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SURJECT « "'KOZUKI, Yoshio
DATE OF BIRTH : Wov 1886

PERMANEIT ADDRESS: 84, 1 chome, Shin-machi, Xunemoto-shi, Kumemoto-ien.

PRUSIENT ADDRESS : 68 Wakabayashi-machi, Setageya-ku, Tokyo.
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55

1905 Greduated from Military Academy.

Dec 13809 Second lieutenant, attached to Guards Infantry
Regiment.

Feb 1213 Tient. Graduated from Army General Staff College.
Atteched to Army Generzl Staf? Headquarters

Jnl 1913 Adjutant, Var HMinistry. Captain.
Aug 1924 Major. Member of Military Affairs Investigation

Dept. (GUWJI CHOSA BU).

Member, iilitary Affairs Bureen.

Aug 1928 deunt. Col.

Ang 13 Jolonel. Chief, Control Dept., Zquipment Bureau
(SEIZI KYOKU). _
Commender, llth Guarde Infantry Zegiment.

Avgz 1537 i -General. .Comumender, 40th Infantry Brigade.

*J‘ "‘J

j
1ief, Equipment Bureauw, vWar Ministry.

Tieutenant-CZener=l. Commander of Ship Transvorte-
tion (SHEMPAKU YUSC SHIRLIKAN).

Oct 1

t{)
Y|
O

Commander of the 19th Infantry Drigacde

Commander of the 2nd Army; Army 1in Honﬁolia: the
11th Army: the 17th Area Army of XORSAN Army Area
(c'qos M CUNKAR '-r"T)
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KOZUKI, Yoshio--cont'd.

CAREER (cont'd)

Dec 1545 Regervist. Vice-Minister, 1lst Demobilization
Ministry.

.-J"h#':'l.l..- e

4 Dec 1921-- Sent by War Ministry to Germany to study. Visited

3 Auz 1924 Enzland, France, Itely, Austria, Bulgari=, Poland

| and Czechoslovakia durinz this period. =
!
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Memorandum for the File:

(FUTAMI, Akisaburc)
(UKAI, Yoshio)
A searoh of the files of 1.P.8S. reveal no further

information on the ebove sub ject.
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KOZUKI, Yoshio

Witness General - Affidavit Def. Doc. No. 1153

Served in Chientao, Manchoukuo under General Umezu, Commander

in Chief of Kwantung Army, as Commander of Second Army from Tuly 1942

to May 1943.

Statement is with regerds to efforts of General Umezu to main-

tain peaceful relations with TGSSR.
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20 Wy 1947

Memo for the files

KOZUKI, Yoshio

A report from G-2 reveals no information on this witness.
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THZ RECORD Page 3603
June 3, 1947

DEFINSE - Division IV - Russia

KOZUKI -~ Direct

Page , DIRECT EXAMINATION CF ggzuxlg'xoshio
by kr. Blakeney ——

23,456 The witness stated that he lived in Tokyo., He iden-

23,458 tified Exhibit 2683 and verified it., The witness stated that #
he served in Chientac under UKEZU as commander of the 2nd Army
from July 1942 Lo May 1943. He made every effort to avoid any
trouble with the Soviet and to maintain a state of tranquility.

Upon arrival in Hsinking UNZZU instructed him that
from the standpoint of Japan's general circumstances he was to
take all possible and complete measures to avoid any trouble
with the Soviet and to aveid irritating, them, Chief of Staff
YUSHIMUTO told him the same thing, at the same time, and partic-
ularly emphasized that he was to strictly abide by the border
guard regulations and, ir going in or out of a restricted zone
even if it was only a patrol, UM{ZU's permission must be ob=-
taimed, At commander conferences or when he inspected, UMEZU
repeatedly reminded them to avoid anything that might irritate

23,459 the Soviet. * 1n accordance with the senior officer policy
the witness instructed his subordinates and guided them,

s

In -November 1942 there was a field fire, which started
and spread from the Soviet Maritime Frovince and finally burned
a part of the fortification, =:ince they were prohibited from
going into the restricted zone to extinguish the fire. This is
how strictly the troops obeyed border guard regulations and
avoided irritating the Soviet.

In January 1943 the witness climbed a ‘small mountain
between Hunchun and Chunhwa to inspect the fortifications.
Though the mountain was within Japanese fortifications, Soviet
soldiers came out °f theirs and approached, Realizing that he
might have provoked them, the witness immediately stopped his
inspection and came down from the mountain.

olnce ULEZU was his senior and the witness had served
under him he knew his character very well. UMEZU was a serious-
minded and impartial man and always had his eyes on the general
23,460 overall situation, ¥ always warning against thoughtless action.
tle exercised care and circumspection in handling matters, He had
always believed that UKEZU was the right man for the front line
commander to carry out Japanese national policy of maintaining
peace with the Soviet.,

- — - .' i —— ————‘—':-;-i-—h-_.:ﬁ:- - - - = — — e ™ . _‘_'_,J_ .---. J - "I - —




NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD

JUNE 2 1947 Page 3604
DEFENSE -Division IV -~ Russia

KOZUKI - Cross Examination

Page
23461

23,462

23,463

23,464

23,465

23, 466

Cross Examination of KOZUKI by Col. Ivanov

The witness stated he had instructions to prevent

border clashes with the Soviet.* He had never heard
directly from the Commander in Chief of the policy of
the Japanese Government. He knew rnothing about the
decisiocn of the Imperial Conference of July 2, 1941,

Since these policies were matters of the utmost secrecy

they were not divulged to the subordinate commanders
of the Kwantung Army by UMEZU. As commander of the
2nd Army he was directly under the command of the
First Area Army * The First Area Army was directly
under the Kwantung Army and the Second Army was under
the First Area Army. He knew nothing about the plan
of war against the Soviet for 1942 drafted by the
Headquarters of the Kwantung Army and sanctioned by
UMEZU and did not know that the General Staff in
Japan had sent instructions on drafting this plan,

He was not informed of any plan of operations.
Nothing was ever told him that the plan provided for
seizure of the Soviet Maritime Province by the First
Area Army. * The First Area Army was formed in July,
1942, He was not informed of the purpose of the for-
mation of the army but he belleved it was to renovate
the line of command, He did not believe that the
Japanese forces were increased to occupy Soviet terri-
tory., He was never shown battle plans * that the
Second Army was to seize the southern Ussuri District
of the “oviet Maritime Province.

He stated that after having heard Exhibit 836,
he heard of these battle plans for the first time *
in the courtroom. They were not shown at the time
even to the Headquarters of the various armies., He
insisted that he did not know the fighting tasks of
the army in case of war, He likewise supposed that
the commanders of other armies did not know about

the battle plans,

When asked whether he considered it possible
for the Soviet in 1941-1942, on her own initiative
to start a war against japan, under her hard cir-
cumstances, he stated * he could not testify with
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD

JUNE 2 1947 Page 3605
DEFENSE- Division IV- Russia

KOZUKI Cross Examination

23,466 regard to anything before 1942 since he was not comman-
der before that period. But during 1942 and 1943 he
thought it possible that border incidents might break
out but did not believe it possible that large scale

fighting would develop.

Re-Direct Examination by Mr. Blakeney

. 23,467 * When asked whether he knew anything about the
decision of the Imperial Conference of September 6,
1941 which provided that Japan would not take the
military initiative so long as the GSoviet would respect.
the neutrality pact and not threaten both Japan and
Manchukuo, the witness said he knew nothing directly

23,468 about decisions arrived at in the Imperial General
Headquarters., He did not know about this particular
time of any plans for war against the Soviet., He was
never as commander of the Second Army in any way
informed of plans of waging war against the Soviet,
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Def. Docs Noe. 1155
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al ’

=~/ BN Mow ¥ ”,,{ =i

ARAKI, Sadao, et al : Ll
AFFIDAVIT

Wi
\

\

I, KOZUKI Yoshio, served in Chientan, Manchoukuo, under General
Umezu, Commander-:In (hisf of Ctho Kwunbung Armny, as Commander of
the Second Army from ouvty 1212 to Muy 19h3. During my sorvice
thore I mada every ol10: v Aavola:nny ercuble with the U.S.S.R.
and to maintain a atat2 of tranaulllity vis-a-vis that country. \

r—

(1) Upon my arrival in Hsinking, Commander Umeszu gave me in-
structisns that from tha stanapecint 2f Japants general clrcumstances
T was to take all posslibis and completz measuarss ©o avolid abso=-
lutely any trouble with the U.S.S.R. and theraby to avold irritating
than., |

(2) Lisutenant-Ganeral Yoshimoto, Chisf of Staff of the
Kwantung Army, told na *the same thing on the sama occasion. He
particularly ecmphasized that I mvst strietly ablds by the Border
Guard Rogulatlons and that in golng in or out of the restricted
zonc »f operation, ovan if 1t te a patrol, tho pormission of the
Commander-in-Chief must bz obtalnoed.

(3) After that, at Commandors Conferences or whon ho came to
Chizntao on a f121d inspection, Crmmander Umezu repeatedly ro-
minded us to avoid anveihing that might lrritate ths U.S.S.R.

(ly) In accordiarce with the policy »f my senior officers, I
nstructed my subordinatce and gulded them 8o as nnt to lrritate

thoe UiSaS:its

(5) In January 1942, thore was a fiecld fire which startasd in
and sproad in sur dirzction from tho Sovist Maritine Provincoe and
finally burnad a part of our fortifileaticns, az we wera prohlbited
from golng into tha restricted zone of creraticn to extlngulsh the
flre To aueh sn sxtant sy subsyrdinstes strictly cbeyod the

Boraar Gﬁard Regulutions and avoidod irritating the U.S.S.R.

(6) Some tims in January 1643, I climbsed a littls mountain
batwean Hunchun and Chunhwa, for the purpose of inspecting sur
fortifications thorez. Though ths mountaln was within our fortl-
fications, Soviet soldiars came sut of thelr fortifications and
approachad us. Realizing that I mlght have provokod them, and
feeling that it was unt'ortunate if that wers ths cass, I lmmodl-
ately stoppod my inspsctisn and came down from the mountaln.

(7) \s Genapal Umazu 1s my senlor and I having at times
sarved under his dirset command as his subordinate, I know his
character very welli. . o is g serisus-minded and 1
In performing his dutlss he always ha § 3yes on the goeneral
sverall situation. lwavs warning against thoughtless action, he,
by hils very naturc oxerclsed cars and circumspectlion in handling
matters. I havs aiways belisved that hc was thse ri man As A4
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front line commander-in-chiaf to-eave; out Japan's national poIlicy

whiéh was to maintain pcacs with the U,S.5.R..
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.. Def. Docs No. 1153
¢ OATH
> In accordance with my conscionca I swear to tcll the whole
A truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.
1
Inous Tadaos (seal)
On this 31st day of March 1947
A\t Tokyo
Deponent KCZUKI Yoshio (sczl)

I, Inous Tadso; horeby cortify that tha abovs statoment
was sworn by the Leponerd, wio aflixzed nis signature and sesal
therato in the proasencs of this Witnasse.

On the same date
At Toky
Witness: (signsd) Inoue Tadao (ssal)
e
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MEMORANDUM FOR
FROM

-

SUBJECT -

l. Pleasge

the following w:

16 May 1947

Mr, SUtton.

EDWARD Pp, MONAGHAN, Chief,
Investigalive Division, IPS

Defernse Witness

fird aﬁtaqhed Fereto list of material available on

y - - . . - I-'I . L.‘
MG an Pkt 2 AL *) J 4‘33833.

--‘-. - e ‘l‘--‘ i
V] ! [ 'j |i_* I
& - - I..l‘

g,

Witness General

LIST OF MATERIAL AVAITABLT

Curriculum Vitae

2. Please aclnowledge receipt of this niémorandum hy initielling
and returning attached carhon copy to this office, Room 300,

2 77

2 £t
EDWARD », Mowma GRAN
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PERSONAL HISTORY

Domicile of Origin: 84, l-chome, Shin-machi, City of KUMAMOTO,
- KUMAMOTO Prefecture.
' Present Address: 68, Wakabayashi-cho, Setagaya-ku, City of-T(KYO,
' Name: Yoshio KOZUKT
7 Date of Birth: November 7, 1886

1909 Graduated Military Academy.

Dec 25 1909 2nd Infantry Lieutenant.

" Assigned to the Fourth Imperial Guards Infantry
Regiment,

Feb 2 1913 lst Infantry Lieutenant.

Aug 1918 Attached to Army General Staff,

Jul 25 1919 Infantry Captain.

Auvg " Ad jutant of the War Ministry,

Nov 1621 Resident officer in GERMANY.

Aug 20 1924 Infantry Ma jor.

. A member of Military Investigation Department
Aug 1925 A member of a Section of the Military Affairs Bureau,
War Ministry.

: Aug 10 1928 Infantry Lieutenant-Colonel.
i Dec 1930 A member of the Seutior; of the Mobilization Plans
‘ Bureau, Wer Ministry.
| Avg 8 1932 Infantry Colonel.
I Aug 1933 Head of the Control Section of the Mobilization Plans

Bureau, War Ministry.
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Mar 1935
Aug 2 1937
Jul 1938
Oct 2 1939
Mer 1940
Oct "
Jul 1942
Jun 1943.
Nov 194)
Apr 1945
Dec 19 »
Jun 15 1946

Page 2

Commander of the Eleventh Infantry Regiment.
Ma jor-General
Commander of the Fortieth Infantry Brigade.

Chief of the Mobilization Plans Bureau,
w&r Miniﬂtry-

Lieutenant-General

Chief of the Army Transportation Department ;
Shipping Transport commander.

Commander of the 19th Division.

Commander of the Sesond Army.

Commander of the Army Stationed in Mongolia.

Commander of the Eleventh Army.

Commander of the Korean Army; Commander of the
17th Area Army.

Appointed Vice-Minister of the First Demobilization
Ministry; raised to the First Rank of the Higher

Civil Service; especially treated as an official of the
Imperially commissioned class,

Chief of the First Demobilization Bureau, Board of
Demcbilization,




Report by: Lt. J. Curtis
15 May 1947

Memorandum for the File:

Sub ject: KOZIKI, Yoshio

(FUTAMI + Akisaburo)
(IKAI, Yoshio)

A search of the files of I.P.S. reveal no further

information on the above sub ject.




Report by: Lt. J. Curtis
15 May 1947

Memorandum for the File:

Sub ject: KOZIKI, Yoshio
(FUTAMI, Akisaburo)

(UKAI, Yoshio)

A search of the files of I.P.S. reveal no further

information on the above sub ject.
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