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THE BRIDGE OF SIGHS

One more Unfortunate

"Weary of breath

Rashly importunate,
-Gone to her death !

Take her up tenderly,

Lift her with care;

Fashioned so slenderly,

Young, and so fair !

-Liook at her garments

-Clinging like cerements;

Whilst the wave constantly

‘Drips from her clothing;

Take her up instantly,

Loving, not leathing.

Touch her not scornfully;

Think of her mournfully,

Gently and humanly;

Not of the stains of her—

A}l that remains of her-

Now is pure womaanly.
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Make no deep scrutiny
Into her mutiny

Rash and undutiful:
Past all dishonor,
Death has left on her
Only the beautiful.

Still, for all slips of hers,
One of Eve’s family —
W ipe those poor lips of hers

ozing so clammily.

I.oop up her tresses
Escaped from the comb,
Her fair auburn tresses;
Whilst wonderment guesses;

. Where was her home?

Who was her father?’
Who was her mother?
Had she a sister?

Had she a brother?

Or was there a dearer one
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Still, and a nearer one

Yet, than all other?

Alas | for the rarity
Of Christian charity
Under the sun!

Oh ! it was pitiful !
Near a whole city full.

Home she had none.

Sisterly, brotherly,
Fatherly, motherly
Feelings, had changed:
Love, by harsh evidence,
Thrown from its eminence;
Even God’s providence

Seeming estranged.

Where the lamps quiver

So far in the river,

With many a light

From window and casement,
From garret to basement,

She stood, with ainazement,



B

Houseless by night.

The bleak wind of March
Made her trembije and shiver,
But not the dark arch,

Or the black flowing river:
Mad from life’s history,
‘Glad to death’s mystery
Swift to be hurl’d—

Any where, any where

Out of the world !

In she plunged boldly,
No matter how coldly
The rough river ran—
Over the brink of it,
Picture it, think of it,
Dissolute Man !

Lave in it, drink of it;

Then, if you can!

Take her up tenderly,.
Lift her with care;

Fashion’d so slenderly,

—— 80 ——
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Young, and so fair !

Ere her limbs frigidly
Stiffen too rigidly,
Decently, .kindly,

Smooth and compose them,
And her eyes, close. them,

Staring so blindly!

Dreadfully staring
Thro” muddy impurity,
As when with the daring
Last look of despairing

Fix’d.on futurity.

Penishing;gloomily,

Spurr’d by contumely,

Cold inhumanity,

Burning insanity,

Into her rest.

:Cross-her hands humbly
As if praying dumbly,

Qver her breast !
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QOwning her weakness,

Her evil behaviour,

And leaviug, with meekness,
Her sins to her Saviour !

‘Thomas Hood

THE FISHER’S WIDOW

The boats go out and the boats come in
Under the wintry sky:
And the rain and foam are white in the wind,

And the white gulls cry,

She sees the sea when the wind is wild
Swept by the windy rain;
And her heart’s a-weary of sea and land

As the long days wane.

She sees the torn sails fly in the foam,
Broad on the sky-line grey;
And the boats go out and the boats come in,

But there’s one away.

-~ Author Symons

,82,...._._
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“GATHER YE ROSE BUDS WHILE YE MAY”

Gather ye rose-buds while ye may,
OId Time is still a-flying:
And this same flower that smiles to-day,

To-morrow will be dying.

The glorious Lamp of Heaven, the Sun,
The higher he’s a-getting
The sooner will his race run,

And nearer he’s to setting.

That age is best which is the first,
When youth and blood are warmer,
But being spent, the worse, and worst

Times, still succeed the former.

Then be not coy, but use your time;
And while ye may, go marry:
For having lost but once your prime,
You may for ever tarry.
Robert Harrik

— 83—
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“O MY LUVE’S LIKE A RED, RED ROSE”

O my Luve’s like a red, red, red rose
That’s newly sprung in June:
O my Luye’s like the melodie

That’s sweetly play’d in tune.

As fair art thou, my bonnie lass,
So deep in luve am [ ;
And I will luve thee still, my dear,

Till 2’ the seas gang dry:

Till a’ the seas gang dry, my Dear,
And the rocks melt wi’ the sun;

I will luve thee stilf, my dear,
While the sands o’ life shall run.

And fare thee weel, my only Luve !
And fare thee weel a while !

And I will come again, my Luve,
‘The’ it were ten thousand mile.

Rabert Burns:
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LOVE’S PHILOSOPHY

The fountains mingle with the river
And the rivers with the ocean,

The winds of heaven mix for ever
With a sweet emotion;

Nothing in the world is single,
All things by a law divine

In one another’s being mingle —
Why not I with thine ?

See the mountains hiss high heaven
And the waves clasp one another;

No sister-flower would be forgiven
If it disdain’d its brother:

.And the sunlight clasps the ecarth,
And the moonbesams kiss the sea—

"What are all kissings worth

If thou kiss not me !
P. B. Shelley
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VITAE SUMMA BREVIS SPEM NOS
VETAT INCOHARE LONGAM

They are not long, weeping and the laughter,
Love and desire and hate:
I think they have no portion in us after

We pass the gate.

‘They are not long, the days of wine and roses:
Out of a misty dream

Our path emerges for a while, then closes
Within a dream.

Ernest Dowson

NON SUM QUALIS ERAM BONAE
SUB REGNO CYNARAE

Last night, ah, yesternight, betwixt her lips and

mine

There fell thy shadow, Cynara! thy breath was

shed Upon my soul between the kisses and the

wine;And I was desolate and sick of an old passion,
Yea, [ was desolate and bowed my head:

I have been faithful to thee,Cynaralin my fashion.
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All night upon mine heart [ felt her warm heart beat
. Night-long within mine arms in love and sleep she lay}
Surely the kisses of her bought red mouth were swect;
But [ was desolate and sick of an old passion,
When I awoke and found the dawn was gray:

[ have been faithful to thee, Cynara ! in my fashion.

I have forgot much, Cynara ! gone with the wind,

Flung roses riotously with the throne,

Dancing, to put thy pale, lost lilies out of mind;

But I was desolate and sick of an old passionp.
Yeaz, all the time, because the dance was long:

I have been faithfhl to thee, Cynara ! in my fashion.

I cried for madder music and for stronger wine,
But when the feast is finished and the lamps expire,
‘Then falls thy shadown, Cynara ! the night is thine;
And I am desolate and sick of an old passion,

Yea, hungry for the lips of my desire:
I have been faithful to thee, Cynara ! in my fashion.

eiee Ernest Dowson

TO THOMAS MOORE
I .
My boat is on the shore,
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And my bark is on the sea;
But, before I go, Tom Moor,
Here’s a double health to thee !
11
Here’s a sigh to those who love me,
And a smile to those who hate;
And, whatever sky’s above me,
Herc’s a heart for every fate.
HI
Though the oceanroar around me
Yet it still shall bear me on;
Though a desert should surround me,
It hath springs that may be won,
AY
Were’t the last drop in the well,
As I gasped upon the brihk,
Ere my fainting spirit fell,
'Tis tothee that I drink,
V.
With that water, as this wine,
The libation I wonld pour
Should be-peace with thine and mine,
And a health to thee Tom Moore.
Lord Byron
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