HEADYUARTERS
U~ S. STRATEGIC BOVBIVG SURVEY

~ (PACIFIC)
APO 234
c/o POSTMASTER, SAY FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION YO. 6 " PLACE ______ Tokyo .

(Ovtain from G-2) DATE- 6 Oct 45 TIME

DIVISION OF ORIGINM: Waval Analysis
SUBJECT: Battle of Midway.
Personnel interrogated and hackground of each.

Captain TAKAHISA AMAGAI, IJN, Yaval Aviator, Air Group
Commander (observer) on CV WIRYU at PTARL HARBOR, Air
Officer on CV KAGA at Battle of Midway, 3, 4, 5 June

42, subsequently at Naval Air Headquarters in Training
Bureau.

Where interviewed (office)
Interrogator: Cantain C. Shands, USY.
Interpreter:

Allied Officers Present: Captain S. Teller, USN
Captain C. Shands, TUSN
Captain J.S. Russel, USN
Lt Col Parry, USA
Comdr J.T. Hayward, USN
Comdr T.H. Moorer, USN
Lit. Comdr J.4. Field, Jr, UBNR.

summary:

The KAGA (CV) in company with the CV's HIRYU, SORUYU and
AKAGI, and BR's HIEISKFIVA and WYEI and DD'S comnosed the

Air Striking Force apnnroaching MIDWAY TSLAYD from the West in
sunport of an occumation force. This force had exvected
contact and at:iack by long range United States akrcraft when
between 50C-1000 miles of MIDWAY and attack by short range
aircraft from VTIDWAY when within 200 miles. Although it was
renorted a nlane was heard over the formation during the
night of 2 June, no attacks were made on the Carrier Force
prior to the Dive Bombing sattack the morning of 4 June.

The presence of the United States Carrier woe not known to
this officer. Dive bombing attacks were most feared.

Several hours after sunrise on 4 June (Plus 12) Dive Bombers
attacked the Javanese Carrier Group. Four direct hits were
received by the KAGA from the Dive Bombers just prior to
turning into the wind to launch.the KAGA's air groun (6 VF

had been launched two hours before as CAP). The fires

as a result of the attsck ignited vlanes and amunitaon

which resulted 1in the‘sinhihg of the KAGA during the after-
noon with the loss of 800, saving 1000 personnel. Yo other
homb hits were made on the KAGA although one submarine tormedo
wae gseen to ricochet from the side. No horizontal bomb hits
were received or obegerved on other shins of the fermation,
although he thought that the HYXZI (RRB) just astern of the KAGA
had also been hit by Dive Bombers. Due to the smoke from the
¥FAGa he wae unable to verify BYEI damage. Cantsin Amagai stated
that as a result of the damage to the aircraft carriers with
consequent loss of air power, the decision was made to 2bandon
the attemot to seize MIDWAY. The remainder of the Task rorce
returned to JAPAN.
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Q. Give a brief resume of his duty and ships from 1941 to
the present time. |

A +§He'wa$ Qommander 0t the Air Force on the WIRYU from 7
December 1941 to about the middle of April 1942. From
April 1942 to 5 June 1942, he was Air Officer on the
KAGA.,
W . What duty has the Cantain been ascigned since 5 Junec 427
By Naval Air Headquarters.
"6 What did he do there?
~AcFor ‘three years he has been in charge of general flight
deck installations, arresting gear, lighting and bar-
riers. During the last year he has worked for the Navy
Training 3ureau. . ]

Q. Was he training Aviation Personnel there?

A. Yes, in mechanics, and navigation. Tverything excevpt
operations.

Q. Who was head..of the Training Program?

A. Chief bf.Tréiniﬁg, Kazaka. He had heen demohilized on
the 15tn. - |

9 Is Captainh Amegei a nilot?

g He wae a pilot about ten ye=rs ago, since then hasn't
done any. He has about 2500 hours fiying time. He is now
3 deck offier. |

W. Whot was Captain amegai's ranl when Air Officer onKAGAS%

A. He was a Commander then, He is Ca tain now.

Q. who wés Gamtﬁin‘df }he;E&Gi?
A, Cantain Oknda. He wee killed t. VIDVAY.

Q. Who:was Cnbtain;of‘A?AGI?

A Caotéin Aoki. He now iives in TOFYO.

Q. ~ Can you reach CaotpinrAQki for Qﬁ interview?

A Will fry.

Q; - Wh~t other aircraft carfiers were At MIDWAY and who were

the -Commanding Officere?

. PIRYU - Cantain Kaka,
Soryu - Captain Yanagimoto.

Both shivs sunk, both Cavptains killed.

h Do you know of any surviving officers of the other car-—
riers?

A. Captain Kawaguchi, IJN. He was the Air Officer on
the HIRYU.




- R -What.aircraft.cgrrier divisions were nresent at MIDWAY?

A. The Third Fleet or Thi rd Task Force.

»

£ What-was-the *dmiral's name?

A. Vice Admiral Yagumo, Task Force Commander, Fear Admiral
Kusaka, Chief of Staff. The Air Fighting Groun
was the name of the Task Force.

Q. Yere there any other forces such as Support Force.or
Occum tion Force?

s _.He thinks there were two other forces for occunﬂtlon
but not sure of comnosition or relative 1loc=tion.

»

s Do you know what Force made simul taneous attack in
ALEUTIAIS?

A. JUNYO a1y Craft Carrier., Ne., 4 Squadron.
Q. What was purnose of ALTZUTIAN attaclk?

A, It was a2 feint.

s ~id. -the loqq 01 carriers satMIDWAY affect future Japan-
- ese plans?

A. Does not know, only high officers knew plans.

Q. Draw a diagram of the crulsing disvosition of the Air-
- craft Carriers. '

A, (Refer to Chart No.-1).
in daytlme a circular formation was uqed but 2t night

A column wae formed. He helievee the Tgwk Force Commander
vas on the SORYU.

Ll What w2s the number of the Air Grour on the KAGAT
A. . The Air Grouv did not hove a name or number.
s WVhat wag its composition?

A. . It was composed of 21 fighters (00 tyne; 27 VB (99 tyve);
e VT (“7 tyne).

K < Was this the same of the cther shins?
A. -Same.,
2 "hat was the mission of the Carrier Task Group?

a. To attack MIDAY, t2 help occupation.

(.. Why didn't the occupation forece continue on to MIDWAY?
A. He has heard l=ter th=t the Commander of the Fleet had

ordered all shioss to return becaycse 0T loee of sir nower
after 211 Aircraft Carriers were sunk.

e During your aaproach to MID.Y did you expect to be attackad
by American planecs.

A, They had exmectcd =2n sttack of scouting vlanes at 1000
miles, =2nd by bombing nlanes =t 700 miles and by small
Olanes at 200 miles.
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B 1Did ydu see ény nlanes during the ADProAach to MIDWAY
prior to the battle on 4 June? |

before the hattle:-

£ 8 Was the cariierp formetion Att2cked by long range bombers
about 600 miles fror MIDWAY?

A Vo |
Q. Were any airp Attacks made on the cerrier force nrior
. bto -the day of -the battle (4 June plus 12, 5 June TO¥YQ
time) 7 .

A' NO-

& - .wWere any submarine attacks made-on the carrier force
during the Approach?

A No.
Q. When wae the KAGA Tirat hiv7
A, It was hit by dive bombers two for- three hours after sun-

rise, 4 June. (5 June T0KY0 time). Of course, wotch
w26 damaged and useless so coan't g2y “perfect. time.

.-J-U

Q. - What -8172e bo;mbs A1t the KAGATD

A. He was not avle to S€c, but judging from fire ang smoke
they were 250 or 500 kilos. g 7

Q. Does he know if 2ny 100# YBombs HitT:

A; Waen'!t ﬂbie fb QL€ bécause of the smove.
Q.  How naINny vomdbe hit the YAGAT

A

There were. four hits on the FAGA. The first .bomb g3t
the forwargd rlevator. The second bomb went through
the deck ot tne 'starbosrd side of the after .clevator.
‘he third bomh went through the declk on the port side
g 7 7 abrasgtigf the igland. v The fourth bomb .hit .the port side
3ft. "hen the bomhs hit, big firees storted. Unahle
L0 s€e much boeayes of emokeo.

ﬁ

3 . Dig Ny of thea American bomberes dive into the deck?

X No, not on XAzA. Did not henr thot Any had dived

? on other carriers.
s “ere any othor shins kit by bombe =t s "ma time?
D AL It wag herd 4o S€C *because of smoke, but he .bolieves

that the Battleehin HYE] Just astern of the ¥4GA was
hit by dive bombers and 5 fire started on the stern of

@ . "as the KiltA attacked by Horizontal Bombers?

Bs No.
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the KAGA attackeod by torvedo planes?

= il e




A

e

o F o

¥

i

- He .saw torvedo .planes but does not think KAGA was =2ttacked.

. No torpedo hits were made. However, while swimming 1in
water several hours after attack saw a torpedo apparently
fired from submarine strike side of shin

at angle and bounce off. Didh't explode. Torvedo went

.. DA

ere any other shios attacked by Horizontal Rombers?

Did not see any hit. Saw some nattern bf bombs fall in
water.during day.

Which tyve of attack most feared, Torpedo Plane, Dive
Bomber, or Horizontal Bomber? |

Dive Bomber, c=2nnot dodge.

Were planes on bo~rd when ship was hit?

l.Yes,‘ﬂbout.EO.plnnms in hang=r lonaded =and quIed, re—

mainder on deck, six VR in air.

'Did bombs sink the ship?

Yes. Gasoline and bombs caught fire. ©Ship s~nk itself,
Japanese no need sink with torpedo. ' 2

N

.+ Was KAGA -strafed by planes?

Wae done during diving, one or two perscnnel and planes
on deck were injured. |

.+ When did it gink?

Same -afternoon.

What kind of »nl2nes mrde the ottack, Torpedo Planes,
Dive Bombers or Horizont2l Bombers?

Dive RBombers.

In wh=t order w~e =2tt2ck made?

‘He thinks first high Horizontsl Bombers, no hits. Then

Torpedo attack. Was dodged, no hits. Then Dive Bombers,
4 hite. Then more horizontal bombing ahout 400 meters
away. No hits. Most attack all at s=2me time.

How many personnel lost when shin sunk?

About 800 lost. About 1000 saved.

ﬂHow'many'pﬁlots saved?

About 40 pilots. About 50% pilots saved.

How were the versonnel rescued?

-By cruisers and destroyers.

How many airplanes did you expect to lose in the attack
on VIDWAY? | '

It =211 depends ubon Caoté{n of ship. Hé exvects about
1/3 do not comb back..

Were any KAGA planes launched to attack MIDWAY?Y

.-.‘.*5..




F all Dl“DFQ on boﬂrd chept clx flghter overhead.

He hﬂ heard that th€} landed on other shins. Other
chine had launched planes to attack MIDWAY but ¥AGA
planes were waiting for orders to launch =2nd attack.

"How many protective fighters (CAP) were over carrier
formation?

Wormally 28. Two carriers suoplied eight each, the

.other two carriers provided six eacn. This was normal
”pﬂtrol. If attacked, other. pl=anes rose to meet oobposition.

How long did fighteres. stay in alr?

Two .hours.

_How were the vlanes in air relievedf

When the waiting planes get in =ir un high, then
the former patrolling plane comes down and lands.

When the carrier launched the patrol did it turn into
the wind =2lone, or.did »all, shive turn?

A1l turn in came formation. They use 14 meters wind
cver deck for landing and launching. If only few
plance launched individual cerrier turns into wind.

If meny planés launched or landed entire formation
turns. When over 300 miles from target, csarriers
opernte indemendently. When within 200 miles of target,
a1l ships maneuver together. |

About how for apart were the ehipe in the formation?

A square formqtlon ahout 4000 meters avert. When need
mach soveed and wind, distence large. When wind =nd se=
strong, the distance diminishes.

Did the formation zligzag?.

Yoo,

Jere destfoyérs_employed With the car.iers when operating
.the planest - f A

Yes, .sometimes one, sometimes two destroyers would come
from outside circular screen. They take station =2bout
700 meters 2stern.

How are fighter vlanc¢s controlled in the =ir?t

By wirelegs, A swecisl officer controls the olanes

He is a pilot, in his ahsence the anti-aircraft commAander
akes his place.

H did the contrecl officer know where to send the
fighters? T | '

By radar. It wee #n ?ineriménfﬁt*MlDWAf. Not teo good.
Did tht FAUL hﬂye 1t?

No, island too emall. e
Vﬁmt éhiﬁs in the'formétion h~d faﬂéf?

o B i




HIRYU, maybe SORUYU. Not sure of AKAGI, it is rather
0ld shiv. (JUYYO 4id not have it because 1t was 2 emall
converted merchant ship.)

What did the rafar look like?

It wvas » big wire grid. KXevot rotating. Didn't work
very well. Destroyers act as vickets and 2advise by
voice radio if planes are coming. More radars put on
ships middle of 1942 and used 1n SOLOMON ISLANDS
operations.

here was it used in the SOLOMONS?

On ships. Does not know exactly. Was not there,
only heard.




