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Certificate awarded by Cambridge University for
The Local Examination. December 1981. Senior
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Catholic Social Service.

«“Qoejal Seavice” in other words means to serve the
seciety, the community and mankind. Any work done for
the good of the society, be it a small action or a big movem.
ent can be called social sarvice work.

Although the number of Catholics in Shanghai cannot
out number that of many other religions, the good work they
have done to the community is some thing that should not be
over-locked.

Aside from the hospitals, schools and scientific instit-
utions they have built, which are so obvious and familiar
te the Shangoai public, let us spend some time in watching
what the average Catholic, each and every one of them is
doing for the need of others, .

People are not aware that there are a large number ot
school girls who spend a few hours every week in knitting
an sewing; so that the poor may have some thing to wear
during the cold days. There are women who give a few
trnoticed hours of their daily life in teaching the ignorant
the great doctrine of love and charity; so that they may also
have a chance to enter the Kingdom of Ged. Men and boys
are not left out of this wonderful work of social service. They
aizo take part in visiting the sick, donate food to the poor,
give monetary aid to the helpless ones, and many small but
worthy work. In the eves of others these may seem so small
and unimportant, but in the eyes of the Lord they aie
valuable,

Hsiao Ming was one of the first who started social
service work among the students and their homes. Each
vear at X’'mas they give work, money, clothing or food to
the poor. Presents among themselves are in the form of
“yrice coupon”’ which can be given to the poor for a bowl of



rice, Besides the regular X’mas help to the public, Hsiao
Ming bad done a tremendous amount of good work during
the hostilities of 1932 and 1937, wounded soldiers were
carried in to be taken care of by a group of Catholic doctors
and nuns, School boys and girls came to help as attendants,
even members of their families came to work in kifchen
and to make sheets and dresses for the Wounded, Time and
fatigue mean nothing to them, all they ask for is fo do soms
good for madkind,

To-day Hsiac Ming at her 20th birthday is still carrying
on her social service work in full strength and also improved
her methods for reaching the public. Let us hope and pray
that this self sacrificing action, based on love of humanity
will never come to an end; and that those who participate
in it will be remembered aud honored in Heaven.

Molly Tsang  Teang Yah Tsung

Letoile du Matin

Je me souviens toujours de L’aventure qui m’est arrivée
il ¥ a quelques anndes,

C’etait dans une soirée de prinlemps, au cours d'une
promenade & la campagne; j’apercevais devant moi, non loin
de I’horizon une tres belle foret. Le temps 4tait superbe: I=

cie! resplendissait de la beauté d’un soleil couchant qui écl-

airait tout I'univers de ses rayons dorés, Les nuages fiocon-
neux dessinaient dans le firmament les tableaux les plus
ravissants, Les oiseaux rentraient dans leurs nids. et, au
champ, les laboureurs aussi, fatigués par une journde ¢=2
travail, épaulaient leurs instruments et se dirigeaieut vers
le chemin du logis. De loin, un jeune enfant chantait sur
le dos de son buffle, alors que ses compagnons courraient
derriere lui, Quant 4 moi, je continuais ma marche en avant.
Ma curiosité était grande, je ne pouvais m’empécher d’étre



il

attiré par ce bois inconnu. Le calme régnait alentour, on
n’eritendait que le ruissellement d’une petite rivicre et le
gazouillement des muitiples petits oiseaux. L air était pur,
Les fleurs sauvages exhalaient lenrs parfums les plus
exquis, Enivrée par cette ambiance enchanteresss, je n’avais
pas idee que j'etals seule au milieu des arbres et que le
jour tomba’t. Je me sentais un peu fatiguée. et voyant &
quelques pas une petite clairiére semée de gazon, je m’al-
longeais et fermais les yeux, essayant d’oublier le monde
extérieur. Ainsije m’etais plongée dans une réverie profonde.

Quelle re fut pas ma surprise lorsqu’ en me réveillant,
j= me trouvais déji en pleine nuit. Mon sommeil avait été
leng. Il ecommencait a faire froid et je frissonnais. Le vent
sitflait, agitant les bhranches des arbres et provojuant des
bruissements confus. De temps en temps, jentendais des
hurlements et les chauves-souris me frdlaient de leurs ailes
tout en poussant des cris aigus. Je cherchais a sortir de la
forst car je commencais & avoir peur; mais la nuit était
sombre, il n’y avait aucune lumiére; les étoiles ne brillaient
pas et la lune n’était pas visible non plus, Cependant je
voyais ca et la sur les arbres des paires d’yeux luisants
qui semblaient tous plaques sur moi; je poussais un cri
d’hbrreur et courrais en avant. Je n’arrivais plus 4 retrouver
le sentier par oG jétais entrée, et a mesure que j'avancais
plus je me perdais. Je devenais de plus en plns ingniéte, mon
cosur palpitait et je tremblais. Mon malheur atteignit son
comble lors,ue, bientdt il, se mit a pleuvoir, Dans 1’obscurité
Je ne pouvais trouver un abri, je continuais a errer, errer, et
en quelques instants j’étais trempée jusqu aux os. Le sol
&tait alors humide. A plusieurs reprises j’enfoncais mes
pfeds dans la boue et les flaques d’eau, la marche devenait
impossible; je cherchais donc un arbre et m’appuyant sur



son trone, j'attendis arrivee du jour.

Je ne sais combien de temps, je suis restée 14, mais
voildh qu’a travers les arbres. quelques étoiles étincelaient;
la pluie s’était arvetée et le ciel s’éclaircissait. Bientdt,
j’apercevais une trés belle étoile dont la clarté dominait
toutes les autres, mon cosnr tressaillit de joie, car c'était
L’atoile du Matin qui annoncait I’aurore. Je savais alors que
ma misére arrvivait a sa fin. car la lumiere cu jour allaif
apparaitre et chasserait les effrois des ténzbres.

Plus tard. dans la vie, j’ai eu encore a subir frés souvent
cette dure épreuve. Car en cffet. 4 la sortie de I’école, je
me suis lancée dans la société avec un coeur plein de
confiance et d’espoir. Les choses me paraissaient toutes en
rose, le: gens avec qui j’ai eu contact sont tous trés aimables
et complaisants, je me disais que c’est vraiment un plaisir
de vivre, Mais bientst arrive la guerre, les circonstances
viennent & changer peu & peu, la vie devient de plus en plus
chiére. La nation se met en désordre, la misére s’établit et
avec elle, se font jour les débauches, et les crimes. la
malhonndteté et I’hypocrisie, le découragement et le déses-
poir. '

Pour vivre dans le morde actue! il nous faut toujours
une consolstion, c’est la consolation spirituelle, La joie, les
plaisirs de cette vie me sont qu’¢éphéméres et en un clin
d’oeil, ils s’effacent. :

Iais si j’ai du courage et du sang-froid a faire face
aux ditficultés actuellesc’, est que la pensée du salut me
rassure: j'éprouve alors de la joie et du bonheur.

* Btoile un Matin m’a toujours donné de l’espoir car
elle me dirige vers la Tumiére...---Aussi en jonr heurcux
du 20éme. anniversaire de sa fondation je suis certaine
qu’ elle continuera 4 agir comme gujde & la jeunesse égarée
tout comme le phare qui conduit le navigateur & un éndroit
de sfireté. ‘

par Tch’en Sin (Angele) [ &
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The Person Who Infizences Me Most.

The person who inf uences me most is a woman, one
of the most beautiful characters in the world, Her earne-
stness of spirit can be seen from her modest, majestic and
sweet countenance. ‘ ‘

Why is she the woman who influences me mo t?- She
understands my beart and knows my faults, my virfue and
my will; and her kind eyes never look away from me,

When I am sad, she consoles me, helps me to reform my
corrupt manners, and teaches me to cultivate virtues. She
gave me many godd examples in her deeds; «ce..« hnmiiity,
patience, faithtulness, etc.

She loves me more than I can ove her. Although I
am sometimes gui.ty yet she always forgivés me, makes
me regret my faults and gives me new life and spirit.

Ithink that you are inclined to know who this great
woman is, Of course I will tell you and wish you to get
acquainted with her too. She is Oar Lady, the Mother of
God and also the Mother of all men.

Bernadette Chow, JE§i®

My Hobby.

Itwasa pleasant mprmng in June, with the air magically
soft and the sun _]llSt warm enough for comforl. 1 received
a gift from my uncle William. It was a box with many holes
on it. I opened it quickly, wondering what was in it, Oh! It
was a pair of white pigeons with splendid plumage, stout
bodies and short legs they were lovely and I was very happy
to have them.

Then I bought a blue pigeon-cot for them to live in and

*
O
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fed them with corn and gave them clean water, I gave them
three meals a day and cleaned their cabbin everyv three
days.

I tied silver bells on their legs. when they fiew freely
and swiftly under the sunshine the bells would glimmer like
diamonds and tinkle gaily. The pigeons wonld flutter, frolics
chatter and rest on pour shoulder when you became familiar
with them. To feed the pigeons is my ho%by. They are
useful animals.

In olden times they were regarded as messengers. But
they are still used at present during war,

Nevertheless they are the emblems of *‘peace”

I de not care about, whether I have profited or not in
feeding them, but I will love them as long as I live,

Cecilia Chow. ] Bt

A Tour In Spring Vacation.

When the clock struck six, papa, Anne and 1 were off
on a twenty-mile drive.

We felt refreshed by the pure air of early morning,
blowing straight into our faces. A few white cloads floated
in the sky, the morning sun rose in the east and the light
spread around in brillant hues of purple, orange and pink.

The road was narrow. The greenest of green fields,
trimmed with some black birds lay on either side, and also
some fields littered with violets. we drove on and passed
through a dingy village clinging to a hill side. A blue river
bordered the village. Boys and girls were playing beside
the river. A group of ducks dived in the water, so.netimes
they emerged ahd gwacked loudly; green leaves and small
yellow flowers floated on the water.



The majestic beauty of the Spring intoxicated us, while
our whole being seemed absorbed in the harmony of its
colors, sounds and s ent,

The road turned from the river and our car plunged
into a beautiful garden where we were to have our picnic.

Chang-Kong Hu. #i&EJE
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