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FIVE HUNDRED QUESTIONS

ON TIIE‘.

SOCIAL CONDITION
THE NATIVES OF BENGAL!

BY
THE REV. J. LONG,
OF CALCUTTA.
(Read before the Royal Asiatic Socicty, 19th June, 1865)

Drsiprrata and Inquiries connected with the Presidency
of Madras and Bombay were issued by the Secerctary of the
Royal Asiatic Socicty in 1827, on points relating to the
language, literature, ancient history of familics, antiquities,
coins, people, architecture, landed tenures, arts and manufac-
tures, of India.

The British Admiralty has published a Manual of Scientific
Enquiry, so have the Statistical and other Societies.

Haxthausen, in his work on the Caucasus, remarks: “My
travels and observations during more than twenty years,
have convinced me that an acquaintance with the manners
of a people, their moral and material interests, domestic rela-
tions, corporate associations, and specially the commercial
relations of the lower classes, is indispensable to a real know-
ledge of the history and constitution of peoples and states.”

The present time seems favourable in India to prosccute
enquiries on this subject ; with the rapid spread of education
literary tastes are springing up among natives.

The following five hundred questions and desiderata—sug-
gestive of a wide range of subjects, on “the proper study
of mankind is man”—shew that a wide field is opened out
for enquiry into the social life of the natives of India and
their folk-lore, a specics of knowledge not to be found exclu-
sively in dooks, but mainly in the memories and traditions
oihhe people.  These questions were framed by the Rev. J.
Long, in Calcufta, for an Association of educated native

| '1 ‘The majority of these questions are appheable to natives in other parts of
ndia,
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gentlemen of which ho was'the President ; they were designed
to map out the ficld of action on subjects relating to native
social life in India.

Now is the time to “note the passing manners as they
fly.” Ilindu society in various parts of India is in a tran-
sition state, and it is desirable to treasure up in writing the
records of the past and the passing; an cducated class of
natives is rapidly rising, qualified not only to investigate but
also to write in English the results of their investigations ;
literary societics, and periodical literature, are inercasing
among them. Natives alone can penetrate into native
socicty. Kuropcans must romain on the surface; but the
two classes can work in harmony. The natives are able and
willing to supply the data and facts,—while the European can
classify and arrange them on the plan laid down by Statistical
and Sociological Socicties, and publish them hercafter for the
information of persons both in Jurope and the Fast.

There is a wide field opened out, as the five hundred ques-
tions and desidcrata in this paper shew, and the co-operation
of the following classes of Europeans in India is carnestly
solicited :—

1. Collectors, Magistrates, and Commissioners in Districts,
who, associating much among the people, might through
their native employds sccure a large amount of valuable in-
formation on various poiuts, and would find the inquiry
profitable to themselves in promoting good feeling between
them and the natives, decpening their interest m the country
and occasionally relieving the tedium of a solitary hour.

2. Buropean Settlers would find theso questions of use in
gaining a better acquaintanco with the social condition of the
natives with whom they are thrown so much in contact; it
would shew them that natives can talk and think of other
subjects besides rupees, while on the other hand the natives
would sce that the Sahibs are not mere indigo, tea and coffee
producing machines, but take an interest in the welfare Md
condition of their 'dopendents,—thus the asperities arising
from autagonism of race would be softened.

3. Principals and Teachers n Schools and Colleges, would
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find many of these questions suitable as subjects for essays to
be given to native students, testing and calling out not only
their powers of composition, but also their faculties of obscr-
vation and knowledge of common things,—checking the
tendeney of education to make mere book-worms, separated
from and having few sympathics with the masses.

4. Missionaries in their itinerancies and in mixing with the
natives have excellent opportunities of filling up theso gaps
in our ignorance of social life, and by conversation on social
questions of smoothing down any rancour that may ariso
from theological discussion.

5. Students of the Vernueulur, and Travellers, would find
an ample supply of materials for conversation with natives
and teachers, which would in an agreeable manner facilitate
tho study of the vernacular.

I.
ABORIGINES.

The Dhangars and other hill tribes who do such important
though dirty work in the drainage of Calcutta, arc deserving
notice as to their habitations, religion, customs, Iahguage.
Sir J. Maleom’s Tssay on the Bhils—Ifodgson’s valuablo
papers on the Aboriginal tribes, ete., suggest various subjects
of enquiry.  Dr. Pritchard, Ifodgson, cte., ete., devoted
much labour to it ; and Siv G. Grey, when Governor of Now
Zcaland, learned the language of the Aborigines, and has
since published a most interesting work on “the Poctry of
the New Zealanders.” Ie lived among them for a time,
and has recorded all their legends, traditions, ete. The
Maoris living in tho wltime Thule of civilization speak a
language in which there ave many words derived from
Sunskrit. The Santals, met with one hundred miles from
Calcutta, use a language having strong aflinitics with that
of the Tartars of Central Asia, who arc Russian subjects.
Thy, Mindu poctical legends deseribe those aborigines as
monkeys ; Megasthones writes of them as one-oyed, without
noses, wrapped up in their ears (fustikarnas).

1. The mode of living, habits, mrals, and food of the Dkangurs,
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and other aborigines in foreign places, contrasted with their native
place?

2. Ditto of the hill men who go as coolies to the Mauritius, Ceylon,
and the West Indics.

3. The social position and rclation of the coolics to Zemindars on
their return, how far do they acquire habits of thought and inde-
pendence, a knowledge of improved means of cultivation, a taste
for a higher order of amuscments, and a greater pride of personal
appearance ?

4. Do the wives and families of the Aboriginal emigrants accom-
pany them in their emigrations? What connexion do they keep
up with their native villages?

5. The ceremonies observed by the Aborigines, ete., at births,
marriages, funcrals?  What mode have they of settling their dis-
putes?  How far do they beliove in witcheraft, omens?

6. Any traces of the Aborigines ever having lived in the plains
of India?

1I.

AGRICULTCRAL CTLASSES,

Tow desirable it would be in Tndia to see the native land-
lord, like the English country gentleman, attending agricul-
tural shows—joining with his tenants in the sports of the
field—administering justice on the hench—sympathising with
the peasants in their difficultics—deriving, from an agricul-
tural education, that scientific knowledge of rural husbandry
which would interest him in the country, and thus enable
him to be independent of the false information of the agent
(gomasta).

1. Iow far is the charge true that the ryof is luzy—if 5o, is it
owing to his not having a proper incentive to industry, or to his
natural disposition ?

2. In what cases have ryofs risen to be peasant proprietors®—
what cffcet would a class of peasant proprietors have on cultivation
as compared with large capitalists?  Would the results bo similar to
those in Krance, where peasant proprictorship fosters cconomy, a
respect for property, forethought and industry ?

3. How far are zemindars, absentecs —the causes, remedies ?

4. To what extent is a taste for gardening spreading alnong
zemindars, and educated natives—how could it be more extensively
promoted as a morning amuscment for natives in offices? instances
of any natives who have devoted much time and mouey to gardening.
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5. How far could public gardens' Be established in native towns?

6. In what respect would the introduction of the study of agre-
cultural chemistry und of the elements of Botany in a popular form
in Anglo-Vernacular schools tend to lessen thuat gulph which now
exists between the educated elasses and the rural population ?

7. The practicability of cventng classes for eaching tho ryots to
read.*

8. IMow far are the ryots becoming morc aware of *‘the great
world beyond their market town #”

9. Poverly among tho ryots, how pre-disposing to disoase ? to
cheating ?

10. Would an encumbered estute commassion, which has worked
so well in Ircland, be suited for India?

11. Is there a strong desive among ryots for the possession of
land, so as to lead to habits of prudenee and cconomy ?

12. Arc there many remains of old Jughires in Bengal ?

13. Is the minute sub-dewsion of land according to lindu law
carried out much? what are its cffects ?

14. The proportion of lundholders to the rest of the population ?

15. To what extent do the ryots purchase things not produced in
their own district ?

16. Any cases of poor ryofs who have risen to be zemindars or to
a good social position?

17. Many sub-tenures amounting to ten ?

18, Do muny of the rural population emigrate to towns? the
effects on their morals and on wages ?

19 To what extent are the zemindars “rotting in idleness ?”’
its causes and remedies ?

20. Are the ryots as attached to their natece villuges as formerly ?

21, llus the na:b (agent) as much influcnce as forwerly over tho
zemindar ?

22, Arc zemundars as litigious as formerly ?

23. Are tho peasantry, though wnlettered, not ignorant? Give
examples, illustrations.

24 Signs of agricudtural unprovement within the last twonty
years as contrasted with manufacturing improvement ?

! In the North West Provinces of Tndia m 1852, 10,000 Rupees were kpent by
Government in the establishment of publie gardens,  The author of Serr
Alutakherim vemarked last eentury “u gavden, an orchard—bdng time out of
mmid as free to all the world all over Indic as is 2wl or o tak, nothing
amazes and disgusts whe Hindustanecs more when they come to Calcutta than
to find so many seats and gardens all shut up

T have met wath cases of evemng schools attended solely by ryots. In England

one per cent of the rwal population attend such schools. ~ In France 12 per cent.
In Russia they are rapdly on the wmerease,
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25. How far is there a growth of a feeling of independence among
ryots ? its causes and probable results?

26. Are AMiddlemen on the increaso? the cvils inflicted by them
in rack-renting, cte., cte.

27, The condition of the ryofs before the Permament Settlement,
and their relation at that period to the landlords?

28. The different abwabs (fees) levied by zemindars?

29. Zorture, how far practised now and formerly? the different
modes ?

IIL

Astrorocy AND WITCHCRAFT.

Tuman nature in India, as in Euarope, wishes to pry into
tho future, whether the fingers, the chattering of crows, or
tho stars ure to be guides; in Tndia the lu«lmg against
witches even lately was as strong as in England two centuries
ago, thus in Mhow between 1800 and 1823, 2,500 witches
were put to death.!

1. Charmers for snoke bites, their numbers, pay, and how far
really successful ? the influence of music over snakes?

2. Ave reputed Kepellors of Bhuts ov Derils many, their influence?

3. Various hinds of mantras, such as the paneh mantra, cle., cte.?

<4, Witches, their localities, emoluments, number, how (ktu ted,
any put to death last centiry in Bengal, the various hinds of witch-
craft ?

5. Divination by the hand ; its various kinds,~—boohs on,—is the
pmctice general ?

Awgurics, by what birds? how taken? what is the reliance
phcod on them now ?

7. Mesmerism (Jhirdn Mantra), to what extent known to the ol
Hindus—how practised now and by whom?

8. Sleiyght-of-land tricks, the number and emoluments of its pro-
fessors—instances of common tricks practised in Bengal ?

9. Behef in Fairies, Apparitions, llustrations of its extent and
inﬂucnmﬁ much on the decline?

. Gypsies or Naths, their numbers, morals, means of support ?
1nllucncc among  tho people, language, rdwwu ceremonies ab
marriages, births, funerals ? “

11. Are casting the evil cye and other incantatfons common ?

U See the Asiatic Annual Regster, 1801, the Asiatic Journal 1823, on trals
for witcheraft amoug Uindus.
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12. Treasure-finders,—thief detectdrs, fortune-tellers, astrologers,
their numbers, profits ?

13. Dresams, various kinds of ? who interpret them ? their profits?
analysis of vernacular books that treat of them ?

14. Omens, Charms, and signs of futurity, various kinds in use?

IV.
Brcears AND VAGRANTS.

The beggar class arc not unworthy of consideration in
India—in England they are the subjects of various books:
who does not remember Burns’s poem on the Jolly Beggars,
or some of the exquisite traits about them in Goldsmith’s and
Crabbe’s Pocms ?

1. The proportion of beggars from choice or from necessity, or on
religrons grounds ?

2. The extent of beggars’ beats >—more beggars in town or
country ? {heir profits, their amusements ?

3. Are beggars much addicted to ¢hiceing or other crimes? Do
many begoars feign blowdness, dwmbness, lameness, or practise other
illllmxit.inlm ?

L. fukas or Sunyasis—their habits, beat, profits, impositions,
—which are worse, Hindu or Musulman fakirs? why do they call
themeelves Padris ?

5 Mendieant musicians—their number, profits, skill, social posi-
tiou?  Vagrant tradesmen, ditto.

6. 1s not the present indiscriminate charity to beggars tho mother
of idleness aud erime ?

7. Where do beggars find shelter in the rains, in ilness ?

8. Are Jhndus or Musulmans kinder to beggars ?

9. Why do most of the mendicant orders choose Ram for their
patron?

10. Do many beggars flock to towns? the causes ? how far is the
want of peasaut proprictorship a cause of beggary ?

V.

CALCUTTA.

Calcutta, the * city of palaces and pigstics,” requires a sepa-
rate Sociological niche for itself,—yct how little is really
known of this colluvies of vations! Purnca furnishes to it
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syces,—Orissa, bearers,—Hchar, Durwans,—Central India,
opium merchants,—Kabul, horses and fruit-scllors,—Chitta-
gong, boatinen ;—while those semi-Asiatics, the Greceks, supply
leading merchants.

In prosccuting enquiries on the various classes of popula-
tion, the trades and handicrafts in Calcutta and the large
cities of India, there is a model paper on that subject, pub-
lished in the Royal Asiatic Society’s Transactions, in relation
to Barcilly, 1826, vol. i. pp. 467-484, treating of the pro-
gress in civilization, dress, amusements, food, houses, peculiar
usages, habits and wants of the people of Barcilly.  Many of
the questions there propounded are applicable ceteris paribus
to Benares, Bombay, Madras, cte.

1. The proportion of the adult poprdation born in the city.!

2. The grouping of the population into classes inhabiting different
localitics according to occupation, soctal grade, and birth place?

3. Afghans, their numbers, occupation, moral condition—do they
assert their Jewish descent ?

4. Armenians,? ditto, their decrease ; any councetion kept up with
Armenia or Russia; their colloquial language ?

5. Clinese,* how far do they retain their country’s mode of living ?
their morals, localitics, numbers, language uscd, employments ?

6. Kast Indians.t Not a welding of the Buropean and Asiatic as
the English were of the Norman and Saxon—ecfleet of intermarriage
among themselves ; are they dying out?

7. Foringhees, who so called— ovigin of the word ?

8. Greeks ditlo, how far do they adopt English habits and cus-
toms—~-their habits as contrasted with those of Lingiish merchants;
any conncetion kept up with Russia or Grecee? ‘

9. Juins, their numbers and social position ?

10. Jews,® their numbers, wealth, and social position ? what im-
pression do they make on Ilindus? their language, how far In-
dianised ?*

11. Merchant princes, is the name still applicable in Calcutta and
Bombay ?

12. Mized Classes, many such, as Piralis, cte., cle.

! Half the adult population of London is born in the Provinces.
3 636 Armenians m Caleutta i 1837,

3 There were 362 1 1837, ¢ 4746 w 1837.
8 There were w Caleutta 307 Jews in 1837,

¢ The Alexandrian Jews were hellemsed.
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13. Moguls, their numbers, morals, social position,—many directly
of Persian or Tartar origin?

14. Musulmans; arc they very stationary? aro they rising io
social importance ? their social morality s contrasted with that of
the Hindus ? are coffee shops common among them ? ditto gambling ?
the number of Arabic and Persian schools among them ? their feclings
towards Ilindus? many Hajis or Saids among them? Do they read
the Aulma on Friday, in the mosques?

15. Pursees, their number, social status—aro their prejudices de-
caying ? their Punchayats? obscrvance of New Year's day, and of
the Dirth day of Zoroaster,—cercmonics in honor of the dead.—
Commercial cnterprise, charitics, language, literature, caste dis-
putes; when did they first come ? the condition of their females,—
their liturgics, — how far do they adopt Lindu customs ; ditto
English ?

16. Portuguese, their number,' are they increasing ? their influ-
ence ; the language used ; are any of pure origin? are their pricsts
improving? the effeet of their example on Hindus?

17. Sanskrit Colleges.  Ave there more than 1007 the highest
emoluments in them as contrasted with former days? state of
learning among pupils and teachers ?

18. Serks ;. their numbers,—are many able to rcad the Grenth?
their oecupations ?

19. Young Bengal; how far docs he really differ from his
countrymen, and how far is it mere varnish? are his peculiarities
on the increase or decrease ¢ are there many out of Caleutta? The
period when young Bengalism arose ?

20. Account of the following clusses, their numbers, profits, and
social position,—Dbird sellers, glass-blowers, firework-makers, dyers,
shell-workers, sntiths, cattle doctors, yogis, weavers, divers, butehers,
fowlers, Bookbiuders, druggists, bakers, gardeners, washermen, con-
fectioners, barbers, sweepers, shoemakers, carpenters, masons ?

21. The origin of the names of the strects with notices of tho
individuals, or of the circumstances or particular trades, that gave
them those names ?

22. The various crics made in the streets by hawkers or sellers ?

23. Describe the numbers, profits, and social condition of the
following classes—street sellers, strect buyers, strect finders, street
performers, uartists, showmcn, street artizans or working pedlars,
street laborers. .

1 3,181 in 1837.
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VI
CrreMoNTES, RITEs.

1. Shraddhas, the cercmonies and expenses connected with them
now, as contrastcd with former times, and in the various castes ?

2. The chief gram devatas (villago gods); the origin of their
worship, the mode of conducting it. Arc there more than 100°?

3. Do Ifindus or Musulmans cxpend more on their rites and
cercmonics ?

4. The profits and numbers of those who burn the dead ?*

5. Is the practice of shaking hands and of other Knglish customs
increasing much ?

6. On investiture of the DPoitn, is it usual to keep a picce of iron
as a charm against dhués (ghosts)? is the party confined for cleven
days?

7. Are compulsory pujus mmeh practised, such as throwing an
image at night at a rich man’s door that ho may be compelled to
perform a puja ?

8. Describe the worship of Sitola, Nag Manasa, Ulauta Devi; the
Shasti, Dheki, Govardan, and Ganesh Pujas,—their origin, extent,
expenses, by what classes conducted, the temples, fustivals con-
neeted with them?

9. Agni Puje and Surjea Puja, to whal extent —with what
pomp and expense, celebrated in former times ? by what classes ?

10. Tho various prayers and gesticnlations conneeted with the
ahnik, how far observed, and by what classcs now ¥

11. Parrots, how trained to repeat Rudhe Wrishna?

12. How far are the following practices now generally observed
and by whut classes?  Yirst morning prayer te tho Guru? the
Gungdstals ; 24 Mudras; pradyam? Gunukkiy, Gaytrijap, drtipan-
cha pradip, Panchagni, Dus sanskar ?—marks of caste or seels in tho
forchead ?—women worshipping the dleke to cure the scurvy and
itch?

18. Fusting, how far observed now, compared with former days ;
the Ekadasi how kept, and by whom ?

14. Funerals, their expense; ceremonics; period of mourning,
in different castes; do women accompany the corpse? four modes
of disposing of a corpse.—Ilow far observed now, comparcd with
former days? .

15. Arc lumps often sent floating down a strcam ag un omen ?

U Rama Murda Faroh died at Caleutta 2bont 1836, worth Live or six lacs,
which he gamed by burning the dead at Nimtollah.
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16. Are thorns often put under tlio feet of a woman who dies
pregnant ?

17. Is there much observance now of Das Sndn, Dus Din?

18. Describe the ceremonies, and among what classes practised, in
the worship of books, birds, stones, fish ?

19. Jogi’s suspension of breath, posturcs, ete., ete., how far kept
up now, and by what training ?

20. In the Iloli festival, arc there less obsceno words and figures
than formerly ? is tho castor oil tree planted as a kind of maypolo?

21. 1s the Navami generally practised 2!

22. Chagdd, near Calcutta, the reason for its being a city of refuge
for outcasts, the numbers that resort to it ? other similur places in
Bengal.

23. Was the burying lepers alive much practisod formerly ? ditto
burning alive ?

2L Muwman sacrifices were formerly offered up at Kshir near Durd-
wan, at Yogadyca, at Kerilatta near Moorshedabad, to Kali at
Brahmanitola ncar Nadaya, to Manusa, at Chitpore, Kulighat,—
instances handed down by tradition ?

25. How was the charak celebrated formerly ? instances in its
practice of the tonguo being picreed with a bayonet? of a snake’s tail
put through the tongue?

26. Lo th ceremontes ; such as Jal haran or giving honey at fivst
seeing a son; naming a child twelve days after birth; Dringing him
out at three months” old; feeding him at six months old; shaving
_ the head at three years old—how far practised and by what, castes ?

27. Lu marrages, aro the luganpatrika, tying the garments of
parties together, much used? hLow do marringe cercmonies differ
according to caste, rauk, cte.

VII.
Cr.asses.

L. In the upper clusses, do many families dic out? the causes ?

2. Causes tending to create a meddle class in Bengal ?

3. Any probuability of epproatmating the Hindus and Hust Tndians
in closer malual sympathy—was the aversion less in former duys
than now ?

4. The Portuguese—how many of European origin, their peculiar
customs and modo of Jife? their influcnce over natives? their morals
and euergy as contrasted with thoso of uatives?

! That 15, placing the first fruits of graw in harvest time at the door.,
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5. The use of a native landed aristocracy as a shicld against the
despotism of a ruler or of a multitude?

6. Are there many black Brahmans? is their colour the effect of
climate? are they of Hindu origin ?

7. The dwration of Iife among the upper and lower classes of
Hindus, and the professional classes particularly, as showing the
effeet of temperance, mental occupation and bodily exercise ?

8. Arc old men very garrulous? arc there many old men? to what
age havo some lived?

9. Caste, how far on the decline, and the causes of the decline?
are the varna sankara or mixed castes on the increuse? illustrations
of the lower castes rising in the social scale, the causes? are the
rules for expulsion from caste strictly observed ?

10. Llumalies that existed before the Mubammadan invasion,

VITL
COMMERCE.

The commercial clagses in India have always oceupied a
conspicuous place; even in Menu’s time they held the purse
sirings, and have been lesy than other classes subject to
priestly influence ; hence the great sects of Jains in Rajpu-
tana and Central India, the Oswals of Behar, and Vaishnabs
of Bengal have the greatest number of converts among the
traders; the Marwari merchants are Jains, and the Ghosains
are Vaishnabs. Religious reform found its votaries most in
Trance among the Iuguenot merchants ; in the middle ages
among the Belgian and Italian traders; and in Russia among
the mereantile classes ; the municipalities in the middle ages,
mainly composed of the trading classes, were buffers against
feudal and priestly oppression.

1. Why do Buniyas (shop keepers) in Behar rank with Vaisyas ?
their cducation and social position in Bengal—are many of them
surctics—many forcigners among them—their profits ?

2. Mahgjans (moncy lenders) how far do their exactions extend-—
are they less now thun formerly—their numbers—do many rise to
a high position in native society ? .

3. The native merchant pruwces—their rise and social influence—
do their sons follow their father’s pursuits ?

4. To what cxtent has the decay in uncient Indisn articles of
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production and trade been compensatcd by new sources of produe-
tion and trade ?

5. Indigo,' the accounts of it in Hindu books—also of tobacco,
sugar, cotton?

6. The influences of foreign trade on the dress, food, habits,
opinions, of natives ?

7. How far are native merchants likely to form a quasi aristocracy,
or an upper middle class ?

8. Nalwre merchants, how far liable to the charge of ostentation,
avarice, vulgarity > how far do they riso into a higher grade, and
their conduct in it ?

9. The effect of commercial legislature on commercial morality, as
shown in the Small Cause and Insolvent Courts ?

10. Shroffs (bankers), their number, emoluments, social position?

11. Causcs of the decreusing social intercourse between Europeans
and natives—remedics?

TX.
CoNvERSATION AND SociAL INTERCOURSE.

Conversation, or the “feast of reason and the flow of soul,”
is as popular with the Bengali as with the Turopean.

1. The subjects of conversation 20 years ago as contrasted with
the present.

2, The subjects of conversation common to the educated and un-
edncated clisses,

3. The tavourite £imes for conversation ; how different from the
Knglish?

4. Do any classes converse on subjects not relating to their daily
life and occupations ?

5. Ave Ruddles much used ?—a collection of them a desideratum.

6. Jesters how far employed, their numbers and emoluments—
is joesting mueh used ? illustrations of it ?
» 7. Vulshnabs' or Saktas’ conversation—how do they differ in
subject and moral tone ?

8. Is there much discussion in Hindoo socicty—on what topics ?
is it angry at times ?

9. The effect on conversation of the absence of female soctely ?

10. Topics in the zenana, among cducated, uncducated ? among
country or town people?

11. Among what classes are Ghost stories most commoun? men-

’tion twelve specimens of different kinds.
U In the Pancha Tantra, a work twclve centuries old at least, we have an

account of a jackal who tumbled 1uto an indigo vat.
.
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X.
CriviNAL, OrR DaNacEROUS, Crasses.

1. Iow can a system of edweation he extended adapted to the
circumstances of those who form the raw materials of the dangerous
and criminal classes ?

2. How far is porerfy the parent of erime in Bengal?  Do. op-
pression? Do, the Gurw Mahashay system ?

8. Juils, how far objects of terror and shame to natives? in what
districts is the name “our father-in-law’s house” given to the jail ?
are re-committals frequent®  Are Reformatories for juvenile crimi-
nals desirable ? the effect of teaching prisoners agriculture ?

4. Is the dhannok Jooked upon as a school where old offenders
teach young ones crime?

5. Receivers of stolen goods ; any approximate estimate of their
number and profits ?

6. Mas the puntshment of death much effect in lessening capital
offences ?

7. The proportion that can read and write intelligibly in the
different jails 2!

8. Is infanticide common among the poor??  Do. ineest ?

9. Is perjury or forgery on the inerease ? {he canses?

10. River Thagd common?  Ditto professional potsoners

11. The influence of qge and sex on erime ?

12. Crime in different distriets, and in various castes, particularly
among Hindus and Muhammadans, how it differs in number, varicty,
heinousness?

13. Is there more crime in forre or in the conntry ?

4. Juvenile delinquents; their number, offences ?

15. Mas the autobiography of a thiel ever been written?

16. Ts Professor Wilson’s remark eorreet, ““in the great towns of
India the profligacy bears uo comparison to that of London or Laris ¢

XI.
Drsaring Socterirs.

Debating Sovictics or Literary Clubs have sprung up in
shoals both in Calcutta and tho Mofussil within the last.twelve

! In Liverpool it was ascertained lately that out of 19,336 persony apprehendedy
in ninc months, only 3 per cent. could read or write well enough for any availuble
purpose. .

3 Tt is 50 1n the manufacturing districts of England, and among the Rajputs.
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years; they are nuclei for cducated young men, and are con-
genial to the oriental habit which loves dals: we need a
kind, however, like the Young Men’s Associations of England,
in which not only lectures might be delivered or cssays read,
but night classes might be formed for improvement in litera-
ture and science.

1. The number and duration of Debating Secicties in citics
during the last twenty years, the subjects discussed and social status
of the members ?

2. Ditto in the country?

3. In what respeets are they improving as to the choice of subjects
and the mode of conducting the meetings ?

4. What sociad influence do they excreise in tho family or on
others ?

5. A history of the Dkarma Subka, its leaders, quarrels, influcnce ?

6. Of the Brahma Subha, ditto, ditto ?

7. Account of any other meetings or reunions among Hindus with
their social influence ?

XTI
Disrases.

1. The sorial and moral causcs of smsanify among natives ?
Anmong what eastes is it moro prevalent, anll why?
2. Are AAlhiaes numerous, the canses ?
3. What nervous diseases are regarded as being from a bhut
- (demon), requiring mantras ?
L Nukra—Iocylation for small pox— Leprosy,—their respective
‘modes of freatment in ancient and modern times? how they ditfer
arc lepers now freated kindly ?
5. Hindu Physicians, their various remedies for eye diseases ?
6. Are discases from  dissipation among Young Bengal on the
“increase ?
7. What discascs indicate the gocial condifion of tho people, such
18 those of the cye, brain?
8 Hospitals, by what castes most attended, particularly Brakmans,
.Khaistas, Musulmans—and from what localitics ?
N2 The velative mor{plity and vitulity of cach sex, and of the lead-
g castes in Bengal.
& 10. Ts the dwration of life in inverse ratio to fecundity ?
1. The influcnce of ¢mployments on }walth in Bengal, how shown?
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12. Various remedies for snake bites ® any of real efficacy ?

13. Native medicines, in what estimation held by educated natives ?
14. Is mortality in parturition on the increase?

15. Wus Cholera an cpidcmic among natives a century ago?

XIII.
Docrors.

The kabiraj (indigenous doctor) is a great favouriic in native
society and has been the cause of an enormous number of
deaths. The Bengali class of the Medical College is, as it
gradually developes, lessening this evil; Dr. Wise has writ-
ten ably on this class and on Hindu medicine.

1. Kubirajis, whether are Hindu or Musulman ones more numerous
or more skilful-—their castes—their pay now and in former days?

2. Inoculators, arc there more Hindus or Musulmans—the incanta-
tions used—their invocations of Nitola—their fecs—caste—~mode of
treatment ?

3. Vaudyas (native doctors), their chicf localities in DBengal, the
proportion that ean read Sunskrit, their py and social position—an
account of the Atai Vadyas, Dehatu Vaidyas, Chasi Vardyas, Haturya
Vaidyas ?

4 Midwives, Cuppers, Leceh sellers, their skill, pay, numbers

5. English educated native doctors, are their social posxtlon aml
pay inorvnsing?

6. Ditto Bengali educated ?

XIV. B
Donustic.

Tome has well been styled the “sced vessel of socu\ty,
where the next generation must germinate.”

1. Is hospitality as much practised now as formerly ? and with as
rigid a regard to caste ?

2. The home influcnees of wives and daughters on educated
natives? '

3. Is the family tie very strong among Hindus? illustrate By
examples.
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XV.
Dramas, JaTras.

The Sanskrit Drama, so well translated by r. Wilson, pre-
sents a rich harvest of information on the social condition of
the Indian aristocracy, females and Pandits, cighteen centuries
ago. In the Sdrada tilaka of the twelfth century, we have
sketches of the various classes of females, of the Jogis,
Buddhists, snake catchers, Pandits; the Mriganickhi ireats
of the kings of Kalings and Assam—as the Ramayan doces of
socicty 2,500 years ago. Nor have the last ten years been
barren in the department of dramatic vernacular literaturo—
as the many Bengali dramas on the subjects of “ Kulinism,”
“Widow re-marriage,” cte. show.

1. Account of the bhaurs or professional jesters.

2. A list of the various jitras, their authors, subjects, influence.

3. Ditto Rdisas.

4. An analysis of the vernacular dramnas written during the last
twenty years.

XVI.
Druiss.!

1. Ts the Musulman dress superior in any points to the Tlindu ?

2. Was the needle totally unknown to the Hindu ? is there any
Hindu word to express sewing with the needle 22

3. Do any Ilindus now object to garments made by a Moslem
needle ¥ .

4. Were there any failors in aneient times among the Hindus ?

5. Do Mindu females wash their linen often—is soap coming into
usc among them ?

VA soitable dress for females, deeent, yet national, is a desideratum.  Some
ITindu females have adopted the Enghish diess, but they look exactly ke Portu-
wacse Ayahs, or the black dolls that lmng m London over pawn-Inokers’ shops,
Why should this be?®  The sard, 1t%9 true. is not suflicient, but in Bahar we
find the petticoat (lokanya) and boddice (4w ta) have heen introduced fiom the
wost of India, and more than one-fourth of the Bahar women have adopted 1t
Some of the Ragput women in Bahar ase long-drawers Iike the Musulman ladies.
‘The males arc better off as to diess, but in then disuse of the turban, substituting
!'ur 1t a cap, they benglit only the eye doctors and spectacle makers, furnish-
#ne them with more patients,—-as the eyes having no shade like what the turban
guves, become weak ,—such has been the case m Egypt, smce the Turkish Fez
has been mtroduced.

* Sui properly means passing the shuttle.m the act of weaving.
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6. What Hindus will not drink water out of a girl’s hands unless
she is first {utfoord on the arms and breast ?

7. Would the wearing of beards be useful for Hindus ?

8. Should Hindus take off their shoes in an Kuropean house, or
their turbans on entering a place of worship ?

XVIIL
Drinking TTApiTs.

In Menu’s days liquors were allowed, and ancient 1lindu
history gives many a curious revelation on this point.

1. Aro drinking habits more prevalent among the /7indus or amony
Musulmans ? how was it 30 years ago compared with the present
time ?

2. Are Ilindus quarrelsome in their cups ?

3. Issmoking Ganju, Charus, or Opum more destructive ;—which
is more common? Do Hindu females smoke much? When was
smoling introduced ? Ditto snuffing ?

4. 1low far is the increase of drinking owing to domestic discomfort?

5. Ilow far do erimes attended with violenee, arvise from wfocica-
tion” how far is insanily the result of intemperance ?

6. The effeet of intemperance in producing pauperism?

7. The connection between ebharr shops, public-houses, and crime ?

8. Is drinking brandy a frequent practice with Young Bengal ?

XVIIL
EpucaTioN, 1§ 118 Sociat Dearive.

The consideration of the School system in ity socigl influ-
ences is a very important subjeet, as well as the enquiry, how
far the competitive system is injurious so far us it treats boys
as race horses,—traing them not for general use but to run
for particular prizes,—promotes eramming, and mere book-
knowledge ;—leads to the negleet of the mass of the boys
in a school, tempting tho Masters, by attending to a fow
*fugle Loys,” to gain more praise for their school.

There is a tendency among Ilindus like the man in the
fable, to cry out nothing like leather, and to regard education |
as the panacea for afl evils. Lord Broughum deseribes such
persons as being like those who would trust to the effects of
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dict and regimen when the plagud is raging, and Dr. Arnold
remarked, “Education is wanted to improve the physical con-
dition of the people: and yet their physical condition smust be
tmproved, before they can be susceptible of education.”  You
may cducate the upper classes highly, but the masses are the
basis of the social pyramid; without this being secure, the
apex has no stability ; brute force and the black cap are at best
but temporary cxpedients,

1. Iow far arc inproved Z«bits of cleanliness, order, punctuality,e .
truthfulness, an improved standard of dress and living, and a de-
velopment of character promoted by Anglo-Vernacular Schools ?

2. Ditw by Guruw Mahashay or village Schools?

3. The action of Anglo-Vernacular and Gurn Mahashay Schools
on the fumily ewrelr in raising the moral and intellectnal tone ?

4. Any social cvils arising from the training adopted for native
girls in some Mission female schools ? The remedy ?

5, How far arc the following remarks, made in England, applica-
ble to India?

“There is a practieal standard in the minds of the people, beyond
which the education of the masses cannot be carried.  1f Governmient
raise the standard, people diminish the time of ¢hildren’s attendance.””

6. The social importance of teaching 1u all schools, the doctrines
of politieal cconomy on labour, capital, wages, interchange, money,
—as al<o the clements of agricultnral chemistry.

7. Mental ignorance, how far productive of moral deprarity 2!

8. How tar do sociul discamforts fret and enfeeble the masses, and
render them unfit for higher thoughts ?

. Is intemperance greater in proportion among the educated or
uncducated clastes ?

10. Mow far is the following statement, made by an cducated
native, correct ?

“Natives cducated in the Gorernment Colleges, do not often fulfil
the hope inspired by their academie carecr; they do not follow up
their studics; they unlearn what they have learnt, sink in the mass
with all the enervating environments of Indian life—the hookuh
and the zenana do their sure work.”

1. Does not the social condition of the masses 1ender o grant-
in-aid system as mapplicable, us would be a voluntury system at the
time of plague ande pestilenee ?

! Dr. Mouat, Tnspector of Jauls i Bengal, shows m us Retarns for 1860, that

out, of 73,000 cimmals mthe Bengal and Bohar jals that year, 93 per cent. wore
utterly ignorant of reading and writing.
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12. How far does school education mould the social institutions
of the country and how far is it moulded by them?

13. The social importance of schools of Jadusirial art ?

14. Ditto ditto of Agricultural schools?

15. The tolas (or Sanskrit Colleges)—the social causes leading to
their decline. Any improvement in the subjeets taught, or the mode
of teaching? What great teachers are there now ?

16, The probable reflox influence of requiring a knowledge of
reading and writing from all classes, as a qualification for office ?

17. The probable influence of the university examination in giving
a preponderanco to cramming and memory work, to the neglect of
cultivating the faculty of observation ?

18. Is it desirable that up to 6 ycars of age girls should be taught
with boys? ! .

19. How far are the Guru Midushays, as a class, guilty of the
charges of teaching their pupils theft and lying, and of inflicting severe
punishments?  What has been the occupation of the futhers of
those teachers generally ?

20. A list of Vernacular authors and able teachers produced by
the Sanskrit Colleges ?

' XTX.

Femaves.

1. How far are the following remarks on Hindn females correct
in different Jocalities : < Ministers to the eapricious sensuality of their
arrogant lords.—The fecling of actural affection is comparatively
weak—nheld under the jealousy of restraint, they become callous to all
finer sensibilitics?”  Cases of crim. con. very seldom ocenr in re-
spectable indu families.  The life of a Hindu widow is wretehed in
the highest degree. !

2. To what extent can nateh (dancing) girls read? their ihflucnces
and emolument now as comparcd with former days ?

3. Do Hindu females often hear religious or other dooks read to
them ?*

4, What is the knowledge females acquire independent of books ?

5. Mention female authors of past and present times.

6. Ts the practice of females blackening their teeth and cyes, of
Moslem origin ?

7. Aro the angia, kurt!, pyjamahs much in use?

U In Kabul the custom is for boys and girls from 5 to 12 years of age to attend
the same sehool.

* In Kabul many of the females are better acquainted with religious books
than the males
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8. At what age are females considercd old women ? Do females
become really old at thirty > what is their influence and conduct then?
9. Are Musulman females less luxurious and extravagent than

Hindu ones ? .

10. What arc the recreations of females? is kito flying such ?
11. Are Hindu and Musulman females fond of embroidering and

of flowers?

12. Arc quarrels numerous among females? are they very jealous?

13. How far do females win and retain their dusband’s affections ?

14. What is the average time men remain widowers ?

15. How far practically is a system of austerity carried out with

regard to widows ? what means of support have they generally ?

16. If a woman washes off paint from her forehead, is it con-
sidered a sign of her wishing her husband’s death ?

17. What has been the suceess of the working of the act for the
remarriage of Uindu widows as to numbers and respectability ?

18. How far do women rule their husbauds at home? Many
Mindu gentlemen “ henpecked 27

XX.
IrsrivaLs.

Festivals for rcligions or commemorative purposes have
always exercised great influence on social life, whether we
look to the national gumes and assemblages of ancient Greeks,
to those of the middle ages in Europe, or to those of recent times
in England and France.  'Who can forget Washington Irving’s
vivid picture of Christmas and merry England in the olden
time? Rut ammw the indus they have been pre-eminently
influential as l)cmg interwoven so closely into the religion of
the country.  All the mighty minds of India in former days
saw what a great cffect they produced on all classes: hence
Vaishnabs and Saktas alike, though ditfering in other points
widely, have agreed in patronising them.

1. The classes of society that do mot attend festivals now, but did
once—why have they discontinued ?

2. The influcnce pf festivals on the fu mtzl ly rolalzon, particularly

son women and children ? oo T
3. Any change and uuprow_{mon&s in the mode of cduducting

festivals ? ‘l 2 3% R VO O,
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4. How far arc festivals betome more occasions of trade or amuse-
ment than formerly ?

5. What festivals have become more populer than others—the
causes ? .

6. How far is the observance of festivals on the decline 2

7. Is there much sale of native bouks or of Kuropean articles at
festivals ?

8. Arc festivals good times for holding religious discussions, such
as are practised by missionaries ?

9. The moral and sociul influence of festivals in bringing the
male and fewale seres more together ?

10. The various customs, ceremonics, connected with the fiest day
of new year ?

11 Jlow fur fustivals, such as the Z2oli, contribute to dleness and
dissipation ?

12, Any observance like April fool or the Maypole in the 7fli?

15. Mention Obsolete festivals, and new ones, such as the Juga-
dalri?

14. Barward pwja, how far observed now, and by whom; its
origin?  Ditto the Nug panchami in Bengal.

15, Anaceurate deseription of the Iindu fasts and the festivals
in the district? of their origin, the significance of their peculiar
ceremonies, how observed by different castes ?

16. Ditto of the Musnlman.

17. Sunday, how spent by difterent classes of natives? Isit a
duy of pleasure ?

18. On Makar Sankranti, til secds are caten after dinner, and the
sun is the only deity worshipped—why ?

19. Ts the ITo/i a kind of AL ¥ool’s day ?

20. Deseribe the following practices—On Gadi pedra, nim leaves
are chewed, and puje puid to an Alwanac; on the Kan Nabami
a veeitation of Ramayun.  Narujul Lurnima, cocon nuts are thrown
into the sea.  On the Dewdls worship is paid to books.

21. What festivals arc obscrved by particular castes or by women
only ?

XXI.
I'1suERMEN AND BoATMEN.

1. What boats are not in build of indigenous origin?

2. The castes that almost exclusively furnish boatmen, — why
chiefly from Chittagong or Furridpore?

3. The morals of boatmeu when separated from their families ?

4. In what respects are boabmen equal in skill to sailors?

\
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5. The peculiarities of the boatmen’s language ; is it the same as
the Musulman-Bengali; a collection of the songs they sing when
rowing?

6. Why few indus arc boatmen ? .

7. The number of boatmen in Caleutta, are they on the increase
or decrease? the causes ?

8. Saiors, how victimised on landing, in punch-houses, and by

erimps? )

9. The various classes of fishermen, their profits now and for-
merly ? -
XXII.

Foop.

The nature of food has much to do with bodily and mental
vigour, although different nations in this point have their
respeetive tastes; a Frenchman will eat a rat or o frog or
horseflesh with a gont, that will make an Englishman almost
vomit. The Englishman in like manner dislikes the occans
of ghi and quantitics of high scasoning that enter into a Ben-
gali’s cuisine, while on the other hand the Bengali shudders
at a calf being an object of mastication.

1. The different kinds of curries, their use, expense of prepara-
tion, and how far their high scasoning is conducive to health ?

2. Itow far docs the diet of Hindus preserve from certain discases,
but promote others?

3. The effeet of a vegetable diet on certain mental qualities, such
as courage ?

4. Zea drinking, how far is it becoming popular?

5. Why wus a fish diet allowed to Bengal, but prohibited to up-
country Brahmans?

G. Is adulteration of food common? illustrations of it with its
evils.

7. HNlustrate the following statement: ““the fare on which a Son-
thal, a Cole, and o Garrow, will thrive, iy utterly unsuited to the
Bengali, the Assamese, and the Mugh.”

XXTII.
Tlouses.

The dwellings of the poor and of the working classes have
oceupied much of the attention of philanthropists in England,
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and ought to do so in India, where floors, walls, windows, are
closely connected with yuestions of health and decency.

1. How far are the present native houses so built as to conduce to
indeeency, viee, quarrels, drunkenness, filth, bad ventilation 2!

2. Is the bostakhana of Hindu origin 22

3. How far is the use of ehairs preferable to the Asan or scat ?

4. How can the following defects in tiled houses be remedied :
exposure to wind and rain, cold in winter, hot in summer?

5. Mud huts, means to secare them against snake holes ?

6. Is not the building of suburban houses for workmen in large
towns desirable ?

7. Ts the northern side of o house invariably the Thakwr khana ?

XXIV.
Krrants on Native Crerks.

The Xerani system is so much the child of English trade
and government as to demand special attention.  One thing
is clear, that ag certain as English education has been limited
almost exclusively in Bengal to the caste of Brahmans and
Khaistas, so have the chief occupations of its alumni been
those of keranis or copyists—an effectual way in many cases
to turn an educated youth into 1 mere machine, and to render
him simply an imitator or copyer—as he is a copyist. It is
truc in Northern India, from Katamandu to Mhow, the Ben-
gali is the Englishman’s right hand—in what ?—is it not too
often as a machine for copying, as a sort of looking glass to
reflect his views without having any views of his own. A
writer on Indian history remarks on the kerani in his work:
“The eye secmed to communicate direetly with the hand:
there was no intervention of the brain,  The intelligence of

! Lallude here to an cvil felt in England and Russia as highly demoralising,
viz., a single sleeping-room for parties of different sexes. 'The Santals, semi-
civilized though they be, are in this respeet ahead of Bengahs; boys and girls
arrived at the age of puberty, have to slecp separately away {rom their parents in
a partieular part of the village.

2 Hamlton Buchanaw's Bengal and Baher, vol. ii. p. 697, states, * Its name is
moslem and that a place of receiving company was introdue>d, when the example
or command of these haughty conquerors rendered 1t necessary to seerete the women;
this practice is not conunon in the South of India, where the manners of the
Hindus are less altered, the sofa made of wood, the carpets, and quults seem to
have been introduced by the Muhammadans.” —See Kirdt dyjunya.

)
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the well tutored boy was scldom carried into the practicalitics
of actual life.” T trust this taint on the Bengali may soon
ccase. Happily the introduction of iron copying machines
will reduce in many cases the demand for machines of flesh.

1. The total number of Zeranis cmployed in the different offices
in Calenita; the average amount of their salaries?

2. The occupation of keranis’ leisure hours; how far docs the
business of their offices afford material for conversation in their
Ieisure hours ?

3. Do keranis keep up reading habits—if not, why? -

4. Tlow far does their knowledge of English acquired at School
decline in office ?

5. How far do Aeranis read the new class of books in Fernacular
literature?

6. Arc Feranis chicily of the khaista caste or of the Brahman ?

7. Banians (native) their past and present influence over Kurope-
ans, their profits ?

XXV.
LaNGuacE.

1. What is the souree of that part of the /ernacular language
which is not of Sanskrit or Persian origin ? - Has it, like the lan-
eunges of South India, an aflinity with the Tartarian dialects
spohen in Central Asia.!

2. The dialectical caricties in the vernacular, how far are they
divergencies of pronunciation and spelling, similar to those in the
English and Italian dialeets—their extent and causes?  Are they
on the inerease or decrease ?

3. How far is Urdu declining in ecrtain parts of Tadia, as a col-
loquial agd wriften lnguage ? the eauses 2

4. What influence is likely to be produced on the Bengald lan-
guage by increased intercourse with Central India and the North
West ?

5. What language is likely to supplant the Sanfal, is it the
Bengali, Hindi, or Urdu? Ditto as regards the Asamese ?

6. What cffect on the structure of the vernaculars is likely to be
produced by English educated natives ?

7. What idioms in the vernacular language are most striking in
contrast with those of the English and Urdu languages ?

, 8. The language used at Gour, had it a closer aftinity to Ilindi
than to Bengali.

! Caldwell's Dravidian grammar aflords many valuable hints on thus subject.
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9. What old Pernacular MSS. exist among private families?*

10. Is the Musubman-Bengali, uscd chiefly by persons who cannot
read or write the Bengali, incrcasing as o dialect ?

11. The past and present influcnco of Persian in Bengal ?

12. The bounduries of the Hengali language in the Midnapur dis-
trict bordering on Orissa and in Birbhum on the Hindi-speaking
districts ?

13. The vernacular language, how far in its progress does it illus-
trate the varying features of nafional character, habits, pursuits,
social and mental development? *

14 Are the educated Bengalis so different from [talians, Poles,
or Hungarians, as to have little patriotic feeling in favour of their
native language?

15. Words in the vernacular having affinitics with any Tartar or
aboriginal language ?

16. Hlustrations of the language of Flowers ag used by Musul-
mans and indus ?

17. A list of those vernaculer words not derived from Sanskrit or
Persian—their prohable origin?

18. Names of places, persons, or things in the vernacular throw-
ing any light on the origin and aflinitics of the nalive ruce ?

19. Cunt language uscd by particular classes 3

XXVIL
Law axp Socrar, State.

The laws of a people have a very important bearing on
their social development ; hence jurisprudence has well been
defined, *“the law of humanity in socicty,” and the subject
from this point of view has been taken up by the Socizl Science
Association.

1. How far is the new Penal Code, as contrasted with the Re-
gulations, likely to affeet the social condition of the people and
mould their character; and how far is the social condition of the
people likely to modify the working of this Code?

1 Research in other quarters ought to encourage it here  thus we find that the
Pushtn, unnl lately considered a colloquial dialeet, had, as Captain Raverty shows,
MS. as curly us 1417 A0,

2 Tanguage has well been called a map of the marers and seience of the
people who speak it. Thus the tenn fora widow, Tidhara, showdd that all widows
were not bumt, so pate, alond, the term for husband, indieated that he wuled.

3 Colonel Sleeman m s Ranasceana guves the language of Thugs,  We have
ju Bengal the language of boatumen.



27

9. Tow far has the Punchayat or fative jury system tended to
raise the character of the people? how far is it popular? would the
English Jury system be more cfficient in this respect ?

3. The Income ‘Tz, its probable bearings on the physical, social,
and moral condition of the people ?

4. Menw’s laws, how far did they influence tho masses ?

5. The probable effects of making FEnglish the language of the
Yourts in its increasing the gulph between the English Judge and
the masses? and in leaving the judge and tho people at the mercy
of the interpreter ?

6. The efteet on socicty of the Hindu law of intestale property.

7. Which is more favorable to the ercation of a middle cluss and
the clevation of the masses, a zemindary, a village, or a ryotwary
system ?

8 How would a law of primegeniture be likely to work in Indin?

9. Ditto a law like the French law of cqual sub-division ?

10. In what respeets is the social condition of the people different
now from what it was in the Fedie age—in Menu's—in Ram’s—in
Kalidasw’s—in the Musulman ditto ?

11. How fur has law in India been the offspring, how far the
pavent of public opinion ?

12. The working of the Small Cause Cowrts in checking or in-
creasing w love for litigation and in promoting a regard to truth in
dealings?

13. How far have native Bducational endowments made the Pandits
indolent by making them independent of their Scholars ?

14, The value of village Municipal Institutions in preparing a
people for self-government ? the remains of the old system in differ-
ent parts of India?

15. The impertance to India of Zuglish lucyers in India having
a training=not only in law books, but also in a knowlulge of the
soeiul condition of the people?

XXVII.
MARRIAGES.

1. 1llustrations of the cffects of early marriage physically, men-
" tally, socially ¢
2. The causes apd conscquences of the espense of marriage
teremonies ?
3. How far do marriage cercmonies vary according to caste, social
Ppousition, cte.?
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4. What practices in the marriage ceremontes as to length, expense,
rites, ought to be discountenanced, what to be continued ?

5. Docs early marriage in Tndia tend to check viee?

6. Isthere a marriuge in practice among the Hindus corresponding
to the Mukammadan nilka ?

7. How far do marriages take place at a later period among
educated natives—the cffeets?

8. Arc Ghataks (Go betweens) many, their fees,—any ghatak re-
gistries extant from Bullal Sen's time, or three eenturics ago?

9. The erpense of marriage among the various castes or clusses;
are they on the increase or the decrease?

XXVIIT.
MISCELLANEOUS.

1. The different modes of ealenlating time, such as by sand, water,
the sun, the stars?

2. Is the Punchayat much practised now ? was it ever in Bengal
as much a part of the village system as in Central India ?

3. The practicability and advantage of Mofussil Suvings and Loan
Banks for the middle classes in the Mofussil, to promote provident
habits and to rescue the Rayats from the Mahajans ? ¢

4. 1s the eyele theory for nations, of weakness, vigour, maturity,
deeay, inapplicable to India?

5. The emgration to the Mauritius and W. Tndies in its effeets
on the social condition of the emigrants and their families; on the
parties themselves on their return—are many remittances from
cmigrants made to their familics ?

6. To what type of the Kuropean character are the Bengalis likely
to approximate—to the English oc German, Freuch or Ttalian ?

7. Are not meve English nstitubions as little adapted for India
as they would be for Franee?

8. Oriental Epistles, their various ornaments, superseriptions and
cnvelopes?

9. Have cases been known in modern times of the following
punishments being enforced—cutting oft a Mindu’s Zikae (top knot),
putting lime on one side of his fuce and ink on the other side, and
leading him about on an ass?

.

1 In Birmingham in 1856, 81,000 accounts were opeeed for one penny and
upwards; £4,500 being paid m.  Through Dr. Chalmers’ influcnce Fcnn banks
wero established, fifty yeais ago in Seotland.  Dr. Duncan established m Scotland
Savings Banks for aoimsits of a shilling and upwards, and thirty-two-millions
sterling have been deposited by l,340,(300 contributors,
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10. Names, any change desirable in Hindu names; the various
modes of giving them ? are all exproessive ? are they ever changed ?
how many different aanes are there of men and of women ?

11. Salutations, different modes of, any change in the form of
in operation ?

12. Are largs towns in Bengal less favourable to morals than tho
country ?

13. DBazars, their profits to the proprictors, changes in them with-
in the last 20 ycars ?

11, Arc many new Hindu temples being built, where and at what |
cost ?

15. Spitling, why practised so much by Hindus ?

16. The history of the riso of the old families in Caleutta?* - -

17. What are the subjects of nalional pride with Bengalis?

18. Various forms of oaths among different castes; which are
considered speeially hinding ?

19. Are dwarfs numerous ?

20. Bunkrupts were formerly compelled to sit bare-hcaded before
a blazing lamp, how long since that was practised ?

21. Why do Tlindus eount and divide by 4?2 does it rclate to time,
such as 4 weeks, 12 hours ?

22. To what extent is the rise of prices leading, among ryots and
the working classes, to independence of feeling and action, to a
desive for education and to inercased domestic comfort ?

23. Is dusturi, or servants’ perquisites, in vogue in the same pro-
portion among natives as among Kuropeans ? was it practised in the
Mogul time and at different rates according to occupation ?

2t Docs a fiwed price for articles exist in any branch of Hindu
trade ?

25. Ts there myieh competition among Hindus? 1s the *“ cheap and
nasty” sysoeth much practised ?

26. Doces population inercase more in fown or in the country ?

27. Longevity, how docs it vary in different districts—in various
employments ¥

28. Has a varicty of sorls any influence on the character of tho
people, as low and marxhy cousts are suid to furnish a sordid, de-
graded race ?

29. How far is there real tenderness to animals in India?  Any
places of refuge for lost or sturving ones, or okl ones ?

30. Is suicide comgnon in India? among what classes ? the kinds ?
tauses P on the iucrease ?

! When I was in England 18 years ago, the late Professor Wilson directed my
attention to this subject as onc of great intgrest; only a native can write on it.



30

31. Different kinds of ordsal now among the Tindus, the balance,
fire, water, poison, chewing rice, boiling oil, red hot iron ?*
32. Twelve instances of English misunderstanding of native
practices, ditto of natives mistaking English.
33. When were the natives first called niggers ?
3t Refute the statement that natives have neither a word for
gratitude in their language, nor a sense of it towards Buropeans.
35. The advisability of introducing fountains and Turkish baths ?
36. Avy Malratta temales settled in Bengal ?
37. The causes of the rise in prwcg) in the district ?
1235
XXTIX.
Musuimaxns.

The Musulmans live among the Hindus, but are not of
them ; they even now are in Kurope objeets of much interest
to various nations, and in the middle ages they Ieft in Europe
undying memorials of their knowledge and progress in the
arts and social life. The Musulmans in Bengal read Bengali,
but speak a mixed dialect.

1. In what localities arc there Musulmans of Patain or Mogul
descent ?

2. In what districts have ITindus become proselytes to Muham-
madanism—how far by conviction ? how far by compulsion? or
from other causes ?

3. To what extent do the Musulmans differ in their soeial life,
hospitality, kindness to the poor, amusements, manuers and customs,
from the Hindus? do they practise polygamy or sensuality to a
greater extent than the Hindus? -

4. The number, education, emolaments and influence of Aujis and
Mullas in various localitics ?

5. To what extent have the Musulmans and Jlindus mutnally
adopted each other's religious and social practices??

6. How far have the residence and influence of Musulmans
diminished indu  swperstitions, as well as indeeent and eruel
practices?

7. 1s not the following Hindu practice of Musulman origin—

©
1 The trial by ordeal has been handed down in India from ancient times ; iv
was prevadent in Furope in the middle ages.—See Asiatie Rescarehes, Vol. 1, ‘
2 ?n Purnea, Hindus contuthute to the expense of the Mohurrum’; winle caste
has throughout Bengal obtuned a complete ascendaney over the Moslems,
!
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writing with the reed instead of the style or iron pen? other in-
stances?

8. How far have the strictness of Hindu caste and the casy terms
on which Musulmans received converts, contributed to oslem
proselytism ?

9. Is Muhammadanism on the increasc? how has it gained so
many converts from the ryof class?

10. Aro the following sects of Fukirs in lower Bengal, Benawas,
Takyahdars, Jalalis, Madari ?

11. Murids—many ? their conduct ? o

12. Many Ilajis ox pelgruns; do many go to Mecew {rom Bengal 2
by what route? do women often proceed? the cficet on them when
they return ?

13. Whatline of frade, profession or art, are Musulmans taking to?

1t. What ave the descendunts of the Moslem genfry doing; are
they beginning to apply to trade? do they seek Government employ 2
their influence ?

15, The number and endowments of Pirsthans: Durgaks ? are
many offerings made ?

16. How tar is Sufeyesm spreading, and among what classes ? any
sceret mectings among them ? much aseeticism 2—their text books 2—
has the Fedantie system intluenced Sufeyism in India? how far has
Christianity ?

17. Tiow far are the Ferazis an offshoot of the Wahabees? aro
they spreading beyond Furridepore ? are their influence and numbers
on the increase ?

18. Arc the Ramzan and other feasts obscrved as strictly now as
formerly ; if not, in what particulars?

19. Do the Ferazis practise widow remarriage ? what Musulman
ecremonies do they rejeet—is any conncection kept up by them with
Arabia? 7

20. The difference between Hindu and Musulman funerals, birth-
days, marriages, as to the number of ceremonics, expense, popularity ?

21. Tow did Musulmans in former days perscente the Hindus—hy
conferring oftice und landed property on couverts only—Dby rejecting
Hindu cvidence in Courts—by bringing 1lindu children up as
prosclytes ?

22. Are Saids numerous in Bengal? what estimation are they held
in?

23. In Musulman burial grounds, deseribe the various monuments
Brected, the state in which they are kept ?

24, In the marriage ceremonies are sitting in state—carrying and
applyiug tumeric—measuring for wedding garments, kept up ?
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25 Describe Kodali marnamt the Mohurrum ; Kadam? rasal ; Muz

Moborak.

26. Is the singing by Dervishes much practised ?
27. Any practical checks to frequent divoree ?
28. Cwrcumeision, the ccremonics and expense attending it in
different classes?
29. Is a musket fired at the Jirth of a male child?
30. Hindus or Musulmans, which arc stronger belicvers in
* witches, ghosts?

31. The numbers, profits, and social position of the Arab scamen
and Moguls who come to Caleutta and other ports for trade?

32. Ancedotes or MSS. illustrating the past and present social
condition of the Musulmans in Calcutta, Dacca, Hugly, Murshidabad,
Pandna?

33. Arc drinking habits on the inerease? the canses?

31. Arc women more secluded among Musulmans or Tindus?

35. Is the attachment of the Musulmans to their religion declin-
ing in proportion to the political decay of the Moslems ?

36. 1s the hatred between Shinhs und Sunis lessening?  ditto
between other Musulman scets ?

37. Deseribe the Musulman ceremonies at birth, cireumeision,
puberty, betrothal, marriages, funcrals, exorcism, as practised now
by different classes, and how different formerly ?

38. Is there as strict a regard to omens in travelling now as
formerly ?

39. The cffeets still remaining of former Moslem rule in Bengali,

-

XXX.
Tur Narve Pruss.

This power, though young at present, is gx‘n(]llnlfyf rising to
a giant’s streugth ; and even Young Bengal is coming vound
to acknowledge it to be a power, if not for himsclf, at least
for his wife and daughters, who, not requiring to be copyists,
do not need to work up a certain amount of China Buazar
Tinglish; the publication of half a million copics of Bengali
works in Calcutta annually for sale cannot be without its
effects. Tt is very desirable to procure manuscript literature,
such as ballads, proverbs, songs, family traditions. Of what,
great value, in an historical point of view to the Rajputs, are

the balluds of Chand ?
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1. The circulation and profits of the following works: Almanacs,
Panchalis or popular songs, tales.

2. Past and present patrons of native literature ?

3. The use of Vernacular Libraries in making known new publica-
tions and crcating a taste for reading ?

4. A list of the various libraries for natives established in the
Mofussil, their origin, success or failure, and tho causes? the classes
using them, the kind of books most popular ?

5. A sketch of the history of native edifors, past and present,
of the former editors of the Bhaskar, Chandrika, Purna Chandradayy
and Prabhakar newspapers in Caleutta ?

6. Tho native press, how far an index of the social, moral, and
intellectual condition of the people ?

7. The recent copyright law, in its action on native authorship ?

8. Bullads, are there many ? any very old? how fur illustrative
of customs, history, morals?!

9. The book trade, its profits, mode of seclling, canvassing,
advertising ?

10. Iwctures of the gods and goddesses, where sold, in what
numbers, by whom executed ? 2

11. Female book hawlkers, the number, what class of books do
they scll ?

12. The working of the Act against obscene publications ?

13. The practicability of procuring a volume of Anocdotes of native
soeiud life as drawn from their literature ?

11, Tt hay been afirmed that last century tho Bengalis had no
moral books, how far was that true?

XXXI.
PaNpITS.

Pandits once occupied more important positions in social
life than they do now. Many anccdotes are still afloat of the
wonderful acquisition in Sanskrit lore made by the Tarka-
lankars and others of former days, of the lengthened period

»

! Ballad hterature is not to be despised as an index of a popular mind, as Sir
W. Seott has shown with regard to the Scoteh, and Bp. Perey with respect to
the English ballads. .\ queen of Denmark, ten centunies ago, had the Il):mish
ballads published — they have lately been translated mto Enghsh, they are chiefly
Juitten by women, and®ieat of history, and legends,  The Guzerat Verneeular
Society inats report for 1849 states that ond of 1ts great objects was the collecting
and copying ancient MS, ballads and tales.

% It is caleulated there may be two hundred shops for the sale of these; now
Brahmanas and Khaistas come into the ficldyas book agents.
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of their grammatical studic§, their profound acquaintance with
the shastras, and their wonderful feats of memory. Their
influence and cmoluments arc on the decay ; the endowments
they formerly had, which cnubled them to maintain pupils
according to the Hindu rule, that the master is to support the
scholar, have been in many cases alicnated.  Lnglish educa-
tion also has called for a more practical and paying know-
ledge than Sanskrit, though the latter is of the utmost value
<for philological and antiquarian purposes.

Raja Krishna Chundra Roy of Nuddea was the Mecenas of
Pandits last century, and bestowed on them an immense
smount of land. Adams, in his reports on education, has
given us much information on the position of Pandits in 1835,
s0 has Buchanan amilton on those of Behar at the begin-
ning of this century.  Though pandit learning iy on the wane,
still it is to be wished that Sanskrit studics were placed in
this country on a proper basis—as a key to the chief ITndian
vernaculars—as a capital training in Philology—and as a
means of throwing a flood of light on the origin of nations :
how striking the fact, brought to light by Sanskrit, that the
Ilighlanders of Scotland, the priests of Russia, and the Brah-
mans of Benares, use radically the same language!

1. landits—illustrations of their abstruse studies, decp know-
ledge as well as extensive reading on subjects now little studied ?

2. The cmoluments, fees, and endowments of (ols (colleges), and
their influence over the pupils in various localitics ?

3. The various causes that have led to the decline ~f_ the emolu-
ments, influence, and studies of Pandits ?

4. Were Aithala brahmans numerous and influential in Bengal ?

5. Do Pandits, Puroliats, or Gurus gain more cmoluments, or have
greater influence ?

XXXIIL
Proverss.

Proverbs present a rich field in illustrating the social con-
dition of the people, as is pointed out in Frencl’s admirable
work on the Proverbs. * '

1, The origin of Vernacular Proverbs, how many are modern,
how many from the Sauskrit? |
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9. The extent to which they are ustd, which are local ?
3. Their contrast and similarity with Hindi, Urdu, Mahratta,

Telugu ?
4. Their resemblance to European Proverbs ?
5. Proverbs illustrating the moral and social condition of the

people.
6. Proverbs throwing any light on the history of the country?

XXXIII.
READERS.

In oricntal countries where the masses cannot read, it is
very common for the peoplo to assemble to hear one read a
book to them, and explain its more difficult passagoes ; illustra-
tions can be scen in the Arabian Nights.  Among the Bengali
this class of Readers or Reciters is called a Wathak.

1. The HAathaks; their number, mode of being trained, emolu-
ments and chiet localitics ; are they on the inercase or decrease ?
2. How far could the system be adopted of employing men hl\c
I (l//m/s to read interesting works ?
Vernacular lectures on popular subjeets illustrated with dia-
grams, pictures, the desirableness and practicability of having thewn?

XXXTV.
RucrraTions—-Mustc.

Music, <i-#® the days of Orpheus, as well as before, has
exercised o mighty spell on the popular mind : we know the
famous saying “ Give me the making the ballads of a nation,
and I will give you the making its Jaws.”  Sir W. Jones has
written well on Hindu music and has vindicated its claims,
though Jiuropeons and Asiatics will never agree on this point.

There is a Bengali work on this, but I have ‘met very few
pandits that could explain it.

1. The populare somgs in use, their description, ‘number and
mﬂumcc ?
2. An account of the most popular ballad writers?
3. Any English music likely to bg popular in this country ?
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4. Any men corresponding with the Bhats of Rajputana or the
wandering minstrels of Europe in the middle ages ?*

5. The numbers, profits of musicians who play for hire, their
different classes?

6. Aro athletic exercises as much practised now as formerly ?

7. How fur do Bengalis sleep more than Englishmen ??

8. What English games or athletic excrcises might be naturalised
in India?

9. The advantage of having a half holiday on Saturday?

« 10. Field sports, as fowling, fishing, riding, pigeon fancying, kite
flying, how far practised ?

11. Gambling, various kinds of—numbers of gamblers—gains—
gambling houses ?

12. The mode of spending the erenings among cducated natives?
much discussion on politics or religion ?

13. Arc feats of skill, such as balancing a row of water-pots on
the head, dancing on poles, balancing, tumbling, rope-dancing,
sleight of hand, common ?

14. Native musieal instruments, the various ones, by what classes
used ? the ones most popular?

15. Analysis of Vernacular books on music ?

16, Cock fighting, bulbul fighting, ram fighting, how fur practised?

17. The Windu notation of music® any music on Furopean
notation ; any counterpoint, deseribe the varions ragas; any harp?

18. Listening to tales, and riddles of an evening, how far practised ?

19. Various modes of swinining practiscd, can any women swim ?

XXXV.
Skers. -

Without trenching on theological controversy, there is a
wide field in considering the social influence of the various
scets of Ilindus and Musulmans. Professor Wilson has
almost exhausted the theological part of the question in his
claborate work on the *“Scets of the Iindus,” but there is
much to fill up in the social part.

! In Behar zillah those Bhats rank next to the military- tribes, amount to 580
families, most of which have endowments in land,  “They are very impudent'
fellows, and when any one offends them, they make an image of cloth, and call
it by their enemy's |>mtut§w."

2T ention this as the Bengalis sit pp late.
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1. How far are the Paisknabs ahchd of other scets in clevating
the people or women, or in prosclyting? have they made any pro-
selytes among Muhammadans? their ceremonies for the initiation of
converts ?

2. The extent of the Gurw's power and emoluments now? do
they travel far? tho greatest number of disciples any have? their
visits, instruction, morals? the various kinds of Upadesh they whisper
into the ear?

3. The dutics, influence and punishment of the Dalpati ?

4. Is this remark of Wilson correct: ‘In Bengal tho Lingum
worship has no hold on the people’s affections, it is not interwoven
with their amuscments, nor must it be imagined that it offers any
stimulus to impure passions.” Lecture 1. 22.

5. The Saktas, their mystical diagrams, rites, and gesticulations ?

6. Lingamites, arc their pricsts Jangams? are any Sudras?

7. Was Sati practised more among Saktas or Vaishnabs ?

8. Who worship Ola Bibi (the goddess of cholera), when did it
begin, and in what districts is it observed ? ditto of Shitola, of the
Kurta Bhojas, of Dakin Ray, of Gazi?

9. What scets originating in the Upper Provinees have followers
in Bengal, and what Bengali seets have adherents in the Upper
Provinces ?

10. Is the Tantrie system spreading ? its social influcnee ?

11. The three leading divisions of Hindu moenks ? how far do they
observe caste ?

12. Among what sccts is Pantheism spreading—is it spiritual or
material pantheism ?

13. The resemblanees and differences between Pantheism and
Sufyism ?

11. The nymber of sccts among the Musulmans ? their respective
social influcnees ?

XXXVI.
SERVANTS.

1. Do natives keep the same number of servants as Europcans in a. .
corresponding runk of lifc? how do their pay, treatment, work,
differ in the service of Europeans, East Indiuns, indus, and Musul-
mans ?

2. The state of slaves in former days—their price and trcatment 21

L]

! Slavery was once very prevalent in Bengal, and especially in Behar; the
Musulmaus in the latter place, forbidden by their religion to purchase a freeman,

in order to give a sop to their conscience, call it taking a lease of a man for ninety
years, .
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3. The couscs that servants in Caleutta and other parts in India
are said to be inferior to what they used to be—is it that those who
govern ill are served ill?

4. How far is the practice of cxchanging certificates of character
carried ?

5. Chubdars (macemen) their numbers and pay in former days?
when did their numbers become less ?

6. Anccdotes, illustrative of the number, treatment, and cost of
slaves in Bengal in former times.

7. How far arc the rules of custe among servants really such ?
how far arc they an invention for their own case and profit? (In
Madras, the land of real caste, one servant docs the work of many).

8. Ayahs, their castes, Lmulnmu\ts, morals ?

9. The moral and social cffect of so many scrvants being separated
from their wives and families? is it like the Scoteh boothy system ?

XXXVIT.
TRAVELLING.

Though pilgrimages may have conduced to encourage the
Hindus to a love of adventure and to season them to lhuds]up,
still there is among Bengulis a strong clinging to their native
place and their bhdilok, and yet Bengalis are found like Jews
everywhere in India, but with better effeet now than what
Hamilton records “of the Caleutta Babus sent to Dinagepore,
which is invaded by strangers from Calcutta, most of them
rapacious as kites, and cager to accumulutc fortuncs in order
to be able to retire to thur native country.” Ve trust that
onc of the effeets of the railroad will be to lead a different
kind of Bengalis to visit Behar, viz., the educated native who
wishes to see the remains of the former greatness of his
country, as seen in the Buddhist ruins of Behar, the Ilindu
monuments of Benares, the Moslem grandeur of Agra and
Delhi, the beauteous scenery in tho valley of the Soanc and
the Jain buildings of Rajputana, with the wide Champaign
of Rewa—wo hope this Indian grand {our may be considered
necessury 1o crown a book cducation.! '

! From Katamandu to Indore, the Dengali Babu is the copying muchine in
offices; in Benares alone there are aboug, 7000 Bengalis settled.
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1. Do the Bengalis travel more thaw the Bekar men ? is their love
to it on the increase ¢

2. Do pilgrimages in Bengal contribute more to a travelling spirit
than in the Agra Presidency ? ‘

3. Is much correspondence kept up between Bengulis located in the
Agra Presidency and their fricnds in Bengal ?

4. How far is cheap postuge leading the lower classes to a desire
to learn to write and read.

5. Different kinds of lodging houses for travellers, their various
prices—accommodation—are they over crowded—do scenes of vigg
or robbery often oceur ?

6. Railways, their cffects on third class travellers, in lessening
caste prejudices—enlarging the powers of observation—promoting
social comfort—how tar are women availing themselves of them ?

7. News, the various modes of procuring and publishing?

8. DLlanting trees by the road sides, how far practised in ancient
and modern times ?

9. The causes leading to natives emigrating to the Mauritius and

other parts ?
XXXVITL
VemicLEs.

1. The various changes in shape the pelankeen has undergone.'

2. Mow far is it feasible to introduce into lower Bengal the use
of the e/ia, which is both cheap and expeditious?

3. Lulki bearers, in Caleutta—their numbers, mode of life, loca-
litics, character, profit—their native country—many from Behar ?
Chard walles ditto ditto.?

4. Syees in Calcutta ditto ditto—werc not syces formerly more
swift of foot 22

5. The o 48 of the shape of the present Airanchis. 1s it taken
from old Knglish coaches ?

XXXIX.
Workixng Crasses.

In England, much interest has been taken in the working
classes, us the great pillars of the social system.
In India in the present state of things, the working classes

! Tast eentury they were arched,

21]” Beiliny the esb diivas, while waiting for a fare, arc to bo often scen
readng,

2 The author of Seri Mutalherim writes that they make nothing of following
and preceding Englishmen on « full gallop, aud that common servants have been
scen who would run down a hare. .
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afford a finc field for education and social improvement, as
their improved social condition, the rise of wages, and their
wants lead them to feel a stronger desire for education and its
accompaniments ; to them a knowledge of reading, writing,
and arithmetic, is rendered by their daily occupations a matter
of necossity, while a little colloquial English would in somne
cases be of use to them.  What they especially need is not a
smattering of book English, but a sound vernacular education,
¢mbracing the clements of mathematics and manufacturing
skill, on the plan of the commereial schools in England, from
which, a smattering of Lutin has been excluded.  How many
eminent men have risen from this class, such as Stephenson
and Hugh Miller, an encouragement to others; like as in the
French army, cvery soldicr is said to carry the baton of ficld
marshall in his knapsack, or in Russia where several million-
aires were originally serfs. In Jehanabad a century ago a
Musulman tailor founded a scet composed of Musulmans
and Hindus, who respeet the Koran and Shastras’; this tailor
composed 18 sacred books in Hindi, and his followers now
amount to 20,000.  Iubir, sprung {rom a weaver family, was
the founder of one of the greatest scets in north India, while
among the village gods worshipped in Behar are those who
were boatmen, domes, oilmen.  Chandra Gupta’s maternal
grandfather was a barber.

The London Working Men’s College, cstablished in 1854,
has 270 students in Mathematics, Drawing, Irench, Natural
IListory ; there are other Colleges in Manchebisg, alifax,
having among their alumni, carpenters, shoe-makers, weavers,
tailors, porters.  When will Bengal have hers—the working
men now can scarcely read. When is India to have the
literature of labour-—like that of Burns the bard and plough-
man—Clare the peasant poct—-Ilogg the shepherd poet—
Cooper the shoemaker poet—DMiller the stoncmason geologist.
Hood’s literature of labour and the achicvements of mind
among the cottage, or “mind among the spindles ” suggest
many reflections on this.

1. Weavers, their numbers, profits, social position, localitics; do
maony read ; have many risen in the world?
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2. Tuwilors, are all Musulmans?

3. Shoemakers, do any become rich ? is the prejudice against them
declining ?

4. Potters, why inferior to those of former days ?

5. Dyers, different kinds and nature of dyes?

6. Masons and Stonr cutters, are they chictly immigrants ?

7. Smiths, the profits and social position of various classcs us
coppersmith, tinsmith, blacksmith, goldsmith.

8. Confectioners, any poisonous matter used in their colouring
confectionery ?

9. Bookbinders, any Hindus, if not, why ?

10. Shoplkeepers, why so many readers among them > what class in
soriety o they come from ?

11. Zdol makers, their localitics, profits, numbers ?

12. Firework makers, ditto.

13. Pansaries, or Grocers, ditto.

14, Instances of Rerolutions in trade in this country from change
of employment, liko that in Kurope among weavers, manuseript
copycrs, coach proprictors ?

15. Instances among the working elasses of men who have risen
to wealth or social distinetion, or who have educated their sons well?

16. Is the Skilpa Shastre in use among any priests ?'

17. Any strikes among the workuy classes ?

18. The muddleman system, its cvils ?

Among the most thriving trades is that of keepers of tatties,
who profit as much by this dirty work as English undertakers
do by their other division of it. T have heard of some of those
men near Dharamtola bazar, Caleutta, who carn between two
and three hyndred rupis monthly. In the Congress General
of Iygicnie in France, 1852, one resolution passed was, “That
the instruction of the young in the labouring classes ought to
comprisesall which relates to the cleanliness of their person
and of their dwellings, to the benefits resulting from good
ventilation and the evils arising from humidity.”  There is
on the Continent the Association International de Bienfais-
ance, whose main objects arc to bring into relationship all
interested in the condition of the working clusses, reformatory
institutions unde popular cducation.

! Tt 15 so among certan stonemasons in Behar zillah.

»
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by the internal foree of the things themselves, have landed,
like the blind men in the story who quarrelled about the ap-
pearance of an elephant, in unwln\mns the most absurd and ridien-
lous. The story vuns thus -~ Tn a certain country, there existed
a village of blind men, who had heard of an amazing animal
called the clephant, of the shape of which, however, thvy could
form noidea. One day an clephant passed through the place;
the villagers erowded to the'spot where the animal was standing,
and one of them scized his trunk, another his ear, another his tail,
another onc of his legs.  After thus endeavouring to gratify their
enyiosity they returned into the village, and sitting down together,
began to communicate their ideas on the shape of the elephant to
the villagers; the man who had seized his trunk said he thought
the animal must be like the hody of the plantain tree; he who had
ouched his ear was of opinion that he was like the winnowing
fan ; the man who had laid hold of his tail said he thought he
muab resemble a snake ; and he who had caught his leg deelared
he must be like a pllln An old Llind wan of some Jjudgment
was present, who. though greatly perplexed in attempting to
reconcile these jarring notions, at length said 1~ You have all been
to examine the animal, and what you report, thevetore, cannot. be
false; T suppose then that the part resewbling the plantain tree
must be his trank ; what  you th(mw]ut similar to a fan
nust be his car; the part like a snake mmst he the tail, and
that like a pillar must be his leg.” In this way the old man,
uniting all their conjectares, made out qnmutlnnw of the form of
the elepha,nt » " The same caution and ]ud«rmcnt, is necessary  to
make out something of the form and shape of that huge animal
called Hindu Society, from the scattered and fragmentary rela-
tions of foreign writers, who see a bit here and a bit there, and
assume the nature of the whole. But while these writers are
apt to fall into grave inaceuracies and misrepresentations,
Nutive authors are not free from another kind of blemish, though
the more harmless of the two, namely, of slurring over important
matters as trivial and common.  This arises. according to a na-
tural law, from the loss of the power of observation of familiar
object.. What can be a more significant proof of this than that,
while we behold the most glorious and awe-striking phenomena
which the heavens daily present to our eyes, the sun, moon, and
the stars in their diurnal conrse, with indifierence and unconcern,
the appearance of a stranger in the ethercal canopy,a comet or a
falling star, fixes the gaze of wmillions of wondering specta-
tors, and leads them almost involuntarily to associate theiv dus-
unies, their earthly happiness and misery with the appearance

t



Of the Hindus. H

of that strange and uncommon phenomenon.  Thus it is that
while the most important concerns of life, hecause of their daily
recurrence, oscape notice and observation, the most trivial novel-
ties have an al]-:xbsorhing, an all-engrossing interest for the
human mind. To writers, therefore, on the concerns of their own
nation or family, nothing can be of greater value than the power
of discriminating between what is really important and what is
trivial, while to forcign authors the power of avoiding hasty
generalizations is a gift and a merit of a very high order.

I proceeding to consider the various phases #hich the domes-
tic cconomy of the Hindus presentsto the eye of an observer,the
(uestion suggests itsclf, what ave the several obligations resting on
the members of a fumily, the aggregate of which constitutes that
economy, and whenee do those obligations derive their sanction ?
Nature, in her bounty, has implanted in the human mind certain
passions and affeetions, which, as an equal and a common rule for
their actions, guide them without distinction of country, sect or
religion, towards their happiness and well-being.  These domestic
affcetions are the basis of certain duties which, as fathers and sons,
mothers and daughters, husbands and wives, brothers and sisters,
masters and servants, we owe to each other. By some nations these
dutics have been codified or reduced to Statute law, while by
others, though known and practised universally, they are left in
the form of mere common or unwritten law. With the Hindus,
the Jove of codification, "it seerns, was carvied to an inordinate
length, for the minutest social dutics and obligations have been
recorded with an unmistakeable force and clearness, together with
the penaltics involved in their violation. The most complete code
is that which bears the name of Manu, and which, according to
modern researches into Hindu antiquities, was drawn up in the
ninth century before Christ.  That Code, however, has been
considered by some historians, not as a picture of the real state of
socicty at the time when it was drawn up, but as designed to sdt
forth “the jdea in the mind of the legislator what the state of
society ought to be inder Hindu institutions.  © Its injunctions,”
says Blphinstone, “are drawn from the model to which it is
Wished to raise the community, and its prohibitions from the
Worst state of crime which it was possible to apprehend.”  Surely,
all logislation proceeds to a cortain extent upon assumption and
he caleulation of possible contingencies ; but of’ those conlingencies
existing society must always atford cortain positive indications,
for all human knowledge is but experience, and all huwnan fore-
sight a deduction f that experience.  If' there are no such
lndications, the contemplation of a Laseless fabric is altogether
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j intpossible-in the human mind.  The lostitutes of Manu must,
! therefore, be accepted as a'just reflex of the actual condition of
the. people of ancient India, and though that condition has under-
_gone certain important and noticcable alterations through the
several religious and social revolutions, which have from time to
time taken place, yet the accord in the social laws, hubits, and
manners of the present generation with those deseribed in the
Code of 2,700 years ago. is in the main so exact that it would
appear that Manu still reigns suprene, and who can say that he
does not ? Are 18t the rites and ceremonies to which living Hindus
stil adhere, are not their daily rractices at howe and abroad, in
conformity to the laws of Mahu? Are not their hearths and home- '
© steads, their social etiquette, their out-door intercourse with each
other, all governed by the Jaws of Manu ? To Manu, therefore, one
must ook for the solution of any social problems which may
arise in connection with Hindu institutions past and present.

Among the domestic virtues, duties or obligations, by what-
ever name they may be called, which devolve upon the constituent
members of a Hindu family, the velative duties of parents and
children first deserve attention  To o Hindu father, a son is an
object of religious valpe. He is not only the light and comfort
of his eye in this world, but the iustrument of his salvation in the
next. In the Udye Bidga, it is said, © since a son delivers his
tather from the hell called puf, therefure he is named pattre
by the sel-existent himself” A childless man caimot eseape
perdition.  To die, therefore, without issue is vegarded as one of
the greatest of all calamities It is for this reason that the
birth of & male child is attended with greater rejoicing and
merriment in o Hindu houschold than the birth of o daughter.
In addition, theretore, to natural atfection, veligion lends its weight
in increasing the value of male childven. They wre, therefor,
repred up in the midst of tenderness, affeetion, and cavesses
which are carried to such an extravagant length that they some-
times do more harm than good to the objects upon which they |
are lavished. Hindu parents do not fore their children ; they |
caress and spoil them. In them they love the trophies of their
vanity, the pastime-of their idleness, the fancied instruments of
a mistaken salvatfon.  Bedecked with pearls and gold, the Hindu
child in its infancy contracts habits of pomp und show which
in manhood cannot be useful either to himself or to society.  The
fondness of Iindu parents for adorning their children with gold
and jewels is so inovdinate that a person oceupying a very
humble position in socicty, doiug no more honorable business
than that of a collecting sivear and savning only Rs 16 a montl,
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is obliged by social tyranny and convention to buy at his son'’s
annaprashan (or the ceremony for' initiating the child in rice-
cating) at least 20 sicen weight of gold (value Rs. 820), which
the neighbouring goldsmith is ready to convert into trinkets for
the occasion. It is known of a man who actually raised money tor
celebrate this pleasing rite by mortgaging his ancestral domicile,
the only one he had en earth to put his head under.

A Hindu father’s duties to his son are various and multiform,
the principal of which are the ceremonial rites. These aré the
annaprashan or the eating of rice, the churakaran or the shaving
of the head and the boring of the ears, the upanayana or the assvANp-
tion of the sacerdotal ti¥ead, and libakn or innrriage, cach of
these ceremonies involving counsiderable expense, and which a man’s
vanity sometimes leads him to give giguntic propottions to, often
Leyond his means.  The  obligation of parents to marry their sons
seews, however, the creation of the modern S8kastras, for no men-
tion is made of it by Manu. On the eontrary, texts occur in his
ede which would give a man the liberty and choice of marriage
without parental influence. “ A man,” says Manu, * aged
30 years, may marry a givl of 12, i/ ke fiud one dear to his hewrt,”
1t plainly indicates that in the age of Manu, every young man
could marry, according to his own sweet will, the object of his
choice, without being hampered by pavental authority. 'The same
liberty, it appears, was exteuded on the side of young women. “ Three
years let a dawsel wait,” says Manu, * though she be marriagoable,
but after that term let her choose for herself a bridegroom of
cqual rank.””  Further, * if, not being given in marriage, she choose
her bridegroom, neither she nor the youth chosen commits any
offence.” It was not perhaps till Koolinism was invented, at a very
vecent period of Hindu socigty, that the valued prerogative of
man to marry at the pleasure of his own will was transterred
to parental shoulders, which have ever siuce been doomed to sustain
all the hurden of their children, even at the risk of supporting
them in idleness. Under the present regime, Hindu parents are
wot only required to maintain their sons and families, but a
woval obligation is almost imposed upon them by the tacit con-
sent of society to find adequate provisiod for them in life, accord-
ing to their own rank and dignity, Thus, all sense of independ-
ence and self-exertion is snapped asunder, and we find in many
Hindu familics of wealth and rank grown-up young men, who
might have been the pride and ornament of their families and
their country, withering in sensualism and inanity. The gross
dependence of ehildren on theiv parents, their complete helpless-
ness and incapacity to make their own way, is chicfly characteristic
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of the Hindus of this country, whose encrgies are paralyzed, whose
enterprise is cramped hy nothing so much as parental fondness
and parental government.  The views on this subject of one of the
wost distinguished writers on Political Economy of the day, which
may at first sight appear to orthodox Hiudus novel and strange,
because not in accordance with their pre-conceived ideas, are
nevertheless well worthy of their attention. |

“ The duties of parents to their children,” says John Stuart
Mill, “ are those which are indissolubly attached to the fact of
causiug the existence of a human being. The parent owes to
socety bo endeavour to make the child a good and valuable mem-
ber of it, and owes to the children to fhovide, so far as depends
upon him, such education and such appliances and means as will
enable thew torstart with a fair chanee of achieving by their own
exertions a successful life.  To this every child has a eclaim, and
I cannot admit that as a child he has a claim to more. There is a
case in which these obligations present themselves in their true
light, without any extrinsic ciremmstances to disguise or confuse
them ; it is that of an illegitimate child. 'To such a child it is
generally felt that there is due from the parent the amount of pro-
vision for his welfare, which will enable himn to make his life, on
the whole, a desirable one. 1 hold that to no child as such any
thing more is due than what is admitted to be due to an illegiti-
mate child ; and that no child for whomn this much has been done
has, unlegs on the score of previously raised expectations, any
grievance if the remainder of the parent’s fortune is devoted to
public uses, or to the benefit of individuals on whowm, in the
parent’s opinion, it is better bestowed.”

Mr. Mill's argument may jar against the affectionate feelings
of Hindu parents ; but it is still suggestive -of a very important
consideration, namely, whether the thought of making provision
for children, over and above what is necessary to enable them to
start in life, should be allowed Lo act as a dead weight on a man’s
capacity and desire to do public good.  The Hon'ble Mr. Maine,
in his addressat the convocation of the Caleutta Univer-
sity in 1865, publicly Jamented the want of Native liberality
on this side of India, and bronght forward in strong contrast
instances of Parsce munificence towards public and useful objects.
"The explamation of this ditference Letween the publie spirited-
ness of the tworaces may perhaps be found in the importance :
that is given by the people of this country to founding a family
fortune to the exclusion of objects of public benefit. 1t 13
not to be understood, however, that parents should he alto-
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gether mindless of making a pecuniury provision for their children,
hut that such provision should be made within certain defined
limits, so that the claims of society upon cach individual member
for his share of contribution to the public weal may not be overw
looked.  “In order to give the children,” says Mill, « that fair
chance of a desirable existence to which they are entitled, it is
gencrally necessary that they should not be bronght up from child-
hood in habits of luxury, which they will not have the means
of indulging in after-life.”  And yet this is a duty which is often
most flagrantly violated by those of our countrymen who have
terminable incomes—Government clerks and other office-holdery
who have little or no property to leave.  When the children of
rich pavents have lived, as it is natural they should do, in habits
corvesponding to the scale of expenditure in which the parents
indulge, it is generally the duty of parents to make agreater pro-
vision for them than would suffice for children otherwise brought
up.  But allowing that those children have a just ground of com-
plaint who have been brought up to require luxuries which they
are not afterwards likely to obtain, and that their elaim, therefore,
is good to a provision bearing some relation to the mode of their
bringing up, yeb it is really no grievance to any man if, for the
means of marrying and supporting & family, he has to depend
on hix own exertions  Hindu parents, by marrying their children
at an carly age, unduly incur the responsibility of supporting
them and their fanilies, thereby giving rise to a system of family
dependence, the effeets of which were most correetly deseribed
by the How'ble Mr. Phear at a recent mecting of the Bethune
Socicty. It raises ap a body of hangers-on on the bounty of the.
head of the family, ereatcs a fecling of dependence and servile
submission among the receivers of that bounty, and withholds
from society the services of many of its members, who might
otherwise have added te the labour and eapital of the country by
strugeling for theiv own means of livelihood. The vanity of
marrying one’s children is, however, a madern peculimity of our
system. which does not derive its sanction trom Manu, and it is
thercfore to be hoped that it will ngt be Joug before this custon,
whieh continues in existence from the. pleasing etfect it has on
the winds of parents, will cease to be countenanced: by the more.
enlightened section of onr commnunity, who are themselves heads
of tamilies and fathers ot children, and who can regulate their
“ conduet, unfettered by custom or prejudice, on the most apprnved,
prineiples of politicpl economy and justice.
* But the most important of parental duties ix that of finding
asobind, comprehensive, and practical education for one’s children,
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so that as individuals, social beings, and citizens they may fulfil
with honor and eredit the great ends of their existence,  Educas
tion in Ancient India, during the times of Brabwinical ascend-
ancy, was confined to the privileged classes alone, namely, the
Brahmins, the Kshatryas, and the Vaishyas, or the three great
divisions of society—the priests, the soldiers, and the merchants,

The first devoted a life-time under the roof of their preceptor
to the learning of the Vedas, and the rites and saerifices ordained
in them. The most rcigid’ diseipline and pious austerities were
imposed upon the disciples, caleulated to subdue their passions and
elevate their minds ahove the crosser wants and desires of human
nature. They were thus eminently fitted for the performance of
religions ceremonies in all households, and mixed frecly with
the female members, who prepared clavified butter, milk, and
curds, and assisted generally in the preparations for the holy
offerings.

The education of the Kshatryas, or the military class, con-
sisted in a knowledge of the use of arms and of the principles of
government. A Kshatrya, aceording to Mamu, must exeelin the use
of arms.  He must protect the weak from the strong, esponse the
cause of the oppressed and the forlorn, honor women and virbue,
and pledge his sword always in the right cause. The Kshatryas
were, in a word, the efira/ry of Ancient India. They faced
dangers with unconcern ; they endwred fatizne and trouble
with a cheerful heart, and they dared to do what  men will
dare when the soft and bewitching eyes of woman gleam along

their path.

The education of Vaishyas consisted in a knowledge of
agriculture and of thg rules of commerce -~

“ Let the Vaishya,” says Menu. “ having been girt with his
proper sacrificial thread and having mayried an equal wite, e
always attentive to his business of agriculture and trade, and to
that of keeping cnttle.

“Of gems, pearls, and coral, of iron, of woven cloth, of per-
fumes and of liquids, let him well know the prices, both high
and low! .

“Let him be skilled likewise in the time and mauner of
sowing seeds, and in the bad or good qualities of land ; let him
also perfectly know the correct modes of measuring aud weigh-
ing, e execllence or defects of commodities. the advantages and
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disadvantages of different vegions, the probable cain or loss on
vendible goods, and the means of "breeding cattle with large
augmentation.

“Let him know the just wages of scrvants; the various
dialects of men, the best way of keeping goods, and whatever
else belongs to purchase and sale.”

Thus, in the age of the institutes of Manu, which intervened
between the settlement of the Aryan conguerors on the plains of
the Gangetic valley and the complete establishment of sacerdotal
authority over the affairs of the settlers, were the duties of gach
class definitively arranged, and followed with inviolate pre-
cision and regularity. Kach of these classes of society had its own
teachers and preceptors, and the marked boundaries which divided
one class from another could not be trenched upon with impunity.
the transgressor being tried, convicted, and punished according ta
the law of the land. The age, however, which is now passing over
our heads is the precursor of a social revolution, the inevitable
tendency of which is to leaven into one mass the divided interests
of the country, to sweep away the traces of those ignoble barriers
which divide and disintegrate the great Arvyan family into petty
sections,  Hmiting  and  restricting the aspiration of cach
within certain narrow limits, which are jealously watched and
guarded by tha defenders of the system  of caste.  But the
foree of education has already cffeeted a wide breach  throngh
these ancient battlements, and a yonthful band, composed ot all
classes, untrammelled by the associations and prejudices of their
aste-loving aucestors, are eagerly pressing forward to establish a
commonwealth of their own, where each may follow his avocation
according to  his own taste and inclination, without being
hampered by the vonventional rules and usages of a by-gone
age But until this social revolution ig an accomplished fact,
the evils of a transition state must be meekly borne. The
choice of a profession being no longer dictated by the au-
thority of state or religion, young men from all classes whose
forefathers were either weavers or buuneals, cavpenters, braziers
or blacksmiths, flock to our schools and eolleges, chicfly those
that are supported by missionary enterprise, and with high
academic honors blooming fresh apon them, disdain to revert
to the occupations of their forefathers and thus, without any
defivite ain or object before their eyes, sink into the condition
of unpractical or uscless members of society, swelling at the
mgst the ranks of Arancedom and accepting the minimum
salaries which an overstocked market and an open competition
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! naturally bring  about  The pursurt of A’ﬂone@e, for ity
. own sake is no doubt as valuable to the meanest artizan, who
" has to depend for his bread upon the sweat of his brow, as to
. the possessor of a princely fortune, who can cultivate letters and
science without being harassed by the cares of gaining a sub-
sistence. But the inequality of condition and rank is almost a
natural barrier against mere literary pursuits to the humbler
classes, who recruit the ranks of artizans and manufacturers in
all countries, and must be set primarily before the eyes of all
perents in those classes for the due protection of the interests of
their children. The weaver, the carpenter, the brazier, and the
blacksmith who send their sons to an English scheol cannot
direct their attention to the study of literature and philo-
sophy without disqualifying them for their own and those other
practical professions by which they can earn an honest and
independent livelihood, and thereby prove themselves useful
and valuable members of society. Our system of natural educa-
tion is already defective as regards the cxclusion of the practical
arts and sciences, and the undue preponderance given to the
luxuries of literature, which should be rescrved alone for the
rich and those higher classes who cannot take to any of the
handicrafts or those manual employments which are considered the
legitimate occupations of the poorer and humbler classes of Indian
society, may fairly be regarded as a deterrent clement in the
social progress of the nation. But rank or social status here is
not determined merely by wealth or affluence, which may be the
distinguishing marks of a gentleman among other nations. So
long as the system of caste survives, the order of precedence
will be taken, according to the supposed original division of the
human race into classes by divine ordinance. A Brahmin
is superior to a gentleman, for his persoh is sacred, and his
occupation the study of the divine sciences. A Kshatrya is a
warrior and a protector from ill, and a military spirit is incom-
atible with, and disqualified for, mechanical employments. The
aishya, whose profession comsists in commerce, will engage1
himself in husbandry, or attendance on cattle, but will not stoop
to any of the manufacturing professions, which are exclusively
the business of the mixed tribes, and are therefore considered more
dishonorable than agricultural pursuits. A true gentleman in
the proper sense of the term comes from the Sudra class. Inferior
to the three first tribes as vegards social rank, position, and
privileges, he is as much above and superior to the mixed
tribes as the Brahmins are to him.  Among the sevegal familiesvof
the Sudua class the Kayasthas are the most pre-eminent, claiming, as
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they do, their descent from the five men who attende and content
invited from Kanya Koolya. The word Hazyastha lition to which
the stayer at home from Kdya Sansthita* Hence it min the house
man, & persen who does no business, stays at home, and the boon !
household according to his means and circumstances e change, but '
subsistence at the most waits on princes and monaes of her hus-
an honorarium for the performance of the clerical © them, which
courts. Among the Bengal Kuyasthas, three families. Taught by
rank, and eight the ‘second. The rest, comprising e, her future
families, are of inferior rank, and assume titles co:itmnnch in
whole Sudra tribe. The three first families, who arehips, ?md to
who are the real gentry among the Hindus, are the associations
Boses, and the Mittras. The next eight who hold the sterday had
are the families of Dey, Dutt, Kara, Palita, Sen, Singh, ] training
Each of these classes is noted for certain peculiarities od which, it
which the Ghuttucks or Hindu genealogists are loud in pion of the
The Ghoses and Boses are the most admired for theirs of social
of disposition and overflowing charity ; the Mittras arat if intel-
most shrewd and crooked in their ways of dealing, - it would
Dutts ave ridiculed for their jealousy and envy of jan thata
position and rank of the first three tribes. The pride ofdofthose
strong in them all that, except serving their king and thander the.
in the capacity of counsellors, writers and accounta intellaty
will not follow any of the mechanical professions or ha go frafis
which are assigned only to men of inferior birth. For instance,
the Kumbhakara or potfer, the Tantravya or weaver, are said to '
be sprung from a Brahmin by a gitl of the Kshatrya class, The
Kansakara or brazier, and the *Sankhakara or worker in shells, are
said to be born of a Vaishya woman by a man of the sacerdotal class,
The Karmatara or smith, the Dussa or mariner, are sprung from a
servile man by a woman of the military elass. The handala from
aSudra father and a Brahmin mother, his profession being to carry
out corpses, and to exccute criminals, and officiate in other ahject
employments for the public service. The* musician, the painter,
and the seulptor belong to classes sprung from intercourse between
the first and second tribes. Thus employment in handicrafts
and manufactyres is associated with inferiority of birth, which
precludes the purer tribes, Brahmins, Kshatryas, Vaishyas, and the
original Sudras, from such occupations. The consequence of
educating all the classes, whether pure or mixed, has been that
while the latter, abandoning their own arts and professions, have
incroached upon the province of the former, the men who have
—a

* Colebrooke on the Indian Classes.
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 htherto mojfopolized- the learned professions to whom  caste
“ dearer than ffe and who sactifice its.comforts and convenience
" at the altar o§family rank and pride, are t?:e chief quﬂ‘erers ; while
on the other fhand the value of mechanical employments from
want of labouers in the ficld has gone up so high that articles o
common use ffe not to be had at even four times their original

s of Hindu parents to their female children are of

kind. They are to support them till they are
at them kindly, to keep them always in a pleasing
rn them with jewels, to instruct them in household
o0 give them in marriage to worthy persons.  Under
the roof of fheir parents, Hindu girls are treated with the utmost
tenderness| for the idea of separation at marriage heing always
present intife minds of the parents, they are ever watchful of
the happitess of ‘their daughters. With his exuberance of fancy,
Kalidasa Yas invested one of these parting scenes with a tender-
ness and pathos which are as inimitable as they are true to
ven the prosaic historian, Mr. Mill, has succumbed to
its influevee.  “The scene,” he says, “which takes place when
Sacontalgis about to leave the peaceful hermitage where she had

8 very simy]
married, to

fritnds, ger affectionate parting with the domestic animals she
had “tenled, and even the flowers and trees in which she had
delighted, breathe more than pastoral sweetness.” These affectionate
parting scenes ocenr ahinost in every Hindu family in which there
are marriageable daughters, and indicate the love and affection
which their parents cherish towards them. The declaration in
Manu, that “by a girl or young woman, or by a woman ad-
*vanced in years, nothing must be done, even in her own dwelling- |
‘house, according to her mere pleasnre,” does not imply, as is apt !
to be supposed by European readers of the text, the existence
a Hindu household of unworthy restraints on the actions and |
desires of unmarried women ; they arc such only as parents should
impose on their daughters to rear them up in virtue and those
noble qualities, both of mind and heart, which are a woman'’s best
ornaments. There was a time when education of a very high
order was given to our daughters, and which fitted them to hold
Swayamvaras, at which they were permitted to choose their own
husbands after trying them by their own standard of learning
But though the practice of educating their intellect has fallen
into desuetude, the moral training which they yet receive under
the paternal roof is capable of producing those swect-tempeted
and amiable angels who adorn our households.  The best proof we

' \l{?{i)ily pent her youth, her expressions of tenderness to her
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have of the effects of such training is the perfect ease and content
fwith which a Hindu girl reconciles hetself to the situation to which
she finds herself suddenly transferred after marrigge in the house
of her husband. Isolated from parents and relatives, and the boon
companions of her youth, she does not at all regret the change, but
is a picture of humility and submission to the relatives of her hus-
pand, and at once contracts that love and affection for them, which
are to continie unbroken through her whole existence. Taught by
the anxious mother to anticipate, even when too young, her future
destiny, the Hindu girl evinces no ordinary moral strength in
being able to form mnew associations and relationships, ang to
throw her whole life and soul into them, as if the associations
and relationships from which she was parted only yesterduy had
never existed. It is the result of the severe moral training
which Hindu mothers give to their daughters, and which, if
allowed to combine with a sound and healthy education of the
intellect, could not fail to add infinitely to those charms of social
behaviour of which they are now the possessors.  But if intel-
lectual culture were only an alternative to moral training, it would
be far better that no education at all should be given than thata
woman ghould be brought np in learning and letters, devoidof those
excellent moral qualities which ¢an alone be acquired under the
domestic government to which she is now subject.  But intellee-
tual education, under existing circwmstances, cannot be so fully
carried oui as might be wished, owing to the prevalent system of
early marriage. In this respect the Hindus have much fallen
and deteriorated from the position which they held in the time of
Manu, when' the marriageable age of their daughters ranged
from 12 to 15 instead of from 9 to 10. These early marriages
are attended with such a forced maturity, that it is not unusual
to see n girl of 12 with a child in her arms. The langour and
pallor which succeed such premature development are not only
lestructive of physical health, but conduce largely to menta
lecrepitude and decay. The freshness of youth is invaded by
she cares of early matrenhood, and at the age of 25, wher
Euwropéan ladies are mostly spinsters, a Hindu woman it
strongly marked with age. The institution of carly marriages 18
however, indicative of a state of society other than that o
extreme poverty ; for the difficulty of gaining a livelihood i
one of the most etfective checks on inconsiderate marriages, anc
is one of the most powerful causes now in operation for restrain
ing the increase of population among the poor in all countrie
ine Burope and América. The capacity for maintaining a wif
and family is the best ciiterion we have of jndging of th




14 + Domestic Economy

condition of a people, among whom such social indulgences are
Liberally allowed. Blessed "with a rich and fertile soil, the
Natives of this gountry can, with very little labour and skill,
command a sufficiency of food and the other necéssaries of life to
epable them to maintain a host of relatives, friends and kinsmen.
Hindu parents are anxious to marry their sons and daughters, not
merely that they may thereby discharge a duty which they owe’
to themselves and to their children, Lut that they may, while
deriving an inconceivahle pleasure from the play of the affec-
tions, sccure the honor of the family from the degradation to
whirh prolonged celibacy and its supposed natural concomitants,
illegal and immoralsexual unicns, may bring upon it. The social
reproach, however, would not have been itself so powerful a
motive to the celebration of early marriages, if the requisite
means and expenditure were not so easily obtainable as they are
in India. The clrecks to marriage and population which poverty
brings to bear upon a nation, would ha¥ve had their full play in
this country, but for the richness of the soil and the compara-
tive facility with which alivelihvod is obtained.

As regards the filial love of the Hindus, it may he

. remarked that it amounts almost to blind submission and obedi-

5

ence, which takes away from them all independence of
thought and action. It is owing to this excess of filial piety
that they cannot stir out of their homes to sce and study for
themselves distant countrics and nations, or do anything that
does not lie within a beaten track. Of the respeet due to

" . parents, the text of Manu gives the following illustrations :—

“That pain and care which a mother and father undergo in
Eroducing and rearing children cagnnot be compensated in a
undred years.” “Let cvery man constantly do what may
please his parents; and on all occasions, what may please his
ﬁreceptor; when those three are satisfied, his whole course of
evotion is accomplished.”  “As long as those three live, so long
he must perform no other duty for his own sake, but delight-
ing in 'what may conciliate their affections and gratify thew

. wishes, he must’ from day to day assiduously wait on them.”

“By honoring those three, without more, a man effectually
does whatever ought to be done; this is his highest duty ; appear-

* ing before us like dharma himself, and every other act is an

upadharma, or subordinate duty.”

Among all nations, whether wise or uneducated, the hopor
due to parents is recognized in some form of devotion or other.
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But nowhere is a man forbidden to do anything for Ais own sake,

to recognize no other duty than that of assiduously waiting on
parents as long as they live, to conciliate their affections and
gratify their wishes. 'True filial love, as the law of nature pre-
seribes it, consists, on the side of children, in the practice of those
actions which are useful to themselves and to their parents. It has
its origin,—1s¢, in sentiment, for the affectionate care of parents
inspires, from the most tender age, mild habits of attachment ;
2ndly, in justice, for children owe to their parents a return and
indemuity for the cares, and even for the expense they have
caused them ; 8rdly, in.personal interest, for it they usc thems ill,
they give to their own children examples of revolt and ingrati-
tude, which would authorize them at a future day to behave to
{hemselves in a similar manner. But are they bound to under-
stand by filial love blind submission and obediende, or a reason-

able submission founded on the knowledge of the mutual rights .

and duties of parents and children—iights and dutics without
the observance of which their mutual conduct is nothing but
disorder?  To those who have fathers and mothers still living,
it is not desivable to suggest any deviation from the course they
have been hitherto following, for they have been brought up
by those fathers and mothers under a tacit and implied con-
tract that they should obey them in all respects, even in their
whims and caprices; but those among us who are fathers of
children should do those children the justice which, as educated
and sensible men, with expanded minds and liberal hearts, they
are bound to render. The rising generation would thus have
under their enlightened auspices grcater independence of mind
and liberty of action than it has been our own lot to enjoy, and
would be able to achieve those much needed reforms which their
fathers are now barely permitted to speculate upon.

Tho nature of the conjugal affection of the Hindus next
demands notice. .

« (Jonjugal love.” says Volney, “isa virtue,sbecause the con-
cord and union resulting from the love of the married establish
in the heart of the family a multitude of habits useful to its
prosperity and preservation. The united pair are attached to
and seldom quit their home; they superintend each particular
direction of it; they attend to the education of their children;
they maintain the respect and fidelity ‘of domestics; they pre-
vent all disorder and dissipation; and from the w]no_le of their
godd conduct they “live in eascand consideration ; whilst married
persons who do not love one another fill their house with quarrels

' a
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~and troubles, ereate dissension hetween their children and the
servants leaving both indiferiminately to all kinds of vieious
habits; every one in turn spoils, robs and plunders the house;
the revenues are absorbed without profit, debts accumulate, the
married pair avoid each other or contend in lawsuits; and the
“whole family falls into disorder, ruin, disgrace, and want.”

As a parallel to this truly graphic picture of the duties of
married life, which would apply to all ages and natious, the
Hindu law prescribes the relative obligations of husbands and
wives in the following words:—

3 . . .
“Married women must be honored and adorned by their
husbands.

“Where females are honored, there the deities are pleased;
but where they are dishonored, there all religious acts become
froitless. '

“ Let women, therefore, be continually supplied with orna-
ments, apparel and food at festivals and at jubilees by men
desirous of wealth. .

“In whatever family the hushand is contented with his
wife, and the wife with her husbaud, in that house will fortune
be assuredly permanent.

“Certainly, if the wife be not elegantly attired, she will not
exhilarate ber husband ; and if her lord want hilarity, oftspring
will not be produced.

« A wife being gaily adormed, her whole house is embellished,
but if she be destitute of ornaments, all will he deprived of
decoration.”

Similarly en the part of the wife, Menu says—

«Him, to whom her father has given her or her brother with
the paternal conseut, let her obsequiously honor while he lives,
and when he dies, let her never neglect him,

“No sacrifice is allowed to women apart from their hus-
bands, no religious rite, no fasting ; as far only as a wife honors
her lord, so far she is exalted in heaven.

« A faithful wife who wishes to altain in heaven the mansion
of her lord must do nothing unkind to him, be he living or dead.”

These rules are followed to the letter in every Hindu
family. Except by the utterly depraved, worhen are honouved &nd
adorned in every house They ave the lights of the zenans,
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aot only casting their halo on us while we are within doors,
but exercising a more lasting influence on all our thoughts and’
actions. They are the tutelar deities to whom we pay all the

homage that is due to them. They are in fact the disposers:

of our social destinies ; and we, far from being the cruel tyrants
we are sometimes represented to be, willingly submit those

destinies into their hands. Really, if one were disposed

to draw a picture of conjugal felicity that would approve

itself to the taste ,and admiration of all mankind, he could

not select for his "purpose a better subject than a married
Hindu couple, who are the impersonations of mutual kimelness
and forbearance, who are the comfort, strength, and source -of
happiness of each other. But while the scandalous allusions
by foreign writers to the condition of Hindu women as one of
actual slavery cannot be too strougly deprecated, it cannot, on

the other hand, be denied that there is a shady side of the picture, -
some dark spots which detract in no small degree from the .
merit and value of the whole. These dark spots occur in the -

shape of certain restraints on free’social intevcourse between
man and wife. They might be the institutions of a barbarous
age. 'They might have had their origin in certain local peculi-
aritios and customs, but their continuanee on the Statute Book
and their practice up to the present day are scarcely creditable
to those who, holding their women in the highest esteem, suffer

themselves to be led by force of habit to outrage their own

understanding.

.

"Take, for instance, such an ordinance as this—

“ Let, no man either eat with his wife, or look at her eating:
or sneezing, or yawning, or sitting carelessly.”

Now onc of the greatest promoters of domestic happiness |
is the family Doard, at the head of which the mistress of the

house has a right to sit, to quicken the glow of social enjoyment
by her presence. IHer exclusion from it by Hindu law may,
to some extent, be explained by the share which Hindu women
originally had in the cooking of the food and in the serving of
it to all the membors, including the servants of the house. The
law also declares that « a husband is to be revered as a god by a
virtuous wife,” and their eating together may justly militate
against that law. But in the present advanced state of our
sobiety, when the *women of the house generally neither cook
their own food nor serve it with their own hands, and when the
 godship of the husband is generally understood to be a mere
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figure of speech, the introduction into every respectable Native
house of a family board, where a man and his wife with their
sons and daughters and daughters-in-law may eat together, cannot
fail to develope those social amenities in which we are now so
girticularly deficient. Female companionship is a desideratum in

indu society, the want of which every educated Bengali in his
heart cannot but deeply regret. As long, therefore, as we do not
succeed in removing the existing restraints which prevent
women from mixing in the society of mengso long do we not
only give a handle to our traducers to charge us with cruelty
and »nkindness to the weaker sex, but we lend oursclves to the
continuance of a system which is at once pernicious, and opposed
to our trucst aspivations after happiness. The charms of female
society arc enhanced by nothing so much as music, and it
is to be regretted that whilst by almost all the Indian races,
the Mahrattas and the Hindus of the Upper Provinces espe-
cially, music is reckoned as one of the principal .accomplish-
ments of women, it should be forbidden among their sisters
in the Tower Provinces. In Ancient India music and danc-
ing were considered as the  most necessary accomplishments
of women.  When the Pandooas took shelter during their exile
" in the dominions of the king of Virata, Arjun offered his servides
as a music and daneing master, and was immediately introduced
by the rajah to the ladies of his house, who were brought up
by Arjun within a short time so perfect in the arts of singing
and dancing, that the rajah was delighted with their perform-
ances. In all schemes of female education nows being followed
. out, the tedching of music should have a prominent place, and
when our daughters and our wives are able to sing to us
with their charming voices, or to play upon some of our favourite
instruments, we shall have a home made sweet, for the want of
which we are now only full of vain regrets. '

Fraternal love is the love subsisting between brothers,
which enables them to establish the strength, security, and conserv-
ation of the family. Brothers united defend themselves against
all oppression ; they aid onc another in their wants ; they help one
another in their misfortunes. The Hindu joint family system,
under which brothers live together in the same house, may from
this point of view be regarded as a source of strength to the
family ; while at the same time it is natural to expect that such
close associations and daily intercourse will make the family
attachments and affections stronger than if they lived sepa-
rately. But it is very doubtful whether in reality this haplpy
union and concord are invariably attained. It scems more
natural to suppose that difference of tastes and tempers, diversity
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of aims and pursnits, inequality of Jincomes, and" the consequent
unequal distribution of comforts and conveniences, tend to produce
jealousy and dissension among brothers, Blessed is that family
indeed where the causes of such jealousy and dissension do nog
cxist. But the agrecable result of such an association is an
cxception rather than the rule, while at the same time it appears
more probable that, by living separately, the causes of jealousy
and discord are removed, while the natural yearning for brotherly
affeetion and kindness is intensified by absence and want of daj)
communion. The family strength is not » whit inpaived by such
separation, for brothers will help each other more earnestl and
liberally in wants and misfortunes, than when one is a perpetual
burden upon another, in which case the recipient of continual
favors, instead of being an object of sympathy, love, or tender-
ness, I3 looked upon with feelings the very reverse of those
which one brother should entertain for another.

The dutics of masters to servants are nag clearly defined in
the Hindu Shastras, though we can bear testimony to the wentle-
ness, obedicnce, and faithtulness of Hindu servants in yeneral,
as also to the kindness and consideration which they receive at
the hands of their employers. Thereis a just equality between
the service rendered and the recompense paid, that is to say, the
wages are equal to the labour performed.  Besides, there are the
extra gains which are not mercly tolerated, but aciquired under
the direct sanction of their masters. These are the presents be-
stowed on them at festivals and jubilees, not only by the members
of the family in which they are employed, but by distant rela-
tives and friends of their masters, The only respect in which the
treatment of servants, though intrinsically kind and considerate,
has an air of ill usage, is the kind of language used by Hindu mas-
ters to their servants. In the firs place, their names are purposely
corrupted to make them sensible of their state of servitude. Ram
Chunder, on aceepting service, accepts with it the contemptible
abbreviation of his name into Kamo, Sham Chunder into Shamo,
Gokul Chunder into Goelo, and similar other corruptions accord-
ing to the taste and fancy of the employers. Reprimands and
threats are also conveyed in indecent and vulgar Janguage, such
as one could scarcely use towards another, however low his‘
social position may be, without causing an immediate breach of
the peace. Thanking a servant for the performance of a duty is
unknown in Hindu society ; while every truc-hearted English-
nhn cannot dismiss from his presence any of his menials who
has executed an order without a gentlo nod of the head, accom-
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t;panied by an utterance of thynks from the mouth. Certainly a

politeness of manner is due to servants, however kind you may be
“to them in other'respects: and it therefore ill becomes educated
Native gentlemen, who are pionecrs of social reforms and models
of etiquette and good-breeding, to indulge in the epithets which
their unpolished forefathers were in the habit of lavishing on
their servants.

Among all the domestic virtues, the practice of economy is
one most essential to the preservation and well-being of a family.
Ecopomy, in its narrower acceptation, means the proper distribu-
tion of every thing that concerns the existence of a family, The
idea of saving or accumulation does not necessarily come within
its meaning ; neither does it imply parsimony or niggardliness,
It means the capacity for so distributing a man’s income as to be
able to meet his own wants and those of his family or depend-
ents with an appearance of completeness in each department
of living. In the exercise of this faculty itis not necessary that a
man should avoid luxuries and confine himself to the necessaries
of life—for luxuries are as essential to human existence, to
keep one in cheerfulness and health, in love with one’s self,
one’s neighbours and one’s kindred, as the bare supply of the
wants of life-—food, house and raiment. Certainly that existence
would be burdensome, and therefore perbaps not worth having,
that would have to content itscll with eating the same food,
wearing the same apparel, and living in the samc house, from the
day that its possessor first saw the light of the sun to the day when
he ceuses to look on it.  From the king on his throne to the
humblest of his subjects, every unit of humanity has his lux-
-urious comforts and indulgences ; and so equally the king and his
humblest subject have need of , the exercise of economy in their
respective scales of living. That economy consists in the act
of being liberal in one kind of expenditure and in being
saving in another, for if a man be liberal in diet, he should be
saving in apparel; if he he liberal in the hall, he should be
saving in the stable; if he be liberal in acts of charity, he
should be saving in his sports and amusements, for “he,” says
Bacon ¢ that is pintiful in expenses of all kinds will hardly be
preserved from decay.” To apply this principle to a Hindu family,
reference has already been made to the extravagant demands
upon a man’s income or resources, and it has been shown how,
under the joint family system, the earning of a single individual
is cast upon a dozen 1dle people, and how, after providing for tiie
wants of each, the saving is applied to the performance of rites
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and ceremonies. A child's annoprashun, a son of a daughter's
marriage, 8 father's or mother’s shraddh, either swallows up the
scrapings of years or throws a man into irretrievable debt.
Certainly in matters that come but once in a way, a man may
afford to be magnificent or extravagant, but occasions for unusual
expenditure occur so often and at such regular intervals in a
Hindu family, that a man cannot be too carcful or too scrupulous
about spending money on these occasions. He may, if he chooses,
for once celebrate his son’s or his daughbter’s marriage, so long as
Hindu society may continue to recognize the giving of such
marria%es as a part of parental duty and obligation, with that

rude show and glitter which are considered irreproachable

and even meritorious; but when a maun has many sons and
many daughters to marry, he cannot recklessly indulge a lavish
outlay upon each without ruining himself or bLrin ring misfortune
upon those very children, upon whom he spent his fortune for
no earthly good to them or himself. There are instances of men
still living upon whose marriages many lakhs of rupees were spent
by their reckless parents, who arc now paupers and dependents
for their bread upon private friendship and charvity. But there
are so many other demands upen the resources of a Hindu
funily besides those for appointed rites, obligations or ceremonies,
that they literally swallow up the fortune of a Crewsus by their
too frequent recurrence and unuswal heaviness. The exchange
of presents between friends and relatives is a mark of csteem,
love, or affection. But who is there in Hindu society who
has not at some time or other been made painfully sensible of the
real nature of these presents? Are they not exactions alike dis-
creditable to those who give and to those who tuke them? Who
that has married daughters has not suffered anguish of heart
and vexation of spirit at the approach of those numerous festi-
vals and scasons, when one must do his best, beg, borrow or steal,
to send his son-in-law and his host of relatives presents, not
according to their own means and competence, but suited to the
rank and dignity of the recipients. If considered ineligible,
they are received with taunts and derision, which the bearers of
those presents are directed to repeat to the sender.  Who, again,
that has married his son into ‘a family richer than his own has not
had to pocket similar insults from the relatives of his own daugh-
ter-in-law ?  The exchange of presentshas been so systematized
that there are regulated limits to the character and value of
eﬂﬁh present. . One who cannot come up to the prescribed
stdndard is degraded in the ecyes of his friends and relatives.
But irrespective of the claims of ncar relatives and {riends



22 LDomestic ticonomy

to such presents, there are various outside demands which a man
cannot avoid, or insufficiontly ineet, without making himself
amenable to social reproach. If you are invited to a wedding
either on the part of the bride or the bridegroom, you must
send suitable presents in clothes and eatables. If you are invited
to a poojah, you must put in your pocket a coupie of rupees,
a rupee, a half-rupee, or even a quarter of a rupee to present at
the place of worship, and you must calculate upon your recep-
tion according to the value of your present. It was once the
subject of talk in Native society that at a certain respectable
Native gentleman’s house, the guests were actually treated to
dinner in three different styles,—a first class dinner being given
to those who paid a rupee, asecond class to those who paid half
a rupee, and a third classto those who paid a quarter. These
interminable presents, which are neither the tokens of friend-
ship nor love, are intolerable bores and nuisances which do
not enrich the man who receives them, but make him who
gives them poor indeed. Awakened to the folly and extrava-
gance of these expenses, we should consider whether, having
regard to those higher demands upon our resources which as
kinsmen, citizens, and subjects we are bound to satisfy, we should
blindly submit to custom and convention, and do as our forefathers
did, or whether we should take lessons from those around us and
learn to regulate our expenditure with a juster regard to our means,
Theroe are even amoug the Hindus men of open-handed charity
who are exceptions to the1ule, but their existence does not in any
way palliate or cover the fault of the class to which they belong.

To this cursory review of the domestic life of the Hindus, con-
sidered under the principal heads of their relative duties to each
other as members of a family living together under the same
roof, it only remains to add that, if parents have been warned of
the consequences of bringing up their children in habits of
luxury which they will not have the means of indulging in after-
life; if children have been admonished of their blind submission
to the whims and caprices of their parents at the sacrifice of
their own independence of thought and liberty of action; i
brothers have been reminded of the propriety of living separately,
clear of subjugation to the family ; if habits of frittering away
the acquisitions of labor on vanity, feeding and unprofitable
objects have been reproved; the warnings, admonitions, and
roproofs also point to a model of domestic ecopomy the most
perfect of its kind for the people of this “country to folw\y,
namely, that presented by their Western brothers, “ whe are  their



of the Hindus. ‘ 23

own masters and maintainers ;” who are the architects of their
own fortunes ; who spend it at their own will, and upon whom the
stroke of misfortune falls singly and individually without in-
volving others in their ruin, If they have risen high in the scale
of nations ; if they form, as it were, the vanguard of modern civi-
lization ; if they are the masters of the sea and the terrors of
the battle-field ; if they are at the same time the first nation in
the peaceful arts; if they are the mould of form and the glass of
fashion ; if charity beams in their countenance and patriotism
glows in their hearts ; it is because “every man’s aim among them
is to stand by himself in the world,” to look to his qwn
individual means and resources and no other,and yet act in
subordination to the good of all mankind,
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HINDU SOCTAL TAWS AND HABITS

VIEWED

IN RELATION TO HEALTH,

Mgr. PrrsioENT AND GENTLEMEN,—T purpose {o intro-
duce to your notice this cvening a subjeet which I hope
will have some interest for the members of this Asso-
ciation. To a medical man, particularly when he is a
forcigner, the social customs and habits of the people
among whom his lot happens to be east, are by no means
an unprofitable study. To know a disease is to cure it;
and as most diseases are local, owing their origin to the
peculiar habits, mode of living, and the social indulgences
of the patient, it is a duly incumbent upon his medical
aliendant to make himself familiar with them before he can
hope to hit on the right cause of the disease, and to treat it
suceessfully, or at least to alleviate it so far as it may lie within
the power of medical knowledge and skill to do. A common
idea prevalent among the natives of this country, and that
even among, the edueated and intelligent classes, is that
Bnglish practitioners ave not quite at home in their treatment
of mative cases, which they think is gencrally overdone from
an imperfeet aequaintance with the native constitution, and
from a want of skill to adapt to it Inglish Hygiene.  Although
I'do not fully share in this popular beliet; yet I cannot
altogether reject it as totally undeserving of thought or
consideration.  On the contrary, the fact that such a notion
exists, enhances instead of lessening the obligation under
which every medical man, in whatever situation of relative
usefulness to the country, ought to feel himself placed, of

»
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knowing for himself, by study and observation, not only the
physical and climatic influences which govern health, hut
those aecquired habits, the offsprings of cither accident or
convention, which grow with one’s growth, and strengthen
with his strength. It is not possible, in the course of a
single paper, to trace serialim one and all the native habits
and customs which have reference to health, and therefore
cognizable by the medical profession. My object is more to
suggest enquiry in, this direction, than to read am elaborate
disconrse upon the subject itself. The results of individual
enquirics may be tfrown herecafter into a common fund, from
which the future student of English medicine in India will
derive no small help and aid to successful practice.

The Municipal Committee of 1815 for Caleutta circulated
a paper of questions inviting information on sanitary points
from those able to afford it. In glancing over the printed
questions and replies, my attention was arrested by the
singular evasion with which one of the most suggestive queries
put forth by the committee was met by ncarly all the native
gentlemen who were consulted.  The question I refer to was,
“ Do you know any native habits prejudicial to health ?” Some
of the answers were really amusing; while others, far from
enlightening the committee, wilfully “threw dust into their
eyes,” by openly denying not only all personal knowledge, but
by seriously doubting the existence, of any such habits. There
was one of the answers which, though brief, was remarkable
for its candour. It was of Baboo Kissen Chunder Dutt.  1le
said, “ T consider the following native habits most deleterious
“ to health :—1st, Their mode of ¢crowding a house; 2nd, Their
“sleeping on the ground-floor ; 3rd, Their use of unelean water
“ for drink and culinary purposes; 4th, Their treatment of
women after delivery.”  But to one who has paid a careful
attention to the subject, and who has studied native life and
habits in all their phases, it will appear that the conditoins
necessary to health are violated in a greater or less degree
according to the social position, knowledge, education, profes-
sion, employment, taste and means of our countrymen, in
more respeets than those included in the four general heads
given by Baboo Kissen Chunder Dutt. I shall, therefore,
follow the matural division given by rceent and eminent
physiological authorities of the leading conditions essential to
health, namely : ventilation, diet, clothing, drink, cleanlincss,
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exercise, and innocent enjoyments, and consider, under each
head such pecuharities of mnative dharacter as ure indubitably
at variance with the laws of health. My remarks, however,
will apply only to Calentta from which my facts and llustra-
tions have been chiefly drawn.

VENTILATION.

Tt would be unnecessarily taking up vour time to diseuss
at a place like this the well-known prineipleg that, & eonstant
supply of fresl and pure air is essential to~health, We gll
know that in order to keep the air in its necessary state of
purity, it must be continually changing.  The change, accord-
g to Dr. Parkes, mmst amount to at least 2,000 cubie feet
per hour per head for persons in health, and not less than
3,000 or 4,000 cubiie feet or move for sick persons,  Tiess
than this will not suflice to keep the air pure, and even this
amount is quite the minimum which must be given,

In a Hindoo household, whether for persons sick or in
health, the supply of air is vegulated on exactly  opposite
principles. A man in health may have a litte fresh air mtro-
duced to his room now and then through bye-ways and
apertures; but a sick man, never.  His room is hermetically
cealed. The ehinks and holes resulting from unskilful ear-
pendry are cavefully filled ap with hits of eotton, paper, or
rags, so as to make the entry of external air, or the escape
of the internal heated air, literally impossible,

An English physician on his first admission into a native
sick room feels anything but an agreeable sensation. Ths
warnings against the consequences of a vitiated air in a
strictly elose “room ave reccived with suspicion, and his
injunctions to open out the windows of the sick room,
to relieve the patient from the effeets hrought on by breath-
ing a tainted atmosphere, are but reluctantly oheyed.  'This
hermetically elosed hox of asick room is the result not ouly
of prejudice against fresh air itsell, which native mothers
have been faught to regard as injurious to their suffering
children, but is a precantion and a safeguard against the
mtrusion of what are called “evil winds” and “ malignant
spirits,”

)
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'The windows are closed to keep those winds and all kinds
of gobling and hobgoblins® out.  Every sickness of a child
is attributed to the touch of some “evil wind,” or of some
goblin’s breath, and while the doctor is exhausting his vade
mecwn, and inditing endless recipes for the cure of Ius patient,
the fonorant Tlindoo mother {rusts for the recovery of her
child, not so 1aw-duin the physician’s skill, as in the cfficacy of
the waefras which the priest s set to chant daily, to
counteract and neutralize the influence of the “evil wind.”
Thus, it will b\, observed, that ignorance of the proper-
ties of aic and saparstitions fears ave the two powerful
influences which an Tnglish practitioner will have to combat,
hefore he can hope to get a native sick-room well ventilated ;
and as free ventilation in a sick room, subject of course to
certain degrees of  temperature, is an important remedial
agent, his successfual treatment ol a case will mostly depend
upon his abilify {o npress the relatives of his patient with
its importance.

In ovdinary apartments, the arrangements for the induction
of pure air are Jikewise very imperfeet. In most rooms in
which human heings Tive ov ave assembled for a time, the air
unavoidably hecomes considerably vitiated.  The earbonic acid
gus expived by the lungs, if free to mingle with the air at
laree, will do no harm; but if breathed out into a elose room,
it will render the air unfit for heing again breathed, for in
sieh a situation, there cannot he a sulliciently ready or copious
supply of oxygen to make up for that which has been eon-
sumed, and the carbonie acid gas will be constantly accummn-
lating.  “ An oxdreme instanee of this case was that of the
“ colebrated “ Black Hole” of Caleutta, where 146 persons
“ were eonfined for a night ina room of cighteen feet, square
“ with two small windows.  Heve the oxygen, scarcely sufli-
“ cient, for the healthy supply of one person, was ealled upon
“to support a Lwge number. The unfortunate prisoners
« found themselves in astate of unheard-of” suflering, and
“ the morning all were dead hut twenty-three, some of whom
“ afterwards  sunk under putrid fever hrought on by breath-
“ing so long a tainted atmosphere.”*

T will nol go so far as to say that every Hindu house isa
little black hole within itself; hut it cannot be denied that it

» _Ch:n‘nber‘.\" /)Ig/7;:')'717('1—[[077;/‘0)' the People. Chapter on Health, )
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is erowded to an extent not compatible with the laws of sunita.
tion, the inmates scarcely occupyire a space of more than 400
to 500 cubic feet of air. These tamily gatherines may he a
commendable trait in the native character on aceount, of their
tendency to promote family attachments, love and regard for
distant relatives ; but speaking from a sunitary point of view
the over-crowding of houses is the source of inmumerahle dis.
eases which i their attack take at onee a virnlent shape, and are
not easily overcome.  Considering the size and dimensions of
the generality of native houses, they ave alveady il ealeulated
to afford shelter to the number of people ®oenerally found
dwelling within them.  But when we look to their po.(-uli:n'iry
ot construction and means of ventilation, the evil seemns fo be
aggravated a hundred-fold. A native house has generally
two _divisions, namely, the outer and the inner apartments’;
the former ocenpy the greater space of the two, consisting of
sitting and reeeption rooms, exelusively for the male members
of the houschold, a hall o da/un Tor the celebvntion ot pooguhy
and festivals, and an open court-yard for aaotefos and other
enterfamments. These apartments are more or less commodious,
are more or less airy, according to the means, taste, mnd meling-
tions of the owner ol the honsehold.  But further on {rom
these apartments, and sttuated on the back of the dalan, are
the iumer aparvtments, the vuluppoor or the zenana, into which
are consigned the females of a Bengalee  household, -onr
mothers and owr wives, our danghters and onr sisters,—in fiet,
all the dearest partners and associates of onr sociul existence.
The eonstruction of these apartments is always the sulbject
of jealous serupulousness. There must he as fow windows as
possible, and where they cannot he altoether avoided, eare
15 taken that they do not open on & pubhe siroet or on a
neighbour’s house, thereby  keeping oul the sunshine and
the wind of hcaven as much as possible.  Bat it is not to
be supposed that these apartments are exelusively ellotted
to women.  The male members of the household, after
enjoying up to a certain hour of night the company o their
friends, and what is deaver than all,—their bookahy-—retive to
seck in these apartments the solace and repase which a hot
bed, a saturated atmosphere, and a dingy, smoky room  can
alford.  Sleep which 15 “ Nafure’s sweet vestorer, 7 mstead
of imparting freshness and vigour to onc’s spirits, hrings
on lassitude and enervation, which are the predisposing
muscs of sickness, Cooking-rooms without proper chimneys
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and smoky outlets generally form part of these dwelling
apartments, in addition ¢ which source of mischief is the
Adstakoor, or place for throwing the refuse of the cooking-
house. It may be easy to imagine the noxious quality
imparted to the atmospherc by stagnant water and decaying
vegetable and animal matter. Tt is now generally acknow-
ledged that this noxious quality is in reality a subtle poison,
which acts on the human system through the medium of the
lungs, producing fevers and other epidemies.  The miasmata or
exhalations  froip these cesspools, mixed with intolerable’
odours, nanseate The most healthy stomach, and derange the
most perfeet, constitution.  There are also the odions privy
houses, one suflicing (or a whole family.  They are scldom or
never cleared, and are a perenvial source of discase and
unhealthiness.  Some with a view to cconomy, sink wells
underneath their privies, which transmit the filth of one
generation 1o ‘another like an heirloom. Tt is now also
generally  known  that  tanks and  eollections of  water
of every kind are dangerous beneath or near a house,
because unless their  contents he constantly in a state
of change, which is rarely the case, their tendency is
to send up exhalations of anoxious kind,  But to a native
house, contiguons to the female apartments, is  generally
atfached o tank in which the women perform their ablutions,
wash their cooking utensils, and the water of which they
use for culinary and domestic purposes. Tt is, however,
nothing better than a kind of mill-pond into which every
kind ol refuse is thrown or is allowed to discharge itself, the
putrid matter thus collected not being eleared out onee for a
long series of years, no one dreaming of any harm from it.
Aund yet the noxious air dilfused by these means tends to the
most fatal cllects.  The progress of knowledge and  the
appreciation ol sanitary Jaws ave however making a great
change i the construction and fithess of native houses.
Greater altention is now heing paid to ventilation and cleanh-
ness in the new houses which we see are springing up on all
sides ; but there are yet in the midst of our  City of Palaces,”
innumerable old-fushioned pre-historie mansions which stand
firm upon their bases, though it would have been no loss to
the world if the cyclone had swept them bodily into the Bay.
Divr.

Under this head, T have but few remarks to offer, as the

food of the generality of the natives of this country is of §
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kind which is at the same time nutritious
though not quite unexceptionabler The opdj
na.tives of t}wis _country 1s rice. What potatoes are to the
Trishman, rice is to the Bengalee.  Those who are very poor
cat it with herbs gathered in some fiell. The middline
ranks cat ii: with spl‘it peas, greens, fish, &e. The rich add
a number of other things such as hoiled fish, acids, pungent
spices, &e. They also fry in clarified butter, potatoes, o;ll,],;,“s
cocoanuts, pumpkins, cuctmbers, &e. There are certain :L:(-t;
of Hindus who live exclusively on vegetables, as the Vai
nubs, to whom all fish, flesh and fowl is forhidden food.  But
with regard to existing restrictions on the use of animal (Sod,
Mr. Ward mentions a fact which cannot but exeito surprise
and indignation among our orthodox conntrymen. “ Nothing,”
says he, “ean exceed the abhorrenee expressed by the
Hindus at the idea of killing cows and eating heef'; and yel,
the Veda itself commands the slaughter of cows for sacrifice,
and several DPoorans relate, that at o sacrifice offored by
Vishwamitra, the Brahmins devoured 10,000 cows wlich
had been offered in sacrifice” It may he an inferesting
enquiry in the abstract as to whether onr ancestors were
actually beet-eaters ;. but it is not {o our present purpose.
Allthat T ean say is that il ever they were, the cirenm<tances
which brought about a change and a revolution in mien’s ideas
and {feelings regarding cow-tlesh Cully justified the conelision
at which they arvived ; for in a hot elimate hke this, the free
and liberal use of all kinds o stimulating animal food ought to
he avoided. Milk itsell is a0 very nutritions food, and, exeept-
mg the poor, is used legely by all elasses of  Hindus.
Hindu ehildren ave chiefly reaved on milk, the average con-
sumption per day being a seer or aseer and o hall for every
child between 3 and - years old.  Adults also consume about
the same quantity in addition to their ordmary food.  Ghee
or clariied butter s also an article of immense consumption
among the natives of Bengal. It is not only nsed largely by
the rieh i their curries, but is caten raw with hoiled rice.

and wholesome,
nary food of the

ish-

The Hindu Shastras divect that Bralinins shall eat at two
o’clock in the day, and again at one in the midnight ; hut a
variety of eircumstances have  produced irvegular habits ;
these, however, are still considered as the appomted hours
for cating by those Brahmins who stady the Shastras,

.\vhu malce pogjuks, and who feed apon the bounty of Soodras

»
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and rich men. But Brahmins and all classes who are in
the service of Government, ecat once at nine  o’clock in
the morning, and again at about the same hour at night.
These hours, however, are altogether disregarded on holidays,
and on oceasions of fustivity.  When a native gentleman
invites his friends and relatives to a dinner at his house
during the day-time, the hour mentioned is 12 «’clock, or
noon-day, but the guests hegin to drop in after 1 o’clock, and
the dinner is not eaten before 1. "These late dinners, therefore,
cannot but be attended with the most injurious effects on
the health of those who eat them. A Bengalee dinner is
quite a different thing from an English dinner. Tu the
former punctuality can never be looked for or enforeed, and
indeed how can it, when the number of guests may vary
between a few hundred and o few  thousand souls 7~ Ward
mentions that at the house of a Rajah at particular fosti-
vals, sometimes as many as 20,000 Brahmins were  feasted,
The same authority says, that at a shraud performed
for his mother by Mr. Hasting’s dewan, Gunga Gobind
Singh (of Jamookandee, near Moorshedabad)  the founder
of the house to which our illastrious citizen Rajah Pertaup
Chunder Singh Bahadoor belongs,  six  hundred  {hou-
sand  Brahmins were assembled at one feaxt, and dismissed
with presents.  These monster dinners are vare in these days,
but even the little ones that we have, are eauses of innumer-
able diseases which prevail wmong the Hindus of all orders and
grades.  The Brahmins however ave a partienlnly dinner-lov-
mg people ; certain classes among them are professional caters,
who Titerally teain up theiv childern to dinner-cating. These
dinner-mongers, it s sad, glut themselves inawmost reekless
manner, and then fall vietims to their most. wnnatural craving
for a surfeit.  The Hindw women, particularly widows, are
given much to fasting.,  The high-caste widows vegularly  fast
for two days in the montl, when not even o drop of water
passes their lips.  They take but one meal in 21 hours, and
even that they deny themselves on every THh day ol the moon,
and on the oceaston of almost every important, Hindoo  festi-
val. It is to be expeeted that this course of abstemiousness
and fasting would tend to fatal elleets among: them, hut the
contrary appears to he the truth; for Iinda widows appear
to enjoy comparatively greater longevity and freedom {rom
disease than most other members of the community.
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'The Hindus are a notorious people for eating sweetmeats.
They consume no end of sundess und metaye, whieh consist,
more of sugar and lPss of nutritive matter. Children as soon
as they are \Yean.('d find In sweetmeats a ready substitute for

thmbr motho.r s mllk: They eat, them voraciously, and in the end
suffer for it. It is no wonder {hat Bengalee ehildren are so
stunted in their growth, so constantly sick, and so casily die
out. Most discases of children are owing {o improper diet. If
they are not allowed Lo eat sweetmeats they will take to wceids,
to tum:n‘ll}ds, sour mangoes and plums, all of which have a ten-
deney to impede digestion and a healthy action of the stomgeh,
Adults also have a predeliction for sweetmeats such as have
Iittle or no nutritious properties.  In fact, it is my strong
conviction that so long as the Bengalees ave o sweetmeat.
eating people, they will never hecome an improved race in
physique. Their diminutive stature, their want of vitalit,
and energy, may be all traced to inadequate nourishment.  The
chief requisite of health is a sufliciency  of nutritious food.
The organie constitution of man, like that of all animals,
depends upon the principle of o continual waste of substance
supplied by continual nutrition.  Such nutrition may be
obtained from a wholesome dietary, composed of animal and
vegetable substimnees.  Chimate, however, has a remarkable
elfeet in modifying the rale as to the mixture and amount, of
animal and vegetable food.  The former has most of 2 stimu-
lating quality, and this quality is greater in heef and flesh in
general. Now, the inhabitants of tropieal countries are, in
their ordinary condition, least in need of a stimulus.  Henee,
a simple diet of rice and fish curry may he found safticient for
them.  But whatsoever vegetable substances a man in a hot
climate may choose to live upon, he must not, lose sight, of the
first principle, in physiology, that, “the continual waste of
substapee shonld be supplied by continnal nutrition.”  In the
climate of India, il flesh meat s to he dispensed  with, its
place may he well supplied by milk, rice, wheat-flour, green
and dry peas, which supply all the nutritive requirements of
the human system.  Wheat-flour has more nutrifive proper-
ties than the common daluwi vice of Bengal.  Henee itis that
the people of the North-Western Provinees, who live chiefly
upon it, ave a more robust and healthy race of men than the
rice-fed people of the Gangetie Valley. 1 have drawn up
for veady reference a_comparative table shewing the prineipal
®articles of a natwe dietary, in their relative proporticns of
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flesh-forming and heat-giving qualities which, T hope, may be
useful to my countrymen in ‘regulating their choice of food.*

LOTHING.

This division of my subject is easily disposed of. The
primitive dress of the natives, in which there are neither
buttons, springs, nor pins, is happily suited to the ¢limate of
this country, and produces a very araceful effeet.  Over their
loins they fold a cloth, which almost covers their legs hanging
down to the tops of the shoes.  The upper garment is a loose
picce of fine white cloth, without seam from top to bottom,
thrown over the shoulders, and, except the head, neck, and
arms, covering the whole body.  The head is always uncovered
unless the heat or cold constrain the person to draw  his upper
garment over it like a hood.  This desceription of native dress
does not, perhaps, gentlemen, tally with what you see now-
a-days.  Kdueated Bengal puls on eaps and turbans, wears
pantaloons and payjumaks, and it he does not dabble in an
English coat, has at least a substitute for it in what, is called a
chaphan.  But all this, gentlomen, is an imitation of the
Luropean or the Mussulman dvess.  The primitive  [Tindu
dress consists of a dhootee and o ehudar, such as Puandit
Ishwar Chundra Vydiasagara still delights to put on. In the
hot weather, a cotton chadur was quite suflicient.  In the
winter i was simply exchanged for a woollen sheet or a
Caghmere shawl. The use of jackets or failor-made eloth was
unknown.  Muoch less were stockings in vogue.  But the
force of habit and association is such that when Sie Philip
Francis fivst landed in India with his coadjutors in office, he
concluded that Tastings must have governed most ty vannieally
over the natives, as they had not even stoekings on their legs,
which in his opinion denoted abject poverty and positive
distress.  Clothing, however, must he regarded i the Eght of
a proteetion from the extremes of heat and cold, so {hat the
body may perform its functions healthfully and without
obstritetion. ¢ Keeping this view,” says an eminent physio-
logist, “and also bearing in mind the nature and action
of the human skin, it is casy to deduce that clothing should
be of such a mature as ot to impede the necessavy  eseape
of perspirable matter, but to suffer it to pass through

* Sece Appendix A. , 0
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its texture; that it should be of such a non-conducting
quality as to confine the heat’ generated by the l»loo?l
sufficiently to preserve the activity of the nervous system ;
and that by its ]i';_v;htncss, softness, and plianey, it ushnnhi
permit the free motion of the limbs.” The primitfve dresses of
the Hindus are admirably suited to a perennially hot climate.
But in Bengal we experience such vieissitudes of season, that
the loose upper flowing garment is not a suflicient proteetion
against all seasons and all weathers.  In the winter, an inner
garment next to the skin, and closely fitting the body, is felt
to be necessary.  Cotton heing inferior in its non-om'uluctiny_:
qualities to wool, is not a suitable dress for winter.  There can
be no doubt that Hannel is by much the best article for being
worn next the skin, as it tends to preservea more steady
equilibrium in our bodies under alternations ol heat and cold.
Tn a tropical country like this, however, aloose flowing garment
is 10 be preferred, as offering a free exercise o the limbs, to
the precise and the more closely fitting elothing of’ modern
Touropean nations.  In this hall, however, some ycars ago, an
opinion was advaneed containing an adviee to the natives of
this country to discard their Oriental garb, and to don {he
ceiontific costume of Europe. This opinion, however, was
confronted by the Cileulta Review of the day inso able a
manner that I cannot resist the temptation of quoting its
words :—

« ATl the innovations which distempered fancy and perverted
taste could possibily select, this is without exeeption the
worst, and we sincerely hope will never be accomphished. 1t
i scarcely possible to imagine anything more ungraceful,
unbecoming, apd destructive of freedom of movement, as
well as gymmetry of form than the modern European dress,
from the unsightly head-gear, for which @ quaint guast-
pPhysiological reason was ad ranced, much at varianee with the
prineiple of construetion of patent ventilating gossamers, to
the various other articles of hahiliment, in which the
Caucasian races of the 19th century are encased. It .would
ot be difficult to find adequate protection for all the impor-
tant organs of the body from among the strietly  Jastern
garments worn in different parts of ll{ndust.m', without
resorting to the unsuitable and inappropriate devices of the

Billy Buttons of the Western Hemisphere.
¢
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“Young Bengal is alveady sufficiently vidiculous in straps
and tights. e would out-bloomer the most outrageous of
the tasteless innovators of recent times, were the predeliction
for tail-coats and alarming waistcoats to become epidemie,
and the rising generation of Dutts and Sens, like the small
tiger in Punch, to hreak out all over in huttons.”

The dress of cducated natives, borrowed partly from the
Mahomedan costume and made up  partly from their own, is
quite suited to the climate under which they live, to their
business avocations, and their conventional usages. It is
Jest as scientifically adapted to the inhabitants of this tropieal
country, as the Furopean costume is to the men hiving in the
colder regions of the north.

The dress of the women of Bengal consists of only one
long piece of cloth, which, wrapped round the loins, comes
over the shoulder, and generally over the head asa htod.  The
same garment serves equally for summer and winter, and is,
therefore, not a suflicient proteetion for the hody in all seasons,
It scems remarkable that, while the men have improved  their
own dress and adapted it to the ehanges and vicissitudes of
scason and weather, the women of the country should show
no signs of improvement in their dress.  The rveason is
obvivus. Living as they do in seelusion, they are conservative
to the backhone. A Bengalee lady will not put on a new
form of garment, because she had never done it hefore. To
be uble to induce her to clothe hersell sufliciently and ele-
gantly, the pressure must be brought from without.  The
male guardians of the honschold must induce her to feel
her position as a member of society and as the companion
and help-mate of man.  IHer duties as a mother are particu-
larly onerous and responsible—the health of  her ehldren
depends upon her own.  If she is careless about hyr dvess,
if' she unnecessarily exposes herself to cold, it she does not
keep herselt dry under a saturated atmosphere, and allow a
free perspiration to relieve her from the effects of damp, her
constitution will naturally he enfeebled, and she will hecome
the subject of a thousand distempers, which, through her, will
tell upon the health of her childven.  That our women are
insufficiently clad in all seasons is, therefore, a subject well
worthy the consideration of all educated natives. It doesnot
fall within the scope of my present address to discuss the
kind of dress which should best fit our women, “affording
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afiequate Protection for all tho: organs of the body,” at the same
time leaving her free to perform afid go thiough the whole
round of social duties which devolve upon her.  The ques-
tion‘must De left to the good taste and good sense of that
portion of our community who are now interested in the
advancement of the social status of our country-women.

Warer,

Water is one of the primary wants of human life, no less
essential than air and food.  Whether for diectetic or domestic
purposes, it has always heen regarded by natives in all pauks
ol India as a source of endless convenienece, Ity importance
and uses are so well recognized that a strong rehgious
interest has always heen attached  to its means of su.ppl\'.
To the principal rivers of Tindustan, & divine origin i
aseribed by the Shastras.  Bathing in them removes all
s From the Himalayas descend the Gunen, Saraswattee,
Sindhoo, Chumderbhaga,  Yuwmoona,  Oiravattee,  Gomutie,
Gundakee, Kushikee, Usvuntee, and several others.--all of
which have a saered interest in the eves of the Hindus: bhut
none approaching in holiness o the Guuea or Bhageeratty,
the waters of which purify all sin, and <end the soul up 1o
heaven.  One of the common forms ol prayer muttered hy
the Brahmins while hathing in the river is, © 0O Gunga ;
thou art the door ol heaven ; thon art the w atery image of
religion s thon art the garland vound the head of  Shiva; the
eraw fish in thee are happy, while a kine at a distance from
thee is miserable”  Pure or impure, elean or muddy, stink-
g or odoriferous, its water, says the Shastras, may he drunk
with everlasting benefit to the human soul. A man should
not seruple 1" he found any Gith mixed with his drinking
water, when that water was drawn from the Bhageeratty,
but separate the ilth from the water, and dvink the latter
with a ght and gladsome heart. Tank water, or water from
artilicial reservorrs, is not pure or holy in the meaning of the
Shastras, and i, theeefore, not usable in veligions nehts and
ceremonies. 1t may be used for drinking and other domestic
purposes, where Gunga water is not available, but the greatest
slrictnesy is enjoined by the Shastras for Keepmg it elear of
all ipurities. Menu says that o man should not east o
ruch waters * either e or ordure, or saliva, or eloth, or ang
other things soiled with fmpuetty, nor blood, uor any othen
hunds of poiron.® Bearmg o mind the ancuty aserded
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by the Hindu religion to the water of the Ganges, it is not
difficalt to understand wlty the Hindus of Calcutta prefer it
fo tank water, or rain water, for drinking purposes. Some
Baboos of Calentta do, indeed, get their supply ol water from
their garden tanks, but, their number is small.  The largest
soction of the community, and Ilinda women n particular,
drink nothing but Ganges water. The purity and impurity
of that water has, therefore, greatly to do with the health of
the native population of Caleutta. That organic and other
impurities n wuler are prejudicial to health. is not a mere
matter of conjecture or surmise, but an established principle
founded upon experitaent and scientifie investigation. At a
Meetine of the Society of Arts in London, in 1865, the
following striking facts were adduced, which econclusively
ghowed that orgnnic matter in a putrifying state is the worst
form of contamination that water can have, and s a prolilic
gource of disease and mortahity.  About the time of the last
epidemic of cholera in Tondon, in 1833 and 1854, there were
two rival Water Companies, the one supplying nearly 25,000
Louses, and the other nearly 10,000 houses, to an entire
population of about half o million.  This vast population was
living, so far as could be judged, in all vespeets alike, exeept as
16 the one difference of their water supply only. And that
difference was that one Company drew its water from high
up the Thames, where it was of eomparative excellence, while
the other drew ifs water from low down the river, where it
was profusely contaminated with town drainage. In the year
mentioned, among the population alluded o, there weve more
than 4,000 deaths from cholera. An enquiry was made, bouse
by house, as to those deaths, and the result showed that in
the one sel of houses the mortality per 10,000 ol the popula-
tion was 37, while in the other set of houses it was 130, that
is to say, the cholera death rate was 3L times as great o
the one seb as in the other.  Going hack to the preceding
epidemic of ¢holera of 1818-19, 1t was found that the mortahty
from cholera was about equal in the two gronps of houses.
There could, {herefore, he no doubt that the dillerenée hetween
the two watersin the former ease, was the cause of the excessive
mortality  with one set of houses as compared with the
other.

Perfectly pure water is hardly to be found. The impuritics
exist in one or two ways, either floating, suspended in the form
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of solid particles, or in a state of solution. When running
water comes upon a loose  bottom, it carries the finer
particles of sand and clay along with it, and the quicker
1t flows, the larger the picces it ean keep atloat.  When
the water comes into  a position of  perfeet stillness, the
matter thus floated gradually sinks to the hottom, the
heaviest first, and the others in succession. The common
practice in India of separating mud and other impurities from
water is by putting in a picee of alum or wermatee (Strycehnos
Potatorum), which seems to act, by the property it has of
congulating the organie substanees, and of’ cming the others
1o adhere as dyes 1o such solid matfers as may humwn. 1o
be in the water. The great bulk of solid matter held in
solution in ordinary waters consists of salts; that is, combina-
tions of acids with saline bases.  The saline bases are chiefly
soda, potash, lime, and magnesia. - The most common of these
matters is earbonate of lime or common chalk.  Carbonate of
lime alone i¢ insoluble in water, bat it is dissolved when
water confains earbonic acid,  Another substinee of some
importance is the chloride of sodium, or common salt, the exis-
tence of which in waters makes them unfit for drinking
purposes.  The water of the Gunges, from its proximity to
the sen, contains a large quantity of salt. During some
months of the year, when the tides are in themr ereatest
force, the impregnation of saline matter is so pereeptible that
{he water cannot lterally he touched with the ips, vet this
water is used for drinkmg purposes throughont all seasons of
the year, which cannot but have a most deleterious effect on
the health of the native population off Caleutta.  And as the
water is most salted durmg the months of the cholera epi-
demie, it s most natural to infer that this aveat sconrge of
Benoal has its origin, in a great measure, if not entirely, in
river water, which enters so coely info the native constitu-
Gon. o a eavelul analysis prepared by Dro Maenamara
of the viver water ab four prineipal points, namely, Tort
Pomt, Cossipore, Pultaghit, and (3hin>m":|h, the following
rosult s oblnined, showing the proportin of the saline
ingredients i a gallon of 70,000 grams during the cholera
monthg, namely, February, March, April and May, when the <
water is in its most foul state.
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|
* Soluble Salts. | Febry. | March. | April. May.

Fort Point v e D 599
Cossipure 18 | 73 294 387
Pultaghit 1'86 193 2.7 53
Clinsurah 22 21 2:2 2:4

Speaking of the water from the Cossipore Point, which
is about one mile above the Bag Bazaar Canal Bridge, Dr.
Maenamara observes, that the water during Mareh, April,
May, and June, is largely intermived with the saline matters of
the sea water and the sewerage of Caleutta, and during that
time s unfit for human consumption.  “The cholera months
of February, Maveh, April and May,” he vemarks a little
further on in his Report, “are not otherwise the most sickly
months of the year m Caleutta.  Must we then not look for
some speeial cause exerting itself in the comparatively healthy
months in increasing the number ot cholera eases, and - do
we not find one that will aceount. for the inerease in the conta-
minated state of this water supply at the time #”

But the most, injurions of all impurities is the contamina-
tion of wafer by vegetable and animal substances, These are
of two kinds—/eing and dead. Tiaving orgunic matter 1s
contained in running streams i large quantities, either as
plants or animals, of which some forms ave visible to the naked
eye, while innumerable others are disclased by the microscope.
But these ave comparatively more harmless than dead organic
matier which exists ina state of putrid decomposition, and m
minute forms of life bred amoug such impurities. The most
obrious and abundant sowree of this class of ingredients is the
sewerage and refuse of towns.

* For a fuller analyss of all the ingredients of 1iver water during the
months above-mentioned, refer to Appendis B,
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'[.‘ln.ough we may not know the precise effects of these imi-
purities on the animal system, the single fact of heir render-
ing the water repulsive to the taste and nauscous to the sto-
mach, WO}lld be sufficient to prove their unwholesomeness
The practice of letting the sewerage and refuse of Caleutta mh;
t]‘)c Ganges, “annot, tl_u-rei'«)re, l).c too strongly condemned.
The water, with the influence of the tides, not only hecomes
disagreeable to the senses, but is literally impreomated \\iﬂ;
particles of ordure and other kinds of filth, which muke Woquite
unfit for bathing, far lees for dvinking purposes. T am able to
say, from a very relinble source, that 180 tons of mghtsol gre
thrown daily mto the Ganges at Jackson’s Ghant, which conta-
minates the water as hich up as the Cossipore puint,  Seeing
that the people will drink nothing but viver water, it is an
act of  gross inlnun:mity on the part of the conservaney
managers of the city fo persist i their course of cmptying
mto it the whole nightsoil of the town. It isa point whiclt
cannot be too strongly urged upon the attention of the
anthorities, involving as it does the question of the health
of between 3 to 4 hundred thousands of souls. River water
at particular seasons of the year, particularly in the month
of dunuary, becomes clearandapparently free from impurities.
Those natives who are able to allord it, keep a store of such
water in thetr houses against unfavourable seasons when the
water is most muddy and saltish. — But the hulk of the people
live on their every-day supply of fresh water, and ave thus
exposed Lo the dangerous tendeney of its contamination during
periods of eprdemic cholera,

For culinary and other purposes, the water used hy the
natives is chiefly drawn from wellsand tanks. But the con-
dition of most {anks in the native part of the town is miser-
able; und their water generally, from the decomposition of
animal*and vegetable substances, hecomes sounw holesome that
we  cannot safely cook our food with it.  We sometimes
receive premonitions of their unwholesomeness from the offen.
sive taste and smell which they impart to our cooked food,
[t is, thevefore, of the last importance that there should he
interspersed in the native part of the town a suflicient num-
ber of good tanks to be able to meet the water supply of the
entire population.  This subject, however, cannot he sum-
marily disposed of. It should engage the serious attention of
emedical men and all interested in the promotion of health
among the nativé inhabitants of Caleutta,
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CLEANLINESS.

Cleanliness is another important requisite for the preserva-
tion of health. The Hindus are in some respectsa very cleanly
people, superior to many ancient nations, and even many
modern ones who stand high in the seale of civilization.  The
Hindu Shastras are replete with laws for the purification of
the body. The liberal use enjoined by them of water for
purposes of ablution, is sometimes carried to a vexatious degree.
A man cannot stir a foot abroad, eannot touch with his hand
any part of his body, cannot even sneeze, without being
orliined to {he necessity of performing some kind of ablution
or other.  According to Menu, oily exudations and fluids,
blood, feces, ear-wax, nail-pairings, phlegm, fears, coneretions
on the eyes, and sweat, are all impurities of the human frame
requiring for their purification an abundant use of water, as
recommended by the Shastras, In fact, the impurities of
bodies can only he eleansed by water.  Besides these constant
washings of the face, hands, and feet, and constant sprinkling
of water on the buman body, total immersion in water at
least, onee a day, hefore  man says his prayers or takes his
food, is strongly enjoined as a religious duty, The effect of
such baths from a medieal point of view eannot but be highly
beneficial 1o the human system. The use of unelean garments
is prohibited by the Shastras, A man is not considered fit
for religious or sacrificial duties or competent to attend to any
of the usual domestic avocations, until he has put on a clean
dress.  Ilis domestic appurtenances are also regarded  as
unelean, until they have andergone some process of washing or
purification. The house in which he lives must be rubhed,
brashed, and smeared with cow-dung before the oceupations of
the household eould he resumed for the day. 1lis cooking
utensils, whether of copper, fron, brass, pewtet, tin, or lead,
should he fitly cleansed with ashes, with acids, or witlt water,
before they could be again used. The land attached to his house
enclosed or unenclosed, is required to he cleansed cither by smear-
ing with cow-dung, by sprinkling or by seraping it. Tt would be
tedious to enter in detail into all the social laws of the Hindus
for personal and household purification.  Those already enu-
merated abundantly testify to the habits of cleanliness prac-
tised by the Hindus from time immemorial in accordance
with the letter and spirit of the Shastras. But how far these
habits and laws are eonsonant to modern practical hygiene s
a question which should fitly engage the attention of medical
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men and sanitary reformers, Ablution is undoubted
the best means of attaining personal cleanliness,  1ts great
end is {o keep the skin in a fit state for its peculiar and nl:'(-es-
sary functions the most important among them heing that of
perspiration.  The human system 1s .\ulgbct to a w:u((:'v Seere-
tion, which is sent, up through the skin by channels infp(-rccp-
tibly minute and wonderfully numerous. The promotion of
the free cgress of the fluid 15 of the utmost, importance to
health, for when it is suppressed, disease is ready to fal] upon
some of the organs concerned in the dischargc of the water.

ly one of

The fuid is composed, hesides water, of certain salts agd
animal matters whieh being solid, do not. Pass away i vapour,
as does the watery part, of the compound, hut vest, on the
surface where they have heen discharged.  If not removed by
some arvtificial means, they form a layer of hard sfutt, and
unavoidably impede the cwrrent of perspiration.  Frequent,
ablution of the hody prevents this or any other extraneons mat-
ter from accumulating on the surface of {he shin, and, by
clearing the pores, promotes the free exudation of perspivahie
matter, to the great relicf of the human system,

The native practice of anointing the skin witl oly watfers
Defore the bath, may be considered s a cheel to perspiration,
But in a hot climate ke this, oily anoitment, has the effect,
of cooling and softening the skin, and while it does not. alto-
gether suspend perspiration, it, prevents i copions flow of the
watery compound, which cannot, hut, produce exhaustion and
prostration of {he nervous systenmu. The oil is Desides rubbed
ofl'in the process of ablution, and alterwards by dry clothse,
It only the ignorant and the poorer elasses who anoint them-
selyes profusely with mustard oil, take a dip, and, without,
letting themselves dry, attend to their avoeations, ea TYing a
thick coating wf oily substance on their  skin. Freguent,
change of the clothing next to the skin is also a areat aid to
clemnliness, and may partly be esteemed as a substitute for
hathmg, seeing: that, the clothes absorh much of the impurities,
and when changed may he said to carey them off. The
Himdus have an excellent law on this head. Monu snys,
“ Let no priest who keeps house and is able to procure  food,
“ever waste himself with hunger, nor when he has any sub-
“stanee, 1et him wear old and sordid clothes.” The rich and
the well-to-do people change their dress at. least twice a day,
wutting on at every time a fresh suit of clothes whitened by
the washerman. *The dutics of the wushorma;\ are ¢ven

f
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preseribed by Menu. * Leta washerman wash the elothes of ;i
“employcrs by little an 1little, or piece by piece, and not hastily
« on a smooth hoard of salmali wood. Let him never mix the
«clothes of one person with the clothes of another, nor suffer
“any bub the owner o wear them.”  The middling ranks whe
cannot afford to have their clothes whitened daily by the
washerman, have them washed at home in {ank or well water,
and they wear them after drying them in the sun.  The poor.
est classes and mendicants who have scarcely any tattered rags
to put on to their backs, cannot help wearing sordid clothes,
but they still soak them in water once a day, putling them
on while wet, and sutlering them to be dried on their hodies by
the sun and their own animal heat.

The Hindu practice of household cleanliness is rather a
strange compound of anomalies, for while they will have their
rooms cleansed by sweeping, by seraping, and by sprinkling
of water, for more than once a day, they will suffer the sweep-
ings, and the serapings, and the refuse of the house to accumnu-
late, and to putrify wunder their noses, confaminating the
very air they hreathe. This may, however, proceed {rom the
imperfeet, knowledge of the properties of air and malarious
matter. The Hindus are very particular about the cleanliness
of their ecooking-rooms, which they will have every day smeared
with cow-dung, 1t being according to the Shastras one of
the several pure things vital to cleanliness.  Cow-dung has
undoubtedly deodorising properties, and is now used under
the sanction ot medieal authorities for cleaning jails and
other public buildings in the Mofussil.

Th: Hindu idea of cleanliness, however, 1s associated with
relighon.  Their ablutions, their baths, their change of dress,
their household purification, are all parts of arcligious system
having direetly little or no reference to sanitary ordygienie
laws. By this T do nol mean 1o assert that the Ilindus
were igiorant of the Taws of public health.  On the contrary,
their hyeeology or hygienc is of a very detailed deseription,
deseending to minutice ov trifles unthonght of in the systems
of other nations.  Only in a tropical country like this, the
causes of discase ave so active and numerous in their opera-
tion, as to demand the aid of religion o assist in saving
mankind from the ravages that would bhe caused by neglect
or inattention to them. Dr. Mouat, in his essay on Hindu
Medicine, (Caleulta  Review, No. 16), vevy justly observes,
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« that the personal duties, including all operations connected
¢ with the toilet and dress, as well'as the subject of duties
gonemlly_, appear to have heen carefully inculeated, and
enjoined in many respects in a clear and sensible manner
admirably adapted to the moraland social eivcumstances of
« the people.  Tlabits of cleanliness and the frequent use of
« haths and anointing were among the religious duties of tos-
« pectable individuals, and correctly deemed essential for {he
« preservation of health.”

NN

BN

Dr. Chevers, in his two lectures on the laws of pubhe
heulth, delivered before the Bethune Socicty, hlkewise unpressd
upon his hearers that personal filth was by no means a
characteristic of the natives of Ilindustan; generally the
Jowest, and thnsg sunk In extreme poverty, were the only
people among natives who were essentially unclean.

Exercise aAND Sociarn Exjoyymuxrs,

Although exercise and innocent enjoyments are another
important requisite for the preservation of health, yet, the
laws of Menu present a perfect blank in this respect.  In
practice also, all kinds of manly exercise are avaided ; walking,
running, fencing, dancing, riding, rowing, skating or swim-
ming, as an exercise for the body or the Innbs, is unknown
or seldom, if ever, had recourse to, from fear of zeadenis,
“The most superficial observer of Bengalee manners must
“Lknow,” says a writer in the Culewl/a Leview (7 ule No.
30 on “ Bengalee Games and Amusements’) < that their
“games and sports are for the most part sedentary.
“The amusements of a numerous people that do not supply
‘““ the British army with a single sepoy, cannot he expected
“to bear a military character. The Bengalee is certainly the
“least pngnacions animal in the world.  The gods did not
“make him warlike. Possessed of lax nerves, of a fechle
“Dbody, and of a timid soul, nature has not meant him to
“handle a gun, or wicld a sword. Unlke the horse men-
“ioned in the book of Jobh that pawcth in the valley, and
rejoiceth in his strength; who goeth {o meet the armed
men, mocketh at fear, and is not frighted; who smelleth
“the Lattle afar off, the thunder of the capluins and the
“mighty ; the Bengallee quictly folds np his arms, smokes
“.his hookat, and carefully barricades his door ab the approach
“of a red coat.» Placed as {he Bengalve is under the

3

13



22 HINDU SOCIAL LAWS AND HABITS

“ fervours of a tropical sun, and indisposed to frequent
“ Jocomotion, we cannot ekpect him to be proficient in fielq
“gports; his maxim being ‘that walking is better thuy
“ ¢ punnning, standing than walking, sitting than standing
¢ <and lying down best of all ;* 1t would be preposterous  to
“cxpect him to excel in any sports requiring manly
“ activity. Gentle in his manners, idle in his habits, timid
““in his dispositions, unenterprising in his thoughts, and
“slow in his motions, all his amusements and games must
“ be for the most part sedentary.

-

* ““The chess, the pasta and cards constitute the whole
¢ cirele of the games of the largest portion of the intelligent
“ and sober part of the Hindu community., They are played
“in the halls of the rich, the chandimandub of the middhng
¢ classes, and under the shades of trees. 'The Bengalees are
“ a very sociable and pleasure loving people.  Gregariousness
“is one of the prominent features of their national character,
“ In every village, the people assemble together in separate
“ parties subsequent to thetr afternoon nap for purposes of
“ recreation and interesting talk ; we donot here speak of the
““lower orders of the people, It of the gentry of Bengal. In
“the cool of {he evening, parties of respectable natives may he
“ not unfrequently seen sitting under the umbrageous Bulv!,
“and amusing themselves with chess, paska ov cards,  Liy-
“ing aside for & scason the pride of wealth and even the
“rigorous distinetion of caste, Brahmins and Soodras may he
“seen mingling together for recreation ; the noisy voeifera-
“tions and the loud laugh betoken a scene of merriment
“and joy. The hoolak, a necessary furniture of a Bengalee
“ meeting place, is ever and anon by its fragrant vollies minis-
“tering to the refreshmment of the assembly, while the
“plaudits of the suecesstul player rise higher than the ewling
“smoke issuing from the cocoanut vessel.  The ganies over,
“they separate fora short time, and when the shades of
“evening thicken around them, re-assemble within dvors, and
“amuse themselves again with music and cards.”

Turning to the lower orders of the people and the peasantry
of Bengal, we find that some of their sports require considerable
muscular activity, agility aud locomotion, Unlike the indolent
and thelazy people of the higher classes, they have their games
and gymnasties which eall into action the muscles of the
higher and lower extremities, improve the carriage of the
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bady, develop the organs, ml'd‘lmpﬂl‘t a genceral tone of healthi-
noss Lo the w!mle system, The nfost, portant amone their
active sports is the hadu gadu or koppatee. Vor descrip-
tion of the game I must refer my hearers to the article from
which T have already quoted, in the Culentte Review.

Archery m.)d sling are common amusements among {he
]1‘01'.(1311161.1 of  Bengal, 'l‘hey may be seen in the fields
vieing with one :mot)hor In tln'mving stones to the
distance by means of their rudely made slines, Danda-gulce
is the bat and ball of the Bengalees, The dinde is a stout, Stick
two leet long, and the gulee stouter still of the size of Ralf
aspan.  The sport resembles the bat and ball in so many
respeets, that it is searcely necessary to desertheit, It iy chiefly
played by boys.  Young men and old men sometimes join
the play by way of diversion, particularly on the day sacred
to Suraswattee or the goddess of wisdom.

wreatest,

“Wrestling,” says the Calentta Reviewer to whom 1 have just
referred you “is by nojeans uncommon among the puus;u;(ry
“of Bengal.  Tn all seasons, but especially in the winter, they
“wrestle together on the outskirts of a village, The stadim
“of the Bengalee wrestlers is usually a small space o cionnd
“under a tree, whither the candidates repair i the mornings
“orevenings.  Unlike the athletic in the Olvmpie stadann
“who wrestled in the eye of assembled Greeee, and  had
“their names heralded  forth throughont the length and
“breadth of the glovious land, the wrestlers of Benoal ave
“unobserved and unapplanded, exeept, by their rastic comrades.
“The wrestling over, the simple peasants throw themselves
“into an adjucent tank ov brook, wash their soled hodies,
“and not unfpequently erown the amusements of the day
“with a swimming mateh.”

Tehall bring this division of my subject to a close by simply
observing  that the indolent and sedentary habits ol the
higher clusses of natives contrasted with the active sports
and manly exercises of the peasaniry of  Bengal, afiord
sullicient, explanation of the weak, flabby and shrunhen hodily
frames of the former, while the latter are m the enjoyment, of
A robust constitution with almost perfeet immunity from the

o various forms of disease incident to the chimate, the soil, the
air and water of” Lower Bengal,
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Gentlemen,—Having noticed the chief requisites for the
preservation of health undet the leading conditions of venti.
lation, diet, clothing, drink, cleanliness, exercise and the social
enjoyments, I shall now pass rapidly under review some of
the more prominent evils peculiar to the Hindu social system
which have their origin cither in conventional usage, in
acode of cthies belonging to a remote age, in domestic habits
and manners acquired under peeuliar influences.

The treatment of women hefore and after delivery, is a
matter of great imporfance in a medical point of view,
Théte ean be no question that respectakle 1lindus s well
as the lower orders of people treat a pregnant female with
peculiar tenderness; but there are so many counferacting
fluences which superstitious fears and religious ordinances
all into action, that the most kindly attentions and affec-
tionate regards shown to her, assume a colour of positive
cruelty.  'When approaching delivery, she is indulged with
whatever food she hersell’ desives, or what her relatives
consider hest for her. She is allowed to cat no end of
sour fruils, sweetmeats, and all kinds of rich and heavy
food which are given to her from a common fear prevalent
among the Hindus, that unless she cats well and to
surfeit, her delivery will be prolonged.  She is indulged
with a variety of food without any regard to its whole-
some or wnwholesomeness from apprehension of accidents
at child-birth.  In fact, in the ninth or tenth month of her
pregnancy, she ecats a death meal or saad in the presence of
visitors and relatives, her food consisting of all the delicacies
which native cookery and the season can supply.  When
the hour of delivery arrives, she is obliged to leave her own
apartments and is removed to a room generally on the
ground floor of the house, damp and ill-ventilated, as such
parts of a native house genevally ave.  The reason for the
change is that a woman after delivery is considered as in a
state of uncleanness or moral tmpurity.  All social intercourse
with her is suspended for a time, the impurity in the case of o
male issue lasting for twenty-one days, and in that of a female
for a whole month. None but close velatives of her own sex are
allowed to see her in her state of confinement, hut at every
time they come out of the lying-in room, they are obliged
to change their clothes, and to purify themselves by ablution.
It is easy to imagine the state of mind of the patient wnder ¢
such circumstances. Deprived of the ordinary comforts of
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life, which cnnnot.but be attended with the most serious
consequences, she is denied all the sources of mental ~choer
fulness, compamonsbq) an.d.societ ¥, at a time when cheerfﬁi
ness and buoyancy of spirits are most needed in her deli b
state of health. The native mode of treatment of \vome:\‘ ixc
acconchment is one of peculiar hardship and torture to tlut
patient. Immediately after child birth, the wmbilieal oor«i
instead of being eut with a sharp instrument, is rudel
torn asunder by a piece of hamboo slice, thereby inlliotinx
sometimgs a .pc!-mnnent injury on the navel of ‘the in('unf
and causing irvitation  which resnlts in convulsions 'm\i
tetanus which the elnld is seldom able to stand.  Tn fact, the
arcat mortality among native childven immediately alter
birth is to be aseribed to this practice. A continually burninge
fire is kept up in the lying-in room even in {he midst
of the dog-days of April, raising the temperature of the
room to-at least 110 Fah. heat.  Both the mother and the
infant are made to lie by the fireside when they are sub-
jected to a course of warm fomentation by the nurse’s hand,
literally producing blisters on their Dodies.  But external
heat apart, the common mode of promotig internal warmth,
is by administering large doses of spicy decoctions and pun-
gent substances to the mother, which literally Jall her
appetite, and keep her in a state of feverish excitement for
nearly a whole year,

The nursing and the nonrishment of Tlindu children are
far from being congenial 1o a healthy development of {heir
oraans. A Hindu mother suckles her chilid, Lill 1t is three yems
ol ; she seldom employs a web nurse, nov is the ¢hild Ted with
prepared food hefore the expiration of three years, It however
before the child attaing that nge, the mother is pregnant, the
¢hilld heeomes sickly and hegins to languish ; for the mother’s
milk is now most deleterious, and the child continnes to suck i,
weaning being most diflicult, as native mothers alone ean testi-
fy, under such circumstances. The food of clldren after wean-
inz, as T have already remarked, consists of sweetmeats which
contribute little or no nourishment to the system, and are
productive of bodily infivmities. Native children go naked till
they arrive af their third or fourth year, and are thus exposed
at a very critical time of their lives to changes of weather n‘nd
atmosphere with no small detriment to their health.  Native

schildren in their unclad state are little remarkable for their
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cleanliness. Al their pl'ws and amusements are with clay,
brick dust, and ashes, with which their skins are thickly
coated, and which their mothers seldom think of washing or
rubbing off, ablutions and baths being considered not very
healthful for children.  Children of school-going age are
somewhat hetter cared for, thougli in the villages you mth
yet see the little inps going all inked over for d'ws and
days together, without, any sign of improvement in Cheir
dress or in their person,

The early marriages of 1he Hindne, hesides the many
soctal evils which 1hv- produce, are one among the many
causes of the general unlm.l]t]nnu» and premature decline of
the people of this country.  These marriages induce forced
maturity on the part of  the married couple, the age of
puberty heing attained in hoth the cases at a muech earlier
age than is kuown in other tropieal countries, It is not
uneommon to see a girl of twelve with a child in her arms,
and a boy father ab the age of sixteen. A Hindu woman
at twenty-five looks quite old, and s robbed of all the ¢harmy
and freshness of youth,  To these cmrly marriages, we are
undoubfedly to attribute the want of physical energy and
manliness on the part of the men, and the general appearance
ot old age in the women of the country, helore either of
them have reached even the mervidian of” hie,

The removal of the dying {o the hanks of the Ganges is
another social practice of the Hindus, whieh militate against
the Taws of public health. Thns practice so abhorrent {o
every enlightened uman feeling, derives its sanetion {rom
religion, and thus places the English medical attendant of
the sick in an altogether false position. e feels his hands
tied up, and himsell powetless to tnferfere,

.

The above, gentlemen, is an unvarnished account *of my
experiences of the state of Hindu society, hoth as an ordinary
member of that society and as a professional man.  1f time
permitted, L eould have enfered on a wminuter narraiive
tnan what 1 have been able to give yon.  But the subject is
too vast to be disposed of m an address of a preseribed
length. T shall, therefore, conclude by casting myself on
your mdu]«romm, and by thanking you for the kind attention
with which you have listened to this imperfect sketch of
Iindu social laws and habits viewed ia relation to health.
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APPENDIX a.
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FIRST WORDS.

Thnis Jowrnal, as our readers are mostly aware, has two
main objects :—1. To spread a sympathetic knowledge about
India in England. 2. To encourage those who arve working
in India on behall of individual development and the reform
of hurtful customs. We wish to refer specdly on this
oceasion to the sccond object, and at the hegmning of o new
year to indicate again our position in respect to the reforming
tendeneies which with increasmg encregy are now moving
Indiay life and Indian society.

No one who studies India in the present day fails to
realise the invisible battle waging between @ modern and an
ancient civilisation, which almost within a hundred ycars
lave heen there brought face to face.  The conditions have |
een such as to make w conflict inevitable and also momen-
tous in results. A collision may be said to be taking place
in every College and School, in every city and town, in every
.cducuwd houselbld, and it ceven reaches the home of the
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poorest peasant. Tts issues have to do with the foundation
of life. Tt affcets religion, social organisation, intellectual
opinion, character, ideals and habits. On the one side ig
the piereing force of Western thought and influence, pene-
trating all departments of heing, on the other the massive
strength of Oriental staidness, bulwarked by the innumer-
dominating power which can
The noiscless contest goes on

-

able natural supports of a
count its age by centuries.
from year to ycar, imperceptible, cxcept through the altered
positions of which it is the silent cause.

Within the limits of the scope of the National Indian
Association, that is, in regard to education and social reforms
in Tndia, it is striking to obscrve the present variety of
opinion and action in India owing to this continual conflict
as compared with times not long past.  Even for hoys
Western education was once met by firm family opposi-
tion; that of girls, in any but the narrowest sense, was
considered unquestionably wrong and of evil hoding; the
laws of caste, more rigid than in antiquity, weighed ag
an iron chain on individual ideas and impulses,  That
state of things still exists, nearly in the same degree as
formerly, in very wany parts of India; but practical ques-
tions are now alimost everywhere raised which never needed
answers before; and points have been conceded which the
forefathers of present Brahmans would have indignantly
refused to yicld. In regard to education, early marriages,
the treatment of widows, travelling, the zenana, and other

stir-ing matters of discussion, we see no longer an unbroken
. line of agreement, even among the orthodox party, while the
circle of those who have abandoned the traditions of the past
continually enlarges and strengthens.
There is, we think, some satisfaction in the fact that the,
contending parties in this great struggle are both so strong.
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[he form of civilisation of every people depends mainly on
he mental and moral characteristies of its members, working
mder the influence of their outward surroundings, and of the
vicissitudes of their history. A new system suddenly super-
1 0 annol Ne ¥ - .
imposed cannot have the natural and rooted srowth which is

the basis alike of the strength and of the arace of national
institutions. Tn a process so specdy too, the useful clements

become extinguished with the worthless, and a neediessly
absolute break is made with the form of civilisation which
it is sought to displace. Besides, such an effort seems pre-
tentiously to assume that perfection has been attained hy the
supporters of the wore modern form; its unsolved problems
are kept out of sight, and it is placed in a seat of pre-emi-
nence the right to which it ought modestly to disclaim, There
seetns then no reason to wish that the present wetammorphosing
struggles should be shovt, nor, indeed, to desive that an
impatient Westein civilisation shonld ever have a complete
victory over that of the grand and dignified East.

, Practically, and for indwiduals, questions of social re-
form in India have the most puzzling aspect.  In this

Journal we have always expressed sympathy with those

pioncers who make changes, not for the mere sake of change,

still less for the tempting sake of personal interest and

advantage, byt because they believe that certain true prin-

ciples are involved in their veforming aims. Tn vegard to

education, such workers recognise the existence in every

humau being of faculties and cupacitics which a strictly
repressive systent ignores, and would thus give advantages of
training fitted to securc a healthy development, and to prepare
each onc to be as useful as possible in his e of life and
duty. Tn attewpting to alter certain social custows, they
would do away with the wtificial hindrances which affect
individual position and activity ; hindrances wineh, as it were,
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make seeing, hearing, and speaking beings blind, deaf, and
dumb. They thus desire to secure for Tndian society fruitful
aid from its previously less valuable members, and to increase ®
the moral welfare of those concerned. But it must be
extremely perplexing to know how to take the initiative
in these matters. It must be diflicult to decide where to be
active and where passive, diflicult to weave in the good that
is old with the good that is new, difticult to judge how soon
to begin to carry out new plaps, very diflicult to reconcile the
claims of family and social bonds with aims which in the
abstract look right and beneficial.  For each individual the
path of duty must be one that needs constantly recurring
consideration.  The sympathy of onlookers may Dbe justly
clainied even by those who mutually differ on many points, if
only the standard of these workers rests on high principle, and
if instead of merely expending “lakhs of words” they endea-
vour, first of all, carnestly to improve the corner of life, which
it is their personal responsibility, partially at Teast, to regulate.
We desire to make owr Jowraal increasingly helpful toy
the relormers who in this period of contending forees and of
transitional phases ot development, work steadily in the spirit
we have indicated.  As before, we shall this year willingly
report the experience of those who are unseltishly lahonring
to advance sound education, and to spread a healthy culture—
experience which is likely to be of great use to others.
Opinions and suggestions founded on acenrate knowledge
will also be always welcome, and we should hike to be
informed as to institutions connected with the old hnes of
civilisation, which, no doubt, arc often thrown into the back-
ground by the prominence of more modern systems, We
intend to supply each month a short account of some Kuro-
pean institution or movement which it may prove interesting o
to workers in India to study and adapt, Lhou{::h actual imita-
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tion ought to be out of the quéstion. We shall also begin
next month to insert occasional short notices of books pub-
‘lished in England, such as if better known might prove
serviceable ‘to those concerned in eduncation in the Fast.
Moreover works on Indian subjects will be veferred to regularly
for the attention specially of our English readers.  Meanwhile
we shall at any time be glad to be told of other ways in which
the Journal may be made increasingly useful. »

We carnestly trust that much solid progress will be made
in the year which is beginning, and that the great contlict
may be carried forward by wise and vigorous efforts till
«gyery form of wrong,” but ouly of wrong, has heen patiently
assailed— Never hasting, never resting!”

ADMINISTRATION OF TRAVANC( IRE.

A brief acecount was given in this Jowrnal about a year
aso of the first yeur's administration of Travancore under a
new Moharajah and a new Dewan.  Mr. Ramiengar’s report
for the Malabar year 1057, which ended on the 14th August,
1882, shows the working of the changes introduced last year,
and deseribes the inaugnration of another sevies of important
yeforms.

The rainfall was again below the average, and the means
of the ryots having heen reduced by two suceessive adverse
seasons, the dollections of land revenue were very nnsatis-
factoty. Nearly a teuth of the agsessment on vice Tauds had
to be remitted on account of waste and withered crops, and
Rs. 220311 oub ol an aggresate demand of s, 1,826,765
remained uncolleeted.  OF Tho old arrcars of Rs. 379,388, the «
greater part remained outstanding, Ls. 50,763 having been
Temitted and only Rs. 25,035 colloetedd.  Dutter results may,
perhaps be hoped for during the year which has just closed,
as the S.W. monsoon in June, July and August, 1882, was
unprecedently heavy, but in the northern districts the im-

o medinte effect of this downpour Wwas (isastrous to life and
property. '
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The following statement shows the income of the Travan-
core state during the last two years :—

. 1880-51 l . 1881-82
Rs. | Rs

Land Revenue .. ... .. .. .. .. | 1655257 1,605,783
Salt e e e e 1,495,620 | 1,401,337
Tobacco ... .. o e e e . 795,211 746,930
Miscellancous Revenue .. ... ... .. 448,896 505,013
Customs ... ... .. . . .. .. 431,937 | 396,463
Judicial Fees, &e. ... ... .. .. .. 311,949 | 208,134
Cardamoms, forest produce, &e. ... .. 369,067 | 255,335
Arvack and Opium ... .. .. . .. 200,714 ‘ 204,121
Timber ... . .. . . 109,775 | 196,893
Interest on Government Sccurities .. 212,887 159,000
Registration of Assurances ... .. .. 122,431 } 107,164
Arrcars of Revenue .. .. .. 29,123 28,624
Post Office ... .. ... e e 20,974 : 20,166

Total . P L . 6,203,841 | 5,924,963

Balance as per last year’s account .. 5,448,182 | 5,274,348

Grand total ... ... .. .. . | 11,652,023 ' 11,199,311

It will be observed that there is a falling off’ under every
head except three, viz.: Miscellaneous Levenue, Arrack
and Opium, and Timber. The decline of Jand revenue has
been accounted for. The sales of salt were slightly in excess
of the sales of the previous year, but the selling price has
been lowered by cight annas a maund in pursuance of the
reduction made in British India, and a considerable reduction
in the annual salt revenue is anticipated as the result of this
measure.  The quantity of salt manufactured was 2,320
garces, against 2,841 last year, and this was supplemented by
2,039 garces imported from Bombay. The retuction in the
salt revenue may perhaps hasten the elaboration df the
measures necessary to make Travancore indepeudent of Bom-
bay as regards the supply of salt, which were referred to as
under consideration last year. The reduction in the duty on
tobaceo resulted at the time in a Jarge quantity of this article
. being cleared from bond, and as this was not «ll sold the
quantity withdrawn from the bonded warehouses has been
reduced this year, and the revenue from this source has been
affected accordingly. The effect of two adverse seasons is
also seen in a decrcase in the duty on exports and in the price ¢
realized by the sale of cardamoms. A large increase of
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revenue may be looked for in future from what is per-
haps the least desirable source—the Abkarry farms, the

_triennial leases of which were expiring, having when put

up to auction realized an increased anuual rental of near-
ly a lakh and a quarter. The decrease in the interest
on Government securities is not explained in the report.
On the whole the revenue was Rs. 278,878 below that of last
year.

The aggregate expenditure was Rs. 142,347 below that of
the previous year, as shown in the following statement -5-

H
1880-81 | 188182 |

Rs. Rs. i
Public Works . e e e e e .| 1,404,489 981,82
Subsidy to the British Goverument . . 20810652 |
Huvzur Cutcherry and other Civil Establishments \
Religions Institutions :
The Palace e e [P 543,720 |
Cost awd charges of goods sold, &e. ... 475,267 |
Charitable Institutions . 326,518 31,151
Contingent chages .. . Lo 290,238 | 291,354 |
Police Establishment .. .. . .o 161,659 205,575 |
Sevennal ceremony e e e e 14,6:41 200,050 I

Pensions . . e e 175,186 185,068
Kducation, Science and Art 184,822
Judicial Establishments . . 543 177,507
Census . . . e 26,218
His Highness the Maharajal's tour -

Anmversary of the demnse of the late Maharajah

. 167,614
L 63803

Nair Troops o - LI85.042 | 167,583
Elephant and Horse stablishment .. ... 95,238 126,518
Medieal . e 103,265 96,838
Registration ot Assurances S B3RO0 18,341
Post Oftice . . . ‘ 30,221 39,162
Pokuvaravu Department e e ! 60,657 23,251

Conscrvancy s 4,939

15,786

6,2

" Total . leanes

There ave two exceptional items in this list. - The Moorajepan,
a cercmoty which occurs once in six yeas, and towards
which a small swn was advanced last year, was celebrated
this year, and the Maharajah made a tour through the Madras,
Presidency, Bombay and Upper India. The full expense of
this tour does not appear in the accounts, as the Maharajah
defrayed all expenses on account of religious ceremonies,
offerings, presents, purchases, &e., from s private purse. 1t
it Lad not been for these two exceptional iteus the revenue,
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small as it was, would have more than covered all the ex-
penditure, although that expenditure now includes increases
in various departments, due 1o the reforms which were intro- .
duced last year. The revision of the judicial and police
establishments, the reforms in the Post Office, the increased
attention given to sanitation, and the reorganization of the
body guard, have all entailed some expenditure, and in some
instances burdened the pension list with charges which may
continue for some years. On the other hand there was a
largd reduction in the expenditure on public works, mainly
arising from the fact that the Warkully tunnels and various
speeial buildings in the palace and clsewhere had heen com-
pleted, or nearly completed, in the previous year, but also
partly due to the fact that the progress of certain works was
impeded by the heavy floods alreadv referred to. There is
also a large decrease in the Pokuvaravu Department.  This
department was started in the latter part of 1879 for the
purpose of preparing a complete register of the landholders
of the State, which was cousidered a necessary preliminary
to the passing of an Act for the collection of arrcars of land
revenue. It comprised 856 public servants and 1,14+ process
servers, and it was originally supposed that the work would
be finished inayear al a gross cost of Rs. 70,000, or, deducting
Rs. 42,000 to be vealized by fees, at a net cost of Rs. 28,000,
The working of this department was one of the fivst things
which attracted Mr. Ramiencar’s attention.  He fornd that
out of 547,295 applications for transfer of registry only 57,890
had been disposed of 1 sixteen months, and that at this rate
it would take twelve more years to dispose of the yemaining
applications, while the cost wonld be about 12 lakhs instead
of the small sum originally estimated.  Moréover, as in the
natural course of things, lands must continue to change hands,
the transfers of these twelve years would then remain to be
dealt with, and the department wonld never overtake its work.
He was also impressed with the inexpediency of placing large
guasi-judicial powers for the adjudication of important rights
-~ of property in the hands of a set of illiterate, irresponsible
and professedly temporary ofticials.  Under these civcum-
stances it was resolved to abolish the department and to en-
trust the work to the ordinary village and Taluq establishments
pending the introduction of a revenue survey and settlement. ¢
On the whole the acconnts of the year show a deficit of
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Rs. 310,365, and the halance in hand at the end of the year
is reduced from Rs. 5,274,348 to Rs. 4,963,985,

»  The value of the exports, in spite of some advance in the
important item of coffee, fell from Rs. 8413698 to Rs.
7,590,223.  From some unexplained cause the trade in this
article with Bombay seems to have been diverted to Colombo.
On the other hand the value of the imports 10s¢ from Rs.
5,160,912 to Rs. 5,431,215, mainly owing to the demand for
gramn occasioned by the adverse season, and also to an
increasing demand for thread in preference to picce g8ods,
apparently due to incrcased activity among the native
weavers.

The most important event in the Public Works Depart-
ment has Deen Colonel Mead’s investigation of two great
projects for improving the irvigation of South Travancore.
The one known as the Perinjani Reservoir, and on which
upwards of Ris. 70,000 has been spent for a mere prehminary
investigation, is condemned as based on insullicient informa-
tion, and is virtually abandoned for the present.  The other
special project which * has for its object the ntihization of the
waters ol the Codyar by throwing them into the Paralayar
by means of an anicut 40 feet hich and a chanoel 12} males
long through a most difficult. country ” would cost at least six
lakhs of vupees, and its expedicney cannot be decided on
without definite information on the quantity of water avail-
able in the Codyar. Colonel Mead’s general conelusion is that
there has been no material improvement in the viver channels
and tauks of Seuth Travancore durng the last hundred ycars,
and it has been resolved to at onee put in hand certain minor
but important works, which with some modifications have
been approved’ by him. s a native offlicer of experience has
been row entrnsted with the repairs of tanks and the super-
vision of the distribution of water for irrigation, 1t may be
lLoped that a gradual amelioration will be cffected m works
on which the prosperity of the agricultural population is so
largely dependent.

The reorganization of the Tolice Foiee on the Madras
system excited much jealousy and sullen opposition on the
part of the subordinate offictals, who under the nl‘d reyime
were invested with revenue, magisterial and pohce functions.

*Tn some places spme of the old police refused to join the new
foree, and at Alleppey the whole of the old police resigned in
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a body, and had to be replaced by an entirely new set of men.
The infusion of some new blood into this body was of course
desirable on many grounds. Three experienced inspectors,
and nine head constables were obtained from the Dritish and
Mysore services, and some appointments in these grades were
bestowed on graduates and undergradnates, who were seeking
employment in the public service. Even in the lower ranks
the number of men who have received some education is
larger than it is in the Madras police, the proportion of
educated men in the entive force being 80 per cent. in
Travancore against 67} in Madras, It wasnot to be expected
that this untrained and undisciplined body would get into
good working order in the first year. TDepartmental punish-
ments were numerous and frequent, and a want of discretion
was shown in making arrests, the per centage of convictions
being only 361, but the superior magistrates all consider that
the new system is a great improvement on the old one.

The entire judicial machinery has been reconstructed on
the lines indicated last year, with the exception that village
courts have not yet been established.  The result of the
separation of the police from the magistracy, and the adoption
of the British Indian Penal and Procedure Codes 1s & marked
reduction and simphification of the work of the several courts,
and an improvement in the administration of eriminal justice
generally. The changes made in the civil conrts have also
on the whole worked well.  The moonsiffy, although the
number of their courts has been reduced from nineteen to
eighteen and their jurisdiction has heen enlarged, have done
more work and got through their cases more rapidly than in
the previous year.  The zillah judges, whose nuwber lLas
been reduced [rom fowrteen to mme, have not as yet been
cqually successful, and the work of two of them m paviicular
1s the subject of some unfivourable comments.  The addition
of two judges to the bench ol the high court has rendered
possible the deputation of a judge to report on the working of
the zillah and moonsifly’ courts, and the result has been the
submission of a scheme [or the reorganization of the minis-
terial establishments, which is however still under the con-
sideration of the high court.

The reforins elaborated last year in the Judicial system
have been followed up this year by reforms in the Revenues
Department.  The existing arrangements are described as
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even more primitive and unsatisfactory than in the judicial
branch. Sooner or later there must be a systematic revenue
Jsurvey and settlement; and a revision of the garden assess-
ment is a still more pressing necessity, because an immense
mass of plantations which have come into existence since the
Jast assessment of the gardens npwards of forty years ago is un-
fairly exempt from all taxation. The first question dealt with
has however heen that of placing the revenue establishments
on an efficient footing, which has been effected by replacing a
host of ill-paid and inefficient officials by a smaller nuwber
of fairly remunerated men. Travancore is divided into 31
revenue talugs, with an average area of 217 square miles,
which is aboat onc-third the size of an average talng in the
neighbouring districts of Malabar and Tinnevelly, but it has
not been deemed expedient to reduce the number of talugs
at present, because under the existing system the Govern-
went dues are received partly in kind and partly in money,
and also because the tahsildars ave burdened with oncerous and
multifarions duties in connection with' the maintenance of
rehgious and charitable institutions, the management of which
forms no part of the duty of revenue officials in Dritish
territory.  The tahsildars in Travincore have always been
underpaid. At one period their salaries ranged from s, 28
to Rs. 50, but in those days the prices of the necessavies of
life were very different from what they are now, and the
standard of attaimments and public morality was also very
different. The existing scale was of course niueh higher, one
tahsildar receiving Iis. 120, six Rs. 100, and the rest about
Rs. 71, but under the new seale there are six tahsildars on
Rs. 150, ten on Rs. 125, and fifteen on Rs. 100. The
tahsildar's immediate assistant is styled the head sumprethy.
This efficer has now heen placed in a position analogous to
that of the talug sheristadar in the Madras districts, having
charge of the treasury and being responsible for the prepara-
tion of accounts and revenue returns, as well as exercising
magisterial functions in the absence of the tahsildar, and his
remuneration has been raised to Rs. 40 in the first class |
talugs and Rs. 85 in the others. Other changes, which it 18
unneeessary to spdify, have been made in the lower grades,
but the general result is that although 52 men have been got
o id of, the cost of the 31 talug establishments, exclusive of
the tahsildars, Has been raised to Rs, 7,439 per mensem, or
)
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Rs. 2,256 above the previous cost. The revenue and
magisterial establishments of the four divisional officers, who
are styled peshkars, have also been revised, and the nwmber
of employ(s reduced from 148 to 95, but althoush the position ®
of those who have been retained has been greatly improved,
there is a saving of Is. 142 per mensem. On the whole how-
ever the changes made in the revenue establishments involve
an increased cost of Ils. 39,948, against which has to be set
the reduetion of Rs. 67,836 by the abolition of the Poku-
varavu establishment.

Education is making steady progress. The most impor-
tant institution is the Mahurajal’s College, Trevandram, to
which are attached a High School and a Preparatory School.
The following figures show that the number of students in
the college classes are increasing :—

i
1850-51 | 188182

I
" College e 123 136

I Tligh Sehool - 578 575
; Preparatory School . 230 231
I Total w0 a2 |

Fifteen pupils passed the B.A. examination against twelve
last year, nineteen the First Arts examination against cleven,
and forty-one the Matriculation examination agaist forty-
five. Omne student of the Trevandram College obtained the
M.A. degree.  The Law class had an average attendance of
twenty-one students, but only two went up for the BL.
examination, and ouly one passed  The number of English
District Schools is the same as last year, viz., nineteen Govern-
ment Schools and three aided Schools, but there is a corsider-
able increase in the attendance, which has risen to 1,609.
Nearly halt the pupils in the Government Schools are how-
ever 1 the lowest class, and a comparative examination to
which the three highest classes were for the first time sub-
jected was attended m some cases with poor results, but the
mstitution of this examination is likely to prove of great
value in checking the tendency to promote boys to classes
for which they are unfit, and cven during this year Mr. Ross
considers that the progress has been greater than it has ever
heen before.  The three aided Schools are also favorably
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noticed. The attendance in tht English (irls’ School at
Trevapdrmu has risen again from 56 to 66, but only one girl
’olut of three succeeded in passing the Middle School examina-
tion The aided High Caste (irls’ School in the Fort, con-
ducted by Miss Blandford under the auspices of the Zenana
Mission, is increasing in numbers, there being 93 girls against
72 in the previous year. The vesults of (he last written
examination are described as satisfactory in Indian history,
geography and arithmetic, hut the pupils failed in the
geography of Kurope, this being their first attempt at writing
an Knglish paper. ~ The following statistics show the advance
made in vernacular education during the year :—
1880-81 1 1881-82
|

Pupils um)
Classification. [Sehools | sy Pupils,

Schools

i

| Boys | caris | ot | Boys [ Gt | Total,
(tovernment- l ' [ |

District . 331 2,001 4590 3,380 36 2,634 791 3,45
Village .| 197 , 8,267 738, 9,005 | 196 . 9,437 ‘.i.‘ﬂ'l 10,374

Aided--- i }
Town . a5 |,9|3i 4461 2,250 25 ‘ 1,801 4821 2,373
Provincal.| 410 | 15,035 L 3,431 i ]H,4G|i[ 412 ; 14,943 i 4,258 | 19,201
e
Total 1 665 128,03 5,074 330101 669 25,905 | 6408 ! 35,373

1t will be scen that while the wumber of s¢hools has vemained
neatly stationary, the attendance has inereased considerably,
the inerease being most marked in the gitly” schools.  Most
of the aided schools are mission schools  The instruetion
imparted m- the village schionls does not generally vise above
the second standard, which includes the sceond book of
reading, writing on paper and cadjan, dictation, the simple
rules of arithmetic, the names of the talugs and the geography
of the talug in which the school is gituated, and some lessons
on health.  The district schools teach up to the third and
fourth standards, which comprise poetry, qrammar and com-
position, arithmetic as far as proportion, the geography of
India, Asin and Europe, the history ol Travancore and half
the history of India, a little Sanserit, some text books on
moral and social duties, the principles of ugricalture, &e.
The fifth or highest standard, which is reached only in the
Central Vernacular School at Trevandran, includes the whole
of arithimetic, the tirst book of Kuclid, algehra as far as simple
v
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equations, the geography of the four continents, Indian and
English history, Malayalam poetry, grammar and composition,
Sanscrit poetry, and treatises on education, agriculture, moral
and social duties, &e. The number of boys and girls attend~
ing these vernacular schools is o. little over six per cent. of
children of a school- going age. There are besides hundreds
of indigenous vil]age schools which have yet to be brought
under the influence of the grant-in-aid system, and it is
mainly in this direction that an extension of education may
be lgoked for. This will be a work of time, for the instruction
now imparted in these schools is described as not only useless,
but mischievous, and the first thing requisite is to train the
teachers. The possibility of one or two Normal Schools
being established for this purpose is hinted at.

No Tines of railway have yet reached the Travancore
territory, and there is a great dearth of industrial enterprise.
It is however now in contemplation to connect Travancore
with Tinnevelly, and two alternative lines are under con-
sideration. Some attempts have becn lately made to intro-
duce the manufacture of sugar. Mr. Danagh, an American
merchant at Alleppey, is going to start a cotton mill with
20,000 spindles and 200 looms, partly with the aid of capital
advanced to him by the Travancore Government; and the
Government are also in communication with Mr. Routledge
with a view to establishing a paper mill.

The Dewan’s report deals with many other matters,
which cannot be touched on here, but it will be sufficiently
obvious that the history of the year is a record of progress.

One more event may however be noticed. The enlightened
ruler of this state rcccived a telegram from the Viceroy on
the day before the Queen’s birthday, announcing his appoint-
ment as a Grand Commander of the Star of India.

R. M. MacboxAL,

REVIEW.

INpiAN [pyiLs, ¥rom the Sanskrit of the Makabharata.
By Epwin ArNoLp, C.8.I. Tritbner & Co. London, 1883.

Mr. Edwin Arnold’s books need no introduction. One ofs
them, the delightful Light of Asia, is known far beyond the
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circle of people specially interested in India, and that circle
is always anxious to read anything he has written. This time
we are not sure if the work he offers to us is, or is not, the
completion of a previous scheme. His trilogy, {hree volumes
of poems treating respectively of Buddhism, Bralunanism and
Mohammadanism, was complete without it.  But we have no
need to quarrel when whal, comes to us in addition is as good
as this.

The Indian Idylls consist entively of poetic translations
from the Mahabiarata, of which the two most importald are
Savitri and Nalw and Damayanti, and the rest of a hall a dozen
detached episodes of less importance, or at least smaller size.

Mr, Edwin Arnold, quoting in his preface from an carlier
paper of Lis own ou the two great epies, says—

“These most remarkalle pooms contain almost all the history
of ancient India as far as it can be discovered, together with
such inoxhaustible details of its political, social and religious
lifo, that the antique llindu world really stand epitomised in
them. Tho Old Testament is really not more interwoven with
the Jewish race, nor the Now "Lostament with tho civilization of
Christendom, nor the Koran with the records and destinies of
Islam, than theso two Sanskrit poems with that unchanging and
teoming population which Her Majesty rules as Kmpross of
Hindustan.”

This is saying a great deal, and perhaps it would not do
to expect pavallels of this kind to De very literally correct ;
it is enough if, as this one, they are very vividly suggestive,
When more is known about the past of India, we shall per-
haps learn why a people so good as they were ab historic
story, should have failed to write history, or he told what was
the mature of the religious seruples to which this fact has
been generally wseribed.  Better still, it further kuowledge
enables us to unravel, as perhaps it may, the historie thread
on which the fiction hangs. ‘

To proceed to the poems themselves, we tike Scvitri livst,
as less known than Nelu and Deamegyanti.

SAvitr is @ true heroine of Indiaun story.  Born in answer
to prayer—fair, so very fair, < hetter than many Im}ys,“ one of
the exceptional women in honouring \\'h.um, ll.nul.u” poets

o think they make amends for a great deal of easy indifference
to the sex, at large—so fair, a very miracle, that no one daved
A2
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to ask her for his wife. She had therefore to go round India
herself, accompanied by her father, his ministers, and sages, to
choose a hushand, and posting from place to place finally fell |
in with Satyavin in a wood. He was high born, “fair of
form and sweet of looks.” '
“(Qallant, kind,

Reverent, self-governed. gentle, cquitable,

Modest and constant.  Justice livos in him.

And honour guides.  Those who do love a man

«  Praise him for manhood; they that seek a saint
Laud him for purity and passions tamed.”

His father, & Dlind king, has been turned out of his Raj
by an encmy, and the son has grown up in the forest.  Sivited
chvoses T at once and absolutely. A great sage, Narada,
is consulted, who gives the above quoted description of the
prince, bub says it is an evil choice as he will die a year after
the marriage.  Nevertheless Sivitd s determined, and it
takes place.  She lives in the forest with him and the blind
king, and all goes well until the day comes when Satyavin
must die.  The wife has prepared herself by holding a
“threefold fast”; for three days foregomng food, sleep, and
movement, she sat, ©still as though carved in wood.”

The prince went oul as nsual on the fatal morning to the
woods with his axe on his shoulder, but not alone; Sivitri
asks and obtams leave to go with him.

¢« With aching heart; albeit her face was bright.
Flower-luden trees her luge oyes lighted on,
Green glades where peafowl sported, crystal stroams,
Aund soaring hills, whose groen sides burned with bloom,
‘Which oft the Prince would bid her gaze upon;
But she as oft turned thosc great eyes from them
To look on him, her hushand, who must die,
(For always in her heart wero Narada’s words) ;
And so she walked behind him, guarding him,
Bethinking at what hour her lord must die;
Ier truo heart torn in twain, one half to him
Close-cleaving, one half watching if Death come.”

Of course the blow falls.  Satyaviin feels a sudden pang,
and lays his head down in her lap to die. Then Yama comes
to bear away his soul, comes in person as a special grace ;e
fits his noose (it is not stated where) and forces forph his soul,
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“subtile, a thumb in length,” and bears it away towards the
south. Instead of staying to mourn, Sivitri follows him—
“Dbold in wifely purity.” Yama bids her go back. She
answers it is her duty to follow where ler lord goes, and says
a verse to him in praise of virtue and self-mastery. The king
of death is so pleased that he offers her any boon she may
ask other than her husband’s life. She begs that the king,
her father-in-law, may have his sivht restored. Still she
follows and repeats move verses till Yama has promised her
the restoration of her father-in-law’s kingdom ; male heis to
her own father; sons for herself, Satyavin's children.  But
she is not content, and follows singing, We quote the final
verse.
¢« Never are noble spirits

Toor while their like survives.

Trun lovo has wealth to render,

And virtue gifts to give.

Never is lost or wasted

The goodness of the good;

Nover against a mercy,

Agpainst a right it stood.

And—seeing this—-that virtue

Ts always {riend to all,

"The virtuous and true-hearted

Mon their ¢ protectors’ call.””

This is hardly so good as some of the earlier ones, but by
it Yama is vanquished.  He gives her back her lord’s life,
and all ends well.

The story of Nalo and Damayanti has been told before,
and is probably known to most of our readers. Tt is certainly
very well told shere, Mr. Edwin Amold giving us the beautiful
legend in a very worthy poctic form. Dawmayanti is another
of the ladies too heautiful to be chosen, and who holds a
gnthering of princes to choose her lord, and from a brilliant
throng of gods and men takes Nala, beautiful and good.

“ Ruling his folk
In strength, and virtues, guardian of his state,
Also the Aswa medha rite he made,
Greatest of rites, the offering of the horse.”

e Of all the rites of the Sanskrit legendary world this is the
least com}grehenéible. Tt seems to be a glorification of obser-
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vance as such, meaning very little and leading to nothing.
It did not, even hinder Nala being possessed by an evil spirit,
who led him to gamble and Joaded the dice against him. He |
loses everything and deserts his wife, moaning over her as
she lies asleep—

“ Ah, Sweethoart! whom nor wind nor sun hefore
Iath ever rudely touched ; thus to be couched
In this poor tent, its floor thy bed, and I,
Thy lord deserting thee, stoaling from thoe

" Thy last robe ! Oh my Lovo, with the bright smile,
My slendor-waisted queen! will she not wake
To madness?  Yeoa, and when she wanders lone
In tho dark wood, haunted with Leasts and snakes,
ITow will it fare with Bhima's tender child,
The bright and peerless !

This is beautifully cxpressed, but it fails perceptibly
to mend a very bad case.  The simple solution of staying to
take care of her did not occur to him.  The pathos of Buddha
leaving the wife he loves to serve suffering humanity is a
little out of place here, and we feel that Damayanti has the
best of it when she awakes, and, finding her husband gone,
5aYyS i—

“Wert thou not named, O Nala! true and just!
Yot art thou thesoe to quit me while I slept ?
And hast thou so forsaken mo, thy wife—
Thy true fond wife, who never wrought theo wrong,
‘When by all others wrong was wrought on thee ?”

The only thing to be said on Nala’s side is, that the Hindu
wife of this period made such a point of her faithfulness as,
we suspect, to be rather glad when she really had plenty
to put up with. No other purpose of any kind is served by
Nalas desertion.  Damayunti has dreary wanderings and
many dangers and sorrows ; Nala something of the lxl\(' but
he vompxmtlvdy soon gets a comfortable post as charioteer
to the king of Ayodh)n The wile i3 first discovered by her
" father's pcopk sent in search, and then she takes a very great
deal of trouble to hunt out her missing spouse.  'We may he
willing to forgive him for the very great hc‘mty of two songs—
too 1um unlmtunatdy to quote, too good to iutilate, “but s
quite the best things in the book—by which ‘the husband and
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wife finally are assured each of the other's identity and good
faith, For these our rcaders must turn to the book itself ;
they will be well rewarded in doing so.

Of the six minor poems the three last, 7he Night of
Slawghter, The Great Journey, and The Entry dnto Heaven,
have appearcd before in the author’s volume of Ladian Poctry,
published two years ago. They are well worth reproducing,
and are in their true place here as elosing o volue wholly
drawn from the Mahdbhdrata. No one will regret reading
again the story of the journey of the Pandu princes to%ards
their death, nor fail to adwmire the faithfulness of Yudhishthira,
who refuses to leave his dog to enter heaven, and the simple
foree with which the story 1s told.  The king, detailing four
sing, says :—

«“These four I deem not diver than tho sin,
If one, in coming forth from woe to weal,
Abandon any meanest comrade then.”

This is @ wholesomer kind of faithfulness than that of the
wife, who requires to have the ugony piled up very high that
she may show how true she is. Both this and 7% Entry into
Heacen have the spint of true manliness, and something too,
that we are disposed {0 think exclusively Christian, and
which it is good for us all to find at times elsewhere.

Of the third portion of the nunor poems we have not
fime to suy mueh.  We do not particwlarly hke the Swinf’s
Templation. The Birth of Deatl is an attempt at philo-
sophical explanation of death, which "does not seem: to he
very successful as such, though it is very tonching.

We conclude with the Iimes wineh elose this chapter :—

B

« Whoso reads and whoso hears,
T'his fair story of old years,
Well and wisely gives his pains;
Since therehy his spirit guns
Picty and peace aud bliss;
Nay, and heavenward leadoth this;
And, on earth, its wisdom brings,

Wealth and health and happy things.”

J. E. CanuLL,
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CROSSING THE SEA FOR HINDUS.

( The following article, by « liberal Brakman, which lately appearcd
m a paper published at Bangalore, presents a striking picture of the
conflicting opinions as to caste rules in Mysore. It will enable our
English readers to appreciate some of the diffirulties connected with a
voyage to England for indus of the higher castes from Southern India.)

At no time within living memory has the Brihman world of
Mysore been moro convulsod than at present.  Widow marriage,
conversion of Brahmans to Christianity, carrying of cooked food
on the railways, adoption of Iluropean costumo and manners,
free uso of English and Hindustani (Mlécheha tongues) on sacred
oceasions, inter-dining among the various sects and sub-sects of
the Brihmans, and a thousand other breaches of customary and
sacerdotal laws havo boon oponly practised or attemptod; yet
the almost stolid nonchalance of lindu society was not disturbed
by any of them. Within the last six months, however, society
in Mysore has been perturbed in a manner at onee unexpected
and deplorable.

A young Srivaishnava® gontleman, w scion of one of the first
families of that community in Mysore, finding his prospects in
this country by no means cncouraging, and animated by a
laudable ambition to enter the higher grades of the legal pro-
fession, left for Fngland early tn February this year, became
enrolled in one of tho Inny of Court, and thus bogan to gualify
himself as a barrister-at-law.  His father and rvelutives are
thoroughly orthodox, and being assured that such a step weuld
never be permitted by them, ho did not inform them of his
plucky undertaking until he was beyond their reach at Aden.
Thero was, of course, the usual wringing of hands and gnashing
of teeth, but his friends soon reconciled thomselves to the
inevitablo, and determined at least to make a sincem and
energetic attompt to prevent his heing lost to socicty. With
very practical good sense they incurred much extra troublo
and expense in keoping their relative us much aloof in London
as possible, so that his caste might not be broken moie than
was unavoidablo under thoe circumstances. There is absolutely

+ no reason to suppose that the adventurous young gentleman was
not true to his Brahmanical instincts, or that ho was not a strict
vegotarian and teetotaller. . . . .

The Brihmaus profess to bo guided by their Shastras, thoso

* Srtvaishnaca.—-A follower of Ramanuga, the great Vaishnava ve- ¢
former.
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records of antiquity, in which the wisdom and religions of

countless ages are erystallized. ~ The precepts of these Yook
and the practice of the present age show that seatrayell e
objectionable for the three twice-bom layers of Tindu m\,‘(ﬁm\“
Tt was very common in the other ages, as the historical pmztimyl‘s
of the Yurinas plainly indicate. For the Kali Yuga,* howevor
sea going is laid down as a breach of the sacerdotal law. As
time went on, and finding that the concerns of life outstripped
such a law, a sage stepped in and doclared that in the cuso of
the people of the north sea-travolliug is pormissible, ns also

certain other specific infractions of tho sacrod ordinances. JFven
this was not enough.

®

On the eastern and westorn coasts, there
are ports, shrines and sacred waters, access to which is only

practicablo by sea. A later social benetactor, thorefore, made
an excoption in favour of sea-travelling oven in the south for a
period of lese than three days.  As a rider howevor to tho fore-
going rolaxation of the ancient law, a toxt exists to the cffect
that in the present Kalif age, ¢ a sea-travelled Brihman should
not be associated with, although puritied.” It is noteworthy
here that association is prohibited with «/l voyagors, whether for
less than three days or not.  But tho rule is more honoured in the
breach than in the observance, and nothing is more common
now-a-days than to find thal cvery twentieth Brihman one
moves with has at some time or other mado o voyage, cithor on
pilgrimage or businoss, in many cases of moro than threo days
duration.  And yet these estimablo mombers of Hindu socioty
novor underwent any ponance, nor havo they incurred any, the
least, social disabilities,

Tt is essentinl that the preceding cireumstances should be kept
in view in rightly appreciating tho social commotion which at
present engrosses the public mind in Mysoro.  The friends of
our travellor were anxious on two grounds that ho should
conbinuo @ member of their socicty ; ces. (1) with a view to spare
tho natural fetlings of his parents, and to maintain intact tho
tios which bound hine to wife and ehildren; and (2) with tho
less selfish opo that the enlightenment and enlargod OXPUTICNEo
gained by a trip to and sojourn in the conntries ol the west
should lewven the inert masses of his countrymen, and thereby
awaken in their minds a spirit of enterpriso and greator activity.
But the first plungo is always most unploasant. An inventory
was taken, thorefore, of such members of the community as*
would consent to associato with the traveller when purified after

* Kali yuga.—The last of the fowr great divisions ol time
ancient Ihudu chronological rules. The four
» P'reta yuga, Dwapara yuga and Kalryuga.
+ Kali @ Kalt yuya, age.

nding to
yugas are  Krita yuga,



22 JOURNAL OF THFE NATIONAL INDIAN ASSOCIATION.

his return. Nearly all his well educated follow-caste people
agreed to treat him as before ; for it is a well-known fact that
the breasts of the educated Hindus all ovor India are stirred by
a keen desire to visit the civilized countries of the west, and
many of them would to-morrow cast social and other difficulties
to the wind,if they could only raise the requisite * sinews of war.”
The majority of the Srivaishnavas were, however, passive, as they
usually are to changes of all kinds; and the case of the traveller
would not have evoked more than a langnid and ephemeral
interest in the country, but for the officious zeal of a fow gentle-
men whose intellectual attainments and status were worthy of a
bettet cause. It should bo noted here that the Srivaishnavas
are straining overy nerve to give their sons the beuclits of a
high Enghsh education, the disintegrating results of which are
manifested in mental, religious and moral differences betwoen
tho members of overy family. The parvents of the cducated
Braliman belong to « fast disappearing and fossilised past, and
are only tolerated. " He himselt stands on a platform to which
his wifo has had no access.  llis children, if ho has any, are yet
more advanced, and jeer at observances which oven their scofling
purent holds sacred.

It was very natural therefore that when the question was
put, many educated Srivaishnavas who were in all vespecets thoir
own masters consented to wdentify themeselves with the eause of
tho sca-traveller.  Although they are fathers themselves, 1t is
their blessing that some of them have their parents ahve, and
these latter were lashed to fury by their own wounded self-
importance and by tho influenco of the dissentient edueated
moembers.  One of them went so far as to atinerate throngh
certain parts of tho country, and stir up his quiescent casto-men
to excommunieate tho sea-traveller and his friends. Mectings
were held at Bangalore, Mysore and other places, m which the
Shistras were consulted ; and an unusual and highly artificial
cohosion was lent fo the heterogencous ingredients of  the
Brihman world. .

Taking advantage of the long vacation, the travellor was
induced to pay a flymg visit to his family, and underwent o very
tiresome and costly penanco at a sacred shrine wuder the
auspices of a very learned and holy sage.  But his return servod
as the very applo of discord among tho already over excitod
.members of hiy caste.  Tho leaders collected together the
majority of its membors, and passed resolutions not only
excommunicating the sea-travoller, but also those who sym-
pathised with hum, although the latter have not as yet broken
bread in his company.  In this manner, the would be defenders
of the caste havo virtually dug the ground from undcr' its foun-
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dations, and introduced discord amd disunion where there was
on the whole a gencral feeling of unanimity.

It would excito the risibility of the outside voader if some of

» tho rosults of those proceedings were described.  Futher is
divided from son, wife from husband, mother from daughter,
and friends and relations from ench other; in short thero is con-
fusion and chaos in the community. All this would vanish like
mist before the sun if a littlo reason were used: but was over
reason called into play at times of popular excitement and
agitation in any country? Contact with the excommunicated
is imagined, and whole familics plunge into ponance. Altogother,
the ferment into which Briliman society has been thro¥m in
Mysore would alford a curious study to the unimpassioned
observer.

Noue so well as o Brahman can realiso the horrors of ex-
communication. The same penalty in the Church of Rome,
and “hoycotting” in Iroland ave mero child’s play in com-
purison.  Utter exclusion from social and roligious priviloges
aud duties, and from all thoso acts and observances the sum
total of which forms the bo-all and end-all of Tindu life, is
but a part of it. Kvery one looks askance at an excommuni-
cated person, and lilo becomes a burdon to him. Tt may ocasily
bo imagined then what the powers of the caste /el tiericht are
for evil in this country : maths* and tomples ave attempted to be
closod to him, and no ono will assist an excommunicated
person in tho performance of unavoidable religious rites.

Travelling in Europo is not altogether condemned by the
orthodox majority.  The leaders at least admit that it will
enlarge the mind and improve the travoller in more ways than
one.  But they argue that it is impossible for a Bribhman to
cross the seas and visit Buropoan countries without irretriovably
forfoiting custe and veligion.  In this matter the minority are
at issue with their caste-men, and strongly advocato visits to
civilized countwios. Thoy maintain that it is quite feasible to
travel, in Kurope and stay somo time in tho countries of the
wost without hreaking caste, or abjuring religion and nutionality.
The orthodox, however, do not™ concedo the possibility of a
Brahman leaving India without being denationalised.

The maths in Southern India were invoked, and their
decision was of course adverse to the reform. It would have
been absurd to expect tho contrary. The priests and women
all over tho world form tho stronghold of the dogma that
« whatever is is best.” Tf sea-travelling bo allowed by the
maths, the very corner stonc of their existonco would be dis-

o placed. It may gafoly be questioned by tho thoughtful whether

* Maths,—Monasteries or religious bodies.
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any movement for the amelivration of mankind ever emanated
from, or roceived in its earlier stages tho support of, the estab-
lished church in any country!

Education and contact with tho most advanced phases of
western thought have ongendercd in the nrinds of young
Hindus a temloncy to drift away from the established and
recognized lund marks of the Shdstras. Their ambition is to
assimilate thoir thoughts and actions to those of the Europeans,
whom they adopt as their models.  But this tendency is not
gonerally shared by tho more sober and practical thinkers
among the Ilindus, who are trying on every possible occasion
to take the happy v medie between blind and superstitious
bigotry on the one hand, and unsympathizing and rockless
radicalism on the othor. Their measures are thorefore inspired
with the two-fold object of gradually making progress whiloe
not yet quite abandoning tho Shistras, on which the wholo
superstructure of Hindu sociely is (stuhlnlwd.

In the case of the soa-traveller alroady montioned, the ad-
vocates of reform attompt to prove that although traveling by
3en is objectionable, it is only a breach of conventional law, and
may ho oxpiated by penancos; and that no roligious or social
privileges need be forfeited by it.

Amongst the inmumerablo works and traditions which eon-
stituto the Hindw's sacred law (Shdstram), the Smriti® of Manu
stands prominent. It is an axiom that “Swmritis at varanee
with Manw’s are not binding.”  Manu nowhers oxprossly
prohibits sca-travelling.  In chapter dii, verses 119 to
167, Manu characterizos cortain  individnals, including  sea-
travellers, astrologers, doctors, teachers for remuncration, 1dol-
worshippers, murderers, tradesmen, bankers, men with cortuin
bodily deformitios and diseases, &e., &e., as the worst kinds
of Brihmans, and as unfit to eat with, and directs that they
should not be invited for Siidhs | and other religious rites
(Haryam-Karyam).  Tho Pandits interpres this rejection as
oxtending to tho complete rocial ostracism of scu-travellers;
but in practice this interpretation is falsilied almost overy
day. Doctors, bankers, tradesmeun, toachers, &e., form very
estimable moembers of Hindu society, and men who have made
voyages along the coasts, and for periods oxtonding from one to
seven days, oceupy no inferior position therein,  The exclusion
is now applied only to those who would cross the seas to Kurope.
That the above mentioned prolubition is confined only to par-

* Smrdde, ~The sacved Taws of India, next m unportance to the Srutis or
Vedic revelations.

[
t Sradhs.--Properly Svardhams,  Religious ceremonics, perwdu'ul]y

performed in honowr of the dead. .
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ticular religious rites i3 quite ctear from the fact that sen-
travellers are mentioned in the commentary on Parisara’s* law,
among persons unfit for tho Sridh (Brdmhandrt ham). Whatever
may have been the applicability of Manu’s Smriti to other ages
no well-informed Brahman will deny that in the prosent Kali
age, the law in force is tho Smriti of Parisara; and the com-
mentary of Midhavichirya thercon is well knowu all over India.
It is nowhero statod in this Smriti that sea-travolling is sinful.
In chap. xii., verse 78}, Pardsara treats of the sin of association
(Samsargam), and Midhavichiryi’s comment thereon is that
¢ Pardsara did not think that there is any sin in associatipn in
tho present age.””  Again, in Manu chap. xi., 188, thero is tho
mandate that ¢ unpuririsp sinvers should not be associated
with; but after purification thoy should be treated as pErore.’
The only exceptions to this rulo are referred to in the next verse,
iz, ungratoful persous, and raurderers of womon, children, and
of persons who throw themselves on one’s mercy.  But a sea-
traveller is not there included among these to ho shunned after
purification.  The toxt] onjoining tho social oxclusion of purified
sea-travellers comes from the Turdnas, which aro also rvocog-
nized as authorities, although infertor {0 the Smritis.  Lists of
acts to be avoided and omitted in the Kali agoe ave therein given,
and includo association with ¢ Dvijas who have muade voyages
on bhoard ship over the sew”  But it has heen decided by tho
Poona Branch of the Sankardcharyw’s werlk that < naw yatah”’
refers only to sailors and persons living by the sea, and not to
ordinary travollers, A corroborative text also exists, and has
been acted upon north of tho Krishni. [t is, moreover, un-
deniable that most of theso rules are obsoleto.  For instanco,
Sungisant 1s condemned therein; but who does not moeet with
Hindu Senyisis now-a-days as thick as blackberries?  Tho
blowing of tha sacrificial fivo with the mouth is condemned, hut
such fires are kept alive only with the mouth, although a stick
is hold in the hand as an apology for a pipe.  The daughter of
the wmtornal unclo should not he espoused in marriage; but
what is moro common in Southern Indin than such marriages?
To go, oxcopt on pilgrmage, to Bengal, Siudh, (iuj‘n':zt,.auul
the frontior countries, is tantamount to losing Brihmanism
but how many thousands are thevo uot, who have been to thoso
countrios on businoss ?  Tlave they undergouo any penanco ?

Moroe instances might casily be given to prove thal such N}lcs
have long ago ceasod to have force, but the above will suffice.

* Purdsra.—~A greab writer on the Sk, the chief authorty for the
Kali yuga.
.+ Dviasya abdhad tu nau yituh Sodhitagya api sangrahah,

1 The sqverest form of asceticism.
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The reform party contend thas this old-world text ought not to
over-ride the explicit doctrine of Manu and of the celebrated
Midhavichirya in his commentary on Pardsara, and that after
penance the sea-traveller should be re-admitted into all the privi-
leges and duties of caste. But the orthodox defenders of custom
and tradition contond that association with him should bo for-
given to the fifth or sixth dogree, in tho same way as Yijnya
Valkya lays down for unpurified sinners. This is both illogical
and narrow-minded, for Yijuya quotes Manu’s rule in chap. xi.,
188 (supra), and legislates only for wapurified sinners. A sea-
traveller affer purification in the prescribed manner cannot
obviously be governed by the same rule.

The above iy a plain and unvarnished picturo of the present
stato of DBrihman society in general, and of the Srivaishna-
vas in particular, in Mysore. Tn times of popular excitement
many oxcesses ave counnitted, which the perpetrators them-
selves will be the, first to regret in cooler moments.  But
Tudian society ought to inscribe this truism on every wall
and house-door, that it would bo as easy to stem tho torront
of a river ‘as to stop the march of progress, now that it has
begun. If the patriarchs of DBrilman society are dissatisfied
with the revolutionary ideas of the times, they should have
refrained from giving a liberal modern edueation to their sons
and brothers.  But they are most cager to give to their children
all the benefits of 4 high education, and it is therofore absurd
on their purt to bo dissatisfied with the consequences.  Light
and darkness cannot bo more irreconcilablo than a high
modern education and belief in erery one of tho observances and
superstitions of the fossilised Tindw world,

Travelling itself is strongly reconnuended in the old litera-
ture of tho Tlindus as an important means of education.  Ono
of their witty sativists has happily likened a stay-at-home person
to a tortowe at the bottom of » well unable to see the world and
ignorant of happiness.*  'The Purinas, Ka’vyams and even the
fables abound in adventurous travels by all the heroes worthy
of imitation.  But the ignorance of ages and tho bonds of caste,
creating endless exclusiveness, have produced in the indu
mind a reluctanco to leave home, and even the certainty of
material well-being does not in most cases overcomo it.  Already,
however, there are healthy signs of a change, and it behoves
«the leaders of socicty to take advantage of and profit by them.

In the Bombay Presidency going to IEngland has become
common cnough, and there is no difficulty with regard to the

¢ Kapa, kirmaih, Sadham,
Kim janite bhuvana chantam
Kin sukham chopa bhungté-
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social restoration of the traveller. * It is only in the South that
there is an overpowering resistance ; but if thero is any power
in truth and reason, and if human naturo is true to its instinets,
the Hindu well-wishers of their country need not despair of
ulfimate success. Europe has Ly an inscrutable disponsation of
Providence become the home of worldly prosperity, and India is
indissolubly bound to her. Despite the frantic opposition of
Brahmandom the time will come round, and that sooner than
most people expect, when a visit to the land of our rulers will
be rebbed of all its present social torrors to a twice-born Hindu.

A BramyvaN LipEmr.
(Lrom the < Uarvest Field.”)

MEDICAL WOMEN FOR INDIA.

A Paper on Medical Women for India was read by Dr.
Frances Hoggan before the Dalloon Society, in the Lecture
Room of the Aquarium, on the evening of November 30th.
Surgeon-General . Baltour presided at the meeting.

The Lecturer traced the early history of the movement and
its rapid development during the last year.  She specially
called attention to the fact that it had originated in Tndia nine
years ago when Surgeon-General E. Balfour (the chairman of
the evening) was at the head of the Medical Department of the
Madras Presidency, and succeeded m obtaining the sanction
of Government to the admission of women to the classes of
the Madras Medical College.  After paying a warm {ribute
to the generous and disinterested services rendered by Dr.
Balfour to the cause of medical women, and giving particu-
lars of the appointments held by some lady doctors in native
Stateg, Mrs. Hoggan brought forward a large amount of con-
current testimony [rom medical men, Indian women and
others to prove the nrgent need of women doctors in India,
She touched on the insufficiency of medical missionaries to
meet the case, while recognising the fact that female mis-
sionarics had penctrated into native Lomes and gained the,
confidence of the women to a greater extent than medical
men ever could do.  She gave the history of the movement
at Bombay for bringing out from Kngland a few qualified
women doctors ,on fixed guaranteed salaries, to be supple-
mented Ry fees from private practicc—a movement which
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dated from the publication of an article she wrote for the
Contemporary Revicw in August, 1882, She enlarged on the
opening of the Caleutta Medical College to women this year
by the liheral policy of the Licutenant-Governor of Benggl,
and mentioned the encouraging fact that a native lady B.A.
had immedsately availed herself of the opportunity afforded
to enrol herself as a student of the Caleutta College.  Refer-
ence was made to the twenty millions of Indian widows, and
a hope expressed that they would be encouraged and helped
to ceme forward in large numbers for medical training as
they had already done for training as teachers.  In conclusion
Mrs, Iloggan pointed out that medical women in India would
do as much service to the State as the doctors of the Civil
Medical Serviee, aud that they ought therefore to he ehgible
for snitable Government appointments in British India, or
they would be at a disadvantage as compared with native
States, where they already hold several good and Tuerative
appointments.  She held that it is mainly to Indian wonien
receiving their medical edueation in India, where the colleges
are now open to them, that we must look for the solution of
the medical woman question m India.

The following speakers took part in the discussion which
followed the reading of the Paper:—>Major Proudioot, for-
merly Secrctary to the late Sir Salar Jnng, at Iyderabad
Dr. Cullamore, who practised for many years in Northern
Burmah ; Rev. Dr. Brown; Dr. Clarke, an Indian medical
practitioner; Captain Moleswortli; and Mrs. Clark, lately a
medical missionary in the Punjab.

A resolution was passed to the effect “ That this Meeting
hears with satisfaction that a long-felt want has been met,
partly by sending out qualitied women from this country, hut
more cspeeially by the facilities which (overnment are now
offering for the medical education of women in Tndia.”

A vote of thanks to the Chairman was proposed by Col.
Prendergast Walsh, and sceconded by Dr. George Iloggan,
and the Meeting closed.

We have the pleasure to yire @i full the address of the
Cheirman, Surgeon-General Balfour, on the occasion above
referred to. It was as follows:—

Ladies and Gentlemen,—It may not be out of place for mg
to explain why the honor has been conferred on me of being
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placed in the chair at this Meeting, T may therefore mention
that while I was head of the Madras Medieal department
circumstances led me to form the opinion that the time had
aigived for the Government to authorise the admission of
lady students into the Medical College. My proposal to that
effect. was approved, and after a preparatory attendance at
hospital and  dispensary practice four ladies entered the
College in the 1875-6 session. All of them have since passed
out with eredit, one of them taking more marks than any of
all the other students there  That Tady is now employed by
the Hyderabad government on a large retaining fee. Another’
of the four is employed in Rujpntana, hy a Rajput State ;
a third married, but has since engaged in private practice ;
and the fourth lady came to this country and recently took
the degree of Bachelor of Medicine, with high honours, at the
London University.

This was the inanguration of a great change in the educa-
tional system of India, for m the current year all the other
medical schools—at Calentta, at Bombay, at Agra, and at
Lahore-—have been thrown open to lady students.  Last
session eight ladies were on the rolls of the Madras College,
and for the curvent sesaton three fresh students have joined.
At the outset, several young persons applied to be admitted
to the classes with a stipend from govermment ; bat it was
decided that those desirous of studying must do so on their
own resources, and the result has shown that stipends were not
requived, and thal permission to enter the colleges was alone
sufficient to attract ample numbers.

It is only twelve years since the question of providing
medical aid to the women of  India from the medical colleges
there has been under discussion, but in that interval the
subjest has assumed a prominence for which its warmest
advocates could not have hoped. The Hyderabad government
Dy its enlightened minister, the late Sir Salar Jung Bahadur,
in 1873, at my rccommendation, accepted the services of a
Jady physician. The people of Bombay also have not waited
for their own medical schools to train lady doctors, but have
sent to England for them 5 one qualified practitioner has been *
selected, and another 1s likely shortly to tollow.

You are all aware that in this country the higher educa-

o tion of women has been receiving increasing attention,
+ Ladies’ Colleges® were established in Harley Street and Bed-
“
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ford Square. The London University has declared its degrees
to be available for women ; the University of Cambridge has
admitted women to the Tripos Examinations; Girton College
and Newnhaw are continually enlarging their accommodation ;
Mr. Holloway is erecting at Mount Lea, near Egham, a college
for the higher education of women which will go far to eclipse
any scholastic foundation that has been known in Europe for
centuries. Fven since 1 was asked to take this chair, the news-
papers mention that Sir William Thomson has bequeathed
£30,800 to found scholarships for students of both sexes, in
cqual numbers, and to assist young women to enter the medical
profession.  Sir William Thomson was for many years the
British Ambassador at the court of Persia. The people of
that country are almost all Muhammadans, and he had there-
fore ample opportunities for knowing the importance of having
lady doctors for the Eastern races.

Great Britain may well he proud of its educational pro-
gress.  But Tndia is not lagging behind; and you will hear
to-night of recent instances of liberality on the part of Hindu
and Parsee residents which will show how many noble minds
there are among that country’s people.

With these changes going on it may be well to explain that
the women of India are not worse off] as regurds nedical adviee,
than their mothers were. They have not only, as hefove, their
own hereditary physicians and surgeons, ocenbists, bone-setters
and midwives, but they have now, i addition, increasing num-
bers of medical men, both Ewropeans and natives, who are prac-
tising in accordance with the teachings of Western science.

Such being the present position it may be asked, why not
Jeave the numbers of practitioners to be regulated by the
demand 7 To that question T would answer, that the object
of those who are interesting themselves in this movenient is
not to provide medical aid tor the people of Indin generally,
but they desive to obtain it for the wonwen of the country.
Their social condition is altogether dissimilar from that of the
womon of Great Britain.  They are uneducated, and by their
customs they caunot be seen by any man except their nearest
male relations,  Missionary bodies have tried to meet this
difficulty by employing women to visit their Indian sisters,
and there are at present many Zanana missions at work, And
those who arc endeavouring to obtain medical aid for thg e
wouen of India are following the plan of the Zanana mission- '
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aries, and are providing medical women for those houscholds
which medical men cannot enter.

There is another reason why the women of Tndia now
nacrit special care.  Since forty years the Indian Government
and the missionaries have been training the young men in
the higher branches of edueation, but their sisters, therr
daughters and their wives, have been left behind  The 1881
census showed o population over 252 millions, but only 155
thousand females of all the races were under instrnction.
And lady doctors will find that while fathers and husBands
are anxious to have their medical attendance, the nnedueated
women of the houscholds will accept it hesitatingly.

Medieal women going from this country will find much
to do. They will obtain remuncrative employment in the
larger towns, particularly in the mercantile eities or Bombay,
Caleutta and Rangoon, where business habits acenstom the
residents to pay for what they receive. Bub there are nog
many large towns; the mass of the people awe poor, and a
raedical woman settling there must look to creating o practice
for hersclf.  There are, however, many Nulive Governments
that will gladly axd with a retaining fee s also many of the
municipalities have wonen’s wards and andwitery  wards
attached to their dispensaries  There are Tikewise several
large hospitals for women and children, and all of these
would afford honourable employ, and would give the necessary
opportunitics tor developimg a remumerative practice. Indeced,
the last el frowm India brings the news that the Duke of
Counaught. has laid the foundation stone of @ Women's Hos-
pital which a native gentleman has endowed. On the subjeet
of fees T may observe that the people are hugely agnewtural,
and distributol m villages. Only 62 towns have over 50,000
inhabltants, and many large fees are not w be expected. X
have known an instance of Rs. 10,000 bemg civen to an
oceulist and his assistants for curing o case ol eataract, and 1
Lave head of Jarger swms; Iut the ordmary fees will be
small, [ think it very advisable, however, that fees should
be loaked for and accepted. A physician of my aciuinintance,
in large practice in a commercial town, :mm.ulml every ease
to which Le was sutmmoned, and accepted from the people
whatever they willingly oltered.  The payments were small

o sy, but he told me that they amounted to Rs. E}t)() nu)nLh!y.
I wmay algo mention that T bhave known an instance of a

o
Ao
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native gentleman refraining from seeking medical advice
because the Civil surgeon would not accept fees. 1t is there-
fore advisable alike for the physician and the patient that
fees should be tendered and accepted.

I must not detain you from the address of the 9venmg,
but there are two points to which a lady doctor going from
here may have her attention direeted.

Working alone in the seelugion of the honseholds unable
to have auyone in consultation, it is very necessary that she
should have no half-knowledge of her profession.  Besides
practice, dislocations and cases of difficult labour which may
any day oceur, the more lingering diseases, as those of the eycs
and of internal organs, will present themselves, many of them
of old standing, on which their hereditary physiciaus have
exarted all their shill and failed.  Vor all these the fullest
knowledge will be needed.

Also, a medical woman who fries to practice there, must
ke herself acquainted with the language of the district in
whicli she is to practice.  Most of the educated native men
know English well; hut the women only know thew mother
tongue; and hesides the many objections to employing an
interpreter hetween a physician and a patient, the people of
India estimate highly a person who knows their langnage.

SOCIAL AND PHILANTHRODZC INSTITUTIONS
IN TIHE WEST.
[.—AN LXPERIMENT IN PRODUCIIVE (O-OPERATION.

One application of the principle of Co-operation was discussed
at a Moeting of the National Indian Association in the year
1879, when a paper was read by Mr. Vansittart Neale containing
suggestions for applying co-operative machinery as a means of
enabling tho Indian cultivators to rescue themselves from moucey-
lenders. 'Lho subjuct is every day becoming botter known and
understood.  Its forms aro numerous. 'They were on that
occasion summarised by Mr. Vansittart Noale under threo
heads, stated briefly as Distributive, Productive and Financial.
The Rov. W. Kautmann, in his work on ¢ Socialism and Com-
munism,” defines the throe forms as follows :—

1.—Co-operation, patronising in its main features, which has
its ongm in the philanthropy of capitalists and others. .y

2.—Co-partnership, founded on the principle of ;autual in-'
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terest, which allows the working then to sharo in the profits of
employers, whilst the latter still retain the chiof management of
the businoss.

8.—Co-operation proper, ¢.c., combination among the working
men themselves to establish concerns for which they are sololy
responsible, becoming thus their own employers, and combining
the character of waster and man in their own persons.

It scems necessary to emphasise the fact that none of theso
forms of co-operation have anvthing in common with the co-
operative distributive stores in London, such as the Civil Servicoe
Supply and others, which are deseribed by Mr. Kaufmsen as
“inferior hmitations and spurions adjuncts of tho movement.
These associations,” he says, “having discovered tho benefits
arising from co-operation in cheapening witicles of consumption
by economy in distribution, estabhish stores liko those at
Rochdale, but without any regard to the moral and social aspeets
of co-operation.  There is no commumity of interest among
managers. shareholders and consiwmers. It amounts to nothing
more or lesg than amateur shop-keeping amwong the higher
classes, with the view of obtaining the necessaries and luxuries
of life at a cheaper vate.  But coven thus they perform an im-
portant function i making the advantages of” co-operation more
generally known, ws well as the benefits of the ready-money
system.”

The immediate subject of this notice, “The Decorative Co-
operator’s Assoctation,” is an experiment to test the possibility
of establishing in England tho second or productive form of
co-operation ¢ founded on the principle of mutual interest, which
allows the working men to share in the profits of the employers,
whilst the latter shll retain the chief management of the
business.” It owes its existence to the exertions of Miss 1Tart,
a lady well known for her sympathy with working men.  In
considoring  the vexed question of the antagonism between
capital and labour Miss Hart was struck by the solution that
seemod 10 hor to have been found in the success of the Paris firm
of decorators known as Maison Leclaire.  Miss Hart published
w pamphlot, entitled, ““ Poverty and its Remedy 5 a brief sketch
of tho Maison Leclairo and its Founder;” and by a number of
lectures on the subjeet sueceeded in arousing a desire to make
the experiment in London.  Thoe subjoined particulars are taken |
from Miss Hart's sketch :—

Two subjects were over occupying the mind of Leelaire :
(1) the future of his workmen ; and (2) the fact that in spite of
his best efforts a rooted antagonism did exist between master

eapd nien. He spoke on the latter point uno day in the year
#1835 to the philanthropist Fregier, who roplied, without realising



34 JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAY, INDIAN ASSOCIATION,

the forco of his words, ‘ that he saw no solution to that
difficulty, except in the participation of the workmen in the
profits of tho master!” These words bore no immediate fruit ;
but five years later Leclaire perceived suddenly that in carrying
out that idea ho could promote his own interests, and serve the
interests of his men at tho same time.  “ I asked myself,” said
Leclaire, ““ could a workman in our business, by putting more
heart into his work, produce in the same lapse of time, d.c., a
day, a surplus of work cquivalent to the value of an hour’s pay,
t.e., sixpenco? Could ho besides save twopenco-halfpenny a
day Iy avoiding all waste of the materials entrusted to him, and
by taking greator care of his tools 7 Everyone would answer
that hie could.  Well, then, if a single workman could arrive at
tho result of realising for the master an additional eightponce-
halfpenny a day, in 300 working days thoero would be a gain of
£10 fs. 2d. per man, or upwards of £3,000 a year in a business
like Leclaire’s, wluich employed at that time 500 on an average.
Horo would be a handsome profit to be shared by his men, and
gained as it were out of nothing.

Te had firw faith in his ealculation and was prepared for
the change, having already a nucleus of good workmen bound
together by a Mutual Aid Society, which he had founded two
vears proviously, in 1838, This Nocicty, in the outset Tittlo more
than a bencfit club, beeamo mn 1865 a corporato body, repre-
sonting the workmen’s interost in tho busmess, and legally
recogmsed as o slooping partner. .. From this date the
Society, like the other parvtners, roccived 5 per cent. interest on
its invested eapital, whist it was allotted 20 per cont of the
annual profits, 30 per cent. being divided among the workmen
individually in proportion to wages carned. Tho remuing lalf
of the profits were at this time shared by Leclaire and his
partnei.

In making this arvangement Leclaivo thus addressed his
workmon : —“ As members of the Mutual Aid Bociety you aro
no longer day labourers, working like muaehines, leaving off
work when the howr has done strikmg.  You arve purtners,
working on your own account, and as such nothing in the
workshops ean bo inditferont to you.  Everyone of you ought
to look after the plant and the materials as it you had beon
specially appointed guardians of them.”

In 1869 the firm becamo by charter a “Société en Com-
mandite,” e, o partnership in which the acting partners are
responsiblo without lmitation, and the dormant ones to the
extent of their capital only.  IKrom this date Leclairo ceased to
appriopriate any part of the profits— receiving only 5 per cent.s
interest on his mvested capital, b

P
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. At the prescnt timo, of the et profits, after payment of
interest on capital, one quarter goos to tho two munaging
partners jointly, one quarter to the Mutual Aid Society; the
romaining half is divided among the workmen in exact pro-
partion to the wages earned.

X The Mutual Aid Society bestows a retiring lifo pension of
£48 per annum on overy member who has attained the age of
fifty and has worked twenty years for the firm, and it continues
the payment of half this annuity to the widow ol such pensioner
during her life.  The same pensions are sccured to workmen or
to their widows in tho caso of a disabling accident whilst
engaged in the service of the firm,

The Maison Leclaire now affords employment 1w 1,200
decorators; has, during the last ten years, mado a total not
profit of £75,000, and during the last five years given to the
workmen an avorago of 18 per cent. honus upon the wmount of
their earnings. .

The ¢ Decorative Co-operator’s Association Limited” was
formed in March last with a nominal capital of £10,000 in 10,000
shares of £1 ouch. Tho following gentlemen form tho Board of
Dirvectors : — (harmar, Albert Groy, Esq., M.P.; A, Cameron
Corbett, Bsq.; A. H. Dyko Aclind, Lsq.; Ion. . Coutts
Marjoribanks, Bsg., M.Pos flon. See. Miss Hart 5 Offices, 105
Oxtord street.

The following paragraphs from the prospectus set forth the
principles on which the Association is basod :—

[t is proposed that interest at 5 per cent. per annwm on the
capital invested shall stand as o livst charge upon the profits,
after which tho whole of the net protits shall he appropriated to
the romuneration of sorvicos actually renderved to the Association.

“Phiese net profits will, untl otherwise determined by the
Association, be divided as follows :—Ono  quarter to the
managers; one quarter to the Mutual Aid Society; ono half to
the workers anfl the vescrve fund ;20 per cont. of profits beine
given to the reservo fund; and 30 pev cent. to the workers, in
exact proportion to wages earned.

“«Phe divectors look forward with confidenco to the time
when a sufliciont portion of the capital will bo hiold by the
workers of thoe firm to make the entive estiblishment a solf-
governing body. In order to attiin this object it is proposed |
that half of the honuses payable to the werkmoen shall be paid
in the shapo of £1 shares, and that a certain proportion of the
profits duo to the managers shall he paid in shaves also.”

The confidenco reposod in Miss Ilart by a large number of
# workmen has placed the management in tho position in which

Leclaire s4pod when, in 1842, he proved his sincority by paying
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to his incrodulous workmen the first bonus before it was actually
due. Miss Hart has no difficalty in procuring the required
number of workmen roady to ccept the conditions and to give
their hest services at tho market rate of wages. They recsive no
immediate profit or advantage, but work on cheerfully, ngt
only within stated hours, but so long as occasion may require,
in the firm faith that so soon as thore are profits to divide they
will receive their share.  They fully understand that they have
no inheront right to become sharcholders, but must earn the
privilege, and that it is the interest of cach to do tho hest work,
to avqid waste, and to require theso things from tho rest.

All who, like Leclaire, aro pained by the autagonism existing
betwoen the employer and the smployed will wateh with keon
interest tho progress of this attempt to adopt Leclaire’s remedy.

M. S. Kniaur.

SHORNALATA: A TALEKE OF HINDU LIFE.
. 3y Tarak Naru (faNeurl.
Pranstated for this Jowrnal Ly Mis, Jd B, Karcur,
(Contenned from page 727, Vol X111.)

(Ml vights in this transtation semainwith the author of the tule,)

[For the agsistance of the veader the names of the prmerpal characters
in the following chapters are subjomed. |

Sasibhsan, the elder Lrother, Thotkwrwn Dicde; a widow,
Pramwdu, lus wile, Nkl w strollimg iddler,
Bipin, their son. L Bprodas Clatdraearte, o nch resi-
Kamni, thenr danghter. dent of Burdwan,

Budhubhusan, the younger brother, 1 Shornalata, his daughter.

Gopal, then son. Gedadhar, hrother ot Pramada.

Sarala, s wafe, ‘ Hem Cloadra, his son.
|
|
y |
Shyama, the temale servant. i

.

CHAPTER XXVIIL

BIDIUBIUSAN RETURNS 1HOME. SARALA’S DEBTS ARE PATD.

It is carly ovening of a day in Bhadro (August-September).
Rain is falling slowly, it has not ceased 1aining for seven days,
the roads aro a mass of mud, tho ruts of the carriage wheols aro
beeomo chanuels of water, ‘he carth standing high on both
sidos. T you do not stop cavetully the mud splashes over your
garments as though projected from a squirt.  Wherover troos
stand at tho ros Wlside the leaves lio in rotten heups, sending
forth an offensive smoll.  In the village smcko asconds fmml
every house.  The residents finishing th()u‘ outdoor avoc ations'
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. quickly as possible, close their doors and light their lamps.
wsects of various kinds are flying about, frogs croak forth their
yous song, tho cricket pierces the ear with his sharp note,
f cows, goats, sheep and other domestic animals not one is to
¢ seen out of doors. The coming and going of wan has for
ome time ceased.

At this time two travellers wero approaching Krishnagar.
Each carried in his left band a small bag, in his right a cotton
umbrella, cach wore along, close-titting cotton coat, and 1 turban
formed out of the loose gurment usually worn over the shoul-
ders. Their feet were bare. 'Tho one who walkod in agvance
did not look very tired, but the sccond one seemod as if every
step cost him pain.  They were now entering a willage, the
second ono broke tho silence by saymg to the one in front,
¢ Dada Thakur, wo can go no further to-day, lot us rest here.”
From thoe tone in which he spoke it was ovident ho was possessed
by [ear of some kind.  'We think the reader will recogniso the
speaker as Nillkamal, and will conclude that ho was speaking to
Bidhubhusan.

Receiving no answer, Nilkamal again said, in the same low
tone, ¢ Dada Thakur! we should not be travelling at the time
of worship, let us go into a house.  When night is over we will
rise and proceed.”

Jidhe s Why, Nilkamal, what aro you afraid of? you did
not u~o to fear thioves.

Nel: Formenly 1 had nothing, now T have something to lose.
But what about that matter I spoko of?

Budhie : Just boyond this village is Hanskhali, by that way
is my home.  TIs it worth wlile halting at so short a distanco ?
Tor the fear that you expressed there is no canse, wo aro close
to Krishnagar, no highway robbers can aftack us heve.

N/ Then go on, but 1f you would listen to me wo should
stay hero.

Bidhubhusan went on without attonding to the words of
Nilkamal, who followed him very unwillingly.  Iaving pro-
ceoded some distance in silence, Bidhu pointed to a treo in front
of them saying, “Nilkamal, do you remembor that tree?”
Nilkamal answered with a smele, ¢ Dada Thakur, that was one
day, this is quite another.”  They went on in silonco till they
reached the troe, when Bidhu said, ¢ Lot us sit down once more
under that treo and smoke.”  Thoy sat down. Nilkamal,e
pointing with his finger, said, *“Yes, it was thero you sat, Dada
Thakur, when L came up, and at sight of me you were fright-
ened.”  Bidhubhusan, casting a glanco around, sighed doeply.
Four years befoyo Bidhubhusan’s heart ind boen simple, now it
was chagged.  Sinee nuxing with the world to accumulate money
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he had taken an eternal faresvell of true happiness. In com-
paring the joyousness of youth with the suffering of the world-
worn, whose heart does not burn with regret? who does not
gigh?

Nilkamal producing fire, both smoked as on that bygone dag,
and again set forth. It would be endless did we attempt to re-
late the many thoughts that arise in the mind on returning home
after a long absence. At times the heart bounds with delight,
at times the body trembles with foar.  What joy in the antici-
pation of finding all whom we had left behind in the enjoymont
of heglth, yet what fear lest it should bo otherwise! A prey to
these alternations of feeling, Bidhu arrived at his own door.

‘When he had left home thoe house had been too small for its
inhabitants.  Sasibhiusan’s new houso had not been built.  Sasi-
bhusan with his family, Gadadhar Chandra and his mother had
all lived in the old house, which had heen a seene of noise and
confusion by day and, by night.  Now Bidhubhusan heard not
sound of human oceupation.  Ile trembled with fear. Standing
in the doorway he said to his companion, “Call out, will you,
and inquire who is at homo.”  He did not feel able to raiso his
own voico.  Nukamal bawled ont several times, *¢Is any ono at
home ?” but no veply was heard.  Bidhu, striking his forchead,
exclaimed, “ Allis lost.”  Again Nilkamal called, and this tune
Shyama coming out said,  Who are you that come to the door
80 Jate ?”

Nl : Come and see.

Shyama opening the door saw two persons, one sitting, the
other stunding.  Again she asked, “Who ate you?”  Bidhu
said, “Nhyama, aro you all well?”  Shyama, recognising the
voice of Bidhu, hegan to tremble, and called out loudly, © Whery
do you come trom?”

Bulle: Be calm, Shyama! is every one well ?

Shyama (after some delay): The best T ean say is that they
aro alive.  Where do you como from? .

Bidhu, at Shyama’s words heaved a deep sigh, exelaiming,
“Ma, Durga! Shyama, you ask where I come from, have you
not had my letters 77

Shywne : Not only have we not had a line since you left, wo
havo not oven had news of you.  Khuri Ma from long anxiety
has fallen into this pevilous condition,

v Budhe: And Gopal, how is he?

Shyama: 1le is well.

Bidhw: Then go on Shyamy, let mo get into the house.

Shyama : 1§ you should go in now the Khuri Ma would
swoon; stay here, I will tell her, and aftepwards you can \.

come 1u. ”~
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Bidhe : Shyama! is Sarala sosweak that she would fuint at
hearing of my return?

Shyama : Very weak. .
Bidhubhusan was not very greatly distressed at hearing of
» Sarala’s state. That she should love him so deeply as to have
lost strength because of their scparation gave him a feeling of
joy in the midst of his sorrow, like lightning playing in a cloudy
sky on a dark night.  Alas! ho knew not that grief had brought
Rarala mto the grasp of consumption. Nearly half an hour
later Shyama came to call him.  You might say that Bidhu
went smiling to the threshold of Sarala’s room, but on entering
ho fell to the ground struck with dismay. e could not have
rocognised Sarala, so emaciated had sho becomo; but hearing
his name pronounced, she rose into a sitting posture on the bed,
and said, through smiles and tears, “1lave you remembered
this poor creature after so mony days?”  With tears, Bidhu
answered, ¢ Narala, your name has been over in my prayers, but
never even in a dream did 1 imagine I should find you in this
condition.”  Sarala said, with o smile, “Now 1 shall get woll,
but T can’t sit up longer to-day, my head swims, 1 am very
weak.”  She laid herself down while Shyama gathered her hair
together and bound it up.

Next morning Shyama was delighted to sco Sarala riso
without assistance and go nto the outer voom.  Shyama thought
that anxiety alone had reduced Rarala to this condition ol weak-
ness. Shesad, @ Did oot tell you, Khuri Ma, that. when the
Khura Thakur came home your illness would depart? Sarala
answered, © You are my Luckln, my Annapurna ® If your
words should not cone true, whose would?”  Shyama loft the
romn 1o exeapo the sound of her own praises.

Duning the first part of the night Bidhubhusan’s thoughts
Lept him awake. Towards mormng he obtained a httle sleop,
and therefore laid late, appearing only in time for breakfast.
He was ovorjoyed to sco Suarala walking about.  She was ex-
tremcly weul, truly, but to sce her moving, and to look at her
happy faco gavo delight to them all. Sarala would have taken
part m the (voking, but Shyama would not permit her to enter
the kitchon. Sarala urged the matter, saying, ‘‘1f<I-do not
cook, who will, Shyama? "’

“1 will feteh Thakurun Didi.”

“ Wil sho come?”

“Money will do anything, IKhuri Ma, there is no fear.”
Shyama’s words proved true.  'When Thakurun Didi heard
that Bidhubhusan had returned with plenty of money she re-
s quired no second gall.  Obsorving Narala’s feebleness, she said,
J * Lugkhi and Annapuina, names of goddesses of prosperity.

”
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“Barala! you are so weak, yot you never once callod me to
help.””  Sarala smiled, but gave no othor answer.

The news that Bidhubhusan had come home rich spread
through the village in a moment, all were eager to know if it
was triue.  Not to mention other people, Gadadhar Chandpa
himself came. Those who had before despised them now pro-
fessed the warmest friendship. Ilow groat is the power of
money ! Bidhubhusan spent nearly the whole day in talking
with his neighbours, he did not get even a couplo of hours to
spend with Sarala. But in the evening when all had departed
he came to her rooms.

Sarala had felt so much revived in the early morning that
she fancied hovself in her former health.  Until about twelve
she kopt busily employed with a happy countenance, but after
that hour her hands and feet hegan to fail her.  Without com-
plaining to any one she went and laid down in her chamber.
Shyama, though so busy, had kept onoe eyo on her misteess, and
now scoing her liec down sho went to the hedside and said,  Are
you going to sleep again, Khuri Ma?”  Sarala answered, T
could not sleep List night, and T feol exhausted for want of
sleep, do not wike me.”” Nhyama went about her work, but in
a short time returncd.  Rarala was sloeping, in her face were no
signs of eare, sho appoared like a joyous lily.  Some rain fell
and a cool breeze sprang up, nevertheless Savala perspived
though her forehead was coll. Shyama gently wiped away the
drops. At tho touch of Shyama's hand Sarala started in fright,
and lost it should rouse her ontively, Shywma stolo noi-elessly
away, asking hersoll, “Why should sho perspive? it is not
warm.”  Still, as Sarala had been able to rise after being so
long bedriddon, Shyama felt no fear.  Fvening fell, but Sarala’s
sleop was not broken.  Bidhu coming in asked, < ITas she not
been awake ?” and boing told that she had not, he sat down at
the head of the bed and touched hor forehead, it was liko ice.
Alarmed, he callod her by namo soveral timos.  Sarala opened
Ler oyes, but did not rocogniso Bidhu. She asked, ©Who ave
you?” Bofors ho could answer, she went on, < [ had forgotten,
1 know now, you are come to tuke away iny Gopal, You will not
find hira, I am going.”  Sho was delivious.  In answer to him
sho only said, “ Why do you call mo a hundred times? I am

going,” and again closod hor oyes.

Bidhubhusan went into the onter room weeping.  Calling
Shyama, ho saild, T think Sarala is wandering, do you stay
with her while 1 go for a doctor.””  Breathing heavily Shyuma
run into the room, she found Surala sleeping.  Shyama called
her, but sho answered not; her breathing was natural, her face ¢
was natural, but her body was cold. Shyama sat, down and
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began to rub her feet. Gopal, seting his mother a little better
after so many days, had gone to play with Bhuban. Bidhubhusan
on his way to the doctor called in at tho house of Bhuban’s
mothor, and acquainting her with Sarala’s condition, begged her
tq let Gopal stay with her for the night.  An hour and a half
later Bidhu returned with the doctor, who sceing tho patient's
condition gave her a little spirit to drink, then asked all particu-
lars. 1o felt the pulso and examined the chest and back with
the stethoscope. Anxiously Bidhu said,

““ How do you find her, sir ?”

“ Hor discase is mortal. It is consumption, there is n- cure.
The books suy, cortainly, that thero are cases of recovery, hut
in my thirty years of practice I have not scen one. From her
appearance the disoase must have set in four or fivo years ago.
Probably if great caro had been taken at first sho might have
lived a yecar or two longer, but that is a more conjecture. It is
not possiblo in this disease to say when death will onsue.  Even
now, ill as she lovks, it is possible sho may live five or six
months, but it is very improbablo. I judge it likoly sho will not
outlive the night.  That sho was ablo to keep about till noon
to-day was entirely due to your return. That gave hor a stimulus.
Sometimes on hearing good news a person who has alroady been
immersed in the Ganges will recover seuse and live four or five
days.  Probably if you had not come she would have lived
longer.  Alter a stimulus there is « corresponding exhaustion.
That is her present state.  Sho may live or sho may die, hut
oven if she snrvives to-day she cannot live much longer.”

At these words from the doctor Babu, Bidhubhusan wept
loudly with the words, ““Alas! I am tho causo of Saralu’s
death.’

~If you cannot control yoursolf like a man you must not
stay in this room.  No ono can yet say what will happen. She
may live, but this disturbanco will mako it impossible.”

“T will not give way to it, doctor; but when T think that if
T hadenot returned she might have lived louger, how 1s it pos-
siblo that 1 should not weep ?”

The doetor took Bidhw’s hand kindly, ¢ L said before that is
merely o conjecture, but evon supposing it a fact, wirat is the
use of regretting tho past? It is botter not to dwell upon what
cannot bo remodied.”

Bidhu sat silont, the doctor looked absently on thoe face of*
the patient; Sarala’s lips moved. As she ned to bo trying
to ask for water, Shyama brought some. The doctor mixed
some with a little spirit in a shell and administored it.  Sarala
gomplained that it was very hot, her senses gradually returned.
Bidhu cenld restrain himself no longer, but weoping said to
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Sarala, *“Will you not live*one day to enjoy happiness?”
Sarala was now fully scnsible.  The dying are nearly always so.
Glancing at Bidhu she said, < Why do you weep ?”

“ Sarala, you are leaving me, and you ask me why I woep !”

At sight of Sarala’s faco, so full of love, the doctor wss
obliged to have recourse to his handkerchief.

Surala said, “I am going, truly, but who says T am not
blessed ? T have had the chief happiness of serving my husband
and cherishing my child.  What littlo suffering T have endured
your coming yosterday wiped away. ‘Where is there any one so
blesser] as 1?7

“Do not talk so, Sarala, or my heart will burst.”

Sarala, taking Bidlw’s hand, said, *“In my last hour T have
one wish to ¢xpress.””  Sho glanced at Shyama, her tears flow-
ing, her words would not come forth.  Shyama set up a loud
cry, tho doctor would have silenced her, but he had not the
power of speech.  Bidhu’s hand was in Sarala’s. A little lator
sho said, *“This is my request, that you will never consider
Shyama as a servant.  Liet her be to you a daughter so long as
you live.”

“Sarala, Shyama shall bo to me not as a danghter only, but
as a mother. It is owing to her ouly that we still live. If 1
ever forget Shyama, may there be no placo for me even in hell.”

Before Bidhn had ceased speaking, Shyama was out of the
room.

Tho doctor, controlling himself with much difliculty, offered
another modicum to Narala, who said, “Why any moro? what
good will medicine dome ?” Bidhu said, «“Take it, Narala, evon
now you are less strong than you were.”

“1 know my own state, Thave been long dying, I only waited
to see you. Call my Gopal.”

Bidhu looked at tho doctor, who hid him do whatover sho
asked.  Nhyama brought Gopal, set him down by Sarala, and
was going away, when Savala took one of her haads and ono of
Gopal’s, and said, ““Gopal, do you remember what you vowed to
mo one day?  Shyama is your mother, your ieal mother.
Seo that you keep your vow.” Then, looking at Shyama,
she sail,«“ You have dono more for mo than my father
and nother ever did. A daughter of my own could not have
done o much. T cannot repay you in this Lfe, and it is not
probable that T can do so in another.  What can T give you?
Gopal is my sole wealth.  Shyama, I go, leaving Gopal to you
tor life.”

All wept at Sarala’s words, they weve her last ; iu a moment
Savala’s eyes closed for the last time.

(1o be continved. )
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His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught laid the first

stone, on November 22nd, at Bombay, of the Pmtunjpe Hor-

mysjeo Cama Iospital for Women and Children, in the prosence
of a large assembly. In reply to an address on the occasion,
His Royal Highness said it afforded him much gratification that
his first public act in India should be performed on behalf of so
excellent an object, one which Her Majesty the Empress would
most highly approve of, and which was in accordance with the
sympathies of the Royal T'amly.—With reference to thissevent
the Lord Mayor roceived the following letter from Mr. . P.
Cama, a Parsee merchant in London :—¢ As to-day the son
of our boloved lady Sovercign the Quoen and Emproess will
lay the foundation stono of the new ospital for Women and
Children at Bombay, towards which my dear old father has con-
tributed the sum of £12,000, and in accordanco with the time-
honoured custom among the Parsees to commemorate such joyful
events with some act 01 charity, 1 think 1 cannot do bettor than
enclose your Lordship a cheque for 100 guineas for the poor-box,
to bo distributed among the descrving poor of this city in which
both myself and my wife havo spent happy years in safoty and
unmolested, and I feel confidont that [ could not have placed this
small sum in better hands than those of your Lordship for its
distributor.”

His Highness tho Maharaja of Cuch Behar was formally
installed Ly the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal on November 8.
The Maharaju of Burdwan, the Raja of Digaputty, and Nawab
Abdul Latif Khan Baladur were among those present at the
ceremony.  Tho pavilion was beagtitully ornamented, and the
dais was covered with dark green velvet, embroidored with thick
gold thread.  The Maharaja wore a native dress of 1ich matorial.
The Lieutenant-Governor addvessed the Maharaja at length,
reviowing the British admmistration, and oxpressing his ploasure
at handing over the State to so promising a vuler.

Wo are glad to learn that the Agra Medical School has beon
opened to women. A swall class of native women, whe hold~
scholurships, is now in session. Under cortain conditicii¥ private
students may havo aceess to all the lectures, and after a threo
years’ course may be graduated.

The Dewan of Mysore is making arrangements for opening
a School of Arts at Bangalore, of which it is expoectod that Mr.
T. Rangasawmi Pillay, an experienced artist, will be appointed
bupmlmondont
. Waoregret torecord the death of Swami Dyanand Saraswati,
whose liberal views as to the interprotation of tho Vedas are
well known. We take from the fundu Patriol the following
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particulars in rogard to this reformor, which are translated from
& Bombay vernacular paper:—¢The late lamentod Swami -vas
born in Waukanir in Kattywar. He attached himself to the
colebrated Pundit Anandgiri, and from the first devoted himself -
to the study of Hindu mythology. On the death of his grpat
master, the Swami raised the standard of reform. 1Te made his
debut at Benares fifteen years ago before a conclave of about 900
learned Fundits. At this solemn meeting, presided over by the
Rajah of Benares, tho Swami undertook to prove that the Hindu
Vedas did not recommend idol worship. The arguments were
abstrpse, tho discussion warm, but Dyanand Swami carried his
point.  Ahout ten years ago he visited Bombay, and chalienged
all the Pundits and Shastris in and about this city to meet hin
for tho purpose of discussing the question of idol worship. The
Swami’s reputation however was so great that none cared to
enter the lists with him. Not only did ho carry war aguinst tho
worst form of idolatry, but he was o groat supporter of widow
marriage and such other reforms.”

It is understood that Mr. Ameer Al Barvister-at-Law, is to
suceoed Nyed Almed IKhan, whose torm of office has oxpired,
as member of the Viceroy’s TLegislative Couneil.

The lollowing gentlemen have been eleeted Members of
the Commttee of the National Indian Associntion :—(, R,
Lindsay, Esq, P. Vo Ramasawmi Raju, FEsq, W, Martin
Wood, Esq.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE,

Mer. J. C. Bose. B Se. Loiidon, has taken the degreo of BLA.
in the University of Cambridge (Natural Scienco Tripos).  He
also obtained Tonours in Physics in the last B.Se. Examination
of the University of London.

Mr. P. N. Roy has passed the socond M.B. O.M. Tixamjnation
of the University of Glasgow.

Mr. Ashutosh Mitra has been clected o Tellow of the
Ohstetrieal Society. .

Mr. Rustomjeo Byramjeo Colabavala has joined Lincoln’s Tua.

Kumar Sri Harbbamji Ravaji of Morvi, has been elected a

. Resident Member of the Royal Asiatic Society, and Pundit

Shyimaji Krishnavarmi and Mr.-Salig Rmm.]jms Non-Resident
Members. -
Arrival.-——Mr. Shashy
Diparture. — Pundi
Bomlmy

lﬁushun Sarbndbmary. fronn
Shyimaji Krishnavurmﬁ;‘h )
— S e 8 LY . ‘7 -
Erratum.-—-In Decembe \Jw'rvlul, page 1, line 10, for “a smffve gentle-
mai” read ¢ and native gent »
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*TNe Larl of Norrarkook, G.(.8. T,
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*Rt. Hon. \n- Javes Ferausson, Bart |
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C s Highness
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*Ilis Highness
Mysonrk.

the Princess of
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the Mahdirija

VICE-PRESIDENTS,

SirGeorce Cavveeeny, KOS DML,

Hon. Siv Asiiney Ko IK.( l

Sir Barrow H. Krus, K.CS.L

Rt. lon. Sir Arrnuve Honrnouse,
K.C.8.1, Q..

Hox, Vicr
The Dowager Lany Sranney of Al-
derley.

- S Lours Jackson, C.LL,
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K.C.B.

Fady Pruear.

! S Ricuarn Temreig, Bart,, G.C.S.1.

“PRESIDENTS.

I Nir Aueerr Sassoon, K.C.S.T.
! Sie Fpeneric Jas, Havtoay, K.C.B.
|

M Lond Naeier of Macoia,] Lady Bowrina,
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Raga S . Mabavs Row, K.C.S 11 (L W, HasriNas, Iisq., M.P.
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i IRover Lernsrinee, Ksq., C.LE,
1€ R. LiNpsAy, Esq.
| Hev, James LoNa,
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Tuomas Massey, lsq.

Dr. ]»1 mnn
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I’mu:v W. Buxnring, Fsq.
+Mrs., CADELL.
Miss 8. D, Conver,
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1U. K. Ihv . s, S Jonun Bunp Preak.
+Mrs, J. Frrea, HovesoN Pratr, Ksq.

Q. S, \' M’m kRALD, Esq.

Major teneral ForLoxa.

The Hon,and Rev. Canon FREMANTLE

Dr. Goonuve.

FLady Howlousk.-

Mrs. Howaan, M. D,
+Sugeon-General Hunter, M. D.
tColonel R, H. Kearinegt, V.C., C.S.1.!
+J. B Kntear, Isg., CLE, LW, Makrnmiy Woob, Bsq.
+Mrs. J. B. Kntanr. [ #3Mrs. Hengy Woonrow.

Those marked wuth + form the ComMittee,

HON. SECRETARY.
Miss BE. A. MANNING, 35 Blomticld Road, Maida Hill, London, W.
TREASURER.
Francis R S. WyLLig, Esq., Kast India United Service Club, 8. W
(BRISTOL) LOCAL TREASURER.
ALAN GREENWELL, Esy., 3 Alma Road, Clifton,

PV Ravasawmn Ragu, Esq.
+Miss TESCHEMACHER.

AL D, TysseN, Ksq.

Dr. Forpes WATSON,
W, 8 Wairworern, B

Professor Mon1er Winniams, C.[LE,,

D.C L., LL.D.
Muss WINKWORTH,




Fitg Wembery : )
HER ROYAL HIGHKNUSS THE PRINCESS OF WALES.
Baropa, His Highness the Mahdrdja | Takiresivausrg, H.H.  Mahirdja,
Gaekwar of. K.C.8.1., Thakore Saheb of Bhow-
Buorar, H.H. the Begum of, (1.C.8.1. nagar, ]
Ferausson, Right Tlon, Sir Jamcs, | Kieé, the Rao Sahib Venayek“Rao
Bart., K.C.M.(, | G (Idoro).
Houkaw, H. H.the Mahdrdja,.C.8.1. | Sine, the Rao Bahadur Avjun, ofe
e

Lyrron, Countess of. Duttia.
Masox, Hugh, Manchester. AnsaNorran, Nawab, of Dacea.
Mysorg, 1T H, the Mahirija of. I Brookes, TV, (late M.L.C . Bengal)
Norrnerook, Right Hon. the Farl > London.

! of, G.C.S 1. Cama, Mrs, D, P., London,
SurNomoyr, H.H. the Mahdvini, | Corrie, Bertram, London.
TaNsorg, H.IL the Princess of., , Hopaeon, James, J,P., London.

- * Nerrnironn, K, Loudon,
Coreesponding Members
Philadelphia, U.S.—G, L. Tlarztsos,

Berlin—Professor Weiknk,

Bridport—Rev. R, LANY CARPENTER. losq.
Cambndge - Dr. WagAkeg, Stockholm ~1lon, K. Onivacrona,
Cardiff— Miss JeNNkR. Judge of the Suprenme Court ot
Clifton—ALAN GRFENWHLL, Ksq. | Sweden,
Devizes—-Miss Knrtaur. Wasiington, U.S.— General IaToN,
Durham—Rov. Canon GREENWELL, Jurcan of Idueation.

M.A. -
Glasgow— Mrs, Javes Tiomson. Abmedunbad—Ryo Saas \eviiean

Dy, Javes Cinseoe. Bopram NinkaNth,

Leeds—Jonn Lirron, Ksq, ] Bangalore =Mr, V. €, Mooxksanys
Moscow— Major o8 THomesoN. ) Mooprriag, Hon, Loesl Seeretury

New York, LS —W. R Wane, Fsq. i Colombo =P Coonars Swaan, Fsq.
Oxford- —Professor Max MuLieg, Dethi-—=Svep Muiaoaan Miern.
Paris—M. Léox Fénk,

Aranch NAssocintions,
BENGAL.
Parro : Her Excelleney the Marchioness of Rivox,
Prestpesr . The Hono Ao Rovers Tuoneson, .S, G,
View - PrestoeNes: The Logn, Bisnor of - Cavevrea, Lady  Garrm,
H.H. the Mahdranr Stesonoye,
H.H. the Mahdaram Rar Reesuak of Tikan, Pumser Forogn Suaig,
Dr. K. MebLion and 1Tveir Noor Matoaen,
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"\_!’A'J‘)uu: s Bxeclleney Re. Hone Sug Jaoes Fercesson, Bart, K.C.M G
" PrEstorNT : SieJavseree Jrseeritoy, Bart
Hon, Srerprariss : Bat Mancersn Wacnd, Bsq., Darmster at-Law,
K. M. Snroee, Esqg., 6 Mody Street, Fort, Bombay,
. MADRAR,
Parrons: His Exceellenoy M. B Grase Deery, Bsqo Mrs Grast Doy,
1L H. the Mahdivaga of Cochin, H L the Senior Rani of Travancove,
sapsineNt s He By Grice, g,
View-Presioents s Mrs, Cagmicnarn, The Hono T Mutusamt Arvax,
BL,CLLE
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