid. 
Arminius encourages his troops, 105. Battle gained 
by the Romans, ibid. Second battle, wherein the Ro-
mans are again victorious, 106. Trophy, 109. The 
Angrivarians submit, ibid. Return of the Romans 
by sea. Storm. Disaster of the fleet, ibid. Germa-
nicus's grief. His cave to pick up his soldiers, 110. 
Expeditions against the Cattans and Marsians. Fright 
of the Germans, 111. Return of the legions into win-
ter quarters, 112. Germanicus recalled, ibid. He 
has no successor in the chief command of the legions in 
Germany, 113. 

BOOK V. 
SECT. I. 

Conspiracy of Drusus Libo discovered. He is 
accused, and kills himself, 115. Renewal of the 
old  ordinances against Astrologers,  120. Remark- 

• able trace of the Republican government, 121. A slave  -
of 

 
Agrippa Posthumus personaics that Prince, ibid.. 

He is anested, and put to death, 122. Foollsh 
Vibins Rufus. Tiberius's moderation with respect 

to him, 123. Attempt to reform luxury,  ibid. Libel--
ics taken by L. Piso, 125. Contest between Cn. Piso 

ilsinius Gallus about the vacations of the Senate; 
Asinius Gallus proposes to fix the magistrates for 

five years. .Tiberius removes that nation, 127. Hor 
tensitts's grandma demands a gratification of Tiberzus,. 
J 28. He is  rudely refuse d, 130. Old records sought 
out and transcribed, 182. Germanicus's triumph, ibid. 
Troubles among the Parthians, 133. Troubles in Arnie 
da,135 . Death ofilrchelaus King of Cappadocia. Deere 

of 
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of the Senate for reducing his kingdom into a Roman 
province, 136. Other commotions in the East, 137k 
Commission given Germanicus to pacify the East, 138. 

Piso made governor of Syria, ibid. Tiberius's 
court divided between Germanicus and Drusus, who 
continue themselves good friends, 139. Terrible earth-
quake in Asia, 140. Tiberius eases the Asiatics, 141. 
His liberality to several Roman Senators, ibid. His 
severity to prodigals, 142. Dedications of several tem-
ples, ibid. He will not miler his name to be given to the 
month of November, ibid. Apuleia Varilia accused of 
high-treason, and gently treated, ibid. Death of Titus 
Livius, and of Ovid, 143. Drusus sent into gyri-
cum on occasion of the war between Maroboduusand Ar-
minius, ibid. Maroboduus, being dethroned, is receiv-. 
ed into Italy and grows old in peace, 147. Arnaini-
us's death and panegyric, 148. Rhescuporis King of 
Thrace, despoiled of his kingdom and banished, 149. 
Horrible immorality at Rome, 153. Ordinances to re- 
strain it, 154. 	Action of Mundus and Paulin. 
Egyptian superstitions proses-Med, ibid. Jews drivers 
out of Rome, 155. Election of a vestal, ibid. New 
island in the Archipelago, 155. 

SECT. II. 
Germanicus sets out for the East. Detail of his 

journey, 157. First instances of Piso's insolence and 
turbulency. Germanicus's good nature, 159. 	Piso 
being arrived in Syria, endeavours to gain the affection 
of the soldie, y at tlw evence of divcipline,160. Ger-
manicus gives a king to Armenia, ibid. The Ovation 
is decreed hitn and Drusus, 161. Cappadocia and Com-
magena reduced into provinces, ibid. Piso's bad pre- 
cedure with respect to Germanicus, 	 1 anicus, 162.onones 
sent into Cilicia. His death, 163. Germanicus's jour-
ney to Egypt, 164. At his return he falls ill. New 
extravagcsncies llf ,  Piso, 165. Germaniuum. 
himself poisoned by Piso, 166. He orders him to leave 

Syria, 

   
  



- viii 	 CoNTENT S. 

6//ria, lbid. Germanicus's death, 167. 	itiversal 
grief; 160. He is buried at Antioch. Praise .s given 
hm, 109.  &nails takes 	command ill iS:1111(1, 171. 
Agrippina's. departure with Germank.s. us' ashes, ibid. 
Piso endeavours to resume b y force the government of 

hinder.: him, and obliges him to 
retake the route of .1tat.y,  171.  Excessive grnf in Rome 
on account of Germaitiens's 	anddeaili,175. Ho- 

decreed to his memory, 171. 	Drusus's 
is delivered  q.  male twins, 178. Agrippina's 

arrival at Brundusium,  ibid. Honours shewn to Ger-
manicus's ashes fiwn Brundusizem to Rome, 180. They 
are carried to Augustus's tomb,  181. Tiber ills maims 
the people to set bounds to their immoderate grief, 182. 
Dates of the interrment and death of Geri/imams, 
183. Pico arrices at Rome, ibid. He is accused, and 
the affair brought before the Senate, 185. Tibcrias's 
discourse, 186. Pleadings,  188. Piso's death, 191. 
Plancina, Piso's  wife, saved at Livia's entreaty. 193. 
Opinion of the Consul moderated by Tiberius.)  194. 
Piso's accusers retvarded,  195. 

E CT. Ill. 

hr ususs Ovation, 197. Death, of Vipsania his 
mother, ibid. Lepida accused and condemned, 198. 
Death of Quiriaius,<200. D. S'ilanus obtains leave to 
return to Rome,  ibid.  Moderations and restrictions 
of the law Papia Poppea, 201.  The eldest of Ger-
mankus's sons puts on the virile robe,  202.  His mar-
riage, :2.03. Death of Sallust )  the Emperor's .211i-
nietr, 204. Consulship of the father and son, ibid. 
.111 Tiberius's colleagues in the Consulship perished mi-
serably, ibid. Tiberius absents himself from Rome, 
'205. Dispute between Corbulo and 14. SNlla, ibid. 
Corbido Named in another kind of affair, 206. Cecina 
Severus's proposition rejected, ibid. An enormous and, 
t.yrannic abuse repressed, 207.  Drusus acquires great 

good- 
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good-will on that account, 208. Accusations of high 
trea,san,,ibid. _Incredible length's  that Ilay  were carried 
to, ibid.  Condemnation and death of Lutorius Pris-
cus, 210.  Law that defers fir ten days the execution 
of the judgments of the Senate, 212. Commotions in 
Thrace, 213. Revolt in Gaul, ibid.  Alarm that the 
news of it produces at Rome. Tranquillity of Tibe-
rius, 216. Sacronir, chief of the Eduans, dtfeated by 

' &lilts, 217. Tiberius acquaints the Senate by letter 
.• with the beginning and end of the war at tlw same time, 

218. Base flattery of a Senator, ibid. Tiberius. makes '

k

i 

 

frequent delusive projects of journies, 219. ll'ar of Tac- 
farinas in Africa, ibid. lie is beat by Furies Camil- 

, 	ha, 2 2 () He defeats a Roman cohort, 221. It is 
decimated by order of the Proconsul Apranius, ibid. 
The Civic crown given by the Empel or to a soldier, ib. 
Tacfarivas is driven back again into the deserts, 222. 
Junius Bksus named to succeed Apronius, ibid. He 
gains great advantages, but does not terminate the war, 

23. Tiberius bestows on him the triumphal orna-
ments, and the title of Imperator, 224. 

pit2 
 

SEC T. IV. 

Complaint of the Ediles of the luittly of eating, 
225. Stories about Apicius, 226. The Senate con-

; sults Tiberius, 227. Frugality of that Prince's table, 
ibid. His answer to the senate, 228. No reforma-
tion ; this luxury continues increasing to Galba's time: 
it lead ceased when Tacitus wrote, 231. Causes 
of that change, 232. The Tribunitial power asked 
by Tiberius for Drusus of the Senate, and granted, 
233.  Drusus returns thanks by letter, 235. Discon-
tent of the Senators, ibid.  Malguinensis precluded the 
government of Asia, on account of his being priest of 

: Japiter, ibid. The rights of assylums discussed blibre 
the Senate, and moderated, 236. Livia's illness, 238. 

Tiberius 
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Tiberius returns to Rome, ibid. &hams, Proconsul 
of Asia, accused-and condemned, 239. Tiberius rejects 
a novelty that tended to increase his power, 242. A-
nother Proconsul condemned, 2.3. Tiberius's modera-
tion, ibid. Base flattery of Ateius Capito, ibid. Ti-
berius tired of the servitude  of the Senators, 244. 
Death of Ateius Capito, 245. The Basilic of Paulus 
repaired by Lepidus, 246. Ponzpey's theatre de.s.troyed 
by fire, and rebuilt by Tiberius, ibid. Death of 
nia, Brutus's sister, ibid. 

BOOK VI. 
SE CT. I. 

Beginning of the misfortunes of the Imperial fa.,  
mily, 249. Tiberius pretends to visit the provinces, 
250. State of the land and sea forces on foot in Tibe-
rius's time, ibid. Short sketch.of Tiberius's government 
to his ninth year, 252. Divers events, the most inter-
esting of which is the danger C. GmcchuS is in, 254. 
The Pantomimes expelled Italy, 255. Capito, intend-
ant of the Emperor, condemned by the Senate, ibid. 
A temple erected in Asia to Tiberius, Livia, and the 
Senate, 256. Death of Lucillius Longus, Tiberius's 
old and faithful friend, 257. Honours done the Ves-
tals, ibid. The war of Taefarinas is ended by Do-
label/a, ibid. Conspiracy of the slaves stifled, 261. 
L. Piso, being accused, dies before sentence, 262. 
Cassius Scveras transported from Crete to the isle of 
S'eriphos, ibid. Flautists S'ilvanias, who threw his 
wilt out of a window, is reduced to die by opening his 
veins, ibid. Vibius Serenus accused by his sow, 263.. 
The informers protected by Tiberius against the in-
clination of the Senate,  265. Tiberius forgives a Ro-. 
man knight who had made satyfical verses on him, 267. 
JUMir of Suilise, and of Firmius Catus, ibid.  Taci-
tus's reflection on the ungratefid matter treated of in 
Ilir Ainnals, 68. Accusation and death of Cremutius 
Cordus, 270. Passion for accusing, 274.  Vibius  Se-
rams protected by 11w public hatred, ibid. Tiberius 

will 

   
  



CONTENTS. 	 xi 
wilt not consent to have a tempk erected to him in. 
Spain, 275. He fortOes himself in his resolution 
to leave Rome, 277. Tiberius's rigour to the accused, 
278. Death of Lentulus Getulicus, and of L. Domi-
tius, ibid. Death of L. Amanita, 280. Divers 
tfilitirs of the provinces, ibid. L. Piso assassinated in 
Spain, 281. Poppeus Sabinus makes war on the Thra-
cians, and receives the triumphal ornaments, ibid. Ti-
fierius quits Rome for ever, 285. Ills motives, ibid. 
He settles in the isle of Caprete, 288. A fisherman 
ill-treated by Tiiberius, 289. Tiberius abandons him- , 

, setj to indolence, intemperance, and the most infamous 
Adebauchery, ibid. Fifty thousand men killed or wound-
ed by the fall of an amphitheatre, 291. 4 terrible 
fire, 293. Tiberius's generosity, ibid. Flattery of the 
Senate, ibid. Revolt of the Frisians, 294. The Ro-
nzan losses, ibid. Agrippina, Germanicus's daughter, 
married to Oz. .Domitius, 296, Death of Julia, Au-
gustus's granddaughter, 297. Death of Q. Haterius, 
ibid. His species of eloquence, ibid. Livia's death, 

Her character, ibid. Ingratitude of the Em-
peror her son, 298. Tiberius's government becomes 
more tyrannic than ever, 301. 

SECT. IL 
Origin and fortune of St:puts, 303, His ambi-

tious projects, 304. His character, 305. He poisons 
Drusus, 'Tiberius's son, 366. Tiberius's resolution 
at his son's death, 308. Suspected of insensibility, 
310. Honours decreed to the nzenzory of Drusus, 
311. His fimeral, ibid. Another manner of relat- 
ing 	death ; refuted by Tacitus, ibid. Vices 
imputed to Drusus, 312. His generosity, ibid. Gene-
ral affection fur the family of Germanicus, 313. Seja-
nus undertakes its ruin, ibid. Flattery of the Pontiffs 
to Nero, and Drusus, 315. Tiberius's complaints, ag-
gravated by Sejanus, i bid. Silius and Sosia his wife 
accused and condemned, ibid. Moderation and wisdom 
of.Han,Lepidus,318.RegulationfOrmakin,rma- 

gzstrates 
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gistrates responsible for .the extortion of their it?ices 
in their government, 319. Sejanus asks lcat'e of Ti-
berius to marry Drusus's widow, ibid. Tiberius re-
fuses him, but with great gentleness, 320. (S'ejanus 
inspires Tiberius with the design of retiring from 
Rome, 322. Claudia Pulera accused by Domitius 
Aler, 323. Agrippiaa's complaints on that subject, 
324. Domuizes Afer more esteemed for his eloquence 
than his probity, 325. Agrippina demands of Ti-
berius to be remarried, 326. He makes her no an, 
swer, ibid. Agrippina, deceived by Sejanus's emis-
saries, imagines 'Tiberius has a design to poison her, 
ibid. Adventure that increases Svanues credit with 
Tiberius, 327. Sejanus sets about destroying Nero, 
Gennaniczis's eldest son, ibid. Quiiztilius Varus ac-
cused by Donzitius Aftr, 329. Guards set over A- 
grippina and Nero, 330. Titius Sabinus who was at-
tached to them, perishes by signal infidelity, ibid. 
FaithjUlness of Sabinus's dog, 334. His accusers 
punished some time after, 335. Flattery of the Se-
nate, 336. Tiberius and Sejanus permit the Romans 
to come and pay their court to them, ibid. Tiberius 
writes to the Senate against Agrippina, and her son, 
337. His letter is ineffectual, 338. Another letter 
from Tiberius, 339. hiatus in Tacitus,ibid. Con.. 
denination of Agrippina, Nero, and Drusus, 340. Ti-
berius's perfidy and inhumanity to Asinins Gallus, ibid. 
Enormous power of Sejanus, 341. Tiberius, apprised 
by Antonia of Stjanza's designs, at last opens his eyes, 
342. To lull him into a false security, he loads him 
with honours, and names hint Consul with himself, 343. 
Sejanus is received with iryinite respect into Rome, 344. 
Tiberius's artful conduct in ruining him, 345. .Death 
of Nero, Germanicus's eldest son, 348. Tiberius's let-
ter to the iS'enate against Sejanus, ibid. Sejanus is ar-
rested, and carried to prison, 35.0. He is put to death, 
352. His children perish with him, 353. Death of 
Apicota,fitr»zer wife of Sejanus, ibid. Livilla's death, 
354. Some of Siejames's partizans massacred by the 

people, 
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people, 354. Houses plundered. by the Prwtortan 
guards, ibid. Decree of the Senate against Se anus's 
memory, 355. Tiberius refuses the honours decreed 
him, ibid. Preaching of Jesus Christ,  356. 

S E C T. HI. 
Tiberius crueller after Sejanus's death,  358.  Ble- 

.,sus, and many others, prosecuted be/bre the Senate as 
accomplices of Selanus, 359. Cruelties of Tiberius at 
Caprece, 360. Melancholy adventures of a Rhodian, 
ibid. Public hatred of Tiberius, 361. Sereilities of  • 
the Senate, ibid. A Senator punished for having pro-. 
Posed to give an honourable recompence to the Prce-
torian soldiers, 363. Two accomplices of Sejanu.s con-
donned, 364. Messalinus Cotta attacked by many - 
nators, and defended by Tiberius, 365. Tacitus's re-
flection on a confession that escaped Tiberius, 366. Ti-
berius's debaucheries ; his shame of them spite of him-
self, 367. His cruelty continues, ibid. Passion for 
accusations, ibid. Magnaninzky of a Roman Knight 
accused of being Stria/ills' s friend, 368. Tiberiu.s's cruel-
ty to his old friends ; and to the learned Grecians he, 
had about him, 370. ilIanz/ accused Death of Scaurus, 
371. A mother put to death for bewailing her son, 373. 
Death of Fa fins Go/dines, and of his wife, ib.  Rubrius 
Fabatits thinks of retiring to Parthin, 374.  Piso, Pras-
fect of Route, diet : His perpetual driarkenness, ibid.:  
Lamia succeeds hi in , and afterwards Cossus,375. New; 
Sibylline verses: Tiberius has them examined, ibid. Se-
ditious motion? of the people appeased,  376.  The Empire 
Ibrcteld Galba by Tiberius, 377. Marriages of Doti 

ana 	alio, Germanic.  us's slaughters, and of Julia, 
D r siva' s (laugh ter, ibid. Troubles and generaleon,fitsiol 
about debts: Remedy applied by Tiberius, 378. Cont/-
111Ult 1.011 qf Tiber/la's eruelties,379. Ile puts to death al 
who were detained in prison as Scjanus's accompli 
381.  Death, of .Asinius Gallus, ibid. Death of D 
sus, Germanieus's son, 382. Agrippina's death,  384 
Plancina is accused, and kills herself, 385. Co( 
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Nerva starves hiniself, 385. Peaceable deaths of three 
illustrious persons, 386. Consummation of the mys-
teries of the Saviour, ibid. A phoenix;  387. Pomponiz0 
Labeo and his wife  cut their veins, ilia • informers 
pUnished, 388. Boldness of Lentulus Getulicus, 
Second Decennals of Tiberius, 389. False Drusus, 
ibid. Troubles and revolutions among the Parthians 
and Armenians, ibid. Commotions iqVappadocia, 3g91 
.Continuation of Tiberius's cruelties, 400.. Peaceable 
death of Poppeus Subinus, 402. Funeral of a raven, 
403. A person accused poisons himself in the Senate 
• itself,  404. Punishment of Tigranes, ibid. .fl great-,: 
fire in 'Rome, Tiberius's, liberality, ibid. Tiberius's' 
perplexity and uncertainty about the choice of a succes-
sor, 405. Remarkable saying of Tiberius about Galas, 
407. Tiberius endeavours to conceal the declension of 
ids health, 408. Divers accusations, ibid. Voluntary 
death of .ilrruntius, ibid. A tragical and scandalous 
adventure, 411. Tiberius's demise, ibid. The people 
inveigh against his menzory, 41,4. Epochs and degree's 
of Tiberius's wickedness, ibid. Proofs of the badness 
of his heart, 415. His moroseness, 416. His irreli. 
b °ion ibid. His learning. His obscure, pedantic style • " 
4170 His affectation of purity, ibid!  , His persona  
ibid. 
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TIBERIUS, 

BOOK IV. 

SECT. I. 
Tiberius had a good head and a bad heart. His dissi-

mulation. Be appeared at last what he really was. 
Immediately after the death of Augustus he takes 
possession of the sovereign power. His feigned 
modesty with respect to the Senate. lie compasses 
the death of Posihumus Agrippa. Fidelity and 
obedience sworn to Tiberius at Rome. Augustus's 
corpse is brought to Rome. Tiberius opens the 
asselliNit of the Senate by a speech. Augustus's 
will. Three memorials joined by Augustus to his 
will. The Senate's deliberation. Tiberius's ordi-
nance' criticised. Augustus's funeral. A Temple 
in Row, and divine Honours, are decreed him. Ti- 

beriu.s 
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berites makes believe he will not accept the Empire. 
The :jenate presses him, thereto by earnest supplica-
tions. .d state of the Empire of ..lugustus's own 
hand-writing is read. Ttherius's countediit mo—
desty makes some of the Senaifms lose all patience. 
Asinius Gallus and Arruntius offend the refined jea-
lousy of Tiberius. Hhich1.71so happens to Ilaterius 
and 411amercus Scaurus. Tiberius at length half !  
fields to the Senate's entreaties. But obstinately 
refuses some of the honours attached to the imperial 
dignity, and opposes those intended to be decreed his 
mother,""He demands the proconsular authority for 
Germanicus. Nomination of twelve Proctors. The 
right of election, and the whole power of the 
people, transferred to the Senate. Two seditious 
at once. Relation of that in Pannonia. Tibe-
rius sends his son Drusus to appeasr. the sedition. 
Act eclipse of the Moon terrifies the seditious. They 
grow calm. End of the sedition in Pannonia. 
AVIA/41w in the German ariinj. Germankits, who 
leas in Gaul, bastes thither to appease it. The 
seditious o//er him the Empire ; which he consi-
ders as an affront. Graf cations and privileges 
granted by him in order to quiet them. Comnzo-
tion of a detachment of these iegions, suppressed by 
a subaltern. The sedition of the legions is re-
newed on the arrival of deputies from the Senate. 
Furious excesses of the mutineers. Germanicus 
sends out of the camp his 	Agrippina and 
his son Caligula. Grief of the soldiers.. Gelina- 
nicas speech to the legions. 	The mutineers 
come to themselves, and execute justice on the 
most guilty. Review of the Centurions. Tibe-
rius keeps quiet in Rome during all these commo-, 
tions. Germanicus prepares to reduce by force 
two obstinate legions. The soldiers duteously pre-. 

vert 
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vent him by a bloody execution of the most 
criminal. 'Short and happy eXpedition against 
the Germans. Tiberius's joy tempo ed with 
disquiet. 

TIBERIUS is perhaps the strongest eVi-Tiberius 
deuce there ever was of the truth of that tdadaafit 

important maxim, that every good quality andbad heart. 
talent is useless, nay even pernicious and fatal, 
when joined to a bad heart. He came to the 
sovereign power with a genius for business, a 
vast penetration; a perfect knowledge of the 
true maxims of government, a consummate ex-
perience, and great military skill and valour. 
What was there wanting .to constitute a good 
and great prince ? nothing but a good heart to 
second his abilities. This sole want made him 
a tyrant, and the detestation of his cotempora-
ries and all posterity. 

Nor ever did man merit more this notorious,Snet. Titi 
universal hatred. For he was a bad son, a bad'°' 
brother, an indifferent insensible father, and the 
executioner of great part of his family ; so that 
it was a signal misfortune to have connections 
with, or to be too nearly related to him. Rome 
suffered more by him than Italy or the provin-
ces ; and in Rome the senators, whose dignity 
brought them near hiin, and the grandees, of 
whom many were his relations, were the prin-
cipal victims of his barbarity. 

This is, if I am not mistaken, the justest idea His disci. 
we can form of Tiberius. That dissimulation,mulati°" 
which is commonly esteemed his characteristic, 
wos the product of that union of a good head 
with a bad heart which I have observed to be in 
him. By the one knowing what was good, and 
by the other inclined to what was bad, he could 

Vol,. II. 	 B 	 neither 
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neither have the candour of an honest heart, 
which by snewing itself conciliates esteem and. 
aflection, nor the brutal transports of a mad-
man whose every faculty is absorbed in vice. 
He was therefore constrained to make use of a 
continual disguise, in order toa hide from the 
world that baseness and• unworthiness, which, 
though he could nut, he would fain have con-
cealed from himself. But truth and nature 
overcame sooner or later all obstacles. 

Ifea:Tear. Tiberius well knowing the power of modesty, 
ed at list 
what he lenity, and belie\ olenie, in gaining hearts, af- 
really was•fectal at first the exterior of all these virtues. 

Yet this he did with so ill grace, that it was ea-
sily perceived the - were not natural to him. As 
his power estabiished itself, his boldness aug-
mented, and the disguise diminished ; until at 
last, finding no longer occasion of restraint, he 
gave a loose to his passions, and appeared what 
he was, a monster of cruelty and infamy. To 
unravel well so intricate a character, and to de-
pict faithfully its opposite and often contradic-
tory lineaments, a master-hand was necessary. 
And such a one has in fact undertook it. Ti-
berius's history has been wrote by the best bio-
grapher of antiquity ; and I shall be enabled to 
draw a lively picture of the government and life 
of this emperor by following Tacit us step by 
step : only I shall not always wholly espouse his 
sentiments, as they sometimes make the worst 
of men yet worse than they really were. 

SEX. POMPTIUS. 
A. R.765. 	SLX. APULEIUS. 
k. C. 14. 

I said in the preceding book, that it is uncer-
tain whether Tiberius, who was recalled from 
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Illyricum to Nola by his mothey's letters, found A.R.IG5. 
Attustus alive. WhaVis ery cet tam. 

r
edt:,  wilun the death of the old emperor was ciech,rect itn  

all measures had been taken to secure the 
reign power to his successor ; and' the public°„f„tFutk's.; 
were at once informed of Augustus's death and pu5scsolli 
Tiberius's reign. He immediately took posses4f,.th"r: 
siotl of all the rights and all the state of the 	- 
penal dignity. He wrote to the armies as gene-
ralissimo and emperor ; he gave the word to 6142 Km' • 
pretorian cohorts ; his person was environect by 
soldiers, and his house by centinels and corps-
de-gardes ; he had the same court as his preue-
cessor, every thing sliewed Tiberius was the 
prince and head of the empire. Having thusiusfei,

'  w 	
m- 

secured to himself the solid power, he reserve(' ah"tY n1  
a false modesty to impose on the senate. ' 	spect to the 

t
. He issued an ordinance for the meeting of that.ss

e.,  pte.
t

T  
body ; but he took care to observe therein, that2s. me. 
he acted by virtue of the tribunitial power, 
with which he had been invested under Augus-
tus. The style of this ordinance was simple and 
cautious. He there said, that he should con-
sult the senate about the honours to be bestowed 
on the memory 9f his father ; that he kept with 
the corpse, and' that this was the only public 
function he laid claim to. 

But while he was talking this modest lan-Ire corn_ 
gunge, he gave orders for the slaughter of then,' tohre  

( unfortunate Posthumus Agrippa. who was (as I Post htt  
have said) in exile in the island Planasia.. Therm."" 
centurion, charged with this bloody commission so. Tib. 

grtppa. 
i  

executed it not without difficulty, though A 
grippa was unarmed ; as the young prim, e, 
who w as extremely robust, made a vigor ous 
rosisionce. When this officer came, according 

B 	 to 
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A.11.65-to military discipline, to acquaint the emperor 
aft- C.14-that he had executed his orders, Tiberius told 

him in a severe tone, that he had given him 
no orders, and that he would make him give. 
an  account of what he had done to the senate. 
These were mere words. However Sallust, the 
grand-nephew of the historian, who was the 
minister that prepared and sent the order, was 
alarmed ; and being aware that, if he should be, 
examined before the senate, it would be equal-
ly dangerous to declare the truth or conceal it, 
to accuse the emperor or take on himself so odi-
ous an action, he had recourse to * Li ia, to 
whom he represented, that the emperor forgot 
the extent of the rights of sovereignty ; that all 
business was not to be brought before the senate; 
that it was dangerous to submit to public exa-
mination the counsel of ministers and the obe-
dience of soldiers ; and that in affairs of state 
there could be no security for those the prince 
employed, if they were accountable to any but 
him. It was not difficult to make Tiberius re-
lish such maxims, who was but too full of them : 
and the affair rested here. Tiberius even alter-
ed his language, and to avoid entering into any 
discussion of the fact, alledged pretended orders 
of Augustus against Agrippa. But the suppo-
sition was too gross; and only added to his first 
crime a calumny against the memory of his be-
nefactor. For Augustus, whatever discontent 
his relations gave him, had never the cruel re- 

solution 

Monuit Liviam, ne arcana domus, ne consilia mnico-
rum, ministeria milituro, vulgarentur ; neve Tiberius vim 
principatus resolveret cuncta ad Senaturn vocindo. Fain 
conditionem esse iniperandi, ut non aliter ratio, conger, 
gam ai uni reddatur. Tac, Ann, i, 6. 
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solution to put any of them to death : and it is A.R.155. 
altogether unlikely that, to secure the empire aft. C.14.  
to' his son-in-law, he should order the death of 
the only grandson• he had left. 

* At Rome all the world rushed headlong in- Fidelity 
to bondage. The most illustrious men skreened an.l obs,,e.do

i
n,
- 

ence 
themselves by the greatest apparent zeal tot the to Tiberi. 
new government. With composed countenances, orrate.  
neither expressive of joy for Augustus's death, 
nor sorrow for Tiberius's succession, they mm- 
gled their condolences and congratulations. The 
consuls first swore fidelity and obedience to 
berius Caesar : then Seius Strabo prefect of the 
pretorian cohorts, and C. Turrianus superinten- 
dant of the public stores took the some oath betore 
them ; and afterwards the senate, the troops 
that were in the city, and the people. 

All this was done while Tiberius was at No- Augustu* 
la, or on his return to Rome. For he acconi• f:rolu)3eghistto 
panied Augustus's corpse, which was brought Rome. 
from Nola to Bovillve by the senators of the 
towns on the road. At Bovillx, which was 
near the Alban mount and about ten miles from 
Rome, the order of knights took the body, and 
carried it in pomp into the city to the porch of 
the imperial palace, where-it was deposited. 

The next day the senate assembled with all Tiberius 
:A the extriors of grief and mourning. The se_ pens te 

nators wore not their proper habit, but that ofrrthe se- 
the knights ; the magistrates were dressed asnate,,r simple senators ; the consuls did not sit in their 
usual places, but one on the pretors bench, and 
the other on that of the tribunes ; and Tiberi- 

B 3 	 US 

* At Rome mum in servitium Patres, Consoles, Equites. 
Quanto quis illustrior, tanto magis falsi uc feitinantes, ne 

excessu Principis, nen tristiores 	 lacryouoz., 
taiutitiul, quest' ts, naolationes, miscebaot. Tat. Ann. 1. ' 
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A.R.765.us with his son Drusus were in black robes, and 
ah. C. 1r. without any mark of dignity. 
Suet. Tib. 	Tiberius openedthe session by a speech, which 

he read, according to the custom of Augustus, 
and which a feigned grief often interrupted. He 
pia) ed his part so well, that he seemed almost 
suhocated by his sighs and sobs ; and when he 
had said, that he could have wished not only 
that his voice, but his breath and life, had failed 
him on so sorrowful an occasion, he ordered his 
sun to read the remainder. 

Augustus's Augustus's will was afterwards presented by 
-mkt. 

i 8.  the vestal virgins, 
who had it in keeping. Be-

su 
 

Adig. fore it was opened, those who had put their seals 
1°1* Di"' thereto as witnesses re-acknowledged them; those 

who were senators in the senate-house, and such 
as not being senators had no right to come in, 
out of it. Polybius, the emperor's freed-man, 
read the will, which was dated sixteen months 
before Augustus's death ; and by which that 
prince made Tiberius and Livia his heirs, one 
as to two-thirds, and the other as to the remain-
der. To this he added an odd disposition, for 
he adopted his wife Livia, and ordered her to 
take the Dames of Julia Augusta. We shall 
however • continue to call her Livia, by which 
name she is better known in history. In default 
of his first heirs, Augustus appointed in the se-
cond place his grandsons and great grandsons ; 
that is to say, Drusus for one third, and Ger-
m anicus and his three sons for the two others. 
In the third place he named as heirs some of the 
fh st grandees ; most of whom, Tacitus is of opi-
nion, be hated, I ut that he did it out of vain 
glory, :11(1 to it , ke posterity honour him, ashav-
JOt done justic c to the merit of even those with 

whom 
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whom he might have reason not to be satisfied. A.11.165. 
It is to be observed, that in all these disposi-aft. C. 14. 
tions the succession to the empire is nowise con- 
cerned, they merely relating to Augustus's pri-
vate fortune. 

He bequeathed also by his will* forty mil-• s000000 
lions of sesterces to the Roman people, to be di-°11Ivres' 
stributed from man to man ; - and -I- three mil-.t  437500 
lions and live hundred thousand to the tribCS,livres• 
that is, an t hundred thousand to each ; to 	12500  
guards a II thousand sesterces a-piece ; to the li•re.s.. 
soldiers appointed to guard the city § 	lig= 
hundred sesterces a-man ; and to each le- 
gionary soldierlq-  three hundred sesterces ; and 371ivrt 
he ordered all these legacies to be immedititely 
paid, which was easy to be done, as he had had 
the precaution to provide the sums of money 
they amounted to. He left besides some other 
legacies, most of which were inconsiderable, and 
some so small as** twenty thousand sesterees.„:2Z0 
He excused the mediocrity of his legacies by 
Abe mediocrity of his fortune ; and declared that 
his heirs would not inherit from him above an 
hundred and fifty millions of sesterces; though iii r750000 
in his last twenty years he had received by lega- 
ciesfrom his friends fourteen hundred millions!i

l
i
7
v
5
m$.000009: 

but he said, he had exhausted these sums, a  
well as the two patrimonies be had inherited 
from his father Octavius, and Civsar the dicta- 
tor, and all other the inheritances that had fal- 
len to him, in the service of the republic. 

He made no other mention in his will of the 
two Julias, his daughter and :1;1..4-daughter, 
than to forbid - their being buried in his tomb. 

To his will Augustus had subjoined three Th7P 
memorials a the first of winch coat ained 	v 

jut in. .k,,p:us64 ti, hi,. will. 
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A.R.7 65. intention and 9rders as to his funeral. The 
aft. C. 14.  second was an abstract of his life and actions, 

drawn up by himself, which he ordered to be 
engraved on brass tables placed before his mau-
soleum. The learned consider as a fragment of 
these the monument found at Ancyra in Gala-
tia ; in which Augustus, speaking in the first 
person, relates simply and uniformly, and almost 
in the style of an inscription, the principal facts 
that had immortalized his government. These 
two memorials were read after the will. As to 
the third, which alone is mentioned by Tacitus, 
that historian assures us that it was not read in 
the 'senate till after Augustus's funeral ; till 
when I shall defer speaking of it. 

!these- 	The senate, when it had finished the read- 
ylate's deli- in.- of the things I have mentioned, deliberated bastion. 	b 

on the honours to he paid to the memory of Au- 
gustus in his funeral ; and in this every one 
strove who should out-do another in excessive 

rea 	adulation. It was carried to that pitch, that 
the whole senate cried out, that none but se-
nators should carry the corpse on their should-
ers to the funeral pile : *Tiberius fconsented to 
it by an arrogant moderation, as unable to with-
stand the unanimous voice of the senate. 

Before 

Remisit Caesar arroganti moderatione. 
f Thus have Justus Lipsius and Gronovius explained 

Tacitus ; and necessarily, if he is to be reconciled with 
Suelonius, who says expressly, that Augustus's corpse was 
carried to the funeral pile on senators shoulders. Yet, I 
Must confess, it seems better to give Turilus's words the 
opposite sense : Tiberius dispensed with it by an arrogant 
moderation, exempting them as by a favour from a servili-
ty that degraded them. But this is to disbelieve Suetn.., 
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Before the clay of the funeral the prince is_A
T:t

.
b
.
R
ec
.:1

,4
5.
. sued an ordinance, in which he recommended a  

to the people not to disturb by too great a zealordinances, 
the funeral pomp of Augustus, as had hap- criticized: 
pened at Julius Caesar's burial : and not to in-
sist obstinately on having the corpse burnt in 
the forum rather than in the Campus Martins, 
which was the place destined for thiS ceremony. 
And in consequence hereof, troops were posted 

e from space to space, to hinder as it were, popu-
lar commotions : which precaution * gave am-
ple subject of raillery to those who had them-

,selves f  assisted at Caesar's funeral, or who had 
heard the circumstances of it from their fathers. 
" How different, said they, are the circum-
stances ! Then the nation, not yet broke td 
servitude, had recovered a glimpse of depart-
ing liberty. The citizens were divided into 
violent factions ; some of them considering 
Caesar's murder as a detestable action, and 
others crying it up to the skies. Now, a prince 
grown old in the exercise of sovereign power, 
and who has even provided for the oppression 
of the republic by his heirs, must doubtless 
have great need of the military to secure the 
quiet of his funeral." 

Augustus's obsequies were magnificent ; and Augustus's 

Dion has left us a circumstantial description of unvral g  
them, 

• Multum inridentibus qui ipsi vidcrant, quique a paren-
tibus acceperant diem ilium crudi adhuc servitii, et fiber-
,tatis improspere repetitte, quum occisus dictator Caesar 
pessimurn,alliis pulchrrrimum, facinus videretur. Nunc se-
nem Principem, provisis etiam heredum in Rempublicam 0. 
pibus, auxilio scilicet militari tuendurn, ut sepultura ejus 
luieta foret. Tac. 

This was the ,fijiy-:ight y-,r ire • Cxcar's death. 
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A.R.-165. them, which will perhaps be agreeable to the 
aft. C.14. reader. The bed of state opened the march : 

which was made, of ivory and gold, and cover-
ed with purple embroidered with gold. The 
corpse was at the bottom in a coffin. Above 
appeared a wax effigy of Augustus in trium-
phal robes. This was followed by two statues 
of this prince; one was of gold, and destined 
to receive divine honours ; and the other, whose 
composition we areunacquainted with, was car- 

ts.re Aug. vied on a triumphal car. These statues were 
accompanied by, that of victory, which Au. 

'see 	 ustus himself had consecrated in the * Julian 
!wire de la 
11c 	palace. palace. Round about was a choir of young 
Ror„,4,xvi. nobility, who sang funeral hymns in honour 
p. 170. 

	

	of the deceased prince. Then came a long file 
of representatives of all his ancestors, and even 

z)i°"-  of all the illustrious Romans from Romulus, 
rue 

	

	among whom Pompey was not omitted. There 
were also representations of Augustus's own 
glory, as the images of the nations conquered 
by him with their various dresses and charac-
ters, and the names, and titles, of the laws made 

sxci—D:vii. by him. The whole procession halted in the 
forum : where first Drusus, and afterwards 
Tiberius, read a funeral panegyric on Augustus. 

During this time the bed of state was placed 
on the rostra. When the orations were ended, 
the march recommenced : the magistrates, the 
whole senate, the knights, the pretorian co-
horts, and all the troops in the city, accompa-
n) ing the corpse, which was carried on the 
6houlders of senators. The pomp went out of 
the triumphal-gate, as had been expressly or-
dered by the senate, and proceeded, and went 
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in this manner to the Campus Martius ; where A.R.165. 
a funeral pile was erected, on w1116, the Wahl aft. C, J.4. 
and bed were placed. Then all the colleges of 
priests made a procession round the pile ; and 
afterwards the senate, the knights, and the 
soldiers : of whom such as had received military 
gifts from Augustus them them on his pile. 
This done, some centurions set it on fire with" 
lighted tapers that they carried in their hands ; 
and when the flame blazed out, an eagle was 
let fly from the top of the pile, which carried 
the emperor's soul to heaven. And that no- 

'thing might be wanting to the comedy of the 
Apotheosis, an old pretor, named Numerius 
Atticus, renewed what Julius Proculus did of 
old for Romulus, and swore that he saw Au-
gustus's soul fly away to heaven. Livia re-
compensed his perjury by a present of a million 
of sesterces. 

The ashes were collected by the most illustri-
ous knights, who had on this occasion Livia 
at their head. The urn wherein the ashes were 
inclosed was carried to the Mausoleum which 
Augustus himself had constructed above forty-
years before,between the Via Flaniinia and the 
Tiber, and about which he had planted a wood 
and made public walks. 

A temple in Rome was wanting to the IleW A temple 
zu
a

i, 
 god, and this was the first thing ordered by the  il

d
orn z;,  

senate after the ceremony of the funeral. Au- horioursare 
gustus, as has been said, had permitted tens-baited 
pies to be erected to him in the provinces. But. Tac.i.11. 
now a temple was consecrated to him in the pa- 
Jatium his old abode. Till the edifice was lit to Dk,  
receive him, his golden statue w as placed in the 
temple of Mars ; and the llountus lia,Aened to 
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A.R.765.honour him by an impious, sacrilegious worslyt. 
aft. C. 14. Livia would be the priestess of him, whose wi-

dow and adopted daughter she already was. 
Tac.i: 54. A college of priests were also instituted to hip 

honour, and named the Augustal College, which 
was composed of one-and-twenty of the first 
Romans, appointed by lot, at whose head Ti-
berius, Drusus, Germanicus, and Claudius?  

Ter i. 15. afterwards emperori, put themselves. Festivals 
Dion• 

	

	and games were ordered to eternize Augustus's 
memory ; and the house he died in at Nola, 
was turned into a temple, and consecrated to 
his service. 

Tiberius 	I now return to the assembled senate, where 
make' be. Tiberius, after having procured divine honours fieve he 
will not to be decreed to Augustus, declined declaring 
accept the himself his successor. The senators entreated empire. and pressed him to do it ; and he answered 

them by studied harangues about the greatness 
of the empire, and his own moderation. He 
told them, that " The divine Augustus had 
alone knowledge and strength enough not to fall 
under so oppressive a load. That as for himself, 
as he had been many years his associate in the 
government, he knew by experience with what 
difficulties and dangers the supreme authority 
was environed. That it was therefore more ad-
viseable in a republic abounding in great men, 
not to lay the whole weight on one person ; but 
to lessen it by dividing it among several." This 
language was rather specious than solid and true, 
and was indeed a fient founded on various mo-
tives. In the first place, Tiberius was afraid 
of Germanicus, who was at the head of eight 
legions, and at least, an equal number of au :\ 
iliary troops on the Rhine; and who, joining; 

to 
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to this formidable army the love of the peopleAR 155. 
that adored him, might rather choose to possessaft. C.14.  
the empire than wait for it. Besides *, he 
thought his reputation wag inte:seLtd. hc. aid 
not choose to have it S.1 	that the intrigues of 
a wife, and 'ate adoption of a supeiannuated 
man, had palmed him on the empire ; and 
judged it more glorious to seem to be called 
and elected by the republic itself. And a 
third intention was afterwards discovered, which 
was full of malignity. He had a mind lo sound, 
by his pretended hesitation, the sentiments of 
.the great men. For nothing escaped his obser- 
vation. Each word -f-, each look, took root in 

inernory ; where it remained registered, to 
be converted into a crime whenever the time 
would permit. 

Tiberius carefully concealed these motives ; 
and if on ordinary occasions, when he had no 
reason to dissemble, his language was always 
obscure and ambiguous, we may imagine how 
enigmatical he was on the present, when he had 
a mind to be less intelligible than usual, and 
even impenetrable. His meaning was however The eunte 
gassed at ; and none considered his refusal of IciriLe7e;O by 
the imperial dignity as sincere. But nothingeamest 
would have so greatly offended him, as to havestiugli"" 
seemed to fathom him. -Wherefore the sena-
tors opposing feint to feint, and dupes through 
artifice, made heavy complaints: they had re-
eour.3e. to tears ; they addressed their vows to 
lieaven ; they spread their arms, sometimes to- , ward 

Dabat et farnm, ut vocatus electusque potius a repub-
Lea vitleretur,quam per uxuriunt ambituut et senili a lop-
tione irrepsisse. Tem i. 7. 

t N.rrn verba, vultus, in critnen detorquens rocondebat 
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A. R.-165. wards the statues of the gods, sometimes to 
A• L. "the image of Augustus that was in the place 

they were assembled in, and sometimes towards 
Tiberius's knees : who to close, without too 
much revealing himself, a scene he began to be 
tired of, ordered the third memorial annexed to 
Augustus's will to be read. 

A state of 	his contained a circumstantial and parti- 
the v.:11

1us  
re cular state of the empire, of Augustus's own of Aug  

tu.'b u%, a hand-writing ; wherein were specified the 
hanci:wri- number of citizens and allies in arms,' the tine is 
read. 	fleets of the republic, the kingdoms under its 

protection, its provinces, the product and 
kind of its tributes and taxes, and its expences, 
both those on account of its necessary wants, 
and those established under the notion of gra-
tifications. This wise prince bad subjoined an 
advice to his successors, not to endeavour to 
extend the bounds of the Roman empire. Ta-
citus doubts whether this was done through ti-
midity or envy ; but it seems more reasonable 
to suppose through prudence. 

Tiberius's 	The senate continually returned to the most 
touaterli,it submissive supplications, in order to get the /node! tv make3' better of Tiberius's pretended modesty ;• but 
some ofthe without effect. If thole who had nearer Con- senatorb 
h)se all pa-sections with him made their representations in 
td
s

en
i
ce

i,th  private, he silenced them by saying,* That they 
24 

	

	• did not know what a monster the empire was. 
And by vague answers he eluded the instances 
of the senators in a body. At last, some of 
them lost all patience ; and comparing his lan- 
guage with his conduct, and his reserve and 

eir- 

Adliortantes ainicoR incTcpans ut ignaros quanta bd-
tua esset linperium. Suet. 
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circumspection in the senate with the acts of A.R.765. 
sovereignty he openly exercised throughoutaft• C. 14. 
the whole empire, could not contain their in- 
dignation. Voices were heard to cry out, 
" * Let him either accept or refuse." And if 
we believe Suctonius, a senator told hiM to his 
face, " t That others were slow in performing 
what they had promised, but that he was slow 
in promising what he had performed." The 

ostroke is keen, and if true, I am surprized Ta- 
citus has omitted it. 

Tiberius, notwithstanding, continued the Asinius 
farce ; and persisted in saying, That he wasitil'ilictifl 
not equal to the weight of the whole govern-oirend the 
meat : but if a part of it was assigned him he zufignveddea. 
would endeavour to acquit himself as well asTiberh.w. 
he was able. Upon which Asinius Gallus asked 
him, " What part of it he would have ?" This 
unexpected question disconcerted Tiberius, and 
made him sonic time silent ; but after reflection 
he answered, " That it would be very indecent 
" for him to choose his part, and that he had 
" rather be altogether dispensed with." Asi- 
nius perceived he had displeased him ; and to 
repair the breach, explained himself, by saying, 
" That he did not propose by his. question to 
divide what was indivisible, but to oblige Ti- 
berius himself to acknowledge that the repub- 
lic formed one body which ought to have but 
one soul and head." To this he added a pane: 
gyric on Augustus ; and put Tiberius in mind 
of his own victories and triumphs. But all he 

could. 

* Ant agat, ant desistat. 
t Ceteros (plod polliciti siut Lade pr,tAare, sed iron 

quod prastet tattle paliceri. 
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A.R.765.could say did not reconcile Tiberius, to whom 
aft. C.14. he had been long odious on two accounts ; for 

retaining the haughtiness of his father Pollio ; 
and for having married Vipsania, daughter of 
Agrippa, and before wife of Tiberius himself ; 
who suspected that Asinius, by means of this 
great alliance, was endeavouring to soar above 
the condition of a subject. 

Lucius Arruntius, one of the most illustrious 
senators, having spoke much to the same pur-. 
pose as Asinius, no less offended this suspicious 
prince, with whom merit was criminal. For 
he had no reason to be dissatisfied with Arrun-
tius ; but knowing him to be rich, expert, and 
active, and well esteemed by the public, hi, 
mistrusted and guarded against him. 

And Augustus himself had furnished some 
pretext for Tiberius's suspicions. For in one of 
his last conversations, as he was reviewing those 
who might Lave pretensions to the empire, and 
sorting them in different classes, he said, " That 
Marius Lepidus had all the necessary talents, 
but that he had rather an aversion, than incli-
nation to sovereignty ; that Asinius Gallus was 
ambitious, but incapable of it ; and that L. 
Arruntius did not want the requisite talents, and 
if an opportunity offered, might aspire to it." 
There are those who in the room of Arruntius 
put Cn. Piso, who was much less worthy of 
Augustus's esteem. And it is certain that they 
all perished, except Lepidus, in Tiberius's 

Which alq) reign. 
happen~ to 	Two other con,,ular persons alarmed also his 11-terius 
and Ma. SUSpiCiOns ; Q.. Haterins, by saying, " How 
mercies 	long, Canur, will you suffer the republic to rc- sigiurus. 

main without a head ? and Mamercus Scaurus 
by 
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by Observing, that there was room to hope for A.R.I65. 
success from the senate's prayers, since Tiberi- aft. C. 14. 
us had not hindered the consuls, as he might 
by the tribunitial power, from bringing the 
ttiffair into deliberation. Tiberius was, doubt-
less, a strange character. He would neither 
have his right and title questioned, nor his ar-
tifice and false refusal detected. Which is, I 
suppose, the reason he was equally offended by 
him, who, literally believing what lie said, 
imaained the republic had no head; and by 
him whose sensible reflection unmasked. his art. 
He immediately fell into, a. passion with Hate-
rius, doubtless, because too much pressed and 
importuned by him ; but to Scaurus, whom he 
implacably hated, he said not a word. 

Haterius, alarmed at the emperor's anger, 
went, when the senate broke up„ to the palace, 
to endeavour to appease it. He found him 
walking, and threw himself at his knees. Ti-
berius, either because his anger: was not over, 
or (as Suetonius supposes) through an aversion 
to such suppliant cringing, endeavoured to get 
away from him. But his legs being unluckily 
entangled in Haterius's arms, he fell down. 
And Haterius narrowly escaped being killed 
on the spot by his guards. Yet this imminent 
dangeriof a man of his rank did not make Ti-
berius more tractable ; and Livia was obliged 
to employ all her power to molify him. 

The senate's repeated entreaties, and reite- Tiberius at 
rated instances to Tiberius to accept the em- hmthttor 
pine had some effect however on him at last. ti 
11e no loaner absolutely refused; according to  rte

L
': 

Tacitus. Suetonius assures US, that he onde- 
cended to declare that he accepted the imperial t4. 

VOL. H. 	 C 	 p0Wer 
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A.11.165. power, but that* be complained at the same 
aft. G. 14. time of the necessity imposed of taking on hint 

so hard and burdensome a slavery. He even 
gave them to understand that it should be only 
for a time ; but fixed no certain period ; mak-
ing use of these words, " j- Till the time conies, 
when it may seem right in your eyes to grant 
sonic ease to my age.", 

But obsti- To persuade the world that his modesty was 
nately re- real, he obstinately refused some titles and ho-
f" of the ho- e  ses sem  pours that adorned the sovereignty, and render, 
nours at. ed the head of the empire more respectable. 
tached to For he would not suffer his palace gates to be the impe 

digni- ornamented with civic crowns. He never ac-
t'• Surf. Till. cepted the title of father of his country ; and 
.16 s. 27. having been several times pressed on this head 
7,W. A Hu. by the senate and people, he at last acquainted i. 72. 
Si. 

	

	them with the reasons of such his refusal, which 
was indeed very remarkable, and seemed to de- 57, 
note a distrust of himself : " If, said he, the 
time should ever conic when you should doubt 
of my sentiments and devotion for you, (and 
before that misfortune happens to me, may my 
last day preserve me from being the witness of 
your mutation !) the title of father of my 
country will be 119 longer honourable to me, and 
w ill be to you a reproach, either of rashness for 

`having 

Querens miseram et operosam sibi injungi servitu. 
tem. Suet. 

Dum veniam ad id tempos, quo vobis requum possit 
videri dare vos alignam senectuti mete requiem. 

t. Si quando autem de moribus meis devotoque vobis a-
nimo dubitaveritis (quod prisquam eveniat, opto ut me 
supremus dies huic nuitatfe vests' de me opinioni eripiat) 
nihil honoris adjiciet mini PATRIS appellatio, vobis autem 
exprobrabit aut temeritatem delati mill ejus cognominis, 
aut incoustantiam contrarii de me juditii. Suet. Tit,. 67 
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having bestowed it on me, or of inconstancy A.R.1,  5. 
for having formed contradictory opinions ofaft• C.14. 
me." This seems a very ill-judged piece of mo-
desty. The civic wreath, and the title of Fa.. 
ther of the country, were, properly speaking, 
only inducements to mildness and humanity. 
Aud what an idea must a prince give of him.. 
self who refuses to enter into such engage.. 
ments ? 	 • 

We are not to blame him, though we may be 
surprized, for his declining even prerogatives that 
weir not mere honuors, but that might be con-
sidered as appurtenances and supports of the 
soverigu power. As his not permitting at 
first the observation of his present anti future or.. 
dinances to be sworn to, though he himself had 
sworn to the observation of those of Augustus. 
The custom of renewing this oath the begin-
ning of every year, was established by his pre-
decessor, and perpetuated by his successors. 
But he opposed it a long time, alledging a rea-
son not unlike that for which he refused the title 
of father of his country. " * I shall be always 
the same, says he, and never shall alter my 
conduct while I keep my senses. But for fear of 
the consequences, the senate ought to be cau-
tious of being bound by the acts of any mortal 
whatever, who possibly may change." 

He even declined the prenomen of imperator; 
but not the exercise of its power, which was in-
deed the foundation of all the gi andeur of the 
Cfears. If therefore we call him emperor, it is 

C 2 	 be- 
* Similem se semper sui futurum, nec unquam muta4 

turum mores sums quamdiu mentis sante fuisNet fled ex-
empli causa, cavendum ne se Senatus in act cujusquana 
ebligaret, qui aliquo cash mutari posset. Suet. lit. 67. 
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A.R.765. because we consider the reality more than the 
-At. C.14. title, which he never took, and which is never 

given him either in inscriptions, or on the me, 
dais struck at Rome 

The surname of Augustus was, as it were, he-
reditary to him, and he permitted himself to 
be so called. But he never used it himself, ex-
cept in writing to kings and foreign princes. 
He styled himself therefore simply Tiberius Ce-
sar, or Tiberius Julius Caesar, with the addi-
tion of the tribunitial power and chief-priest-
hood, and also the surname of Germanicus on 
account of his nephew's exploits in Germany, 
and the title of imperator in the sense of a victo-
rious general. As to the name of lord, or 
master, he, after Augustus's example, always 
rejected it with indignation ; and often said, 
" I am the master of my. slaves, the general 
of my soldiers, and the chief of my fellow-citi-
zens." 

anti of p-  o- • Tiberius's reserve as to honourable titles, had 
.ces t hose much in view the right of hindering their be-intended • 
to be de- mg, partly at least, communicated to his ino-
creed his then. For the flattery of the senate to Livia mother. 
Tac. Ann. was excessive. Some senators were for styling 

her Mother of her Country ; others. for adding 
to Tiberius's name the son of Julia (for that, 
as has been said, was the name Livia had tak-
en since she had been adopted by Augustus's 
will.) Some of them even proposed an altar to 
the adoption, and other such like servilities. 
But Tiberius opposed all this, saying, " That 
uch great honours ought to be sparingly bestow-

ed op women ; and that he should act with the 
same moderation in what concerned himself." 
He would not even suffer a lictor to be decreed 
her, though it was what was allowed the vestal 

virgins. 

   
  



BOOK IV.] 	TIBERIUS. 	 2S 
virgins. In a word, he considered every thing A:11.765. 
that tended to his mother's elevation as a dimi- aft. C.14. 
maim of his own grandeur. 

And he had some reason for thinking so. 
Livia was haughty and ambitious. Having 
been used to be consulted by Augustus, and to 
have a share in the government, she considered 

• herself as much more intitled to participate of 
the power of a son who owed the empire to 
her. But Tiberius was far from consenting to 
it. Hence the coldness that gradually increased ; 
and which, without breaking out in an odious 
manner, was at last productive of more than 
indifference between the mother and son. 

Tiberius was more generous with respect to lie de- 
Germaiticus, whom he certainly loved less, but manors  the proconsu- 
whom he feared. He demanded of the senate tar autho- 
For him the proconsular power, which was one Tic un  ticmfoT i.  
of the titles of the sovereignty : and he also cus 
proposed to send him a deputation of the senate 
to make him compliments of condolence on 
Augustus's death. There was no room to decree 
any such honour to Drusus, who was designed 
consul and present in Rome. 

Tiberius afterwards named twelve pret ors Nowlin. 
tier 
t
p
ute

rs. 
 for the ensuing year, according to Augustus's of 

memorials. \Tench's Paterculus thinks it a great 
honour to have been of that number, as was also rel4 u. 
his brother. " So that we were, says he, the 124' 
last candidates recommended by Augustus, and 
the first proposed by Tiberius." 

Tits nomination was made in quite a new The right 
manner. Hitherto, although theprince's will had ,,°;:i liehrn' 
great 'influence in the election of Magistrates, whole pow, 
yet the suffrages of the tribes had also some ep1:24itehe 
weight. But at this time Tiberius translated trausferred 
the right of election from the people to the se- tn'atieher'' 

nate 
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A.1-065. nate. This alteration produced among the 
aft. C.14. people nothing mole than some impotent mur-

murs ; and was very agreeable to the senators, 
who were released by it from an cxpence that 
was often ruinous, and from the necessity of 
making court to the meanest citizens. And 
Tiberius manifested on this occasion a modera-
tion that was very satii;factory to the senate. 
He only recommended four candidates, who 
were not to be refused, and left the rest to a 
free suffrage. 

Grating de 	Some traces, however, of the ancient practice 
imp. Rom. remained. For those who had been elected by 
1..—'"?' the senate went out of the assembly and slimed 

themselves to the people ; while their names 
were proclaimed by an herald. 

The alteration I relate, was in a manner the 
coup-de-grace to the power of the people, who 
h at no huger any ordinary assemblies wherein 
to exercise even a shadow of their ancient rights. 
The) gave, however, their votes for the esta-
blishing of some laws under Tiberius. But af-
terwards the senate's decrees were substituted in 
the room of laws ; and thus the senate got at 
last possession of all the rights the people had 
formerly enjoyed, and represented alone the 
body of the republic. 

Two sech- While affairs went on thus peaceably at 
i at Rome, two terrible seditiens happened at once, 

once. 	one in Pannonia, and the other in Germany ; 
Suet. Tib. to verify, as it were, Tiberius's saying, who ex- 
25. 	pressing his slippery situation in this beginning 
Tar. Ann. of his reign, said, That he held the wolf by the 

16. 

	

	CAI'S. The common origin of these two sedi- 
tions was no other than the change of the 
prince, and the desire of a civil war which 
might procure the soldiers rewards equal to 

thosd 
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those bestowed formerly on such occasions.  on A.R.-163. 
their predecessors. 1 shall begin, according to  aft. C.14. 
Tacitus's order, by the Pannonian sedition. 

There were three legions in Pannonia in-Relation of 
thatn Pao- i camped together under the command of Juni-„ ;.. 

us Blesus, a consular person; who, upon 110-
lice. of the death of Augusttis and the accession 
of Tiberius, both on account of mourning and 
festivity intermitted the wonted military duties. 
Nothing is more dangerous than to let an army 
be idle. This interval of ease made the soldi-
ers grow licentious and turbulent ; listen to bad 
advisers ; and, in a word, abandon themselves to 
pleasure and sloth, and look on discipline and 
labour as intolerable. 

Among them was one Percennius, formerly 
a leader of one of those theatrical factions that 
often occasioned so much disturbance at Rome. 
He had afterwards turned soldier ; but had re-
tained, from his intercourse with the comedians, 
a bold manner of prating, and the impudence to 
set up for a declaimer. Percennius, then (lay-
ing hold on the critical moment when the minds 
of an ignorant multitude began to be agitated, 
as not knowing what would be their fate under 
the new government,) began to sow the seeds of 
revolt ; at first in particular nocturnal conver-
satiors ; and afterwards in the evening, when. 
the best and wisest were retired, he used to col-
lect together all that were corrupted in the ar-
my. At last, finding himself seconded, he be-
came bolder, and held, in a manner, assemblies, 
wherein he spread his venom by the most sedi-
tious harangues. " Why, said he, do so ma- 

ny 

* Cur pancis cent urionibus, paucioribus tribun is, in ma 
aura servortuu obedirent ? Quando ausuros expoAccre mut-
4ia, nisi novnin & nuttultem atihuc rrincip: u2 preciluts 
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A.R.765.ny brave fellows servilely obey a few officers, 
aft. C.14. 'ho are no better men than ourselves ! when 

shall we be bold enough to demand redress of 
our grievances, if we do not lay hold of the 
present opportunity, while the emperor is yet 
new and unsettled in his government, to prevail 
with him by petition, or to compel him by arms? 
Too long has our cowardice kept us in subjec-
tion ; and suffered soldiers, decrepid with age,. 
and covered with wounds, to serve thirty or for-
ty years. Nor even does our discharge put an 
fend to our fatigues ; but we are still kept tied to 
the colors, and endure the same hardships under 
the title of veterans. And if any of us are so 
happy as to escape so many dangers, and survive 

 so many calamities, we are sent into remote 
countries to take possession, under the specious 
name of lands, of bogs, or waste mountains. 
And indeed the service is in itself severe and un-
profitable. * Ten asses a day is the price of our 
bodies and souls; and out of this slender salary 
we must buy deaths, arms, and tents ; out of 
this we must bribe the cruelty of the centurions, 

and 

armis adirent Satis per tot annoy ignaviA peccatum, 
tricena ant quadragena stipendia senes, & plerique truncato 
ex vulneribus cprpore, tolerent. ire dimissis quidem finem 
csse 	serf aped vexillum retentos, alio vocabulo eos- 
detn labores perferre. Ac si quis tot cam; vita superaverit, 
trahi adhuc diversas in terras, ubi per nomen agrorum', 
uligines pauludum, vel inculta monti um accipiant. Enim- 
vero 	ipsam gravem, infruetuosam: denis in diem 
assibus animam & corpus sestimari fine vestem, armn, 
• t en toria: hire sawitiam centurion um, etvacationes munerum 
red imi. At hercle verbera, & vulnera, duram hiemem, exer« 
eitas a'states, bell= atrox, ant steri]em pacem, sempiterna. 

* 71( denarius originally Inn; for but ten asses; anA. 
though in common trtyyir it tfltermards passed . for sidern, diet 
i retained its areient value in the payment of the army. For 
Pereennius eapre-sly says, that the denarius paid to Nub 

rer-dau was recietried but ten asses. 
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and pay for occasional exemptions from duty. A.R. '765. 
On the other side stripes from our officers, and aft. C. 14.  
wounds from our enemies, hard winters and la-
borious Summers, bloody wars and barren peace, 
are miseries that accompany us for ever. Nor 
does there remain any other remedy for us, than 
to refuse to serve but on certain stipulations. Our 
pay must be fixed at a full denarius, or sixteen 
asses a day ; sixteen years must be the utmost 
term of serving ; and, that expired, we must be 
no longer obliged to follow the colors, but have 
our reward, paid in ready money, in the camp 
we receive our discharge in. Are the pretorian 
cohorts, who have double pity, and after six-
teen years service arc paid (Aland sent home, ex-
posed to superior dangers ? yet I don7t mean to 
detract from the merit of their quiet service in 
the city and palace; though I must observe, that 
it is our lot to be stationed in the midst of littr-
bayous nations, where we cannot look out of our 
tents but we see the foe." 

The multitude received Percennius's ha-
rangue with tumultuous applause: and to inforce 
what he said, and animate one another, they ex-
posed, in the bitterness of reproach, some the 

of the stripes inflicted by their officers, o-
thers their hoary beach, and many their ragged 
cloaths and half-naked bodies. At length they 
worked themselves up to that pitch of fury, as 
to violate the first laws of discipline, by under-
taking to incorporate the three legions into one. 
But their mutual jealousy prevented the execu-
tion of this project, as each legion claimed the 
honour of giving the name to the corps that was 
to be formed by the union of the three. They 
therefore did nothing more than place together 
the three eagles and the thirty colors of the co-
horts; and at the same tiine tlu set about erect- 
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A.R. w5. ing a tribunal of turf, as if about to make a nes-
aft. C. 14. emperor. For it was a prerogative of the ge- 

neralissimo to mount such a tribunal when he 
harangued the army. 

While they were at this work Blesus arrived, 
severely reprimanded them, and laid hold on 
some, crying out, " Dip your hands rather in 
my blood : to murder .your general will be a less 
heinous crime, than to revolt from your prince. 

.* If you would have me live, you must preserve 
your loyalty ; if you kill me, my death will be 
serviceable to the emperor, as it 'will hasten 
your repentance." Spite of his out-cries and 
complaints the work still went on, and was al-
most breast-high, (before overcome by the ob-
stinate opposition of their general, and doubtless 
of the other principal officers) they abandoned 
their enterprise. 

This first point gained, Blesus very artfully re-
presented to them, " That sedition and mutiny 
were not the methods of 'conveying to the em-
peror the soldiers pretensions. That their de-
mands exceeded all that had been ever desired by 
the soldiers of old of their generals, or by them-
selves of Augustus ; and were remarkably ill-
timed, as their prince, just upon his accession, 
was but too embarrassed with other affairs. If, 
however, added he, 'on mean to try to gain in 
All peace, what, even after a civil war, the con-
querors never claimed ; yet why, trampling ?Tom 
obedience and discipline, have .you recourse to vio-
lence ? Appoint a deputation, and in my pmsence 
declare .your pretensions." Upon this they all cri-
ed unanimously, "That his son, who was one of 
theirtrilmnes, should be their deputy; and should 

demand, 
Aut incolurnis fidem legionum retinebo, ant jugulatu4' 

pcenitentiarn accelerabo 
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deiriand, in their name, a full discharge after'six- A.R.165. 
teen years service. And when he had sueceett- C 1.A. 
ed in this, they would explain themselves as to 
their other demands." * oung Blesus accord-
ingly set out : and for some clays the camp was 
quiet. The soldiers having exulted at having 
their general's son for advocate of their cause ; 
and were well aware that they had extorted by 
force, what. they should never have obtained by 
modesty and submission. 

And the calm was not of long duration. For 
seine companies that had been sent before these-
dition to ±N uuportum, to mend the roads, repair ohcri,gue, 
th,e bridges, and do such like-work, were no budancar- 
sooner informed of the tumult in the camp, but mils.  
t •ey caught the contagion. They spread them-
selves over the country, and plundered the neigh-
bouring villages, and even Nauportum 
which was a considerable place. The centuri-
ons endeavouring to restrain them ; but the mu-
tineers answered them by mockery, insults, and 
even blows. They particularly ill-treated an 
old officer named Aufidienus Rufus. Him 
they threw out of his carriage, loaded him with 
their baggage, and made him march on foot, 
asking him, how he liked to carry such heavy 
burthens, and make such long marches. The 
reason of their dislike to hint was, that Rufus, 
who had long been private, then by his services 
risen to the rank of a centurion, and afterwards 
to that of a f  quarter-master, was a restorer of 

the 

Profeeto juvene, modicum °titan : sod superbire miles 
quod filius Legati orator publica eausw satis ostenderet, 
-necessitate expressa qua: per modestiiun non obtinuissent 

t D' Ablancourt translates Castris prtefeetus, camp-ma r-
shed. But the prefect of the camp among the Romans was 
not so ronsidcrabk an qjficer as the camp-maralial iei4h ihr 
French. 
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A.R.165. the strictness of primitive discipline ; and* as he 
aft. C.14. had borne the greatest military fatigues, wasthe 

more rigorous to others, since he had himself 
undergone the same severities. 

The arrival of these seditious troops renewed 
the trouble and disorder of the camp. Ever' 
one di,,I,Lnds and falls to pillaging the country. 
Elesus, who was still obeyed by the centurionsf 
and thewisest and soberest of the soldiers, caused 
some of these marauders to be seized, lobo were 
laden with booty, and ordered them io be elms-
tized and imprisoned. But the criminal,  resist-
ed, and clasped the knees of the by-standers, 
imploring every one the help of the company, 
cohort, and legion, they 'belonged to. They 
interested all the soldiers in their cause, as lia- 
ble to the same treatment : they heaped invec-
tives on their general ; they called on the gods ; 
nor k ft ought unattempted to excite compassion 
for themselves and detestation for Blesus. And 
they succeeded. 	The army took their parts ; 
rushed to the prison ; burst it open ; set the pri-
soners at liberty ; and incorporated with them-
selves mutineers under condemnation. 

Then the sedition became more violent ; new 
leaders spread the contagion ; and one Vibule. 
fills, a common soldier, mounted on the shoul-
ders of his comrades over against the tribunal of 
Tilesus, thus declaimed the s.oldierst : " To 
these innocents, under unjust sentence, you have 

indeed 
Vetus ()penis ac laboris, & eo irnmitior quia toleraverat. 
Vos quidem his innocentibus & miserrimus lucem 

wiritum reddidistis. fled quis fratri meo vitam, quis 
fitrem mild reddit ? quern missum ad vos a Germanic() 
exercitu de communibus commodis, nocte proximo jugula-
vit per gladiatores suos, quos in exitium militum hahet 
atque armat. llesponde, Ehese, nbi cadaver abjeceris. Ne 
hostes quidem sepultin invidcnt. Quum osculis, quum 
lacryinis, dolorem implevero, me quoque irueidari juhe : 
dum interfectos nullum oh FeelLIS, sed (Oa utilitati legjeu-
urn consulebamus, In sepeliant. 
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Weed restored; fellow-soldiers, the light and li... 
herty. But who will restore life to lay brozher,aft.c. 14. 
who my poor brother to me? He was sent 
thcr, alas-, by the German army with proposi4 
lions for oux common good ; and for this was 
last night butchered by Blesus's gladiators, whom 
he entertains and arms for our destruction. 
Answer me, Blesus. Where have you thrown 
kits corpse. Even declared enemies deny not 
burial to the slain. When I have sated my grief 
by giving the last kisses to my dead brother, 
tand bedewing him with tears, command me al- 

to be murdered ; so that, slaughtered both 
guiltless of any crime, and only because we 
>7.udied the good of the legions, we may be 
buried by the hands of these our comrades." 

He animated his discourse by tears and lamen- 
tations, and all the symptoms of the deepest and 
sincerest sorrow'. And when those who carried 
him on their shoulders had separated, he threw 
himself on the ground at. the feet of his compa- 
nions ; and by these means excited such a furi- 
ous indignation, that the soldiers divided, and 
one part of them seized on Blesus's gladiators 
and the rest of his slaves, and the other went to 
search for the corpse. And had not the 
been quickly cleared up; had not the camp been 
soon informed that no corpse was to be found, 
that Blesus's %laves had on the rack denied the 
fact, and that Vibulenus never had any brother, 
they had probably tisassinated their general. 

They expelled, as it was, the tribunes and 
onarter-master, and plundered their lyic;gan; 
'racy also put to death Lucilius the centurion. 
whom they had nick-named Give 	 jt ill 
because when he had broke his * cane on a sol- 

diers 
* The centurion's cane was a vine twiT,. Tt was the 

ensign of their rank, as well as their instrwent of ekts-
ti-;tnienit  of the suldieFs. 
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A.R.765. Biers back, he used to call for another, and 
aft•C•14- then for another. This intimidated the other 

centurions so much that they took to flight : 
one only the soldiers kept with them, who was 
named Julius Clemens, to serve them for an 
orator, as he was a man of ready parts. 

As the factious ,,eldom agree long, two of the 
legion, the eighth, and the fifteenth, tell out 
about a centurion called Serpicus, whom tile 
first required to be put to death, and the other 
protected ; and they had come to blows, but 
that the ninth interposed its intreaties, and 
menaces also, to declare against that which 
should refuse its mediation. 

When Tiberius was informed of all that had 
been related, mysterious as he was, and disposed 

Tiber; Tlq to conceal bad news, he thought proper to send 
so.,14 1113 into Pannonia his son Drusus with some of the son Drums 
to appease principal nobility ; but he gave him no precise 
the scji-  instructions, and left him the liberty to act ac-

cording to the exigency. He was escorted by 
two pretorian cohorts, strengthened with an ex-
traordinary addition of chosen men, a great part 
of the pretorian horse, and the emperor's *Ger-
man guards. At the head of these troops was 
Sejanus, who had been joined with his father 
Scius Strabo in the command of the pretorian 
bands. Sejanus had then great credit with Ti-
berius, anti was the person he depended on to 
conduct the young prince in this affair, and to 
intimidate the soldiery by threats, or gain them 
by promises. 

When Drusus approached, the legions march-
ed out to meet him, and pay him the respect 

due 
is plain by this that the body of German guards, 

which was broke by Augustus after Varits's defeat, had 
been rez,tored either by Augustus himself, or Tiberius. 
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Ave to his birth ; but not with the symptoms A.R.-165. 
of joy usual on such occasions. Their arms, aft. C. 14, 
color, and dress, appeared neglected ; and in 
their countenance, though composed to sadness, 
were visible signs of sullenness and contumacy. 

As soon as Drusus was within the camp, they 
secured all the gates ; posted troops in every im-
portant place; and then cafne and crowded about 
his tribunal. Drusus went thither and made signs 
with his hand for silence. The soldiers ac-
cording as they surveyed their own numbers, or 
turned their eyes on the prince, appeared me-
nacing or disconcerted. First there was a con-
fused murmur, next a furious clamor, and then 
r...• sudden dead silence. Divided by opposite pas-
sions, they were at once feared and frightened. 
At last in quiet interval Drusus made shift to read 
his father's letters to them, who therein declar-
ed, " That he knew no worthier object of his 
care than the brave Pannonian legions, the com.,. 
panions of his victories; That as soon as his 
great grief would starer him to apply himself to 
business, he would lay their demands before the 
Senate. That in the mean time he had sent his 
son to them, to grant immediately whatever 
could be immediately granted. That every 
thing else should be referred to the senate, from. 
whom they could expect no other than a wise and 
regular decision, exempt from severity and 
weakness." 

The 

Non laetw, ut adsolet, nequ insignibus fulgentes, sed 
uiluvie deformi, et vultu, quanquam mcestitiam imitaren-
tur, contutnacitc propiores. 

+ Illi, quoties oculos ad multitudinern reliderant, voci. 
bus truculentis strepere ; rursum, vino ctusare, trepidare. 
Murmur incertum, atrox clamor, & repente quies. Diver. 
Is Ariiniffeau molibus ravebant terrebantque. 
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A.11.165. The assembly answered, that the centurion 
aft. C. 14.Clemens would speak for them. Upon which he 

presented himself, and gave an account of the 
soldiers demands. " That they would be dis-• 
charged after sixteen years service : and then 
would be paid in cash the recompense they 
claimed : that their pay should be increased to 
a denarius a day : and that the veterans should 
be no longer detained under their ensigns." 

And when Drusus urged, that only the se-
nate and his father could regulate articlesof such 
importance, the soldiers renewed their clamours' 
with more violence than ever. They asked 
him, " * 'To what purpose came he, since he 
had neither pow.m to augment their pay, nor 
alleviate their grievances.; nor, in a word, to 
do them any sort of service ? while, on the con-
trary, every officerhad sufficient authority to in-
flict blows or death. That formerly Tiberius 
used to frustrate the desires of the soldiers by re-
ferring- all to Augustus ; now Drusus was come 
to delude them with the same artifice. Shall we 
7/MI' haz:e a visit, said they, but from children 
who can donothing for us? It issurely vewextra-
ordinw# that the emperor should leave to the se-
ngte no part in the direction qthe amybut that of 
rewarding the sold/et:lb Ought not the senate 
to be consulted when a battle is to be finight, or a 

private 

* Car venisset, neque augendis militum eommodis, ne. 
que adlevandis laboribus, denique nullabentheiendi been-
2ia. At hercule verbera & neeem eunetis permitti. Tibe-
rium olim nomine Augusti desideria legionum rustrari soli-
turn : easderu artes Drusurn retnlisse. Nunquainne ad se 
nisi filio, familianon venturos ? 	um id plane, good 
Imperator sola niilitis commoda 	Senaturn rejieint. 
=dem ergo senatum consulendum, quoties supplicia aut 
prwlia indicantur. An prannia sub &minis pcenas sine 
arbitrio esce ? 
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private mail to he punished ? Or are our re- A.R.:165. 
cJmp,:nses to be ar(judged by Many masters, andaft.c.". 
our puliiskinents to remain without any modera- 
PE' 110(liN9L'Ver."  

At last they abandoned the tribunal ; and 
whenaer they met with any of the guards or 
friends of the prince, they fell on them with 
menaces and insults declarative of discord. and 
the last extremities. They were particularly en-
raged against * Cn. Lentulus, a senator -vene-
rable on account of his age, and illustrious for his  
w.alike exploits, who they imagined hard: Alec, 
Drusus, as he openly condemned the disorders 
Occasioned by the sedition. He was informed 
of his danger, and endeavoured to prevent it 
by retiring to the ± winter-quarters of the le-
gions. But the mutineers discovered, surround. 
ed, and asked him ; " Where he was going ? 
to the emperor or Senate? to oppose the inter-
est of the legions ?" They then assaulted, and 
threw stones at him ; and Lentulus, covered 
with wounds and blood, expected certain death, 
when Drusus's troops flew in great numbers to 
his assistance. 

Et cry thing was now to be apprehended from Aril ediPs0  
the furious soldiers, and the following I night t°,,Viciinern  
threatened some tragical event. But an unfol  the sedi-

seen accidcnt, assisted by Vulgar ignorance and The;,,,, 
superstition, calmed this terrible agitation. The calm. 
moon, in the midst of a clear sky, seemed sud- 
denly to sicken. This was the beginning of 

Vol.. II. 	 D 	 an 
' This Cn. Lentulus seems to be the same as Getnlicus, 

who  was consul in 7i 1 ; and who had the triumphal or-
n•cneot4 be.to% el On him in 757. 

t The lo4ions had in every province permanent win-
ter camps. 

Noctein minacem in scelus erupturam fors ler;itt 
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A. R.765. eclipse. But the soldiers, unacquainted with att. 
aft.C.14. natural cause of tins phenomenon, took it fer an 

omen of their present situation; and, compat ing 
the obscuration of the planet to their own labours, 
concluded that the success of their enterprize 
depended on the restoration of the goddess to 
her wonted brightness. Therefore in order to 
assist her, they made great noises, by striking on 
brass and sounding of trumpets : and some ac-
cidental clouds being sometimes added to the 
constant effect of the shadow of the earth, the 
soldiery, as the moon appeared lighter or dark-
er, exulted or lamented :, till at last, the eclipse 
becoming total, they imagined the goddess bu-: 
tied in everlasting darkness, and that it portend-
ed consequently their own eternal sufferings, and 
the vengeance of the gods on their crimes. 

Drusus thought he ought to improve this 
their disposition, and * second by his prudence 
the benefit of fortune. He sends for the cen-
turion Clemens, and whoever else had by honest 
means made themselves acceptable to the mul-
titude ; these he orders to go round the tents 
and corp-de-gardes, and there use such discour-
ies as were proper to bring back the wavering 
soldiers to their duty. 

And they well executed their commission ; and 
addressing themselves more particularly to such 
as had been carried away by the stream, though 
not otherwise disposed to revolt ; they roused 
heir hopes and fears. " How long, said they, 

shall we hold our emperor's son thus 'besieged ? 
Where will our contests end ? Shall we enlist 
under Pereenni us and Vibulenus? Can they sup-
port us with pay during our service, and re-
ward us with lands w hen dismissed ? Shall Per-

cenniu,  
Qux msus obtnlerat in sapientitun vertencla rates. 
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• 
ccnnius and Vibulenus govern the Roman em- A.R.7&;: 
lire in the room of the Nero's and Drusus's ? aft C. 14. 

let us rather come to ourselves ; and as we were 
the last to revolt, let us be the first to return to 
our duty. *Demands for all are ever slowly 
complied with, but particulars no sooner me-
rit favours than they receive them." 

These reasonings had their effect : many were 
brought over thereby ; who consequently be-
came suspicious to the rest. Schisms arose be-
tween the fresh soldiers and the veterans, be-
tween legion anal legion. Then by degrees re-
turned the love of duty and respect for disci-

They relinquish the guard of the gates ; 
and restore to their places the ensigns, which 
they had collected together at the beginning of 
the sedition. 

Drusus; as soon as it was day, summoned an 
assembly: and though he was unskilled in speak-
ing (which Tacitus remarks as being unusual 
among the Ca!sars), yet the confidence and 
haughtiness that birth inspires, gave him, as was 
proper, a tone of authority: He blamed the ex-
cesses the legions had been guilty of, and ac-
knowledged his satisfaction at their present dis-
position. He told them he was not to be sub-
dued by threats and terrors ; but if he saw them 
reclaimed to submission, and heard from them 
the language of supplicants, he would, himself 
write to his father in their behalf. 

he spirit of mutiny had now given place to 
fear and shame. The legions humble them-
selves ; and be for, and obtain the permission 
to :;end a ecoad deputation to the empc rear, ut 

D 	 the 
Tarda stmt (Imp in commune expostulantur ; privaialn 

griniain statim mereare, statim recipiag. 
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A.R. '165. the head of which was young Blesus again, with 
C. 14. L. Apronius, a Roman knight attached to Dru-

bus, and Justus Catonius, first captain of a le-
pion. 

It was then debated in council what conduct 
4hould be pursued with respect to the guilty ; 
and the opinions were divided. Some were for 
doing nothing till the return of the deputies ; 
and for endeavouring in the interim to regain by 
mildness the terrified soldiery. Others thought, 
on the contrary, " *That more vigorous reme-
dies should be applied. That the multitude 
were always in extremes ; imperious, when not 
awed ; but to be without danger despised, when 
frightened. 	And concluded that while the 
courage of the mutineers was suppressed by su-
per.itition, it was proper for the prince to wholly 
subdue them by a just and severe punishment 
inflicted on the authors of the sedition." 

Tacitus observes, that Drusus f  was naturally 
inclined to rigour. And upon this Occasion in-
deed mildness would have been weakness. Vi-
bulenus and Percennius were by his order pro-
duced, and executed. Tacitus says, that most 
authors recounted, that these wretches were dis-
patched and buried in Drusus's own tent; which 
was certainly a most timid precaution : though 
some, on the contrary, related that their bodies 
were thrown over the intrenchments, as a pub-
lic spectacle of terror. These two leaders were 
not the only sufferers for their insolence. Strict 
search was made for such as under them had 
been principal incendiaries. Sonic were caught 

wand eri ng 
• ihil ill vulgo modicum ; terrere ni paveant ; ubi 

perthnuerint, impale contemni. 
t rrumptum as asperiort ingenium Prmo era. 
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wandering about the fields in search of an asylum A.R.-165. 
and killed by the centurions or pretorian soldi- aft. C. 14. 
ers. And others were delivered up to punish-
ment by their several companies, as a proof of 
the sincerity of their repentance. 

The consternation of the soldiers was height. End of the 
cried by the precipitate acZession of winter, with s;cticion in 

rams incessant, and so violent, that the) were 
not able to stir out of their tents, or maintain 
common intercourse, nay scarce to preserve their 
standards though ever so well fixed in the ground, 
assaulted as they were by tempestuous' 	winds and 
raging.tloods*. Dread bet,ides of the offended 
deity still possessed them ; nor was it, they 
thought, but by a special providence, that such 

 impious traitors were visited with eclipses and 
tempests. They imagined therefore that there 
was no other remedy for their calamities, than 
the quitting an unlucky camp, contaminated 
with crimes, and avoiding its contagion by re-
tiring to their respective winter-quarters. 

The eighth legion set out first, and was soon 
followed-by the fifteenth. The ninth long op-
posed this resolution, saying, they ought all to 
wait for the Emperor's answer. But at last 
finding thcnmclves deserted by the other two, 
they chose to do of their own accord what they 
apprehended they should be forced to. Drusus, 
seeing the factious were all dispersed, and that 
quiet was restored, went back to Rome, with-
out staying for the return of the deputies. 

I have said that the German army mutinied Sedition in 
at the same time, and from the same motives, theGeir-, 
fts the Pannonian ; but it was with much great-m

an l 
 

er 
Durabat & formido ccelestis irte: nee frtiqra adver-

sus impie8 helvqccre sidera, mere tenipe,tate,. 
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A.R.765.er fury, as well on account of their greitter num-
aft. C. 14. hers, as because they hoped that Germanicus, 

ho commanded them, would willingly accept 
of the empire from their hands, and by their 

sistance bring about a revolution. 
These forces were divided into two bodies, 

one stationed higher; the other lower, on the 
Rhine; composed each of four legions and an 
equal number of auxiliaries, and amounting con-
sequently to above forty thousand men. Ger-
manicus was commander in chief of these forces, 
but he was then in Gaul collecting the tribute ; 
and in his absence Silius was the subordinate 
commander of the army on the higher Rhine, 
and Cecina of that on the lower, having both 
the rank .of lieutenant-generals. 

Of these two armies, that under Silius re-
mained quiet, watching the motions of the other 
camp, and waiting for the eyent, to determine 
them. The sedition began in the army on the 
lower Rhine, which was then encamped on the 
frontiers of the * Ubians, and in a state of 
inaction, almost always fatal to discipline. The 
twenty first and fifth legions set the example, 
which was quickly followed by the first and the 
twentieth. 

In these legions were a great many new le\ ics, 
who, accustomed to the licentiousness of Rome, 
~tnd impatient of military fatigues, seduced the 
simplicity of their comrades. When then heard 
et' Augustus's decease, they observed to them 
that now Avas the time for the Veterans to de-
mand a jspeedier dismission, the fresh soldier; 
larger pay, and all some alleviation of their hard-. 

ships ; 
" A German nation, transported to the left of the Rhine, 

whose eapitvl came soon after a Roman coleny : and }w.f., 
to this time retained the name of Cologne. 
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• 
ships ; as also to return due vengeance for the A.R.156. 
cruelties of the centurions. These were not the aft. C. 14. 
harangues of a single incendiary, as amongst 
the tannonian legions, nor heard with fear by 
slender forces over-awed by more numerous ar-
mies. Here was a sedition of many mouths 
full of boasts of the glory and strength of the 
German armies. " We are, said they, the sup-
port of the Roman empire ; our victories ex-
tend its dominions ; and from us the Czesars 
take a surname that does them honour. " Cecina 
too did not restrain them. So general a frenzy 
deprived him of all courage. The mutineers 
therefore meeting with no opposition, rush fu-
riously with drawn sNi ords on the centurions, 
the first objects of the hatred of the soldiers, as 
exercising an immediate and often rigorous au-
thority over them. And as the companies were 
of sixty men each, they set sixty soldiers against 
each centurion ; they drag them to the earth, 
trample on them, beat them, and then throw 
them half dead out of the camp, or into the ri-
ver. The centurion Septimius hoped, in vain, 
for an asylum at his general's feet. The mu-
tineers obliged Cecina to deliver him up. Cas-
sius ('herca, since famous in history for killing 
Caligula, sought in his valow; for that protec-
tion which the weakness of his commander de-
nied, and opened himself a retreat with his 
sword. 

After the death or flight of the Centurions, 
nor tribune, nor any other officer, had the 
least command over the legions. The soldiers. 
themselves set the corp-de-gardes, the sentries, 
wnd appointed all military duties. * Hence men, 

of 
id milit~rcr turtitros cltius conjectantibus, pra.cipum 
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A. R.765. of rcflexion judged of the greatness and impia- 
aft. C.14. cableness of the sedition. They were terrified 

at observing that the mutineers did not act 
every one of their own head. Nor were con-
ducted by two or three leaders : but that they 
all at once raged, and all at once kept silence, 
with such order and regularity, that they seem-
ed to be under a legitimate power. 

Germani. 	The news of these commotions, which fa- 
in.'s who 
was in 	voured by Germanicus,' might' have prbcured 
Gaut, 	him the empire;  reached that prince while he 
hastes 
ther to

hi-  
ap- 

 
was labouring for Tiberius, by taking the oaths 

pease it. of fidelity of the Sequani and Belgal. For that 
Was his first business after he heard of Augus-
tus's demise. 

He was then in the most critical situation 
that can be imagined. We may remember that 
Augustus had thoughts of appointing him his 
successor, because hedid him the justice to judge 
hint worthy. But being unwilling to break 
through the order of birth, he had preferred Ti-
bei ins to him, though at the same time lie oblig-
ed him to adopt Germaniens for his son, who 
was already his nephew. It is easy to believe, 
that these dispositions of Augustus, N$ h ick 
brought Cermanicus so near the sovereignty, 
rendered him suspicious and odious' to Tiberius 
and Livia. * This the young prince knew , and 
was Milk r the greater anxiety on account of 
the hatred which his uncle and grandmother 
bore him, as it was unjust. 

Fox 
indicium magni atque implacabilis motue, quod neque dis-
jecti, nee paucotuui instinct', sett poriter areecet rent, Fro i-
ter ierent, tarts requalitate et constantia ut rcgi creticil s. 
Tic. 

* 	occultis in re patrui aviwque eciiia, quornm 
',anEw acritores, quia 
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For the grounds of it were such as ought to A.R.165. 
have made Germanic us dear and estimable to aft. C. 14. 
them. He was the favourite of the people, and 
the soldiery, both out of respect to his father 
Drusus, who was an accomplished popular 
prince, and on account of his own personal 
merit. *- For he was affable, good-natured, 
candid, generous, beneficent, and the opposite 
of Tiberius, whose language and looks denoun-
ced arrogance and hypocrisy. And this is 
what a bad heart can never forgive. Too 
much merit is an unpardonable crime. 

t There was also a woman's quarrel between 
Agrippina and Livia. The last had a step-mo-
ther's .dislike for Augustus's grand-daughter : 
and the other was naturally haughty and inflex-
ible ; but her virtue and love for her husband 
corrected her impetuous courage. 

In these circumstances, if Germanicus had 
not obstinately persevered in his duty, he might 
have considered the good-will of his soldiers as 
a necessary asylum from an unjust persecution. 
But he would owe his security to nothing but 
his innocence. He thought that a demonstra-
tion of the rectitude of his intentions would re-
concile Tiberius to him ; and t the nearer he 
found himself to empire, .the more vigour he 
exerted to secure it to Tiberius. With such 
disposition he hastened to the camp of sedition. 

The 

* Juveni eivile ingenium, mira comitas, et diversa a Ti-
berii sermone, vultu, arrogantibus et obscuris. 

f Accedebant muliebres offensiones, noverealibus Liva' 
in Agrippinam 	atque ipsa Agrippina Paulo emu-
motior, nisi quod eastitate, it mariti amore, quamvis in-
ciciMi um animum in bonurn v el tebat. 

Cermnnicus, quanto sunnria,  spei props r. tantn im- 
pensius pro Tiherio niti. 
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A.R.765. The legions came uut 	ULM, ith down- 
aft. C. 14. cast eyes in feigned token of remoi•se. Alter 

he had entered the intrencinnents, his ears were 
assaulted with complaints and clamors : nay, 
some catching his hand, as if they meant to 
kiss it, thrust his fingers into their mouths, 
that he might feel their gums were destitute of 
teeth : and others pointed at their bodies stoop-
ing under age. He mounts the tribunal ; and 
perceiving the soldiers surround bun disorderly 
and at random, he commands them to ranges. 
themselves in companies and cohorts under 
their proper colours. With slowness and re-
luctance they obey him. 

He then harangues them ; and beginning 
with an encomium oh the venerable memory of 
Augustus ; he proceeds to Tiberius's victories 
and triumphs, and particularly celebrates the 
exploits ne had performed in Germany with 
these very legions. He next sets in a strong light 
the unanimity of all Italy in acknowledging 
Tiberius for emperor ; the fidelity of both the 
Gauls ; and the quiet state of the universe. 
Thus far they he with silence, or at least with 
moderate murmuring. 

But when Germanicus touched on their sedi, 
tion, and asked them, Where was now the mo-
desty and obedience of soldiers ? where the glo-
ry of discipline ; and whither they had chased 
their centurions and tribunes? they all set up 
a vast noise They hare their bodies, and spew 
the scars of their wounds, or the bruises of their 
4 hastisements ; then, in undistinguished uproar, 
complain of the hardships of service ; dwell-
ing on the particulars that made it painful and 
insupportable ; such vs their scanty pay, the 
r..,;actions of tlk centurions, their rigorous la- 

bours, 
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hors, ramparts to be reared, ditches to be dig- A.R.165. 
ged, forage to be fetched, wood to be cut, in aft. CAI. 

word;every toil required of a soldier by the 
exigencies of war, or to prevent- idleness. 
Above the rest are heard the clamorous com-
plaints of the veterans, who having served 
thirty campaigns or more, .besought Germani-
cus to have compassion on men that were ut-
terly exhausted, and not to suffer death to over-
take them iii the midst of their labours, but-to 
discharge them from so severe a• warfare, and 
grant them a recess free from poverty and 

• 	
mi- 

sery Sonie there were who asked him for the 
money bequeathed them by Augustus ; testify- 
ing at the same time, by their acclamations, The sediti- 
their zeal for his service, and offering him, in Zlins°te.er 
case he aspired to the empire, to support him .empire,

liicli e e with their valour. 	 ,,  considers 
Germanicus, thinking himself affronted by as an at= 

this offer; and that to suppose him capable of fr°111' 
a crime was in some sort to sully his character; 
leaps headlong from the tribunal. The seditious 
soldiers oppose their weapons, and threaten him 
if he will not reascend. He protests that he 
would rather (lie than violate the oath of fide-
lity he bad taken to TibcriuFL At the same time 
he draws his sword, and would have buried it 
in his breast, if not prevented by those who 
were nest him. On the contrary, some pla-
toons of soldiers that were in the extremities of 
the, lisenibly exhorted him to strike home. 
A part of them advancing near enough to 
be heard of him, continue the same language : 
and a soldier, named Calusidius, presents him 
his rhiked sword, telling him, that it as sharper 
than his own. An insolence, which to the rest, 
.mirOgoons is illry were, seemed horrid ; and 

their 
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A.R.765. their indignation thereat producing a sudden 
aft. C. 14. cai rn, gave Germanicus's friends an opportu- 

nity to snatch him away to his tent. 
Gratificati- it was here deliberated what remedy to apply 
onsand pri- 
vileges to so dangerous a disorder. For it was known.  
granted by that the mutineers were going to send a dc- 
him 	p  utation to the army on the  

join
higher Rhine, to derioTact 

them. 	Ill ite it to 	them : that the capital of the 
Ubians was to be sacked : and that after this 
essay of plundering, they intended to spread 
themselves over all Gaul, and enrich themselves 
with the pillage of that fertile country. And, 
what still encrcascd the terror, there was advice 
that the enemy was informed of the sedition, 
and waited only for the Romans quitting the 
bank of the river to execute some entei prise. 
If the auxiliary troops were employed a;!„iinst 
the rebellious legions, it would oi casion a civil 
war : * severity was dangerous ; and donatives 
iniamous : to grant the soldiery, or to refuse 
them every thing, was equally dangerous to 
the state. 

A medium was therefore resolved on. A 
letter was feigned from the emperor, in which 
he granted a full discharge to such as had serv-
ed twenty year's ; and such as had served sixteen 
were to have the privileges of veterans : and 
be exempt from all duties of fatigue, but were 
to continue under their ensigns, and combat 
the enemy. The emperor was also to pro-
mise in this letter to pay them Augustus's le-
gacy, and even to double it. 

The soldiers were aware of the imposition, 
and demanded the immediate performance of 

the 
Perieuloqa sevcritas, flapitiosa largitio; seu nihil, F(1' 

ernnia, militi coneedenntur, in ancipiti respublica. 
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the emperor's promises. And they had satis-
faction witn respect to the discharges, "icaatt.C. 14. 
were iminediately granted them by the tri-
bunes : as to the money, the distnoution Yof 
that was adjourned to the winter-quarters. 
the fifth, and twenty first legions, who ,‘ .f.re 
the first that mutinied, obstinately re_useo to 
stir, unless payment was made in that very 
camp. So that Germanicus and his friends 
were obliged to pay the four legions out of the 
money they had brought with them for the ‘_tx-
peaces of the campaign. Cecilia led back the  
first and the twentieth to a place named the 
4:‘ Altar of the Ubians f, by an infamous march, 
wherein the money they had extorted from their 
general was carried in triumph amidst the en-
signs and eagles. 

Gcrinitincus then proceeded to the army of 
the higher Rhine, to administer to it the oath 
of fidelity to Tiberius. The second, thirteenth, 
and sixteenth legions, swore allegiance without 
hesitation ; the fourteenth stood out, a little ; 
and none of them insisted either on donatives 
or concessions. However, Germanicus, to pre- 
serve an equality, promised them time same pri-
vileges he had granted to the legions On the 
lower Rhine. 

Such was the conduct of this prince in ap-
peasing this sedition. And without doubt, his 
great condescension made a breach in the so- 
\ ereign power. Accordingly Velleius, who 
wrote when Germanicus was dead, and his fa-

mily 

place was probably so called from an altar come- 
tratt d to lugusfus by the ("Nan 	Some think it 1:0 ,/n. 

Turpi agmine, (lum fisci de imperatore ranti intl r 
iaitercpie acprilas veherentur. 
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A.R.765. roily under oppression, condemns him severelY, 
• ft. C.I4. and calls his indulgence cowardice. But al- 

ter all, the troops well knew that they had rais-
ed the Oesars to empire ; anu a power, which 
they considered as their work, could not be ex-
ercised. so  strictly on them, as an authority ori-
ginally founded in law. 

commo- • At this very time, there happened a seditious 
lion ora commotion among a detachment of the muti- 
ment
detach- nous legions which had been sent among the of 
dies? legi- Chaucians to keep them hi awe. 	But this 
ons sup. tumult was somewhat quelled in the beginning pressed by 
sosubalteril. by the resolution of an otiicer, who put to 

death two of the most criminal on the spot. 
Iiis name w a MenniuS, and he was only a 
prefect of the camp, or quarter-master, and had 
no power to punish capitally ; but the necessity 
of an immediate severity emboldened him to 
exceed his commission. The seditious, however, 
though intimidated at first, soon resumed their 
audacity, and renewed their rage : so that Men-
nius was forced to make off. But being dis-
covered, and reduced to :seek his safety in his 
own courage, he boldly told the mutineers, 
" That to himself, who was only a subaltern 
officer, their outrages were not done, but to 
Germanicus their general, anti Tiberius their 
emperor." At the saint' time dispersing those 
who were about the colours, he snatched them, 
and carried towards the Rhine, ordering the 
soldiers to follow him, and threatening to treat 
as deserters whoever should dkobey. The sol-
diers, agitated by various passions, and uncer- 

	

tain what to do, suffered themselves t') 	thils 
R • 

Pleraque ignave Germaniem, I'd!. 
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re-conducted to their winter-quarters, without 1
;. 

 11 
 c.
.7  

da, in to entcrprize any thing. 	
.1. 

 
All now seemed quiet ; yet there remained in The sediti- 

th 	hearts of the soldiery a leaven of mutiny, on of the 

which only waited for the slightest opportunity irefelZr„„ 
to re-ferment with more violence than ever. ord

arrivil 
Germanicus , on his return, met at the altar L„rt'' i' it,, 
of the Ubians, (where were the winter-quarters senate. 
of the first and twenty first legions) the depu-
ties from the senate, who brought;  him the de-
cree that conferred ou him the proconsular pow-
er, and were to make him also compliments of 
condolence on account of Augustus's decease. 
Th.; soldiers, whom the remembrance of what 
the)  hILd deserved, rendered both fearful and 
furious, took it in their heads that these depu-
ties were come to cancel and aboliSh the conces- 
sion, 	y had extorted from their general. 

;ts it is usual with the vulgar not to sus-
pea by halves, but to charge somebody with 
the crimes of their suggestion ; they laid to the 
charge of Munatius Plancus, a senator of con-
sular dignity, and at the head of this deputa-
tion, the guilt of this imaginary decree. 

-I- The standard of those soldiers who  had Furious 
been lately made veterans, was kept in the eti)'lecini'ttki'i.tif 

 

house where Germanicus was. The mutineers veers. 
pretended to claim the custody of it, doubtless 
as a proof of their right. In the dead of the 
night they went and demanded it, and not re-
ceiving an immediate answer, they burst tinQ  
doors, rushed into the prince's bed-chamber, 

d ragr.,;(-it 
4  Utque trios \Aga quanni,: calsis rerun subdere. 

1' 

	

	diFtinction of this standard is not expre,sed iq 
The commentators are divided hereupon. I ful-

lon Crorror,' ,/c, 1‘.114..)se opinion I thick motet probable 
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A:R.765. dragged him out of his bed, and compelled him 
att. C. i4. with drawn swords to deliver the standard. 

At this time the deputies from the senate, 
who were frightened at the tumult, were com-
ing to Germanicus. Unluckily for them they 
fell in with these madmen, who overwhelmed 
with outrages, and devoted them to death. The 
deputies escaped by flight, all but Plancus, 
whom the dignity of his character restrained. 
He was in the utmost danger, and had. no o-
ther asylum than the camp of the first legion, 
where he embraced the eagle and other ensigns 
that. were honoured as divinities among the Ito-
nuns. Thither however they pursued him; 
and if the eagle bearer had not opposed the 
fury of the mutineers, * they had committed a 
crime-rare even in the camp of an enemy, and 
assassinated their count rymen, at the altars of 
their gods, though acting in a sacred public 
character. 

At day-break Germanicus enters the camp, 
sends for Plancus, and seats him by himself. 

He then inveighed against the late fatal, un-
Natural frenzy; whose revival could only be 
imputed to the anger of the gods; and elo-
quently deplored the foul viohmee done to the 
sacred person of an amba-sador, the misfortune 
of Plancus who had done nothing to deserve it, 
and the disgrace thence derived on the legion. 
Having by this discourse t rather amazed than 
calmed time soldiery, he dismissed the deputies 
with an escort of auxiliary horse. 

In 
+ Minim (tiara inter hostess  legatas populi Romani 

Romanis in east' Is sanguine SAM altaria deuce 

Fatalem inerepans rahiem, neque militant sect dettat 
ira retitrgere. 

Attonita magis quam quieta concione. 
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In these dangerous circumstances, all Ger- A. R.165. 
manicus's friends, and all, the chief officers,aft. C. 
blamed him for not having recourse to the army GcuesrmseV; 
on the higher Rhine, where he was sure to find out of the 
obedience, and sufficient force to reduce the re- cawaPAh_is 
volters. " You have, said they, condescended grippina 
enough; enough employed gentle, unavailingth,mis: 
measures ; to the encrease of the insolence or 
the mutineers. Or if, after all, you despise your 
own safety, yet, why expose to the fury of a 
multitude, who violate the most sacred rights, 
your infant son and pregnant wife ? It becomes 
you, at least, to take care of these, and preserve 
them for the emperor and the state." Germa-
nicus made great difficulty of listening to these 
representations; and Agrippina was more averse 
thereto than he. This high-spirited princess said, 
That being of Augustus's blood, she had here-
ditary valour sufficient to brave danger. How-
ever, at last, Germanicus embracing her, and 
their son, with great tenderness, and many tears, 
prevailed on her to depart: 

* Agrippina's departure was all affecting 
Sight ; a great princess, compelled to fly from 
her husband's camp, held in her arms her young 
son ; the wives of Germanicus's friends, com-
panions of her deplorable flight, contained not 
their lamentations and groans ; nor lighter than 

their's 
Incedebat muliebre et miserabile agmen: profuga 

ducis uxor, parvum sinu filium gerens; lamentantes cir-
cum amicorum conjuges, gum simul trahebantur ; nec mi-
nus tristes qui manebant. Non florentis Cxsaris, neque 
suis in castris, sed velut in urbe victor facies, gemitusque 
ac planctus, etiam militum aures oraque advertere. Pro- 
grediuntur contuberniis. Quis 	.flebilis soars? quad tam 
trifle? feminas inlustres, non centurionem ad tutelam, non mi. 
litem, nihil imperatorrc trroris, art comitatus solrti, pergete 
ad treveros, et externs' jidei. Pudor inde et miseratio. 

VOL. II. 
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A.E.165. their's was the grief of those who remained. 
aft. C. 14.Tears and wailings, better becoming a city 4;riefofthe stormed, than the victorious camp of a prince, 

so nearly exalted to empire, and commander 
of such numerous forces, softened even ilia 
soldiers. They leave their tents, and ask, 
" Whence these lamentable cries ? What sud-
den unforeseen misfortune has happened? 
What ! so many illustrious ladies with the ge-
neral's wife at their head, unattended by a cen-
turion, or a soldier, destitute of even their or-
dinary train, fly to Treves to commit them-
selves to the faith of foreigners preferably to 
that of Romans !" Shame and commiseration 
seize them ; they recall the remembrance of 
Agrippa, the princes's father, of Augustus 
her grandfather, and of he father-in-law Diu-
sus; they recollect her singular fertility and chas-
tity. They were also greatly touched on ac-
count of the young prince, who was born in the.  
camp, nursed among the legions, and by them-
selves surnamed Caligula, because to win their 
affections, he commonly wore little boots (cali-
gas) of the same fashion with their own. But 
nothing so effectually subdued them as their 
jealousy of the inhabitants of Treves. They be-
seech Agrippina to stay, • they stop her, and 
w hile some of them prevent her going, the rest 
run to Germanicus. He, yet in the transports 
of grief and indignation, addressed himself to 

ierrnani-  them in these terms. 
eUs' 

+ to 
 • " * Those whose retreat you are so much con-%ea 

ie legions. 	 eerned 

'" Non mill uxor aut Mitts patre et Republica cariores 
stint: sed ilium quidein sua majestas, imperium Rrnounum 
ceteri exercitus defendeut. Conjfigem et 1;11 0'08 
(1110S pro glorfalestra libens ad exitium offerrem, procul a. 
ittrentibus uloinetreo, tit truidqui‘l i'tuc eceleris imminet, 
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cerned about, are not dearer to me than my fa- A.R.165. 
then and the commonwealth. But neither the aft- C.14. 
emperor nor the state give me any disquiet; 
they are. sufficiently defended ; the one by, the 
majesty of his name, and the other by the rest 
of the Roman armies. My wife and son, whom 
for ) our glory I would freely sacrifice, must be' 
removed from your rage : that whatever further 
mischief you meditate may be expiated by my 
blood alone ; and that the murder of the great 
grandson of Augustus, and of the daughter-
in-law of Tiberius, may not be added to the. 
black catalogue of your crimes; for during 
your late frenzy, what has been too horrid for 
you to commit ? What name is there left for 
me to give you? Can I call you soldiers, who 
have besieged the son of your emperor ? Ro-
man citizens can 1 call you ? you have trampled 
on the authority of the senate ; you have even 
violated the customs religiously observed by de-
clared enemies, the law of nations, and the sa-
cred persons of ambassadors. Julius Czesar 
Once quelled a violent sedition by a single word 
by calling them citizens who no longer acted aI 
soldiers. Augustus, by his presence, and a look, 
terrified into submission the legions that were 
victorious at Actium. If I am far unequal to 
these demi-gods, yet their blood runs in my 
veins. What kind of excuse can you make for 
your rebellion ? If the legions in Spain or Syria 

2 	 refused 

meo tantum sanguine pictur ; neve occisus Augusti prone, 
pox, interfecta Tiberii mints, nocentiores vox facia. Quid 
enim per hos dies inausum, intemeraturnve vobis ? Quud 
nornen hire ccetui dabo? Militesne appellem ? qui filium 
Imperatoril vestri vallo et armis circumsedistis. An elves ? 
quilm9 tam pro:,ecta Senatus auctoritac. Hostium quoquer 
tic, et sacra, legatiouis) et fox y~ntitutt► rupiahs, 
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A. R.765.refused to obey. me, I should think it strange. 
aft. C. 1.4 And yet you, who are so closely connected with 

Tiberius, you, the first legion raised by Tibe-
rius himself, and the twentieth, his companion 
in so many battles, and enriched by his boun-
ties, you thus testify your gratitude to your ge-
neral ! While my father hears nothing but good 
news from the other provinces, must I send him 
so very bad ? Must I acquaint him, that his 
own new levies, and his own veterans, are nei-
ther satisfied by their discharges nor donatives ; 
that here, and here only, the centurions are 
butchered, the tribunes driven away, and the 
deputies of the senate insulted; that here the 
camp and the rivers are tinged with blood ; and 
that for me, his son, I hold a precarious life at 
the mercy of madmen ? * Why, when I first 
assembled you, did you snatch from me the 
sword with which I was going to dispatch my-
self ? 0 imprudent friends ! he who offered me 
his own sword, shewed me greater kindness. I 
should then have fallen ignorant of the many 
crimes since committed by my army. And you 
would have .chosen another general, who should 
have left my death unpunished, but have re-
venged the slaughter of Varus and his three le-
gions. For may the gods forbid, that the Bel-
gians, whose good intentions outstrip my wish-
es, should appropriate the renown of retrieving 
the glory of the Roman name, and repulsing 
the Germans. t Rather may, 0 divine Augus- 

tus, 

"` Cur enim primo concionis die ferrum illud quad pec• 
tori ineo infigere parabam detraxistis? 0 inaprovidi ami. 
ci ! melius et amantius ilk qui gladium offerebat. 

t Tua, dive Auguste, ccelo recepta Ivens, tua, pater 
Druse, imago, iisdem istis cum militibus, quos jam pudor 
et doria intrat, eluant Banc maculern, iraNue civiles in 
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tus, thy deified spirit, and thy revered image A.R.165. 
and memory, 0 father Drusus, inspire my aft.C. 14. 
hearers' with the ardour of the noble vengeance ! 
Already, I perceive, they feel the remorse of 
shame, and sense of honour. Improve this their 
inclination to return to their duty, and turn the 
whole tide of their civil rage to the destruction 
of the enemy. And you, my fellow-soldiers, 
in whose countenances I read the happy altera-
tion of your minds, if you mean to restore to 
the senate their ambassadors, to your emperor 
your loyalty, and to me, your general, my wife 
and son, fly the contagion of the guilty, and 
separate from the seditious. This will be a 
sure sign of remorse ; this a firm pledge of 
delity." 

These words softened the soldiers into suppli- The muti- 
cations and confessions of their faults. They 'X ear°  besought Germanicus to punish, the guilty, to selves, and 
pardon the ignorant and, imprudent, and texe91te justice on lead them against the enemy ; but above all, the most • 
they conjured him to recall the princess, and hisguatY• 
son, and not to suffer the fosterling of the le-
gions (so they called the young prince) to be 
given in hostage to the Gauls. Germanicus de-
sired them to excuse the return of Agrippina, 
on account of the advanced season, and her ap-
proaching delivery. But promised to recall his 
son ; and left to them to execute what. remain-
ed to be done. 

The soldiers, now wholly changed, search all 
over the camp for the most seditious ; 

bind, 
exitium hostibus vertant ! Vos quoque, quorum alia mine 
ora, alia pectora intueor, si legatos senatui, obsequium 
peratori, si mihi conjugem ac filium redditis, diseedite a 
contactu, et dividite turbidos. Id stabile ad painitentiam, 
id &lei vinculum erit. 
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A.R.765. bind, and then carry them before C. Cetronius, 
aft. C.14. commander of the first legion. And this was the 

manner of this vcryextraordinary military judge-
ment. The legions being assembled with drawn 
swords, the prisoner was exposed on an emi-
nence, from whence every one could see him, 
by a tribune. And if he. was unanimously 
proclaimed guilty, he was thrown down, and 
killed on the spot. The soldiers rejoiced in 
these bloody executions, as they thought them 
expiatory of their own guilt : And Germanieus 
did not restrain them, as he thereby incurred 
no sort of odium. The veterans also executed 
justice on the most guilty among them ; and 
were soon after ordered into Rhcetia, under pre-
tence of defending that province against the 
Suevians who threatened it. Though the true 
reason was * to remove them from a camp still 
horrible, as well on account of the rigorous 
punishment, as of the remembrance of the 
crime that occasioned it. 

Review of  Germanieus, afterwards, reviewed the cen- the c,:ntu- 
turions in the presence of the soldiers.  A po-
pular practice ; and which, if not prescribed by 
custom, but introduced by Germanicus, slim-
ed a great condescension in him for the sohliery. 
Each centurion was cited in his rank ; and 
gave an account of his name, his company, 
his country, the number of campaigns he had 
served, his exploits, and military presents, if 
with any he had been distinguished. If the 
tribunes and legion bore testimony to his val-
our and conduct, he kept his post. If there 
was a concurring complaint of his avarice or 
cruelty, he was broke. 

The  
* Lt avellerentur castris, trucibus adhuc, non mina a 

peritate remedii, (warn 'sceleris memoria. 
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The news of these -violent comraotions in the AM:135. 
German legions reached Rome, before the ac-u. C.14. 
count of the end of the Pannonian sedition 
* and the citizens, being alarmed, condemned ill 

h 
 r1{.%il 

Tiberius for amusing himself in town wit,m. 
mocking by an affected modesty the senate anctmetiuLT- 
the people, who were weak. and unarmed ; 
the soldiery were in too stubborn a rebellion to 
be quelled by two young princes, whose raw 
authority was not sufficiently- respected. They 
wanted him to go himself, and awe them with 
the majesty of imperial power ; thinking they 
would infallibly submit upon sight of their em-
peror, the sole and sovereign disposer of rewards 
nd punishments. " Augustus, said they, could, 

tinder the pressure of age, take many jemmies 
into Germany ; but Tiberius keeps quiet at 
home, watching and cavilling at the senators 
words. f He had fully provided fin- the domes-
tic servitude of Rome ; he ought now to cure 
the licentiousness of the soldiery, and reconcile 
them to a life of peace." 

Notwithstanding these discourses came to Ti-
berius's ear14, he continued resolute and inflexi-
ble in his reqolution nut to depart front the Ca-
pital, lest he should expose himself and the com-
monwealth to some extraordinary danger. And 
really various considerations detained him. The 
Germany arm? was the stronger, the Pannonian 
the nearer. The former might be supported 
by the forces of Gaul, the latter threatened 

* Trepida civitas inensare 	quod clam patrest 
4it plcbern, invalida et luermia, cunctatiune fieta ludifiee. 
tur ; di,ksideat interim miles, nee (Inman adoleseentium 
nontluiit adulta auctoritate comprimi Ducat. 

+ S 	provimm 	servicati : militaribus 
01(tt ,crula iknr( tiita ut ferre wain vfilitt. 
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A.R.765.1taly. To which then should he repair ? Be- 
0.t. C.14.sides, he was afraid that the army he appeared 

to consider least would be offended, and there-
fore more intractable. * Whereas, by sending.  
one of his sons to each of the armies, the equal 
treatment of both was- maintained ; as also the 
majesty of sovereignty, ever most reverenced 
at a distances He thought too that the young 
princes might evade some demands of the sol-
diers, by referring them to their father ; and 
that if the mutineers should disobey Germani-
cus or Drusus, he was not without hopes of ap-
peasing them by his own authority, or of redu-
cing them by force. But if once they contem-
ned their emperor, what resource was behind ? 
Such were Tiberius's thoughts. Notwithstand-
ing, through an inclination for dissimulation, as 
well as to appear to grant something to the de-
sire of the Roman citizens, he declared his in-
tention to set out, he chose his attendants, pro-
vided his equipage, and prepared a fleet. But 
on pretence, sometimes of the winter, some-
times of business, he continued at Rome; and 
enjoyed the pleasure of deceiving the public. 

Gerninni- The German sedition was not however totally 
cue pre. appeased. Two legions, the fifth and twenty- pnres ore- gr  
duce by " SE that were camped at a place called -I- Vetera, 
force two persisted in their disobedience. These were the 
obstinate 
le!rions. most guilty of all ; it was they that began the 
-.t.sunten in troubles ; they that committed the greatest ex- In the 	cesses ; and now, neither terrified by the pun- duchy of 

ishments, nor reclaimed by the reformation of 
their comrades, they preserved all their fierce-
ness and audacity. Germanicus determincd 

there- 
* At per fihos pariter adiri, majestate salva, cal major 

longinquo revcrentia. 
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therefore to use force against them. He assem- A.R.165. 
bled an army, and got a great many vessels to- aft.C. 14. 
gether to go down the Rhine to them. 

But he took this resolution with regret. The sot-
Therefore, before he put it in execution, being diersdute- 
willing to try a last resource he wrote to Ceci-
na, who commanded the winter quarters of the s

°-e7a13' 1!3jiej 
by a bloody 

mutinous legions, that he was coming with a faortretmunolst 
powerful army, and that if he was not prevented criminal. 
by the punishment of the seditious, he should 
put all to the sword without distinction. Ce- 
cina privately sends for the eagle-bearers, en-
signs, and all who were best affected : reads to 
them the general's letter, and exhorts them to 
redeem themselves from death, and their legions 
from infamy * : representing to them, that in 
peace reason was heard and merit distinguished, 
but in war, the innocent perished with the guilty. 
These sound their friends and acquaintance, and 
finding that the majority of the camp persever-
ed in their duty, they, in concurrence with Ce. 
cina, settle a time for putting to the sword the 
most notoriously seditious and criminal. 

Upon a particular signal given, those who 
had the word, rush into the tents, and slaughter 
their comrades, who had no such;pprehension : 
nor was it known whence the massacre began 
or where it would end. 	This was a kind of 

civil 
* In pace causas et merita spectari ; ubi bellum ingruat, 

innocentes ac noxios juxta cadere. 
f Diversa (minium (pm unquam accidere civilium armo• 

ruNi facies. Non prcelio, non adversis e castrig, sed iisdem 
e cnbilibus, quos simul vescentes dies, simul quietos nox 
habuerat, discedunt in partes, ingerunt tela. Clamor. 
vulnera, sanguis, palam, causa inocculto : cetera fors regit : 
et quidam bonorum ewsi, postquam intellect° in quos 
viretnr, pcssimi quoquc anna rapucrant. Neque Legatos 
ant Tribunus moderator adfuit permissa vulp liceut;4. 
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1t.R.765. civil war different from what had ever happen_ 
aft. C. 14.ed.  Th6  combatants made not two separate 

bodies, nor came out of different camps. But 
those who had eat together in the day, and slept 
together part of the night, rise from the same 
bed, and fall on one another as enemies. Out-
cries, wounds, and blood, were heard and seen 
but the cause of them remained hid : a fortui-
tous rage seemed to direct the action : till the 
seditious, having at length discovered that they 
were the persons attacked, endeavoured to 
unite, and killed some of the loyalists. NO 
lieutenant-general, no tribune, moderated the 
slaughter : it was abandoned to the fury of the 
soldiers, who left off when sated with destruc-
tion. Soon after this terrible massacre, Germa-
nicus arrived, afflicted and in tears ; who said, 
that this was not the appearance of an execu-
tion, but of a defeat ; and ordered the bodies' 
of the slain to be bitrnt. 

8151't and 	* The legions, still agitated by a mad rage, happy ex- pedition a are seized with a passion to go against the cue- 
zainst the my, as an expiation of their crimes; . and per- Germans. suade themselves that nothing but their own 

blood shed in an honourable cause, could wash 
away the stain of the blood of their comrades 
with which they were contaminated, and aw. 
pease their angry ghosts. Though the season was 
far advanced, Germanicus fell in with their ar-
dour; and laying a bridge on the Ilhine,ntarehed 

over 

atque uItio, et satietas. ?fox ingress-as castra Germanieus, 
non tnedicinam illttd, pluritni4 cum lacrymis, sect clarion 
appellans, crernari corpora jubet. 

* Truces etiam turn animos cupido itn,olat eundi in hos-
tent, piaculum furoris: ncc aliter posse placari corona-
tiontim tuanes3  quam si Rectotibus itnpiis honesta vuIrsmi 
stecep6.y..nt 
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over twelve thousand foot detached from the A. R.1 65. 
four mutinous legions, six-and-twenty auxili_aft.c. 14. 
ary cohorts, making about the same number, 
and about two thousand four hundred horse, 

,,,livided into eight squadrons. 
The German army was not far off, enjoying 

at its ease the vacation that the intestine divi-
sions of the Romans afforded it. Germanicus, 
having intelligence that the Germans were ce-
lebrating a festival with all the licentiousness 
and disorder usual with barbarians, made a 
forced march, and surprised them in the night. 
He found them stupified with wine and sleep 
without.corps-de-gardes, without sentries, with-
out even the precautions necessary in full peace. 
The carnage was great : Germanicus extended 
himself over all the country of the Marsians, 
and ravaged with fire .and sword a space of fifty 
miles ; and destroyed the temple of * Tanfana, 
a divinity much revered in these regions ; and 
all this was performed without the loss of a sin-
gle man, because he had to do with people ei-
ther asleep or in flight, unarmed and defence-
less. 

In his return three German nations, the 
Bructeri, Usipetes, and Tubantes, having uni-
ted their forces, endeavoured to obstruct his 
march. They watched their time when the van 
of the Roman army was defiling cross a thick 
wood, and then they fell on the auxiliary co., 
horts that composed its rear. Germanicus had 
foreseen this; attack. Ile rides up to the twen-
tieth legion, which was the nearest to the ac-
tion and exhorts it to efface the remembrance 

or 

4  It appears to be the divinity of the forests, adored 
among the Germans, as Cyrvarnes was among the Ronzanw, 
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A.R.765. of sedition. " Haste, my friends, says lie, 
afc.C. 14. baste to obliterate your faults, by a glorious at-

chievement." Animated by these words, the 
legion advances against the enemy, breaks 
them, and cuts most of them to pieces. Mean 
while the Roman van passed the forest, and for-
tified a camp. The rest of the march was un-
interrupted ; and the soldiers, pleased with their 
late expedition, and forgetful of _their past 
faults, went quietly into winter-quarters. 

Tiberius's The news of these things, when they came 
3oytemp7- withdis 	Tiberius, gave him at once both joy and ed   
quiet. 	disquiet. He rejoiced that the sedition, was 

suppressed ; but the manner of doing it dis-
turbed him. He was alarmed at, and suspici-
ous of, the donatives and premature discharges, 

Swit. Tib• by which Germanicus had gained the affections 
of the soldiery. He was jealous of the glory 
that young prince was acquiring in war. But 
above all, he apprehended in him a rival, who 
might by seconding the inclination of the ar-
mies, aspire to the empire. He was so affected 
by this apprehension, that he counterfeited ill-
ness to make Germanicus believe he had not 
long to wait. Nor did the modesty of a prince, 
who had given such proofs of his fidelity, at 
all remove his fears ; because as Dion observes, 
knowing himself to be a great hypocrite, and 
the opposite of what he publicly appeared to be, 
he thought other men were like him, and that 
none but weak people were sincere. 

He reported to the senate, nevertheless, an 
advantageous account of the services Germani-
cus had done the state, and greatly applaud-
ed them, but in words too pompious and stu-
died to he thought dictated by his heart. He 
spoke more modestly of Drusus, and of his 

add reps  
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address in pacifying the sedition of Illyric= ; 
but the little he said appeared natural and cor- aft. C.141 
dial. He ratified, and extended to the Panno- 
nion legions, all that Germanicus had granted 
to those he commanded ; an indulgence which 
did not at all suit with Tiberius's genius ; and 
which, as it was extorted by the circumstances 
of affairs, was not of long duration. 

SE CT. II. 

Death of Julia, Augustus's daughter. Sempron las 
Gracchus slain by Tiberius's order. 27berius, 
naturally inclined to cruelty, conceals it under 
an appearance of great lenity and moderation. 
lie manifests great zeal for justice. He doesnot 
oppress the nations. And affects popularity. 
it was his dread of Germanicus that made him 
thus countetleit. He permits prosecutions for 
pretended treasons. Affair of Falanius and Ru-
brius. That of Granius Marcellus. Tiberius's 
well-judged liberality. He sometimes couples it 
with severity. Overflowing of the Tiber. Pro-
ject for turning the rivers that ran into it. A-
chaia and Macedonia become provinces to Cesar. 
Tiberius's custom of continuingthose place& 
had once put in. Drums' s vices. Tiberius leaves 
of going to the games and spectacles. Passion 
of the Romans for pantomimes. Seditions. Re-
gulation on that subject. Augustus's legacy to 
the people discharged somewhat lately by Tibe-
rius. Melancholy fate of a pleasant fellow. The 
hundredth denarius continued. Revocation of Mr 
indulgences extorted by the seditions in Cerma-
vy. German war. Germanicus's expedition 

A/gamy( 
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against the Catti. Segestes besieged by his 
coantrymen. Gerazanieus delivers. him. Dis-
course of AScgestes to Ge)manicas. Arminius 
makes 11wCherusca11s and neighbouring nations 
take up amiss. Germanicus marches against 
him. He pays the last duties to the TOMMS of 
'arus and his legions. TiLcrius blames hire far 

it. Action between.  the Romans and Germans, 
wherein the advantage is equal. Return of the 
Roman army. Four legions under the conduct 
of Cecina are in great danger, but extricate ' 
ihemselvesby their valour. False rumour of the 
entire defeat of these legions. Thoughts of 
breaking the bridge on the Rhine. Agrippina 
prevents it. Tiberius, takes umbrage at _Ag-
rippina. Two legions under the conduct qf P. 
Vitellius are in clanger of being drowned. Ger-
maidens' s liberality. and goodness. lie receives 
into favour Segimerus and his son. He takes a 
resolution to transport all his troops 1.11i0 Ger-
many by seer. A fleet of a thousand sail. Short 
expedition toward the Luppia. Embarkation. 
Course of the fleet to the mouth of the Amisia. 
Cmversationbetween Arminius and his brother 
Fi«vi us, who served in the Roman army. Ger-
man lens passes the Vescr. lie secretly it f01711S 
himself of his soldiers disposition. Germani-
cus's dream. His harangue to the soldiers. _dr-
minius encourages his troops. Battle ,tcained 
by the Romans. iS'econd battle, tehere the 
Romans are again victorious. Trophy. The 
Ani.;.rivarians submit. Return of the Ro-
mans by sea. Storm. Disaster of the "eel. 
Germanenv' s 	His care to pick zip his .01-

Elptylitirms against the Cattans and 
.111,,rsians. 	of the Germans. Return 
of the legions 1•2o u'r.ter-quai tors. Germani- 

( 
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errs recalled. He has no successor in the chief 
command of the legions in Geri 

THIS year the unfortunate Julia, daughter A.11.765-
of Augustus, concluded a banishment of aft. C. 14-

sixteen years, by a death which want occasioned IzaiatahAo,t,. 
'..r at least accelerated. However justly her father gusuis's 
was exasperated against her, as he left her hertht"g1r: 
life, he rightly judged that he ought to provide;. s3. 

ne t. her a subsistence; and when he transferred hers  
from the isle of Pandataria to the city of lthegi-
tun, he gave her that town 'for her prison. Ti-
berius, who had formerly interceded for her, was 
Ito sooner sole master, than he cut off her alimen-
tary pension ; under an unworthy pretence that 
there was no mention made of it in Augustus's 
will : he also confined her to her house, where 
she was kept close prisoner. Thus Julia, an em-
peror's daughter and wife, was in want of neces-
saries, and died almost of hunger ; and her 
mournful fate, though merited by her horrible 
irregularities, raised nevertheless a spirit of in-
dignation against him who violated, with res-
pect to her, all the nights of humanity. 

One of her corrupters perished about the semproni 
same time by the sword : A man, who joined tour  .hu

Grzc
in 

 
the advantage of a great family, an easy wit and 's 

 lin
riberi- 

:4u eloquence which he made no good use of. T's 
Sempronius Gra.echus had begun an adulterous Tac.  
intercourse with Julia, while she was Agrippa's 
wife. Constant in iniquity, he did not break off 
theintrigue after her marriage with Tiberius. 
He even set the princess against her bil,band ; 
aad it was thought that a letter written by Julie. 
to Augustus, wherein she complained bitter1;. 
ol*Tiloeri tis, `'.as dictated by GrleellLIS. He there- 
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A.R.765. fore deserved the banishment Augustus condem- 
aft.C.14. I1ed itiin to. He was transported to the isle of 

Cercina, near Africa ; where he bore his long 
exile with resolution ; and sheaved great spirit in 
his death. The soldiers sent to kill him found 
him on the shore full of melancholy reflections, 
and in expectation ofthe approaching misfortune. 
He desired of them a short respite, in order to 
acquaint his wife Alliaria with his last intentions 
by letter : after which he presented them his 
throat, and received the mortal blow with a con-
stancy, says Tacitus*, in death, not unworthy of 
the Sem pronian name, though in his life he had de-
generated. According to some authors, the sol-
diers that slew him came not directly from Rome, 
but were sent by L. Asprenas, proconsul of 
Africa, by order of Tiberius, who hoped to have 
cast on Asprenas the imputation of Gracchus's 
death. And truly this little finesse is of a piece 
with the rest of this prince's proceedings. 

Tiberius, 	Thus Tiberius began to disclose his bent to 
uuturally 
inclined to cruelty, which had appeared in his infancy, as 
cruelty, may be proved by the celebrated saying of his 
°"ce18 it  tutor, who, to express the meanness and bloody under an 

appearanCe disposition of his pupil, defined him, f a piece 
lenity an, 
modera- however in the beginning of his reign, and op- 

posed to the acts of inhumanity I have related, a 
conduct in other respects extremely moderate, 
and which would have been very laudable if his 
sentiments bad concurred with appearances. 

27. Diu„. L  Enemy to flattery and cringing servilitics, he 
t 	suffered no senator to attend his litter, either by 

way 

* Nnsiantia mortis hand indignus Semproni0 )1°1'11141e 
vita degellei•averat. Tar. i. 53. 

I.  Ety,r,cy af.et:41; 	 V. Smd. T. 57 
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way of company or business. If in conversation A.R."165, 
or set discourses terms of adulation were bestow-aft. C.14,  
.ed on Win, he interrupted the speakers, and o-
bliged them to change their style. Thus one 
having called him Master or Lord, (a title he 
would never admit of, as I have said,) he told him, 
that he took that pretended' respectful expression 
as an affront, and ordered him to leave it off. 
Another styling his occupation sacred or divine, 
he bade him say laborious. A person who told the 
senate he came there by his order, was obliged 
to alter his expression, and substitute, by his. ad-
vice. * The proper manner therefore of treating 
this prince was very difficult to be attained, as 
he feared liberty and hated flattery. 

This severity with respect to adulation was the 
more remarkable, as he himself went almost be-
yond the bounds of politeness in the terms and 
turnshe used to the senate and its particular mem-
bers. Once when. he gave an opinion contrary to 
that of Haterius, " Pray excuse me, says he, if as 
a senator 1 combat your sentiments with free-
dom." And to the senate in a body, he thus ex-
pressed himself : * " I have often said, fathers, 
that a prince invested by you with such unlimit-
ed power, if he will govern well, ought to be the 
slave of the senate, the state, and even sometimes 
of particulars. This I have said, and do not re-
pent of it. For I have always found, and yet 

find, 
Unde augusta et lubrica oratio sub principe qui liber-

tatem metuebat, adulationem oderat. Tay. Ann. ii. 87. 
fi Dixi et nunc et sape alias, P. C. bonum et salutarem 

principem, quem vos tanta et tam libera potestate instrux-
istis, senatui servire debere, et universis civibus sape, et 
plerumque etiam singulis: neque id dixisse me pcenitet ; 
et bonos et mquos et faventes vos habui dominos, et adbue 
babeo. Suet. Tib. 29. 

VoL. 
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A.R.765.find, you good, just, and indulgent masters." 
aft. C.14.He  said too much to be believed. 

Yet it must he confessed that.  he exceeded 
mere words, and that he allowed the senate and 
magistrates the exercise of their authority. On 
every 	whether of great or small import- 
ance, public or private, he consulted the senate; 
whether about impositions or finances, public 
works to be made or restored, the levy and dis-
charge of troops, the quartering of the legions 
and auxiliaries, the choice of generals, the con-
tinuation of governors of provinces, the answers 
to the letters of foreign. kings, or the ceremonial 
to, be observed to them. And he permitted 
them to make decrees contrary to his opinion. 
Suetonius observes, that on an occasion where 
the sentiments were divided, Tiberius going over 
to the minority was followed by nobody. He 
always entered the senate unattended and alone; 
and if on account of indisposition he came in a 
chair, he dismissed his train when he came to 
the porch of the senate-house. 

1.1014 

	

	If affairs required dispatch, or were too incon- 
siderable to be brought before the senate, he 
would not then determine them alone. He re-
ceived the deputations and petitions of the cities 
and provinces assisted by a council of senators ; 
and this he constituted of such, as having com-
manded in the place in question, were best ac-
quainted with its concerns. 

Suet. 

	

	It is not sufficient to say that he had a great 
regard for the consuls ; he paid them the utmost 
deference, rising up when they came near him, 
and giving them the wall. At the entertain-
ments of ceremony that he gave them, be receiv-
ed them at the door of his apartment, and recon-
ducted them there when they went away. Nay, 

lie 
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he left them so much authority, that some de- A.R.165. 
putiesfrom Africa came and complained to them, aft. C.14. 
" That Cesar, to whom tlity were sent, would 
not dispatch their business." 

He endeavoured to appear to desire that all Dien. 
who had places should enjoy their rights. Some 
persons of consular dignity that commanded ar-
mies having written to him an account of their 
exploits, he reproached them for not addressing 
themselves to the senate, according to ancient 
custom. If they consulted him about certain 
military presents, the distribution whereof they 
reserved to him, he complained that they were 
'Unacquainted with the extent of their power, 
'which made them the disposers of all such re- 
compenses. He commended a pretor, who the 
first day of his employment had assembled the 
people, to put them in mind (as used to be done 
under the republican government) of the servi- 
ces of his ancestors. 

He manifested great zeal for justice, and watch- He maul- 
ed it himself. He frequented the tribunals in-i;e,esatarjeuat, 
cog. that he might not take from, the pretor his tice. 
place of president ; and heard the pleadings. If 
he perceived, or had been informed, that the 
judges were biassed by favour or affection, he re- 
formed them by his advice and exhortation. Ta- 
citus observes, that * by thus enforcing justice, 
he hurt liberty : a peevish reflection, which sets 
in a bad light a most laudable conduct: 

He took care that the nations should not be ne,inegaot 
oppressed by too burthensome imposts. Emilius aror,:1".  
Rectus, prefect of Egypt, having transmitted to Dion. 
the imperial treasury a greater sum of money than. 

his 

* Dam veritati consulitar, libertas corrurapebatur. 7',14  
Ann. i. 70. 

   
  



70 
	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.765.his province was obliged to furnish, Tiberius, 
aft. C•14.instea.d of thanking him for it, wrote to him *, 

" That sheep should be sheared, but not skin'd." 
He affects  He bent his natural haughtiness and arrogance popularity. 
Dion. 	to popularity : by frequenting the games and spec-

tacles, that he might seem to partake of the di-
versions of the people; by being of easy access; 
by visiting his friends without guards or state, and • by interesting himself in their affairs,' soliciting 
for them when they had suits, and being present 
at their domestic entertainments ; in a word, by 
bringing himself almost to a level with private 
citizens; and by reserving the part of the prince 
and emperor for public occasions. 

It was his The union of all these good qualities would 
dread of 
Gennani- seem to constitute an accomplished prince. But 
cus that it was only Tiberius's dread of Germanicus that 
made him 
thus coup- made him strive to make his government palata- 
terfeit ble. He himself did not love virtue ; but he 

made use of it as an expedient to support him-
self against the popularity of one whom he consi-
dered as a rival. To him may be applied what 
Horace says, " f That he was a subtle fox that 
counterfeited the generous procedure of a lion." 
And time unmasked him; and altogether undid 
his good and laudable outset. But this change' 
was effected by degrees, and long preparation. 
We may consider it as begun, though with 
great caution, from the consulship of his son. 
Drusus and Norbanus, who entered on their of-
fice within five months of Augustus's death. 

DRUM 

s Boni paStoris esse tondere pecus, non deglubere. Suet. 
Tib. 32. 

Astuta ingenuum vulpes imitata leoneni. 
Iron Sat, ii. 5'. 
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DRUSUS CESAR. 	 AM:166. 
.C. NORBANUS FLACCUS. 	 aft.C. 15. 

Under these consuls Tiberius permitted prose-He per. 
cutions for pretended reasons in frivolous cases, ue

tt
,
s
gon

ro;  
s 
  

wherein there was nothingserious except the ma- for pre- 
lice of the informers. He at first affected to des- tedc treasons.  pise the reflections cast on him ; and often said, The..4„,i .j. 
* That in a free state men's thoughts and tongues 7 2' Sl• 

ought to be free. He even explained himself on Tib. 26. 
this head in the senate, in a most modest manner. 
" If any one, says be, censure my conduct, I will 
give him an account of the principles I act by ; 
and if, after such an explanation, he persist in 
doing it, I shall return enmity for enmity." 
Some senators, through flattery, or in Concert with 
him, having moved, that the senate should take 
cognizance of such words and actions as were 
contrary to the respect due to the majesty of the 
prince ; he answered ; " t We have not leisure 
enough to embark in this new species of business. 
If once you int roduce such prosecutions, you will 
have nothing else to do. Every one will take 
this method to ruin his enemy." It was impossi- 
ble, as Mr. de Tillcmont observes, to predict 
%% Alt greater truth the horrible mischief he him- 
self was about to do. 

It is true, that he was exasperated beyond pa- suet TI. 
ticnce by the rashness of SOIlle petulant wits, who"' 
dispersed about Rome the most injurious satires 

• against him. They therein told him, " You 
F 4 	 arc 

Subinde jactabat, in eivitate libera linguarn mententque 
liberasse debere. Suet. 

t Non tanttun otiibabermas,ut it-upheave nos pluribus nego-
tiis debeamus. Si hane fenestram aperueritis, nihil aliud agi 
sinetis; omniuna inimicitiae hoc pru'textu aid vos deferei mu. 

I Asper et innnitis. 13reviter vis ornnia diem? 
Dispeream si to Mater aware potent. 
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A.R.166.are harsh and austere ; and to sum up your cha, 
"5•racter in one word—your very mother cannot 

love you." His bias to cruelty had shewn itself, 
as we have seen by the violent deaths of Agrippa, 
Posthumus, and Gracchus, and his inhumanity 
to Julia. He also loved wine much, and had 
been guilty of great excess that way. A poet, 
uniting these two vices, said of him : * " He dis-
dains wine because he thirsts after blood. And 

the drinks human blood in as great gantities as 
he formerly did wine." They also reproached 
him with his retreat to, and sort of exile at, 
Rhodes ; and, having cited the examples of Syl-
la, Marius, and Anthony, who, soured by their 
disgraces, had killed so many citizens at their re-
turn to Rome, they added : " Rome is un-
done. What can you expect but a bloody reign 
from one who comes from banishment to the 
throne." 

Tiberius's affected moderation could not hold 
out against this unbridled licentiousness; he en-
deavoured to put a stop thereto by severity and 
the pretor, Pompeii's Macer, having askedihim, 
if he was to take cognizance of accusations of 
treason, he answered, that he should do justice 
and see the laws executed. However, he did not 
at once carry things to extremities ; and in some 
of the first of these affilirs is only to be blamed 
for having suffered to be treated seriously such 
accusations as only deserved contempt. 

Falanius and Bubrius were accused before the 
senate as guilty of irreverence towards the majes-

ty 

* Fastidit vinum, quia jam sitit iste eruorem. 
Tam bibit hunc avide quam bibit ante merum. 

t - Roma perit. Regnabit sanguine multu 
Ad regnum quisquis refit ab exilic). 

Tic. 

Affair of 
Paianius 
and Hu-
t ii ite.s. 
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ty and divinity of Augustus : the first, because A.11'766. 
in the celebration of the festivals that were solem- aft. C.14. 
Mzed from house to house in honour of this deifi-
ed prince, he had admitted among the ministers 
of the worship, a player, named Cassius, of infa-
mous life ; and also, because he had sold together 
with his gardens a statue of Augustus that was in 
them. To Rubrius was imputed, that he had 
sworn falsely by the name of Augustus. The 
consuls wanted to know the emperor's mind . 
about crimes of so new a species. He, being ab-
sent, answered them in writing : " That heaven 
had not been decreed to his father, to ensnare the 
Roman citizens. That the pantomime Cassius 
had been employed by his mother in the inter-
ludes celebrated by her in Augustus's honour. 
That his statues, like those of the other divinities, 
might, without hurting religion, be comprehend-
ed in the sale of houses and gardens. That as to 
the swearing falsely by his name, to profane 
Augustus's or Jupiter's was but the same ; and* 
the gods alone were to avenge the injuries done 
to the gods." He could not have given a more 
moderate or more equitable answer. But the ac-
cusation had been admitted, and the example 
set. 

Another followed soon after. Granius Mar- timir of 
cellus, governor of Bithynia was accused of k-'17,.Tel,. 
high-treason by his questor Cepio Crispinus ; 

who, 

4  Deorum injurias this cum. 
t Qui formam vitae iniit quam postea eelebrem 

temporurn & audacity liondutim feeertmt. Nun cgril,, ig- 
notlis, inquies, dim occultis 	sterithe prioripis4  
repit, mox clarissimo coigne periculum face it, pet eutil m 
apud UllUITI, odium aped onmes adeptus, dedit exemplum, 
good secuti ex patiperibus divites, ex coutemptis mettiemli 
perniciein aliis, ac postrenium aibi, invencre, 
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A.R.766. who, says Tacitus, first opened a way which the 
aft. C.15. misery of the time and the audacity of trouble-

some people made trite and beaten. He was an 
obscure man, poor, ambitious and restless ; and 
by gratifying by secret informations the sanguin-
ary inclination of the prince, and thus endanger-
ing the first persons in Rome, he acquired the 
favour of one and the hatred of all : nor wanted 
he followers, who like him, from poverty be-
come rich, and as dreadful as they were once 
contemptible ; and who dug for others a pit 
into which they at last fell themselves. 

Crispinus accused Marcellus of speaking ill of 
Tiberius ; and he gave the accused an inevitable 
blow, by selecting all that was bad in the Prince's 
character, and making it the subject of Marcel-
lus's criticisms. For it was easily believed to 
have been spoken, because it was true. 

Romanus Hispo, who acted as second to the 
principal accuser, added, that the statue of Mar-
cellus was by him placed higher than those of 
the Cesars ; and that having taken off the head 
of a statue of Augustus, he had in the room of 
it bcf that of Tiberius. 

The emperor, doubtless, suffered greatly in 
hearing the censure of himself related ; yet he 
contained himself. But this last irievance giv-
ing his anger an opportunity to show itself, as it 
seemed more to affect Augustus than himself, he 
fell into a violent passion. He declared that in 
this glair be would himself give his vote, under 
an oath to observe justice. *There remained, even 
then says, Tacitus, some traces of departed liber-
ty. Hence Cn. Piso addressed him, " In what 
place, Cesar, says he, will you choose to give your 
opinion ? If first, I shall know what to do. If 

last, 
Manebant etiam turn vestigia morientis libertatis. 
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last, I fear I may unwillingly differ from you." A.R.-166. 
This representation made Tiberius ashamed Ofaft•e.15. 
l)is transport. He grew cool, and suffered Mar-
cellus to be acquitted of high treason. He was 
also accused of extortion. But that was referred 
to the ordinary judges, as usual. 

About this time Tiberiu;did some well-placed Tiberius's 
and truly laudable acts of generosity. Aureliusw,a11.1iudg- 
Pius, a senator, complained to the senate, that 
his house had suffered much from some public 
works that had been done for a road and an aque-
duct, and desired to be indemnified. This the 
pretors, who managed the treasury, opposed ; 
but the emperor relieved bim, and ordered him 
the price of his house. *For he was fond, says 
Tacitus, of being liberal upon honest occasions: 
a virtue which he long retained after he had a-
bandoned all others. Of this we have another 
proof. 

Propertius Celer, once pretor, desiring leave 
to resign the dignity of senator, which was bur-
thensome to him ; Tiberius, who knew that his 
poverty was not occasioned by this bad conduct, 
but derived front his father, presented him with 
a million of sesterces. 

This proved a bait for others to try the same iie s,„ne. 
resource who had not so good a title. M. Alli u  times cou- 

plesi who had formerly been pretor too, but had dis-severI Aty:t  
sipated his substance in debaucheries, petitioned seii•!e7,64- 
the emperor to pay his debts. Tiberius was a:":/;1  

• ware of the consequences, and demanded of Al-
'ins a state of his debts, and a list of his creditors. 
Allius, who was not easily put out of countenance, 
and was very desirous to be made easy at any price, 
did as he was ordered : and Tiherily,  gave him a 

draught 

Erognrnlre per honesta peenniro cupiells : glum Nictu. 
tern ilia retinuit, quum ceteras exueret. 

   
  



76 	HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A•11.-166. draught on his treasurer payable to Allius the 
aft. C. 15. prodigal. 

His reason for mixing this bitterness with the 
benefit was, to prevent his being fatigued by such 
requests, which he thought indecent to grant, 
and hard to refuse. And accordingly many pre-
ferred poverty and silence, to relief with ignomi-
ny. Others, who were hardier, were forced to 
submit to the same conditions as Allius. 

Tacitus and Seneca condemn the severity of 
this conduct of Tiberius. But, would it have 
been more good-natured to have refused ? and 
those who could submit to such infamy deserved 
to undergo it. Tiberius's harsh and savage tem-
per has discredited actions which in a prince of 
a different character would perhaps have been 
considered as a wise mixture of indulgence and 
severity. 

Overflow- An extraordinary overflowing  of the Tiber 
IT, of the made this year great havoc in Rome by destroy- 
!Me 	• n
Project for mg of houses and drowning of men. It was con-Po 
turning 	as a prodigy ; and Asinius Gallus pro- 
rivers that ran  into  it  posed in the senate, to consult thereupon the 

76, Sibylline books. * But Tiberius opposed it 
?9' equally, says Tacitus, smothering all enquiries 

whether into human or divine matters. And he 
judged certainly better than Gallus, and took 
better measures, for he appointed two senators, 
Arruntius and Ateius Capito, commissaries to 
consider of means to prevent the like disaster for 
the future. 

The result of their examination and enquiry 
was a project to turn the rivers and lakes that ran 
into the Tiber. The countries and cities that 
were to be affected by the alteration, some of 
whom were apprehensive of being deprived of 

water, 
* Itenuit Tiberius, perinde divina humanaque obtegens 
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water, and others of being drowned, made vi- A.R.166. 
gorous remonstrances.that aft. C. 15. So 	after much ex- 
amination for and against the project, it was re- 
solved to let things remain as they were. 

A long• time after, another expedient was /Tin. Ep. 
thought of. it appears by a passage of Pliny the Yin.  VI' 
younger, that Trajan, or Nava his predecessor, 
dug a bason to receive the water of the Tiber, 
when it overflowed. But human remedies are 
weak barriers against the laws of nature. The 
Tiber is in a manner a torrent, which must in- 
evitably be subject to sudden increases when the 
Apennine snows begin to thaw. 

Achaia and Macedonia, that were under the Achaia and 
jurisdiction of the people and governed by pro_ paceauths 
consuls, being overburthened, were ordei ed to 
be subjected to the emperor. AVlikli seems tot7

t!""1.  
Ccsa;•6 

prove that Cesar s provinces, as they were called, 80. 	' 
were better treated than those of the people. 
Tiberius accordingly conferred the government 
of Achaia and Macedonia on Poppeus Sabinus, 
continuing him also in that of Mesia. 

Tiberius made a practice of continuing tlfose in Tiberius's 
place he had once put in. And this he did either custom of  
through indolence, to spare himself the trouble oriintt, m

i
u
n
irg 

a new deliberation and choice ; or through 	place he 
deuce. * For the finesse of his views made him Pal once 
difficult and slow to determine. He did not love 
eminent virtue, yet hated vice. From great ge-
iii uses he a pprehended danger to himself, and from 
weak people disgrace to the public. Thus per- 

plexed 

, Snot gill exictimeut, ut eallidum ejus ingenium, itn a11  
xitun judienmi. Neque enim emineutis virtutes inseetabatur, 

rursus vitia oderat : ex optimis perieulum sibi, a pesshnis 
&deals publieurn, xnetheimt. Qua lursitatione postremo 
co provectus est, ut mandaverit quilmsdam provincial quo 
crxli urbe non cr, t pas,  urus. ?',r. Jan. i. 50. 

   
  



7S- 
	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.7e6.plexed and irresolute, he even sometimes com-
aft. 15.mitted foreign governments to those whom he 

never meant to suffer to depart from Rome. 
Drusus's 	Drusus . gave this year, in his own name and 
vices. 	that of his brother Germanicus, the entertain- 

ment of gladiators ; and presided at it. The peo-
ple, who observe accurately all the indications of 
a temper that is one day to govern them, remark-
ed with dread, that the young prince took too 
much pleasure in the cruel spectacle, and too ea-
gerly feasted his eyes with the blood of the 
wretches who mutually butchered one another. 
And he was reproved for it by his father. 

vlon.Lts;i.  Drusus, if we believe Dion, by no means pro-
mised, in case he had come to the empire, to 
make the people happy. This historian makes 
him thoroughly vicious ; cruel, scandalously de-
bauched, intemperate in eating and drinking, 
and choleric to such a degree as to commit 
sometimes all sorts of violences. He would have 
been his father unmasked. But this account 
wants perhaps some limitation, as we shall ob-
serve hereafter. 

Tibrnitis 	Tiberius was not present at the shew exhibited 
leavei or by his son. People had so bad an opinion of hint 
going to 
the games that there were those, who thought the reason of 
nnd sPecta• his absence was to give Drusus an opportunity of 
Tam 

	

	Sheaving what he was to the people, and of ac- 
quiring thereby their hatred. But however dis-
posed Tacitus is to judge unfavourably of Tibe-
rius, he rejects this suspicion as destitute of pro-
bability. He rather thinks that his gloomy tem-
pl.r made him shun great assemblies. He at first 
put a force on himself by appearing there, after 
Augustus's example. But nothing was more op-
posite than his dry disdainful manner, and the 

IVRt•I 

ail-able popular air of his predecessor. This hr 
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was aware of, and therefore avoided a disadvan- A.R.166. 
tageous comparison. 	 aft. C.15.  

And tliis was his motive, for he will never bePthasse RIVf  
suspected to have absented himself through hu_lans for 

pn
ontosi se- 

was 
from those bloody entertainments ; norn,ikine 

was it zeal for purity of manners which hinder- ditiom 
ed him from favouring, a§ Augustus did, theitonttti°n  
licentious theatre. This licentiousness was atsubject. 
this time carried to great excess by the * Panto- 
mimes, whose marvellous but corruptive art in- 
toxicated the Romans. This art, produced in 
the preceding reign, brought into vogue by Me- 
colas, and patronized by Augustus through lik- 
ing and policy, was in such favour, that the 
schools of the inventers, Pylades and Bathyllus, 
kept'up for several ages an uninterrupted succes- 
sion of masters and disciples. The love of the 
Romans for these speaking gestures and dumb 
language was carried, as I have said, to intoxi- 
cation

. 
 and madness'. They espoused the quar- 

rels of these players ; they put themselves into 
passions about the preference of one to another ; 
they divided into contrary factions, and even 
raised such seditions at these spectacles, that the 
government was forced to interfere. 

The preceding year a disturbance of this sort Toc. L L. 
happened at the Augustal games. But Tiberius 
took no notice of it ; not daring yet to treat the 
people severely, as they had been tenderly used 
by Augustus. This impunity occasioned ano-77. 
Cher disorder this year that was more violent than 
the other. There was even blood spilt. Not 
only some of the populace were killed; but in 

the 
The reader may find many curious particulars about 

these Pantomimes in the Reflexions sur la Pcinture & la 
l'eintnre & la Poesie du Abbe llubos, 	16. 
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A.R.766.the endeavour of the troops that guarded tht 
aft.C. 15. theatre to hinder the tumult, and second the 

magistrates whoM the multitude hallooed and 
outraged, a centurion and several soldiers lost 
their lives, and a tribune of a pretorian cohort 
was wounded. 

This riot was canvassed in the senate ; and 
some were for impowering the prctors to whip-the 
players, as had been formerly done. Haterius 
Agrippa, tribune of the people, opposed it ; and 
was sharply reprimanded by Asinius Gallus. 
Tiberius, who was present, kept a profound si-
lence ; allowing the senate, says Tacitus, these 
empty appearances of liberty. The tribune's 
opposition however prevailed, because it was 
conformable to Augustus's ordinances, which 
had in many things restrained the power of the 
magistrates over the players. And Augustus's 
will was a law to Tiberius, who affected to res-
pect his lightest words. 

A regulation therefore was only made ; and 
it chews how far the abuses of this kind were 
carried. By it the wages of the players were 
limited, which the madness of the times had 
made excessive. The senators were forbid go-
ing into the schools of pantomimes, and the 
knights attending them abroad ; they were not 
to play in private houses ; and lastly, the pre-
tors had a power given them over the specta-
tors, which was refused them over the players, 
and were allowed to punish by banishment such 
or the :1 udience as should make a disturbance 
during the performance. 

Apg-w,to,N Tiberius had not hurried himself about pay-
t' peo

t
loo inf.,. Augustus's legacy of three hundred sesterces 

p  
Rm dischanrcd to each _oan citizen. A pleasant fellow ima- 

At • glued an expedient to hasten him, m inch cost 
'Att.  IIV 

ib r11113. 	 hi in 
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him dear. Seeing.  a corpse cross the forum, he A.R.166. 
went up toi.t,and whispered something in it's ear aft. C. 15. 
and, when many asked him what he had said toi'vlefl'ecol% 
the dead body, he answered, that he had commis- Pleasant 
sinned him to acquaint Augustus, that the Roise..,1° 'f ib. 
mans were not yet paid the money bequeathed 57. 
them by his will. Tiberius did not approve of 
this joke ; and ordered the wit to be brought be-
fore him, to whom he paid his three hundred 
sesterces, and then sent him to execution ; desir-
ing him, to deliver with his own mouth his mes-
sage to Augustus. This was revenging cruelly, 
a pleasantry which deserved only a light punish-
ment. And Tiberius acknowledged the fellow 
not to be altogether in the wrong, by paying 
soon after what he owed the people. 

But he paid no regard to the complaints of The hun-
the people about the tax of the hundredth dena- drn air'? 

th 
 cdoel;- 

rius, which was laid on every thing that was sold. tinued. 
On the contrary, he published a declaration, in loliFtvirit.„'nn 
which he affirmed, that this tax was necessary tO dulgences 
make the fund for the expences of wars that was eArttet. 
established by Augustus. He also laid hold of a_t_ous in 
this opportunity, to abolish the indulgence 00-7'.7113,1": 
veterancy at sixteen years, which had been ex-
torted by the seditious in Germany and Panno-
nia. ; and he restored the ordinances that' made 
twenty years service the condition of that privi-
lege ; protesting, that otherwise the state could 
not support the expellee of the armies it kept on 
foot. It is not said, that the legions murmured 
at having that revoked, which they had acquir-
ed by such fury. Their transport was over ; 
and those in Germany in particular, did not the 
less do their duty against the enemy ; as I am 
going to relate. 

A triumph 
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Alt.i6G. A triumph had been decreed Germanicus, 
aft•c• 15.  though the war was far .from finished; but he 
German war.  Ger. was willing to merit it ; and knowing that there 
manicus's was a difference between Arminius and Seo•es- 
expedition 
agams • t the tCS, two chiefs of the Cherusci, he hastened to 
Cattans. make use of the opportunity, by making early "Nn.i.in the spring a sudden irruption into Germany. 

We have said, that Segestes had given Varus 
advice of the designs and plot of Arminius, 
though he was not credited. After the disaster of 
that unfortunate general; and of his three legions, 
Segestes was carried away by the unanimous 
revolt of his whole nation against the.  Romans. 
But he was never reconciled to Arminius : on 
the contrary, * their hatred had been heighten-
ed, by the injury Arminius (lid him, by carrying 
away and marrying his daughter against his con-
sent when betrothed to another. Become there-
fore more implacable enemies, since they stood 
in the relation of father and son-in-law, that. 
which is usually a bond of friendship, stimulat-
ed afresh the resentment of two men who could 
net endure one another. 

While•this dissension divided and weakened 
the forces of the Cherusci, Germanicus enter-
ed the territories of the Catti, their allies, with 
four legions and numerous auxiliaries. The 
Catti expected nothing less than this invasion : 
so that all who were defenceless through sex or 
age, were taken or killed. Their youth swam 
over the Adrana, now the Eder, and attempted 
to hinder the Romans from passing it. But their 
effortti were vain ; and they obliged to surrender 

or 
* Anctis privatim odiis, quad Arminius filiam ejus alli 

pactam rapucrat, gener invisus inimiei soceri : quteque 
aped concordes vincula caritatis, ineitamenta irarum alma( 
inrencos, erant. 
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or disperse. Germanicus, now master of the A.R.166.. 
country, ravaged it ; and burnt* Mattium, the aft•C• 15- 
capital : without any opposition. For to keep; Utinot 
the neighbouring nations quiet, he had sent marpou f. 
among them four legions under the command of 
Cecina. 

This expedition over, 'he returned towards Segestes 
the Rhine ; and his march was not disturbed by by' 
the enemy, who were terrified, nor by the difli-colnary.a. 

 
culty of the ways, about which he had taken pro-ZiTervd  
per precautions. For though he set out in a dry by 9cl-- 
season, he did not trust to it, as it is rare in the' 
German climate ; but being apprehensive of the 
ra' in and waters in his return, he left behind him 
L. Apronius with some troops, who was to take 
all possible care to make the roads practicable 
and convenient. 

While *he was on his march, deputieS arrived 
from Segestes, imploring his assistance against 
Arminius's faction, who held him besieged, and 
in great streights. He, it seems, had angered 
his countrymen by dissuading war ; whereas Ar-
minius, who was fierce and enterprising, and ever 
talking of preserving liberty, and repulsing sla-
very, was greatly liked by these barbarians. A-
mong Scgestcs's deputies, was his son Segimun-
dus, who had not without some fear, put him-
self once more into the power of the Romans, 
whom he had greatly offended at the time of the 
defectionl  of the Germans; and the disaster of 
Varus. For having been created priest of the 
altar consecrated to Augustus by the Ubians, he 
had torn his sacerdotal robes, and joined the re-
bels. Germanicus, however, received him gra-
ciously, and sent him with an escort over the 
*Rhine. He granted Segcstes's suit, and made 
no difficulty of going back again tohis assistance 

attaQked VOL. IL 
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A.11.766. aftaeked his besiegers, and forced them to raise,: 
aft. C. 	the siege.  

SegeAes came out,of the place with a great 
number of his relations and dependants, who 
had followed him. There were also with him 
some illustrious women, and among these his 
daughter *, Arminius's wife ±, who was big with 
child, and more conformable in her sentiments 
to her husband than her father. She, when she 
appeared before Germanicus, disdained to shed 
tears or use submissive enteaties, but, keeping a 
profound silence,, kept her arms across her 
breast, and her eyes fixt on her pregnant womb. 
Segcstcs at the head of this company, of supe-
rior stature, and with the confidence of an old 
and faithful ally, expressed himself in these words. 

" 	This is not the first day of my proving an 
ins iolable attachment to the lionian people. 
From the moment I was presented by the deified 
Augustus with the freedom of the city, I have 
had no friends or enemies but your's. Not that 
I disown or hate my country, (for traitors arc 
odious even to those they serve) but that the in-
terest of Rome and Germany seem to me the 
same, and that I prefer peace to war. From 
these motives 'accused before Varus the ravisher 

of 
4' The name of Arminius's wifif was if there is no mistake 

in the hal eof Sind)°, 1. vii. Thusnelda. 
Inerant remime nobiles, inter quas uxor Arminii, ea-

demque filia Seg,estis, Ionia magis quam patri* animo, ne-
que vista in lacrymas, neque voce supplex, compressis intra 
sinum manibus gravidum uterum intueus. Tile. i. 57. 

Non hie naihi primus erga populum 1101m /um fidei et 
constanthe die.. Ex quo a divo Augusto eivitnte donates 
sum, alnico; inimicosque ex vestris utflitatibus diligi : neque 
odio patria,, (quippe proditores etiam its plus autcponunt 
invisi suet) verum quia Romanis Germanisque idem cumin-
(Tie, et pacem gluon !odium 
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of my daughter, and the treaty-breaker ; and A.R.16G. 
finding.  that indolent general was going to ruin aft. C.15. 
himself by his delays, I pressed him to arrest us 
all, Arminius, his accomplices, and myself first. 
Witness this, thou fatal night, the last of Varus 
Why was it not my last too? The conduct which 
the circumstances of affairs have obliged me to 
pursue since, is more to be lamented than justi-
fied. Yet have I cast Arminius into irons, and 
have myself wore the chains of his faction ; and 

-as soon as ever it was in my power to dispose of 
myself, I preferred my old engagements to my 
new ones, and tranquillity to combastions. Nor 
is it a view to my own interest that makes me re-
turn to you ; but a desire to wipe off the stain 
of perfidy, and to reserve myself a mediator, if 
peradventure the Germans choose rather to re-
pent than to be destroyed. As to my son, I beg 
you would forgive his youth and imprudence. 
As to * my daughter, whom I confess I brought 
here against her inclinations ; it lies in your breast • 
to determine under which character you will con-
sider her, whether as. the wife of Arminius or 
the daughter of Segestes," The answer of Ger-
nianicus was gracious ; he promised his protec-
tion to Segestes, his children, and kindred ; and 
to procure him an establishment in citerior Ger-
many. lie then returned with his army ; and 
with Tiberius's consent, meet\ ed the title of Im-
peratOr. Arminius's wife was delivered of a 
son, whose singular adventures were related by 
Tacitus in those books of his annals that are 
lost. 

C) 
	

The 
Filiam necessitate lute adductam fitteor. Tuum erit 

consultare ntrum pravaleat, quod ex Arnxiniu concepit, an 
quod ex me genita 
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A.R.766. The kind reception of Segestes by Germani- 
aft•C•15. cus affected the Germans with grief or joy, ac- 
Arminius 
makes the cording as they were inclined or averse to war. 
Cherusci But Arminius, enraged at the affront done him 
and neigh- • 	I bowing  in the person of his wife, ran like a madman 
nations about the country of the Cherusci, encourag-
take up ing them to take up arms against Segestes and 

Germanicus. Nor was he sparing of invectives. 
" * A good father this, he cried, a mighty ge-
neral, an invincible army ! so many troops have 
made one woman prisoner. Such are not my 
exploits ; before me thee legions fell, and three 
lieutenant-generals. For it is not by treason 
that I war, nor against pregnant women ; but 
openly, and against armed men. Still are to be 
seen in our forests the Roman colours hanging 
devoted to our gods. Let Segestes live in an 
enslaved province ; let him recover for his son an 
ignominious priesthood : the Germans will never 
forgive him for having been the cause of their 
seeing between the Elbe and the Rhine, the Ro-
man fasces and toga. To other nations who 
know not the Roman domination, executions 
and tribute are also unknown. Evils, from which 
we have delivered ourselves by cur courage ; in 
spite of their deified Augustus, and of Tiberius 
his chosen successor. Shall we now be awed by 
a rash, inexperienced boy, at the head of a mu-
tinous army ? f  No, if you love your country, 

your 
• Egregium patrem ! magnum Imperatorem! fortem ex-

ercitttm ! quorum tot manus unam mulierculam avexerint. 
Sibi tres legiones, totidcm legatos procubuisse. Non enim 
se proditione, neque ad versus firminas gravidas, sed palam 
adversus armatos, bellum tractare. 

t Si patriam, parentes, antiqua mallent, quam dominos 
et colonies novas, Arminium potius glorize ac libertatio, 
quam Sege$tem fiagitiosw servitutis, Ducem sequerentur. 
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your kindred, your ancient rights, better than A.R.166. 
haughty tyrants, and new colonies ; follow Ar-aft.C,15. 
minius, who will lead you to liberty and glory, 
rather than Segestes, who points out the way to 
infamous slavery." These warm exhortations 
mimed not only the Che,rusei, but also the 
neighbouring nations : and Inguiomerus, 
nius's uncle, a man well known to, and much 
esteemed by, the Romans, followed the steps of 
his nephew. 

Germanicus did not think proper to give the Germani- 
league that was forming time to assemble their:; ir 
forces. He therefore dispatched Cecina with hisgainst 
four legions across the country of the Bructeri, 
to the river Amisia. And Pedo led the cavalry 
by the confines of the Frisians. He himself em- 
barked the rest of his forces on the Rhine and 
the * Issel, and went over the lake since named 
the Zuiderzee. The general rendezvous was at 
the mouth of the Amisia ; where the fleet, the 
cavalry, and Ceeina's legions joined. The Chau- 
cians furnished succours to the Romans. But 
the Bructeri wasted their country to try to 
starve Germanieus's army. A detachment sent 
by this general under Stertinius routed them ; 
and found amongst the booty a Roman eagle, 
which had been lost at Varus's overthrow. The 
Romans then marched after Arminius, and hav- 
ing wasted all the country between the Amisia 
and the Luppia, they came near the fatal place 
where the slaughtered legions of Varus had re- 
mained six years unburied. 

Germanicus, who was humane, and loved po-He pays 
pularity +, had a mind to pay the last offices tog' l'"1".  ties to the 

the remains of 
Varus and 

• See what. is said in the second book about Drusus's canal. his legions 
t Cupido Cresarem invadit solvendi suprems 
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'A. 11. 766. the deplorable remains of those' brave. soldievs, . 
aft. C.15. and of their unhappy commander ; and all who 

were with him, were like him affected with ten- 
derness by the fate of their friends and relations, 
and by the consideration of the casualties of war, 
and of the sad lot of humanity. Cccina, by the 
general's order, went before, to reconnoitre the 
woods and defiles, for fear of an anibuscade ; 
and also to lay bridges over the pools, and cause-
ways, on the morasses. These precautions took, 
the army advanced to a spectacle hideous in it-
self, and infinitely afflicting by the ideas it re-
called. Dry, bleached bones, covered the ground; 
separate, or in heaps, according as the slain--had 
dispersed by flight, or fought united ; broken 
weapons were scattered about, skeletons of hor-
ses, the instruments of the tortures inflicted on 
the captives, the savage altars oil which the tri- 
bunes, and principal centurions were immolat-
ed. Those who had happily survived the slaugh-
ter, pointed out to their comrades, the places 
remarkable for the principal circumstances of 
that tragedy. The death of the lieutenant-ge-
nerals, and the loss of the eagles. 

" Here Varus was wounded ; there desperate, 
and without resource, he stabbed himself with his 
own sword ; that hillock, covered with turf, is the 
tribunal whence Arminius harangued the vic- 
tors." They related too many acts of his cru-
elty and insolence, and recalled with something 
like satisl'aetion, objects that had formerly af-
fected them with the greatest grief. * The du- 

ties 
eique; permoto ad miserationem orrmi qni aderat exercitu 
oh propinquog, amicos, denique oh casus bellorum, et sor-
tem hommum. 

florna»us qui aderat exereitus, sextum post cladis (MUM, 
triune legjontun ossa, nullonoscente alknas reliquitts an suo- 
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ties of that piety which had brought ill,: Iluman A.n.166. 
army into these melancholy place-;, \NCR! \C-alt• C. 15* 
cuted with zeal. Nobody knew, whether it was 
to relations, or strangers, that he performed 
them : but .considering as friends and relation:;, 
all for whom a common calamity equally inter-
ested them, they buried the bones in one heap ; 
divided by grief for their countr) men, and in-
dignation against the enemy ; at once, shedding 
tears and threatening vengeance. This pile was 
covered with earth, on which Germanicus laid 
the first sod, discharging his duty to the dead, 
and setting an example .to the living. 

For this Tiberius blamed him ; either ill con-  tTots i iusitiu sequence of that malice, which inclined him to cur it. 
give a bad turn to all Germanicus's actions, or 
because he really thought that the sight of the 
unburied slain, might have a bad effect on the 
minds of the soldiers, and make them afraid of 
the enemy. The Roman superstition, too, might 
induce him to judge it unbecoming a general, 
vested with the sacred dignity of an augur, to 
assist at the mournful ceremonial of an inter- 
ment. 

Meanwhile Geri-milieus was,  in pursuit_ of an ,Ncti('" 
enemy, whom it was almost as dillieult to lindo='e  
as to conquer. He at last came up with him ;and cer- 
hut in the only action between the Romans and 1,',.'i„),T.,';„ 
Germans, Arminius making use of hi., 1M:feat-Ile 111"1"' 
knowledge of the country, and the advantage 	 ' . 

the woods and morasses it abounded w ith, 
ed an ambuscade, which succeeded so well, that 
he worsted and put to flight Germanicus's ca \ I-
YY, and the cohort', sent to support it. Put.tbe 
legions put a stop to his victory ; though all 

that 
rum humo tegeret, onmes ut pilaus ut eunsanguin eoc, 
valeta in lioAein 	simul et iniensi, eondehuu. 
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• 
A. R.766. that the Roman bravery could do, and the skill 
aft. C.15. of the commander was, only to separate with 

equal advantage. 
Return of The season was now advanced ; and Germa- 
the Roman  nicus was obliged to think of a retreat, which army. 

was.an affair of more labour and hazard than the 
rest of the campaign. When he came to the riv-
er Amisia, he divided his army into three corps, 
according to his plan, when he set out on this ex-
pedition. He himself undertook to bring back 
by sea the four legions, he brought that way. 
Cecina with the four other legions, was to go 
through the heart of the country ; and the ca-
valry was to coast the ocean as far as the 
*Rhine. This third division was the only one 
that met with no misfortune. 

Yeur le. 	Cecina, made all the haste he could to gain a 
dons 	causeway, called then the Long-brigges, a work der the 
conduct of of L. Domitius, that traversed a marshy coun- 
Cecina are try, and known now by the name of the Ponds in great 
danger, of Bourtang. But, 'impeded by the baggage, he 
but extri- made no great dispatch ; and Arininius, crossing cafe them- 
selves by • the country with light troops, prevented him ; 
their val- and posted himself in the mountains and forests ear. about the causeway. 

This causeway was decayed in many places : 
and while Cecina employed part of his troops in 
repairing it, 'the Cherusci fell on him, and, 
bad greatly the advantage of the Romans who 
were in danger of being destroyed if the ap- 
proaching night had not luckily obliged the vic-
tors to retire. 

The success of the Germans increased their ar-
dour. They employed the night in turning in- 

to 
* We must understand here, that branch of the Rhine 

which ran into the sea by the mouth called Flevurn. 
fhe.above-c.itcd place of the second hook. 
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to the works of the Romans, the waters, springs, A.R.-166. 
and rivulets, of the neighbouring mountains. aft- C. 15-
All the plains were thereby flooded ; and Cecina 
compelled to abandon the reparation of the 
causeway. 

Cecina was an old warrior, who had served 
forty years ; and * being inured to the prosper-
ous and disastrous vicissitudes of war ; was un-
daunted. Between the mountains and the marsh-
es there stretched a plain, large enough to con-
tain an army on a small front. Cecina resolved 
to send forward by this passage the wounded, 
and the heavy baggage, while, with his best 
troops he restrained the enemy to the woods, by 
a spirited engagement. This plan was well form-
ed by the commander, but ill executed by the 
troop3. Two legions quitted their post, and ran 
into the plain beyond the bogs. Arminius, 
watched the Romans motions, and instead of 
acting with the usual precipitation of a barba-
rian, he stayed till the difficulty of the place, 
and the confusion of a dangerous march had dis-
ordered them. -1- When he gaw the baggage-wag-
gons set fast in the mire, the soldiers in disorder 
about them, the colours moving in confusion, 
and every one (as happens in such cases) taking 
care of himself, and deaf to his officers orders, 
he gave the signal of battle, crying out, " Be-
hold again Varus, and his legions, subdued by 
the same fate." At the same time he began the 
attack; recommending, particularly to his troops, 

to 
* Secundarum adversarumque rerum sciens, coque inter• 

ritus. Too. i. 64. 
f Ct hmserc cceno, fossisque, impedimenta, turbati cir-

cmn milites, incertus signorum ordo, utque tali in tempore, 
*ibi (piscine properat, et lente adversum imperia wires, ir-
rumpere Germanos jubet, clamitans, En Varna, et codent 
iterum fato vict lrgiene9. 
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.A.R.766. to strike the enemies horses. They obeyed him, 
aft. C.15. and the horses of the Romans, who had before 

difficulty enough to keep on their legs in such 
slippely ,ways, wild with their wounds, fly about, 
and throw their riders, and run away, tumbling 
down all they meet, and trampling on such as 
were on the ground. The disorder becomes 
terrible ; and, to complete the misfortune, Ceci-
na's horse being killed under him, he fell ; and 
had been taken, if the greediness of the barba-
rians after the booty, bad not carried them else-
where, and hindered their victory from being de-
cisive. The courage of the legions was revived 
by the danger of their commander ; and, re-
doubling their efforts, they at last, towards night, 
gained an open, solid spot, where they could en-
camp. 

e But in losing a great part of their baggage, 
they had also lost their instruments for digging, 
and carrying earth, and cutting turf *; no tents 
they had ; no remedies for the wounded ; and 
their food defiled with mire and blood, disgusted 
them ; while the dismayed soldier looked on this 
horrid night as his last. In such a consternation, 
the minutest accident is capable of producing 
the most terrible effects. An horse that had 
broke his halter, as he strayed about, took fright 
at the noise made after him, and running full 
speed, threw down some people in his way. 
This was enough to occasion a rumour through-
out the army, that the Germans had forced the 
camp. The consternation becomes general, 
every body runs to the gates to save himself, 

and 

* Non tentoria manipulis, non fomenta satteiis : infector 
t fen() ant cruore cibos dividentes, fttnestas tenebras, et tot 
jam ntillibus union reliquum diem, lamentabantur. 
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and particu!arly to that which was farthest from 
the enemy.. Cecina, though certain it was no- aft. L-15" 
thing but a panic, tried in vain, every method 
to stop the soldiers ; nor entreaties, nor mena-

.ces, nor force avail. At last he dung himself 
across the gate. The soldit,:rs, :Who could not 
get out without trampling on their commander, 
stopped ; and quiet being by degrees,  restored, 
the truth was know n. 

Cecina then assembled, and represented .to 
them, " That there was no resource left but that 
of their valour, tempered with prudence. That 
they must therefore keep within their intrenc•h-
nwuts, till the enemy came close up, in hopes to 
storm them.' That then they should make a 
general sally, break through the enemy, and get 
to the Rhine." Having added to this, every 
motive of encouragement that the circumstances 
afforded, as in the late battle they had lost ma-
ny horses, he distributed first his own, and then 
the horses of the chief officers, among the bra-
vest soldiers, w ithout any other• consideration 
than that of merit. And thus strengthened his 
cavalry, who were to begin the charge, and to 
be supported by the infantry. 

Cecina's good conduct perfectly succeeded ; 
.1mt it was by no fault of Arminius, who was for 
letting the Romans go out of their camp, and 
re-attacking them amidst the pools and bogs. 
BLit Inguiomerus, his uncle, gave bolder advice, 
and more conformable to the taste of the barba-
rians. " Let us, says he, attack the 'Romans in 
their camp ; whit h we shall easily force. We 
shall thereby make more prisoners, and richer 
booty, because it will be all together, and unhurt." 
This xva,, the counsel that was followed. As soon 
is it was li. ht, the C:•rmans came and filled up 

the 
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A-R.766. the fosse of the Roman camp, or passed it on. 
aft. C.  hurdles ; and endeavoured to get on the ram-

parts, on which they saw but few soldiers, and 
those seemingly terrified. But on a sudden the 
trumpets sound ; and the Romans sally out on 
them, telling them insultingly, that they had 
now no woods, nor bogs to assist them, and that 
all was equal between them, but valour and mi-
litary skill. The Germans, finding themselves 
so briskly attacked, contrary to their expectation, 
are presently disconcerted, and repulsed. *Fierce 
and insolent in prosperity, destitute of conduct 
in distress, they fall in great numbers. Their 
leaders, seeing all was lost, quit the combat, 
Inguiomerus much wounded, and Arminius un-
hurt. The multitude were cut in pieces, and 
the slaughter continued till night. f The legions. 
then returned ; in the same want of provisions, 
and with more wounds ; but they found vigour, 
health, and abundance, in their victory. 

False ru- 	In the meantime the news of the danger 
mour of the these legions were in, had reached the Roman entire de- 
featofthese Willter-qUarthrS ; and, as fame always exagge- 
kgions. rates, they were reported to lie routed and exter- Thought3  
of breaking mutated ; and the victorious Germans were said 
the Midge  to he in march to make an irruption into Gaul. en the 
Rhine. The cautious ones were immediately for demo- 
AgriPPint fishing the t bridge on the Rhine ; but Agrippi-prevents it. na opposed it. This courageous princess pd- 

formed on this occasion the duty of a general ; 
and when the legions returned, distributed among 

the 
* Ut rebus secundis avidi, ita adversis incauti. 
f Nocte demum reverse legiones, quantvis plus vulne-

rum, eadem ciborum egestas fatigaret, vim, sanitatem, co-
pias, cuncta in victoria habuere. 

Bucherius and Ryckius think, this bride was at the 
place then called Vetera, and now Santen, in the duckiofCleves. 

   
  



Boox 	 TIBERIUS. 

the soldiers cloaths, and medicines. Pliny, who A.R.-i66. 
bad wrote an history of the German wars, said,aft. C-15. 
aecording.to  Tacitus, that she received the re- 
turning legions at the head of the bridge, gave 
them thanks for their behaviour, and loaded 
them with encomiums. 

This conduct of Agrippina made a deep im- Tiberius 
pression on the mind of Tiberius. He thought, tkeseuatla" 
" That this officiousness of her's could not be Zippina. 
without design ; and that it was not against fo-
reigners that she laboured to engage the army. 
That the generals had nothing now to do when 
a woman reviewed the companies, attended the 
cutup, and distributed largesses ; as if she was 
afraid she had not before manifested her ambi-
tious views sufficiently, by making Germanicus's 
son wear the uniformof a private soldier, and 
giving him the title of Caligula Cesar. That A-
grippina was in greater credit with the army than 
the emperor's representatives, and had appeased 
'a sedition, that the name of the emperor could 
not." Sejanus * inflamed these odious jealousies, 
well knowing Tiberius's temper, and scattered 
from far those seeds of hatred, which, hid in his 
heart, bad time to grow, and produced, when 
they appeared, the most terrible effects. 

Germanicus did not at first embark his four Two IN 
legions on the fleet. As he knew that in that gions um-
latitude the sea abounds in shallows and ebbs ; (c

i
o
e
n
rze

t of  
he 	thougbt it best to lighten his ships : and P. Vitellitm 
therefore delivered two legions to P. Vitellius 
lead by land. 

Vitellius, setting out from the banks of thee`'irg drown- 
Amisia, coasted the sea-shore ; and had at first 

an 

* Accendebat hoc onerabatque Sejanus, peritia rnorum 
Tiberii, culla in longum jaaiens, glue reconderet, auctaque 
twilluaret. 
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easy march ; for the ground was dry, or MO • 
aft. C. 15. dcrittc!)- overflowed. But soon the high tides 

of the equinox, assisted by a violent north-wind, 
laid the coast in such a manner under -water, 
that the two legions were in the utmost danger 
of being drowned. 	All was covered with wa- 
ter ; the sea, the shore, the fields, had the same 
face. There was no such thing as distinguishing 
the inequalities of the soil the army marched on ; 
eminences and hollows, firm and boggy ground, 
all were confounded. The soldiers were thrown 
down, or swallowed up by the waves ; and hor-
ses, baggage, and dead bodies, struck against, 
or separated them. The companies were disor-
dered and mixed, none being able to keep their 
ranks in water-up to their chin ; and sometimes 
the ground failing them, they fell, some never 
to rise again. Their mutual exhortations and 
encouragements, availed nothing against the in-
exorable clement. No difference there was be-
tween the coward and the brave, the wise and 
the foolish, between circumspection and chance ; 
but all were equally involved in the invincible 
violence of the inundation. At last,, however, 
the legions tell on an eminence, that proved an 
as1 him to them. 

Thus, -they passed a terrible night, with-
out 

* Opplebantur terra : eadem freto, littori, c.nnpis, titcies 
ileque diseerni poterant iiicerta al) Kolidis, brevia a profn-
dis. Sternuntur fluetibus, bauriuntur gurgitibus : jumenta, 
sardine, Corpora exanirna, interfitiont, ()emirs:int : permis-
oe utur inter tie manipuli, mudo pectore, 111(1(1(1 ore tenus cx-
tintte, align:m(10 i•ttbstracto solo (lisjecti aut obruti: non 
cu\ et 'main hortatus jllvabant, ZIAVCIrSallte unda. 
itrentius ab ignavo, sapiens ab 111(11'. nihil concilia a casu, 
dilFerre : emu to 11.' 11 iulentia in'. 	 'far, i. 70. 

• 'I he is I is, sapicos a iindenti, 	pifpatile foal. 411 
• ki LiJ• 
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out provisions and fire; most of them naked, Alt166. 
wet, or bruised *; and more miserable than men att.-C.15. 
inclosed by an enemy, for even to such remained 
the consolation of an honourable death; but here, 
certain, inglorious, destruction was before them. 
Such were their thoughts. When with returning 
light the land returned, find delivered them. 
They afterwards marched to a river then named 
t Usingis, now called the I Hunnese, whither: A river 
Germanieus was gone with the fleet. There they  that gees'  
embarked, and had a good passage. But the re-1,°„.„7-  
port of their entire ruin was not discredited, till 
they silenced it themselves by their arrival. 

Germanicus's whole army had, as we see, 
greatly suffered in the retreat. Gaul, Spain, 
and Italy, strove with emulation to recruit it 
with all necessaries, as arms, horses, and money. 
But Gemianicus would only accept of the horses 
and arms ; and with his own money relieved the Genn„li_ 
soldiers. And to add goodness to munificence, cues um. 
he visited the sick, interested himself in their1=1„.  
cure, praised the exploits of particulars ; and by 
the hopes of better success for the future, .and 
the glory of what was past, comforted the sol- 
diers, and confirmed their devotion to him. 

Three of his lieutenant-generals, Cecina, A- 
prouius, 

* I laud minus miserabiles quam quos hostis cireurnsidit, 
Quippe illis etiam honestoe mortis usus ; his inglorium ex- 

t I  have again corrected the text of Tacitus. It was 
thu9, pructiYaumque ad anment Visurgim. The reser was fur 
off, and the rout of the Romans actually carried thou front 
it. Lipsius was aware of the fault, and substituted lidrum, 
which he supposes the red,/ : this has also its difficulties; 
and is not fully satisfactory if admitted. illy correction is 
liaopted Crean (.*ellaritts, who cites )lcuso 

nt. 1.  ii. 
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A.R.766. pronius, and Shins, had the triumphal orna- 
aft. .15.  meats decreed them. 

Segimerus, and his son Sesithacus, the bro- 
cemus

.  
into ther and nephew of Segestes, followed his ex-

favour Se- ample, and threw themselves into the arms of the 
gimerus 
no his Sop. the Romans. Germanicus, who found them in 
Sirubth L  the city of the Ubians, where Stertinius had 
vii. 

conveniences he had hitherto struggled with. 
" He observed, that the Germans were ever beat 
on fair ground ; that the advantages they obtain-
ed, were owing to their mountains and forests ; 
and above all, to their short summers and early 
winters, which . prevented their being closely 
pushed. That he lost more men by fatiguing 
marches, than by the chance of war ; that every 
year, he was obliged to renew the equipages ; 
that Gaul could not replace the horses he lost ; 
that a long file of baggage was easily surprised, 
and very embarrassing ; whereas, if he entered 
the enemy's country by sea, which they would 
not think of disputing, the campaign would be 
earlier, the legions and provisions carried toge-
ther, and the cavalry undergo no fatigue, but, 
by ascending the rivers, would be in an instant, 
in the heart of the hostile territories.". Germa-
nicus therefore fixed on this method ; and em-
ployed'himself in the construction of a fleet in 
the winter; durin gwhich, the consuls, Taurus, 
and Libo, entered on their office at Rome. 

T. STA. 

brought them, received the father into favour 
readily, the son with some difficulty, because he 
was accused of having insulted Varus's corpse. 

He takes a Thus ended this campaign ; to the Romans 
resolution more glorious than decisive. Germanicus re- 
to transport fleeted much on the means of remedying the hi-atl Lis 
troops in-
to Germa-
ny by sea, 
j•(e. Ann. 

5. 
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T. STATILIUS SISENNA TAURUS. 	 A.R.'167. 
L. SCItIBONIUS LIBO. 	 aft. C 16. 

A thousand vessels were thought sufficient ;A fleet of 
a
r 

 and they were made of different forms, some be- lousaad 
ing short, sharp at both ends, and wide in the 
middle ; others having flat bottoms that they 
aught bear to run a-ground : and most of them 
having helms at each end, that by only turning 
the oars they might work either way. These dif- 
ferent constructions appear to have been taken 
from the practice of the Germans themseives. 
There were of these ships two that were arched 
over, for carrying the engines of war, the horses, 
and stores ; and these used both oars and sails. 
A formidable armament in itself, and rendered 
more terrible by the ardour and boldness of the 
soldiers. The isle of Batavia was appointed the 
general rendezvous of the fleet on account of its 
easy access. 

While it was assembling, Germanicus had in-A short 
telligcncc, that the fort upon the river Luppiat7,1Z11" 
was besieged by the Get mans. He halted there Luppia. 
with six legions, and raised the siege. He re- 
stored the altar of his father Drusus, which the 
barbarians bad demolished. They had also de- 
stroyed the tomb raised the last year over Varus's 
legions. But Germanicus did not think proper 
to expose himself again, by renewing it, to the 
complaints and censure of Tiberius. 

When he returned he found every thing ready pobarka• 

for the embarkation. He sent forward the prove- course of 
mons, assigned ships to the legions and allies, and ttte ifieettft°  
embarked on the canal of Drusus ; *invoking ofeor 
father to be assistant to him in an enterprizeAmisia,  
wherein he was following his steps. He sailed 
clown the Issel joined to the Rhine, crossed the 

Lake 
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A.R.767. lake Fleous, and entered the ocean by the eastern 
aft. C. 16. mouth of the river. Thence he got safely to the 

fort of Amisia, where he debarked his army on 
the left side. In this Tacitus accuses him of a 
mistake, . because if he had gone higher up the 
river Amisia, and debarked on the right side, he 
bad saved the time and trouble of making brid-
ges over the marshes that the ncighboui ing sea 
made in the low country he passed through. 

Conversa- Germanicus advanced as far as the Vcser, where 
ti°11  be-  he camped, over-against the army of the Chel'US— tween Ar- 
minius and cans that was on the other side. Arminius, their 
his brother 

gI  
ne -al had a brother in the Roman service, Flaying,  

who served who was a brave man, and faithful to those he. 
in the lto. had sided with ; of which he carried on his face man ar- 
my. 	the marks, having lost an eye in an engagement 

with his countrymen under the command of Ti-
berius. He was named Flavius. At this time Ar-
minius had a mind to have some discourse with 
him, and called him with a loud voice. Flavius, 
with his general's permission, appeared ; and 
they entered into'conversation, with the river be-
tween them. Arminius observing that his brother 
had lost an eye, asked him how that accident 
had happened ; and being told when, where, and 
on what occasion, demanded how he had been 
recompensed. Flavius replied, " By a chain, a 
" crown, and an encrease of pay f." The fierce 
German heard him with an insulting smile ; let-
ting him know that he thought this was selling 
his liberty at a vile price. 

They continued the discourse by mutually so-
liciting one another to change sides. Flavius 
boasted of the Roman grandeur, and the power 
of the Cesars. Ild6et before his brother the rigour 

of 
Irpidcnte Arminio villa gerritii pretia. Tac. ann. ii, 9. 
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of the Romans to those they vanquished, and A.R.161. 
the clemency they would chew him in case he aft. C.16. 
voluntarily submitted ; of which he gave him 
proof in the favourable treatment of his wife and 
son, who were not considered on the footing of 
captives. Arminius to this opposed the sacred 
rights of their country, the liberty they had in-
herited from their ancestors, the tutelary gods 
or Germany, and the prayers of their common 
mother. " By what fatal stupefaction, said he, 
44  (10 you choose to be a traitor to your family 
" and nation, rather than their general ?" The 
dispute by degrees grew warm; and they had 
come to blows but for the river. Flavius was 
calling for his arms and horse to fly to vengeance, 
but was restrained by a general officer. On the 
opposite side was seen Arminius denouncing 
battle with menaces. Thus parted the two bro-
thers, greater enemies than ever. 

Next day the Cheruscans ranged themselves Germani- 
in battalia on the other side of the Veser. Ger-ZsVZ; 
milieus, who had not yet thrown bridges over He secret- 
the river, did not think it necessary to accept ib: inrr 
the challenge. He contented himself with de-his  soldier. 
taching the Roman cavalry and the Batavians,d.isPosi-
who having forded the river in several places,"" 
had a brisk skirmish with the enemy. 

Germanicus, having afterwards passed the Ve-
ser himself with his whole army, learned from a 
deserter, that the Cheruscans, reinforced by se-
veral other German nations, were prepai jag to 
attack his camp. He took upon this the proper 
precautions against a surprise ; and perceiving 
a battle to be near, he wanted to know his sol-
diers' dispositions ; and deliberated on the means 
to be  inilrmed of them with certainty. He re- 

H 2 	 fleeted, 

36879 
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A. ft. 761. fleeted, that* the reports of the officers were ra- 
‘4"•Ei• thcr piLlbing than true ; that his freed-men were 

too sel ile to be confided in ; that friends were 
apt to flatter; and that even in an assembly of 
the army a few hot heads took the lead of the 
rest. He therefore concluded, that the only 
way to know exactly what he had to trust to, 
was to hear the soldiers when they were got to-
gether from under their officers eyes, while the 
military repast opened their hearts, and they 
frankly disclosed their hopes and fears. 

Accordingly in the beginning of the night, he 
goes out secretly, accompanied by a single friend, 
and disguised in a German fur. He visits, by se-
cret ways all the camp, listens from tent to tent, 
and -I- enjoys the pleasure of hearing himself 
praised by sincere mouths. One magnifies the 
beauty of his general, another his high birth ; 
the majority dwell on more-estimable qualities, 
and extol his invincible patience, his sweet 
temper, and the equality of his soul in serious 
or jocular affairs ; they all confessed that they 
ought to give him in the battle proofs of their 
affection and gratitude ; and at the same time 
they animate .one another against the perfidious 
barbarians, with mutual exhortations to immo-
late them to vengeance and the glory of the Ro- 
man name. 	 • 

Dur- 
Tribunos et Centuriones laAa sapius 	comperta quam  

nuntiare ; bbertorum servilia ingenia; amicis inesse Aida-
tionem ; si concio vocetur, illic quoque, qux pauci incipi-
ant, reliquos adstrepere. Penitus noscendas mentes, quum 
secreti et incustoditi, inter militares cibos, spem aut metura 
profcrrent. 

fi Fruiturque fauna sui : quum hic nobilitatem ducis, de-
corern alius, hlurin i patientiam, comitatem, per seria per 
:locos eumdern animum, laudibus ferrent ; reddendamque 
gratiam in at is fluerentur, simul perfidos et ruptores pacii 
ultioni et glorhe mactandos. 
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During this time one of the enemies who un.....ui../67. 
derstood Latin, rode up to the intrenehments,aft.C. 
and cried with a loud voice, that Arminius of- 
fered to every one who would come over to him 
a good match, an estate, and an * hundreci ses-ci7wave 
terces a-day as long as the war lasted. The iio- 	;um. 
man soldiers were shocked at the insultiwr oiler 	.Ergliq, 

monev 
and said one to another, " Let the day of battlebout 
come that we have so long waited for. Yes, we61. 
will seize on the lands of the Germans, and take 
their captive wives. The omen is lucky, and 
assures us of the possession of the enemy's estates 
and women." At midnight the barbarians 
came to attack the camp of the Romans, but, 
perceiving them on their guard, retired without 
striking a blow. 

I should not take notice of a dream that Ger- Germani.. 
manicus had this night, if Tacitus's care to 
late it was not a proof that this writer (whom Tat. 
nobody can blame for too much religion, but on ii. 14. 

the contrary for some strokes of impiety, here and 
there, in his works) had some faith in dreams ; 
as well as in auguries, of which he speaks too 
soon after, and which by no means he appears 
to contemn. So discordant are mu), that. they 
are sometimes childishly credulous of chimeras, 
while they deny or sap the fundamental truths 
of natural religion. 

Germanicus, says Tacitus, had a joyful dream. 
He thought he sacrificed ; and in place of his 
own robe, besmeared by the blood of the victims, 
received a letter from the hands of his grandmo- 
ther Livia. This was a deceitful dream : fur 
Germanicus ought to have expected nothing 
from Livia but hatred and plots. 

This imagined good omen however augment-!1':' 1::1:ti, 
cd his confidence ; and the auspices, as Tacit ou.'ykticrs. 

01)- 
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A.R.-T6- .observes, having proved also favourable; he as-
aft- C.16.sembled his troops to harangue them according 

to custom : and in his discourse he particularly 
laboured.to make them comprehend the advan-
tage the Roman soldier had in fighting in the 
woods as well as in the plains. " For, says he, 
the immense bucklers of the barbarians and their 
enormous spears are not so manageable amongst 
thickets and trunks of trees as the Roman swords, 
and javelins, and shields, adjusted to the size of 
their bodies. Thicken your blows, and strike at 
their flices. The Germans have neither cuirasses 
nor casqucs. Their bucklers too are not fortified 
with iron, nor bound with leather; but arc only 
basket-work or painted boards. And only the first 
line are so well armed ; for the others have but 
stakes burnt at the end, or contemptible darts. 

As to their persons, if they arc terrible to light, 
and violent in a short onset, on the other side 
they have no sort of resolution, and are discon-
certed by wounds; they are without fear of igno-
miny, without respect for their commanders, easy 
to be dispersed, and put to flight ; and as timid 
in distress, as insolent and inhuman in prosperity. 
If tedious marches and your fatigues at sea make 
you desire an end of the war, you have an op-
portunity of finishing it in the approaching bat- 
tle. You are now nearer the Elbe than the Rhine; 
beyond that we shall have no more war ; only 
while I follow the footsteps of my father and un-
cle, let your ardour second mine, and make me 
victorious in those countries where they have sig-
nalized themselves by their exploits." The sol- 

diers 
* Jam corpus, ut visu torvum, et impetn validum, sic 

nufla vulnerum patientia. Sine pudore flagitii, sine curs 
ducum, abire, fugere: pavidos adversis, inter secunda non 
divini, non human juris, memores. 

   
  



&fox IV.] 	TIBERIUS. 	 165 

diers answered him by shouts ; and Germanicus A.R.767. 
gave the signal of battle. 	 aft. C. 16. 

Arminius, on his side, encouraged his troops, Arminius 
by depreciating the enemy. " * Who are these ci:lcoura;ges 
Romans, says he, you are going to combat ? Ins troops. 

Are they not the most cowardly fugitives of Va- 
rus's army, who have lately mutinied for fear of 
going to war ? Some of them with backs cover- 
ed with wounds, and others with limbs maimed 
with tempests, they are once more presenting 
themselves as victims to the vengeance of the 
Germans, and the anger of the gods. Nor think 
that hope animates them. You see they have had 
recourse to the ocean, to prevent our advancing 
against them, and pursuing them when driven 
back. But now that we are going to engage 
hand to hand, sails and oars will little avail the 
vanquished. Let us only call to mind their ava- 
rice, cruelty, and pride : and remember that fer 
us nothing remains but to preserve our liberty, 
or by death to prevent our bondage." The Ger- 
mans inflamed by this exhortation desire with 
great clamour to be led on. 

Every thing was now ready on either side ; and nattle 
the battle was decided in a plain called by Taxi- trah30.1 by 
itts, Idistavisus, which extended between the Ve- mans 
,,er and a range of hills, and closed on a wood of 
high trees. 	Justus Lipsius says, the field of 
battle was not far off the city of Bremen. Mau-
tire the natural bravery of the Germans, and the 
powerful motives to good behaviour that had 

been 

flos esse Romanos Variani exercitus fugacissimos, qui, 
ne bellum tolerarent, seditionem induerint : quorum pars 
onusta vulneribus * terga, pars finetibus et proeellis fractos 
artus, infensis rursus hostibus, adversis diis, objiciant, 

* So some learned commentators read intteibl of tergion, 	; 
in tl c text. 
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A.11.167. been set before them, the victory cost the Bo- 
aft.C. mmans little. For while their infantry charged 

the barbarians in front, their cavalry took them 
in flank and rear ; and disordered them so much, 
that their fugitives crossed one another, some 
running out of the plain into the woods, and o-
thers out of the woods into the 

Arminius acted on tln., occasion both as gene-
ral and soldier, encouraging his men, and setting 
them an example of bravery ; and, though 
wounded, he kept so long engagLkl, that he nar-
rowly missed being taken. But by his valour 
and the strength of his horse, he made his way 
through opposing battalions ; having besmeared 
his face with his own blood to avoid being known. 
Yet some have pretended that he escaped by fa-
vour of the Chaucians, who served as auxiliaries 
in the Roman army ; Inguiomerus had the same 
fate. A parallel deceit or courage saved him. 
The slaughter of the vanquished was great. They 
filled the country for ten miles with dead bodies 
and arms : a great number too perished in the 
\reser, Some of them climbed up the trees, and 
hid themselves in the bri.nehes : where, when 
discovered, the archers shot at them in sport, as 
if they had been birds ; or else they were squash-
ed by felling the trees. 

The Romans lost but few men ; and found a-
mong the booty the chains which the Germans, 
as secure of victory, had taken care to bring for 
their captives. The conquering army proclaim-
ed Tiberius imperator on the field of battle ; and 
having made a small mount, placed thereon, 

secondbat- trophy -wise, the arms taken from the enemy, tie, where- 
in the Ito- with the names of the vanquished nations. 
mans are 	* This trophy affected the Germans more sen- 
again vic- 
torious. 	 sibly 

't }laud periiide Germanos vublera, luaus, exscitlis. 
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sibly than the loss of the battle, than their wounds A.R.167. 
or the ravage of their country. Before they pre- aft. C.16. 
pared, in consternation, to abandon their dwell-
ings, and seek beyond the Elbe a quiet retreat. 
Now they change their minds and breathe no-
thing but wai, both people and nobility, old and 
young. They form quickly^ an army ; harrass 
the Itonians in their march by skirmishes; and 
choose a very ad% antageous ground for a general 
action. This was a strait and moist plain, shut 
in between a river and a forest; the forest too 
surrounded by a deep marsh, except in one place, 
where the Angrivarians had raised a large cause-
way, which served for a boundary between them 
and t he tibernscans. The German infantry post-
ed itself on the cause-way ; and their cavalry 
concealed itself in the woods, in order to take 
the Romans in rear when they had entered them. 

Germanicus, like an able general, knew all 
this. He penetrated the enemies designs, recon-
noitred the places, got information both of what 
they endeavoured to conceal, and what they stu-
diously exposed, let nothing escape him; and 
turned the subtlety of the barbarians against 
themselves. He ordered Seius Tubero, one of hk 
lieutenants, to take possession of the plain with his 
cavalry. His infantry he divides into two bo-
dies, one of which was to cuter on level ground 
the forest, and the other to attack the cause-way. 
He charges himself with the most dill:lc:nit task, 
and leaves the rest to his lieutenants. Those 
who had the even ground to traverse, easily broke 
in. But the cause-way was vigorously defended ; 
the Romans, who attacked it, being exposed to 

shower 
cram ea species, dolore et ira adlecit. Qui modo abire se-
dibus, trans Albin conceders parabant, pugnain vela it;  
%rina rapiunt plebes, primores, Juventus, senes. 
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A. R.167.showers of darts which fell from high with great 
aft. C.16.force. Germanicus presently perceived that this 

close fight was too unequal. He ordered then 
the legions to retirerand brought up the slingers 
and engineers. The barbarians at the top of 
their cause-way were fair marks for these, who 
killed or wounded many of them, and disorder-
ed the rest ; whereupon Germanicus, at the head 
of his guards, took possession of the cause-way, 
and followed the enemy into the forest. 

Here was an obstinate engagement. The Ger-
mans had the morass behind them, the Romans 
the river or the mountains. So that a retreat 
being impracticable to the vanquished, they had 
on either side no hopes but in their courage, nor 
safety but in victory. The valour of both parties 
was equal, but the manner of fighting and dif-
ference of arms gave great advantages to the Ro-
mans. The Germans, hampered in narrow 
places, could neither push nor recover their long 
pikes, and their agility was useless in a close 
combat. Whereas the Roman soldier, exactly 
covered with his buckler, and managing with 
ease an handy sword, delved the vast bodies and 
naked faces of the barbarians ; and thinned 
their ranks. 

Arminius, either discouraged by his continual 
misfortunes, or disabled by a recent wound, did 
not show his customary intrepidity and resolu-
tion. But Inguiomarus replaced him ; and run-
ning from rank to rank, with unfortunate brav-
ery, endeavoured to keep alive the engagement. 
Germanicus also mixt in the action with his 
helmet oil; the better to be known, and exhorted 
the Romans to give no quarter. " We want no 
prisoners, says he ; and only the extermination 
of this people can put an end to the war." 

When 
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When it grew late, he drew off a legion to make A.Rao i. 
a camp. The rest until night glufted their ven-aft-C. 16-
geanee with the blood of the foe. The cavalry 
had a small share in the success of the day. 

The next day Germanicus assembled the vic-Trophy 
torious army, and loaded it with encomiums. He 
then collected in a heap all the arms of the van-
quished and put thereon this proud inscription :‘ 
* The army of Tiberius Cesar, having entirely 
vanquished the nations between the Rhine and the 
Elbe, has consecrated this monument to Mars, 
Jupiter, and Augustus. Of himself he made no 
mention ; either fearful of provoking envy, or 
content with the testimony of his virtue. 

The Angrivarians, who had entered into the The An-
league, at the head of which were the Cheruscans,funXinanst.  
prevented by a speedy and absolute submission 
the war that Stertmius, by Germanicus's orders, 
was about to carry into their country. 

The 	winter now sensibly approaching, and Ret urn Ito-et Re putting the Romans in mind of going horne, mans  by 
their general sent back sonic of the legions to their see.

p 
 storm. 

winter-quarters by land. More of them he em- thisLe fleet. °t. 
barked on his fleet ; and entered the ocean by 
the mouth of the Amisia. At first the sea was 
serene ; and the thousand Roman ships majes- 
tically advanced with oar and sail. But soon a 
black cloud covered the heavens ; and hail, the 
storm's forerunner, clattered down : and pre— 
sently the unsteady agitation of the waves, join- 
ed to the obscurity, made it extremely difficult 
to work the ships ; so much the more too, as the 
soldier, fearful of his new acquaintance the sea, 

disturbed 
* Debellatis inter Plenum Albinique nationibus. exerci- 

turn 	CFesaris ea monumenta 	Jovi, et Aug,usto 
stLeravisFe. De se nihil addidit, meta invidiae, an rants 
eonsoientiam facti satis esse. 
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A.R.767. disturbed the sailors by his frights and cries, or 
aft. C.16. embarrassed them by his ill-judged assistance. 

At last a violent south-wind arose which dis-
persed all the fleet, drove some of the ships into 
the open ocean, and others towards islands beset 
with rocks or sands. The Romans, with diffi-
culty, kept clear of these islands, the approach 
to which would have been fatal. Btit then the 
ebb, coinciding with the wind, so furiously beat 
on the ships, that it was impossible to keep at 
anchor, or discharge the vessels of the water 
they took in. So that to lighten them they threw 
over-board their horses, beasts, baggage, and 
even arms. 

These vessels were for the most part but barks 
made for coasting, and unable to withStand the 
fury of the ocean. Acid to this the unskilfulness 
of their navigators, the consternation that an un-
known sea threw them in (which they imagined, 
too, much more terrible than it really was) with 
its coasts lined with hostile nations ; in a word, 
all things seemed to concur to the total destruc-
tion of the Roman fleet. And indeed many of 
the ships were lost ; and the majority drove on 
distant and desert islands, where the soldiers 
died of hunger, except the sea supplied them 
with drowned horses for subsistence. The gal-
ley of Germanicus, which had three ranks of oars 

Cermani- alone got safe to the coast of the Chaucians. 
,i.ts„,cef. This humane prince was almost desperate on 
to rick up this occasion. As long as the storm continued 
Inssolthirs. he wandered day and night about the most pro- 

minent parts of the shore, accusing himself as the 
cause of this so great misfortune, and ready at 
times to precipitate himself into the seeby way 
of punishment, had lie not been hindered by his 
friends. At last lioN4 ever he saw some of his ships 

coming 
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coming back, by the aid of the tide and the A:R.767. 
shifted wind. They were in a bad condition ;att. C. 16. 
few oars left ; no sails, which they supplied with 
spread coats : some of them, deprived of even 
these feeble succours, were towed by those that 
had suffered less. Germanicus refitted them ex- 
peditiously ; and then sent ti) visit all the islands 
of that sea. He by this means gleaned up most 
of his soldiers : and the Angrivarians, who had 
lately submitted, redeemed many from the dis- 
tant nations of Germany, and restored them to 
him : and some who had been thrown on the 
coasts of Great Britain, were sent back by the 
petty British kings. What they related at their 
return was wonderful. Fear had transformed 
every thing they saw into a:prodigy, or the plea- 
sure of fiction made them advance absurdities a- 
bout the incredible height and violence of the 
waves, and birds seen of odd unheard of shapes, 
and ambiguous monsters between men and beasts. Ene_ 

The news of the wreck of the Roman fleet re-thuon a- 
animated the Germans. Many of their nations n,T,tutche 
began to think of a revolt. But Germanicus,nna Mar- 
careful to prevent the natural consequences of - cFmrc,541.  t 
the contempt that misfortune occasions, dispatch- the'ber- 
ed Silius with thirty thousand foot and six thou-mans• 
sand horse against the Cattans ; and entered him-
self with greater force the territories of the Mar-
sians. The whole country was ravaged ; and the 
Romans recovered one of the eagles lost at Va-
rus's defeat. This was the second that Germani-
cus retook. The principal fruit of this expedi-
tion was the increasing the terror of the Roman 
name among the barbarians. Never, according 
to the report of the prisoners, had they been so 
much terrified. * They acknowledged now the 

Romans 
* luvietos & nu1V mibus ituperal.piles Romalsospradica- 
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A.R.767. Romans to be invincible, and superior to every 
C. 16-mischance, since after they had lost their fleet 

and their arms, while the shores were covered 
with the bodies of their horses and men, they had 
renewed the war with their wonted ferocity, 
and increased numbers. 

Return of The legions were then brought back into Will:— 
the legions ter-quarters, glorious of having balanced ' by 
i"t°"1"t'rtheir late advantages by land, the damages they quarters. 

had sustained by sea. Germanicus by his li-
berality entirely compensated them, giving to 
each the amount of what he lost, according to 
his own valuation. 

Gcratni. 	The constancy of the Germans was much im- 
cus 	paired by their perpetual defeats. They delibe- led. rated seriously about peace; and there was little 

doubt but that another campaign would have fi-
nished this war. But Tiberius, by frequent let-
ters, exhorted Germanicus to come home and ce-
lebrate the triumph that had been decreed him. 
He represented to him, " That he had already 
hazarded himself enough, and got battles enough. 
That he ought also to remember the losses which 
the winds and the waves though without any fault 
of his, had occasioned to his army. That Varus 
and the Romans were now revenged. And that 
for the rest they might rely on the divisions that 
would inevitably arise among the barbarians, as 
soon as they were left to themselves." 

Gernianicus did not immediately acquiesce in 
these reasons, and begged one year more to 
put the last hand to his work. • But Tiberius 
persevered, and attacked his modesty by the of-
fer of a second consulship, to be administered 

at 

pant, qui perdita clasce,a missis armis, post constrata equo. 
rum virortnnque corporitms littora, eadem virtute, purl le-
rocia, et veluti aucti numero, insupissent. 
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at Rome. The emperor added, " That if it was A.R. 767. 
necessary to continne the war, Germanicus oughtaft. C-16- 

, to leave something for his brother Drusus to do. 
That the state had now no other declared ene-
mies but the Germans. That only that people 
could give Drusus matter for military glory, and 
the triumphal laurel." 

These were mere pretences. Germanicus 
perceived it ; and that it was only Tiberius's en-
vy that robbed him of a glory he .was almost in 
possession of. But he obeyed, left the Gemini) 
army, and returned to Rome. 
• He was received at his arrival by the military c.st 

and the people in a manner not at all proper to 
cure the emperor's jealously. Only two pretori- 
an cohorts had been ordered to meet him ; but 
they all went, thinking it an honour to them to 
attend his entry : and the citizens of every 
rank, age, and sex, flocked into the country for 
twenty miles together. 

I shall observe here, that Germanicus had no Helms no 
successor who singly commanded all the Roman suuleccecihrerim 
troops on the Rhine. So mighty forces render- command 
ed one chief too powerful. Tiberius and his 
successor divided them between two lieutenant-Germany. 
generals, who commanded with equal power, 
one the army of higher, the other that of lower 
Germany. 

Haud contatus est Germanicus; quanquam fingi en, se. 
que per invidiam parto jam decori abstrahi intelligeret. 

EOOK 
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SECT. I. 

Conspiracy of Drusits Libo discevered. He is ac-
cased, and kills himself. Renewal of the old or-
dinances against astrologers. &nun habletrace 
of the repulwan government. A slave of Agrip-
pa Posthumus personates that prince. De isar-
rested, and put to death. Foolish vanity of Vi-
bius Rufus, Tiberius's moderation with respect 
to him, Attempt to reform ham-  y. Lib riles 
taken by L. Piso. Contest between Cn. Piso 
and Asinius Gallus about the vaeationsof the se-
.nate. Asinius Gallus proposes to fix the magis-
trates for five years. Tiberius removes that no-
tion. Ilortensius's grandson demands a grati-
fication of Tiberius. He is rudely refusal. Old 
records sought out and transcribed. Germani-
cus's triumph. Troubles among the Parthians. 
Troubles in Armenia. Beath of Archelaus King 
of Cappadocia. Decree of the senate for redu-
cing his kingdom into a Roman province. Other 
comnzotions in the east. Commission git en Ger-
manicus to pacify  the cast. Cn. Piso made go-
vernor of Sip ia. Tiberitts's court divided be-
tween Germanicus and Drums, who continue 
themselves good friends. Terrible earthquake 
in Asia. Tiberius eases the Asiatics. His li-
berality to several Roman senators.. His se-
verity to prodigals. Dedications of several tern • 
pies. He won't suffer his name to be given to the 
month of November. Apttleia Variliaaccusedof 

high- 
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high-treason, and griztl,y treated. Death of Ti-
tus Livius, and of Ovid. Drusus sent into 11-
lxicum on occasion of the tear beitcecn Haro-
bothats and _.4rmini us. iIarub.ldntss, being de-
throned, is received into Italy ; and grows old 
in peace. Arminitts's death and pane:;.yric. 
likescuporis Icing of Thrace, despoiled of his 
kingdom and banished. 1.1(»Ti!,k immorality at 

01111.11WICTS to restrain it. ..letion of 
.ilandus and Panlina. Egyptian superstitions,: 
proscribed. Jews driven out of Rome. Elec-
tion of a vestal. New island in tlw 

115 

T. STATILIUS S1SENNA TAURUS. 
L. SCRIDON1U5 L1130. 

A.11.167. 
aft.C.16. 

1VIVHILE Germanieus was warring on theefinillsPir2 
Rhine, a plot was slowly forming •atubo  div.. 

Rome, which for a long time employed the care!eretZ 
and anxietude of Tiberius ; and which, brought 
at last to light, ended in the death of the guilty 1im...,11: Tir. A,i r. pel'S011, W110 was a young man of very illwitriousii. 2,:„,v, i. 
birth. 	 7..;.,. 

Div,. Uvu. Drusus Lilo, of the Scribonian flunil , great- 
grand. "on of the great Pompey, great-nephew of 
Seribonia Augustus's first wife, and consequent ly 
cousin to the' Cesars, ii, weak young man .)t', let 
himself be drawn in by Firmius Catus, a senator, 
who was his great intimate, to for matahitious 
projects ; which exceeded what the cireum ,tan-
ccs of the time', would let him hope, and ti et more 
exceeded his merit. Firmius, who was continu-
ally magnifying  to him the splendour of his birth. 

and 

Jiivenein improvidin, et tiieilem ;minibus. Tt'. 
Adoleseentiq tam ,tiplitti, go on 	majora 9101•4111. 

tpra111 :Mt iglu SVCI110 	 bp•T:lie poinet, 'Mt 
Ht• alto. 	Sell. ep. .1..X 

\rm.. 
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A.R.767. pointing out the statues of the great men of his 
aft. C.16.1amily that crowded his hall,easily persuaded him 

that there was nothing too high for him to aspire 
to ; and carried him to magicians and astrologers 
to consult about his great fortune, and the means 
of attaining it. W? bile he was waiting for this 
unavoidable good fortune, Firmius drew him in-
to luxury and foolish expellee, was one in all his 
debauches, ran in debt and involved himself e-
qually with Libo, the better to acquire his con-
fidence ; and when he had got sufficient proofs 
and witnesses against him, he traiterously turned 
about and became the accuser of him, whose ac-
complice, and even corrupter, he was. He de-
sires an audience of the emperor, acquainting 
him with the crime and the criminal, by the 
means of Flaccus Vescularius, a Roman knight, 
who had access to the palace. 

Tiberius 'graciously received the advice, but 
would not see Firmius, and ordered him to con-
tinue to address himself to Vescularius. His de-
sign in this was to cover his play, and avoid giv-
ing Libo any suspicion. The better to succeed, 
he made him prctor ; and admitted him fre-
quently- to his table, shelving no strangeness in 
his behaviour or countenance, nor the least re-
sentment in his words : and * when he could 
have restrained the bad practices of Libo, he 
chose to watch them. This scene of dissimula-
tion must have lasted above a year : for Sueto-
nins joins ibo's plot with the Pannonian and 
German seditions, as a second danger that en-
creased Tiberius's alarms. 

,suct. 	All this time this artful prince contented him- 
self with taking secret precautions for his securi-

ty. 
Cunctaque ejus dicta factaque, gum probibere tv.m. 
.oalebat. 
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ty. Thus being obliged to sacrifice with Libo,A.R167. 
who was chief-priest, instead of a steel knife, with aft. C. 16' 
which it was usual to cut the victim's throat, he 
took care that he should have a leaden one. And 
Libo having desired a private conference with 
him, he made his son Drusus be present ; and all 
the time of the conversation kept hold of Libo's 
right hand, as if he wanted a support. 

At last. the affair was carried before the senate ; 
but neither by the emperor, nor by his otders. 
One Junius, having been solicited by Libo to 
call up the infernal shades, informed Fulcinius 
Trio hereof. * This Trio was an informer by 
profession, and greedy, says Tacitus, of wicked 
renown. He immediately enters his action ;" 
goes to the consuls, and desires the affair may 
be brought before the senate. The consuls issue 
an ordinance for an extraordinary meeting of the 
senators, specifying therein, that they were to 
deliberate on a most important and weighty af-
fair. 

Libo the while dressed in mourning, and ac-
companied by some of the first ladies in Borne, 
his relations, went from house to house, begging 
the interest and votes of his kindred and friends 
in his favour. 	Which they all declined, under 
various pretences, but through the same fear. 

The day the senate sat, Libo, sinking under 
fear and anxiety, or, according to some authors, 
counterfeiting sickness, was brought in a litter 
as far us the porch of the senate-house ; and hav-
ing entered the hall, leaning on his t brother, 

he 
* Celebre inter accusatores Trionis ingenium erat 

domque malty flame. 
Abnuentibus cunetis, (plum diversa pra'tenderent, ea- 

tiem formidine, 
Tacitus dues pot tell us who this brother or the accused 
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A.R.761. he stretched his arms towards Tiberius, and 
alt. C. 16. pOltred out the most submissive deprecations. 

Tiberius heard him perfectly unmoved : and for 
answer, ordered the depositions of his accusers 
to b..! read; affecting, by a just temperament, 
neither to soften nor heighten the charge. 

Libo had four accusers ; for there are always 
snow ready to fall on the unfortunate. Besides 
Fuleinius and Catus, of whom one had first made 
the discovery, and the other had long supplied 
Tiberius with secret information, Fonteius Agrip - 
pa and C. Vibius, had also entered themselves. 
These disputed among themselves who should 
implead the accused. As Libo had no advocate, 
Vibius offered to give a summary of the facts, 
and was therefore preferred. He then produced 
his proofs, by which it appeared that Libo had 
been foolish enough to ask the magicians, whe-
ther he should be so rich as to be able to cover 
with money the great Appian road from Rome 
to Brundusium. * There appeared too many 
other such like chimerical extravagancies, deserv-
ing indeed rather of compassion than punish-
ment, if taken in a tenderer sense. 

But what was particularly objected to the ac-
cused, was a list of the names of the Cesars ;Ind 
of some senators, under which were notes in cy-
pher, that the accuser pretended to be of Libo's 
hand-writing, and to be magic characters of mis- 
chievous effect. This Liho denied ; and it was 
regolved to examine his slaves by torture, in hopes 
of coming ut the truth. This method of pro-
cedure, though contrary to a decree of the se- 

nate, 
was. Lipsius thinks it was L. Scribonius Libo that •3  ear 
eon,411. But Ityckins is of another opinion. 

* Fuerant et alia buju6modi, stolidu, VAlla ; yi 1110ilitiq 
mkeranda. 
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nate, had been begun, as was said, by Augustus, A.R.161. 
who invented a finesse to elude the law. 	aft. C. 16.  

Libo, seeing things go so ill,' begged only for T•31.12:2' 
the respite of a day ; and then returning to his P.  
house, he made one more attempt to soften Ti- 
berius by the mediation or his kinsman P. Qui- 
rinius. His answer was, that he should address 
himself to the senate. 

His house was in the mean time invested by 
soldiers ; who came into the vets porch, so that 
he could hear and see them. Libo then advised 
with the friends he had left, whether he should 
stay for sentence, or prevent it by a olun tary 
death. Scribonia *, his aunt, advised him not to 
be too precipitate. " Why +, said she, do you 
meddle with what do -not belong to you ? Your 
fate is no more your own concern." This lady, 
whose prudence Seneca praises, did not approve 
of a blind despair, and rightly judged, that no- 
thing WM.:ie than death could happen to her ne— 
phew. But suicide was accounted in those times 
an heroic action ; and Libo resolved on it. 

He was epicure enough however to desire to 
taste once more before he died, the pleasure of 
good eating ; and accordingly prepared a great 
entertainment-(-, which served only to encrease his 
regret and torments. At the end of the feast, he 
implored the assistance of his slaves in putting 
himself to death ; and as they declined the cruel 
task, he took them by the arm, and put his 
dra\s n sword into their hand:i. Upon this they 

all 
* This lady, bc ing no °them isc described by Sem ea than 

as bids aunt, 1% nut probably the sante Scribonin that mar-
ried Attzustu.r and laid ,htl;tt. 

-f Quid to jin.tt alien inn negotiant agere? Neu. Ep. lxx. 
1' Ipsis, quaff in novis6Inata vulaptatent adhibuerat„ eine-

lis excruciates. T t 
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A.R.767. all disperse and run away, and in the hurry, over- 
all. C. i6. turn the lights that were on the table. Libo, 

now alone, executed in the horrors of darkness 
his fatal design, and gave himself two stabs with 
his sword in the belly. As he groaned and fell, 
his freed-men ran in; and the soldiers, perceiving 
that be was mortally wounded, retired. His pro-
secution was however carried on as if he had 
been living; and Tiberius vowed, that, guilty as 
he was, he would have interceded with the se-
nate for Libo's life : a vain parade of clemency 
from one, who had forced him to die. his goods 
were confiscated and divided among his accusers; 
of whom such as were senators were rewarded 
with the pretorship. 

The senate afterwards stigmatized the memo-
ry of Libo, by a decree, the several articles where-
of rose in severity. It was decreed that Libo's sta-
tue should not accompany the funerals of his fa-
mily that none of the Scribonii should hence-
forth assume the surname of Drusus : that solemn 
thanksgivings to the gods should be appointed ; 
that gifts should be presented to Jupiter, Mars, 
and Concord ; and lastly, that the ides of Sep-
tember, the day Libo slew himself, should be an 
established festival. These various articles were 
moved for by the most illustrious senators, who 
laboured with emulation to heap the cruellest in-
famy on the unfortunate, in order to chew their 
zeal.to the emperor. But he was too penetrating 
not to discover from what principle proceeded 
these ostentatious demonstrations of loyalty. 

Libo's ailiiir, in which ses, eral diviners and as-
kaewai oftrologers were involved, occasioned the revival 

the " 1 "r-  of the old ordinances again,  t those pests of so-/finances a- 
gainqt 	eiety. Two of them were capitally pnnished, and 
',4,14Prs• the rest banished Italy. But Tiburius, who be- 

   
  



BOOK IV.] 	 TIBERIUS. 	 11: 1 

lieved in astrology, and made frequent use of it, A•11:767-
did not let this decree be too rigorously executed. aft. C. it.

So that those who promised to renounce their 
art were suffered to stay at Borne. 

On this occasion Dio Cassius has taken care to Remarka. 
preserve a fact that shell's how far Tiberius per- tbilite* trre"pc,71  
'pitted the senators to be oc.asionally free in then 'lean go-
deliberations, and the magistrates  in the 	

-• 
exercise vernment. 

of their offices. There happening a division in 
the senate about an article relative to the astro-
logers ; Tiberius and his son Drusus divided on 
one side, and- a great majority of the senators 
on the other. But when the decree was going 
to pass, according to the plurality of voices, a 
tribune opposed, and prevented it. Thus the 
senate got the better of Tiberius, and a tribune 
of the senate. 

I join, after Suctonius, to the foolish plot of A  stave of 
Libo, the strangeboldness of a slave of Posthumus Agrippa 
Agrippa; who having formed the design of say- pe,„,„„tes  
ing his master, and not having been able to prevent that prince. 

his murder, undertook to personate that prince, H. ;;o•  
whom he much resembled in age, shape, and &rt. Dh'• 
countenance. He set out by stealing his ashes ; 
after which, sailing to Cosa *, a promontory of 
Etruria, he kept himself some time concealed in 
desert places, till his hair and beard were grow ii. 

Meanwhile the confidants of the impostor 
whispered about that Agrippa was living. This 
was at first told as a great secret, as is usual about 
things that arc displeasing to a government. Pre-
sently it gets ground, by the credulity of the igno-
rant multitude, or by the malice of such as laid 
hold of every occasion to embroil things. Then 
the false Agrippa appeared ; but with caution ; 
entering always the tow ns in the gloom of the 

even- 
Now mount. 1rrnturo, near to Porto Ihreole in Timm:, 
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A.R.767.evening ; and* as he knew that truth is strength- 
;aft. C. 16. ened by observation and time, falsehood by haste 

and uncertainty, when he appeared he was always 
in a hurry ; he came when he was not expected ; 
and went away before the delusion was discos er-
ed. All Italy rang with the happy news ,that 
Agrippa lived, and had been preserved by the 
special providence of the gods. It was even be-
lieved at Rome ; and the deceiver, emboldened 
by success, comes to Ostia with a numerous re-
tinue, and publicly chews himself ; enters the 
capital, and holds clandestine nocturnal cabals. 

Tiberius was at a loss how to behave on this 
occasion. To use arms against his slave, was al, 
most ridiculous ; to leave a gross imposition to 
destroy itself by time, was somewhat dangerous. 
Distracted by fear and shame, sometimes he 
thought nothing should be despised, sometimes 
that he ought not, however, to be afraid of every 
thing. At last he orders Sallust to essay his ad-
dress and cunning. 

ar. 	This minister pitched on two of. his clients, 
rested and some say on two soldiers, whom he sent to the put to 

	

iteuth. 	false Agrippa, to insinuate themselves into his 
favour, by offering money, and their service in 
all hazards. These artfully executed their com-
mission ; and watching a night when the impos-
tor was not on his guard, they, with assistance, 
F,ize on, bind, gag, and carry him t9 the pa-
lace. 

The emperor himself examined him ; and 
when he asked him, bow he came to be Agrippa ; 

" Just, 
Quia veritas visa et mora, fldsa festinatione et incertis 

valescunt, relinquebnt famam aut prreveniebat. 
t Tilieriinn anccps cum distralicre, vine militum coer• 

eerct servum scum, an inunem credtditatem tempere ipso 
vanescere sineret. Modo nihil apernendum, modo non 
nmnia metuenda, ambiguus pudoris et rictus, re1mtabat. 
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" Just,answercd the audacious slave, as you cameA.R.767. 

:to be Cesar." It was not possible to make himaft. C. 16. 
discover the names of his accomplices : and, as 
Tiberius durst not execute him publicly, he 
was killed in a secret part of the palace, and his 
body privately carried away. This affitir was un-
attended with consequences. Tiberius wisely 
stifled it : and though it was firmly believed, 
that some of his household, some knights, and 
senators, had supplied the impostor with money, 
and assisted him with counsel, no'enquiry was 
made. 

Dio enables us to add here another act of mo-Foolich 
deration of Tiberius, though in a much lighter 
fair. Vibius Rufus, a vain man, gloried much rus. 
in having in his possession the curule chair ofit:ii,b,la  efti"isi.us. 
Cesar the dictator, in which he was killed ; and with res- 
in being married to Terentia, Cicero's widow.1/et to 

ban This lady must have been very aged at thatmo. 
time, since Cicero had been dead eight-and-fifty 
years : but the fact is possible; for we learn from .1:'nn. s  Pliny and Viderius Maximus, that she exceeded i ,,d"1/ „.r. 
the common limits or humanity, and lived to the viii. 
age of an hundred and three years. Vibius :Rufus 
then thought himself a second Cesar, because he 
:at in his chair ; and another Cicero, because he 
lay with his wife. Such vanity seemed only wor- 
thy of laughter to Tiberius, who, instead of fear- 
ing the new Cesar and treating him as a criminal, 
made him consul. Vibius's name is not to 
be found among the ordinary consuls : therefore 
he must have been one of the substituted. 

The senators yet enjovcd the privilege of pro_ Attempt 
posing lutever they thought conducive to the 
good of the state. When their turn came 
Teak, they could, a, in the time or the rcpub:h  
lie, depart from fly matter in deliberation, and 
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A.R.1 O. advance their own observations and notions about 
aft. C. 16. useful institutions, or reformation of abuses. Q. 

Haterius, a consular, and Octavius Fronto, for-
merly pretor, exerting this right, inveighed 
against the reigning luxury ; and, at their re-
quest, a decree passed to prohibit the use of gol-
den plate, and to * forbid mens debasing them-
sel ves, as Tacitus, says by the use of effeminate 
silks. 

Fronto went farther, and desired a regulation 
with respect to silver plate, furniture, and the 
number of slaves. But Asinius Gallus opposed 
him, the advocate of luxury. He represented, 
" That with the growth of the empire private 
riches had likewise grown: and this from the re-
motest antiquity. That the wealth of the Fa-
bricii was different from that of theScipio's. That 
the condition of the state was the, measure of 
private fortunes, which were small when it was 
distressed, but increased with its prosperity. That 
in plate,, furniture, slaves, nothing was extrava-
gant of frugal, but in proportion to the condition 
of the possessor. That a distinction indeed had 
been made between the riches of the senators, 
the knights, and the people ; but not because 
nature had made any such difference between 
them, but because it wasproper that those who 
had the pre-eminence in rank, office, and order, 
should also enjoy more abundantly the means of 
diverting the mind, and preserving the body. 
Unless it could be expected that the first men in 
a state should undergo the heaviest fatigues and 
dangers, and yet he deprived of the alleviations 
of fatigue and danger." These reasons, which 
are at this day made use of in support of the 
same cause, did not appear satisfactory to Tacitus. 

The 
Ne vestis serica vires -fcedaret, 
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* The advocate for vice, says the grave histo- 
kiwi, was heard with applause by an audience aft.C.10. 
who found in his discourse an apology for their 
manners. Tiberius himself too, though inclin- 
ed to severity, declared thatit was not a season for 
exercising -the censorship, and that, when a re- 
formation became necessary, he would under- 
take it himself. And in fact, his example did 
not authorize luxury, as we shall have occasion 
to observe elsewhere. 

In the same assembly of the senate, wherein nbertio3  
passed what we have related, L. Piso, an illustri_ taken by 

ous senator, but fiery and impetuous, exhibited. L. riga. 
a singular scene. After he had bitterly declaim- 
ed against the intrigues of candidates ; the cor- 
ruption of judges ; and the inhumanity of the 
orators, who were always breathing impeach- 
ments against honest men ; he declared he could 
not live any longer in so vitious a place as Borne; 
and that he would retire into some distant coun- 
try, out of the way of the human species. This . 
said, he instantly arose, as going to execute 
vt hat he had threatened. Tiberius was moved ; 
and not satisfied with endeavouring to appease 
himself the anger of Piso, he engaged his rela- 
tions to restrain him by persuasion or intreaiy. 

The same Piso gave soon after another instance 
of his intrepid liberty, by prosecuting Urgula- 
nia, Livia's favourite, and therefore above law. 
She so insolently abused her credit, that having 
been cited as a witness in a cause before the se- 
nate, she rerwed to appear ; and had a pretor 
rent to take her deposition; when the vestal ir- 
gins, who enjoyed the highest privileges, were 
nevertheles,,, obliged to depose before the judges 

ill 
* Facilcin adsensum Call° sub nonlinibug lmestis eon',  

iessio vitiortnn, et .,imilitado audientium, dedit. 
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A.R.167. in the forum. Urgulania accordingly disdained 
aft. C.16. Piso's citation, and instead of appearing to an-

swer it, went publicly to the palace of the em-
peror. Piso, who had justice on his side, acted 
as haughtily as she, and though Livia complain-• 
eel of his want of .respect for her, ceased not vigo-
rously to prosecute his suit. 

Tiberius, divided between his complaisance to 
his mother, and his desire to maintain order, 
thought to satisfy both, by going to the pretor's 
tribunal, and soliciting personally for Urgulania. 
Accordingly, he went out of the palace, order-
ing his guards to follow at a distance ; and walk-
ed on gravely, conversing with those who ac-
companied him, through a crowd of people that 
kept their eyes on him. Meanwhile, all Piso's 
relations were pressing him in vain to desist. So 
that Livia was obliged to pay him the sum of 
money he claimed. Thus ended this affitir, 
much to Piso's honour, and more to the empe-
ror's. But Tiberius was commended too soon ; 
for it will appear hereafter, that he entertained 
a deep resentment against Piso, which only 
waited for an opportunity to chew itself. rent, t 

1 twm, 	Tacitus relates here, a contest that arose be - 1 .,.. 
cu. 	tween Cn. Piso 	ho must not be confounded 
und 

Gal_ with the Piso we have been speaking of) and Asi- 
lu 	nius Callus. It was about the vacations, which th. var.. Cu. Piso was not for having the senate admit of, 

though Tiberius had talked of being absent for 
F•ome time. On the contrary, be insisted that it 
was a reason for continuing the prosecution of 
business, as it would redound to the honour of 
the eommonwenith, to have the senators or ma-
gistrates perform their parts equally, in the pre-
sence or absence of the prince. This opinion had 
mn air of liberty that vt as not unplcasing to many. 

As 
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As therefore Piso had appropriated that kind of A.R.767- 
merit, Gallus had nothing left but to make hisqt. C. to. 
court to Tiberius ; which he did. He maintain-
ed that the assembled senate owed its chief dig-
nity to the presence of the prince ; and that 
therefore, it was proper to reserve for him the 
concourse, that the judgments and deliberations 
of the senate drew to Rome from Italy and the 
provinces. The dispute waxed warm on both 
sides, without Tiberius's seeming the least to 
concern himself in it, or speaking a single IN ont.  
nut the adjournment was carried. 

Tiberius was not equally silent upon a propo- Aminius 
sition made by .Asinius Gallus, which he thought “alluK Prtoir tended to \weaken the imperial authority. This!= i: 
proposition was bipartite. In the first place, it trates for 

curs appointed magistrates, not for one year as usuilvItt2rithi 
al, but for live years at once, as had been prac-rjr: 
used by the dictator, Cesar, and after him by tiun. 
the Triumviri : and it also bestowed the pretor- 
ship on those commanders of legions who had 
never yet exercised it. 

It is easy to imagine why the second article 
hurt 'Tiberius. Every thing that concerned theSio"et. Ti6- 
militlry was in the emperor's province ; and' 
though Tiberius had once shown so much defe- 
rence to the senate, as to oblige a considerable of- 
ficer to answerbefore that assembly an accusation 
of rapine and violence ; he doubtless, did not like 
that the principal senators should arrogate to 
themselves a right of conferring favours on those 
in the service. In the answer Tacitus puts in his 
mouth, nrAltin,,- is said on this second head. 
hertus did not love to he explicit. about the my s- 
tiries Of stmt.. 	As to the. lirst, he pit  prttitided to 
disemer in it an increase of power that otl'cutl~ el 
his modest\ 	" Why w ill .00, saiit 
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A.11.767. me take on myself so many nominations; which 
aft. C.16. must inevitably expose me to more refusals ? It is 

scarce possible every year to avoid giving disgust, 
though the hopes of being more successful next 
year is some consolation to those who fail. But 
when candidates are to be rejected for five years, 
what AN-ill comfort them, and how great will their 
resentment be ? Besides, who can foresee the al-
terations that such a tract of time may make in 
the minds, families, and fortunes, of subjects ? 
Pride seizes those designed for a power of some 
months, even before they cuter on it : How im-
perious will it not make them to enjoy a magis-
tracy for five years ? It will also multiply every 
magistrate into five ; and subvert the laws, which 
have wisely provided a proper time, as well for 
soliciting, as enjoying preferments." By this 
artful discourse, which seemed to have no other 
view than the general good, he put a stop to an 
innovation that might have prejudiced his autho-
rity, by increasing the boldness of the ambitious, 
and the complaints of the malecontents, and by 
depriving him for five years, of the means of 
rewarding such as had been serviceable to him. 
He knew Nvell, that hopes of a future reward o-
perated much more powerfully on men than gra-
titude for a past favour. 

liorlen%i- 	Tiber] LIso  about this time gave gratuities to 
,,re.no-several poor senators ; and this doubtless, em-F10)1 1?^ 

„ boldened M. Horton's, grandson of the orator 
Hortensius, to ask him to relieve his indigence. 

ion of Ti- nOrtaill'; ill deserved the favour of the emperor 
by his own conduct, if he is the person cited by 

1:44, Aiax. Valerius.  Maximus, among the examples of 
worthy descendants of great families. In other 
respects the circimoanees of his case were very 
favourable. It was his father, who was killed af-

ter 
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ter the battle of Philippi, by order of Anthony,A.R.167. 
as a bad subject, that had ruined him. Augustus,aft. C.16. 
who had a vanity in hindering the ancient fami- 
lies of the republic from falling to decay, gave 
him a* million of sesterces to marry. Hortalus. 121000 
obeyed ; and had issue four children, all DOW Livros, a- 
very young, whom be brought into the porch be.""st:333i* 
of the •senate-house ; and when it came to hisEntish. 
turn to speak, lie expressed himself in this 
manner : 

" 1- Those children, fathers, whose number 
rand youth you see, arc the fruits of a marriage 
that I contracted in obedience to my prince. 
And truly, my ancestors deserved to have poste-
rity. But as the circumstances of the times 
have not been advantageous to me, and as I ha\ e 
not been able toinherit or acquire the usual sup-
ports of nobility, riches, popularity, nor• even 
eloquence itself, •the fortune of our family ; I 
deemed it sufficient, in my slender circumstances, 
to live without disgracing myself, or burdening 
others. By the emperor's command I married. 
Behold the offspring of so many t ,consuls and 

dicta- 

* Patres Conscripti, hos quorum numermn et pucritiam 
cidetis, non sponte sustuli, sed quia Princeps monebat ; 
simul majores mei meruerant ut posteros haberent. Sell 
ego, qui non pecuniam, non studia populi, neque eloquen-
tiam, gentile damns nostrm bonum, varietate temporum ac-
cipere vel parare potuissem, satis habebam, si tenues res 
mem nee milli pudori, nec cuiquam oneri, forent. Jussus 
ab Imperatore uxorem duxi : En stirps et progenies tot 
consulum, tot dictatorum. Nec ad invidiam ista, sed con-
cilianda' misericordice refero. Adsequelitur, florente te, 
Cwsar, quos dederis honores: interim Q. TIortensii prone-
potes, divi Augusti alumnos, ab inopia defende. 

1 The Flail furnish us with but two consuls and one 
dictator of the house of Hortensia. The dictator created 
A. It. 466. brought back the people from Mons Janieule 
where they had retire 1. Of the two consuls, one twined for 
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A•11•767- dictators. They are certainly not in an enviable aft. C. 16. S411,16011 ; and it is only to excite your compas-
sion for these children that I mention the splen-
dour of their ancestors. Under your protection 
and auspices, Cesar, they may arrive at the ho-
nours you think them deserving of. In the mean 
time, defend from want the great grandsons of 
Hortenstus, and the foster-sons of Augustus." 

Tie is rud.1- Tiberius was one of those whom demand,' 
rerti6cd. sour, and who choose to be generous of their 

own accord. Besides *, the favourable disposition 
of the :-fenate to Hortalus was, according to 
Tacitu9, a reason for his being the less conde-
scending. He answered Ii m therefore with all 
imaginable rigour. " If all that are poor, says 
he, come here to beg a provision for their chil-
dren, t Ile public will be impoverished, without 
satiating the greediness of particulars. And cer-
tainly, if senators have been allowed to depart 
sometimes from the matter in debate, and to pro-
pose what they thought of importance to the 
state ; they arc not therefore to abuse that liberty 
by entertaining us with their domestic concerns, 
and taking occasions to increase their fortunes, 
and to render the senate and prince odious, whe-
ther they are refused or gratified. But in truth, 

these are not petitions, but demands, altogether 
; 

the year (it 4, died before he entered on his office ; the other 
is the celebrated orator. But Hortethiv, in speaking thus, 
doubtless, comprehends the alliances of his funily. 

* Inelinatio Senatus incitamentum Tiberio fuit, quo 
promptins adversaretur. 

\ on eohn preces runt i'tuc, sed efflagitatio, intempe,ti-
V,1 qnidem et intprovi,l, (11111111 aliis de rebus convenerint 
Raves consurgere, et Humeri) atque trtate liber(un quorum 
uril:cre mode-tiam tiPllattj eamdem Nim in me transmittere, 
ac velut perfrin!,,ele :erar;nol, quod si ambitione exhauseri-
urns, per scelera api len loin erit. 
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timed ; while the senate is assembled upon other 
affairs, one stands up, and points out the num- aft. C. 16. 
her and infancy of his children, importunes the 
assembly, with equal violence attacks me, and. 
forces open, as it were, the exchequer; which if 
exhausted by inconsiderate bounties, must be 
supplied by tyranny and oppression. The di,oine 
Augustus, Hortalus, gave you money, but unso-
licited ; and never intended to oblige us to sup-
ply you with unceasing generosity. If this me- 
thod once prevails *, if people are to have no 
care of themselves, and no hopes iK their own 
industry, emulation will cease, sloth will take 
its place, and every one grown sluggishly idle, 
will expect to be supported by others, and be- 
come useless to themselves, and burdensome to 
the public." 

1 This discourse, says Tacitus, was approved 
only by those who are pleased with every thing 
that comes out of the mouth of the prince, 
whether good or bad, just or unjust. But the si- 
lence, or low murmurs of the Majority of the se- 
nators, convinced Tiberius, that the assembly was 
dissatisfied. He therefore added, that he had 
answered Hortalus ; yet, if the senate desired it, 
he would give two hundred thousand sesterces t 25,000 
to every one of his sons. The house returned bout  i:661 
him thanks for this ; but Hortalus said U0- 13s. 4d. 
thing, either through fear, or because, perhaps, 
he retained in his poverty some of the spirit of 

his 
* Langue3eet alioquin industria, intendetur soeordia, si 

mains ex se mews ant spes ; et securi °Imes aliena subsi-
dia expectabunt, sibi ignavi, nobis graves. 

t Mee atque villa, quanquarn cu►n adsensu audita ab his 
quibus omnia Principum, honesta atque inhanesta, laudare 
mos eit, plures persilentitun, ant occult= marniur 
here. 

VOL. l.l, 	 14 
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.R.'767.11is family. Tiberius, however, never softened ; 
aft.C. 16.and saw, with indifference, the house of Horten-

sius reduced to beggary. 
Old records We shall finish the relation of the events of 
nudgthrat r this year, by Tiberius's carefulness about the an- 
scribed. cient public records. Many of .  these had been 

lost ; and others were so defaced by time, that 
it was difficult to read them. He commissioned 
three senators to get such as existed transcribed, 
and to search after such as did not appear. 

A.R.768. 	C. Ca LIDS RUFUS. 
aft. C. 	L. POMPONIUS FLACCUS. 

Germani- 	The twenty-sixtirof May, in the consulship 
cues tri- 

2-„„ef Ccelius and Pomponius, Germanicus triuMph-umph. 
41. ed over the Cheruscans, the Cattails, the Angri-

varians, and the other nations between the Rhine 
and the Elbe. A great many illustrious prison-
ers marched before the triumphal carr ; Segi-

Strnb°,  L mond, Segestes's son, Thusnelda, his daughter, 
and Arminius's wife, holding in her arms * a son 
of the age of three years, Sesithacus, nephew of 
Segestes, and several others, whose names may 
be seen in StrabiL But what was remarkable 
was, that though all Segestes's family were led 
captive in this triumph, he himself appeared 
with honour and distinction, as the old, faithful 
ally of the Roman people. The spoils of the 
Germans were also exhibited ; 'and the represen-
tations of mountains, rivers, and engagements ; 
and. though the war was not finished, Germa-
nicus's triumph was not considered as the less 

just, 
* This age does not agree with that of the son of Armi-

nins, who was born in Italy during his mother's captivity. 
Therefore Anninius either had two sons; prisoners among 
the Romans, or Strdbo nukes that which was led in triumph 
too old. 
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just, or less glorious, because he would willingly A.R.16S. 
have completed it. 	 aft. C. 1  

The people contemplated with admiration the 
heroic presence of This prince, his becoming air, 
and his five children that filled his chariot. 	But 
a secret disquiet mingled with their joy, when 
they reflected, that his father Drusus, and his 
uncle f Marcellus; had been both by early deaths, 
snatched from the affections and hopes of the 
Roman people ; so that it seemed the fate of the 
nation to lose all its favourites prematurely. 

Tiberius distributed to the people, in Germa-
nicus's name, three hundred sesterces a-man ; 4.37  
and would be himself his colleague in the con-21.1o., 
sulship he had promised him for the succeeding 
year. But these external appearances of good-will 
deceived no-body. The world knew he did not 
love his nephew ; and he soon proved it, by ei-
ther procuring by his artifices, an opportunity to 
send him from Rome, or laying hold of the first 
that chance offered. Parthia, Armenia, Cap-
padocia, Syria, Judea, in a word, all the cast, 
being in agitation, or in danger of being so, fur-
nished him with the pretext. And of these trou-
bles, it is proper I should give the reader some 
account, beginning with the Parthians. 

We may remember that old Phraatcs, though T .oubles  
he had gained great advantages over the Romans among the 

r
r.

1 	t 
A nn7'  

under Anthony's command, sheaved, neverthe- 1ft
o

t 

less, much deference and respect to Augustus ; 
2 	 even 

* Sed suberat occults formido reputantibus, baud pro,. 
perum in Druso ritre ejus, favorem vulgi; avunetilum 
ejusdein Mareellum liagrantibus plebis studiis ereptum : 
breves et infaustos populi Romani amores. 

f Nlareellits was brother of Antonia, Gerinanicus's mc• 
titer. 
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even so fitr as to restore the colours taken from 
aft. C. 17. Crassus, and to send his four sons almost as hos-- Joseph. .4n. tages. These princes conti=nued at Rome du- 

ring the reign of Phraataces, their brother, and 
of Orodes, who being of the blood of the Ar-
sacidze, though of another branch, had succeeded 
Phraataccs, who was deposed by his subjects. 
When a conspiracy 	also dethroned, and even 
destroyed Orodes ; the Parthians being without 
a king, divided among themselves, and tired of 
their civil dissensions, thought of Phraates's son 
who had been many years among the Romans. 
They send to Rome an ambassy, composed of 
the chief among them, to demand the prince 
Vonones, the eldest of Phraates's family, in or-
der tore-instate him in the throne of his fathers. 
Augustus*, who was then alive looked upon 
this event as very glorious to him, and sent Vo-
nt-tiles laden with presents. 

The barbarians received their new king with 
joy. But soon they reproached one another with 
what they had with ardour desired. They said 
one to another ; " That the Parthians had dege-
nerated, in fetching from another world a king, 
debauched with the arts and maxims of their 
enemies. That the throne of the Arsackke was 
now deemed a Roman province, and disposed of 
by the Romans as they thought proper. What 
will become, added they, of the glory we acquir-
ed by killing.  Crassus, and repulsing Anthony, 
Cesar's slave, who has so many years bore the 
yoke, is. SifffiTed to reign over the Parthiuns ?" 

Vonones 
* In Tacitus's text we have here the name Cwsar, which 

may equally signify Tiberius, or Augustus. But the ambi-
guity is destroyed by a passage of the xiith book of the An-
nals, chapter the I Rh, where Claudius says expressly, that 
Augustus gave a king to the Parthians, which king could 
only be Vonones. 
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Vonones himself, by the difference of his man- A.R.16s. 
ners from those of his ancestors, increased the aft. C. VI' 
contempt of his haughty subjects. They were 
shocked at seeing -.Lim so seldom a hunting, at 
the small regard he had for horses, at his being 
carried in a litter in the towns, and at his con-
temning the plain eating of the Parthians. They 
ridiculed his taste for the conversation of learned 
Greeks, and his care to lock up (as was practised 
at Rome) the most common and trifling things. 
His * very virtues, because unknown to the Par-
thians, appeared to them vices. Nothing could. 
be more remote from the practice of the Arsaci-
the, then to permit an easy access to their per-
sons, or to shew an anticipating politeness ; and 
the Parthians were so attached to their own cus-
toms, that they equally hated in their king, 
what was laudable, and what was blameable. 

A revolt soon followed this general murmur- T r. 
Artabanus, a prince of the family of the serl" 

• Arsacithe, and king of Media, being st:nt for, 
came, and put himself at the head of the male-
contents. There were two engagements, in the 
first of which Vonones was victorious. But 
being entirely defeated in the second, he was 
obliged to seek an asylum in Armenia, which 
seemed to open its arms to receive him. 

For the throne was then vacant. Ariobarza- Troublesin 
tics, whom Caius Cesar, Augustus's grandson, 
had made king over the Armenians, dying in a 
few years, his posterity had not been able to 
maintain themselves in possession of the king-
dom. The Armenians then tried the govern-
ment of a woman named Erato ; and being 

quickly 

	

* Sed prompti aditus, obvia comitas, 	 Parthis vir- 
tutes, nova vitia ; et quia ipsorum morias aliens, perinde 
odium pravis et hon,stis. Tae, 
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A.R.iss. quickly tired of, deposed her ; so that they were 
aft- C. fl t now * rather withoub a tyrant, than free. Vo= 

nones, coming among them .while affairs were 
thus situated, was well received, and made king. 
But Artabanus, pursuing and menacing his riv-
al, and Armenia being unable of itself to make 
head against the Parthians, and the timid dis-
trustful policy. of Tiberius, who had then took 
the reins of the Boman government,' not sufler-
ing him to enter into a war with them, Silanus 
Creticus, proconsul of Syria, invited Vonoucs to 
come to him; and when he had him in his power, 
set a guard over him, leaving him the name and 
equipage of a king. Artabanus hereupon made 
his son Orodes king of Armenia. These com-
motions among the Parthiaiis, and Armenians, 

eath of are related by.Tacitus in the preceding year. ' 
prchelaus 	ThiS year, Cappadocia suffered also a revolu- 
king cif.  tion by the means of Tiberius. Archelaus, de-cr,ppado- 
cia. De- scended from" Archelaus, Mithridates's general 
tree of the  had reigned there fifty years. His kingdom had senate for 
reducing been given hirn by Anthony, to whom he conti- 
bis king-  lined faithful till after the battle of Actium. Hay-doin into a . 

Tyr
Boman mg been confirmed by Augustus in the throne, 

i nc . he had behaved in such a manner, as to give the e 
Ann. 

42. & Romans no kind of suspicion's. 'But he had of-
Pi" vi• fended Tiberius, by shewing him' no civility 6'7. during his retreat at Rhodes. This he had not 

done through haughtiness, but policy ; having 
been advised by his friends at Augustus's court, 
that C. Cesar, the Emperor's grandson, was the 
favourite, and that it was not sale at that juncture 
to seem engaged with Tiberius. But Tiberius 
was the more piqued at the indifference and cold-
ness or Archelaus, because lie was under obliga- 

tions 

Magic sine domino, quam in libertnte. 
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tions to him ; Tiberius having defended him, A.R.Iss. 
when an accusation was brought against him be-aft.C.17.  
fore Augutus. 

When he attainEtd the sovereignty, he did not 
think it, below the emperor, to revenge the in-
juries of Augustus's son-in-law. He even used 
cunning against'his weak enemy ; and his mo-
ther, at least went halves in the plot. She wrote 
to the king of Cappadocia, advising him to 
come to Rome, and implore her son's cle-
mency, whose just resentment she confessed, but 
flattered him, at the same time, with hopes or 
forgiveness. 

Archelaus, either did not suspect the deceit, 
or was apprehensive of violence, in case he shew-
ed any distrust. He came then to Rome ; where 
lie found the emperor implacable, apd a charge 
of sedition and rebellion against him laid before 
the senate. It would not have been difficult for 
him to have cleared himself of imaginary crime ; 
but *equal treatment is unusual to kings, and to 
be treated like malefactors intolerable. Grief 
seized on Archelaus, which, added to his age, 
killed him, or prevailed on him to kill himself. 
Tiberius upon this, caused a decree of the se-
nate to pw,s, for uniting Cappadocia to the Bo-
man empire ; and that his injustice to Archelaus 
might be covered l) a pretence of public good, 
he declared, that the revenues of this new pro-

c-e, would enable him to reduce to half the 
tax of the hundredth denarius, about which the 
people had made fluitless remonstrances two 
scars before. 

Two other little kingdoms Of these countries, Other com. 
Comagena and Cilicia, having about the samc'Sittrii" 

time 

• Ilegibus Lequa. nedura intinta, iusolita bunt. Tao. 

   
  



13 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.768. time lost their kings, Antiochus, and Philopater, 
?ft.C.IT dissentionsarose between the nobility and people. 

The first, desired the Roman government, under 
which they, doubtless, expected opportunities of 
advancing themselves, and making fortunes, and 
the people preferred the dominion of their kings, 
as what they had been accustomed to. 

The provinces too of Syria and Judea, over, 
burdened with taxes, petitioned for relief. 

cmlunis-  sion given These affairs in the east, gave Tiberius the 
to Germa- pretence he wanted, to take Germanicus from the 
nicus to armies on the Rhine that were well affected to pacify the 
East. 	him ; and send him into distant countries, where 

he might be exposed to innumerable dangers, 
and where attempts on his- life would be easily 
concealed. 

He represented therefore to the senate all I 
have related, and added, " That only Germa-
nicus's wisdom could put a stop to these growing 
troubles. That for himself, he began to find 
he was too old to take such long journies, and 
that his son Drusus had not yet years, or experi-
ence enough.". Germanicus had accordingly 
given him the command over all the provinces 
beyond sea; with an authority superior to that 
of the ,proconsuls, or proprietors, that governed 
the different countries, either in the name of the 
senate, or of the prince. 

C. Poo 	The employment was glorious, and such as 
or of had formerly been bestowed on Pompey, and af- 

i;;Yria- 

	

	terwards on Brutus and Cassius. But Tiberius 
had provided an adversary for Germanicus in Cu. 
Piso, whom he bad for that very purpose made 
governor of Syria. He bad recalled Creticus 
Silanus, who was about to cuter into Germani-
cus's alliance, by marrying his daughter to Nero 
hue eldest of Germanicus's sons ; and Piso, who 

sue- 
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succeeded him, was an haughty, imperiou;, A.R.1 6S. 
violent man ; and incapable of obedience. Heaft-C• " 
inherited these qualities from his father, of whom 
we have * elsewhere spoke ; and his pride was •Th LA.R. 
greatly increased by his marriage with Plancina,I2ip9:„ ad.  
whose birth (which was derived from the eele-Tac. 
brated Plaucus) was set, °Irby great riches Pi-
so therefore considered himself as scarce inferior 
to Tiberius, but much superior to his sons ; and 
he knew he was employed to make head against 
Germanicus, and stop a flight that seemed to 
Tiberius too aspiring. Some thought that Piso 
had secret orders for his conduct : and Tacitus 
assures us, as of an undoubted fact, that Livia 
recommended to Plancina to plague Agrippina, 
to affect an equality with her, and to lose no 
opportunity of mortifying her. 

Such were the intrigues of the court, which Tibeyiusis  
was now divided between Germanicus and Drll-court di- 

tl
i
ve

z
r. 

 sus. Tiberius was, as was natural, for his son. vde
e
d 
a 

 b
(  

But Germanicus, extremely amiable of himselfounnicus 
was the more esteemed by most of the Romans,s",nisd 1„t- 
on account of his uncle's antipathy to hilat. Be-continue 
sides, he was of more illustrious descent than Dru.%t_ohelselve3  
sus on the mother's side, being grand on of AL-friends. 
thony, and grand-nephew of Augustus ; where- 
as, Drusus's great-grandfather was Atticus, 
Roman knight, whose name seemed to disgrace 
that of the Claudii. And 'Agrippina, by her 
glorious fruitfulness, and unsuspected virtue, 
quite eclipsed Livilla the spouse of Drusus. But 
what is \Try remarkable, and does great honour 
to the young princess,is,t that whilst every thing 
was in a ferment about them, they themselves 

were 

f Sed fratres egregie, coneorars, et proxiniorum certaru,i• 
c_nbos inconcussi. Tar. 
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N.R.-16s. were cool, and lived in perfect union, without 
Itconcerning themselves with the divisions and 

cabals of their partizans. 
Tat. Ann. • Their unanimity appeared in an affair of itself 

of small importance, if not set off by Tacitus's 
reflections. Vipsanius Gallus a pretor, being 
dead, Haterius Agrippa was candidate for the 
vacancy. He had the interest of Germanieus, 
whose kinsman he was, and also that of Drusus ; 
but the law was against him, and preferred that 
candidate who had most children. So that a con-
test arose, and Tiberius rejoiced to sec the se-
nate divided between his sons and the laws. The 
law, without doubt, was vanquished ; yet not in-
stantly, and by a small majority, and with the 
same struggle as when the laws were in force. 

C.3evnymnens aia not set ont till the close of 
the yea1, o111115 tourney to the east, where he pe- 

13nt to avoid interrupting the relation, 
I shall place here all the facts that concur in 
time with this unfortunate expedition, but have 
no other relation to it. 

Terrible 	Asia Minor was afflicted with the most terrible 
earthquake y; earthquake That ever was known. Twelve ce-rn Asia. 
Tar_ Ann. lebrated cities were overthrown in one night, 
ii. 47. 

	

	without a possibili ty or foreseeing the misfortune. 
Many people, doubtlu-s, were buried under the 
ruins, and passed immediately from sleep to 
death ; and those who escaped, had not the usual 
sanctuary, a flight to the fields ; for the earth o-
pening under their feet, swallowed then). Mighty 

iTlona- 
* Tiberius letabatnr, quimi inter Rhos ejus et leges se. 

itatus disceptaret. Pieta est sine dubio lex, sed neque sta-
tiin, et paucis sufFragiis : quomodo, etiam quum valcrent, 
leges vincebantur. 

t Maximus terra, memoria mortalium moths Plin. ii. 83. 
Shirr Pliny spoke thus, I do not know that any subsequent 
earthquake enables me to sqften his expressio!. 
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mountains subsided, and vallies were heaved into A.R.16s. 
hills ; eruptions of subterrancous fire increased aft. C.  ri• 
the horror and devastation. 

The unfortunate 'Asiatics found some relief in Tiberius 
the liberality of the emperor. The city of Sar-AseTtle 
dis had suffered the most. Tiberius promised the 
Sardians * ten millions of sestekces, and exempt-;1230°0  
ed them from all tribute for five years. The o- in EnLotsso. 
ther towns that had suffered, obtained the sameirTY 
remission, and gratuities proportionate to their 83,3334 
losses. To make a just reparation of these boon- 6s•sd• 
ties, and to give the necessary orders in this con-
juncture, a commissary was sent by the senate 
on the spot ; and he was chosen among the pre-
tors, and not among the consulars, because, as 
a consular senator governed Asia, it was appre- • 
'tended that the jealousy and rivalship, which 
easily intervene between those of the same rank, 
might impede the relief of the sufferers. ThisLir.aa 
munificence gained Tiberius great encomiums ; 

Tac. 
and the cities of Asia, to perpetuate its remem-
brance, struck medals on the occasion ; some of 
which are at this time subsisting. 

This prince knew perfectly well the way t 0 nis 
glory ; and he added, at the same time 	l  , some li- riattre,u: 
beralitics, which, though they made less noise,senators. 
as heti-1g confined to particulars, .got him, never- 
theless, great reputation. A wealthy woman, 
named Emilia Musa, having died without a will 
or heir, the public treasurers, who always are 
on the look out, claimed her fortune as an es- 
cheat. Tiberius put a stop to their proceedings ; 
and gave her estate to Emilius Lepidus, of whose 
family she seemed to be a branch. One Patulei- 
us, a rich Roman knight, having left Tiberius 
half his substance; he, knowing that Patulcius, 
by a prior will, had given his all to M. Servilitts, 

would 

   
  



142 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.I6S. would have the first testament stand. Lepidus 
aft. C.11. and Servilius were both men of illustrious birth, 

but in narrow circumstances; and Tiberius de-
clared, that he was glad to!lielp them to main-
tain their rank. And generally, he would not 
accept legacies, but from such as had been his 
intimates. As to strangers, who out of hatred 
to, and to baulk their relations, left their for-. 
tunes to him, he rejected their bequests with in-
dignation. 

iris seven- But at the same time that he made it a duty ty to pro. 
dipds. 	to relieve the indigence of those illustrious per- 

sons, that had not impoverished themselves by 
their own faults, he exerted great severity to-
wards prodigals, who had ruined themselves by 
their debaucheries. Tacitus names live senators 
whom he degraded, or obliged to resign. 

Dedica. 	About this time, he dedicated several temples, 
tions of se. whose reconstruction had been begun by Angus- veral tom- • 
ples. 	tus, and which he completed. This was ano- 

ther way to please the Romans, who were fond 
of having their metropolis embellished. 

He wi11 not We may attribute 'to the general satisfaction 
suffer his arising from these various laudable acts of Tibe- 
r:me to be rius, the desire the senate sheaved to give his iven to the 
..month of name to the month of November, wherein he was 
November. born ; in the same manner, as two months al- 

ready bore the names of Julius Caesar, and Au-
gustus. Tiberius, who disdained flattery, ridi-
culed the proposal, in a witty, sensible. manner. 
" What will you do, says he to the senators, 
when you have thirteen Cesars?" 

In the midst of so many subjects for joy, the 
terror of accusations for high-treason was renew-
ed. Apulcia Varilia, grand-niece to Augustus, 
was accused before the senate as guilty of this 
crime, for having reviled in her discourses Au- 

gustus, 

Var 	RC" 
~uSt(1 of 

and 
gently 
treated-
Tar. ilvt. 
li- AO, 
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gthtus, Tiberius, and Livia ; and also, because A.R.:64: 
being related to the Cesars, she had dishonour.. aft.C. 1 
eel her family by an ,adultery. 

It was sutticient'it, Tibekius's designs to put 
on.  foot such prosecutions, in which he at first 
ailected great moderation. ,.He therefore treated 
Varilia's affair with great gentleness. He said, 
that it she had been impious enough to violate 
the respect due to Augustus's memory, she 
ought to be punished ; but he would have no no- 
tice taken of what concerned himself personally. 
A pretor having asked him, what was to be clone 
with respect to Livia, he made no immediate 
answer; but the next assembly of the senate he 
desired, in her name, that it might not be imput- 
ed as a crime to any body to have attacked her 
merely by words. Varilia was accordingly ac- 
quitted of high-treason. As to the adultery, he 
desired, that the rigour of the laws might be 
somewhat mitigated. So she was sent back to 
her relations, who removed her two hundred 
miles from Rome. And Manlius, her gallant, 
was interdicted Italy and Africa. 

This year the republic of letters lost two eele- peal) 
brated members, Titus Livius, and Ovid. The i1̀ "61„;:i 
judicious and eloquent historian died quiet and f, 

 
Ovid. 

i , n the bosom of his country, at Padua.1('.',i7,1:: 
The licentious poet perished in his exile in Scy- 
thia; after having exhausted, for near eight years, 
all his wit and sense in humble and cogent en- 
treaties, and lamentable complaints, without  Drmitt,  
having been able to obtain his recall eithev from ,eikt Jut() 
Augustus or Tiberius. 	 ni.vricuin 

on uceaHion 
Drusus had received a commission of the same of the war 

nature as Germanicus's, to go and command in': r :4;:v.;(7.11.1u- 
Illyricurn. Tiberius wanted his son to learn the (0.a!,a ,‘L 
art of n ar, and gain the atiectiort of the soldiery ; 

Ikud, 
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A.R.768. and, instead of accustoming himself to the cor- 
aft. C. ruptive luxury of Rome, to inure himself to the 

fatigues of warfare, which would foulify both his 
body and valour. He thert,ii,I F  laid hold on the 
opportunity presented by the divisions among the 
Ciermans. The Sue1vians, who obeyed Marobo-
duus, having sent to Rome to implore assistance 
against the Cheruscans, Drusus had orders to go 
and put himself at the head of the legions of 11-
tyricum ; though he was not actually to engage 
in the wars between the German nations, but to 
foment their dissensions, and by that means se-
cure the tranquillity of the Roman provinces. 

The intestine feuds of the Germans had recom-
menced, as Tiberius had foreseen, the moment 
they ceased to be disquieted by the Humans. In-
capable as they were of rest, and lovers of motion 
and war, their emulation in glory engaged both 
chiefs and people to turn their arms against one 
another. Maroboduus and Arminius considered 
one another as rivals, and determined on mutual 
destruction. But time name of king rendered the 
first odious ; whereas Arminius, the champion 
of liberty, was the favourite of the nation. There-
fore not only his countrymen, the Cheruscans, 
and their allies, followed him to war ; but the 
Senoncs and Lombards, subjects of Maroboduus, 
revolted to him!: and by this increase of strength 
he would have exceeded in puissance, had not 
Inguiomerus restored the balance, by deserting 
shamefully, with all his vassals and clients to Ma-
roboduus, for no other cause but pique and jea-
lou ;y. The old uncle, it seems, could not sub-
mit to take orders from the young nephew. 

Both armies were drawn out, and each gene-
ral, before they came to blows, animated his 
soldiers by powerful e%hortations. Arminius 

boasted 
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boasted his exploits, the defeat of Varus and ex. 
tirpation of three legions, the Romans repulsed,aft• 
the German !kberty maintained against the tyrants 
of the univer;e..iiIe;depreciated IVIaroboduus, 
whom he talked of as;a. coward, who had never 
dared face the Romans, but on the contrary 
had, by entering into an alliance with them 
shcwn himself a traitor to his country. 

1\'Iaroboduus was even with his adversary both 
in bravado and outrage. 1 le represented Armi-
Mos as a young madman, who insolently bragged 
of his advantage wholly due to surprize, which 
thus brought many misfortunes on Germany, and 
much ignominy on himself, whose wife and son 
were in bondage in Italy. He transferred to In- 
guiomerus, his new ally, all the glory of the ex-
ploits of the Cheruscans against the Romans. 
Then passing to his own actions, he greatly ex-
tolled the honour he had acquired by making 
head against Tiberius and twelve legions; and 
far from being ashamed of the treaty he made 
with the Romans, he valued himself on it, as a 
piece of politics that left it in his power to have., 
as he chose, peace or war with them. , 

They then engaged, not only with courage, 
but conduct. The Germans, by their long wars 
with the }Ionians, had learned to correct the irre-
gular motions of barbarian courage, and the 
confusion of their battles. They knew now to 
follow their ensigns, to post bodies properly in 
reserve, and to obey their commanders. After 
along and obstinate action, the victory was am-
biguous. But Alaroboduus, by timidly retre;it-
ing to a hill, in smile sort coufeyied hiluselt ort-t-
cd. His troops at least so interpreted it, anti 
deserted in great numbers ; so that the king of 
the Suevians, in fear of being abandoned, fled 

for 
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A.RIGs. for security to Bohemia, the centre of his do-
aft. C-17  minions. From thence he sent to desire liberi-

us's assistance. The emperor arp,wered 
that Maroboduus had no 	ask the aid of 
the Romans against the Ch.n.uscans, as he had not 
assisted them while they were warring with that 
people. He sent, however, Drusus, as has been 
said, into Illyricum ; with instructions to main-
tain peace in that province, and hinder the war 
from penetrating into it. 

The young prince perfectly conformed to his 
father's orders. He took pains to keep up the 
dissensions among the Germans, and managed so 
well during two years, that he completed the 

770. ruin of Maroboduus, who was already weak- 
A"". cued by his precedinf,  misfortunes. 	For this 

lh 62. 	 0 
purpose he made use of a young nobleman of 
the nation or the Gotones -1-, named Catualda, 
who had been driven out of his country by the 
violence of Maroboduus, and who laid hold on 
the opportunity his (h grace afforded to revenge 
himself. Catualda then, encouraged by Drusus, 
as,embles troops, enters in arms the country of 
the Marcomans, gains to his party their nobility, 
and carries by storm Maroboduus's capital, and 
a neighbouring fort that served for a citadel. 
He made a great booty ; for here it was that the 
Suevians had deposited all the riches they had 
pillaged from the neighbouring nations. Taci-
tus observes, that a great many victuallers and 
traders front the Roman provinces were found 

there, 

* We have said, in the second and third books, that Ma.. 
rolinduus had transplanted with himself the Marenmans in-
to Bohemia, who were his countrymen, and sonic other 
Suevian nations. 

t This people inhabited a country near the Bahl,. sea 
to the le4 of the liduht. 
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there, who:n the hopes of gain had brought into• 
the heart of, a barbarous region, and whom use 
had taughi3-.to consider as their country that 
where they maiie.mrst profit. 

Maroboduus, dethroned, without troops, and Marobo. 
without dominions, had nothing to fly to but theduus being 
mercy of the Roman emperor. He got overdethron. 

ed, is re- 
the Danube; and from Norica wrote to Tiberius ; ceived 

and 
; ge 

in-
not however in the lanoha of a fugitive or sup- to  an grows 
plicant, but with a spiritsuitable to his lategran- old in 
deur. He said, that having been invited by peace. 
many nations to take an asylum among them as 
a king, once potent and glorious, he had pre-
ferred to all, the friendship of Rome. His an-
swer was, That he would find a safe and ho-
nourable retreat in Italy, and should have liberty 
to return if his ailltirs required it. 

Tiberius was transported at having ruined a 
great king, without having drawn his sword. He 
boasted of it to the senate as a glorious atchieve-
ment, magnifying Maroboduus's power, the ex-
tent of his dominions, the danger of his neigh-
bourhood to Italy, and the wisdom of the mea-
sures taken to ruin him. He granted this prince 
the town of Ravenna for his residence ; whence 
lie was shewn as a bugbare to the Suevians, 
when at any time they began to stir. But during 
the eighteen years, that he lived after this he 
never' went out of Italy. * He grew old there 
in peace having greatly diminished his glory by 
a fondness for life which was accounted a weak-
ness among the ancients. 

Catualda, the author or instrument of his ruin, 
shared soon after the same fate. For having been 

expelled 
• Consenuitque, multum imminuta claritate, 

vivendi eupidinem. Tac. 
Vat,. II. 
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expelled by the * Hermondans, he was obliged 
to have also recourse to the Romans, and was 
sent to Frejus. 

They were both followeduy40  raimber of their 
partizans ; whom it was judged improper to con-
tinue about them. For it was apprehended that 
so many impetuous, restless barbarians, might 
occasion some disturbance in the empire ; they 
were therefore sent across the'Danube, into the 
country between f  the rivers Narus and Cusus ; 
and Vannius, by nation a qua.dian, was appoint- 

Anninius'sed their king. 	., 	 . 
death and 	Arminius was now at - the height of his glory. 
panegyric' He had maintained himself against all the power Tac. Ann. 
ii. 88. 	of the Romans. He had conquered and expelled 

Maroboduus, the only rival he had to fear in 
Germany. Triumphant and adored, he had no-
thing to do but enjoy the voluntary homage paid 
him by admiration and gratitude. But his great 
prosperity turned his head : he gave way to an 
unjust ambition ; and, after having so many 
years defended the liberty of his country, he want-
ed to become its tyrant. This alteration of con-
duct altered the disposition of the Germans. 
They took up arms against him, and several bat-
tles were fought between the zealots for liberty 
and the partizans of Aiminius. But force was 
the least he bad to fear.. Treachery was practis-
ed against him ; and Adgandestrius, prince of 
the Cattails, wrote to Rome an offer to destroy 
Armininc, if poison were sent him. His letter 
was read in the senate ; but Tiberius rejected the 

proposal ; 
* A people that lived between the Danube and the Sala. 
1-  That is, according to Cellarius, in Higher Hungary, 

between the river Mardi (which borders Moravia) and the 
Waag. 
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proposal ; and, in imitation of the noble beha- 
viour of Fabricius to Pyrrhus, answered him ; aft. C.21.  
that it was'k-opt by • fraud and poison, but by 
steel * and open •for;:e, that the Romans sub- 
dued their enemies. But this real or affected 
generosity of Tiberius did loot save Arminius's 
life, which he lost soon after by a conspiracy 
of his relations. 
• -1- He deserved, undoubtedly, says Tacitus, the 
title of the Deliverer of Germany : and what 
gives his exploits a relief that those of the most 
celebrated enemies of Rome have not, he attack-
ed the Romans in the height of their power. In 
particular actions sometimes victor, sometimes 
vanquished, yet was he never subdued in war. 
He lived but thirty-seven years, during twelve 
of which he commanded with reputation the Ger-
manic league. The barbarians;  adds this his-
torian, still celebrate his memory in their songs. 
But he is unknown among the Greeks, who ad-
mire only their own nation. And even among 
the Romans he is not sufficiently esteemed ; be-
cause, overlooking modern prowess, we reserve 
our admiration for the feats of antiquity. 

Arminius's death made Tiberius quite easy a- R0117.11-,  
bout the Germans, who, having lost their hero,oPrrTiZZ: 
made for a Ion a; time no efforts, but were satis-despoiled 
fled with the liberty and pee the Romans suf-Lraniang- 

2 	 ferediamished. 

* Responsum est non fraude neque occultis, sed palam 
et armatum populurn Romanum hostes suos ulcisci. The. 

t Liberator hand dubie Germania, et qui non primordia 
populi Romani, sicut alii reges ducesque, sedfiorentissimum 
imperium lacessierit 	ambiguus, bell° non victus. 
Septem et triginta annos vita, duodecim potenti.e, explevit : 
caniturque adhue barbaras apud gentes, Grxcortim annali-
bus ignotus, qui sua tantum mirantur : Romanis haul pe-
,ritade celibris, dum ve,tera extollimus, recentrum incuriosi. 
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fered them to enjoy. This vas all that Tibeiitis 
desired, who * had nothing, so mucti,  at heart as 
to prevent troubles, and pvintaiti)stranquillity 
where established. Accordinglige was very so-
licitous to extinguish the sparks of war and dis-
cord that were brea/ing out in Thrace, a king-
dom in alliance with the empire ; and in order 
thereto, he employed his favourite methods of 

Tac Ann. artifice and cunning. 
Rhymetalces king of Thrace, and a friend of 

the Romans, being dead, Augustus had divided 
his dominions between his brother Rhescuporis 
and his son Cotys. These two princes were of 
entirely opposite tempers. Rhescuporis was pas-
sionate, haughty, violent, and had all the incli-
nations of a barbarian. Cotys good-natured, mo-
derate, and so far learned as to make Latin verses 

Ouid. del that Ovid praises, in an epistle addressed to him 
P anto, 
ii. 9. 	from the place of his exile. Their different shares 

of Rhymetalces's dominions were agreeable to 
their different tastes. Cultivated grounds, towns, 
and provinces bordering on Greece, composed 
Cotys's lot : and his uncle's consisted of a wild 
country, in the neighbourhood of savage nations, 
who were continually making inroads into it. 

Rhescuporis, who was greedy and unjust, long-
ed for his nephew's fertile and pleasant portion. 
Yet, as long as Augustus lived, his fear of that 
emperor, who had made the partition, kept him 
in order, or at least hindered him from acting 
with open injustice. But as soco as he knew of 
his death, imagining his successor would not be 
equally interested, he pulled of the mask, went 
out of his prescribed limits, pretended to take 

possession 
goNihil mque Tiberim anxium habebat, grain ne corn- 

pn zita turbaren tun Tac. 	4 
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possession of some territories allotted Cotys, and 
on his resisting had recource to force, sent bands 
of robbers to ravage Cotys's dominions, storm-
ed and sacked several--castles, and M a word pro-
voked a war. 

Tiberius was alarmed omthe first account of 
these commotions ; and immediately dispatched 
a Roman centurion to the two kings, to order 
them to lay down their• arms, and determine 
their differences amicably. Cotys obeyed, and 
disbanded the troops he had raised. Rhescupo-
ris, pretending to enter into the emperor's views, 
proposed an interview to his nephew, to adjust 
their differences in a friendly Manner: The time 
and place of conference were soon settled, as al-
so the conditions of the agreement : the one 
through easiness, and the other through fraud, 
agreeing to every thing. When the treaty was 
concluded, Rhescuporis was for cementing the 
reconciliation by a banqUet : and while wine, 
good cheer, and mirth, lulled the young prince 
into a fatal security, the traitor seized on his 
person. The unfortunate Cotys in vain invoked 
the sacred rights of majesty, and• the gods, the 
avengers of violated consanguinity and hospita-
lity ; he was loaded with chains and carried off. 
Rhescuporis wrote to Tiberius, that having had 
information of some 'snares laid for him by his 
nephew, he had found himself under a necessity 
of being beforehand with him : and at the same 
time, under pretence of a war with the Scythimas 
and Bastarneans, he increased his forces by new 
levies of horse and foot. 
• Tiberius was not to be imposed on by the fri-

volous allegations of thig barbarian ; but he did 
not choose to enter into a war. Therefore, in-
stead of avenging by force Rhescuporis's crime, 

he 
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he answered : " That if he bad practised no guile 
he might securely trust to his innocence. But 
that it was impossible, without proger examinaz  
tipn, to judge who was in The rriht, who in. the 
wrong. That he should theiefore deliver up 
Cotys, and come tp„ Rome tp justify himself.' 
This letter was addressed by the emperor to La-
tinius Pandus, propretor of Mesia ; Who sent 
it to Thrace by the soldiers that were to receive 
Cotys from his uncle apd bring him away. 

Rhescuporis wavered some time between fear 
and rage. But at last he determined rather to be 
found guilty of a finished, ithan an imperfect 
villany : he then caused Cotys to be murdered ; 
and set about a report that lie had laic-1 violent 
hands on himself. 

Any body but Tiberius would have now dis-
covered his sentiments. But he continued his 
dissembling : and Latinins (whom Rhescuporis 
looked on as his enemy) dying during these trans-
actions, Tiberius gave the government of Mcsia 
to Pomponius Flaccus, an old warrior ; and the 
better qualified to betray the king of Thrace, be-
cause he was in close friendship with him.:  This,  
intimacy had been undoubtedly formed during 
the campaigns that Rhcscuporis served as an 
auxiliary in the Roman armies ; and wine had 
been its cement. Flaccus, who was an hard 
drinker, in that agreed with the Thracian. 

The new governor of Mesia went to Rhescu-
poris, and by, the most specious promises per-
suaded him, notwithstanding the diffidence that 
remorse for his crimes gave him, to enter the Ro-
man camp. The Thracian king had no sooner 
set his foot in it than he was surrounded, as it 

were 
*Phescuporis inter meturn et cram contatns, znaluit ra.1,  

trati facinoris quam ineepti rcus ease. 
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were out of respect, by a good number of chosen 
soldiers ; and the officers, by their advices and 
exhortations, made.him continue to advance ; 
till having got' him away from his people, they 
took him prisoner, and carried him to nome. 
There, accused before the senate by the widow 
of Cotys, he was condemned ; and despoiled . of 
and banished from his kingdom : but it was 
given to his son Rhymetalces, who was innocent 
of his father's crime. ' Cotys left some young 
children, to whom their father's dominions were 
restored ; and till•they- were capable of govern-
ing, Trebellienus Rufus, formerly pretor, was 
appointed their guardian, and regent of their 
kingdom, as M. Lepidus had formerly been to 
Ptolomy Epiphanes kin& of Egypt. .Rhescupo-
ris was sent to Alexandria ; where, on an ac-
cusation, either true or false, of attempting au 
escape, he was put to death. 

This year MO immorality was at such axorrime 
Lore,- pitch in Rome, as to draw the attention of the 1:  rt  prince and senate, and occasion some regulations Toe. Ann. 

that chewed the desperateness of the disease by kst7,16.  the violence of the remedy. The love of public,. 
spectacles was so extravagant amongst the young 
men, that sons of Roman knights, and of sena-
tors, in order to be at liberty to appear on the 
theatre, or to fight in public as gladiators, got 
themselves, of their own accord, declared infa-
mous by the judges, who by thus stignAtizing 
them, freed them from the laws of decency. The 
women too thought of a parallel expedient for a 
more shameful purpose. It had been long a cus-
tom for the courte-ons, in order to follow their 
wretched profession with impunity, to enter their 
names on a roll kept by the ediles. For it had 
been imagined, that the infamy of a public con-., fession 
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fession would be check sufficient on all women, 
but those that were of the very dregs of the 
people. But it proved otherwise. Women of 
finality did not think they purchased a licence 
for debauchery at too dear a rate, by submitting 
to the ignominy of such a declaration before a 
magistrate. Tacitus names particularly Visti, 
lia, whose ancestors had been pretors, and whose 
husband appears to be a senator. 

Ordinances Such excesses were not to be borne. Tiberius 
to restrain 
it. 	procured a decree of the senate, to prohibit the 

infamous profession of a couutezan to every wo.. 
man whose grandfather, father, or husband; had 
been Roman knights. Vistilia, and those ladies' 
in the same predicament, were banished and con-
fined to islands ; as also those young' madmen 
whose passion for public sheWs had made them 
seek a voluntary stigma. Titidius Labeo, 
ha's husband, was examined about his indolence 
with respect to his wife's indecent conduct; and 
his not exerting the poWer the laws gave him 
over het. He answered, that the sixty days al-
lowed .the husband to determine, and commence 
his action in, were not expired. This excuse was 
accepted : but to prevent the impunity of wo-
men's debauchery, it was determined, that if no= 
body accused those guilty of adultery, an assem-
bly of relations should sit (as was anciently prac-
tised) ind pronounce sentence on them. 

Action of 	Aniong the causes of this strange corruption 1fundus 
and Puli- of manners, may be reckoned the foreign super- 
nus 	stitions. The historian JoEeplitis proves if by the tian super- 	. 
stition pro. action of Mundus, a Boinan knignt; who not 
scribed. 	having been able either by promises or presents Joseph. Ant.  
liviii.4,1x& to seduce Paulina, a virtuous woman of quality, 

obtained his ends by the assistance of the priests 
of Isis, who persuaded Panlina, that their god 

Anubis 
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Anubis was in love with her. This scandalous 
adventure made a great noise, and occasioned 
the revival of the ancient ordinances against the Tac. ibid. 
religious ceremonies of the Egyptians, whichc.

Sue.L.Tviib. 
were not to be performed 'in Rome : the guilty.fos. 
priests were ct:ucified, the temple of Isis demo- 
lished, and her statue thrown into the Tiber. 

The Jews who were in Rome drew a like pu-jew:Itt" 
nishment on themselves, for a crime of another na-Lne. 
ture. Four wretches of that nation, who pretended 
great zeal for the propagation of their religion, 
converted an illustrious lady called Fulvia. But 
her' wealth was what they really wanted'. They 
persuaded her to piit into their hands her jewels 
and cloaths, in order to their being sent to the 
temple of Jerusalem ;  and they themselves de- 
tained the booty. Fulvia's husband, having in- 
formation of the fraud, complained thereof to 
the emperor ; who, by a decree -of the senate,Tac.,&sugt. 
prohibited the exercise of the Jewish religion in 
Rome, and banished from thence all those who 
would not forsake it. Four thousand Jews were 
enrolled and sent into Sardinia, to secure that 
island against the robbers that infested it. The air 
of that island was known to be unwholesome; but 
if they perished, their loss was inconsiderable. 

About the same time came on the election of Elect of. 
a vestal in the room of Occia, who had filledaL.B. 
that priesthood fifty-seven years, with great re- 
putation for her virtue. We have observed, that 
Augustus had been sometimes at a loss, for pro- 
per subjects for vestals. But Tiberius had no dif- 

' ficulty, except about the choice. Fonteins A- 
grippa, and Domitius Pollio offered their daugh- 
ters with great importunity. The emperor 
thanked them both for their zeal for their service 

	

*of religion, sand of the state. 	And Pollio's 
daughter 

   
  



15ri 	 If I6TORY•OF THE EMPERORS. 

daugl kr was preferred, only because he had ne-
ver separated from his wife, whereas Fontein& 
had been divorced from his. But his daughter, 
though rejected, was not unrewarded ; for Tibe-
rius gave her a million of sesterces for a portion. 

New island 
in the Ar- 

Pliny takes notice of a new island that ap- 
chipeiago. peared on the eighth of July, in this year, in the 

tin. iLstArchipelage. This pbxnomenon has been re-
newed from time to time in that sea, the waters 
of which cover volcano's, whose furious throws 
sometimes produce, and sometimes swallow up 
rocks. 	• 

I now return to Germanicus, whose journey 
into the East, and death, I shall relate without 
any digression. 

SECT. II. 
cC17.71alliCUS sets out for the East. Detail of 

journey. First instances of Piso's insolence 
and turbulency. Germanicus's good-nature. 
Piso being arrived in Syria, endeavours to 
gain the ejection of the soldiery at, the expenee 
of discipline. Germanicus gives a king to Ar- 
incnia. The ovation is decreed him and Dru-
sus. Cappadocia and Commagena reduced in-
to provinces. Piso's bad procedure with respect 
to Germanicui. Vonones sent into Cilicia. His 
death. Germanicus's journey to Egypt. At 
his return he falls ill. New extravagancies of 
Piso. Germanicus 'imagines himself poisaheti 
byPiso. He orders him to leave Syria. Germa-
nieu.s's death. Universal rief. Be is buried 
at Antioch:  Praises given.li:m. Sentius takes the 
comthand in Syria. A grippinds departure with 
Germanicus's ashes. Piso endeavours to resume 
by force the government of Syria.. Sentius hin-
f1CIS NM, and obliges hint to,  retake the route 

• of 
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of Italy, Excessive grief in Rome, a account 
of Germanicus's illness and death. Honours 
decreed to his memory. Livilla, Drusus's wife, 
is delivered of male twins. Agrippina's arrival 
at Brundusium: Honours shewn to cermani-
cus's ashes f) om Brundusium to Rome. They 
are carried to Augustus's tomb. Tiberius cau-
tions the people to set bounds to their immode-
rate grief. Dates of the interment and death of 
Germanicus. Piso'arrives at Rome. He is ac-
cused, and the afair brought before the senate. 
Tiberius's discourse. Pleadings. Piso's death. 
Plancina, Piso's wife, saved at Lir'a's entrea- 
ty. 	Opinion of the consul moderated by Tibe-
rius. Piso's accusers rewarded. 

GERMANICUS left Rome and Italy in the Gennanit 
Consulship of Ccelius Rufus and Pompo- sfAg nius Flacons. He took hiS rout by the Adriatic orge? 

sea, and visited in his way, on the coast of Dal-!ail of his 
matia, .Drusus, who had been sent into thaleurneY.  
country (as has been said), upon account of 
the war between Arminius and Maroboduus. 
Thence coasting Illyricum, he came to Nicopo-
lis in Epirus, near Actium, where he took pos-
session of his second consulship;  iu which he 
had Tiberius for colleague. 

TIBERIUS CAES.Vt. AUGUSTUS 
• GERMANICUS CAESAI. II. 

Gerrnanicus had a difficult and dangerous voy-
age. He therefore staved sometime at Nicopolis, 
to have his fleet refitted, which bad greatly suf-
fered : and he took that opportunity to visit the 
places immortalized by the victory that gave 
Augustus the Roman empire. He viewed the 
promontory and gulf of Actium, the monuments, 
erected by the victor, and the camp of the van- 

quished ; 

A. R.769. 
aft. C. 18. 
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A. R.769. quisheo ; objects thatequally broughtbefore him 
aft. C. 18 the memory of his ancestors. For he was grand-

son of Anthony, and grand-neplidw'of Augustus ; 
* so that every thing he saw was a source of 
images both pleasing and sad. 

He then reimbarked, and being come to A-
thens, shewed his regard for that ancient and il-
lustrious city, by using:only one lictor. The A-
thenians received him with. the most elaborate 
honours ; and to give a value to their' flattery, 
they set.  themselves off by recalling the glory of 
their ancestors. 

From Athens he sailed to Eubcea, and thence 
to Lisbos, where Agrippina was delivered of a 
daughter, who was named Julia, and proved her 
last child. Germanicus continued his voyage by 
the Hellespont, viewed the cities of Perinthus 
and Byzantium in Thrace, passed the canal of the 
Bosphorus, and went ns far as the entrance of the 
Eu-xin, satisfying his laudable curiosity of seeing 
with his own eyes what he had heard imperfect-
ly from fame. And the nations were the better 
for the journies of this beneficent prince. For, 
'as he wentalong, here-established order and tran-
quillity in provinces tired of intestine dissensions, 
or oppressed. by the injustice of magistrates. 

He proposed to go, in his return, to the island 
of Samothrace, famous all over the world for its 
religious mysteries. But the north-wind prevent-
ing him, he again' coasted Asia, and saw the 
ruins of Troy and origin of Rome ; at last he 
landed at Colophon, with an intention to con-
sult the oracle of Apollo at Claros. 

Tacitus on this occasion instructs us in the 
perticular rites of this oracle ; where was no Py-

thoness 

Magna illic imago tristium Imiorumque. lac. 
• 
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thoness as at Delphos; but a priest Olsen put A. R.769.. 
of certain families of. that country, and corn-aft. C. IS. 
mouly of Miletus. This man required no more 
than the numbers and names of those who came 
to consult the god ; and then he descended into a 
cave and drank of the water of a mysterious spring; 
inspired by which, though ignorant of letters and 
poetry, he uttered his answers in verse about the 
subject of the thoughts of each consultant. Such 
aperformance required the assistance of the mi-
nisters of the temple ; and doubtless had it. Af-
ter Germanicus's death, it was pretended that 
this oracle foretold it : before, nobody suspected 
any such thing. 

Meanwhile en. Pio, who was to thwart and First in. 
teaze Germanicus every possible way, com- pne,e ,„ .d 
xnenced at Athens his odious employment. He sortie:mina-0 

c  entered that city with a terrifying bustle ; and turbulen- 
Ge harangued the inhabitants with great severity ; rlicuer; 

taxing Germanicus obliquely with having prosti_ ture. 
Pod na-

tuted the dignity of the Roman name, by shew-
ing so much consideration for those who were no 
longer Athenians (for they had many ages ceased 
to exist) but a vile collection of all nations ; 
the allies of Mithridates against Sylla, and of 
Anthony against Augustus. Yet he went back so 
far as to reproach them with their dad success in 
their wars with the Macedonians, and their in, 
justice to their most illustriouscitizens. -,Piso, be-
sides his design of nettling Germanicus, had also 
a personal quarrel with the Athenians, who had 
refused to restore, at his request, one Theophilus, 
who had been convicted of forgery by the Areo, 
pagus. After this coarse insult, he left the Athe-
nians ; -and sailing through the Cyclades, came up 
with Germanicus at Rhodes. The prince knew 
bow Piso had behaved at Athens. But he was so • good- 
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A. R.169.good-natured, that seeing him in danger of bey 
of c. mg driven on some rocks by a tempest, instead 

of enjoying the destruction of his enemy, from 
whom chance was about to deliver him without 
his interfering, he sent his gallies to rescue him. 
But this generosity made no impression on Piso. 
He scarce stayed a day with the 'prince ; but hur-
ried away in order to get into Syria before him. 

tin) being 	As soon as he saw himself at the head of the 
riv  Yede,i1! legions, he employed every method to corrupt 
deavours them ; such as distributions of moneys  indecent to gain the • ,• en.etion of  ell 'lines, and open partiality to the bad. He re-
the sol- moved the old centurions and the tribunes that 
fiery 

at were disciplinarians, and put in their room his tth x- 
pellee of own creatures, or such as had ingratiated them- 
dikiPii"' selves with the multitude by irregular ways. He 

authorised idleness in the soldiers in the camp, 
licentiousness in the towns, and pillage in' the 
country ; in a word, by flattering the inclinations 
of the generality he attained his ends, which were 
to win their affection ; and he was accordingly 
styled by them, Father of the legions. 

- 

	

	Plancina seconded him perfectly well ; and 
forgetting her sex, assisted at the military exer-
cises, and appeared at the head of the squadrons 
and battalions, inveighing, on all occasions, a-
gainst Germanicus and Agrippina : and among 
the soldiers, some even of the most dutiful acted 
in obedience to Piso and Plancina, from a rumour 
that was whispered, that what they did was not 
unacceptable to the emperor. 

tlenrani- 	However great Germanicus's resentment was cus 
It:" a  on account of this unworthy behaviour of Piso, 

Innerlia• and however desirous he was of putting a stop 
fcs. to it, yet he preferred to every other considera-
`':fet• Ca o• lion the service of the state, and went to Ar- 
a. 	1i 56  menia, Orodes, who had been made king of this 

con ntry 
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country by Artabanus his father, since till flight A.R.769. 
of Vonones, either had retired, or made no re aft. C.)8. 
sistance : and the, throne of Armenia being once 
more vacant, Germanicus gave it, accordingly to 
the inclinations of the Armenians, to Zeno, son 
of Polemon, who, under the protection of the Ro-
mans, had reigned over part of Pontus and Ci-
licia. Zeno, from his infancy, haCshewn much 
liking to the manners and customs of the Arme-
nians, and his acknowledged taste for hunting, 
wine, and horses, had won him the hearts of the 
great and small. And accordingly Germanicus, 
with the applause of the whole nation, crowned 
him. in the city of Artaxata. His new subjects, 
when they did him homage, gave him the name 
of Artaxias, which several of their kings had al-
ready borne.  

The news of this act of supreme power and The ova. 
authority exercised in Armenia by Germanicus tic'nWe' 
in the emperor's name, reached Rome about the ancr7nrr.  
same time as that of the pacification of the trou- 	.. 
bles in Germany by Drusus's care. The ovation ". u.  " 
was thereupon decreed the two young princes, 
and triumphal arches were erected on both sides 
the temple of Mars the Avenger, with statues 
that represented them ; Tiberius valuing himself 
more for having established peace by his good 
conduct, than if he had got a victory in a pitched 
battle. 

Germanicus also regulated the affairs of Cap-Cap  pa4„,ii  
padocia and Commagcna, which were both re- and  Com- m

t 
 r

d n
n
i
ar: &i ced, conformable to the decrees of the senate, d  

'into Roman provinces ; lessening somewhat the provinces. vr.t.  royal taxes, to raise their hopes of the gentler do-
minion of Rome. Two of his friends, Veranius 
and Serveus, were made the governors, one of 
Cappadocia, and the other of Cornmagcna. 

The 
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A . r -9. The SLICCCaS Germanicus met with in what con- 
afl V' "'cum his comm. 	did not make him amends 
Piso's bad for the bad procedure of Piso, who. having lately 
procedure received orders from him to bring or send, un- wit h res- 
/Act to • der the conduct of his son, part of the legions 
Gerroarii- in Armenia, had not thought proper to obey 
Ca. them. This justifiable discontent of the prince 

was increased by the discourse of his friends, 
who, as it is usual in courts, exaggerated what 
was true, added some falsehood, and let slip no 
occasion to render odious to him Piso, Plancina, 
and their son. 

Germanicus was naturally sweet tempered ; 
and policy induced him to dissemble; therefore 
at his first interview with Piso at Cyrrum, a city 
of Syria, where were the winter-quarters of the 
tenth legion, he composed his countenance so as 
to have nothing threatening in it. But * his dis-
course notwithstanding was such as dissembled 
resentment dictates. Piso replied with disdainful 
submissions : And they parted in enmity, though 
they did not come to an open rupture. Piso, 
who ought to have assisted at Germanicus's 
tribunal, seldom appeared there : and when he 
did, he acted arrogantly, and in perpetual contra-
diction to him. 

He shewed his ill-humour on every occasion. 
The king of the Nabatheans, at an entertain-
ment he made for Germanicus, having presented 
him and Agrippina with golden crowns of con-
siderable weight, and Piso and the rest of the 
guests with.  lighter, Piso was piqued at this well-
judged distinction. But not daring to chew the 

true 
* Serino cceptus a Cmsare qualem ira et dissimulatio gig-

nit : responsum a Pisone precibus contumacibus : discesse-
runtque opertia odiis. Tac. 
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true cause of his chagrin, he pretested the luau-A.R.7691 
ry of the feast; which, he said, seemed to be aft. C. 18. 
intended for the son of a Parthian king, rather 
than for the son of the prince of the Romans. 
He then threw away his crown ; and committed 
some other extravagancies, which Germanicus's 
patience put up with. 

At this time arrived ambassadors from Arta- Vonones 

ini
t 
cj
i
a
nto banns, king of the Parthians, to renew his alli-

ance with the Romans. He desired an interview His death: 
with Germanieus ; and declared, that to do ho-
nour to the son of the Roman emperor, he 
would come as far as the banks of the Euphrates. 
The motive to these demonstrations of friend-
ship and politeness, discovered itself by the de-
mand he afterwards made, that Vonones should 
be sent out of Syria, where he might • keep up 
a correspondence with the Parthian lords, and 
disturb the peace of his kingdom. 

Germanicus's answer was great and majestic, 
as to the alliance between the Romans and Par-
thians; modest yet noble, as to what concerned 
himself. He granted what was desired with re-
spect to VOD011eS ; and he was transferred to 
Pompeiopolis * in Cilicia ; less however to sa-
tisfy Artabanus, than to mortify Piso, whose 
protection the dethroned prince had sought, by 
making his court to Plancina, and loading her 
with presents. 

Vonones perished the year following; but I Tac. dietts 
shall insert here, to make an end of all that con-ii,  6'3' 
corns him, the relation of his death. He grew 
tired of his captivity, and having corrupted his 

guards, 
* This was, the ancient city of Soli. See in L'Histoire 

de la Rep. Rom. T. ii. p. 251. how it came by this new 
uame. 
• VOL. IL 
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A. R.769. guards, attempted to fly into Armenia. His dc- 
aft. C. 18. sign was to get from thence to Albania, and af-

terwards, to seek an asylum with, and protec-
tion from, the king of Scythia, to whom he 
was related. Having therefore, under pretence 
of hunting, got amongst the woods and moun,-
tains ; as soon as he found himself alone, he rode 

• A river away full speed. The river * Pyramus stopped 
of Cilicia* him. On the first news of his flight, the bridges 

on that river had been broken ; and it was not 
fordable. There he was retaken by Vibius Fron-
to, general of horse ; and soon after Remmius, 
who had the custody of him,„ in a pretended 
rage, ran him through with his sword. Which 
confirmed the opinion of a collusion, and that 
Remmius had killed his prisoner, for fear their 
mutual understanding should come to light. We 
do not know that the death of this illustrious-
prince was ever avenged. The Romans always,  
kept up their contempt for kings : and those • 
who were so unfortunate as to be their captives,, 
had reason to expect the worst of treatment. 

A.11: 770. ' 	M. JUNIUS SILANUS. 
aft. C.,19. 	L. NORBANUS. BALBUS FLACCUS. 

Germani" 	Under the consulship of Junius and Norba- cue's jour- 
ney to 	nus, whose names a famous civil law t bears, Ger— 
E47Pt-  Tac. Ann. manicus took a journey to Egypt, with an inten- 
ii. sa 

	

	tion to knoW, and study, the antiquities of a 
country so fruitful in wonders; but his pretence 
was, the care of the province. And indeed, at 
his arrival, he lowered the price of corn, by.  
ordering the granaries to be opened. He also 

affected. 
f The law Junia Norbana, established a sort of middle 

state between full liberty and slavery, for such slaves as 
bed tiot been made free according to otrict form of law. 
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affected popular manners; as walking withoutA.R. 770. 
guards, and wearing the Greek habit and san-aft.C.19.  
dal, as Scipio Africanus did at Syracuse, during • 
the second punic war. Scipio * had been blam-. see tt.  ed for this by some ; and so was -Qerinanicus re , 
in full senate, by Tiberius, though in a gentlet.vi.p.se, 
manner. But he made heavy complaints about 
(what affected him very differently) the liberty 
Germanicus took of going into Egypt without 
the emperor's leave, against an express f prohi- 
bition of Augustus to all senators, and even dig- 
nified Roman knights. • 

Germanicus, without doubt, committed a fault, 
especially as he knew the jealous temper of the 
emperor. But the uprightness and innocence 
of his intentions made him act with .unconcern ; 
and having no suspicion that his journey was dis- 
approved of, he prosecuted it quietly, sailing up 
the Nile from Canopus to Elephantina and Sy- 
cue under the tropic of Cancer. I shall not fol- 
low Tacitus in his account of the various objects 
of Germanicus's curiosity and admiration in 
Egypt. These are ,things now well known ; 
and I should only repeat what Mr Rollin has 
said in the beginning of his Ilistoire anciemze. 

Germanicus, at his return from Egypt, found,At his re,  
L uz

u
h
i
e when he came to Antioch, all his orders, both 

civil and military, annulled or changed.• HeNew 
reproached Piso severely upon. this occasion ;ctaina.yi; 
who, on his part, kept no measures. It was in.-so. 
possible for them to continue longer together ; 
and therefore Piso determined to leave Syria. 
But when he was about setting out, Germanicus 
falling ill, he resolved not to hurry himself. He 

even 
t The reasons of this prohibition:may be seen in Utile) 

(re Rep. Rom. t. 	p. 146. 
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A.11.1-70.even added to the excesses he had been guilty. of.: 
aft. C. 19. For  the prince's health appearing re-established,' 

and the.  Inhabitants of Antioch making prepara-
tions to pay the vows they had made during his 
sickness, Piso conies with his lictors, overturned 
the apparatus, drives away the victims front the 
altars, disperses the multitude who were adorned 

. for the festival, and after this exploit, retires to 
Seleueia*, a city near Antioch. Gemani- 

ells% ima. 	But Germanicus was not recovered, for this 
gincs him-glimpse of health was soon followed by a relapse. 
selir psis"0:iiis malady, dangerous in i cd b 	 tself, was augmented 

by a persuasion he had that he was poisoned by 
Piso. Proofs also of fitscination and sorcery 
were pretended to be found, such as the ashes 
and bones of human bodies dug up again, half.-
burnt, and stained with black blood, magic forms 
of devoting persons to the infernal gods ;  and 
Germanicus's name graved on sheets of lead : 
and those Piso sent to enquire after the prince's 
health, were considered as spies that came to 
watch the progress of the disease. 

This last circumstance, above all, excited the 
indignation and fear of Cermanicus : " Must 
then my doors, said he, be besieged by my .ene-
mies ; and under their eyes, must I render up 
my spirit ? What then will become of my un—
happy wife, and infant children ? The poison is 
thought too slow ; Piso is impatient to seize on 
the command of the province and legions. But 
Germanicus is not yet sunk so low : the author 

He orders of my death shall never enrich himself with my him to ka,,e y- ,spoils." He immediately wrote a letter to Piso, 
ria 	to acquaint him that he renounced his friendship 	: 

and 
4  This s4 Lida, was Purnam d PieriJ, told was vitttatt 3. 

•n the qta, at the rivatih of the Oronteo, 

   
  



Booic V.] 	TIBERIUS. 	 167 
• 

land it is probable, that he therein ordered him A.R.'ne. 
to quit the province. For Piso without any far_ aft. C.19.  
ther delay, weished anchor ; but he took care 
not to advance too expeditiously, that he might 
the sooner return, whenever Germanicus's death 
should give him re-entrance into Syria. 

Piso's departure was a small consolation toecrmani- 
Germanicus, which procured him some relief, 
and revived his hopes. But*he was soon after 
overpowered by his distemper; and perceiving 
his strength fail; he desired his friends to bt sent 
for, and in extreme grief, breathing nothing but 
revenge, and scarce sufficiently submissive to the 
deity, spake to them in the following manner : 
" 	If I died a natural death, I might justly ac- 
cuse the gods for hurrying me away in my youth, 
from my parents, children, and country. Now 
shortened in my course, by the malignity of Pi-
so and Plancina, I conjure you by my last pray-
ers with which I entrust you, to acquaint my 
father, anti brother, with the indignities I have 

suirered, 
Si facto coneedercm, justus mihi dolor etiam adverius 

deos erset, (lod tne parentibus, liberis, patria, intra juven-
tam prtematnro exitu raperent. Nunc scelere Pisonis et 
Plancinw interceptus, ultimas prc.ecs pectoribus vestris re-
linqno ; referatis patri ac fratri, quibus acerbitatibus dela. 
ceratus, quibus insidiis circumventus, miserrimam vitam 
pessinta morte tinierim. Si duos sees mete, si quos propin-
quns manguis, etiam quos invidut erga viventem movebat, 
inlaerymulotnt quondam thwentem, et tot bellorum stipersti-
tem, ntuliebri frantic cecidisse. • Erit vobis locus querendi 
spud Senatum, invocandi leges. Non hoc prareipumn ami- 
cortun mums 	prosequi defont•ttlt ignavo questn, std 
qua! oluerit mcmini,vc, 4Itt.e tat 	exsequi. Helmut 
Germanic= etiam ignoti ; vindienbiti. VOS, si me poling 
quam !balm= meant colebatis. 4/stendite populo Romano 
divi Angusti neptcm, eamcletnque conjugem meant; nu- 
merate st•x liberos. 	isericot din (inn aectisantibus tit ; 
fingentilmsque, ~celesta mandata ant non eredent homineq, 
ant non ignoseent. 
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A.R.rto. suffered, and with the detestable snares which 
aft. C. 19. have ended an unhappy life by a miserable death. 

They whom my rank, or alliance, had attached 
to me, even they, who might bear me envy, will 
bewail my fate, who in a flourishing fortune and 
age, after having survived so many wars, have 
at last fell by the fraud of a woman. You may 
complain to the .senate, you may invoke the 
laws. The princlual duty of friends is not to 
pour unavailing tears, but to remember and ful-
fil the last desires of the deceased. Even stran-
gers will lament Germanieus ; you will revenge 
him, if you loved me rather than my fortune. 
Slim the Roman people my wife, Augustus's 
grand-daughter; spew them my six children. 
Their compassion will attend you who, accuse ; 
and if the accused pretend iniquitous orders, 
they will not be believod ; if believed, not for-
given." When he bad ended this discourse, Ger-
ft-milieus extended his hand to his friends, who 
pressing it, swore, that they would all forego 
their lives sooner than their revenge. 

The dying prince then addressed himself to 
Agrippina ; and conjured her by the memory of 
a husband once dear to her, and by their chil-
dren, the product of mutual love, to restrain her 
great spirit, yield to her hostile fortune, and take 
great care at her return to Rome, not to irritate 
thon in power by an ill-judged rivalslnp. So 
much he said aloud; and more in secret : whence 
it was perceived that he was apprehensive of 
Tibc'rius's enmity to his family. And indeed 
he had but too much reason. 

Univereal 	4: Soon after be e3:pired, to the heavy sorrow grief. 
of 

*Emailiguitur, ingentiluctu provincive eircumjacientium 
peptdurtun: Indoluere extent nationes, Regesque: Uinta jilt 
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lof the province, and neighbouring countries ;A.R.770. 
nay, kings, and remote nations, were inoUrners.aft- 19• 
At Antioch, they carried their grief to a senseless sad . cars. 
excess. The day Germanicus died, they flung 
stones against the temples of the gods, they over-
turned their altars, some threw their domestic 
gods into the streets, and others exposed the chil-
dren, born on so black a day. It is also report-
ed, that barbarous nations, who were at war 
with the Romans, or with one another, inter-
rupted their military operations, as in a public 
calamity; that many oriental princes shaved 
their beards, and cut oil' their wives' hair, the 
greatest mark of sorrow among them : and that 
the Parthian king, for the same reason, left oft 
hunting, and eating in public with his grandees. 

Germanicus, indeed, merited this universal 
love, by his goodness to his confederates, and his 
clemency to his enemies. Delightful he was 
to all that saw him, and respected by those who 
only heard of him ; and, without departing from 
the dignity of his rank, he lived destitute of 
haughtiness and arrogance. 

His funeral, which was performed withoutne is bu- 
c(' pomp, drew its solemnity from the praise and la at An.  

regret of his virtue. He as compared to Alex- Praises 
antler, whose name, by a sort of fatality, maketig"." !um. 
phrt of the panegyric of every hero ; and he was 
thought to resemble that famous conqueror much 
in his bodily advantages ; in his age, in his man-
ner of dying, and the proximity of the places, 
in which theyboth lamentably closed theirbright 
career. It was observed, " * That each of them 

was 
cornitas in toeios, mansuetudo in hostes: visnque et auditn 
joxta venerabilis, quum magnitmlinem et gra% itatem sum 
tnae forturne retineret, invidiam et adrogannam eirugerat. 

N;nn utrunupte corpore decor°, gencre in$ig4i, head 
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A. R.770. was oft graceful person,. and illustrious descent ; 
aft. C. 1s.  and that they had both fell victims in the midst 

of foreign nations, to the machinations * of their 
own people, in years not much exceeding thirty. 
But, that Germanicus was gentle towards his 
friends, temperate in his pleasures, confined to 
one wife, and the father of legitimate children ; 
nor less a warrior, though not so rash, and how-
ever hindered from a perfect subjection cl Ger-
many, which he fitted for it by so many victo-
ries. That had he been sole arbiter of things, 
had he been in possession of the power and title 
of a king, he would as easily have equalled A-
lexander in military glory, as he surpassed him in 
clemency, temperance, and every social virtue." 
IVhate er judgment we may pass on this com-
parison, which grief and affection have certainly 
over-strained as to his military reputation; it is 
certain that Germanicus was the must accom-
plished prince of his age ; and, since Augustus, 
the only estimable Cesar ; and that lie was par-
ticularly master, in an eminent degree, of the 
art of making himself beloved. 

his body, before it w:,3 burnt, as u-.ual, was 
exhibited naked in the public place of Antioch ; 
r, here the funeral was to be solemnized. Tacitus 
di es not decide whether it bore the marks of 

poisori ; 
rnultum tiiginta annos egressnm, suortnn 	extern:is 
inter gentes orcieii ee. Scd butte mitem era 	modi. 
cum voltxmatum two matrimonio, eertis liberic, egissc ; 
nemierninos !le ral orem, 	i temeritas abluerit, prape- 
ditumpu• it I mill% Is tot • kit, •'i, 	manias servitio pre- 
)u< re. Quod 	soht, arh:tcr I( rant, si jure et nontint• Regio 

ad,ecuturtnn gloriato 
gnaw 	1 1 ,11(.116J, temperantia, etteris bolds artibust, 
pr3 st'ti,=1 t. 

•%:•ndi r's being poi iom d, is supposed a flat by the 
fl (Nils r'r • ; thouph there is no more certainty about bit3 
siPath than about Germanic:11.5's. 
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poison ; because pcoptle did not agree in theit41i"- 
. opinions about it, every one giving into the pre- att. C. 19. 

judice of his pity for Germanicus, or friendship 
for Piso. Pliny and Suetonius say, that the heart 
could not be burnt, and was found whole among riinxi.71. 
the bones after the fire was extinguished. This 	csr46; 
was certainly fact, since, according to Pliny, 
Piso's accusers and defenders agreed in it, and. 
the only matter in debatebetween them was, whe-
ther it was poisonor the distemper that had made 
his heart incombustible.. Perhaps it would have 
been more earnest to have sought after no myste-
ry, but to have supposed that an accidental po,i-
lion had secured the heart from the action of the 
lire. 

By Piso's retreat and Gcrmanicus's death, thesi;knesinji„ 
legions of Syria were without a general, and Syria command 
without a governor. 	The lieutenants of the in 83'.ia• 
prince and the other senators that w ere with him,

Tac. u. 144 

cic libLrated about the choice of a person to fill 
the vacant places, until they could have the cm- 
peror's orders : and, after some contests, they be- 
stowed them on Cu. Sentius Set urninus. His first 
act of authority was to arrest and send to Rome 
a woman named Martina, famous f i r poisoning, 
and an intimate of Plancina. He did this at the 
suit of Vitellius, Veranius, and the other friends 
of the dead prince, vaho were busy in collecting 
proof and articles against Piso and Plancina, as 
if they had already had permission from a ma-
gistrate to' prosecute them. 

Agrippina*, though overwhelmed with sorrow A piaagriP- sa (le- 
arn] !Retire 

%, 	era,. 
4  At Agrippina, quanquam defeat:a luetu et corpore 	manicu'a 

am-111i urn Omen quirt ultionem morarentur intolerant:, adseen ham - 
slit elassem cum eineribus Gerrnaniei et liberis: ntiserantibus 
Intuetis, quod fetnina nobilitate prineeps;puleherrimo modo 
Inutrinionio, inter veuc 	gritanteqque 
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A.R.Tto.and even indisposed, yet impatient of all delays 
•aft. C. 19.to her revenge, embarked with Germanicus's 

ashes and children. At her setting out she had 
the demonstrations of universal sorrow. Every bo-
dy pitied so great a princess, happy lately in an 
husband crowned with glory, used to have about 
her a numerous court ; who now bore in her bo-
som the remains of that unhappy husband, un-
certain of vengeance for him, fearful for herself, 
and exposed to the blows of fortune by an unfor-
tunate fruitfulness which only served to multi-
ply her dangers and alarms. 

Pi'4' e ou  to 'Piso was overtaken in the isle of Cosby the news to „ 
resume by of Germanicus's death. 	He could not contain 
force the his joy ; but repaired 'to .the temple, slew victims, govern- 
ment of and returned thanks' to the gods : and Plancina, 
Syria. 	yet more insolent than he, threw off on this occa- 

sion the mourning she wore for her sister. At 
the same time many centurions, Piso's creatures, 
flocked about him, assuring him that the legi-
ons wanted him, and exhorting him to come and 
resume his government, of which he had been 
unjustly despoiled, and which was now vacant. 

Upon this he held a council : and M. Piso 
his son was of another opinion. He thought the 
best thing that could be done was to hasten to 
Pow. He represented, " 	his' father had 
hitherto done nothing criminal : and that he 
needed not fear idle rumours and suspicions desti-
tute of probability. That his misunderstanding 
with Germanieus might pedal ps inctfr disgrace, 
but never a judicial punishment; and that the loss 
of hisgovernment would satisfy even his enemies. 
Whereas if he returned into Syria, where Sentius 
would doubtless not give him place ; he would 

actually 
ferales reliquias sinu ferret, incerta ultionis, anxia sal, et in. 
felici fecunditete fortune toties obnoxia. 
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actually begin a civil war. And t:iat he ought MI.170. 
not to depend On the attachment of the centu-aft.C'19-
rions and soldiers, men with whOM would infal-
libly prevail the recent memory of their gene-
ral, and a deep-rooted affection for the Cesars." 

Domitius Celer, Piso's intimate friend, espous-
ed opposite sentiments ; tuid was for seizing the 
present opportunity. " 1 he government of Sy-
ria, he said, had been given to Piso, and not to 
Sentius ; and Piso was to answer to the emperor 
for the province and legions with which he had 
been entrusted. He added, that* it was also pro-
wl* to give bad reports time to dis:,ipate. That 
Irrvjudirc and hailed, when recent, were tZten 
too powerful for the clearest innocence. But 
were he once possessed of the army, and had 
augmented his forces, manyaccidents might hap-
pen that would p:it his affairs in a better posture. 
,Shall we hasten, said he, to arrive at _Rome to- 

• geilwr u•i:h (iermaniewis ash/.)., that -421•iPPina's 
ht, 1t it ions and the clamours 61.  an ignorw:t 
Alai .11 	instant/grain us witheut t possibilit,y 
qf il,froic ? Ion have-secret orthr.s.fi•om the on- 
pei ir's mother ; 	,tijavours you, though 

vul ; and none ill ,,llect greater sorrow 
fin-  is ri.mnieus's death than those 	sinecrely 
re;(1.:e0 at it." 

Pi ;0, prompt to violent pursuits, was ea';ils 
persuaded to follow an advice conformable to his 

. o 11 

* Relinquendian etism rumoribos tempus quo seneseant 
Ph rtmoine iimocentcsrecenti in vidire impares. At si tencat 

Tcittim, augeat vies, multn qwe provideri non possint 
fon vito in militia casino. At A.stinamos coin Germanicici-
neribusadpellere, ut to inauditum et indelensuin planet us 
Ail•rippitur, et volgus imperitum, primp rumore rapiant ? 
lit til,i Au go,  t-r censcientia ; est Ca baris favor,  sed in 
ocLulto ; it periisse Germanicum nulh jactantius incerent, 
.quAni qui ketautur. 
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A.R.-cm. own inclination. He wrote to Tiberius a let:ter,  
r!t.• 19. full of invectives against Germahicus, whom he 

accused of arrogance and luxury. " He has dri-
ven me out of Syria, added he, the better to 
carry on his designs against your service. But 
I am now going to resume the command of the 
army with the same fidelity you have always ex-
perienced." 

This precaution taken, he disposed all things 
for the execution of his design. He dispatched 
Domitius Ccler, with orders to get into Syria; 
but to avoid the coasts and keep the main sea. 
As for himself, he endeavoured to form a body 
of troops, composed of people picked up here• . 
and there, of deserters that came over to him, oi 
soldier's boys, and of recruits for the Syrian le-
gions : he sent to demand aid from the petty 
princes of Cilicia : and in theprosecution ()Wiese 
various affairs be was well served by his son, who 
boldly seconded an enterprise he disapproved of. 
Piso then put to sea again ; and as he was coast-
ingl.yeia and Pamphylia, he fell in with the squa-
dron that was carrying Agrippina back to Rome. 
Mutual hatred made them both at first prepare 
for an engagement ; but feat' restrained them, 
and they proceeded no further than to reproaches 
and menaces. 

SPRG IF 	Sent ius, having information of Piso's motions, 
Inndel°nd  took all proper measures to frustrate them. He him, r 
obhgc;thim rendered ineffectual the attempt Domitiusccler 
th•c"kr- mat., nt I.aodicea in Syria, to corrupt the fide- the route 	. 
4)1 Italy'. lay of the legions. He marched with land and 

rce,; to meet Piso ; sod forced him to throw 
himself ii 	castle of tilit in named telendris. 
An clip:Nil-Ica ensued, in which Sentius had 
7reativ the athant PVC'. But Piso's obstinacy .was 
uneonciuci able, while he had the least glimrse 
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of hopes. He attempted to surprise the adverse AR. 77o. 
fleet ; and then shewed himself from the wall to aft. C.  29. 
the legions, and harangued them, endtavouring 
to entice them over to him. And the,  eagle-
bearer of the sixth legion actually went over with 
his standard. Upon this Sentius commanded the 
trumpets to sound, that the soldiers might not 
hear the voice of the corrupter ; and prepared 
to storm the place : then at last Piso, sensible of 
his weakness, proposed an accommodation ; and 
offered to lay, down his arms, if he might be per-
mitted to stay in Celendris, till the emperor's 
pleasure about the government of Syria could he 
known. But this was rejected ; nor was aught 
granted him but some ships and a passport to 
Italy. To these conditions he was forced to sub-
mit : and such was the issue of a mad enterprise, 
which, by adding treason to the crimes Piso 
was already guilty of, made his ruin inevitable. 

At Rome the consternation Was excessive whenE„„4„ 
gerinaniens's illness was known. Grief, indig-. ti

t
ricrizi 

*lion, and bitter complaints, no longer brook- Hume 

&I restraint. "'It was for this, then, said the Cermani- 
CUS'9 people, that Gernntnicus was banished to the ex- ne.„ n„d  

trcmities of the empire ; for this, that Piso was death. 
made governor of Syria ; for this, that Livia 
had so many secret conferences with Plancina. 
Certainly * our fathers spoke truth about Dru-
sus. The masters of the world behold with art 
evil eye the popularity of their sons: nor is it ne-
cessary to look for any other reason of the deaths 

or 

* Vera prorsus de Dins() senlores loctitos, displicere reg-
nantibus eivilia filiorum ingenia, neque oh aliud interceptos 
gluon quia populum Romanutn xquo jure complecti, red-
dita libertate, agitaverint. 
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A.u.710. 4.  of :the amiable princes we yet regret, than 
aft. C. 19. their intentions to restore to the Roman people 

their liberty and re-establish the republican e- 
quality." 	, 

Whilst the Romans were ruminating on these 
melancholy reflections, Caine the new of Ger-
manicus's death, to complete the public desola-
tion. A vacation was thereupon assumed in 
'ome, without sta.) ing for an ordinance from the 
senate or magistrates : the public places were 
deserted, the houses and shops shut up : a+ std.-
ku silence, interrupted but by groans and sigh.s, 
reigned throughout the city : a scene of real sor-
row this, and not of form or shew. And though 
the people forbore not the exterior marks of 
mourning, in their souls they mourned yet deep- 
er. 

It happened that i;ome merchants, who came 
from Syria when Germanicus v as still alive, 
by their .discouNe revised the Roman •hopes. 
I\- hat I they said was immediately believed, 
and immediately circulated. The happy nc 4 
flies from mouth to mouth, continually enit 
larged and embellished by the relater. Joy seizes 

on 

* It is proper to observe, that Tacitus, whom I translate 
here, does not speak in his own name, but in that of the 
multitude. It would be therefiwe wrong to seek in this dis-
course for the opinion of the historian, and thence to infer 
that he thought Augusta, guilty of the deaths of Mareelltts 
and Drusus. 

silentia et gernitus: main cotnpositum in osten-
tationeiu. it quanquarn neque insignibus lugentitun 
nerent, rains anions nerebant. 

Statim credita, statim vulgata sunt: ut quisque obvius, 
quarnvis 1( viter audits, in Linos, ntquc illi in plures ettnntla-
ta gaudio transferunt. Curstint per urbern, niolitintur tern. 
plorum fores. Juvit credulitatent Ilex, et prornptior inter-
tenebras adlirmatio. Nee obstitit fidsis Tiberius, donee 
tempore ac spatio vanescetent : et populus, quasi rursuln 
ereptum, acrius doluit. 
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on all ; they run to the temples, and burst A. R.rio. 
open their doors. The night too, when this aft. c • 19. 
happened, assisted the boldness of the affirma-
tion, and the credulity of the hearers. Tiberius 
was awakened by the joyful acclamations of the 
people, who sang in chorus, " * Rome is saved, sad. colt. 
our country is saved, Germanicus is saved." But 
he took no pains to confute a fidsebood which 
would destroy itself. And the sorrow of the peo-
ple, was renewed with more bitterness, as they 
thought they lost Germanicus a second time. 
They were a low).

b
time inconsolable ; and spent slid. ed:g. 

in mourning and tears even the Saturnalia,ri• 
which had from all antiquity been set apart for 
rejoicings and diversions. 

The senate decreed to the memory of Germa- Honours 
miens ail sorts of honours : crowns : statues ; tri- dhr„duit: 
umphal arches at Rome, on the bank of therf• 
Rhine, and on mount Amanus in Syria ; with .  
inscriptions containing an account of his ex-
ploits, and testifying that he died for the service 
of the commonwealth. As he was a lover of let--
ters, and had even made a progress in the elo-
quence of the bar and poetry, his bust was or- Star. cars.
dered fo be placedamong those of the illustrious 	93.  
writers that adorned the senate-house. It was rac"L  
even proposed to have his Inisclarger and more 
ornamented than the rest ; but Tiberius oppos-
ed it, saying, That fortune never decided the 
degree of literary merit, and that it was suffi-
cient for Germanicus to be reckoned one of the 
standard authors. The order of knights signa-
lised also their zeal for the dead prince's memo-
ry, by taking his effigy for their standard in the 
olemn pomp which they celebrated every•ye:.r 

on the fifteenth of July. 
Iii 

Salva. Rona, aalva patria, saints est Germanieug. Silet 
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A.R.770. In the height of this public sorrow, Livilla, 
aft. C.19• his sister, and Drusus's wife, was delivered of 
Livi'Ia.,. male twins. This gave Tiberius gi' Drusus ea.t joy ; who, 
wife, is de-laying hold of every advantage, boasted to the 
livered of 
,ale twias.  senate of this extra.ordinary piece of fortune ; of 

which, he said, there was no example in a Ro-
man of his rank t. But the people, in their then 
circumstances and sentiments, were sorry for 
this increase of Drusus's family, which seemed 
to bear hard on .  that of Germanicus their sole. 
concern. 

A.R.711. 	M. VALERIUS MES3AL.',. 
aft. C. 20. 	M. AURELIUS CUTTA. 

AgriPPi-  
Agrippina having come directly from Syria, 

tut', arrival 111 spite of thee  inconveniences and dangers of 
"1""d".  the sea in the worst season of the year ; landed scorn. 
Tac...1un. at last in the island Corcyra. Here she took 

some days to calm her mind, and compose her 
exterior, where the violence and impatience of, 
her grief were too r isible. 

At the first news of her arrival, then crowded 
to Brandusium, where she was to debark, all the 
friends of her house, particularly the officers that 

bad 
* It may seem extraordinary that Tiberius should reckon 

many Romans of his men rank. 	ante limanonan 
tjusdem fasliEii yin) geminam slirpi nt edam". IJis expres-
sion clinnot be limited to Cesar and Augustus ; and it is 
plain that it comprehends the illustrious IIICI1 in the time of 
the republic. The reason is, that he did not consider him-
self as a monarch ; he supposed that the old form of go-
vernment yet subsisted, and that it had not been destroyed, 
but only regulated, by the alterations Augustus had intro-
duced. 

Sed mid° tali in teiapore id quoque dolorem tulit ; 
'tanquam auctus liberis Drusus dumum Germanici magis 
urAeret. 

Illis paucos dies componendo ammo insurnit, violenta 
Itu:tu et nescia tolerandi. 
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had served under Germanicus, and even many A.R.7741. 
strangers from the neighbouring cities, either aft- " 
through curiosity, or a mistaken notion of pleas-
ing the emperor. The fleet quickly appeared, 
and * as soon as it was in sight, not only the port 
and shore, but the walls .and roofs, and every 
place whence the sea could be seen, were filled 
with an infinity of spectators ; who, in deep sor-
ro* asked one another how they should receive 
the princess at her landing, whether with silence 
or acelathations. They had not yet determined, 
when the fleet approached ; not as usual with 
ehearful Oars, but in a slow melancholy manner. 
The princess appeared and landed,:sarrying the 
sepulchral urn, with her eyes immoveably cast 
down, and accompanied by two of her children. 
Then was heard an universal groan : hoi• *ere 
the wailings of relations to be distinguished from 
those of strangers, nor of men from those of wo-
men. The only remarkable difference was, that 
those who came to meet the princess, being for-
cibly struck by the impression of the unusual 
spectacle, seemed more afflicted than Agrippi-
na's attendants, whose transpOrts of grief were 
diminished by time. 

Tiberius 
* Ubi primum ex alto visa classis, complentur non wodo 

portus et proxima marls, sed meenia ac tecta, quaque lon-
gissime prospectari poterat, mcerentium turba, ac rogitan. 
tium inter se, silentione an voce aliqua egredientem excipe-
rent. Neque satis constabat quid pro tempore foret, quum 
classis paulatim successit, non alacri ut adsolet remigio, sed 
cunctis ad tristitiam compositis. Postquam duobus cum Ii-
beris, feralem urnam tenens, egress& navi deficit oculos, 
Hem omnium gemitus neque discerneres proximos allenOs 
virorum feminarum planctus : nisi quod coinitatum Agrip, 
pinm longo mcerore fessum obvii et rocentes in &lore an., 
teibant. 

VoL. II. 
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A.R.111 Tiberius had sent two pretorian cohorts ; anit 
aft. C. 20 ordered the magistrates of * Calabria, Apulia,. 
yieououz and Campania, to pay the last honours to the 
Germani- memory of his son. So that the funeral pomp was cus's ashes 
from 	continued without interruption from Brubdusi, 
Enmdusi- um. to Rome. The urn, placed on a litter, was,  um to 
]tome.  carried on the shoulders of tribunes and centu- 

rions. Before it marched some companies of 
soldiers with neglected colours, and Germani-
eus's lictors with their fasces reversed. In the 
colonies they passed through, the people Mmourn-
ing, and the knights in. their robes, burnt rai-
ment, perfumes, and other valuable things, usu-
al in funerals. Even. the inhabitants of remote 
cities met the processior4.erected altars and slew' 
victims to the gods of the dead; and, manifested 
their sorrow by their tears and lamentations. 
Drusus came as far as Terracina, with those of 
Germ anicus's childrentbat had been left at Rome,, 
and his brother Claudius. The consuls Valerius 
Messala, and Aurelius Cotta, the senate, and 
great part of, the people, filled the road with- 

order, in confusion, and attentive to no,  
thing but their grief. For in this mourning, flat-: 
tery and art had no share. Every. body 
knew that Tiberius was not displeased at Germa-. 
nicus's death, and that all his dissimulation was. 
not sufficient to hide his joy. Tiberius and Li- 
via did not appear in public ; doubtless because 
theyexpected tobe narrowlyexamined, and were • 
apprehensive that their affected sorrow would be 

seen 

* This is not the country now called, Calabria. The Cala. 
tria of the ancients was part of what we now call la Po, ille. 

fi Disjecti, et, ut cuique libitum, flentes. Aberat quippe 
adulatio : gnaris omnibus lietam Tiberio Germanici morterc. 
=ale Alissimulari. 
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seen through. Antonia, Germanicus's mother, A.R.711. 
also kept up. But Tacitus very justly suspects„aft- 
that she was ordered so' to do. The uncle and 
grandmother wanted the authority of the mo.- 
ther's example, and to have it thought, that the 
like grief had occasioned in all three the like 
conduct, 

The * day that Germanicus's ashes were car- They are 
tied to Augustus's tomb, sometimes 'a sullen si-Acamu:d t,‘  
lence prevailed, as if the city had been a vast so- tomb. 
litude, sometimes an uproar of tears and cries,. 
From all parts the people, were running to the 
Campus Martius, which blazed with numberless 
torches. The soldiers under arms, the magis- 
trates without their insignia, the people by their 
tribes, all cried in concert, that the common- 
wealth was fallen, that there were no remains of 
hope; expressing their sentiments with a freedom 
that she wed no respect to the reigning family. 
But nothing hurt Tiberius so much, as the signs 
of the affection of the public for Agrippina. 
They called her the honour of their country, the 
only 'true blood of 'Augustus, the single model 
of ancient virtue ; then applying to heaven, they 
begged for the preservation of her family, and 
that they might survive those who envied them. 

The interment appears to have beon perform- 
ed without much ceremony. There were no pro- 
cessions of the images of the prince's ancestors, 
no funeral bed of state, no oration. All these 

2 	 omissions 

* Dies quo reliquice tumulo Atigusti inferebantur, modo 
per silentium vastus, 'nod° ploratibus inquies ; plena urbis 
itinera ; collucentes per Campum Martis faces. Elie mileg 
cuni armis, sine insignibus magistratus, populus per tri„. 
bus, concidisse rempublicam, nihil spei reliquum clamita. 
bant, promptius apertiusque, quam ut meminisse 
tantium crederes. 
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A.R.771. omissions were laid hold On. . People called to,  
aft. C. 20. mind what Augustus did for Drusus, his proofs 

of affection and regret,. the many honours he. 
heaped on his dead son-in-law : and they com-
pared his active zeal with the coldness and in- 
difference of Tiberius, for a prince who was na- 
turally his nephew, and adoptively his son. " If 
he has, said they, no real sorrow, he surely 
might have shewn so much regard for decency,. 
as to counterfeit some." 

Tiberius Tiberius had. information of these murmurings ; 
cautious 
the  people and to put a stop to them,•he published an edict, 
to set 	in which be told the people, " That many illus- 
bounds to trious persons had died for the commonwealth, tbeirim  
moderate but none so vehemently lamented. That this 
griec 	sorrow, however, vas glorious to himself and to, 

• all the Romans, if a measure were observed. 
That * the conduct of private families and small 
states, was•one thing, and another that of princes 
and an imperial people. That it was proper to 
be afflicted, and to vent that affliction by tears, 
while their loss was recent ; but that it was now 
time to shew their fortitude. That thus Cesar 
Upon the death of an. only daughter, thus Au-
gustus after the loss of his grandsons, had got 
the better of their sorrow. That the Roman peo- 
ple had also shewn great constancy in public cat 
lamities, after bloody defeats, wherein they lost 
great generals, and the hopes of the first houses 
of Rome. That princes were mortal, but the 
commonwealth immortal. And that he there-
fore exhorted them to return to their usual occu- 

pations ; 

* Lrbi illa veterum instituta, propasitam toro effigiemy 
iheditata ad memoriam virtutis carmina, et laudationes, et• 
lacrymas, vel doloris imitamenta? 

1- Non enim eadem decora principilps viris et imperatc..,  
tipopulo, taw modicis domibus aut civitatibus. 
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Potions ; and as the Megalensian games were at A.R.-mi. 
hand, to resume their diversions and pleasures." aft. C.20. 

These games, in honour of the mother of the Date, of 
gods, which were celebrated on the fourth of the inter- 
April, inform us, that the sorrowful ceremony Irantt,"ed 
have just described, was performed in the begin- Germani- 
ning of that month, or the latter end of March ; rd. cang. 
in the same manner as the Saturnalia, a festival "i. 
in December,, which (according to Suetonius) 
soon followed the news of Germanicui's death 
being brought to Rome, give us pretty nearly 
the date of that death, which must be placed 
about the endof the November .of the preceding 
year. 

The people, having paid their last duties to riso ar- 
Germamcus, were now bent upon revenging his ri~e9 ac 
death ; and already murmured at Piso, who, in- T. 
stead of coming to Rome to answer the accusa-
tions prepared against him, wandered about the 
delightful countries of Asia and Greece ; and by 
this delay, equally arrogant and artificial, sunk 
the evidences of his crime. For it was bruited, 
that Martina, who was famous for poisonings, 
and had been sent (as we have seen) by Sentius 
to Italy, was suddenly dead atBrundusmm ; and 
as no marks of a violent death appeared on her 
body, they suspected she had dispatched herself 
by some poison tied up in her hair. 

Meanwhile Piso approached; and when he was 
comeinto the Adriatic sea, he sent his son to Rome, 
with instructions how to soften Tiberius, and 
make him favourable to him. He himself went 
to Drusus, who after Germanicus's funeral had 
returned to Illyricum, and appeared before him 
with confidence, expecting * to find him less ex, 

3 	 asperated 
• Quem baud fratris interitu trucem, quam renic% 

wruulo Eequiorem, sperabat. 

   
  



184. 	HISTORY'OF THE EMPEROIM 

A.R.771. sperated at the death of a brother, than secretly 
aft. C..0 0.pleased at the removal of a rival. 

Tiberius, affecting equity and impartiality, 
received young Piso graciously ; and gave him 
the presents usually bestowed on young noble-
men. Drusus's answer to Piso was, " That if the 
current rumours were true, he ought to set the 
example of grief and revenge ; but he hoped they 
..Were vain and chimerical, and that Germanicus's 
death would be pernicioug to nobody." He spoke 
this before witnesses, and avoided all privacy ; 
nor * was it doubted, but that this circumspect, 
politic conduct, in a prince, whose youth and 
temper biassed him to unwariness and frankness, 
was the effect of Tiberius's directions. • • • 

Piso, having crossed the Adriatic sea, landed 
at Ancona; where he left the vessels that brought 
him. Then crossing Picenum, he joined a le-
gion that was going from Pannonia to Rome, 
and then to Africa, on account of the war with 
Tacfarinas, of which I have hitherto deferred 
speaking. When a person is once OdiouS, every 
thing he does is observed and suspected. It was 
pretended that he had officiously mixed with the 
soldiers to attempt their fidelity, and court their 
aid. This was what he probably had no thought4 
of. When he was come to Narnia -j-, either to 
remove that suspicion, which his friends at Rome.  
had taken care to acquaint him with, or because 
men in dread waver in their conduct, he ern- 

Vcow /a barked and came down the t Nar, and then the.  Wcra. 	Tiber to Rome. The populace were shocked to 
See 

* Neque dubitabantur prxecripta ei a Tiberio, quum 
callidus alioqui, et facilis juventa, senilibus turn artibus 
uteretur : 

t Vitandm suspicionis, an quia pavidis cons.ilia in incerto 

. 
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see him land over against the burying place OfAlt-rii. 
the Cesars; as also, at .his coming a-shore inaft.C. 20.  
open day, at a frequented landing place, attended 
by a great number of clients, with.Plancina sur-
rounded by many ladies ; and both with coun-
tenances of confidence and serenity. Piso's house 
was in the forum ; so that nothing that passed 
there could be concealed; and the entertainment 
he gave his friends on occasion of his return, 
was eyed with indignation ; as well as the marks 
Dfjoy, the festoons and illuminations that adorn-
ed his windows. 

The next day, Fulcinus Trio went to theerleim 
consuls, and desired to be admitted as Piso's ac-the affair 

sb
be 

 rort
he 

 !cuser. Vitellius, Veranius, and the other friend  
of the dead prince, opposed this ; and maintain-senate, 
.ed, that Fulcinius had no right to intermeddle 
in this affair, in which they themselves should 
less act the part of accusers, than that of wit-
nesses, and agents of Germanicus. Fulcinius 
not to be entirely excluded from a business he was 
fond of, desired, and obtained leave, to accuse 
Piso on account of his former conduct, before 
he was appointed governor of Syria. 

The emperor was supplicated by the accusers 
to try and judge himself this important cause ; 
which the accuser did not decline, dreading the 
disposition the senate and people were in ; and 
knowing Tiberius's resolution in despising vulgar 
inconsiderate rumours, and the part he had in the 
plots and secret orders of his mother. Besides, 
he knew * that a single judge better distinguished 
truth from malicious misinterpretations, than an 
assembly, where hatred and prejudice prevail. 

Tiberius 
• Veraque, aut in deterius credita, judice ab uno filcilms 

xliscerni ; odium et invidiam apucl multos ralere. 

   
  



186 
	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.B. 711.Tiberius was aware of the difficulty and weighs 
ar;. C. 20.0f the trial of so delicatein affair; and was ac-

quainted with what was reported of him on this 
occasion : so that he resolved to take nothing on 
-himself; and only heard, assisted by some friends, 
the menaces of the accusers, and prayers of the 
accused ; and then, without entering into any 
discussion, left the cause to the senate. Drusus 
returned the while from Illyricum, and though 
the senate (as I have said) had decreed him the 
honour of the ovation, he postponed the solemni-
ty, and entered the city. 

PisO, being constrained to make his defence 
before the senate, had great aifficUlty to find ad-
vocates. Tacitus names * five of the most illus-
trious orators of those times, who under Various 
pretences refused him. At last, M. Lepidus, 
L. Piso, and Livineius Regulus, undertook his 
cause. Every body had now their eyes on Germa-
nicus's friends, op the accused, on Tiberius. Ne-
ver was any affair so universally interesting. But 
above all, every one was attentive to Tiberilis's 
behaviour, to see whether he would be so much 
master of himself as to smother his sentiments 
but in case he did, they were pre-guessed, and 
very freely judged of; though secretly, and with 
caution. - 

Tiberius's Tiberius opened the sessions of the senate by discourse. a premeditated discourse ; in which he endea- 
voured to shew a perfect impartiality. He said, 
" That Piso had been the lieutenant, and friend 
of his father Augustus ; and that he himself, by 
the advice of the senate, had appointed him 
co-adjutor to Germanicus in administring the 

affairs 
" One of the five, Marcella Eserninus, appears to be 

that grandson of Pollio, of whom we spoke towards the 
‘Iose of the second book. 
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affairs of the East. That they were now to ex- A.R.Tri. 
amine, with the utmost impartiality, whether inaft C* 2°' 
that employment, he had exasperated the young 
prince by contumacy and bad behaviour ; and 
exulted over his death, or procured it by poison. 
For, added he, if * as a lieutenant, he 'forgot 
his duty to his general, and refused him obedi-

jAence ; if Germanicus's death, and my loss, was 
to Piso a matter of joy and triumph ; I shall de-
test him, and forbid him my house, as my par-
ticular enemy, who has offended me personally, 
but without interposing the authority of the 
prince: But if he is proved guilty of any crime 
that deserves punishment, were it the murder of 
any man whatsoever, in that case, my mother 
and I, and Germanicus's children, demand jus-
tice. The conduct of the accused is also too be 
.scrutinized about another important article. it 
must be examined as to the soldiery, whether he 
behaved in a turbulent and seditious manner to 
them ; and endeavoured to win their affection by 
methods contrary to discipline ; and whether he 
attempted to resume, by force of arms, the go-
vernment of Syria; or whether these allegations 
are: untrue or exaggerated by his accusers. 
For I think I have reason to complain of 
them too, and to blame their excessive heat in 
this affair. 	Whether tended it, to expose 
the naked corpse at Antioch, to invite the 
eye of the public to examine it strictly, and 

' to spread the report of the poisoning among 
foreign nations, since the fact'is at this time du- 

bious 
* Nam si Legatus officii terminos, oqsequium erga Impe-

ratorem exuit, ejusdemque morte et luctu mee hetatus est 
odero, seponamque a domo mea, et privatas 
non Principis, ulciscar. Sin facinus in cujuscumque morta, 
lium nece vindicanduca detegitur, vos vero et libcros Ger

4  . tnanici, et,nos parentes, jussis solatiis adficite, 	 ‘  
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A. R.Ili.bious and under examination ? I bewail my son, 
eft. C. 20. and shall ever bewail him ; but I will not hinder 

the accused from using every method to justify 
his innocence, though at the expence of Germani-
cus himself, if he has been in fault. And I beg 
of you, fathers, however great my interest may.  
be  in this business, not to consider a crime im-' 
puted, as a crime proved. You, whom affinity 
or friendship have induced to undertake the de-
fence of the accused, employ all your eloquence 
And zeal to extricate him out of this dangerous 
situation. To the same activity and firmness I 
exhort the accusers. The only privilege beyond 
the common course of law that we grant to Ger-
manicus's memory is, that the inquest concern* 
ing his death be held before the senate, and not 
before the ordinary tribunal. In every thing else, 
let the common methods take place. Let none 
regard Drusus's tears, or my affliction, nor the 
malicious reports concerning us." 

The time was then fixed for the pleadings ; 
'len ing' two days were allowed the accusers, and, after an 

interval of six days, three to the accused. Ful-
cinius began with stale, impertinent facts; ad-
vancing that Piso, when he was Augustus'.s lieu-
tenant in Spain, had ill-performed his duty both 
to prince and people ; having plundered the one, 
and rendered himself suspected of acting contra-
ry to the service of the other ; vain allegations, 
which were useless, whether proved or refuted, 
because the decision of the cause depended on 
quite other things. 

Piso's real adversaries were, Serveus, Veranius, 
and Vitellius, and in particular the last, who 

equalled 
* Nemo Drusi laerkmas, nemomcestitiam meain Ipeetet, 

nee siqua in nos adverse finguntur. , 
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equalled the others in zeal, and surpassed them A.R.111. 
in eloquence. They proved, that Piso, in hatred aft.C. 20,  
to Germanicus, and through ambitious views, 
had corrupted the soldiers, by tolerating in them 
licentiousness and the oppression of the provin-
cials ; and that in return, by the most profligate, 
he was styled Father cf the legions. That on the 
,contrary, he had studiously misbehaved to the 
best subjects, and particularly to the friends of 
Germanicus, and such as were attached to him. 
They added, that he had also murdered Germa-
nicus by sorcery and poison ; and instanced the 
magic sacrifices performed by Piso and Plan-
cina. And finally, they accused him of having 
begun a Ae civil war ; so that before he could 
be brought to be tried, it had been necessary 
to defeat him in a pitched battle. 

The accused but ill defended himself on most 
of these heads : only the charge of poison he 
cleared himself of. What his accusers themselves 
alledged, did not seem probable. They said, 
That Piso dining with Gormanicus, and being. 
on the same couch, had, with his hands, poisoned 
the meat of the prince. Was it likely that he 
should dare commit such a crime in a strange 
house, watched by so many curious, suspicious 
persons, and even under Germanicus's eve ? And 
Piso, as secure of his innocence, offered his slaves 
to be racked, and required the same of such of 
the princes as waited at that entertainment. But 
his judges, for different reasons, were implacable; 
the emperor on account of the war he had rais-
ed in the province; and the senate could not be 
convinced that Gcrmanicus's death was without 

fraud 
4' Petitam armis Pcmpublicam; utque revs agi p9sset 

acie victum. 
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A. R. 771. fraud and crime. . And from without, were beard 
aft. C. 20. the cries of the people, who protested, that if 

the criminal escaped the condemnation of the se-,  
nate, they would with their own hands do them-
*selves justice. They were already going to drag 
Piso's statue to the * Gemonix, and to break 
them to pieces, had not Tiberius sent a party of 
soldiers, who rescued, and replaced them. Piso, 
when he came out of the senate, got into a lit-
ter, and was reconducted to his house by a tri-
bune of a pretorian cohort, whom many sup-
posed to have orders to put him to death. But, 
it appeared by the event, that this officer was, 
on the contrary, intended to escort and protect 
him from the insults of the populace. 

Plancina was not less odious to the public than 
her husband, but she had more secret favour. Li-
via took her under her protection ; and it was 
thought that the emperor could not get the bet-
ter of such an obstacle. As long as Piso had any 
hopes, Plancina declared to him, that she was 
resolved to share his fortune,and accompany him, 
if necessary, even in death. But wheh she found 
things go ill, she altered her way of thinking, 
and having by Livia, secretly secured her own 
pardon, she by degrees separated her interest 
from her husband's, and prepared a particular 
defence, as if she bad had another cause. 

Piso comprehended that this was the signal of 
his destruction ; and doubted whether he should 
make any further efforts. However, through 
the exhortation and entreaties of his sons, he once 
more ventured to appear before the senate. f He 

there 

'The place to which were dragged the bodies of such 
criminals as had suffered public punishment. 

Redintegratamque accusationem, infensas Patrunt vo-
pese  adverse et smva cuncta perpessus, nullo magis exterri 
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there suffered every hardship and indignity, the 
accusation renewed with greater vehemence, the aft.C. 2o. 

,menaces of the enraged senators. But nothing 
so effectually discouraged him as to see Tiberius 
' cool, unmoved, without compassion or anger, 
close, and impenetrable. 

When he returned home, he set to writing-, 
!f he had been preparing somewhat for his next deat  la 

day's defence ; and when he had sealed the pa-
per, he gave it to a freed-man. He then bathed, 
and sat down to table ; and late in the night, 
his wife having left the chamber, he ordered the 
door to be shut. And in the morning he was 
found with .his throat cut, his sword lying by 
him on the floor. 

Tacitus says, that he had heltd from old men, 
who were alive at the time of these transactions, 
that more than once in Piso's hands was seen a. 
bundle of papers which he never made public, 
and which, as his friends reported, contained 
Tiberius's orders against Germanicus ; and that 
Piso had resolved to produce them in the se-
nate, and accuse the emperor face to face, but 
for the hollow promises of Sejanus ; and that he 
Lad not killed himself, but that an agent of Ti-
berius had come and dispatched him in his 
house. Suetonius agrees in the orders given by r. 
Tiberius to Piso, and his determination to use 
them in his own justification. 

I scarce know what stress is to be laid on these 
rumours, which seemed to suppose, the truth of 
the poisoning, of which there was no evidence 
in-oduced at the trial. And I shall go by what 
appeared to the public, without making any con-
jectures. 

Tiberius 
tus est, quam quod Tibrium sine miseratione, sine ira, ob-
alinatam, chtUsumpte vidit, ne quo affectu perrumperetur. 
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A.C.77). Tiberius assumed an air Of sadness to the se= 
zo-nate, 'and complained that Piso's bloody death' 

might alienate their affections from him. The 
Tee.  a 16.  freed-man, who brought him the writing that 

Piso had drawn up a little before his death, be-
ing produced, Tiberius asked him many ques-
tions about all the circumstances of the last hours 
of his patron's life : after which, he read thu 
writing aloud ; wherein Piso said as follows : 
" Oppressed by * calumny, and a combination of 
my enemies, I call the immortal gods to witness, 
Cesar, that I have never departed from the loy-
alty I owed you, nor from the profound respect 
I ought to pay your mother ; and I beseech you 
both to have mercy on my sons. Cn. Piso, the 
elder, has had no share in the transactions that 
cceasion my present situation, as he was at Rome 
the whole time I W118 absent from it. M. Piso 
did not approve of my return to Syria : and I 
wish that I had yielded to the opinion of my 
young son, rather than he to the authority of his 
ancient father. Hence. I more earnestly intreat 
you not to suffer him who is innocent to bear 
the punishment of my rashness. By forty-five 
years service, by our fellowship in the consul- 

ship, 
• Conspiratione inimicorum et invidia falsi criminis op-

pressus, quatenus veritati et innocentire mese nusquam lo-
ens est, deos immortales testor vixisse me, Cresar, cum fid0 
adversum te, .neque alia in matrem tuam pietate: vosque 
oro liberis mcis consulatis : cx quibus Cn. Piso qualicunque 
forturre mea• non est adjunctus, quum omne hoc tempus 
in urbe egerit. M. Piso repetere Syriam dehortatus est 
atque utinam ego potius fill() juveni quam ille patri seni 
cessisset ! Eo mmensins precor ne mere pravitatis poems 
innoxins luat. Per quinque et quadraginta annorum obse-
quinm, per collegmm consulatus, divo Augusto parenti tuo 
probatus, et tibi amicus, nee quidquam post haec rogaturus, 
salutem infelicis flii rogo. 

Piso had been colleague with Tiberius in his second 
eonsuhhip, A. E. 745. 
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ship, I beg you to grant the life of an unfortuh-A.11.171. 
ate son to a father, who has been honoured with aft. C. 20S 
Augustus's esteem, who has been your friend, 
and who will never ask any other favour." Of 
Plancina, Piso said nothing. 

Tiberius condescended to his request about his 
younger son. Ho excused M. Piso, as having 
orders from his father, which a son Could not 
disobey. 	He likewise bewailed that noble 
house ; and even the miserable end of the ac- 
cused ; who, however to blame, was to be pitied. 

He afterwards * interceded for Plancina, with pa. r,6117; 
an air of shame and confusion, alledging the im-saved°  at 
portunity of his mother ; against whom the best Livileg err• 
people secretly murmured with no little indigna-treaty. 
tion. " What, said they, is the murdress of the 
grandson admitted to the sight and intimacy oi 
the grandmother, and by her snatched from the 
vengeance of the senate To Germanicus alone 
is denied what the laws grant to every citizen. 
What a contrast Veranius and Vitellius prose- 
cute the murderers of the emperor's son ; Tibe- 
rius and Livia defend and rescue her ! Plancina 
might now turn her successful poisons against 
Agrippina and her children ; and satiate the un- 
natural uncle and grandmother with the blood 
of that unhappy family." Tiberius's intentiort 
was not to' pardon Plancina himself, but to get 
her acquitted by the senate. Therefore two days 

were 
Pro Plancina cttut pudore et -flagitio disseruit, matris,  

preces.obtendens : in quam optimi cujusque secreti qucstus 
magis ardescebant. Id ergo fas avile interfectricem nepo-
tis adspicere, adloqui, eripere.Senatui ! Quod pro omnibut, 
civibus leges obtineant, uni Germanico non coutigisse ! 
Vitellii et Veranii voce defletum Cxsarem, ab Imperatork 
et Augusta defensam Plancinam ! Proinde venena et artes 
tam feliciter expertas verteret In Agrippinam et liberos tjus, 
egregiamque avian ao patruum sanguine miserrinhe downs 
exsatiaret. 
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A. R. 771. were spent in trying, or rather in making believe 
aft. C. 20. they were trying her. The emperor pressed 

Piso's sons to defend their mother ; the accusers 
pleaded, the witnesses were examined against 
her : and as•nobody answered for her, her con-
dition rather excited compassion than hatred. 
At last the suffrages were collected. 

Opinion or The consul Aurelius Cotta, who was first ask- 
the consul, Cd, was of opinion, "" That the name of Piso 
moderated 
by ibe- should be razed out of the annals ; that half of 
ritts. 	his fortune should be confiscated, and the other 

half granted to Cn. Piso; his elder son, upon 
condition he changed his name ; that M. Piso 
should be divested of his senatorial dignity, and 
banished for ten years, with an allowance of five, 
millions of sesterces out of his father's forfeited 
estate: and that Plancina's life and fortune should 
be granted to Livia's intercession." 

Tiberius softened in most particulars the rigour 
of this opinion. He was not for striking Piso's 
name out of the annals, since, as he said, that of 
Mark Antony, who made war on his country, and 
that of Julius Antonius, who had by adultery dis-
honoured Augustus's house, still continued there. 
He exempted M. Piso from degradation, and left 
hint his paternal inheritance. For confiscations, 
which were often afterwards the objects of the 
rapaciousness of bad princes, little influenced Ti-
berius. He was not avaricious ; and on the pre-
sent.occasion, the shame of having brought off 
Plancina, made him milder than usual. In con-
sequence hereof, Valerius Messalinus and Cecina 
Severus, having proposed, the one to consecrate 
in the temple of Mars, the avenger a golden sta-
tue of that god, and the other to erect an altar to 
revenge, Tiberius intervened, saving, that such 
monmoents were proper for perpetuating foreign 

victories, 
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rictories, but that domestic evils should be bu- A.R.-nI: 
ried in oblivion. Alessalin us had added, that pub- aft. C. 
ic thanks should be given to Tiberius, Livia, 

Antonia, Agrippina, and Drusus, for having re-.  
-ienged Germanicus's death : but had omitted 
Claudius. The simple Claudius, who was then 
only a Roman knight; made so small a figure in 
the state, though Germanicus's brother, that he 
was overlooked. L. Asprenas, however took no-
tice of the, omission of his name, and it was then 
added in the decree. Upon which Tacitus makes 
this reflection : " For * my part, says he, • the 
more I revolve the events of late or of old, the 
more I am persuaded that the affairs of mortals 
are the sport of superior powers. For in the 
opinion, hopes, and veneration of the public, 
all nien Were rather destined to the empire than 
he whom fortune then regetved for it in thii 
dark." Instead of a blind capricious power, such 
as fortune, piit providence, who mocks human 
schemes, and by hidden, but infallible ways, 
executes its unerring designs ; and nothing can 
be juster than Tacitus's reflection. 

Tiberius;  soon after, proposed to the senate to Pigo's ac-
prefer to the priesthood Vitellius, Veranius, and cv,u,,,s181"-  
Servens, as a reward for their zeal. To Fulcinius, 
he promised his interest towards preferment; but 
advised him to be moderate in the use of his ta-
lents, and to take care that by going too fast he 
did not fall into some precipice. It appears in the 
sequel that Fulcinins neglected this advice. Thus: 
ended the pursuit of the vengeance for the death 

of i  
4  Alibi, (panto plura reeentium seu veterum revolvo, 

taut° magis ludibria rerun' mortalium cunctis in negotiia 
obversantur. Quippe fama, spe, veneratione, potius 
ices deslinabantur imperio, quam quern titturum principem. 
fortune in occult°.  to-that. 

VOL. 
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A. R.771. of Germanicus, which was variously talked of 
aft. C. 20. at that time, and has always continued ambigu-

ous : so * obscure, says Tacitus, are the highest 
transactions and most important, while some hold 
for certain facts the first hearsays, and others dis- • 
guise the truth they know ; and both are swal-
lowed by posterity. After all, then, it is uncertain. 
whether Germanicus was poisoned or no. But it 
is very certain, that Piso, who was the instru-
ment of Tiberius's malice, by fatiguing, morti-
fying, and vexing Germanicus every possible 
way (if he did nothing more), was punished by 
the very prince he had served. A memor able 
example of divine justice, and of the imprudent 
temerity of courtiers ! 

SECT. HI. 

Drusus' s ovation. Death of Vipsania his mother, 
Lepida accused and condemned. Death of Quiri-
nitts. D. 5'ilwts obtains leave to return to 
Rome. Moderations and restrictions of the law, 
.Papia Poppea. The eldest of Germanicus's sons 
puts on the virile robe. His marriage. Death 
of Sallust, the emperor's minister. Consulship 
of the father and son. 1111 Tiberius's colleagues 
in the consulship perished miserably. Tiberius 
absents himself from Rome. Dispute between 
Corbulo and L. S'ylla. Corbulo blamed in a-
nother kind of affair. Cecina Severus's proposi-
tion rcfreted. An enormous and tyrannic abuse 
repressed. Drums acquires great good-will on 
that account. Accusations of high treason. 

Incredible 
• Adeo maxima quirque ambigua stint, dum alii quoquo. 

modo audita pro compertis jiabent, alii vera in contrariura 
vertunt : et gli*cit utrumq6e posteritate. 
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Incredible lengths that they are carried to. Con-
demnation and death of Lutorius Priscas. Law 
that defers for ten days the execution of the 
judgments of the senate. Commotions in 
Thrace. Revolt in Gaul. Alarm that the news 
of it produces at Rome. Tranquillity of Tibe-
rius. Sacrovir, chief of the Eduans, defeated 
by Sillies. Tiberius acquaints the senate by let-
ter, with the beginning and end of the war at 
the same time. Base flattery of a senator. Ti-
berius makes frequent delusive projects ofjour-
nies. War of Tacfarinas in Africa. He is 
beat by Furius Camillus. He thfiats a Roman 
cohort. It is decimated by order (dr the proconsul 
Apronius. The civic crown given by the empe-
ror to a soldier. Tacfarinas is driven back 
again into the deserts. Junius Brutus named 
to succeed Apronius. He gains great advan-
tages, but does not terminate the war. Tibe-
rius bestows on him the triumphal ornaments, 
and the title fImperator. 

DRUSUS bad deferred (as we have said) A.R. 771. 
the honour of the ovation which had been aft. C. o. 

nI decreed him, not being willing to interrupt the D sues  
grand affair that busied the whole city. The  

TaC.
2tionr 

ancient formalities were yet so strictly observed, iii. 
that, as by entering Rome he had lost his com- 
mand, which was necessary in the day of cere- 
mony, he was obliged to go out of the walls, 
and renew the auspices ; and presently after he 
re-entered with the pomp of the minor tri- 
umph. 

A few days after died Vipsania his mother z - Death of of all the children of Agrippa the only one Viphania 
permitted to make a pacific:: end. The deaths °ibis mother. 

411 the rest were either violent, or premature. 
2 	 The 
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A.R.771.The two young Cesars, Caius and Lucius, were 
C. '2o.caeried oil' in the flower of their age ; not with- 

out suspicion of being poisoned. Tiberius as-
sassinated Agrippa Posthumus. In the sequel of 
this history we shall see Julia perish lamentably 
in banishment, and Agrippina die of hunger. . 
If Agrippa had not raised himself above the ob-
scure condition of his ancestors, it' he had never 
been Augustus's son-in-law, his family had been 
less unfortunate. 

1.,„phia  ac. The accusation and condemnation of an illu- 
cused and strious lady, though guilty, excited the compas- condemn- • sion of the people. She was named Lepida, des- 
1". ill. 22. cendcd consequently from the fEmilii on the fa-

ther's side, and was also great-grand-daughter of 
Pompey and Sylla. Augustus had once intended 
her for wife to the youngest of his adopted sons, 
L. Cesar ; but the death of that prince prevented 
this intended alliance. She had been married 
snore than once, and in the last place * to Sul-
picius Quirinius (of whom we have had occasion 
to speak in the preceding reign) a man of an ob-
scure birth, but who by his talents and services, 
had raised himself to the first dignities of the 
state. Lepida, whose conduct was not irreproach-
able, easily displeased her old husband. He re-
pudiated her ; and retaining afterwards a warm 
resentment, accused her of imposing a false birth 
on him, and of poisoning, as well as of adul-
tery ; and, to complete all, of high treason : for 
it w as pretended that she had consulted with 

Astro- 
* I suppose Quirinius was the last of Lepida'A husbands, 

becaufre I see lie accuses her of imposing a false birth, which 
seeing to agree with a recent divorce. Suetonius says be 
sceused her twenty years rifler he had been divorced from 
her ; 	ich is a circumstance that Tacitus shuuld not 
It.tve (omitted, if true. 
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astrologers about the fortune and family of the A.R.771. 
Cesars. 	 aft. C. 20. 

Tiberius, according to custom, behaved in 
this affair very ambiguously; and interwove signs 
of clemency and anger so artificially, that nobody 
could dive into his secret disposition. He de-
clared, that he did not think that high treason 
was included in the charge, and in fact did not 
suffer Lepida's slaves to be examined by torture 
on that head. But at the same time he encour-
aged several of the witnesses toexplain themselves 
as to the very facts which he appeared desirous 
to have suppressed. He excused Drusus from 
voting first, which, as consul elect, he should 
have done ; in which he might have had two 
views : for it might be thought, that he thereby 
intended to preserve thefreedom of the suffrages, 
which would have been influenced, if the senti-
ments of the emperor's son were immediately 
known ; but on the other side, if his intentions 
bad been favourable to Lepida, he would not 
have left to others the acquittal of her. 

'While the trial was depending, some public 
games having been exhibited in Pompey's thea-
tre, Lepida went there accompanied with other 
ladies of great quality ; and with doleful lamen-
tations invoking her ancestors, and particularly 
Pompey, whose remembrance the place itself re-
called, she* 54) much aflected the spectators, that 
they all rose up, and with tears uttered dire im-
precations on, and cruel invectives against Qui - 
rimus. They reproached him with his low birth, 
his great interest, which arose only from his be- 

ing 
91' Tantum miserieordim commovit, ut ens; in lacrymas 

u.-eva et detestanda Quiriniu clamitarent, cujus benecta:, at-
(we orbitati, et obscurisimse domui, destinata quondam uxor 
L. Ciesari, ac divo Augu-sto 	dederetur. Tac. 
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A.R.771.ing rich, old, and childless, and this vile abuse 
aft. C. 20. of it in ruining an illustrious lady ; judged by 

Augustus worthy of the honour of being his 
daughter-in-law. However, Lepida's irregula-
rities having been proved at the trial, the judg-
ment of itubelhus Blandus, for banishing her, 
was agreed to by the majority. And it was ob-
served, that Drusus assented to this sentence, 
though other senators had proposed a milder. Ba-
nishment included confiscation ; but at the en-
treaty of Scaurus, who had a daughter by Lepida, 
that part of the punishment was remitted. After. 
every thing was settled, Tiberius declared, that. 
it appeared from the examinations of Quirinius's 
slaves, that she had attempted to poison him. 

Dea th o 
Quiriniu

f  
s. 	Quirinius was a favourite of Tiberius, because 

Toc. 4,m  he bast given him proofs of his respect and at- 
iii. 

	

	tachment at a critical time, that is, while he was 
at Rhodes. We have seen that Lollius, gover-
nor to C. Caesar, Augustus's adopted son, set the 
young prince againstTiberius. Quirinius, when 
he succeeded Lollius, behaved quite otherw ise. 
Tiberius always remembered this ; and that con-: 
sideration undoubtedly gave great weight to Qui-
rini us's prosecution against Lepida. He therefore 
obtained his revenge ; but did not long enjoy it : 
for he died the next year ; little regretted by the 
public, who never forgave him 'Lepida's alliiir, 
and despised hint as an old miser, whose interest 
did them no good. Tiberius, on the contrary, 
having acquainted the senate with the reasons of 
his esteem for Quirinius, had, notwithstanding 
his obscure birth, the honour of a public funeral 
decreed him. 1 now resume the series of facts. 

n. Sihriu8  TWO of the first families in Roane were now in obtains 
leave to i 111011/ ring at the same time ; the Calpurnian. Roe to house for the death of Piso, an(' the Emilian for Rome. 	 the 
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the banishment of Lepida. In these circum-A.R. 771. 
stances, it was some consolation to the nobility,aft• C.  20. 
to see D. Silanus restored to the Junian family. 
He had been one of the corrupters of Julia, Au-
gustuesgrand-daughter; and though that prince, 
thus exasperated, had only broke all friendship 
with him, according to the simplicity of the an-
tient Romans, Decimus thought he should but 
'act prudently in going into voluntary exile ; 
which he continued as long as Augustus lived. 
When he saw Tiberius succeed him, he ventured 
to solicit the senate and•prince for leave to re-
turn, by the means of his brother i\1. Silanus, 
whose eloquence and quality made him very con- 
siderable. This leave he obtained : Decimus re- 
turned to Rome; and when Marcus gave thanks 
to Tiberius in the senate, the emperor replied, 
" That he himself also rejoiced at his brother's 
return from his long travels. That nothing 
ought to have hindered his doing so before, since 
there was no decree of the senate, nor judgment 
against him. He added, that he should not ne- 
vertheless, be reconciled to Decimus ; that he re- 
tained the remembrance of his father's just re- 
sentment against him : and that this return was 
not to be considered as an abrogation of Angus- 
tus's intention." D. Silanus continued after- 
wards at Rome, but without prefermeM. 

Some qualifications were afterwards proposed 3.h dera- 
to the law Papia Poppea, made by A tilist r̀:`,";,!;:t„nd,„, 
against bachelors. This law was good in its( :?:*0  u law 
and the 	abiNe it punished, equally destruct (% c Pt1:1')teii 
rf morality and the increase of citizens, proved 

by 

* I mean the celibacy of the ancient Romans. For con.. 
tinency was not attacked by the law Pappin Poppet]. That 
virtue was scarce kn Am among the heathens ; and AnguF. 
las would have opposed a chimera in opposing it. 
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A.R.m.by its obstinacy the necessity of the remedy, 
aft.C. 20. For celibacy was always in vogue, notwithstand-

ing the severity of this law. Besides the attrac-
tion of liberty, or rather libertinism, which bru-
tally pursued pleasure, and avoided domestic 
cares, and the' education of children, nothing 
was more comfortable than the situation of a 
rich man at Rome without children. Every one 
paid their court to him ; and the hopes of being 
well placed in his will, procured him friends, 
interest, and Power. 

It therefore Was worthy of Augustus's wisdom 
to set bounds to so pernicious and obstinate a 
disorder. But, as all things have their inconveL 
niencies, the Papia Poppean law gave occasion to 
an infinity of vexations. It invited informers by 
its rewards, in common with the other penal 
laws of the Romans ; and that temptation put in 
motion a multitude of greedy men, who, by 
forced and malicious interpretations, extending 
the law to cases the legislator never thought of, 
gave great trouble to the Romans in the city, 
in Italy, and throughout the empire; ruined fa-.  
milies, and terrified those they did not attack ; 
so that Tiberius was obliged to establish a com-
mission, composed of five who AN ere formerly 
consuls, five who had been pretors, and five se—

Miters of lower rank, who made thereto divers 
restrictions and qualifications, and thus render-
ed it less heavy and oppressive. 

i he olderr 	Nero the eldest of Germanicus's sons, was now 
'rific(u4,7.)",;", grown up ; and Tiberiti, after having recom-
pliem he mended him to the senate, asked for him a dis-

rube. pensation fiom executing the office of the vigin-
tivirate. if, which was the first di-gree of honour ;, 

and, 
* The'vigirtivirate cow prehc nd«1 Cr'icrent functimls, $m.1 

q:as, ns al* word in:ports, a 4'011ege of twenty rorgistrr,tes ; 
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and that be might have leave to suc for the ques-
torship live years sooner than the laws directed.aft.C.2°. 
He enforced his request by reasons and exam-
ples„ saying, That he himself, and his brother, 
had obtained the same favour, by Augustus's 
recommendation. 

Tacitus. assures us, that the senators secretly 
ridiculed this modest language of Tiberius; and 
even suspects that the like requests did not ap-
pear less delusive, or more serious, in Augustus's 
mouth. It is very ceitain, that these princes 
had no fears of a refusal ; and that they might 
have commanded what they chose to request of 
the senate. But it was, however, an homage 
paid to the ancient right of the republic, which 
they thereby supposed not annihilated. 

Nero received at the same time the priesthood ; 
and the day he put on the manly habit, the em-
peror, his grandfather, made a donative to the 
people, who exulted to see some of Germanicus's 

at the age of manhood. Their joy was 
also heightened by his * marriage with -Julia, ins 
Drusih's daughter. But on the other side, they age. 
took it very ill, that Claudius's son, who was yet 
a child, was destined to marry the daughter of 
Sejanus, which alliance was rightly judged be-
neath the imperial family. But it never took ef- she. 
f(•et, the young prince being killed soon after by xxvii. 

tin 

that is, of three, who presided at the executions of cri-
minals, Triumviri capilules ; three that took care of the 
coinage, Triumviri mondales ; four who superintended the 
streets of Rome, (,Norton iri rurandarun vi,•artini, and ten 
who judged the ( entinnviral causes, Deconviri ailititiles Judi-
rai7dis. Din, 1. liv.  

* It was said before, that Germanicus's eldest son wan 
to marry the daughter of Cretieus Silanus. And history 
does not inform us Why that match broke off. 
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A.R. 77t. an uncommon accident. He was playing with R. 
aft. C. 20. pear, which having thrown up in the air, he 

caught it in his mouth; but it went so far into 
his throat that it chocked him. 

Death of 	At the end of this year died Sallust, the sue- 
Sallust the cessor and rival of Mecenas, under whom he had 
emeror' 
minpisters acted a second part in the ministry. He was 

grandson of a sister of Salltist the historian, who 
adopted him. He continued satisfied, like Me-
cenas, with the order of knighthood ; without 
accepting of honours, though he surpassed in. 
power many of the consularies. Like him, he 
was too, a man of pleasure, and united effemi-
nacy of manners and vigour of mind. He had 
long the chief confidence of Augustus, and af-
terwards that of Tiberius, who employed him 
to make away with Agrippa Posthumus. And, 
that his resemblance to Aleeenas may be per-
fect, he, like him, outlived his interest. 

Tiberius was consul the following year with 
his son Drusus. 

A.R.112. 	TI. CAESAR AUGUSTUS IV. 
aft. C. 21. 	DRUSUS CAESAR II. 

Consulship This consulship of the father and son is a re- 
of the fa- markable event. Three years before, Tiberius 
ther and 
6011. 	and Germanicus were colleagues in that office. 

But the tics of blood between them were not so 
near, and their hearts were widely disunited. 

All Tibe- 	Another more remarkable observation, is that 
ti US'S col- the being collearrue in the consulship with Tibe- league., in 6 	.n 
the consul- 	sLemcd productive of destruction. He was 
616P P' consul five times, and his five colleagues all pe-. Joh,1 
nrrably. IiShed miserably. Varus, the colleague of his 

first consulship, was reduced by the Germans to 
kill himself. We have just related the unhappy' 
fates of Piso and Geruianicus,' his colleagues in 

tit(' 
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{ the second and third consulship. Drusus, his A.R.172. 
`the 

in the fourth, we shall soon seea". 21' 
dispatched by poison. And in Tiberius's fifth 
consulship, his colleague was Sejanus, whose hor-
rible catastrophe nobody is ignorant of. 

Tiberius, in the beginning of his fourth con- Tiberius 
sulship, absented himself from Borne; and retir- ahbfin%tif' 
ed to Campania, as it were, to re-establish his from  
health. Since he was emperor he bad scarce lost • r°" 'A,,,, 
sight of Rome. For the first two years he neveriii. 31.  
set his foot out of the gates. Afterwards, he3's;" 7".  
took some short journies; but never went far-
ther than Antium. That I now speak of was 
longer, and to a greater distance from the capital. 
Perhaps, he even then meditated the project of Tar. 
a, perpetual absence, which he executed some 
years afterwards ; and had a mind to accustom 
the Romans to it by degrees ; perhaps, he only 
intended to give his son an opportunity of exe-
cuting alone the consulship. And the young 
prince acquired, in fact, reputation in an 
which, though of small consequence in the be-
ginning, yet at last, engaged the whole senate. 

Corbulo, who afterwards signalized himsellpitmPute 
at the head of the armies; complained to the se- c̀orilei: 
nate of L. Sylla, a young man of great familyas11- 
(as his name demonstrates), because at a public' 
spectacle he would not yield him place. He had 
for him the rights of age, custom, and the in-
terest of all the old men. Sylla was supported 
by Mamercus Scaurus, L. Aruntius, and hia 
other relations. :Many warm speeches were made 

. on both sides; and examples were quoted from 
antiquity, where the audacity of youth bad been 
restrained by severe decrees, whenever it forgot 

'the respect due to the pre-eminence of age. But. 
Drusus reconciled every body, and spokeg‘rveitalti 
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A.R.T72. great wisdom and moderation; and at last, Ma-
aft.C. 21. mercus, who was both uncle to Sylla, and hus- 

band to his mother, made satisfaction to Corbu- 
lo in the name of his nephew and son-in-law. 

Corbulo 	The same Corbulo, whose temper was active. 
blamed in and ardent, represented to the senate, that the 
another d. roads were ill kept up, andin bad order, through 

the fraud of the undertakers, and the negligence 
of the magistrates ; and took on himself to rec-
tify these abuses. The roads' are an object of 
public good, well worthy the attention and zeal 
Of such a man as Corbulo. But he is accused 
of being too rigorous. He prosecuted many 
persons, whose fortunes and reputations he ruin- 

Bio.1. lb:. ed. We shall see him resume the same affair 
under Caligula, in order to satisfy the avidity 
of that prince, and raise himself to the consul-
ship. This is a blot in his character. 

Cecina Sevcrus proposed another project of 
Cecina,  se- reformation. He was for having the senate or- 
positsiosrZder, conformably to ancient practice, that gene- 
J
T

ct
e.
od  
ii
.
i. 33. 

rals and governors should not carry their wives 
with them abroad. The whole senate was 
against this proposal ; winch was particularly 
combated by Valerius Messalinus, son of the ora-
tor Mcssala, and in some degree, inheritor of his 
eloquence. The reader may see in Tacitus the 
arguments on both sides. I shall content myself 
with observing, that Drusus was of the same opi-
nion as the generality. He declared, that in the 
journies he might take for the service of his fa-
ther, and good of the empire, he should be sor-
ry to be parted from Livilla, with whom he liv-
ed in perfect union, and by whom he had three 
children. Livilla, by her conduct, ill answered 
the tenderness and esteem that Drusus shelved 
for her in the senate. 

T 1 ie. 
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The absence of Tiberius seems to have en- A.11.112. 
couraged the senaLors to speak and aet. with nu-aft. C. 21. 
usual freedom. Every body stomacned, though ntlues":nrd- 
no one durst rectify, an enormous and tyramuctyrannic 
abuse, introduced under the shadow of respectapbresulewre: 
to the emperor's person. The most profligate 
wretches, laying hold of a statue or representa-
tion of the emperor, could with impunity vent 
their invectives and calumnies against the best 
men ; and. the freed-men too, mid very slaves, 
thus protected, insulted and menaced their pa-
trolls and masters ; and instead of being afraid 
of them, became, on the contrary formidable to 
them. C. Cestius was the interpreter of the ge- 
neral grief and indignation. He remonstrated 
to the senate, " That * princes were gods on. 
earth ; but that the gods themselves only grant-
ed just prayers ; and that no body was suffered 
to retire into the capitol, or any other temple or 
Rome, in order to commit, under the protection 
of religion, all sorts of crimes. He added, that 
the laws had now no force, but were annihilat-. 
ed, since a woman, whom he had convicted of 
forgery, had publicly assaulted and threatened 
him at the door of the senate-house, without his 
daring to prosecute her, because she protected 
herself with the emperor's image." 

When one senator had ventured tp speak what 
the rest thought, he did not want partizans : 
many related the like, or more atrocious facts, 
and they all desired Drusus to make an exam- 
ple. He complied with their reasonable request: 
and Annia Rufilla, the woman Cestius complain- 

ed 

Principes quidem instar deorum esse. Sed neque t 
diis nisi justas supplicum preces audiri, neque quemquam 
in Capitolium, aliave urbis templa perfugere, ut eo sub," 
Clio ad Uagitia utatar. Tac. iii. 86. 
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A.R.112. cd of, was sent for, convicted, and put in prison. 
aft. C.21. At the same time, two Boman knights, who had 

falsely accused a pretor of high-treason, were, 
punished by a decree of the senate, with the em-
peror's approbation. 

Dru
g

s sc. These two acts of justice were very agreeable quir 
great good to the public. The * merit of. them was attri- 
will on that buted to Drusus ; who being in the city, in the account. way of hearing people's talk, and of knowing 

himself the manner of thinking of the citizens, 
softened the rigour that a melancholy solitude in-
spired his father with. And, as vice is not dis-
pleasing to men but when it hurts them, people 
were not of 	at his giving into pleasure. 
" Let him be thus employed, said they ; let him 
spend his days at the public slims, and his nights 
in feasting ; rather than in solitude, withdrawn 
from every amusement, in fostering black cares, 
and a malignant activity." 

Amiss. 	And in truth, neither Tiberius nor the inform- 
Cons or ers were idle. Accusations t of high-treason ac- 
sun. 

	

	companied and completed all others. Tacitus 
gives here instances of two illustrious men accus-
ed, one of extortion, and the other of adultery, 
to who.,e impeachment was also added, in order 
to make sure of their destruction, the I crime of 

Incredible all those who are without crime. lengths This tyranny increased by degrees to an incre- that they 
were ear- dible excess. It is little to say, that the slips 
tied to. 	 of Suet. TiL 

• Utrumque in laudem Drusi trabebatur ; ab eo, in urbe 
inter emtus et scrmones homintun obversante, secreta pa-
tris mitigari. Neque luxus in juvenc ndeo displicebat. 
Hue potius intenderet ; diem editionibus, noctem conviviis 
traheret ; quum solos, et nullis voluptatibus avocatus, 
In :stain vigilantiam, et mains curas exerceret. 

t Quod tum omnium accusationuni complement= erat. 
Tae. 

Unicum crimcn eorum qui crimine vacabant. Plin. Paneg. 
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of * wine, and innocent jests, were laid hold of ; 
it was a capital crime, even to chastise a slave aft. C*21. 
near a statue or picture of Augustus ; .to have 
stripped there to change do:11s ; or to have • 
carried to a necessary, a coin, or stone, that bore 
the image of the emperor. 

I should scarce venture to insert a story from,s,eth 1  it  I.  
Seneca, did not the example of that grave phi- 

, 

losopher authorize me ; and were it not proper 
to shew what the base malice of informers is ca-
pable of, when countenanced by those in power. 

Paulus, who had been pretor, had, at an en-
tertainment a ring on, that bore a relief of Ti-
berius. I should make myself ridiculous, says 
Seneca, to look out for a circumlocution for ex-
pressing that he had occasion to use a chamber-
pot ; and did not think of the ring on his finger. 
This was attentively observed by one Maro, a 
notorious informer, who was in company. But 
luckily the same observation was made by a 
faithful slave through an opposite motive ; who 
secretly drew the ring off his master's finger. 
Already Maro had planned his impeachment, 
and challenged as witnesses all who were pre-
sent, when the slave produced to them the ring. 

Tiberius thus verified the disadvantageousr• 
judgment made of him by the public in the be-
ginning of his reign. For being then informed 
of the bad reports spread about concerning him, 
and of the satyrical verses made on him, he at-
tributed their origin to ill temper, and an inordi-
nate love of independence ; .nay, he almost glo-
ried in them, and alluding to, and correcting 
the ilunous saying of Atreus, " Let ± them hate 

me, 
Excipiebatur ebriorum sermo, simplicitas jocautimn. 

Sen. de Beruf iii. 26. 
t Oderiut, dum probent. &N. 
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A.n.77•0.me, said he, provided they esteem me." But 
aft. C. 21. though a severe * virtue may sometimes acqui►e 

both hatred and admiration ; yet cruel tyranny 
never met with any thing but detestation. For 
with no other• sentiment will every reader, with-
out doubt, be anected by the account of the 
condemnation of Lutorius Priscus. 

ondem- 	This Roman knight, having a genius for poe- 
nation and try, had composed a poem on the death of Ger-eiwth of 

manicus, which succeeded ; and had been re-
warded for it by the emperor: Drusus, being 
ill, Lutorius made a similar composition, with 
an intention of publishing it in case the prince 
died ; in hopes of a still greater reward. Drusus 
recovered ; and the poet was indiscreet and vain 
enough to read this poem to a company of la-
dies. An informer by profession got the wind 
of it, and immediately brought the new crime 
before the tribunal of the senate. The witnesses 

ere summoned, and all of them (except a lady 
named Vitellia, who insisted she heard nothing) 
confessed the fact. The opinions were then col-
lected ; and Haterius Agrippa, who, as consul. 
elect, had the first voice, was for putting Lu-
torius to death. I own, I cannot conceive on 
what principle of jurisprudence, or on what law, 
this rigorous sentence was founded. But cer-
tainly, the cowardice of the senators was exces-
sive, since Man. Lepidus did not endeavour to 
alkviatc the fate of the accused, but by ackno 
ledging him deserving of that to which the co 
sul-elect had condemned him. He spake as fo 
lows : 

" If 
40 

Live says of Camillus's soldiers, severitate Imperil 
ti, raindent rirtute►n et °derma, et mirabantur. v. 

Lutorius 

7'nr. Ann. 
49. 
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66  If, .fathers, we only consider the impious A.R.772. 
use Lutorius Priscus has made of his talents, and aft-
the temerity with which he has endeavoured to 
spread the contagion of his perverse work, nei-
our the rope nor the punishment of slaves are 
sufficient for him. But if in the blackest crimes 
the moderation of the prince, the precedents of 
our ancestors, and our OW11 judgments, may 
teach us to mollify the rigor of the punishment; 
it we may 4'distinguish between levity and guilt, 
between words and actions, we may then find 
out a medium, which shall not leave this faul 
unpunished, nor draw on us the reproach of ei-
ther over-indulgence or over-severity. -j I have 
often heard our prince express his regret, when 
any criminal by voluntary death prevented his 
mercy : Lutorius is yet alive ; and his life will 
not endanger the commonwealth, no more than 
his death can serve for an example. His studies, 
us they are full of frenzy, are also empty and 
perishing. Fear not a serious well-considered 
enterprize from one who betrays his own secret, 
and in a manner informs against hiluself, who 
makes his court not to the judgments of men but 
the imaginations of women. l would not, how-
ever, bs any means, have him accounted inno-
cent. But T :1m of opinion, that he ought to be 
banished, and have his fortune confiscated, as if 
he were charged with treason." 

Rubellius 
a Vana a scelestis, dicta a maleficiis dill'erunt. 

Sipe 	principem nostrum eunquercntem, si qui.; 
simipta image miscricordiain ejus prrevenisseg: Vita Lutnrii 
in integro est, qui neque servatus in rerictiluin reipublica, 
neque iiiterrectiii. ill exemplum 	: stadia illi, et plena 

ita Mania et fluxa sunt: nee q uidquain grave ac 
serium  ex co mom's, qui sttorum ipse flagitiorina proditur, 
non virorum /minds, imiliercularum adrepit. 

r
m.. 
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llubellius Blandas was the only consular per-. 
•C.21.son \rho followed Lepidus's opinion : all the o-

thers voted with llaterius Agrippa ; and Luto-
rius was accordingly led to the dungeon, and in-
stantly put to death. 

Tiberius complained, in a letter to the senate, 
of this sentence ; but with his usual ambiguity. 
He extolled the zeal of the senators in punishing 
the slightest injuries done to the nuijesty of the 
prince ; but at the same time he desired that 
mere words might not be subject to so severe 
and speedy a punishment : he praised Lepidus ; 
and blamed not Agrippa. 

te.1. . 	If we believe Dio, Tiberius was really dissatis-
fied ; not at the condemnation and death of Lti. 
torius, but 1.cause the senate had acted without 
his orders : "and on that account made the• fa-
mous regulation, by which the decrees of the 
senate were not to be carried to the treasury, 
(that is, not registered) and consequently not 

w that executed, till ten days after they were made ; 
feni for which gave some respite to the condemned.  0 
n 

d  

e execu- /Ili.; law seemed to savour of moderation and 
n ofthe N‘1:-,d0l11 : but Tiberius, who was then in Campa-tmiam • • th ie  „. ma, and who had in his head his scheme  of fixing 

there, had no other view, in ordering this delay, 
than to be able to have timely information of 
the decrees of the senate, and to give them the 
s:tnction of his authority. Therefore no good 
resulted from it ; because the senate could not 
:dtcr their Ckert'Ci, and the inter\ al of time ne-

er mollified Tiberius's inexorable cruelty. 
"Without doubt the good princes afterwards 

realised what was only intended an empty ap-
pearance by the first legislator ; and considered 
this law as a check on precipitate anger, :tild an 

Tortunit v given to 	mercy. This delay. 
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was even extended to thirty days: and the em..A.R.Tn. 
peror Theodosius, at the representation of Saintaft.C. 21. 
Ambrose, granted to the sentences of the prince, 
the same interval of thirty days as already took 
place with reoect to the judgments of the se.. 
nate. ' 

There were sonic commotions this year in'Conuma. 
lions in Thrace, which was divided (as \Y~ saw) between 

Pthymetalces and Cotys's sons : bvt they were 	3f. 
appeased by A. Velleius., who very probably is 
the man that wrote an abstract of history we 
haN e, which would be valuable, were it not in-
fected with flattery. 

The troubles that happened in Gaul, as moreRevaltin  
serious, are .more interesting. They were ocea-GauL 
sioned by the excessive debts of the cities and 
people. In order to pay their tributes and taxes, 
they borrowed at large interest of the rich Ro-
mans ; thus procuring a momentancous relief, 
which soon became a new burden that over-
whelmed them. Two illustrious Gauls, one of 
Trews and the other of Autun, Julius florus, 
and Julius Sacrovir, animated their countrymen 
to rebel. Their fathers had been made Roman 
citizens, in recompense of their services to the 
Romans. But these, more attached to their old 
eountr:, than the new, formed a project to rescue 
their nation from slavery ; and in order to that, 
Florus was to make the Belgians rise in arms, 
and Sacrovir the Gauls that neighboured Italy. 

They gained to their party at first, by secra 
meetings, the most spirited and courageous of 
theit• countrymen, and those whom indigence, Or 
Midt had made desperate. Afterward,, at the 
assemblies of the diilerent nations, they repro 
sented, with indignation, their burdensome tri 
butes, the te.m hms intereq they \' ere obliged to 

pa' 

   
  



2N, 	HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.172.pay, the pride and cruelty of the Roman magis- 
aft. C. 21-  trate:,.. They observed, " That the legions on the 

Rhine had been ripe for sedition ever since they 
were informed of Germanicus's miserable end. 
That they now had a glorious opportunity to 
recover their liberty ; that to be convincedthere-
of, they needed only consider their Own strength, • 
the NveuLness of Italy, the effeminacy of the in-
habitants of Rome, who had long disused arms, 
and the present Roman armies, whose whole 
prowess consisted in their auxiliaries." 

There was scarce a people in Gaul, among 
whom these seeds of rebellion were not sowed, 
with some .  effect. But the general enterprise 
was ill-concerted : the risings were made one af-
ter another, and were suppressed as they atil. 
peared, before the league had time to form. 

Those of Anjou and 'Iouraine declared first. 
A cohort, that was in  garrison at Lyons, redu-
ced the first. And the last were overconw by a 
detachment sent by Vitellius Varro, commander 
of the army on the lower Rhine. Acilius Avio-
Ia, lieutenant-general, had the honour of these 
two victories. But what is very rtnnarkable, 
many illustrious Gauls who were in the plot 
fought then on the Roman side, in order to cover 
their intelligence with the rebels, and to wait for 
a favourable opportunity. Sacrovir in particu-
lar appeared in the engagement against those of 
Tour:tine, withouf a helinent ; a demonstration, 
he pretended otitis bravery : but the prisoners 
told the true reason, wind' was, that he might 
be lcno‘N n tlo, and spared by his countrymen. 
Of this Tiberius had advice, but he did not re-
' and it ; and by his unconcern, gave the rebel-
lion time to increase its strength. 

moms  the  while pushed hi designs ; and tried. 
to 
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to debauch a considerable body of cavalry levied A.R.-1'12. 
at Troves, and disciplined after the Roman man-aft. C. 21. 
nor. He would have engaged them to begin the 
war, by putting to the sword the Roman mer-
chants who had settled in the country. And 
some few listened to his solicitations ; but the 
greatest part retained their loyalty. 	Florus 
joined to those he had seduced, his clients, and 
some wretches, whose debts made them wish for 

revolution : and with this body made to the 
forest of Arden. But he was prevented reachio!.; 
it by the legions that were opposed on difierent 
sides to him, by: \nitellius Varro and C. Silius, 
commanders of the Roman armies on the Rhine ; 
and Julius Indus, a Gaul of the same country as 
Florus, his personal enemy, and for that reason 
warm in the RoMan cause, easily dispersed his ir-
regular multitude, with some chosen troops that 
he headed. Florus frustrated some time the 
search of the victors, by lurking from place to 
place ; but finding himself at last discovered, 
and seeing every outlet he could escape by beset 
with soldiers, he killed himself. And thus ended 
the insurrection at Troves. 

The Eduans, a more potent people, and far-
ther removed from the Roman armies, had the 
means and time to give more disquiet and trouble 
to their master-4. Sacrovir, having armed sonic 
cohorts, reduced with them the city of Autun ; 
and F retired all the young noblemen of Gaul, who 
were there instructed in the liberal arts, as pled-. 
1;es ef the good-will and attachment of the first 
families of the nation. He had secretly prepared 
arms, which he distributed among those who 
joined and acknowledged him as their chief, to 
the number of forty thonsand. The fifth part of 
this multitude It 11'4  armed like the legionaries ; 

the 
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A.11.112. the others had nothing but hunting spears and 
aft. C. 21. hangers. To these he added the slaves designed 

for gladiators, who were covered with iron, and 
consequently impenetrable by t he weapons.oft heir 
enemies, but unwieldy at using their own. His 
troops were also increased by the volunteers who-
came from the neighbouring cartoons, though the 
states they belonged to did not publicly side 
with him. Sacrovir had time too to strengthen 
himself, through the dispirie between the tw o Bo-
man generals, who were both ambitious of hav-
ing the conduct of the war : till Vitellius, who 
was old and infirm, thought proper to yield his 
pretensions to Silius, who was in full vigour. 

Alarm that  At Borne fame aggrandized, as usual, this re- 
the IleWS vol t. C 	There it was believed, not only that the 
O 

,ducts at, Eduans and -.hose of Treves had rebelled, but 
7t4"11" 	also that the sixty-four nations of Gaul were in 
Tr uglli~- ocri- arms: that the Germans had joined them ; and 
bedus. 	that  CN  en the Spaniards fluctuated : great subjects 

of alarm to all good men, who were well-wishers 
to the Human state. But the generality, tired 
of an hard and tyrannic government, and wish-
ing for a change, rejoiced at their own daigc;. 
Tibei Ms was censured for amusing himself at. 
such a crisis with the informations of state accu-
sers. " Will Julius Saerovir, said the people, 
appear before the senate on an information of 
160i-treason? Well, there are at last found bras e 
men, who answer With their swords the  cm pt- 
fOr'S 	letter:. A 'fuddled and shameful 
peace i3 W ell-exchanged for war." The more 
Tiberius  stew of klitt;Lion and alarm, the more 
tranyl illity he ail., cud. Ile neither changed 
Place, nor countenance; and acted in all things 
P.7 if 'loth ing had happened: eitherthroe thg1eat-
ness of mind, or becatie he knew these commo- 

ious 
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Melt ravaged the, 

ions were inconsiderable in comparison of what A.H.112. 
vas reported. 	 • 	 alt. C. 21. 

Silius Was now in march with two legions ; Sacr(wir' 
nd had sent before a detachment of cavalryohe Ed 

f•17 

• chief of  ; 

.  territories e: the Sequanians !115' e- 
' feated hp 

-  ccause they, being neighbours of the Eduans, sa, 
had entered into the league. 	The legions ad-

o:anced expeditiously towards Autun ; the eiger-
Wess  of all, even of the common soldiers, was ex-

treme. " Let us march stoutly, said they ; let 
us but see and confront the for, and we will an-

&wet.  for betting them." 
NIF  The enemy, Clowever,advanced to meet them; 
.  -Ind appeared in a plain four miles from Autun. 

1'  
,acrovir had placed in front his iron troop, hit: 
'ell-armed cohorts on the wings ; and the irre-

gular armed multitude in his second line. When 
he had made this disposition, he rode from rank 
to rank, on a fine horse, boasting of the an-
cient atehievements of the Gauls, and the over-

rows they had given the Romns. He Tepre-
ented to his men, that liberty would be the glo-
ions fruit of their victory ; but redoubled sla-
cry of their defeat. 

In vain the (attlish general endeavoured to in-
)ire his troops with valour : how could unwar-
'ke townsmen resist the Homan legions ! Silius's 
tvalry took them in !lank, and presently broke 
nd louted the cohorts that formed the enemies 
ings. The centre of the Gaulish army gave 
um obstruction, because the iron band was int-o 
enetrable to the llomansword and javeline. But 
ume of the soldiers took,iixes, as if Ilwv were 
ling to make a breach In a wall, and hewed 
wn body and armour together ; and others 

it li pole overturned these motionless lumps, 
), when once down, !;1V as dead, without power 

\ of 
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A.R.ro. of rising. Sacrovir fled at first to Autun ; thence, 
aft. C. 21. being apprehensive he should be delivered up, he 

retired with his most faithful adherents to a 
country house near it ; where he killed himself. 
And his friends, by agreement fought and mutu-
ally slew each other. After their death the 
building was fired, and they were there all con-
sumed. 

Tiberius Then at last Tiberius wrote to the senate, ac- 
acquaints quainted them at once with the rise and conclu-
the senate sion of the war. He related the facts just as they by letter 
with the were, without aggravating or lessening them; di-
bngz i„ng

f riding  the honour of the success between the va-
the war at lour of his lieutenants, and the wisdom of his own, 
the same 

	

ime. 	,orders, which directed their operations. He like- 
wise assigned the reasons why neither he, nor his 
son, went into Gaul ; which were, because it 
was beneath the imperial dignity, upon the first 
news of a slight disturbance in a province, to be 
put instantly in motion, and to quit the metro-
polis, the centre of all, and the place whence the 
head of the empire was to watch all its parts. 
He added, that as in the then situation of affairs, 
it could not be imagined that fear at all influ-
enced his steps, he would visit those nations, and 
take the necessary measures for.securing the pub-
he tranquillity. 

'rase flat- The senate decreed vows for the emperor's 
tery of a return, and other honourable testimonies of their 
senator. tattiChMent to, and respect for him. One only 

senator, of an illustrious name, Cornelius Dola-
bella, made himself ridiculous, by proposing to 
decree him the o‘,etion, to honour his ieturn 
from Campania to 110me. This low sycophane) 

letter from had its due reward : it occasionec,  
Tiberius, in which he declared, that he \vas not 
:o destitute of gloly , that, afi.cr having in his 
youth subdued the fiercest nations, and has in; 

cujo:s cd 
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enjoyed or slighted so many triumphs, he should, A.R.772. 
in his old age, seek a frivolous honour item a aft. C.21. 
hort progress into. the country for his heattn. 

This journey, however, to Gatti, was no more  Tiberius 
serious than theothers he had hitherto projected.  1""ke3 I  qu:2nt de-1  or every year almost he talked of some, andia,k, pro. 
lade preparations accordingly. He took u j p...c<ts or 
•arriages, amassed provisions in the towns he NS ttS . 

o go through, suffered vows to be made for  .hi., 3s• 
ood journey and safe return, and after all never 
tirred out of Rome or its environs : so that to 

aim was applied the Greek proverb concerning 
-le Callipedes, who was always in motion with- 
ut advancing a yard. 
Africa had been slime years troubled by a war,rri ofn  hat was rather inconvenient than dangerous,in' A.l  frita. 
ised by one Tat fitrinas, an obscure man, of 

rent courage. Tacitus places the beginning of 
his war in the year of .ionic 768 ; and gives 
le following account of it. 
Tacfarinas, 'a Numidian, who had some time rat% u.  4P' 
rved in the Roman armies, anal afterwards di-

'rted, assembled at first a band of robbers, with 
hom he made incursions, pillaging and robbing 
hatevcr he met with. His troops increasing, he 
wined it, according to military discipline, into 
ttalions and squadrons. At last, his strength 

Lily augmentini.7, he found himself at the head 
n only of a disorderly gang, but also of the Mu-
lans, a powerfhl people near the desertsi  of 
feica, V% 1)0 acknowledged him their chief, and 
his solicitation took up arms ; and soon drew 

Tito the war the Moors commanded h) Mazip-
! t. The two generals acted perfectly in concert. 

ley divided the army. Tacfarinas took with 
in the choice troops, whom he armed after the 
oman manner. kept injamped, and accustom-

ed 

21 
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ed to disciPline. Alazippa, at the head of the 
light irregulars, carried tire and sword through• 
out the neighbouring countries. Tueir success 
procured them‘ 	the alliance of the Cinthians, 
who inhabited the environs of the lesser Svrtcs. 

boat  Eurius Camillus was then proconsul of Africa, 
rius and had only one ItT;ion with him. To this he u, 

joined some auxiliaries, and marched against the 
enemy. His numbers were very small if com-
pared with the Moors and Numidians : but Ca-
millus was apprehensive of nothing so much as 
of appcaring formidable to these barbarians, and 
thence disposing them to avoid lighting. 	By 
giving them hopes of victory, he made himself 
victorious. Tacfarinas was defeated in a pitched 
battle ; and Cunillus recovered to he; family, 
military renown, which had been long a stranger 
to it ; if not ever since . the time or the famous 
conque.for of the Gauls and his son, as 'facials 
says, at least for above t two hundred Yeari;. 
}'urius Camillus, of whom we now speak, had 
never been esteemed a warrior ; hence Tiberius 
the more magnified the service he had done his 
country. The senate decreed him the ensigns 
of trininph : and this distinction did not. prove 
fatal to him, on accouni of the modesty of his 
conduct. As his victory had not terminated the 
war, Tiberius thought proper to strengthen 
Africa, by sending there a legion from Panno-

a. 9. 

There 

Spe victorim inducti sent vincerertur. 
1- The last of the name of Furius that triumphed uar 
Iiiritig  Purport° ; who  being pretor, overcame the Ci-

and entered 'tome in triumph in :as?. See 
1, 	do la firri,h. I?(no. 1. vi. p. 52(i. 

oh mode,:tiain vitiv itnpunt .fuit. Tau. 
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There is no more mention made of Tacfarinas 
by Tacit:us for three years ; whether this Nunn- 
dian continued thus long in inaction, which is 
scarce probable; or that the historian includes, 
without saying so, in this relation the facts of 
several years. However Tacfarinas re-appears on 
the scene in the year 771, ravaging, burning, 
and plundering, away ; and at last daring to be- 11•,  ,:.;t, 
siege a Roman cohort in a fort not far from the: Lon..;, ) 
river Pagyda,. The governor of the fort, named 
Decrius, was a brave, experienced officer ; anu i. 
ashamed of sintering a siege from barbarians. 
He therefore exhorted his men to sally out, and 
offer open battle : but his valour was ill-second- 

. ed. For at the first shock the cohort gave way. 
Decries, rushing into the midst of the enemy's 
darts, stops the rim-aways, reproaches the en- 
signs, and represents - to all, how infamous it was 
for Roman soldiers to turn their backs on midis- 
ciplined robbers. He received several wounds, and, 
lost tii eve ; bur still faced the foe ; id!, aban- 
doned by his troops, he was slain on the spot. 

L. Apronius, who had been formerly Gerina-It (kei. 
111CUS'S  lieutenant, and had been honoured with bnik'd 
the triumphal insignia, having succeeded ('anvil- toL ;̀ ,̀;:!.,„,.. 
lus in tie proconsulship of Africa, practised a  ,u1  A cme 
severity on this occasion, of which there had been'''.  
no example for many Years. Ho decimated the 
;:niilt V cohort, and heat to death with clubs those- 
on whom the lot fell. This rigout had its eflect. 
Soon after a battalion of veterans, of about five 
hundred men, pnt to flight this very army -of 
Tacfarinas, and raiA'd the siege or the city of 
Thula, before 1% ii eft it \vas. 

In the last action, a common soldier, narned eTrb.i...  
Tick im Rufus, acquired the 12;lory of, saving acil by ow 

i1.011't; lire. 	A proni 115 	W`l flied 	in with I he cmill:ov 
L1110:h 	SOLIR:r. 
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bracelets, collar, and spear; as to the civic crow 
he durst not take on himself to bestow it, bu 
referred him to the emperor, who granted it, 
complaining of the modesty- of the proconsul,  
at which he certainly was not offended. 

Taefarinas Taelarinas, seeing his Numidians dismayed, • ig driven 
back „„ai„ and determined to undertake no more sieges, re- I 
into urede-sumed the usual method of warring- of his Da-Jetts. tion, by making incursions, retiring when at-

tacked, and then suddenly returning and skir- 
mishing with the rear of those he had fled be-
fore. By this plan he eluded and rendered fruit- 

, less all the efforts of the Romans. 	But the 
temptation of booty drew him into the mari- I 
time country, where he ineamped. Then Apro-
nius's son fell on him with the Roman cavalry, 
the auxiliary cohorts, and the most alert of the i 
legionary soldiers. The Numidian was beat, and 
forced hark again to the desert. 	 . 

Junius 	Junius Blesus, Sejanus's uncle, was .,kpronius'5; 
Ble,tiR  to  successor. Africa was one of the provinces of named  
mimed A:the people, and consequently the senate named] 
proniw.  its governors. But the . war gave occasion to' 
Tac.
., 

 iii. 32
'  3 	the senators to refer this choice to the emperor.  4.t 

A. It. 772•Tiberius, w ith his allected modesty, complain-
ing 

 
that the senate cast all public cares on him,,' 

proposed to them Man. Lepidus and Blesus.  1 
Lepidus excused himself on account of his ill' 
health, the youth of his children, and the mar-
riageable state of a daughter : and his best rea- 1 
son, which he did not mention, was also under- i 
stood, namely that Blesus was Seja-aus's uncle, 
and consequently had more power and inter 
than he. Blesus also declined it, but with 1 
earnestness ; and w as interrupted by the Platt 
.ers of power, who comprehended his meal 
and served him as he wished. 
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Blesus, though preferred by favour, had me- 
rit ; and behaved very well in his station. Tac- 
farinas, not dismayed at his reiterated defeats, tiepins 

, having found means to repair them by reinforce- rat itti7  
• ments from the heart of Africa, arrived to such bu'it'oe7 

a pitch of insolence, that he sent an embassy to )10,itt !etli%in!-. 
the emperor, with demands for a settlement for 
himself and followers ; otherwise lie threatened 77.4a" 730 
everlasting war. Tiberius was touched ,to the A:11 773. 
quick by this insult to him and the Roman name. 
He observed, that not Spartacus himself, the, 
conqueror of so many consular armies, at the 
time that he ravaged Italy without opposition, 
had been admitted to a composition ; though 
the commonwealth had then on its hands a war 
with Sertorius, and another with Mithridates : 
much less, in the height of the Roman power 
and glory, ought the friendship of a deserter and. 
robber to be purchtised, by granting him peace 
and hinds. He ordered Blesus to promise an 
amnesty to all who should lay down their arms 
and abandon Tacfarinas ; and to get him into 
his hands at any price. 

The pardon offered by the Romans brought 
over many of his partizans : he was nevertheless 
still formidable ; so that to get the better of him, 
Blesus was obliged 'to imitate his manner of war- 
ring. 	For this Nui tidian, though unable to 
withstand the weight and efforts of the Ro-
man army, excelled in enterprises of stratagem ; 
and kept his army divided into small parties, 
who scoured the country, and planted ambus-
cades. The Roman general therefore separated 
his army also into three corps. One, under the 
conduct of Cornelius Scipio, was ordered to the 
left, towards Leptis ; Blesus, the son, at the head 
of another division, extended towards the right, 

to 
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to cover the dependencies of Cirta, the eqitai 
of Numidia ; and the proconsul himself, ad-

hetv.Ten them, ejected forts in all pro-
per plate-, ; 1,inti thus straitened the barba rians, 

• 
 

who, where‘ cc they turned themselves, found • 
Boman soldiers, in front, 'lank, and even some-
times in rear. Several skirmishes happened, in 
which the enemy io,t much people. 

Blesus, findin:"; this. method successful, subdi-
vided his throe divisions into platoons., under the 
command of centurions of tried courage. And 
at the end of the summer, he did not, as usual, 
put his troops into NViritel-fillarlen) ; but conti-
nued in The field ; constructing more forts, de-
taching his most alert men, those who best knew' 
those deserts, and (hiving Tacfarinas from re-
treat to retreat. At last, having taken prisoner 
the brother of this free-hooter, he returned, 
sooner than he should have done for the good of 

• the province, as lie left the root of the evil still 
subsisting. 

TiLoriu5 	claimed, however, the glory of having ter- 
bestows on 
him the  minuted the African war, and Tiberius feigned 
triumphal to believe it. He not only had the triumphal 
onlaments, • 	• 	• 
and t he 	m-Agnia decreed Blesus, but permitted his army 
tkoHnl- to proclaim him imperator, or victorious gene- 
Ojrat rid : an honour that the Bomun provinces reserv-

ed(to themselves ; and which was for the last 
time granted to a subject in Blesus. 

Tiberius, in thus distinguishing Blesus, had 
the weakness to declare, that. he did it out of re- 
,„2:1trd to Sc jam's, his nephew ; for 	horn this 
emperor had a blind prejudice, while he was on 

,:nard against the best men. 
SECT. 
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S E C T. 1-7. 
-Complaint of the ediles.of the luxury of eating. 

$ctories about Apicius. l'he senate consults 
Fiber ills. .6 ugality of that prince's table. 
ills answer to the senate. No reformation. 
This ht.tary ermtinucs increasing to (falba's 
time. it had teased when l'acitits wrote. 
Causes of that change. The tribunitial power 
asked by l'iberius for Dilates of the senate, 
and granted. .Drusus returns thanks by kilo.. 
Discontent of the senators. .11-alitginensis pre-
eluded the government of Asia on account of 
his being priest qf Jupiter. The rights of asy-
lum disc'ttssed before the senate, and moderated 
Livia's illness. Tiberius returns to Rome. 
.4.914inns, proconsul of Asia, accused and con- 
demned. Tiberius rejects a novelty that tend- 
ed to increase his power. Another pro-consul 
condemned. Tibcrius's moderation. Base fiat- 
toy of Akins Capito. Tiberius tired of the 
servitude of the senators. Death of keius 
Capita. The basilic of Paulus repared l Le-
p/dirs. Pompey's theatre destroyed by fire, • 
and rebuilt by Tiberius. Death of ittnitt, 
Thwtus'S sister. 

C. SULPICIUS GALBA. 
D. HATERIUS AGRIPPA. 

TIBERIUS had passed in Campania the 
) Car he and his son were consuls, and IN as 

still there at the beginning of the following, 
whose consuls were D. Haterius Agrippa, .and 
C. Sulpicius Calba, brother to the Galba Alla) 
Wag afterwards emperor. lie there received it oci711,1,:1"i' 
decree of the senate, that referred to him the re- udao.or 
formation of the luxury or eating, of vt hich then"' 1,.., .1 eJw,g. 
vt.lilcs had complained. 	 tar. 4114. 

tow: V.] 

aft. C. 

Luxury in' ".' 
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A.R.Tr;. Luxury had got to a prodigious excess in all 
aft. C. 22. kinds of idle cxpences. But in many articles peo-

ple sheltered themselvei front censure, by eon-
cealing the real price of things. The e>cesscs of 
the table could not be thus covered, and N% 
the tall: of the whole city. for this was the age 

Stmlc' a- of the Apicus, who was the most renowned of bout Api. 
ram 	the three epicures of that name ; and as he had 

ninny imitators and diwiples among the most il-
lu,trious Romans, and. * kept a school of glut-
tony, the stories Seneca tells of him may serve 
to give us an idea of the general taste of his 

sen. 

	

	 Tiberius had been presented with a fish 
that was much in vogue among the Romitns, and 
supposed to be the mullet. This was a sort of 
monster ; for it weighed four pounds and a ha. 
Tiberius, probably for the sake of the following 
diversion, sent it to the market to be sold, say-
ing to those about him, " I am vastly deceived, 
if either .1picitts, or P. Octavius, do not buy tin, 
fish." His prediction was verified, even beyond 
his hopes. Apicius and Octavius bid agaiusCone 
another for it; and the latter bought it for five 

In 'English thousand sesterces, which is about six hundred 
mow, a. and fifty French byres. 1- And it was matter of 
blint 414 	 • 
33/. Cr. Al eat triumph to Octavius, to bring to his table 

a lisle that the emperor had sold, and Apicius 
could not buy. 

It is astonishing that Apicius gave out in this 
noble contest. Pei haps hisAgreat penetration ill 
the seient.e of eating made him discover some 
slight fault in the fish he yielded ; perhaps his 

finances 
Seientiam pophyr professus, elisciplina sua seculurn in- 

recit. 	Con 44. Ifd Itch% e, x, 

t Vic Oct.n ins, et hip entem consecutus est inter suns 
It riarr. (twin' cpt;nque millihttc Leqtertiurn emiket piseent, 

evil Ca mi. %endiderat, ne .kpicitts quickm onvrat 
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finances began to be disordered, and his credi- A.R.113. 
tors pressing. For he 'ruined himself by his epi- aft. C. 2 

curisin, and of the great fortune he was born to,seo~rd
mf;nisui• 

guttled away an hundred millions of seterces. • i2oc000g 
Then plagued by creditors on all sides, he looked livFF,3- 
into his affairs ; and finding, on calculation, that inoity'g 
after payment of his debts, he should have no ab°u,t9t4L 
more left than ± ten millions of sesterces 	he 6s. 
considered the living thereon as starving, and-H.230m 
therefore chose to die by poison. 

This luxury, which wanted not the exampleilinEigibli 
of the first senators, as the Valerii and Asimi 
who, Pliny says purchased A cook at the ex- sd. 
pence of a triumph, and a fish as dent as a cook; 
and esteemed nobody equally with a slave expert 
in the art of ruining his master ; this mad lux- 
ury, I say, well deserved the attention of the 
magistrate. As the ediles superintended the po- 
lice of Rome, and for that reason were best ac- Tjr 
quainted with what passed in the markets, and 
with the extravagant price that luxury set on 
eatables, it became their office to make repre- 
sentations accordingly to the senate : and Bibu- 
his having begun the complaint, the other ediles 
took it up, and desired a speedy and efficacious 
remedy to so great an evil : since not only the 
old sumptuary laws, but the new ones made by 
Augustus, were insufficient. 

The senate durst not decide in an affair of such The senate 

importance, and prod uctive of such consequences; 4•1.1iIi,11,",!it„'„. 
but referred it to the emperor's wisdom. As Ti- Frugality 
berius olive not an immediate answer, Rome was u .th4, 

u rider Lab'''. 

Nrelut in ultitha fame victurus, si iii sestertio centies vix- 
isset, veneno 	finivit. 

§ Nune coci triuinphorum pretiis parantur, et empthrum 
pisees: nullusqueprope jam mortalis t stimatur pittris, vain 
qui periti,mine eeni,uto &mini Mergit. Plin. ix. 17. 

VOL. 11. 
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A.R.T73. under great apprehensions, dreading the severity 
aft. C. 22. of a prince, who was naturally rigid, and an ex- \ 	ample of frugality. For * in his entertainments 

of ceremony, he made no scruple of bringing to 
his table the victuals of yesterday, heated over-
again, even such as had been touched; and at a 
time when whole boars appeared on the tables 
of private men, half a one sufficed for that of 
the emperor, who affected to say, that the half. 
had all the same parts as the whole. At last 
Tiberius, having long weighed all inconveniencies 
and advantages, sent his answer to the senate, 
couched in these terms :— 

His answer " In most affairs, fathers, it would be perhaps, to the se- 
nate. 	advantageous to have me present at your delibeL, 

rations, and to give personally my opinion on 
what I thought useful to the commonwealth. But 
as to the present affair, it was better that it was 
slot debated under my eyes, lest the fear and 
paleness of the countenances of the guilty should 
have marked them out, and in some sort con-
victed them. And t  indeed, if the ediles, whose 
good intention I commend, had consulted trial 
before they acted, I believe I should have advised 
them, rather to let atone vices that are deeply 
.rooted, than only to make it manifest, what e-
normities are an over-match for us. Yet I do not 
blame those magistrates : they have done their 
duty ; as I wish every one would that is in office. 
Gut for myself, it is neither proper for me to be- 

silent, 

* Solemnibus cccnis pridiana sape ac semesa opsonia ap-
posuit ; dimidiatumque aprum, affirmans, Omnia eadem 
(where qtue totem. Suet. 

t Quod si mecum ante viri strenui /Edfles consilium ha-
buissent, nescio an suasurus fuerim ornittere potius prEeva-
lida et adulta vitia, quan) hoc adsequis, ut palam_fieret qui-
bus flagitiis impares esscm us. 

Suet. Tib. 
c. mock. 
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silent, nor easy to speak ; because I bear not the A.R.773, 
character of edile, pretor, or consul : something aft.0  
more is required of the prince. * Every one is • 
ready to assume to himself the merit of what- 
ever is well done, while upon the prince alone 
are thrown the miscarriages of all. 

" For where shall I begin this reformation, and 
what shall be the first object of my censure? 
Shall it be our immense parks, or the infinite 
number of our slaves, which t make almost ar-
mies in private houses, and are distributed into 
nations ; or the enormous quantity of our gold 
and silver plate; or our passion for statues and 
pictures ; or the gorgeous vestments that turn 
men into women ; or, what is yet peculiar to wo-
men, those precious stones, for whose purchase 
our coin is carried into foreign, and even hostile 
nations ? For I am not ignorant, that at enter-
tainments, and in companies, these abuses are 
complained of, and a regulation required. BUt 
the zealous reformers, if penal laws were made 
on these subjects, would be the first to cry out, 
that the state was overturned, that snares were 
laid for the prime nobility, that nobody could be 
secure from such informations. And yet bodily 
diseases, grown inveterate, arc not to be cured but 
by violent and rigid medicines. So the mind, 
the corrupter and corrupted, the sick and raging 

2 	 mind. 

* Et 	recte factorum sibi quisque gratiam trahant, 
unius invidia ab omnibus peccatur. 

t Seneca says of Demetrius, Pompey's freed man : Nu. 
Merits ills quotidie servorum, ut Imperatori exercitus, 
ferebatur. Dc Tranq. Ann. n. viii. 

Atqui ne corporis quidem morbos veteres, et diu auctos, 
nisi per dura et aspera, coerceas. Corruptus sitnul et corrup-
tor, ;eger et tiagrans animus, laud levioribusremediis restiii • 
1,:nemlus est, (loam 	ardescit. Thy. 

   
  



2Jo 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.T1.3. mind, cannot be rectified but by remedies  6t1.  
aft-  22.as  its own irregular appetites. 

" The many laws made by our ancestors, and 
added to by Augustus, and abolished either by 
oblivion, or, what is worse, by contempt, have 
only served to make luxury more insolent and 
secure...For * when we covet any thing vet un- 
prohibited, we are apt to fear that it may 	tor- 
bid : but when once we have: outbraved the pro-
hibition, there is no longer any restraining fimr 
or shame. Why then did frugality and temper- 
ance formerly prevail ? It was because every one 
was moderate in his desires : it was because we  I, 
were then citizens of but one city, and not a mix-
ture of all the nations in the universe. Lux-
ury, too, had not so powerful instigations, when 
our dominion was confined to Italy. + It was by• 
our foreign victories we learned to consume the 
riches of others ; and by our civil to dissipate 

. our own. 
" The particular that the ethics would reform, 

is not the most important. How inconsiderable 
indeed is it, if compared with so many others of 
more weight ? Nobody t, for example, repre-
sents t hat Italy is in constant want of foreign sup-  j  
plies, that. the lives of the Roman people are  1, 

daily 

• Nom 	velis quod nondum vctitutn est, tinteas ne ve- 
lyre : 	>:i probibita impute transeenderis, neque meths 	1 
Ira neque ]tutor est:  The. Cato,  in  Livv,  uses the same 
ihauLlit, and expresses it more finTiqq:  Luxuria non mota to-  4  
Icrahilior e,iset quam erit nuns; ipsis vinculis, telut ftra 
i rata, irritata, dein& eutissa. 	xxxiv. 4. 

Extornisvirtoriisuliena, civilibus etiam nostra, co 
didicinms. Tur. 

At Hercule nem° refert, quod Italia externs 	 A 

ttit_t t, quod vita populi Romani per incerta mares et tem-
p,"tatain quotidie volvitur. Ac nisi provineiarum copies et 
d ,,ininis, et ser7itiis, et atria subvenerint; nostrn 

liF?Invra, neNtf:eve 	tuebuutur.  Ta,*. 
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daily at the mercy of seas and tempests. Were A.R./73. 
it not for supplies from the provinces, by Nvhich aft. C. 
the Masters and slaves are maintained, would our 
own parks and villas maintain us ? This is the 
care of the prince, and by the neglect of this, 
the commonwealth would be ruined. With re-
spect * to other abuses, every man must be his 
own censor. Us, who are at the head of the state, 
shame will reclaim ; necessity  will document the 
poor; and satiety will mend the rich. Or if any 
of the magistrAtes has resolution and perseve-
rance enough to apply the necessary remedies, he 
has my praises and acknowledgment that he 
discharges me of part of my labours : but if such 
will only inveigh against, and impeach corrup-
tions, and when they have gained thereby repu-
tation, leave on me the burden ; believe me, 
fathers, I am not more fond than others of 
bearing resentments. I already suffer many for 
the good of the commonwealth that I have not 
merited ; and, therefore, may well avoid such as 
would be vain and fruitless, and promise no ad-
vantage to you or me." 

The senate, when they had read the empe-xoreror. 
ror's letter, dispensed the ediles from undertak-
ing so burdensome and dillicult a business. Only ury conti- 
it appears from Suetonius, that they exhortea n caleteassiinn; tin 
them, that they might not bethought totally toGalba's_ 
neglect what so well deserved their care, to keep tharce,,F-"' 
a watchful eye over the taverns and markets, and cii  when 
in a word, over the excesses of. the lower people,rotile.'s  
rather than to intermeddle in what might affect 
the grandees. Thus the luxury of the table, Tac.  
which chiefly commenced at Borne after the 

3 	 battle 

rteliq uis intra aninunn medentium est. Nos pucin t., 
Iiianperes  neeessitas, uivites satias, in melins intact, 
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A.R.-crs. battle of Actiuni, continued increasing for an 
aft. C. 22. age till Galba's time. Then it was it began to 

diminish ; and at the time that Tacitus wrote, 
that is, in Trajan's reign, it had entirely ceased. • 
That ingenious historian examines into the causes 
of this change ; and these are his thoughts 
about. 

Causes or Formerly, says he, the great families of Rome 
that 	were carried away with a passion for magniti- change. cence; for then it was allowed to court the fa- 

vour of the people, the allies, and kings that 
were in friendship with Rome; and to receive 
from them marks of respect and attachment. 
The more affluence a senator lived in, the more 
he was distinguished by the number and quality 
of his clients. But when the jealous policy of 
the emperor's had destroyed many of these too 
powerful senators, when it was perceived that 
too great splendour was the infallible means of de- 
struction, the rest grew wiser; and instead of 
drawing the eyes of people on them by their ex-
pences, they set themselvs to accumulate. Be- 

' sides, many new men, chosen senators from the 
municipal towns, the colonies, and even the pro-
vinces, introduced theirdomestic parsimony; and 
thoUgh some of them grew wealthy as they grew 
old, yet they retained in their new condition 
their old manner of thinking. But * the prin- 
cipal cause of this reformation was the example 
of Vespasian, who conformed in all things to 
ancient simplicity. The deference of the pub-
lic for this prince, and the desire by imitating to 

please 

* Sed prreciptriA adstricti rnoris auctor Vespasianus fuit, 
antiquoipse cultu victuque : obsequium inde in principcm., 
et temuljandi amor, validior (Dam pcena ex legibus et 
metus. • 
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please him, had greater effect than all the penal A.1073. 
laws. 	 aft. C.21. 

These were the causes that observation and re-
flexion furnished Tacitus with, to explain a change 
that he was a witness of; and which seems to have 
surprized him., For distrusting the reasons he 
had given, which, notwithstanding, are very sti-
lid, he adds thereto a sort of fatality, that occa-
sions possibly a revolution in the manner of men, 
as in the succession of time. * Nor have our an-
cestors, says he, excelled us in all things ; our 
own age has produced, for the imitation of poste-
rity, models of learning and virtue. And indeed he 
spoke truth as to the last point. For the most 
glorious age of the Roman empire, the most 
polished, and the happiest, is, beyond dispute, 
that which begins with Vespasian, and ends with 
Pertinax. This time, if we except Domitian 
and Commodus, contains a series of the best 
princes that ever governed Rome. 

Tiberius was in the right to suppose that a re-
formation of luxury would procure him ill-will. 
He was in high favour for his moderation; the 
public was pleased that he had prevented the ma-
lice of informers, who only waited for the han-
dle of a new law to plague the Romans, and en-
rich themselvs with their spoils. 

Tiberius soon after wrote to the senate, to de-Thu. tri 
sire the tribunitial power for Drusus. We may power 
remember, that this title signified the supremeT.kbedbY 
power ; and that Augustus, after he had bceilfor

a 
i
t
)
ri
n
u
t
s
su; 

 

complimented with it,. first assumed Agrippa in-of the se
t 
 

to a fellowship in it, and afterwards Tiberwa, in 
order to ascertain his successor, and 1, ridIe the 

and)• ( Pon 
• Nec omnia apud priores meliora, sed rostra (plow mtas 

fliulta laudis et artiurt iuutanda postern' tulit. 
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A.R.ms.e.mbition of particulars. Tiberius (after Au- 
att. C. 23. gustus's example) as he bad never publicly de-

cided betwen Germanicus and Drusus so long a5 
the former lived, had now a mind to secure to 
his son the succession to the empire. 

He began his letter by beseeching the gods to 
prosper his design to the benefit of the common-
wealth. He then proposed his request, and spoke 
'of Drusus modestly, and without exaggeration. 
He said, " That his son was married, and had 
three children ; and was of the same age as him-
self, when called by Augustus to the same office. 
He added, that he had tried him for eight 'years ; 
mid that Drusus, after having appeased seditions, 
concluded wars, and been honoured with a tri-
umph, and two consulships, might divide with 
him the cares with which he was now familiar." 
• The senators, having foreseen this address of 
the emperor, had their adulation ready prepar-
ed. However, they could devise nothing to de-
cree, but, as usual, statues to Tiberius and his 
son, altars and temples to the gods, and tri-
umphal arches. Only M. Silanus strove to honour 
the emperors at the expense of the consuls, and 
was for having the years dated for the future, not 
by the names of the consuls, but of those who 
enjoyed the tribunitial power. 	Q. Haterius 
made himself more ridiculous, by proposing to 
have the decrees of that day engraved in golden 
letters, and hung up in the senate : from which 
*abominable flattery, this servile old man, having 
not long to live, could consequently reap no 
other fruit than infamy. 

Tiberius 
* Senex foeclissimre adulationis tantum infamia wurus 

Trie*. iii. 57, 
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Tiberius, in his answer to the senate, mode_Ait. 773. 

. 	. 	. rated the honours with which the decree of the tit c 22  
tribunitial power to his son was accompanied. 
And in particular, rejected Ilaterius's golden 
letters, as an unusual thing, and contrary to an- 
cient custom. 

Drusus, who was with his father, wrote•at the Drusus re- 
same time a letter of thanks to the senate; which ttnj, by  
though the letter itself was modest, extremeb letter. 
shocked the senators. " What, said they,are thingsrj,i).i''.h̀e":̀e:t  Be- 
come to that pass, that a young prince, who re  nators 
ceives so great an honour, will not deign to:.come 	4"  
and adore the gocisof Home, appear in the senate, 
and take possession of his new dignity in his na- 
tive city ? This might, indeed, have been excus- 
able were he detained by war, or at an extraor- 
dinary distance. But far from it, he is only 
sauntering about the shores of Campania, and 
the enjoyment of that delicious country in his 
only avocation. Thus is formed, a prince des- 
tined to rule mankind; and such arc the lessons 
he takes from his father ! The emperor himself, 
an ancient man, may perhaps find uneasiness in 
living under the public eye, and may plead his 
former fatigues. But what can detain Drusus 
except arrogance ?" Such was the talk of the se- 
nators. Princes do as they will ; but the judge- 
ment of the public is free, and does not spare 
them. 

.A contest arose then in the senate on account Al..login. 
ef the government of Asia, which should have 7,T,,r;i;e  
been Ser. Cornelius Maluginensis's in turn ; and goy rn- 

pre _ rzent from which many senators pretended he was oc- chided, on account of his being,* priest of Ju-cm;nel,ts 
piter, since he could not be absent from llome it'Vyi ppli'tiLegr! above two nights together. This government, 7'rr. 

44/‘ .!$;. 
and that of Africa, were great posts the oh- • "."03 

jects 
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AA:713. jects of the ambition of the consular senators ; 
aft. C. 22. and one or other of them, closed the carrier of 

honour. Maluginensis, therefore, strenuously 
combated theo bjections made to his right. He 
maintained, that his situation was the same as 
that of the priests of Mars and Quirinus, who 
formerly met with the same opposition as he did 
now, but got the better of it. He advanced, that 
the chief pontiffs in former times had used this 
pretence Only to set aside those they did not 
love. " *But now, said he, by the goodness of the 
(rods, the chief pontiff is also the chief of men; 
and divested of envy, hatred, and all the little 
interests of private men." 

The senate would not decide in this debate, 
and resolved to wait the determination of Tibe-
rius, as chief pontiff. Maluginensis had taken 
an artful course to fix the emperor in his inter-
est ; but flattery had little effect on Tiberius ; 
and he made it a law to himself to conform in all 

iii. 71. things to Augustus's ordinances. As therefore 
there had been a decree made under that prince's 
authority by the college of pontiffs, which seem-
ed to thwart Maluginensis's pretensions, Tiberi-
u decided against him ; and the government of 
A ii:t was given to thr next consular in order. 

The 	This ewe, or -I-, who was tenacious of real 
a ylui power, afforded the senate a shadow of its an- diacu4sLd  

bef;)re the cient jurisdiction. He, therefore, referred to it 
sen"te.a"d the affitir of the asylums, which were very nu- mutioratwl. 
rue. iii. do. nitrous in 	Gieek cities, and whose abuse oc- 

casioned a general complaint. For the temples 
protected 

41' Nuue deum mmtere summum Pontifieum etiam aum. 
mum hominum esse, non :omilationi, non odio, aut priva-
rig ad feetionilms, obnoxium. 7'ne. 

Tiberius vim Principatns sibi firmang, imaginem ant it  
ttitatic Senatuiipmbebat. Tars 
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protected slaves from their masters, debtors from A.1173. 
their creditors, and criminals from.  justice. Andaft. "2. 

the authority of the magistrates was insufficient 
to suppress the seditions of the populace, who 
confounded the villainies of men with the wor-
ship of the gods. 

it was therefore ordered, that these cities 
should send deputies to Rome, to give an ac-
count of their claims. Some of them, who had 
no title, desisted of their own accord; many con-
fided in their ancient superstitions, or the ser-
vices they had done tile Romans. And it was a 
glorious day to the senate, on which it gave au-
dience to a multitude of deputies from the most 
celebrated cities ; and examined the decrees of 
the consuls and pretors of antiquity, the trea-
ties with our confederates, and even the ordi-
nances of kings independent of the Roman pow-
er, and the religious traditions on which the 
worship of the gods was founded, and this, with 
a perfect freedom, as heretofore, of ratifying or 
reforming as to it seemed proper. 

Twelve cities or nations contended for their 
privileges, either before the senate, or the con-
suls, on whom the senators, tired with a tedious 
discussion, had thrown the examination of the 
records ; of which they were to make a report 
to the senate. ' 

The most renowned of these people were, the 
Ephesians, the Cvprians (who had in their island 
three temples with right of asylum) and those of 
Pergamos, Symrna, Sardis, Miletus, and Crete. 
After mature examination, these privileges were 
not abolished, but limited by decrees of the se- 

nate ; 

" Nec ullum satis validum in3perium erat eoereendis se-
ditionibus populi, fthgitia luminum ut ca:renionias cleuimi 
protegentis. 

   
  



IS8 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.n.773. nate ; which the several nations were ()Menu 
aft. C. 22. to engrave on brass, and hang up in their tem-

ples; as perpetual memorials and irrevocable 
rules, to prevent abuses, and hinder religion 
from countenancing licentiousness. 

Tac.iv. 14. This regulation, • of which Tacitus says no-
thing more, probably took place also with those 
or Samos and Cos, who, the next year, petition-
ed the senate for the conservation of the right 
of asylum, the former to the temple of Juno, and 
the latter to that of Esculapius. 

Tiberius was perfectly satisfied with his retreat ness. 
bcrius re- in Campania ; but his mother fulling ill, he was 
turns to obliged to return in haste to Rome. He had Rome. 
lac. iii. 61. hitherto kept on tolerable terms with her, at least 

as to appearance. For at the bottom, jealous 
as he was of his rank and authority, he but ill 
brooked the ambition and haughtiness of Livia. 

suet. Tib.1. He had often advised her in private not to inter-
meddle in affairs of importance, which did not 
become her sex. He disapproved of her ap-
pearing in public to give orders ; as had hap-
pened at a fire near Vesta's temple, whither Li-
via came to encourage the people and soldiers to 
extinguish it, as she used to do in Augustus's 

Tac. iii. 64, time. He bad been lately offended, because Li-
via, having dedicated a statue to Augustus near 
the theatre of Marcellus, had, in the inseriptiori, 
put Tiberius's name after her own. But these 
diwontents were hitherto kept secret ; and be 
hewed a proper concern at his mother's danger. 

For orders were issued upon this occasion, with 
his consent, for public prayers, and games, under 
the direction of almost all. the colleges of priests, 
of the pontiffS, the augurs, the keepers of the 
Sibylline 	the presidents of the sacred 
Feasts, and the fraternity of Augusta's. The 

order 
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cyder of knights vowed a gift to equestrian for- A.R.77s. 
C.. 'tune ; which is no farther explained. And 	22  

via, though very old, recovered ; and lived some 
years afterwards. 

C. Silanus, proconsul of Asia, a man of ilhis- Rant's, 
trious birth, was at this time prosecuted. lie oPpAi 

 co
s
i
a
isu

a
i
, 

 
was undoubtedly guilty of extortion and cruel-cuscd and 
tv ; and his condemnation would have done ceudndcnin-
honour to Tiberius, if he had left it to the coin- Tuc. iii. 664 
mon course of justice. But by permitting tie- 

' cusations of high-treason, which were the pub-
lic abhorrence, to interfere, he spoiled all ; and 
put the just punishment of crimes in a light of 
odious persecution, which even his moderation 
in thedsentence could not efface. 

The Asiatics then prosecuted Silanus as a rob-
ber of the public. But three senators, Mama- 

. cus Scaurus, a consular ; Junius Otho, pretor 
and Brutidius Niger, edile ; charged him with 
irreverence to the divinity of Augustus, and 
with violation of the respect due to the majesty 
of Tiberius. Alamercus, to justify the scanda-
lous part he acted, quoted the examples of ac-
cusations brought by 'Scipio Africanus against 
Cotta, by Cato the censor against Galba, and 
by Scaurus (his ancestor) against Rutilius. To 
be sure, says Tacitus, the same objects animated 
the zeal of Scipio and Cato; or of that Scaurus, 
Whom Mamercus, the shame of his progenitors, 
was dishonouring by his infamous occupation. 
neck first employment of Junius Otho was the 
teaching of eloquence. But being created a se-
nator by Sejanus's interest j, he laboured to over- 

come 

* Videlicet Scipio et Cato talia ulciseebantur, ant ille 
Scaurus, quern proavum suum, opprobrium majorurn 
ircercus intinni opera delionestabat. '1 ue. 

i'Obseura initia impudfmtibus ;tusk propellebat 
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A.R.773. come by a shameless audacity the obstacles that,  
aft. C. 2:1,0. hi§  obscurity threw in his way. As to Bruti-

dius*, he bad merit enough, and might have 
hoped from his talents for the greatest dignities, 
without quitting the paths of honour. But im-
patience ruined him : while he endeavoured 
first to outstrip his equals, then his superiors, 
and at last, his own very hopes. A course which, 
as our judicious historian observes, has been the 
destruction of many valuable men ; who, scorn-
ing acquisitions that . come slow, but attended 
with security, grasp at a, premature fortune, 
though linked to imminent danger. Gellius 
Poplieola and M. Paconius, the former Silanus's 
questor, the other his lieutenant; increased the 
number of his accusers. 

The accused was then. to answer, not only the 
most eloquent orators of Asia, selected to prose-
cute him, but also five senators bent on his ruin : 
and as the charge of high-treason silenced his 
friends and relations, he was to oppose alone, and 
without advocates, the multitude of his prose-, 
eutors, ignorant as he was of pleading, and be-
set with capital terrors, which often disable the 
most practised eloquence. To this may be ad-
ded, the menacing air of Tiberius, who intimi-
dated the accused both by voice and gesture, 
and teazed him with his questions : whilst the 
wretched Silanus was not at liberty to refute what 
he objected, or to elude his demands ; nay, he 
was sometimes forced to make confessions, lest 

the 

* Brutidium artibus honcstis copiosum, et, si rectum iter 
pergeret, ad clarissima (purple iturum, festinatio exstimu.. 
labat, dual aqualis, dein superiores, postremo suasinet ipso. 
apes, anteire parat. Quod multos etiam bonos pessumdedit, 
qui spretis qua,  tardy cum securitate, praematura vel curs 
exitio prope r. t. 
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the emperor should seem to have advanced anyA R.713. 
thing rashly. 	 - af.. C. 2€2. 

Such a series of hardships, formidable even 
to an innocent person, made the condemnation 
of Silanus, who was guilty, inevitable. He 
therefore requested an interval of a few days, 
gave up his defence, and ventured to write to Ti-
berius, in a style between entreaty and reproach. 

Before judgment was given, Tiberius caused 
to be read the decree of the senate, made under 
Augustus, against Volesus Mcssala, proconsul 
also of Asia ; of whose conduct we may judge 
by what Seneca relates of him. This magis-s,„. 
trate, having had three hundred men beheadedl 45. 
in one day, walked up and down among the car-
cases in triumph, applauding himself for this 
act of power, and crying, " 0 the truly royal 
exploit." We are not. told that these men were 
innocent; but, supposing them criminals, yet 
the barbarous and inhuman pleasure of Volesus 
was something monstrous. 

Messala's sentence dictated to the senate the Tor. iii. • 
judgment it was to pass' on Silanus. L. Piso, 
who first voted, having enlarged on the clemen-. 
cy of the emperor, who was not for having even 
the guilty punished rigorously, concluded, for 
interdicting Silanus from fire and water (that 
is, banishing him) and confining him to the isle. 
of Gyarus. This punishment included confis-
cation of fortune. The other senators were of 
the same opinion ; only Cn. Lentulus proposed 
to exempt from forfeiture the estate he 'had from 
'his mother ; which Tiberius approved of. But 
Cornelius Dolabella, whom the ill success of a 
low flattery (that has been mentioned in it4 
place) had not mended, having inveighed bit-
terly-  against Silanuti's morals, added, that it 

ought 
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A.R.773.ought to be ordered that no men of bad lives  
aft.C.22.shouid be admitted candidati:s for the govern-

ment of a province ; and that the prince should 
judge of this their character. " *The laws, 
says he, punish transgressions when committed : 
but how much better would it be for the guilty 
themselves, as well as advantageous to the pro-
vinces, to prevent transgressors." 

Tiberius 	Tiberius condemned this novelty, although it 
nVe," a  increased his power. " He was not + ignorant, novelty 
that tend- he said, of the rumours concerning Silanus's con- 

to Irs:  duct. But it was not proper to decide by ru-crease ..s  
power. moors. That it often happened that the adminis-

tration of governors of provinces did not an-
swer the ideas framed of them before, whether 
good or bad. That some of them had by the 
importance of their trust been routed into amend-
ment ; and others, on the contrary, sinking under 
a weight disproportionate to their strength, had 
there lost the reputation they acquired in the city. 
That a prince could not know every thing him 

it 
 

self ;' nor was to he wished that he should be 
led by the partial representations of those about 
him. That laws had been made against facts 
committed, because futurity was uncertain. 
.That the maxims and customs of antiquity had 

established 
Nam a legibus delicta puttiri. Quanto fore mitius in 

melins in socios, provideri ne peccaretur ! 'far. 
t Non quidem sibi ignara (01 e de Silano vulgabantur 

ned non ex rumoribus statuendum. Mottos iti prorineii 
vont+ t quart spes ant meths de illis fuerit egisse. Exeitart 
quosdairt ad meliora magnitudire rerum, bebeseere a!im. 
Neette pose Prinripcm sua scientia euncta complecti, ne- 
wt( expedire ut 	1.titione 	trahatur. Ideo loges its 
f4eta constitui, cline flaunt in ineerto sint. Sic a majorilmi 
bistitutum, ut, si antiF,ent delieta,putn r sequerentur. N 
verterent s pie: ter reper+a, et semper placita. Satis one. 
rum Principihts, satis etiam potentitr, esse. Dlinui jura, 
qu 	glisc t potvstas; nee utendtrat imperio, ubi 
agi possit. Tac. 
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established punishments for preceding crimes. A.R. 773. 
That it, would not be right to change a wise in-aft. C. 
stitution, that had always been approved of. That 
the prince had already sufficient burdens, and 
even sufficient power. That the authority of the 
Jaws diminished in the same proportion as the 
imperial authority increased : and that sove- 
reignty was not to be exercised when the laws 
would serve." 

These maxims, savouring of public liberty; 
pleased the more out of Tiberius's mouth, as it 
was seldom he used such. The general satisfaction 
arising from thence, of which he was witness, in- 
clined him to further clemency : and, as he well 
knew how to moderate when his own resentments 
did not influence him, he represented, that Gy_ 
arus was a desert island, and afforded none of the 
conveniences of life ; that out of regard to the 
Junian family, and to Silanus's having had 
the honour to be of their order, they might al- 
low him a more comfortable banishment in the 
isle of Cythera ; and that his sister Torquata, a 
vestal of primitive virtue, requested this. This 
motion was adopted, and was Silanus's sen- 
tence. 

The condemnation of Silanus was followed by Another 
that of Cesius Cordus, pro-consul of Crete and epornocdoenirsul 
Cyrene, convicted also of extortion. The misbe-ned. 
haviour of the Roman magistrates to the subjects 
of the empire did not end, we see, with the re- 
publican governthent ; but the provinces obtain- 
ed more easily justice and reparation for the 
wrongs they suffered under the emperors. 

An information was lodged against a Roman Tiberius's 
knight, L. Ennius, for having converted into =lime 
plate, or some other common use, a representa-flattery of 
tion of the prince, in silver. The time was not Atciust  

	

VOL. IT. 	
yet csvo: 
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A:11.7",3.vet come, when equally innocent actions were 
3". C.  22:looked on as atrocious crimes. Tiberius would 

not suffer Ennius's name to be put in the list of 
the accused. But what is very remarkabk 
that a senator of rank, Atcius Capito, of whom 
we have clsew here spoke, opposed the emperor's 

B. i. 

	

	acquittal with a false and wretched affectation 
of liberty. " It is against all rule, said he, to de-
prive the senate of the cognizance and determi-
nation of a crime brought before its tribunal : 
nor ought such an iniquity as Ennius's to re-
main unpunished. The prince may be patient, 
if he pleases, to excess, under his own grievan-
ces ; but let him not stop the just vengeance of 
the offended commonwealth." Tiberius under-
stood this language perfectly well, and persisted 
in his interposition. 

His commendable perseverance completed the 
infamy of Ateius Capito, who, learned in laws 
human and divine, by the meanness of his soul 
debased those accomplishments which ought to 
have been employed for the service of the state, 
and of particulars. 

Tiberius 	Flattery + was then an universal distemper, 
tired of' th'from which none of the senators were free. Not servitude 
of the sena-on ly the first nobles, whose obnoxious splendour 
tors. 
Taw. iii. 	 found 

* Intellexit lime Tiberius ut erant magis quam ut dice-
perstititque intereedere. Capito insignior infsmia 

fait ; quod humani divinique juris sciens egregium publi-
cum et bonas domi artes dehonestavisset. 

t 'Tempura ilia adeo infecta et adulatione sordida fuere, 
iit non mudo primores civitatis, quibus claritudo sua obse-
quiis protcgenda erat, Fed 01111WS consulares, magna pars 
eornin qui pratura finieti, multique etiam pedarii senato-
ri s. ccrtatim exsurgerent, fu claque et ninda censerent. 11 /41e-
mori,c proditur, Tiberius quoties curia egretlerctur, Gra:cis 

rbis in hunc modum eloqui soliturn, 0 liwilines ad servi-
ti arm paratos ! scilicet etiam ilium qui libertatem publican' 

ullLt, tam project): servientimn patientie t.&.dcbat 
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found protection in obsequiousness; but all A.R.-J.13. 
who had been consuls, a great part of such asaft. C. 22' 
had been pretors, and even many of the undis-
tinguished senators, strove with emulation who 
should dishonour themselves most by base and 
shameful adulations. Their prompt servitude 
tired Tiberius ; and it is reported, that as he 
went out of the senate, he often cried out, " 0 
wretches, who more than meet slavery !" 

Atcius Capito, in the affair I have just men- A
p

t
e
e
t of 

tionecl, rendered himself ignominious for no- rico. 
thing at all. He died the same year. But he I"' 
only continued the trade he had followed all his 
life. Capito, though of a good family, had no 
reason to expect to be at the head cf the senate. 
His grandfather was a centurion in Sylla's army; 
his father served pretor. He raised himself by 
his skill in jurisprudence and the suppleness of 
his temper. Augustus had pushed him early in-
to the consulship, to give him the precedence of 
his rival Antistius Labeo. For *'these two men, 
who were similar in their genius and studies, 
were very dissimilar in their sentiments. Labeo, 
who was haughty, zealous for liberty, and nut 
always sufficiently discreet, las I have observed 
under Augustus's reign had therefore acquired 
greater reputation with. the public ; but Capito's 
blind submission made him more acceptable 
to those in power. The injustice done La-
beo, by not suffering him to rise beyond the 
pretorship, increased his glory ; and the eon- 

sulship 

* Namque ilia setas duo pads decora simul tulit. Sed La-,  
beo incorrupta libertate, et ob id fama celebratior : Capito. 

obsequium dominantibus magis probabatur. 1111, (plod 
prtturam intra stetit, commendatio ex injuria ; huic, quad 
.onsulatuiu adeptus est, odium ex invidia oriebatur. 
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A.R.T73. sulship of Capita procured him the envy and ha-I 
aft. C. 2 2 tred of hi, countrymen. 
The Eisilic 1 he BoaIan grandees yet kept up a taste for 
of Paulus public expellee, and particularly in the preserva- 
repairer' by tion of the tuonuments of the magnificence of Lepidus. 
Tac. iii. 72. their ancestors. We have seen Augustus ex-

hort and encourage thereto the first senators in 
his time. Anu it was with such a view that Le-
pidus asked leave of the senate to repair and em- 

. see Hi_ bellish, at his own expence, the*Basilic of Pau- 
stoire de la lus, which had been erected by the consul of that 
Rep. Rom. 

p
. 
 name, about the beginning of the rupture be- 

334. 

	

	tween Cesar and Pompey. His proposal was ac- 
cepted of ; and the public was the more obliged 
to him for his generosity, as he was not very 
rich. 

i'empers 	But Pompey's theatre having been consumed 
theatre de:by fire about this time, as there were none of the stroyed by 
fire, and family of that great man left that were rich 
Trebuilt by enough to restore it. Tiberius undertook to do iberius. 

it, permiting it still to retain Pompey's name. 
He made also, on this occasion, a panegyric on 
Sejanus, to whose vigilance and activity it was 
owing that the fire did no more damage : and the 
senate, never backward to flatter the prince and 
his favourite, ordered a statue of Sejanus to be 
erected in the theatre of Pompey. 

:Death of 	Tacitus closes his relation of the events of this Juni 
Brut„a,,,s  year by the death of Junia, Cato's niece, Bru- 
sister. 	tun's sister, and Cassius's wife. She had survived ?'ac. iii 76. the battle of Philippi sixty-three years. Tier will 

made rink:II noise at Rome ; because this lady. 
who was ,'cry rich, and related to most of the 
grandees, having therein honourably- distinguish-
ed almost oil of them, took no notice of Tiberius. 
Tint ha dul not take offence at this last mark of 
her enmity to his house; and permited her funeral 

oration 
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Oration to be spoke from the rostra, and her ,fa-A.R.773.. 
neral to be solmenized with proper pomp. There aft. C. 22. 
were carried at it the images of twenty illustri, 
ous families, the Maglii, the Quinctii, and other' 
names of equal lustre : but * Brutus and Cassius 
eclipsed them all, and engrossed the public at-
tention, for the very reason that their represen- 
rations were not seen. . 

Sed pmfulgebant.  Cassius atque Brutus, eo ipso quod 
effigies eorum'non visebantur. 

Book 
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BOOK VI. 

S E C T. I. 
Beginning of the misfortunes of the Imperial fa. 

mily. Tiberius pretends to visit the provinces. 
State of the land and sea forces on foot in Ti-
berius's time. Short sketch of Tiberius's go-
vernment to his ninth year. Divers events, the 
most interestingof which is the danger C. Grac-
chus is in. The pantomimes expelled Italy. Ca-
pito, intendant of the emperor, condemned by 
the senate. A temple erected in Asia to Tibe-
rius, Liva, and the senate. Death of Lueillius 
Longus. Tiberius's old and faithful friend. 
Honours done the vestals. The war of Tac-
farinas is ended by Dolabella. Conspiracy of 
the slaves sqfled. L. Piso, being accused, dies 
before sentence. Cassius &vows transported 
from Crete to the isle of Seriphos. P. kart 
,S'ilvaizus, who threw his wife out of a window, 
is reduced to die by opening his veins. Vibius 
Serenus accused by his son. The informers 
protected by Tiberius against the inclination of 
the senate. Tiberius forgives a Roman knight 
who had made satirical verses on him. 4/lair 
qf 	a/7 4 qf 	Cattts. Tacitus's re- 
flection on the ungrateful matter treated, (f 
his annals. Accusatiou and death of 0-emutius 
Cordus. Passion for accusing. ribius Serenus 
protected by the public hatred. Tiberius will 
not consent to have a temple erected to him in 
Spain, He fortifies himself in his resolution to 

leat.r 
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leave Rome. Tiberius's rigour to the accusal. 
Death of Lentulus Getulicus ; andof L. Domi-
tills. Death of L. Antonius. Dive) s offairs 
of the provinces. L. Piso assassinated in 

Poppeus Sabinus makes war on the 
Thracians, and receives the tritimphal 0117(1-
mews. Tiberius quits Rome for ever. His 
motives. He settles in the isle of Caprea'. 
A fisherman ill-treated by Tiberius. Tibe-
rius abandons himself to indolence, intemper-
ance, and the most infamous debauchery. Fifty 
thousand men killed or wounded by the fall of 
czn amphitheatre. A terrible fire. Tiberius's 
generosity. Flattery of the senate. Revolt 
of the Frisians. The Roman losses. Agrip-
pina, Germanirus's daughter, married to en. 
Domitius. Death of Julia, Augustus's grand-
daughter. Q. Ilaterius's death. His species 
of 	Livia's death Her character. 
Ingratitude of the emperor her son. Tiberius's 
government becomes more tyrannic than ever. 

C. AstNius, 	 A.R.779. 
C. AN TISTI US. 	 aft. C. 23.  

TIBEMS * was now in the ninth year Beginning 
of a fortune constantly favourable from his of  the mum-fortunes of accession to the empire. '1:he state was cornposed, the inme- 

his family flourishing ; for the death of Germa-riot 
uicus he reckoned amongst the incidents of his Tac. 
proTerity. Under the consuls, Asinius and An. 
tistins, his house began to grow untortunate, ei-
ther through his own means, or by his counten-
ancing the man who was its enemy and bane. it is 

Sc1  inns 
Nonus Tiberio annus erat composita rcipubliere, floren.. 

tis domus ; (nam Germanici mortem inter provera duce 
bat) (plum repente turbare furtuna eu'pit ; s-evire it r, an 

evientibus tires prxbere. 
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A.R.174. Se janus I speak of, who, to make his way to so- 
aft. C. 23. vereignty, poisoned Drusus, ruined Agrippina, 

and her two eldest sons ; and at last, though too 
late, was deservedly punished for his many 
crimes. The relation of this black plot, pur-
sued for many years by Sejanus with great per-
severance, will be better understood if uninter-
rupted. I shall, therefore, begin by disengaging 
it from all foreign facts. 

Tiberius 	This year Tiberius revived his stale, worn-out, 
pretends pretence of visiting the provinces. He (.1 en al- to visa the 
provinces. ledged, as reasons that obliged him, the mult itude 
7,14 iv. 4. of veterans, and the difficulty of recruiting the 

army for want of volunteers, scarce any such 
presenting themselves but what were libertines 
and vagabonds, generally without honour or cou-
rage. • It has been observed, in the Ilistoire de la 
Republique Romaine, that the old Roman militia 
was composed only of such citizens as had for-
tunes, and were therefore interested in the con- 

• See His. cerns of the state : and though it was now '1' near 
loire de k an hundred and thirty years since Marius broke Rep. Ram 
✓a 	p. through that it regulation, yet, it appears by Ti- 
:317. 	berius's reflection, that it wits not altogether 

lost sight of. 
And upon this occasion Tiberius summarily 

recounted the forces that the republic kept on 
foot, and their distribution in the provinces : 
and the account Taeitus gives of this, as well as{  
of the kings, then allies of the empire, is not on-I 
ly curious, but useful in the sequel of this his- 
tory. 	 • 

State of • Italy was guarded by two fleets, one at !Wise- 
the land 
and se, num, on the Tuscan sea ; and the other at Raven-
ces on foot Da, on the Adriatic : and to secure it towards the 
Th 

ibe. 
e. , • 	west, Augustus had stationed to guard the coasts is B tun 

a good number of gallies (that he took at Actium) 

   
  



Boot VI.] 	TIBERIUS. 	 2151 
, at Forojulium ; which Was then a good port, A.R.774_ 
but has been ruined for many ages. This third aft• C. 23-
fleet was not so considerable as the other two. 
To this marine, which was national, must be 
added the squadrons of the allies, that is, the 
vessels furnished by the subjects of the empire ; 
these were distributed in all convenient places in 
the Mediterranean. The Romans had also two 
fleets of another kind, which consisted in simple 
barks, on the Rhine and the Danube, by whose 
means they made themselves masters of the 
course of those two great rivers. 

As to the land forces, the largest body the 
Romans had was on the Rhine, which amount-
ed to eight legions, and overawed Gaul and Ger-
many. Spain, which was not completely re-
duced till Augustus's time, was maintained by 
three legions. Juba possessed Mauritania, by the 
gift of the Roman people. Africa, properly so 
called, had commonly but one legion. On ac-
count of the war of Tacfarinas, a second was sent 
thither out of Pannonia, which was soon re-
turned to its proper province. There were two 
legions in Egypt, and four in Syria. Iberia, 
Albania, and some other little states in those 
parts of the east, had their own kings, who were 
under the protection of the empire. Thrace was 
parted between Rhvmetalces and Cotys's sons. 
Five legions guarded the banks of the Danube, 
three in Pannonia and two in Mesia. In Dal-
matian were also two, which were at hand either 
to join those on the Danube, or to come in a 
short time to the assistance of Italy when neces-
sary. Rome, however, was not defenceless, but se- 
cured by three city cohorts, and * nine pretorian. kcins te: 
Thus the Roman empire, in full peace, kept on 
foot twenty-five legions, making about an hun- 

dred 
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A. R.774. dred and twenty-five thousand men: to whom, if 
aft.C. 23. we join the twelve cohorts that guarded the em-

peror and the city, the total of the Roman forces 
will amount to near an hundred and forty thou-
sand men: And then we must add the auxili-
aries or allies, which doubles this number. 

It is proper to observe, that it was only since 
Augustus's time that the custom of keeping 
forces constantly on foot had been introduced. 
As long as the republican government continued, 
the Romans only armed when wars arose ; and 
when they were over, disbanded their legions. 
Nevertheless, besides the alteration in the form 
of government, the extent of the empire, and 
the neighbourhood of barbarous nations, would 
have necessitated the Romans to have had con-
stantly forces on their frontiers at least. 

Another observation equally useful is, that 
the legions were confined to the provinces they 
guarded. They passed there the summer in the 
field, and the winter in what they called winter-
camps. For the Roman soldier was always in-
camped, and never quartered in cities. Of these 
permanent winter-camps many cities have been 
made, which now subsist, as Santen in Cleves, 
Vienna in Austria, and many others. I now 
resume my thread. 

port 	Taeitus, after having given a list of the Ro-
ok, rd, or man forces under Tiberius, presents us with a 
Tiberius's I snort sketch of the government of that prince, to gOierfl- 
menL to his the ninth year of his reign, which is the wra of 
ninth yi.ar. his fatal change, or rather the time when he 

laid aside constraint, and gave way to the ty-
rannical disposition that was natural to him. 

He sheaved great regard for the senate, where; 
were determined all public affairs, and all private, 
of moment. The senators of distinction were 

allowed 
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alloWed free debate ; and when they lapsed into A,R.T74. 
flattery, he checked them himself, and brought2ft. "3.  
them back to their proper business. In confer-
ring preferments, he considered nobility,military 
renown, and civil accomplishments ; and it was 
generally manifest his choice could not have been 
better. The consuls and pretors bad all the ex, 
teriors of their dignities: the inferior magistrates 
the exercise of their charges ; and the laws, ex-
cept in cases of high-treason, were directed to 
their proper end, the good of the public. 

The revenues of the government were farmed, 
as formerly, by companies of Roman knights. 
The management of his own finances the em-
peror committed to men of probity, whom he 
often knew by reputation only : and when he 
had once taken them into his service, he gene-
rally continued them in an unusual manner, 
since most of them grew old in the same em-
ployments. 

The populace were indeed aggrieved by the 
dearness of provisions, but without any fault of 
the prince. On the contrary, he remedied, as 
much as possible, by his care and generosity, the 
inconveniences that arose from the barrenness of 
the earth, or the difficulty of navigation. Four Tc IL ST. 
years before Tacitus relates that Tiberius in a 
dearth fixed the price of corn, and gave the mer-
chants a gratification of two sesterces a bushel. 
He provided that the provinces should not be 
oppressed by new impositions, ncr harrassed rat. iv. c. 
about the payment of the old. He checked the 
avarice and cruelty of the magistrates, and suf-
fered not the subjects of the empire to be ill 
treated in their persons, nor exposed to the loss 
of their fortunes by rapine and injustice. 

The emperor's,possessions through Italy were 
thin, 
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A;11.774. thin the behaviour of his slaves modest, the freed-
att. C.Q.S men who managed his house few : and his dis- 

putes with particulars were decided by the 
common course of justice. 

But* to these many good qualities, grace was 
wanting. He did good in a savage, terrible 
manner. Yet he did it, as long as his son lived. 
Tacitus attributes the cause of it to Sejanus, who, 
while he was but laying the foundation of his 
power, chose to recommend himself by good 
counsels; and who also feared the vengeance of 
Drusus, who he knew hated him mortally, had 
he given occasion for complaints against him. 

Divers e- 	The consulship of Asinius and Antistius af- 
Insttriatehre_fords no very considerable events, except the 
esting of death of Drusus, of which we shall speak in ano-hich is 
the dander 	place. The cities of Cibyra in Asia, and 

"Egyra in _Nebula, having suffered much from 
ChU6 is in earthquakes, obtained from Tiberius and the se-Tac. iv. 13. 

nate an exemption from tribute for three years. 
Vibius Screnus, proconsul of Bcetica, a fierce, 
passionate man, was convicted of cruelty and 
tyranny, and banished into the isle of Amorgus, 
one of the Sporades. Carsius Sacerdos, accused 
of suppl) ing Tacfarinas when at war with the 
.Romans with corn, was acquitted. C. Gracchus 
cleared himself also from the same imputation, 
but with some difficulty. He was the son of 
that Scmpronius Gracchus, whose death we have 
related in the beginning of Tiberius's reign, and 

e ii:id in his childhood been carried by his fit-
Lher into the island Cercina, whereto he was ba-
nished. He was t there ill educated among fu- 

gitives, 

* Qua,  cuncta, non quidem comi via, sed horridus ac 
plerunnjue formidatus, retinebat tamen, donee morte Drusi 
verterentur. 

Die adultus inter extorres et liberalitun artium ncscios, 
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,gitivcs, and illiterate, low people. Having lost A. R.77 L 
all subsistence by his father's death, he .was re_aft.C. 23. 
duced to sustain himself by a small traffic be- 
tween Africa and Sicily : nor thus low did he 
escape the perils of an elevated fortune. 	If 

Lamia and L. Apronius, proconsuls of 
Africa, had not protected his innocence, he had 
fallen a victim to a name as unfortunate as il- 
lustrious, and to the calamity of his father. 

The licentiousness of the Pantomimes was now The Pan.. 
grown intolerable. They occasioned all sorts of e:

t
o
z
mimiee: 

disorders, seditious in public, and debauchery in  
private. The pretors had complained of them 
to the senate; and that was all they could do ; 
because Augustus, as we have elsewhere observ- 
ed, bad taken from the magistrates much of Lir. ir. 
their power over the players. Tiberius was not 125' 
near so indulgent to them ; policy at first made 
him spare them : but at last he proposed to the 
senate to restrain the insolence of the comedians ; 
in consequence whereof a decree passed for driv- 
iit:c them out of Italy. 

For by the senate all affairs were yet transact- Capito, in- 
r

e
d
e
azt

pe.
of : insomuch that the Asiatics having complain- 

ed to the emperor of Lucilicus Capito, his ror, con- 
comptroller in that province, he would have the tdie,ensieenaabt; 
senate take cognizance of the affair : and declar- 
ed 'in express terms, that he had given him only 
the inspection of his slaves, and collection of his 
revenues : and that if Capito had assumed the 
power of the pretor, and employed military force, 
he had exceeded his orders ; and that the allies of 

the 
mox per Africara et Siciliam mutando sordidas mercer 
sustentabatur : nec tamen effugit magnet fortune pericula : 
ac, ni /Mitts Lamia et L. Apronius, qui Africam obtinue-
rant, insantem protexissent, claritudine infausti generis, et 
paternis adversis foret'abstractus. 

   
  



2,16 
	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.774,  the empire must have justice done them. Cat-
aft.C.23.pito was accordingly prosecuted, and condemn- 

ed. Such were then the narrow bounds in w hich 
the power of the emperor's intendants were con-
fined ; particularly in the provinces where they 
hz1c; superiors, as propretors or proconsuls : af-
terwards they much extended their authority. 

A temple 	Asia, avenged of the injustice of Capito, and erected in 
Asia to Ti.before of that of the proconsul Silanus, testified 
berius, Li- her gratitude by an impious piece of flattery, 
via, and 
the „„ate. which custom authorised in vain. She desired, 
Tic- iv. 15. and obtained leave to erect a temple to Tibe-

rius, and Livia, and the senate. Nero '1', the 
eldest of Germanicus's sons, made a speech of 
thanks on this occasion for the Asiatics, to the 
senate and his grandfather, which was heard 
with transports of joy. The audience thought 
they heard, they thought they saw, Germanicus. 
There appeared also in the young prince a mo- 
desty and dignity, worthy of his birth, and which 
acquired an additional lustre from the clang(' rs 
to which he was exposed by the known enmity 
of Sejanus. 

Tae. Iv' 55,  The permission to build a temple having been as 
granted to Asia in general, there arose afterwards 
great contests which city in particular, should 
have the honour. And three years afterwards 
were seen at Rome deputations from eleven ci-
ties of Asia, that disputed with one another this 
glorious privilege, and alledged their reasons for 
a particular preference. The senate decided in 
favour of those of Smyrna. 

The 

* Egit Nero grates ca eausa patribus atque avo, ixtas 
inter andientiurn adfectiones, qui recenti memoria Germa- 
nici, ilium adspici, ilium audiri rebantur. 	Aderantque 
juveni modestia, ac forrna,.principe v'ro digna, notis in eun► 
Sejani odiis oh periculurn gratiora. 1ar. iv. 15 
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The death of Lucillius Longus much afflicted A-11.774. 
Tiberius. He was his inseparable friend, anti aitaiCh.021..j.  
the only senator who accompanied him in hisLucntius 
retirement at Rhodes. And therefore, though .tobnfilu% 
a new man, he received after his death the old and 
greatest honours that could be conferred on ai.aithful  friend. 
1101111111—.1. public funeral, and a statue in the Tac. iv. I. 
square of Augustus. 

I have already taken occasion to observe Ti-Honours 
berius's care to observe and heighten, after Au- vcgiaitt e  
gustus's example, the dignity of the vestals. Of 
this he gave a fresh proof this year by granting 
a gratification of * two millions of sesterces to

r
.0
2

0
: 

Cornelia, who had been chosen superior in the 
room of Scantia. And it was ordered at the 
same time, that Livia, when she went to the 
theatre, should sit among the vestals.. 

SER. CORNELIUS CETHEGUS. 
L. VISELLIUS VARRO. 

During the consulship of Cethegus and ViSeLThe war of 
lius the Romans were at last delivered from their islended

inbasy. 

lung and inglorious war with the free-booterwabaa. 
Taefarinas. Till then, the Roman generals, Tac. v.  28.  
when they thought they had done enough to de-
serve the triumphal insignia, had let him alone. 
Already there were in Rome three statues crowned 
with laurel for victories obtained over Tacfarinas, 
while, potent as ever, he ravaged Africa. He 
had even increased his strength by great numbers 
of Moors, who fled from the dominions of Pto-
lemy, son of Juba, a careless young prince, that 
was governed by his freed-men. Therefore his 
fierce subjects, disdaining to obey ministers re-
eent from slavery, embrraced readily war and 

arms. 

A. R. 774-
aft. C. 23. 
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R.775. arms. The king of the Garamantes furnished Tac- 
aft. 	farinas with safe places to harbour his booty in 

and assisted him too in pillaging, not by march-
ing with him at the head of an army, but by de-
taching light parties, which were magnified by 
distance and report. From the Roman province 
too, came into him all that .were indigent and 
turbulent ; the more confidently, because Tibe-
rius, supposing that after Blesus's exploits in 
Africa there were no enemies remaining, had or-
dered the ninth legion back to Pannonia : and 
Dolabella, Blesus's successor, durst not detain it, 
fearing more the orders of his prince than the 
hazards of the war. Tacfarivas also took ad-
vantage of this circumstance, and had it rumour-
ed among his partizans, that the Romans had 
other enemies to deal with, and were therefore 
abandoning Africa by degrees ; so that it would 
be easy to crush the small remainder of them, if 
all who loved their liberty in the nation would 
unite and make a vigorous effort. And he ac-
cordingly assembled his forces, and set down be-
fore the city of Thubuscum. 

On news hercof, Dolabella took with him what 
forces he had about him, and marched against 
the enemy : and at his first approach raised the 
siege, by the terror of the Roman name, and the 
advantage his infantry had over people who could 
only fight on horseback. FIe afterwards fortifi-
ed the advantageous posts in the neighbourhood ; 
and having intelligence that the chiefs of the 
Musulans meditated a revolt, he seized on, and 
beheaded them. He then formed a plan for ter-
minating the war : and as the experience of for-
mer expeditions had taught him, that it was not 
with numerous united forces that he was to assail 
a rambling foe, be sent orders to ling Ptolemy 
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to come and join him with some of his troops ; A.11.775: 
then divided the Romans into four bodies, com-aft. C.24. 
mantled by lieutenant-generals and tribunes ; and 
distributed the Moors into several flying camps, 
under commanders of their own nation. He 
himself was present every where, moving from 
corps to corps, and directing all their motions. 

Soon after these measures were taken,. tidings 
came, that the Numidians bad settled, and pitch- 
ed their huts near a ruined fort which they for- 
merly burnt down, called Auzea ; thinking them- 
selves safe in a place that was on all sides sur- 
rounded by vast forests. Dolabella immediately 
sets out with some horse and foot, who for dis- 
patch carried nothing but their arms ; and who 
knew nothing of their general's design. At break 
of day the Romans come up with the barbarians, 
whom they awaken with their trumpets and 
shouts. They advanced in good order, the foot 
in close array, the horse divided on their wings ; 
all disposed for battle. The Numidians on the 
contrary were surprized ; and unable even to use 
their horses, which were either tied* by the foot 
to the piquet, or straggling at grass : they .weue 
unarmed, without order, without concert; and 
were dragged away, killed, and taken, by the 
Romans, more like sheep than soldiers. Irritat- 
ed by the remembrance of past fatigues, and glad 
of having at last joined a fbe that bad so oft elud- 
ed the combat, the Roman soldiers glut their 
vengeance with seas of blood. 

Dolabella, who wanted to end the war, gave 
orders to each company to make sure of Tacfa- 

rinas, 
Thus Freinshemius explains Tacitus's prapeditis equis ; 

and confirms his interpretation by two passages of Xeno-
phon, which shew it to have been customary among the 
Assyrians and Persians,  

Vol.. H. 
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A.R.T75. rinas, whom every one knew after a pursuit of 
al" C.24' so man y 1 ears. 	Numidian, finding he could 

'not escape, resolved to die like a man of honour : 
and seeing his guards dispersed, his son a prison-
er, and nimselt sut rounded by the Romans, he 
rushed headlong among the showers of darts, 
and avoided captivity by death. Thus ended 
this war, which had already lasted too long. 

Dolabella * desired the ensigns of triumph, 
but was refused by Tiberius, lest the glory of 
Blesus, Sejanus's uncle, should suffer thereby. 
But Blesus 1,#!as not the more esteemed for this, 
Anil the refusal of a deserved honour increased the 
glory of Dolabella, who with a smaller army had 
made many considerable prisoners, killed the ad-
verse general, and concluded the war. His vic-
tory had also an extraordinary lustre in the pub-
lic eve, on account of the unusual sight of ambas-
sadors. from the Garamantes at Rome, who came 
to make satisfaction for the assistance they had 
given Tacfarinas. 

In consideration of the services Ptolemy had 
done the Romans in this war, an old custom al-
most extinct was revived, and a senator was 
sent to him with the presents that the senate 
used formerly to make to foreign kings, that is, 
an ivory sceptre, and a purple embroidered robe. 
The ambassador was also to salute him solemn-

king, ally, and friend of the Roman people. 
he 

Dolabele petenti abnuit .triumphalia Tiherius, Selj'a l  
trilmens ne Illresi 	unculi ejus laus obsoleseeret. Sed ne- 
gpie 111:CSUs ideo inlustrior, et huic negatus honor gloriam 
intendit. Tay. iv. v.G. 

+ See in Histoire de la Rep. Rom. vol. vi. p. 9, & 85. ext. 
amples of the like presents sent or given by the Romans to 
Ptolemy Philopater and Masinissa, both ancestors of this 
Ptolemy, who was descended from the Egyptian kings by 
Cleopatra, and from .11.1asivis$a by Juba hi* father. 
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The same year Italy was apprehensive of a re-A.11.77s. 

volt of the slaves. The author of the stir waaft 
One T. Curtisius, who had been a soldier in one of con,Dtilkey 
the pretorran cohorts. This desperado beingt,theLti  
near Brundusium, in a country full of slaves that v,,a. 
were employed in looking after the cattle and la- 
bouring the grounds, and whom a hard labori- 
ous life made almost wild and capable of any en- 
terprizc, held at first private meetings, and af- 
terwards stuck up public invitations to the slaves 
to recover their liberty. Luckily at that time 
came to Brundusium three men of war, destined 
to escort the trading vessels in those seas. Cur- 
tius Lupus, the questor, who was in those parts;  
landed the soldiers of those ships, and with a 
small troop composed of them, quelled the em- 
bryo conspiracy before it got any strength. The 
emperor also sent quickly the tribune Staius with 
a good body of troops : and this officer took and 
carried to Rome the leader of the revolters and 
his chief partisans. Thus tranquillity and secu- 
rity were restored to the city, which was greatly 
alarmed, on account of the infinite number of 
silo, es in it, and the daily diminution of its genu- 
ine ( ommonalty. 

This multitude of slaves, introduced by luxuryt  
Was one of the great evils and dangers of the 
empire. Seneca relates, that somebody havings.r.n

d, 
proposed in the senate to distinguish the slaves f.  
from those that were free, by a difference in dress, 
the motion was rejected. The * senate was a- 
ware, says he, to what danger we should be ex- 
posed, if Nye made our slaves able to count us. 

These are all the events that the year t alb 
2 	 writing 

• Apparuit quantum periculum immineret, si servi nos;,  
tri numerare nos copi,sent. 
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A.R. 775. 'writing of affords out of Rome. The rest of it 
aft. C. 2+. turns almost entirely upon melancholy subjects, 

accusations and condemnations, and most of 
them unjust. 

L. Piso be- L. Piso, of whom I have related after Tacitus 
ingaccu ed some extraordinary bold actions, borne for the 

present with great patience by Tiberius, expe-dcetebnect°re  
Ta c hr. 2 hrienced at last, that this* deceitful prince had 

a good memory. Q. Granius accused him of 
words privately uttered against the majesty of 
the emperor ; and added, that he kept poison in 
his house, and came into the senate with a sword 
under his robe. These last charges were too gross 
to be credited, and therefore dropped. The other 
numerous articles whereof he was impeached 
were heard. Pending the prosecution, a well-
timed death delivered Piso from an inevitable 
Condemnation. 

Cassius se, The fate of Cassius Severus, that abusive Ora- 
verus 	tor, who made himself be banished under Au- trosport- gustus, is scarce to be lamented. He was con-ed from 
Crete to tined to the island of Crete, where he might 
the isle of have lived at his ease. But, unable to curb his 5eriphos. 

satyrical genius, he continued to compose libels 
there, which revived the old enmities against 
him, and.excited new. So that the senate, on a 
fresh complaint, by a second sentence, banished 

E„A. 	Cassius in form, confiscated his fortune, and 
th ran. 	transported him from Crete to the rocks of Se- 

riphos ; where he grew old in the utmost misery,. 
having scarce cloaths to cover him. 

Plautiug Tiberius did about the same time another act of 
Silva!". justice. Plautius Silvanus threw his Nv ife Apron ia who threw 
his wife out of the window, for what cause is uncertain. 
(nit of a 	 L. A- wiralow, is 
reduced to 
die by 	* Sed in attimo revolvente iras, etiamsi impetus offensionis 
opening his languerat, memoria valebat. 'Pfc. 
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L. Apronius, his father-in-law, carried him imme- A.R.T7.5 
diately before the emperor, to whom Plautius an- aft. C. 24. 
swered in confusion, as if not thoroughly awake, 
endeavouring to have it believed that his wife 
had killed herself. Tiberius instantly went to 
Plautius's house, and examined the chamber; 
where he found the apparent marks of his vio- 
lence, and her resistance. 	This he reported to 
the senate, who took cognizance of the affair ; 
Urgulania, Plautius's grandm.other, sent him a 
dagger. As she was the intimate of Livia, it was 
not doubted but that she acted by secret orders 
of the emperor. Plautius essayed to kill himself 
with his sword, but not succeeding, ordered his 
veins to be opened. Numantina, who had be-
fore been his wife, was accused' of having disor-
dered his understanding by charms and potions ; 
but, nothing being proved against her, was ac-
quitted. 

The * horrid spectacle of a father accused by Vibius  si- 
1-1, son, terrified soon after the senate. They were = by: 
both named Vibius Serenus. The father, soon his 50.11. 
after he left his government of Bzutica, was as 7'""v. 28. 
I have related, banished into the isle of Amorgns. 
From thence he was brought to answer this ac-
cusation ; and he appeared in a most deplorable 
condition, and laden with chains; while his son, 
elegantly dressed, ga.y and confident, at once 
both prosecutor and witness, opened the romance 
of a conspiracy formed by his father against the 
prince, and of pretended steps taken to make 

the 

* Miseriarum ac soevitim exemplum atrox, reus pater, ac-
cusator filius,—in senatum inducti sunt ; ab exsilio retrac-
tus, illuvieque ac squalore obsitus, et tum catena vinctus, 
perorante filio pater ; adolescens multis munditiis, alacri vul. 
tu, structas Principiinsidias, missosque in Gallium concitores 
belli, index idem et testis, dicebat. Tac. 
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A.R.175.1.1ae Gauls rise in arms. He involved also in this 
aft. C.24,,lifitir Cecilius Cornutus foimerly pretor, whom 

he charged with having supplied his lather with 
money. Cornutus, unable to support the vexa-
tion of a criminal persecution, the issue of -which 
a multitude of examples made him believe must 
necessarily be an ignominious condemnation, kill-
ed himself. 

This was an unlucky circumstance to the ac-
cused. 13ut* far from being discouraged, turning 
lull upon his son, and shaking his chains, he in-
voked the gods, the avengers of filial impiety. 
He besought them to restore to him his exile, 
where he might live far from such wickedness ? 
and to signalize their justice in the punishment 
of his unnatural son. 'He asserted, that Cornu-
tus was innocent, and too soon alarmed. " The 
proof of it, adds he, will be clear, if my other 
accomplices are named ; for it is not probable, 
that with one confederate 1 should plan the mur- 
der of the emperor, and the revolt of a great 
province. The accuser then named en. Lentu-
lus and Seius Tubero, two most illustrious sena-
tors, and intimate friends of Tiberius, oiler  very 
aged, the other very infirm. 

DioA tuff. 

	

	Lentulus, who was present, laughed at the 
folly of such an imputation. Tiberius too was 
ashamed of it, and said, " I were not fit to live., 

roc. 	if Lentulus: also )vished my death. " However 
as he hated the accused, his sla% es were examined 
ni on the rack, who acquitted him. Then the 
accuser, distracted with guilt, and afraid of the 
people, who loudly menaced him with the Tar- 

peian 

**At contra reu!, nihil infracto anirno, ebversus in Milan, 
ruatrre vincula, N,ocare ult(ics dc 	ijoidem rt.(1de- 
rer,t c)f•iliwn, nbi procul tali mole. pgerct, filitun truter+ 
elogntlogne supplicia fiiquerent ur. 
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peian rock, or the pugishment of parricides, 4.0.775.. 
stole out of the city. But he was overtaken at aft  C. 24' 
•Raveima, brought back to Rome, and compel-
led to go on with his prosecution. 

Proof was wanting ; but that was made up 
by the old enmity et Tiberius to the accused, 
who *, having been instrumental in the condem-
nation of Libo, and not having been recom.. 
pensed according to his expectation, had com-
plained bitterly thereof in a letter sent to the 
emperor himself, which was wrote in too haugh- 
ty and contumacious a style for proud, touchy 
ears. Tiberius after eight years revived this 
grievance ; and pretended to have reascns for 
being dissatisfied w ithSerenus's conduct in that 
interval ; " though, said he, the obstinacy of his 
slaves has prevented the judicial proof of it." 

The votes were then taken ; and some sena- 
tors being for death, Tiberius, who was aware 
how odious such an illegal severity would make 
him, opposed it. Asinius Gallus was for banish- 
ing him to the isle of Gyarus, or that of Donu- 
sa. This the emperor also rejected, saying, 
those two islands were without water, and that 
t he necessaries of life were to be granted to those 
to whom lire was granted. So Serenus was car- 
ried back to the isle Amorgus. 

On occasion of the suicide of Cornutus, it was The in.  
proposed, that the rewards promised by the formers 
Jaws to the informers Should not take place, 
when any one accused of high-treason prevented us against 
condemnation by a voluntary death. It is easilY ttijolTadt"h7 
conceived that the senate readily came into this reuste- 

proposal. 

' " Post damnattim Libonem, missis ad Cacsarem litteri4 
exprobraverat, smith tantum studium sine fritetti fitisse ; 
iltliertagite murdam f,ontumacius, gum tutnm aped 

isuperbas et otrensioni propiores. 
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A.R. 775. proposal. But Tiberius, forgetting his usual 
aft. C. 24:reserve, declared resolutely, and even sternly, 

for the accusers. " The laws then, says he, are ' 
to be annihilated, and the commonwealth endan-
gered. Dissolve the laws rather than dismiss 
those who are their guardians." Thus, says Ta-
citus *, the informers, those public pests, whom 
the severest penalties could not curb, were now 
invited and alldred by recompences. 

It is, however, true, that commonly a person 
accdsed,. who killed himself, frustrated, at least 

Toe •. Arm  in part, the greediness of his accusers. His for- 
Ti. 22. 	tune was not then confiscated ; but went to his 

heirs : his will was executed ; and consequently, 
nothing that he left turned to the advantage of 
his prosecutors. The law only gave them the 
spoils of those on whom sentence was passed. 
When there was no conviction, their prey es-
caped them. But this always supposes that the 
voluntary death of the party put a stop to the 
prosecution ; which was ordinarily the case ; and 
the senate in these unhappy times would willing-
ly have passed it into a law. But Tiberius pre-
tended to reserve to himself a right both to fully 
satisfy his vengeance, and to abundantly re-
ward the accusers ; and in order thereto, to con-
tinue the prosecutions, when be pleased, to a 
final sentence, which should have the, same effect 
as to the fortune of the accused as if he had been 
living. And this we have seen practised with 
respect to Scribonius Libo and Cu. Piso. ' 

Dio, op Va- Even honorary rewards, such as statues, and 
triumphal ornaments, were, according to Dio, 
prostituted by Tiberius to these informers ; that 

is 

4  Sic delntores, genus hominum public() exitio repertum, 
et poenis quidom nunquam sntis coer.itum, per preeniia eli-
-iebnutur. Tac. iv. 30. 
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is to say, he laid hold of every little pretence of A.R.775. 
services done the state to bestow those distinc-aft.  C 24. 
tions on men who had really earned them only 
by their informations. And these honours be- 
came hereby so vilified, that some persons of 
merit refused them, for fear of being confounded 
with those who thus unworthily obtained them. 

In the midst of this accumulation of melan-Tiberius 
choly events, it .was some consolation and slight far, 
joy to have Tiberius forgive C. Cominius, a Ho-kni,ght who 
man knight, convicted of having made satyricaltatdy1'cle  
verses on him. He granted his pardon at theverses on 
supplication of his brother, who was a scnator.17,"anc':i, 31.  
For this Tiberius was much applauded; but * at 
the same time it was thought astonishing, that 
he who knew better things, and what glory at- 
tended clemency, should yet rather choose the 
ways of rigour and tyranny. For neither did he 
transgress through want of discernment : nor is 
it ever too intricate to be distinguished whether 
the applauses given princes are sincere, or the 
effect of flattery. Nay, Tiberius himself, who 
upon other occasions studied his words, and 
whose speech seemed to labour whenever he 
spoke as an advocate for any one, expressed 
himself with readiness and volubility. 

Tiberius severely treated P. Suilius, formerlyEal
,,,r
iur4

;r
ir. 

 
questor to Germanicus. He was a venal man 
who had taken money in an affair wherein hemiuicatus. 
acted as judge. For this he ras sentenced to be 
expelled Italy. Tiberius was for confining him 

in 
t Quo magic mirum habebatur, gnarum meliorum, et (plat 

fama clementiam sequeretur, tristiora malle. Neque enim 
secordia peccabat ; nee occultum est, quando ex veritate, 
quando adumbrata latitiae, facta Imperatorum celebreutur. 
Quin ipse compositus alias, et velut eluctantium vecboruni, 
solatius promptiusque eloquebatur, quoties subveniret. 
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A.R.775.in an island, insisting thereon with such vehe- 
aft-C 244mence, that he even swore that the interests of 

the commonwealth would otherwise suffer. This 
* procedure was then thought too harsh. But 
the sequel justified it ; when under Claudius 
the emperor the same Suihus, in high favour 
with that weak prince, abused his interest un-
worthily, by selling it to the best bidder. 

Firmius Catus, the faithless friend of Libo, 
to whom he had behaved in the double capacity 
of corrupter and betrayer, was accused and con-
victed, of having forged treasonable practices 
against his own sister. Here Tiberius acted a 
quite contrary part. He moderated the severity 
of the senate, which had condemned him to ex-
ile ; and covering by false motives his remem-
brance of his past service, he managed so. that 
he was only expelled the senate. 

Tacitueo 	Tacitus, after the relation of these events, stops reflection on the un. awhile his narration, to make as it were an ex- 
grattte:'ul cure to his readers for the ungrateful matter that 
Ma r 
creaud of he lays before them ; such as inhuman orders, 
in his An- perpetual accusations, faithless friendship.., in- 
zalr' Docent people suffering the penalties of the guilty, 

the same causes always producing the same effects; 
all similar, all disgustful. None must compare, 
says he, these my annals with the writings of 
those who compiled the story of the ancient re-
public. They had fertile subjects ; mighty wars, 
cities taken, kings routed and made captives ; 
or, if they spoke of domestic affairs, the animo-
sities between the consuls and tribunes, the A-
grarian laws, the jealousies and dissentions be- 

tween 
* Quod avere aceeptum ad pr-vsenq, mox in laudem 

vertit, regress() Stalin ; quern richt a•tas sequens prfrpo-
uentem, venalem, et Claudii Principle amiciti diu prosperw 
tunquam benc, usum. 
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twecu the senate and people ; noble toptics for A.R. 775. 
their eloquence to wtn k on. 	ro me, uilus be,  aft. C. 24. 
remains a streightened task, and void of gioty ; 
a steady peace, or short intervals of %Nur, the 
proceedings at Rome sad and tragical, and a 
prince careless of extending the empire; these 
are the heads I am reduced to. 

This reflection of Tacitus is very just. It is 
certain that such matter is little assisting, and in 
the hands of a vulgar writer would soon tire. 
But Tacitus's pencil animates and impassions 
all it touches ; and, if the chief use of history is 
to teach the knowledge of mankind, no his- 

.torian has succeeded better; for none has deeper 
penetrated, nor more skilfully laid open, the 
human heart. 

He accordingly observes, that his work may 
be instructive to those who lived under the Ro- 
man emperors. For, says he, * few can by their 
own wisdom distinguish between what is honest 
and what is vicious, what is useful and what is 
pernicious ; most men are instructed by the ex- 
ample of others. 

I will add, that, as the characters of men are 
fundamentally the same at all times, the lessons 
taught in Tacitus's writings suit all countries, 
and all ages. The judicious reader will make a 
proper application of them, observing always 
he essential difference bawcen a military go- 

vernment and one founded on law ; between a 
power always uneasy about the legitimacy of 
its origin, and therefore suspicious of virtue 
itself: and a sceptre, whose rights of equal an- 
tiquity with the nation it governs, are undis- 
tinguishably blended with those of the country. 

It 
Pauci prudentia, bonesta ab deterioribus, utilia id) 

oiscernunt ; plUres aliortun eventis docentur. 
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A.R.T75. It is proper to observe, that Tiberius having 
aft. C.". finished the tenth year of his reign, did not de-

IviLmand a continuation of it, like Augustus, be- 
cause he had not received the sovereignty like 
him, for a limited time ; but he omitted not to 
exhibit on this occasion games and feasts ; and 
his example served for a rule to his successors. 

A.R. 776. 	COSSUS CORNELIUS LENTULUS. 
aft. C. 24. 	M. ASINIUS AGRIPPA. 

Accusation The first event that Tacitus relates in the year, 
and death whose consuls were Cornelius Cossus and Asinius of Cremu. 
ties cor. Agrippa, is, the accusation of Cremutius Cor- 
d"`' 	 dus • who was arraigned, for that in annals he i Tac. v. 24. 	/ 
stn. consoL had published he had praised Brutus, and styled 

Cassius the Last of the _Romans. This was the 
Rom.panegyric of Brutus himself on Cassius, when 

xv he deplored the death of his worthy colleague. 214. It was certainly too bold in Cremutius Cor-
dus to treat thus honourably the two greatest 
enemies of the house of the Cesars ; but that 
was not his real crime. He had offended Seja-
nus by some sarcastical expressions. He had 
inadvertently said, that Sejanus would not stay 
till he was lifted above all the Romans, but that 
he was mounting thither himself. And upon 
placing a statue of that favourite in Pompey-'s 
theatre (which, after having been burnt dowi 
as I have above related, had been rebuilt by Ti-
berius) " It is now, cries Cremutius, we may 
truly say that Pompey's theatre is fallen." 

Sejanus could not forgive him these satyrical 
strokes ; and set * on him two of his clients, or, 

as 
* Acerrimi canes, quos ille (Scjanus) ut sibi uni mansue-

t os, omnibus ferns, haberet, sanguine human() pascebat• 
rircumlatrare homineni incipiunt. Sen. 
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as Seneca says, two of his mastiffs, whom he A.R.176. 
fed with human blood, tame to him alone, andafi.C. 25. 
fierce to all the world besides. These two in-
formers were called Satrius Secundus, and Pina-
rius Natta. Tiberius,.too, did not hide his in-
dignation against a rash author, who had dared 
to praise men that were now universally consi-
dered as traitors and parricides. 

Cremutius, perceiving his destruction resolv-
ed, determined on death; and having consequent-
ly no terms to keep, he pleaded his cause in the 
senate with the utmost constancy and courage. 
" My actions *, fathers, says he, are so innocent, 
that my words only are accused. But neither 
are any words of mine pretended to be pointed 
against the sacred persons comprehended in the 
law against high-treason. I am accused of hav-
ing praised Brutus and Cassius ; men whose sto-
ries many have wrote, and of whom none have 
spoken but honourably." Cremutius proves what 
he had advanced by the examples of Livy, Pol-
lio, Messala. He alledges the panegyric of Cato 
composed by Cicero under the eyes of the dic-
tator Cesar, who contented himself with answer-
ing it by a similar production. He also quotes 
various pieces then in being, Antony's Letters, 
Brutus's Speeches, verses of Catullus, all full of 
opprobrious defamations of Cesar and Augus-
tus. " But these F great men, adds he, were pa-
tient; they even let those writings remain unsup-
pressed. And in such a conduct, I will venture 

to 

* Verba mea, P. C. arguuntur ; adeo factorum innocens 
sum. Tac. 

Sed ipse diviis Julius, ipse divus Augustus, et tulece 
ista, et reliquere, baud facile dixerim moderntione magic, 
an sapientia. Namque spreta exolescunt, si irascare, atipi; 
to vident az% 
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A.R.776. to say, there was as much prudence as modern- 
aft. C.25. tion. 'for such things, when despised, are forgot-

ten; but if you wax angry, you seem to acknow-
ledge them true. Moreover, if any thing is 
perfectly free, if any thing exempt from all re-
striction, it is our judgment on such as being no 
longer of the .number of the living cannot pre-
judice us either in their favour or disfavour. Am 
I of intelligence with Brutus and Cassius, who 
fill with troops the plains of Philippi ? Or do I 
second their arms by seditious harangues ? 
They have now above seventy years been slain ; 
nor subsist but in their representations which 
the victor did not destroy, and in their charac-
ters which the historian perpetuates. Impartial 
posterity * does every man justice ; and if I am 
condemned, not only the names of Brutus and 
Cassius will not be thereby obliterated, but even 
mine will with their's be co-immortal." 

He then vent out of the senate, in a resolu-
tion to end his life by abstinence. But he had 
daughter named Marcia, by whom he was ten-
derly beloved, who opposed this determination. 
He was obliged to deceive. He accordingly 
bathed, and afterwards ordered something into 
his chamber to eat, as was usual after bathing, 
which he threw out of the window, when his 
slaves had retired, to make believe be had eat it ; 
and declined supper under pretence of want of 
appetite. The second and third days he did the 
same ; on the fourth his apparent weakness be-
traved him. Thin, seeing his daughter discon-
solate, " My + dear daughter, says he, embrac- 

ing 

* swim enique (kens posterhas rependet ; nec do erunt, 
si thimnotio innTuit, qui non modo Bruti et Cassi, sect etiam 

inem,,wrint. 
t Cairw3inui, inquit, filia, et hoc untun tots celata vita, itcr 
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ing her, I have never till now concealed any A.R.776. 
thing from y ou in my life. But it is ad o%er att. C. 25.  
'with me. 1. have entered the paths of death, and 

-have made above half my journey. Nou neither 
ought, nor can, recall me to life." He then or-
dered ad the lights of his chamber to be shut, 
and resigned himself to darkness. When the 
news * of his determination had got into the 
city, the public with joy beheld those ravenous 
wolves his informers, baulked of their prey. 
They address themsek es, by Sejanus's advice, to 
the copsuls ; they complain that Creidutius was 
slipping out of their hands by a volun tit., death ; 
they would fain hinder the execution ot a design 
to which they had forced him. While the af-
fair is under deliberation, while his accusers 
present petition on petition, (reniutius, sass Se-
neca, had already pronounced his sentence of 
absolution, and escaped them. 

Neither Tacitus, nor Seneca, inform us whe-
ther his memory was prosecuted, and his for-
tune confiscated. But their silence inclines to be-
lieve that his death put a stop to the suit. His 
books, however, were ordered to be burnt by the 

,senate. But his daughter carefully concealed se"pn" 
them; and some years after produced and restor-
ed them to the public. Seneca and Tacitus had 
some of them ; and if they have since perished, 
they have only shared the common calamity of 
many other valuable pieces of literature. There- 

fore 

mortis ingressus sum, et jam medium fere teneo. Revo. 
Care me nee debes, nee potes. Sen. 

Cognito eonsilio ejus, publiea voluptas erat, quod 
fimeibus avidissimorum lupormn educeretur prrda. Ae-
eusatores, Sejano auctore, adeunt Consulum tribunalia, 
iluerentur mori Cordum, interpellantes quod eoegerant.—
Dum deliberant, dum Aectisatores iteriun adeunt, jam ille 

40' absofverat. Stn. 
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.11.-176. fore Tacitus with his usual freedom derides the 
aft. C. 2:).* stupidity of those who imagine they can by 

present power extinguish the light of truth to 
succeeding times. For on the contrary, says 
he, prohibitions give credit to writings; and 
those who have exercised these severities, have 
reaped no other from it, than infamy to them-
selves, and glory to the persecuted writers. 

Passion fur The passion for accusing was such, that Dru- 
aecusing. sus, Germanicus's second son, having been ap-

pointed governor of Rome during the Latin 
festival, which was a mere nominal office, and 
the shadow of a magistracy, the first time the 
young prince ascended his tribunal, one Cal-
purnius Salvianus presented himself, and desir-
ed leave to prosecute Sex. Marius. The inde-
cency of which proceeding shocked Tiberius him-
self, and occasioned the banishment of Salvianus. 

Vibius se- But Vibius Serenus, the impious accuser of 
refills pro- his father, brought a false charge with impunity tected by 
thepub. against Fontcius Capito, formerly proconsul of 
tic barrel.  Asia. He was worsted ; for the accused proved 

his innocence ; yet t the forgery drew no penal-
ty on Screnus. The public hatred made hint 
secure. For, says Tacitus, audacious informers 
became in a manner sacred and inviolable per-
sons. Only those who did their business by halves 
were sometimes surrendered to punishment. 

About 

"' Quo mngis socordiam eorum irridere Tibet, qui prresen-
ti pntentia credunt exstingui posse etiam sequentis seri me-
moriam. Nam contra punitis ingeniis glisoit auctoritas • 
neque aliud externi Iteges, ant qui cation sanitia usi suet, 
nisi dedecus sibi, atque illis gloriam, peperere. The. 

Neque tamer id Sereno noxce fuit, quern odium publi-
cum tutiorein faciebat. Nam ut quis destrictior accusator, 
velta sacrosanctas era; leves, ignobiles, peenis adficieban‘ 
tur. Tao. iv. 30. 
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About the same time the furthermost Spain A. R.116. 
besought the senate by its ambassadors for arftbe•C:u2.5. leave, after the recent example of Asia, to erect Will not 
a temple to Tiberius and Livia. Tiberius, 1 waoC

ir
ent. tO 

did not live upon chimeras, and whose* judg- tem̀ 
lave 

ment was sufficiently solid to contemn vain ho-erected to 

Hours, laid hold on this occasion to explain his mo- supualini. 
tives for condescending to the desire of the Asi-
atics, and to refute those who censured him for 
giving into vanity. " I know, fathers (says he) 
that many imagine that I deviated from my 
principles, in consenting lately to the request of 
the cities of Asia. For which reason I am glad 
of this opportunity to lay before you the reasons 
of my acquiescence then, and the rules that for 
the future I am determined to observe. Augus-
tus having permitted the inhabitants of Perga-
mus to found a temple to himself and the city of 
Rome, I, with whom all his actions and words 
have the force of laws, the readier followed this 
respectable example, as the senate was to share 
the worship pretended to be paid me. But if a 
prince is to be excused for having once accepted 
of such honours, on the other hand, to suffer 
himself to be consecrated as a divinity in every 
province, is an excess that might be justly taxed 
with vanity and pride ; and the incense offered 
Augustus will lose its value, if flattery prodigally 
multiplies such honours. For myself, fathers, I 
acknowledge, and take you for my witnesses, 
that I am a mere mortal, subject to every weak-
ness of human nature, and abundantly honoured 
by holding the first place among men. And I desire 
that posterity may know that this was my way of 
thinking; and it will do my memory sufficient 
right, if it judges me to have been worthy of 

\Tot- II. 
' Validus ispernendis honori)nt 
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A.R.7 IG. my ancestors, watchful of your interests, nn-- 
aft- C. l5.  moved in perils, and fearless of undeserved en-

mities when the good of the public was con-
cerned. These are *Ahe temples I am ambitious 
of ; which may in your breasts endure for ever ; 
whereas those that are built with hands, if their 
idol is hated by posterity, are despised, and con-
sidered as sepulchres. All my prayers, therefore, 
to the gods and goddesses are, that they would 
grant me to the end of my life a spirit undis-
turbed, and intelligent of human and divine du-
ties ; and I wish my fellow-citizens, our allies, 
and mankind, may retain an honourable remem-
brance of me when I am dead." 

I doubt whether there is an instance of a hea-
then, who, in Tiberius's circumstances, has spoke 
with so much judgment and wisdom. Nothing 
remained to be desired but that he had sincerely 
expressed his sentiments. Notwithstanding few 
approved the modesty of his discourse : some 
thought that he declined divine honours because 
he apprehended that they would not be continued 
after his death : and others attributed this refu-
sal to degeneracy of spirit. And man's wisdom 
is so confined, and the most irrational pride so 
natural to him, that Tacitus, that sensible wri-
ter, does not seem to disapprove of the opinion 
of the last. He expatiates at least complaisantly 
enough on their reasons. " The t most virtuous 

of 

* fitec niihi in animis vestris temple: hae puicherrimoe 
effigies, et mansum. Nam qute saxo struuntur, si judicium 
pusterorum in odium vertit, pro sepulchris spernuntur. 

Optumos qui pe mortalium altissima cupere. Sic Her-
colon .et Liberum apud Gra:cos, Quirinum apud nos, deutn 
moiler° additos. Melius Augustum, qui speraverit. Cetera 
prineipiints statirn adesse: unum insatiabiliter parandum, 
pro:perm-11 sui memoriam Nam contemptu tame, contemni. 
virtutes. Tao. iv. 38. 
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of mortals, said they, covet the most exalted ho- A.R.Ti6. 
'lours. Thus Hercules and Bacchus among the aft. C. 25. 
Greeks, and Quirinus among us, were raised to 
the rank of gods. Augustus too was to be com- 
mended for hoping to attain to the like honour : 
and his expectation was answered by the temples 
erected to him throughout the provinces. All rac.i. 713. 
other gratifications princes presently procure : 
one only is to be pursued insatiably, the glory of 
an eternal name. By contemning fame the lir• 
tues that procure it are contemned." Thus was 
made, I will not say the panegyric, but the apo- 
logy of a sacrilegious folly, that transferred to 
weak mortals the worship due to God the So- 
vereign Creator. 

This year Tiberius began to think seriously of He fora_ 
retiring into the country, and there living far fiesliimsete 
from Borne. Sejanus persuaded him thereto, lotion te7 

leave with a view of making himself more absolutely 
nus  

master of affairs, and even of the emperor's per-lame. 
son : and an incident that proved very disa-
greeable to Tiberius gave great weight to his 
favourite's arguments. 

Votienus Montanus, a Narbonian by birth, a 
man of celebrated wit, but incapable of keeping 
it, in due bounds, and the * Ovid of the orators, 
was accused of high-treason before the senate. 
Among the witnesses, oue was produced that was 
in the service, who with a soldier's freedom, 
thinking of nothing but loading the accused, 
spoke all he knew, without reflecting that he re-
peated things that were very injurious to the 
emperor. It was in vain that he was interrupted, 
or that clamours were raised to silence him, he 
only persisted with the greater obstinacy: so that 

2 	 Tihe-

* Solebat Scaurus Montanum inter oratores Oviditun vo. 
care, Sot. Cuntrov. iv, 224. 
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A.R.-416. Tiberius was informed of what was said of him 
aft. C. 25. in private ; of the odious names given to him ; 

and of the disadvantageous constructions put on 
his conduct and administration. He was so 
struck therewith, that he cried out, That he 
would instantly clear himself ; or at farthest be-
fore this suit was determined : and the entrea-
ties of those about him, and the flatteries of all 
the senators, could scarce calm him. And though 
he seemed easy for the present, yet he never for-
got what he heard : and this remembrance gave 
him great disgust to the assemblies of the senate. 

EusA Votienus was condemned, and banished to the. Usron. 
Baleares ; where he died soon after. 

Tiberius's 	Tiberius, who was very obstinate, having 
rigour to learned on this occasion, that he was reproached 
mod`' with severity against the accused, resolved to be 

more rigorous than ever. A lady named Aquillia, 
being indicted of adultery, the consul elect, Len-
tulus Getulicus, sentenced her to the punishment 
* prescribed by law. But the emperor would 
have her banished : and he struck Apidus Mer-
cula out of the list of senators, for not having 
sworn to Augustus's ordinances. .Two years be-
fore he had by a new hardship deteriorated the 
condition of exiles, whose licence and luxury 
Augustus had sufficiently curtailed. Tiberius de-' 

L Zvi, prived them of the power of making wills. 
Dent k of 	Lentulus Getulicus, father of the consul elect 
Lentulus just spoken of, and L. Domitius, both died this 
Getulicus, a„do.  ear. Lentulus ± not only drew his lustre front 
Domititti. 	 his 
Tile. hr. 44. 

* It appears that Augustus's law, which is meant here, 
only prescribed in cases of adultery the penalty of relega-
tion, which was less severe than banishment, properly so 
called. A person by relegation lost not the rank or rights 
of a Roman citizen, which were forfeited by banishment, 
or interdiction of fire and water, 

Letulo, super ounsulattun et triumphalia de Gletulis 
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his high birth, the honour of the consulship, and A.R.T16. 
the triumphal ornaments for his victories over aft. C. 25. 
the Getulians : but what particularly exalted 
him in the opinion of all just raters of merit, 
were poverty long borne with honour, and af-
terwards 

 
riches virtuously acquired and mo-

destly enjoyed. 
Domitius was not so estimable, though more il-

lustriously descended. Mention is made in the 
Histoire de la Republique, of his grandfather, who 
was killed at the battle of Pharsalia ; and of his 
father, who, after the battle of Philippi, was for 
some time master of the sea, and afterwards 
joined Anthony, whom he deserted just before 
the engagement of Actium, to go over to Au-
gustus. The Domitius we are now speaking of Suct. e'er. 
married the eldest daughter of Anthony and Oc-xiv• 
tavia, and had by her Cn. Domitius, who es-
poused afterwards Agrippina, and was father of 
the emperor Nero. Ile signalized himself in war. 
He passed the Elb, and penetrated farther into 
Germany than any of his predecessors; for which 
he received the triumphal insignia. But his con-
duct and manners were altogether blameable. In 
his youth be valued himself on the scandalous ex-
cellence of being a good coachman. He was ar-
rogant, prodigal, intractable ; while he was only 
edile, he obliged the censoi. Plancus to give him 
the wall. In the games he exhibited as pretor 
and consul, he exposed on the stage, Roman 
knights and women of quality. He also gave 
combats of gladiators, that Listed many days ; 
and with such cruelty, that Augustus, a 

in 
	Lifter hav- 

ing 	vain reprimanded him in private, by an or- 
dinance 

glorive fuerat bene tolerata paupertas, deindc inagnm ope3. 
innocenter partx et inociege habits. 
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A.R.176.dinance put a stop to the excesses. His son tt as 
aft. C. 25. still more vicious than him. 
Death of 	L. Antonius died also at Marseille, the unfor- 
L.Autwil-tunate heir of a great fitmily. He was son of 
us. Tac. Julius Antonius, who was put to death by Au- 

gustus for committing adultery with Julia. His 
mother was Marcella, daughter of Octavia, and 
consequently he was a near relation of Augustus. 
This prince sent him, when very young, to 
Marseille, under pretence of his stud ing there. 
And there L. Antonius died, as I have just men-
tioned, in relegation. His memory was however 
honoured by a pompous funeral ; and his ashes, 
by a decree of the senate, deposited in the tomb 
of the Octavii. 

Divers of- The provinces furnish us with a few facts that 
lairs of the are not very important. The inhabitants of Cy-provinces. 
Tac. Ai. 36. zicus were again deprived of their liberties, which 

43. Au- * Augustus, after having taken them away, had See 
ous•ros, restored to them. They were accused of negli-
under the genre in the religious ceremonies instituted in yeani 732, 
nod 737, their city in honour of Augustus ; and of vio- 

lences committed on some Roman citizens. The 
Lacedemonians and Mes,,enians disputed for the 
possession of a temple of Diana, surnamed Lim-
netis. They were heard contradictorily in the 13e-
nate, and the Messenians carried their cause by 
the authority of ancient titles. The citizens of 
Segestum in Sicily applied for a re-establishment 
of the temple of Venus, on mount Ervx, which 
was falling to ruin. They made the best of their 
relation to the -Romans, and their common ori-
gin from Troy and Eneas. Tiberius heard them 
with satisfaction ; and undertook himself the re-
construction of the temple, as being of the blood 
of the goddess Venus, who was the founder of the 
Julian house. The inhabitants of Marseille peti- 

tioned 
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tioned for a confirmation of the bequest of the A.11.116 
estate of Vulcatius Moschus, a Roman exile, toaft. C. 25. 
their republic, of which he had been admitted a 
member. They brought the famous example 
of Rutilius, whom those of Smyrna had made 
free of their city, though in banishment. And 
they carried their cause. 

In Spain, L. Piso, pretor of the province, wast• rifo ad
s- 

assassinated by a Termestinian peasan t. The mur-r, sssre. 
derer dispatched him with one blow; and, as he Tac•iv. 45- 
-had afleet horse ready, rode off to the mountains, 
and escaped his pursuers by plunging into the 
bye-paths. He was not at first known. But his 
horse, which he let go when he had gained the 
mountains, being taken, discovered him. He was 
found out, and put to the rack to learn his ac-
complices. But in the midst of the tortures, he 
cried out in his own language, that it was in 
vain they endeavoured to force him to confess ; 
that those who were in the secret might safely 
stand by and be witnessesof historments and con-
stancy ; for that no pain should extort from him 
a discovery. Next day preparations were made 
for racking him again. But as he was bringing 
back, he suddenly sprung from his guards, and 
dashed his.head against a wall with such force that 
he expired instantly. It was thought that the 
assassination of Piso was the effect of a conspi-
racy of the Termestinians, whom be treated with 
a rigour that was insupportable to barbarians. 

.771. CN. LENTULUS GETULICUS. 	 A.11  alt. C. f..G. C. CALVISIUS. POppLUS 

Thrace, agitated by commotions, and reduced make.; ma 
to submission by Poppcus Sabin us, afforded that °" the  hracinns, 
general the triumphal ornaments, during theamtre. 

con•  eel% the 
t rittutplutl 
uniamentg. 
:rat.. iv. 64,' 
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A.R.M.consulship of Lentulus Getulicus, and C. Calvi-
aft. C. 26.sius. 

The Thracians were in general a fierce peo-: 
ple ; but particularly such of them as inhabited 
the mountains, who breathed nothing but war, 
and could not bear slavery. They had been al- • 
ways accustomed not to obey even their own 
kings, but so far as their caprice dictated ; and if 
they assisted the Romans with troops, it was only 
against their neighbours, and they were then un-
der their own captains. They would not there-
fore sufferthe Romans to take away their stoutest 
men and inlist them among their troops : and 
they were particularly alarmed by a rumour, that 
they were to be dispersed into distant regions se-
parated from one another, and blended with sol-
diers of other countries. However, before they 
took up arms, they sent deputies to Poppeus, to 
declare to him, that they Ns-ere friends to the 
Roman people, and disposed to obey them, pro-
vided they were not overburdened by new im-
positions : but that if they were to be treated 
like slaves, they let him know that they had a 
numerous youth, arms, and courage ; and were 
determined upon liberty or death. At the same 
time they pointed to their forts founded on 
precipices,. into which they had conveyed their 
old men and women ; and threatened a difficult, 
dangerous, and bloody war. 

Poppeus gave them gentle answers, till he had 
put himself in a respectable condition. When 
Pomponius Labeo had brought him a legion 
from Mesia, and Rymctalces had joined him 
with a body of loyal Thracians, he marched with 
all his forces united against the enemy. He easily 
drove them out of the open country, where the 
boldest of them had posted themselves; and 

there 
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there fixed his camp. But he found more diffi- 
culty in attacking a fort built on the ridge of a afc. C. 24.  
hill, and defended b) a great number of these re-
bels, some of them armed, and the rest supply-
ing their want of weapons by a double portion of 
courage. His camp was not far from them : and 
as he saw the most resolute of the enemies come 
out of the fortifications, singing and dancing in 
their barbarous manner, he detached against 
them his archers, who having approached too 
near, were routed by a brisk unexpected sally ; 
and had like to have been surrounded, but for 
the precaution the Roman general bad taken of 
keeping ready to assist them a body of Sicam-
brians, a German people not less impetuous and 
boisterous than the Thracians. 

He found that it was absolutely necessary to 
besiege in form people that were,determinedto 
defend themselves to the last ; and advanced 
nearer the fort, leaving in his old intrenclunents 
the auxiliary 'Thracians, who were useless in a 
siege. Them he permitted to ravage the country, 
to put all to sword and fire, and to plunder what-
ever they could ; provided their pillage was con-
fined to the day, and that they passed the nights 
in .the camp, which they were to secure by keep-
ing a good guard. These of tiers were at first ob-
served ; but in a little time the Thracians, en-
riched by plunder, chose to enjoy their opu-
lence. Wine acid good cheer had invincible 
attractions for that nation. They abandoned 
themselves thereto, and consequently to negli-
gence : and, instead of corps-de-gardes and sen-
tinels to secure the camp, nothing w as to be 
seen but men extended on the ground, and in-
toxicated with liquor. 

The 
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A.R.171. The enemy had intelligence of this disorder, 
aft. C. 26. and made proper advantage of it. Having divid-

ed into two bodies, and fixed on the night as the 
most favourable time for a surprize, they at the 
same time attacked the Roman camp, and those 
who were ravaging the country. The attempt on 
the camp was properly a false attack, in order 
to employ the _Romans, and hinder them from 
knowing the danger of their allies. And they 
succeeded, and cut in pieces, with all imaginable 
ease, their faithless countrymen. For they found 
them laid along the entrenchments, or dispersed 
about the country ; and they made the greater 
slaughter of them, as they considered them as 
deserters and traitors, who had united with the 
oppressors of their country to reduce it to ser-
vitude. 

Thus they sated their vengeance ; and that 
was all the fruit of their success. The Roman 
general did not therefore remit the siege. He 
raised his batteries, played his machines, and by 
cutting off all communication between the be-
sieged and the country, reduced them to want. 
They particularly suffered from thirst, having 
but one fountain for them all, both soldiers and 
useless mouths. Their horses and beasts of bur-
den, which were shut up with them, perished 
for want of forage : and their carcasses, mixed 
with the bodies of men dead of thirst or their 
wounds, not only shocked the sight, but infect-
ed the air. 

To these distresses discord accrued. Some, quite 
disheartened, were disposed to surrender ; de-
spair made others furious : and these last were 
also divided, part of them being for suicide, and 
more for seeking death in the midst of the ene-
my. Each of these parties had its leader. Dinis 
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a, venerable old man, whom long experience had A.13:71 
ttitOn the power of the Romans in arms, anuaft. 
their clemeueN in victory, notonly advised a sur-
render, but set them an example by submitting 
with his wife and children to the 
was followed by all that were weak through sex. 
or age, and by such, says Tacitus, as had a gret 
er passion for life than glory. Tana and 'lure 
who were at the head of the two other part 
did also themselves what they advised oth 
Tarsa, crying with a loud voice, that as soon a 
one was determined not to survive liberty, the 
shortest way to death was the best ; and that 
one's hopes and fears were to be at once extin-
guished ; buried his sword in his breast : nor 
Were there wanting those who imitated him. 

Turesis, accompanied by such as chose to sell 
their lives dearly, stayed for night ; and then 
made a vigorous sally. and briskly assaulted the 
Roman camp. Poppet's  was prepared for it, and 
had given all proper ort;ers. But the natural fury 
of the Thracians, heightened by despair, made 
them perform wonders, and force the entrench-
ments in some places. They were not, however, 
able to maintain their ground. And valour and 
conduct at last triumphed over blind rage : so 
that after the engagement had lasted all night, 
the Thracians were beat back to their fort, which 
they were forced to deliver up. Other eircum-
jacent castles surrendered also. But some re-
mained unreduced. Ilowtkver, the sudden, ri-
gorous winter of mount Emus, obliged the Ito-
mans to retire from their imperfect conquest ; 
which did not hinder Poppens from obtaining, 
as I said, the triumphal ornaments. 	 rilxrinT 

This year Tiberius executed at last the design 
he had long formed of quitting Home for ever. 1th;mo- 

IIe dvcs. 
ir. 

   
  



286 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.Tn.He took for a pretext the dedication of two 
aft. C.26- temples one to Jupiter at Capua, and the other 

to Augustus at Nola ; and set out accordingly 
for Campania.. Sejanus's counsels, as I have 
said, contributed to his taking this resolution. 
But since after the death of that minister he con-
tinued in his retreat six whole years, it is plain 
that he had motives of his own, independent of 
Sejanus's impulse. 

These Taeitus investigates. And the first he 
assigns is, that Tiberius, ashamed * of his cruelty 
and debauchery, strove to hide in solitude, what 
in deeds he proclaimed. Besides, he was naturally 
gloomy ; and during his recess at Rhodes, had 
got the habit of living sequestered. Some have 
imagined that the deformity of his person, in no 
very advanced age, nade him uneasy, and de-
termined him to avoid shewing himself. For 
though he was not then above sixty-seven, and of 
a good constitution, yet was he grown very lean 
and decrcpid, which ill agreed with his exces-
sive height. His head too was bald, and his 
face so ulcerous, that he was generally feigned 
to use plasters. 

Another motive was the haughtiness of his 
mother, who grew every day more insupportable 
to him. He disdained sharing the government 
with her, and knew not how to exclude her to 
whom he owed the empire. She, on her side, 
took care to reproach him with her services, and 
to remind him that it was she who hindered 
Augustus from preferring Gcrmanicus to him. 
This soured ,the intercourse of the mother and 
son, till they came to a rupture on the follow-
ing occasion. 

Livia 
* Smvitiam ac libidiuem gut= factis promeret, 

occultantemt 
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Livia had desired Tiberius to make a judge of A.R.Tri. 
new citizen whom she patronized; and after she aft. C. 26. 

hid often repeated her request, he told her at last, ta* 
that he would not do it, unless she would consent 
that on the roll which contained the names of the 
judges should be wrote, that the nomination of 
this man was a favour which his mother had ex- 
torted from him. This extremely provoked Li- 
via ; who in her passion drew out of her cabinet, 
where she kept her most valuable things, an old 
letter of Augustus, which she read to him, in 
which that •prince complained to her of the rug- 
ged intractable temper of her son. Tiberius was 
so piqued at this home stroke, and her having 
so long preserved that letter for so malicious an 
use, that he determined to leave Rome for good. 

He set out with a very small train ; accompa- Tor Hied but by one senator, Cocceius Nerva, a con- 
sular person and great lawyer ; and some knights, 
of which but two were of eminence, Sejanus and 
Curtius Atticus. He had also with him a few 
men of learning, mostly Greeks, with whosesues T..  conversation he intended to amuse himself. For hx: 
he was himself a man of letters, but odd in learn- 
ing as in every thing else ; obscure and affected 
in his style ; fond, not of good authors, but of 
writers that were scarce ever heard of ; and a 
lover of mythology to childishness, so that 
fatigued those who made profession of it by ri- 
diculous questions, such as who was Hecuba's 
mother, what name Achilles went by when in 
woman's doaths in the isle of Seyros ? and 
others equally futile, which nobody knows, nor 
desires to know. 

At his departure it was rumoured, that accord- r h.. 
ing to the aspect of the heavens, and the predie- Sire/. T. 
lions of the astrologers, he would never retur01- 

to 
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A.R.177. to Rome ; and this opinion was the cause of the 
:ft. C. 26.tiestruction of many, who thence concluding 

that he would die soon, and consequently taking 
the liberty of talking and acting without con-
straint, experienced that he did not want time 
to exercise his cruelty. For lie lived eleven years 
longer, without ever re-entering Rome ; though 
he often came to the foot of the walls. Upon 
which Tacitus, always credulous in astrology and 
divination, admires how near the art was to 
mistaking. Whereas we ought rather to be 
surprised that it came so near the truth. 

Tiberius's age, and his aversion forhis capi-
tal, \ VCR: the sources of the marvellous discovery 
of the astrologers ; and when they found he 
outlived their expectation, they were, without 
doubt, more astonished than any body at the ac-
complishment of their prediction. 

7,4e• i.-. 67. Tiberius, Avhen he quitted Rome, forbade by a 
sC!* Tili.  decree, that was publicly stuck up, his quiet to 

be interrupted by any one; and wherever he went, 
soldiers were posted to prevent his being ap-
proached. Thus he travelled all over Campa-
nia. But not finding himself yet solitary enough, 
and constrained by the sight of cities and men, 
having dedicated the two before-mentioned tem-
ples, he, the next year, quitted the continent, 
and %vent into the island of caprew. 

A. R.77 
	l\I. LICINIUS CitAsst.s. 

art. C. Ty. 	L. CALeuaN Ins Pisa. 

He gatk,-; 	This island, which the long residence of Tibe- 
in tin bde • 	, 
of Caprete.  1.1 na-, made so famous, was altogether adapted 

to his intention of concealing himself. It is sur- 
rounded 

Pattlit bre‘c corifiniinn antis et 'alsi, veraque quani oh-
tegercutitr, 
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rounded with rocks, and accessible but by one A.R.-t'is 
place, so that nobody can land unseen. 	It is aft. C.2 
also a delicious habitation ; for the winters. are 
mild there, because it is defended by a moun- 
tain from the north winds ; and it is refreshed in 
the summer by the western gales ; it looks on 
the gulf of Naples, whose coast made a charm- 
ing prospect before it was disfigured by the ra- 
vages of mount Vesuvius. Its circuit is. ac- 
cording to Pliny, about forty miles; and Tibe- 
rius built there twelve pleasure-houses, that had 
each its proper name. 

I said, that it was chiefly solitude, and diffi- fisher- 
culty of access, that made Tiberius relish this rantil 

isle ; and the adventure of an unfortunate fisher- 17sacrius.3' 
man proves it. This man, having clambered iti•T''• 
over some steep rocks to bring the emperor a 
present of a fine large mullet he had taken, and 
having appeared before him unexpectedly, Ti- 
herius, displeased with the surprise, ordered his 
face to be rubbed with his fish ; and as the poor 
fellow while under the execution of the tyran- 
nical order, felicitated himself for not having 
also brought a large lobster that he had likewise 
taken, Tiberius was so inhuman as to take ad- 
vantage of the intelligence to increase his punish.: 
meta, by substituting the lobster to the mullet, 
and set his face in a gore of blood. 

Tiberius had sought this retreat to get free Tiberius  
from constraint. He was tired of curbing, as he “!,tmirs 
had hitherto done, his passions and vices. Now h 1.; 
he was determined to live at his ease ; * and as iiten1P12-  
much as he had formerly applied himself to public 

,I 
 

business, so much did he now deliver himself up  l
i
n:10'1(qm 

to idleness ; which he only interrupted to do 
He 

Quanto intentus olim publicas ad euras, tanto ()cent. 
tor in hums et maluur otiurn resolutuu. Tar. 
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A.R.rts. He so totally renounced the adirunistration of 
aft. C. 21. affairs, that from this time lie did not till up the 
Sad. Tsb. vacancies of the judges ; he neither changed the 

military officers, nor the governors of the pro-
vinces that were near ; be left Spain and Syria 
many years without proconsuls ; and he suffered 
the barbarians to insult the frontiers on all sides, 
with as much dishonour as danger to the empire. 
His only business was pleasure. He even creat-
ed a new office in his household under that ti-
tle, and made a Roman knight, named Cesonius 
Priscus, intendant of his pleasures. 

Plitt. xi v. 	He had always loved wine and good eating ; 
22. Suet• and from his first campaigns had subjected him-

self to jests on that score. When he became 
emperor he did not mend. Suetonius relates, 
that at the very time when a reformation of 
manners was thought of at Rome, Tiberius spent 
two days and two nights at table without inter-
ruption, with Pomponius Flaccus and L. Piso. 
And he rewarded these companions of his de-
bauchery afterwards, by making one governor 
of Syria, and the other prefect of the city ; and 
lie was not ashamed to own his motives in their 
patents, %; herein he called them agreeable friends, 
and friends of all hours. In his recess at Capreze, 
be gave a loose to this failing, not only unworthy 
or a prince, but of any man of reputation. We 
may guess at what he did in this vice, by the 
honours he bestowed on those who distinguished 
themselves in drinking, or inventing good cheer. 

rib. xiv. He was curious to see, and contemplated with 
22. 

	

	admiration, one Nowlin's Torquatus of „Milan, 
who, valuing himself on an accomplishment 
more befitting a porter than a pretor, as he had 
been, could swallow at a draught three congii, 

mt. 	that is, near ten pints of wine. He preferred 
for 
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for questor before very illustrious candidates a A.R."ns. 
nameless man, who, by his invitation, had emp. aft. C. 27. 
tied at an entertainment an amphora of wine, 
which contained above four-and-twenty pints. 
And another had from him a gratification of two 
hundred thousand sesterces for a dialogue, in 
which he introduced the mushroom, becafigo, 
oyster, and thrush, disputing the prize. 

I do not mention another sort of debauchery 
yet more shaneful, nor the bestialities by which 
this impure old man has for ever stigmatised the 
isle of Caprex. Suetonius, whose pen has taken 
the liberty to trace the detail of these horrors, 
has been deservedly blamed by the gravest au- 
thors, and has merited to have Bayle for his 
apologist. 

When Rome was in perfect peace, a sudden and Fifty  thou' 
instantaneous misfortune destroyed a great num- ridd  filled or 
ber of Romans, that would have fallen in a bloody wounded 

11 defeat. At Fidena, one Atili us a freed-man, u nder- o
bir

a
t
n
ht_

a
.

m
fa
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took to exhibit a combat of gladiators ; and as he phitheatre: 
did it, not out of ostentation of his wealth, nor 7.̀ " iv. 62. 

to get reputation, but out of hopes of a sordid 
gain, he was saving in the building of his am- 
phitheatre, and neither made its foundation 
strong enough, nor its timber sufficiently solid. 
The passion of the Romans for spectacles was 
now irritated by the austerity of Tiberius, who 
was weaning them from such pleasures. The 
proximity of the place also invited them. So 
that most of the inhabitants of Rome, men and 
women of all ages, thronged to Fidena. The 
edifice was not able to sustain so enormous a 
weight. Part of it fell in with the spectators ; 
while some of its ruins burst outwards, and. 
crushed those who were gathered round it. The 
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A.R.T1s.calamity was terrible ; many * were instantly. 
aft. C. 21. killed, and they at least escaped long torments.. 

Those were more to be pitied, who, dangerously 
wounded, and bereft of part of their bodies, 
were yet not forsaken of life ; and who, besides 
their own affliction, suffered also for their wives 
or children, whom they saw by day, and by 
night could distinguish by their lamentations. 
When the news of this fatal accident had spread, 
an infinity of persons came to the spot to look 
for, or deplore, one his father, another his bro-
ther or friend. The alarm in Rome was exces-
sive : all those who had friends or relations ab-
sent, trembled for them ; anti the dread greatly 
exceeded the reality of the mischief, in itself 
prodigious. For the number of those who were 
killed or wounded by the fall of this amphithe-
atre amounted to fifty thousand. 

The + doors of the grandees were thrown open 
to the unfortunate wounded, whom they assisted 
with surgeons and medicines. And at that junc-
ture, the city, though sorrowful of aspect, recalled 
the memory of ancient times ; when, after great 
battles, the senators took into their houses, and 
by their liberality, relieved the wounded. To 

prevent 

* Et illi quidem quos principium stragis in inortem ad-
fixerat, ut tali sorte, cruciatum effugere. Miscrandi magic. 
quos abrupta parte corpor;s, nondmn vita deseruerat : qni 
per diem visit, per noetem ululatibus et gemitu, conjuges 
aut Micros noscebant. Jam ce'.eri fama exciti, hie fratrenir  
propinquum We, alias parentes, lamentari. Etiam quorum 
divcrsa de causa amici aut necessat aberant,pavere tament 
nequc dum emnperto, quos illa vis rerculisset, latior ex in- 
certo meths. Tex. 	 ; • t Std) recentem eladem patucre proeerum domes:' fo-
ment:I, et mcdici passim pra biti: fuitque orbs per illos dieR, 
quanquom nnesta fhcie, veterum institutis s mills, qui Inag-
ua pot pradia saucios largitione et ct.ra sustentabant. 2ac.. 
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prevent the .like disasters, the senate decreed,A.R:ns. 
'that no one should exhibit combats of gladiators,aft•C• 27. 
who was not worth * four hundred thousand •About 
sesterces • and also regulated the proper pre- , o croons.

o 
cautions about the foundations of .the amphi-
theatre. Atilius was punished by exile. 

The agonies from this deadly blow were yetttevb
ie
e. 

 
recent, when Rome was again afflicted by a ter-.6u;,, gene-
rible fire, which consumed all the quarter olr,osity. i

t
.
h
i
e
ta

se
te
zte

o
.
t mount Celius. The superstitious vulgar, look- 

ing on the year as unfortunate, found the cause 
of it in the prince's absence ; who, they said, had 
set out with bad omens. But Tiberius stifled 
these murmurs by his generosity. He indemni-
fied the proprietors of the houses that were burn-
ed; and- that without waiting for entreaty or so-
licitation , and without any personal consideration. 
Those who had no interest, and were even un- 
• known at court, were sent for, and paid the ne-
cessary sums for rebuilding their houses. A mu-
nificence so worthy of a prince, did Tiberius 
great honour ; and he was formally thanked for 
it by the senate. And to perpetuate the remem-
brance of the emperor's liberality, it was even 
proposed to change the name of mount Celius, 
and to call it for the future mount Augustus. 
But this denomination was not lasting. 

Hitherto all was right ; but now flattery began 
to interfere. A statue of Tiberius, standing in 
the house of Junius a senator, bad escaped the 
flames ; doubtless, because great ce:e had been 
taken of a thing, the neglect of which would ha\ e 
been hazardous. This event was exalted into a 
miracle. It was observed, that the same thing 
had happened to Quintia Claudia, who statue, 

2 	 twice 
+ Sine ambitione aut proximorum precibus, ignotos et iam 

et ultra accitos numificentia juvcrat. 

   
  



294 	 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R.118.twiee spared* by the flames, had been eonse- 
aft. C. 21' crated in the temple of the mother of the gods, 

Thence it was concluded, that the Claudii were 
favourites of heaven, and that a religious respect 
ought to be paid to a place where the gods had 
given such signal proof of their concern for the 
emperor. Such was the baseness of the Roman 
senate. 

A.11.719. 
aft. C.28. 

AP. JUNIUS SILANUS. 
P. SILIUS NERVA. 

Revolt of 	The year that followed Tiberius's retreat into, 
the nisi. the isle of Caprex affords us proof of what we zs.

man
T

i
li
og
e
. 

 have said, after Suetonius, concerning the in-
ses. 	difference. of the emperor about the incursions 
Tee. iv' 72.  of the barbarians, and the dishonour of the Ro 

man name. For the Frisians revolted ; and tba 
occasion of their rising is remarkable. 

They were a poor people, from whom Drusus 
had exacted no other tribute than certain ox. hides 
for the soldiers bucklers and machines of war. 
These they quietly paid, till avarice and exaction 
embittered the yoke that they patiently bore. The 
strength, thickness, and size of the hides they 
were to furnish had never been fixed. One 0-
lennius, formerly first centurion of a legion, 
having been appointed governor of Frisia, in-
sisted that the hides of wild bulls should be the 
models of those of the tribute. This was tying 
the Frisians to impracticable conditions, as the 

beasts in the German forests were very 
large, and their domestic cattle very small. 
Finding it therefore impossible to obey this new 

* Valerim Mcocimus (1. i. c. 8) gives us the dates of these 
two preterded n 	; and places the first in the year of 
Rome which we count the 741st, iknd the ether in the 
year 754. 
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law, they first parted with the herds themselves ;A.R.119. 
next resigned their lands; and at last surrenderedaft. C. 26- 
their wives and children to bondage; in payment 
of, the rigorous exaction. Hence murmurings, 
and complaints ; and when these were disregard- 
ed, a recourse to arms, and a seizure of the sol- 
diers that came to levy the tribute, whom they 
hanged on trees. Olennius himself only escaped 
their fury by flight into the fort of Flevum 
which was situated, as the name demonstrates, 
on the most eastern mouth of the Rhine, and 
well garrisoned. There the Frisians besieged 
him : but raised the siege at the approach of 
Apronius, commandant in the lower Germany, 
who descended the Rhine with considerable for- 
ces ; and prepared to defend their own country. 

i • Apronius entered t, having thrown bridges 
over the marshes that covered it. He soon came 
up with the enemy ; and an engagement ensued, 
in which he made a capital mistake. For instead 
of sending at once a body of troops sufficient to 
produce a great effect, be only detached small 
parties of horse and light foot, who, coming up 
one after another, were inevitably beat ; and af-
terwards terrified and disordered those that were 
advancing to support them. At last, the fifth 
legion was obliged to be sent entire against the 
rebels ; and it brought off all those little detach-
ments that were in danger of being cut off. 
The Frisians were. then repulsed ; but the loss 
was considerable on the Romans' side, who left 
en the field of battle many officers, tribunes, pre-
fects, and centurions. 

3 	 This 

* See what has been said about the junction of the Rhine 
and the Issel, Book II. under the year 740. 
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A. 8.779. This blow was not the only one the Romans 
aft.0 . 28. received from the Frisians. At some distance 

from this action nine hundred soldiers were en-
tirely cut to pieces. And in another place four 
hundred were reduced by them to mutual slaugh-
ter, to prevent falling into their hands. And 
things continued in this situation ; Apronius, 
not daring to revenge these disgraces and losses ; 
and Tiberius dissembling the knowledge of them, 
lest he should be obliged to employ some gene-
ral of sense and service. The senate, continu-
ally exposed to the cruelty of the prince, and 
busied about its own dangers, was little anxious. 
about distant evils on the frontiers. 

Agrippina. This year Tiberius married Agrippina, Ger-
Germani- manicus's daughter, to Cn. Dominus, the nobi-,s  
daughter lit y of whose paternal blood was yet set oft' by the cus 
married to honour of belonging to the imperial family by his 
Cn. Dond-mother's side, who was eldest daughter of Octa-tius. 
Tar. iv. 75. Via.. But he degraded himself by an haughty 
Sfict. Ner. temper and odious manners. He was yet a child s. 6, 

when accompanying young C. Cesar into the east , 
he killed one of his freed-men, because he would 
not drink as much as he ordered ; for which 
crime he was removed from about that prince ;. 
but he did not grow more moderate. Riding full 
speed through a town in the Appian road, lie 
chose to demolish a child that be saw, rather than 
stop or turn aside. At Rome, in the forum, he 
put out the eye of a Roman knight, who took 
more liberty in a dispute with him than he liked. 
He was unjust and faithless, buying things at 
public sales that he would never pay for : and in 
his pretorship he defrauded of their pay the con-
ductors of the chariots in the circus. At last, be-
ing accused of treason, several adulteries, and in-
cest with his own sister Domitia Lepida, in the 

close 
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close of Tiberius's reign, he escaped condemna- A.R.779. 
tion but by the death of that emperor. Agrip-aft- C. 26i 
?ilia, we know, did not yield in vice to such an 
husband. So that * he might well say-, that from 
him. and that princess, nothing could be born but 
some monster fatal to the human species : and 
his prediction was but too well verified by the 
crimes and cruelties of Nero their son. 

The marriage of Agrippina was preceded by Death of 
the death of Julia, her aunt, and grand-daughteduit-sA,s' 
of Augustus, who had been banished by him, as 

rau er.ng;l leas been elsewhere said, for adultery, into the 2  
isle of Trimetus on the coast of Apulia. -j- She The. iv."' 
lived twenty years in relegation, supported by 
the bounty of Livia, who, says Tacitus, after 
having by dark plots ruined all her husband's 
family, affected public chew of compassion for 
misfortunes of which she herself was the cause. 
.But was not Julia by her bad conduct the true 
cause of her misery ? and if there were vanity in 
Livia's assistance, was not that still better than a 
cruelty that might have let her languish in want ? 
We teach men, and princes particularly, to do 
ill, when we are not thankful for those good ac-
tions they do, but pry into their secret inten-
tions for something to decry them. 

I shall mention here the death of Q. Haterius,r
t

e
.
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though it happened two years before. He lived till 
,he was nearly ninety; and had a greater reputation ve.c.ics 
for wit and eloquence, than for dignity and noblet;kg".ene4ei 
sentiments. We may recollect some strokes of E,..eZ' 

o Prmsagio fuit Domitii vox, negantis quidquain ex se et 
Agrippina, nisi detestabile et malo public° nasei potuisse, 
Suet. 

Illic viginti annis exsilium toleravit, Auguste opt 
• sustentata: quze florentes privignos quum per oecultum sub.. 
wortisset, misericordiam ergs adflictos palm ostentabat.Tat 
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A.R.'t 79. his flattery. His eloquence was much esteemed 
aft. C.28. in his lifetime ; but it did not support an equal 
sen. am. reputation in writing after his death. His talent 
from L iv. was an astonishing ease and volubility of dis-Sem Bp. 

• ' course. He said whatever he would in choice 
language, and with great extent of thought. He 
spoke readily, never stopped, never hesitated ; 
but proceeded in an equal manner from the be-
gininng to the end. But as he was incapable of 
governing himself, he wanted *, as Augustus 
said, to have his wheels triged. And as he knew 
his failing, he employed the assistance of a freed-
man, who used to keep by him when he spoke, 
and let him know when be had sufficiently in-
sisted on a point, and when, on the contrary, he 
might retouch a topic : and, what is wonderful, 
Haterius had always sufficient command over 
himself to follow step by step this man who led 
him, as it were in a string. it is very conceiv-
able that an orator of this kind might appear in-
ferior to himself when he was no longer to be 
heard, but to be read. He had f  indeed more 
fire than judgment ; and as the elaborate com-
positions of others flourish after them, so the 
melody of voice and fluency of words that were 
peculiar to Haterius died with him. 

A.F."180. 	C. RUBELLIUS GEMINUS. 
aft. C. 29. 	C. FUFIUS GEMINUS. 
Livia's Undpr the consuls Rubellins and Fufius, Li- death. IIer 
eltaractcr. via  (lied, at the age of eighty-six. She had been 

called tineof the 
emperor 
her non. 	• Augustus optime dixit ; Haterius noster sufflaminan. Tat.. v. 1. 
Suet. Tib. aus est. Sen. Contr. 
51. 	1- Scilicet impetu magis quam cura vigebat utque alio-
pio,L lviii. rum  meditatio et labor in posterum valescit, sic Haterii cano-

rum illud et profluens cum ipso simul exstinetura est. :i"of. 
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called since Augustus's decease Julia Augusta, A.H.zso. 
which namesthat emperor conferred on her when aft. C. 29. 
he adopted her by his will. Thus to the nobility 
of the Claudii, from whom she descended, and to 
that of the Livii, into whose family her father 
had been adopted, she added that of the Ju 
which was become the first house in the world. 

Her virtue is never called in question in histo- 
ry, unless we condemn her marriage with Au-
gustus, as being contracted in such circum- 
stances as might give room to criticism and 
suspicion. In other things Tacitus acknow-
ledges * that she equalled in her conduct, the 
most virtuous matrons of antiquity, whom she 
surpassed in politeness : she was an imperious 
mother, a complaisant wife, well comporting 
with the nice arts of her husband, and the dis-
simulation of her son. 

Her resemblance to this picture, which is of 
Tacitus's drawing, is confirmed by the strokes 
of other historians. Suetonius says, that the 
emperor Caligula, who had wit enough, to ex-
press Livia's cunning and subtlety, often called 
her t Ulysses in petticoats. According to Dio, 
being once asked by what secret she had attained 
so much influence over Augustus : " /11y secret, 
answered she, is very simple. I have always be-
haved prudently. I have studied to please him. 
And I have never been indiscreetly curious, nei-
ther about his affairs, nor even his galantrics, of 
.which I have affected to be ignorant." The 
same writer praises her for having been an asylum 

to 
* Sanetitate domes prise= ad morem, comis ultra quam 

antiquis feminis probatum : mater impotens, uxor facilis, et 
tam artilms mariti, simulatione Slii, bene composita. 

Ulyssem stolatum. Suet. Calig. .e3„ 
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A.R.Iso. to many senators in their adversities, for having 
aft. C. 29. brought up the children of some of them, and 

for having assisted others in disposing well of 
their daughters : noble uses of her power and 
.riches. 

But ambition was her vice. And though I do 
'not think it is proved from history that she re-
moved by sword and poison all obstacles to her 
son's elevation ; yet it is not to be doubted but 
that she was passionately desirous of having him 
emperor, and that in order thereto she made 
her advantage of all the accidents, disorders, and 
vices, that deprived Augustus of part of his fami-
ly, and rendered the rest odious to him. 

However, the immoderate ambition of the mo-
ther was properly punished by the ingratitude of 
the son, who, not to mention the other disgusts 
he gave her, saw her but once from the time he 
left Rome to her death, that is, during the space 
of three years ; and who was hard-hearted enough 
not to visit her in her last illness. Neither did 
be attend her funeral, which was not sumptuous, 
but excused himself, in a letter to the senate, on 
account of the multitude and importance of pub-
lic affairs, while he rioted in his pleasures, to 
which his mother's death brought no interrup-
tion. 

Livia's funeral encomium was pronounced from 
the rostra by C. Cesar her great-grandson, after-
wards the emperor Caligula : and she had little 
more honour• paid her memory. For as to those 
which the senate decreed in great number, and pro-
bably very cordially, Tiberius took care to reduce 
them sufficiently ; and expressly forbade her be-
ing consecrated as a divinity, saying it would be 
contrary to her own choice. 	Not that he was 
mot more religious, but only, more malicious 

than 
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than Claudius, who afterwards ordered d.  ivine A. R.780. 

• honours to be paid to Livia, whose .grandson  he  aft. C.29. 
was. Tiberius would not even sutier a ttium- sua.claud. 
phal arch to be raised to Livia, though the e.. 1.11i-o.  
nate had ordered it. But, aware of the inde-
cency of opposing the decree, he thought of an  
expedient ; which was to undertake himself its 
construction. But he never set about it ; and' 
thus the senate's decree was rendered ineffectual. 

Livia's will was also neglected and annulled by Tac.pitat. 
her son. Far from paying her legacies to her 
friends, Tiberius studiously maltreated them: 
and condemned a Roman knight of her court 
the pump, the same thing as at this time L r,L ' 
gallies. • Galba, afterwards emperor, .„ 1. 	cr. con. 
high a rank to be so used. But Tiberius detratia-j- 
ed 	of a very considerable legacy kit him by 
Livia, because the sum was not all expressed in 
words. On this pretence he reduced it to a 
tenth ; which he never paid. He she ed his 
ungrateful, malicious disposition, in the first let-
ter he wrote to the senate alter Livia's death. 
He therein censured those who by insipid com-
plaisance insinuated themselves into the good 
graces of women. Futius, then consul, was the 
person he aimed at. For Fufius* was highly 
favoured by Livia ; and, being a man of wit, 
used to enliven conversation by biting sarcasms 
on Tiberius. The great, says Tacitus, do not 
soon forget such offences ; and accordingly they 
cost Fulius his life soon after. 

• .e3 After 

	

	 ,r Livia's death, Tiberius':, gON eminent be- a, 
came more severe and tyrannie than ever. She uncut  srube  

had parried many a blow, because 'Tiberius had coniesmone 
not  tyrannie 

(Jon u!ut, 
* Is gratin Auguste floruerat, dicax idem, et Tiberhan 

 

acerbis facetiis itui.lere solitus ; quorum apud pra,potentec 
in kalgam  menturia ett. Tue. 
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A.R.180. not been able to get rid of an old habit of paying.  
aft. C.39.  a deference to his mother's desires; and Sejanus 

durst not cross her. Her death freed them both 
from constraint ; and instantly appeared the un-
just and inhuman orders against the widow and 
eldest son of Germanicus. But this fact implies 
the whole series of Scjanus's intrigues; which 
it is now time to unravel. 

S E C T. II. 
Origin and fortune of Sejanus. His ambitious 

projects. His character. He poisons Dru-
sus, Tiberius's son. Tiberius's resolution at 
his son's death. Suspected of insensibility. 
Honours decreed to the memory of Drusus. His 
funeral. Another manner of relating Drusus's 
death ; refuted by Tacitus. rices imputed to 
Drusus. His generosity. General affixtion 
for the family of Germanicus. Scjanes under-
takes its ruin. Flattery of the pontifs to Nero, 
and Drusus. Tiberius's complaints, aggravat-
ed by Sejanus. Silius and Sosia his wife ac-
cused and condemned. Moderation and wis-
dom of Man. Lepidus. Regulation for making 
magistrates responsible for the extortion of 
their wives in their governments. Sejanus 
asks leave of Tiberius to marry Drusus's wi-
dow. Tiberius refuses him, but with great 
gentleness. Sejanus inspires Tiberius with the 
vl si,f,rn of retiring from Rome. Claudio Pul-
cra accused by Domitius Afer. Agrippina's 
complaints on that subject. Domitius Afer 
more esteemed for his eloquence than his pro-
bity. Agrippina demands of Tiberius to be 
remarried. He makes her no answer. Agrip-
pina, deceived by S'ejanus's emissaries, ima- 

1,ines 
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gives Tiberius has a design to poison her. Ad. 
venture that increases Sejanus's credit with Ti-
berius. Sejanus sets about destroying Nero, 
Gernzanicus's eldest son. Quintilius Varus ac-
cused by Domitius Afer. Guards set over 
Agrippina and Nero. Titius Sabinus, who 
was attached to them, perishes by signal infi-
delity. Faithfulness of Sabinus's dog. His 
accusers punished some time after. Flattery 
of the senate. Tiberius and Sejanus permit 
the Romans to come and pay their court to 
them. Tiberius writes to the senate against 
Agrippina, and her son. His letter is incli,c-
tual. Another letter from Tiberius. Hiatus 
in Tacitus. Condemnation of Agrippina, 
ro, and Drusus. Tiberius's perfidy and inhu-
manity to Asinins Gallus. Enormous power 
of Sejanus. Tiberius, apprised by Antonia of 
Sejanus's designs, at last opens his eyes. To 
lull him into a false security, he loads him with 
honours, and names him Consul with himself. 
Sganus is received with it finite respect into 
Rome. Tiberius's artjficial conduct in ruin-
ing him. Death of Nero, Germanicus's eldest 
son. Tiberius's letter to the senate against 
Sejanus. Sejanus is arrested, and carried to 
prison. He is put to death. His children 
perish with him. Death of 4picata, former 
wife of Sejanus. Livilla's death. Some of 
Scjanus's partizans massacred by the people. 
Muses plundered by the pretorian guards. 
Decree of the senate against Sejanus's me-
mou. Tiberius refuses the honours decreed 
him. Preaching of Jesus Christ. 

SEJANUS is universally known for the origin and 
fr7of ut

18. 
 most famous example of the prodigious rise, 

and terrible fall d a favourite who abused his rile
lt
. iv. 1. 

power.  ix., t 
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power. He was born at Vulsinii, a Tuscan city., 
and his father was Scius Strabo, a Roman knight. 
He must have been adopted into the family of 
the Elii, since he was called L. 2Elius Sejanus. 
Rumour accused him of having dishonoured his 
youth by debauchery and a criminal complai-
sance for Apicus, for which he was well paid : 
a fit beginning of a life sullied with every crime. 
He was at first a follower of C. Cesar, Augus-
tus's grandson ; afterwards his father, being 
made prefect of the prctorian guards, obtained 
leave to associate him as his colleague ; and in a 
short time resigned it wholly to him, having 
himself been made prefect of Egypt. 

The place of prefect of the pretorian cohorts 
was inconsiderable originally, as has been ob-
served in the reign of Augustus its institutor. 
Sejanus was the first who increased its power, by 
assembling in one camp, out of the walls of the 
city, all the ten cohorts, which before was dis-
persed not only in the different quarters of Rome, 
but even in the neighbouring villages. His de-
sign in this was to have them altogether at his 
back ; and to make them by their union more 
confident in themselves, and more formidable to 
the rest of the (Ionians. But to cover this he 
alledged various pretences, such as the benefit of 
discipline, which could not be properly kept up 
among troops divided into small parties ; the 
preserving the soldiers from the corruptive de-
baucheries of the city : and the advantage of 

Ilk ambi- having an immediate, great assistance in unfore-uo iv pro- 
jectv. 	seen wants and dangers. 

These measures were taken against Tiberius, 
whose place Sejanus proposed to usurp, yet this 
emperor conceived no jealousy'. Though he was 

distrustful 
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distrustful *, dark, and impenetrable to every 
'body besides, his blind credulity for his faithless 
minister was prodigious. Tacitus is astonished 
at it, and attributes so surprising an effect, not 
to the artifice of Sejanus, who at last fell a victim 
to the cunning of Tiberius, but to the anger of 
the gods against the Romans, to whom the pro-
sperity and adversity of that favourite were equal-
ly fatal. Tiberius's blindness lasted many years ; 
and Sejanus had time to make an infinite num-
ber of creatures both. among the officers and sol-
diers under his command, and also among the 
senators, by advancing in a civil and military 
capacity those who ,were devoted to him. Ti-
berius in no shape opposing him ; but on the 
contrary seconding his traitorous designs with so 
much readiness, that not only in conversation, 
but even in his discourses to the senate and peo-
ple, he called him the companion of his labours ; 
and permitted the statues of Sejanus to be placed 
and honoured in the theatres, public places, and 
even the camps of the legions. 

Sejanus had all the necessaries to form one of nischaric-
those great villains that are capable of over- ' 
turning states, and occasioning the most terrible 
.revolutions. t His person was hardy and equal 
to fatigue ; his spirit daring and dissimulative ; 
he was able to blacken others, and recommend 
himself; and alike fawning and imperious when 

necessary ; 
• Tiberium variis artibus divinxit adeo, ut obscurum ad-

'versus alios, "sibi uni incautum intectumque efficeret : non 
- tam solertia (quippe iisdem artibus victus est) quam demn 
ira in rem Romanam, cujus piui exitio viguit ceciditque. 

t Corpus illi laborum toleruns, animus audax, sni obte-
. 

 
gees, in alios criminator : juxta adulatio et superbia : paltun 
coinpositus pudor ; intus summa apiscendi libido; ejusque 
causa uiodo largitio et luxus stepius induiitria ac vigilantia, 
tkattc4 nainu§ HyXigo, quoties parando regno finguntur. The. 
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necessary ; with a modest exterior, and an insa-
tiable ambition. He sometimes employed in his

profusion and luxury; oftener activity and 
diligence, qualities laudable in themselves, but 
very pernicious when assumed by the ambitious. 

He poisons Thus circumstanced, Sejanus durst hope for 
Drttsus, any thing : but when he formed his project, re-Tiberius 's 
sun. 	lated by Tacitus under the year of Rome 774, 

he had infinite obstacles to vanquish ; the house 
of the Cesars was full of heirs, the emperor's son 
at the age of manhood, his grand-children 
growing up. To attack by force so many 
princes at once would have been hazardous ; 
plots and intrigues required time. On the last 
Sejanus resolved, and to begin with Drusus, 
against whom he was transported by a fresh mo-
tive of anger. For in a contest that lately arose 
between them, Drusus, naturally passionate, and 
long prejudiced against an obscure man by whom 
he found himself rivalled, shook his fist at him : 
and the minister having been insolent enough to 
return the threatening gesture, the prince gave-
him a blow on the face. 

Sejanus's ambition spurred by revenge made 
him cast about for every method to destroy Dru-
sus. And the readiest seemed to apply to Livil-
la, the prince's wife, and Germanicus's sister, 
who from an uncomely person in her childhood 
became afterwards a beauty. Sejanus * pretend-. 
ed to be desperately in love with this lady, and 
obtained his ends of her. A woman who has 
granted the last favour can deny nothing. There- 

fore 

Hanc, ut amore incensus, adulterio pellexit : et post-
quam primi flagitii potitus est, (ncque femina amissa pudi-
citia alia abnuerit) ad conjugii spem, consortium regni, et 
aicem IDariti, impulit. T. 
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fore Sejanus, when he had enticed her to this first 
iniquity, prompted her to others. He pretend-
ed a great desire to marry her, and have her his 
partner in the empire ; but then in order there-
to it was necessary to get rid of her husband. 
She refused nothing : and thus this princess *, 
great-niece of Augustus, daughter-in-law of Ti-
berius, the mother of children by Drusus, dis-
honoured herself, her ancestors, and her poste-
rity, by a criminal correspondence with a burgher 
of Vulsinii ; and all to exchange a certain gran-
deur in possession for pursuits altogether uncer-
tain and flagitious. Eudemus, physician and 
confident to Livilla, was assumed into the guil-
ty fellowship, and lent to a detestable crime the 
ministry of his profession, which gave him fre-
quent, unsuspected, access to the princess : and 
Sejanus, to avoid giving any mistrust to Livilla, 
divorced his wife Apicata, by whom he had 
three children. 

The execution of such a plot met with una- Tac. iv. 7. 
voidable delays, from fears, intervening obsta-
cles, and the necessary alterations of measures 
when disconcerted. But Drusus hastened his 
destruction, by flying out on every occasion 
against Sejanus, whose power and pride he could 
no longer bear. He complained of the empe-
ror, who, though he had a son, shared the govern-
ment with a stranger. " And how little was 
wanting to his being declared his colleague ? The 
f first advances to sovereignty, added the prince, 

are 
* Atque illa, cui avunculus Augustus, socer Tiberius, elL 

Druso liberi, segue et majorcs et posteros municipali adul-
tero fcedabat ; ut pro bonestis et pmsentilms, flagitiosa et 
incerta exspectaret. Tar. 

t Primas dominandi spec in ardtto: ubi sis ingressus, ad. 
esse studia et ministry& 

VOL. II. 	 X 
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are difficult and perilous : but, when the arnbi.,  • 
tious are once entered, parties and instruments 
are ready to espouse them: Already a camp is. 
formed for the prefect of the guards, and the 
soldiers are delivered into his hands ; his statue 
is seen in Pompey's theatre ; and he had entered 
into the alliance of the imperial family, had not 
death taken away his daughter's destined Ints-; 
band. What hopes have we now but in his mo-
desty ? we may think ourselves happy if he rest:, 
contented where he is." These discourses of 
Drusus were public ; but even what he said in 
private in his ow n family was by his wife re-
ported to his enemy. 

Seianus grew alarmed ; and resolved to pro-
crastivate no longer. He chose such a poison,• 
as by operating gradually, might preserve the 
appearance of a natural distemper. The eunuch' 
Lygdus, a favourite of Drusus, and one of the 
chief officers of his household, administered the 
potion to him, as was learned eight years after by 
the declaration of A picata, and the conf...ssionsi 
of Lygdus and Eudemus from the rack. 

' I aierius's 	Drusus's illness lasted many days,during which' 
r
re
t
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t
t% Tiberius, who was then at Rome, (for the facts 

delth. 

	

	I am now relating arc prior to his retreat to the 
isle of Capre,e) did not at all intermit his ordina-
ry occupations, and came constantly to the se-
nate. He even went thither in the interval be-
tween his son's death and funeral. The consuls, 
to show their grief, were not seated in their usual 
place. But the emperor put them in mind of 
their dignity and station. He also stopped the 
sighs and tears of the senators, not only by his 
exhortations and example, but also by a speech 
littered without hesitation. 	tie told them, 

that 
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" * That he was not ignorant that he might be 
censured for having so soon after so great a loss 
beheld the face of the senate. That the gener-
ality of mourners could scarce endure the com-
pany of their relations, scarce bear the light. That 
he did not tax such with weakness ; but for him-
self, he hoped to find in the arms of the common- 
wealth consolations more becoming a great heart." 
He then lamented his mother Livia, who in her 
old age had received so sensible a mortification. 
Andadded, that he himself was advanced in years, 
that Drusus's sons were extremely young; and 
desired that Germanicus's sons, the only allevia-
tion of the present evils, might be introduced. 

The consuls went out of the assembly ; and 
having found in the porch of the senate-house 
Nero and Drusus, Germanicus's two eldest sons, 
they comforted, and encouraged the young 
princes ; brought them in ; and presented them 
to the emperor. Tiberius took them by the 
hand, and addressing himself to the senate 
" Father, says he, after the death of my son 
Germanicus, I committed these orphans to the 

care 
4' Non gulden' sibi ignarum posse argui quod tam recen. 

ti doloro subicrit oculos senatus. Vix propinquorum 
quia tolerari, vix diem adspici, a *risque lugentium. Ne• 
tine illus imbecillitatis damnandos. Se tamen fortiora sola• 
Zia e complexu Reipublicm petivisse. MiseratusqueAugus. 
tte extremam senectmu, rudem adhuc nepotum, et .vcrgen. 
tem wtatem suam, ut Germanici liberi, unica prresentium 
malorum levamenta, introducerentur petivit. 

Patres conscripti, hos, orbatos parente, tradidi patruo 
ipsorum, precatusque sum, quanquam esset ihi propria su. 
boles, ne secus quam scum sanguinem foveret ac tolleret, 
sibique ac posteris confinnaret. Erepto Druso, preces gul 
vos convert°, diisque et patria coram obtestor ; Augusti 
pronepotes, clarissimis majoribus genitos, suscipite, regite ; 
vestram meamque vicem explete. Hi vobis, Nero et Dru-. 
se, parentum loco : iLa nati estis, ut bona macaque vestrfi 
act rempublicam pertineant. 
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care of their uncle ; and, though he had issue of 
his own, besought him that he would bring them 
up as his own, and as supports tor himself and 
posterity. Now I have lust Drusus, it is to )ou I 
have recourse. And in the presence of the gods 
and the face of our country, I recommend to 
your protection the grek.t-grandsons of Augustus, 
the descendents from the best bloou in Runic. 
Take them, fathers, under your tuition, watch 
over them, fulfil ) our own duty, fund mine. 
These, Nero and Drusus, will be parents to 
you ; born as you are, the commonwealth is in-
terested in all the good or evil that befals ) ou." 

* This was heard with much weeping : and 
had Tiberius gone no further, he had left his 
hearers penetrated with compassion and admira-
tion. But he returned once more to his pretend-
ed intention of la) ing down the burden of the 
government, reinstating the consuls, or putting 
it into the hands of any one. the senate should 
make choice of? and by these chimerical, stale, 
ridiculous proposals, forfeited his faith in the as-
sertions which were sincere and noble. 

And indeed there is reason to believe that what 
he spoke came from his head not his heart ; and 
that his firmness of spirit on this occasion was at 
the bottom but insensibility. This suspicion, 
founded on his general character, is cenfirmed 
by his answer to the ambassadors from Ilium, 
who come 1,  ery late to make him compliments of 
condolence on Drusus's death. For, ridiculing 

their 

Magno ea tietu, et niox precationibu4 faustis, attdita ; 
ac ri modturt orutioni posuisset, mi4erieordia sal gloriaque 
animos audierdiurn impleverat. Ad calla et toties mrisa re-
volut us, de reddenda republic-a, utque console~ scu quis alias 
rezimou Slliciperent, vero quoque et Itonesto fidern demsit. 
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their tardy consolation, " I am also *, says he, 
very sorry for your having lost your brave court.: 
tryman Hector." 

The senate decreed to the memory of Drususnonours 
the same honours as to that of Germanicus, anddtheeTiernt: 
t even more agreeably to the genius of flattery,ry of mu- 
which delight's in additions. The pomp of thesZeraiiiis  funeral was particularly illustrious on account of Tee. iv. 9. 
the long and noble procession of images carried 
at it ; where on one side appeared Eneas, head 
of the Julian family, the Alban monarchs, and 
Romulus founder of Rome ; on the other, Atta 
Clausus, a Sabine who settled at Rome, and. all 
the Claudii his descendents. Tiberius himself 
made the funeral panegyric of his son. 

A tradition, which subsisted at the time thatAnother 
Tacitus wrote, altered much the circumstances!Trzr of 

of the death and poisoning of Drusus. Accor-Drusjs 
ding to this, Sejanus, having formed his dete'• (it'itnet,th tyre" 
table project, and taken the necessary measuresT„dum 
for its execution, charged Drusus secretly 
the crime he meditated himself, and with a de-
sign to poison his father, advising the emperor 
to take care of the first cup that should be given 
him at an entertainment to which his son had 
invited.  him. It was added, that Tiberius fell into 
the snare, and having taken the cup, delivered it 
to Drusus, who, having no suspicions, ignorantly 
and gaily drank it off; and his death, which soon 
followed, was considered as a demonstration of 
his guilt, though he had endeavoured to bury 
the proof of it with himself. 

The fact thus related is more tragical ; and it 
is not surprising that a fable in this taste should 

3 	 be 

' Se quoque vicem eorum dolere, quod egregium cirem. 
lectorem amisissent. Suet. 

r1eri5que additis, ut ferme amat posterior adulatio. Tor. 
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be favoured by the public. But, besides that it 
wants authority to support it, it is in itself im-
probable. For, as Tacitus observes, is it to be 
believed, that Tiberius, a prince of consummate 
prudence and experience, or indeed any father; 
capable of the least reflexion, should resolve to 
present with his own hand to his son the mor-
tal draught, without hearing his defence, without 
reserving a possibility of repentance ? Tiberius, 
if he had received such intelligence, would have 
examined by torture the minister of the poison ; 
and have endeavoured to discover who had pre-
pared it. In a word,• as he was naturally slow, 
nor determined even about strangers but after 
much deliberation and examination, why should 
be deviate from his usual method with respect 
to an only son, a son never before reproached 
with any design against him ? But there was no-
thing too wicked to be credited when imputed 
to Sejanus. Tiberius's excessive confidence in 
him, the public hatred for both the * bias of 
men to believe something extraordinary and 
marvellous in the deaths of princes, these con-
tributed to make a rumour current, which, upon 
serious examination, deserved not credibility. 

D
'Vices im- 	As Drusus passed his whole life in dependence 

iced to on an austere father, there is no such thing as rusus. 
xis gene- forming a judgment of his character to be de- 
nsity 	 pendcd on. Dio accuses him of many vices, as Pio, tvh. violence, cruelty, excessive debauchery, and a 

love for the public Alms approaching to mad-
ness. And we may have seen something of all 
these in what I have related concerning this 
young prince out of Tacitus. But perhaps the 
Greek historian has e.zaggerated such faults of 

youth 

-ktrociore semper fama, ergs dominantiurn exitus. 
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youth as age might have corrected. And I am 
inclined to judge the less disadvantageously of 
Drusus, because he seems to me to have had a 
generous heart. This I prove from the good un-
derstanding that always subsisted between him 

..and Germanicus, whom he might well have con.-
sick:red as a, dangerous rival; and from the friend-
ship which he preserved for the children of that 
amiable prince after their father's death. It is* Tac. iv. 4. 
very seldom that jealousy of power fails to pro- ' 
duce enmity. But Drusus never treated the fa-
mily of Germanicus as one he hated, or suspec-
ted of standing in the way of his own. He en-
tertained favourable sentiments of his nephews, 
or at least he was not their enemy. 

This disposition was the more laudable in Dru-Generai 
„sus, as the generality of the Romans adored Ger- ifrettieol. 
manicus in his children. Of this we have beforemity of  
seen divers instances : and Tacitus asserts, thatGInnani-
while Tiberius was making the funeral encomium Tac.iv. 1?. 
of his son, the senate and people only affected 
sorrow, but were really glad to sec the house of 
Germanicus revive and reflourish. And it was 
this that accelerated its ruin : nothing was so fa-
tal to it as the public favour, which began to de-
clare openly for it, and the ungua,rdcdness of A-
grippina, who could not hide her hopes. For Se- sejanus 
Janus finding Drusus's death pass unpunished ,rtsn.dne:ittkes 
and occasion no great affliction to the Romans, 
encouraged by the success of his first crime with 
more boldness set about new ones, and made it 
his business to ruin Germanicus's sons, whose 
right to the succession was now indisputable. 

It was not possible to poison three princes, un-
der the care of incorruptible governors : and 

their 

Q.wmquam artlu-im sit, iodein loci pontentiam et con.% 
cordiain esse. Tac. 
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their mother's chastity was above an attack. Se-
janustherefore determined to make an advantage 
of her.haughtiness : he endeavoured to revive the 
Old hatred of .Livia to her daughter-in-law, and 
irritated the jealousy of .Drusus's widow, that 
these two princesses might take all opportunities 
to represent Agrippina to the emperor as an 
haughty enemy, who, proud of her fecundity 
and popularity, aspired to sovereign power. Li-
villa well seconded Sejanus's black plot with her 
grand-father. The * old princess was naturally 
tender and jealous of her power. Livilla attacked 
this foible, making her look on Agrippina as a 
rival that wanted sole to bear rule: and she acted 
in concert with a number of artful calumniators, 
to whom she dictated the same language ; and 
above all with one Julius Posthumus, become an 
intimate confident of Livilla, by the means of an 
adulterous commerce that he had with Mutilia 
Prisca, in whom the emperor's mother had 
great trust. Lastly, that Sejanus might omit no 
means of ruining Agrippina, he placed his crea-
tures about her, who laid snares for the princess 
by discourses proper to make her discover her 
haughtiness and high hopes. 

The eizecution of Sejanus's plot against Ger-
manicus's family took him up several years; and 
he perished when the work was far advanced, 
but not entirely completed. The innocence of 
Agrippina's intentions gave no hold to her ene-
my ; and haughty manners, and high, but law-
ful views, could not easily and immediately be 
transformed into crimes of state. Sejanus, how-
ever, let slip no advantage that offered. 

The 

• Anum suapte natura potentix anxiam, Tae. 
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The year after Drusus's death, the pontiffs, 

and 

Filatte7t 

t 
cmd, after their example, the other colleges ortalt  

at!  • priests, when they made their solemn vows for 1  
emperor's  preservation, recommended likewise 
Nero and Drusus to the protection of the gods; complaints 
not * so much from any tenderness to the young Mr= 
princes, as from flattery, which, in times of re- Tac. iv. 17. 
fined corruption, it is equally dangerous to ex-
ceed in and to forbear. Tiberius, never benevo-
lent to the house of Germanicus, was extremely 
provoked at their being no difference made be-
tween the youth of his grandsons, and the ma-
jesty of his station and years. He sent for the 
pontiffs, and examined them as to their motives 
of acting thus, and whether they had not been 
induced thereto out of deference to the entreaties 
of Agrippina, or through fear of her menaces. 
On their answer, which cleared Agrippina, he 
contented himself with making them a slight re-
primand : for most of them were his relations, 
and men of the first distinction in Rome. But 
he strongly recommended to the senate, not to 
puff up by premature honours the pride of the 
youths, but too susceptible of audacity. Seja-
mis, on this occasion, took care to alarm the 
emperor, by urging, " That Rome was rent into 
two parties, as in a civil war ; that there were 
those who openly declared for Agrippina, and if 
care was not taken their numbers would increase; 
and that the only remedy for the prevailing spi-
rit of faction, • would be to make an example of 
one or two of the hot-heads." 

C. Silius was accordingly pitched on for the Sirm and 
first victim. He had been consul , had command- r,,l a  a lt.  
cd for seven years the army on the higher Rhine, sea and 

had  condemn. 

* Non tam caritntc juvomm, gnarl] adulatione, (tom, mo-
Alms corruptis, periulle anceps nulla et ubi nimia est. Tac. 

   
  



szq HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

bad vanquished the rebel Sacrovir, and had been 
recompensed with the triumphal insignia. But 
the more considerable the person was, the more 
.dread his fall would inspire. Besides his connec-
tions with Germanicus, whose lieutenant he had 
been, Silius was also obnoxious to Tiberius, for 
having immoderately boasted of the service he 
did him at the time of the sedition in Germany. 
He valued himself indeed much for having then 
contained his troops in obedience and loyalty : 
and was rash enough to advance, that Tiberius 
could not have kept the possession of the em-
pire, if the,  legions under his command had fol-
lowed the example of those on the lower Rhine. 

Tiberius * thought himself in a manner de-
graded by such discourses, which raised Silius's 
services above the fortune of the emperor. For 
benefits are only so far acceptable, as it seems 
possible to discharge them; when they have ex-
ceeded all requital, hatred is returned,for grati-
tude. Sosia Gallia, Silius's wife, was equally o-
dious to Tiberius with her husband ; because she 
was dear to Agrippina. it was therefore resolv-
ed to arraign them two : and the f consul Var-
ro was charged with that odious commission ; 
under colour of revenging a family quarrel, act-
ed as the minister of Sejanus's passion, at the 
expense of his honour. 

The accused desired a short respite till his ac-
cuser was out of office. The consulship, we know, 
was then confined to a few months. But Tiberius 

opposed 
* Dcstrui per hxc fortunam swlm Caesar, imparemque 

tanto merit°, rebatur. Nam bencficia en usque Leta suet, 
dum vidcutur exsolvi posse: ubi undtum antevenere, pro 
grata odium redditur. Tac. 

t Immissusque \Tarr° consul, qui paternas inimicitias ob-
tendens, odiisSejani per dedecus suu'u gratificabatur. Tue. 
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opposed * Silius's request, alledging that it was 
Customary for the magistrates, in criminal cases, 
to bring paiticulars upon trial : and that the pre-
rogatives of the consuls ought not to be lessened, 
they whose salutary vigilance prevented the re= 
public from receiving any damage. This was an 
expression of the old times : and Tacitus ob-
serves, that Tiberius f had the talent of sheltering 
under ancient forms new invented crimes. The 
affair was accordingly treated as seriously as if 
no farce had been acting ; and the senators were 
summoned to judge, as if Silius had been dealt 
with according to law, or Varro had been really 
acting the part of .a consul, or Tiberius's admi-
nistration had resembled the old government. 
• To Silius was objected an intelligence with Sa-
crovir, whose rebellion he had fomented by af-
fected delays. • He was accused also of having 
dishonoured his victory by pillage and rapine; 
and of having been an accomplice with his wife 
in the extortions she had been guilty of. 

They, without doubt, could not be acquitted 
of the last crime; but their prosecution was ma-
naged as if they had been guilty of high-treason. 
Silius made, no defence; or if he opened his 
mouth, it was only to tell by whose vengeance 

he 
* Dio relates (1. lrii.) four years before this time, that 

Tiberius hindered the consuls from pleading for particulars, 
by saying he would not do it if he was consul. We may sup-
pose that he meant in civil cases, and private allitirs, in which 
he imagined it was not decent for a consul to act the part of 
t n advocate. But he thought differently in public causes, 
wherein criminals were prosecuted: and the distinction 
would have been just, if Silirtis crimes had been real. 

Proprium id Tiberio fait, scelera nuper reperta priscis 
verbis obtegere. Igitur multa adseveratione quasi aut legi-
bus cum Silio.agerctur, aut Varro consul, ant Mud respnb-
lica esset, coguntur pat-es, Tae. 
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he was pursued. At last, finding his condem-
nation inevitable, he prevented it by a voluntary 
death. He did not, however, save his fortune 
by this desperate precaution; and though none 
of the subjects Q1 the empire whom he had 
plundered, reclaimed any thing from him, Tibe-
rius substituted the exchequer to their rights. 
This was the first time he manifested any passion 
for the riches of the condemned. Sosia was ba.= 
dished at the motion of Asinius Gallus. As to 
her effects, Asinius was for dividing them be-
tween the exchequer and her children. Alan. Le-
pidus mitigated this article, and was for giving a 
fourth of them to the accusers, as the law di-
rected ; and the remainder to the children. 

Alodera- 	This * Man. Lepidus was a wise and virtuous 
tion and 
wisdom  of man, who often corrected and mitigated the cru-
p 
Atan. Le- el counsels dictated by the flattery of others ; as 
idus. we have seen in the affair of Lutorius Priscus 

and who, nevertheless, did not want circumspec-
tion and consideration, since he maintained to 
his life's end the friendship of Tiberius. Taci-
tus, who inclined to the belief of a fatality, the 
usual refuge of men without principles, proposes 
a doubt on this subject ; and asks, whether the 
law of destiny determines the inclination or aver-
sion of princes for particular men ; or, whether 
our fortune is in our own bands, so that it may 
be possible to find a medium between an arro- 

gant 

Hunc ego Lepichtm temporibtts illis gravem pt sapien-
tern virum fitisse comperio. Nam pleraque ab swvis adn-
lationibus aliorum in menus deflexit : neque tamen tempt:-
ramenti egebat, quum requabili auctl itate et gratin apud 
Tiberium viguerit. Undechibitare cogor, fato et sorte rots-
cendi ut cetera, ita principum inclinatio in hos, ofrensio its 
Mos; 1111 bit tliiluicl ill 110.41'11, C1011 I 1 ,, liceatque, inter 11 
bruptam contumaciam et deforme tilx,equiunn, pergere itcr 
ambitione et periculis vacuum. 
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gant haughtiness, and a base servility, and to 
proceed in a path that may preserve the dignity 
of virtue without exposing it to danger. It is 
to the latter *part of the alternative that we•are 
doubtless to assent : and if the examples of it 
are rare, it is because an equal condu‘t, without 
passions, without heat, and always guided by 
reason and prudence, is the most uidieult thing 
in the human life. 

Messalinus Cotta, of no less illustrious birth Regula-
than Lepidus, but much inferior in his way of ton for-
thinking, endeavoured on this occasion to please 
the prince by burdening the subject. He pro.: bee reTon.. 
posed a regulation, that passed, by which it was 	error. 
ordered that the magistrates of the several pro- 60n of 
vinces should be aswerable for the crimes oft 	

. 
 teb 

their wives, and punished accordingly, however vernments.  
innocent themselves and ignorant of them. This otrpwri.o.d6  

law cannot perhaps be blamed for injustice, cons.  

though it may for severity ; but under such a 
prince as Tiberius, it was certainly making a 
flew opening to vexations. 

Scjunus and Livilla let the rest of this year, spianus 
which was tue second since Drnsus's death, also 0ase .srlebac..e 
pass without daring to try to effect the engage- rips to 
anent they had entered into of marrying. Be- ZIT1 rYsues 
sides the strange disproportion of birth, the very widow. • 
condition of a simple Boman knight (to which T""v• 39- 
SCiallUS was confined, because the command of 
the guards, which was his force, was always giv- 
en to one of that order) kept him at an infinite 
distance from a princess,who was Germanicus's 
sister and Drnsus's widow. However, the fol- 
lowing year, UN ilia beginning to grow impa- 
tient, Sejanus, dazzled by his good fortune, ven- 
tured to sound Tiberius, and presented him, as 
was then the cusmn, with a memorial. He 

therein 
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therein said, " That havingbeen honoured by the 
benevolence of Augustus, and by numerous 
Proofs of the friendship of Tiberius, he «as 
thence accustomed to address his prayers to the 
emperors, as to the gods. That he had never 
sought a blaze of honours, content with bearing, 
as the meanest soldier, fatigues and watchiugs 
for the safety of his prince. That, however, he 
had attained the pinnacle of glory, since he had 
been thought worthy of the Cesarean alliance. 
That thence was the source of his present hopes ; 
and that haVing heard that Augustus, when 
about disposing of his daughter, had thoughts of 
some Roman knights, he made bold, supported 
by such an example, to beg of the emperor, 
that when, if he thought of an husband for 
Livilla, he would remember a fliend, who re-
nouncing all advantage from such an alliance, 
would be amply satisfied with the honour alone. 
For that he would never abandon . his present 
trust ; and only desired to secure his family a-
gainst the injurious hatred of Agrippina ; in 
which, too, be consulted merely his children. 
For as to himself, that he should esteem it the 
height of happiness to end his life in the service 
of so good a master. 

Tiberius 	Tiberius did not relish the proposal. But as 
reties 
him. but nothing offended him from Sejanus, he answered 
with great him with much gentleness. He began by coin-

utleuess. mending Sejanus's zeal, and congratulating him.,  
self for the favours he bad bestowed on him. He 
then required time to think on what he had re-
clocked. Afterwards he added, " That * the 
generality of men in their deliberations only con- 

sulted 
* Ceteris mortalibus in en stare consilia, quid sibi con. 

dump potent; Principuni diverstoo etse scortein, Tabus 
prxeivua rerum ad thinaui dirigenda, 
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suited their conveniency ; but that different was 
the lot of princes, who were obliged on all occa-
sions to pay a regard to their fame, and the judg-
ment of the public. Therefore, continued he, 
I shall not content myself with making you an 
obvious answer. I shall not tell you, that Li-
villa herself should decide, whether after Drusus 
she ought to think of another spouse, or to per-
sist his widow ; and that she has a mother, and 
a grandmother, who are nearer to her than me, 
whom she should advise with. I will deal more 
frankly with you, and let you into my thoughts. 

" And first, as to the enmity of Agrippina, of 
which you arc apprehensive, can you doubt but: 
it will flame out with redoubled fury, when Li-
villa once married, shall make a second party in 
the house of the Cesars ; Jealousy already ani-
mates them against one another, and disturbs 
my family. What will not be the consequence, 
if the marriage you propose inflames their diffi-
dence and strife ? 

" For you are deceived;  Sejanus, if you think 
after this alliance to continue in the rank you 
are now ; and if you imagine that Livilla, who 
was first the wife of Augustus's grandson, and 
then of my son, will be content to grow old in 
the quality of the wife of a Roman knight. 
Nay, if I suffered it, do you think those would 
who have seen her brother, her father, and all 
our common ancestors, covered with the su-
preme dignities ? 

" Your inclination would continue you in the 
modest rank you now are. But those magis-
trates, those grandees, who, spite of you, disturb 
your tranquillity, by consulting you in all allitirs, 
loudly proclaim you far above the condition of a 
knight, and that our fortune surpasses that of 
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my father's friends; and the jealousy that attack 
you, censures me. 

" But it seems, Augustus deliberated about 
giving his daughter to a Roman knight. It is 
very surprising, that perplexed as he was with 
an infinity of cares, and knowing to what an 
height he raised those he honoured with his alli-. 
ance, he should talk of Proculeius, .and some 
others of the saihe order, retired men, who ne-
ver interfered with public aflairs. But if his he-
sitation influences us, how much more ought his 
decision, and the choice be made, first of A-
grippa, and then of me, for his sons-in-law ? 

" These arc reflections that my friendship 
would not let me conceal from you. However; 
I do not oppose your inclinations, or those of 
Livilla. Not but that I have myself views a-
bout you, and projects to unite you to me in 
the closest manner. But at present, I shall con-
tent myself with declaring, that there is nothing 
too high for your virtue and zeal for iny service 
to aspire to ; and this I shall not fail to shew, 
when opportunity presents, both 1...) the senate 
and the people." 

Neinnus in- Sejanus, having had this answer from Tibe- 
9' r' s 	ills not only dropped the project of his marl  
berius with 
the dw..ign riage.but dreading the sta. ret suspicions that might 
of rAinng arise in the emperor's breast, pretended t be 
from 
Rome. alarmed at the reports that would be spread about 

it, and at the envy he was going to he exposed 
to. And that his conduct might tally with his 
discourse, he even resolved to make a reform iii 
the exteriors of his fortune. .But for fear of les-. 
selling his power, by hindering the concourse of 
those that crowed his house ; or, if he received 
them as before, of giving a handle to criminal 
imputations ; he resolved to persuade Tiberius 

111 
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to go and live far from Rome in some pleasant 
retirement. From whence he promised to him- 
self great advantages. For as he commanded 
the emperor's guards, he knew that in such a 
case, all access would depend on him ; and he 
would be in a great measure master of all letters, 
as the soldiers under his command would be the 
carriers. He also hoped that the emperor, now 
in a declining age, being softened by the plea. 
sures of recess, would more readily part with 
part of the public concerns to his minister ; and 
that he himself should be less subject to envy 
when he had removed the train of courtiers that 
surrounded him ; so that by discharging the 
phantoms of power he should augment the rea- 
lities. He, therefore, began by little and little, 
to throw out things that tended to disgust the em- 
peror, with the fatigue of business that oppres- 
sed him at Rome ; and with the throng of people 
that besieged, and scarce suffered him to breathe. 
He praised the quiet and solitude that were to 
be found in the country ; where were no tedious 
details, no disagreeable business, but liberty to 
abandon one's self entirely to those things that 
made the value and merit of life. 

I have already observed, that Tiberius's indo- 
lence made him very susceptible of such impres- 
'ions, and contributed at least, as much as Seja- 
nus's suggestions, to his taking, at length, the 
wished-for resolutions. Other motives, elsewhere 
related, came in too for their share. But as Ti- 
berius did nothing in haste, no dispatch was made 
in this affair till the year following ; and before claudia  
he left home, he gave Agrippina another blow. Poeta ix- 

Claudia Pulera, Agrippina 's cousin, was ac-Si:,Itt 
cused by Domitius Afer. This famous man, Arer 

n. 5 that Quintilian often mentions as the greatest itx 
 ?.  

VOL. II. 	 Y 	 orator c/iron. 
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orator he ever heard, was born at Nismes, a 
Roman colony, and going to Rome to mend his. 
fortune, soon fell into the rout of honours. He 
had lately been pretor ; and as he was yet but 
in slender estimation, he was watching an op-
portunity to get a name at any price. He ac-
cused then Claudia of adultery with Furnius, 
and of witchcraft, and magic operations directed 
against the emperor. 

Agrip- Agrippina*, ever haughty, and then • in a, 
pina's corn-flame on account of the peril of her kinswoman, 
Plaints an  flew to Tiberius ; and having found him sacri- that sub- 
ject 	iicing to Augustus, took that handle to upbraid 

him. She told him, " That it ill became the 
same person to slay victims to the deified Au-
gustus, and to persedute his posterity. That his 
divine spirit was not transfused into dumb sta-
tues ; the genuine images of Augustus were the 
living descendents from his celestial blood. And 
yet I, adds she, who have that honour, I am in 
trouble, and tears, while my grandfather's sta-
tues are crowned with wreaths. Claudia Pulcra 
is but a pretext, it is I that am in danger. She 
has drawn on herself this concerted attack only 
by being so indiscreet as to love Agrippina to 
adoration, unmindful of the example of Sosia, to 
whom my friendship has already been fatal." 

These 

* Agrippina semper atrox, turn et periculo propinqme ac-
censa, pergit ad Tiberiurn, ac forte sacriticantem patri rep-
petit. Quo initio invidi.e ; on ejusdem, ait, mactare divo 
Augusto victimas, et posteros e3us insectari. Non in effigies 
mutas divintnn spiritum transfusum, sed imaginem veram 
ecelesti sanguine ortam, intelligere di'crimen, suscipere sor-
des. Frustra Puler= prwseribi, cui soh exitii causa sit, 
quad Agrippinam stulte prorsus acl cultum dilegerit, oblita 

ob eadem adflictx. Aud:ta hark rararn ocCulti pec-
toris vocem alicuere : correptanique CrLeco versa admon tut:, 
'deo heal quia non regnaret. Tac. 
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These bold words threw.Tiberius for once out 
of his wonted dissimulation ; and drew from 
him some remarkable words. For, taking Agrip- 
pina by the arm, he repeated a Greek verse, sig-
nifying, " That* she was therefore aggrieved, 
because she did not reign." This was indeed tell-
ing her that he should have no regard to her 
-complaints ; and accordingly Claudia and Fur-
nius were condemned. 

tae, obtained what he wanted. He was hence- 
Their accuser, who had preferred fame to vir-t mitius 

est
e
e
r
en
tor 

forth ranked amongst the most celebrated ora- tar his elo- 
tors by the judgment of Tiberius himself. Af- L,Ta, 
terwards, says Tacitus, he continued the same Probity- 
rout ; and whether accuser or deknderf, acquir- 
ed more reputation for his oratory than his mo- 
rals. Old age, however, much impaired his elo- 
quence. Yet, impatient of silence, he could not 
help haranguing, though with decayed parts ; 
and chose to be distanced rather than .to give 
out. He had offended Agrippina, and meeting Dio.1. 
her soon after the impeachment of Claudia, he 
endeavoured to avoid her. But that spirited 
princess made no mistakes ; and disdained to let 
her resentment fall on the minister of an injustice, 
that came from an higher power. " It is not of 
you, says she, alluding II to a passage in Homer, 
it is of Agamemnon that I complain." 

2 	 Agri p- 

" Si non dominaris, filiola, injuriam to accipere existi- 
mas. Suet. TiL. liii. 

t Prosperiore eloquentite, quam morum fama fuit ; nisi 
quod a,tas extrema multum etiam eloquentix demsit dam 
fessa mente retinet silentii impatientiant Tac. 

Maluit deficere quam desinere. Quintil. xii. 11. 
It is what Achilles says in Homer to the heralds that 

game to take away Briscis. 
Oi;rs <04 ioU,CLE; IWX11104, a)d.$  IlAaAaray. n. a. 515. 
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Agrippina 	Agrippina fell ill about this time ; and the im- demunds of 
Tiberius to  patience with which she bore her frequent rnor. 
be re-inar. tifications, increased her illness. Tiberius being 
tied. He 
males her  come to see her, she received him with many 
no answer. tears and long silence. At last, she accosted 

him with entreaties, that he would have pity on 
her solitude, and gave her an husband. Her re-
quest was in itself reasonable, as she was yet 
young. But Tiberius's policy would not let him 
consent to a match that would have given him 
an enemy, and an head to the malecontents. He 
had recourse to his dissimulation, and rose and 
went away, without making any answer, though 
pressed by .Agrippina's repeated instances. 

Agrippina, The disconsolate Agrippina consumed herself deceived 
by Seja. in bitter complaints ; but had not learned to be 
nus's emir sufficiently on her guard against Sejanus. That sanes, una- 
gi„es 	cunning adversary, to set her at irreconcileablo 
berius has variance with Tiberius, employed traitors, who, 
poiso

esi
n
g

ler
o under colour of friendship, told her that the ed 
peror had a design to poison her. She believed 
them, and, incapable of dissimulation, acted ac-
cordingly. Being at table by Tiberius, she sat 
pensive and sullen ; said nothing, and eat no-
thing. He perceived it either of himself, or by a-
prior advertisement; and to have furtherdemon-
stration of his daughter-in-law's suspicions, he 
took some fruit, and having commended it, pre-
sented it with his own hand to Agrippina. She, 
without tasting it, gave the plate away to a 
slave. Tiberius then opened himself, and turn-
ing to his mother, asked her, if it would be any 
wonder if he took harsh measures with her who,  
charged him as a poisoner ? These words made 
Borne tremble for the widow and children of 
Germanicus. But the time was not yet cc!-ne to 
bring things to the last extremities. 

The 
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The same year that Tiberius left Rome, as ukarepture 
have already observed, and before he had fixed 
his residence in Caprue, an accident gave Sejantisianun cre' 
an opportunity of still increasing his credit with dT  

it w
erius

ith 
ib. 

him. They were in a villa named * Spelunew, Toe.  iv. 57,  
[the Grots] near the sea, not far from Gaeta and:9,N" 
Fondi. There, as they were eating in a naturalsrmongs• 
grotto, on a sudden, sonic stones falling from 
the roof, crushed some of the attendants. The 
alarm was great, and every one ran away. Only 
Sejanus, mindful of nothing but his prince, lean-
ed over him ; .and kneeling on one knee, with 
his head and bands elevated, supported the part 
that seemed to threaten Tiberius ; and was found 
in that attitude by the soldiers who came to the 
emperor's assistance. The emperor, touched 
with this new proof of his minister's zeal, consi-
dered him, as a man ready to sacrifice himself in 
his defence ; and set no longer bounds to his 
confidence. 

So that Sejanus had now a fair opportunity to Sejanus 
overthrow the house of Germanicus, to whomrua.ob,t, 
he began to act as a judge, and let his creatures Ner?,.Cier 
play the part of accusers. He gave them ordersarsict71 
to set on Nero principally, who was the eldest 
son and presumptive heir, a young prince of 
amiable modesty, but not circumspect enough 
for his critical situation. He was besieged by a 
multitude of clients and freed-men, who, for their 
own interest, and out of an impatience to get 
in pOWer, exhorted him to act with confidence 
and spirit. They told him it was what the Ro-
man people expected from him ; that the ar-
mies wished it ; and that Sejanus f durst not then 
oppose him ; though now be proudly insulted the 

weakness 
t Neque ausurum contra Sejanum, qui nuns patientiaM 

Jenist  et segnitiam juvenia juicta.iu§ultet. Tar. 
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weakness of the old emperor, and the tameness 
of the young heir. These ,suggestions, with 
which he was continually stunned, never work-
ed him up to any criminal design ; but some-
times unguarded, resentful expressions escaped 
him ; which the spies that were about him care-
fully collected, and reported, not faithfully, but 
with exaggerations; and Nero, who knew no-
thing of what passed, had no opportunity of 
justifying himself. 

Meanwhile a thousand mortifying circum-
stances disquieted him, and foretold his ruin. 
Some * he observed avoided meeting him, others 
as soon as they hadSaluted him turned away, many 
having entered into conversation with him, left 
off abruptly ; and, on the contrary, the friends 
of Sejanus that were present at these disagreeable 
scenes, stood sneering by. Tiberius always en-
tertained him with a stern countenance or an 
hollow smile ; whether the young prince spoke, 
or said nothing, his silence, his words were cri-
minal. Nor was he safe in dead of night ; then 
his wife, Livilla's daughter, watched his sleep, 
his wakings, his sighs ; and gave an account of 
them to her mother, and she to Sejanus. Drusus, 
Nero's brother, entered also into this conspiracy, 
seduced by the favourite, who made him hope 
for the first place, if he could get out of the 
way his elder brother, whose fortune was already 
shaken. Drusus f (naturally furious) from his 

ambition, 
* Nam alias occurstan ejus vitarc, quidam, saintatione 

reddita, statim averti;plerique ineeptunt sernumern Arm-
pere, insistentibus contra inridentibusque qui Sejano fitu-
tures aderant. Eninivcro Tiberius tome., ant f•cl,uin rcni-
dens vultu ; sett !operetta, sett taceret juveiiis, critnen ex 
silcntio, ex voce : ne nox guident secura, gnum taxor" 
has, sunuios, suspiria, matri Livite, ;live illy Sejano, pate-
faceret. 

Atrox Drusi ingenium, super cupidinun potentite, et 
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ambition, the usual ill-will between brothers, 
and his jealousy of Nero, to whom Agrippina 
was too partial, was susceptible of any impres-
sion against his brother. Sejanus therefore em-
ployed him to ruin his elder brother, knowing he 
could easily afterwards destroy him, whose pas-
sion and heat would soon make him odious, and 
facilitate his fall. 

The subsequent year there happened two sig-
nal misfortunes, that I have elsewhere related—
the fall of the amphitheatre at Fiden[e, and a 
terrible fire at Rome. But these accidents, 
mournful as they were, were not endless, nor re-
mediless ; whereas * the fury of the informers 
was continually increasing and admitted of no 
intermission. 

Quintilius Varus, son of Claudia Fulcra, wa,,Quintiliui  
arraigned by Domitius Afer (who had occasion- el,.:Z b7 
ed his mother's condemnation) and by P. Dola- Domitius 
bella. t  Nobody was surprised, says Tacitus, Acer• 
that the first, who having long lived needy, had 
already wasted the riches he got out of the spoils 
of Claudia, should engage in fresh iniquity for 
the reward. But the amazement was, that Do-
labella, a man of birth, and Varus's relation, 
should associate with Domitius, to dishonour his 
name, and spill his own blood. The senate 
took the advantage of Tiberius's absence to parry 
this blow ; by declaring that the emperor's re- 

turn 

eolith fratribus odia, accendebatur invidia, quod m.iter 
_Agrippina promptior Neroni erat. 

Aceusatorum major in dies et infestior vis eine lera-
mento grassabatur. Tele. iv. G(i. 

t Null() inirante, good din egens, et parto nuper ptlemio 
mal 4.4.41/8, plum ad flagitia accingeretur. P. Dolabellam 
socitim delationilms exstitisFe, miracido erat quia dark 
majoribus, et Varro eonnexus, suani ipse nobilitatem, cutun 
barguinein perdittun 	lac. 
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turn was to be waited for. This delay was their 
only remedy in such calamities. 

Tiberius, instead of coming back to Rome, 
confined himself to the isle of Uaprex ; and thus, 
it seems, the senate's expedient succeeded to 
Varus, of whom no further mention is made in 
Tacitus. But the condition of Agrippina and 
Nero grew worse, by the facility Sejanus had of 
inflaming the emperor's jealousy, who saw now 
only by his eyes ; and who, naturally diffident 
and suspicious, the more readily gave way to be-
lieve ill, as fear no longer restrained him, he 
considering himself in perfect security in his 
island, where none could land without his leave. 
Agrippina and her son began to be treated as 

Guards set state-prisoners. Guards were set over them, who 
eveppinu 

r A- kept an exact journal of all their actions, of the gri  
and Nero. messages they sent or received, of such as visited 

them, of what they did in public, of what they 
did in private. Wretches were suborned to ad-
vise them to fly to the German armies ; or to 
go and embrace Augustus's statue in the midst 
of the forum, and implore the protection of the 
senate and people. They rejected these propo-
sals, they, testified their extreme aversion to such 
seditious steps ; and yet these were afterwards 
imputed to them as their own projects. 

Titius 	Every body left them ; their house became a 
binus. who I  
was attach- Sert• The only friend who stood by them, 
edthuiem.Titius Sabinus, an illustrious Roman knight, 
perishes by i„f iAs the victim of his fidelity, and perished by 
44 . 	the blackest and mo„t infamous plot that is re- 

corded in history. This honest man, who had 
formerly been attached to Geri-milieus, had al-
ways continued his court to the widow and chil-
dren of that prince. He viL-ited them at 1.-.?.me, 

and 
4  Sectator demi, comes in publico, post tot clientes urns ; 
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and accompanied them abroad, notwithstanding 
the general desertion of them ; and hi.) con-
stancy was accordingly applauded by the good, 
and grievous to the bad. Four senators, Lati-.  
nius Latiaris, Porcius Cato, Petilius Rufus, and 
M. Opsius, entered into a combination to destroy 
him ; they had all of them been pretors, and 
were now passionate * for the consulship, to 
which there was no access but by Sejanus; and 
Sejanus's friendship was only to be purchased by 
iniquity. They agreed among themselves, that 
Latiaris, who had some connexion Nvith Sabi-
nus, should manage the plot, and that the other, 
should be witnesses ; and that when they had got 
sufficient proof, they should jointly be8in the 
accusation. 

Latiaris therefore having introduced himself 
ip Sabinus, entertained him at first with 

things ; and afterwards, proceeded to corn - 
lits•nd him for not imitating the infidelity of so 
many others, who had been friends to Germa-
nicus's house when flourishing, but had de .erted 
it in affliction; he then made honourable mem ion 
of Germanicus ; and bewailed the tinhapp fate 
of Agrippina. Such discourse ± dr.w tears from 
Sabinus ; the human mind being usually sorened 
by calamity. The traitor blend: his complaints 
with those of Sabinus, and growing bolder, falls 
on Sejanus, whose cruelty, pride, bold and 
wicked hopes, he inveighs against ; nor did he 

e'en 

coque spud bonds laudatus, et gravis iniquis. 	Tar. iv. 
68. 

* Ctipidine consul:Aug, ad quern non nisi per Sejanunt 
adittts, neque Sejani voluntas nisi scelerc quterelyttur. The. 

1 Ntbinus, ut snnt mulles in calamitatc mortalitun 
cffudit lacryrnas. 
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even spare Tiberius. These conversations of-
ten repeated, created a shew of great friendship 
between them, as if they had mutually trusted 
each other with nice and dangerous matters. 
And now Sabinus sought out Latiaris, frequent-
ly visited him, and discharged in his breast his 
griefs, mistaking him for his best friend. 

The four knaves next consulted how they 
might all together hear such a conversation. For 
it was necessary that the place where it was to be 
should have the appearance of solitude ; and if 
they stood behind the door, there was a possibi-
lity of their being spied, or discovered by their 
own noise, or some sudden suspicion of Sabinus. 
They therefore -f• bethought themselves of get-
ting into the void between the roof of the house 
of Latiaris and the ceiling of the room ; and in-
to this lurking hole did three senators thrust 
themselves ; a concealment as vile as their trea-
chery was detestable ; and there listened with 
their ears laid to the holes and crannies of the 
ceiling. 

Meanwhile Latiaris, having found Sabinus in 
the street, brings him home to the chamber, as 
having news to tell him ; where after• having re-
called past grievances, he accumulates tho-w they 
had to fear, and the alarms and terrors (too real 
and too many) with which they were surrounded. 
Sabinus t then takes up the matter, which he en-
larged on; as the discharges of grief having once 
found a vent arc not easily stopped. Immediately 

the 

Iique sermones, tanquam vetita miscuissent, speciem 
arctx armicitia fecere. 

1-  Tectum inter et laquearia tres Senatores; hand minus 
turpi latebra, quam detestanda fraude, sese abstint ; 
foraminibtts et rimiq attrem aclmovent 

t. Eadem ille et (limit's: quanto mcesta, ubi seine' pro-
rupere, difficilius retinentur. 
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' and inanimate, the walls and roofi, were exa-
mined by timid looks, for fear they,  should Con-
ceal informers and witnesses. 

Tiberius, like an hardened tyrant, was unaf-
fected by any consideration that might have re-, 
strained, or at least deferred his vengeance. The 
religious celebration of 'the first day of the year 
stopped him not ; for in the same letter in which 
he sent the customary compliments to the se-

. nate, he fell on Sabinus, whom he accused of 
having corrupted some of his freed-men, and laid 
snares for his own life ; and then demanded in 
no obscure terms a suitable punishment. His 
sentence was immediately passed ; and the un-
fortunate Sabinus was the same day carried to 
'prison, in order to suffer death. 

Whilst t he was dragged along, though it was 
with 

.Non alias magi anxia et pavens civitas, egens adver-
stun proximos : congressus, colloquia, notw ignotmque aures 
vitari : etiam muta atque inanima, tectum et parietes cir-
ettnispectabantttr. 

t Trahebatur damnatus, quantum obducta veste et ad-
strictis fitucibus poterat clamitans, sic inchoari annum, has 
$ejano victimas cadere. Quo intendisset oculos, quo verba 
aeciderent, fuga, vastitas; deseri itinera, fora: et quidam 
regrediebantur, ostentabantque se rursum, id i psu m paven tes, 
qttod tinmissent. Quern enim diem vacuum ptena, ubi in-
ter sacra "t vota qno tempore verbis etiam profitnis abstineri 
urns esset, vinela et laqueus inducantur ? Non imprudentem 

tantam invidMm adiisse: qtuesitum meditatumque 

.tie accusation is dispatched'; and these traitors 
wiite to the emperor the whole detail of the 
fraud, and of their own infamy. 

When * this heinous atittir was known in the 
.city, anxiety and dread seized on the Romans.  
Nobody knew now who.to.trust ; nobody durst 
visit, or speak to another ; men distrusted both 
strangers and acquaintance; even things dumb 
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with difficulty he made himself be heard, because 
his head and throat were muffled with his gar-
ment, he cried, " That with such solemnities 
the year began ; and such were the victims slain 
to Sejanus." Wherever he cast his eyes, or 
directed his words, every body fled ; the streets, 
the public places, were in a moment empty 
there were those who having fled, returned, and 
shelved themselves, dreading this very thing that 
they had discovered, dread. What day, said the 
affrighted people, will be free from executions, 
if in the midst of solemn sacrifices and holy vows, 
on a day when it is customary to abstain even 
from profane words, fetters and halters are used? 
They added, that it was not at random, nor 
without consideration, that Tiberius thus hazard-
ed the public hatred. That he intended thereby 
to slim, that no day was to be privileged, and 
that the magistrates on new-year's day should 
open the prisons, as well as the temples. 

Sabinus having been strangled in prison, his 
Faithful- corpse was hauled with an hook to the * Gem-
Le:,:)fs:-.  nix, and afterwards thrown into the Tiber. Dio 
Dio.mviii.and Pliny have observed, that the fidelity of 
"'ill' his dog increased the inthlic commiseration on 40. 

so mournful an occasion. This animal followed 
his master to prison; stayed with his corpse when 
exposed at the Gemonhe, howling terribly ; and 
when it was thrown into the river, the dog also 
lcapcd in, and endeavoured to keep it up from 

oki ng. 
Sabinus': 

lie quid unpedire credatur, quominus novi magistratus, quo-
modo delubra et altaria, sic carcerem recludant. 

* I have already observed, that the Gemonitr was the 
place where the bodies of executed malefactors were' expo. 
sed. It was ascended by several stPps ; and thence eallci 
Gemonice soak', or Gemonii gradtm 
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• Sabinus's accusers were without doubt reward. ms 
pu- ed according to custom and law. But afterwards  

they were punished for their signal treachery ;:oinc time 

Caligula executed justice on three of them. And jTt  ,te  7 4, 
Latiaris was punished, as we shall see, by the 
authority of Tiberius himself. For that prince * 
protected against the senate and every one else, 
the ministers of his cruelties ; but often grew 
tired of them in time, and sacrificed the old 
ones that grew burdensome to him, to make 
way for new. 

After Sabinus's execution, the emperor wrote 
a letter of thanks to the senate for having deli-
vered the commonwealth from a bad member 
and an enemy. He added, that he led a life of 
Constant anxiety, and in fear of the snares of his 
enemies. Though he no further explained him-
self, it was not doubted but he meant Agrippina 
and Nero : and Asinius Gallus, whose children 
were nephews of that princess, moved that the 
prince should be requested to acquaint the senate 
with his fears, and permit it to remove the causes. 
Tiberius cherished his dissimulation as his fa-
vourite virtue, and valued himself on nothing 
more. He WaS therefore greatly offended with 
Gallus for endeavouring to get at his secret. 
But, Sejanus pacified him, not out of friendship 
for Gallus, but with a view of making Tiberius 
at last declare the fatal design he had long had 
against the house of Germanicus. For he knew 
the character of the prince he had to deal with 

was 
a Qui seelertnn ministros, ut perverti ab aliis nolebat ita 

plerunique satiatus, et oblatis in eamdem operamreeentibus, 
veteres et pra>graves 

f Non Galli more, verum ut cunctatinncs Principle 
aperirentur : gnarus lentum in meditando, ubi prorupitzqet-
tri$til,nw dictis atrocir•fnrta conjli igel*C. 
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was to nouridi himself with his gall, and to be 
slow in ripening his pernicious projects ; but 
when he had once opened them, the most tra-
gical effects were linked to his denunciations. 

Flatter; of  The senators found no refuge from their con-
the senate- tinual fears but in flattering the emperor and his 
ndandesrieu; favourite. Insomuch that, without being requir-
in.:permit ed, and when they met upon a different business, 
the to- they decreed an altar to clemency, and another mans to 
come and to friendship, and on each side of them the sta- 
vay their tues of Tiberius and Sejanus. They conjured court to 
them. 	them by repeated supplications to permit them 
T•tc. iv. 74. to see, and pay their respects to them. Tibe-

rius and Sejanus were not inflexible. They quit-
ed their island ; but not to come to Rome, or 
into its neighbourhood. They condescended 
liowel:er on the shore of Campania to receive 
the homage of the senators, knights, and great 
part of the people, who crowded thither. 

Sejanus was more difficult of access than the 
emperor. The favour of an audience of that 
insolent minister cost much solicitation, or an 
association into his ambitious projects. It was 
abundantly apparent that the spectacle of public 
servitude, exhibited on this occasion under his 

es, much increased his arrogance. For at 
Rome motion and bustle was nothing extraordi- 

nary ; 
* Eo venire patres, eques, magna pars plebis, anxii erga 

Sejanum; enjus durior congressus, atque eo per tunbituni, 
et societate consiliorum parabatur. Satis constabat anctam 
ei adrogantiam, Actium illud in propatulo servitium spec-
Ianti. Quippe Romm sucti discursus, et magnitudine urbis 
incertum, quod quisque ad negotiuni pergat. Ibi campo 
nut littore jacenteq, nullo discrimine, noctem ac diem, juxta 
gratiam ac fastus janitorum perpetiebantur: donee id quo-
flue vetitum : et revenere in urbem tripidi, quos.tion ser-
mone, non visa dignattp: erat ; quidam male alacre•:, quibus 
infaustm amiciti.se gravis exitus inudnebat. 
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'ary ; and in the vast multitude that fills the 
streets of a great city, it is impossible to distin-
guish what pursuit engages individuals. But 
here all orders of the commonwealth, without 
tinction, lying on the fields and shores, days and 
nights, courted, and bore the insults of his por-
ters. At last all this multitude was sent away, 
and returned to Rome ; but with different sen-
timents, some anxious and fearful, if the fa-
vourite had not deigned to speak to or look 
on them ; and others, on whom he had bestowed 
marks of kindness, full of rash transports, soon 
to be changed into tears by his terrible fall. 

C . RUBELLIUS GEMINUS. 
C. FUFIUS GEMINUS. 	 aft. C. 29. 

Livia's death, which happened, as we have Tiberius 

the 
to 

t 
 related under the consulship of Rubellius and N 

Fufius, removed the fast obstacle to the ruin Of aZisensnta/Z- 
Germanicus's family. As soon as Tiberius found gripping 

and her himself freed from the constraint of the remains on. 
of respect he had for his mother, he wrote to Tat'. v. 3- 
the senate against Agrippina and her son Nero. 
The people even believed that the letter had 
been sent while Livia was yet living, and that 
she had prevented its appearing. It is how- 
ever certain, that it was read in the senate very 
soon after her death. 

The style of it was bitter : Tiberius apparent- 
ly took pleasure in using therein the hardest ex- 
pressions. Yet he did not reproach his daugh- 
ter-in-law or grandson, with seducing the ar- 
mies, nor conspiring against his rerson. Only 
to Nero he objected his extravagant debauche- 
ries ; and to Agrippina, against whom he durst 
Ilot _nreAend such an imputation, nothing but 
arrogant manners and invincible haughtiness. 

OR 
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A.R.iso. On reading this the senate was astonished, 
alt. C. 29. uid long kept a mournful silence. At last *,.a. His later 

;mike_ iew 	mill that are al ways to be found, who, 
ing no hopes of risint,6  by honourable means, 

from the public calamities take opportunitiem of 
making their fortunes, spoke, and demanded to 
proceed upon the matter of the letter. The 
warmest of these was Messalinus Cotta, who had 
in his head a rigorous motion. But the other 
leading men, and particularly the magistrates, 
remained undetermined and fluctuating : be-
cause Tiberius had contented himself with bitter 
inveeti% es, without otherwise explaining his in-
tention. 

Among the senators was one Junius Rusticus, 
appointed by the emperor to keep the journals 
of the assemlily, and for that reason supposed to 
be in the prince's secrets. This man had never 
.given any proof of magnanimity. However, on 
this occasion, whether carried away by the stream, 
or guided by an ill-judged policy, that made him 
apprehensive of future danger, and forgetful of 
the present, he joined the party that hesitated, and 
prevented the consuls proposing thk business : 
he represented, that the greatest changes often 
depended on the slightest causes; and that at the 
prince's age, time ought to be given him for re-
collection and remorse. At the same time the 
people gathered about the senate, carrying with 
them the images of Agrippina and Nero, and 
invoking Tiberius in respectful terms, and mak-
ing vows for his prosperity, cried that the letter 
was forged, and that the prince did not desire 

the 
Panel, (wats India ex honest° spes, et publica. 'Dahl 

singul is in oceasionern gratioe tralmntur, ut referretiu post tt- 
lavere. Tau. 
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the destruction of his family. So that no tragi-an. C. 29. 
cal resolution was taken by the senate that day. 
There were even dispersed about discourses, said 
to have been spoken by different consular persons 
in the senate against Sejanus : and these * under-
hand pieces were the more petulant, as the au-
thors, under borrowed names, could with impu-
nity give the greater scope to their pens. Another 

It is easy to imagine how much Sejanus wasletter from 
irritated ; and with what bitterness he renewedTiberhu• 
his accusations with Tiberius. He told him, 
" That the senate had contemned the complaints 
of its prince ; that the people had revolted. 
That seditious discourses were published at 
Rome, and. decrees passed that breathed rebel-
lion. What remained but to take arms, and 
march under those leaders and generals whose 
images they had already chosen for standards ?" 

Tiberius therefore wrote again ; and repeated 
his reproaches against his daughter-in-law and 
grandson, severely reprimanded the people, com-
plained to the senate that by the fraud of a sin-
gle senator the imperial majesty bad received 
a public airront, and reserved to himself the cog-
nizance of die affair. There was no further he-
sitation, and if the senators did not pass a de-
cree (which was forbid them) they however tes-
tified that they were ready to revenge the in-
juries of their prince, but were restrained by his 
orders. 

Here Tacitus on a sudden fails us. A chasm mat. in 
near three years deprives us of all this exCei-Tacitul• 

lent historian had delivered concerning the pro-
secution of Agrippina and Nero, and afterwards  

of 
* Exereentibus plerisque per occultiun, et eo proLaciun, 

libidinem ingeniorttin.• 
ot. II. 
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A.R.iso. of Drusus; and concerning the discovery of St- 
aft. C.29. janus's conspiracy, and the ruin of that ambi-

tious favourite. We have also lost other records 
T. it. 53. which might have somewhat supplied this defi-

ciency, and particularly the memoirs of Agrip-
pina, daughter of her we are now speaking of, 
and mother of the emperor Nero, who together 
with her life had wrote the history of the misfor-
tunes of her family. We are now reduced to 
some scattered sentences of Suetonius ; and ex-
tracts from Dio, a writer very unfit to replace 
Tacitus if we had him entire. With such feeble 
succours it will be impossible for us to distin-
guish the facts that belong to the remainder of 
the current year, or to the year following, when. 
Cassius and Vinicius were consuls. 

aft. C. 30. 	M. VICINIUS. 
L. CASSIUS LONCINUSJ 

Condem- 
nation of 
Agrinpi- 	All that we are sure of, is that under these con- 
ha. N"°' suls or towards the close of the prece 	, ding year and Dru- , 
sus. 	Agrippina was condemned by the senate, at Ti- 
ne''''"• berius's instance, and banished into the isle of Sint. 
.53. ct, & Pandataria, wherein her mother Julia had before,. ca. 7. for very different reasons, been confined by Au- 

gustus. Nero, her eldest son, was at the same 
time declared a public enemy, and transported 
to the isle of Pontia, not far from that of Panda-
taria. Drusus, Nero's brother, (lid not enjoy a 
disgrace that his bad heart bad made him in-
strumental in. Being also declared an enemy 
to the commonwealth, he was imprisoned in * 
lower apartment of the palace, where he wag 

Tiberius's  strictly watched. 
pelfidyand The ruin of Agrippina appears to have inhumani. 
ty to Asi. on that of Asinius Gallus, licr brother-in-law. 
mius Gal. We have observed that Tiberius hated as violent- g. 
Dios L lriiw, 	 ly 
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ly as unjustly this illustrious senator. He at last A. R. 781. 
Satisfied himself by a treatment equally perfidious 	C• 313• 
and inhuman. Asinius, having been deputed by 
the senate to the emperor, on some occasion 
we are ignorant of, Tiberius took that opportu- 
nity to write to the senate against him : so that, 
by a most extraordinary accident, at the same 
time that Asinius was treated with the utmost 
civility by the emperor at Caprex, and eat at his 
table, the senate was condemning him at Rome, 
and dispatching a pretor to arrest, and conduct 
him to punishment. Asinius, when he was inform- 
ed that sentence had passed against him, would 
have killed himself : but Tiberius hindered him, 
not out of compassion, but to prolong his sutler- 
ing and misery. He ordered him to be carried 
back to the city, and to .be kept in the house of 
one of the acting consuls, till he himself returned 
to Rome. That time never came : for Tiberius 
never returned to Rome. Thus Asinius conti- 
nued imprisoned many years, without having a 
friend or a servant with him, and without con- 
versing with, or seeing any body; unless when he 
was compelled to take nourishment, which was 
not designed to give him pleasure or strength, 
but so proportioned as to be just sufficient to 
keep him alive. He would have thought himself 
happy in the fate of one Syriacus, who was put 
to death only because he was his friend. 

Sejanus was now at the height of his wishes. Enormous 
He had destroyed his enemies ; and the way to raenruZi.  
sovereignty was made easy by the destruction of j  
those who were its heirs. He was every where 
joined with Tiberius in the honours paid that 
prince ; games were exhibited on his birth-day; 
the-senate, the knights, the tribunes, the chief 
citizens. erected zv countless number of statues 

2 	 to 
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A.R.Isi.to him ; his fortune was sworn by, as well as 
C. zo-the emperor's. Nay more, as he was the awar-

der of recompences and punishments, and the 
canal of favour and disgrace, he was more res-
pected and feared than his master. Sejanus 
seemed to be the emperor ; and Tiberius the 
prince of the little isle of Capreve. 

Tac. iv. 47• Tiberius was so blinded that he would never 
Tiberius 	 • 
appriscdb,ha,ve opened his eyes, had not a salutary infor- 
Antonia olmation unbewitched him. A word of Tacitus 
Scjanus's 
deeigns, at informs us, that Satrius Secundus was the man 
1ast opens who discovered Sejanus's conspiracy. Josephus 
his eyes. 

.Int, relates, that Antonia, Germanicus's mother, hav- 
sviii. s. 	information of Sejanus's designs, acquainted 

the emperor therewith by a letter, which she 
sent by Pallas the most faithful of her slaves, who 
afterwards became famous in the reign of Clau-
dius. We must therefore suppose that Satrius, 
an old client of Sejanus, and who had been in-
strumental in his vengeance on Cremutius, know-
ing and being an accomplice in his patron's de-
signs, determined, for some reason or other, to 
acquaint Antonia therewith ; who immediately 
gave notice to the emperor, in the manner Jose-
phus relates. We do not know the detail of the 
plot, nor the proofs against Sejanus. But we 
cannot doubt but that he was convicted of hav-
ing attempted to usurp the place of his master, 
and contrived his murder ; since nobody has 
pretended to justify or excuse him. And Tibe-
rius was sufficiently hated to have created de-
fenders of Sejanus's cause, had it not been alto-
g,et her indefensible. 

It was time for Tiberius to rouse himself. 
Sejannq could depend on the pretorian 

ho were deNoted to him as their captain ; and 
on almost all the senate, many of whose mem- 

b 

   
  



Boot( VI.] 	TIBERIUS. 	 813 

'bel'S he had gained by services, whilst he kept A.R.1S2. 
the rest in play by hopes and fears. And heats. (.31.  
was so much master of all who approached the 
emperor's person, that he knew in time all Ti-
berius said or did, while Tiberius was totally 
ignorant of the steps Sejanus took. 

In such circumstances it would not perhaps To lull 
have been prudent to have openly attacked so him into  a 

of 
secu- 

potent an adversary : and the artful temper OI rity, he 
Tiberius could not fail of throwing him on devi-loiat(his itilo

hm 
: ous unusual methods. He began accordingly ours, :Hl 

by manifesting a greater confidence in Sejanus nae,i
l
l
n
lw

ilin 
it

i
h 

 
than ever : he was never tired of talking of him,minscif. 
as of a faithful friend with whom he delighted 
to trust his most important concerns. It is also 
a probable conjecture, that he at this time pro-
mised his consent to the long-projected match 
between him * and Livilla ; and it was perhaps 
under pretence of raising him to a rank proper 
14 that alliance, that he named him consul for 
the next year with himself, without dismissing 
him from the command of the pretorian cohorts. 

The 
Ilyckius, in his notes on the fifth book of Tacitus, be-

lieves rather that Tiberius gave Sejanus hopes of marrying 
one of his grand-daughters ; and he has to support him the 
title of son-in-law of Tiberius, twice given to Sejanus by 
Tacitus, .v. 6. and vi. 8. This opinion, however, meets 
with difficulties: for first, time disproportion of age was too 
great, Tiberius's grand-daughters being all very young, 
and Sejanus, when he died, not less than fifty. Next Ta-
citus says nothing about it, when speaking, in his sixth 
book, of the marriages of the three grand-daughters of 
Tiberius; on one of whom the project of an alliance with 
hejantoi must have fallen, it' there were any such ; yet he 
does not say of any one of them, that she had been pro-
mised to him in marriage. I therefore hold the common 
opioion; rind suppose that Livilla,being Tiberinesdaughtt r-
in-law, might in some sort be reputed his daughter, and 
be who was to marry her treated as the emperor's son-in-
ls 
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A.R..784. The functions of the consulship required Seja- 
aft. C. 33-nun presence at Rome. So that Tiberius pro-

cured thereby the absence of his enemy, and the 
opportunity of contriving, with more ease, the 
means to destroy him. 

Every body was deceived by Tiberius's con-
duct. Sejanus was thought in greater favour 
than ever, and more assiduous court was paid to 
him than usual. Statues, curule chairs enriched 
with gold, offering and sacrifices, were lavish-
ed on him. The senate ordered that Tiberius 
and he should be consuls together five years suc-
cessively ; and that when they came to town 
(for it was not doubted but Tiberius would come 
to officiate as consul) they should have a com-
mon entry, which should be as pompous as 
possible. They were mistaken : for Tiberius 
continued in his island ; and Sejanus came to 
Rome alone. 

A.R.-182. 
aft.C. 31. 

Sejanus is 
received 
with in-
finite re-
spect into 
Rome. 

TIBERIUS CJESAR AUGUSTUS V. 
L. "EMUS SEJA1US. 

He was there received with honours that ap-
proached to adoration. The eagerness of all to 
pay court to him was incredible : an infinite 
multitude filled his anti-chambers, which over-
flowed into the very streets : every body was a-
fraid not only of not being seen, but of not be-
ing seen one of the first. For the service of 
this proud minister was hard ; as it was known 
that he had accounts given him of every word 
and action that escaped each Roman of rank at 
least. Upon which Dio makes a reflection 
somewhat long, and yet methinks worth :tran-
scribing. 

Princes, * says he, in their inherent dignity:ire 
less 

* 0; tar doma c4Itires wg&zolcs, YZE sat ;kZtellectla =teect Tirt.0 
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less jealous of disrespect, and more disposed to A.M.:82. 
pardon negligence of that sort, because they are aft.C.31. 
perfectly satisfied that they cannot be despised : 
but those who enjoy only a borrowed power, se- 
verely exact such duties, as essential to their 
grandeur ; and in case of failure are angry, as 
thinking themselves contemned and insulted. 
For which reason there is often greater crowds 
about favourites than sovereigns themselves ; be- 
cause if an offence is committed against the for- 
mer, it is a virtue in them to forgive it; but 
such forbearance in the latter is a proof of their 
weakness, and the revenging of it a confirmation 
of their power. 

Meanwhile Tiberius was preparing all things aTritfTil us.3  
for Scjanus's ruin ; in doing which he acted with duet in 
singular, unexampled circumspection and eau- ruining 

tion. He proposed to weaken Sejanus, without 
making him desperate ; for fear he should take 
off the mask, and excite a revolt. The inten- 
tion of Tiberius also was to sound the disposi- 
tion and sentiments of the generality of the Ro- 
mans, to be certain whether they were personally 
attached to the minister, or merely to his fortune, 
and consequently to know whether he should 
be applauded for, and seconded in, destroying 
him ; or whether, on the contrary, a rising was 
to be apprehended. To attain this double end, 

he 

oixeulticre sup ;gct )( EXANPOr Ti at'ai)v, irx iinuA177s 
;in I  ixvloi otne4NrEI ov pen PGAZPVVit-rlde of 	 ICticAA01-
3.17 6X:14  XCe;thi'64 1 Wgiaa 4776V4 ,:;5 Tod TOiCaTX, as Kj  i; T;;P T Cits ie I I • 

FrAl>" rPe71, 7001eVeny c;1,2rzcei ilriViciTs.  x ed iteit 
Lx:4A.Aivzsvos, >u Zgyi.e;errsti 	ii:cie,ccsvoo• 

TiATO pliAAOY Tin; Tit; TO11;11“, Afel Cit;Tit;, C:0 ; CiTCO,CCL'ITOIGgeiTOCCCf, 
fIXACW"ITIV. Ori Tor; pa, xr  v)in.u../.4000:4 17, di;';4i,  ze "1"/";-""; Tel)  
f:Jceir za; ai TgTO 'Ai, THY tiTatYfiXY T9A7Y 	IOZN, 1; N irt.if)1.7 
efiv vtoviaratr,ces,134xivrir 	141-ix 	124e0 tOrt?;(14t. vier 
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A.R.732. be resolved to act so dubiously with respect to 
aft. C. 3/. Sejanus, so to blend what might alarm him, with 

what Nvould strengthen his confidence, that his 
change with regard to his minister might tie 
guessed at, and yet the minister himself should 
have only transient apprehensions, which should 
not hinder him from thinking himself still loved 
and in favour. 
• Thus, as to himself, he wrote to the senate 
and Sejanus, sometimes that he was extremely 
ill, and expected to die ; sometimes that he was 
in very good health, and was setting out for 
Rome : at one time he commended Sejanus ex-
cessively, and at another used him roughly : he 
observed the same variations with respect to the 
favourite's creatures, alternately rewarding and 
punishing them. 

This ambiguous, contradictory policy, kept 
Sejanus and the Romans in suspense. The fear 
Sejanus was in at times was not strong enough 
to drive him to extremities, being thus moder-
ated by marks of esteem ; and the signs of cool-
ness abated his presumption, which otherwise 
would have made him look on the success of his 
enterprise as c ertain. The Romans for their 
part no longer knew whether they were to 
honour, or contemn, Sejanus ; whether they were 
to expect Tiberius's death, or his arrival in 
Rome : and their suspended judgment waited for 
some external determination to fix it. 

Hence, howevei , r -suited a certain tired ; 
namely, that particulars were more cautious of 
,hewing nmrks of respect and attachment to Sc. 
janus, beginning to apprehend that they miOit 
hurt themselves by appearing too much devoted 
to him. But bod:es of men, w hose stc ps are-slow-
er and more deliberate, continued their wonted 

behaviour 
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behaviour ; and so much the more, as Tiberius A.R.-182. 
bestowed a fresh favour on Sejanus, by admit-aft. C. 31. 
ling hint and his son into a college of public 
priests of the Roman people. And the senate 
following the emperor's example, Conferred on 
'ejanus, when his consulship expired (that is, 

on the* fifteenth of May) the proconsular pow_ suet:  Tib. 
er ; and ordered that his conduct in the magis-)bi0.1.  
tracy he quitted should be proposed as a model .Or rather 
to all his successors. 	 the eighth, 

These were the last honours paid Sejanus. 
says

emont. 
Air de 

Prom this time Tiberius, grown bolder, as every 
Till  

thing continued quiet, studiously multiplied on 
him marks of his disfavour. Sejanus having 
asked leave to return to Capreae, under pretence 
of the sickness of Livilla, who had been promis-
ed in marriage to him, Tiberius denied him, 
saying, that he himself should come immediate-
ly to Rome. 

He had sent for Caius, Germanieus's third Suet. 
son, who was afterwards the emperor Caligula,It 
to stay with him. This young prince, who was 
then about twenty, had not put on the virile 
robe, through the usual tardiness of Tiberius. 
This he did therefore at Caprew, without cere-
mony, without pomp, without any of the honours 
that had on the like occasion been paid to his el-
der brothers, Nero and Drusus. But soon after 
Tiberius invested him with the dignity of pon-
tiff; and writing on that occasion to the senate, 
he expressed himself favourably as to Caius, and 
insinuated that he intended him for his successor. 

This was a home-stroke to Sejanus, who sen-
sibly felt it, and deliberated whether he should 
not enter into action. But lie was prevented by 
t 	.ley  the people testified at this glimpse of the 
elevation of the last son of Germanicus ; and he 

repented 
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A.R.7S2. repented of not having made use of the consu-
aft. C- 31. lar power, wherewith he had been lately armed, 

to execute his designs, and declare himself em- 
peror. 

Death of 	About this time Nero died of hunger and 
Gertn Nero.ani. want in his prison, in the isle of Pontia. Others 
cut3's chiest related his death differently, according to Sueto-
son. 

et. Tilh Dins, and said, that an executioner having been 
sent to him, as if by order of the senate, with 
the instruments of death, the halter and hooks, 
the young prince was so frighted as to kill him-
self. However it was, Tiberius, in the letter in 
which be acquainted the senate with Nero's 
death, named Sejanus, without adding any ex-
pression of affection and benevolence, as he used; 
and this omission was much remarked. 

An enemy of that minister having been ac, 
cused in the senate, Tiberius caused him to be 
acquitted. At length, to chew that his intention 
was not to have Sejanus loaded with new he,-
'flours, be forbade the decreeing"of any to' him-
self, and also to all sacrifices relative to the wor-
ship of a living man. Now the custom of sacri-
ficing in honour of Sejanus had got such ground, 
that, if we arc to believe Dio, he offered sacrifi-
ces to himself, and was his own priest. 

These proofs given by Tiberius of his aliena-
tion from his minister were the more intelligible, 
as he was known for a prince who did nothing 
without a meaning, and carefully weighed his• 
words and syllables. And he was understood ; 
for people no longer concealed their deserting 
Sejanus, but avoided him with the same care 
they had before courted him. 

Tiberi„,.„ 	Then Tiberius judged it proper time to give 
letter to the finishir ,  blow. Of the two consuls in, office the senate • se.m the month of October, Falcinius Trio and 

4.11/141V, 	 lem- 

   
  



Boot( VI.] 	TIBERIUS. 

Memmius Regulus, he suspected the first. It A.R.7s2. 
was therefore to Regulus that he addressed hisaft. C. 31. 
orders against Sejanus, which he sent by Nevins 
Sertorius Macro, having first given him the com- 
mission of commandant of the pretorian co- 
horts, and ample instructions how he was to be- 
have. And though he had taken every measures„,.t. 
that the most refined prudence could suggest,tv• . 
yet, anxious about the event, fearful and quaking, Dte: 
he ordered Macro, in case of any tumult, to free, 
if he thought it necessary, Drusus, the second 
son of Germanicus, who was imprisoned in tlitz 
palace, and produce this young prince to the 
multitude for their leader. He had got vessels 
ready, if the danger became serious, for his flight 
into some distant province, where he proposed 
to implore the assistance of the legions ; and, for 
fear the couriers should be detained by unfore- 
seen accidents, he got on the summit of a rock, 
whence he watched the signals he had ordered for 
his information of what should happen. Timid 
precautions, declaratory of a mean soul, and 
which render Tiberius as contemptible, as his 
cruelty makes him detestable. But he had no oc- 
casion to make use of any of these last refuges ; 
for all passed with perfect tranquillity. 

Macro being come to Rome by night, corn- v;*, 
munieated his orders to the consul Regulus, and 
td Gracilus Laco, captain or the watch. The 
next morning early he went to the palace, (for 
the senate was to meet in the temple of Apollo 
that was contiguous) and meeting Sejanus, as he 
pereeived,him uneasy that there was no dispatch 
from the emperor for him, he heartened him, by 
telling him in his ear, that he brought the order 
foras.ociating him with Tiberius in the tribu_ 
natal power. This was the sum of Sejanus,i  

w 
ishe .  
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A.R. Is2. wishes ; he believ'ed the flattering news, and en-
aft. C. 31. tered the senate full of joy. Then Macro 

missed the pretorian soldiers who had attended 
Sejanus, and were to guard the senate ; shewing 
them the commission which appointed him their 
commander, and promising them a gratuity 
from Tiberius. In their room, he posted about 
the temple, the soldiers of the watch ; and then 
going in, gave Tiberius's letter to the consuls ; 
after which he immediately went out ; and hav-
ing recommended to Laco to keep a good guard, 
ran to the camp of the pretorians, to prevent 
the commotions that the ruin of their comman-
der might occasion among them. 

During this time the letter was reading in the 
senate. It was long, and miserably mean-spi-
rited, but drawn up with all possible art. For it 
was not an invective against the ambitious mi-
nister who designed to dethrone his master. lt 
began with matters altogether foreign; then came 
a short slight sally against Sejanus ; after which 
Tiberius passed on to something else ; then re-
turned to Sejanus, and made him a reproach of 
small importance, which he conellid,:d bluntly, 
by ordering justice to be done on t u'o senators 
that were devoted to that minister, and he him-
self to be carried to prison. For he dared not 
command him to be put to death, doubting 
strength, and fearing that the last severity'itt 
once denounced, might produce some great dis-
order. He ended, by representing himself c; a 
weak, defenceless old man and desired that one 
cif the consuls Nvou ld conic to him at Caprea: 
with a good body of troops, that he might conift 
to Rome in safety. 

innUS 15 	The effect of this artful letter v% as such• us 
`'tired 	• 

and carried Tiberius desired. If Sejanus had perceived from 
In prizon. 	 the 
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the beginning whither it tended, he might have A:R.782. 
left the senate ; and he had partisans enough tuatt- 
have made an insurrection in the city. But as 
Tiberius's first complaints against him were about 
matters of small concern, he was not at all a- 
larmed. He had already experienced such little 
discontents, without their having had any bad 
consequences. He thought it would now be the 
same, and .continued quiet to the end. 

As soon as the Order for arresting him was 
beard, the pretors and tribunes of the people 
surrounded him, to prevent his making any re- 
sistance ; and then was seen a terrible example of 
the vicissitude of human ailitirs. At the begin- 
ing of the meeting, all the senators crowded 
about him to felicitate him on his supposed ele- 
vation to the tribunitial power, they lavished 
their flattery on him, assured him of their zeal 
for his service, and begged his protection. After 
the letter had been read, they fled from him, de- 
tested him, would not even sit near him ; and 
among so many adorers he found not one friend. 
Those-who were most violent against him, were 
the very men who had had the closest connexions 
with him, but fearing now the consequences of 
his fatal friendship, they endeavoured to oblite- 
rate it by the strongest testimonies of hatred. 

In the midst of the tumult, the consul Regu- 
lus called Sejanus, who did not leave his place ; 
not through haughtiness (he was not suficiently  
humbled) but because it was so new a thing for 
him to receive orders, that he knew not how to 
obey. The consul was forced to repeat the cita- 
tion a second and third time. At last Sejanus 
answered, " Is it me you speak to ?" and as he 
ro;e up, Laco entered, and secured him. Though 
i t was plain enough, that none of the senators 

would 

   
  



152 	HISTORY OF TilE EMPERORS. 

A.R.182. would pretend to defend Sejanus, yet the consul, 
aft. C.31' fearing the number and power of his relations 

and creatures, would not hazard a deliberation 
in form. He contented himself with asking the 
opinion of a single senator; and he being for 
sending him to prison, the criminal was carried 
there by the consul, accompanied by all the 
magistrates, and by Laco. 

,7„„ sat , The people failed not to follow the example 
of the senate.. The inconsiderate multitude al-
ways runs after fortune *, and declares against 
those in disgrace. But if Sejanus had succeeded, 
they would have proclaimed him emperor. Now 
they overwhelm the wretch with insults and out-
rages. All the way from the palace to the prison, 
he was exposed to their outcries and shoutings ; 
and if he hid his face, they uncovered it, that 
he might escape no part of his confusion. They 
reproached him with his cruelty, in having des- 
troyed such numbers. They rallied him on ac-
count of his vain hopes. They pulled down, 
and broke to pieces his statues ; to spew him 
how they would willingly treat himself ; and be 
saw in his representations what he was soon to 

He is put suffer in his person. tu death. For the consul perceiving the people to be in 
the most favourable disposition lie could wish, and 
knowing that the pretorian guards made no mo-
tion, re-assembled the same day the senate in the 
temple of concord, near the prison. There Se-
janus was • condemned to die, and immediately 

executed. 

* Sed quid 
Turba Rani ? sequitur Fortunam, ut scraper, et odit 
Damnatos. Mein populus, si Nortia Fusco 
Favisset, si oppressa foret secura senectus 
Prineipis, lute ipsa, Sejs.nuut dierret hora 
Augusturn. 	 Juv. 
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executed. His corpse was dragged with a hook A.11;s2. 
to the Gemonize ; and the populace for three aft.C• 31-
whole clays insulted it every imaginable way, 
and at last, threw the miserable reliqucs into the 
river. Sejanus was put to death on the eigh, 
{with of October. His fortune was at first ad- 
judged to the public treasury ; and the year fol- 	2. 
lowing, by a fancy that supposed a difference 
where there was none, transported to the em- 
peror's exchequer. 

All his family perished with him. His eldestths eha- 
son soon followed him. The tender age of his dren perisik 

with Lim. 
other son, and of his daughter, probably occa- TaC. Y. 9. 
sioned for some time a doubt, whether they 
should be punished for a crime of which they 
were incapable of participating. Anti perhaps 
the dread of displeasing Tiberius by an indul-
gence contrary to his intention, made severity 
prevail. They were sentenced to death, and car-
ried to prison to be executed. The son was sen-
sible of his misfortune ; but the daughter so lit-
tle knew what they were about, that she asked 
with tears, what fault she had donee  and where 
they were conducting her ? she protested she 
would do so no more, and that she would wil-
lingly submit to the punishment proper for her 
itge. Tacitus and Dio add, that as there was no 
example of a virgin's being capitally punished, 
there Was an effort made to pallitite the inhuma-
nity at the expence of decency, and that the exe-
cutioner had orders to violate • the child in the 
prison, before he strangled her. Dio says, this 
was her who had been betrothed to Claudius's 
son. If so, her marriage must have been settled 
utmost as soon as she was born. 
• Apicota, who had been long clivoreed.from,Se-

,ianus, was not condemned by the senate. But formerwd  
the  of &pains. 
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A.R.782.the death of her children, and the spectacle of 
aft.C. 31•their bodies exposed at the Gemonize, so affected 

her that she could not bear life. She killed her-
self, after having drawn up and sent to Tibe-
rius• a memorial, wherein she discovered the 
black, abominable conspiracy that bad robbed 
him by poison of his son Drusus. 

suet rib. 

	

	Till then he had been in an error, and bad 
believed that the prince died of an illness occa- 

Tac.iv. ii.sioncd by his intemperance and excesses. To 
dive into this horrid mystery, he had the eunuch 
Lygdus, and the physician Eudemus racked ; 
and when by their confessions, he was satidied 
that Drusus's death was effected by the crime of 
Livilla and Sejanus, the frightful discovery made 
•him conceive a distruSt of all mankind ; he ima-
gined that there was nothing among them but 
iniquity ; and his natural inclination to cruelty 

smer 

	

	greatly increased. Wherefore I cannot readily 
believe a tradition attested by Dio, concerning 
Livilla's death. This historian reports, that 

death. 

	

	Tiberius shelved so much regard for Antonia, as 
to let her be the arbiter of her daughter's fate ; 
and that Antonia, spite of her natural good-na-
ture, and maternal tenderness, could not forgive 
Livilla, but starved her to death. It is not like-
ly that Tiberius, angry with the human species 
on account of Livilla's crimes, should be dispos-
ed to spare herself; and I think it is not to be 

Tar. vL 2. doubted, but that it was by his orders this wick- 
Monte of ed princess was put to death. The next year fsejanus's 
pal anis the senate decreed that her statues should be re- 
Itia,t4cred moved. 
Iv the 

It is remarkable, that in the disgrace of a fa - 
louse,: vourite, potent as Sejanus was, nobody should plundered 

by the 	his part. It is true, there were some pop- 
lar commotions ; but they wcre occasioned by guar I‘. 

Am 	 the: 
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the rage against that detested minister. The A.R.Is2. 
mob massacred some that were knov. it to be aft. C. 31. 
strongly attached to him, and who under his pro- 
tection had been guilty of tyrannic violences. 

The pretorian soldiers too, discontented at the 
preference given by the emperor to the soldiers 
'of the watch in the imprisonment of the crimi- 
nal, got together, and plundered and burnt some 
houses. But this licentiousness was soon stop- 
ped by the authority of the magistrates, to 
whom Tiberius had recommended to be on this 
occasion particularly careful of the safety of the 
city ; and yet more efficaciously by a donative 
that the emperor made them of a thousand de- .§„rt. 
narii a man. The Syrian legions received also xlviAL 
a gratification from Tiberius, because they alone 
had never honoured among their standards Se- 
janus's image. 

The senate, after having severely treated Se- Decree of 
janus, and all his family, blasted his memory Li!e.sesltt too by the most ignominious decrees. It forbid janus's me: 
any one's going into mourning for him ; as if I? 
his death had freed the Romans from servitude, • 

*,,t ordered to be erected in the forum a statue of 
liberty ; it appointed that the magistrates, and 
all the colleges of priests, should celebrate every 
year a festival with solemn games on the day he 
was executed. The senate also decreed new 
honours to Tiberius ; but that austere prince maws  
refused them. He would not even receive the rhses the nuurs deputations that the senate, knights, and people decreed 
sent to felicitate him ; and the consul Regulus, hin,  
who bad so well served him, going to him at 
Capriqe to escort him to Rome, as he had desir-
ed in his letter against Sejanus, met with a re-
pulse. Perhaps fear, as well a§ moroseness, con- 
tri•uuted to this brutal behaviour. 	For he was Suet. T 

VOL. II. 	2 A 
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A.R.'182.s0 intimidated that even after Scjanus's death, 
aft.C. 31. he spent several months * without going out the 

Villa of Jupiter, which probably was the strong-
est and securest of the twelve he had built in his 
island. 

The senate, who thought that the extraordi-
nary honours conferred on Sejanus, had inspired 
him with rashness, and turned his head, forbid 
by a decree, that such should be ever granted to 
any Roman, and also the swearing by any name 
but that of the emperor. And yet this wise as-
sembly fell into flattery, almost at the same time, 
to Macro and Laco. It decreed both of them 
gratifications out of the public treasury ; and to 
Macro the pretorian ornaments, and those of the 
questorship to Laco ; together with some other 
prerogatives. But both these officers, made 
wise by Sejanus's recent lesson, declined honours 

preachin„ whose danger they were aware of. 
Nobody at Rome was attentive to an event 

which was to renew the face of the universe. 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour, then preached his 
gospel in Judea, and founded the spiritual mo-
narchy foretold by the, prophets, and destined 
to subdue, by the power of words, all the king-
doms of the earth. 

S E C T. III. 

Tiberius crueller after Sejanus's death. Blesus, 
and many others, prosecuted before the senate 
as accomplices of ,Srcjanus. Cruelties of Ti-
berius at Caprew. Melancholy adventure of a 
Rhodian. 	hatred of Tiberius. ,&' iii 

lil is s. 
Suetonius sa3s nine months. But the time is too long. 

and not to be reconciled with Tacitits, who makes Tiberius 
quit the isle of Caprea! towards the beginning of the follow-
ing }ear, to go along. the shore of t'amq ania. and come 
near Bumf. 

   
  



BooK 	 TIBERIUS. 	 337 

lilies of the senate. A senator punished for 
having proposed to give an honourable recoil 
pence to the pretorian soldiers. Two accom-
plices of &faits condemned. Messalinus 
to attacked by many senators, and defended by.  
Tiberius. Tacitus's reflection on a confession 
that escaped Tiberius. 	Tiberius's debau-
cheries. his shame of then spite of hinise?f. 
His cruelty continues. PaSsion for accusa-
tions. Magnanimity of a Roman knight ac-
cused of being S'gjanus's friend. Tiberius's 
cruelty to his old friends ; and to the learned 
Grecians he had about him. Many accused. 
Death of Scaurus. A mother put to death for 
bewailing her son. Death of Ittfius Geminus, 
and of his wife. Rubrius Fabatus thinks of 
retiring to Parthia. Piso, prefect .of Rome, 
dies. His perpetual drunkenness. Lamia suc-
ceeds him, and afterwards Cpsus. New Sibyl-
line verses. Tiberius has them examined. Se-
ditious motions of the people appeased. The 
empire foretold Galba by Tiberius. Marriages 
of Drusilla and Julia, Germanicus's daughters, 
and of Julia, Drusus's daughter. Troubles and. 
general confusion about debts. Remedy applied 
by Tiberius. Continuation of Tiberius's cruel-
ties. Ile puts to death all who were detained 
in prison as Sejanus's accomplices. Death of 
Asinius Gallus. Death of Dill.CUS, Germani-
cus's son. Agrippina's death. Plancina is ac-
cused, and kills herself. Cocceius Nerva starves 
himself: Peaceable deaths of three illustrious 
persons. Consummation of the mysteries of the • 
,S'aviour. A pluenix. Pomponius Labeo and 
his wiji: cut their veins. Informers punished. 
Boldness of Lentulas Getulicus. Second de-
i,•comals of Tihec Ices. False Drusus. Troubles 
and revolve ions among the Parthians and Ar- 

o 	 me/tiara, 
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menians. Commotions in Cappadocia. Con-
tinuation of Tiberius's cruelties. Peaceable 
death of Poppeus Sabinus. Burial of a raven. 
A person accused poisons himself in the senate 
itself. Punishment of Tigranes. A great 
fire in Rome. Tiberizis's liberality. Tiber ms's 
perplexity and uncertainty about the choice of 
a successor. Remarkable saying of Tiberius 
about Caius. Tiberius endeavours to conceal 
the declension of his health. Divers accusations. 
Voluntary death of 21rruntius. A tragical and 
scandtdous adventure. Tiberius's demise. The 
people inveigle against his memory. Epochs and 
degrees of Tiberius's wickedness. Proofs of 
the badness of his heart. His moroseness. His 
irreligion. His learning. His obscure, pedan-
tic style. His ajectation of purity. His person. 

A.R.182. MEN love to flatter themselves. When tft. C.31, the Romans saw Sejanus dead, they ex- Tiberius 
crueller af-pccted a milder government; imagining that 
ter Stjan. the tyrannic rigours they had experienced, pro-m's death. 
Surf. Tib. ceecled less from the emperor than his minister, 

64' who had often acted of his own head, or by /no, L 
dens extorted from his master's weakness. 

Tiberius took care to undeceive them ; and 
let them know that he wanted no prompter to 
cruelty ; that it was natural to him ; and that 
he had not shewn it at first, his moderation was 
owing to his policy, and not to clemency, to 
which he was a stranger. His fury, far from 
being diminished by Sejanus's death, broke out 
with redoubled violence. On account of real or 
pretended friendship, and intelligence with that 
guilty minister, Tiberius shed an ocean of blood ; 
and the relation of these horrors takes up almost 
'A 1 1 the rest of his reign. 

Blesus 
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Blesus, Sejanus's uncle, who had benefited A.R.182. 
by hiS credit, as we have seen, was one of the aft. C. 31. 
first that shared his disgrace ; and when he was m

Blaestnvis,alui  
dead, Tiberius loaded him with reproaches and otheise4

p
17

-
outrages. Another illustrious man, laudable forl. Leeutthe see.- 
his constancy, but whose name is not to.  be nate ae-
found in Tacitus, fell by his own hand. It is a ,06rsPeigi, 
very probable conjecture that Velleius, who flat- rasc. s. 

ters Sejanus in the most servile manner in his • 
abstract of history, participated of the destiny 
of all his partizans. 

P. Vitellius, the friend and avenger of Ger-
manicus, was accused of having offered Sejanus, 
to second his criminal enterprizes, the money in 
the public treasury, of which he had the custody. 
To Pomponius Secundus, predecessor of Mem-
mius Regulus in the consulship, was objected, 
that he had received into his gardens fElius Gal-
lus, who, after Sejanus's execution, came there 
for shelter. These two found an asylum in the 
generosity of their brothers, who undertook to 
keep them, and be their sureties. Their at fir 
lingered ; and Vitellius, not able to bear a con-
tinual suspense between hope and fear, desired a 
pen-knife, as if he wanted it for writing, and 
with it opened his veins. His hurts, however, 
were not mortal ; but be died of grief. 

Pomponius was a man of great elegance. of 
manners, of a lively wit, and of distinguished 
ability in poetry. His spirits, and the amuse-
ments he was capable of inventing, made his 
captivity tolerable, and he survived Tiberius. 
We shall have occasion to mention him again in 
the sequel of this work. His brother acquired 
great reputation by the good-nature he sheaved at 
so nice a juncture. But he tarnished this glory Tanri. 
by lending his assistance in odious accusations of 

pretended 
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A.R.782, pretended high-treason. He excused himself by 
aft'. C.31. saying, that he wanted the emperor's favour to 

ward the blow that threatened his brother. But, 
besides that injustice is not to be commited on 
any pretext whatever, his bustling turbulent 
temper, really contributed to his giving so much 
trouble to himself and others. 

Cruelties 	Tiberius took pains to lay to the senate most 
of:Tiberius of the 'condemnations and punishments, think- t  
D 	

pre. • ng
ia. 	

x to deceive the world, and throw on that as- 
sembly the odium of the many bloody execu-
tions of which he was the true cause. He even 
took a malicious pleasure in obliging the sena-
tors to serve his vengeance by prosecuting one 
another. But his cruelty could not be fully sa-
tisfied without exercising it personally. At Ca- 

Suet 

	

	preav he often fed his eyes with the long and cru- 
el torments that by his order were inflicted on 
the wretches he doomed to die ; and in Sueto-
nius's time the rock used to be shewn from which 
he had them precipitated afterwards before him 
into the sea ; while • marine soldiers placed at 
the foot of the rock, with long poles and oars,• 
beat and bruised their bodies fur fear some spark 
of life should yet remain. 

Suetonius also silo, that Tiberius, after hav- 
ing the first hint about the black mystery of his 
son Drusus's death, employed himself altogether 

Melan- many clays in examining into that affair by tor-
choly ad- tures ; so that during this time, an old friend of rae

i
n
i
tu

odi 1 
re )f

i! 

	

h 	11.1S
, 
of Ehodes, whom he had invited by letters 

to come and see him, arriving at Caprele, Ti-
berius, absorbed in this business,ordered him im-
mediately to be racked, as if he had been one of 
the accomplices of the crime under examination; 
'Ind when he found his error, he ordered-him 0 
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be slain, for fear the poor man should divulge A. R.162. 
his melancholy adventure. 	 aft. C. 31. 

Tiberius's cruelty was ingenious in inventing 
punishments that made people suar long with-
out killing them. Death was a favour ; and he 
.knew it so well, that having been informed, that 
an accused, named C'arnulius, had destroyed him-
self, he cried out, Carnulius has escaped me. 
And on another occasion, as he was reviewing 
some prisoners, one of them begging of him im-
mediate death, he answered, " 1 am not yet re-
conciled to you." Every body is aware howPublics ba;  
much such a tyrant must have been hated. Thetbreeti°9! erl" 
Public detestation of him went so far, that, asnia. 
Dio expresses it, there was no Roman who did 
not wish to tear him to pieces, if possible, with 
his teeth. But he was full as much dreaded as 
hated, and to avoid his cruelty his subjects re-
doubled their servility. 

CN. DOMITIUS AIIENOBARBUS. 
FURIUS CAMILLUS SCRIBOZ,ZIANITS. 

A.R.131. 
aft. C.32. 

I said, that Tiberius long refused to suffer the 
observation of his ordinances to be sworn to c'ithe5e- • nate. 
He consented thereto at last ; and it was custo-
mary every year, on the first of January, for a 
senator to repeat the oath, which the rest joined 
in by an unanimous acclamation. The year after 
Sejanus's death, whose consuls were Domitius, 
Agrippina's husband, and Camillus Scribonia-
nus, this engagement was made more personal, 
and each member of the senate pronounced the 
%% hole oath. 

At the same time, the first men of the corn-
vioni-ealth strove to signalize their zeal for the 
emperor, by the new decrees, that I have anti- Tar. 

CI pate(' Dio. 
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A.R.783. cipated, against the memory of Livilla and that 
aft•c• 32•  of Sejanus. 

An obscure senator, Togonius Gallus, made 
himself ridiculous by aping the Cassii and Scipios. 
He had a mind, like them, to pay his court to 
the emperor, and he proposed that Tiberius 
might be desired to choose a number of senators, 
out of which twenty, drawn by lot, should at-
tend him armed with swords when he entered the 
senate. • Dio justly observes, that this proposal 
was injurious to the senate, into whose assem-
blies none were admitted but its members. If 
then the emperor wanted guards there, he must 
be supposed to haVe enemies among the senators. 
However, Togonius's motion was registered ; 
and Tiberius answered it with a serious irony. 
For after having,• in the letter he wrote on that 
subject, thanked the senators for their great 
good-will and affection, he exposed the difficul-
ties of this new establishment. " Who, said he, 
must I choose, or refuse ? Are theyto be always 
the same, or a continued succession? Must they be 
old magistrates, or young senators? Those in office, 
br those out of office? Moreover, how strange will 
it appear to see senators gird on their swords at 
the entry of the senate? my life cannot be of such 
importance as to have it defended by such arms." 
Thus bantered Tiberius, who at the bottom would 
have been very unwilling to trust his person and 
life in the Lands of the senators, whom he hated, 
?Ind who he knew hated him. This he suffici-
ently proved the following year, when he desired 
leave to he accompanied, when he came to the 
senate, by Macro, and some of the tribunes and 
centurions of his guard ; an useless precaution, 
by which he wantonly insulted the senate, .as he 
had detci wined 'never more to enter the senate- 

house. 
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house. But he risqued nothing in braving that A.11.783. 
assembly, whose cowardice was then so great, aft. C. 32. 
that in the decree that gave Tiberius the liberty 
he desired, without prescribing the number or 
quality of the military people he should bring 
with him, they added, that every senator should 
be examined and searched before he came into 
the assembly, that no one might conceal a sword 
under his robe. 

Togonius then was quit for having his motion A senator 
turned into ridicule by Tiberius. Another flat-punished

un 
 

terer paid dearer for a fine invention that adula- prropoas`
i
ed to 

tion dictated to him, and for which he•valued five =
w

ho. 
himself. Junius Gallio, a senator, observing that re°com- 

t
t 

 Tiberius paid great regard to the pretorian co- pence o 
borts, in whom he apprehended some remains of ianhea:rs.11-  
their attachment to Sejanus, thought he should Tr vi. 3. 
enter into the emperor's views by proposing to • 
the senate, to order that the pretorian soldiers, 
when their time of service was expired, should 
have a right to sit at the spectacles among the 
Roman knights. Tiberius sent a thundering an- 
swer to this article ; demanding of Gallio, as if 
present, " What business be had with the soldiery, 
men who were to receive neither orders nor re- 
wards, but from the emperor? he added, insulting- 
ly; that Gallic, was wiser to be sure than Augustus, 
and bad discovered what bad escaped that great 
prince ; or rather, that he acted as a mercenary 
of Sejanus, who aimed at sedition and discord, 
by luring simple and rude men, under pretence 
of honour and privileges, to break the laws of 
military discipline." In consequence of this an- 
swer, Gallio was expelled the senate, and after- 
wards Italy ; and as he was suspected of making 
his exile easy and agreeable, because he fixed in 
t hie pleasant isle of Lesbos, be was brought back 

to 
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A.R.7s3.to Rome, and put in custody of the magistrates, 
aft• C• 32* so that one of their houses always served him for 

a prison. 
Two ac- 	Tiberius in the same letter, charged as an ac- 
0
co

S
np1

a
ic
n
e
u
s
s complice of Sejanus, Sextius Paconianus, who 

condemn- had served pretor. He was a bold mischievous 
ed. 	man, and one of those whose curiosity is always 

diving into the secrets of families, and Sejanus 
had pitched on him for his instrument and assist-
ant in his plot to destroy young Caius, Germa-
nicus's third son. The senate was well pleased 
to have an opportunity of exercising a just ven-
geance against this person, who was hated by all 
good men. They were going to condemn him 
to death, when he had recourse to an expedient 
that had succeeded to others, and offered to dis-
cover an accomplice. He accused Latinius La- 
tiaris, who some years before had been the chief 
betrayer of Titus Sabinus. 

The accuser and the accused, two men egiu
detested, administered a most grateful scene I.. 

rac..,,13,,the senate by their humiliation and distress. ta , 
tinius was condemned, and Paconianus kept in 
prison. At the end of three years, being de-
tected of composing in the very prison, verses 
against the emperor, he was strangled there. 

Tib. 

	

	I do not know whether this is the same Paco.. 
nius, about whose death Suetonius relates an 
anecdote worth observing. Tiberius being at ta-
ble, a dwarf, who among other buffoons diverted 
him, asked, why Paconius, who had been so long 
accused of high-treason, yet lived? The empe-
ror silenced him, by telling him to curb his pe-
tulant tongue ; but in a few days he sent orders 

to 

• Necusator ac reus, jiixta invisi, grattun spectaculum 
imk•bebatttr. Tac. 
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to the senate to proceed immediately to pass sen- 
tence on Paconius. 	 aft. C. 32.  

Whilst men once formidable and supported messaii. 
met with the punishment of their crimes, some nus Cotta 
senators thought the opportunity favourable to ain

it
a

rt
,,
(
v
.k
.
c
wna

by.  
attack Messahnus Cotta, who long had merited tors. and  y!deci . the public hatred by the rigour with which he(blev  
always voted against the unfortunate, to satisfy u-s• 
the cruelty of the emperor. This was the secret Tac.  
motive of the senate's indignation against him, 
but other pretences were used. Sarcasms a- 
gainst young Caius and Livia were alleged. He 
was arraigned for that, in a pecuniary affair be- 
tween him and Man. Lepidus and Arruntius, he 
said, " My * adversaries will have the senate 
for them, but I depend ou my little Tiberius." 
These allegations, which were advanced by sena- 
tors of a middling rank, were seconded by the 
leading men ;- wherefore Messalinus, fearing the 
senate's judgment, prevented it by an appeal to 
the emperor. 

He was not deceived in his hopes of Tiberius's 
protection. Soon came a letter to the senate, in 
which the emperor, having dated very back- 
ward his first friendship with Messalinus, and re- 
called many of his services, desired the senators 
not to wrest into crimes, words maliciously in- 
terpreted, and some gaieties escaped in the midst 
of good cheer. He even demanded justice against 
the senator Cecilianus, who had been the most 
sanguine against Cotta ; and the senate implicit- 
ly obeyed. A little before Arruntius having been 
accused (of what we cannot tell, because the 
place where Tacitus related the affair is lost) his 
impeachers were punished as guilty of calumny. 

The 
• II1os gulden) Fenatus, me autem tuebitur Tiberiolus 

mews. 
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A.R.783.The same sentence was pronounced against Ceci-
aft. C•32-:ianuS ; and Messalinus, a man indeed of great 

birth, but odious on account of his manners, 
and his cruelty, was equalled in treatment with 

• the most worthy member of the Roman senate. 
Tacitue9 	Most remarkable * was the beginning of this 
reflexion 
on a con- letter of Tiberius I am speaking of. He ex- 
fission that pressed himself thus ; " What to write to you, 
rgr,dTi-conscript: fathers, or in what manner to write, 

or what at all not to write at this instant, if I 
can determine, may all the deities doom me to 
still more cruel agonies than those under which I 
feel myself perishing daily." This confession of 
what he suffered, while he himself was the 
scourge of the universe, occasions a judicious 
reflexion from Tacitus. His cruelties, says the 
historian, and debaucheries became his punish-
ments. Nor was it at random that wise Socrates 
affirmed, that if the souls of tyrants could be 
seen they would appear full of wounds and scars; 
because what stripes are to the body, the same 
to the soul is cruelty, lust, and iniquitous 
nations. And it appears, that neither Tiberius's 
imperial fortune, nor his inaccessible solitude, 
could exempt him from feeling, and avowal};, 
the tortures and racks he endured, the con,e-
quenees of his crimes. 

Insigne victim est eat-um Cresarisliterartim initium. Nam 
his verbis exorsus est: Quid scribam vobis, P. C. ant quo-
modo scribam, aut quid omnino non scribam hoc tempore, 
dii me dereque pejus perdant, quam perire quotidie sentio, 
si scio. Adeo facinora atque flagitia sua ipsi quoque in sup-
plicium verterant. Ncquc frustra sapientissimtts sapientim 
finnare solitus est, si recludantur tyrannorum mentes, posse 
adspici laniatus et ictus, quando, tit corpora vcrberibus, its 
sawitia, libine, malls consultis, animus dilaceretur. Quip-
pe Tiherium non Fortuna, non solitudines protegebant : quill 
torments pectoris suasque ipso Few, fateretur. Toe. vi. ti 

Nothing 
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Nothing more certainly causes these avenging A.R.-183. 
remorses, that ignominy wh;ch makes a guilty 3,1'. C: 
person odious to himself, than criminal debau-,i:bb2V, 
chelies. Now in the last years of the feign and lei- 1-1!5 
life of Tiberius, he became a monster that way ,'firtr.,p'itte  
keeping no sort of measures, using 1 iolence, and otithusdc  
making no difference of rank or sex. And his Tac.  v 1. 

consequentialinvoluntary shame made hint avoid 
the sight of men. This year he quitted his is- 
land, and having sailed along the shore of Cam- 
pania, came near Rome ; and had, or feigned to 
have, a design to enter it. But the remembrance 
of his crimes, on a sudden, drove him back to 
his solitudes and the rocks of Caprm. 

The shameless disorders to which he abandoned his cruet- 
himself without reserve, did not lessen his cru- 
elty. He continued to wage an implacable war sion for ac- 
with all who had any connexions with Sejanus.cruf tr.; 
He himself raised up informers, though there were 
already so many of them. The great as well as 
the little followed * that scandalous profession, 
and appeared in public impeachments, or gave 
secret intelligence. Friends and enemies, ac- 
quaintance and strangers, every body was to be 
feared, and all sorts of accusations were admit- 
ted. No distinction was made between old 
and recent facts, between words and actions. 
Words dropped in the forum, or escaped at the 
table, were made crimes of. The fury of ac- 
cusing seemed an epidemic distemper that had 

seized 

* Quod maxime exitiabile tulere ilia tempora, (plum pry-
/mires Senatus intimas etiain delationes exercerent, multi 
propalam, ulii per occultuin. Neque discerneres alienos a 
conjunctis, ainicos ab ignotis, quid recens, aut vetustate ob. 
scurum ; perinde in Foro, in convivio, quaque de re locuti 
incusabantur, ut quis prxvenire et ream destinare prope. 
rat; pars ad subsidium sui, plures infect; quasi valetudine 
rt coutactu. Tac. 
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A.R.783.seized the whole nation. The least criminal 
aft. C. 32. were those who thereby endeavoured to extricate 

themselves from difficulties. Tacitus names four 
unfortunate persons who, when condemned, saved 
their lives by declaring themselves ready to im-
peach other pretended culprits. The best known 
of the four is Q. Serveus, formerly pretor, and 
a friend of Germanicus. He was arraigned by 
C. Cestius, an illustrious senator, who, after he 
had secretly accused him to Tiberius, received 
orders from him, to lay before the senate what 
he had acquainted him with by letter. 

Magnani- So universal a cowardice makes the more laud-
nay of a able an example of magnanimity, set at this 
R
n 

 oma 
lit 

n 
 ac- 

• time by M. Terentinus a Roman knight. kiu Ac- 
cused of cused of being Sejanus's friend, lie openly avow-
being. Se• ilnus•s 	ed it, in the following speech to the senate : 
friend- 	" In my present circumstances, fathers, to de- 

ny the charge were, perhaps, more expedient 
than to acknowledge it. But, whatever may be 
the result, I will own that I was the friend of Se-
janus, that I even sought to be his friend, and 
that I gloried when I had gained his friendship. 
I had seen him colleague with his father in the 
command of the pretorian cohorts ; and after-
wards I saw him invested with unlimited power, 
governing the civil and military. All favours 
were bestowed on his relations and friends. His 
friendship was the road to that of the prince. 
On the contrary, those whose enemy he was, ex-
perienced nothing but alarms and misfortunes. 
Instances I bring none ; I will endanger nobody ; 
but at my single peril, I will undertake the de-
fence of till those, who, like me, are guiltless of 

Tibetri",s' the criminal designs of Sejanus. No, * Cesar, though 
sent, is t Sejanus the Vulsinian was not the man we 
apostro- 	 courted ; 
phized as if 
prebcot• -I Non Sejanum Vulsiniensem, sed C1 udiae et,Julize do. 
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courted ; but the man permitted to enter into the A.R.183. 
alliance of the Claudii, and the Julii, the manaft• C• 32' 

who was your son-in-law, the man who was your 
colleague in the consulship, the man who under 
you administered the empire. To us it belongs 
not to judge, who is he, whom above all others 
you exalt, nor for what causes you have exalted 
him. Upon you the gods have devolved the 
supreme disposal of all things, and to us remains 
the glory of obedience. 	acts we behold ; we 
perceive on whom you accumulate honours and 
power, and who are most capable of serving or 
hurting us. And that all these characteristics 
centered in Sejanus, no man will pretend to de-
ny. But to pry into the secrets of the prince 
and endeavour to penetrate into his mysteries,i; 
a rash, hazardous enterprize ; in which we should 
never succeed. Recall not, fathers, the last day 
of Sejanus ; recall sixteen years of the highest 
fortune. We then courted his meanest retainers; 
and esteemed it a great honour and advantage 
to be acquainted with his freed-men and porters. 
What then ? Is this to be the undistinguished 
defence of all Sej:tnus's friends ? Far from it, 
let just limits bound it. Let the conspiracy 
against the state, let the bloody design against 
the prince's person be justly punished. As to 
the ties or friendship and acquaintance, we are 
in the same situation as you, Cesar, yourself ; 
and justified by your great example." 

The 

nius partem, quay adfinitate occupaverat, tuuro, Ctrsar, ge-
nerurn, tui consulates socium, tua officia in republica capeq-
sentent eolebanius. Non est nostrum lestimare quern supra 
eeteros, et quibus de causis, extollas. Tibi summtun reruni 
judicium dii dedere ; nobis obsequii gloria relicta est. Spec-
tatnus porno quie coram babentur, tad ex to opes, bonores, 
(lids plurinta juvandi nocendive potentia ; (pue Scjauo fuisse 
nerno negaverit. Abil; tos Prinei pis sensus, et hi quid occulti us 
parat, exquirere illicituln, anceps, nee ideo adscquare. Tur. 
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A.R.783. The success was equal to the laudable resolu-
aft. C. u. tion here manifested. Terentius had dared utter 

what every body thought. He was not only 
acquitted, but his accusers (guilty too of divers 
crimes) were punished by banishment or death. 

Tiberius's We do not know what share Tiberius had in 
his cruel'!" to  this act of justice, though the honour of it seems old 
friends; to belong m the first place to the senate. But if 
and to the  he authorised it, as we must suppose, he soon learned 
Grecians tarnished the little glory he thereby acquired, 
a
la

b
e
o
h
u
a
t
d
him. by new cruelties exercised on his oldest friends. 

sect. rib. Sex. Vestilius, formerly dear to Drusus, Tibe- 
66. 	rius's brother, and afterwards received by Tibe- 

rius into the class of those who had at all times 
admittance to him, was accused of having calum-
niated the manners of young Caius in a satyrical 
writing. Tiberius loved not Caius enough to 
interest himself warmly in revenging his injured 
reputation ; but he made a pretence hereof to 
get rid of a man who was grown odious to him, 
and thereupon forbid Vestilius to come into his 
presence. Nobody was ever disgraced by halves 
with Tiberius. Vestilius understood his lan-
guage, and with his trembling, aged hand, at-
tempted to open his veins ; afterwar& by a na-
tural repentance he bound them up, and wrote 
to the emperor to depreciate his wrath. But 
receiving a dry, severe answer, he finished what 
he had began, and opened them again for ever. 

Vescularius Atticus and Julius Marinus, insepa-
rable friends of Tiberius, who had followed him 
to Rhodes, nor quitted him at Caprew, were put 
to death too about the same time. We may re-
member that Vescularius was the inter-agent in 
the plot against Libo : and Sejanus had used Ma-
rinus to ruin Curtius Atticus, an illustrious Ro-
man knight who had accompanied TibCrius to 

Caprezc, 
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Capreze. * Hence the public was not displeased A.R.1s3. 
to see them fall by precedents of their own con-aft C. :12.. 

It was a misfortune, as I have already observed, 
to approach Tiberius, or have any connexion 
with him. The learned Grecians, in whose con-
versation he amused himself, though not to be sus-
pected of plotting against the state, or combining 
with Sejanus, experienced nevertheless his barba-
rity. As one Zeno was talking to him, Tibe-
rius, displeased with his affected pronunciation, 
asked him what dialect he spoke : " I speak the 
Doric," answered Zeno. As that was the dia-
lect of Rhodes, Tiberius imagined that the Gre-
cian reproached him with his retreat into that 
island, and banished him to one of the Sporades. 

Tiberius used, during his meals, to propose' 
questions to the grammarians with him, about 
what he had read that day : and these questions 
\were often (as I have elsewhere observed) very 
difficult and odd. But he diverted himself with 
puzzling the ablest of them, and detecting them 
in mistakes. He was informed that cne 01 them, 
named Selucus, got intelligence from the offi-
cers of his chamber of what books he read, in or-
der to prepare himself : and for this pretended 
crime he first forbid him admittance, and after-
wards put him to death. 

All that I have last related happened at Capreoe.,:\rale'l 
ztw 

At Borne live of the most illustrious senators Doni of 
were at one time accusal of hio-h-treason. Hor- 8,eat'r"4- 

AiiCi vi. 9. ror seized the senate : for there was scarce one 
of that its3emblv who was not a relation, or friend 
of sonic 01 the accused. Two of them, Appius 
Silanus and Calvisius Sahinus, were cleared by 

the 

* Quo lu.tiug neeeptum, son exempla in cowittltores 
diise. 	l'nc. vi. 10. 

Voi,. II. 	 2 D. 
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A.R.183. witnesses. As to the other three, Annius Po 
aft. C. 32. Annius Vinician US his son, and Mani. Scaurus, 

Tiberius reserved to himself the cognizance of 
their affair, which he said he would judge of in 
conjunction with the senate ; and as he never 
returned to lionke, they escaped, all but Scau-
rus, who was re-accused two years after. 

Tae. vi. 29. We have already more than once mentioned 
D
Scn.

• 
 De le- 

this Scaurus, a man who was able to have sup-Sur. 
 ce ported the glory of his family by his eloquence, 

had he not tarnished it by such immoral deeds as 
modesty cannot relate. It was not Sejanus's 
friendship, but Macro's enmity, that ruined him. 
This new commandment of the pretorian bands 
secretly imitated his predecessor : and knowing 
that Scaurus had been long hated by Tiberius, 
imagined it would be an easy matter to make 
him criminal. A tragedy composed by this se-
nator furnished matter of accusation. Atreus 
was the subject of it, one too much resembling 
Tiberius by his cruelty to his family ; and some 
verses therein seemed liable to such an applica-
tion. At this Tiberius was much enraged, and 
passionately said, " Since he makes me Atreus, 
I will make him Ajax." And accordingly sub-
orned accusers brought him before the senate, 
not for his tragedy, w 1 it h was his real crime, 
but for an adulterous commerce with Livida, 
who had been dead three years, and for magic 
sacrifices. Scaurus prevented cendemnation by 
suicide encouraged thereto by Scxtia his wife, 
whoadded practice to precept, and died with him. 
He was the last of the Scathi, and with him that 
branch of the Emilian family became extinct. 

I now return to the year wherein Scaurus was 
accticed the first timo ; 	Bich preients a piece of: 
eitielty till then unheard of. I shall red te it in 

TJei rw- '1. • 
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Tacitus's very words. *" Even women, says A.R.187. 
this historian, were not exempt from danger, aft. C. 32. 
and as they could not be charged with designs, mot1,er 
to usurp the government, their tears were made put to 

.. 

treason. Vitia, an old lady, and mother of Fu-
fins Geminus, was sentenced to execution for her son. 
bewailing the death of her son." 	 Tac. vi. 10. 

The bloody death of Fufius Geminus is not Death of 
in what we have of Tacitus. Dio t places it milirsanGed" 
before Sejanus's ruin : so that it is probable that orbit; wits 
Fufius, having been consul in the year of Rome 
780, perished the following year. He had been 
a courtier of Livia ; which was sufficient reason Suet. M. 
for drawing on him Tiberius's hatred, as he 
made it a rule to persecute all that had been Dio. 
loved and protected by his mother. Fufius ac-
cordingly was impeached of high-treason and 
impiety against the emperor. To obviate this, 
he produced and read in the senate his will, by 
which he had made Tiberius joint-heir with his 
own children. But seeing his destruction was 
resolved, he retired without waiting the sentence. 

Soon after he was told that a questor was 
coming to notify to him a capital sentence, and 
execute it. Upon this he ran himself through with 
his sword : and, as effeminacy and lubricity had 
been imputed to him, when the questor entered, 
pointing to his wound, he said ; " Look here ; 
and acknowledge that he who dies in this man-
ner' is a man, and no effeminate." Publia Prisca 
his wife was also arraigned, and being compelled 

2 	 to 

.11 Ne femime quidem exsortes periettli ; quia occupants 
ropublicx argui non poterant, oh laerymas inengahantur : 
necataque eat anus Vitia, Fufii Gemini mater, (pod filii 
necem fievisset. 
' t The name is somewhat disguised in the Greek hiqu-

rian : for instead of Fufius  Gcminus, it is there lbtlits Gc-
minius. But the nti:takc iS plain, and .3.furctus has correct-
ed it. 
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A.R. 7s3. to appear before the senate, killed herself, in 
att. C.32. the sight of her judges, with a poniard she con-

cealed under her gown. 
I am aware that. the uniformity of so many 

melancholy events must tire the reader. I will 
therefore omit sonic of the least interesting. 

Rubrius But I cannot pass over in silence the singular ad-
Fahatus venture of one Rubrics Fabatus, who, flighted thinks of 
retiring tc, at the blood spilt on account of Sejanus's conspi-
Yarthia• racy, and despairing for the Roman common- 

weal, resolved to retire among the Parthians. 
At least lie was suspected of it; and it is certain 
that he was stopped near the straits of Sicily, and 
could give no good account of his intended jour-
ney. He was afterwards brought back to Rome : 
but his life was not touched, through forgetful-
ness rather than clemency. 

Pisa, irre- The death of L. Viso, prefect (or governor) 
feet of 	of the city, is an interruption of these tragic: Boole. 
dies.  ins  scenes. His name proclaims his nobility : 41' he 
perpetual was never the author himself of any servile mo-
drunken- • . 
nes, 	non in the senate, and was wise in moderating 

such as necessity forced from him. Notwith-
standing he lived long in honour and dignity, and 

peaceably at the age of fourscore. Perhaps 
S tzfi. 'fib. he was partly indebted for this fortunate tran-
42. Svr. 9 u 	ty as well as for his government, to his con-

formity to Tiberius in the love of wine.. Seneca 
says of him, That he was drunk but once in 

his life ; for from the first time he got intoxica-
ted he was never sober till his death. 

He spent at table the greatest part or the night, 
and slept till noon, which was his day-break. 

But 

Nullius servals sententice sponte auctur, et. quotics 
iweeviitnr; ingroeret, sapienter moderans. Toe. 

t L. Piqo—cbrius, ex quo somel Claus egt, fait : mn-
jorcrn parteni noctis in convivio exigpbat: usquc in Itoriuu 
.ext,uu Iii dorwiebut, hoc erut cjw; nttutinum. .S.cm• 
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But what is surprising is, that, notwithstanding A.R.7s3. 
this vice, he filled for many years, to the: satisfac- aft. C.%. 
Lion of both prince and people, an important 
post, that required extraordinary vigilance. 

His succes.or was Elius Lamia, whom Tibe-Lamiasuc- 
rius had long detained at Rome with the titleceaneddsatteki. rn 
of governor of Syria, without suffering him towards cos- 
go and officiate. At last he took from him thissus• vi. 27, 
empty honour, and gave him a real employment,Dio. 
whore the title and function went together. 

Larnia, who was very old, kept his place but 
two years : and after his death, Tiberius, as if fond 
of drunkards *, bestowed the government ofsen. 
Rome on Cossus, whose birth, wisdom, and mode- 
ration, would have entitled him to it, had he not 
been as much given to liquor as Piso. He often 
would fall into so sound a sleep in the senate, into 
which he would come immediately from the ta- 
ble, as to be carried away without waking him. 

A new book of pretended Sibylline oracIes, New Si_ 
presented to the senate, and too easily adoptedkoline 
by it, gave Tiberius an opportunity of acquir,rbel, 
ing reputation, by shcwing how skilful he was has  them 
in all parts of government. Caninius Gallus 
one of the gnintlecimvirs (or priests that had 
the custody of the Sibylline book) had been the 
promoter of this anair ; and Quinctilianus, tri- 
bune of the people, had proposed it to the deli- 
beration of the senate. Tiberius excused the 
youth of the tribune, who was not obliged to 
understand these matters. Butupbraided 
who, on account of his age and employment, 
ought to have known with what circumspection 

and 
4  Puto quia illi bene cesserat Pisonis ebrietas postea Cos-

Ruin fecit urhis PrEefeetum, virum gravem moderatum, sect 
hierstini vino et niadentein ; udeo ut ex Seu*tu aliquando 
in quern e conviviu . vencrat, oppresses itiexeituhili so nun 
vollerc; ttr. 	&rt. 
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A.R.7s3.and maturity it was proper to procede in the 
aft. c•32.admission of new oracles. He recalled the wise 

precautions that Augustus, and before him the 
senate, at the time of the burning of the capitol, 
had taken about a collection of Sibylline verses : 
and he concluded by ordering the new book to 
be examined by the quindecimviral college. 
Tacitus leaves ris to guess that the book, on exa-
mination, was rejected. 

Seditious 	ale conducted himself with the same gravity 
motions of on account of some commotions of the people, 
thep eased  P' le  occasioned by the dearness of provisions, There ap. 

. had been for several days in the theatre seditious 
clamours ; and the emperor had been apostro-
phised very 'disrespectfully for not remedying 
the dearth. Tiberius,  reprimanded the senate 
and magistrates for not putting a stop to this 
licentiousness ; and subjoined to his letter a me-
morial, in which he sheaved from what provinces 
he had corn, and in how much greater quanti-
ties than in the time of Augustus. In conse-
quence of • this letter the senate passed a decree 
of ancient severity, to keep the people within the 
bounds of their duty. The consuls also published 
an ordinance in the same style. 'Tiberius ad-
dressed no remonstrance to the people, imagin-
ing that his moderation would be commended. 
But every thing is taken ill of a prince that is 
hated, and his silence was placed to the account 
of his pride. 

The consuls of the following year, as well 
as those of that we are closing, were two men 
of most illustrious names, Galba and Sylla. 

SER. SULPICIUS GALBA. 9ft.C. 33. 
L. CORNELIUS SYLLA. 

Galba is the emperor Aflio succeeded Nero,  
vl hen he N% as very old, and reigned but a few 

months. 
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months. Tacitus tells us, that Tiberius fore- A.B.784. 
told him, during his consulship. this his late and aft. C.:33^ 
short reign, in these words ; " 	Jalba, you shall pTilr':2111:e.. 
one day taste of empire." He also adds, that loom Graba 
was by judicial astrology, which Tiberius had 
been instructed in by ThrasylluS, that he thus T‘" vl 20. 
penetrated into futurity. 

Those who are acquainted with the cheat of 
astrology, will not be disposed to admit readily 
the truth of such a prediction. We must oh- 

• SCI'VC too, that authors differ about this affair, and 
that Suetonius ascribes to Augustus ‘s hat Tacitus 
says of Tiberius. But supposing the fact it ue, 
supposing we were also to believe, on the autho-
rity of Tacitus, thaahrasyllus's son foretold that 
Nero should becmperor, two pred ict ions that have 
succeeded by chance are not sufficient to gain cre-
dit to an art without princi ples, or rather contrary 
to the principles of reason. Credulous writers re-
cord the instances thatarefavourable to their pre-
judice, and prudently pass o ver in silence the facts 
which are repugnant thereto, and the numberless 
prophecies that have been falsified by the events. 

This year Tiberius married Drusilla and Julia, ITD'rriiTtil 
Cermanicus's daughters, to Cassius and Viiiicius, and Julia, 
who had been consuls together four years befog e. Germani- 
VillieillS is theperson to whom Velleius addresses ,̀Ls,:scrhters;  
his abstract of history. His family had not been and or Ju- 
long ennobled ; and he was originally of the lit- ,st,Prn.  
tie town of Cagli in Latium, where his ancestorsdatighter. 
had lived Homan knights. His grandfather first 7,7'1' 'LB' 
introduced the consulship into the family. He 
himself was a man of a gentle temper, and a good 
speaker, which was then a matter of moment 
among the first Romans : but his eloquence was 
like his character ; and when Tacitus says that 

it 
* Et tu, Galba, quandoque degustabis Imperium. 
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.A.R.I84. it was mild, he makes us imagine that it was spi- 
aft. C. 33.  ritless. The name of Cassius is famous in the 

Roman history. This we speak of was more 
admired for the easiness than vigour of his spirit. 
Tiberius's policy in the choice of his sons-in-
law is easily fathomed, he took care they should 
be such as, from the turn of their temper, would 
not give him any suspicions. 

He followed the same plan in the marriage of 
Julia, daughter of his son Drusus, and widow of 
Nero, Germanicus's eldest son. She was re-mar-
ried to Rubethus Blandus, a consular person, 
but whose grandfather many remembered a Ro- 

- man knight settled at Tiber. 
;troubles 	Debts and usury, the old causes of divisions 
and gener- and troubles in Rome, and always continued by al confu- 
sion about the Nvan ts of some and the avarice of others, spite 
d,hts. 

medy of the methods often attempted to prevent the Re  
applied-  by abuse, had prodigiously increased by the means 
Tiberius. of luxury., which was now at its height. The Tac. 	16.  

evil appeared by the great number of disputes 
between the borrowers and the lenders ; and the 
pretor Gracchus, tired.  with the many suits of 
this sort brought before him, and perceiving that 
it was a general sore which particular judgments 
could not heal, but that the government alone 
could do something effectual therein, had re-
course to the senate, and implored the aid of its 
wisdom and power. 

The Senate could not help ordering the ob-
servation of the old laws, and particularly of that 
which Cesar the dictator made against usury. But 
on the other hand the breach of the laws had 
been universal, and the senators themselves were 
all guilty. They therefore begged impunity 
from the prince, and an interval of eighteen 
months for settling all accounts between debtors'  

ono) 

578 
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and creditors agreeably to the law. Then hap- A11.7S4. 
Veiled a general commotion in all fortunes. Lands aft.C. 33) 
were every where sold, and their value according-
ly fell. Money was locked up ; which was before 
scarce, because the condemnation of so many 
rich Romans, and the consequential confiscations 
and sales had carried most of the current money 
to the public treasury, or that of the emperor. 
In this disorder the first families in Rome were 
threatened with immediate ruin. 

Tiberius on this occasion came to a resolution 
worthy of a prince who desired the relief of his 
subjects. He set apart a fund of an hundred 
millions of sesterces, (about two millions and 
live hundred thousand crowns) out of which any 
one might borrow for three years, without in-
terest, what he wanted, provided he mortgaged 
'twice the value of the sum in land. This resource 
made money circulate again ;  people paid, pri-
vate lenders too were found, and credit was re-
stored. This fact, with several others that we 
have related, proves, contrary to the opinion of 
Dio and Suetonius, that avarice was not to be 
reckoned among Tiberius's vices. It is true he 
did not attempt magnificence ; but he made a 
good use of his money : and if he enriched his 
exchequer by confiscations, it was rather through 
malice than covetousness. 

For he was thoroughly mischievous ; and his contman:  
attention sometimes to the public good stopped it,ei°,1;cTI- 
not the course of his tyrannie cruelties. Consi- cruelties. 
thus Proculus, while he was celebrating peace-
ably his birth-day, was hurried away to the se-
nate on pretence of high-treason, and instantly 
condemned and executed. And his sister San-
cia Nvzi interdicted fire and water. 
' 	IvI:olx family, descended from Theoplmeg, 

formerly 
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A.R.-M. formerly a friend of the great Pompey, wio 
aft. C.33. ruined by one blow. Pompeia AiIacrina his great-

grand-daughter, whose husband and father-in-
law, two of the prime nobility of Greece, Tibe-
rius had already destroyed, was banished. The 
father of this lady, an illustrious Roman knight, 
and her brother, formerly pretor, perceiving they 
should be condemned, slew themselves. .And, 
what seems incredible, they were reproached 
with nothing but Pompey's friendship for their 
ancestor, and the divine honours paid by the, 
flattery of the Grecians to 1 heophanes. 

The riches of Sex. Marius, and the beauty of 
his daughter, were his ruin. He was the richest 
man in Spain, possessing mines of gold of pro-
digious value. Dio relates a romantic proof of 
his wealth. He says, and I doubt whether he 
is to be believed, that Sex. Marius, being dissa-
tisfied with a neighbour invited him to his house, 
where he detained him two days ; during which 
time he pulled down this man's house and rebuilt 
it in a better manner. He then led him to it, 
and skewed him what he bad done; saying, " It 
is thus that I make my enemies sensible of my 
vengeance and generosity." As to his daughter, 
he was apprehensive of Tiberius's lust, and to a-
void that danger kept her from court, secreted in 
a place of safety. Tiberius, enraged thereat, had 
him accused of corrupting her : and on this odi-
ous imputation Marius was precipitated from the 
Tarpeian rock. His effects being confiscated, 
Tiberius seized on Hs mines of gold, either 
through real avarice, or perhaps to conceal un-
der the appearance of a less shameful vice thetruc 
reason of his hatred to the unfortunate father. 

The prisons were filled with persons accused 
of being Sejanus's accomplices. The cietail of 

parti- 
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Particular prosecutions tired `Tiberius; therefore A.R.784. 
to avoid that trouble, he issued iititutnan orders aft-c• 33' 
for putting-  to d:.‘ath all NV110 were detainul in pri- itaetratus  

tu 

son on that account. 'facials makes a terribie whower 
picture of this korrid butchery. * Exposed it dprlsuirinedasin  
the Gemonix by the monuments of the mighty s,:ianusts 
carnage; those of every age and sex ; the illus-a„n7d- 
trious and the mean, their carcasses thrown in 
heaps or apart. Nor was it permitted to their 
friends or relations to approach, bewail, or even 
behold them. hound the dead, guards were 
placed, who watched faces and marked the signs 
of sorrow ; and as the bodies putrilied saw them 
thrown into the Tiber, where they floated in the 
stream, or were driven upon the banks, nobody 
daring to burn, or touch them. ,The force of 
fear had cut off the iptercourses of humanity ; 
and in proportion to the growth of tyranny, 
every symptom' of commiseration was banished. 

This year the death of Asinius Gallus was di- Death of' 
VtligLd, who had languished three years in mi-4(t,Stiu: 
sery, being strictly guarded in the houses of the Tac.vi.'23. 
magistrates, with only just nourishment enough 
(as I have said) to prolong his life and punish- 
ment. Tacitus reports, that he perished through 
famine, and doubts only whether his death was 
voluntary or constrained. It is easy to imagine 
that the languor occasioned by Atoll: and bad diet 
should destroy an old man. Tiberius being con- 
sulted whether he •should be buried, was not 

ashamed 
Jacuit immensa straws, omnis scxus, omnis xtas ; in-

lustres, ignobiles, clispersi aut aggregati. Neque propiu-
q ids aut amieis adsistere, iniaerymare, ne visere guidon di it-
this dabatur: sect eircumjecti eustodes, et in mcerorem en-
Jusque intone, corpora putrefacta adseetabantor, (bn in 
Tiberim traherentur: ubi fluitantia nut ripis adpulsa, non 
eremare huisquana, non contingere. Interciderat sortis ho-
manfe connnercium vi meths ; quanttunque sarvitia gliseebat 
miseratio arc ehatur. Ter. 
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A.R.7s4. ashamed to permit it, nor even to complain of 
aft. C. 33. the accident that had carried off the accused be-

fore he had time to convict hint ; as if three 
years had not been sufficient for preparing the 
prosecution of one of the most illustrious mem-
bers of the Roman senate. 

Death of 	Soon after perished Drusus, Germanicus's son, Drusus, 
German'. having struggled with hunger nine whole da) s, 
CIS'S "14  and supported himself by the most miserable nou-

rishment, and gnawing the stuffing of his bed. 
We said that Macro had orders to fetch this young 
prince out of prison to oppose Sejanus, jibe found 
means to raise any disturbance in the city. This 
order got wind, -and rejoiced the public, who 
looked on it as a sign of a reconciliation of the 
emperor to .bib daughter-in-law and grandson. 
This was reason why the inhuman wretch 
hardened his heart, and ordered Drusus's death. 

And after he had killed him, lie still pursued 
him with cruel invective;, charging him with a. 
body foul with every prostitution, a spirit breath-
ing destruction to his ()NA n family, and a rage 
against the commonwealth. He had also read 
in full senate the journal, that had been kept by 
his order, of all the actions and words of this 
young unhappy prince. This lecture * struck 
the senators with horror. They could not con-
ceive that a grandfather could place For so many 
years about his grandson, spies, to watch his least 
motion, his gestures, his looks, his sighs, his 

I11urn1tirs 
* Quo non aliud atrocius visum. Adstitisse per tot annos 

qui Tuition, gemitus, oecultum etiam murmur exciperent ! 
et.potui,qe avum audire, legere, in publieum 'women., vix 
fides : nisi quod Actii centurionis, et Didymi liberti epic 
atohe servorum nomina pnercrehant, ut quis egredieoteut 
cubiculo Drusum pulsa% era, exterruerat. FAiam.min verba, 
eenturio sevitim plena, vinyl:km egregimn, voceagne der,  
eientk, adjecerat: (lois prim(' alienationem mentis 
qoasi per dement;am, funesta Tiberio, mo'c, uhi empe' 
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murmurs; much less that he could bear to hear, A.R.IS4. 
read, and publish, such a register. They knew aft. C. 33. 
not how to believe their ears, but that the style 
of these infamous memoirs too plainly savoured 
of the servile character of those who drew them. 
Therein were mentioned slaves, who boasted of 
having struck Drusus as he came out of his 
chamber, of having filled him with terrors. The 
centurion that guarded him also repeated, as 
matter of glory, his own language to Drusus, full 
of barbarity : with the words uttered by him in 
his last moments : and told how Drusus at first; 
feigning disorder of mind, ventured to rage 
against Tiberius, in the style of a madman ; and 
how afterwards, when all hopes of life had for-
saken him, in steady and deliberate impreca-
tions he invoked the vengeance of the gods, 
that, as he had slaughtered his daughter-in-law, 
his nephew, his grand-children, and with slaugh-
tershad filled his whole house, so they would, in 
justice to the ancestors of the slain, in justice to 
their posterity, doom him to some most cruel 
and dreadful catastrophe. The senatorsinter-
rupted this by outcries anti wishes opposite to 
these imprecations. And they were really fright-
et', and amazed, to find that Tiberius, who had 
been once so dark and subtle in his wickedness, 
was arrived at such a disregard of the judgment 
of the public, as to remove as it were the covert 
of the walls, and present to the senate his own 

grandson, 
vitae fuit, meditatas compositasque diras impreeabatur : ut 
quemadmodum nurum, tilimnque fratris, et nepotes, do-
mumque ()mum cmdibus complesset, ita panas nomini ge-
berique inajorum et posteris exsolveret. Obturbabant qui-
dein Patres, specie detestandi : sed penetrabat pavor et ad-
rniratio, ("Ilidum olim et tegendis secleribus obseurum, hue 
"contidentia,  venisse, ut tamquarn dimotis parietibus osten-
deret nepotem sub verbere eenturionis, inter servormn ietmz, 
extrema vita alimenta fruitra orantem. Toe. 
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A.R.7s4 grandson, outraged by a centurion, beat by slavers, 
aft. C. 33• and imploring in vain the last sustenance of life. 

AgiPPi-  
Before the impressions of this grief were worn 

Da'ecleatiL out, the death of Agrippina caused new tears to 
Tac.  'stream. Since her condemnation she had been Suet. lib. 
63, 64. treated by Tiberius with the utmost inhumanity; 

insomuch that, as even her imprisonment could 
not break her spirit, nor hinder her from re-
proaching him bitterly- to his face, he ordered her 
one day to be struck on the face ; which was 
executed with such violence as to beat out one 
of her eves. And when she and her sons were 
carried from one place to another, he. used the 
precaution to shut them up close in a litter, 
loaded with chains, with the windows shut, and 
guards all about them, to disperse curious people. 

Tacitus conjectures, that Agrippina on the 
death of Sejanus, flattered herself that her condi-
tion would be bettered, and therefore prolonged 
her wretched life ; but at last finding no alteration 
but thz.• same cruelties continued, she resoled 
to famish herself. According to Suetonius, Tibe-
rius envied her even that sad consolation, and or-
dered victuals to be forced down her throat. 
Others, on the contrary, have said that Agrippi-
na was not willing to die, but that they refused 
her nourishment. All that seems certain is that 
,,he was starved. Tiberius also endeavoured to 
ruin her reputation, and accused her of adultery 
with Asini us Callus : NV hose death, he said, drove 
her to despair, unable as she was to survive her 
gallant. But Agrippina *, impatient of a private 
condition, and eager for rule, had sacrificed to 
masculine ambition the vices of her sex. Tibe-
rius was not ashamed to boast to the senate of his 
not ha\ ing strangled her, nor exposed 

at 
* Sed Agrippina ,vgni impatiens, dominandi avid2. 

euris feminarum vitia exuerat. Tac. 
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at the Gemonize : and he observed, as a memo- A.R.-1s4. 
rabic circumstance, that she died the same day aft.C.33. 
on which, two years before, Sejanus had sulkred. 
The senate, always slavish and cringing, return-
ed him thanks for his clemency ; and decreed at 
the same time, that every year on the eighteenth 
of October, the day on which Sejanus and Agrip-
pina, died, a gift should be offered to Jupiter. 

The death of Agrippina, by a reverse scarce ph„eina  ii 
credible, procured that of Plancina her mortalaceused,  
enemy. We may recollect what share this lady and kills  
had in the crimes that cost her husband, Cn.Piso, T e •vi. 26. 
his life. But then the enmity of Agrippina, as 
well as Livia's protection, saved her. Favour and 
hate being now withdrawn, justice prevailed. I 
add too, that Plancina had been too great a fa. 
vourite with Livia to be one with Tiberius. Find-
ing herself therefore accused of crimes that had 
made so much noise, she would not stay for judg-
ment, and With her own hand revenged on her-
self, somewhat late, Germanieus, and his Eimily. 

In the midst of so many deaths that afibrdedcocceim 
Tiberius joy and triumph, there happened one ..qNJEri'v'ea4 
that afflicted him. Cocceius Nen a, his insepa-hunsele 
table friend at all times, the only consular per-
son that accompanied him to Capree, in vigour 
of body, and as much in favour as ever, formed 
on a sudden a purpose of dying. Tiberius was 
alarmed at it. He went to him, asked him his 
motives to so extraordinary a procedure, entreat-
ed him to desist, and even owned that it would 
he grievous to him, and prejudicial to his rcpu-
ation, to have his hest friend, without any appar- 

ent cause, relinquish life. 	Nerva all the while 
kept an obstinate silence; and completed his pur-
pose by, abstinence. Those who w cre his conii-
(lents pretended, that the more he saw into the 
miseries of the commonwealth, the more he was 

transported. 
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A.R.784. transported with indignation and dread ; and had 
aft. 33.therefore resolved, vt rile yet his fortune was fa-

vourable and unassa.ulted,to secure an honest end. 
This manner of thinking, at a time when suicide 
passed for an act of heroism, well agrees with 
the character or a great lawyer, as Nerva was, 
who, being accomplished in the knowledge of 

vine and human laws, must bear with more im-
patience than other people injustice and tyranny. 

dmt 
Peaceable 	This year three persons of the first rank died hs or 
three ino.peaceably, Elius Lamia, governor of Rome, of 
tri°115  Per-whom we lately made mention ; Man. liepidus, seas. 

famous for his moderation and wisdom ; and 
Porn ponius Flaccus, governor of Syria, who at-
tairied that high post by his talent for drinking, 
as we have elsewhere observed. On occasion of 
the death of the last, and the consequential va-
cancy of the government of Syria, Tiberius wrote 
to the senate, to complain that those senators 
who were fittest to command armies declined 
that office, so that he was obliged to have re-
course to entreaties that one of the consulars 
would accept the government of that province. A 
groundless com plaint, since nothing but his suspi-
cious diffidence made the senators afraid of great 
posts : and he himself had detained ten years Ar-
rulitius at llome, not being willing he should go to 
the government of Spain which had fallen to hint. 

consten. 	To this year also is to be referred, according 
of  to the opinion of the most knowing chronolo-the mys- 

teries or gists, tho consummation of the mysteries of Je- 
e.: S.t 	sub - 
viour. 

	

	Christ ;  his death, resurrection, and glorious 
ascension : the only comfortable objects in the 
mid t of a delte of crimes ; and di vine reme-
dies to the ilk of mankind, whose iniquities are 
ell:iced by the sufferings of their Saviour, and 
Nt Ito revive with him to eternal justice. 

The following year the consuls were Paulus 
Fabius 
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Fabius * Persicus ; and L. Vitellius father of 
the emperor of the same name. 

PAULUS FABIUS PERSICUS. 
L. VITELLI US. 	 aft. C. 34.  

In this consulship, if we believe Tacitus, the /,,
Ph?ngi..8.

-. 
Phenix appeared in Egypt : Pliny and Die say pa„. „.1 
it was two years before. But the date of a fa-Dio.i. Ira 
bulous wonder, of whose falsity nobody now 
doubts, is of little importance. 

Rome always offers us the same view, accusa-Porponi 
i1dT 

 
tions, condemnations, and bloody executions. .:d w ..,.cut 
Pomponius Labeo, who had been governor Of their veins* 
Afesia, and Paxea, his wife, being accused of ex-
tortion, opened their viens and died. The dread 
of an infamous execution determined many to 
such desperate actions : and the more, as those 
who were condenmed in form were debarred bu-
rial, and forfeited their estates ; whereas suicide 
commonly put an end to the prosecution, and 
Tiberius, discharged (as he imagined) of the re-
proach of cruelty by those who killed themselves, 
suffered them to be interred, and their wills to 
stand : the motive and price of dispatch. He 
manifested this inhuman policy with respect to 
Labeo and his wife. For he wrote to the senate, 
" That according to a custom of the old Romans, 
judging Labeo unworthy of his friendship, he 
had broken off all intercourse with him, and for-
bid him his house : and that Labeo, knowing 
himself guilty of mal-administration in his go-
vernment, had chosen to conceal the just appre-
hension of the punishment of his crimes under 
the odium of a tragical death. And that Paxea 
had too soon taken fright, since, if guilty, she 

had 
' * I shall relate under Caligula a fact that gives a strango 
idea of the morals cf Fabius Persicus. 

VOL. II. 	 C 
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A.11:785. had nothing to fear." It cost Tiberius nothing 
aft. C. 34, to boast of his clemency to the dead. 
Informers 	This affected mercy did not hinder him from 
Punished- reducing soon after to self-destruction Mamercus 

Scaurus, whose death I have anticipated. But 
his accusers did not go unpunished. They were 
-venal souls, as are all of that profession, and 
took a bribe of Varius Ligur, to drop a prosecu-
tion they were setting on foot against him. Ti-
berius, whom such a practice could not fail to 
displease, abandoned them to the vengeance of the 
senate, who banished them into distant islands. 
Abudius Rufo, once edile, gives a second in-
stance of the punishment of an informer. Hav-
ing commanded a legion under Lentulus Getuli-
cus, who was at the head of the army of the high-
er Germany, he endeavoured on his return to 
Rome to ruin his general ; and accused him of 
being an accomplice with Sejanus, because a 
marriage had been agreed on between a son of 
the favourite and a daughter of Lentulus. The 
credit and constancy of the accused made the 
mischief he was threatened with recoil on the 
accuser himself, who was banished Rome. 

rntdne,: of Lentulus had taken pains to ingratiate himself 
t:(Thitlius with his soldiers, by treating them indulgently, 
(,ettilictis• and seldom using severity. He was even accept-

able to the army of the lower Rhine, where his 
father-in-law, L. Apronius, commanded. Con-
fiding in these supports, it is believed, says Taci-
tus, that lie was bold enough to write to Tibe-
rius in this manner. " It is by no choice of 
mine, but by your advice, that I formed a design 
of joining aUinity with Sejanus. I am liable to 
mistakes, as Nvell as yourself, and it is not right 
hat you should forgive yourself an error, and 

punish other, for it. I know 1 owe you fidelity, 
:tnd I will maintain it, while no intrigues are 

formed, 
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formed against me. But I shall look on the A.R.7s5. 
nomination of a successor, as a denunciation of aft. C. 34' 

my death. Let me therefore come to an agree-
ment with you, and you shall remain master of 
all the rest of the empire, and I always retain 
my province." It is surprising that Tiberius 
should take the law thus from a subject. Yet 
the fact is probable, because Lentulus alone, of 
all that were allied to Sejanus, remained in safety 
and favour. Besides, Tiberius was timid, old, 
and universally hated ; and did not choose to 
hazard by a civil war his authority, which was 
rather apparent than real. 

This year were celebrated the second decennals second  de. 
of Tiberius, that is, festivals and public rejoic- e

T
e.ra!s of 

ings on account of the twentieth year of his reign. D:o.erms. 
Dio places in the same year the taking of an *False Dru-

impostor, who passed for Drusus, Germanicus's sus. The. v. 
son ; and, being seconded by the fraudulent tes- DU  
timony of some of the emperor's freed-men, ap-
peared first in the cyclades, and then on the 
continent ; and began to make a great noise 
among the Greeks, who were always lovers of 
novelty. But his progress was soon stopped. 
Poppet's Sabinus, governor of Macedonia and 
Achaia, followed the false Drusus so close, that 
he could not escape, but was arrested, and sent 
to Tiberius. 	

A.R.186. C. CESTIUS GALLUS. 	 aft. C. 35. 
M. SERVILIUS RUFUS. 	 TrlatLle, iiius  and revu• Under the consulship of Cestius and Ser% 	

lotions a. 
some mull(* t Ito 

I suspect that the piece at the end of the fifth book Of Part! Lwy 
Tacitus's Annals, about the false Drusus, is inivlaced ; nod a" 1̀  
ought to come long after, when Drusus was dead. And I 77,11,:.%. 
am inclined to think so, because it is not probable that, 31_3'7: ,s  

bile Drusus lived, an impostor should INFInne his name. 41 
bi(,), agreeably hereto, does not speak of this impoitor till v;'. 1 
after Drwus's death. 
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.A.ft-isg. some noble Parthians came to Dome, unknown 
aft. C. 35. to their king Artabanus. Things were then in 

a violent fermentation in that empire, whose ra-
pid revolutions will make a seasonable diversion 
to the melancholy scenes we have been so long 
contemplating at Rome. 

Artabanus, as long as he feared the Romans, 
affected a punctual observance of treaties, and 
great mildness towards his subject. These assum-
ed virtues lasted no longer than the dread that 
produced them. PulliA up with his success in 
the wars with his neighbours, and contemning 
the lazy indifference of Tiberius, which increas-
ced with his age, Artabanus appeared what he 
really was, and acted with insolence to the Ro-
mans, and cruelty to the Parthians. 

The throne of Armenia being vacant by the 
death of Artaxias, whom Germanicus had pla-
ced there, he made himself master of that king-
dom, and bestowed it on his eldest son Arsaces. 
This invasion was a rupture with the Romans; 
to which he added an insult. He sent to re-de-
mand the treasure that Vonones had left in Syria 
and Cilicia: and in menacing letters declared, that 
he intended to re-establish the ancient bounda-
ries of the Persian and Macedonian empires ; 
and that he looked on himself as the successor 
of Cyrus and Alexander, and should claim all 
the possessions of those illustrious conquerors. 

With such vast projects in his head, he should 
in the first place have secured the affections of 
those by whose means he was to execute them. 
But, on the contrary, by his cruelties he alienated 
the minds of his subjects : and while be was mak-
ing an ideal conquest of all Asia, many of his 
grandees, having at their head Sinnaces a.ipan of 
birth and wealth, and Abdus an eunuch, were 
plotting to dethrone him. They ;vantod a prince 

of 
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of the blood of the Arsaeidze to make their A.R.7s6. 
king, because Artabanus had exter.o.nated all aft. C.35. 
the royal family, or if he had left any alive, 
they were such as were extremely young. For 
this reason the conspirators were forced to have 
recourse to Tiberius fur Phraates, son of old 
Phraates, who had formerly been sent to Rome 
by his father. Their deputies represented, that 
they only wanted a name to authorize them ; and 
that if a prince of the blood would appear on 
the banks of the Euphrates, under the protec-
tion of the Roman emperor, their enterprize 
could not fail of succeeding. This was enter-
ing into Tiberius's system, whose policy was to 
transact foreign affairs by artifice, and avoid en-
gaging in a war. He very readily granted what 
they desired, and sent Phraates with an equi-
page and retinue worthy of his birth, and the 
dignity he designed him for. 

Meanwhile Artabanus had information of what Suet. Tib. 
was plotting against him. His anger against Ti-lxvi. 
berius for it vented itself in an abusive letter, in 
which he reproached him with his murders and 
parricides, his debauchery and cowardice ; and 
advised him to satisfy soon, by voluntary death, 
the violent and just hatred of the Romans. 

But this letter did little towards preventing the 
designs of the Parthian lords, which not a little 
embarrassed Artabanus ; who knew not what 
measures to take to suppress so potent a conspi-
racv. On one side, fear restrained him, on the 
other vengeance excited him to violent methods. 
And * among the barbarians, sal, s Tacitus, de-
lay is reckoned cowardice, but instantly to sati-
ate present passion, the part of royalty. How-
ever, Interest prevailed ; Artabanus resolved to 

dissem- 
* Et Barbaris elinetatio servilis; statim exsequi regium 

videtur. Tac. 
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A.R.i86. dissemble ; and having invited Abdus to an en.. 
aft. C.35. tertainment, gave him there a slow poison. 

As to Sinnaces, he kept him about his person 
by shews of friendship, favours, and employ-
ments. Anti Phraates, who had lived fifty years 
among the Romans, resuming the customs of 
the Parthians, proved unequal to the change. 
I-Es constitution failed hiin, he fell ill in Syria, 
and died there. But Tiberius forsook. not the 
enterprize ; and to Phraates, chum death had 
depri'.ed him of, he substituted Tiridatcs, 
c3 .is of the same blood, and probably, a FDui of 
one of the four princes whom old Phraates put 
in Augustus's hands. At the same time that he 
raised up a rival to Artabanus in the kingdom of 
Farthia, he endeavoured to revive the Roman 
pretensions to Armenia ; and to execute this de-
sign, he chose Mithridates, brother of Pharas-
mancs king of Iberia. And lastly, he gave the 
government of Syria to L. Vitellius, to whom he 
entrusted all the future operations in the east. 

His choice was good. Vitellius, who after-
wards dishonoured himself by the lowest adula-
tion, was a man of parts, and in his administra-
tion of provinces, equal to the virtuous men of 
antiquity. Tacitus * thinks himself obliged to 
observe this, because Vitellius was in great dis-
esteem among the Romans, who looked on him 
as the model of the basest and vilest flattery. 
Afraid of Caligula, powerful under Claudius, but 
always a slave, he lost at Rome the reputation he 
had acquired in the provinces. The first part of 

* Lo de homine haul sum ignarus sinistram in urbc fa-
mam, pleraque fada momorari. Ceterum regendis provin-
ciis prisca virtute cgit. Unde regrcssus, et formidine C. 
Ctrsaris, familiaritate Claudii, turpe in scrvitium mutatug, 
exemplar apud posteros adulatorii dedecoris habeful• ; ceq-
sorontque prima posteris, et bona juventa scnectns flagiti-• 
1191 obliteravit. 	Tar. 
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his life was swallowed up by the last, and the ex- A.11.186. 
cellencies of his younger years were obliterated aft. C. 35• 
by an old age, black with flagitious crimes. 

Mithridates, sure of the Roman protection, 
made haste to make use of it; and his brother 
Pharasmenes, acting in concert with him, em-
ployed both force and treason. For they cor. 
rupted by money some persons about Arsaces, 
who undertook to murder him ; and also broke 
into Armenia with an army of Iberians, and matte 
themselves masters of Artaxata its capital. 

On news of this, Artabanus made his son 0-
rodes take the field with a numerous army ; and, 
Pharasmanes, to be able to make head against 
him, strengthened himself with the assistance of 
the Albanians, his neighbours. Both parties 
also sent to hire troops among the Sarmatcans, 
who used to lend them to whoever would pay for 
them, and even often to contrary sides. But 
the Iberians, being masters of the passes, were 
easily joined by the troops they hired ; and they 
stopped those who had taken the pay of the Partin-
an king. They guarded all the defiles of the 
mountains that separate the Asiatic Sarmatia from 
the country between the Pontus Euxinus and the 
Caspian sea. One only way remained between 
the eastern extremity of Albania and the sea. Hut 
this pass wanted no defence, being very narrow, 
and overflowed in the summer when the north-
east winds set in ; though it is practicable in the 
winter, whcu the south wind rolls back the flood. 

Pharasmanes, therefore, strengthened by the 
Sarmateans, offered battle to Orodes, who re-
treated and declined it, in expectation of his 
auxiliaries. But at last, the impatience of the 
Parthians constrained their general to give bat- 

' tle. As the Iberian army was strong in infantry 
as well as cavalry, it had an advantage over the 

Parthiaii, 
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A.R.7S6.Parthian, which was composed wholly of caval • 
aft. C.35.ry. However, the Parthians ma:utained the 

fight by their usuat alternative of !light and 
charging; till Phatasmanes and Orodes met and 
enga8ed. Orodes was not oniy wounded, but 
imagined cleat"; and this report splead among 
the Parthians, entirely disconcerted them, and 
gave the victory to the Iberians. 

.Artabanus having assembled all his forces, 
marched in person against the conquerors, to re-
venge himself. But he only incrmed their glo-
ry by his defeat. 'Yet he would not Dave te-
treated, vexation augmenting his courage ; if Vi-
tellius, drawing together his legions, had not 
threatened Mesopotamia with an invasion The 
fear of a war with the Romans made ArtabanuS 
abandon Armenia, of which IVIithridates.  re- 

	

Dio. 	mined master; and from this time, the affairs 

	

Tac. 	of the Parthian king declined. The conspira- 
cy that had been so long forming, now broke 
out, being forwarded and fomented by Viteliius's 
emissaries, who exhorted the Parthians to aban-
don a king, cruel in peace, and unsuccessful in 
war. Sinnaces, having drawn his father Abda-
geses into the plot, gave the signal of the MI olt, 
-which soon became general. Artaba,rus's sub-
jects had never obeyed him through inclination, 
but only through fear ; and declared against him 
as soon as they had found leaders. Artabanus 
had no adherents left but some foreighers, the 
Fugitives or various countries, that served him as 
pyards, who were indiffcrent to the good or ill of 
the state, and had sold themselves to be the minis-
ters of his cruelties. These he takes with him, 
and retires among the Hyrcanians, his allies, 
where lie waits * for the repentance of the Par- 

thians, 
* Atque interim pose Parthos, absantimn Legnos, pro. 

=rmtibus mobiles, ad pcenitentiam inutari. Tac. 
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thians, who were always discontented with their A. R..786. 
actual. ina,,ter, and favourable to the princesaft- C. 35. 
that had been exPel'ud• 

Artaltantr, having by: his flight vacated the 
throne, Tiridates had s,arce any thing to do but 
to take possession alt. Vitellius, at the head of 
thy itoman legions, accompanied him ()ler a 
bridge of boats to the other side of the aphra-
tes„tnd introduced him into Mesopotamia. Pre- 
se.itty Ornospades, governor of that countrN, . 
.took.tt theta v.iih a numerous cavalry. He had 
old eannexiens with the :Romans, having, when 
banished from his native land, serf (Al wit it elm-
t41 In under Tiberius in the war against the .Dal-
rni tians. The homans etaa avoured to fix him 
among them, by bestow ing on him the pril iiege 
of a Roman citiien ; but hii love Fur his coun-
try restored him to Parthia, wheie, having found 
favour with Artabanus, he ga‘C him his .,ovcrn-
merit ; which, however, did not hinder him ft ,nt 
being file first to abandon him, and acknow-
ledge his rival Tiridates. A little Nrhile after, 
Sinnaces increased by additional forces the 
strength of his party. And Abdageses, the pil-
lar of it, brought him the royal treasury, and 
enabled Tiridates to appear with all the splen-
dour suitable to his rank. 

Vitellius, now thinking that he had done e-
nough in sheaving the Roman arms, assembled 
the principal Parthian lords with their king. 
And iecommended to the last, to remember that 
he was the grandson of Phraates, and the pupil 
of the Cesars ; and to act agreeably to sut h 
birth, and such an education. He exhorted the 
nob1,.s to be obedient to their king, to reTect 
the roma ns, anu to eqn,ollt their own honours 
by an inviolable oty,ei 	ilce of their engage-
uterus. Tie then led back the legion.: into Syria. 

Alt 
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All these facts that relate to the troubles in 
Parthia take up two years, and belong to the 
years' 785, and 786. The year of Rome 787 
saw the fall of Tiridates, whose good fortune 
commenced but the preceding. 

C.787. 	Q. PLA.UTIUS. 
.o.a. C. 36* 	SEX. PAPINIUS. 

At first, every thing succeeded with him. The 
cities opened their gates to him ; the people joy-
fully met him ; and, detesting the cruelty of Ar-
tabanus, who had been brought up among the 
Scythians, promised themselves a mild govern-
ment under a King, instructed in the arts and 
maxims of the Romans. The inhabitants of 
Seleucia, particularly, distinguished themselves 
by their zeal and flattery. Selueia was a pow-
erful city, founded on the banks of the Tigris 
by Seleucus, and had retained the Grecian man-
tiers, notwithstanding the vicinity of the bar-
barians. Its government was rebublican. Three 
hundred of the citizens, eminent for their wealt h 
or merit, composed its senate. The people had 
also their privileges, and share in the adminis-
tration. While they acted with unanimity* they 
despised the Parthians ; but when discord got 
among them, the weakest used to call in foreign 
aid, which, under pretence of assisting one par-
ty, oppressed all. This bad lately happened in 
the reign of Artabanus ; and that prince had in-
creased the authority of the senate ; agreeably 
to monarchical principles, which choose to trust 
power in the hands of the few, rather than of 
the many. When Tiridates appeared, the ge-
lencians lavished on him all sorts of honours, old 

and 
Quoties concordeF agnot, sprenitti,;1'Irtbus ; ubi cli 

•rn.wre, dinn sibi ci ni,a l in,  contra turnulos subsiditnn vocat. 
(Titus i u pr.rtt 	ath cr..u5 oninct,  valewit. The. 
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and new. On the contrary, they heaped on Ar-A.R.ISi. 
tabanus every outrage and reproach, saying, thataft. C.36. 
he did not belong to the house of the Arsacid 
but on the mother's 1'  side, and that in every thing 
else he merited nothing but contempt and ha- 
tred. Tiridates, pleased with these marks of good- 
will, restored to the people the government. 

The coronation of Tiridates came next in 
question. But while it was under deliberation, 
came letters from Phraatcs and Hicro, who pre- 
sided over two great and potent provinces, desir- 
ing a short respite, that they might be able to 
assist at the ceremony. It was accordingly de- 
termined to wait for them ; and during the in- 
terval, Tiridates proceeded to etesiphon, the seat 
of the Parthian empire. It afterwards appeared, 
that these grandees did not act honestly. There- 
fore as they delayed coming, the Parthians grew 
impatient, and the Surena, the second person in 
the kingdom, solemnly crowned Tiridates, in the 
presence and with the applause of a numerous 
assemb 

If immediately ,  afker this royal ceyemonv, which 
always awes the multitude, the new king had 
advanced, and shewn himself at the head of an 
army in the further provinces, it is credible that 
he would have obliged those to declare in his fa-
vour who wavered, and have established himself 
absolutely. But he amused himself in besieging 
a strong castle, whither Artabanus had convey-

ed 
I have elsewhere said, that drtabanus was of the blood 

of the Arsacithr, which seemed to insinuate a descent from 
male to male. I tidlowed in that place Tacihts, as I do 
here. Are we to believe that the Parthians acknowledged 
for Arsacithe even those who descended from Arsaces only 
by the Mother's side? or is there a fault in the text of To-
culls ? or has Tacitus made a mistake, and contradicted him-
self? I lea‘ c this to be settled by more learned men than 
myself; and am content with pointing ont the difficulty. 
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A. R.7s7.ed his women and part of his treasure ; which 
aft. C. 36' held out long, and gave time for a revolution. 

Phraates and Hiero were not the only gran-
dees who absented themselves from the corona-
tion. Many other Parthian lords had done the 
same. Fear of being suspected struck some ; and 
the most powerful were jealous of Abdageses, 
who governed the king and court. They there-
fore determined to recall Artabanus. Hiero of-
fered to go and find him out, and make him a 
tender of his services, and those of his friends. 
He found him in Hyrcania in a deplorable con-
dition, and reduced to live by hunting. 

Artabanus, when he saw Hiero and those with 
him, was at first alarmed, thinking they were 
pursuing him into his very desart, and thirsting 
after his liberty and life. But they encouraged 
him, by declaring that their intentions were quite 
opposite, and that they hoped to replace him on 
his throne. Artabanus, surprised at so sudden 
a change, asked them the reason of it ; and Hi-
ero answered, that they had got a child for a 
king ; that the empire was no longer governed 
by- one of the Arsacide, but that Tiridates, a 
pusillanimous prince, and debauched by foreign 
manners, only bore an empty title, while the fa-
mily of Abdageses enjoyed the real power. The 

old prince, experienced in the art of reigning, 
discerned, that however false they might be in 
their affections, their hate was unfeigned. He 
therefore assembled in haste sonic auxiliary Scy-
thidns, and then marched with dispatch to frus-
trate the measures of his enemies, and prevent 
the defection of his friends. Nor changed be 
his neglected noisome dress, hoping thereby to 
strike the eyes and draw the commiseration of 

the 
* Sensit vetus regnandi, falsos in amore odia non fin-

gem Tac, 
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the people ; nor did he omit wiles, entreaties, A.R.167. 
nor any means whatever, to fix the wavering, aft. C. 16- 
and confirm the well-affected. 

He was already near Seleucia, before Tiridates 
had determined whether he should meet him, or 
temporize. Those who were for a speedy en-
gagement, alledged, that they should have to do 
with enemies that were in disarray and diorder, 
fatigued with long journies, and not sincerely 
reconciled to a prince whom they had so re-
cently betrayed. On the contrary, Abdageses 
was of opinion it was best to retreat into Meso-
potamia, where putting the Tigris between them 
and Artabanus, they might wait for the assis-
tance of the Armenians, Elymeans, and abo% 
all, of the Romans. This advice prevailed, being 
supported by Abdageses's authority, and the timi-
dity of Tiridates. They accordingly retired ; 
and their retreat had all the appearance of o 
flight. The troops being discouraged began to 
disband ; and the Arabians having set the exam-
ple, the rest followed their steps and returned 
home; or deserted to Artabanus. So that Tiri-
dates with a few having crossed over to Syria, 
gave full liberty to leave him even to those 
whom shame had hitherto kept with him. And 
thus Artabanus remained peaceable possessor of 
the Parthian crown. 

The Cliteans, a people of Cappadocia, took comm. 
some steps against their king Archelaus, who, in t(1°,"sppt.  Mutation of the Romans, was for subjecting;;,, Ta4 
them to a tax upon their persons and goods. iv. 41. 
This Archelaus was probably the son of the Ar-
chelaus, king of Cappadocia, whose death we 
have elsewhere related; and his father's kingdom 
having been reduced to a Roman province, per- 

' haps to make him some amends he had had a 
part of it allot-:;cd him. Dio gives us reason topi,,, 

think, 
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A.R.187. think, that the Cliteans were assisted by Arta- 
aft. C. 36* balms. However, their king being unable to 

reduce them, Vitellitts sent a detachment of the 
Roman troops, which compelled them to return 
to their duty. 

Continua- 	This is all that foreign afTairs affords us during 
tion ofTi. the last years of Tiberius's reign. We must 
berius's 
cruelties. now return to Rome, where we shall be displeased 

vi.3S. with a repetition of the same disagreeable objects. 
Fore though fou r years had elapsed since the death 
of Scjanus, ) et neither time, nor prayers, nor 
satiety, winch soften the hardec,t hearts, had any 
effect on the inflexible barbarity of Tiberius ; 
and uncertain facts, or forgotten, excited his 
cruelty, as if they had been proved and recent. 

Fulcinius Trio, who was well acquainted with 
this disposition of Tiberius, finding himself ac-
cused, made no doubt of his destruction. He 
himself was a professed informer. We have seen 
him forward to accuse Libo, and afterwards in-
terfering unnecessarily in the impeachment of 
CD. Piso on account of Germanicus's death. He 
continued this odious trade; and by such services 
having made himself agreeable to Tiberius, at-
tained the consulship, of which he was in pos-
se:,sion when Sejan113 perished. We have observed 
that he was then suspected by the emperor, who, 
for that reason addressed his orders against Seja-

Din,L1riii. nus to the other consul Alemmius _Regulus ; and 
v. miDio, when he speaks of Fuleinius's death, says 

positively, that he had been a friend of Sejanus. 
This troublesome, shuffling man, hoping, per-

haps, 
" Non enim Tibcrium, quanquam triennio post (Went 

S6ani, quw ceteros inoliire solent, tempus, preces, satins, 
mitigalwIt, (win incerta vel abolita pro gravissintis et re-
centibus puniret. Tae. 
t This date is faulty. The consuls l'otins and Strains, under 

hom what. :niri,us It re ul ire; happened, did not inter in ollica till 
three complete years after Sjanuo', death. 
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haps, to dispel the suspicions of him by an af, 
fected zeal, obliquely censured in the senate his aft. C. 36- 
colleagueas too slothful and slow in punishing the 
guilty. Memraius was naturally mild and mo- 
debt. But finding himself touched in :a,  tendev 
ayart, he not only repulsed the charge of ful-
mats, but arraigned him as a confederate in the 
conspiracy. The senators, however, put a stop 
to a quarrel that might have ruined them both. 

The next year Haterius Agrippa endeavoured Tac• 
to revive it. He asked them, in lull senate, why, 
after they had mutually threatened to impeach 
each other, they were now silent ? " They are 
two criminals, added he, who, by a manifest. 
collusion, have agreed to spare one another. But 
the senators must not forget what they have 
beard." Regulus and Trio had had time to re-
flect on their danger, and were endeavouring to 
avoid it. The first answered, that he waited for 
the return of the prince to Rome, in order to 
prosecute the affair; and the other frankly owned 
himself in the wrong ; and said, that words ut-
tered in a heat by jealous colleagues, ought to have 
no stress laid on them, and were better forgot. 
Haterius returned to the charge. But Sanguiniu,; 
Maximus, a consular, besought. the senate, not 
to increase wantonly the trouble and anxiety of 
the emperor ; whose wisdom was abundantly 
sufficient to find out all disorders, and remedy 
them. This mild and moderate representation 
saved Regulus, and delayed the doom of Trio. 
It also increased by the contrast the detestzlt;01,  
of Haterius, who, emaciated by debauches, 
and protected by his voluptuous sloth again .t all 

clause,  

Haterius invisior (hit, quia somno ant libidinal.: v; 
marcidus, et ob segnitiem quatnvis crudelem Prinei- 

wqn non metuens, inlustribus viris pernicirm i 	.0:anef 
ittpra meditabutur. 
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A.R.-787. danger from the prince's cruelty, meditated, in 
aft. C. 36* the midst of cups and harlots, the Liesuuction 

of illustrious men. 
Tic. vi. 35. Three years after, new accusers, as I have 

said, fell on ifuleinius, who thereupon resolved 
to die. But he gratified his revenge, by insert-
ing in his will a bitter invective against Macro, 
against some of the principal freed-men of Tibe-
rius, and against Tiberius himself, whom he up-
braided with a spirit sunk through age, and his 
stay at Caprele, which he treat6d as an infamps 
exile, to which his crimes had condemned Mtn. 
Falcinius's heirs took care not to publish this 
testament. But Tiberius, having got scent of 
it, by an inconceivable misjudgment, would have 
it read in the senate ; as if he had studiously 
braved the public, and wanted to chew every 
body how little he was affected by the severest 
things that could be said against him. 

The death of Fulcinius is related by Tacitus 
in the consulship of Cestius and Servilius. It 
was followed by those of four other senators, 
who perished by their own hands, or those of 
the executioner. Tiberius was near Rome when 
he ordered these cruelties, so that he wrote to, 
and received answers from, the consuls the same 
day. It seemed as if* he were from thence be-
holding the hbuses floating in blood, or the busy 
hands of the executioners opening its sources. 

Peaceable 	In the end of this year Poppcus Sabinus died a 
death of peaceable death, who, from an ordinary origin, Puppeas sAbinas. had raised himself, by the favour of Augustus and 

Tiberius, to the con sulshi pand triumphal honou rs. 
For four-and-twenty years he filled the highest 
posts, and governed the greatest provinces; not 

_ on 

Quasi adspiciens undantem per dorios sangitiitem, aut 
rnanus carnifiewn. Tar. 
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* on account of his signal abilities, but because A.R.781- 
he was equal to business, and not above it. 	,aft. C. 36. 

May I lie permitted to insert here a fact that 
happened this year, which is related by Pliny, 
but of so little importance, that I fear it will 
seem, to many of my readers, unworthy of a place 
in so serious a work as this ; were it not that 
men of a philosophic turn can make use of every 
thing. 

A young raven, quitting his nest which was Funeral of 
on the temple of Castor and Pollux, fell into a rave"- 43. 
the shop of a shoemaker that was opposite 
thereto. The shoemaker took a fancy to it, 
through a principle of religious veneration for the 
place it came from. He took pains to instruct 
it ; and the docile bird so much improved under 
him, that it learned to fly every morning to the 
rostra ; where, turning himself to the forum, 
he used to salute Tiberius, Germanicus, and the 
itoman people; and then flew back again to his 
shop. This lasted several years; till a neighbour, 
envious of the bird that made its master so much. 
known, destroyed it. The populace were greatly 
enraged thereat ; and its murderer was drove 
from that quarter of the town, and then killed. 
The regret of the multitude even made them 
fOolishly honour tho bird whose loss afflicted them. 
They buried it in form ; it was placed on a fu- 
neral bed, covered with flowers and wreaths, 
preceded by a man who played on the flute (as 
was customary at funerals) and carried by two 
Ethiopians to a pile that was prepared two miles 
from Borne, on the Appian Way. Thus, + says 

Pliny, 
* Nullarn ob exiiniam artem, sed quod par negotiii, ne-

que supra est. 
fi Adeo satis justa eausa populo Iioniano visa est exsequia-

um ingenium aviq, aut supplicii de rive Romano, in ea urbe 
in qua multoruni Prileiputn nom) duxorat funui; 

Vor.. 	l i 	 I) 
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A.R.787. Pliny, was celebrated the funeral of a bird in fY., 
aft. C.36. city where the Gracchi had been denied inter-

ment; and the death of a raven was better a-
venged .than that of the conqueror of Carthage 
and Numantia. 

A person 	The following year, when Q. Plautius and 
accused Sex. Papinius were consuls, a tragical spectacle, poisons 
himself in and amidst so many horrors till then unknown, 
the seniste terrified the senate. Vibulenus Agrippina, a tsar: 

vi. 40. Boman knight, when his accusers had finished 
their pleading, swallowed, in the senate itself, 
some poison he had about him. He fell imme-
diately ; and yet he was not suffered totally to 
escape execution. He was hurried to prison ; 
and the rope tied about his neck, to take away 
forcibly a remaining spark of life, which wonld 
otherwise have been soon extinguished. 

Punish- 	I omit the voluntary deaths of many illustri- 
mem of Tigrarim  ous persons. But I cannot pass over in silence 
Jos. Ant. the punishhient of Tigranes, grandson of He- 

7. rod by Alexander, the eldest of the sons the un-
fortunate Mariamne had by that king of the 
Jews. He was by his mother, grandson of Ar-
chelaus king of Cappadocia, and had been him- 

/Vote ii, on
self king of Armenia, according to Tacitus 
and Josephus; which Mr de Tillemont inter-
prets of little Armenia, giscn fifty years before 
by Augustus to Archelaus. All this splendour 
did not preserve Tigrancs from condemnation 
and an ignominious death ; a treatment unwor-
thy of a king, but worthy of an apostate, who 
had renounerd the worship of the true God to 
adore idols, of whose vanity he was convinced. 

A great 	Tiberi us continuing  thus to make himself ha- fire in 
;tome. Ti- ted by all the great persons in Rome and the em- 
berius'N 	pirc, took care to keep well with the people ; beralit v. 
.I, (,  vi. 

a(1  vero ./Emiliani, post Carthaginem Numantiamqne del:v= 
ab eo, neino vinclicarerat murtem. Mu. 
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and when any public calamity happened, he re-A.11.1Ft. 
medic(' it with all the magnificence that could be aft. C• 36. 
desired. A fire having destroyed part of the 
circus, and the quarter of mount Aventine, 
Tiberius set apart a hundred millions of sesterces 
for indemnifying the owners of the houses burnt 
down. This liberality did him the more honour, 
as he was very modest in hi.; own buildings. He 
never even erected above two public buildings ; 
the one a temple to Augustus, and the other the 
scene of Ponipey's theatre. Nor (lid he ever de-
dicate them, either through indifference for all 
that he looked ou, as vain pomp and ostentation, 
or on account of his age. He was willing, how-
ever, that his liberality should be properly distri-
buted ; and to ascertain the loss of particulars, 
his four sons-in-law were commissioned; Cu. Do-
mitius, Vinicius, Cassius, and llubellius Blan-
dus ; to whom the consuls joined P. Petronius. 

Various honours were decreed Tiberius in gra-
titude for his generosity. But he died before he 
had explained himself as to which of them he 
should accept or decline. The last consuls he 
appointed were Acerronius and Pontius. 

CN. ACERRONIUS PROCULUS. 
C. PONTIUS NIGRINUS. 

Tiberius, perceiving himself decay, in such Tiberiti::'s 
a manner, as to be convinced that his end drew tit),,;(7tiicite, 
near, busied himself about the choice of a sue.- tainty a-4 
cessor. He had two grandsons, Caius 	 of a 
Germanicus's son, and Tiberius Cement's, son CO 
Drusus. This last was nearer to him in blood, 
being his grandson by birth, whereas, the o_ 
ther was only so by adoption. But the extreme  
youth' of Gemellus, who was not then above 
ventech, and even the suspicions of illegitimacy I.  hyl 
that his mother's ill conduct occasioned, einbar.. 
rassed his grandfather. 

'2 	 Caiu 

A. R.`? S S. 
aft. C. 3-1.    
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Caius was in his twentieth year, and a favourite 
aft. C. 37. with the people, as being the last hopes of the 

house of Germanicus. But this popularity was • 
Tac. vi.20.the very reason why Tiberius hated him. The 
Y,«<ta. cwg. 

	

. 
	young prince knew it, and, during several years 

that he had been with the emperor at Caprcze, 
bad tried every method to get the better of his 
hatred. He concealed his natural fierceness un-
der an assumed modesty. The condemnation of 
his mother, the exile and imprisonment of his 
brothers, did not draw a complaint from him. 
He bore with incredible patience what he him-
self suffered. He studied the taste, the humours, 
the words too, and tone of voice, of Tiberius ; 
conforming himself in all things, and changing 
his countenance and conduct, like a Proteus, up-
on every occasion ; which, with his subsequent 
conduct, made the orator Passienus say of him; 
" * That there never was a better servant, nor a 
worse master." He also strove to fix in his in- 

Tue. 4&  terest all who had access to his grandfather. But 
snpita.  he entered into a particular intimacy with Macro, 

	

m.. 	Sejanus's successor in the command of the pre- 
torian bands, who on his side, perceiving Tibe-
rius decline, was looking out for a protector. 
They were neither of them scrupulous about the 
112CaliS of obtaining what. they desired. There-
fore Claudia, daughter of M. Silanus, Caius's 
first wife, being dead, Macro engaged his own. 
wile Ennia, to endeavour to make the young 
prince in love with her, and to get from him a 
promise of marriage; and Caligula, easily came 
into it, being ready to do any thing that would 
contribute to his being emperor. For young as 
he ek as, and of a f violent tempestuous temper, 

yet. 
:segue rneliorem unquam servurn, neque deteriorem 

flothinum fuisse. 
Etsi connnotus ingenio, simulationem tames false iiz 
aviperdidicerat. Tac. 
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yet he had in his grandfather's school well ac-A.R.788. 
quired the arts of dissimulation. 	 aft. C.37. 

The emperor was informed of this under- 
standing between his grandson and Macro, and 
easily penetrated the mystery. This was to him 
an additional reason for not determining in fa- 
vour of Calm. He then thought of Claudius, 
his nephew, who was of a proper age, and seem- 
ed well disposed; but he was stopped by the de- 
fect of the faculties and eternal childhood of that 
prince. In case lie sought a successor out of his 
family, be dreaded lest the memory of Augustus, 
and the name of the Cesars, should come to be 
forgot; nay, perhaps, to be scorned and insulted. 
For while he despised the affection of his cotern- 
porarics, he was very desirous of the applause of 
posterity. Finding therefore inconvemencies on 
all sides, and not being able, in his bad state of 
health, to bear the fatigue of so difficult a deli- 
beration, lie permitted to fortune a decision to 
which he was unequal. 

He slimed, however, that be was not ignorant Remarke- 
of what would happen, by some remarkableobfleat 
words, which Tacitus, infatuated with astrology, about,Cai- 
seems willing to have considered as wonderful"s• 
predictions ; but which, indeed, do not surpass 
the effect of Tiberius's natural penetration. Thus 
he one day fairly reproached Macro, for forsak- 
ing the setting sun to court the rising. And in 
a conversation about Svlla, young Cams having 
ridiculed that celebrated man, " You, says Ti- 
befitis to him, will have all Sylla's vices, and not 
one of his virtues." And lastly, having his two 
grandsons bef'ore him, he embraced Gemellus, 
with tears in his eyes, and said to Caius, who 
was looking at him with displeasure in his coun- 

,, tenance, " You will slay him, and another shall 
slay you." 

This 
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This last expression, which is the most extra-
aft. C.37.ordinary, does not, however, oblige us to recur • 

to the pretended art of divination. Tiberius 
catig. knew Camas's temper. He had been a witness of 

the greediness with which he feasted his eyei 
with the executions of the condemned. He was 
so much aware of his natural fierceness, that he 
Was not displeased to see him give into debau-
(*.cry, and a passion for * music and dancing, arts 
still considered by the .Romans as only befitting 
the theatre. 'Tiberius hoped that one vice would 
expel another, and that a taste for pleasure 
would soften the cruel bloody temper of his 
grandson. Yet this desperate remedy had no ef-
fect ; and Tiberius, alarmed at the future mis-
chiefs of Caius, used to call him a public pest, 
that lived to plague him, and mankind. " I 
bring up, gays he, a serpent that will be falai to 
the Romans, a PhaO.on that will fire the uni-
VM3C." All this being known, it was not ditli-
cult for this sagacious old man to foresee, that 
Caius would not let his cousin long enjoy the 
dangerous honour of being so nearly related ; 
and that afterwards he would by his brutality 
arm some conspirator against his own life. 

Tiberius 	Tiberius was now reduced almost to the sole 
endeavours business of concealing the declining state of his to mice:4 
the deelen- health, which every day grew worse; and, to de- 
4ii
h

o
Li

• 	ceive therein, if possible, himself and others, 
Tac. i. 46. he continued his usual debaucheries. He had a 

very strong constitution, had never had any sick-
ness, and had always ridiculed physicians, and 
all men who after the age of thirty wanted the. 
information of another about their health. 

Divers se- 
cnsif iuns. 	This weakness of the emperor did not put a 
l'°:untarY stop to the usual course of impeachments for pre- 

tth of 
A,:„It!„5, tended high-treason at Rome. Acutia, 

of 
Scenicas saltandi canendique antes. Suet. 
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or P. Vitcllius, was condemned under this pre-A.R.'7 88. 
tence ; and Albucilla, a woman of a loose cha- aft.C.3.7, 

 

racter, having been accused of impiety towards 
the emperor, three illustrious persons were in-
volved in her affair, Cu. Dominus, Agrippina's 
husband, Vibius Marsus, and L. Arruntius. Do-
mitius was also accused of incest with his sister, 
Domitia Lepida ; and, as Suetonius draws his 
character, was indeed capable of any crime. 
But the minutes transmitted from Capreze to the 
senate, imported, that Macro had presided at the 
examination of the witnesses, and torture of tin. 
slaves ; they were also unateompanied by anN 
letter from the emperor ; and as Macro was a 
declared enemy of Arruntius, it was suspected 
that he was the inverter and contriver of the 
whole business, of which, possibly, Tiberius 
might know nothing. At least, people were 
willing to please themselves with this imagina- 
tion, which, however, was not very likely. 

Domitius and Marsus got time ; and pretend- 
ing, the first to prepare a defence; and the 
other, to starve himself to death ; preserved 
themselves till Tiberius's death. Diu says, that 
they owed their safety to the astrologer Thrasvl- 
Ins, who, being gained by them, assured Tibe- 
rius that he should live ten years longer ; and 
by thus giving him time, prevented his imme- 
diately satisfying his vengeance. 

Arruntim's friends advised him to imitate his 
co-accused. But he answered resolutely, " * The 

same 
* Non endein omnibus deeora. Sibi satis irtatis ; .nequo 

prenitendtiin, gram quad inter ludibria et pericula an-
xiain senectam toteraN inset, din Sejano, nune Macroni, sern-
per alicni potentimn invisns, non culpa, std ut flagitiorum 
impatiens. Sane paucos et supremos Prineipis dies posse 
vitari : quemadmodum evasurum innuinentis juventam ? an 
(plum Tiberius, pbst tantain rerum experientiam, vi domi-
nationis convulses et mutates lit ; C. Caxsarem. vix finita pug 
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A.R.788.same conduct does not suit all. I have lived long 
aft. 37.enough ; and only repent of having submitted to 

bear thus far an old age loaded with anxieties, and 
exposed to daily dangers and insults ; long hated 
by Sejanus, now by Macro, always by some fa-
vourite, by no fault of mine, but only because I 
cannot bear indignities and iniquities. I may, in 
truth, outlive the few remaining days of Tibe-
rius, but how shall I escape the youth of his suc-
cessor ? If Tiberius, after such experience of af-
fairs, and at. such an age, has been changed by 
i he seduction of unbridled dominion ; is it to 
be hoped that C. Caesar, who is scarce out of his 
child hood,.and ignorant of every thing, or prin-
cipli,c1 in the worst, will take a better cntirse un-
der the guidance of Macro ; the same who Nva; 
pitched on to des- troy Sejanus, as the more wick-
ed f‘f the two, and who has since by more ink- • 
chiefs and cruelties afflicted the commonwealth ? 

J foresee a harder bondage than ever ; and 
am therefore determined to withdraw at once 
from the past which I detest, and the future 
which I dread." Uttering these words, which 
lyem e in a manner oraculous, and but too well ve-
rified by the event, Arruntius opened his veins. 
He was a man of wit and parts ; and was, doubt-
less, ranked among the first orators, since Cn. 
Piso (as we have seen) desired him for his advo-
cate. It is not. clear, whether it is he or his fa- 

s.n Tr. t her who wrote the history of the first panic 
xiv. 	war, in an affected imitation of Sallnst's style. 

Albucilla, whose irregularities were notorious, 
aimed at her own life, but the blow being im- 

potent, 
eritia, ignaram omniuto, nut pessimis innatritam, meliora 
eapesciturum, Macrone duce? qui ut deterior ad opprimen-
dam Sejanum electus, per plant seekra rempublicam con-
Ilietavis5et. Prospec+are jam 80 acrius servitium, coque 
engere simul acta et instantia. Tar. 
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potent, she was carried to prison, and there, prn-A.R.188. 
bably, executed. 	The ministers of her lustaft.C.37. 
were either degraded from being senators, or ex- 
iled into islands. Among these, nobody was sor- 
ry for Lelius Balbus, the accuser of Acutia, whom 
we have just spoken of, and who accused by his 
pestilent eloquence to frighten the innocent. 

A tragical and scandalous adventure is the last Ad
tragiel 

event that Tacitus relates before Tiberius's death.IL'ath.en. 
A son, solicited by his own mother, found TIOturc. 
other means either to avoid her abominable im-
portunities, or to expiate the shame and horror 
of having consented, than to throw himself out 
of a window. The mother was brought before 
the senate ; and, spite of her protestations, out- 
cries, and tears, banished Borne for ten years, till 
a younger son that she had was past the age of 
seduction. It was a consular family that was 
stained with this infamy. The young men we 
arc speaking of were named Papinii ; and by 
such an example, we may judge to what excess 
the corruption of manners had got at Rome. 

Tiberius's * body now failed him, and his spi-pbc:rius's 
Pits ; but his dissimulation failed him not. He 2-„.$0:50. 
exerted the same vigour of mind, the same energy;sr; 776-
in his looks and discourse, and even sometimesm, . L1,1 
studied to be gay, to hide his manifest declension. 
He forced himself to assist at the sports of the 
8oldiers of his guard, and himself threw a dart at 
a boar that was let loose. This effort gave him 
a pain in the side ; he afterwards grew cold, and 
his weakness increased. The restlessness natural 
to illness made him often change place ; and, at 
last, he settled near the promontory of Misenum, 

at 
* Jam, Tiberium corpus, jam vires, nondum dissimulatio 

tleserebat Mem animi rigor; sermone ac vultu intentus, 
gmesita interdten conmitate, cimunvis manifest= defer. 
tionem tegebat. 
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A.R.Imat a country-house that had formerly belonged 
aft. C.31. to Lucullus. • • 	 . 

There his condition was discovered by the ad-
dress of a skilful physician, named Charicles, 
whom Tiberius saw often ; not that he conducted 
himself by his prescriptions, but he used to hear 
what he had to say, and then act as he himself 
thought proper. This man, rising from table, 
and taking leave of Tiberius, under pretence of 
being called away by business,,,took his hand to 
kiss it, and felt his pulse. Tiberius was aware of 
the artifice ; and the more he was offended at it, 
the more, according to custom, be concealed his 
appearing so. He detained Claaricles, ordered 
the table to be re-covered, as it were to honour 
the departure of his friend ; and after the enter-
tainment was over, received, standing in the mid-
dle of the hall, the compliments of all the guests, 
who passed by and saluted him as they retired. 
But for all this, Chatieles acquainted Macro, 
that nature was exhausted, and that he could 
not outlive two days. 

He was, however, so much himself yet, that 
having read in the acts of the senate, that some 
persons had been dismissed without a hearing, " 
against whom he had wrote, though very slightly, 
only saying, that they had been named by a wit-
ness ; he fell into a violent passion, thinking 
himself slighted, and threatened to have an ex-
emplary satisfaction for the allront. In order 
thereto, he resolved to return to Capreze, which 
he looked on as his citadel, and a place front 
whence he thought he might undertake any thing 
with security. But bad weather and his illness 
detained hint at Misenum : and whilst he was 
meditating terrible projects, he was become him-
self a mere shadow of power. For all were pay-
ing their court to his successor ; and Macro was 

preparing 
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preparing all things for Caius's advantage ; the A.R.-iss. 
officers and troops on the spot were made sure aft. C. 37. 
of, and couriers sent to the armies and their 
commanders. 

On the sixteenth of March, Tiberius lost his 
senses, and was thought to be dead. Caius was 
already going out with a numerous attendance, 
and in the midst of acclamations, to take posses-
sion of the empire, by getting himself acknow-
ledged by the pretorian cohorts ; when on a sud-
den, notice came that Tiberius had recovered his 
sight and %voice, and called for something to eat. 
This news alarmed and terrified * every one. The 
whole concourse about Caius dispersed, every 
one re-assuming a false sorrow, and feigning ig-
norance of what had just happened. The young 
prince, immoveable and.speechless, instead of the 
sovereignty he had had a glimpse of, expected 
instant death. Macro, undismayed and harden-
ed, ordered the apartment to be cleared, and the 
feeble old man to be smothered with a weight of 
cloaths ; and finished what he had begun. 

Thus expired Tiberius, in the seventy-eighth 
year of his age, and the twenty-third of his reign ; 
having found in his subjects the perfidy and cru-
elty of which he set. them an example. The cir- Suet. Cale 
cumstances of his death have been differently re-
lated, and some have reported that Caius, after 
having given him a slow poison, strangled him 
with his own hands. Tacitus's account is more 
probable : not but that Canis was barbarous enough 
to project a parricide,but he was not bold enough 
to execute i 	He boasted, indeed, according to 
some writers cited by Suctonius, to have designed 

it. 
* Pavor hinc in amnes ; et ccteri passim dispergi ; se quis-

que mcestum aut nescium fingere. Casar in silentium 
summa spe novissirna exspectabat. Macro intrepidug, oppri-
mi senem injectu multte vcsti sj ubet, discediqueablimine Tac. 
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A.R.7S8. it. He related, how, eager to revenge his mo- 
aft. C.31. they and brothers, he entered armed with a poi;;-

'lard the chamber of Tiberius. who was ableep, 
and how, touched by compassion, he threw away 
his weapon, and retired. And he added, what is 
altogether improbable, that Tiberius saw him, 
and never durst examine into the affair. But 
the whole seems to me a rodomontade, worthy 
of. Caligula. 

The peo- 
ple inveigh As soon as Tiberius's death was known at 
against nisnome, the public hatred and detestation, Which 
menwry. 

Tib. bad been so long constrained, broke out with vi- 
25. 

	

	olence. The populace . ran about the streets, 
crying that Tiberius ought to be thrown into the 
Tiber. And some entreated the earth, the com-
mon mother of mankind, and the Manes, to 
assign him a place at the bottom of Tartarus 
among the wicked. Others were for having hi% 
corpse treated like that of a malefactor, and 
dragged by a hook to the Gemoni2e. 

A particular circumstance augmented the de-
testation of him. As the execution of capital 
judgments was deferred to the tenth day, by the 
decree of the senate we have elsewhere mentioned, 
it happened that the fatal day of some that were 
condemned was that in which the news of Tibe-
rius's death came. These poor people also 
knew of it, and implored the compassion of gods 
and men. But as Caius was absent, no body 
dust procrastinate what had been ordered ; so 
the executioners strangled them, and dragged 
their bodies to the Gemonioe : a spectacle * that 
excited much sorrow ; and a fresh motive of 
hatred to a tyrant whose cruelty was felt even 
after his death. Enoch, int  der,„„'; „f  Tiberius did not arrive at once to the •  height 

Tiberiues 	 of 
wicked. 	* Crevit invidia ; quasi etiam postmortem tyranni SttVitia 

T71% vi. 51. permanente. Suet. 
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or wickedness which at this day renders his me- A.11.788. 
ivory odious. Tacitus * makes a sort of gra- aft. C. 87. 
nation in his conduct, and distinguishes its dif- 
forent stages. Tiberius, says he, was well es- 
teemed whilst a private man, and whilst in em- 
plo)mcnts under Augustus ; lie was covert and 
subdolous in feigning \ little, so long as Ger- 
manicus and Drusus lived ; a mixed character 
of good and evil during the days of his mother ; 
detestably cruel, but secret in his lewdness, 
while he loved or feared Sejanus ; but at last 
he abandoned himself to the rage of tyranny 
and lust, when, delivered from all the checks of 
Fear and shame, he followed the bent of his abo- 
minable inclinations 

Tiberius was a malicious, ill-disposed, man, Proor8  bt 
be never loved any body but himself. He was thebadness 
often heard to express his envy of the conditioesTif.shrtj'ab.rt• 
of Priam, who survived all his family. And he 62. 
had frequently in his mouth a Greek verse 
whose sense answers to the expression now in 
use, to spew an indifference to the human spe- 
cies, After me the deluge. 

He was so basely envious, that the glory of p;°, 1. kil. 
others al.va),s hurt him. Yet I do not. know 
whether we are to believe, on the authority of 
Dio, that he was even jealous of artists ; whom 
a prince should protect, and above whom he 
is too much elevated to fear any competition. 

The  
* Murata tempura ilti diversa: egregimn vita famaque, 

quoad privatus, vel in imperiis sub Augusto fait : °militant 
tte subdolum fingendis virtutibus, donee. Germanieus ac 
Drusus supertlie,re ; idem inter bona malaque 

niatre; intestabilis 	sea obtectis 
dam Sejanum dilexit tiamitve; postrono in zieeleta airuul 
:le ilMeeora prorupit, postquant remoto pudure et meth, 
-110 tantorn ingenio utebattw. Tac. 

.1- E,:11 yxrori 	wax fu,6A4ra, 
hen I am dead let the earth 	mith fie. 
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A.R.788.The inventions too, which, according to this wri- 
aft C. 37.ter, excited Tiberius's jealousy, are. rather mar-

vellous than credible. He says, that an archi-
tect set upright by men and engines a vast por-
tico that leaned on one side : and that the same 
artist, having broke a glass vessel by throwing it 
down before the emperor, restored it by han-
dling, and presented it to him, as sound as before 
the fall. He adds, that, instead of being reward-
ed, he was after his first operation banished 
Rome ; and after the second put to death. This 
has greatly the air of a fable, or at least is strange-
ly enlarged. Pliny relates, but does not vouch 
it, that in Tiberius's reign the art of making xxxvi. 26. maleable glass was found out; and that this se-
cret was stifled, for fear gold and silver should 
lose their value. However it was, we have no 
need of such dubious fact to prove what we have 
said of Tiberius's bent to envy. Germanicus, 
and the many illustrious persons who were 
its ictims, make the evidence but too clear. 

mo. 	Morose in his proceedings, Tiberius abolished rosencm. 
some customs that Augustus had introduced, or 
continued ; because they were popular : and a-
mong others that of the emperor and his subjects 
mutually giving and receiving new-year's gifts. 
This he did not at the beginning of his reign : 
for lie conformed at first to his predecessor's ex-
ample. But he soon grew weary of the trouble 
and expense of this ceremony, and suppressed 
it by edict. 

Ilis 	To these many bad qualities, which made him gion. 
So,ct 	the scourge of mankind, he joined an indifference 
(4)• 	for religion. Prejudiced in favour of the visions 

of judicial astrology, he gave into the system of 
inevitable fatality. Notwithstanding he was ter-
ribly afraid of thundcr ; and failed not in a'storni 
to put a 1;11 rel wreath on his head, oil account 

of 
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of the vulgar notion that the laurel is never A. 8.788. 
thunder-struck. 	 aft. C. 37. 

I have already said that he was learned. He His learn-
was master of the Roman and Greek languages : • His ob- 
5.ind wrote well in both, either in verse or prose. SCUIV. ped- 

• i7 
 p ecyIe At the time of Suctonius there were extant very ai,  

succinct memoirs of his life wrote by himself, 01.  taion 
whose candour we nifty judge by this passage.`;';',V,I•il, 
quoted by that author. Tiberias therein said, 7o, 71, 61. 
that he punished Sejanus, for his outrageous at- 
tacks on the children of his brother Germanicus. 

He took Messala Corvinus for his model of 
eloquence : but he fell very short of the perspi- 
cuity, elegance, and easy turn of that illustrious 
orator. For Tiberius's style was aticcted, obscure, 
and pedantic ; so that what he spoke off-hand 
was generally better than his laboured produc- 
tions. The poets he was fondest of were Eu- 
phoric), 1Thianus, and Parthenius, whom the 
flattery of his contemporaries, who to please Ti- 
berius had extolled and commented them, could 
not save from the oblivion they deserved. I have 
elsewhere taken notice of his puerilities with re- 
spect to grammar and mythology. 

Though he perfectly understood Greek, and sai- it, could speak it, he only used it in familiar con- Z' 
versations ; and preserved, on all public occasions, 
the rights and pre-eminence of the language of 
the empire. He even carried this attention to a 
seri! pulousness ' that degenerated jot 0 trifling. 
being obliged to make use of the word monopo11/4  
which is Greek, he excused himself for using a 
fore 	word on account of the necc;sity : and 
:Inca her Creek word*, which siAniiies 	°net- 
ment in relief on a vessel or stuff, having been 
put into a decree of the senate, Tiberius, Inot 
nice  than Cicero, who has often employ( d it, 
ordered it to be struck out, and a cireundoent•ion 
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A.R.Iss. to be used, if no proper word could be thought 
aft- C. 37. of in its room. 
.Div. 	A word that was not Latin once escaped him 

in an ordinance of his own drawing up. He re-
collected it in the night, and treated it as a se-
rious affair, for he sent for some learned people 
to consult with about it. Ateius Capito, whose 
flattery we have. before noticed, acted his proper 
part on this occasion, and told the emperor, 

.that though the word in debate bad never been 
used before, yet his authority would make it be 
admitted. Another person was more ingenuous : 
" Cesar, says he, you can naturalize Men, but 
not words." Such trifles surely were below the 
attention of a Roman emperor ; and discover in 
Tiberius a littleness of mind, which generally 

• accompanies a base soul. 
llisperson. To complete his picture, I have only to de- 
s/tee' TM.  scribe his person. He was taller than usual, c13. 

large about the breast and shoulders, well pro—
portioned in other respects, and of a vigorous 
constitution. He had so much strength in his 
joints, that with his finger he could bore a 
sound apple, and wound the forehead of a child 
with a fillip. He had great eyes that projected, 
so that a strong light dazzled him, and he dis-
tinguished objects best in .  the gloom. His 
countenance and behaviour promised rudeness, 
fierceness, and arrogance ; and we perceive' by 
his actions foretold the truth. 

TUE END Or VOLUME SECOND. 
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