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INTZRNATIOFAL HMILITAL TRIBUNAL FOR THZ FAR EAST

17Jg UFITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
. =ySe |

IAKI, Sadao, et al

sworn Deposition(T:Lgsl-Cian)

Deponent: YANO, Shikazo

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheetl

and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

I hereby .depose as follows.

o, -

1. T am a former vicé-admiral. In the 30 years of my
naval service after graduating from the Naval Academy in
December 1915, I held various posts including the following.
gtaff member of the Persornel Bureau of the Navy Ministry,
Instructor at the Vavel Staff College, Isf Section Chief,
Educational Bureau, Navy linistry. From November 1942 till
1944 I held the office of Fdueational Bureau Chief of the
Navy Ministry and in that capa.lty exercised overall supervision
over education in the Bavy. “hence I believe myself to be
well informed on the eduvcation and personnel administration
of the Japanese Navy."™ I wish to testify on the policy pursued

by Japanese naval education in the handling of atrocities and
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totalitarianism from my experience and knowledge derived from

my duties, above mentioned, in connection with education.

2. The basic rolicy of naval education was reverent

vidance by the Imperial Rescript granted to the Imperial
Lrmy and Navy.. In short, the combining of the virtues of
loyalty, valor, courtesy and fidelity enumerated in the above
adict, the completion of a réunded character and the building
on these foundations of knowledge and technical ability demanded
of naval officers by their vocation and respensibilities,
thereby to enable the formation of a powerful military machine
was the basic policy of naval education. Tt was truly the
great characteristic of naval education, recognized within and
without the Navy, that the main affort was directed towards

cultivation of character as human beings rather than towards

L

furtherance of special training as naval officers.

3., For the realization of the above mentioned basic
policy of naval education, special care vas given to the selec-
tion of instruvectors who wers to e charped with educatlon of
petty officers as well as, nee ‘csce to add, those charged"
with education of officers: men with well-rounded personalities
and ripe judgement, who would rrot run to extremes and who

were not given to eccentricities being chosen for these posts.
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4. In the building of character special emphasis was
1aid on the autonomical nature of the individual, the ideal
being attainment of self-control and self-renunciation through
- .1f-willed service and retrospection on the parts of the
_-pdents themselves. Consequently, totalitarianism and the
like, which deny the autonomy of the individuél were diametri-
cally opposed to the educational tradition of the Navy: even
in the high water mark period of totalitarianism, naval educa-

tion never adopted the German type of totalitarianism.

5. As the aim of raval aducation was the cultivation
of the "man®" before thsat of the soldier, lectures on morals,
psychology and philosophy were delivered at the Naval Academy
for fostering of man's thinking powvers and for the coﬁpre-
hension of what constituted thg models of morality. 1In the
education of petty officers, besidec instruction on military
affairs, supplementary sducation in the form of ﬁh.extension
of pational education was provided, emphasis here being laid
on development of character snc rultivation of common sense
as human belngs.

Tn other words militarr education in the Navy had as

its final gosl, the training of the model citizen, on the

6. As above delineated, the basic educational policy of
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the Navy was respectful abidance by the Imperial Edict issued

to the Army and Favy; but in the interpretation thereof, the
spirit of Bushido was adopted which was the code of morals
nerto prevalent among the samurai class.

As this EuShido fully incorporates the teaching of
ilirrecy of Buddha in its pfecepts, it strongly attacks hate of
the enemy and actions such as maltreatmeh; of the vanquished,
Great efforts were made to inculcate this spirit into the <
students to a sufficient degree and to make it second nature
by them. | -

However, as fresd . of religion and thought was
recognized within the Navy, special religious phrases and
slogans svch as humsnitarianism and universal love were not

adorted as advcational slogans by the khavy,

7. Instruction »t the “éval Academy laid special stress
on the thorougn wmderstonding by the cndets of the 4 cardinal
points of loyaltw. conrtesy, valor and fidelity indicated in
the Imperial Edict. Or all occasions, instruvetions, the gists
of which follow, vare rereatedl r siven,

(a) Loyalty is o n~tioral sentiment and not the monopoly
of soldiers élthough it has to be specially stfessed in the
ease of soldlers. because it constitutes the duty of the soldier
and is the source of his valor. It is a gross error for the

soldier to depart from his duties and to participate in politiecs.
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‘b) Courtesy is the: cutward expression of respect and
Jove and forms the basis of military discipline.

Warriors of ancien§ times'never forgot courtesy when

cy met their enemies, even when actvally engaged in gombat,

3 alwvays declared their identity tefore exchanging blows.
71 was taught that to hate the enemy with a perverted hatred,
to maltreat the vanquished etc., were opposed to Bushido and
in contradiction to the virtue of courtesy.

(c) Valor must be specially stressed by the soldier
but_mus£ not be confused with rude and vibIent conduct.

The etymélogy of the word '~ to cease fighting end signifiles
love of peace. The true soldier is the man abounding in gen-
tleness, love and mercy.

As models of men who pdssessed this virtue of true
valor vere cited among others, Masashige= Kusunoki, who at
the Watanabe foras resenad his drowning enemies, Admiral Togo
who visited the sick-bad of thls erstwhile anemy. Admiral
Rodjestvenskii, Captain Ksmimvr: who saved the crew of a sunken

Russian man-of-war.

l""'J

(d) The strict obszervar - of fidelity is one of the
most important points of Bushiuo, and fhe words, "A samural
does not heve two words", may be taken to mean that his vord
and action are ever consistent., Agnin the phrase, "There is

no other code of the samurai other than that of Jjustice,

"may be interpreted a2s meaning that mistakes must not be made
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in decisions determining the ripght from the wrong, the straight
from the cfooked. It may thus be seen that our Bushido which
eanhasizes fidelity as above shown, harmonizes with the code

" the gentleman of the Occident. Among officers of the

nanese Navy, the words gentleman's code was often inferred,
>nnd 1t was the standing tradition of the Japanese Navy that
its personnel was gentlemanly behaved. This fact arises from
the historical frct that the establishment of the Japanese
Navy was batterned or, the British model. The "Interpretation
of the Imperial Edict" edited by the leading authorities in
this field was repeatedly lectured to the cadets to make the
meaning of the Imperial Edict thoroughtly understood by them.

8, At the Naval Academy, the cadets “ere msge to read
the following 5 points for self-exsmination daily, for the
embodiment into their deily life of the above-mentioned educa-
tional policy.

l. Tiag T not laocking in sincerity?

2. "as T guilty »f shameful word or action?
3. WMas I lackiny 5n spirit?

4. Vias I lackirpy in offort?

5. Tias I puilty of slovenliness?

9. As the realigation of the four virtues mentioned in
the Imperial Edict was possible only through sincerity, naval
education laid specinl emphasis on this poinf. The followingh

Sl
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two poems by Emperor Meiji extolling sincerity were highly
appreciated by naval officers and men zs the supreme goal of.

~ractical morality.

WIt is sincerity of the human heart
Which communes with God, invisible to the human eye."

“Sincerify of the human heart
Shames not at meeting the invisible God

Face to face."

To achieve a state cof mind where shame before God would
be dissipated * was the highest goal of character education

of the Navy.

10. In the Navy, courses on International Law were given
at the schools and lectures delivered even in the midst of
fleet duties for the cultivation of the spirit of respect for
the law and for realigation of law-respecting action ip the
execution of war and treatment of vrisoners etc.‘

Especially at the Sta’f College were sufficient hours
devoted to the study of Irtersitional Law under thé'guidance

of authorities in that. field.

11. In short the educational policy of the Japapese
Navy qu.reverent_abidance by the Imperisl Rescript %ag_the'
embodiment of Bushido, one which laid special stress Eh

Y
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observance of justice and humanitarianism andhnon-transgression
of Inter-national Law. An education provocative of sénti—
~2nts of hate or which could act as an incentive to acts of
n‘rocity could hot‘even be imagined by ourselves.

Japanese haval education was praised by the general
society of Japan as being ideal, and officers, petty officers
and men who had received this naval education were respected
and loved by the people. After the Surrender I served as
liaison officer between the Japanese Navy '.inistry and the
U.S. 5th Fleet Headquarters, but the Commander-in-Chief of
the same Fleet, Admiral 5piuance on his return home spoke
the following words to me: Y“Although we have been enemies,
as far as naval officers are concerned, this has been a fine
war,"

On this 23 day of Juvly, 1947
at Tokyo

'Deponent: /S/ YANO., Shikazo (seal)

I, SEGAWA, Masajiro, lereby certiry that the above
statement was sworn by the D»n.nent, who affixed his signature
and seals thereto in the presence of this Witness.

On the same date, 3 '

at Tokyo.

Witness: /8/ SEGAWA, Masajiro (seﬁl)i
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OATH .

In accordance+with my conscience I swear to tell the

“.ole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing. .

/S/ YANO, Shikazo (seal)
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1. I em & former vice-acdmiral. In the 80 vezrs of my naval

1 ™9 i w5y : - :1 =
service alter gracduating frowm the jjaval Acadeny in December 139105,

| I held various posts including the following. Staff member of the

personnel Dureau of the Lavy Ministry, Instructor at the Naval Staff

Colleze, Ist Zection Chief, Iducational Bureau, Navy lkinistry. rroin
o & ‘- -
Jovernber 1342 till 1944 1 held the office of Educational Bureau

cliief of the lavy Ministry and in that capacity exercised overall
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supervision over education in the llavy. "ilence I believe wyselfl to

be well inrlormed sn  the education and personnel administration ol
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the Japanese Navy." I wish to testify on the policy pursued by
Jepanese naval education in the handling ol atrocities and fotall— \
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Navy wes respectful abidance bLy the Imperial kEdict issued to the
rmy and Navy; but in the interpretation thereof, the spirit of
sushido was adopted which was the code .of morals hitherto preva-
lent among the samural class.
As this Bushido fully incorporates the leaching ol .lercy
of Buddha in 1ts brecepts, it strongly attacks hate ol the enemy
_and actions such as maltreatment of the vanguished. Great efforts

were made to inculcate this spirit into the students to a suifi-
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cient degree and to make it second nature Dy them.

However, as frcedom of religion and thought was recognised
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within the Navy, special religious phrases and slogans such as
hmusanitarianism and universal love were not adopted as educational
slogens by the Navy.

7. Instruction at the lNaval Academy lald speclal siress on

the thorough understanding by the cadets of the 4 cardinal points

of loyalty, courtesy, valor and [idelity indicated in the Imperial

ST

rdict.. On all occasions, instructions, the gists of which I'ollow,

were repeatedly given.

(a) Loyalty is a national sentiment and not the monopol, oi

!
E’

soldiers, although it has to be. specially stressed in the case of

soldiers Dbecause it constitutes the duty of the soldier and 1s the g

'r-'—-—--' N

source of his valor. It is a gross error for the soldier to depart k.

from his duties and to participate in politics.
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(b) Courtesy is the outward expression oi respect and love
and forms the basis of military discipline.
'arriors of ancient times never forgot courtesy when they

met their enemies, even when actually - engaged in combat, and always
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ueclarea their identity before exchanging blows. It was taught
that to hate the enemy with a pcrverted hatred, to maltreat the
vanquished etc, were opposed to Bushido and in contradiction to
the virtue of courtesy.

(¢) Valor must be specially stressed by the soldier bul must
hot be confused with rude and violent conduct. The etymology of the
word is to cease fighting and signifies love oif peace. The true
soldier is the man abounding in gentleness, love and mercy.

As models of men who possessed this virtue of true valor were
cited among others, Masashige Kusunoki, who at the watanabe lfords
rescued his drowning enemies, Admiral Togo who visited the sickK-bed
of this erstwhile enemy Admiral Rodjestvenskii, Captain Kamimura
who saved the crew of & sunken Russian man-oi-war.

(¢) The strict observance of fidelity is one ol ihe most
important soints of Bushido, and the words, "A samurai does not
have two words", may be taken to mean that his word and action are
ever consistent. Again the phrase, "There is no other code oi the
samurail other than that of justice, " may be interpreteﬁ as neaning
that mistakes must not be made in decisions determining the right {r-
o the wrong, the straight from the crooked. It may thus be seen
that our Bushido which emphasizes fidelity as above shown, harmoni-
zes with the code of the gentleman of the Occident. Among oificers
of the Japanese Navy, the words gentleman's code was often inierred,
and it was the standing tradition of the Japanese Navy that its
personnel was gentlemanly behaved. This fact arises from the his-
torical fact that the establishment of the Japanese Navy was patter-
ned on the Zritish model. The "Interpretation of the Imperial

Ldict" edited by the leading authorities in this field was repeatedly
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jectured to the cadets to make the meaning of the Imperial kdict

thoroughtly understood by them.

3. At the llaval Academy, the cadets were make to read the

following 5 points for self-exanination daily, for the embodiment

into kheir daily life of the above-mentioned educational policy.
1. Was I not lacking in sincerity?
o. ¥as I guilty of shameful wora oY action?
3, Wwas I lacking 1in spirit?
4, Vas I lacking in effort?"

B. Vas I gullty of slovenliness?

3. As the realisation of the four virtues mentionea in the
Imperial kdict was possible only tnrough sincerity, naval education
laid special emphasis on this point. The following two poems Dby
Umperor Meiji extolling sincerity were highly appreciated by naval

officers and men as the supreme goal of practical morality.

nIt is sincerity of the human heart

vhich comnunes with God, invisible to the hum&n eye."

neincerity of the human heart
chames not at meeting the invisible Goa

race to face."

To achieve a state of mind where shame belore God would be

ke dissipated, was the highest goal of character education of the Navy.

J | | 10. In the Navy, courses on International Law were given at ihe
schools and lectures delivered even in the midst 6f fleet duties

for the cultivation of the spirit of respect for the law and for
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realisation of law-respecting action in the execution of war and
treatment of prisoners etc.

Kspecially at the Staff College were sufficient hours devoted
to the study of International Law under the guidance of authorities

in that field.

1l. In short the educational policy of the Japanese Navy was
reverent abidance by the Imperial Rescript and the embodiment of
Bushido, one which laid special stress on observance of Jjustice
and humanitarianism and non-transgreséion of Inter-national Law.
in education provocative of sentiments of hate or which could act
as an incentive to acts of atrocity could not even be imagined
by ourselves.

Japanese naval education was praised by the general society of
Japan as being ideal, and officers, petty officers and ﬁen who had
received this naval education were respected and loved by the
people. After the Surrender I syerved as liaison officer between
the Japanese Navy Ministry and the U.S. 5th Fleet Headquarters,
but the Commander-in-Chiel of the same Fleet, Admiral Spruance on
his return home spoke the following words to me: mAlthough we have
been enemies, as far as naval Officers are concerned, this hazs been

a fine war.n
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