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Though it is believed lliat the conflict of
arms has closed forever, the contest of prin-

ciples began long since in the press ond le-

gislation, and continued on the held of battle,

still remains a subject of discussion in some
essential features. The settlement which
has grown out of the victory of the national

arms, and has been enacted into laws, aim-
ing only at an equitable readjustment of the

relations of people and Slate, and of the

States and General Government, upon the

basis of equal rights and protection to all, is

still disputed by men at the South who led

in the late struggle, or in the North tried to

hinder the progress of the national cause in

aid of armed rebellion, and who would again

plunge the country into turmoil and war.

The Reconstruction laws, and the policy

growing out of them, left to the Southern
people the right of reorganizing their local

governments, adjusting their educational

system, and fostering their industrial inter-

ests, subject only to the single restriction

that all the people shall share alike in their

benefits, and have an equal voice in their

formation. And this is the penalty, and the

only penalty, imposed for the great crime of

rebellion.

The contrast between this result, so desir-

able to all just-minded men, and the fads
which relate to the condition of the section

lately in rebellion, are so striking and as-

tounding, that it is believed that in a state-

ment of those facts will be found the best

argument for the objects aimed at and the

purposes sought in the Reconstruction policy

of Congress, and the principles of the Re-
publican party.

Before the rebellion begun, fifteen slave

States, having an area greater by two hun-
dred thousand square miles than the former
free States, v.-ere controlled in all tlieir pub-

lic policy, in all their interests, by a slave-

holding class, numbering in 1860 less thaa

350,000 persons. Hereafter they are to be
controlled by the millions by whom they are,

and shall be, inhabited. It is to those mil-

lions, whose interests are most deeply af-

fected, and who in the past have been used
only for the building up of a small class, thai

the follov.ing comparisons of the two systems

and examination of the motives v/hich have
controlled the actions of the advocates d
each, is submitted.

uow A SECTIOXAL rOI.ICY

CKESS.

PREVENTED PRO-

To arrest the mon'al. moral, or spiritua!

development of an individual is a crime,

if not before man, before God. To steal a
child from the surroundings in which it would
be morally certain to grow up possessed of

education, refinement, and moral worth, and
place it in circumstances where it must be
either a criminal, an outcast, or a pauper, is

an offence of the most heniops character.

If to destroy the meansof mental and moral
growth in a man be such an offense, how
much more terrible must be the nature of

any sociitl system which not only hinders

but perverts entirely the character of a whole
community, giving to millions a collective

life of a much lower and more degraded
t3-pe than that which others in not more fa-

vored circumstances have i-eached. If in

our land there be found sections where the

mental and moral surroundings are of £>

widely different character, vv-ithout any too

great diversity in the physical circumstances,

we must look to their political and social

institutions and influences for an explanation

of these diversities. If we find one cectior.

steadily improving in all that goes to make
up civili/.ation, and another almost ::s stoad-
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[\j retrograding, or at best standing still,

we may be sure that causes exist which can

be removed. Especially will this be true if

bhe RC-ctiou which halts or retrogrades iif

found to be ble?t with more than abundant
sources of material wealth, and a high order

of industrial development.
This is exactly what has resulted in the

Qnited States. There are tvv-o sections

—

not properly so distinguished by any physi-

cal differences, and without such barriers as

mark natural boundaries—but still diverse

in their public life, difi'ering widely in the

character of the communities which inhabit

them. These difierences are in no sense

organic, and can all be obliterated by an ac-

ce.ptance of the fundamental principles of

national growth and life whose wonderful
results in the more prosperous section, attest

-^o fully their correctness, vitality, and ener-

gizing capacity. Let ns, then, examine the

records for proof of our assertions.

The first thing which meets us in the dis-

<;ussion is the fact that we have to go back
to illustrations so long familiar to one por-

tion as to be with its people almost prover-

bial. The nearly hermetical sealing of all

avenues of information by which compari-
sons could be entered into with a system dif-

ferent fromthat which prevailed in the South-
ern States, renders it essential to lay before

you the facts which it was the interest of the

small minority, which so long ruled in 3-our

midst, to entirely misrepresent or entirely

exclude. Has the fact been presented to you
that the Southern States, with an area orig-

inally much greater than the Northern, with

a population nearly as large, and with
.greater sources of national wealth have, af-

ter eighty years, seen the poorer section

grow so rapidly as to nearly double in wealth
an-d population the originally richer one?
It has not. There must be reasons for this.

And those reasons are -easily found. They
are in the character of the different ideas
which governed the two sections, and one of
which, though overthrown, is still, with open-
aiouthed passion, declaring its right to su-

premacy, vi'hile the other, not so demonstra-
tive, perhaps, is yet irresistibly pushing its

way to entire and absolute control of the
nation's destinies. The one system degrades
—the other elevates. The one uplifts the

masses—the other oppresses. Let us turn

to records which will irrcfraga>ljly establish

this—we mean the national census. That
^ives us in results of most startling direct-

ness the proofs of our assertion that south-

-;irn class r\\\e—the control b>/ three hundred
&nd fifty tliousand slavehulders of over fight

imUlioivs of whiles and nearly four inillions
«/' blacks—produced nothing but degrada-
!i:-on to the many, while in no ennobling

sense did it elevate the few—is in every sens©

just and truthful.

Let us see, then, what it offers in illustra-

tion of the argument. The census puMished
in 18G0 is our guide. The examples selected

are from products and industries in which,

under a systern, of forecast and energy such

as a thoroughly free society brings, the South

would have been eminently successful.

THE COTTOX INTEREST,

Take the manufacture of cotton goods a?

an illustration. The South commanded the

markets of the world by her production of

the raw sta,ple. Her planting interest grew
fat and insolent through this result, and
v/ith insane pride conceived that the centu-

ries might be set back, and a Christian civ-

ilization made to sustain ,the imperious in-

solence of a slave-breeding' empire. There
was no reasonable excuse for allovving an-

other section to obtain a mannfecturing
monopoly of this staple, except that which
arose from the depressing influences of an
industrial system, which set at defiance all

laws of political economy. Slavery had
no room for intelligent industry, and was.

therefore, given over to communities not

charmed by the growth of education, and
refusing to welcome any new form of pro
gress. The ideas advocated by the Repub-
lican party have thrown down such barriers,

and in their certain march will create man-
ufactures, build factories, and rear a race of

skilled and intelligent artizans, the product
of whose labor will bring not only material

comfort, but in the social and mental wants
that create, plant a high civilization, uplift

the now depressed Southern masses, and
supply their demands for education. The
triumph of the national policy over the
still defiant sectionalism of the past will be
insured when the skill of New England
possesses the South, and the intelligence of
her people shall be equalled by those who
are not now to be placed in comparison.
A simple and rude form of civilization is the
certain result to a people wholly devoted ,to

the culture of a few leading staples, such as

the cotton, sugar, and rico of the Southern
section. A complex civilization, with many
wants, 'growing constantly with the demand,
is the result of a society where industry is

diversified, labor subject to economical divi

sicn, and a high degree of material comfort
is realized for all.

Eut, to return to the manufacture of cot
ton goods. The total value was, in 1850.
.S(i-J,501,rKS7

;
^in 18G0, .$105, 1:37, 0*26. Of

this the New England States alone are cred-
ited v/ith $-13,78:),'J0O in 1850; with $80f-
301,535 in 18G0, an increase of $36,515,-
5^5. New York, Penn.'^ylv.'inia, and Ne^^



Jersey produced,' in 1850,Ncotton goods to

tbe vahe of $12,121,097 ; irt 1860, $22,481,-

731, an increase of over ten
j

millions. The
fifteen slave States and the District of Co-
J'jmbia manufactured cottoh c;oods to the

i-alue, in 1850, of $8,913,736 fin 1860, of

$11,310,173, an increase ofibut little more
;'than two and a half millions' of dollars.

In this manufacture alone the free States

paid' for labor, during 1860, $21,149,786,
while the slave section paid only $2,310,-

292, a difference of $18,839,494 in favor of
sueh skill, enterprize and industry as free

labor promotes. The same striking con-

trasts run through all the census reports.

Yet the South is far more than equal to the

North in all facilities for this or any other

manufacture.
It is within the power of the Southern mil-

lions to transplant all of wealth, culture, and
power free labor 1ms brought to New Eng-
land, and even to give them a grander and
richer future. Shall this be done ? Its ac-

complishment lies within the purpose of the

National Republican party.

THE MANUFACTURE OF MACHIXERY.

All the machinery manufuctured during
ihe year 1860 in the slave section, was val-

ued at but $7,750,050, while in the remain-
der of the States and Territories it was val-

ued at $39,351,500. New England manufac-
tured machinery valued at over two million

dollars more than that of the entire South.

So also with New York and Pennsylvania,
each State manufacturing as much as all the

slave States. Kansas, which in 1853 had
no white inhabitants, in 18G0 manufactured
machinery to the value of $40,000. North
Carolina, one of the original thirteen States,

having immense commercial advantages,

with a fertile soil and boundless mineral
wealth lying unworked in her mountains,
manufactured machinery to the value only
of $92,750. Arkansas, a State for over
thirty years, teeming with natural riches

—

a soil as fertile as a dream, navigable rivers,

abundance of timberand rich with unbound-
ed mineral resources, 'manufactured ma-
chinery to the value only of $21,750. The
lowest amount of machinery manufactured-
in 18G0 in any one of the free States, (Kan-
sas was a Territory then,) was in far off

Oregon, which foots up $71,000, more than
three times as much as Arkansas, twice

as much as Florida, and one-third more than
Texas.

WAGES PAID AXD VALUE OF TKODUCTS.

To sum up and present the contrast in its

most suggestive light, the census of 1860
gives an approximate estimate of the value

of all products of industry and of the wages
paid for labor performed. By that estimate

the former slave section employed, during
that year, 163,028 males, and 35,477 females.
The then free. States and Territories em-
ployed 936,972 males, and 249,523 females.
The New England States alone employed
and paid wages to 204,185 more persons
than were employed and paid in the entire
South.

The total amount paid as wages was, in

1860, within the free States, $1,316,812,000,
while the slave States disbursed but $283,.-

188,000. This was a surplus "in favor of fre«
labor of about five and a half times as great
as that paid in the South. The New Eng-
land States alone paid for wages $210,887,-
498, or only seventy millions less than was
paid in the fifteen former slave States. The
whiiie population of these States was about
eight millions, while that of the free States

was about twenty millions, or only two and a

half times larger.

By a table compiled in 1856 for the United
States Treasury, it appears that the average
of wages paid per capita in the then fre«

and slave States was as follows : Massachu-
setts, $166 GO ; Rhode Island, $164 Gl

;

Connecticut, $156 G5 ; California, $149 66;

New Jersev, $120 82 ; New Hampshire,
$117 17; New York, $112 00; Indiana,

$99 12 ; Vermont, $96 62 ; Pennsvlvania,

$90 30; Illinois, $88 94; Ohio, $75 83;
Mithigan, $72 84 ; Maine, $71 11; Wiscon-
sin, $68 41 ; Iowa, $65 47.

In the then slave States and the Federal
District: Missouri, $88 06; Maryland,
$83 85; Kentucky, $71 82;' Mississippi,

$G7 50 ; Louisiana, $65 80 ; Tennessee,
$03 10 ; Georgia, $61 45 ; South Carolina,

$56 91; Alabama, $55 72; Florida, $54 77;

Arkansas, $52 04 ; District of Columbia,
$52 00 ; Texas, $51 13 ; North Carolina,

$49 38 ; Delaware, $35 27.

In the case of Missouri, first on the list,

the rate of wages was largely controUed by
the influence of free labor then so rapidly

growing in that State, and especially In St.

Louis.

TUE COXniTIOX AND VALUE OF THE LANB X

There are other and even more striking

tests by which to measure the relative con-

dition of the different States. Take, for

instance, the area under cultivation in each
section. In 1860 the amount of unimproved

!
arable land within the slave States waa

;

162,233,121 acres. In nineteen free States

there was 71,871,951 acres not under culti-

vation. This shows a difference in favor of
the latter of 87,461,170 acres. At lea^t one
half of these unimproved lands were situated

in the Western States, not long opened for

settlement. During the ten years preceding



1860,'there had been an increase in the un-

improved area of tlic South of at least thirty

million acres. This shows the wasteful char-

acter of Southern agriculture. The value

of the real estate in the two sections is a still

more forcible illustration. Its entire value
in the South was. in 18G0, $2,410,'JG1,8'J7,

while that of the North was $-1,501, I44',1G2,

nearl}' twice as much. The value of the real

estate in the four States of New York, Penn-
sylvania, Massachusetts, and Ohio, was
$3,793,845,346, or $382,883,440 more than
the entire value of the same class of prop-

erty in the South.
Of the ton years' increase in the jjrea of

unimproved arable land, Georgia shows an
increase of over two million acres ; Ala-

bama, three ; Arkansas, six ; Texas, ten
;

Kentucky, one ; Louisiana, three and a
half; Mississippi, three, and two-thirds;

North Carolina, one and three-quarters.

South Carolina and Tennessee are the only
Southern States showing an ancreasc of im-
proved lands.

THE CinCULATIOX OF BOOKS AND PERIODICALS.

But there is still another test, more cen-
vincing than all that have preceded it. Edu-
cation is the fairest evidence of the charac-
ter of any community. The census gives us
aome striking facts. Take, for instance, the
total number of periodicals of all kinds
printed during the year 18G0 within the
United States. They number 927,951;548
copies, cr about twenty-eight to each person.
Of these periodicals only 1G9,5C1,8G0 copies
were printed in the slave section, or about
twelve and a half copies per head. The six

New England States had a population, by
the census in 1800^ of but 3,135,283 inhabi-

tants, while they alone printed in that year
128,780,470 copies of newspapers and other
periodicals. This gives to the twelve and a
iialf millions which in 1860 inhabited the
alavc section but 33,781,390 copies more
than the six States which had but one-fourth
the number of inhabitants, being more than
forty-one copies to each inhabitant of these
favored States.

THE EDUC.4.TI0X OF THK PEOPLK.

The statistics of education are still more
appalling. As an example let us compare
what North Carolina has done in the way of
educating her children, with the same work
by some of her sister States, going back to

the census tables of 1850, as the census of
1860 gives us no education. In 1850, Maine
had 13 schools to every 100 square miles of
her area ; New Hampsire, 27 ; Massachu-
setts, 52 ; New York, 26; Ohio, 30 ; Rhode
Island, 35 ; Vermont, 27 ; Connecticut, 40

;

and North Carolina only 5. Such was the

interest taken iu the education of the chil-

dren by the men who controlled the affairs

of the State. The rich could send their

children abroad—and what cared they for

the education of the childi-en of the poor?
And now note the result of this lack of

schools in North Carolina ; in Connectieut.
of persons over 21 years of age, who could
not read and write, tliere were found 5,30G ;

in Maine, G,2S2; Michigan, 8,280 ; Vermonf,
G,240 ; in New Hampshire, 3,009 ; and all

these chiefly foreigners. In North Carolina,

of the white population, 73,5Gu—all of whom
save 340 were American born, and the total

number in North Carolina, Vvhitc a-nd black.
21 years of age, who could not read and
write, was 368,971.

This was in a population of 869,039 per-

sons, making an average of one out of every
two and one-eighth of the entire number.
The old North State is but a fair illustration

of the condition of her neighbors. Virginia
had over 50,000 white adults and Georgia
over 40,C00 of the same class who could
neither read nor write. South Carolina had
over fifty thousand white. In Arkansas the

average will not bo less than one in three

—

yet that State was largely endowed by the
nation with public lands for school purposes.

So were Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama,
and Florida. But few of the Southern
States attempted the adoption of a system of
common schools, and when they did it was
but to imitate, Mississippi stigmatising them
as " poor schools." The existence of such
an institution in that State was lately made
a boast by a citizen, •' native to the manor
born," who really conceived the fact to be an
honorable one. Every town in the South
had its pretentious college or seminary, in

which a small minority of the children of
the wealthier class received a superficial ed-

ucation, but the exceptions w'ere " few and
far between " vherc their streets were hon-
ored by the presence of those public schools
which everywhere in the North are to be
seen. The saw-mill and the school-house,
the printing-press and church, are reared
side by side when the emigrant's plow first

breaks the Western prairies. They are

known to be the Best safe-guards of free in-

stitutions, and cheaper far as protection
against crime than an " army with banners."
" Ignorance may make men slaves, but edu-
cation never," said a wise Englishman. The
small minority of educated rich, who were
allowed to rule the South, by the failure of
the great majority of the white people of the
States included under that name to assert

their right to control, did not desire to en-
lighten the masses either white or black.
To educate the laboring whites waa to en-

able them to judge for themselves of the evil

effects of a system which put the power o^



fifleen States into the bands of but little

more than one-thirtieth paj-t of the whole
population therein. Hence jt was essential

for that minority to keep all i^^norant. How
faithfully they followed the dictation of their

interests the facts given show. They well

knew that to let the black man learn was to

insure resistance to his bondage; to allow the
laboring whites to be educat'ed was to show
them where lay their true interests and their

power.
.

In no other way could it Have been pos-

sible for the representatives of a system so

utterly at variance with their true interests

to Lave led the white millions of the South
into rebellion against a government, which,
not only never wronged them, but, on the
contrary, had ia a thousand Mays aided and
beneiitted them. The protecting aigis of
that government sheltered the white South-
ern emigrant when he sought regions where
he would be free from the influences of sla-

very. The Northern or Free-labor influ-

ence in that government, againstthe strenu-

ous opposition of thebcdy of Southern class

rulers and their allies, opened the West,
encouraged and aided internal improvements,
granted public lands to build railroads, to

eudow universities and establish a common
school system everywhere. It was Northern
influences and statesmen, with but one nota-

ble exception, which carried forward our
public land surveys, passed pre-emption
laws, gradually abolished modes by which
the national domain was made the spoil of
the speculator, and finally secured the pas-

sage of that beneficent act, the Homestead
law, under which every citizen ean obtain

a farm by living on and cultivating it. It was
not against the interests of those whom we
now address that parties in the Free States

resisted the aggressions of slavery, opposed
its extension, and otherv.use agitated against

its continuance.
It was in your behalf more than for any

one else that the battle of Republicanism
was fought, and that, in 1860, its first con-

flict was v.'OR by the election of Abraham
Lincoln. It was because of this that the

slaveholders took up arms and drove you
into support of the rich men's war. With
ordinary means of information at your dis-

posal, this could never have happened. In

every section of the South, where the non-

slavehelders controlled public sentiment,

the opposition to secession was formidable.

In East Tennessee, in Western North and
South Carolina, in Northern Georgia, Ala-

bama, and Mississippi, and in Western Ar-

kansas, a majority of the laboring white

men knew where lay their true interests, and
to the full extent of their ability resisted the

attem'ot to force them into treason.

HOW THE REPrBMCAN PARTY AID THE LAND-
LESS.

Allusion has been made to the pas-
sage of the Homestead Law. Since the
close of the slaveholders' rebellion, by an
act passed and approved March 21, 1866,
this law has been so amended as to allow
persons who had borne arms against the
Government to participate in the benefits of
this wise policy. During the vv'ar it was
judged necessary to require that settlers

should swear that they had never borne arms
against the United States. The amendatory
act abolished this restriction. The object
was to allow the free settlement of our pub-
lic lands by those who were, as a rule, forced

into rebellion. The rank and file of the

rebel armies were generally poor men. They
were first deceived and aAerward con-

.«cripted under a merciless military despot-

ism. The Republican party is not vindic-

tive. It is the party of equity and peace.

These established, its whole object is concil-

iation. To bind up the wounds treason

inflicted, heal and restore the broken parts

of our Federal system, and make permanent
a just and fruitful peace, is the one purpose
sought by its statesmen and advocates.

Nothing conserves public order and main-
tains stable institutions so efi'ectually as a
wide difl'usion of prosperity. The land be-

longs to the industry of the country. The
slaveholders held that it, like the laboring

men, belonged to capitrJ. In pursua'nce of

its views, when they controlled the Govern-
ment through the Democratic party, opposi-

tion to the homestead was a cardinal prin-

ciple. Large bodies of lands in every slave

State v/as thrown open to the speculatora

and debarred to the settler.

In proof of this we quote from a report

made by the Commissioner of the General
Land Office to the Public Land Committee
of the House of Representatives, February

5, 1866 :

"Theroaro in the five States, Arkansas, Mississippi,

Louisiana, Alabama, and I'lorida, 160,868 forms, cover-

ing an area of 56,7.j'5,739 acres, only li\'i9<>,113 of which
are improvcil, leaving, not inclujcjin larci3 and unim-
proved, 103,704,861 acres. From which deduct

:

Surveyed unsold public lands 46,398,541:

Eitini'ated unsurveyed public land, 5,000,000
51,338,544

v,e havo 22,306,317 acres held by the Btveral State*

aud corporations under public grantsand byindividu.il*

not engaged in agricultural pursuit.-f, j'et forming a part

of the laud monopoly in those States.
" It is not possible from any data at hand to stata

with certainty the number of lanJ-holders within th»

Slate? in question, but excluding town, city, and subur-

ban property, it is believed the whole number will not
e«cced 200,000, in a population of more than 3,000,000.

"Suppose these as heads of families or otherwise, to

each represent five persons, .and we have one million of
persons who may by operation of law become holders

of real estate, and who have a present or prospective in-

terest in the same, leaving 2,039,382, or more than two-
thirds of the population landless, .-nd this, too, in »
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•trictly agricultural region, only one-tenth of which is

improved."

By the act of March 21, 18GG, the 51,398,-

644 acres of public lands enumerated above

-were placed under the operation of the

Honnestead law, the divisions being restrict-

ed to eighty (80) acres each, thus providing"

homes to nearly 050,000 families, v/hich, at

the usual average of five persons to each

family, would support o, 250,008 persons.

Besides this benelicial act, measures are now
pending, proposed by Republicans, which

will restore to settlement by the people

about eight ruillion acres of the best land

in the States of Florida, Mississippi, Ala-

bama, and Louisiana, originally given to

railroad corporations and forfeited by them
in consequence of non- completion of their

roads within the time allowed by C^ongress.

These lands are to be taken from rebel specu-

lators, and applied to the benefit of the la-

boring men of the South.

What slavery did for the South
;
how it

fapped its prosperity and drained its vitality,

these pages have in a small degree shown
;

what the policy of Freedom as represented

by the Republican party can do there has yet

to be shown. What that policy has done for

the North is exhibited in the striking con-

trasts herein presented.

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY—ITS POLICY.

The Republican party favors internal im-

provement ; encourages emigration
;

gives

the public lands to the industrious settler
;

builds the Pacific railroad ; comes to the

South and provides, both- by national appro-

priations and individual contributions, for

the encouragement of education, the feeding

of the famine-stricken, and the protection of

the poor.

But the chief charge against the National

Republican party is that it has enfranchised

the colored man ; that it is the special friend

of the negro. The only reply needed to that

is found in the words of one of its earnest

friends: '^Being the part}/ of all men, it is

the part)/ of the black 7?iua." It seeks to

protect the white as well as the black man.
The rights it accords to the latter strengthens

those of the former. Justice always pays.

Equity is a good investment. The Govern-
.aicnt that accords equal protection to its

humblest citizen insures thereby that its

highest and most influential shall be made
more secure in all that they hold valuable.

To do this is the aim of the National Repub-
lican party. Inequality and injustice is the

basis of sectionalism.

Look for a moment at the diverse condi-

tion of those portions of the country over

which these two policies have held sway.

In the one is activity, in the other, stagna-

tion. Jn (lie one the masses are kccnlv

alive to every new policy or enterprise.

Nothing which affects the remotest corner

of the Republic is without its interest to them.

In the other there is great indifference to

what concerns any one beyond the narrow
limits of town, county, or State. Capital is

eagerly welcomed in the one State ; no ques

lions are asked as to its opinions ; and act-

ive public sentiment prevents undue en-

croachment on its part upon the rights of

community; while it is true nov/ as it was
in the past that, in any State where the sec-

tional policy has ruled and still rules, the

stranger capitalist is regarded with suspicion

unless he feigns subserviency to the class

rule that prevails, while the political opir •

ions of the laborer even are made a test. If

he agrees Avith those that prevail, he has a

meagre welcome ;
if he does not, he can re-

main only under great disadvantages. On
the other hand ideas are v/elcomed ; free

speech is protected, and all things are, under
the healthy influence of a prevailingnational

sentiment, subject to the test of reasonable

discussion. But is this true of States vrhere

sectionalism prevails ? The bludgeon and
the bullet have too often been the answer to

distasteful argument, and the time has been
that only in the presence of the Federal bay-

onet men could find safety in Ihe advocacy
of principles which, as we have shown, are

for the benefit of all classes.

It is to the interest, as they conceive, of

the old Southern leaders, to keep alive the

sectional policy under v/hich they so long

ruled. It is to your interest, as those pages

have shown, to identify yourselves in the

future with the spirit and party of Nation-

ality, Liberty, and Progress, and leave '' the

dead past tobury its dead." The opportu-

nity now offers.

The Reconstruction policy of Congress

has become a finality in seven of the States

over which it was extended, and will soon

be in all. State governments are in full

operation. They will be maintained by all

the power of the General Government against

violence from the interior or exterior. By
the security they will offer and peace they

will establish, "business will revive, labor

again find profitable employment, produc-

tiveness be increased a thousand fold, capi-

tal with its hundred legs will travel into every

corner of the South, and the highest pros-

perity of the slave system shall be bat rags

and patchesalongsideof the constant growth

in wealth, education, liberty, and all that

befits a free conununity, which will
_
surely

follow the permanent success of the wise Re-

construction policy of Congress.

The aim of the Republican party is b<>st

expressed in the words of the wise c-'tizen

and sagacious soldier, whoso name is now



f^-esented to you as its candiaate for Presi-

dent, General U. S. Grant, wlien in liis let-

ter ac'cepting the Chicago nomination he
dosed by saying, " Let us iiute peace. "

•The triumph of the Republican party in the

•election of November 3, 18G8,/ will insure

peace, permanent, jnst, and profitable to

both North and South alike. The Demo-
cratic party offer only war. This is its whole
policy. To tear down and overturn accom-
plished facts is the only aim it presents. Its

candidate for Vice President, Frank P. Blair,

of Missouri, in a letter announcing his views,

thus demands, that in the event of the elec-

tion.of the Democratic candidates, anew re-

bellion shall be inaugurated. Under date of

June 30, Gen. Blair says:

"If the PresiJent elected by the Democracy enforces
or permits others to ouforce these reconstruction acts,

the Kadicals by the acceaeion of twenty spurious Sen-
ators and fifty KepreeotitatiTes, will control botli

branches of Congress, and his administration will bo as
powerless as the present one of Andrew Johnson.
"There is but one way to restore the GoTernment and

the Constitution, and that is for the President elect to

declan these ads null ami void, compel Ike army to undo
its usurpations,disperse the carpet-hag State governments,
allow the white people to reorganize their ov.m govern-'
mtnts, and elect Senators and Representatives. Ihe
House of Representatives will contain a majority of
Democrats from the North, and they will admit the
Repre&entativea elected by the white people of tho
South, and with the co-operation of tho President it

will not be difficult to compel the Senate to submit
once more to the obligations of tho Constitution."

* :^ * * * * :;:

" I repeat that this is the real and only ciuestion

which we should allow to control us : Shall wo submit
to tho usurpations by which the Government ha.s been
evfirthrown, or shall we esert ourselves for its full and
completo restoration? It is idle to talk, of bond.'!, green-
backs, gold, iho public faith, and the public credit.''

"We muF.t restore the Constitution before wo can the
fin.xncee, and to do this we must have a President who
will execute the will of the people hy trampling into

dust the usurpations of Congress, known as the recon-

struction acts. I v:ish to stand before the Convention
vpmi this issue, lid it is one which embraces everything
tlsethat is of value in its large and comprehensive rt-
suUs. It is the one thing that includes nl\ that is v.-orth

a contefit, and without it there is nothing that gives
•dignity, honor, or value to the struggle.
Your D'iend,

FRANK P. BLAIE.

The real issue is before you, laboring men
of the South, with the success of the Bepub-
lican party sectional struggle will be settled,

and peace and prosperity dawn on the land.

With the triumph of the Democratic candi-

dates, Seymour and Blair, sectionalism will

bo revived, civil war again be opened, and
your blood will be demanded in sacrifice for

the interests of a sectional policy whose
chief aim has so far been but to degrade you,

and whose only result can be a continuance
of the same. Your duty is plain, the prin-

ciples involved are simple. On the one side

the old class leaders and politicians seeking

only to maintain their control, appeal but

to pajiions and hatred. "The Lost Cause"'

is paraded before you at every turn, but you
are not told that the cause thus lost in blood
was not your cause, but their'a. You arc not

told it was the cause of the few against many.
You arc admonished of the past pride and
glory of the South.—What share of the glory

was yours? Why should its memories be a
source of pride to you? The answer is eas-

ily given. The future of the vSouth, as you
may make it, will indeed bo glorious. The
courage exhibited by you in the field 4; suffi-

cient proof of that. "The Lost Cause;" the

rfe-establishment of the narrow policy of State

sovereignty, and the maintenance of class

distinctions and legal inequalities, arc all

that sectional policy offers.

On the other hand, what is it the National

L^nion Republican party offers? Its princi-

ples are announced in the platforms of its

National and State Conventions, and they

arc guaranteed by the lofty character of the

Presidential candidates it places before the

people. General U. S. Grant is a soldier

of the highest ability. Always faithful to his

trust, he has never been ought but magnani
mous to his enemy. Men of the South, who
fought against him unto the "bitter end,"
well know how brave in the field, how saga-

cious in council, and wise and merciful when
defeat came, our candidate, Ulysses S.

Grant, ever proved himself to be. The
Hon. Schuyler Colf.^x, Republican nomi-
nee fer Vice President, is now Speaker of

the House of Representatives, and is recog-

nized by all parties, friend and foe, as a

statesman of wide experience, ripe judg-

ment, and fine intellect. In private life of

irreproachable character, his public career

has been wholly unstained.

The platform upon which these candidates

stand declares fully the object of the National

Republican party. Let us see what they

propose

:

Equality of all men before the law—the

protection of the humblest citizen in the

same rights as those which belong to the

highest. This does not mean white man or

black man. It means all men. It does not

mean social but political equality. The for-

mer regulates itself by the wishes of each
individual, and not by the laws.

.

The pei-petual maintenance of the union

of these. States : the payment of the debt

incurred in its defense, and of the obliga-

tions which the nation owes to its defenders.

A system of equal taxation in the States, so

that no longer shall commerce and labor pay
two-thirds of the burdens of government.
Slavery necessitated large lauded estates, as

you who have been driven from the lowlands

to tho more sterile mountain sides know to

your cost. Slavery controlled the legisla-

tion of the States, and relieved itself of
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whicb it api(ieals to you, fellow-citizens of

tbe South.an d the purposes itaims to achieve,

.- -•- -^ , -
I

5^1'e most wi'sely and solemnly announced in

inti:^iichallddlZ'm closing words of tlie second inaugural

the adcanfages of education. To maintain 1
address of the martyred President, Abraaam

Ihese schools, ihc llepublican party -will tax

the burden by unequal taxation of other in-

dustries.

An equal ."i/stem of common schools, inth-

the property of all equally. With equal

taxation and' a common school system, how
lonf^ will the great estates of the South be

maintained ? You who are in great part

denied even the poor privilege of buying

lands, can comprehend the advantages at

once of a ])olicy which vrill make it to the

interest of the landholder to subdivide the

soil. The land owners have a strong motive

in again seeking your support to maintain

their power, because they know that by re-

taining the land of a State they will surely

obtain and maintain political control there-

of. It is your interest to join the party

which offers you through a policy of justice

not only the education of your children, but

the opportunity of obtaining homes by legal

means.
The Republican party in every State favors

internal improvements ; it protects and en-

courages emigration ; it will aid the develop-

ment of the great resources, mineral, agri-

cultural, and commercial, of the Southern
States. The homestead of the poor man
will be secured. Capital will be encour-

aged by the peace its success is sure to

bring.

The issues are before you. The result is

in your hands. Wise men do not stand
mourning over what cannot be recovered,

but calmly and soberly looking the facts in

the face, endeavor to gain all that is possi-

ble and work for better things. The Repub-
lican party is not the party of proscription.

It believes in its principles. All history vin-

dicates them, and civilization rises as they
axe recognized. The spirit in which the
Republican party works ; the temper in

Lincoln. Himself a man of the people.

born in the South and from among those we
are addressiwg, there can be no more fitting

appeal presented for a permanent peace

based on justice. No nobler vindicfiticn of

the nation and party he represented than

these sentiments, uttered as they were within

the shadow of the Valley of Death. We
commend to you these remarkable v^ords ;

" Ktithrr party expectedfor the tear the magnitruie or

the dura'Jon-iukich it has attained. Neither anticipated

that the cause of the conflict might cfMse tvith, or even

Ir'fore, the conflict itself should cease. Each looked for
an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and
asioundim). Both'read the same Bible, and pray to the

same God; and each invokes His aid agai'rist f,V other.

It may seem stramje thai any men sliould dare to ask a
just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the

sweat of other men''s faces ; hut let us judge not, Vx(tt we
he not judged. The prayers of ho'.h could not be an-
swered ; that of neither has been answered fully. Tht
Almighty has Ilis own purposes ' Woe unto tJn: world
because of offences, for it must needs he that offence come;
hut'tvoe to (hat man by whom the offence com-eih.' If
we shall sjippose that American slavery is one of the

offences which, in the providence of God, must needs
come, hut ivhich, having continued through his appointed
time, lie noio v:ills to remove, and that He gives to both

North and South this terrible war, as the vjoi due to

those by whom offence came, shall ive discern th-erein any
departure from those divine attributes which Vie believ-

ers in a living God always aicrihe to IlimI Fondly do
xvehope, fervently do ice pray, that this mighty scourge

of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that

it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondman's
two hundred and ffty year's of unreguifted toil shall be

sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash
shall be paid by another draivn with the swctrd, as was
so.id three thousand years ago, so still it mwt be said :

' The judgments of the Lord are true and rigMtoui alio-

gtther.'

"With malice towabd noxi, with chabitt for ali,,

^vith firmness ix the rigut, as god oiveb u3 to sbe thi
right, lkt us strive on to finish tbe work wb are is;
to bind up tbs nations wounds ; to cark foe him who
shall have borne the battle, and for hi8 vtioow and
uis orphan ; to do ill which mat achievb and cherish
a just and lasting peace amonq ouksilvdg ani» wits
all nations."
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