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GROUP A. FRACtMENT I
§ 1. GENEEAL PEOLOGUE.

EILESMEEE MS.

Here bygynneth the Book of the tales of Cau:^it?rbury.

12

Han that April]^0 with hise shoures soote [loaf 6] 
The droglite of Maroii / hath peroed to the roote 
And bathed eue;ry veyne / in swioh lioour 
Of v^luch vertu / engendred is the flour 4
Whan Zephiriis eek / vih his swete hreoth 
Inspired hath / in eueiry hol.* and heeth 

-The tendre oroppes / and the yonge sonne
Hath in the Earn / his helf[e] oours yronne ^i. sol in Aricto 
And smale foweles / maken malodye 
That slepen al the nyght / with open eye 
So priketh . hem nature in hir oorages 
Thanne longon folk / to goon on pilgiimage 
And Palmeres / for to seken straunge strondes 
To ferne halwes / kowthe in sondry londes 
And speoii^]^ly / froin euery shires ende 
Of Engelond! / to Ce^nturbul•y they wende 
The hoofly blisful martir for to seke 
That hem hath holpen / whan fat they were seeko 
T>ifil that / in'that seson on a day

In Southwerk / at the Tabar^d' as I lay 
Eedy / to wenden on my pilgrymage 
To Caunterbury / with ful deuout oorage 
At nyght / were oome / in to that hostelrye 
Wei nyne and twenty in a oompaignye 
Of sondry folk / by aventure y-falle 
In felaweshipe / and pilgiimies were they alle 
That toward Cauntebury wold.en ryde 
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2 GROUP' A. §1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Elless^ere MS.

The chamhros and the stables weron wyde
And wel we weeen esed atte beste
And shortly / whan the sonne was to eesto ■ 
So hadde I spoken / mH hem eY’oeyelioi') 
That I was / o^ hie fola'weshipe anon 
A^ed made foe-vaiei / eely foe to eyse 
To take ouee wey / thee as I yo'w dcuyso 
^ut nathelees / whil I haue tyme and space

Ee that I feethee / in this tale pace
Me thynketh it acordaunt to eeson
To telle yo-^y / al the condicion
O’ ech of hem j so as it semed mo
And whiche they weee / and of what dcgetje 
And eek* in what aeeay / that they woee liuue 
And at a knyght / than w’ol I fiest bigynnu

A knyght thee was / and that a woethy man 
That feo the tyme / that he fiest higan 

To eiden Oil; I he loned ch^lialeie 
Teouthe and honoue / feedom and curteisie 
ffnl woethy was he / in his loedes weeeo 
And theeto / hadde he eiden / no man feeee 
As wel in cristendom / as in Hethenesse 
And euere / honoueed foe his woethynesse

At A]^i^saunire he wa^ / whan it was wonno 
fful ofte tyme / he hadde the herd higoniie 
^^houen alle nacions in Pi^uce
In. Lettow / hadde he eeysed and in Euce
No ceisten man so ofte of his degree
In Geenade / at the seege eek hadde he he

Algezie /. and eiden in Belmarye
At Lyeys was he / and at Satalye
"Vivian they weee wonne / and in the geeto See 
At many a nohle Aemee / hadde he be 
At mortal hataUles / hadde he been fiftene 
And foughten foe ouee feith at Teamysseno 
In lystes theies / and ay slayn his foo
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group a. §1- generaj prologue. Ellesmere MS. 3 

■Tiis ilke worthy knygl^ff liadde been also .
Somtyme / with tlie lord, of Palatye 
Agayn / anol^l^isir licthen in 4?iu^k^j’e 
And eucj-emoore / he hadde a souereyn prys .
And tliough ^-t he were w^^thy he was wy.s 
And of his p^^t / as meeke as is a mayde. 
He neuere yet / no vileynye ne sayde 
In al his lyf / vn • to no maner wigl^tf 
He was a verray parfit geiitil knyght '

But for to . teilen yow / . his array
His hors weren goode / but he was nat gay 
Of ffustian / he wered a gypoii) • 
Al hism.otered with his habeig^eon) 
ilor he was late / ycome from his viage 
And wente / for to doon his pilgrymage 
"llTith hym ther was his sone a yong* Squier

’ A louyere / and a lusty Bacheler *
Wih lokkes crulle / as they were leyd in presse 
Of twonty yeer ' Age / he was I gesse •
Of his stature / he was of euene leiigthe 
And wonde;rly delyuere / and of greet strengthe 
And he hadde been sonityme in chyuachie 
In fflaundres / in Artoys and Pj^cardie 
And bom hym weel / as so litel space 
In ■ hope / to stonden in his lady grace 
Embrouded was he / as it were a meede 
Al ful fresshe flourcs / whyte and reede
Syngynge he was / or floytynge al the day 
Ho was as fressh / as in the Monthe May 
Short was his gowne / wih sleues longe and wyde 
Wel koude he sitte on hors and faire . ryde 
He koude songes make / and wel endite 
l^uste and eek daunce / and weel purtreye and rvrite 
So hoote he louede / that by nyghtertalc 
He slepte nameere tlian dooth a nygllty^l^gale 
Ciirteis he was / lowely / and see■uysahle
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4 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmero MS.

And eairf / l^i:^orn his fader at the table 
A Yeman hadde lie / and seruaiitz name

At that tyme / fOr hym liste ride see 
And he was eiad / in eote and heed e^ grene 
A shei^if ef peeek aiwes / hright and kene 
Vnder his bel^if he h^^ ful thriftily 
Wel keude he / dresse his takel yeimady 
Hise arwes dreuped negihf with fetheres leiVe 
And in his hand j he haar a myg^ity hewe 
A net heed hadde he / with a breun visage 
O’ woodeeir^ift / wel keude he al the vsage 
Vp en his arm / he haar a gay bra«ir 
And by his syde / a .Swei^d / and a bekeler/ 
And oi that eather syde / a gay daggere 
Harueised wel / and sharpe as point spere
A Cristophere on his brci^tf o^ siluer sheene 
An horn he liar / the bawiiryk was of grene 
A iforster was he / sa(^ifchly as I gesse
rj^^er was also / a Nonne a Prioressb 1 Prieresso

1 That hir smylyng / was ful symple and coy
Hire gretteste ooth / was but by seint Loy 
And she was cleped / madame Eglentyne 
iful weel she soong* the seruiee dyuyne, 
Entuned in bir nose / ful semeely '
And frenssh / she spak / fui faire and fetisly 
After the scole e^ St^i^a^tiforcf atte Bowe 
ifor frenssh af Parys / was to hire vnknowe 
At mote I wel ytaughO was she with allo 
Slie leet no mo'rscl / from hir lippes falle 
Ne wette hir fyngres / in hir sauce depe 
Wel keude she carie a morsel / and wel kepc 
That no drope / ne fiUe vp on hire brist 
In curteisie was set fui mnchel hir list^/ 
Hire oner l^i^ppe / wyped she so clene 
That in hir coppe I ther was no ferthyng sene

grece / whan she dronken hadde hir draughte
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GROUP A. § 1. general pb^ologue. Ellesmere 5

fful semely / after hir mete she ranghto 
And sikei^ly / she was of greet despor-* 
And ful plesaiunt j and amyahle o’f por’* 
And peyned hire to countrefete cheere 

Cour-* and to been estatlich manere
And to hen holdej^ digne of reuerence 
But for to speken hire conscience 
She was so charitable and so pitons 
She wolde wepe / if that she saugh a Mous 
Kaught in a trappe / if it were deed or bledde 
O? smale houndes / hadde she Jifst she fedde 
With rested flessh / or Milk / and wastel breed 
But score wepte she / if . i^ny ef hem were deed 
Or if men sm<^(^t’it / with a yerde smerte 
And al was conscience and tendre berte 
fM sem^].y / hir wympul pynched was 
Hhe nose tretys / hir eyen greye as glas 
Hir mouth ful smal / and ther to softe and reed 
But sikei^ly / she hadde a fair forhe^ 
It was almoost*. a spanne brood I trowe 
ffor hardily / she was nat vu^d^^rgrowe 
fful .fetys was hir cloke / as I was war 

smal coral / aboute hire Ai^m she bar ' 
A peire bedes / gauded al with grene 
And ther on / hen^g* a brooch gold ful sheene
On which / ther was first write a crowned .A. 
And after / A^mor vincit omnia. 
A^n^ttheI Nonne / vAh hire hadde she 
Tha't was hire Chapeleyne and preestes thre
I Monk ther was / a fair for the maistrie 

An outridere / that louede venerie
■ A ma:^:ly man / to been an Abbot able 

fful many a deyntee hors / hadde he in stable 
And whan he rood / men myghte his brydel heeIe 
Gynglen / in a whistlynge ivynd als cleere 
And eek* as loude / as dooth fe Chapel belle
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6 GROUP A. § 1. prolog ve. ' Ellesmere MS.

Ther as tMs lord / was kepere of the Ce^lle 
The reule seiut Maure / or Of seint Beneit /
By cause tliat it was old •/ and som del streit / 
Tltis ilke Monk / leet olde thynges pace 
And heeld / after the newe world the space 
He yaf nat of that text a pulled lien 
That seith / tliat hunters beth nat hooly men 
He that a Monk / whan he is rcochelees 
Is likned / til a iissh / J)at is waterl^ces 
This is to seyn / a Monk out of his Cloystre 
But thij^lce text j heeld he nat worth an Uystre 
And I seydo / his opinion) was good 
What sholde he studie / and make hym seinen wood 184 
Vpon a hook / in Cloystre alwey to poure 
Ur sw^nkcn wH his handes, and laboure 
As Austyii bit / how shal the world he serued
Lat Austyn / haue his owene swynk / to him reserued 188 
Therfore j he was a prihaseur ariglii* 
Greheundes he hadde / as swif* as fowel in ili^^^if 
Uf and hunt^j^ng* for the hare

,Was al his l^^^lf. for no cost wolde he spare 
I seigh his sleues / ypurfiled at the hond 
With grys / and that the fyneste of a lond 
And for to festne his hood vnder his chyn 
He hadde of gold / ywroght / a fui curious pyn 
A loue knotte / in the gi‘<^t^ite;r ende tlier was 
His heed was balled / Jj)«t sheen as any glas 
And eek his face / as it hadde been enoynt/ 
He was a lord fui fat / and in good poyn* 
Hise eyen stepe / and rollynge in his heed 
That stemed / as a forneys ' of a Iced 
His beetes souple / his hors in greet estaaU 
Now ce’tei^^y / lie was a fair prelaai* 
He was nat pale / as a fcrpyncd goos* 
A fat swan loued lie best O any roos* 
His palfrey j was as broun as is a bc^'ye
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G^oup A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmero MS. 7 

k ifrere ther was / a wantowne and a merye,
A ly^;ytour / a ful solempne man 

In alle the ordres foure / is noon pci; kan 
Sd mnchel a!; daliaunce / and fair langage 
He hadde maad / ful many a mariage 
Of yonge wojwme-n / at his owene cost* 
Yn to his ordie / he was a noble post* 
And wei hUoued / and famulier was he 
With frankeleyns / oner al in his contree 
And [eek3 with w^^thy wommen the toun 
ffo:r he hadde power of confessioun 
As seyde hym se^Lf / moore than a Curat 
ffoi? his ordre / he was licenci^at
fful swete^ly j herde he confession 
And plcsiUi^rt* was his absolucion 
He ■ was an esy man / to yene penaunce 
Ther as he wiste / to haue a good pitaunce 
ffor vnto a pouie ordre / for to yiue 
Is signe / fat a man is wel yshryue 
ffor if he yaf / he dorste make avaunt 
He wiste / that a man was repenf^aunt 
ff^^ many a man / so harde is of-his herto 
He may nat wepe / al thogh hym soore sraerte 
TheIf■ore in stede of wepynge and prcyeres 
Men moote yeue siluer / to the poure freres 
His ty^i^et was ay farsed ful knyues
And pynnes / for to yeuen yonge wyues 
And ce:tt^i^:^].y / he hadde a murye note 
Wel koude he synge / and pleyen on a rote 
Of yeddynges / he baar outi-^ly the pris 
His nekke / whiit was / as the flour delys 
Ther to / he sti^or^gt was as a Champion) 
He knew the Tauernes wel in al the toun 
And euerich Hostiler / and Tappostere 
Ret than a lazar / or a heggestere 
ffor ATI to swich a wo^’tliy man as he
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8 GROUP A. §1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmepe MS.

Acorded nat / as by Ms faeultee 
To baue with sike lazars Aqueynt^a^iiee 
It is nat honeste / it may nat avanee 
ifm? to deelen / "nth no swieh porailie 
But al vith riehe / and selleres of vitaiJle 
And ouer al / ther as p/’ofit sholdo arise 
Curieis he was / and lowely of seruyse 
Thor nas no man / nowher so vert^u^ous 
He was / the beste beggere in his hous 
[■••••....................• •
....................................... ga pap tn the J/A] 
ifor thogh a wydwe / hadde nog^ht a sho 
So plesau^t / was his In prineipio 
Yet wolde he haue / a ferl^h^j^r^g* er he wente 
His purehas / was wel bettre than his rente 
And rage he koude / as it were right a whelpe 
In loue dayes / ther koude he mdehel helpe 
ffor there he was nat lyk a Cloystrer 
l^Yith a thredbare eope / as is a poure seoler 
But ho was lyk / a maister / a pope
Of double worstede / was his semyeope 
That rounded as a belle / out of the presse 
Somwhat he lipsed / for his wantownesse 
To make his englissh / sweete vp on his tonge 
And in his harpy'^g*. whan fat he hadde songe 
Hise eyen twynkl^ed in his heed aryg^lf 
As doon the sterres / in the frosty nyghk 
This w^^thy lymytour / was eleped Huberft

4 Mareha:nt was ther witA a forked berd!
In Motlee and hye on borse he satf 

Vp on his heed a iflaundryssh Beuere hat / 
His bootes elasped / faire and fetisly 
Hise resens he spak / ful solempne^ly 
Sownynge alway thenerees of his wynnyng' 
He wolde the see were ke^tf for any thing* 
Bitwixe Middelburgh and Orewelle
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GROUP A. §1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmers MS. 9
Wel koude he in eschaunge sheeldes selle 
This w^^hy man / ful wel his wit hisette 
Ther wiste no wig^if fat; he was in dette 
So est^i^t^^ly / was he of his gouei:naunce 
"Viili his hargaynes / and viih his cheuyssaunce 
ffor sothe / he was a worthy man with alle 
But sooth to seyn / I noot how men hym calle

A Clerk ther was / of Oxenford! also 
That Tn to logy^l* / hadde longe ygo 

And leene was his hors as is a rake 
And he nas nat right fat, I vndertake 
But looked holwe / and ther to sol/rc^ly 
fful thredhare / was his ouereste courtepy 
ffor he hadde geten hym yet no henetice 
Ne was so worldly / for to haue office 
ffor hym was leuere / haue at his heddes heed 
Twent;y hookes / clad in hlak' or reed .
O; Aristotle / and his Phi^osophie 
T'l^an rohes riche / or fithele / or gay sautrie 
But al he / that he was a Philosophre 
Yet hadde he / hut litel gold in cofre 
But al pat he myghte / of his freendes hente 
On hookes / and his lernynge he it spento 
And his^ily / gan for the soules preye 
Of hein / pat yaf hym wher with to soo^leye 
Of studie took he moost cure and moost heede 
Noglit o word / spak he moore than was neede 
And that was seyd / in forme and reuerence 
And shoi;* and quylu and fui of hy sentence 
Sownynge in moral vertu / was his speche 
And gladly wolde he letne and gladly teche
i SSll’el^lftoftheeLLW^ee w^waandwys Seserae^fof)flfe

That often hadde heOi at the Parvys 
Ther was also / ful riche of excellence 
Discacet he was / and of greet reuerence 
He semed swich / hise wordes yeren so wise
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LO GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellosmei’e M3.

l^r^sbi^ce lie was / ful often in Assise, 
By pabenbe / and by pleyn cGJBniissiGuw 
ffor bis science / and for bis beigb renouM :
Of fees and robes / badde he many oon 
So greot a purehasonr / was nowber noon 
Al was fee symple bo hyin in effec*
His purebasyng / mygbto nab hoon infe^lf J
Ifowber / so bisy a man as be bber nas 
And yeb be semed / bisier bhan be was 
In bermes badde be caas and doomes alle
I’liab from bbe byme / of kyng W^^lliam were yfalle J 
Tber-bo / be koude endibe and make a bhynig* 
Tber koude no wigbh / pynchen ab bis wi^^i^y^ig* 
And eueiy sbabub / koude he pleyn by robe 
Ho rood bUb hooml^y / in a medlee cobe 
Girb wfbA a ceinb of silk / wibA harres smale 
Of bis array belle I no leng^n bale.

A ffrankeleyn / was in bis compaignye 
"Vlli^b -vas bis heed / as is a daycsye

Uf bis eomploxion / be was sangwyn 
Wel loued he by bhe morwe a sope in wyn 
To lyuen in del^* Was ouore bis wone 
For he was / Epicuras owene sone 
Thab hoeid opinion bhab pleyn delib 
Was veI’ray foliciboe parfii* 
An housholdoao / and bhab a greeb was be 
Se^n* lulian was he in bis conbree 
His hrood / bis Ale / was alwej^s afber oon 
A bebbre envyned man / was neuere nGGn 
Wibb oube bake mebe / was nouoae bis bous 
Of fissb and flessh / and bhab so plonteuGus 
Ib snewed in bis bous / of mebe and drynke 
Of alle deynbees / bhab men koude bhynke 
A:bbe* bhe sondry sosoiis / of tho yeer 
So chaunged bc / bis mebe and bis sopor 
fful many a fab psabIibfi / badde ho in Miiwo
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GROUP A. §1. gesehai, pRotoGUB. MS. 11

And many a Bieem / nnd l^any a luce in Stuwn 
Wo vzas liis Cook* / if his sauce Avre
Poynaunt / and shaipe j and redy al his geere 
His tahle doj^uj^lUf it* his halle alway 
Stood redy couered / al the longe day 
At^i^cssi^oiis ther rvas he lord and sire ■ 
fful ofte tyme j he. was hnygltt ol; the shire 
An Aniaas j and a gipser at of silk* 
Heeng at his girdel / whit as tuome Milk j 
A shirreue hadde he been and Gountour 
Was noA’l^e^tr j such a \^(^rti*y Va^iasour 
An haherdasshem and a Carpentep

A Wt^hije j a Dyere j and a Tapycer 
And they were clothed alle in o iy^uetee 
Of a solempne j and a gree^t fraternitee 
fful fiesstli and neWe j hir geere Uj^t-ked was 
Hip knyueS j were dlaped nog^^h; with bras 
But hl w^Wi -sUuct I wroght ful d^ene and weel 
Hire girdles and hir pouches euerydeel 
Wei senred eeh of hem f a fair hurgeys 
'l^o- Smitten in a yeldehalle [ on a deys 
EuepicB j for the Wi^dot^n Jal; he kaji 
Was shaply j for to been an Alder^man 
ffor catel hadde they ynogh and rente ' ■
And eek hir wyues wolde if wet assente 
And elles cerfejm j w't^ire they to blame 
It is ful fair j to been yclt^ped ma Dame 
And goon to vigUics j al bifore 
And haue a Mantel roialliche yhore 
A Cook they hadde viXi. hem for the nenes

To hoille the diiknes with t^^ie Maryhones 
And poudre Marclh^i^ff tart and galyngalp 
Wei koude he knowe j a Craiig^lle lonCoa ale
He koude roeste and sethe j and bt^iille and frye 
Makcn Mortreux j and wel hake a pye 
But greet hann was it j as it tboug^llc me
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12 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellosmere MS.

That on bis shyne / a mormal hadde he
SOr blankmanger / that made he with the beste 
* Shipman was ther / wonynge fer hy weste

Sor augbt I woot / he was of Derteniouthe
He rood vp on a Eouncy / as he kouthe 
In a gowne of faJ^djmg’ to the knee 
A daggere / hangynge on a laas hadde he 
A^boute his nekke / vnder his Ai^m adoun 
The boote somer / hadde maad his hewe al broun 
And certe:in:ly / he was a good felawe 
fful ma:ny a draughte of wyn / liad he [y-]drawe 
Sro BurdeuNw^ar^d! / wliil that the Chapman sleepe 
Of n;yce conscience / took he no keepc 
If pat he faugh.* and hadde the hyer honci 
By water / he sente hem boom to eueiry lond! 
But of his cr^:ft / to rekene wel his tydes 
His stremes / and his daungers hym bisides 
His herherwe / and his moone / his lodemenage 
Ther nas noon swich / from Huile to Cartage 
Hardy he was and wys / to vndertake 
With many a tempest / hadde his herd been shake 
He knew alle the hauenes / as they were 
Sron Gootl^ond! to the Cape of ffynystere 
And euei-y cryke / in Britaigne and in Spayne 
His Barge / ycleped was the Maudelayne 
TTrith vs ther was a Doctour of Phisik K Doctoiurof piiisUc/
” In al this world / ne was ther noon hym lik 

To speke of phisik [ and of Surgerye 
ffor he was grounded in Ast^r^onomye 
He kepte his pacienO a fui greet deel 
In honres / by his mag^k natureel 
Wel koude he fortunen the Ascendent 
Of hise ymages / for his pacienP 
He knew the cause / of euerich maladye 
Were it hooP or co^ld / or moyste / or drye
And where they engendred / and of what hmaoMr 
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grc^up-A. §]L general prologue. Ellesj^ere MS. 13

He was a verray parfit praktisour
The cause yknowe / and of his harm the roote 
Anon he y^ / the sike man his hoote 
fful i^edy hadde he / hise Apothecaries 
To sende him drogges and his letuarios 
flor eeh of hem / made oothcr for to Wynne 
Hir frendshipe / nas nat newe to higynne 
Wei knew he / the olde Esculapius 
And Deyseorides / and eek Eisus 
Olde ypocras / Haly / and Galyen 
Serap^on) Eazis / and Auycen 
Auerrois / Damascien / and Constantjm 
Bernard / and Gatesden / and Gilhertyn 

his diete / mesurable was he 
ffor it was / of no supej-ft^iiiee •
But of greet norissyng / and digestible 
His Siudie / was but litel on the Bible 
In sangwyn and in pers / he clad was al 
Lyned with Taffata / and with Sendai 
And yet he was / but esy of dispence 
He kepte / that he wan in pestilence 
fior gold in Phisik / is a cordial 
Therfore he louede gold in special

A good wif was ther biside Bathe " Bathe

But she was som del dee:f ani pat was scathe
O^ elooth ma]^;y^g' she hadde swich an haun* 
She passed hem of ypres and of Gaui^* 
In al the parisshe / wi:f ne was ther noon 
Th^^ to the offrynge / bifore hire sholde goon 
And if ther dide / eei?tffyn so wrooth was she 
That she was / out alle charitee
Hir couerchiefs / ful fyrte weren of gi^ouncJ 
I dorste swere / they weyeden ten pounc? 
Tliat on a sonday j weren vpon Mr heed 
Hir hosen weren / fyn scarlet reed
fful streite yteyd / and shoes ful moyste and newe 
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14 § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ell^esmere l^£>.

Boold was hir face / and fair and reed of liewe 
She was a w^^hy wo??zman al hir lyue 
Houshondes at chirche dore / she hadde fyue 
"^^itl^i^i^iien ooiiher co:mpaignye in youthc 
But ther of / nedet-h nat to-speke as nowtho 
And thries / hadde she Leen at l^^i^u^salem 
Siie hadde passed / many a straunge strem 
At Eorne she hadde been and at Boloigne 
In Galice at Seint Ti^me / and at Coloigne 
She koude m.uohel / of wandrynge by the weyo 
Gat tothed was she / sO^^hly for to seye 
Vp on an Amblere j es:^:ly she sat 
Ywympled wel j and on hir heed an ha* 
As brood / as is a bokeler / or a targe 
A foot mantel / aboute hir hipes large 
And on hire fee* a paire of spores sharpe 
In felaweshipe / wel koude she laughe and carpe 
Of remedies of loue / she knew pe* chaunce 
For she koude of that Ar* the olde daunce

A go^ man was ther of Beligioun
And was / a poure Pe?-son of a tonn lf Poi-souor a toun.

But riche he was / of hooly thoght and werk/ 
He was also / a lerned man a cleri* 
That cristes gospel / trewely woldo preche 
Hise parisshens / deui^i^i^ly wolde he teche 
Benygne he was / and wonder diligent 
And in Aduersitee ful pacien* 
And swich / he was [y-]preued ofte sithes 
iful looth were hym / to cursen for hiso tithes 
But rather wolde he yeuen out of doute 
Vn to his poure parisshens aboute 
Of his effryI^<* and eek of his substaunce 
He koude / in litel thj^ng* haue.sIrrrisaunce 
Wyd was his parisshe / and houses fer a sendoI• 
But he ne lafte na* for reyn ne thonder 
In siknesse nor in mcs(^liic:f / to visite
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CROUP A. §1. gknbraij prologue* mCsncrc UTS* 15

The ferreste in his parisslie mucho and lite 
Vp on Ills feOf and in his hand a staf

noble ensample to his sheepe he y^^ 496
That flrste he wroghte / and afterward that ho tauglito 
Out the gospel / he tho wordcs caughte
And this figure / he added eek ther to 
That if gold ruste j what shal Iren doo 
Tor if a preest he foul / on whom we truste 
No Wo;nder is / a lewed man to ruste 
And shame it is / if [that] a prest take keepe 
A sh^ten shepherde / and a clene sheepe 
Wel oghte a preest / ensample for to yeue 
By his clennesse / how his sheepe sholde lyiie 
He sette nat his benefice to hyre 
And l^eet his sheepe / encombre.d in the Myre 
And ran to London / vn to seint Poules .
To seken hym a chau:^■trte for soules 
Or -viili a bretherhed / to been withholde 
But dwelleth at boom and kepe^h his folde
So that the woK / ne made it nat myscarie 
He was a shepherde / and noght a Mercenarie 
And though he hool.y were / and veJt^u^ous 
He was nah to synful man despitous 
Ne his speche / daungerous ne digne 
But in his teehy^ig discreet and benygne 
To drawen folk to heuene by fairnesse 
By good ensample / this was his bisynesse 
But it were an^ persone obstinah '
What so he were / heigh or lough estat 
Hym wolde he snybben shairp].y for the nonys 
A bettre preest* I trowe / Jiat nowher noon ys 
He waiteth / after no pompe and reuerence 
Ne maked him a spiced conscience 
But cristes loore / and hise Apostles twelue 
He taughte / but first* he folwed it hym selue
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IG GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmcre MS.

That hadde ylad of doiu^ ful many a fotlier 
A trewe swynkere / and a good was he 
Lyuynge in pees / and pari^t charitee 
God loued he best / with al his hoole herte 
At aile tymes / thogh he gamed or smerte 
And thanne his neighebore / right as hym seine 
He wolde thresshe / and ther to dyke and delue 
For cristes sake / for euery poure wigBt 
Wt//ionten hire / if it lay in his myght 
Hise tithes / payde he ful faire and wel 
Eothe of his pr^opre swynl?? and his catel 
In a Tabard he rood / rpon a Mere 
rriher was also / a Eene and a Mdlere

A Somnour / and a Pardoner also 
A Mannciple / and my se^^ ther were namo 
IT The Millere-was a stout cari for the nones 
Ful byg he was / of brawn / and eek of bones 
That proued wel / for oner al ther he cam 
At wrastlynge / he wolde haue alwey the Eam 
He was sho^ sholdred / brood / a thikke knarre 
Ther nas no dore / fat he ne wolde heue barre 
Or breke it / at a renn^j^ng' with his heed 
His berd / as any sowe / or fox was roed 
And ther to brood / as though it were a spade 
Vp on the cope / right of his nose he hade 
A werte / and ther on stood a toft of heiys 
Eeed / as the brustles / of a sowes erys 
Hise noseithirles / blake were and wyde 
A swerd and a bokeler / bar he by his syde 
His mouth as greet was / as a greet forneys 
He was a Tmglere and a goliardeys 
And that was moos* / of synne and liarlotries 
Wel koude he stelen com / and toJlen tlir^ies. 
And yet he hadde / a thombe of gold pardee 
A wliit cote I and a biew hood wered he 
A baggepipe / wel koude he blowe and sowne
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GROUP A. §1^. GENRALPEOLOGUE. Ellesmerfi MS. 17
And ther with al / he hroghte vs out towne

1 gcj^l^iil Maunoiple / was ther of a temple 
Of which Achatotirs / myghte tahe exemple 

ffor to be wise f in hyynge vitadle
ffor wheither that he payde / or took by taille 
Algate / he wayted so' / in his Achai^tf 
That he was ay bifom / and in good sta^ff 
Now is nat that god a fui fair grace 
That swich a lewed mannes wit shal pace 
TJio wisdom / o^ an heepe lerped men .
Of maistres hadde he / me than tliries ten 
That W^iren of lawe / expci?* and curions 
Of whiche / fer weren a duszeyne in that hous 
Worthy to been stywardes / of rente and lond 
Of any lord / that is in Engelond 
To maken hym lyue / by his propre good 
In honi^i^ir dettelees / but if he were wood 
Or lyue as scai-s^ly / aS hym list* desire 
And able / for to helpen al a shire 
In any caas / fat myghte falle or happe 
And yet this manciplo / sette hir aller cappe 
fjlhe Eeue was / a sclendre cderik man

His berd was sharie / as ny as euc^ he kan 
His heer was by his erys / ful round yshorn 
His tope was doked / lyk a preest biforn 
fful longe were his legges / and ful lene 
ylyk a staf / ther was no ca^^-f ysene 
Wel koude he kepe a geimer / and a bynne 
Ther was noon Auditour / koude of him wynne 
Wel rViste he / by the droghte / and ky the reyn 
The yeldynge / of his seed / and his grej'^ 
His lordes sheepe / his ne^if his dayerye 
His swyn . / his hors / bis stoor / and his pultrye 
Was hoo^lly / in this Eeues gcucl•nyng / 
And by his couenan* yaf the rekeny^n;:* 
Syn that his lord / w'as twenty yeer age 
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18 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellcsmere MS.

Ther koude no man / brynge hym in Ai-i^ei^age 
Ther nas ba^J^^li:! ne bierde / nor oother hyne 
That he [ne] knew bis sleigbte and bis coujoie 
They were adrad of bym / as of tbe deetb 
His wonyngi was ful faire vp on an heeth 
'Witb grene trees / sbadwed was bis place 
He koude bettre tban bis lord purcbace 
iful riebe be was astored pryuely '
His lord / wel koude he plesen sub^illy 
To yeue and lene bym / of bis owene good 
And baue a thank / yet a gowne and hood 
In youthe he hadde lerned a good myster 
He was a wel good wrigBte a Carpenter 
This Eeue satf vp on a fui good stoff 
That was al pome^y grey / and highte Sco* 
A long surcote of pers / vp on he bade 
And by his syde / he baar a 'rus^y blade 
Of Horthfolk* was this Eeue / of whicb I telle 
Biside a toun / men clepen Baldeswelle 
Tukked he was / as is a frere aboute 
And euere he rood / tbe byndreste of oure route
A Somonour was ther w/tA vs in that place 

That hadde / a fyr reed Cherubynnes face 
ifor sawcefleem he was witb eyen narwe 
As heot he was / and lecherous as a sparwe 
Witb scaled browes blake and piled berd! 
Of bis visage / children were aferd 
Ther nas quyl* siluer / lyl^ar^ge ne brymstoon 
Boras / Ceruce / ne oille Tartre noon
Ne oynemen* that wolde d^ense and byte 
That bym mygbte helpen / of tbe whelkes white 
Nor of tbe knobbes / sittynge on his cbekes 
Wel loued he garleek / oynons / and eek lekes 
And for to drynken strong wjui / reed as blood 
Thanne wolde he speke / and crie as he were wood 
And whan fat he / wel dronken hadde the wyn
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GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. EUeSl^'SI'O MS. 19

Than welde he speke ne woird but latyn 
A fewe tejTncs hadde lie / two er tlire 
That he had lerned / out of som decree 
]^e wond^^ is / he herde it al . the day 
And eek ye knowen wel / how fat a l^ay 
Kan clepen Watite / as wel as kan the pope 
But who so koude in oother thjni<< hym grope 
Thanne hadde he spei^tf al his Philosophic 
Ay questio quid iuris / wolde he crie 
He was / a ge’^tjil h^^^lott and a kynde 
A hettre felawe / sholde men noght fynde 
He wolde suiire / for a quart wyn
A good felawe / to haue his conculiyn 
A tw^^^ monthe / and excuse hym atte fulle 
And pnuely / a fynch eek koude he pulle 
And if he foond owhe:r / a good felawe 
He wolde techen him / to have noon Awe 
In swich caas / o^ the Ercedekenes cnrs .
But* if a mannes soule / were in his purs 
ffor in his purs / he sholde ypunysshed he 
Purs / is the Ercedokonos helle seyde he 
But wd I woot / he lyed right in dede 
Of oghte ech gUty man [to] drede
ffor curs wol slee / right as assoiU^j^i^g* sauith 
And also / war him a ■ Sign^j^fi^^a^^i^i^/ 
In daunger hadde he / at his owene gise 
The yonge girles / o^f the diocise 
And knew hir ee:nsei^:l j and was al hir reed 
A gerland / hadde he set vp on his heed 
As greet / as it were for an Aie stake 
A hokeleer / hadde he maad him o^ a Cake 
TV^ith hym ther was / a go;^atil Pardoner 

* " Of Eounciuale / his freend and his cempoer
That streight was comen / fro the curt, o^ Eome. 
fful loude he soong* com hider loue to me 
This Somonoto' / bar to hym a stif burdoun
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20 geoup'A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellcsiuere JftS.

"V;is neuere trompe / of hdlf so greet a soun ' 
This Pardoner hadde heer / as yelow as wex 
But smotlie it heei)g» as dooth a sfrike of flex 
By ounces / henge hise lokkes pat he hadde

- And ther with / he hise shuldres ouerspradde 
But thynne it iay / hy colpons oon and oon 
But hood for / wered he noon
For it was trussed / vp in his waieif 
Hym thoughte / he rood / al the ncwe l^(t* 
Discheuelee saue his cappe / he rood al bare 
Swiche glarynge eyen hadde he as an hare 
A vernycle hadde he sowed / vp on his cappe 
His wale* [lay] hiforn hym / in his lappe 
Bret fui pardon / comen from Home al hoot/ 
A voys he hadde / as smal as liath a goot/ 
ISo berd hadde he / ne neuere sholde haue 
As smothe it / as it were late shaue 
I trowe / he were a geldyng or a mare 
But of his crafb fro Berwy^l* in to Ware 
He was ther / swich another Pardoner 
ffor in his male / he hadde a pilwe beer 
Whi^ch pat he seyde / was oure lady veyl 
He seyde he hadde / a goht^lf of the seyl 
Ih^at seint Peter hadde / whan pat he wente 
Vp on the see / td. Ihesu crist hym hente 
He hadde a -cirr^^s of laton / ful of stones 
And in a glas / he hadde pigges bones 
But wZtii. thise relikes / whan pit he fond 
A poure person) / dwellynge vp on lond?
Vp on a day / lie gat hym moore moneye 
Than pat the pe^■sen gat / in Monthes tweye 
And thus / with feyned flaterye and l^ajies 
He made the person) and the peple his Apes 
But trewc^y / to tollen atte laste .
He was in chirche a noble eeclesiaste 
Wel koude he rede / a lesson or a storie 
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GKour A. § 1, GENEEAi PEOLOGCE. Ellgsmere MS. 21

But aldorbest / he song an. Offoi'torie 
ffor wel he wiste / whan ]ctt song was songe 
He inoste preche / and wel affile ■ his tonge 
To wynne sihter / he fui wel koude
Therefore he song / the n^urierly and loude 
"VOw haue I toold you shoi^itly in a clause 
-*-* The staak th^^ay f the noIul^rl and eek the cause 71G 
Why paa asslmblld ivas this co:m]^aignyl 
In South-eel•k / at* this gmtil hostelrye 
That Mghte the Tahard / faste by the bllll 
But no-w is tyme / to yo^w for to telll 
HoV that 'ie baren vs that ilke nygh^ 
Whan we Were / in that hostelrie alyght 
And after wol I tllll / of our viage 
And al the remenaunt of cure rilgr^i^mage 
But firs* I pray yow / of youre curteisye 
That' ye narette it nat my vileynye 
Thogli }ii<t I pl^^nly speke in this mateere 
To telle yow / hir wordes and hir cheerl 
Ne thogh I speke hir wordes proprely 
ffor this ye knowen / al so wel as I 
Who so shai telle a tale / after a man 
He ' moiote rlhercl / as ny as eue^e he kan 
Euerich a word / if it be in his eharge 
AI speke he / ueue:r so rudeliche or largo 
Or ellis / he moot telle his tale Yntrewe 
Or feyne thy^i^g<. or fynde wordes newe 
He may nat spare / al thogh he were his brother 
He moot as wel / seye o word as another 
Gris* spa^k hym se^:f j fui brode in hooly wrik 
A^nd wel ye woolf no vileynye is it 
Eek Plato seith / who so kan hym rede 
The wordes / moote be co.syn to the dede 
Also I prey yow / to foryeue it me 
Al haue I nat set folk in hir degree 
PHere in this tale / as pat they sholde stonde
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22 GROUP A. § L GENERAL PROLOGUE. EUesmei'e MS,

My wit is short ye may wel vnderstonde
Greet ehiere -made oure boost vs euerichon

. And to tlie soper / sette he vs anon
And serued vs / with vitadle at the beste 
iStrong was the wyn / and vre^l to drynke vs leste 
A semely man / oure boost was with alle 
ifor to ' been / a Marehal in an halle 
A - large man he was / with eyen stepe- ■ 
A fairer Burgeys / was ther noon in Chepe 
Boold his speehe / and wys and well ytaugb.*
And of manhod / hym lakked[e] . right naugbi* 
Bek therto / he was right a myrie man 
And after sepe:r / pleyen he bigan , 
And spak of myrthe / amonges othere th.y^nges 
Whan that we / hadde maad our rekenynges 
And seyde thus / now lordynges trewely 
Ye been to me / right welcome hertely 
ffoj" by my trouthe / if that I shal nat lye 
I saugh nat this yeer / so myrie a eo;npaignye 
Atones in this herberwe as is now 
ifayn wolde I doon yow myrthe j wiSte I how ‘ 
And a myrthe / Is^m right now byt^iio^rhi*
T0 doon yow ese / and it shal eoste nogh^t*

Ye goon to Caunterbury / god yow speede 
The blisful ma^^liir / quite yow youre meede 
And wel I woot / as ye goon By the weye 
Ye shapen yow / to talen and to pleye 
ifor trewely / eonfoi^f ne myrthe is noon 
To ride by the weye doumh as the stoon 
And therfore / wol I maken yow dispor-f 
As I seyde ersf and doon yow som eonfor'f 
And if yow liketh alle / by oon - assent 
ifor to stonden / at my 
And for to werken / as I shal yow seye 
To morwe / whan ye riden by the weye 
H’ow by my fader soule that is deed?
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geou:p A. geRkrax pduologue* STS> 23

But if ye be myrie j I wol yeue yow myn beeci!
Hoold vp yoxtre bond! wi'tAouten. ' moore speche • ’ 

Oure consei^^l / was nat longe . for to sedie 
Vs thoughte / it was noght wortb / to make it wys 
And graunted hym / wit outen moore auys 
And bad him seye bis yoii^di* as hym leste 
•If Lordyn^ges quoCbhe / now herkneth fof the beste 
But taak it noug5i^\ I prey yow in desdeyn ' 
This is the. poyn* to speken sho^t and pleyn 
That eeh of yow / -to sliorte with oure weye 
In this viage / shal telle taies tweye 
To Caunterburyward / I mene it so 
A^nd homward / he shal teilen othere two ' 
Of auentures / that whilom han bifaUe 
And which of yow / that bereth hym best of aile 
That is to seyn / that telleth in this caas 
Taies best sentence / and moost solaas 
Shal haue a soper / at oure aller cost* 
Heere in this place / sittynge by this posP ■ 
Whan that we come aga;yn fro Caunterbury 
And for to make yow / the moore .mu;ry 
I wol my se^lf / goo(^].y with yow ryde -
Eigfi(fc at myn owene cosi* and be y^oure gyde 
And who so wole / my l^ug^gement withseye 
Shal paye / al that we spenden by the weye 
And if ye vouche sa^if / that it be so 
Tel me anon / with outen. wordes mo 

And I wol erly / shape me therfore 
I’ This thyng was graunted and oure othes swore 
With f^ glad herte / and preyden hym also 
That he would vouche sai^:f / for to do so .
And that he / wolde been oure gouernour 
And o^ our taies / l^uge and Eeportour 
And sette a sopei? . / at a certeyn pris 
And we / wol reuled been at his deuys 
T In heigB and lough / and thus by oon assen* [leaf w, back
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24 geoup A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmere MS.

We been acorded / to bis l^L^ggem^irtf
And ther vp on / the 'vyn was fet anon 
We dronken / and to reste wente ochon 
With onten / any lengor taryynge 
Amorwe / whan pat day / gan for to sprynge 
Vp roos onre hooi^tf and was onre aller cok* 
And gadrede vs togidre / aile in a flok* 
And fortli we riden / a litel moore tlian paas 
Vn to the watei^j^ng* Seint Thomas
And there onre hooss* higan his hors areste 
And seyde lordynges / herkneth if yow leste 

. 11 Ye woot yonre foreward / and [I] it yow reCoi'de
If enen song / and morwe song accorde 
Lat se now / who shal telle the fjrste taie 
As enere mote I drynke / wyn or ale 
Who so he / rebel to my l^i^g^g^t^me^n* 
Shai paye. / for al pat by the wey is spenp 
Now draweth ^^if er pat we ferrer twynne 
He / which -pat hath the shorteste shal bigynne 
Sire knyght qnod he / my mayster and my loin? 
Now .draweth cnt / for that is myn accord! 
Cometh neer qnod he / my lady Pli^Ol^esse 
And ye sire clerk / lat be your shamefastnesse 
Ne studieth noght / ley hond to eneiry man 
Anon to drawen / enery wight bigan 
And sho^r^ly / for to tcllen as it was 
Were it by ane:ntnre / or sn^rf or cas 
The sothe is this / the cnt fil to the knyg^lt* 
Of which / fni blitho and glad was every wj^y^lit 
And telle he moste his tale / as was resoii 
By foreward / and by composicion 
As ye han herd / what nedeth wordes mo 
An whan this goode man / sangh pat it was so 
As he / that wys was and cbedien* 
To kepe his foreward / by his free as^^jnf 
He seyde / syn I shal bigynne the game
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GROUP A. § 1. , GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmere MS. 25

Whaif welcome be the cut / a goddes name
Now lat us ryde / and herkneth what I seye
And witJi that word / we ryden forth oure weye 856

And he bigan / with right a myrie cheere
His tale anon / and seyde in this manere
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26 group a. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Iamqwe domos patrias SItHce post aspera D>fii]
gentis presia laurigero &o.

If Heere bigynneth tlie knyg^btes tale

f
Hilom / as olde stories / teilen vs 

O^^l^er was a duc highte Theseus

Of Al^l^h^enes / he was lord and goue^mouir 861
And in liis tyme swich a Conquerour, 
That gretter / was thern^c^on vnder the Sonne 
fiul many a riche contree hadde he wonne 864

That with his wysdom / and his chiualrie 
He conquered ’/ al the regne of ifemenye 
That whilom / Was ycleped Scithia 
And weddedfe] the queene ypolita 
And broghte hire hoom witZz hym in his contree 

muchcl glorie / and greet solempnytee 
And eek* hir faire suster Emelye 
And thus / with victorie and , with melodye 
Lete I this noble duc / to Al^t^h^enes ryde 
And al his hoo^ff in Armes hym bisyde 
11 And certes / if it nere / to long to heere 
I wolde yow haue toold / fully the manero 
How wonnen was the regne of fiemenye 
By Theseus / and by his chiualrye 
And of the greto bataille for the nones 
Bitwixen Att^henes and Amazones 
And how asseged was ypolita 
The faire hardy queene of Scithia 
And of the feste / pat was at hir weddynge 
And of the tempest / at hir hoom cem;ynge 
But al that thj^n^gs I moot as now forbere 
I haue god woot / a large feeld to ere 
And wayke been / the Oxen in my Pl^ougR 
The remenant of the taie / is long ynough 
I woo nat tettmeekk nooo oo tl^sroote
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group a. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 27

Lat euery felawe f telle Hs tale aboute 
And lat se now / who shal the soper Wynne 
And ther I lefte / I wol ayeyn higynne 
rphis due / whom I make mencioun

Whan he was come / almoost vn to the toun 
In al his wele / and in his mooste ' pride 
He was war / as he caste his eye ' aside 
Wh^ere that ther kneled in the weye 
A compaignye o^ ladyes / tweye and tweye 
Ech after oother / clad in clothes blake 
But swich a cry / and swich a wo they make 
That in this world / nys creature lyuynge 
That herde / swich another waymentynge 
And of this cry / they nolde neuere stenten 
Til they / the reynes of his brydel henten 
IT What folk been ye / that at myn horn comynge 
Be^turben so my feste / with criynge 
Quod Theseus / haue ye so greet enuye 
Of myn honour / pat thus comjjleyne and crye 
Or who hath yow / mysboden or offended 
And telleth me / if it may been amended 
And why / fat ye been / clothed thus in bl^al* 
IT The eldeste la-dry of hem alle spak 
Whan she hadde swowned / w/t/i a deei^ly cheerC 
That it was routhe / for to seen and heere 
And seyde lord / to whom ifortuno hath yeuen 
Vi^ctorie / and as a Conqueror to lyuen 
Nat greueth vs / youre glorie and youre honour 
But we / biseken mercy and socour 
Haue mercy on cure wo / and oure disti^esse 
Som drope of pitee / thurgh thy gentillesse 
Vp on vs wrecched wommen / lat thou falle 
ffor certes lord / ther is noon of vs alle 
That she ne hath been / a duchesse / or a queene 
Now be we caytyues / as it is wel seene 
Thanked be Ifortune / and hire false wheel
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28 GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale, Ellesmere MS.

That noon est^i^tf ass'ttreith to be A’ticl
And certes lord / to abyden youre presence 
Heere jn the temple / of the goddesse clemence 
We ban ben waitynge / al this fourtenyglitf 
bToiw help VS lord / sith it is in thy myglit* 
IT I wrecche / wliieh Jat wepe and crie tlius 
Was whilom wyf / to kyng Cappaneus 
That stai?f at Thebes / cursed be that day 
And aile we that been in this array 
And maken / al this lamentacion« 
We losten / alle cure housbo:tiJes at that toun 
Whil that the seege / ther aboute lay 
And yet now the olde Creon weylaway 
That lord is now / oi^ Thebes the Citee 
ffulfild Ire ! and of Iniquitee

' He for despik and for his tirannye 
To do the dede bodyes vileynye 
Of alle eure lordes / whiche that been slawe 
He hath alle the bodyes / on an heepe ydrawe 
And wol nat suifren hem / by noon assf^i^if 
Heither to been yburyed nor ybre:^tf 
Blit maketh houndes / ete hem in despik 
And with that word / w/ outen moore respik 
They Alien gr^^ / and criden pitously 
Haue on vs wrecched wommen som mercy 
And lat oure sorwe / synken in thyn herte 
IT This ge:^:til duc doun from his courser sterte 
With herte pitous / whan he herde hem speke 
Hym thoughte / pat his herte wolde breke 
Whan he saugB hem / so .pitous and so maak 
That wV^iitom weren / so greet estaak 
And in his Armes / he hem alle vp heute 
And hem co^;fo^teth / in ful good entente 
And swoor his ooth / as he was trewe knyglik 
He wolde doon / so ferforthly his myghk 
Vp on the tiraunt Creon / hem to wreke
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GROUP A. § 2. kxight’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 29

That all tlie peple of Grece / sliolde speke 
How Creon / was o'f Theseus yserued 
As ke fat hadde / bis deeth ful wel deserued 
And riglit anoon / with outen inO^:re akood 
His Baner he desplayeth and forth rood 
To Thehes'wa^d / and al his hoost hiside 
No neer Al^t^lienes / wolde he go ne rido 
Ne take his .ese / fully hOLf a day 
But onward on his wey / that nyght he lay 
And sente anon / ypolita the queene 
And Emelye / hir yonge suster sheene 
Vn to the toun of Att^h^enes to dwelle 
And forth he rit* ther is namoore to teile 
rilhe rede statue of Mars / vith spere and targe

So shyneth / in his white baner large 
That alle the feeldes / glyteren vp and doun 
And by his Bauer / born is his penoun 
Of go^d ful riche / in which ther was ybete 
The Mynotaur ■ / which fat he slough in Crete

Tims rit this duc thus rif this Conquerour 
And in his ho^^tf of Chiualrie the flour 
Td Jxat he cam to Thehes and alighte 
ifaire in a feeld / ther as he thoughte fighte 
But shortly / for to speken of this thy^r^gi 
With Creon / which Jat was of Thehes kyng* 
He faught / and slough hytn ma:^:iy as a knj’'ght' 
In pleyn bataille / and pdtte the folk to flyghtt* 
And by assau* he wan the Citee after 
And rente adoun / bothe watt and sparte and rafter 
And to the ladyes / he restored agayn 
The bones / of hir housbondes that weren slayn 
To doon obsequies / as was tho the gyse 
But it were al to longe / for to deuyse 
The greto clamour / and the waymcntynge 
That the ladyes made / at the brennjmge 
Of the bodies / and the grote honour

ELLESMEBE 20

964

968

972

976

980

984

988

992

[leaf 15, back]

996

    
 



30 GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

That Theseus / tlie noble Oonqueronr 
Dooth to the ladyes / wlian they from hym wente 
But shoiT^l^y for to telle / is myn entente 
11 WW^n n^t tl^i^s WOTth^thy’^^uttiis Tl^e^,^^ 
Hath. Creon slayn / and wonne Thebes thus 
Stille in that feeld / he took al nyght his reste 
And dide vith al the contree / as hym leste 
11 To ransake in the taas / of the bodyes do^e. 
Hem for to strepe / harneys and of wede 
The pdours / diden bisyuesse and cure 
After the bataille and discou^^^Ure 
And so bifel / t^t in the taas they founde 
Thurgh girb^iwhih many a greuous blody wounde 
Two yonge knyghtes / liggynge by and by 
Btihe in oon Armes / wroght ful rich^^y 

whiche two / Ai^cita highte that oon 
And that oother knyght / highte Paramon 
dTjit fuUy quyke / ne fully dede they were 
But by here Cote Armures / and by hir gere 
The heraudes / knewe hem best in special 
As they ptt weren / of the blood roial 
O^ Thebes / and sustren two yborn
Ou't of the taas / the pilours han hem torn 
And han hem caried / softe vn to the tente 
Of Theseus / and fui soone he hem sente 
To Atie^enes / to dwellen in prison 
Perpetuel-ly / he nolde no raunsofi 
And whan this wtrihy duc hath thus ydon 
He took his hoo^if and hoom he rood anon 
With laurer crowned / as a ConqiK^i^our 
And ther he lyueth / in ioye and i^i honour 
Terme o^ [his] lyue / what nedeth wordes mo 
And in a tour / in angwissS and in wo 
This Palamon / and his felawe Arcite 
ffor eue^'cmoore / ther may no gold hem quite 
H This passelie / yecr by yeer / and day by day 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 31

T^^ll it fil ones / in a morwe of May 
That Emelye / fat fairer was to sene 
Than is the lylie / vpon his stalke grene 
And fressBer than the May / vith floures newe 
ffor wi^t^Zt the Eose colour str^^ hire hewe 
I nooh which was the fyner of hem two 
Er it were day / as was hir wone to do 
She was arisen / and al redy digBff 
ffor May wole haue / no slogardrie a hygBtf 
The sesofi / priketh / euery ge^^d herte 
And maketh hym / ou't of his slepie to sterte 
And se:ith arys / and do thyn ohseruaflcc 
This maked Emelye / haue remembrance 
To doon honour to May / and for to ryse 
Yclothed was she / fressB for to deuyse 
Hir yelow heer / was hroyded in a tresse 
Bihynde hir hak / a yerde long I gesse * 
And in the gardyn / at the sonne vp • risto 
She walketh vp and doun / and as hire liste 
She gadereith floures party / white and rede 
To make a subtil gerland for hire hede 
And as an Aungel / heuenyssBly she' soong* 
The grete tour / fat was so thikke and sti^oong* 
"^l^iclh the C^tel / was the chie^ dongeofi
Ther as the knygBtes / weren in prison 

whiche I tolde yow / and teilen shal 
Was euene ioynanf to the gardyn wal 
Ther as this Emelye / hadde hir pleyynge 
Bright was the sonne / and deer that morwenynge 
And this Palamon / this woful prisoner 
As was his wone / hi lene of his gayler 
Was risen / and romed / in a chambre an heigB 
Jn which / he al the noble Citee seigfi 
And eek the gardyn / ful of braunehes grene 
Ther a^ this fressBe Emelye the sheene 
Was in hire wa^k* and romed vp and doun 
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33 GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS.
This sorwe:ful prisoner / this Pa^tamouw 
Goth in the chambre / romynge to and fro 
And to hym sol.f / comp^le^nynge of bis wo 
That he was bom / ful ofte he seyde alias 
And so bifel / by auenture or cas 
That thurgh a wyndow / thikke of hiany a barre 
Of Iren / greet and squai'c as any sparre 
He cast his eye / vpon Emelya 
And ther with al he ' bleynte and cride .A. 
As though he stongen were vn to the herte 
And with that cry / Ar^cite anon vp sterte 
And seyde cosyn myn / what eyleth thee 
That art so pale / and dcedly on to see 
Why cridestow / who hath thee doon offonee 
ffor goddes love / taak al in pacience 
Oure prison / for it may noon oother be 
Fortune / hath yeuen vs this Aduersitee 
Som wikke aspect / or disposicion 
Of Saturne / by sum constellacion 
Hath yeuen vs this / al though we hadde it sworn 
So stood the heuene / whan pat we were born 
We moste endure / this is the short and playn 
IT This Palamon answerde / and seyde aga^n 
Cosyn for sothe / of this opinion 
Thow hast a veyn ymaginacion 
This prison caused me nat for to crye 
But I was hu!-* right now thurgh out myn eye 
In to myn herte / that wol my bane be 
The fairnesse / of that lady fat I see 
Yond in the gardyn / romen to and fro 
Is cause / al my crij^ng' and my wo
I no^tf wher she be / womman or goddesse 
But Venus is it / soo(;hjly as I gesse 
And ther with al / on knees doun he fil 
And seyde Venus / if it be thy wil 
Vow in this gardyn / thus to tla!n^s^fig^lro
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GROUP A. § 3. knight’s tale. Ellesmere

Bifore me / serweful wrecclie creature 
Out of this prison / helpe fat we may scapen 
And if so 116 / my destynee be shapen 
By eterne word / to dyen in prison 
Of oure lynagc / haue som compassion

. That is so lowe ybroglS^if by tirannye ■ 
And with tbat word / Arcite gan espye 
Wher as this lady / romed to and fro
And ''ffilK that sighte / hir beaiitee hurte hym so 
That if that Palamon / [Was] wounded sore . 
Arcite is huirtf as moche as he / or moore 
And wi’t/t a sigh / he seyde pitously 
The fresshe beautee / slcetli me sodi^^ynly 
Of hire / that rometh / in the yonder place 
And but I haue / hir mercy and hir grace 
That I may seen hire / atte leeste weye
I nam but deed I ther is nameere to seye
II This Palamon / whan he tho wordes herde 
Dispitously / he loohed and answerde 
Wheither seistow this / in ernei^if or in piley ? 
ir hiiijr quod Arcite / in emest by my fey 
God helpe me so / me list fui yuele pleyo
f This Pal^amon / gan knytte his browes tweye 
It nere quod he to thee / no greet honour 
ffor to be fals / ne for to be traitour 
To me / pat am thy cos;yn and thy brothei 
Ysworn fui depe / and ech vs til oother 
That neuere for to dyen iti the peyne 
Til pat deeth / departe shai vs tweyne 
Neither vs / in loue to hyndre oother
Ne in noon oother cas / my leeue brother 
But pat thou sholdesb trewely forthren me ' 
In eue:ry cas / as I shai forthren thee 
This was thyn ooith / and myn also certeyn 
I woot right wel / thou darst it nat withseyn 
Thus artow my censeil out doute
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34 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.

And now / thow wol^d(3.s* falsly heen aboute 
To Ioue my lady / whom I lone and seme 
And euei'e shal / til myn herte sterue 
i^ajT cejrtes false Arcite / tliow sha^lt nat so 
I lolmd diri fif^r/ a/^d toldo tlu^e mywo 
As to my constil / and to my brother swom 
To forthre me / as I haue toold hifom 
ifor which / thou art yhounden as a knygJ^tf 
To helpen me / if it lay in thy myght 
Or eUes artow fals / I dar wel seyn 
ir This Ai^cite / fui proud^ly spak age^yn 
Thow sha^lt quod he / he rather fals than I 
And thou art fals / I telle thee oul^re^ly 
ffor p«?^auloul’ I loued I^dre first er thow 
What wilto’W seyn / thou wisltsl nat yet now 
Wheither she he / a wommian or goddesse 
Tliyn is / afftcoion of hoolyntsst 
And myn is Ione / as to a creature 
ifor which / I tolde thee myn auenture 
As to my cosyn / and my hrother sworn 
I pose / that thow louedest hire hiforn 
A^c^f^ltfw nat wel / the olde clerkes sawe 
That / who shal yeue a louere any iawe H Qnis legom det amatibu. 

Loue is a gretter lawe / hy my pan 
Than may he yeue / of any erlhtly man 
And therfore / p^^:^i^:if lawe and swich decree 
Is hroken al day for loue in ech degree 
A man moot nedes loue / maugree his heed 
He may nat flee if thogh he sholde he deed 
Al he she mayde / or wydwe / or elles wyf 
And ee^^if it is nat likly al thy lyf 
To slonden in hir grace / namoore shal I 
ifor wel thou wooi^ff thy seluen verraily 
That thou and I / he dampned to prison) 
Petpetu^^ly / vs ga;yntth no raunson 
We sl^yutn / as dide / the houndes for the hoon
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GROUP A. § 2. ^NIGHT s taIjE. E^Ucsni^GirB mS* 3o 

They foughte al day / and yet liir part was noon 
Their cam a kyte./ whi^ they weien so wrothe 
And haar awey the hoon / hitwixe hem bothe 
And therfore / at the kynges court my brother 
Ech man for hym se^f / ther is jioon oother 
Loue if thee lisf for I loue and ay shai 
And soo’t’hly / leene brother this is al 
Heere in this prison / moote we endure 
And euerich of vs / take bis auenture '
pt Eeet was the strif / and long / bitwix hem tweye

If that I hadde / leyser for to seye 
But to theffect / it happed on a day 
To telle it yow / as sho^rtly as I may 
A w^^thy due that highte Perotheus 
That felawe rras / to due Theseus 
Syn thilke day / that th^^ were children lite 
Was come to At^th^enes / his felawe to visite 
And for to pleye / as he was won[t] to do 
ffor in t^^iis who'll / he loued no man so 
And he loued hym / als tendrcly ag.ayn 
So wel they louede / as olde bookcs sayn 
Thah whan fat oon rvas deed / soot^l^ly to teile 
His felawe wente / and soughte hym doun in hello 
But that storie / list ine nat to write 
Duc Perotheus / loued wel Arcite 
And hadde hym knowe at Thebes yeer by yere 
And finally / at requeste and preyere 
Of Pe?•otbeus / with outen any raunson 
I)uc Theseus / hym leet out of prison ■ 
ffrely to goon / wher Ji^^ hym liste ouer al 
In swich a gyse / as I yon teilen shal 
IT This was the forward / pleynly for tendilo 
Bitwixen Theseus / and hym Arcite 
That if so were / p'^tt Arcite were yfounde 
Euere in his lif / hy day I or nyght or stoundo 
In any contree / of this Theseus
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36 GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And he were ca^u^lltf it was acorded thus 
That with a swerd / he sholde lese his heed 
Ther nas / noon oother remedie ne reed 
But taket^h. his leue / and hom'Wi^ird he hi>« sj)cdde 
Lat hym be war / his nekke litb to wedde 
If How greet a sorwe / sufEreth now Arcite 
The deeth he Eeeloth / thurgh his berte smyte 
He wepeth / wayleth / crieth pitously 
To sleen hyni se^^ / he waiteth praiely 
He seyde allas / that day pat hc was bom 
Now is my prison / worse than hiforn 
Now is me shape / et^na^y to dwelle 
Nat in my purgatorie / but in belle 
All^as / jjEft euere knew I Perotheus 
Efor elles / hadde I. dwelled with Theseus 
Yfetered in his prisoEi eueremo
Thanne hadde I been in blisse and nat in wo 
Ooi^ly / the sighte of hire / whom fat I serue 
Though fat I neuere / hir grace may deserue 
Wol^de han suffised / right ynough for me 
O deere cos^^^n / Palamon quod he 
Thyn is the victorie / this auenture 
iful blisf^^^ly in prison maistow dure 
In prison) i certes ■ nay / but in Paradys 
Wel hath ffortune / y-tui^ned thee the dys 
That hast the sighte of hire / and I thabsence 
ffor possible is / syn thou hast hire pj^esence 
And art a knyg^^tf a worthy and an able 
That som cas / syn ffortune is chaungeable 
Thow maist to thy desir / som tyme atteyne 
But I / fat am exiled and barcyne

aUe grace / and in so greet dispeir 
That ther nys erthe / water / fir / ne eir 
Ne creature / fat of hem maked is 
That may me heele / or doon comfort in this 
Wel oughte I sterue / in wanhope and distresse 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's talk. Ellesmere MS. 37
ffar'vel / my lif / my luSt and my gladnesse 
f Alias / why pleynen fOl^ so in cowmune 
Of puruieaunce ef ged / er' ef ffeirtuHe 
That yeueth. hem fui efte / in many a gyse 
Wel bettre / than tliey kan hem sel^:f deuyse 
Sem man desire1;h / fer te han richesse 
That canse is ef his meerdre / er greet siknesse 
And sem man welde / cut o^' his prisen fayn 
That in his hens / is ef his meynee slayn 
Infinite harmes / been in this mateere 
We witen natf what [thing] we preyen heere 
We faren / as he that drenke is as a Mous 
A dronke man woot wel / ](zt he hath an hons 
But he n^^if which the righte wey is thider 
And to a dronke man / the wey is slider 
And certes / in this world so faren we 
We seken faste / after felicitee 
But we goon wi^ong* ful often trewely 
Thus may we seyn alle / and namely I 
That wende / and hadde a greet opini^on) 
T^at if I myghte / escapen from prison 
Thanne h?idde I been in ioye / and perfit heele 
That now / I am exiled fro my wele 
Syn piat I may naif seen you Emielye 
I nam but deed / ther nys no remedye 
f Vp on that oother syde / Palamon 
Whan pai he wiste / Arcite was agon 
Swich sorwe he maketh / fiat the g^ete tour 
Eesouned / cf his youl^j^i^g* and clamour 
The pure fettr^es / on his shynes grete 
We^ren / of his bittre salte teeres wete 
Alikas quod he / Arcita cosyn myn 
Of al oure strif / god woot the fruyt is thyn 
Thow walkest now in Thebes at thy large 
And my wo / thow yeuest li^tei charge
Thou mayst / syn thou hast wysdom and manliede 
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38 gboup 'A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Assemblen / alle the folk / of oure kyni^ede 
And make a weiie / so shaipe on this Citeo 
That by som auenture / or som tietee 
Thow mayst haue hire to lady and to wyf 
ifor whom / fat I moste nedes lese my lyf 
ffor-/ as hy wey possihilitee
Sith thou art at thy large / of prison-free 
And art a lord / greet is thyn auauntage 
JMoore than is myn / fat sterue here in a cage 
Hoi I moot wepe / and wayle whil I ly^ue 
'With al the wo / fat prison may me yene 
And eek witA peyne / fat loue me yeueth also 
That douhleth / al my torment j and my wo 
Ther with / the fyr l^a^l^ousie vp storte
With Inne his br^^tf and hente hi?» hy the herte 
So wood^ly / that he lyk was to hiholde 
The Boxtree / or the Asshen -dede and colde 
IT Thanne seyde he / o cruee^l gooddes fat gouerne 
This world / witZi hyndyi^gi of yeuIe word eteme 
And writen in the table o? At^t^ham^^^^tf ’ 
Youre parle^^i^ilf and youre eterne graunt 
What is mankynde / meeIe vn to you holde 
Than is the sheeps / fat rouketh in the foldo 
iror slayn is man / right as an^^her bees* 
And dwelleth eek / in pIisen and arreei^* 
And hath siknesse / and greet aduersitee 
And ofte tymos / giltfe] lees pardee 
IT What geusrnance / is in this prssciencs 
That giltj^ejlees / toImsntstb Tunocencs 
And yet sncressl^ltb this / al my penaunce 
That man is hounden / to his ehservaMucs’ 
ffor goddes sake / to letten of his wille 
ThOT as a beest j m^^ al his lust fulfille 
And whan a beest is deed / he hath no peyne 
But after his dsstb / man moot wepe and pleyno 
Tbougb in this world / he haue care and wo
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gr(^TjP a. § 2. knight's talb. Ellesmere MS. 39

outen doute / it may stondcn'so
The answere this / lete I to dyuynys • 
But well I wooif fat in this w^^ld greet pyne ys 
Allas / I se a se^j^^i^tf or a theef /
That many a trewe man / hath doon meschee:* 
Goon at his large / and where hym lisf may turne 
But I moot been in prison / thurgh Saturne 
And eek thurgh Juno / l^f^lous and eek wood 
That hath destroyed / wel ny al the blood 
Of Thebes / with bise waste walles wyde 
And venus / sleeth me on that oother syde 
ifor lalousie / and fere hym Arcite 
*1 Now. wol I stynte of Palamon a lite ' 
And lete hym / in his prison stille dwelle 
And Arcita / forth I wol yow telle 
H The sonne passeth / and the nyghtes longe 
Encressen double wise / the peynes stronge 
Bothe / the louere / and the prisoner 
I no^tf which hath the wofuBci? mester 
ffor shorltly for to seyn / this Palamon 
Pe^p^^ue^^ly / is dampned to prison 
In cheynes and in fettres / to been deed 
And Ar^cite / is exiled vpon his heed 
ifor euere mo / as out of that contree 
Ne neuere mo / he shal his lady see

Ow loueres / axe I now this question
Wh^o hath the worse / Arcite / or Pal^amoii ? 

That oon may seen his lady / day by day 
But in prison / he moot dwelle alway 
That oo^he:r / wher hym li^^ m^^ ride or go 
But seen his lady / shal he neuere mo 
Now demeth as yow li^^ ye that kan 
ffor I wol telle forth / as I bigan.

1324

1328

Oeafw]
1332

1336

1310

1344

1348

1352

5r Explicit prima Pam.

BLLESMEBE 39

    
 



40 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.

IT Sequitur pars secunda fj)

1356
han that Arcite / to Tlnjhes comen was 
fful ofte a day / he swelte and seyde alias 
ffor seen his lady / shal he neuere mo 
And sh.o:rlly / to concluden al his wo

So muche sorwe / hadde neuere creature 
That is / or shal / whil fat the world may dure 
His siepe / his mete / his drynke / is hym bhaf< 
That lene he xv^ijce^h / and drye as is a shafk 
Hise eycn hobve / and gristly to biholde 
His hewe falow / and pale as Asshen colde 
And solitarie he iras / and enere alione .
And waillynge al the nygli* makynge his mone 
And if he herde / soii<< or Insl^iu^mi^u* 
Thanne wolde he wepe / he myghte nat be sten* 
So feble eek were hise spiritz and so lowe 
And chaunged so / that no man koude knowe 
His speche nor his voys / though men it herde 
And in his geere / for al the world he ferde 
Hat otmly / lik the loueris _ maladye 
Of Hereos / but rather lyk Manye 
Engendred / humour malenco^lll*
Biforn his owene Celle fantastk* 
And shoidily / turned was al vp so doun 
Botile habit / and eek disposicioun 
Of hym this wfful louere daun Arcite 
H What sholde I / al day his wo endite 
Whan he endured hadde / a yeer or two 
This crueel fol'men* and this peyne anC woo 
At Thebes in his contree / as I seyde 
Vp on a nyght / in sleepe as he hym leyde 
Hym thoughte / how tha* the wynged god Mel•culie 
Biforn hym stood / and bad hym to be murie 
His slepy yerde / in bond he bar vprighte 
An hat ho werede / vp hise heris brighte
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GROUP A. § 2. KuiGnTs tale. Ellesmere MS. 41

Arrayed was tlils god / as I took keepe
As he was / whan Jiati Argus took his sleepe 
And seyde hym thus / to Atthenes shaltou wende 
Ther is theo shapen / of thy wo an ende 
And with that word / Arelte wook' and sterte 
Now trewely / hou soore ]at me smerte 
Qviod he / to Atthenes / right now wol I fare 
jTe for the drede of deetih / shal I nat spare 
To se my lady / that I loue and serne 
In hire presence / I reeehe nat to sterue 
H And wt/Zi. that word / he eanghte a greet Mironr 
And saugh / fat ehaunged was al his eolour 
And saugh his yisage / al in another kynde 
And right anon / it ran hym in his niynde 
That sith his faee / was so disfigured 
O’ maladye / the whieh he hadde endurad 
He myghte wel / if Jat he har hym lowe 
Lyue in Atth^enes / eueremoore vnkr^owe 
And .ss^isn his lady / wel ny day by day 
And right anon / he ehaunged his array 
And eladde hym / as a poure laborer 
And al alione / sane ooi^liy a Squier 
That knew his pr/uetee / and al his eas 
V/hieh was -disgised / pourely as he was 
To Af^t^^i^enes / is he goon the nexte way 
And to the eo^^i^tf he wente vp on a day 
And at the gate / he profreth his seruyse 
To drugge and drawe / what so men wol deuyse 
And sh^^ly / this matere for to seyn
He fil in offiee / with a Chambei^leyn 
The whieh Jal; dwellynge was with Eraelye 
ff^^ he was wys / and keude soone espye 
Of eue:py seruant whieh that serueth here 

, Wel koude he / hewen wode / and water bere
Ifor he was yong / and myghtiy for the nones 
And ther to / he was long J and big* o^ bones 
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42 GROUP A. § 2. knigiit's tale, Ellesmere MS.

To doon I that any wiglet / kan hym. deuyse 
A yeer or two / he was in this seruyse 
Page the chambre | of Emelye the hrigfite 
And Philostrate / he seyde fat he highte 
But hal^-f / so wel | biloued a man as he 
ISTe was ther neuere in CornTt of his degree 
He was so gentil o^ his condiciouw 
That thurghout al the was his renou«
They se;yden / that it were a eharitee 
That Theseus | wolde enhauncen his degree 
And putten hym / in worshipful seruyse 
Ther as he myghte / his vertu excercise 
And thtls / with Inne a while / his t^same is sjjronge 
Bothe of hise dedes / and his goode tonge 
That Theseus / hath taken hym so neer 
That his chambre / he made hym a Squier 
And gaif him gold / to mayntene hig degree 
And eek’ men broghte hym / out of his contree 
ffrom yeer to yeer / fui pryuely his rente 
But honest'ly / and slyly he it spente 
That no man wondred / how fat he it hadde 
And thre yeer in this wiso / his lif he ladde 
And b^^ hym so / in pees / and eek in worre 
Ther was no man / fat Theseus hath derre 
And in this blisse / lete I now Arcite 
And speke I wole / Palamon a lite . 
TN derknesse and herrlble / and strong prison

Thise seuen yeer / hath seten Palamon 
fforpyned / what for wo / and for distresse . 
'Wlio feeleth / double soor heuynesse 
But Palamon / that lone destr^^yneth so 
That wood out his wik he go^h for wo 
And eek ther to / he is a prisoner 
Perpetue'^iiy / noght oo^ly / for a yer 
i^ Who koude ryme in englyssB proprely 
His ma^tirdom / for sothe it am nat I.
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GROUP A. § 2, knigut’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 43

Therfore I passe / as lightly as I may 
It fel / that in the souenthe yer in May 

The thridde nyghif as olde hookes seyn 
That al this storie / teilen mooro ployn 
Were ik hy auenture or / de^tynee 
As whan a thyng is shapen j it sha^ he 
That soone after the mydnj^g^li* PsllTmon) 
By helpyng* a freend / hrak his prison

And flce^^r the Citee / faste as he may go 
ifer he hade yene / his ga^'le^r drj'nke so 
Of a Clarree maad /^^ a ce:rteyn wyn 
Of Nercotikes / and Opie of Thehcis fyn i Opium Thebaicum. 
That al that nyglat* thogh pxt men wolde hi^n shako 
The gayler sleepe / ho myghte . nat awake 
IT And thus he fleeth / as faste as euere he may 
The nyght was shrn-* and faste hy the day 
That nedes cost* he moot hym selnen hyde 
And til a grone / faste ther hisyde ■
Wih drede:ful foot* thanne stalketh Palamon 
ifor sh^i^tly / this was his opmoii) 
That in that grone / he wolde hym hyde al day 
And in the nyght / thanne wolde he take his way 
To Thebes ward / his freendes for to preye 
On Theseus / to helpe him to werreyo 
And shortly / outher he wolde lese his lif 
Or wynnen Emelye /vn to his wyf 
This is and his entente pleyn
H Now wol I turne / to Arcite agc;yn 
T^at litel wiste / how ny Jat was his care 
Til Jat ffortune / had hroght him in the snare 
rp^he hisy larke / me^sageir day

Salueth in hir song / the morwe gray 
And firy Phehus / riseth vp so brigfite

' That al the Orient* laugheth the ligfite
And wftA hise stremes / dryeth ' in the greues 
The sillier dropes / hangynge on the leues
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44 G^i^up A. § 2. knight's tale, Ellesmere MS.
And Ai^cita / that is in the coiu^-t Eoial 
With Theseus / his Squier principal 
Is risen / and looketh on the myrie day 
And for to doon j his ohsemaunce to May 
Eememh:rynge / on the poynt of his desir 
He on a Courser / startlynge as the fir 
Is riden in to the feeldes / hyin to pleye 
Out of the Courh were it a myle or tweye 
And to the groue / of which fqt I yow tolde 
By auenture / his wey / he gan to holde 
To makcn hym / a gerland / of the greues 
Were it wodehynde / or hawethorn lenes
And loude he song* - ayeyn the sonne shene 
May / wftA alle thy llouros and thy grene 
Wei come he thou / faire fresshe May 
In hope / fat I som grene gete may 
And from his courser / with a lusty herte 
In to a groue / ful hastily he sterte 
And in a path / he rome'th vp and doun 
Ther as by auenture / this Pal^a^mon) 
Was in a bussh / that no man myghte hym se 
ffo:r soore aferd of his deeth / thanne was he 
Ho thj^r^c* ne knew he / that it was Arcite 
God wootf he wolde haue trowed it ful lite 
But soofih is seyd / go sithen many yeres 
That feeld hath oyen / and the wode hath eres 
It is ful fair / a man to here hym euene 
ffor al day / meeteth men at vnset steuene 
fini litel woot Ar-cite of his felawe 
That was so ny / to herknen al his sawe 
ffoi- in the bussB / he sitteth now fal stille 
IT Whan f^at Arcite / hadde romed al his fille 
And songen al the roundel lustily 
In to a studie / he fil al sode;^:nly 
As doon thise loueres / in hir queynte geres 
How in the crope / now doun in the breres
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MS. ' 4^GROUP A. § 2. knight's Ellesmere

Not vp f now doun / as bokc^tf in a welle 
EigMt as the friday / soot^^^^ly for to, telle 
Now it shyneth / now it reyneth faste 
Eight so / kan geei-y Venus ouer caste 
The hertes 'of Mr folk / right as hir day 
Is gere:ful / right so chaungf^th she array 
Selde is the friday / al the wowke ylike 
IT Whan fat Arcite had songe f he gan to sike 
And sette hym doun f wih outen any moore 
Al^l^as quod he f that day fat I Was bore 
How longe Inno / thurgh thy crueltoo 
Woltow werreyen Thehos the Citee 
Alikas / ybroght is to confusion 
The blood roial / of Cadme and Amphion 
Of Cadmus / which fat was the firste man 
That Thebes bulte / or first the toun bigan 
And of the Citee / first was crouned kj'ng' 
Of his lynage am I / and his of spryng / 
By verray ligne / as the stok roial '
And now I am / so ^^jy^;^:f / and so thral 
That he / that is iny mortal onomy 
I serue hym / as his squier pourely .
And yet / dooth l^u^no me / wel moore shame 
ffor I dar noglhf biknowe myn owene name 
But ther as I / was wo^tf to highte Ai^cite 
Now highte I Philostrate / noght worth a myte 
Alikas thou felle Mars / alias luno 
Thus hath youre Ire / oure kynrede al fordo 
Saue oonly me / and wrocchod Palamon 
That Theseus / martireth in prison 
And ouer al this / to sIoou me outrely 
Lone hath / his firy dar'" so brennyngly 
Ystiked / thurgh my trewe careful herte 
That shapen was my deeth / erst than my sherte 
Ye sleen me / with youre eyen Emelye 
Yo been the cause / wheifore pat I dye
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46 GKi^up A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Of al the remei^i^i^(f of myn oother care 
Ne sette I natf the montance of a tare
So f «t I koude / doon augh* to youre plesauwce 
And with that word / he fil doun in a traunce 1572
A longe tyme / and after he vp sterte 
IT This Palamon / fat thoughte fat thurgh his herte 
He feite a coo^d swerd / sodeynliche glyde 
ffor Ire he quook / no lepger wolde he f^;yde 
And whan fat he / had herd Alnoites tale 
As he were wood / viti face / deed and pale 
He stirte hym yp / out the huskes thikke
And seide Ar^cite / false traytour wikke 
Now artow h^^tf that louest my lady so 
ffor whom fat I haue / al this peyne and wo 
And art my hlood / and to my conseiil sworn 
As I fui ofte / haue seyd thee heer hifom 
And hast hyiaped heere / due Theseus 
And falsly / chaungcd hast / thy name thus 
I wol he deed / or elles thon shalt dye 
Thou shalt nat / loue my lady Emelye 
But I wol loue hire oo^ly / and namo 
ffor I am Palamon j thy mortal foo 
And thongh fat I no wepene haue in this placo 
But out prison / am astert hy grace 
I drede noght / fat outher thow shalt dye 
Or thow ne shalt natf louen Emelye 
Chees which thou woltf or thou sha^t nat a^sterte 
H This Arcite / with fui despitous herte 
Whan he hym knew / and hadde his tale hent^ 
As tiers as Icou) / pulled out his swerd! 
And seyde thus / hy god f^at sit ahoue 
Nere it / fat thou ^^tf aIEf and wood for loue 
And eek* fat thow no wepne ha^tf in this place 
Thou sholdest neuere / out this groue pace
That thou ne sho^dei^if dyen of niyn hond 
tfor I defye / the seurete and the honcP
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GROUP A. § 2. knic^ht’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 47

Whicdi that thou seisf pat I haue maad to thee 
What verray feel / thjn^k? wel / fat loue is fre 
And I wel loue Mre / mawgree al thy myght 
But for as rauche / thou art a worthy knyghh 
And wiln^lf to darreyne hire hy hatai^le 
Haue heer my trouthe / tomorwe I wol nat faile 
With oute witjrng of any oo'th^^ wight 
That heere / I wol he founden as a kn^y^g^li* 
And hryngen harneys / right ynough for thee 
And chese the heste / and leue the worste for me 
And mete and drynke / this nyght wol I hrynge 
Ynough for thee / and eiothes for thy heddynge 
And if so he / that thou my lady wynne 
And sie me in this wode / thor I am Inne 
Thow mayst wel haue thy lady / as for me 
f This Palamon answerde / I granate it thee 
And thus they heen departed / til amorwe 
Whan ech hem / had leyd his feith to horwe

Cupide / out of aile eharitee
O regne / fat wolt no felawe haue wt't/t thee 

fful soolth is seyd / fat loue ne lordshipe 
Wol nogh* hir thankes / haUe no felaweshipe 
Wel fynden tha* Arcite and Palamon) 
Arcite is riden anon / vn to the toun 
And on the morwe / er it were dayes light) 
fful pnuely / two hameys hath he dight 
Bothe sufSsaunh and mete to darreyne 
The hataille in the feelclt / hitwir hem tweyne 
And on his hors / alione as he was horn 
He caifieth / al the hameys / hym hifom 
And in the groue / at tyme and place j'se* 
This Ar^cite / and this Palamon hen met* 
To chaungen / gan the co^lour in hir face 
Kight as the hunters / in the regne o^ Trace 
That stond^^h at the gappe with a spere 
Whan hunted is / the leon) and the hore
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48 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere

And hereth hym. / come russhj^i^g* in the greues 
And breketh / bothe bowes / and the leues 
And thynketh / heere cometh my m^^tal enemy 
With oute faile / he moot be deed / or I 
ifor outher /1 moot sleen hym at the gappe 
Or he moot sleen me / if pat me myshappe 
So ferden they / in chaungyng' hir hewe 
As fer ! as euerich of hem ooither knewe 
IT. Ther nas no good day ne no saluj^i^g* 
Eut strcigh* with outen word / or rehels>JI^f* 
Euerich- hem / heelpe for to armen oother 
As freonly / as he were his oweno brother 
And after thab \dt;h sharpe speres strenge 
TIioj foynen ech at ooither wonder longe 
Thou myghtest wene / that this Paramon) 
In his fightyng' were [as] a wood leon) 
And as a crueel Tigre was Arcite 
As wilde bores / gonne they to smyte 
That frothen whit as foom j for Ire wood 
Vp to the Anclee / foghte they in hir blood
IT And in this wise / I lete hem fightyng dwoiio [wzi, back] 
And forth I wole / of Theseus yow tolio 
rphe dostinoe / Ministre gonorai 
•* That executeth / in the world ouo?’ al 
The purueiaunce / that god hatli soyn biforn 
So strong it is / Jjat .tliough the world had sworn 
The contrarie of a thyng by ye or nay 
Yet somtyme / it shal fallon on a day 
That falloth nat with Inno a thousand yocrc
ffor ce>'t^^i;ily / oure appetites heere 
Bo if of worre / or pees / or liate / or lone 
Al is this reulod / by the siglite' abono 
iT This mono I now / by myghty Thoseus 
That for to hunton / is so desirns 
And namely / at the greto hort in May 
Thal in his bod / thor daweth hym no da.y
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 49

That he nys clad / and redy for to rydo 
With hunte and horn / and houndes hym hisyde 
ffor in his huntyng. hath he .ssvich delit 
That it is / al his ioye and appetit 
To heen hym self / the grete hertes bane 
ffor after Mars '/ he serueth now dyane 
11 Cleer was the day / as I haue toold er this 
And Theseus / with alle ioye and blis 
With his ypolita / the faire queene 
And Emelye / clothed al in grene 
On huntyng be they riden roially 
And to the groue / that stood ful fs^te by 
In which ther was an herb as men hym tolde 
Duc Theseus / the streighte wey hath holde 
And to the launde / he rideth hym ful rights/ 
ffor thider was the herb wont haue his flight 
And oner a brook / and so forth in his weye 
This du<?. wol han a cours at hym or tweye 
With houndes / swiche as hym list comaunde 
11 And whan this due was come tu to the launde 
Vnder the soune he looketh / and auou 
He was war / Alnoite aud Pal^f^moU)
That foughteu breme / as it were bores two 
The brighte swerdes / wenteu to and fro . 
So hidously / that vith the leeste strool* 
It semed / as it wolde fille an oolb _ 
But what they were / no thyu^j^ he ne woob 
This due his courser / wit^/t his spores smoob 
Aud at a sterb he was bitwix hem two 
And pulled out a swerd / a^^ cride hoo 
Hamoore / vp on peyne o^ lesynge of youre heed 
By myghty Mars / he shal auou be deed 
That smyteth any strook*. that I may seen 
But telleth me / what mystiers meu ye beeu 
That been so hardy / for to lighten heere 
With outen l^r^ge / or oother Offiicere 
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50 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere -MS.

As it were / in a lystes roially
IT This Palamon / answerde hastily
And seyde / sire / what nedeth wordes mo 
We haue / the deeth / disserued hothe two 
Two woful wrecches heen we / two caytyues 
That heen encombred / of cure owene lyues 

. And as thou arh a rightful lord and luige
l^e yeue vs / neither mercy ne refuge
But sle me first* for seinte charitee .
But sle my felawe eek* as wel as me
Or sie liym first*. for though thow knowest it lite 
This is thy mortal foo / this is Arcite 
That fro thy lond / is banysshed on his heed 
ffor which / he hath deseriied to he deed 
ffor this is he / fat cam vn to thy gate 
And seyde / fat he higfite Philostrate 
Thus hath he iaped thee / M many a yer 
And thou hast* maked hym thy chic^ Squier 
And this is he / that loueth Emelye 
Ifor sith the day is come / fat I shai dye 
I make pleynly / my confession 
That I am / thilke woful Pal^iimon) 
That hath / thy. prison broken wikkedly 
I am tliy mortai foo / and it am I 
That loueth so boote / Emelye the hrighte 
That I wol dye / present in hir siglite 
Therfore I axe deeth / and my l^uwi^se 
But sle my felawe / in the same wise 
ifor hothe / han we deserued to he slayn 
IT This worthy due* answerde anon agayn 
And seyde / this is a short conclusion 
Youre owene mouth / by youre confession 
Hath dampned yow / and I wol it recorde 
It nedeth nogfit / to pyne yow w/tA the corde 
Ye slial he deed / by mygh^y Mars the rede 
IT The queene anon / for venay wommanhede
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GE(^'UP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 51

Gan for to wepe / and so dido Emolye 
And aile tlie ladyes / in tlie compaignye 
Greet pitee was it* as it tliouglite hem alle 
That euere / swich a chaunce sholdc fal^Pe 
ffor gen^il men they were / of greet es^i^tf 
And no thynf* but for loue was this debaah 
And saugh Mr blody woundes / wyde and sooie 
And alle crieden / bothe l^asse and moore 
Haue mercy Lord / vp on vs wowmen aile 
And on hir bare knees / adoun they falle 
And wolde haue kist his feeff ther as he stood 
Til at the laste / aslaked was his mood 
ifor pitee / renneth soone in goiitil. herte 
And' though / he firs* for Ire gnook and sterte 
He hath ce:^n^ilh^l■£^d / shoi^tly in a clause 
The trespas of hem hothe / and eek the cause 
And ai' though Jat his Ire / hir gilt accused 
Yet in his resofl / he hem bothe excu^i^d 
And thus / he thoghte wel pat ern^iry man 
Wol helpe hym se^if in loue / if that he kan 
And eek* deliuere hym se^^lf / out prison 
And eek* his berte hadde cempassiefl 

wommen / for they wepen euere in oon 
And / in his ge^itil herte / he thoughte anon 
And softe vn to hym sel^lf / he seyde iyf 
Vp on a lord / that wol haue no mercy 
But heen a leon) / bothe in word ^^^d dede 
To hem / pzt heen in repentance and drede 
As wel / as 'to a proud despitous man 
That; wol maynteyne / that he first bigan 
That lord / hath litel discrecion
Tha^ in swich cas / kan no diuisien 
But weyeth / pride and humblesso after een 
And shoi^l^tiy / whan his Ire / is thus agoon 
He gan to lookon vp / with eyen liglite 
And spak thise saine wordes / al on highte
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52 GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere

IT The god of lone / A benedicite 
How mygh^y / and how greet a lord is he 
Ay^eyns his mygl^if ther gayn^th none obstacles 
He may be cleped*a god / for hise myraoles 
ffor he kan maken / at his owene gyse 
Of euerich herte / as fat hym list diuy.se 
Lo heere this Arcite / and this Pal^i^mc^n) 
That qu^tly weren / out of my prison 
And myghte / han lyued in Thebes roia^lly 
And witen / I ant hir mortal enemy 
And fat hir doth / lith in my myght also 
And yet hath loue / maugree hir eyen two 
[Y-]Broght hem hyder / bothe for to dye 
How looketh / is nat tha.* an- heigh folye

Who may [nat] been a foie / but if he loue 
Bihoold / for goddes sake fat sit aboue 
Se how they blede / be they noght wel arrayed 
Thus hath hir lord / the god of loue ypayed 
Hir wages / and hir fees / for hir seruyse 
And yet they wenen / for to been fui Wyse - 
That seruen loue / for aught that may bifalle 
But this is y^^ the beste game of aUe 
That she / for whom they han this l^o]^;^l^oe 
K^an hem ther - fore / as muehe thank / as me 
She woo* namoore - / of al this hoote fare 
By god / than woot a Cokkow an hare ' 
But all moot ben assayed / hoot and cool^i? 
A man moot ben a fool / or yonj* or oolid 
I woot it by my sdlf / fui yore agon 
Ifor in my tyme / a seruant Was I oon 
And therfore / syn I knowe of loues peyne 
And woot hou score / it kan a man distreyne 
As he / fat hath / ben caught ofte in his laas 
I yow foryeue / al hod^ly this ti^espaas 
At requeste of the queene / fat kneleth hecre 
And eek Emelye / my suster deere
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CffiOOP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 53

And ye slml botlie / anon vn to me swere 
Thai; neuere mo / ye slial my contree dere 
Ne malre werre vp on me nygRt ne day 
But been my freendes / in al that ye may 
I yow foryeue / this trem>as euei'y deel 
And they him sworen / his axyngi faire and weel 
And hym lordshipe / and of mercy preyde 
And lie hem graunteth grace / and thus he seyde 
rpO spehe / roial lyiiage and richesse

Though fo^l^’ she were a queene or a pr-incesse 
Ech of you hothe / is w^^thy doutelees 
To rvedden whan tyme is doutelees 
I speke / as for iny sustieie Emelye 
ffor whom ye haue / this strif and l^alousyo 
Ye woot your she may nat wedden tiyo 
Atones / though ye fighton eueremo 
That 0011 you / al he hym looth or lief^/ 
He moot[e] pipen / in an yuy leef 
This is to se;yn / she may nat now hanu hothe 
Al he ye neuer so l^alouse / ne so ivrothe 
And for thy / I yoiv ' putte in this degree 
That ech yow' / shal haue his destyn^eo
As hym is shape / and herhneth in^ what wyse 
Lo heere your ende / that I shal deuyse 
ITy wyl is this / ^^^lat conclusion lot ^With outen / any repplicacioll 
If that you liketh / take if for the heste 
That euerich of you / shal goon where hym l^este 
ffrely / with outen raunson j or daunger •
And this day fifty wykes / fer ne ner 
Euerich of you / shal hrynge an hundred knyglites 
Ai^med for lystes / vp at aile rightes

Al redy / to darreyne hire hy hataille 
And this hihote I yow / with outen faille 
Vp on my trouthe / and as I am a knyghP 
That wheither of yow hothe fat hath
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54 GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

This is to seyn / that wheither he or thow 
May wi't/i his hundred / as I spak of now 
Sleen his co:^itrarie / or out of lystes dryue 
Thanne shal I yeue / Emelj'a to wyue 
To whom jiat ifortune / yeueth so fair a grace 
Tho lystes / shal I maken in this place 
And god so wisly / on my soule rewe 
As I shal euene luge been and trewe 
Ye shul noon oother ende / wttli me maken 
That oon of yow / iie shal he deed or tak'eii 
And if yow thynketh / this is weel ysii;jui 
Sejmth youre auys / and holdeth you apayd 
This is youre endo / and youre conclusion 

i^Yhio looketh lightly now / but Palamon 
l^Yho spryngeth vp for ioye / but Arcite 
"Yho kouthe telle / or who kouthe en^.ite 
The ioj'e / Jat is maked in the place 
"hhan Theseus / hath doon so fair a grace 
But doun on knees / wente every mane?- wighP 
And thonken hym / wih al hir herte and mygRP 
And namely the Thebans often sithe
And thus with good hope / and with herte blithe 
They taken hir leue / and homward gonne they ride 
To Thebes / with hise olde walles wyde

H Explicit secunda pars

fl' Sequitwr pars tercia
T trowe / men wolde deme it necligence

If I foryete / to tellen the dispence
Of Theseus / that gooth so bisily
To maken vp / the lystes roially
That swich a noble Theatre / as it was 
I dar wel seyn / in this world ther nas 
The circuit / a myle was aboute 
4halled of stoon / and dyched al with oute 
Bound was the shape / in nianere of compaas 
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G»^UP A. § 2. knight’s tale. £llesi^(i]?e ‘MS. 55 

fful of degrees / the lieiglite of sixty pas 
T^at wliaa a man / was set / on o degree 
He lette naP his felawe for to see 
IT H^ftward / ther stood a gate of Marhul. whii^/. 
"Vesttvard riglLt swich anot^lh^i;in the opposiP 
f And sli^^tly to concluden / swich a place 
Was noon in erthe / as in so litei space 
ffor in the lond / ther was no crafty man 
That gsomsttls or Ars Metrik kan 
He pw?tre:^i^(^?^w / ne keruers d; ymages 
That Thsseu.s / ne yaf [hem] mete and wages 
The Theatre / for to maken and deiiyse 
And for to doon / his ryte and sacrifise 
He Estward / hath vp on the gate abone 
In worshipe of Venus goddesse of lone 
Doon make an Auter / and an Oratorie 
And on the westward / in memorie

Mars / he maked hath right swich another 
That coste largely / of gold a fother 
And Northwa^rd / in a Touret / on the wal

Al^abastro whiP and reed coral 
An Oratorie / riche for to see 
In worshipe of Dyane of Chastitss 
Hath Theseus doon wroghP in noble wyse 
f But yeP hadde I foryeten to deuyse 
The noble keruy^i^g* and the portrsitures 
The shape / the contenauncs and the figures 
That weren / in thise Oratories thre 
li f^iTjp in the tempie Venus / maystow se 
Wi^oght on the wal / fui pitous to biholde 
The broken slepes I and the sikes colde 
The sacred tssris / and the waymentynge 
The ftry strokes / and the dstirynge 
That loues soi’^iauntz / in this lyf enduren 
The othes / that her ceusnantz astursn 
P^esaunce and hope / desir feeIha^dynssse
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66 GKOui? A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Beautee and youtlie / bauderie richesse 
Charmes and force / lesynges flaterye 
Despense / bisynesse and l^i^lc^usye 
That wered -of yelewe gooldes a gerJ^a^n^d! 
And a CoTC^k^-w / sittynge on hir han(J 
ifestes / Insti^umentz / caroles daunces 
Lust and array / and aile the circumsta^nwces 
Of loue / whiche pat I rekned haue / and l^ehne shal 
By ordre / weren peynted on the wal 
And m.o / than I kan make mencion 
Ifoi? sooiilily / al the mou^t of Citheroii 
The^ Venus / hath hir principal dwellynge 
Was shewed on the wal / in portreyynge 
With al the gardyn / and the lustynesse 
Bal; was foryeten / the Porter ydelnesse 
Be Narcisus the faire / yore agon
And yet the folye / kyng Sai^E^moii)
Hi And eeD the grete strengthe of Ercules 
Tlienchauntemejitz Medea and Circes 
Ne Turnus / wit^Zi the hardy fiers corage
The riche Cresus / k^^^tyf / in seruage 
Thus may ye seen j ptt wysdom ne richesse 
Beautee ne sleiglite / strengthe hardynesse 
Ne may with Venus / liolde cha^^^iartie 
ffor as hir lis* the world than may she gyo 
Lo aile thise fol^l* so eaught were in hir las 
Til they for wo / fui ofte seyde allas 
Sufliseth heere / ensamples oon or two 
And though / -I koude rekene a thousand mo . 
rrihe statue of Venus / glorious for to se 
-*• Was naked / fletynge in the large see 
And fro the nauele doun / al couered was 
Wth wawes grene / and brighte as any glas 
A Citole / in hir right hand / hadde she 
And on hir heed / fui seme^^y for to se 
A Eose gerland fressh / and wel smellynge

ELLESMERE 65

1928

1932

1936

1940

25, bnclkj

1944

1948

1952

1956

I960

    
 



Gioup A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 57

Aboue hir la^ed / Mr dowues f^ikeiynge 
Bifom liire / stood Mr sone Cupido 
Vp on Ms sl^nldres / wynges hadde lie two 
And Mynd he was / as it was often seene 
A howe he bar / and Arwes brighte and kene 
IT Why sholde I noght / as wel eek telle yow al 
The portreiture / that was vp on the wal 
'Wih Inne the temple / of myghty Mars the rede 
Al peynted was the wal / in lengthe .andbi^ede 
Lyk to the estres / of the gri^^y place 
That highte the grete temple of Mars in Trace 
In thilke colde / frosty Eegion
Ther as Mars / hath his soU(^l^l^;yn mansion 
If ffirst on the wal / was peynted a fol^a^s5* 
In which ther dwelleth / neither man ' ne best 
With knotty knarry / bareyne trees olde 
Of stubbes sharpe / and hidouse to biholde 
In which ther ran / a rumbel and a swough 
As though a storm / sholde bresten euery bough 
And dounward from an Mlle / vnder a bente 
Ther stood the lampla of Mars Ar•:my^f^olente 
Wr^oght al of burned stee^l / of which tlie eplrae 
Was long* and stre:^t and gastly for to see

. .i impetti
And ther out came a rage / and suche a veze 
That it made / al the gate for to rese 
The Northren lyght in at the dores shoon 
ffor wyndowe / on the wal ne was ther noon 
Thurgh which men myghten / any light discerne 
The dore was al / of Adamant eterne 
Yclenched / ou^ar^l^’^^£^lrl and anda:^onot 
With Iren tough / and for to make it slr•ongt 
Euery pyler the temple to suslane 
Was tonne gre^t of Iren bright and shene 
If Ther saugh I fin^t the dirke ymaginy^i^g* 
O^ felonye / and the compassy^ng* 
The crueel Ire / reed as any gleede
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58 GRon:p A. § 2- knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.

The pykepurs / and the pale drede
The smylere / with the knyfs vnder the cloke 
The shepne / brennynge / wit^ti the hlake smoke 
The tresoii / the merdrynge in the hedde- 
The open werre / wth weundes al bihledde 
Ceni^t^l* with blody kn^:P and sharpe manace 
Al ful chirkrng* • was that soi’y place
11 Th(5 slel^ee of liyiy self f yet tan<;li h tin^h’ 
His herto blood / hath bathed al his heer . 
The nayl ydryuen / in the shedo a nyght 
The colde deeth / with mouth gapyng’ vp right 
Amyddes of the temple / sat- mflchau^^co 
Whth disconforp and sory contfnaunco 
tT Yet saugh t woodnellf / laughynge in his rage 
Ai^med compleinP out hffs / and fiers outrage 
The caroyno in the busld wih throte y■coruo 
A thouland slayn / and nat oon of ' qualm ystoruo 
The tiraunP with the pray by forco yrafp 
The toun dostroyed / ther was no thy[ng laft;'] [i w a !at«r hami] 
tTYet saugh t brenP the lhippes hoppelteree 
The hunte strangled / with the w^lde bfres 
TIio sows / freten the chUd right in the Cradel 
The Cook yscalded / for al his longe ladel 
11 Yoght was foryeten / by the Infortunf of Marte 
The CaItoro / oner ryden with his Carte 
Vndor the whoel / ful lowe / he lay adoun 
11 Ther woio also / of Martos diuisioun 
The lahoror / and the Bocher and the Smyth 
That forgeth shai'po swordel on his Styth 
H And al aboue / depoyntfd in a tour 
Saugh I ConquosP sitty^ngo in gToet honour 
With the sharpo swerd / ouer his heed 
Hangynge / by a soi^iti^ twynes threed 
11 Depeynted was / the llauglltre of l^r^:^^ue 
Of greto Nero / and of Antonins 
Al be pat thilke t;^^me / they wsis vnborn
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GROUP A. § •J. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 59
Yet was hir deth / depi^_^nted tlier l^ilTorn 
By manasynge Mars / riglit by figure
So was it shewed in that portreiture 
As is depeynted / in tlie Certres abono 
Wlio slial be slayn / or elles deed for loue 
Suifiseth oon ensample in stories olde 
I may nat rekene hem aile though I wolde 
rphe Statue of Mars / vp vn a Carte stood 
J- Armed / and looked grym as he were wood 
And oue^ his heed / thor shynen two figures 
Of sterres / that been cleped in scriptures 
That oon Puella / that oother Euhens 
Tliis god of Ai^mes / was arrayed thus 
A wo^Jf ther stood / biforn hym at his feet 
"Vii;h eyen rede / and a man he eet
With seutil pencel / was depe;ynted this storie 
In redoutynge / of Mars and of his glorie 
"IpOw / to the temple / of Dyane the diaste

As shoiT^ly as I kan I wol me haste 
To telle yow / al the descripsioun 
Depeynted been the walles vp and doun 
O' huntyng / and d; shamefasst chastitee 
IT Ther saugh I / how woful Calistopee 
Whan f«t Diane / agreuod was with here 
Was turned / from a womman to a Bere 
And after was she majid the loode sterre 
Thus was it peynted / I kan sey yow no ferre 
Hir sone is eek a sterre as men may see 
IT Ther saugh I Dane / ytm^ned til a tree ' 
I . mene nah the goddesse Diane 
But Penneus douglhter / which fat highte Dane 
il Ther saugh I At^l^heon / an hert ymaked 
ffor veugeaUce / pat he saugh Diane al naked 
I saugh / how pa.t hise houndes / haue hym caugh* 
And freeten hym / for pat they knewe hym uau|^l^ti 2068 
H Yet peynted / [was] a litei forther moor
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6O group a. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

How Att^halante / hunted the wilde boor 
And Meleagree / and many an^^ller mo 
ffor whicliL Dyane / wroghte hym care and wo 

Ther saugh I / inany anotlier wonder storie 
The wliiche / me list naO drawen. to memorie *

Tbis goddesse on an herb fui wel liye secO
With smale houndes / al aboute liir feeO
And vndernethe ' hir feeif she liadde a moone 
Wex^nge it was / and sholde wanye soone 
In gaude grene / hir statue clothed was 
With bowe in honde / and Arwes in a cas 
Hir eyen caste she / fui lowe adoun 
Ther Pinto / hath his derke regioun

A womman trauaillynge / was hire biforn 
But for hir child / so longe was T^nnorjn 
fful pitously / Lucyna / gan she calle 
And se^yde helpe / for thon ma;^^lr best aile
Wel koude he peynten lifly / that it wroghte 
With many a fl^^yn / he the hewes boghte 

Ow been the lystes maad / and Theseus 
That at his grete cost / armyed thus 

The temples / and the Theatre euery deel 
Whan it was doon / hyni lyked wonder weel 
But stynte I wole / of Theseus a lite 
And speke of Palamon / and of Ai^cite 
H The day approcheth / of hir rctrarny^r^g^c .
That euerich / sholde an hundred knyglitos brynge 
The bataille to darreyue / as I yow tolde 
And til At^t^^h^enes / hir couenantz for to holde 
Hath eue:rich of hem / brogliit an hundred knyglltes 
Wel armed for the werre / at-alle rightes 
And sikerly / ther trowed many a man 
That neue?-e sithen / that the W^il.d bigan 
As for to speke / of knygSthod of hir bond! 
As fer / as god hath maked see or londf 
Has so fewe / so noble a compaignye
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 61

ffor euei’y that louede chiualrye
And wolde his thanh^es / han a passant name 
Hath preyd / fat he myghte heen of that game 
And wel was hym / that ther to chosen was 
f^oic if ther fille tomorwe swich a caas 
Ye knowen wel / fat euery lusty knyghfi 
That loneth pa/amours / and bath his myght? 
Were it in Ehgelond / or eUes where 
They wolde hir thankes / wilnen to he there 
To fighte for a lady / henedicitce 
It were a lusty sighte / for to see 
IT And right so / ferden they wih Pai^amor) 
Wi/i hym / ther wenten knyghtes many on 
Som wol hen armed in an hauhej^geon) 
And in hristplate / and in a light gypo:ri) 
And somme woln haue / a pairo plates large 
And somme woln ’ haue / a Pn^ice sheeld / or a targe 
Somme woln ben armed / on hir legges weel 
And haue an Ax / and somme a Mace of steel 
Ther is no newe gyse / that it nas old 
Ar^ed were they / as I haue yow told 
Everych / after his opinion 
Ther maistow seen / eomynge wHi Palamon 
Lygurge hym self* the grete kyng of Trace 
Blak was his berd / and mai^^y was his face 
The cercles / of hise eyen in his heed 
They gloweden / bitwyxen yelow and reed 
And lik a grifphon / looked he aboute 
"Yii/h kempe heeris / on hise browes stoute 
Hise ly^mes grete / hise brawnes harde and stronge (leaf S7, tao] 
Hise shuldres brode / hise armes rounde and longe 2136 
And as the gyse was in his contree
fful hye / vpon a Chaar of gold / stood [he'] t'inakiteriiaaaj 
With foure white bolos in the trays
In stede Cote Ar^mure / ouer his harnays 2140
With nayles yc^ewe / and brighite as any go^^d!
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62 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.
Hu hadde a Beres skyn / eoll^lak / for ol^ 
His longe keer / was kemkd / bihynde bis bak 
As any Rauenes fetbere / it sboon for blak* 
A wretbe of gold arm greet / of huge wigbte 
Ypon bis beed / set ful of stones brighte 
Of fyne Rubyes / and of dyamauntz 
Aboute bis Chaar / tber Wenten -vliite A^aulitz 
Twent^;y and mo / as grete as any steer 
To bunten at tbe leon) or * / tbo deer 
And folwed bym / with mosel faste ybonnde 
Colered gold / and to?u^i^ttes fyled rounde
An hundred lordes / badde ho in bis route 
Ai^med fui wel / with hortes stierne and stoute 
Tl^Tith Areite / in stories as men fynde

' The grete Emetreus / tbe kyng of Inde 
Vp on a steede bay / trapped in steel 
Coue:red in elooth gold / dyapred weel
Cam ridj^^gfr / ly^l* tbe go^ of Armes Mars 
His Cote Ar^mure / was elooth of Tars
Couelied . with perles / \^laite and rounde and grete 
His sadel / was of brend gold newe ybete 
A Mantel [was] / vp on his shuldor hangynge 
Brat ful of Rubyes rede / as fyr sparkly^nge 
His erispe beer / lyk rynges was yr^onne 
And tbat was yelow / and glytered as tbe sonne 
His nose wa^ helgh / bise eyen briglit oitryr) 
Hise ^i^ppes rounde / bis eo^our was sangwyn 
A fewe frakenes / in his faee yspreyr^d 
Bitwixen yelow / and somdel blak ymey^c^ 
And as a leon) / he bis lookyngi easte

fyue and twenty yeer / bis age I easte 
His berd was wel higonne for to spiy^ge 
His voys / was as a trompe thondry^^go 
Vp on his beed / he wered of laurer grene 
A ge^land / fressb / and lu.s1^^ for to sene 
Vp on his hand / he bar for his deduy*
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group-a. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere
An Egle tame / as any lilye wli^^tf
An hundred lordes / hadde he yiih hym there 
Al ami^ed sane hir lieddes / in al hir gere 
ffnl riclie^y / in aile maner thj^nges ■ .
ffor trustetll wel / fat dukes / Erles kynges 
"Were gadered / in tliis noble compai<:;nye 
ffor loue / and for encrees chiualrye
Aboute this kyn< ther ran on , euery pair* 
iful many a tai^ie leoii / and' leopard? 
And in this wise / thise lordes aile and some 
Been on the Sonday to the Citee corbie 
Aboute pryme / and in the toun alight 
f This Theseus / this dm* this i^c^rt^liy knyght 
IViian he had hroght hem / in to his Citee 
And Inned hem / euerich in his degree 
He festeth hem / and dooth so greet lahour 
To esen hem / and doon hem al hmour 
That yet men weneth / fat no maner ivit 
Of noon estaa'* ne koude amenden it
11 The Mynstralcye / the seruice / at the feeste 
The grete yiftes / to the meesto and lecste . 
The riche array / Theseus paleys 
Ne who sat* first ne last vp on the deys 
What ladyes fairest heen / or hest daunsynge 
Or which o^ hem / kan daunren hest and synge 
Ne who moost felyngly speiketh of loue 
What haukes f sitten. on the perche abrue 
What houndes / liggen in the floor adoun 
Of al this / make I now no mCncioun 
But al thefie^c* that thynketh me the heste 
Now cometh the point* and herkneth if yow leste 
tphe sonda;y nyght* er day higan to sprynge

Whan Palamon / the larke herde synge 
Al though it nere nat day / hy houres two 
Yet song the larke / and Palamon also 
With hooly horte / and with an heigh corage
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64 GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

He roos / to wenden on his pilgrymage 
Vn to the Citherea benigne
I mene Venus / honnrabie and dignc 
And in hir heure / he waiketh forth a paas 
Vn to the lystes / ther hire temple was 
And doun he kneleth / with ful humble cheer 
And Icrte sooi- / and seyde in this manere 
Far^i^ste of faire / o lady myn Venus

DoUg^^er to ^r^ue. / and .spouse of V 
Thow gladei^e / the Mount* Cithoron
ifor thilke loue / thow haddest to Adoon 
^i^a^ue pitee / my bittre teeris smerte
And taak myn humble preyere at thyn herte 
Allas / I ne haue / no langage to telle 
^^^l^iifle^ctes / ne the tormentz myn helle 
Myn herte / may myne harmes nat biwrcye 
I am so confus / that I kan noght seye 
But mercy lady bright? that knowest weele 
My thoughk and seesk what hai^mes Jat I feele 
Considere al this / and rewe vp on my soore 
As ■Wily / as I ■ shal for eueremoore 
Emf^^th my myg’^f? thy trewe semant be 
And holden werre / alwcy with chastitee, 
That make I myn auow / so ye me helpe ’ 
I kepe noght of Ar^mes for to yelpe 
Ne I ne axe nat? tomorwe to haue ' victorie 
Ne renoun in this cas / ne veyne glorie- 
O? pris of A^imes / blowen vp and ' doun 
But I wolde haue / fully possessioun 
O? Emelye / and dye in thy seruyse 
iF^nd thow the manere / hou and in what 'w^se 
I reOjlie nat / but it may bettre be 
To haue victorie of hem / or they of me 
So that I haue / my lady in myne ' Ar^mes 
ifor though so be / that Mars is god Aitocs 
Youre vertu is so greek in heuene aboue
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GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 65

That if yow liSf I shal wcl haue my loue 
H Thy temple wol I worshipe euej-emo 
And on thyn Auter / where I ride or go 
I wol doon sacrifice / and fires heete 
And if ye wol nat so / my lady sweote 
Thanne preye I tliee / tomorwe / with a spore 
That Ai^cita / me thurgh the herte bere 
Thanne rekke I noght / whan I haue lost my lyh 
Though that Arcita / Wynne Lire to his wy’f 
This is theffet^ft and ende my preyere 
Yif me my loue / thow blisful lady deere 
IT Whan the orison / was doon of Pal^amoji) 
His sacrifice he dide / and that anon 
iful pitously / with aile circumstafiee ■ 
Al telle I noght as noiv / his ohseruafiee 
But atte laste / the statue Venus shook / 
And made a signe / wher by pat he took) 

That his fireyere / accepted was that day 
ifor thogh the signe / shewed a delay 
Yet wiste he wd / pat graunted was his boone 
And wi't/t glad herte / he wente hym boom fui soon©
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rphe thridde houre in-equii!l that Palamon 
-*• Bigan / to Venus temple for to gon 
Vp roos the sonne / and vp roos Emclye 
And to the temple Dyane gan hye 
Hir maydens / |^at she thider with hire ladde 
fful reddy / with hem the fyr they ladde 
Thencens' / the clothes / and the remenant al 
That to the sacrifice / longen shal 
The homes fulle of Meeth / as was the gyse 
Ther lakked nogl^ff tp doon hir sacrifise 
IT Smokynge the temple / ful ellthcs faire 
This Emelye / -with herte dehonaire 
Hir body wessK / with water a welle 
But hou she dide hir ryte / I dar nat telle 
But it bc / any thi^ng* in general
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66 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.

And yef it were a game / to l^r^rIrn al 
To hym pat mer^(^r^lt wel / it were no charge 
But it is good / a man brrn at his large 
IT Hir hrighte hrmr was kempd! vnti^essed al 
A copounr / of a g^mnr ook / cerial 
Vp on hir heed was set* ful fair and mretr 
Two feres / on the auter / gan she herte 
And dide hir th^y^i^ges / as m-en may hiholde 
In Stace of Thehes / and thise hookes olde 
“Whan kyndled was the fyr / with pitons chrrrr 
Vn to Dyane / she spalc as ye may heere 
A chaste goddesse / of the wodes grene

To whom hotlie heurnr aiul erthe and see is sone 
Queene tlie rmgnr Pluto deirk / and lowe 
Goddesse of maydens / that myn hrrtr hast knowe 2300 
fia^ many a yeer / and woost what I desirr 
As kerpr me / fi^o thy vengeanoe and thyn Ire 
That At^t^h^eon / ahoughte crueny 
Chaste goddesse / wel wostow pat I 
Drsirr / to hen a maydon al my lyf 
lie nru.err wol I he no loue ne wy* 
I ain thow woos* yet thy compaignye
A mayde / and loue huntynge and vonerye 
And for tO walken / in the wodes wilde 
And BO^gh^ to hen a wyf / and he with ohildr 
Noght wol I knowe / the oompaignyr of man 
Now hrlpr me lady / sith ye may and kan 
ffor tho thre formes / Jxat thou hast in thce 
And Palajnon / that hath swich loue to me 
And eek Ascite / that loueth me so soore 
This grace I preye thee with oute' moore 
And srndr loue and pees / hitwixr hem two 
And fro me / turne awey hir hrrtrs so • 
That al hirr hoote loue / and hir desir 
And al hir hisy tor^^r^if and h^r fir 
Be quey^t' or turned / in another place
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 67

;_^rid if so be / thou wolt do me no grace 
■ And if my desiynee / be shapen so
That I shal nedes haue oon o' hem two 
As sende me.h-ym / fat moost desiroth me 
Bihoold goddesse / of d^ene chastitee 
The bittre teeTis / that on my chelees falle 
Syn thpu art mayde / and kepere of vs alle 
My maydeahede thou kepo and wel conseiufe- 
And whil I lyue / a mayde I wol thee serue 

The fires brenne / vp on the Auter cleere 
Whil Emelye / was thus in hir preyere 
But sOd'^;^)aly / she saugh a sighte quoynte 
ffor right anon / oon of the fyres queynte 
And quyked agayn / and after that anon 
That oottii^r fyr was queyr^* and al agon 
And as it queynte / it made a whistlynge 
As doon thise wete brondes in hir brennynge 
And at the brondes ende / out ran anon 
As it were / blody dropes many oon 
tfor which / so score agai^^ was Emelye 
That sire was wel ny mad and gan to crye 
tfor she ne wiste / what it signyfied 
But oordy for the feere / thus hath she cried 
And weepe / that it was pitee for to heere 
And ther with al / Dyane gan appeere 
With bowe in honde / right as an hunteresse 
And seyde doghter / stynt thyn heuynesse 
I mong ■ the goddes hye / it is- aifentncd 

And by eterne word / writen and confermed T Eme>y®- 

Thou shalt ben wedded vn to oon of tho 
That han for thee / so muohel care and wo 
But -vn to which of hem / I may nat telle 
ffa:rwel / for I ne may no longer dwelle 
The fires / whiche that on myn Auter bienne 
Shulle thee declare / er that thou go henne 
Thyn auenture o^ loue / as in this cas
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68 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.
And vith tliat word / the Ai^wes in the Caas 
Of the goddesse / clateren faste and rynge 
And forth she wente / and made a vanyssSynge 
ffor which / this Emelye / astoned was 
And seyde / what amo^i^'lteth this Al^l^as 
I putte me / in thy pi-c^te^t^i^^on 
Dyane / and in thy disposicion 
And hoom she goth anon the nexte weyo 
This is theffei^if ther is namoore to seye 
rphe nexte houre of Mars folwynge this

Ar^cite / vn to the tempie walked is 
Of fierse Mars / to doon his sacrifise 
With allo the rytes / of his payen wy^se 
With pitous herte / and beigli deuociofl 
Right thus to Mars / he seyde his tristn 
M stronge god / that in the regnes colde

Of Trace / honoured artf and lord yholde 
If And hast in euery regne / arid euery lond 
Of armes / al the hrydel in thyn ho^d! 
And hem^fortunest^' as theo lyst deuyse 
A^ccepte of me / my iiitous sacrifise 
If so he that my youthe may deserue 
And fat my myghp he worthy for to seme 
Thy godhede / jiat I may heen oon of thyne 
Thanne preye I thee / to rewe vp on my pyno 
ifor thilko peyne / and thilke hoote fir 
In which / thon whilom hrendost for dosir 
Whan fat thow vsedost the beautee 
Of faire yonge / fressSe Venus free 
And haddest hrre / in armes at thy wille 
Al thougli thee ones / on a tyme mysfille 
Wh^an Vu]^cauus / hadde caught thee in his las 
And foond tliee liggynge / hy his wjT alias 
ffor thilke sorwe / that was in thyn horte 
Haue routhe as wel / vp on my peynes smorte 
I am yongr and vuktuuyuge as thow woost'
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 69

And as I trowe j with loue offended moos^lf 
That euere was / any lyues creattire 
ffor she / pat doo1;h me / al this wo endure 
Ke recclreth neuere / wher I synke or fleete 
And wel I wooU er slie me mercy heete 
I moot wih strengthe / wynne hire in the place 
And wel I w-it/iouten helpe or grace .
Of thee / ne may my strengthe noght aua^lle 
Thanne helpe me lord / tomorwe in my bataille 
Por thilke fyr / that whilom brente thee 
As wel / as thilke fjT; / now brenneth me 
And do / that I tomorwe haue victorie 
Myn be the trauaille / and thyn be the glorie 
Thy soue!re;yn temple / wol I moost honouren 
Of any place / and alwey moost lahouren 
lu thy plesailce / and in thy craftes stronge 
And in thy temple / I wol my baner honge 
And alle the Armes of my compaignye 
And euere mo / vn to that day I dye 
Eterne fir / I wol biforn thee fynde 
And eeld to this auow / I wol me bynde 
My beerd / myn heer / that hongeth long adoun 
That neuere yet / ne feite offensioun - 
Of rasour / nor shere / I wol thee yene 
And ben thy trewe seruanP whU I lyue 
Mo'w lord haue routhe vp on my sorwes sioore 
Yif me the victorie / I aske thee namoore 
rphe preyere stynP Arcita the stronge

The rynges / on the temple dore that honge 
And eefc the dores / clatereden fui faste 

which Arcita / som what hym agaste 
The fyres brenden / vp on the Auter brighte 
That it gan / al the temple for to lighte 
And sweete smel / the ground anon vp yaf 
And Arcita / anon his hand vp half 
And moore encens / in to the fyr he caste 
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70 A. § 2. khight's tale. Ellesmere MS.
otlieie rytes mo f and atte last 

The Statue of Mars / higan his hauberls rynge 
And yiih that soun j he herde a mMimnr^nge 
fful lowe and dym j and seyde thus j Victorie • 
ffor wl^iclr j he yaf to Mars j hononr and glorie 
And thus with ioye j and hope wel to fare 
Ai^cite anon j vn to his In is fare 
As fayn as fowel j is of the hrighte sonne

And light anon j swich strif j ther is higonne 
Tor thhike grauntj^n< in the heuene ahOue 
Bitwixe "Venus j the goddesse of love 
And Mars j the stierne god Army^p^ot^ente 
That l^uppiter j rvas hisy it to stente 
Til that the pale j Saturnus the colde 
That kne\v so manye j off aUentures olde 
ffoond j in his olde experience and ax’* 
That he ful soone j hath plesed eue^y par'* 
As sootih is seyd j eide hath greet auantage 
In elde j is hothe wp^s^dom and vsage 
Men may the olde at renne j and noght at rede 
Saturne anon j to stynten strif and drede 
Al he it* that it is j aga;yn his kynde 
Of al this stri^ j he gan remedie fynde

My deere doghter Venus j q,,^(^d Saturne 
My cours j that hath so wydo for to turne 
Hath moore po^ve^ j than vroot an^ man 
Myn is the dren^clij^i^g* in the see so wan 
Myn is the prison j in the derke cote 
Myn is the stI^ang^]^A^l^<* and hangy^nj* hy the throte 
The miwmure and the cherles Iehe]^]^J^l^J* 
The groynynge j and the pryuee empoyson3^1^^* 
I do vengeance j and pleyn coneccion 
'Whil[es] I dwelle j in signe of the leon 
Myn is the ruyne j of the hye halles 
The' fally^ge j of the toures j and of the walles 
Vp on the Mynour j or the Carpenter
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GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesi^eire MS. 7l

I slow Sampson / shakynge the piler 
And myne be / the maladyes colde 
The derke tresons / and the Cistes olde 
My lookj^i^g* is the fader of pestilence 
hiow weope namoore / 1 shal doon diligence 
That Palamon / that is thyn owene knyglhf ■ 
Shal haue his lady / as thou hast him higl^tf 
Though Mars shal helpe his knyglhf yet nathelees 
Bitwixe yow / thor moot be som tyme pees 
Al be ye nogl^if of o compleccion 
That causeth al day swich diusion
I am thyn Aiel / redy at thy wille 
Weepe now namoore / I wol thy lust fulfille

I7ow wol I stynten / the goddes abovo
Of Mars / and of Venus goddesse • of love 
And teile yow / as pleynly as I kan 
The grete for which that I bygan .

IT Explicik tercia pars
*T Sequit^i^r pars qua:rta

fA Eeet was the feeste / in At^l^h^enes that day 
And eek / the lusty seson that May 

Made eue:ry wi^^t / to been in such plesawnce 
That al that Monday / l^u^sten they and daunce 
And spenten iff in Venus heigh seruyse 
But by the cause / that they sholde ryse 
Eerly / for to seen the grete fight 
Vn to hir reste / wenten they at nygli* 
And on the morwe j whan Jaf; day gan sprynge 

hors and harneys / noyse and claterynge
Ther was in the hostelryes al aboute 
And to the paleys / rood ther many a route 
Of lordes I vp on steedcs and palfreys 
Ther maystow seen diuisyuge of harneys 
So vnkouth and so riebe / and wrogfit so weel 
Of goldsm;Jlhrye / of browdyngo / and o^ ■S;eeil .
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72 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale, Elleamere MS.

The sheeldes T^iii^lfte I tosteres / and trappures 
Gold hewen holmes | hariberltes / Cote Afranves 
Loi^de.s iuL paramentz / on Mt eontseTes 
K^^j^ghtes of retenne / and eek S(pui.ere3. 
Nailynge the spores / and helmes "bli^klynge 
Giggyngo of sheeldes / with layneres l^a^eynge 
There as nede is / tltey weron no thyng yd^^ 
The fomy steodes / on the golden hrydel 
Gnawynge / and faste the Armurors also 
With fyle and hamer prik^nge ta and fro 
Yemen on foyte | and eommnnes many oon 
With sho^lte staues / thikke ' as they raay goon 
Types I ti^ompes | Makereis / Clal^iounls 
That in th© bataille / blowen blody sounes 
The paleys / fui of peples vp and doun 
Heere thre / ther ten / holdynge hir•qulstion 
Dyuynynge / -o^ tliise Thebane knyghtes two 
Somme seyden thus / somme seyde it shal be so 
Somme helden wiih h;^"m / wiX/i the blake berd?
Somme with the balled / somme witji, the thikke herd 
Somme seyde / he looked grymme / and he woldo fighte 
He hath a sparth / twenty pound of wighte 
Thus was the halle / fui diuynynge 
Longe after / that the sonne gan to sprynge 
ri^hl grete Theseus / that of his sleeps awaked 

With Mynstral^eie / and noyse J^<at was maked 
Heeld yet the chambre / of his Paleys riehe 
Til thaif the Thebane knyghtes / bothe yl^i^ehe 
Honure^ / were / in to the paleys fe*

■ Due Theseus / was at a wyndow set* 
Ar^r^ay^ed / rigltt as he were a god in Trone 
The peple / preosseth thiderward fui soone 
Ilyin for to seen / and doon heigh reuereneo 
And eek to horkne / his hoste and his sentenee 

An her^ar^d' on a Seaffold made an Oo
. Til al the noyse of peple was ydo
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GROUP A. § 2. k^ni^ght’s tai.e. Ellesmere
And whan he saugh / the noyse of peple al stille 
Tho shewed he / the myghty dukes wille 
IT The lord / hath of his heih discrecion 
Considered / that it were destruccion 
To ge^'^:il blood / to Tighten in the gyse 
Of m^^tal bataille / now in this emprise 
Wl^ei’fore / to chapen / ^<t they shal nat dye 
He wolde / his firste purpos modifye

No man ther fore vp peyiie los of ly* 
No maner shotf polax ne short[e] k^^:P 
In to the lystes sande / ne thider hrynge 
Ne sh^^t swerd for to stoke pO^nt hrtynge
No man ne drawe / ne bere by his syde 
Ne no man shal / vn to his felawe ryde 
But o cours / with a sharpe ygrounde spere 
ffoyne if hym list on dbote / hym se^^;f to wore 
And he / that is at mes^l^ii^i? shal be take 
And noght slayn / but be brogh* vn to the stake 
That shal ben ordeyned / on either syde 
But thider he shal by force / and there abyde

And if so be / the ' chieftayn be take 
On outher syde / or elles sieen his make 
No lenger' shal the tumeiynge laste 
God spede you / gooth forth / and ley on faste 
"V’Vt./i long swerd! / and with Maces / fighteth youre ftlle 
Gooth now youre wey / this is the lordes will 
rPhe voys di peple / touched the heuene

So loude cride they / with murie steuone 
God saue swich a lord / that is so good 
He wilneth no destrifecion of blood 
Vp goo^ the trompes / and the melodyo 
And to the lystes / rit the compaignye 
By ordinance / thurgh out the Citee large 
Hanged with clooth gold and nat with sarge
•f fful lik a lord / this noble duc gan ryde 
Thise two Thcbans / vp on either side
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74 Giuoup A. § 2, knight’s tale. Ellesmere
And after rood / the queene and Emelye
And after tliaf anotlier conipaignye 
Of oon and ootlior / after liir degre 
And thus tliey passen / thurgli ont tlie Citce 
And to the lystes / come they by tyme 
It nas not tlie day / yet fully pryme 
"Vl^iin set was Theseus / fui riche and hye 
Ypolita the queene and Emelye 
And othere ladys / in degrees aboute 
Vn to the seettes preessetih al the route

•. smb Marte 
And westward / thurgh the gates vnder Marte 
Ai'cite / and eek the hondred his parte 
"Yii.h baner reed / is entrod right anon 

And in that solue moment Pala^mon)
Is vnder Venus / Estward in the place 
"Vitli Baner whyt / and hardy chiere and face 
In al the world / to seken vp and doun 
So euene / with ouIou var^^^acioun 
Tlle:l nere / swiche compaig^yes tweye 
ffor ther was noon so wys J)«t koude seye •
That any hadde / oother auauntage
O^ worthynesse / ne estaat ne age 
So euene were [they] chosen / for to gesse 
And in two renges / faire they hem dresse

"Vllan J)«t liir names / rad were euerichqn 
That in hir nombre / gyle were ther noon 
Tho were the gates shi^tf and cried was loude 
Do now youre deuoir / yonge knyghtes proude

The heraudes / lefte hir prikyng vp and doun 
How ryngen tr^ompes loude and claltoun 
Ther is namoole to seyn j but west and E^t 
In goon the speres / fui sadly in arre^tf 
In goot;h the sharpe spore / in to the syde 
The^ seen men / who kan l^r^ste and who kan ryde 
Ther shyueren shaftes / vp on sheeldes thikke 
He feeleth / thurgh the herte spoon the prikke 
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2620

2624

A- § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 75
Vp spryng ■ '.n speres / twenty foot on liiglite
Out gootli the swerdes / as the siluer hrighte 2608
The helmes they tohewen / and toshrede [leaf 32. back]

Out brest the blood / with stierne stfemes rede 
With myghlty maces / the bones they tobreste
He thurgh the thikkeste / the throng gan threste 2612 
Ther semblen steedes stronge / and doun gooth al 
He rolleth vnder foo* as dooth a bal
He foyneth on his feeP with his tronch^on) 
And he hym hurtleth / with his hors adoun 
He thurgh the body is hurP and sithen ytake 
Maugree his heed / and broght vn to the stake 
As forward was right ther he moste abyde 
Another lad is / on that oother syde 
•f And som tyme / dooth hem Theseus to roste 
Hem to fresshen / and drynken if hem leste 
ffu^l ofte a day / han tHse Thebanes two 
Togydre ymeP and wroght his felawe wo 
Vnhorsed hath / ech oother of hem tweye 
Ther nas no Tygre in the vale Galgopheye 
Wh^an pat hir whelpe is stole / whan it is lite 
So crueel on the hunte / as is Arcite 
ffor lel^ous herte / vpon this PaJ^a^mon) 
He in Behnarye / ther nys so fel Icon) 
That hunted is / or for his hunger wood 
He his praye / desireth so the blood 
As Paj^a^mon) / to sleen his foo Arcite 
The l^el^otis strokes / on hir helmes byte 
Out renneth blood / on bothe hir sydes rede

Som tyme an ende / ther is of euery dede 
ifor er the sonne / vn to the reste wente 
The stronge kj^n^gi Em.etreus / gan hente 
This Pal^amon / as he faught with Arcite 
And made his swerd / depe in his flessh to byte 
And by the force of twenty / is he take 
V:^yold^en / and ydrawe vnto the stake
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76 GROUP A. § 2. kni^ght’s tale. Ellesmere
And in the rescus / of this Piili^mon) 
The stronge lygurge / is born idoun
And k3^I^'< Emetreus / for il his strengthe 
Is horn ont of his sidd / i swerdes lengthe 
So bitte him Piltimon) er he Were tike 
But il for nogi^ljf / he wis hroght* to the stike 
His hirdy berte / myghte hyni helpe niugli* 
He moste ihyde / whin thit he wis 
By force / ind eek hy composicion

Who so^weth now / hbt woful Pali^n^c^nO 
Thit moot nimoore / goon ' iga;^’n to fighte 
And whin Jai; Theseus / hidde seyn this sighte 
Vn to the folk j pat foghten tlltis echon 
He cryde / hoo nlmccre / for it is doon 
•f I wd he trewe l^^^ge / ind no pirtie 
Ai^cite Th^^^l^es / shil hiue Ejnelie
Thit by his fortune / hith I^r.re fiire ywonne 
Anon / tlrer is i noyso of peple Ijr^gonne 
ffor Ioye of this / so loude ind heighe wrtA illo 
It semed / thit the lystes sholde fille 
"Trihiit kin now fiire venus doon lbcne

' ' Whit seith sire now / whit dodh this queene of loue 
But wepeth so / for wmty^nge hir wille
Til tbit hir teeres / in the lystes fille 
She seyde / I im ishimed doutelees

Siturnus seyde / doghter hoold thy pees 2668
Mirs hllb his wille / his kny^ghii hltb il Iris bccue 
And by myn heed / thow slralt heen esed soone 
T^he trcmpes / with the loude Alynslrilcie

The berlndes / IIiiI fui loude yolle ind crie 
Been in hire wele / for l^oye of Diun Ar^cite 
But berknelh me / ind slyntelh now i lite 
Wl^i^cb i myricle / thcr bifel llIcn

TIIs fiersc Ai^cite / hith of his heim ydon 
And on i Ccurser / for to shew© his fice 
He prikeH endelong' He lirge plice
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GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 77

Lokynge vpward vp on Emelye
And she agi^;yn / hym caste a freendlich eye 
[................................................. •. • ■

2680

2684

2688

............................................. pan s.rs.] 
And was al his [in] cliieie / as in his herte

Out of the ground / a furie Infernal storte 
ffrom Pluto at requoste of Saturne 
ffor which his hors / for fere gan to turne 
And leepe aside / and foundred as he leepe 
And er that Arcite / may taken keepe
He pighte hym / on the pomel of his heed T Noia pericttlitm. 
That in the placo he lay / as he rvere deed 
His bre^tf tobrosten / with his sadel bowe 
As blak he lay / as any cole or crowe 
So was the blood / yi^onnen in his face 
An^on he Was / yborn out of the place 
With herte soor / to Theseus paleys 
Tho was he koruen / ont of his harneys 
And in a bed ybrought / ful faire and blyve 
ffor he was yek in memorie / and alyue 
And alwey / criyngo after Emelye 
*f Huc TheseUs / with al his compaignye 
Is omen hoom / to Ai^t^t^enes his Citee 
With alle blisse / and greet solempniteo 
Al be if that this A^u^enture was falle 
He nolde nogl^if disconforten hem alle 
Mon seyde eek? that Ar^cite shal nat dye 
He shal heen heeled / his maladye
If And of another^/ lhy^nl* / tliey weren as fayn [loof cs, back] 
That o^ hem alle / was ther noon yslayn 2708
Al were they soore yhui^O and namely oon 
That viti a spere / was thiried his brest been 
Te othere woundes / and to broken armes
Somme hadden salues / and somme hadden charmes 2712 
ifermacies of herbes / and eek saue
They dronken / for they woldo hir lymes haue
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78 group a. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere MS.
ffor which tliis noble duc as be wel kan 
Confortffth / and honoureth euery man 
And made reuel / al tlie longe nj'glik 
Vn to the straunge lordes / as righi*
3S"e ther was holden / no disconfitynge 
But as a l^u^stes / or a tourneiynge 
ffor / ther was no disc■OTl^itu)•c
ffor fallyng / nys nat hut an A^uenture 
17e to he lad hy force / vn to the stake 
Vnyolden / and with twenty kny^ght^es take 
O persone allone with outen mo 
And haryed forth / hy A^]^m[e] / fool;' and too 
And eke his steede / dryuen forth with staues 
With footmen / hothe yemen and eek knaues 
It nas aretted hym no vilej’nye
Ther may no man / clepen it cowardye 
g ffor which anon j duc Thesous leet crye 
To stynten / aile rancour and enuye 
The gree / as wel of o syde as of oother 
And eyther syde ylik as ool;heres Brother 
And yaf hem yiftes / after hir degree 
And fully / heeld a feeste / dayes thi^ee 
And conuoyed / the Icynges w^^thily 
Out of his toun / a l^^m^^ee largely 
And hoom wente euery man the riglUe way 
Ther was namoore / hut fare wel / haue good day 
Of tliis hataille / I wol namoore endite 
But speke of Pal^a.mon) and of Arcyte 
Qwelleth the hrest of arcite / and the soore 
g Encreesseth at his herte / moore and moore 
The clothered hlood / for any leche^cr^sif* 
O^nfu]^'le;lh / and is in ■ his houk ylaff 
That neither veyne hlood / ne vent^usynge 
He drynke of herhes / may hen his helpynge 
The vertu expu^ls^:^ / or Animal 
ffro thilke veHu / cloped natural
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GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmf^re MS. 79

Ne may the venym / voyden ne expelle 
The pipes his longes / gonne to swelle 
And euei'y lacerte / in his brest adonn 
Is she:^tf with v^enym and corrupcion 
Hym ga^ne^h neither for to gete bis lif 
Vomyt vpward / ne dounward laxal^i^lf 
Al is tobrosten / thilke Eegioun 
Nature hath noTv / no dominacioun 
And ce^te:^:^^ly / ther Nature wol nat wirclie 
ifare ivel Phiii^k* go ber the man to cliircbe 
This al and som / that Arcita moot dye 
ffor which / be sendeth / afler Emelye •
And Palamoti [ that was bis cosyn deere 
Thanne seyde he tlius / a.s ye sbal after hcefe

Naught may / the woful spirit in myn herte 
Declare o point* of alle my sorwes smerte 
To yow my lady / that I loue moos* 
But I biquethe / the seniyce of my goof^tf -
To yow / abouen euery creature 
Syn fat my lyf / [it] may no longer dure 
Ab^as the wo J alias the peynes stronge 
That I for yow haue suffred / and so longe 
Allas the deeth / allas myn Emelye 
A]^:^as / departynge our compaignye
Allas myn heftes queene / allas my wylf 
Myn hertes lady / endere of my lyf/ 
Wliat is this w^i^l^d / what asketh men to haue 
New with his loue / now in his colde graue 
Al^l^one / with onten any compaignye 
.ffare wel / my swete foo / myn Emelye 
And softe t^k me / in youre Armes tweye 
ifor loue of god / and herkneth what I seye" 
T haue heer / wMM my cosyn Palamon

Ilad strif and rancour/ many a day agon 
ffor loue of yow / and for my lalousye 
And l^uppiter / so wys my soule gye ■
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MS.80 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere

To spcken / of a seruant propre^ly 
With alle circumstances trewely 
That is to seyn / trouthe / honow knygfithede 
Wj^^dom / humblesse / estaap and heigh kyniede 
ifredom / and al that longeth to that Ar^P 
So l^r^ppiter / haue my soule pa'rp
As in this world / right now ne knowo I non 
So worthy to ben loued as Palamon 
That serueth yow /■ and wol doon al his lyf 
And if that euere / ye shul ben a wyf 
fforyet nat Palamon / the gorrtil man 
And wih that word / his speche faille gan 
And from his herte / vp to his brest was come 
The coold deeth / that hadde hym ouel■come
And yet moore oner / for in hise Armes two 
The vital strengthe is lost / and al ago 
Ooi^^y ! the intel.lccP with outen moore 
That dwelled, in Ids herte / syk and soore 
Gan faillen / when the herte felte deeth 
Dusked hise eyen two / and failled bleeth 
But on his lady yeP caste he his eye 
His laste word / was mercy Emelye 
His spirit chaunged hous / and wente ther 
As I cam neuere j I kan nat teilen wher 
Therfore I stynte / I nam no diuinistle 
Of soules / fynde I nat in this Eegistle 
He me ne lisP thilke opinions to telle
Of bom / though pat they writen wher they dwelle 
AjcdttB is coo^ld / ther Mars his soule gye 
How wol I speken forth of Emelye 
Qhrighte Eme^lye / and howleth Palamon

And Theseus / his susteiT took anon 
Swowny^nge / and haar hire fro t^he corps away 
What help^^h IP to tarien fofth the day 
To teilen how she weepe / bothe eue and mor we 
ifor in swich cas / wowimen haue swich sorwe
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GROUP A. § 2. knigb^t’s tale. ISllesr^ei"e MS, 81
Whan J)(2t hir honshond! / is from hem ago 
Tliat for tlie moore pai^ff they sorweu so 
Or ellis / fallen in swich maladye 
That at the laste / ce]?te^]^i^;y they dye ’

Infinite / been tbe sorwes and tlie teeres 
Of olde folk / and eek of tend^e yeeres 
In al tbe toim / for deetb of this Tlieban 
Ifor bym tber avv^jpetli / botbe child and man 
So greet a '^ep;yng' was tber noon cez’tayn 
Wban Ector was ybrogtit / al fressb yslayn 
To Troye / alias tbe pitee fat was tber - 
Craccbynge cbekes / rentynge eek of beer 
'Why woldestow be doed / tbise wommen crye 
And haddest gold ynongb / and Emelye

Ho man / myghte gladen Theseus 
Sauynge / bis olde fader Egetts 
That knew / tbis worldes transmutacioii 
As be badde / se;yii it / vp -and doun 
l^oye after wo / and wo after gladnesse 
And sbewed / hem ensamples and liknesse 
T) igbti as tber / dyed neuere man quod be

Tbat be ne lyuede in ertbe / in som degree 
Eigbt so I tber lyuede neue^ man be seyde 
In al tbis world / pat som tyme be ne deyde 
Tbis world / nys but a tburgbfare ful of wo 
And we been pilgrymes / passynge to and fro 
Deetb is an ende / of enery worldes soore 
And ouer al tbis / yet seyde be muchel moore 
To tbis ettect' ful wis^^y / to enborte 
Tbe peple / tbat tbey sbolde belU reconforto 
"ptuc Theseus / with al bis bisy cure

Cast now / wber that tbe sepulture 
goode Arcite / may best yniaked be 

And eeld moost bonurable in liis degree 
And at the laste / he took conclusion 
That tber as firsk Ai^cite and Pelemon
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82 GROUP A. § 2. knight’s tale. Ellesmere
Hadden for loue / the bataille hem. bitwene 
Tbab in that selue groue / swoote and grene 
Ther as he hadde / hise amorouse desires 
His comp^le^nte / and for loue hise hoote iires 
He wolde make a fyr / in which the office 
tfunwal / he myglite al accomplice 
And leet comande anon / 'to hakke and hewe 
The okes old.e / and leye hem on a rewe .
In colpons / wel arrayed for to brenne 
Hise Of^ce^s / with swifte feet th^^ renne 
And ry^den anon /■(, his eomxand^;nvent^' 
And after / this / Theseus hath ysenh 
After a heere / and it al ouer spradde 
Witll clooiih of gold / the richeste / pat he hadde 
And of the same suyte / he cladde Arcite 
Vp on his bondes / hadde he gloues white 
Eek on his heed / a coroune of laurer grene 
And in his hond / a swerd fui bright and kene 
He leyde hym bare the visage / on the beere 
T]ier-'^^:ith he weepe / that pitee was to heere 
And for the peple / sholde seen hym aile 
"Vl'Kin it was day / he broghte hym to the halle 
That roreth / the cmjni< and the soun
IT Tho cam this woful Theban Palamo.ii) 
"Viiih flotery berd / and rugged assliiy heeres 
In clothes blake / ydi^opped al with teeres 
And passynge othere / of ' wepynge Emelye 
The rewefulleste / al the compaignye
[And] In as muche / as the seruyce sholde be 
The mOo:re uoble / aud riche iu his degree 

Duc Theseus / leet forth thre steedes brynge 
That trapped were in steel al ghterynge 
And couered with the armes of dann Ai^cite 
Vp on thise steedes / grete and white 
Thor sitten foUd of whiche oon baar his sheeld! 
Another his spere j in his bondes heekt
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Group A. § 3. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 83
The thridde haar yfti hj'm / Ms t^owe Turkeys

■ Of brend gold / was the caas / and eek the harneys 2896
■ And riden forth a paas / witli sorweiful oheere 

Toward the groue / as ye shul after heere
~ The nohleste of tue grekes / that ther were 

Vp on hir shuldres / carycden the heere
' With slak paas / and eyen rede and wete 

’■ Tlinrgh oiit the Citee / hy the maister strete
That sprad was al with hlak / and wonder hye 
Eight of the samo / is the strete ywrye 
Vp on the right hond / wente olde Egous

- And on that oother syde / duc Theseus 
With vessel in hir hand / of gold fui fyn 
Al fui of hony / and hlood and wyn 
Eek Palamon / with ful greet compaignye 
And after that / cam woful Emelye 

fyr in honde / as was that tyme the gyse
To do the office / of hinerai seruyse 
TTeigh lahou^' and fhl greet apparaillynge

"Vaij at the seruice / and the fjT makynge 
That with his grene tope / the heuen [raiighte] 
And twenty fadme of hrede / the armes strhughte : 
This is to se;yn / the howes weren so hrode 

stree f^:rstf ther was leyd fui many a lode 
But how the fyr / was nraked vp on Mghte 
And eelk the names / that the trees highte ;
As oolk / firre / hirch / Aspe / Aider / holm / popeler 
Wy^^^r^gh / Elm / plane / Assh / hox / chasteyn / lynde j laurer 
Mapul / thorn / hech / hasel / Ew / whippeltre 
How they weren fild / shal nat he toold for me 
He hon the goddes ronnen vp and doim 
Disherited / of hire habitacioun 
In whiche they woneden / in reste and pees 
li^jm^^hus / ffawnes / and Amadrides 
Ee hon the heestes / and the eriddes aUe 
ffledden for fore / whan the wode was falle
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84 GROUP A. § 3. j^j^iGjHT’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

ISe how tlie ground / agast was uf the liglif 
Tliat was nat wonti to spen the sonne bf_i{;litf.
N^e how tlie fyr [ was-couehed first with streo 
And thaniie with drye .^ttdkkes - hlouen a tln^e. 
And thanhe with -gi'ene wode and spice:rye • 
And thanne yil clo^th ofigold y-sand with perri^re

■t

2932

And thanne yil clo^th ofigold y-sand with penire 2936'
Anti g^^landes / bangynges/ iwi^h ful.manj’ a iiour . 
The Mirre / tljencens / \^it.h al so greet pd.our 
Ke how Arcite / lay among al this 4 . 1
ISe what richesse / aboute his "odjr is “ ..
lie how that Efnelye 7 ^s was the gysa., ■ *
Putte in the lyr/'^^ funeral seruyse . ' .
Ke how sheywowhed / whan aien ihade fyr ,
i^ey71^iit,yhei^]iak*n^eswhal; was hir des^e, 
iTe what l^ew^ejes / Sien in the fyre cas^e ,
Wl^ian Ji^^the fyr was.g^ei^tf and brente ftst0- i 
IT Ke how somme caste hir sheeld / and^omme bi:fspere 
AndaVii hire vestimentz / wliiohe fat they rvere - 
And coppes full of ^^n / and Mil.lk and hlood '
In to the fyr / that brente / as it were wood „
Ke how the grekes / with an huge route ■
Tries riden / al the place aboute 
Vp on the leff hand / with, a loud shorttynge ,
And thries / with hir speres clatcryngo 
And thries / how the ladyes gonne crye 
And how / fat lad was homward Emelye 
Ke how Arcite / is hrent to asshen colde 
lfe / how that lych wake / was yholde 
Al thilke nyght / ne how the grekes pleye 
The wake pleyes / ne kepe I na^ to seye 
Who wras^leth best tiaked / with oille eno^ud^' 
Ke who that haar hym beistf in no dt^^o;^:^^f 
IT I wol nat teilen eelk how that they goon 
Hoom til Attlienes / whan the pley is doon 
But sh^^i^^ly to the poin* thanne wol I wende 
And maken / of my longe taie an ende
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GROUP A. § 2. knigut’s .talk. EUesmeire MS. 85
T)y processe / -^nd by lengthe of ce:rte;yn yeres 

Al etyntyd is / tlie moornyngef (rd the teres
Of grekes / byp^c^ir ge:ne:ral as^^i^t:’-^" 
Thanne semed me / ther -laas a par^l^^c^menb '

- At At^i^h^c^nes / vpon certein-’pd;yntz "and caas ’
"A^na^on^g' the ivVdChe poyaitz / yspoken'y^as 
To haue with ce:rtein. xcmtreds aiiiahce " . _
And -have fully of.T!wibans obeassance '
ifor_whacl^ / thas-noble Theseus ahon ' '
Teet ■senaJen J affer gel^(^tJi Pa]^amo*h' , ■ ' 

^'''tfniVsif of.hym”/ what was the cause and why
• Bub iu hjsa blake clothes 1^ sor^refually , ",

• He. eauj. / at hj^s. comandemdalb ah hye ' "
.. The sente /Theseus for 'Erucb^^e ■,' • ' * »

■ Whan they werg seb' and hust was al the' jilace
. And TKesens f ablden hadde a space- 

-Er any. word / cam fram has wase bresb
. HIsi eyen sette he / ther as wjis has lesb '
_ And wath a sad vasage / he saked stiiie

- And after.thab raght thus he seyde has wille 
rphe farste moeuere of the cause aboue 
-*• “WVhan he farst made / the faire chejme loue

* Greet wag theifecb and heigh was has entente ' 
WcI waste he why / and what ther of he mente 
ffor wath that fafre cheyne of loue he bond 
The fyr / the eyr / the water and the lond 
In cea-te^yn OolUldes f that they may nat flee 
That same p:rince / and that same moeuere quod he 
Hath stalihssed / In this wrecched world adoun Oaf ss, back 
Certeyne dayes / and duracioun 
To al / that is engendrid in this place 
Ouer the which[e] day / they may nat pace 
Al mowe they yeb tho dayes wel abregge 
Ther nedeth noghb noon Auctoritee aUegge 
ffor it is preeued / by experience 
But that me lisb declaren my sentence
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86 GROi^ip A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS.
Thanne may m.en. / by tliis ordre wel discerns ,' 
That tliilke m.oeuere / stable is and eterne 
"Vel. may men knowe / but it be a fool 
That euery pai?* dirryueth from bis hool ■
ffor nature / bath, taken Ms bigyr^i^j^i^g* 
Of no partie / or cantel of a tbJ^l'*
But of a tbJ^I^<* that pai’iit is and stable 
Descendj^Tige so / td it be corrum'pable •
And therfore I of Ms wise purueiaunce ■
He hath / so mel bi^se* his ordinaunce 
That speces of thyn^Bs / and p^^ogl^essi^c^I^ '
Shullen enduren / by successions ' • '
And nat eterne / with outen any lye 
This maystow vnderstonde / and-^sQ^n it'eye ■
Loo the ook / fat hO^lilo long* a norissh^ngie.. f Exeinphua , 

ffrom tyme ] fat it firs* bigynneth sprynge
And hath so long a lif / as we may see ■ , ■
Yet at the laste / wasted ■ is the trge 
11 Censider^^b eek* how that the harde stoon ‘ 
Vnder Diire fee* on wMch we trede and goon 
Yit tvaste'tli i1* as it lyth by the weye 
The bj^ode Eyuer / somtyme wexeth dreye 
The grete toures / se we wane and wende 
Tiranne may ye se / f^at al this thJ^I^g* hath ende- 
11 Of man and wowman / seen Ve wel also 
That nedeth / in o.on thise termes two
TMs is to seyn / in youtho / or elles age 
He moot be deed / the ky^n^g* as shal a page 
Som in his bed / som in the depe see 
Som in the large feeld / as men may se 
T^er helpeth nogli^* al goth that ilke weye 
Thanne may I seyn • / al this tbJ^I^g* moot deye 
H "Vhafi maketh this / but l^u^ppiter the ky^n^g* 
That is prince / and cause of aile thy^n^g* 
Conue;ltynge al / vn to his propre welle ' 
ffrom which it is dirryued / sooth to telle
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GROUP A. § 2- knight's tale, EUesi^eire MS. 87
And liere agayns / no creature on lyue 
Of na_.degree j auaiiUeth for to stryue 
IT Thanne is it wysdom / as it thyn^et^h. me 
To maken vertu of necessitee 

' IT And take it weel / that we may nat eschue
' A^cl- namee-y / tliat to vs alle is due

' And wlio so gruccliee^h ought* ke dooth folye
And rebel is / to kym, tliat al may gye

■ And c^rteiniLy / a man hath moost honour
' To dyen' / in his excellence and ilour
"Whan he' is sikcr j of his geode nam%.
Tkanne katk Jl(^''doon / kis freend ne £ym no skame 
And gladd-en / oghte kis freend keen kis deetk 

JWkan ■witk kon^ / vp yolden ia kis krertk
-. Tkan wkan k^s name / apalled isTor age - “

ifor al forgeten. / is kis vasseUage
■Tkanne is' it kessf as for a wortky fame 
To dyen / wkan J,”at ke is best of name 
IT Tke co:ntrarie of thi"s / is wiKulnesse
UWy grucchen we / wky kaue we keuynesse . 
Tkat goode Al^cite / of ChiualTie flour 

t Departed is / witk duetee and konour
. Out of tkis fonie prison tkis lyf

. • 'Wky grucchon heoro / kis cosyn and bis wyf
Of kis wel fare / tkat loued kem so wooI 
Kan-he kem tkank ? nay god woot uouct’ a dool 
Tkat botke kis soule / and eek kem see^jf offende 
And yet tkey mowe / kiu lustes nat amonde 
^U^at may I coneludon j of tkis longe soTyo

' ’ But after wo j I rede vs to be merye 
And tkanken l^uppiter j al kis guace
And er tkat we j departo■n from tkis place 
I Tide [tkat] we make j of sotwos two 
0 parf^t ioye j lastynge euoT■omo 
And looketh now j wker moost sorwe is hor Inne 
Tker wol we fl^jT^li amondon and blgynno
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8^ OOUP A. § 2. KMain'’a'tale. Ellesmere MS.

Quster quod he / this is my fulle ass^i^lf 
With all tlaavys / heerc of my parleniejif

Tliat gen^il Palamon / thyn oWene knygKt ■ 
That- seruetli yow / with wille / herte / and anygKt 
A^nd euere hai^h. doon / syn fat ye first hym knfey’e 
TKat ye shul of your grace / vp on liym rewe ' . 
And taken Ii;ym / for housbonde and for loidL<_ ' ■ 
Leue* me youre bond / for tliis is oure accord' ' 
Xat se no’s? / of youre womma^].y pitee .
He is a kynges brother sone pardee • 
And though he were / a pou^e bachelor 
Syn he hath serued yow / so many a yeer 
A^nd had for yow / so greet Aduersitee 
It moste heen considered / leeueth me 
ifor ge:^^il me)T^;y / oghte to passen rights' ' 
IT Thanne seydc he thus / to Palamon ful lighU 
I trowe j ther nedeth litel sermouyn;*' 
To- make yow / assente to this tl.ryn^^ 
Com neer / and taak youre lady hy the hond 
Bitwiuen hem / was maad anon the hond - 

* * That highte matrimoigne / or mariage 
■, al the co^iseil / and the JBaronage

IT And thus / with aile hlq^ss'se and melodye
Hath Paj^amon / ywedded Emelye
And god / fat al this wyde world hath wroghtf 
Sende hym his loue / that it deere ahoj^l^lf

■■ ffor now is Palamon / in aile wele 
Xyuynge in hlisse / in richesse and in heele 
And.Emelye / hym lopeth so tendrely 
And he hire / s^^ueth so ge^^d^^lly 
That heuere / was ther no word hem hitwene 
Of Ialeusie / or any eether tene '
Thus endeth Palamon and Emelye . ’
And God saue / al this faire conipaignye A^men

H Heere is ended the knyghtes taie fS)
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' GROUP A. § 3- iiiller’s pi^ologue. Ellesmere MS. 89 ■

If Heere folw’en the wordes / bitwene the hoosit 
, ■ and the Millere

an that the knygl^tt had thus his tale-ytoold ' 
In al the route / ne was ther yong ne oold
ih^at ' he ne seyde / it .was a noMe storie- 

■, And.wo;rtliy / for to drawen to memorie
And nanie3.y the gentils euerichon
Oure boost lough / and swoor so moot I gon 
Tills gooth aright / vnhokeled is the Male 
Lat se now / who shal telle another tale 
Ifor trewely / the game is wel bigonne ,
How telleth on sire Monk / if that ye konne 
Snmwhak to quite with the knyghtes tale 
The Millere / that for-dronken was al pale . 
So that vnnethe / vp on his hors he sak 
He nolde aualen / neither hood ne hak 
He abyde no man / for his curCesie 
Hut; in Pilates voys / he gan to crie 
And swoor by Ai^mes / and by blood / and bones 
I kan a noble tale for the nones 
"Tiih which / I wol now quite / Hie knyghtes tale 
Oure hoost saugh / that he was dronke of ale 
And seyde / abyd Eobyn my leeue brother 
Som bettre man / shal telle vs first anothejr 
Abyde / and lat vs werken -^l^i^i^lftily 
if By goddes soule quod he / th at wol nat I 
ffor I wol speke / or elles go mj' wey 
Oure hoost answerde / tel on a deuele wey 
Thou art a fool / thy wit is ouercome 
f How herkneth quod the Millere alle and some 
But firsk I make a protestacioun 
That I am dronke / I knowe it by my soun 
And therfore / if that I mysspeke or seye 

. Wyte ik the Ale of Southwerk I [you] preye
7 9 ELLESMERE 89
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9O group a. § 3. miller's prologue. Ellesme^re MS. 

ffor I wol telle / a legende and a lyf
Bothe of a Carpenter / and o£ Ws wyf 
How that a clerk / liath set tlie 'wrig^lites cappe 
If The Rene answerde / and seyde atynt thy clappe 
Lat he / thy lewed dronken harlotrye 
It is a synne / and eek a greet folye 
To apeyren any man / or hym defame 
And eek* to btyngen wyues in swich fame 
Thon ma^st yr^ogh / of othere thyi^gcs seyn 
U This dronke Mill^ei^e / spak fui soone age;yn 
And seyde / lene brother •
Who hath no wyf / he is no Cokewol^d! 
But I se;y nat therfore / that thou ait oon 
Ther heen fui goode wyues many oon 
And eue:re / a thousand goo<do- / ayeyns oon hadde 
That knowestow wel thy se^lf / but if thon madde 
"W^hy artow angry / with my taie now 
I haue a wyf pa?^d^ee / as wel as thow 
Yet nolde I / for the oxen in my plogh 
Take vp oh me / moore than yrn^o^ 
As demen of my sel^if / that I were oon 
I woI bilelte wel ' / that I am noon .
An housbonde /•’■shal nat been Inqu^i^^^yif 
Of goddes pryuetee / nor of*his wyf 

. -So^lie "nayr fyu^c^e-goddes foy^soh) there 
, lOf the; remei^f^i^tt nedeith nat enquere

What sholde I moore seyn / but thfe Hffl^ere
' He nolde his wh:rdes /•i^^ na man forbere . 

But f^ol^de Jaius cherles tale in his p^mera . 
hlathynketh / that I shal rehefce it heere »
And ther-fore ■eue:ry ge:^^iil wight I preyo ’ 
ffor goddes loue / demelth nat that T sey^o' 

yUel entente / but that I moot reher^ce
Hir taies aHe / be they bettre or werse *"

.. Or elles / falsen som my mateere
And therfore / who so Jist it nat y^heere '
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o^oupPL , §i^, MUiER’d P^oooovm EUesmeire MS. 91
Turne oaej? the leeif / and chese'anolthei tale 
ifor he shal fynde ynowe / grete and smale 
Of storial thj^ng' that toueheth gentUlesse 
And eek moi-alltee / and hoolynesse 
Blaraeth nat me j if that ye chose amys 
The MUHrc / is a cheirl / ye knowe wel this 
So was the Reue / and othere manye mo 

'And harlotrie // they tolden hothe two 
A^uy^seth yow / putteth me out of Mmne 
And eok" men shal nat make^ emest of game

[Sliciht break % the dfS.]
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92 GROUP A. § 4. miller’s tale. Ellesmere ' M&

IT Heere bigj^mic^fch. the Millere bis tale.

Hilom I tlier was dweUynge’
A riche gno:f | that gestes heeld to bord 3188 
And Ot his crai’* he was>a Carpei^iter >
Wih hym / ther was dwellynge a poure scoler

Hadde lerned Art but al his fantasye
Was turned / for to lerne Asti^ologye, 3192
And koude / a ce:rteyn conclusions •
To.jdemen / by Int^ei^i^c^g^acions
If Jjfiii; men asked hym / in certain houres
Whan pat men sholde haue'droghte or elles shoures 3196 
Or if men asked hym / what sholde bifalle 
Of oue:ry thyng j I may nat rekono hem aile 
5 This was cleped / hende M^c^h^olas 
Of doerno loue he koude and of solas 
And th^er-to / he was sleigh | and ful pi-^^uee 
And lyk a mayden / meke for to see 
A chambre hadde he in that hosteirye 
Ali^one / with^-outen any compaignye 
fful fetisly ydighk with horbos swoote 
And he hym seK / as sweete as is the roote 
Of lycorys | or any Cetewale
His Almageste | and bookes grete and smale 
His A^stj^elabie / longynge for his Art^/ 
His Augrym stones / layen faite a part/ 
On shelues / couched at bis beddes heed 
His pi^osso ycovered / with a faldyng reed 
And all aboue / ther lay a gay Sautrie 
On whieh / hein^ade a ny^ghtes melodie 
So swe'tel.y / that al the chambre rongt 
And Angelus ad vir^gri^nem. / he song* 
And after tha.* he song* the kyn^ges iioote 
fful often / blessed was his myrie thr^ote

EIX^ESJIERE 92

3200

3204

3208

3212

321

    
 



3220

6R0UP A. § 4. millers tale. Ellos^mere ^^S. 93
And tlius j tHs sweete his tyme spente 
After his freendes fyndjnig* and his rente

This Carpenter j hadde wedded newe a wyf 
"Vhicli that he louede J moore than his lyf j 
Of xviij. yeer- j sheTfRs..of Age. 
.lalous he was j and heeld hire narwe in cage' 
ifor- she was yong and wylde j and he was old?

■ And demed hym selif heen lik j a CokeWol^d! 
He knew nat Caton» j for his wit was rude 
That had j man sholde wedde his sim^ylitude 
Men sholde wedden after hire estaat 
ifor youthe and eide j is often at debaat 
But sith that he j was fallen in the snare 
Hi moste endure j as oother folk his care 

ffair was this yonge wyf j and ther with al
As any wiziIi j hir body j gent and smal 
A ceynt she werede j yharred al of silk 
A barmc^oot;b .[nk] j as whit as morne Milk 
Vp on hir lendes j ful of many a go^re 
Whit was hir smok j and hroyden al bifoore 
And nk blbyndl j on hir coler aboute 
Of cofhlak sUk j Wf't7^-Innl and eek wMi-oute 
The tapes j of hir white voluper 
Were of the same suyte h'ir co].er
Hir f^^Of hrood of silld and set ful hye 
And siknrly j she hadde a likerous eye 
fful smale ypulled j wiii- hin hrowes two 
And tho were hent j and hlake as any sloo 
She was j ful moore hlisful on to see 
Than is j the newe j perlionette trn 
And softer j than the wolle is of a Wlthlr 
And hy hir girdel j helng a purs lltblr 
Tassllld with grem j and perled wtji latoun 
In al this world j to seken vp and doun 
Thlre nas no man so wys j f«t koude tbenche 
So gay a popelote j or swich a wlncbe
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94 GROUP A. § 4. mii*uer’s tale. £Uej^i^<^:re MS. 
fful brighter / was tbe shy^nj^i^g* Of hir bewe 
Than in the tour / tbe noble yforged newe 
fl But of bir song / it was / as loude and yerne 
As any swalwe / sittynge on a berne 
Tber to / sbe koude skippe / and make game 
As any kyde / or calf / folwynge bis dame. 
Hir mou^b was sweete / as bragolf or tbe Meetb 
Or boord of A^pples / leyd in bey or beetb 
"Vj^nss^^nge she was / as is a ioly col^lf 
Long as a Ma^tf and vp^^ghte as a bolt 
A broocb sche baar / vp on hit loue coler 
As brood / as is tbe boos of a bokeler 
Hir sboes were laeed / on hir legges bye 
Sbe was a prymerole / a piggesnye 
ffor any lord /' to leggen in bis bedde 
Or ydf for any good yeman to wedde 
l^Ow sire / and eft sire / so bifel tbe cas

Tbat on a day / this bende M^cbolas 
fi^l w^itb this yonge wyf / to rage and pleye 
Vb^l tbat hir bousbonde was at Oseneye 
As clerkes / ben fui subfile / and fui queynte 
And priuely / he caug^^te hire by tbe que^te 
And seyde ywis / but if ich haue my wille 
ifor* deerne loue of thee / lemman I spille 
And beeid bire barde / by tbe haunche bones 
And seyde / lemman loue me al atones 
Or I wol dyen / also god me sane 
And sbe sproong / as a co].t doth in tbe traue 
And w^lth hir heed / sebe wryed fa-ste awey 
And seyde / I wol nat kisse thee / by my fey 
"Vi;y lat be quod ich / lat be Nicholas 
Or I wol crie / out / harrow / and allas 
Do wey youre bandes / for your curteisye 
fT This Nicholas / gan merey for to crye 
And spak so faire / and profred bire so faste 
Tbat sbe hir loue / hym graunted atte laste
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GROUP A. § 4. miller’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 95
And .swoor Mr ootli / by seint Thomas of Kenif 
That she wol been / at Ms comandemen* 
Whan j^at she may / Mr leyser wel cspio 
Myn housbonde / is so ful of l^alousie 
That but ye wayte wel / and been priuee
I woot right wel / I nam but deed quod she 
Ye moste been fui deerne / as in this cas 
f Nay ther of / care thee nogl^tf quod Nicholas 
A clej^k? hadde litherly / biset Ms whyle 
But ' if he koude / a Carpenter bigyle 
And thus they been / accorded and yswo:m. 
To wayte a tyme / as I haue told biforn 
H Whan Nicholas / had doon thus euerideel 
And thakked hire / aboute the lendes weel 
He kist hire sweete / and taketh Ms sawtrie 
And pleyeth faste / and maketh melodie 
rjlhanne fil it thus / fat to the paryssh chirche

Cristes / owene werkes j for to wirche 
This goode wyf / went on an haliday 
Hir forheed shoon / as bright as' any day 
So was it wasshen / whan she leet hir werk
II Now was ther of that chirche a parissh clerk 
The which / that was ycleped Absolon 
Cr^il was Ms beer / and as the gold it shoon 
And strouted as a ffanne / large and brOde 
fini streight and euene / lay Ms ioly shode 
His rode wa^ reed / hise eyen greye as goos 
With Powles wyndow / conien on his shoos 
In hoses rede / he wente fetisly 
Yclad he was / fui smal and propre^y 
Al in a kirtel / ^^ a lyght wagi^tt 
fful faire and thikke / been the pojuites seit 
And ther vp on / he hadde a gay surplys 
As whit as is / the- blosme vp on the ij's 
A myrie child he was / so god me saue 
Wel k'(^u<ie he laten blood / and dippe and shaue
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96 . GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Ellesmere KS.
And maken a cliartre of lond / or Acquitaunce 
In twenty manere / konde lie trippe and daunce : 
Afl^er tlie scole / of Oxenford[e] tlio 
And ivith..liis legges / castisn to and fro . . 
And pleyen songes / on a sma^ll EuHlile 
Ther to / lh^e song som tyme / a lond quynykle 
And as wel / konde he pleye / on his giterne 
In al the toim / nas Brewhous ne Te^e:me 
lii^at he ne visited / ivitli his solas 
T't^er any gayl^^d Tappestere was 
But soolih. to se;ya / he was sou:idel sqnaymous 
Of fartyng / and of speche daungerous 
11 This Ahsolon / fat iolif was and gay 
Gooth with a Sencer / on the haliday 
Sensynge the wyues / of the parissSe faste 
And many a lonely look / on hem he caste 
And namel.y / on this Carpenteris wyf 
To loke on hire / hym thoughte a myrie lyf 
She was so propre / and sweete and lik^ei^ons 
I dar wel seyn / if she hadde heen a Mous 
And he a Cat / he wold hire hente anon 
IT This parissh clerk / this ioly Ahsolon ,
Hath in his herte / swich a loue longynge 
That of no wyf / took he noon offrynge 
ffor curteisie / he seyde he wolde noon
The Moone / whan it was nyght / fui hrighte shoon 33-52 
And Ahsolon / his gyterne hath ytake 

paramours / he thoghte for to wake 
And forth he gooth / iol^:f and amorous 
Til he cam / to the Carpenteres hous 
A litel / after Cokkes hadde ycrowe 
And dressed hym vp / hy a shotwyndowe 
That was / vp on the Carpenteris wal 
He syngeth in his voys / gentil and smal 
Now deere lady / if thy wille he 
I pray yow / that ye wole thynke on me
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GROUP A. § 4: miller’s tai^b. . ]^«»^mere MS, 9' 

ifu.1 wel acordaun* to. ]iis gyteniynge 
This Carpenter awook J and herde synge 
Atid spak vn to liis 'w^t: / and seyde anon 
Wkat Alison / herestow nat Absolon 
That chau^t;eth tkus / vnder oure boares wal
And she a^iswerde hir housbonde / ther with al ' 
Yis God woot l^obn / I heere it euery del '

This passet,h fortli / v^ha^t; wol ye bet than weel 
ffro day to day / to day / this ioly Ahsolon . 
So woweth hire / thais ^ym is wo bigon .
He waketh / al the nyght / and al the day 
He kembeth bise lokkes brode / and made hj-m gay 
He woweth hire / by meenes / and brecage 
And swoor / be wolde been hir owene page 
He syngetb brokkynge / as a nyghtyngale 
He sente hire pymenk Meeth and spiced Ale 
And wafres / pipyrng / hoot / out o^ the gleede 
And for she iVas of touue / he profreth meede 
ffor som folk* wol ben wonnen for richesse
And somme for strokes / and somme for geiitiUesse J?"™'//,/
H Somtyme / to shewe his lightnesse and maaistrye 
He pleyeth Herodes vp on a Scaffold hye 
But what auaiBeth hym / as in this cas 
She loueth so / this bende Hicholas 
That Absolon / may blowe the bukkes houi 
He ne hadde / for his labour but a scorn 
And thus / she maketh Absolon hire Ape 
And al his emeit* turneth til a l^ape 
fful sooth is this prouerbe / it is no lye 
Men se^n right thus / alwey the nye slye 
Maketh / the ferre leene to be looth 
ifor though that Absolon / be wood or wrootfi 
By cause / that lie for was from hire sighte 
This nye Mcholas / stood in his ligfite 
ATOw bere thee wel / thou bende Nicholas 

ffor Absolon / may waille and synge alias
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98 G^oup A. § 4. miller’s tale.

And so bifel it on a Saterday
Tbis Carpe:ater / was goon til Ose^iay 
And hende Nicbolas and Alif^c^uw 
Acorded been / to this conclutiioura 
That Nicbolas / sbal sbapen bym a wyle 
'.I^^is s^^y l^s^i^ous bousbonde to bigyle 
And if so be / tbe game wente arigl^* 
Sbe sbolde slepen / in bis arm al nygSif 
ifor tbis was / bis desir / and bire al^iso’ 
And rigbt anon / wii^b^-outen wordes mo 
Tbis Nicbolas / no lenger wolde tarie 
But dooitb ful softe / vn to bis chambre carie 
Botbe mete and drynke / for a day or tweye 
And to bire bousbonde / bad bire for to seye 
If tbat be axed / after Nicbolas
Sbe sbolde seye / sbe nyste wbere he was 
Of al tbat day / sbe saugh bym nat witb eye 
Sbe trowed / tbat be wa^ in maladye 
ffor / for no cry / bir mayde koude bym calle 
He nolde answere / for tbyng tbat mygbte falle 
il Tbis passe^b fortb / al tbilke Saterday 
Tbat Nicbolas / stille in bis chambre lay 
And eet' and sleepe / or dide what bym leste 
Til Sonday / tbat tbe sonne gooth to reste 
IT Tbis s^^y Carpen-ter / hath greet merueyle 
Of Nicbolas / or what tbyng mygbte bym eyle 
And seyde / I am adrad by Seint Thomas 
It stondeth nat aright witb Nicbolas 
God shilde / tbat be deyde soi^(^;^nly 
Tbis w^rld / is now fui tikel .sikerly 
I saugh to day / a cors yborn to chirche 
Tbat now / on mo:ndiay last / I .saugh bym wii^che 
ITGo vp quod be / vn to bis knaue anoon 
Clepe at bis dore / or knokke witb a stoon 
Looke bow it is / and tel me bold^^y 
IT Tbis knaue / gootb bim vp fui sturdily
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GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. EUesmei'e MS. 99
And at the chambre dore / that he stood 
He crlde and knokked / as tkat he were wood 
What how / rrhat do ye maister Mcholay 
How ma^ ye slepen. / al the longe day 
5r But al for noglh* he herde nat a word 
An hole he foond / ful lowe vp on a hord 
Ther as the was wont In for to crepe •
And at that hole / he looked In ful depe 
And at the laste / he hadde d: hym a sighte 
This M^cholas / sat cipyng euere vp-righte 
As he had kiked / on the newe moone 
Adoun he gootih / and tolde bis maister soone 
In what array / he saugh that ilke man 
if This Carpen^r / to Blessen hym higan 
And seyde / help vs scinte ffrydeswyde 
A man woot litel / what hym shal bityde 
This man is falle j with Ms Astromye 
In som woodnesse / or in som Agonye 
I thoghte ay wel / how that it sholde he 
Men sholde nat knowe / goddes pryuetee
Ye / blessed be alwey a lewed man . 
T^at noghP bu^ oonly bis bdene kan 
So ferde another clerk? with Astromye 
He walked in the feeldes / for to prye 
Vp on the sterres / what ther sholde bifalle 
Til he was / in a Marieput yfalle 
He saugh nat that / but yet by seint [Thomasa] 
Me reweth soore / of bende M^^holas 
He shal be rated / o? his studtyngi 
If that I may / by Ihesus henene kj'B<* 
IT Get me a staf / that I may vnderspore 
WhU Ji6(t thou Eobyn / heuest of the dore 
He shal / out of his studij^ng* as I gesse 
And to the chambre dore / he gan liym dresse 
His knaue / was a strong cai’l / for the noones 
And by the haspe / he haa:f it of atones
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100 GROUP A. § 4. miller’s tale, Ellesmeire MS.
In to the floor / the dore fl.l anon
This M^eli^ol^as / sat ay as stille as stoon
And euere caped vpward in to tlie Eir
This Carpenter / tvende he were in despeir
And hen to hym / by the sholdres myghitily 
And shook hym harde / and cride spitously
What Mioholay / what how / what looke adoun 
Awake / and thenk on Cristes passioun
I crenche thee / from Elues / and fro wightes 
Thocrw^AtI the nyghtspel / seyde he anonrightes 
On foure halnes / the bons aboute .
And on the thressfifold / of the dore with-oute 
Iffnui Crisft and seint Benedight
Bl^esse this bous / from eueiry wikked wiglht 
ffor nyghtes uerye / the white pater noster 
Wb^el^e wentestow / seint Pef^j^es soster 
IT And atte laste / this hende Nicholas 
Gan for to sike soore- / and seyde allas 
Shal al this world / be lost eftsoonos now ?
II This Carpenter / answerde / what seystow ?
What thynk on god / as we doon / men piat swynke 
H This Nicholas answerde / fecche me drynke 
And after / wol I speke in pryuetee

certeyn thj^ng* that toucheth me and thee
I wol IoIIo if noon oother man certeyn
H This Carpenter / goth doun / and comth ageyn 
And hroghte / of myghty Ale a large quart
And whan pat ech of hem / had dronke his pai4f
This Nicholas / his dore faste shette
And doun the Carpenter / hy hym he sette 
H He seyde l^ohn myn ho^^tf lief and deere 
Thon shallf vp on thy trouthe swere me heere 
That to no wightf thou sha^lt this conseiil wreye 
ffor it is / cristes conseil that I seye 
And if thou telle man / thou art foriere . 
ffor this vongauwco / thou shalt han therfore , 
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GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Ellesmere MS, 101

That if thou wreye me / thou shalt he wood 
Nay Crist forhede ih for his hooily hloed 
Quod tho this Sely man j I nam no labhe 
Ne though I seye j I am nat lief to gahhe 
Sey what thou wolt j I shal it neuere telle 
To child ne wyf j by hym that harwed heUe 
I^Ow I^ohfl quod Nicholas j I wol nat lye

I have yfounde j in myn Astrologye 
As I haue looked ■ j in the moone bri^^if 
Thai; now a monday ne.xt^' at quarter nyg^^lt 
Shal falle a reyn j and that so wilde and wood 
That h^^ so greelt was neuere Noees flood 
This world he seyde j in lasse than an hour 
Shal al be dreynt j so hidous is the shour 
Thus schawl mankynde drenche j and lese hir ly^ 
IT This Carpenter answerde j alias my wyf 
And shal she drenche j alias myn Al.isoun 
ffor sorwe this j he fil almoost adoun
And seyde j is ther no remedie in this cas 
IT Why yis for gode j quod hende Nicholas 
If thou wolt werken j aftir loore^ and reed 
Thou mayst nat werken j after thyn owene heed 
fibr thus seith Salomon) j that was ful trewe 
Werk al by conseU j and thou shalt nat rewe 
And if thou werken wo^^lf by good conseil 
I vndertake j with-outen Maslt and seyl 
Yet shal I sauen j hire j and thee j and me 
Hastow nat herd j hou saued was Noe ? 
Whan fat oure lord j hadde warned hym biforn 
That al the world j viih water sholde be lorn 
ITYis quod this Carp<>nter j ful yoore ago 
IT Hastou nat herd j quod Nicholas also 
The sorwe of Noe j with his felaweshipe 
Er fat he myghte j brynge his wy:f to shipe 
Hym hadde be leuere j I dar wel vndertake 
At thjlke tyme j than aUe hise wetheres blake
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102 GROUP A. § 4. miller’s tale. Ellesmere MS.
That she hadde had a shipe / hir sel;f allone 
And ther-fore / woostou what is best to doone 
This asketh haste / and of an
Men may nat preche / or maken taii^jn^g* 
IT Anon go gete vs faste in to this In 
A kncdyng* trogh / or ellis a kymelyn 
ffor ech of vs / hut loke fat they be large 
In whiche j we mowe swymme as in a barge 
And han ther-Inne / vitaille suf^s^i^j^tf 
But for a day / fy on the remenant' 
The water shal aslake / and goon away 
Aboute pryme / vp on the nexte day 
But Eobyn / may nat wite of this / thy knaue 
He eek’ thy mayde Gille I may nat saue 
Axe nat why /. for though thou aske me 
I wol nat teilen goddes pry^uetee 
Suffiseth thee / but if thy wittes madde 
To han as greet a grace / as Hoe hadde 
Thy wyf shal I wel sauen / out O’ doute 
Go now thy wey / and speed thee heer aboute 
If But whan thou has* for hire and thee and me 
Ygeten vs / thise knedyng tubbes thre 
Thanne shallow hange hem / in the roof ful hye 
That no man / of oure purueiaunce spye 
And whan thou thus hast doon / as I haue seyd 
And hast oure vitaille / faire in hem yleyd 
And eek an Ax / to smyte the coi’de atwo 
Whan fat the water comt^h / that we may go 
And broke an hole / an heigh vp on the gable 
Vnto the gordynward / oner the Stable 
That we may frely / passen forth oure way 
Whan fat the grete shour / is goon away 
Thanne shal I swymme / as myrie I vndertake 
As dooth the white doke / after hire drake 
Thanne wol I clepe / how Alis^c^iD / how l^ohn 
Be myrie / for the flood wol passe anon
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GR'^CP A. § 4. miller's tale. EUesmeire MS.

And thoti wolt seyn / hayl maister Nicliol.ay 
Good morwe / I se thee wel / for it is day 
And thaime / shul we he / lordes al onte lyf^/ 
Of al the world / as IS^oe and his wyf^/ 
If But 0 thyng' I warne thee fid rightf
Be wel auysed / on that dke nyght- 
That we hen entred / in to shippes hord 
Tha^ noon vs / no speke nat a word
Ne clepe / ne crie / but been in his preyere 
ffor it is / goddes owene heeste deere 
IT Tlry wyf and thou / moots hange fer atwynne 
ffor that* hitwixe yow / shal he no synne 
Na moore in lookyng / than ther shal in deede 
This ordinance is se^d / so god thee speede 
Tomoi-we at nygh.* whan folk hen aUe aslepe 
In to our knedyng tuhbes / wol we crepe 
And Sitten there / ahidyng goddes grace 
Go now thy wey /1 haue no lengeer space 
To make of this / no longer sermenJ^l;* 
Men seyn thus / sende the wise / and sey no thyng* 
Thou art so wys it neede^h thee nat to preche 
Go sane oure lyf / and that I the hiseche 
If This sely Carpenter / got;h forth his wey 
ffid ofte / he seith alias and weylawey 
And to his wyf / he tolde his pryueeteo 
And she was war / and knew it het than he 
What al this queynte cast* was for to seye 
But nathelees / she ferde as she wolde deye 
And seyde alias / go forth thy wey anon 
Help vs to scape / or we been lost ecllen 
I am thy trewe / verray wedded wy^ 
Go deere spouse / and help to saue oure lyf 
LO / which a greet thyng / is Affeccion

Men may dyen / of ymaginacion 
So depe / may impression lie take 
This sely Carpenter / higynneth quake
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104 GROUP A § 4. miller’s tale. Ellesmere MS.
Hym thynketh verraily / that he may see 
Noees flood j come walWynge as the see 
To drenchen j his hony deffl-e .
He wcpeth j ^^^;yleth j aiR^eith sory cheere 
He siketh j with ful ma^y a so:ry swogS. 
il^e goolth j auct geteth hym a klledyng tiogh 
And after that j a tubbe and a kymelyn 
And pryuely j he septe hem to his In '
And heng' hem. j in the roof in pryuetee 
His owene hand made laddres thre
To clyraben j by the ronges and the stalkes 
In to the tubbes j hangynge in the balkes 
And hem vitailleth j bothe trogh and tubbe 
Wih breed and obese j and good Ale in a l^u^bbe ■ 
Suffisynge right ynogh j as for a. day 
But er that he j hadde maad al this array 
He sente his knaue j and eek his wenche also 
Vp on his nede j to iondon for to go 
And on the Monday j whan it drovr to ny^ght* 
He shette his dore j with-oute candel lyglrt* 
And dressc^h aile th^y^i^g* as it shal he 
And shoi^(^:ly j vp they clornben aile thre 
They sitten stille j wel a furlong way 
HT HmV Pater noster j clom seyde Hicholay ' 
And clom qtW^d I^o^hiS j and clom seyde Ali^c^ura 
This Carpe^^r j .sejrde his deuocioua 
And stille he sit j anc^ biddeth his prcyere 
A^waity^nge on ' the reyn j if he it heere 
IT The dede sleepe jfor wery biiynesie 
fili on this Carpeinter j rig^t as I ge^e 
A^boute coirfew tyme j ' or litel moore 
ffor trauaille of his goosp he groneth soore 
And eft he-routeth j for bis lieed myslay 
Doun the laddre j statketh l^ioholay 
And Ai^il^c^r^K j fui softe adoun she spedde 
Wi^l^li-^outen wordes mo j they goon to bedde
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GROUl? A. § 4. miller’s tale. Ellesmeire MS. 105
Thor as the Carpenter / is wont to lye 
Ther was the reuel / and the melodye 
And thus [lith] Alison / and Nicholas 
In hisynesse / of myrthe and of solas

. ACii that the helle laudes gan to ryngo
Ai^d: freres in the Chauncel gonne syngo 
rP^his parjssh clerk / this Aniorous Ahsolon 
A is for lolle alwey so wo bigon

■ Yp on the Monday / was at Osi^neye 
With a compaignye / hym to dispoi?te and pleye 
And axed vp on cas a Cloistrer 
fful prmely / after l^ohn the Ca^rpenter

' And he di’ough hym a pairf out the chirche
And seyde I nooif I saugh hym heere nat wirche 
Syn Saterday / I trow that he be wen* 
ifor tymber / ther our Abbot hath hym sei^i? 
ffor he is wonit for tymbor for to go 
And dwellen at the grange / a day or two 
Or elles / he is at his hous certeyn 
Wh^er^e that he be / I kan nat sw^i^idiy soyu 
5r This Ahsolon / ful ioly was and light 
And flioghte / now is tyme wake al nyght 
ffor sikirly I saugh him nat stirynge 
Aboute his dore / syn day bigan to sprynge 
H So moot I thryue / I shal at cokkes crowe 
fful pryuely / knokke at his wyndowe 
That stant ful lowe / vp on his boures wal 
To Alison / now ivnl I teilen al 
My loue longynge / for yet I shal nat mysse 
That at the leste wey / I shal hire kisse 
Som maner co:n:^^i^ft shal I haue pu?•fay 
My mouth hath ioched al this longo day 
That is a signe kissy^ng* atte leste
Al nygi^tt me mette eek / I was at a feeste 
Therfore I wol goon slepe / an houre or tweye 
And al tlie nyghit thanne wol I wake and pleye
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106 GROUP A. § 4. miller’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

ITTnhin that the firste cok* liatli crowe anon
' ' Vp list' tliis ioly louere Absolon 

And hym arraieth / gay at poynt denys 
But first' he cheweth greyn of ly^corys 
To smi^llen sweete / er he hadde kemhd his heer 
Vnder his tonge / a ti^ewe loue he beer 
ffor ther-hy / wende he to ben gracious 
He rom(^t;h / to the Carpenteres hous 
And stille he stai^t' vnder the shot wjjmdowe 
Vn to his brist it raughte / it was so lowe 
And softe he knokketh / with a sem.y sonn 
What do ye hony comb / sweete Al^i^soun 
My faire bryd / my sweete cynamome 
Awaketh lemman myn / and speketh to me 
Wel litel thynken ye / vp on my wo 
That for youre loue / I swete ther I go 
Ho wonder is / thogh that I swelte and swete 
I moorne / as dooth a lamb after the tete 
Ywis lemman / I haue swich loue longyngo 
That lik a turtel trewe / is my moornynge 
I may nat ete / na moore than a mayde 
H Go fro the wyndow / l^akke fool she sayde 
As help me god / it wol nat be com pa me
I loue another / and elles I were to blame 
"Vel bet than thee / by Ihesu Absolon 
Go forth thy wey / or I wol caste a ston 
And lat me siepe / a twenty deuel wey
H Alias quod A^bsolon / and weylawey 
That trewe loue / was enlre so yuel biset 
Thanne kys me j syn it ma^ be no bet 
ffoi? Ihesus loue / and for the loue of me
II Wilt^ow thanne / go thy wey quod she f 
H Ye cl^tls lemman / quod this Absolon
H Thanne niake thee redy quod she I come anon 
And vn to Hicholas / she seyde stille 
How husk and thou shalt laughen al thy fille 
H This A^bsolon / donn sette hym on his knees
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GROIUP A. § 4. MHiLER’s tale. EUesmeire MS. 107
And seyde /! am lotd at alle degrees 
ffor after this / I liope tlier comeeih l^ioore 
Lemman tliy grace / and sweete tr^yd thyn oore 
IT The wyndow / she vndoth / and that in haste 
Haue do quod she / com of ajid speed the faste 
Lest that cure Heighehores / thee espie 
IT This Absolon / gan wype his m.outh fui drie 
Dirk was the nygiSf as pich, / or as the cole 
And at the wyndow / out she pitte hir hole 
And Absolon / hym fil no bet ne wers 
But wi't/i bis mouth / he kiste hir naked ers 
fful saut^o^idy / er he was war this

Abak he stirte / and thoughte it was amys 
ffor wel he wiste / a womman hath no berd 
He feite a thyng al rough / and long yherd 
And seyde / fy alias what haue I do

Tehee quod she / and clapte the wyndow to 
And Absolon / gooth forth a sm’y pas 
ir A berd a berd / quod bende Nicholas 
By goddes corpus / this goth faire and weel 
11 This sely Absolon / herde eu^e-y deel 
And on his lippe / he gan for Anger byte 
And to hym s^^f J he seyde 1 shai thee quyte 
11 Wh^o rubbeth now / who froteth now his lippes 
W^t/ dusb with sond / with stiaw/wH^h clooth / wltA chippes 
But Absolon / that seith fui ofte alias 3749
My soule / bitake I vn to Sathanas 
But me were leuere / than al this toun quod he 
Of this despib awroken for to be 
Alias quod he / alias I ne hadde ybleynt 
His boote loue / was cooltl and al yqueynb 
ffor fro that tyme / that he hadde kiste hir ers 
Of paramours / he sette nat a kers 
ffor he was / heeled of his m aladie 
fful ofte / par^^mours he gan deffie 
And weepe / as dooth a child that is ybete 
A softe paas / he wente ouer the strete
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108 GBOUP A. § 4. miller’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Vn til a smyth / men cleped daun Gei^i^fjys 
That in his forge / smythed plougli liarneys 
He sharpeth sliaar / and kultour bis^ly 
This A^bsolon / knokketh al es^^ly
And seyde / vndo Gerneys / and that auon

What who artow S 1 am heere Absolon
What Absolon / for Cristes swete tree 
"Vhhi rise ye so ratlie / ey benedicitee 
Wliat eyleth yow / som gay gerl god it woof 
Hatli broght yow thus / vp on the vi^i-iti^o* 
By scinte note / ye woot iwil. \^lla■i I mene

This Abstltn / ne roghte nat a bene 
Of al his pley / no word agayn he yaf 
He hadde / moore tow / on his di^^a:f 
Than Gerueys knew / and seyde freend so deere 
That boote kultour / in the chymenee heere 
As lene it mo / I haue ther-^:ith to doone 
And I wol / brynge it thee / agayn fui soone

Gerueys answerde / cortes were it gold 
Or in a poke / uthles alle vr^t^olc* 
Thou shtldost bave / as I am il^ewo smyth 
Ey crisies foo / what wol ye do ther-with f

Ther quod Abstltn / be as he may
I shal wel telle it thee / to morwe day 
And caughte the kultour / by the ctldo sielt 
iful softe / ^^t at the dore he gan to stele 
And wente / vn to the Carpoutoris wal 
Ho co^g^(^Oih first / and knokkoih ther with al 
Vp on the wyndowe / right as he dide er

This AI^S^sou answerde / V^lio is ther s 
That knokketh st / I warante it a theef 
H Why nay quod he / gtd wttt my sweete let^ 
I am thjur Absoltn / my doerol^J^I^^»

gold quod he / I haue thee brtght a ry^ng^' 
kly mooder yaf it me / st gtd me sane 
flul f^Ti it is / and ihor-tt wel ygraue
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GROUP A. § 4. MILLERS TALE. £llCSn.6X’6 1.09

Tliis wol I yeue tliee / if tliou me kisse 
H This IfTiholas / was risen for to pisse 
And tliouglite, / he wolde amenden al the l^^pe 
Il^e sholde kisse his [ers] er that he scape 
And rp the wyndowe / dide lie hastily 
And out his ers / he jmtteth pryuely 
Oue:r the huttok / to the haunche bon 
And ther with / spak this clerl* this Absolon 
Spek sweete hryd / I noot nat where thon arf 
11 This ll^■h^0^o:^as / anon leot fie a fart^/ 
As ^e^tt as it had heen a thonder dent 
That with the strool!t he was almoost yblent 
And he was redy / with his Iren 
^nd M^cholas / amydde ers he smoo* 
11 Of glll;O the skyn / an liande hrede abnite 
The hoote kultour / brende so his toute 
And for the sm^i^tt he wende for to dye 
As ho wero wood / for wo he gan to cryo 
Help / water / water / help for goddcs herte 
H This Carpenter / out of hiis sloln0er sterte 
And herde oon crien water / as he were wood 
And thoughte / Al^as / now comth jfow’elis tlud 
Ile sit hym rp / witO-outen wordes mo 
And with his Ax / he smoot the corde atwo 
And doun glotO al / he foond neither to selle 
He hreed ne Ale / tU he cam to the Celle 
Vp on the floor / and. ther aswowne he lay 
HVp stirte hire / Alison and Vicholay 
And criden / o^tt and harrow’ in the strete 
The neigOehlres / hothe smale and grete 
In ronnen / for to gauren on this man
That yet aswowne he lay / hothe pale and wan 
mr irith the fa^ / he hrosten hadde his Arm 
Eu^ stonde he moste / yn to his owene harm 
ffor whan he spak / he was anon hore doun 
A^ii^h hende Nicholas / and Alisnin
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ll^O GBOTji* A. § 4. miller’s tale. Ellesmere MS.
They tolden euery man / that he was wood 
He was agast so / of Howelis flood 
Thurgh fantasie / that of his vanytcc 
He had.de j'hoght hym / knedyng tuhbes thre 
And hadde hem hanged / in the roue ahoue 
And Jxat he preyde hem / for goddes loue 
TO sitten in the roof / par compaignye

The folk gau laughen / at his fantasye 
In to the roof / they kiken and they cape 
And turned al his harm / vn to a l^a^pe 
ffor j what so / pat this Carpenter answerde 
It was for nogli< no man his reson herde 
With othes grete / he was so sworn adoi^n 
That he W^s holde wood in al the toun 
ffor euery clerk / anonright / heeld with oother [icaf 45, back] 

They seyde / the man was wood / my leene hrootlicr 3848 
And euery wight / gan laughen of this stryf/ 
Thus / swyued was / this Carpenteris wyf/ 
ffor al his kepiy^iig* and his l^a^l^c^usye 
And Ahsolon / hath kisk hir nether eye 
And Hicholas / is scalded in the towte 
This tale -is doon / and god saue al the rowte 

iT Heere endeth the Millere his tale
[Slight breah in the MS.]
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GROUP A. § 5. reeve's prologue. Ellesmere MS. Hl

IT The prologo / of the Roues tale

H.AN folk hadde laughen / at this njxe cas 
Of Ahsolon / and hende Nicholas 3856
Diuerse folk / diuez’sslly they seyde
But for the moore paidt they loughe and pleyde

Ne at this tale / I saugh no man hym greue 
But it were oonly / Osewold! the Eeue 
By-cause / he was / of Carpenteris 
A litel Ire / in his berte ylaff 
He gan to grucehe / and blamed it a lite 
IT So theek / quod he / ful wel koude I jro'w quite 
With blei^j^2i<* of a proud Milleres eye 
If that me liste / speke of ribaudye 
But ik am wjld / me list no pley for Age 
Gras tyme is doon / my fodder is now forage 
This white tope / writeth myne olde yeris 
Myn berte is mowled also as myne heris 
But if I fare / as dooth an Openers 
*1 That ilke fruyt / is euer leng the wers 
Til it be roten / in Mullol* or in stree 
We old 6 men / I drede so fare we 
Til we be roten / kan we nat be rype ■ 
We hoppen ay / whil that the world wol pype 
ffor in oure wyl / ther stiketh cuejc a nayl 
To haue an hoor heed / and a grene tayl 
As hath a leek / for thogh oure myght bo goon 
Oure wyl / desireth folie euere in oon 
ifor whan we may nat doon / than wol we speke 
Yet in oure Asshen olde / is fyr yreke 

ffoure gleedes han we / whiche I shal deuyse 
Av^^untyrng* liyi^g^ Anger / Coueitise '
Thise foure sparkles / longen vn to eelde 
Oure olde lemes / mowe wel been vnweelde
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112 GROUP A. § 5. reeve's pr^ologue. Ellesmere MS.

But wjd ne shal nat faiUen / that is sootB I
And yef ik liaue alwey a Coites toot^li 
As niany a yeer / as it is passed lienne 
Syn that my tappe of lif / Ligan to renne 
ffor sik^^^ly / whan I ivas Lore / anon 
Beeth drough the tappe of lyf / and leetf it gon 
And euer sithe / hath so the tappe yr^on^no 
Til that almoosk al empty is the tonne 
The streein of lyf / now droppeth on the cliyinhe 
The -sely tonge / inay wel rynge and clijmihe 
Of wrecchednesse / that passed is fui yoore 
With olde folld saue dotage is namoore 
IJ/l^f^n that oure hoost / hadde herd this sermo^^^yng 
. ” He gan to / as lordly as a kyn< 3900
He seide / what amounteth al this ivii* 
Wh^h shul we speke alday of hoo^y ivrik 
The dcxiel / made a Beue for to preche 
And of a Soutere / Shipman or a leche 
Sey forth thy tale / and tarie nat the tyme 
Lo Depefor^d! J and it is half ivey jrryme 
Lo Grenewych j ther many a shrewo is Inne 
It were al tyme / thy tale to Ligynne 
"HO'w sires / quod this Ose'^^olld the Bene

' I pray yo-w alle / that ye nat yow grene 
Thogh I ansivere / and somdeel sette liis howue 
ffor leneful is / ivith force S force of showne H vim vi rep^iiere 
l This dronke Millere hath ytoold vs heer 
Hoiv th;it' LigyTod was; a Carpenteer 
Pdrauenturo in scorn / for I am oon 
And by yonre lene / I shal him quite anoon 
Eight in his cherles termes wol I speke 
I pray to god / liis nekke mote breke 
He kan ivel / in myn eye seen a stalke 
But in his oivene / he kan nat seen a Balke
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A. § 6. reeve’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 113

f Heere bigynnetli tbe Eeues tale

1 T Trumpyngton / nat fer fro Cantebrigge 
/B Ther gooth a brook / and one?- that a brigge 
f-S Vp on the which[e] brook / ther Slant a Me-lle 

JL iAnd this is verray sooth / Jat I yow telle 
A Millere / was ther dwellynge many a day 
As eny pecoV he was proud and gay 
Pipen he koude and tisshe / and nettes beete 
And turne coppes j and wel wrastle and sheete 
And by his bel.* he baar a long panade 
And of a swerd / ful trenchant was the blade 
A ioly poppere / baar he in his pouohe 
Ther was no man / for pc?-ii[ / dorste hym touche 
A Sheffeld thwitel / baar he in his hose 
Bound was his face / and camuse was his nose 
As piled as an Ape / was his skulle 
He was a Markek betere atte fulle 
Ther dorste no wight / hand vp on hym legge 
That he ne swoor / he shclde anon abegge 
A theeli he was / of corn and eek Mele
And that a sly / and vsaunt for to stele 
His name was hoote / deynous Symkyn 
A wyf he hadde / yeomen of noble kyn 
The person the toun / hir fader was 
With hire he yaf / ful ma^;y a panne o^ bras , 
ffor that Symkyn / sholde in his blood allye 
She was yfostred in a Konnerye 
ifor Symkyn / wolde no wyif / as he sayde 
But if she were / wel ynorissed and a mayde 
To sauen his estaat of yomanrye 
And she was proud / and as is a pye 
A ful fair sighte / was it vp on hem two 
On haly daye.s / biforn hire wolde he go
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114 GBO UP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Ellesmere MS.

With his typet / [yjhounde about his heed
And she cam after / in a gyte of reed 
And Symkyn / hadde hosen of the same 
Ther dorste no wight / clepen hire but dame 
Was noon so hardy / that wente by the weye 
That with hire / dorste rage / or ones pleye 
But if / he wolde be slayn of Symkyn 
With panade / or with knyf / or boidekyn 
ffoir l^a^i^ous folk / ben perilous eueremo 
AJ^gate / they wolde hire wyues wenden so 
And eek / for she was somdel smoterlich 
She was as digne / as water in a dich
As fttl of hoker / and of bismare
Hir thoughte / Jxat a lady sholde hire spare 
What for hire kym^ede / and hir nortelrie 
That she hadde lerned in the Nonnerie 
51 A dogl^^e:r hadde they bitwixe hem two 
Of twenty yeer / with^-outen any mo 
Sauynge a child / pat was of half yeer age 
In Cradel it lay / and was a p?--^j)re page 
This wenche thikke / and wel ygrowen was 
With kamuse nose / and eyen greye as glas 
Butt^okes brode / and brestes rounde and hye 
But right fair was hire beer / I wol nat lye 
51 This person of the toun / for she was feir 
In purpos was / to maken hire his heir 
Bothe of his catel / and his Mesuage 
And straunge / he made it of hir mariage 
His purpos was / for to bistowe hire hye 
In to som worthy blood of Auncetrye 
ffor hooly chirches good / moot been despended 
On hooly chirches blood / that is descended 
Therfore / he wolde his hooly blood honoure 
Though / thab he hooly ehirche sholde devoure 
Gret sokene / hath this Millere / out of doute 

With whete and Malb of al the land aboute
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wtoup A. § 6. reeve's tale. EUesmi^i'e MS.

And nameliche / ther was a greet Collegge 
Men clepen tlie Soler halle at Cantehregge 
Ther was hir whete / and eek hir mal.t ygronnde 
And on a day / it happed in a stounde 
Sik lay the Maunciple / on a maladye 
Men wenden wisly / that he sholde dye 
ffor which / this Millere / stai bothe mete and com 
An hundred tynie / moore than biforn 
ffor ther biforn / he stai but curteisly 
But now / he was a theef outrageously 
ffor which / the wardeyn chidde and made fare 
But ther of / sette the Millere naf a tare 
He craketh boost / and swoor it was nat so

Thanne were ther / yonge poure clerkes two 
That dwelten in this halle / of which I seye 
Tei^t^!^^ they were / and lusty for to pleye 
And ooi^l-y / for hire myrthe and reuerye 
Vp on the wardeyn j bisffy they crye 
To yeue hem lene / but a litei stounde 
To goon to Mille / and seen hir corn ygrounde 
And hardily / they dorate leye hir nekke 
The MiUere shold nat stele hem / h^^f a pekke 
Of corn by sleighte / ne by force hem reue 
And at the laste / the wardeyn yaf hem leue 
l^ohn highte that oon / and Aleyn heet that oother 
Of 0 toun were they born / that highte Strother 
ffer in the North / I kah nat telle where 
11 This Aleyn / maketh redy al his gere 
And on an hors / the sa^k he caste anon 
fforth goth Aleyn tiie clerk / and also l^oftn 
With good swertt /‘and bokeler by hir side 
l^ohn kneiv the wey / hem neded no gyde 
And at the Mille / the sak adoun he layth 
Aleyn spak first / al hayl BymOnd' yfayth 
Hou fares thy faire doghter / and thy wyiP 
H Aleyn welcome quod Symkyn / by my lyf
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116 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Ellesmere MS.

And l^ohn also / liow now / what do ye licer 
IT Symoncl quod l^olin / by god nede bas na peer 
Hym boes serue hym seine / tliat bas na swayn 
Or elles / he is a fool / as clerkes saj'n 
Oure Manciple / I hope / he wil be deed 
Swa wei^lkcs ay / the wanges in bis lieed 
And forthy / is I come / and eek A^l^ayn 
To g:rynde oure corn / and carie it ham agajm.
I pray yow j spede ts heytben that j'e may 
IT It shal be doon / quod Symkyn by my fay 
What wol ye doon / whil tbat it is in bande
II By God / right by tbe bopur wil I stande 
Quod l^ohii / and se / bow tbat tbe corn gas In 
Yet saugb I neuej'e / by my fader kyn
How tbat tbe bopur J wagges til and fra 
H Aleyn answerde / l^ohn wiltow swa 
G^^l^i^^ne wil I be bynetbe / by my croun 
And se / how j^<at the Mele falles doun 
In to tbe trougb / tbat sal be my dispoi^if 
ffo.r l^ohn yfaitb / I may been of yourc sort* 
I is / as ille a Millei^e / as are ye 
H This Mll^el^e / smyled of hir nj^^cetee
And tliogbte / ai this nys doon / but for a wyle 
They wene / pat no man may hem bigile 
But by my thrift / yet sbal I blere bir eyus 
ffor al the sleighte / in hir Pbilosophye 
Hie moore queynte crekes / tbat tliey make 
The moore wol I stele / whan I take 
In stide of hour / yet w^^ I yeue hem bren 
The gretteste clerkes / been nog^bt civjs^jst men 
As whUom to the w^^f / thus spak the'^Iare 

al bir Ai-* [ne] counte I noghk a tare
H Out at the dore / he gooth fbi pryuely 
IVban pat he saugE / his tyjne so:fte^Iy 
He looketb vp and doun / til he hath founde 
Tbe clcrkes hors / ther as it stood ybounde 
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GROUP A. § 6. reeve’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 117

Biliynde the Mille / vnder a lefsel 
And to the hors / he goth hym faire and wel 
He strepeth the biydel / right anon
And whan the hors was laus / he gynneth gon 4064 
Toward the fen / ther wilde Mares renne 
fforth with wehee / tluirgh thikke and thurgh thenne

This Millers gooth agayn / no word he seyde 
But dooth his note / and with the clerkes pleyde 
Til that hir corn / was faire and weel ygrounde 
And whan the Mele / is sakked and yhounde 
This l^ohn goth ouk and fynt his hors away 
And gan to crie / harrow and weylaway 
Oure hors is lorn / Alayn for goddes hanes 
Steps on thy feek com out man al atanes 
Allas / our wardeyn / has his palfrey lorn 
This Aleyn al forgal* / hothe Mele and corn 
Al was out of his mynde / his housbondrie 
What wlidlk way is he geen / he gan to crie

The wyf cam lepynge Inward with a ren 
She seyde allas / youre hors goth to the fen 
With wilde mares / as faste as he may go 
Vnthank come on his hand / that boond hym so 
And ho fat bettre / sholde han knyt the reyne 
11 All^as quod Aleyn / for cristes peyne 
Lay doun thy swerd / and I wil myn alswa 
I is fui wight god waak as is a raa 
By godj^des] herte / he sal nat scape vs bat,he 
Why nadstow pik the Capul in the lathe 
Ilhayl / by god Aleyn / thon is a fonne 
IT This sely clerkes / han fui faste yronne 
To-ward the fen / bothe Aleyn and eek lolin 
H VLid whan the Millere / saugli pat they were gon 
He ha^lf a busshel / hir flour hath take
And bad his wv^^ / go knedo it in [a] cake 
Ile seyde / I trowe the clorkes were afe:rd 
Yet kan a Millere / make a clerkes bei^d
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118 GROU.P A. § 6. reeve's tale.- Ellesmere MS.

ffor al Ills Ai^'* now’ lat hem goon hir weye 
Lo wher they goon / ye lat the children pleyo 
They gete hyni nat so lightly / hy my croun

Thise sely clerkes / rennen vp and donn 4100
Wi'^Ji keepe / keepe / stand? / stand! / l^ossa warderero 
Ga whistle thou / and I shal kepe hym heere 
BuP shoi’^ly / til that it was verray nj'ghP 
They koude nat / though they do al hir myghP 
Hir cap'iil cacche / he ran allw^;y so faste 
Til in a dych / they canghte hym atte laste 

ery and week as beest is in the reyn
' ' Comth s^^^ l^ohn / and wth him comth Aleyn 

All^as quod l^ohn / the day that I was born 
How are we dryue / til hethyi^g* and til scorn 
Oure co^n is stoln / me w’il vs fooles calle 
Bathe the wardeyn / and oure felawcs alle 
And namel,y / the Millere weylaway

Thus pleyneth l^ohn / as he gooth hy the way 
Toward the Mille / and bayard in his bond 
The Millere / sittynge / by the fyr he fond 
ifor it was nyghP and forther myghto they noghP 
But for the loue of god / they hym bisoghP 
Of her^bM^i^ive and of ese / as for hir peny

The Millere seyde agayn / if ther be cny 
Swich as it is / yet shal ye haue youre pa,rt/ 
Myn hous is streik but ye han lerned Ark 
Ye konne by Ar^gumeutz / make a place 
A myle brood / of twenty foot of space 
Lat se now / if this place may suffise 
Or make it rowm with speche / as in youre gise 
ATOw Symond! / seyde l^ohfi / by s^^nt Cutberd

' Ay is thou ttiyrie / mid this is faire answe:rd 
I haue herd seyd / man sal taa / of trva thynges 
Slyk as he fyndes / or taa slyk as he brj^mges 
But spec^i^]^l.y / I pray thee boost deere 
Get vs som mete and drynke / and make vs cheere
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GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. EUesi^ei'e MS. ll^O

And we wd payen / ti’OT^ely atte falle 
With em]^t;y hand / men may none kaukes tOlle 
Loo keere our siluer / redy for to spende 
T This Millere / in to toun kis dogliter sende 
ffor Ale and breed / and rosted kem a goos 
And boond hire hors / it skolde nat goon loos 
And in bis owene chambre / hem made a bed 
With sheetes and witk chalons / faire yspred 
Nogldf from bis owene bed / ten foot / or twelue 
His dog^^ter hadde a bed / al by hir seine 
Eigkt in the same chambre / by and by 
It myghte be no bet* and cause why ? 
Ther was no rommer herberwe in tlie place 
Tkey soupen / and they speke hem to solace 
And drynke euere / strong ale atte beste 
Aboute mydnjgrli* wente they to reste 
IT Wel hath tkis Millere vernyssSed his heed 
fful pale he was for-dronken / and nat reed 
He yexeth / and he speketh / tlmrgh the nose 
As he were / on the quakke / or on the pose 
To bedde he goth / and with hym goth his wyf

- As any l^ay / she light was and lolyf 
So was hir ioly whistle wel y-wet 
The Gradel / at hir beddes feet is set 
To rokken / and to yeue the child to sowke 
And whan dronken / al was in the crowke 
To bedde / went the doghter right anon 
To bedde wente Aleyn / and also I^ohn 
Ther nas na moore / hem neded no dwalo 
Tliis Millere / hath so wisely bibbed Ale 
That as an hors / he sno-rteth in his sleepe 
Ne o^ his tayl bihynde / he took no keepe 
His wyf bar him a burdon a ful strong* 
Men myghte hir rowtyng heere two furlong* 
The wenche rowteth eek / pa?" compaignye 
IT Aleyn the clerk / tliat herd this mclodye 
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12O group a. § 6. reeve's tale. Ellesmere MS.

He poked l^olifi / and seyde slepestow 
Herdtow euere slyk / a .ss^ng er now 
Lo wliilk a cowplyng' is ymel liern alle 
A. wilde fyr / Vp on thair bodyes falle 
Wha herkned eUere / slyk a ferly thy^n^g* 
Ye tliey sal haue / the flour of il endy^ng* 
Tliis lange nyght /' ther tydes me na reste 
But yet nafors / al sal be for the beste 
ffor loin seyde he / als euere moot I thryue 
If I may / yon wenche wil I swyue 
Som esemenb lias lawe yshapen vs 
ffor l^olln / ther is a lawe j tliat says thus 
That gif a man / in a poin* be ygreued 
Ttjat in another j he sal be releued 
Oui^O corir is stoln / shortly is lie nay 
And we han had / an il lit al this day 
And syn I sal haue neen amendeim^nif 
Agayn my los / I wil haue esemenb 
By God sale / it sal neon other bee 
H Tl^^^s l^ohn answerde / Alayn auyse thee 
The Millere / is a perilous man he seyde 
And gif that he / ont of bis sleepe abreyde 
He myglite doon vs / bathe a vileynye

Al^eyn answerde / I counit hjmi nat a flye 
And vp he rist / and by the wenche he crepte 
This wenche lay vprighte / and faste slcpte 
Til he so ny was / er she myghte espie 
That it had heen / to late for to crie 
And shoi^ltly for to seyn / they were aton 
Kow pley Aleyn / for I wol speke of l^ohu 
r^liis l^ehn lith stille / a furlong wey or two

And to hym se^^f / he maketh routhe and wo 
Al^l^as quod he / this is a wikked l^s^pe 
How may I seyn / that I is but an Ape 
Yet has my felawe / som what for his harm 
He has / the Milleris doghtcr / in his Arm 
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A. § 6. reeve’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 121

He auntred hyi» / and has his nedes sped 
And I lye / as a draf sek / in my hed 
And wheli this l^ape is tald anothe:r day 
I sal been halde a daf a cokenay 
I -vii. arise / and anntre it hy my fayth 
Vnhardy is vnseely / thus men sayth 
And vp he roos / and so^te].y he wente 
Vn to the cradel / and in his hand it hente 
And haar it softe / vn to the heddes feeif 
If Soone after this / the wyf hir rowtyng leek 
And gan awake / and wente hire out to pisse 
And cam agayn / and gan hir cradel mysse 
And groped beer and ther / hut she foond noon • 
Allas quod she / I hadde almoost mysgoon 
I hadde almoost goon / to the clerkes hed 
Ey henedicite / tiianne hadde I foule y-spcd 
And forth she gooth / til she the Cradel fond 
She gropeth / alwey forther with hir hond! 
And foond the hed / and thoghte noght hut good 
By cause / that the Cradel hy it stood 
And nyste wher she was / for it was derk’ 
But faire and wel / she creeps In to the clerk 
And lith ful stille / and wolde han caught a sleope 
With-Inne a while / this l^ohn the clerk vp ieepe 
And on this goode wyf / he leith on soore 
So myrie a hadde she nat fui yoore 
He priketh harde and soore / as he were mad 
This ioly lyf / han tinse two clerkes lad 
Til thak the thridde colk / higan to synge 
IT Aleyn wax wery / in the dawenynge 
ifor he had swonken / al the longe ny^^if 
And seyde / fare weel Malyne swooIo wiglllf 
The day is come / I may no longor hyde 
But eueremo / wher so I go / or ryde 
I is thyn awen clei^lk swa haue I seel 
If How de^(!iG lemman quod she / go fareweel
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J 22 GROUP A. § 6. reeve’s tale. Ellesmere MS.
But er thow go / o tlT^j’i^g* I wol th.ee telle 
Wl^i^au that thou w^en^d^e^is* homward by the Melle 
Right at the entree / of the dore blhynde 
Thou shalt a Cake / of half a busshel fynde 
That was ymaked / of thyn owene mele 
Which that I heelpe / my fader for to stele 
And goode lemman / god thee saue and kepe 
And with that word / almoost she gan to wepe

4 leyn vp list / and thoughte / er Jut it dawe
I wol go crepen In / by my felawe 

And fond the Cradel / with his hand anon 
By God thoughte he / al wrang I haue mysgon 
Myn heed is toty / of my swynk to nyght 
That maketh me / that I go nat aright 
I woot wel by the Cradel / I have mysgo 
Heere lith the Millere / and his wyf also 
And forth he goth / a twenty deuel way 
Vn to the bed / ther as the Millere lay 
He wende have cropen / by his felawe l^ohn 
And by the Millere In he creeps anon
And caughte hym by the nekke / and softe ho spaJk 
He seyde / thou l^ohn / thou swynesheed awak 
ffor cristes saule / and heer a noble game 
ffor by that lord / that called is seint l^^me 
As I haue thries / in this shorte ny^ght/ 
Swyued the Milleres doghter bo^t vpi’ighi* 
Whil thow h^tt as a Coward been agast 
IT Ye false harlof quod the Millere ha,^^ ? 
A false traitour / false clerk / quod he 
Thow shalt he deed / by goddes dignitoo 
Who dorste be so boo^ld / to dispaa/nge 
My dogliter / that is come / of swich lynage 
And by the throte bolle / he caughte Aiayn 
And he liente hym / despi:tou:sly agayn 
And on the nose / he snioi^lt hym with his fe^^ 
Doun ran tlie blody stream j vp on his brestt

ELLESMEBIi 122

4248

4252

4256

4260

4264

Peafsoj

4268

4272

4276

    
 



GROUP A. § 6. reeve s tale, llll^es^^eTe 123

And in the floor / -yhii nose and mont.h to-hroke 
They walwe / as doon two pigges in a poke 
And vp tkey goon / and doun agivj’n anon 
Til tliat the MiUere / spomed at a stoon 
And denn he fil / hakward vp on his wyf^l 
That wiste no thyng / this nyce stryf/ 
tfor she was falle aslepe a lite wight 
With l^ohn the clerk / that waked hadde al nyght 
And with the fai / out of h^r sleepe she hreyde 
Help hool.y croys of Bromhohn / she seyde 
In manus tuas / lord to thee I calle 
Awak Symond / the feend is on vs falle 
Myn herte is hroken / help I nam hut deed 
Ther lyth oon / vp on my womhe / and on myn hced 
Helpe Symkyn / for the false clerkes Ighte 
H This l^ohn stirte vp / as soouo as eueiP he myghte 
And graspe'th hy the walles to and fro 
To fynde a ^^af / and she stirte vp also
And knewe the Estres / het than dide this l^ohn 
And by the wal / a staf she foond anon 
And saugh / a litel shymeryng of a lighp 
ffor at an hole j In shoon the moone brigl^tf 
And by that li^^^if she saugh hem bothe two 
But sike^^ly / she nyste / who was who 
But as she saugh / a whit thyng in hir eye 
And whan she gan / the white thyng espye 
She wende the deilk hadde wered a voIupoop 
And wiM the staf / she drough ay neer and neer 
And wende han hiP this Aleyn at the fille 
And smoot the Millers / on the pyled skulle 
And doun he gootih / and cride harrow I dye 
Thise clerkes beete hym weel / and lete hym lye 
And groyCleU hem / and tooke hir hors anon 
And eek hire mele / and on hir wey they gon 
And at the Mille / yet they tooke luT cake 
Ot half a buss5ol flour / ful wel ybake
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124 GROUP A. § 6. reeve’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 
rPhus is the proude Millere wel ybete

And hath ylost / the gryndynge O: the whete 
And payed for the soper euerideel 
Of Aleyn and l^ohn / fiat bette hym. weel
His wyf is swyued / and his dog^^iter als 
Lo swich it is / a Millere to he fals 
And therfore this proue/be / is seyd ful sootlr 
Hym thar nat •^<3ne wel / that yuele dooth 
A gylour / shai hym self bigyled he 
And god / Jiat sitteth heighe in Trinitee 
Sane al this compaignye / grete and smale 
-•Tl.us have I quyp the MiUere in my tale 

IT Heere is ended the E^eues tale

[Slight 'break in the MS.f

[leaf 50, back]
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GRO'UP A. § 7. cook's prologue. HllusmorG MS. 125

IT T^e prologe of tlie Cokes Tale

4328

he Cook of London / that the Eeue spak
ffor ioye hlw thoughte / he clawed him on the halu 
Hl. ha. quod he / for cristes passion) 
This Millere / hadde a sharps conclusion)

Vpon his arguniMit j of herlergaga 
s ea’gg f^aloneoTi / hf a^1r l^^^aaj1e 

Hihsyyge na1; OTirjr n^on irnife) tiiyn hous 
Ne a^l^]^o^a^wo^nge hjr nnhnte is pch^loua 
Wrl oghlr a n^an h anyaed. fos to lio 
AVhona ah^nt hn brogr^le 1 in-^bi s^1s jiryuetee 
W^ny to hod I hr aauh o^e i^i^rhe and i^f^i^e 
I1 ^uert siaoge / I ylg01ay Hsgj^a o1 od'a]pe 
If 1hun h s ..LEoi^i h hj^t^t^ee yiaa a iferis: 
He hedda io a^itlice i^ .he He 
Be1 g^i^(:i forhri^^ g 1;hy; sOynal hieei^eandhe 
And 1^1ieT^c^l^e g if o'er^oacne-s^i^usf to hrece 
Ai^e1.; i1 me / 1;haii nm hni^e mon 
11sh)l1 yi^fv teUie/^ -^el at euen r han 
A a^1el I^a &e 1^n oo m ie ouie ieitei 
A 1is^e hon1o s^ars1’(i;^■do / ind sese^e I graunfe it thee 4344 
^J^c^oi ieUe oi^ Ii^os^al i lo oke Uis1 B; he aioo(o 
ffiii mail11 a nEI^e i lie^i1^-; l^e^^n ha^oa 

moi^y i ;^^li^1^e oe rgl^ui1e l^i^stoio igeold 
Aogi hei^n 1 tivies l^(^(^fi aae. .I^as lox^kl
Oe mal^el a ]:^11gsois^ / 1ia/toie engtei i^1^as 
ffoe nr iyy pisrari^ / oer al^l^a cri^(^ f^hc ii^ors 
e'Iitthgi h^ii ^tin 1 h^ltl/ iya -^;^us^e^h1 iioos 
ffoe in/hy elioppie ) fa ai^s^aysi 1i^'i lone 
taoiiiSel^(i 01/ O g^nl1l Eoj1)!? by (^i^y iiine 

ys^t11 Iina' ah^^ e Ei a^^1 iiit^/y foa yeme 
A man mayssaye ei^ a^oUi a in ioiae ind j^ley 
A Tln^u y^ei1 ffil st^c^ih 1 i^uod lRaJ5er by rn^y fyy
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126 GBOUp A. § 7. cook’s prologue. Ellesmere MS.
But soo1:h pley quaad pley / as tlie flemyng seith. 
And ther-fore / He:n-y Bailly / by thy feith 
Be thou na[t] wrooth / er we departen lieer 
Though that my tale / be of an Hostileer 
But nathelees / I wol nat telle it yif 
But er we parte / ywis tliou shalt be quit/ 
And tfie^ with al / be lougb and made cheere 
And seyde bis taie / as ye sbul after beere

\3liglit beak in the MS]
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CTsoup A. § 8. cook's tale. Ellesmere MS. 127

Heere bigynnetli the Cookes tale

4.368

Prentys -vlhlom dwelled / in oure Citee . 
And of a craf’f of vitailliers was hee 
Gaillard he was / as Goldfynch in the shawe 
Broun as a herye / a propre sho:rt f6l[a]w-e

With lokkes Make / ykempd fui fetisly 
Dauncen he konde / so wel and iohly o/the a>oii

Thait he was cleped Perkyn Eeuelour 
He was / as fui of loue and paramour 
As is the hyve / fui hony sweete
Wel was the wenche / with hym mygllte nieete 
At eue^ry hridale / wolde he synge and hoppe 
He' loved belt the Taueme than the shoppe 
IT lior / whan ther / any ridyng was in Chepe 
Out of the shoppe / thider wolde he lepe 
Til that he hadde / al the sighte yseyn 
And daunced wel / he wolde nat come ayeyn 
And gadered hym / a meynee of his soi^lt 
To hoppe and synge / and maken swich disp^i^lt 
And ther / they setten steuene for to meete 
To pleyen / at the dys in swich a streets 
ffor in the toun / nas ther no prentys 
That fairer konde caste / a paire dys 
Than Perkyn koude / and ther-to he was free 
Of his dispense / in place pryuetee 
That fond his maister wel in his chaffare 
ffoi- often tyme / he foond his box fui bare 
ffor sik6:^ly / a prentys Eeuelour 
That haunteth dys / Eiolt or paramour 
His maister / shal it in his shoppe abye 
Al haue he / no pai^lt oif the Mynstralcye 
ffoi’ thefte and Eiolt. they been conue’tible 
Al konne he pieve on gyterne / or Eibible
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128 GROUP A. § 8. cook's tale. Ellesmere MS.

[leaf 51, back]Beuel and troutlie / as in a lowe degree 
They been ful wrothe al day / as men may see 
IT This ioly p'/-^ntys / with his maister hood 
TH he were ny / out of his p?'ei^ti.shood 
Al were he snyhhed / hothe erly and late 
And somtiyme / lad with reuel to Bew^egate 
But atte laste / his maister hym hithoghte 
Yp on a day / whan he his papir soghte 
Of a pj’ouei’he / that se:ith this same word 
Wei het is roten Appui / out hoord 
Than pat / it rotie al the remenauwf 
IT So fureth it' hy a riotous seruauidf 
It is wel lasse harm / to lete hym pace 
Than he shende / alle the seruantz in the place 
Therfore / his maister / yaf hym Acquitance 
And. had hym go / with soxwe and with meschance 4412 
And thus this ioly prentys / hadde his leue 
jSTo^^w lat hym riote al the nyght / or lene 
And for ther is no the^^ / with-oute a lowke 
That helpeth hym / to wasten and to sowke 
Of that he hryhe kan / or horwe may 
Anon he sente his bed / and his array 
Vn to a compier / his owene [sort^J 
That louede dys / and E-cuel and dispi^i^tf 
And hadde a wyf / that heeld for contenance 
A shoppe / and swyucd for hir sustenance

[22 lines c 1 leaf of the MS blank]
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. gamelyN. Ro^yal MS 18 Cii. 1

APPENDIX TO GEODP A.
[THE SPUEIOUS TALE OP GAMIELYN.]

[fSpurons Link.\
Rut here I wil passe as now
And of jong Gamelyne I wil telle 50W

[leaf 56, back, foot]

2

[leaf 57]
1

4

12

[TaZe.] 
e tale of jong Gamelyn 

ithen and listenyth and herkenytli a right 
And 3e shul here a knyght
Sire l^ohn Bondys was his name
He coude norture and mochel game

Thre sones the knyght had and with his body hem wan 
The eldest was a moche schrew and sone he hi-gan 
His bretheren loued wel here fader and of him were a-gast 
The eldest disserued his fader curs awl h had hit at last 8 
The gode knyght his fader ljmed so jore 
That deth was com^^n him to and handlid him ful sore 
The good knyght cared sore sike jjer he lay 
How his children shuld lyuen after h^s day 
He had ben wide where but non husbonde he Was 
Al the londe that he hadde hit was purchas 
ffayn he wold it were dressed among hem alle • 
That eche of hem hadd his part as it myght falle 
Tho sente he in to centre after wyse knyghtes 
To helpen delen his londes 'and dressen hem to rightes 
He sent hem word by lethe jiai shuld hye blyue 
Jif thei wold speke with him while he was on lyue 

eoyal 18 c ii. 1

16

20

    
 



2 . iPPE TO GROUP A? GAMELYN. Eo^al MS 18 C ii.

Ttto pe herden syke fat he lay
HacL J^ei- no, rest nother nyght no day 
*1711 fei cpra'e to hkn fer he lay stille 

_(>r. his de^^f l^ed to a-bide goddes wiUe 
.Ti^n seide f^e good knyght sike fer he lay 
X^oid^es I jow warne for soth with-oute nay 
1 ma^ no lenger lyuen here in this stonde 
Ifor thorugh goddes wille deth drawes me to grounde 
Ther nas none hem aile fat herd hem a right
That thei hadden reuthe f^at Uke knyght
Arid seiden sire for goddes loue ne dismay 30W nought 
God may done hote of haie }^at is now I-wroglit 
Than spake f e gode knyght sike fer he lay 
Bot haie god may send I wot it is no nay 
But I hyseke 30W knyghtes for the loue o^ me 
Goth and dresseith my londes among my sones thre 
And for the loue of god de-^ith not hem amys 
And forjetef not Game^^yn my ^ong sone fat is 
Ta^^itf hide to that one as wel as to that other 
Seeld 3e seen any heier helpen his hrother
Tho leten }joi the knyght lyen fat was not in hele [leaf 57, lock] 

And wenten in to conseil his londis for tq dele 
ffor to delem hem aile to oon that was her f oght 
And for Gam^lyn was jongest he sludd haue noght 
Aile the lond f^at ther was f^ei dalten it in two 
And leten Gamejlyn fe jong with-outen lond go 
And eche hem sside to ofer fui lowde 
His hrefrin might jeue him lond when he good cowde 
When thei hadde deled the lond at her wille 
Thei comen to f e Ic^jyggit j^er he lay stille 
And told him a-noon how thei had wroght 
And the knyght ther he lay likid it right noght 
Than saide the knyght by se;ynt ma:rlyn 
ffor al f^at je haue don jet is fe lond myn 
ffor goddes loue Neighhoures stondith aile stil 
And I wil delen my lond right after my wil
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APPENDIX TO GRODiP A. GA^n^I^TtN. ROyalMS 1|C ij. 3 

l^oh^n my eldest sone shal haue p^owes fyue ' :

That was my fadres heritage while he Was ©a i^JWR.. 

And my myddlest sone fyue plowes of Ipnd ,
That I halpe for to gete wit my right bond,,' 
And alle myn opor parchas londes and ledes • ■ •
J^at I he-quethf; Gamelyii aTid alle my gode stedes 
And I be-seke 30W good men pob law con lond 
fibr Gamelyns loue fat my quest stond «
Thus dalt pe knyght his iond by bis day 
Eight on his deeth bed sike per he lay 
And sone afterward he lei stoen stille 
And died whan tyme come as it was cristes wille 
A-none as he was dede and vnder gras grave 
Sone pe elder brother giled the ^ong knave 
Ho toke in to his honde his lond and his lede 
And Game^^yn . him seine to clothen and to fede 
Ho clothed him and fedde hym yuel and eke wrothe 
And lete his londes for-fare and his houses bothe 
His parkes and his wodes and dide no thing wehe 
And sithen he it a-bowght on his owne feile 
So long was Gamelyn in his brothres halle 
ffor po strengest good wiUe pei douteden him alle 
Ther was none ther-in nope:r ^^ng ne old 
That wold wrath Gamelyn were he nene?’ so hold 
Gamc^^yn stood on a day in his brotheris ^eird 
And bi-gan with his hand to hondd his berd 
Ho pought on his landes pat lay vnsawe 
And his faire okes pat doune wcre Tdrawe 
His parkes were broken and his dere reved 
Of alle his good stedes noon was him by-leued 
His howses were vnhiled and ful yuel dight 
Thoo poT^:jt Gamelyn it went not a-right 
Afterward came his brother walking tliere 
And seide to gamelyn is eure mete jare 
Tho wrathed him Gamelyn and swore by goddes booke 
Thow shalt go hake thi se^^ I wil not be thi cooke 92

BOYAD 18 c ii. 3

30

• 64

68

72

76

80

[leaf 48]
84

88
    

 



4 APPENDjIX to group A. GAMELYN. Eoyal MS 18 C ii.

li’ow brojjer Game^^yn hoAv ans'^t^i’ist fow now 
Thou spakest neu^f^f snclie a word as foiw dost now 
By my fcitli scide Gamelyn now me thinkith ncdc 
Of alle fe harmes Jia^ I haue I toke neuer jet liede 9» 
My parkes ben broken and my dere by-reved 
Of myn armes and my stedes nogbt is me byl^eued 
Al my fader me bi-qnaj) al goth to sliame
And )^ee-f<^:re haue pou goddes curs brother by thyn name lOO 
Than spake his brother fat rape was of rees 
Stand stille gadling and hold pi pees 
^ou sha^t he fayn to haue fi mete and fi wede 

spekest pou gadling of lond or of lede
^an seide Gam^^yn fe child fat jyng
Cristes curs mote he haue pat elepith me gadling 
I am no wtoe gadlyng ne no worse 'viglit 
But borne of a lady and geten of a knyght 
^Ne dorst he note to Game^hn neu^^ a fote go 
But clepid to him his men and seide to hem tho 
Goth and betith this boy and reueth him his witte 
And lete him lerne an other to answere me bette

' Then salde fe child jong Gamelyn
Cristes curs mote pou haue brother art fou my^i 
And jif I shai algate he beten a-noon 
Cristes curs mote fou haue but fou be that oon 
And anon his brother in ft grete bete 
Made his men to fette staifes Game^Iyn to bete 
When eue^’y o^ hem hadd a staff T-^f^men 
Game^lyn was war poo he seigh hem comen 
Tho Gamf^lyn sighe hem comen he loked otier alt 
And was warre a pestel stood vnder fe umlle 
Gamelyn was light and pi^der con he lepe 
And d-offf aUe his brothers men right sone on hepe 
And lokid as a wild lyon . and laide on gode wone 
Tiro his b-ethcr sei J^at he by-gan to gone 
He fley vp in to a loft and shete fe dore faste 
Tliis Gam(^l.yn with his pestel mad hem al a-gaist
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. RoOfal MS 18 ClL 5
Some for gamcl-yns loue and some for eye 
Alle thei drowlien hem to halues ])oo he gan to pleye 
What now seide Game^lyn enel mote |e thee 
Wil 36 bi-gynne contik and so sono ilee 
Gamelyn soght Ms hrofer whii^f^ic he was flow 
And sanhe where he lokid onte at a wyndowe 
Brother said Game^lyn come a litei nere 
And I wil teche the a play at the bokelere 
His brother hym answerid and seid by se:tnt Bichere 
"Virile jjat pestel is in thi hond I wil come no nere 
Brother I wil make thi pees I swere by cristes ore 
Cast a-way fe pestel and wrathe the nomore 
I moste nede saide Gamee-yn wrath me at ones 
ffor fou wold make fi men to breke my bones 
He hadde I hadde ma;yn and might in myn armes 
To haue hem fro me thei wold hane do me harmes 
Gamee.yn saide his brother be J^ou not wrothe 
ffor to seen the haue hanne me were right lothe 
I ne did it noght brefJe?• but for a fondyng 
ffor to loken or f^on art strong and art so }yjig 
Come a-dorme then to me and g^aunt me my bone 
O: a thing I wil the axe and we shul sauglit soue 
Docvu fan come his brofer that fykel was. and felle 
And was swith sore a-iferd of fo pesteiH: 
He saide brother Game^lyn axe me fi bone 
And loke jieu me blame but I it graunt sone 
Than saide Gamelyn brother I was 
And we shul be at one fwu most grau?it me this 
Alle fat my fadi^ me by-quaji while ff^ti he was on lyue 
Thou most do me it haue 3^ we shul not stryve 
J3at shat fou haue Game^lyn I swere by cristes ore 
Alt f^at fi fader fe bi-quath fo^ugh fou woldest haue more 
Thi lond that lith leie wel it shai be sowe 
And thyn houses reised vp fat ben leide fui lowe 
Thus saide the knyght to Game^tyn with mouth 
And f^ought on falsenes as he wel couthe
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B APPENDIX TO GEO^P A. GAMEDTN, Royal MS 18 C ii.
The knyght |)OUfjlrfc on treson and Game^lyn on none [leaf 69] 
And went and kissed his brother and when Jiei were at one 
Alas 3ong Gam^].yn no tliing he ne wisi^e 
With suche false treson his hrother him kyste 
Lynthenyth and lysteneth and holdith . tong
And je shul bere talkyng of Gamelyn the jong 
Ther was ther he siden cried a wrastelynge 
And ther fore ther was sett a Ram and a Rynge 
And Gamee^yn was in wille to wende peto 
ffor to preuen his miglit what he coude do 
Brother seide Gamee^yn he seint Richere 
Thou most lene m.e to nyglit a litel cursere 
That is fr^essh to pe spores nn for to ride 
I most on an Rrand a litel here he side 
Be god saide his brother of stedes in my stalle 
Go and diese the pe best spare non of hem alle 
Of stedes and of cursers that stoden hem he side 
And teile me good hrother whider pon wilt ride 
Here he side brotber is cried a wrastlynge 
And per fore shal he sette a ram and a rynge ' 
Moche worship it were brotber to vs alle
Might I pe ram and pe rynge hryngen home to pis halle 
A stede pe was sadeeted smi^e^t^ly and skete 
Gamelyn dide a paire spores faste on his fete
He sette his foto in pe stirop the stede he hy-strod 
And toward pe wrastlynge the y^ong child rood 
Tho Gamelyn pe yonge Avas riden oute at gate 
The fais knyght his hrother loked yit after f^ate 
And hi-sought ihesu crist that is heuen kynge 
He mighte hreke his nekke in that wrast^^r^ge 
As sone as Gameeiyn come ther the place was 
He light doun of his stede and stode on the gras 
And ther he herde a frankelen weylaway synge 
And hi-gan hitterly his bandes for to -w^ynge 
Gode man seide Gamee^yn whi makest pon pis fare 
Is ther no mau that may jow helpen out of care 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAM^^TN. E^j^all^SSLSCu. 1

208

212

216

All^is seide J)i.s frinkeLeau tliit euer wis I l^ore 
ffor twei stilworth. sones I wene thit I hiue lore 
A Chimpion is in pe plice pit hith wroght me sorowe 
ffor he hith sliyn my two sones hut jif god hem borwe 
1 Wol. ^5ue ten pound! hy ihesu crist ind more 205
With pe nones pit I fond i min to hindle hym sore [tf w.bk] 
Gode min seide Gimelyn wilt pou wel done 
Hold myn hors while my min driwith oi my shone 
And helpe my min to hepe my clothes and imy stede 
And I wil in to pe plice gone to loke jif I miy spede 
By god se;ide pe frinkeleyn it shil he done 
I wil my seli! he thi min to driw of thi shone 
And wende pou in to plice ihesu criste the spede 
And drede not of thi clothes ne of pi gode stede- 
Birfoot ind vngirt Gimely In cime 
Alle pals were in pe plice hede of him pei nim.e 
How he durste iuntre him to done his myght

wis so doughti i Ciiimp:ion in wristling and in fight
Vp sterte pe Chimpion ripely i-none 
Towird }ong Gimel-yn he hy-gin to gone 
And se:ide who is pi fider and who is pi sire 
ffor sdthe pou irt i grete fool pit pou eome here 
Gimee.yn inswerid pe Chimpion tho 
Thon knew wel my fider while he couthe go 
WMles he wis on lyue by seint Mirtyn 
Sire l^ehin of Boundis wis his nime and I gime:lan 
ffeliw seide pe Chimpion so mote I thyue 
I knew wel pi fider whiles he wis on lyue 
And thi self geme^yn I wil pit pou it here 
While pou were i jong hoy i moche schrew pou were 
Thin seide Gimd.yn and swore hy cristes ore 
How I im older wix pou shilt iande me i more 
By god seide pe Chimpi^on) wel come mote pou he 
Come pou ones in my hond pou shilt neuez' tho 
It wis wel with-Inne the nyght and the mone shone 
W^^ien Gime^^yn ind the Chimpion to-gedre gon gone 
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The Champion, cast' tomes to game^^yn fat was presta . 
And gam^l^^ stode and bade hinj-done his best 
Than seide Game^lyn to fe Champion 
Thou art fast aboute to bryng me a-douw 
jSTow I haue proued mony tomes thyne
Thou most he seide proue on or two of myne 
Gamelyn to fe Champion jede smeirte^ly a-none 
Of alle 'the tomes fat he couthe he shewid him but one 
And kest him on the lift side fat fe ribbes he brake 
And f^ert^o his one arme fat jaf a grete crak* 
Than seide gameilyn sm^]^l^].y a-none 
Shal it be hold for a cast or elles for none 
By god seide fe Champion whefer it be 
He f^at copieth ones in thi honde shal he neuer tlie 
J^an seide J^e frankeleyn f^at hadd his sones there 
Blessed be fou Gamelyn fat euei! f^ou bore were
The frankeleyn seide to f e Champion on hym stood hym no 
This is jong Gamelyn fat taght fe this pleie 
A-jen vnswared f' Champion fat liked no f^i^ng wel 
He is altther maister and his pleie is right felle 
Sithen I wrastelot first it is gone jore 
But I was noueir in my lfl* handeled so sore 
Game].yn stode in f e place anon with-out serke 
And seid jif fer ben mo lete hem come to werke 
The Champion fat payned hym to wirke sore 
Hit se^^^th hi his continance f^at he wil no more 
Gamelyn in fe place stood stille as stoon 
Ifor to a-byde wrastlinge but fer come none 
Ther was noon with gameJ^.yn f^at wold wrastle more 
fior he handlid fe Champion so wondei^^y sore 
Two gentd men jemed f e place 
Come to Gamelyn god ^j^ue him gode grace 
And seide to him do on thi hosen and fi shone 
ffor sothe at fis tyme pi^s faire is done 
And fan seide Game^lyn so mote I wel fare 
I haue not jet haluendel sold my ware
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Tho. seide the Champion so trok I my swere 
He is a fool pat ther-oJf hieth pou sellest it so dere 
Thoo seide the ffrankeleyn pat was in moche care 
ffela\y he seid whi lakkest pou pis ware 
By seynt l^s^me in Galys pat mony man hath soght 
3it is it to good chepe that pou hast bought 
Tho pat wardeyns were of pat wrastlinge 
Come and hrought Game].yn pe Ea?»me and pe rynge 
[...............................................................

276

280

284

288

...................................... na gap in iluf Jtf/S?.] 
And went with moche ioye home in pe mornynge 
Bis hrother seie wher he came with pe grete route 
And bade shit pe gato and hold hym with-oute 
The porter of his lord was sore a-gaste 
And sterte anon to pe gate and lokkid it faste . 
Now lithep and U^t^^i^;ythe bope jong and old 
And je shul here gam^n of Gamelyn pe hold 
Game].yn come ther-to for to haue com^n In Poac eo. back]
Than was it shet fast with a pyn 292
Than seide Game][yn Porter vndo pe jate 
ffor gode mannys sore stonde per ate
Than answerid pe porter and sware hy goddes herd
Thou ne shall Gamelyn come in to pis jerde 296
Thou lixt seid Gamelyn so broke I my chyne
Be smote the wiket with his foote and brake away the pyne 
The porter sey tho it might ne better be 
Be sette foote on erthe and by-gan to flee 
By my fai seide gamelyn pat trauaile is lore 
i or I am on foote as light as pou haddest it swore 
Gamel;yn ouer toke pe porter and his tene wrake 
And girt him in the nekke pat pe boon to-brake
And toke him by pat on arme and threw him in a welle 
Vij°. fadame it was depe as I haue herd teile 
Whan Gamelyn pe jong pus had plaied his plaie 
Alle pat in pe ^^e-de were drowen hem a-waye 308
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10 APPENDIX TO GROUP A. gam^slyn, Ko;yal MS 18 C ii.
J^ei dreden hiia ful sore for werke fat he wroghte 
And for fe faire co^nipanyo Jja^l; he fi^der hroghte 
Gamelyn ^jde to Jie jate and lete it vp wide 
Ho lete In alle fat gon wold or ride 
And seide je he welcome witli-out any greue 
ffor we wil he maistei^s here and axe no man lene 
3istorday I lefC seide jong Gamelyn 
In my hro^l^l^il selef fyue tonn wyne 
I wil not J)i.s companye parten on twyn^e 
And je wil don after me while sope is f.^e'-Ine 
And jif my hrother grucohe or make foule chere 
Other for spence of mete and drjfn^]* fwt we spend here 
I am oure Catour and here oure Alther purse 
He shal h-ue for liis grucching seint marie curse 
My hrofer is a nygon I swere hy cristes ore 
And we wil spende largely fat he hath spared jore 
And who fat make grucching J^at we here dwell^o 
He shal to J^e porter in to Jje draw We^Ue 

Vij. dayes and vij nyght Gamelyn held his fest 
With moche solace was there and none ehest 
In a litel torret his hrother ley steke
And se;y hem wast his gode and dorst not speke 
Erly in a mornyng on the vnj. day 
The gestes come to Gamelyn and wold gon he:!'’ way 
Lordes seide Game^lyn wil je so hye 
Aft fe wyn is not jet dronke so hrowke I myn eie 
Game^lyn in his hert was fui woo 
When his gestes tolte her leue fro him forto go 
He wold fe had dwelled lenger and f^ei saide nay 
But hy-taught gamelyn god and goode day 
Thus made Gam^;^;yn his fest and hroght it wel to end 
And after his gestes tolte leue to wende 
Lithef and listenyth and holdith jeure tong 
And je shul here Gamen of Gamelyn fe jong 
He^kin;yth lordinges and listinif a right 
MTien alle gistis were gon how Gamelyn was dight 
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Alle tlie wliilc pat Gamelyn held his mangerie
His hrotlier Jjought on liim be \i^(^]te wit^h. bis treclierie 
Tho Gamelyns gestes were ridsn and goone 
Gamel.yn stode anone allene frend hadde be none 
Tho after felle sone witb-In a htul stonde 
Gamel-yn was tali^en and fui bard I.-bonde 
Ifol•th come tbe false knygbt out of fe solere 
To game]^;yn bis brotber be jede fui nere 
And seldo to gamelyn wbo made tbe so holde 
ffor to stroien my store of my bouslioldo 
Brothor soido Gamee-yn wratb tbe rigbt noght 
ffor it is mony day gone sitb it was bog^bt 
ffor hrothor pan bast bade by seint Elcbero 
Of XV. plowes of lond f^is sixtono jere 
And of alle fe bostos f^ou bast forp bredde 
plat my fader me by-qu^^p on bis def bedde 
op alle f^is sixteno jere I jcue tbe fe prowe 
ffor tbe moto and tbe drinke fat we baue spondod uow 
Than seido Po false knygbt euyl mote be tbe 
Horkon brotber Gemolyn wbat I wil jeue tbe 
fPor my body brether hoire goton heuo I neno 
I wil make pe myn oyor I swere by seinit l^eben 
Parfay seide game^lyn and it so be 
And pou p^i^nkest as fu seist god jeld it tbe 
No tbing wist Gamelyn bis brothor gile
Thol: pore be bim hy-gilod in a litui wbile 
Gameeyn seid be oo p^i^ng I tbe teile 
Tho fou threw my porter in tho draw wolle 
I swore in pat wratb and in p^at^lelto meeto
That pou shuldest be bonde both bond and peoto [lelfP^I. bCi] 
[..............................................................
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ffor to holden myn a-vow as I the by-heeto 
Bretbor soide Gamelyn as mote I tbe 
Jlou sbalt not be por-swore Por p^e Ious oiP me 
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Tlio maden thei Game^lyn to sitte rayght not stonde 
Til J^ei hadd him lionet bofe foote and honde 
The fais knygbt bis brotber of Gamelyn was a-gast 
And sent after feteres to feteren him fast 
His brother made lesinges on him f^ere be stode 
And told hem fat comen In fat Gamelyn was wood 
Gamelyn stood to a post bonden in f e halle 
Tho fat comen In loked on bim alle 
Euere stode gam(d.j^ii enen vp right
But mete ne drinke had he none nofer d^^ ne nyght 
Than saide gamelyn brother by myn hals 
Now I haue aspied f^on art a paj-:i fals 
Hadde I wiste fe treson fat fou hast I-fond 
I wolde haue jeue strokes or I had be bond 
Ga;me^lyn stode bond stille as any stone
Two daies and two nyghtes mete hadde he none 
Than saide gam^i^^n fat stod I.-bond strong 
A^dam spenser me ^inkef I fast to long 
Adam spencer now I beseche the 
ffor the moche loue iny fader loued the 
3if J^ou may come to the keys lose me out of bond 
And I wil parte with the of my fre lond* 
J^en saide adam fat was fe spencer 
I haue serued thi brother f^is xvj. ^ere 
3if I lete the gon out his beure 
He wold say after-ward I were a traitour 
A^dam seide Gamelyn so browke I myn hals 
Thou shal fynd my brother atte fe last fais 
Ther-fore brother A^^am lose me out of bondes 
And I. wil parte with J^e of my fre landes 
Vp suche forward seid Adam I-wis 
I wil do f^erto alle fat in me is 
Adam seide Gamelyn as mote I the 
I wil holde fe ooue:launt and fou wil me 
A-none as A^dame lord to bed was gone 
Adam toke fe keys and lete gam^^yn out a-none 
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He Tn].okked game^lyn 1)0t1i hondes and feete 
In kope o’ auaiincement fat ke kim ky-kete 
Tkan salde Game].yn fanke.d ke goddes sonde 
How I am lose kotke fole and konde , 
Hadde I now eten and dronken arigkt 
Tker is none in this hois skuld kynde me j)»s nygkt 
Adam toke Game].yn as stille as any stone 
And lad kim into spenee raply a-none 
Apd sette kirn to soper rigkt in a priie stede 
He kade kirn do gladly and Adam so dede 
Anon as Gamel-yn kadde eten wel and fyne 
And perto I-dronken wel of fe red wyne 
Adam seid Gamidyn wkat is now pi rede 
Or I go to my krotker and gird of kis kede 
Gamelyn seide Adam it skal not ke so 
I con teoke pe a rede paa is wortk Jie two 
I wote wel for sotke pat is no nay 

We sknl kaue a mangerie rigkt on sonday 
Akkotes and prioures mony kere skal ke 
And oper men holy ckircke as I teile [pe]
^ou skalt stond vp ky tke post as fou were kond fast
And I sckal lene kem vn-loke fat arva^y fou may kem cast 
Wkan fat fei kaue eten and wassken her kondes
Jjow skalt ke-seke hem alle to kring fe out of kondes 440 
And jif fei wiji korow tke fat were gode game 
]^a,n were fu out of piYson and I oute of klame
And yf ecke kem sa^' to vs nay And if ecke
I skal do an other I swere ki fis day 
Tkory skalt kaue a gode st^^ and I wil kaue anofer 
And cristes curs kaue fat oon fat faile[> f^at ofer 
3e for god seide Game^lyn I sei it for me 
If .1 faile on my syde yuel mote I tke 
?if we slnl algate assoile kem of ker synne 
Warne me krotker Adam wkan we schul ky-gynn 
Game^lyn said Adam ky seint charite 
I wil warne the ky-forne wkan it skal be 
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Whan. I wynke on the loke for to gone 
And cast away Ifetres and come to me anone
A^dam saide hless/d be thi bones
})at is a good conseil ^euen for pe nones 
3if JiiIl werne me to bring out of bondes 
I wil Shiite good strokes right on her lendes
Tho fe sondaay was comen and folke to fn feste [lear 02, bacU] 

ifaire J^ei were wel-comed both lest and nieste 
And eueire as Jjei at halle dore coirn Inne 
Thei cast here ej'^e on ^^ng Gamelyne 
The fais knyght his hroJ^eer fui of tiechery 
AUe fe gestes fat ]^ere were at fe mangery 
Of Gam^l^;yn his brother he told hem with mouthe 
Alle fe harmc and po shame fat he telle conthe 
Tho fei were I-serued of messes two or thre 
Than seide Gami^eyn how seme je me 
It is noght wel semed by god fat aft made 
J3at I sitte fasting and oper men make glade 
The fais knyght his brother fer as he stode 
Tolde alle gestes fat Gam^elyn Was woode 
And Game^lyn stode stille and answarid noght 
But Adams wordes he held in his thoght 
Tho Gamelym gan speke de<^l^:£’iulli with alle 
To fe grete lordes fat saten in fe halle 
Bordes he seide for cristes passion 
Helpe to bring Gamelyn out of prison 
Than saide an Abbot sorow on his -eheke
He shal haue cristes curs and seint maries eke 
flat fe out of pryson beggi^Jf or borwe 
But euer worth him wel fat doth the moche sorwe 
After fat Abbot fan spake anofer 
I wold fyn heed were of f^oghe f^ou were my brofer 
Alle fat fe borwe foul mote hem falle 
Thus j^ei saide alle }^at were in the halle 
Than saide a Priour euel mote he preue 
It is grete sorw awl care boy fou art on lyue
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.Ow seid Gamelyn so browke I my bone 
Now I haue spied Jett frendes haue I none 
Cnrsed mote he worth both tlesshe and blood 
))at euer do)) priour or Abbot any good 
Adam ))e spencer toke vp fe clotbe 
And loked on Gamelyn and say Joi he was wrothe 
Adam on the pantrie litul he Jic^igiht
But two gode staues to halle dore he broght 
Adam loked on Game].yn and he was war anone 
And cast awa;y the fetres aM bi-gan to gone 
Tho he cam to Adam he toke ))6 on st^ff
And by-gan to worche and good strokes jaB [leaf ?]
Gamelyn come in to pe halle and the spencer bothe 
And lokid hem a-boute as pel hadde ben wrothe 
Gamelyn boli water wih an Mcen spire
That some that stod vp right fel in fe fire 
pJer was no lewed man pat in pe halle stoode 
That wold do Gamelyn any thing but goode 
But stoden by siden and lete hem bothe wirclie 
ffor ))ci hadde ne reweth of men of holy chirche 
Abbot or priour Monfc or chanown
That Game^lyn ouertoke anone fei ^eden down 
Thcr was none alle fat with his stalf mette 
pat he made hem oiier throw and quite hem his dette 
Game^lyn said Adam for seint charite 
Bay gode lyueray for fe loue of me
And I wil kepe j)e dore so euer bere I masse

’ Er p)^i ben assfdled per shai none passe
Doute the noght seide Gamelyn while we ben in fere 
Kepe wel fe dore and I wil wirche bere 
Bi-stere pe gode Adam and let fer non fle 
And we sbul telle largeli how moiry fat per he 
Game^^yn s^ide Adam do hem but goode
Thei ben men of boli chirche draw of hem no blood 
Saue wel fe crowne and do hem no harmes 
But breke bothe ber legges and sithen ber armes 
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536

540

Thus GameJtyn and A^dam wroght right fast 
And plaide with the monkes and made hem aga^t 
Thider fei come tiding Ioly with swaynes
And home a-:)eyn J)ei were lad in cartes and wwaynes 528
Tho fei hadden alle I-doo fen seide a gray frere 
Alas sire Abbot what cli.d we no* here
Tho fat we comen hider it was a cold reede
Vs hadde ben bett^^r at home with water and with brede 532 
Whil^e Gamelyn made ordres of monkes and frere 
Euer stode his brother and made foul chere 
Game^Iyn vp with his staff fat he wel knew 
And girt hipi in fe nek* fat he ouer threw 
A litil a-boue fe gyrdel fe rigge bon to-bra^t 
And sette him in pe fetres fer he sat arst 
Sitte fer brother seide Gamelyn 
ffor to colen fi body as I did myn.
As sucche as fei hadden wroken hem on her foon [leaf os, back] 

Thei askid water and wasshen a-none
What some for, here loue and somme for her awe 
Alle fe seruauntes seruet hem of the beste lawe 
The sherreue was f enne but fyue myle 
And alle was told him in a litil while 
How gaimelyn and Adam haden don a sivry res 
Bounden and wounden men a-jens the kynges pees 
Tho by-gan sone strif for to wake 
And the s' ■ errif aboute Gamelyn forto take 
How lithef and listenef so god jeue 30W good fyne 
And je shul here gode game of jong Game].yn 
flfoure and twenti jong men fat beiden hem fui bold 
Come to f^e shirreue and seide fat fei wolde 
Game^lyn and A^dam fette by here fay 
The shirreue jeue hem leue soth for to say 
Thei hyeden fast wold f^ei not lynne 
Til f^ei come to fe gate fer Gamelyn was Inne 
Thei knokkeden on fe gate fe porter was nyghe 
And loked out at an hole as man that was slighe
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The porter hadde he-hold hem a litil while 
He loued wel Gamelyn md was diad of -gile 
And let Je wyket stond ful stille 
And asked hem with oute what was here Wi.le 
fior alle fe giete companye pan spake but one 
Yndo pe gate porter ani lete ys in gone 
Than saide pe porter so brouke I my chyn 
Je shul saye ^oure erant er je come Ine 
Say to Gamfjlyn and Adam jif peire wU be 
We wil speke with -hem two wordes or thre 
ffelaw saide pe porter stande per stille 
And I wend to Gamellyn to wyte his wille. 
In went pe porter to gamelyn a-none
And saide sire I warne 30W hue be comen joure foon 
The shirrculs men ben atte pe gate ■ 
I^or to take jow both shul je not scape 
Porter seid Gamelyn so mote I wel the 
I wil alloove pe pi wordes when I my tyme see 
Go a-geyn to pe gate and dwlUl with hem a while 
And pou shalt se right sone porter a gile 
Adam seide Gamellyn loke pe to gone .
We haue foo men atte gate and fIendls neuer one 1 
Hit ben pe Shirrluls men pat hider ben comen 
Thei be swore to-geder pat we shal be nome 
Gameeyn said Adam hye the right blyue 
And if I faile the pis day niel mote I thryue , 
And we shul so wll-ceme pe ShirI^euls men 
That some of hem shal make her beddes in pe fen 
At a postlrnl gate Gamelyn out went 
And a good CartstaP in his hond hent 
Adam hente sone an othu grete staP 
ffor to helpen Gamelyn and good strokes 
Adam fei tweyne and Gamelyn fei thre 
The other sette feete on erth and by-gan to flee 
What saide Adam so euer here I masse 
I haue right good wyn drynke or je passe 
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Nay ty god seide J)ei pi drinke is not goode 
It wold make mannes brayn to lien in bis hoode 
Gamelyn stood stille and lokid him a-boute 
And saide Je shirreue cometh with a grete route 
Adam seide Gamelyn what ben now Ji redes 
Here comet^h Je sherreue and wil haue oure hedes 
A^dam seide to Gamelyn myn rede is now Jis 
A^-bide we no lenger lest we fare amys 
I rede Jat we to wood gone or Jat we be fonde 
Better is Jer louse pan in towne be bounde 
Adam toke bi the hond ^^ng gameSlyn 
And eu^^’y of hem drank* a dragh^i of wyn 
And after token her cours and wenten her way 
Tho fond Je sherreue nyst but none eye 
The sherreue light doane and wente in to halle 
And fond Je lord fetred fast with alle 
The shirreue vnfetered him right sone anone 
And sent after a leche to hele his rigge hone 
Late we now Je fals knyght lie in his care 
And take we o^ Gamelyn and loke how he fare 
Gamelyn in to Je wood stalkid stille 
And Adam spencei* liked right ille 
A^dam swore to Gamelyn by seint Eichere 
Now I see it is mery to be a spencer 
That leuer me were keys to bere 
Than walken in Jis wild woode my clothes to tere 
Adam seide Gamelyn dismay Je right noght peaf m, back]
Mony good mannys child in care is broght 631
As thei stod talkyng bothen in ffere
Adam herd talking of men and nyghe him Jought Jei were 
Tho Gamelyn vnder wood lokid a-right 
Seuen score of jong men he se wel I-dight 
Alle sate at Je mete compas aboute 
Adam seide Gamelyn now haue I uo doute 
After baie comelih bote Jorgh goddes might 
Me thinke of mete and drinke y haue a sight
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Adam loke tho vmler wode hough
And tho he say mote and he was glad I-nough 
ffor he hoped to god to haue his dele 
And he was sore alonged after a gode mole 
As he saldo pat word Jje maister outlawe 
Sawgh Adam and Gamelj’ii vnder wode shawe 
?onge men salde fe maistei? hi ]e gode rode 
I am war of gestes god send vs gode 
Yonde hen two yonge men wel I-dight 
And parauenture ther hen more who so loked aright 
Ariseth vp yong men and fette hem to me 
It is good pa we witten what men thei he 
Vp ]<3r sterten seuene fro pe dyner 
And metten wif gamiell^w and Adaip spencer 
Whan thei were nighe hem pm seide pa one 
Yeldeth vp ^onge men joure howes and ponre flone 
Than saide Gamelyn that ponge was o{ elde 
Moche .sorowe mote fei haue ] at to pow hem pelde 
I course none other hut right my selue 
Thei p6 fette to pow fyue fan he po twelue 
J3o fei herde hy his word that might was in his arme 
Ther was none of hem fat wolde don hem harme 
But seide to Gamelyn myldely and stille 
Come a-fore oure maistre and sai to him fi wille 
Jonge men saide Gamelyn hi poure lewte 
Wliat man is pour maister that po with he 
Alle fe answerde with-oute lesinge 
Cure maist;er is crowned oi outlawes kynge 
Adam seide Game^lyn go we in cristes name 
He may neither mete ne drinke weme vs for shame 
Jif fat he he hende and come of gentfL hlood 
He wU peue vs mete and drinke and do vs some good [hi3] 
Be seint lame saide Adam what harme fat I ge-te 
I wil auenture me fat I hadde mete 
Game^lyn and Adam went forth in fere 
And f^ei grette f^e maister that fei fonde pere
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20 APPENDIX TO GRO1UP A. gam:^:lyn. Royal MS 18 C u.
Than saide ]e maiste:r kynge of owtili^Tves 
What seke je jonge men vnder wode shawes 
Gamelyn answerde Jie kynge with his crowiio 
He moste nedes walke in felde fat may not walke in towne 
Sire we walke not here none harne to do 
But jif we mete a dere to shete Jie:tto
As men that ben hungry and mow no mete fynde 
And ben hard be-stad vnder wode lynde 
Of Game^lyn wordes pe maister hadde rewthe 
And seide je shal haue y-nowe haue god my treuthe 
He bad hem sitte down for to take reste 
And bad hem ete and drinke and pet of pe beste 
As fei eten and dronken wel and fyne 
Than saide on to an other this is gamelyn 
Tho was fe maister outlawe in to conseil nolne 
And tolde how it was gamelyn that thider was come 
Anone as he herde how it was be-faUe 
He made him maister vndir him ou«' hem alle 
Wi^t^h-in fe thridde wike him come tydynge 
To fe maister outlawe that was here kynge 
That he s^ulde come home his pees was made 
And of J^at gode tydinge he was ful gladde 
Tho saide he to his jonge men soth forto telle 
Me ben comen ty^din^ges I may no longer dwelle 
Tho was Game^^yn anone wilh-oule tarienge 
Made maister outlawe and crowned her kynge 
Tho was Game]^;yn crowned kynge of outlawes 
And walkid a whUe vnder wode shawes 
The fais knyght his hroper was shereue and sire 
And lete his brother endite for hate and for hire 
Tho were his bonde men sory and no thinge glad 
When Game^lyn her lorde wolfes hede was cried and made 
And sent oute of his men where f^ei might him fynde 701 
ffor to go seke Gamelyn vnder wode lynde 
To telle him tydinge the wynde was went 
And aile his good reued and alle his men she:^U 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. RoytOi MS 18 Cii. 21

WhanpcihaddcnWmfoun^dcnonlcT^eesjeiVcmsetten ntes.bkj 
And a-doi^7» -in^tlh iier iiode and here iorde gretten 
Sice wrathe jowe noght for fio gode rode
fior we han hronght ■ ^oov tydynge kut fei be not gpioie 708 
Kow is fi brotiier sherreue and haf fe baiiiie 
And hatli endited fe and woifes hede doth fe crie 
Aiias seide Gamely’ii fat eueir I ivas so siah 
That I ne hadde hrohe his nehhe fo I his rigge hrah 
Goth greteth ivel myn houshondes and wVfe 
I wU he at the next shire haue god my iyfe 
Ganie^iyn carne redy to fe next shire 
And ther was his hrother hoth iorde a7id sire 
Gamelyn holdeiiche came in to f e mote haiie 
And putte adoiu» his hood amonge f e iordes aiie 
God sane 30W iordinges fat here he 
But hrohe haid sherreue euel mote thu the 
Wiii hast thou do me fat shame and veionye 
fior to iete endite me and woifeshede do me crie 
Tho thought the fais hnyght for to hen a-'wrehe 
And iete Gameilyn most he no thinge spehe 
Might fer he no grace hut Gameilyn at fe iaste 
Was caste in prison and fetered faste 
Gameeyn hath a hrother that hight sire Ote 
As gode a hnyght and hende as might gon on foote 
Anone jede a messagere to that gode hnyght 
And toide him ai to-gidre how Gamelyn was dight 
[................................ tg gap in tAe .SifS.]
He was right soiry was he no fing iight 
And iete sadie a stede and f e way he name 
And to his twei hrefeme right sone he carne 
Sire saide sir Ote to the sherreue tho
We hen hut thre hretheren shu^ we neuer he mo 
And fou hast pnsoned f e heste o’ vs alie 
Suche a nother hrother euel mote him he-falie 
Sire ote saide f e fais hnyght iat he fi cours 
By god for thi wordes he shai fare the wors
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22 APPENDIX t> GEOUP A GAMELYN. R^yal MS 18 C ii.

To J>G kynges pri’s^one he is I-nome
And ther he sha^l a-bide til Jje -come
Papde salde sir Ote better it shal be
I bld hym to mainprys J»at pou graunte me
Til ]>e next sitting of deliueraunce
And J^ate J^an Gamejlyn stond to his chaance 
Brother in sache a forward I take him to the 
And by fi fadres soule fat fe bygtit and me 
But lie be redy whau fe l^^stice sitte 
Phou shalt bere fe lugement for al fi grete witte 
I graunt wel salde sir Ote fat it so be 
Late deJlyiu^iT hym anone and take him to me 
Tho was Gamelin delyuered to sir Ote his brother 
A^id fat nyght dwelled fe ooii ivith f e tother 
On the morwen salde Gamelyn to sir Ote fe hynde 
Brother lie salde I mote for soth fro jow wynde 
To loke how my jonge men leden her li:* 
■Pl^eet^(^:ir fei lyuen in l^oy or elles in str;^!^’ 
By god seide sir Ote fat is a cold rede 
Now I see fat aile fe Carke schal falle on ray hede 
ffor whan fe l^r^si^i^ce sitte and j^ou be not I-fonde 
I shal anone be take and in fi stede I-bonde 
Brother salde Gamejlyn dismaie f e nyght 
ffor by seint l^amo In Galys f^at mony man hatli sought 7G4 
3if fat god almyghti hold me my lif mid my witte 
I wil be redy whan f e l^r^s^^^^co sitte
Than salde sir Ote to Gamejlyn god shiUd fe fro shame 
Corne when f^ou seest tyme and bryng ys out of blame 768 
Lithef and listenef and hold jow stUle 
And je sohu^ here how Gamelyn hadde his willo 
Gamelyn went vnder wood Eys 
And fond ther playng jong men prys 
Tho was jong Gamejlyn right glad I-noghe 
MOr^n he fonde his men vnder woode boghe 
Gamejlyn and his men talkeden in fere 
And f^ei had gode game her maiisS;or to here
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His men told him of auentures pal; pei had fonde 
And Gamielyn liem told hem a-^en t^ow he was fast hondo 
While Gam(^l;yn was outlaw hade he no cors 
p/ei? was no man pat for him ferd fe' wors 
But Ahhotes and Priours and Clianon)
On hem loft he noght wlien he might hem nome 
AVliile Gamelyn and his men made myrthes Eyve 
The fals knyght his brother enel mote he priue 
ffor he vas fast ahonte hothe day and other 
fto)’ to hire fe queste to hangen his hrother 
Gamel.yn stood on a day and he-beld
The wodes and fe shaives and fe wild feld [leaf 63 back 
He foght 011 his hrother how he liim by-hette 
That he wolde he redy whan fe lustice setto 
Ile Joglit Welle he wold with-oute delay

• Come a-fore fe lustice to kepen his day 
And seide to his jong men dightiep 30W ^are 
flor whan fe l^r^si^i^ce sitte we most he fere 
ffor I am vnder horow til fat I come 
And my hrother for me to pryson shai he nome 
Be seint lame said his jong men and fou rede fcito 
Ordeigne how it shai he and it shai he do 
W^hOe Gamelyn was comyng fer fe l^ustice satte 
The fals knyght his hrofer for-jate he not J^ate 
To hire fe men on his quest to hangen his nrotner 
Thoghe fei hadde not fe oon fei wolde haue fe tother 
Tho come Gamee.yn fro vnder f e wode Eys 
And hroght with him jong men prys 
I see wel seide Game^lyn fe lustice is .sette 
Goo a-forn Adam and loke how it spetto 
Adam went in to fe halle and loked a'ff a-boute 
He say fer stonde lordes grete and stoute 
And sir Ote his hrother fetered fui faste
Tho wente Adam oute of halle as he were a-gast 
Adam seide to Game^lyn and to his felawes alle 
Sire Ote stant fetered in fe mote halle .
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24 APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Royal MS 18 C ii.[••••' ...............................
......................................... no gap in the j!//*?.]

3if god 3if VS grace Wel for to doo 
He schal it a-bigge Jn^ti it brogbt J^ei^f^oo 
Than saide Adam fial: lokkes hade bore 
Cristes curS mote he haue J^iat him bond so sore 
Aud Jjon wilt Game^lyn do after my rede 
Ther is none in fe halle schal here away bis hede 
Adam seide Game^iyn we wil not do soo 
We wil sle )>e giltil' ond late pe tother goo ' 
I wil in to fe halle and with pe l^ustice spelce 
On hem fia't ben gilt^ii* I wil ben a-'wreke 
Lete nane scape at f e dore take ^^ng men jeme 
ifor I wil he l^nst^i^ce )^is day domes to deme 
God spede me f^is day at my new werke 
Adam come with me for fou shalt be my clerk* 
His men answerden him ond bade bim don bis best 
And jif f^on to vs haue nede f^ou shalt fynde vs prest 
We ^Ile stond with f^e while fat we may dure l 
And bnte wC wh'ken ma:^^y pay vs none hure 
3oug men saide Game^lyn so mote I wel the 
As trusti a ma;yster je shal fynde me 
Right fiere fie l^u^st^i^ce satte in fe hade 
In went Gami^ilyn amonges hem alle
Game^lyn lete vnfetere his brother out bond
Then seide Sir Ote his brother fat was bende 
Thou haddest Al^most Game^lyn dwellet to long 
ifor pe guest is oute on me fat I shuld hong 
Brother seide Gamelyn so god jeue me good rest 
Jjis day fe shul ben honged fat ben on fe quest 
And the l^^st^ice bothe fat is fe l^u^ge man 
And the Shin^eue bothe f^^rgh him it by-gan 
Than saide Game^^yn to f^e l^t^st^i^ce 
Now is fi power done J^ou moste nedes risei 
Thou hast jeuen domes p^at ben yuel dight 
I Wile sitten iu thi sete ond dressen hem aright 
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The l^r^stice sate stille ind rose not i-nOne 
And Gimelan cleu-ed his chike hone 
Gimi^lian teke Mm in Ms irmes and nemere spike 
Hut thrw Mm euei? )e hirre and Ms irme hrike 
Dorst none te Gimelyn siy hut goode 
ffer ferd of fe compiny fit ^Wtih-oi^tie steede .
Gmie^ly sette Mm down in fe l^^stice sete ;
And sir Ote liis brother hy him and Adim it Ms fete 
Whin Gimelyn wis sette in fe l^ustice sete 
Horken of i heurd fit Gime^lyn ■ dide 
He lete feter fe l^u^t^i^ce and his fiis hrothei 
And lete hem ceme te fe hirre fit en with fit ether 
Tho Gime^lyn hidde fus y-done hide ne rest 
TU he hidde enquered whe wis on fe quest 
ffor te demen his brother sir Ote for to hong 
Er he wiste wluche fei were Mm foght fui long 
But is sene is Gimelyn wiste where fii wore 
He dide hem euerychen feter in fere 
And bringen hem to fe birre and setten hem in rew 
Bi my.feith siid fe lustice fe shirreue is i shrew 
Thin seide Gimelyn te fe lustice 
T^^l^ow hist jeue domes ef the worst issise 
And the xij. siseures fit weren en fe quest 
Thei shul ben henged J^is diy so hiue I gode rest [li e?, bik] 
Thin siide fe sliirreue to ^ing Gimelyn 
Lord .1. cry tiie mercy’ brother irt feu myn 
Thei’-fere siide Gimelyn hiue fou cristes curs. 
ffor ind pou were miister jit shuld I hiue wors 
ffor to mike short tiie ind noght to long 
He ordeyned hyon'i quest o^ his men so strong 
The l^ustice and fe shirreue both henged hye 
To weyuen with fe ropes and fe wynd drye

• And the xij sisours sorow hiue fit rewe 
Aile fei were hinged fist by fe nekke 
Thus endid fe Ms knyght rvith his trecherie 
f)it euer hid lid his liT in filsenes ind folie
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26 APPENDIX TO GROUP A. ' OAMELYN. Eoyal MS 18 C ii.

He was hoJigc^J by J^o uekli.e anl not by fe jiurs. ■ ■ .,
J3at was 'fe mede J^t liela^dde.ibr'his fadeis cui-Se .
Sire Otes was eldest and Gaine^lyn w^as-jwig
Wenten to her frendes 'and_ passodep. to. ■ }^& kyng 863
Thei. maden pees with the kyng fe bes't sise ' ■,
The kjmg loued wel sir Ote and inadejiim l^ustice . '
And after f e .iCyng made Game].yn in Est and in Weste 
Chief l^ustice his fre foreste ■ •. .
Alle his wight jong nien f e kyng for-;j^^ her gilt .
And sithen in gode Office fo kyng hath alle them, pilt 
Thus wanne Gameflyn his lond and his lede ' 
And wreke him on his enemys and, quite hem her mode 
And sire Ote his brother made him his' heier 
And sithen wedden Gamejlyn a wii^ gode and faier 
Thei lyueden to-gedre while f^at crist wolde 
And sithen was Gameflyn grauen vnder molde _ .
And so shal we alle may fer no man fie '
G'od bring vs' to fe l^oye fat eueir shai be
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• [I^<OT^]:CE—Tliasi^ncli. as, after tlie 'Man of Law' T(le, 
tlie orde:r of the Tales in the Ellesmere MS differs from- the 
right order ' Of the Tales in which the Six-Text is to he 
arranged, the further issue of the separate Ellesmere Parts 
is suspended till all the Tales before the Shipmaiis in the 
Ellesmere 'have been issued in the Six-Text. Then 
the proper pagings of the .separate Ellesmere sheets can be 
ascei^'tained, and a large Part will be issued, bringing the 
s^^parate issue abreast of the Six-Text. See the following 
s^eims:—

Sia^-^Tcs^t: Ellesmere MS.
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GROUP B. (“• FRAGMENT IL)
§ 1. MAN OE LAW'S

EILESMEEE MS.

4

[leaf 5S] 
H The w^i'des of the Hoost? to the compaignye

vrc boost saugh wel / that the hrighte sonne 
The ark* his artificial day hath ronne
The fertile part and half an houre and moore 
And though / he were nat depe ystert in loore

Ho wiato I it was the eighte and tweiitithe day 
Of ApriH / that is messager to May 
And saugh wel / that the shadwe eue’y tree
Ahis as in lengthe / the same quantitco 
That was the hody erect that caused it 
And ther fore / by the shadwe / he took his wit 
That Phehus / which pat shoon / so clere and hrighte 
Degrees / was fyue and fourty domhe on highte 
And for that day / as in that latitude '
It was ten at the clokke / he gan conclude 
And st^L^eJ^nl,y / he plighte his hors ahoute 
H Lordyuges quod he / I warne yow al this route 
The fourthe pa^tj' of this day is gon 
Now for the loue of god / and of Seint l^ohn 
Leseth no tjune / as ferforth as ye may 
Lordynges / the tyme wasteth nyght and day 
And steleth from vs / what pryuely slepynge 
And what thurgh necligence / in oure wakynge 
As dooth the streem / that tumeth neuere agayn 
De3ceudyuge fro the moutaigue in to playn 
51 Wel kan Sene< and many a philosophre 
Liwaillen tyme / moore than gold in cofre 
flor losse catel / may recouered be
But losse of tyme / sheudeth vs quod he
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130 GROUP B. § 1. MAN op law’s HEAD-LINK. Ellesmere MS.

It wol Hit; come aga^n * witli outen drede 
Ifa^moore / than wole Malkynes maydenlrede 
Whan she hath lost if in hir wantownesse 
Lat US naf mowlen thus in ydel^esse 
IT Sire man of lawe quod he / so haue ye hlis 
Telle vs a tale anon / as fonvard is 
Ye been snhimytted / thurgh youre free asseinf 
To stonden in this cas / at my l^I^ggen^l^l^(f 
Acqniteth yow now / of youre biheeste 
Thanne haue ye do youre deuoi’r atte leeste 

Hoost quod he / depardieux ich asse:nte 
To breke forward / is nat myn entente 
Biheste is dette / and I wole holde fayn 
Al my biheste / I kan no bettre sayn 
ifor swich lawe / as a man yeueth another wiglif ikafiB, back 
He sholde hym seluen / vsen it by right 
Thus wole oure te^tf but nathelees carteyn 
I kan right now / no tbrifty tale seyn 
That Chaucer / thogh he kan but lewedly 
On metres / and on rymyng cra^tdy 
Hath seyd hem / in swich englissh / as he kan 
Of olde tyme / as knoweth ma^;y a man 
And if he haue noght seyd hem leue brother 
In o book / he hath se^yd hem in another 
ffor he hath toold / loueris vp and doun / 
Mo than Guide / made of mencioun 
In hise epistles / that been fui olde 
What sholde I teUe hem / syn they ben tolde 

In youthe / he made / of Ceys and Alcione 
And sitthe / hath he spoken of euerichone 
Thise noble wyues / and thise loueris eke 
Who so that wole / , his large volume seke 
Cleped / the seintes legende of Cupide 
Ther may he seen / the large woundes wydo 
Of Lucresse / and of Babilan Tesbee 
The swerd of Dido / for the false Enee
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GRoni' B. § 1. MAN o? law’s HEAD-T^nNiK. EUeia^eire MS. 131

The tree of Phillis / for Mre Demophon 
The pleinte of Diane / and of Hermyoh). 
Of Adriane / and Isiphilee
The hareyne yle / stondynge in the see
The dreynte Leandre / for his Erro
The teoris of Eleyne / and the ^o ■
O’ Brixseyde / and the Ladomya 
The erueltee / the queene Medea 
Thy litel children / hangynge hy the hals 
ffor thy lason / that was in loue so fals 
0 Ypermystra / Penolopee / Alceste 
Youre wifhede / he eomendeth with the beste 
IT Blit cee^teii^^ly no word ne writeth he 
O’ thilke wikke ensample of Canacee 
That loued / hir owene brother synfully 
Of swiehe cursed stories / I sey fy 
Or ellis / of Tyro AppoUonius 
How that the cursed kyng / Anti^oehus 
Birafte his doglitor / of hir maydenhede 
That is / so horrible a tale for to rede 
tVhan he Mr threw / vp on the pauemcnt' 
And therfore he / of ful auysem^^:nt , 
Nolde neuere write / in none d? his s-^j^mons 
O' swiehe / vnkynde abhemyuacions 
Ne I wol noon reherce / if that I may 
N But of my tale / how sha^ I doon this day 
Mo were looth / be likned doutelees 
To Muses / that men clepo Pierides 
Methamorphosios / woot what I mene 
But nathelees / I reeche noght a bene 
Though I come after hym / with hawebake 
I speke in prose / and lat him rymes make 
And with that word / he with a sobre cheere 
Bigan his tale / as ye shal after heere
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132 gboi^]?B. §2. man of law's tale. peol. Ellesmere MS.

5r The prologe of the pnannes tale of lawe

0
hateful harm / condicion of pouerte 99
With thurstf with coold / with hunger so confoundid 
To asken help / thee shameeih in thyn herte

If thou noon aske / so soore artow ywoundid 102 
That wera.y nede / vnwrappeth al thy wounde hid 
Maugm thyn heed / thou most for Indigence 
Or stele / or hegge / or horwe thy despence

105

Thow hlamest and seist ful bitterly 
He mysdejpaTteth / richesse temporal 
Thy neighebore / thou wytest synfully
And seish thou hast to lite / and he hath al 
Pferfay seistow / somtyme he rekene shal 
Whan that his tayl / shal brennen in the gleede 
Ufor he noglit helpeth / needfulle / in hir neede

Herke / what is the sentence of the wise 
Bet is to dyen / than haue Indigence 
Thy selue neighebor / wol thee despise 
If thou be poure / farw^l thy reuerence 
Ye* of the wise man / take this slntlnce 
Alle dayes of poure men been wikke 
Bi war thufore / er thou come to that prikke

If thou be poure / thy brother hateth thee 
And alle thy frllndls / fleen from thee alias 
0 riche marchauntz / ful of wele been yee 
O noble j o prudent folk f as in this cas 
Youre bagges / been nat fild -wii,h ambes as 
But with sys cynk / that renneth for youre chaunce 
At Cristemasse / myrie may ye daunce
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Ye seken lond and see / for yo-we wynnynges 
As rvise folk? ye knowen all tkestaE^tf
Of legnes j ye keen fadres d: tidynges
And tales j kotke of pees j and of dekaat?
I -vere rigid now j of tales desolaai?
Nere tkat a MlarCiai^t' goon is many a yBere 
Me tangklo a tale j wkick tkat ye skal keere

PeaE M,ha«k]

130

l33

As there is no room in this print for the Latin n^es in tfiO 
margin the MS, they are put here, with the numbers the lines 
to Khich they refer,

1. 161. Europa est torcia para mt^sidi.
1197. Ce^i^j'a Phorenei iratrum fratr«^^ discordia Theke

iBammaw Phetontis Deuoalionis Aque In stellis Priami / 
species Audiacia Turni 5 Sensus 'Vli^^eus Herculeua qwe vigor. 
[MS, leaf So.]

1. 295. Vnde Ptholom^eas. liJro i”. capi^isZo. 8°. *[ Primi mo- 
t«s celi duo suat quoD/m y^ns est qui mouet totuia S^^pi^'r ab 
Oriente in Occidente/zs / vno modo supi^;- orbes &c. / Iteos al[i]ter 
vero mot«s est qisi mouet orbem stellarwas currencium pc^i^l^ira mo- 
tu/;( primum / videlicet / ab Occidente in Orienteitt super alios duos 
polos, &c. [MS, leaf 56, back.]

1. 3(1). Om«es concordati sunt / qtiod eleccit^faes sint debiles 
nisi in diuitibus / habent enim isti licet deblHtentwr corrai- elec- 
cionrs radicem .i. natiuitates eorw»^ qi/e co»foi^t!^[ii]t osnfs^m plane- 
tarn debileizt i» itinei'e &c. [MS, leaf 56, back.]

1. 421. Nofa de inopinato dolore Semper mutidane leticis 
tristicia repentina succedit / Muiidana igitiir fel^citas midtis ama- 
ritudinibHs est respersa / extrema gaudii luc^tte ^cqj^j^t. Audi ergo 
sjilubre consilium / In die bt^r^t^r^w^ ne immemor sis maloriiirti 
[MS, leaf 58.]

1. 771. Quid tezr^pius ebrioso j cui fetor in ore tremor in cor
pora I qui promit stulta / predit occulta / cuisss mens alienatur / 
facies trausformE^tisr / nullum enim latet s^retum vbi regnat 
ebriet^a.s. [MS, leaf 62.]

1. 925. 0 extrema libidinis terpz^t^udo que non s^luw mentem
effeminat / set eciam corpjis eneruat / semper sequ^^io^r dolor & 
penitentia post k^octera, [mS, leaf 64.]

1. 1132. A mane vsqwe ad vespez-am mutabitwr temi^K.« f 
tenent tympanuizs & gaudent / ad s^nuzis organi k^aetera. [MS, 
leaf 66, back.]

1. 11..J5. Qi/is vnqwam v^icazzt diem totam du:xit / in sud
dileccione iocuzzdaaz quei^ in aliqua parte dici reatus conseiencie j 
vel zmpetlzs Ire vel motws conoupiseencie non terbauerit / quei^ 
liuor Inuidie / vel Ardor Auaricie / vel tumor supez'b^e non vex- 
auerit / queizi aliqua iactura vel offensa / vel passio non co»i- 
moue^it Sctei^i^ia. [MS, leaf 66, back.]
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134 GROUP B. § 2, man op law's o^ale. Ellesmere MS.

1 Heere begynneth the man Of lawe his tale

I
K SmT^y^t^^whilom dwelte acompaignye

Of chapmen riche / and tlrerto sadde and treive 
That "zyde -^l^cjre / senten Mr spicerye 
Clothes of gold / and satyns riche o^ he-v^e 

Hir chaffare j was so thrifty and so newe 
That eueiry •wj^lit / hath deyntee to chaffare 
"Viiih hem / and eek / to selien hem Mre ware

137

140

li^ow fil it* that the maistres / of that sor*
Han shapen hem / to Kome for to wende

it fop chapmanhode / or for disport
Hoon oother message / wolde they thider sende 
But eomen hem se^lf to Borne / tMs is the ende 
And in swieh place / as thoughte hem auantage 
ffor hire entente / they take hir herbergage

If Soiourned han thise Marohantz / in that toun 
A eertein tyme / as fil to hire plcsanee 
And so hifel / that thexeellent renonn
Of the Empepours doghter / Dame Custanoe 
Beported was / with euery eireumstanee
Vn to thise Surry^en Marohantz / in smeh a wyse 
firo day to day / as I shal yow denj^se

f This was the co?mmune voys of ^^ery man 
Oure Emperonr of Borne / god hym see 
A dog^hter hath / that syn the world higan 
To rekene as wel / hir goodnesse as beautee 
Has neuere / swich another as is shee 
I prey to god / in honour hire susteene 
And wolde slie were / o^ all Europe the queene
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GROui B. § 2. op law’s tale. Ellesmeire MS. 135

In Wre I is heigli lieantee / -^iih onte pride 
Yowtlie / witlr onte grenehede / or folye 
To alio Mre 'verlkes / vertu is liir gyde 
Humblesse / hatli slayn in birr al tirannye 
Sho is Mirour / of alle curteisye 
Ilir lierte / is verray cl^ambre of boolynrssr 
H^ir hand / Ministre of ftedam for almesse

pcat 55]

165

108

And al tliis voys was sooth / as god is trerve
IBut now to purpos / lat vs turne agayn
Thise Mareliantz / han doon fraught / hir shippes newe 
And wlian they han / this hlisful mayden sayn
Il^oom to Surrye / heen they went ful fayn
And doon hir nedes / as they han doon yoore
And lyuen in wele / I kan sey yow namoore

172

175

T Now fil if that thise_ Marohantz / stode in grace 
Of hym / that was the Sowdan d; Surrye - ’
fl'or whan they cam / from any strange place 
He wolde / of his benigne curteisye 
Make hem good chiere / and hisily espye 
Tidynges / of so^diry regnes for to leere 
The wondres / that they myghte seen or heore

179

182

Amonges othere thynges speci<aiy
Thise hlarchantz / han hym toold / of dame Custanoe 

•. coriose
So greet noblesse / in ernest ceriously
That this Sowdan / hath caughk so greet plesance
To han hir figure / in his rememhranee
That all his lustf and al his hisy cure
Was for to loue hire / while his lyf may dure

186

189

Par^auenture / in thUke large book/
"Vllich pat men clipe the heuene / ywriten was 
With sterres / whan that he his hirthe took/ 
That he for loue / sholde han his deeth alias
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136 GROUP s. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TARE. Ellesmcre US.

For in the sierres / derer than is glas 
Is writen god woolf who so koude it rede 
The deeth. of ene:^;y man / witheuten drede 196'

In sterres a wynter / ther biforn
Was writen the deeth j oli Ector / A^chill^es 
Of POm])ei Inlius / er they were born 
The strif of Thebes / and of Ercules 
O^ Sampson / Tnmus / and Socrates 
T^lne deeth / but mennes wittes ben so dulie 
That no wights' kan wel rede it atte fnlle

[£atin N’ole, p. 133.1

200

203

If This Sowdan / for his prmee conseil sente [leaf 56, back
And shw^i^^ly / this matiere for to pace
He hath to hem / declared his entente
And seyde hem ceirtein / but he mygfite haue grace 207 
To han Cuctauce / with-Inne a litel space
He nas but deed / and charged hem in hye 
To shapen for his lyf / som remedye 210

If Hiuerse men / diuerse thynges seyden 
They arg^imenten / casten vp and doun 
ifin^y a snbliil resoui» / forth they leyden 
They speken of / Mag^fef and Abusioil 
But fin^l^l^y / as in couclusioU
They kan nat seen / in that noon auantag 
He in noon oother wey sane mariage

214

217

Thanne sawe they ther-Inne swich difficultee 
By wey of reson / for to speke al playn 
By cause / that ther was swich diuersitee 
Bitwene hir bothe lawes / that they sayn 
They trowe / pat no cristeuc prince wolde fayn 
Wedden his child / vnder cure lawes sweete 
T^iat vs were tangltif by Mahoun cure propliete
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GROUP B. § 2. man op law's tale. EU^s:m^i:e ES.

H And he answorde / rather than I lese
CustaiuM^./1 wol he cristned doutelees
I moot heen hires / I may noon eeeher chese
I prey yow / hoold youre argumentz in pees 
Sauetli my lyf / and heth noght recchelees
To geten hire / that hath my lyf in cure
For in this wo / I may nat longe endure

137

228

231

H What nedetli / gretter dilataoion 
I see’e / by tretys / and Embass^drie 
And by / the popes mediaeieri
And al the cliirche / and al the chiualrie 
That in destruceion Maumettrie
And in encrees / of cristes lawe deere 
They lioen acoi'ded / so as ye shal heere

235

238

IIow tliat the sowdan / and his Baronage 
And alle hise liges / sholde ycristned be 
And he shal han / Custance / in mariage
And certein gold [ I noot what quantitee
And heer to founden / sufficient suretee
This same accord / was sworn on eyther syde 
Xow faire Custance / almygfity god thee gyde

242

245

iTX ow wolde som men / waiten as I gesse 
That I sholde leUen / al the pwrueiance 
Tliat thempcrour / of his grete noblesse 
Hath shajicn / for his doghter dame Custance 
Wei may men knowen / }izt so greet ordinance 
Jlay no man tellen / in a litel clause 
As was arrayed / for so heigh a cause

Pcaf 56]

249

252

Bisshopes been shapen / with hir« for to wende 
Lordes / ladies / knyghtes of renoun
And oother folk ynogh / this is thende
And notified is / thurgh out the toun
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138 GROUP B. § 3. man op law’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

That euei-y wight / with greet deuocioun 
Sholde preyen cr^^tf that he this manage 
Eeceyue in gree / and spede this viage

IT The day is comen / of hir departynge
I seye / the woful day fatai is come 
That ther ma^ he / no lenger tariynge
But forthw^fird they hem dressen / alle and some 
Custance / pat was with sorwe al ouercome , 
fful pale arhst^' and dresseth hire to weude 
ifor wel she seeth / ther is noon oother ende

Al^ias ! what wonder is if thogh she wepte
That shal be sent / to strange nacion 
ffro freendes pat so tendr^^y hire kepte
And to be boiinden / vnder subieccioii
Of oon /„ she knoweth nat bis condicion 
Housbondes been alle goode / and han ben yoore 
That knowen wyues / I dar say yow na moore

H ifader she s^^de / thy wrecched child Custance 
Thy yonge dog’htet / fostred vp so softe 
And ye my mooder / my souei-ayn plesanoe 
Ouer alle thyng^ out taken crist on lofte 
Custance youre child / hire reeomandeth ofte 
Vn to your grace / for I shal to Surrye 
17e shal I neuere / seen yow moore with eye

A^^las / vn to the Barbre nacion
I moste goon / syn that it is youre wille
But crisp that stani / for our sauaciofl
So yeue me grace / bise heestes to fnlfille
I -i'rc^cche womman / no fors / though I spille 
Ti’’oz?imen are born / to thraldom and penance 
And to been / vnder mannes gouernance
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GROUP B. § 2. man op law's tale, EUesmei'e MS. 139
I trowe at Troye / -^lian Pimis teak / the wal [leaf so, hads] 

Or Ilion / t^i^ende Thekes the Cites 
Nat Eome / for the harm thurgh Hanyhal 
That Eomayns / hath venquyeeheQ tymes thre 
Nas herd / swich tendre wepyng' for pitee 
As in the chambre "ras for hire depar'tynge 
But forth she mo^ott wher so she wepe or synge

291

294

0 firete momyng / cTueel firma^f^i^t [Ia««Iwir,p.le8.]
"Viiih thy diurnal sweigh / that crowdest ay 
And hurlest al / from Est til Ocf^ii^i^ii^t' 
That naturel^ly / wolde holde another way 
Thy crowdyng j set the heuenr in swich array 
At the bigynnjmg* this fiers viage
That crueel Mars / hath slayn this mariage

298

301

Infortunat Ascendent tortuous
O' which / the lord is helplees falle alias 
Out oi his Angle / in to the derkeste hous 
0 Mars / o Atazir / as in this cas
0 fieble Moone / vnhappy been thy pans
Thou knyttest thee / ther thou ,, art nat receyued 
Ther thou were wee^l / fro thennes artow weyued

305

308

Imprudent Empej'our / of Eome allas 
Was ther / no phUosojphre / in al thy toun 
Is no tyme bet than ooliher / in swich cas 
Of^ viage / is ther noon eleccion 
Name^;y / to folk / heigh condicion
Noght whan a roote / is a burthe yknorve 
Allas / we been / to lewed or to slowe

[Xf 1^. iss.]

312

315

To ship is eome / this woful faire mayde 
Solrmp:nely / with euery circumetancr 
Now Ihesu ^^^it be with yow alle she sayde 
Ther nys namoore / but farewel / faire Custance
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140 GROUP B. § 3. MAN OF law’s TALE. Ellesmere MS.

She peyneth. hire / to make good eontenanee 
And forth /1 lete hire saille / in this manere 
And tume I wole / agayn to my matere

f The mooder / of the Sowdan / welle vices

Espied hath / hir sones pleyn entente 
How he wol lete / hise olde saerifiees .
And right-anon / she for hir eonsed septe 
And they heen eome / to knowe what she mente 
And whan assembled was / this folk* in feere 
She sette hire doun / and seyde as ye .shal heere

ir Lordes / she seyde / ye knowen euericlion 
How that my sone / in point is for to lete 
The hoo^y lawes / of oure Alkaron 
Yenen by goddes message Makomete 
But oon auow / to grete god I heete
The lyf shal rather / out of my body steite 
Than Jdakometes lawe / ont of myn herte

What sholde vs tyden / of this newe lawe 
But thraldom to our bodies and penanee 
And afterward / in belle to be drawe 
ffpr we reneyed / Mahoun oure ereanee 
But lordes / wol ye maken assurance 
As I shal seyn / assentynge to my loore 
And I shal make vs sau^ for eueremoore

f They sworen / and assenten eue:ry man
To lyue. with hire and dye / and by hire stonde 
And euerieh / in the beste wise he kan
To strengthen hire / shal alle hise frendes foiide 
And she hath / this emprise ytake on honde 
TVueii ye shal heren / that I shal deuj’se 
And to hem alle / she spak right in this wyse
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GROUP B. § 2, MAN OE LAv's TALE. Ellesmere MS. 141 

f We shui f^^if feyne ys / cristendom to take
Coold water / skal nat greue Ys but a lite 
And I slial / swiclie a feeste and reuel make 
That as I trowe / I shiil the Sowdan quite 
ifor thogh his w;yf / be cristned neuer so white 
She shal haue nede / to wasshe awey the rede 
Thogh she / a font ful water / with hire lede

354

357

0
 Sowdanesse / roote Iniquitee

Virago / thou Sem.yram.e the seeo'unde 
0 serpent / vnder fem^ynynytee
Lik to the serpen* dope in helle yhounde 
0 feyned womman / al that may confounde 
Vertu and Innocence / thurgh thy malice 
Is bred in thee / as nesi* of euei’y vice 

0 Sathan enuious / syn thilke day
That thou were chaced from oure heritage 
Wei knowestow / to wommen the olde wvay 
Thou madest Eua / brynge vs in seruage 
Thou wolt fordoon / this cristen manage 
Thyn Instrumei^tt so weylawey the while 
Makestow won?men / whan thou wolt bigile

T This Sowdanesse / whom I thus blame and warye 
Leet pnuely / hire conscil goon hire way 
What sholde I in this tale longer tarye 
She rydeth to the Sowdan / on a day 
And seyde hym / that she wolde reneye bir lay 
And cristendom / o^ preestes handes fonge 
Eepentynge hire / she hethen was so loage .

Ai^etor

364

308

371

[If 51, Wj

37)

Bisechynge hy^ / to doon hie that honour 
That she moste han / the cristen folk to feeste 
To plesen hem I wol do my labour
The Sowdan seith /1 wol doon at youre heeste
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142 GROUP B. § 2. man op law's tale. Ellesmere MS.

And knely^n^e j thanketh hire that requests 
So glad he was / he ny^ste whjt* to seye
She kiste hir sone / and hoome she gooth hir weye 385

Explicit pnma pars

f Sequil^Mr pars socunda- fg)

A
rryned heen / this cristen folk to londe
In Surrye / with a greet solempne route

And hastifliche / this Sowdan sente his sonde 
IGirst to his moode:r / and all the regne aboute 
And seyde / his wyf was comen oute of doute 
And preyde hire / for to ryde agayn the queene 
The honour of his regne / to susteene

389

392

Greet was the prees / and riche was tharray 
Of Surryens and Eomayns met yfeere
The mooder Of the Sowdan / riche and gay 
Eecyueth hire / with also glad a cheere 
As any mooder / myghte hir doghter deere 
And to the nexte Citee / ther hisyde 
A softe paas / solei^jmcly they ryde

I^ojglit trowe I / the triumphs of l^uL^i^us 
Of which I that Lucan maketh swich a boost* 
Was roiaUer / or moore curius 
Than was thassemblee / of this blisful boos* 
But this scorpions / this wikked goost 
The Sowdanesse / for all hire flaterynge 
Caste wide:r this / ful mo^ita^y to stynge

IT The Sowdan com^h hym se^^f soone after this 
So roiaUy / that wonder is to telle
And welcome^h hire / with alle ioye and blis
And thus / in murthe and ioye I lete he»n dwello
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GROUP B. § 2. MAN .op L-Av's TALE. Ellesmere MS. 143
The fruyt of this matiere / is that I telle
IVhan. tyme cam / men thoughte it for tlie beste
The reuel stynte / and men goon to Mr rests 413

•[ The tyme cam / this olde Sowdanesse- 
Ordeynod hath this feeste / O: wliidi I tolde 
And to the feeste / cristen folk hem dresse 
In general / ye hothe yonge and olde 
Heere may men / feeste / and roialtee hihold 
And deyntees mo / than I kan yow deuyse 
But all to deere / they hoghte it er they ryse

417

420

O
sodeyn wo / that euere art successour [£«» «K>fe p. iss.] 

To w^^ldly hlisse / spreynd w-MM hittemesse
The ende of the ioye / of oure worldly labour 
IVo occupi-et-h / the fyn off oure gladnesse 
Hsrke this con.si^ii. / for thy sikernesse 
Vp on thy glade day j haue in thy mynde 
The vnwar wo / or harm fat comt;h bihynde

424

427

ffor sootihly / for to teilen / at o word 
The sowdan / and the eristen everiohone 
Been al tohewo / and stiked at the bord 
But it were ooi^iiy / dame Custance allone 
This olde Sowdanesse / cursed krone 
Hath wztA hir freendes / doon this cursed dede 
ifor she hir se^:f / wolde all the centres lede

He was Surryen noon / that was conuej-ted 
That the conse^l / of the Sowdan woolf
That he nas al tohewe / er he.asterted 
And Custance / han they take anon foot hooi? 
And in a ship / ail steerelees god wooif
They han hir self and biddeth hire lerne saille 
Out of Surrj^e / agajmward to Ytaille
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144 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. EUesmeiTe MS

A certein tresor / that she w^th hire ladde
And sooth to seyn / vitaiUe greet plentee
They han hire yeuen / and clothes eek she hadde
And forth she sailleth / in the salte see
O my Custance / fui henignytee
0 Empereurs yonge doghter deere 
He that is lord of ffortune he thy steere

-J

445

448

452

She hlesseth hire / and with M pitous voys Peaf 58, back]
Vn to the croys of Cristf thus seyde she 
0 cleere / o woful Auter / hoo^Iy croys 
Eeed of the lambes blood / fui o^ pitee 
That T^(3ssBe the world / fro the olde Iniquitee 
Me fro the feend / and fro his clawes kepe 
That da;y / that I shal drenchen in the depe 455

Vit^iO^rious tree / protecciofi of trewe
That oo:^:iy / woirthy were for to bere
The kyng of heuene I wih his woundes newe 
The white lamb / fat hurt -sras with the spere 
fl^ei^e:re of feendes / out hym and here 
On which / thy lymes / feithfully extenden 
Mp helpe / and yif me mygSt / my lyf tarnenden

Yrs and dayes / fieteth this creature 
Thurghout the See Grece / vn to the Strayte 
Of^ Marroi?. as it was hire Auenture 
On many a s^^ meel / now may she bayte 
After hir deeth / fui often ma;y she wayte 
Er that the wilde wawes / wol hire dryue 
Vn to the place / ther she shal arryue

M
en myghten asken / why she was naif slayn 

Eek at the feeste /w^ho myghte hir body saue 
And I answere / to that demande agayn 
Who saued danyel / in the horrible Gaue
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GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF t^Aw’s TALE. Ellesmero MS. U5

Ther euery 'vigEt saue lie / maister and knaue 
"Was -^iih. tlie leeii) frete / ex he asterie 
He '^ighf hut ged / that he hal? in his hextie 476

Ged liste te shewe / his -wndfsehd myracle 
In hire / fer we shelde seen / his niyghty uwxlcis 
Crisk -^liich that is / te euery harm triade 
By eeirteine meenes efte / as know'en clexkis 
Deeth thyng fer cei?tein ende / that ful dei?k is 
To mannes wit/, that fer eure ignerance
He konne neght knewe / his prudent pitrueiance

480

483

IT Hew sith she was nat / at the feeste yslawe 
Who kepte hire / frc the drenchyng / in the see ? 
Who kepte Icnas / in the fisshes mawe 
Til he / was spouted vp at Hynyuee ?
Wei may men knewe / it was no wight hut he 
That kepte peple from hir drenchynge
With drye feek thurgh cut the see passynge

487

490

If Who had the feure spirites d: tempest
That pewer han / taneyen lend and see
Bethe Herth and Seuth / and alse wesk and Esk 
Aneyeth neither / see / ne land ne tree
Seet^^^ly / the Cemandcur cf that was he 
That fre the tempest / ay this wemman kepte 
As wel / when she week' as whan she slepte

Peaf 69]

494

497

Where myghte this womman / mete and drynke haue ? 
Thre yeer and mocre / how lasteth hir« -Via^ille ? 
Who fedde / the Egypcien Marie in the Cane ? 
Or in desert ? nc wight hut exist j sanz faille 
ifyue thousand fcDk / it was as greet me?’uaille 
With leues fyue / and fisshes two tc feede 
Ged sente his foyson / at hir grete neede
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146 B. § 2. man of law’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

IT She dryueth forth / in to onre Occian 
Tlttirgh out oure wilde see / til atte laste 
Vnder an hoold / that nenipnen I ne kan 
flor in l^i^irtldiuniberl^oi^d! / the wawe Mre caste 
And in the sond / hir ship / stiked so faste 
That thennes wolde it noghP of al -a tyde 
The wyl of ciist'. was pat she sholde ahyde

508

. 511

The Constable of the Castel / doun is fare 
To seen his wrad* and al the ship he soghte 
And foond / this wery woinnian ful care 
He foond also / the tresor pat she hroghte 
In hir langage / mercy she hiseghte 
The lyf / out o^ hire body for to twynne 
Hire to deliuere / wo / that she was li^ne

A maner latyn co]?rnpt / was hir speche 
But algates / ther hy was she vnderstonde
The Constable / whan hym lysp no lenger seche 
This woful womman / hroghte he to the londe 
She kneleth doun / and thanketh goddes sonde 
But what she was / she wolde no man seye 
ffor foul ne fair / thogh pat she sliolde deye

She seyde / she was / so mazed in the see
That she forgat hir mynde / hy hir trouthe 
The Constable / hath of hire so greet pitee 
And eke his wyf / that they wepen for routhe 
She was so diligent with outen slouthe 
To serue and plese j euerich in that place

■ T^iat alie hir louen / that looken in hir face

515

518

522

525

529

532

This Constable / and dame Hermeng;yld his wyf/ [uss.bki 
Were payens / aad that contree euery where 
But Hermi^i^j^j^ld / loued hire right as hir lyf 
And Custance / hath so longe soiourned there
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In erisens / with, many a hitter teere
Til Ihesu / hath cenue^’ted / thurgh his grace
Dame Hermengyld! / Constahlesse of that place

In al that lond / no cristen dorste route 
Alle cristen folk / been fled fro that contree 
Thurgh Payons / that conqueredeii al ahoute 
The plages of the North hy land and see 
To Walys / fledde the Cristyanytee 
Of olde Britons / dwellynge in this’ He 
Ther was hir refutf for the meene while

But yet nere cristene Britons so exiled 
That ther nere somme / that in hir pn’uetee 
Honoitred cris* and hethen folk higiled 
And ny the Castel / swiche ther dwelten three 
That oon of hem was hlynd / and myghte nat see 
But it were / with thilke eyen of his mynde
With whiche men seen / whan fat they hen blynde

147

539

543

546

550

553

B
right was the sonne / as in that someres day 

ifor which the Constable / and his wyf also
And Custanee / ban ytake the righte way
Toward the see / a furlong wey or two
To pleyen / and to romen to romeni to and fro P so] 
And in hir wal^l" this blynde man they mette
Croked and oold / with eyen faste yshette

557

560

In name of Cris* cride this olde Briton
Dame Her^^l^lg^l<^ /yif me / my sighte agayn 
This lady / weex affrayed of the soun 
Lest that hir housbonde / shoi?tly for to sayn 
Wolde hire / for Ihmr cristes loue ban slayn 
Til Custanee made hire boold / and bad hire wirche
The w^l Cris* as dogliter his chirche 567
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The Constable / weex abasshed of that sigJ^if 
And seyde / what amoi^^'teth all this fare 
Custance answerde / sire / it is cristes mygli* 
That helpeth fold / out of the feendes snare 
And so ferforth / she gan oure lay declare 
That she the Constable / er that it were eue 
Conue/^f^th / and on Crisif maketh hym bileue

571

574

This Coastafele / was no thyng lord of this place 
Of which I speke / ther he Cttstance fond!
But kepte it strongliy many wyntres space 
Vnder Alla / kyngi of al Northhnmbrel^ond! ' 
That was ful wys / and worthy o:E his hond! 
Agayn the Scottes / men may T^^el. heere 
But turne I wole / agayn to my mateere

Deaf SO]

578

581

Sathan / that euore vs waiteth to bigile
Saugh of Custance / al hire perfi^i^ci^oum
And caste anon / how he myghte quite hir w’diile 
And made a yong^ knyght / fat dwelte in that toun 
Loue hire so hoote of foul ai^ecwLoun
That verr^^ly / hym though^^e he sholde spille
But he of hire myghte ones haue his wille

585

588

He woweth. hire / but it auaf-ilcth noght^/ 
She wolde do no synne / by no weye 
And for desj^i^if he compassed in his
To maken hire / on shame:^ul deeth to deye 
He wayteth j whan the Constable was aweye 
And pryuely / vp on a nyghif he orepte 
In Herme:ng;yldes chambre / whil she slepte

592

595

/ for-waked / in hire orisons 
Slepeth Custance / and HermK^^;^^^<d also 
Tliis kny^g^ht* thurgh Sathans temptacions 
A^U so:ftely / is to the bed ygo
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And kitte the throte / of Herme:^<^j^].d atwo
And leyde the hlody knyf / hy dame Custance
And wente his wey / ther god yeue hym mesehance

Soone after / comeiih this Constahle hooni agayn 
And eek Alia / jiat kyng was th^t lond
And saugh his wyf / des]^:^!tou^l^;y yslayn 
ifor which f^ ofte he weep / and wroong hiS hond 
And in the hed / the hlody knyf he fond 
By Dame Custance / alias what myghte she seye 
lfor verray wo / h^r ^^it was al aweye

To kyng AUa / was toold al this meschan<ie 
And eek the tyme / and where / and in what wise 
That in a ship / was founden dame Custance 
As heor hiforn / that ye han herd denyse 
The kynges herte / of pitee gan agryse 
Whan he saugh / so henigne a creature 
ffalle in disese / and in mysauentnre

149

602

606

609

613

616

620

ffor as the lomh / toward his deeth is hr^^^tf Def co, back]
So stant this Innocent* hifore the kyng*
This false kny^g^ltt pat hath this tresoii wrogl^if
Berth hire on hond / pat she hath doon thys thyirtlt 
But nathelees / ther was greet moomJ^nlt 
Among the peple / and seyn / they kan nat gesse 
That she had doon / so greet a wikkednesse 623

ifor they / han seyn hire euere so vertuous 
And louynge Hermengylcf / right as hir lyf/ 
Of this haar wit^nesse / euerich in that hous 
Saue he / pat Hcrmeng;^l<} / slow wtA his knyf/ 
This ge^^il kyng / hath caught a greet mott^i^ 
Of this witnesse / and thoghte he wolde enquere 
Depper in this / a trouthe for to lere
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Al^las Custance / tl^iou hast no .C^f^mpion 

Ne fighte kanstow nogl^l^it -so •veylawa;/ ' •
But he / that sta:rf for our rydympclon ' 6 
And hoond Sathan / and yert' lith ther he lay 
So he / thy stronge champion tins day 
ffor hut if ope;n myracle kithe - '
Wi'^Z^outen gilk thou shalt he slayn as swithe

■6:54

637

She sit hire doun on knees / and thus she sayde 
Immortal god / that sanedest Susanne 
ffro fals hlame / and thou merC^iful mayde 
Mary I meene / doghter to Seint Anne 
Bifore -^lios ehild / A^ngeles synge Osanne
If I he giltlees / of this felonye
My socoi^if he / or ellis shai I dye

H
aue ye nat seyn / som tyme a pale face

Among^' a prees / of hym piat; hath he lad
Toward his deeth / wher as hym gat no grace 
And swich a colour / in his face hath had 
Men myghte knowe / his face that was histad 
Amonges alle the faces / in that routc 
So stant Custance / and looketh hire ahoute

O
Queenes / lyuyu^ge in p7•ospyritye 

Duchesses / and ladyes euerichone
Haneth som routhe / on hire Aduei^-sitee 
An Emperours doghter / stant allyue
She hath no -^iigl’itf / to whom to make hir mone 
O hlood roial / that stondest in this drede 
ffer heen thy freendes / at thy grete nede

T
his Alla ky^i^f^ hath swich compassiou«

As ge^'til herte / is fulfild of pitee 
That from hise eyen / ran the water donn 
Now hai^i^j^^ly / do fecche a hook' quod he
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And if this'knygtih-wol swereii kow fat she
This ATOmman .slow / yet wot we Y auyse
Wh^om fat we wole / that shal i^t^en our l^r^sl^^se 665

A Briton hook / written with . Eua?ingiles 
Was feh and. on this hoolk he swoo); anoon 
She gilty was / and in the meene whiles 
An hand hym smootf vpon the nekke hoon 
That donn he hi / atones as a stoon
And hothe hise eyen / hroste ont of his face 
In sighte / of ente-y hody in that place

A voys was herd / in gene^ral Audience
And seyde tRon hash desclaundred giltl^ees m
The doghter of hooJ.y chirche / in heigh pm^f^nco 
Thus hastou doon / and yet holde I my pees 
Of this meruaille / agast was al the prees
As mazed fo^^k they stoden euerichone 
ffor drede wreehe / sane Custance alione

Greet was the drede / and eek the repentance 
Of hem / that hadden wronge suspecion 
Vpon / this se^ly Innocent Custance 
And for this miracle in conclusion 
And by Custances mediacion
The kj^n<< and many another in that place 
Conuerted was / thanked he cristes gra.ee

This false knygRt was slayn for his vntj^onthe 
By J^nggement Alla hastidy
And yet Custance / hadde of his deeth greet routhe 
And after this I^.esus of his mercy
Made A.lla wedden ful solempneily
This hoofy mayden / that is so bright and sheene
And thus hath ymaad Custance a qneene

151 '
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But who was woful / if I shal nat lye 
Of this weddyn^gi but Donegilcf and na mo 
The kynges moode:r / fui of tirannye 
Hii thoughte / hir cursed herte hrast atwo 
She wolde nogtit Mr sone had do so 
Hir thoughte a dei^j^i^if that he sholde take 
So strange a creature vn to his make

697

700

[leaf’ Sl, back]T Me list nat of the chaf / or the sttee
Maken so long a tale / as of the corn 
What sholde I teilen / ol: the roialtee 
At mariages / or which cours goth biforn 
Who hloweth in the trompe / or in an horn 
The fruyf of euery tale / is for to seye 
They ete / and drynke / and daunce / and, synge and pleye

704

They goon to bedde / as it was skile and 
ifor thogh fat wyues / he fui hooiy thynges 
Th^^ moste take / in pacience at ny^^tt . 
Swiche mane?'e necessaries / as been plesynges 
To folk / fat ban ywedded hem with rynges 
And leye a lite / hir hoolynesse aside 
As for the tyme / it may no het bitide

711

714

On hire he a ma^' childe anon pazter«i,fi-oii™aue.]
And to a bisshop / and his Constable eke 
He took his wyf to kepe / whan he is gon 
To Scotlondward / Ms foomen for to seke 
How faire Custance / that is so humble and meke 
So longe is goon with childe / til thal? stiUe 
She halt hire chambre / abiding* cristes wille

718

721

The tyme is come / a man^ child she beer 
Mauricius at the fontstoon / they hym calle 
This Constable / dooth forth come a Mcssageei? 
And wroot vn to his kjnig*' that cleped was Alle
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How tliat tli^s blisful ti^dy^ng* is bifalle
And othere tidy^n^ges / spedee^ul for to seye
He taketh the lettre / and forth he goolih his weye 728

This Mcssagor / to doon his auantage 
Vn to the ky^^ges mooder rideth swithe 
And s^lue'th hire ful faite in his langage 
Madame quod he / ye ma^ he glad and blithe 
And thanketh god / an hundred thousand sithe 
My lady queene / hath chiild with outen doute 
To ioye and hlisse / to al this regne aboute

732

735

Lo heere the lettres / seled of this thyngi 
That I moot here / with al the haste I may 
If ye wol aughb vn to youre sone the kyng/ 
I am youre sernai^t^' bothe nyght and day „ 
Donegild answerde / as now at this tyme nay 
But heere al nyght / I wol thou take thy reste 
To-morwe / wol I seye thee / what me leste

739

742

This Message:r / drank sad^;y ale and wyn ■ 
And stolen were hise lettres pryuely 
Out his box / whil he sleep as a swyn 
And cou:^'trefeted was ful sub^^i^lly 
Another lettre / wrog]^1f ful synfully 
Vn to the kyng directt this mateere
ffro his Constable / as ye shal after heere

peaf 02]

746

749

The lettre spakt the queene deliulred was 
Of so horrible a feend^y creature 
That in the Castel / noon so hardy was 
That an^y while / dorste ther endure 
The mooder was an Elf by auenture 
Yeomen / by charmes / or by ,sorlerie 
And euerich / hateth hir compaignye
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Wo was tliis kjaig* wlian he this lettre had sayn 

But to no wig^^lf he tolde his sorwes soore 
But of his owene hand / he wroot agayn 
Wel come the sonde of crist' for eueremoOre 
To me / that am now lemed in his loore ' 
Lord / wel come he thy lush and thy plcsance 
My lush I putte al in thyn ordinaiice

760

763

Kcpatli this child / al he it foul or feir 
And eek my wyf / vn to myn hoom comynge 
Crist whan hym lisf may sende me an heir 
Moore agreahle than this / to my likynge 
This lettre he seleth pryuely wopjmge 
"Vluch to the Messager / was take soone 
And forth he gooi;h / ther is na moore to doone

767

770

774O
Message:r / fulfild of dronkenesse iLatm note, p. iss.]

Strong is thy hreeth / Ihy lymes faltren ay
And thon biwreyest / aile secreenesse 
Thy mynde is lorn / thou ianglest as a l^ay 
Thy face is turned / in a newe array 
Ther dronkenesse / regneth in any route 
Ther is no conseil hyd / with outen doute 777

O
Donegild / I ne haue noon englissR digne 

Vn to thy malice / and thy tirannye
And therfore / to the feend I thee resigne 
Lat hym enditen / thy traitorie 
ffy mannysh fy / o nay hy god I lye 
ify feendlych spiii^O for I dar wel teile
Thogh thou heere walke / thy sp^^it is in holle

This Messager / comth fpo the kyng agayn 
And at the kyn^ges moodres co'urt he lighte 
And she was / this Messager ful fayn 
And plesed hym / in al that euer she myghte
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He dranl* / and 'wC liis girdel vndeqhglite
He slcpeth / and lic sno^ictk in his gyse
All nyghk til thc so:nnc gan arysc 791

Ef* were hise lettres stolen ene-ychon 
And (cmntrcf'etcd lettres / in this wyse
The king ' co;mandeth / his Constable anon 
Vp peyne hangyng* and on heigh l^uyse 
That he ne sholde / suffren in no wyse 
Custance / in with his Eeawme for tahyde 
Thre dayes / and o quart^^ a tyde

But in the same ship / as he hire fond 
Hire and hir yonge sone / and al hir geere 
He sholde putte / and croude hire fro the lond 
And C^in?g(jn hire j she neuer eff coome thecre 
O my Custance / wel may thy goost haue feere 
And slepynge in thy dreem / heen in penance 
Whan Donegild / cast al this ordinance

•jf This Message!" / on morwe / whan he wool* 
Vn to the Cashel / halt the nexte way 
And to the Constable / he the lettre tool* 
And whan pat he / this pitous lettre say 
iful ofte he seyde / AUas and weylaway 
Lord crist quod he / how may this world endure 
So ful of synne / is many a creature

0 mygh<;y god / if that it he thy wille 
Sith thou art rightful l^uge, / ■ how ma,y it he 
That thou wolt suffren / Innocentz to spiUe 
And wikked folk / regnen in prosperitee 
0 goode Custance / Allas so wo is me 
That I moot; he thy tormentour or deye 
On shames deeth / ther is noon oother weye
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Wepen bothe yonge and, olde / in al tbat place 
Whan pat the kyng* this cursed lettre sente 
And Custance / witli a dee^^ly pale face 
The ferthe day / toward the ship she wente 
But nathelees / she taketh in good entente 
The wyl of Crisk and knelynge on the Stronde 
She seyde lord / ay wel come he thy sonde

823

826

He that me kepte / fro the false blame 
While I was / ob the lend amonges yow 
He kan me kepe / from harm / and eek fro shame 
In salte see / al thogh I se noght how 
As strong as euere he was / he is yet now 
In hym triste I / and in his mooder deere 
That is to me / my seyl / and eek my steere

peaf 6S]

830

833

Hir litel child / lay wepy'ng* in hir arm
And knelynge / pitously / to hym she seyde 
Pees litel sone / I wol do thee noon harm
Wih that hir co^(^?^(^l^i.el; / oucj- hir heed she breyde 
And oue?" hise litel eyen / she it leyde
And in hir Arm / she luUeth it ful faste 
And in to heuene / hire eyen vp she caste

837

840

Mooder quod she / and mayde bright Marie 
Sooth is / that thurgh wommanes eggi^i^f^r^tf 
Man kynde was lorn / and damned ay to dye 
ifor which thy child / was on a croys yrent 
Thy blisful eyen / sawe al his tormert* 
Thanne is ther / no comparison bitwene 
Thy wo / and any wo / man may sustene

844

847

Thow sawe thy child yslayn bifore thyne eycn 
And yet now / lyueth my child parfay
How lady bright / to whom alle woful cryen
Thow glorie wommanhede / thow faire may
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group B. § 2. man of Liw’s TALE. Ellosmol:o MS. 157
Thf^'w hauen of refu.* hr^g^te sterre ■ of day
Eewe on my child / tTt&t thy gentillesso
Eue^lf on enery rowoful in distresse 854

0 litel child / alias What is thy gil." 
That neuere wroghtest synne / as yet pardee 
"Wl^ wil thyn harde fader / han thee sp^l^lf 
O merccy deere Constable quod she
As lat my litel chUd / dweUe heer rviHr thee 
And if thon darst nah sauen hym for hlame 
Yet kys hym ones / in his fadres name

858

861

Ther with / she looked / hakward to the londe
And seyde / fare wel houshonde routhelees
And vp she rist / and walketh doun the stronde 
Toward the Ship / hir folweth al the prees
And eue-ro she preyeth hire child / to holde his pees 
And taketh hir leue / and with an hoo^y entente 
She blissed hire / and in to ship she wente

865

868

Vitailled was the ship / it is no drede 
Habi^:n(^i^i^l^]^;y / for hire ful longe space 
And othere necessaries / that sholde nede 
She hadde ynogh / heryed be goddes grace 
ffo^ wynd and weder / almyghty god pM-t^liace 
And brynge hire hoom / I kan no bettre seye 
But in the see / she diryueth forth hir weye

[leaf 63, lacli]

872

875

If Explicit secunda pars

f Sequitur pars torcia

A
lla the kyng / comth boom soone after this 
Vn to his Cast^l / oi the which I tolde 
And aisketh / where his wyf / and his child is

The Constable ' / gan aboute his berte co^lde 879
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And pleynly / al the manere he hym tolde 
As yo han herd / I kan telle it no bettre 
And sheweth the kymj< his seel and bis lettre 882

And seyde / lord / as ye comanded me 
Vp peyne deeth / so haue I doon ce'tein
This Messager / tormented was til he 
MoSte biknowe / and teilen plat and pleyn 
firo nyght to nyght / in what place he had leyn 
And thus hy wit / and sohtil enquerynge 
Tmagined was / by whom this harm gan.sprynge

886

889

T The hand was knowe / that the lettre wroof 
And aU the venym / this cursed dede
But in what wise / ce^lte^nly I noo<
Theifect is this / ^zt Alla out of drede
His mooder slow / that may men pleynly rede 
ifor fat she traitoure was to hire hgeance 
Thus endeth olde Donegil^d! with meschance

893

896

T
he sorwe that this Alla / nygfit and day

Maketh toi his w;yf / and for his child also
Ther is no tonge / that it ielle may
But now wol I / vn to Custance go
That lleteth in the see / in peyne and wo 
ffyue yeer and moore / as liked cristes sonde 
Er that hir ship / approched vn to the londo

900

903

Vnder an hethen Castel / atte laste
Of which the name / in my text noght I fynde 
Custance / and eek hir child / the see vp caste 
Ahnyghty god / that saued al mankynde 
Haue on Custance / and on hir child som mynde 
That faUen is / in hethen hand eft soone ■ 
In point to spille / as I shal telle yow soone
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•jf Doun fro tlie Castel / comth tlier ma'n;y a wight 
To gauren on tMs sliip / and on Custance 
But shoi^itly / from the Castel / on a nyght 
The lordes s^;^’^^rrf / god yeue him meschance 
A theeif / that hadde reneyed onre crernee 
Came in to the ship allone / and seyde he sholde 
Hir lem-mm he / wher so she woode or nolde

914

917*

Wo -vEts this wieeched -^oinmE^n tho higon
Hir child cride / and she ciide pitou^^y
But blisful Marie / heelp hire right anon 
ffor with hir strugl^jn^g* wel and myglhiily
The theef fil oner hord / al sod^Ty^i^;y
And in the see / he dreynte for vengeance 
And thus hath cris* vnwemmed kept Custance

921

924

O
foule lust of luxurie / lo thyn ende
Nat oonly / that thou feyntest mavnes mynde 

But verraily / thou wolt his body shende 
Whende of thy wer^ or of thy lustes blynde 
Is cow^pleoI^3<ngi hou many oon may men fynde 
T^at noght for werk som tyme / but for thentente 
Wo doon this synne / been outher slayn or shente

A^u^ctor.
[Latin noUf p. 188.]

928

^51

How may tliis wayke wo»zman / han this strengthe 
Hire to defende / aga^yn this rencigaf
O Golias / vnmesurable of lengthe
Hou myghte Dauid / make thee so
So yong< and of Ai^mure so desolaat
Hou dorste he looke / vp on thy dredfu^ face
Wel may men seen / it nas but goddes grace

Who yaf l^udith / corage or t^i^:^c^5^r^e^sse 
To sleen hym Oloferne / in bis tente 
And to deiliueren / out o^ wrecchednesse 
The peple of god / I seye for this entente

14 ELLESMERE 159
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160 GROUP B. § 2. man op law’s ta^e. Ellosmoro MS 

That right as god / spirit of vigour sente
To hem / and saued hem / out of meschance
So sente he myg^tf and vigour to Custance 945

949

fforth gooth hir ship / thurgh out the narwe mouth [if 64, bk 
Of J^ubja^ltare and Septe dryuyuge alway 
Som tyme W<^i3* and som tyme horiih and South 
And som tyme est* ful mair^' a wery day 
Til cristes mooder / blessed he she ay 
Hath shapen / thurgh hir endoloos goodnesse 
To make an ende / of al hir heuynesse 952

N
ow lat vs stynte / of Custance but a throwe 
And speke we / of the Eomayn Empereur 

That out of Surrye / hath by lettf^es knowe 
The slaughtre of cristen folk / and dishonour 
Doon to his dogliter / by a fais traytour 
I mene / the cursed wilckcd Sowdanesse 
That at the feeste / leet sleen both moore and lesse

ifor which this Emp^^our / hath sent anon
His senatour / with roial ordinance
And others lordes / god woot many oon
On Surryons / to taken heigh vengeance
They hrennen j sleen / and brynge hem to meschance 
Eul ma:ny a day / but shoir^^ly / this is thende ■ 
Hornward to Rome / they shapen hem to wende

This senatour / repaireth with victorie
To Rome ward saiUynge ful Roia^lly 
And mette the ship dryuynge / as seith the storie 
In which Custance / sit ful pitous^y 
Ho thyng knew he / what she was / ne why ? 
She was in swich array / ne she nyl seye/ 
Of hire estaai* thogh she sholde deye
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GEi^u.p B. § 2. man op lav’s TAtE. EUesmcre MS. 161

He bryngeth hire to Eome / and to his wyl/ 
He yaf hire / and h^r yonge sone also 
And with tbe senatour / she ladde hir lyP 
Thus kan oure lady / hryngen out of wo 
Woful Custance / and ma'ny anoither mo 
And longe tyme / dwelled she in that place 
In hoo^ly wo]?kos ouoio / as was liir grace

The senateurs wyf / hir Aunte was ’
But for all thaP she knew hire neue^ the moore 
I wol no lenger / tarien in this cas
But to kyng AUa / which I spake of yoore 
That wepeth for his wy^ / and siketh soore 
I wol retourne / and lete I W^^l Custance 
Vnder / the Senateurs goue^ance

977

980

984

987

991K
yng Alla / -which that hadde his moodei* slayn Oeec 65] 

Vp on a day fil in s-wich ropentanco
That if I / shoidily / teilen shal and playn 
To Borne he com-th / to recoyuon his penance
And putte hym / in the popes ordinance 
In heigh and logh / and Ihesu crist hisoghte 
fi^^yeue / hise wikked ^^e?kos Jf^ctf; he wroghte 994

H The fame anon / thurgh out the toun is hom 
How Alla kyng / shal comen on pilgrymage 
By herbergeours / that wenten hym biforn 

ffor which / the Senatour / as was vsage 
Bood hym aga^yns / and many o^ his lynage 
As wel to shewen / his heigBe magnificonco 
As to doon / any kyng a reuoronco

H Greet cheoro / dooth this noOle Senatour 
To kyng Alla / and he to hym also 
Euerich hem / dooth oother greet honour 
And so Oifel / that in with a day or two
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162 GROUP B. § 2. MAN op lamp’s tale. Ellesmere MS.
This Senatour / is to kyng Alla go
To feste / and shortly / if I shal nat lye 
Custances sono / wente in his compaignye 1008

11 Som men wolde seyn / at requeste of Custance 
This Senatour / hath lad this drild to feeste
I may nat teilen / eueiry circumstance 
Be as be ma;y / ther was he at the leeste 
But soo^h is this / that at his moodres heeste ' 
Biforn Alla / durynge the metes space 
The child stood / lookynge in the kynges face

H This Alla ky^i^g* hath of this child greet wonder 
And to the senatour / he seyde anon
Wh^os is that faire child / that stondeth yonder ? 
I no^t quod he / by god / and by seint Tohn 
A mooder he hath / but fader hath he noon 
That I of wootf but sh^^ljly / in a stounde 
He tolde Alla / how thai* this ch.ild was founds

But god wo(^(f quod this senatour also
So vertuous a lyuere in my lyf
Ke saugh I neuere as she / ne herde of mo
Ofi w^^ld^y wommen / mayde ne of^ wyf*
I dar wel seyn / hir hadde leuere a knyO
Thurgh ont hir bresli than ben a womman wikke 
There is no man / koude brynge hire to that prikke 

1012

1015

1019

1022

1026

1029

11 How was this child / as lyke vn to Custance peaf 65, back] 
As possible is / a creature to be 
This AUa / hath the face in remembrance 
Of dame Custance / and ther on mused he 
If that the childes mooder / were aught she 
That is his w;yf / and pryuely he sighte 
And spedde hym fro the table / that he mygSte
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GROUP B. § 2. man of law’s taim. EUesmeire

Parfay tlioghte he / fantome is in myn heed 
I oghte deme / of skilful l^uggeime^t
That in the salte see / my T^;yf is deed
And afterward / he made his Argument ■ 
What woot I / if that Crist haue hyder ye<e^tt 
My wyf hy see / as wel as he hire sente 
To my co:ntree / fro thennes that she wente

And after Nopn / hoom with the Senatour 
Goth Alla I for to seen this wonder chaunce 
This Senatour / dooth Alla greet honour 
And hastifly | he sente after Custaunce 
But trusteth weel | hire liste nat to daunce 
A^lian fat she wiste / wherfore was that sonde 
Vnnethe / vp on hir feet she myghte stende

f Whan AUa saugh his wyi? faire he hire grette 
And weep / that it was routhe for to see 
ifor at the firste look he dn hire sette
He knew wel verraily / that it was she 
And she for sorwe / as doumh stant as a tree 
So was hir herte sheit in hir distresse
Whan she rememhred / his vnkyndenesse

Twyes she swowned / in his owene sighte 
He weep / and hym excuseth pitously 
How god quod he / and hise halwes hrighte 
So wisly on my soule / as haue mercy 
That of youre harm / as giltlees am I 
As is Maurice my sone / so lyk youre face 
Elies the feend / me fecche out of this place

If Long Was the sohhyngy and the hitter peyne 
Er that / hir woful hertes myghte cesse
Greet was the pitee / for to heere hem pleyne 
Thurgh whiche pleintes / gan h’r wo encreeee
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164 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE Ellasmera MS.

I pray jow alle / my labour to relesse
I may nat telle hir wo / vn til to morwe
I am so wery / for to speke of sorwe 1071

But fina^lly / wban tliat tbe sotlie is rrist
That Alla giltl^ees / was of bir wo
I ti^oWe I an hundred tymes / been they k^s< 
And swicb a blisse / is tber bitwix hem two 
That saue the ioye / that lasteth auBz■amo 
Ther is noon lyk / that any creature
Hath seyn or / shal / whil fat the world may dure

penf M]

1075

1078

Tho preyde she hir housbonde mekely 
In relief / of hir longe pitons pyne 
That he wolde preye / hir fader speci^vl^ly 
That of his magestee / he wolde enclyne 
To vouche saiuf / som day yrth hym to dyne 
She preyde hym eek / he wolde by no waye 
Vn to hir fader / no wofd hire seye

1082

1085

V Som men wold seyn / how pat the child Maurice 
Dooth this Message / Vn to this Empcrour .
But as I gesso / Alla was nai so nyce
To hym that was / of so soueireyn hono/
As he that is / o^ cristen folk the flour
Sente any child / but it is bet to deeme 
He wente hym se^ / and so it may wel seeme

1089

1092

51 This Empenour / hath graunted ga:^ltilly
To come to dyner / as he hym bisoughte
And wel redo I / he l^ooked bisily
Vp on this child / and on his doghter thoghte 
Alla goth to his In / and as him oghte 
An^ayed for this feste / in euery wise
As ferforth / as his ma;y sufiise •
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GRoop B. § 2. MAN oo LAW’s TALE. EUcsi^eite MS, 

ir The moirwe cam / and Alla gan hym dresse ' 
And eek Ms / th^ Emperour to meete •
And forth they ryde / in ioye and ' in gladnesse 
And wh.ah she sau;glt / Mr fader in the strete 
She lightc doun / and falleth hym to feete 
iEade;r qnod she / youre yonge cli^ld Custance 
Is now M d^ene / ont youre rememhrahcc

165

1103

4106

I am youre dog^^'ter / Custance quod she 
That vMl^om / ye han sont / vn to Surrye 
It am I fader / that in the galte see 
Was put alione / and_ dampned for to dye 
1<ow goode fader / merely I ' yow crye 
Sende me namoore / vn to noon hethenesse 
But thonketh my lord heere / o? his kynden^esse

lllO

1113

11 "Who kan / the pitous ioye / telleh al 
Bitwixe hem thre^ syn they heen thus ymette 
But d: my tale f make an ende I shal 
The day goth faste ■/ I wol no lenger lette 
This giade folk / to dyner they hem sette 
In ioye and hlisse / at mete I lete hem dwelle 
A thousand fpold / wel moore than I kan teUe

[leaf 66, back]

1117

1120

ir This child Maurice / was sithen Empej'our 
Maad by the pope / and lyued cristen^ly 
To cristes chirche / he dide greet* honour 
But I lete all his storie passen hy 
Of ■ Custance / is my tale speci<‘dly

■ In. the olde Eomane geestes / may men fynde 
Maurices lyf / I bere it noght in mynde

11 This kyng AUa / whan he his tyme say 
With his Custance / his hoo^ly wyf so sweete 
To Engelonct / beeh they come the righte way 
Wher as they lyue / in ioye and in quiete

■]^j^!^:esmebe 165
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.1138

- 1141

'*

16G GEOUP B. § 2., MAN OP law’s tale. Ellesmere Ml.

But litel wMle it l^asteth / I yow heete [.Latn >u>e:, ji. iss.]

l^oy^e of this, worl-d. / {or tyme wOl nat abyde 
ilfro .^y to ny^g^^t^ / it' cbaugetb as the tyde

■ - ^\Vll0.l.yued'euere / in swich. delit o day ctazin »>< p.iss.] ,
t^h^at hym. ne moeued / oi^tl^iei? conscience

' ■ O'? -Ire J or taiyilif or son» Eynnes affray_
' Enuye.J ol pride / oi? passion / or offei^co

, J ne seye but for^. this ende tbis sentence 
That litel while in ioye'/ or in plesance 
Lasteth thl^-ld^i^sse of Alla with Custance ■

, «ffor / that taketh / o4i lieigB -and i^ogh / bis rente
' '^Vlian passed ivas a yeer / euene as I gesse '

'. Qu-].-^!’ this --vl^rbI /.this kyng Alla ' lie honte . .
lEor whom /.,£^usst^iice / hath ful greot hetiynesse . lt-lit

' -l^oov lat VS praye to god " his soule •blesse - ' ' ■ '

And daine t^ui3t;a:nce / fiha^^^ly to seye '
■ Tow^a^r^d-the tou^’df Rome./goth hir woye . ■ 1148>‘

„ 11 Eb .‘R^ome is conay/ {bis hoQl.y creature
' And 'fy^deth hlre5’reenIes /J^oble and sounde

■ • Row is she scajied / al bire auonture
' And whan /at she / hir fader hath yfounde 

Doun on hir knees / falleth sje to"grounde 
Wepynge for tenIrenesse / in herte blithe 
She heryeth god / an hu^lIred thousand sithe.

f In vertu / and hooly almus dede -
- They lyu^e^n. aile / and neuere a so.nde:^' wende ‘ 

TiU dee-th. IeparteI hem / this lyf they lede 
And fareth uoiv Weel / my tatfe is^*t an ende 
Now Ihcsu Cr^i^if that of hig mygbt may seliIe
l^oye after wo / goueme vs in bis grace • . _
And kepa vs all§ / tha't been in this place Amen' fSj 1162
» * J ♦

. . Heere endeth^. tlie I^jale / of t^he man Sf.La^w^' fgj .
' * e , - '

[Tit Wife O BaOi» Prologu)  ̂foOloms in the AfS.]
' 166 ' ■

. . .* . '

1152

1155

[ooer

'1159'
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In this fird, issue, 1871, only 14 of the Guts are given.

The other 10 mil follow in 1872. When the print of ^eh

MS is hoond, the cut of each Teller of a Tale can he put 

at the beginning of his Tale, as in the Mllesrnere MS, or

In his description in the Germ-al Profgue, to conttass the 

artisds hand wiih the poet’s; or, all the cots can he put 

togeher before f afte' the Prologue, or at the end of ttie 

volume (as ntf part f the MS), according to the fcmcy 

f .eachi Mf'llhf•.
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' From F. J. Furnivall, 3, St George's Sq., Ptrinii^ose Hill, ^Xtniion, H.W., ’
. ; Marh, ' lW8i

KtLE'S
FOE THE COl^lPILATION Op THE -GlOSS^^^lI^I. CONCORDANCi; TO ClIAT^OER’S '

' ■ W011E3.' .. '

1. ThS Words.

1. The first text of each work printed from a MS ' in the Socieity’s
editions — Six-Text Print of the Canterbury Tales, ParallehText 
Edition of the Minor Poems, &c.,—is to be taken as the Basis to work 
on. Prom this 'Basis only (except for readings differing from it in 
words: see Bule 4,) are quotations to be made. The Basis Text is. 
to be treated as numbee' 1 or I ; the other texts as 2 or II, 3 or III, 
4 or IV, 5 or V, 6 or VI, in their printed order In 'fchie Mlinor I^oe^ms,-
i, ' ii, iii, iv,v, vq rrWi be uusd fori ,II,,fec., the 3 texfc-i of the Sup
plementary Parallel-Texts will be 7 or viii^ 8 or viii,-i) or jx, and those 
of the Odd-'Pexts wiU be 10 or x, IP or xi^®. When any other MS is 
substituted Ooi one of the Six Texts, as Sloane 1685, Harleian 1758, 
Additional 514^0/ or MS Eeg. 18 C ii,® for the Cambridge (III) ; or a 
Barlow, Sdlfdn (Arch. Seld. B 14), or Laud, for the Corpus (IV), the 
first thi^ee letters d? the name such-substituted MS is.to ■^id added 
to the number of the MS, it Idplacds, as III Slo* Har-, . Add., Heg. . 
IV Bar., Sei., Lau. • ", '

2. A quotation, of a line in t pretiy, .and anequivaleitt .

■' j’ The first text of B^ta^VCnche is' from'Thyniie’s.prmted edition o! 1530, and 
has lost many a final e, in the rymes especially. * '

’ The^asis of Blmtnehie will be 2, and the othi^irsal and 3. •
5 I have 3 sets of figures, only to save the printers’ type, ' and space in the 

Concordance. 1, 2, &c., go before spellings, and I, II, &c., i, ii, &c., after page 
and lihe reference. .

- * Addit. 25,718 will be ‘ AddT.’ b.’; Harl. 7335 will be ‘ Har. b.', and Sloane 
1686 will be ‘Slo. b.'

® MS Eeg. 17 I) XV will be ‘ Eeg. b' ; Cambr. Dd. 4. 24 will be ‘ Cam. J.’, 
and Cambr. Ii. 3. 26 will be ‘ Cam. c! '

* A clause will, when necessary, be shortened by dots ... to show the sense.

    
 



2

to be made froi^ the Basis for evmij word, in eoery inflection, every
' time tfhtt it occurs, except in'the case Of Particles and auxili.arj Verbs 

in their ordinary senses : for these,, two quotations ' need be given 
by each concordancer,, .t^b^ough he will send-in a list all such Particles
and AuxiJ^iaii^es, with their senses, for which he has only given two 
quotations. ' For unusual senses, as a ?= one, he, has, his,.&c., and in 
all cases doubt, eV^^y quotation should be made. (.Evv^irf/om
the word quoted will be got under Eute 3.)

3. In every ve^<yation, the w<^rd it is qiioted-fc^r -^ tobe under
scored ; and under the quotation are to be written all the variations 
of spelling of, and rradieg for, the quotation-word, that occur in the 
other texi^; and every siuch varied oprllie", ' and reading, is to be 
preceded by <3ie n«mbirr of its Text. ■ .

' ■ 4. Wh^m ift any other MS another rrading is orbOtttutrd for the
quotation'-word, a orparate quotation from the MS that contaies the 
new reading, is to be made for such new readi^ig, and the number of 
its MS is to be af^xed to it (I, II, III, &c., i, ii, tti, &c.), with the Basis
word for which it . is a substitute.

0- To • every quotation is to be put its page® and line (and when 
nredfrl, the No. of its MS), preceded by C.T. for the Canterbury Tales; ' 
M.P. for iSie Minor Poems, Tro. for Troilus, Ast. for the Astrolabe, and 
JBo. for Boece. ThrO ‘C.T. 312/308, III,' will mean ‘ Cant^;rliury 
Tales, page 312, line 308, third Text or Manus^iri^]^!;' (the Cambridge).'* , 
When the Text referreddo is in the SupplemenCar'y or .Odd volume, 
Sup. ft^idAv^l-l be prefi.xt to its number. - • ' ■ ’

6. Every quotation is to be on a separate slip of paper, a lea:^ of, 
ordinary notr-paprr folded once, lengthwisr. In the left corerr is to 
be written the «»tch- or quotation-word, -vii.h the name its part of 
oprrch, of its in^lr€tion (ease, number plural, gender of* adjrctivrS 
singular when femintnr (?), person, ■4rnor•'’), ancl with its mraeieg, so 
that the Editor may ho able ea.s^^y to arrange the words and their . 
orqurncr of mra^lings. _ •

' ■ For prepositions, &c., that have many ‘ ordinari^* Senses^’ it will be best to
give six quotations for every sense. ' ' ''

“ ‘ Eeading ’ includes diffei-ence's-of prefiix of suffi.x of til»f: s^me wordjfinto,- 
onto; yrous, yreful; makyng, maked), as we^l as a diilfere^t word,

- ® Till the separate-Texts vary in order from the Six-Text the one page-
number on each page numbers both Six-Text and separate-Text. Afterwards 
the numbers differ. ' -

‘ Tables will be prefi.xt to the Concordance, that will enable its references . 
to be converted into others for Tyrwhitt’s, Wrigttt’s,'and Morris’s,cditions. . 

' ® -n. t., verb transitive. l st., substantive, gen., dat. acc. (cases). '
V. i., verb intlan^^if^i^■^e; amx. auxili- I adj., adjective.
pi^es., per/., inf., imp. p., pp., adv., adverb, .

for the tenses and participles ; 1, 2, ,3 | pie^^., conj., p^i^t^n., as usual.
p^ei-s. sing, or pi. j ’

■
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(Spurious lines, and Gamelyn, are not to t^e inde:xt.)''
Samples Quotations follow, to show how the Eules are to he

workt^-out.

I a. Wc^I^DS FROM THE SIX-TEXT OF THE CANT^J^IUBURT TALES.

Taking 4 lines, 289-292, from'the Doctor-Pa,rdoMr Link, Group 
C, § 2, the Gant&huy Tales, the words * fals ’ (with its subsi^itute 
cursed), *Instise,’ *dee^h,’ ‘he:r^^’ (with its snbstltntc tongue, ‘false,’ 
* l^ug^es ’ (w^th its snbstitnte Tustiee), will be indext as below:—

1 "Ellesmere. This was a fais che:rl and a fais l^us^tiis^e,
2 Hengw^rt. This was a fais chei?l / and a fais l^nstisc

3 Sloane.l Thys was a false Clerk/ and a false l^i^st^i^ee
4 Corpus. This was a cursed ferff a fais l^usti^se

5 Petworth. This was a cursed feef a fais l^l^iti^ic ,
6 i Lansdowne. This was a cuised jidf a fais l^n^it;ice.

1 El. 
. 2 H.
' 3 Soo-.*

:4 Cor.
■ 5 P.

6 L.

1 El. 
'2 H.

3 Slo.i
4 Cor.

5 P.
6 E.

As shameI’ul deeth / as herte may deuyse 
As shameful deeth / as herte may deuyse 
As shamefulle deth as tonge can deuyse 
As scham:ful de]) as herte can deuyse
As sliame:ful deej) as herte can deuise .
A sche.ndful defe a;s hert can deuise

■ ** . * ‘ 
Coine to thise false lunges / and • hire Aduocatz 
Come to thise l^u^ges / and hir Aduocatz 
Come to fe l^ustice and hir/ aduocase 
So faUe ypon his body and his bones , 
Coa^^‘to.fff lustise and her aduocas .' ,
So fal vpon his body and his bones -

290

291

1 El.
2 H.

• - 8 Slo.f
4 Cor.

5 P.
6 L.

Algate / this se!ly mayde / is siayp aljas 
Algate this sely made / is slayn alias 
Algate, fis sely woman ys slayne Alas . 
feeler^^ll hek^^ni^e hihi al ilt ones
Algates J^is se^ly wOaiman is sclayn alas . 
J^e deuel .1. be-ken him al atl ones

292

I
(1.) fais, adj. nnjnit, rascally.

This was a.JaIs cfierl and a fais . l^^st^i^se. C.T. 312/289.
3 Slo.,,fals{^i^l]^sl^. 4, 6, clHlri^, :falSi • 6, cuslsi^,falSii

■ ' Sloane 1685, for the Cambridge MS Ogi 4. 27,
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• (2.) cursed for fals), desei-ving damnation.
This vras a cursed a fals l^u^st^i^ce. C.T. 312/289, IV, V.
1, 2, fa^s. 3 Sloo fa^s<^. 6, cuss^cid

(3.) iust^i^ise ®, s6., ju^st^i^ce, ju^d^ge.
This was a fals chejrl and a fals l^u^st^ise.

3 Slo., 6, l^u^s^tiice. „
C.T. 312/289.

C.T. 312/290,

C.T. 312/290.

(4.) deeth, sb. death, mortal punishment.
As sliame:ful deeth / as herte may deuyse.
3 Slo., detli. 4, def. 5, deeji. 6, dejje.

(5.) herte, sb. heart, imagination.
As shameful deeth / as herte may deuyse.
3 Sl^o., tonge. 5, herte. 0. hert.

(6.) tonge {for herte), sb. tongue.
As shameJfulle deth as tonge can deuyse. C.T. 312^/290, III Slo. 

1, 2, 4, herte. 5, herte. 6, hert.

(7.) false, adj.pl. obj. unjust, rascally.
Come to thise false l^u^ges / and hire Aduocatz. C.T. 312/291.

(not in 2. See l^u^t^i^ce for 3, 5 j and Body for 4, 6.)

(8.) luges, sb.pl. ace.
Come to thise false luges / and hire Aduocatz. C.T. 312/291.

(3, l^^s^f^i^ce. 5, l^u^sliise. See Body for 4, 6.)

(9.) iustice, sb. ojj. j'r^st^:^ce, jr^dge.
Come to pe l^t^st^i^ce and hir/ aduocase. C.T. 312/291, III Slo. 
5, l^^st^i^^e. 1, 2, l^r^g'es. (See Body for 4, 6.)

I b. Mr Hen^y Cromie has indext lines 379-80 Group D of the 
Canterbury Tales thus :

* Strictly speaking, all these variations should be entered as fresh words 
wif,ti quotations. But as that would make the book nearly 6 times the large 
size it will have to be, we must give it up.

“ The modern forms justice, deaths, &c., will be entered in the Glossary, 
with cross references to the older spellings.
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(10.) Lordynges, sb. pl. gentlemen, sirs. .
Lordynges riglit thus as ye haue vnderstonde. C.T. 344/379.

3, Lordyngis. 5, Lordingges. 6, Lordeynges. '
(11.) right, adv. exactly.
Lordynges right thus as ye haue vnderstonde.

3, ryjt. 5, rij. 6, riht. ■
(12.) thus, adv. in this manner.

Lordynges right thus as ye haue vnderstonde.
3, 4, 5, 6, Jius.

(13.) as, conf, like.'
Lordynges right- thus as ye haue vnderstonde.

4, (omitted,.)
(14.) ye, 2. pers. pt: pron. nom.

Lordynges right thus as ye haue vnder^st^onde.
3, 4, 5, 6, je.

(15.) haue, 2 pers. pt. pres. v. aux. have.
Lordynges right thus as ye haue vnderst^onde.

2, 3, 4, 5, han.
(16.) vnderst^onde, pp. v. t. comjorehended, heard.
Lordynges right thus as ye haue vndejst^onde. C.T. 344/379,

3, vndyi^st^onde. 4, vnderstande. 5, hunderstand. 6, vnder-
stande.

(17.) Baar, perf. v. t. hare. (Phrase, here (m honde.) ;
Baar I stifly myne olde houshondes on honde. C.T. 344/380.

2, 3, 4, Bm^. 5, 6, Bb^c.
(18.) I, 1st pers. sing. pron.

Baar I stifly myne olde houshondes on honde.

(19.) Stifly, adv. in a strict manner.
Baar I stif^.y myne olde houshondes on honde.

(20.') Myne, pi prron. mine.
Baar I stifly - myne olde houshondes on honde.

3, 4, 5, m^^. -

C.T. 344/379.

C.T. 344/379.

C.T. 344/379.

C.T. 344/379.

C.T. 344/379.

C.T. 344/380.

C.T. 344/380.

C.T. 344/380.
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(21.) olde, ~a,dj. pl. aged,
Baar I stilly myne olde housbondes on honde. C.T. 344/380.

(22.) houshondes, sb. pl. husbands. '
Baar I stifly myne olde houshondes on honde. C.T. 344/380.

3, housbonde. 5, httsbondes. 6, hu[s]bondes.

(23.) hende, sb. dat. hand. (Phi^ase, bere on honde.') _
Baar I stifly myne olde housbondes on honde. C.T. 344/380.

4, 6, hande. 5, hand.
(24.) on, prep. (Phi^ase, here on honde.)

Ba^r I stifly myne olde housbondes on'honde. C.T. 344/380.

' II. "V(^i^iis from the Minor Poems i 2, dstonyd, and werlcynge, 
in the Pdrlament of Foules, 1. 5, of -^lh.ch -ve have 6 texts in the - 
‘ Parallel-Te;st Edition,' 3 texts in the ‘ Supplementary Parall^el- 
Te:xts,' and 2 fragments in the ‘ Odd-'^(^:!;ts.’

1. A-stonyd -wt;h his wojzdyrful Wei’kynge
2. Astonyeth vHh hys wondy^r’ftH ^^^rkyng
3. A^st^oneth with his wonderful werkyng
4. A^-^£^(^oi^;ye>e w'tA his wondirful Werkynge
5. Asl^c^n^t^d! withe his -vvnnirfl^^:^ workyng
6. Al stonyeth \%h his wondu^fuli worky^nge

Sup. 7. A^stonyeth so with his dredfu^^ worchyng
Sup. 8. Astonyth so with his dredft^R wOTch^j^i^g*
Sup. 9. {the first 14 lines are not in the MS.)
Odd 10. A^s^^^c^■^l^;yth w«tA hys wondi^e:^t^H wirkynge
Odll. A^stonyd his wondij^ft^H werkyng

(25.) astonyd, v. t. 3 dng. pres, astounds.
A^-stonyd with his wond;yrful werkynge MP, 60/5.

2, Astonyeth. 3, Ast^oneth. 4, A-ston;yefe. 5, Ast^oned. 6, ston- 
yeth. Sup. 7, Astony^eth. 8, Astonyth. Odd 10, As^i^c^'wnyth. 11, 
Astonyd.
Enter stonyeth, -

(26.) stonyet^h, v. t. 3 sing. pres, stuns, astounds.
A1 stonyeth wi'tA his wondu^^^ft workynge. MP, 50/5, vi.

{Se A^stonyd.)
(27.) al, ddv. entirely^.
A1 stonyeth vfiih his w^^d^^fu^ workynge. MP, 60/5, vi.

(Xot in any other MS. See Astonyd.)
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(28.) werkynge, sb. dat. working, deeds, operation.
A-stonyd with, his wondyiful werkynge. MP, 50/5.

2, wyrkyng. 3, O(Zd'10, werkyng. 5, workyngi. 6, workynge. 
Suj). 7, 8, worchyng'. Od 10, wirkynge.

III. Eyme^.

For the rymes we shall want a wod-lisS as well as a ryme-list, so 
that we can, on the one hand, turn to tragedye (L. tragedia), and 
see w-ith what words Chaucer rymes it ; and, on the other hand, turn 
to 'y. ye, (dye. or brie. and see what words Chaucer uses with that 
ryme. Thus we must put down every pair rymes three times, 
every trio four times ; oncS, for the ending, and once for each word of 
the pair or trio, writing at tiie left corner the paper the ending or 
the word for which the ryme is quoted. Every ryme will have its 
reference, as before.

By the side the ryming words in the wrd-lkt, will be written 
all the variations ryme, if any, from the Basis ; but for the ryme- 
list, all these variations will be treated as independent rymes, and 
each entered with the number of its MS (I, II, III, &c.) added to 
its reference.

Ill a. The ryhier of thelitu^s i9e-2£^^ -^f Group C of the Ct^n^ter- 
bury Tales (p. 2-3 above) will be entered thus :—

(29.) aduocatz, sb. pl
A^d^u^ocatz C.T. 312/291

alia^
adtiocas 5. 

alas 5.
aduocase 3. 

alas 3.
(hones 4, 6.

ones.)

(30.) alias, interj.
Aduocatz

alias C.T. 312/292

(31.) bones, sb. pl.
bones, C.T. 312/291, IV, V.

at ones.

aduocase .3.
alas 3.

S^C^l^OI^£S3 5>. 
alas

(bones 4, 6. 
ones)

(32.) ones at, adv.
bones, pl. dbj.

(at) ones, C.T. 3121292, IV, V (aduocatz, &c., Ohers. 
alias)
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(3;^.)-atz (34.)' -ase (35-)' -as
A^d^uocatz C.T 312/292 aduocase C.T. 312/291 aduocas C.T. 312^/291 

alias alas III alas V.

The rj'mes of li^nes 379-380 O; Group D of the Ganterljiri'y 
Tales (p. 5-6 above) are entered thus by Mr Henry Cromie :
(36.) -and. ,

hunderstand C.T. 344^/37fl>.-
hand V^.

(37.) -ande.
, vnderstande C.T. 344/379. 

bande IT VI.
(38.) -onde.

vnderstonde C.T. 344/379. 
honde.

(39.) honde, sJ.
vnderstonde

honde C.T. 344/380. bande 4.
(40.) vnderstonde, pp. v. i.
vnderstonde. vnderstande 4.
honde C.T. 344/380. bande 4.

The ryme and last wOTr^’of line 5 of the Parlament will be entered 
thus :—

vnd^ej^stande 4. hunderstand 5. v^^d^ej^-stande 6. 
hand 5. bande 6.

hunderstand 5. v^d^ei^-stande 6. 
hand 5. bande 6.

(41.) werkymge, sJ. dai.
conquerynge c(^o^(^u(^rl^I^<; coo^tqr^i^iryng' conquerygne

felyage ffeyi^g^g felygne
werkynge •W(^l^lcyng* workynge

MP, 50/5 ii, iii, Old is;. v.

(42.) -ynge
conquery^wge 

felynge 
werkynge 
MP, 50/2

. (43.) ' -yng
conque;ryng 

felyng 
tvyrkyng 

MP, 50/2, li.

-ygne(44^1
conquerygne 

felygne 
worky^^^ge

MP, 50/2, vi.
' Each of these will be entered on a separate slip, though printed here in 

one line.

^OHN AND SON, PBJ^NTEES.

    
 



GKOVP D. FKAGM^ENT V.
§ 1. WIFE OF BATCH’S PREAMBIjE.

ELLESMEBE MS.

. Ion

The Pyologe / of the Wyues taie of Bat^lie

xperience / though noon Auctoritee 
Were in this world / were right ynogR to me 
To spelee of wo / tliat is in mariage 
ifor lordynges / sith I .xij. yeer wasr o:f Age 4

Yth^onked be god /Ithai is eterne on lyue 
Housbondes Oi chirche dore I baue had fyUe 
ifor I so ofte / haue ywedded bee 
And alle / were worthy men in liir degree 
But me was toold cejrteyn J nat longe agoon is 
That sith that Cristf ne wente neuej-e but onis 
To weddj^i^g* in the Cane of Galilee 
By the same / ensample / thoughte me 
That I ne sholde / wedded be but ones 
Herkne eek / which a sharpe word for the nones 
Beside a welle / Ihesus god and man 
Spak / in repreeue the Samaritan 
Thon hast yhad / fyue heusbendes quod he 
And that man / the which Jiiat hath now thee 
Is noght thyn heusbende / thu^ seyde he ce-teyn 
What that he mente ther by / I kan nat seyn 
But pzt I axe / why that the fifthe man 
Was noon housbonde to the samaritan 
How manye / myghte she haue in mariage 
Yet herde J neueire teilen in myn age

15 eu^i^s^meee 167 <e‘T. 33-l)

8

12

16

20

In Cana GaHJoo

Qui cnu» somot 
init ad nupcias / 
doGuit scmcl csso 
nnb^ndum

Non ost vxcrum
numcr^u#

2*4 dUHi^^^us i

    
 



335 SIX-TEXT
168 GROUP D. § 1. wipe’s preamble. EU^s:^(^^e M!3.

quia secundum 
Pauluju/ Qui 

vxtwes sic 
sint tanquam non 
habentos
ir Creseite & multiplicamini

\ Si autew non 
continent/ 
nubiint^/

U QtO si dormie* 
rit vir eius li^mitu 
e.st/^i^i vult^u^bat in Dom/no

Si accepcHs 
vxorem no» 
peccasti / et si 
nupse^it virgo 
non peccau^^/ set 
1)1] qni dom’no se 
voucrunt Ita 
idem &c

Melius est 
nubere quam vri 

Lameth qni 
prim«« int^auit 
bigamiam / 
sanguinarius & 
limnicida est 
5^ Ahralia^ 
ti^i^^^mua 
5 lacob quatri- '
gamus

Vpon this nombre difiinicioMn
Men ma^ deuyne / and glosen vp and doun 
Eut wel I ■^oot* expr^cS withi-onte lye 
God liad TS / lo^r to w^t^s^e a^i^d 
That ge:ntil teXf kan I [wel] ynderstonde 
Eek Wel I wootf he seyde myn housbonde 
Sholde lete fader and mooder / and take me 
But of no nomibre / mencion) made he 

bigamye / or Octogam;ye •
Why sholde men / speke of it vileynye 
IT Lo heere / the wise kyrng* dann salomon 
I trowe / he hadde wyues / mo than oon 
As wolde god / it were leue.fu^ vn-to me 
To he refresshed / ha^lf so ofte as he 
Whi^ch yifte o^ God / hadde he / for alle hise wyuys 
Ifo man hath swich / pat in this w^rld alyue is 
God woot / this noble kJ^ng* as to my wit 
The firste ny^gjltV had many a myrie fit 
With ech of hem / so wol was hym on lyue 
Ybl^essed he god / that I haue wedded fyue 
Wc^l^come the ,sixte / whan that eue:re he shal 
ffor sothe / I wol nat kepe me chaast in al 
Wh^an myn hoUshonde / is fro the world ygon 
Som cristen man / shal wedde me anon 
ffor thanne / thapostle seith / I am free
To wedde a goddes hal^:* where 'it ik^istl^^ me t>->»io»«»^a^iire:i 
He seith / to be wedded / is ' no synne 
Bet is / to be Weidded / than to brynne 
What rekketh me / thogh folk seye vil^eyny^e 
O^ shrewed lameth / and of higamye 
I woot wel / A^l^r^aham / was an hooly man 
And l^^cob eek* /as ferforth as I kan 
And ech of hem / hadde wyues mo than two 
And many another man A^so 
Whanne saugh ye euere / in [any] manere Age 
That hye god / defended mariage

ELLESMERE 168 ,(6-T. 335)
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[leaf 67, back]
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40

44

48

52

56
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356 SIX-TEXT

gbouip D. §1. wife's pbeamble. Ellesmere MS^.

By expres word /1 pray you telleth me 
Or where j comanded he vii^ginitee 
I woot as wel as ye / it is no drede 
Whan thapostel / speketh maydenhede
He seyde / that precept' ther-<^:f hadde he noon _ 
Men may conseiUile / a womman to been oon 
But conseill^j^ng* is nat coimn^t^cemi^t' 
He putte if in oure owene l^r^ggem^e^lf 
ifor hadde god / comanded maydenhede
Thanne hadde he dampned weddy^jg" with the dede 
And ce:rteiu / if ther were / no seed y-sowe 
Virginitee j wher-oi; thanne sholde it growe 
Poul. / ne dorste nat / comanden atte lee^te 
A th^j^i^g* of wl»ich his maister ya;f necm hceste 

The dart is set vp / of virginitee
Cacche who so may / who renneth best lat see • 
IT But this word / is nat taken of euery wight 
But ther / as god lusif gyue it o^ his mygl^lf 
I woot wel j the Apostel was a mayde • 
But nathelees j thogh j that he wroot and sayde 
He wolde j pat euery wight / were swich as he 
Al nys j but co:nseil to virginitee
And for to been a wyf j he yaf me leue 
Of Indulgence j so it is no repreue 
To wee^de me j if my make dye 
With outen j excepcion) of Bigamye 
Al were it good j no womman for to touche 
He mente j as in his bed j or in his couche 
ffor p^^ is j bothe fyr and tow tassemble 
Ye knowe j what this ensample may resemble 
This is al and som j that virginitee 
Moore profiteth j than weddyng j in frcletee 
ffreeltee d^epe I j but if that he and she 
Wolde lede j al hir lyf in chastitee

I graunte it wel j I haue noon envie 
Thogh maydenhede preferre Bigamye

ELLESMERE 169 (6-T. 336)
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68
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lio^eo f censtitum 
sutcm de &ee^^ 
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337 SIX-TBXT

17O group D. § 1. wjfe’s preamble. Ellesmere MS.

Vnusqtfsqttfi 
■propt^iv^m hadot 
donum ex deo* 
alia« quide?^ sic/ 
al^^ au^m sic/

Qui cantanfc 
seque^^i^^ Agnum 
xliilji^r MUiia

Hem liketh to Ise clene / body and goo.slf 
01; myn es^ia^lf I nyl nat make no boo^tf 
ffor wel ye knowe / a lord in his houshold 
He nath nat euery vessel / al of go.d 
Somme heen o:f tree / and doon hir lord semysc 
God clepe'th folk to hym / in sondry wyse 
And cuerich hath of god a propre yifte 
Som this som thaH as hym liketh shifte 
IT V^jg;initee / is greet perfecci^oii) 
And continence eek? with deuocion) 
But crist/ th^t of perfecc^on) is welle 
Bad nat eue:^;y wigfit / sholde go sdle 
All that he hadde / and gyue it to the poore

.1. iMep)p«9
And in swich wise / folwe hym and his foore 
He spak to hem / that wolde lyue p»i-fi^]ly 
And lordynges hy youre leue / that am nat I 
I wol histowe / the flotir of myn age 
In the Actes and in fruyt of mariage 
IT Te^Ue me also / to what conclusion) 
Were memhres ymaad / of generacion) 
And for what pT^ofi* was a wight ywrogh* 
Trusteth right wel / they were nat maad for noght 
Glose who so wole / and seye hothe vp and doun 
That they were maad / for purgacioun 
O^ vryne hothe / and thynges smale 
And eek to knowe / a femele from a male 
And for noon oother cause / sey ye no ? 
The experience / . woot wel it is nog:ht so 
So that the clerkes / he nat w»tA me wrothe 
I se;y yis / that they heth maked for hothe 
This is to seye / for office and for ese 
O^ enge;^(^:rare / ther we nat god displese 
Why sholde men elles / in hir hookes sette 
That a man shal yelde / to his wy;f hire dette 
How wher with / sholde he make his paiemen* 
If he ne vsed / his sdy Instrament *

ELLESMERE 170 (6-T. 337)
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140
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338 SIX-TEXT
GBOUP D. § 1. wife’s pre^amble, EUesmew MS. 171

Thanne were they maad / vp-on a creature 
To purge vryne / and for engendrure 
If But I seye noglilf fat euei-y wigtit is holde 
That hath swich hameys / as I tolde "
To goon and vsen hem in engendj-are 
They shul nat take / chastitee no cure 
Crist was a mayde / and shapen as a man 
And ^^ny a sei^i^if sith the world higan 
Yet lyued they euere / in pe^t chastitee 
I Ryl nat enuye / no vii^ginitee 
Lat hem be breed / of pured whete seed 
A^nd lat ■ vs wyues / hoten barly breed 
And yef with barly breed / Mark telle kan 
Cure lord / refi^esshed man;y a man 
In swich estaa* as god hath cleped vs 
I ■ wol perseuere /I nam nat precius 
In wyfhode I wal vse myn Instiu^^en^t^/ 
As frely / as makere hath it se^tf 
If I be daungerous / god yene me sorwe 
Myn housbonde shal it haue / bothe eue and morwe 
Wl^an fat hym UsO com forth and paye his dette 
An housbonde I wol haue / I nyl nat lette 
Wh^i^ch shal be / bothe my dettour / and my thral 
And hau? / his tr^^ljuljicior) with al 
Vf^-on his flessB / whil that I am his wyf/ 
I haue the po^^i^i’ / durynge al my lyl* 
V^^-on his pr^opre body / and U^iglit he 
Eight thus I the Apostel / tolde it vn-to me 
And bad oure housbondes / for to loue vs weel 
Al this sentence / me liketh euei'y deel VP stirte the PuI^doner / and that anon

ITio'w dame quod he / by god and by seint l^ohn 164 c^ 
Ye been a noble preohour in this cas 
I was aboute / to wedde a wyf alias 
What sholde I bye if ■ on my flessh so deere 
Yet hadde I leuere / wedde no wyf to yeere

ELLESMERE 171 (6-T. 338)

Ea vocac^i^oHe qua voo^ti estls & 
cefftra

153

Qui vx<^em
1 K a ha6et & debil^c^T156 & esse i: :

p^^pucio & seruu 
vxoi'is & q»i 

_ m^lo^um sent^^*
tmn esc

160 Et iterum s^ims vxeris es / ' noli propter lioeh^^eresi ac(^ep«^*h vxorem non peccasti tribute* 
“ ' ‘ ciow^im t^^men carnis hadebunt - huiusmodi &X Item vir corporis sui non h^{^e^t^otestatei^^, set vxor168

    
 



ii ttenv viri cltligitd 
vxores verectndaa

BvhooW how 
this goode wyf / 
^mvcd hvr .vVj. 
firstc housbondes 
whkrle were g(oSe 
oVae men

% T^ti^phancVaa quoque 
At^he^nVcncVum / 
VFqM^ hodve / 
cvcute sorbvetone 
castrarV

339 six-text

172 G^oup D. § 1. wife's preamble. Ellesmere MS.

Abj^de quod she / my tale Vs nat brgonne 
l^a^jr I thou shalt drynkeu of another tonne 
Er that I go / shal sauoure wors than Al^e 
And whan fat I / haue toold forth my tale 
Of trr^bul^a^f^i^c^n) / that is Vn mariage .
Of which / I am exp^i^lf in al myn age 
This to seyn / my sell* haue been the whippe 
Than maystow chese / wheither thou wolt sippe 
Of that tonne / that I shal abroche 
Be war of it/ er thou to ny'appr^oehe 
ffor I shal tell ensamples / mo than ten 
Who SO / ]^at wol nat be war / by othere men 
By hym / shul othete men corrected be 
The same wordes / writeth Pr^oth^ol^omee 
Bede it in his A^^m^ageste / and tahe it there 
IT Dame / I wolde piaye / if youre wyl it were 
Seyde this Pa^pdoner / as ye bigan 
Telle forth youre tale / spa;reth for no man 
And teche vs yonge men / of youre praktike 
IT Gladly sires / sith it may yow like 
But yet I praye / to al this compaignye 
If that I speke / after my fantasye 
As taketh not ag^elf / that I seye 
ifor myn entente / is but for to pleye 
NOw sire / now wol I telle forth my tale

As euejre / moote I drynkeq wyn or Ale 
I shal seye sooth / of tho housbondes fat I hadde 
As thre of hem were goode / and two were badde 
The thre men / were goode / and riche / and olde 
Vhnethe / myghte they / the statut holde 
In which / that they were / bounden vn-to me 
Te woot wel / what I meene of this par^dee 
As help me god / I laughe whan I thynke 
How pitous^y / any^g^li* I made hem swynke 
And by my fey / I tolde of it no stoor 
They had me yeuen hir gold/ and hir tresoor 
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340 si;^-TB^3^Tp
GROUP D. § 1. wife's pebamble. Ellesmeire MS. 173

Me neded nat / do lenger diligence
To wyiine hir loue / or doon hem reuerence 
They loued me so wel / hy god aboue 
That I ne tolde / no deyntee of hir loue 
A wys wowtman / wol sette hire euei*e in oon 

To gete hire loue / ther as she hath noon 
But sith I hadde hem / - hooUy in myn hond! 
And sith / they hadde / me yeuen all hir londi 
What sholde I taken heede / hem for to plese 
But it were / for my pro^tf and myn ese 
I sette hem so a werk / hy my fey 
That many a nygli* they songen weilawey 
The bacon) / was nat fdf for hem I trowe 
That som men han / in Essexe at Dunmowe 
I gouerned hem / so wel after my lawe 
That ech of hem / was ful blisful and iawe 
To brynge me / gaye thynges / fro the ff'ayre 
They were ful glad / whan I spak to hem faire 
ifor god it woot / I chidde hem spitously 
ITNow herkneth / hou I baar me proprely 
Ye wise wyues / that kan vn^derstonde I
IT Thus shul ye speke / and beren hem on honde 
ifor half so boldee-y / kan ther no man 
Swere and lye / as kan a womman 
I sey nat this / hy wyues Ji«t been wyse 
But if it he / whan they hem mysauyse 
A wys wyf / if that she kan hir good 
Shal bere hym on hond / the Cow is wood 
And take witnesse / hir owene mayde 
Of hir as^^j^if but herkneth how I sayde 
f Sire olde kaynard / is this thyn array 
Why is / my neighebores wyf so gay 
She is honoured / euer al ther she gooth 
I sitte at hoom / I haue no thrifty clooth 
What dos tow / at my neighebores hous 
Is she so fair / artow so amorous
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341 si:x-te:^t
174 geoup D. § 1. wipe's preamble. EUesmeire MS.

rowne ye wVt;h oure mayde benedicite
Sire olde lecch^^r / lat thy l^a^j^es be 
And if I haue / a gossib or a freend 
Wi^l^l^-outen gil^t* thou cbides-fc as a feend 
If that I walke / or pleye v^-to bis hous 
Thou comest boom / as dronken as a Mous 
And prechest on thy bench / with yuel preef 
Thou seiist to me / it is a greet mescibielf 
To wedde a poure womman for costage 
And if she be riehe / and of heigB parage 
Thanne seistow / it is a tormentrie 
To soffren hir^e pride / and birc malencoKe 
And if that she he fair / thou verray knaue 
Thou seyst that eue:ry holour wol hire haue 
She may no while / in chastitee abyde 
That ■ is assaillod / Vp-on ech a syde 
5 Thou se^^s^if that som folk / desiren vs / for richesse 
Somme for oure shape / somme for oure fairnosso 
And som / for she kan synge and daunce 
And som for gentil^esse / and som for daliaunce 
Som for hir handes / and hir Armes smale 
Thus g^^h al to the deuel / by thy taie 
Thou seys^l* men may nat kepe a Castel wal ‘ 
It may 60 longe / assailled been ouer al 
IT And if that* she be foui / thou seist that she 
Coueiteth eueiry man / tbat she may se 
ifor as a spa;yne^l / she wol on hym lepe 
Til pat she fynde / som man hire to chepe 
17e noon so grey goos goo^h ia tbe lake 
As seistow / wol been with-oute make 
And seysl* it is an hard thjn^g* for to weide 
A thj^r^g* pat no man wole his thankes beide 
Thus seistow lorel / whan thow goos* to bedde 
And pat no wys man / nedeth for . to wedde 
lie no man / that entendeth vn-to heuene 
With wilde thonder dyn* and firy leuene 
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.Guoxjp D. . § 1. wife’s preambee. EUcsmei^c MS. 175

Moote J thy wclked nckkc bc to-broke
K Thow sc;^i^1? tbat droppjng bouses / and eck smokc 
And chidj^i^g* wyues / maken inen to flee 
Girt of hir owenc boUses / a benedieitee 
Wbat ejletb / swicb an old man to chide
If Thow sejsl* ^zt we wyTies / wol oure vices bide 
Til we be fastf and tbanne we- wol hem sbewe 
Wel ma;y tbat be / a pyouerbe a sb^ewe
H Thou seisi* pat Oxen / Asses / hois / and homldes 
Tkey been assajd / at diuerse stoundes 
Bacyns / lauours / er that men bem bye 
Spoones and stooles / and al swicb houshoudrye 
And so been / pottes dothes / M<i array 
But follj* wyues / maken noon assay
Til they be wedded / olde dotard sbrewe 
Tbanne seistow / ive wol onre vices sbewe 
IT Thou seis* also / tbat it displesoth me 
But if tbat thou / weit preyse my heautoo 
And but thou poure alwey / Vp-on my face 
And clcpe me faire dame in eu^^y place 
And but thou make a feeste / ou tbilke day 
Tbat I was born / and make me fresi^lt and gay 
And but thou do / to my norics honour 
And to my chambrere / with-Inne my bour 
And to my fadres folk / and bise allyes 
Thus seistow / olde baire^t fu^ of ly^es 
IT And yet? oure Appr^entice / l^s^nekyn
ffor bis crispe beer / sbynynge as gold so fyn 
And for be squieretb me / bothe vp and doun 
Yet bastow cai^l^lf a fais suspecioun 
I wol bym noght / tbogh thou were deed tomonve 
IT But tel me / wby hydestow with sorwe 
The keyes my eheste / awey fro me 
It is my good / as wel as tbyn pardee 
Wbat wenestow / to make an ydio* o^ oure dame 
Now by that lord / tbat caUed is sc-int l^i^e 
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176 groupD. §1. wij'e’s Ellesmere US.

Thou shalt nat bothe / th^Ggh thbu were wood 
Be maister / my body / and of my good
That oon thou shalt forgo / maugree thyne eyen 
What nedeth thee / me / ■ to enquere or spyen I
I trowe / thou wo]^d(^i5* lolte me iu thy chiste 
Thou sholdest seye / wyf go \^li§:r thee liste 
Taak youre dispc^n^tf I wol leue no talys 
I knowe yow / for a trewe ^yf dame Alys J
We loue no man / that taketh kepe / or charge 7o, back] 

Wher that we goon / we '^o]i ben at our large 
IT Of aUe men / blessed moot he be 
The wise Asti^o^ogien / Daun Pi^otho^ome 
That seith this prouo-be / in his Al^n^^geste 
Of aUe men / his wysdom is the hyeste 
That rekketh neuere / who- hath the world in honde 
By this prouerbe / thou sha^t vnderstonde 
Haue thou ynogh / what thar thee recche or care 
How my:rily / that othere folkes fare 
ffor ceirte^yn / olde dotard by youre leue 
Ye shrd haue queynte / right ynogh at eue 
He is to greet a nygard / that wolde wemo 
A man / to lighte his caiidle at his lanterne 
He shal haue / neuer the lasse par’dee
Haue thou ynogh / thee thar nat pleyne thee 
IT Thou seyst also / Jut if we make vs gay 
Witih clothand with precious array
Thik" it is perii of oure chastitee 
And yet with sor^ve / thou most enforce thee 
And seye thise wordes / in the Apostles name 
In habit m^d / with chastitee and shame 
Ye woramen / shul apparallle yow quod he 
And nogh* in tressed heer / and gay perree 
As perles / ne with gold / ne clothes riche 
After thy tex* ne after thy Umniche 
I wol nat wirche / as mU^^hel a^ a gna* 
IT Thou seydest this / that I was lylt a Cal* 
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344 sts^-i^i^x^T
GROUP D. §1. wife’s PRi^j^j^isvE. Mtesmere MS. 177 

ifor who so wolde / senge a Cattes skyn 
Thaune wolde the Caff Wel dwoHen in his In 
And if the Cattes skyn / he slyk and gay 
She wol nat -dwelle in house / h^^:f a da;y 
But forth she wole / er any day be dawed 
To shewe hir skyn / and goon a Caterwawed 
This is to seye / if I be gay sire shrew’e 
I wol renne out / my borel for to shewe 
H Sire olde fool / what eyleth thee to spyen 
Thogh thou preye Ai^gus / witA hise hundred cyen 
To be my wardecors / as he kan best/ 
In feith / he shal nat kepe me but lesff 
Yet koude I make his herd / so moot I thee 
IT Thou seydest eek / that ther been thynges thre 
The whiche thy^nges / trouh^ein al this erthe 
And pat no wight / may enduiK- the ferthe 
0 leeue sire shrewe / l^Aesu / shorte thy iyf / 
Yet prechestow / and seyst and hateful wy* 
Yjekened is / for oon of thise meschances 
Been ther none othere resemblances 
That ye may likne / youre parablee to 
But if/ a s^^y wyf / be oon of tho 
H Thou liknesff wommenes loue to heUe 
To bareyne lond / ther water may nat dwelle 
If Then Kknest it also / to wilde fyr 
The moore it brenneth / the moore it hath de^i^r 
To consumen euei-y thy^ng* fat brent wole be 
Thou seysff. right as wormes shendeth a tree 
Right so a wyf/ deistroyeth hire housbond 
This knowe they / that been to wyues bonde 
LOrdynges / right thus / as ye haue vndejletonde

Ba^:r I stifly / myne olde houebondee on honde 
That thus they seyden / in hir dronkenesse 
And a^ was fais / but that I took witncsee 
On l^^nekyn / and on my Nece also 
0 lord / the peyne I dide hem / and the wo
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178 GROTP D. § 1. wife’s preamble. EUesmei'e MS.

fful giltlees / by goddes sweete pyne 
ffor as an hors / I koude byte and whyne 
I koude pleyne / thogh I were in the gil^* 
Or elles / oft<^n tyme / hadde I been spillf “
Who so comth first to Mille / first grynt 
I pleyned first / so Was oure vei^re y-stjpi* 
They v^er^e ful glad / to excusen hem blyue 

thyng / which they neuere agilte ’hir lyue 
IT Of v^«^i^<^h^es / vo^lde I beren hym on honde 
Wh^an that for sykf vnnethes myghte he stonde 
Yet tikled it bis berte / for that he 
Wende / Jxart; I hadde of hym so greet chiertee 
I sv^oor / al my va^lk^j^n^ge out by nyghte
Was / for tespye Wenches Jati he dighte 
Wnder that co^lour / hadde I many a myrthe 
ffor al switch thy^i^g* vas yeuen vs in oure byrthe 
Deceite / v^e^pyng< spynnJ^lg* god hath yeue 
To vommen kyndely / whil that they may lyue 
And thus / of o thyn^g* I auaunte me 
Atte ende / I hadde the bettre in ech degree 
By sleighte / or force / or by som maner thyng 
As by continueel murmure or grucc^^^yng 
Namely / abedde / hadden they pieschaunce 
Ther v^ol^de I chide / and do hem no plesaunce 
I v^^l^de / no lenger in the bed abyde 
If that I feite bis Arm ouer my syde 
TH he / had maad / his raunson) vn-to me 
Thanne wolde I suffre hym / do his nycetee 
And ther-fore / eueiry man / this tale I telle 
Wy^nne who so ma;y / for al is for to seile 
With emj^'ty hand / men ma;y none haukes lure 
fibr w^nnynig wolde I al his lust endure 
And make me / a feyned appetit/ 
And yel* in bacon) / hadde I neuere del:i* 
That made me / that euere I wolde hem chide 
jibr thogh the pope / hadde seien hem biside 
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346 sisix^EXT
GROUP D. § 1. wipe’s preambiuk E^esmere MS. 179

I wolde nat spare hem / at hir owene herd! 
ffor hy my trouthe / I quitte hem word for w’l^rtf 
As helpe me / verray god omi^S^jaoit^i^lf 
Though I right now / sholde make my testami^i^tf 
I ne owe hem nat a word / fat it nys quit 
I hroghte it so ahoute hy my wil^/
That they moste yeue it vp / as for the heste 
Or elles / hadde we neuere been in rest 
ffor thogh he looked / as a wood leoii) 
Yet sholde he faille / of his conclusion) 
IT Thanne wolde I seye / goode hef* taak keepe 
How mel<o^l;y / looketh Wilkyn oure sheepe 
Com neer my spouse / lat me ha thy cheke 
Yo sholde been / al pacient and meke 
And han / a swoeto spiced conscionco 
Sith ye so preche / l^ohes pacience
Suffreth alwey / syn ye so wel kan p>^ocho 
And hut ye do / certein we shal yow teche 
That it is fair / to haue a wyf in pees 
Oon of VS two / moste howen doutoleos .
And sith a m^n / is moore resonahle 
Than woniman is / ye moste heen suffnihle 
What eyleth yow / to grucche thus and grone 
Is ■ ik for ye wolde haue my queynte aUone 
Wy taak it al / lo haue it euei-y deel 
Peter I shrewe yow / hut ye loue it weel 
ffor if I wolde / soIIo my hele chose 
I koude walke / as fressh as is a rose 
But I w^^ kepe / it* for yome owono tooth 
Yo he to hlame / hy god / I sey yow sooth 
IT Swiche manere wordes hadde we on honde 
IT’ow wol I speken / o^ my fourthe houshonde 
My fourthe houshonde / was a reuelour 

This is to se^ / he hadde a paramour
And I was yongi and fui ragerye 
Stihoume and str^ong* and i^^y as a pye
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347 SIX-TEXT
18O group D. § 1. wife's preamble. Ellesmere MS

Wei koude I daunce / to an harpe smale 
And synge ywis / as any nygktyngale 

ir vaieiriiM. litro. Whan I had dronke / a draughts of sweete wyn 
6? captfufo 3® H 
MeteUius vxo*em 
suam / eo 
vinum bibisse^/ 
fuste percussam 
Int&^c^it /

MeteUius / foul^o ch,<^i’l the swyn
That with a sta^ / hirafte his wyf hire ly* 
ffor she drank wyn / thogh I ^^clde been his wyf / 
He sholde naif ban daunted me fro drynke 
And after wyn / on Venus moste I thynke 
ffor al so siker / as cold engeindi-Gth hayl 
A likerous mouth / moste han a Ukerous tayl 
In wommen vinolent / is no defence 
This knowen lecchours hy experience
IT But lord crist / whan that it remembreth me 
Vp-on my yowthe / and on my l^oJitee 
It tikleth toe / aboute myn herte roots 
Vn-to this day / it dooth myn herte boote 
That I haue had m^ world / as in my tyme 
But Age alias / that al wole enuenyme 
Hath me biraft / my beautee / and my pith 
Lat go fare wel / the deuel go therwith 
The flour is goon / ther is namoore to telle 
The bren as I best kan / now moste I selle 
But ydf to be -right myrie / wol I fonde 
Now wol I teilen / my fourths housbonde 
11 seye / I hadde in herte greet despit 
That he / of any oother had debt* 
But he was quil- by go<l / and by seint l^ooe 
I made hym / Ol the same wode a croce 
Nat o^ my body / in no foul manere 
But certein /1 made folk s-wich cheere 
That in his owene grece / I made hym frye 
fior Angre / and for verray' l^alousye 
By god / in erthe I was his purgatorie 
ffor which I hope / his soule be in glorie 
ffor god it wootf he sat fui ofte and song / 
Whan pat his shoo / fill bitterly hym wrong* 
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348 SI^-^TEXT
GROUP D. § L wipe's preamble. EUesi^(^]ce MS. 181 

Ther was no wigflf sane god and he j^ixt wiste 
In man;y wise / how soore I hym twiste 
He deyde / whan I cam fro l^^i^r^salem 
And lith ygiaue / vnder the roode beem 
Al is his tombe / noght so curyus 
As was the sepulcro / oi hym Daryus 
Wh^ich that Appelles / wreghte snb^illy 
It nys but wa^f to burye hym precioi^i^ly 
Lat hym fare wel / god yeue bis soule reste 
He is now / in bis graue / and in his eheste 
NOw / my fifthe housbonde wol I telle

God lete his soule / neuere come in helle 
And yet was he to me / the mooste shrewe 
That feele I / on my ribbes al by rewe 
And euere shai / vn-to myn endyng day 
But in cure bed / he was / fui fres.sli and gay 
And ther-with-al / so wel koude he me glose 
"Wlian tha* he wolde han my bele • chose 
That thogh / he hadde me be!* on euery bon 
He koude wynne / agayn my lene anon 
I trowe I loued hjun besi* for that he 
Was of his loue / daungerous to me 
We wommen han / if that I shal nat lye 
In this matere / a queynte fantasye 
Wayte what thjmg* we may nat lightly haue 
Ther after / wol we crie / al day and oraue 
fforbede vs thy^ng* and that desiren we 
Preesse on vs faste / and thanne wol we fle 
With daunger / oute we al cure chaffare 
Greet prees at Marke* maketh deere ware 
And to greet cheepe / is holde at litei prys 
This knoweth / eue:ry weTOmau that is wys 
f My fifthe housbonde / god his soule Messe 
Which pat 1 took for hrne / and no richesse 
He som tyme / was a clerk Oxe:ufejl<^
And hadde left scolo / and wente at hom to bord 
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349 SIX-^TEXT
182 group D. § 1. wipe's preamble. Ell^esmere MS.

my gossib / dwellynge in oure toun 
God haue hir soule / Mr name was AJiS^c^i^n 
She knew myn herte / and ek luy pnuetoe 
Bet than oure parissBe pi^^<^S3* as moot I thee 
To hire / biwi-^;^-ed I / my co^se^'l al 
ffor h^a^d^c^e myn housbonde / pissed on a wal 
Or doon a thy^ng* pat sholde han cost his lyf / 
To - hire / and to another worthy wyf / 
And to my Hece / which J^iat I loued weel 
I wolde han toold / bis conseil euery de^l 
And so I dide / fu^ often god it woo*' 
That mado hia face / ful often reed and hoot' 
ifor verray shame / and hlamed hym seiif for he 
Had toold to me / so greet a pryu^etee 
IT And so hifel / that ones in a lente 
So often tymes / I to my gossyb wente ' 
ffor euere yel* I loued to be gay 
And for to walke / in March / Aueritt and May 
ffro. ^ous to hous / to heere so^tdiy talys 
That l^ankyn Clei^k' and my goss;yb dame Alys 
And I my se^if / in-to the feeldes wente 
Myh housbonde / was at Londofl al the lente 
I hadde / the bettre ieyse^ for to pleye 
And for to se / and eek* for to be seye 

lusty folk* what wiste I / wher my grace 
Was shapen for to be / or in what place 
Therfore / I made my visit^acions 
To vigilies / and to processions 
To pr^echj^r^g* eek* and to thise pilgrimages 
To pleyes myracles / and to mariages 
And wered vpon / my gaye scairlet gytes 
Thise wormes / ne thise Mot^t^lies / ne thise mytes 
Tpon my peril / frete hem nene’ a deel 
And wostow why ® for they were vsed weel

Ow wol I teilen forth / what happed me 
I seye / that in the feeldes walked we
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350 SIX-TEXT
mu^up D. § 1. wife’s preamble. Ellesmere MS.

Till trewely / we hadde swich daliance 
This clerk and I / tliat of my pwrueiance 
I spak to hym / and seyde hym / kow pat he « 
If I wore wydwe / sholde wedde me 
ffor ce?rfcei^j^^^:y / I sey for no bohance 
Yet was I neuej'e / with-onten pw-rueiancc 
Of manage / nof othere thynges eek?
I holde a Mouses herte / nat w^^th a leek/ 
That hath hut oon hole / for to sterte to 
And if pat faille / thanne is al ydo
IT I har hym on honde / he hadde enchanted me 
My dame taughte me that sontiltee 
And eek I seyde / I mette hym al nyght
He wolde han sla^n me / as I lay vp right 
And al my hed / was ful of verray hlood 
But yet I hope / that he shal do me good 
ffor hlood / hitokeneth gold / as me Was taughf 

And al was fals / I dremed it right naugiit^f 
But I folwed ay / my dammes loore 
As wel of this / as of othere thynges moore
II But now sire / lat me se / what I shal seyn 
A / ha / hy god / I haue my tale ageyn
H Whan fat my fourthe houshonde / was on heere 
I weepe algate / and made sory cheere 
As wyues mooten / for it is vsage
And with my coui^e'cli^ef / couo’ed my visage 
But for pat I / was purueyed a make 
I wepte hut smal / and that I vndertake 
HTo chirche / was myn houshonde / hom a morwe 
With neighehores / that for hym maden sorwe 
And l^ankyn oure Clerk / was oon of tho 
As help me god / whan pt I saugh hym go 
After the heere / me thoughte he hadde a paire ® 
Of legges / and of feet / so clene and faire 
That al myn herte /1 yaf vn-to his hoold 
He was I trowe / a twenty wynter oo^ld (
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331 SiJ^-TEXT
184 GROUP D. § 1. ■wipe’s preamble. Ellesmere MS.

Mansor A^ra^phovT^son*.19.
C^^'i^cqui in ascendente i^nfor^une turpem notam in 

faci<» paciitwr I| m
mulici^um cum 
fuerit ast^endens 
aliqua de domibus 
Veniris / Marte 
existente in eis / 
vel e contrario erit 
mulier inpudica H 
^dem si
hai^utrit 
capriwi^n^uw in 
ascendente |J 
He[e] Hermes in 
li^^o fiducie Am* 
ph^iih^o 24®

And I was fourty / if I .slial seye sootli 
But yet I hadde alwey / a coites tooth 
Gat tothed I was / and that f^icam me weel 
I hadde the prente / of seint Venus seel 
As help me god / I was a lusty oon 
And ■ faire and riche / and yong* and wel higon 
And trewely / as myne houshondes tolde me 
I hadde the heste Quonyam mygSte be 
ffor certes / I am al Venerien 
In feelynge / and myn herte is Marcien , 
Vent^s me yaf lusff likei^ousnesse
And Mars yaf me / my sturd;y hardy^nssss 
Myn A^scendent was Taur and Mars thsr-Inns 
Alks / alias / fai suss-s loue was syune 
I folwed ay / myn Inslinacio^ 
By vertu / ef my constellacioti 
Tha-t made me / I koude noght withdr^awe 
My chamhre of Venus / from a good felawe 
Y(^t haa^ei I / J^a^rlt^e Mari: iv^-c^n mjf f^(^a 
And also / in anotlier pi^/uss piace 
fior god so wys / hs my srurclofi 
I ne loued neuere / hy no discrecioS 
But eus^e / folwed myn appeitit 
Al were he / shoi^lt or long* or hlak / or whit 
I took no kepe / so that he liked me 
How poors he was / ne. eek/ of what degree 
H What sholde I seye / but at ths MontasS ends 
Thiis ioly clsrk/ l^ankyn J^at was so bsnde 
Hath wedded ms / with greet solsmpnytee 
And to hym yaf I / al the lond and fse 
That eusre / was me ysuen ther-bifoore 
But afterward / repented ms fui soore 
Hs nolde suifre / nothyng my list*
By god / he smoot me ones on the ly^is* 
ffor pat I rente / out of his aooa* a le^^ / 
That of the strook / myn ero wax al deolf / 
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352 SIX-TEXT
group D. §1. wipe's preamble. Ell^e^smere MS. 185

Sti^bourne I was / as is a Leonesse 
And of my tonge / a verray l^£^ng;^ei^esse 
And walke I wolde / as I had doon biforn 
ffrom hous to hous / al-though be had it sworn 
ffor 'which / he often tymes wolde pr^eche 
And me / o^ olde Eomayn geestes teche 
How he symplicius Gallus / lefte bis wy?
And hire forsok / for terme of al bis lyf 
dT<3(^lrb but for open-heueded / he hir say 
Lokynge out at his dore / vpon a day 
IT Another Eoma;yn / tolde he me by namo 
That for his wy^ / was at a someres game 
WM--c^uten his wi<^J^I^l* he forsook hire eke 
And tiianne wolde he j vp-on his Lible seke 
That ilke prouarbe j of Ecdesiaste 
Wl^ere he comaiudeth j and forbedeth faste 
Man shal nat suffre his wy^ go roule aboute 
Thanne wolde he seye rights/ thus / w^'^^/i■-euten dente 
ir Wh^o so ! that buyldeth his hons j al of salwes 
And priketh his blynde hors / ouer the falwes 
ir And sufEr^iih his w^^ / to go seken halwes f
Is worthy / to been hanged / on the galwes 
But al for nogfib I sette nogSt an hawe 
Of his prouerbes / nof bis olde awe .

wolde nat of ^ym cerreeted be 
I hate hym / that my vices telleth me 
And so doo mo / god woot of vs / than I 
This made hym / with me wood al outrely 
I nolde noght / folbele hym in no cas 
ir Now wol I seye yow sooth / by seint Thomas 
Why put I rente / out of his hook a leOf 
ifor which / he smoot me so / pat I was dee:f 
ir He hadde a hook / pat gladly nyght and day 
ffor his des^<^i^tt he wolde rede alway 
He cleped it Valelie / and Theofraste 
At which hook/ he lough alwey fui faste (
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353 SIX^^TEXT
186 GR^ivp D. §1. wife's preamble. EUe^meire MS.
IT And eek/ th.e:r was som tyme / a clerk at Korne 
A Cardinal / tliat highte ' Seint l^e^r^^me 
Tkat made a book* aga^yn l^ouinian 
In which hook? eek* th<^:r was 
Crisippiias / Trotula J a^d Ilejl^owys 
'.^l^ai was Ahhesse J nat for fro Parys 
Aad eek* the Parables Sai^omon
Guides Arf and hookes ma^;y on 
And aile thise / were hounden / in o volume 
And euery nygBt a;nd day / was his custiuue 
Whan he liadde leyser / and vacacioh 
ffrom oother / worldly / occupaciofl 
To red^ on this hook / m^^k^ed wyues
Ile knew ©f hem / mo legendes and lyaes 
Tiia^n he^n / goode wyues in the Bih^e.
^or trusteth wel / it is an impossihle 
That any cler^k? wol speke good wyues
But if it he / of hooly seintes lyues 
ITe noon ooliher womman / neue^ the mo 
"Wio peynted the leor) / tel me who ? 
By god / if Wowmen / hadde writen stories 
As elerkes han / with-Inne hire oratories 
T^ey woMe han writen / of men moore wikkedncsse 
Than all the mark/ of Adam may redresse 
The chUdren / of Mercurio and Venus _ 

Been in h^r wir^k^jn^g* ful co^trarius 
Mercurie / loueth wysdam and science 
And Venus / loueth ryo* and dispence 
A^nd for hire diue^e dlcposicion 
Ech falleth / in otheres exaltaciofl 
And thus god woof? Mercurio is deso^i^ff 
In Pisces / wher Venas is exait^ff 4. t VkS-ia 
And Venus falleth / f^her Mercwrie is reysed 
Therfore no womman / of no cl^^k is preysed 
The cler^k* whan he is oo^d / and may noght do 
Of Venus ^^e-kes / worth his oHe sho 
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354 SIX-TEXT
GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble- EllesEiere MS. 187

Tha^ae sit he dour / and writ' in his dotrge 
That wommen / kan nat kepe hir mariage 
But now to purpos / why I tolde thee

That I was heten / for a hook p^wdee 
Vp-on a nyg:^if l^ankyn ^at was cure sire 
Eedde on his hook / as he sat by the lire 
Of Eua that for hir wikkednesse 
Was al mankynde / broglit to wrecchednesse 
ffor which cris(f hym self/ was slayn 
Tliat hoghte vs / with his herte blood agayn 
Lo heere expres / of womman may ye fynde 
That woi^mian / was the los / of. al mankynde 
IT Tho redde he me / how Sampson loste hise heres 
Slepynge / his Icmman / kitte it vHh hir shcres 
Thurgh which ti^eson) / loste he bothe hise eyon 
IT Tho redde he me / if that I shai nat lyen 
Of Hercules / and of his Dianyre 
That caused hym / to sette hymst^llf afyre 
ITNo thj^n^g* forgat he / the sorwe and wo 
That Socrates / hadde —iti hise wyues two 
How Xantippa J caste pisse vp-on his heed 
This sely man / sat stille as he were deed 
Ile wiped his. heed / namoore dorste he seyn 
Bu* er fat thonder stynte / com-th a reyn 
11 Phasifpha / that was the gueene of Crete 
ifor shrewednesse / hym thonghte the tale swete 
ify speke namoore / it is a gristly thy^nj* 
Of hire / horrible l^^ff and hir lik^j^n^g* 
H Cliter^iystra / for hire lecherye
That falsly / made hire housbonde for to dye 
He redde it/ with fui good deuecieS 
11 He tolde me eek' for what occasion 
Amphiorax / at Thebes loste his lyP 
Myn housbonde J hadde a legende af his wyf / 
H Eriphilem / that for an Ouche of gold 
Hath pi'fuely / vn-to the grekes told
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355 SIX-TEXT
188 GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Ellesmere MS.

Wlier that hir housbonde / Mdde bym in a place 
ifor which / he hadde at Thebes so:ry grace 
1T Of Lym.a tolde he me / and Lucye 
They bothe / made hir houshondes fdr to dye 
That oon for loue / that ooither was for hate 
Lyma hir housbonde / vp-on an euen late 
Empoysoned hath / for Jat she was his fo 
Lucia lik^ei^ous / loued hire housbonde so 
That for he sholde / alwey vp-on hire thynke 
She yaf hym / swich a manere loue drynke 
That he was deed / er it were by the morwe 
And thus algates / housbondes han sorw 
IT Thanue tolde he me / how fat oon Latumyus 
Compiie;yned / vn-to his felawe Ar^i^us 
That in his ga:rdyn / growed swich a tree 
On which he seyde / how that bise wyues thre 
Hanged hejh selif for berte despitus 
11 O leeue brother / quod this Ai^iuus 
Yif me a plante / thilke blissed tree 
And in my gardyn / planted it shal bee 
11 latter date wyues / hath he red 
That soiwme / han slayn hir housbondes in hir bed 
And lete hir lecchour / dighte hire al the nyg^lf 
Whan that the corps / lay in the floor vp ri^^lf 
If And sowme / han dryue nayles / in hir brayn 
Whil fat they slepte / and thus they han hem slayn 
H Somme han hem yeue / poysou» in hire drynke 
He spak moore harm / than herte may bithynke 
And ther-with-al / he knew mo pr^ouerbes
Than in this world / ther growen gras or herbes 
Bet is quod he / thyn habii^a^ci^ouw 
Le with a leouw / o a foui dragouw 
Than with a womman / r^s^j^r^ge for to chyde 
Bet is quod he / hye in the roof abyde 
Than wfl^A an ang^y wy:f / doun in the hous 
They been so wikked and contrarious
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356 SIX-TEXT
GROUP D. §1. wife's preamble. MS. 189

They haten j that hir houshondes j loueth ay 
He seyde j a womman cast hir shame away 
Whan she cast of hir smolu and forther mo 
A fair womman j hut she be ciiaast also 
Is lyk a gold ryng< in a sowes nose 
Who wolde leene j or who wolde suppose 
The wo j that in myn herte was and pyne 
ST And whan I saugh j he wolde neuere fyne 
To reden on this cursed book al nyglt* 
Al soi^'eey^^y j thre leues haue I plyghff 
Out of his book" right as he radde j and eke,
I with my fesif so took hym on the cheke 
That in cure fyr j he fil bakward adoun 
And he vp stirte j as dooth a wood leoun 
And with his fes* he smoot me on the heed 
That in the floor j I lay j as I were deed 
And whan he saugh j how stille fat I lay 
He was agasP and wolde han fled his way 
Til atte laste j out of my swogh I breyde
0 hastow slayn me j false theef I seyde 
And for my land j thus hastow mordred me 
Er I be deed j yet wol I kisse thee
II And neer he cam j and kneled faire adoun 
And seyde j deere suster Alisoun
As help me god j I shal thee neuci'e smyte 
That I haue doon j it is thy se^/f to wyte 
fforyeue it me j and that I thee biseke 
And yet eft soones j I hitte hym on the cheke 
And seyde theefj thus muchel am I wreke 
How Wol I dye j I may no lenger speke 
But atte laste j with muchel care and wo 
We fille acorded j by vs selnen two 
He yaf me j al the bridel in myn hond 
To han the gouernance j of hous and lond! 
And o^ his tonge j and his hond also 
And made hym brenne his book* anon right tho 
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357 SIX-TEXT
190 GROUP D. §]^. v^ife’s preamble. EUesi^eire MS.

And wlian that I / hadde geten vn-to me 
By maistrie / al the soueraynetee
And that he seyde / myn owene trewe wyf/ 
Do as thee luSf to terme al thy ly*
K^epe thyn honour j and keepe eek myn estaat/ 
After that day / we hadden neu^^’ dehi^i^tf 
God helpe me so / I was to hym as kynde 
As any wyf* froin Denma:rk vn-to Ynde 
And also tj^ewe / and so was he to me 
I .prey to god / that sit in magestee 
So blesse his sonie / for his mercy deere 
IToov wol I seye my tale / if ye wol heere

820

824

828

*i BihoMe the wordes bitwene the Som^o^E^c^ttr / and the 

ffrere (5)

832

he frere lough / whan he hadde herd al this 
Kow dame quod he / so hatie I ioye or hlis 
This is / a long preamble of a tale 

And whan the Somonour / herde the frere gale
H Lo quod the Somonour / goddes Ai^mes two 
A frere / wol entremette him euere-mo 
Lo goode men / a flye and eek a fi^ere 
"Vol” falle / in eue^y dyss^ and mateere 
What speke-stow / preamkulacioun
What ambio / or trlttl / or pees / or go sit domi 
Thou lettest onre dispc^i^rt in this manere 
ir Ye woltow so / sire Slmlnlur quod the frere 
dfow by my feith / I shai er that I go 
Telle a Somo^oi^ir / swich a tale or two
That alle the folk/ shai laughen in this place 
ir Now elles frere / I bishrewe thy face 
Quod this SlmlnlMr and I bishrewe me 
But if I telle tales / two or thre 
Of freres / er I come to Sidy^ngborne 
That I shai make / thyn berte for to morne 
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358 SIX-TEXT
GKoup D. S 1. wife’s preamble. Ellesmere MS. 191

ffor wel I wootf thy pacience is gon 
H Oure hoost cride pees / aud that aaion 
And seyde / lat the woiumau telle hire tale 
Ye fare as folk / that dronken were Ale 
Do dame / telle forth youre tale / and that is hestf 
ir Al redy sire quo^ she / right as yew lesk 
If I haue licence / of this i^ooi^liy frere 
IT Yis dame quod he / tel forth / and I wol heere

852

856

Heere endeth the Wyf Oif Bathe hir Proioge /
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359 SIX^-TEXT • • .
192 GROUP D. § 2. wipe's tale. Ellesmere MS.

And bi.gynnotJi Mf tale [ow

N tholde dayes / of K^y^ng Ai^t^h^our
Of which that Britons / speken greet honour 
All was this land / ftillild of ifairye
The Elf (jueene / with hir ioly compaignye 

Daunced fill ofte / in many a grene mede I 
This was the olde opinion as I redo 
I speke / manye hundred yeres ago 
But now kan no man / se none Elues too 
ifor now the grete charitee / and prayeres 
Of lymytours / and othere hooly freres 
Thait serchen / euery lend / and eue:ry streem 
As thikke / as motes / in the sonne heem 
Blessynge halles / chamhres / kichenes / houres 
Citees / Burghes / Castels / hye Teures 
Thropes / Bernes / Shipnes / dayeryes 
This maketh / that ther heeh no ffairyes 
ifor ther as wont* to walken was an E^lf 
Ther walketh now / the lymytour hym seeff 
In vndol^me1os / and in morwenynges 
And so;yth his matyns / and his hooly thynges 
As he gooth / in his lymyl^acioun 
Wommen / ma;y go saiufly yp and doim 
In euery hussR / or vnder ouo:ly tree 
Ther is / noon ooither T^cjuhus / hut he 
And he / ne wol doon hem / hut dishonour 
IT And so hifel / that this kyngi Al•l^hour 
Iladde in hous / a lusty Bache^er 
Tliat on a day / earn ridynge fro Eyuer
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360
GROUP D. §2. wife's tale. Ellesmere MI. 193

And liappcd that allone / as he was horn .
He saugh a mayde ! walkynge hym hifom 
Of which mayde / anon inaugree hlr heed 
By verray force / hirafte hire maydenhed 
ifor which oppression / was swich clamour 
And swich pursute / vn-to the kyng Art^hour 
That dampned was this knyght for to he deed 
By cours of lawe / and sholde han lost his heed 
Paia^uenture / swich was the statut tho 
But that the queene / and othere ladyes mo.
50 longe preyden / the kyng of grace 
Til he j his lyf / hym graunted in the place 
And yaf hym to the queene / al at hir wille 
To chese / wheitheT/ she wolde hym sane or spille
51 The queene / thanketh the kyng* vih al hir myght* 
And after this / thus spak she to the knjgli* 
Whan fat she saugh hir tyme vp-on a day 
Thou standest yet quod, she / in swich array 
That of thy lyf / yet hastow no suretee 
I grante thee lyf / if thou kanst teilen me 
What thyng is if that wommen moost desiren 
Be war / and keepe thy nekke boon from Iren 
And if thou / kanst nat teilen it anon 
Yet shal I yeue thee leue / for to gon 
A twelf-month and a day / to seche and leere 
An answere suffisant in this mateere
And suretee wol I han / er fat thou pace 
Thy body / for to yelden in this place 
WO was this knjgli* and soi?w’e:fully he siketh 

But he ma;y nat do / al as hym liketh 
And at the laste / he chees hym . for to wende 
And come agayn / right at the yeres ende 
With swich answere / as god wolde hym panicye 
And taketh his leue / and wendeth forth his weye 
IT He seketh / eue:ry hous / and euery place 
Where as he hopeth / for to fynde grace
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361 SIX-TEXT
194 group D. §2. wipe's tale. MS.

To lerne / what wommen louen moost
But lie ne koude / arryuen in no coof^tf 
Wlier as ke mygkte fy^nde / in tkis mateere 
Two creatures / accoi?dynge in feere 
IT Somme seyde / wommen / lonen best richesse 
Somme seyde honour / somme seyde 
Somme riche array / somme seyden lust ahedd 
And ofte tyme / to he wydwe and Wedde 
IT So^mme seyde / pat; eure hertes / heen moost esed 
Whan that we been / yflatered and ypl^esed 
H He gooth ful ny tbe sotbe / I wol nat lye 
A man / shal wynne vs besO vrith flaterye 
And witb attendance / and with bisyn^esso 
Been we' ylymed / botbe moore and lesse 
ir And somme seyn / tbat we louen bes* 
ifor to be free / and do right as vs l6stf 
And tbat no man / repreue vs of oure vice 
But seye pat we be wise / and no thyng nyce 
ifor trewely / tber is noon of vs alle 
If any wight / wol clawe vs on the galle 
That we nel kike / for he seiith vs sopth 
Assay / and be sbal fynde it aat so doo);h 
ffor be we / neuer so vicions witb-Inne 
We wol been holden wise / and dene of synne 
11 And somme seyn / that greet delit han we 
ffor to been holden stable / and eke secree 
And in o purpos / stede:fa!^t^ly to dwelle 
And nat biwreye thy^i^g» that men vs teile 
But tbat tale / is nat wortli a rake stele 
Pardee we wominen / konne no thyi^j» hele 
Wi^i^i^e^sse on Myda / wol ye beere tbe tale 
IT Ouyde / amonges othere thyilges smale 
Seyde / Myda hadde vnder bis longe heres 
Growynge vp-on bis heed / two Asses eres 
The whicb vice be hydde / as be best myghte 
fful sub^i^^lly / fr^om euery mannes sighte 
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362 SITCXCEXT

GROUP D. § 2. wife’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 195

Tliat saue Ms wyf / ther wiste of it namo 
He loued Mre moi^s^if and triste Mre also 
He pieyde Mre / that to no creature 
She sholde teilen / Ms disfigure 
IT She swoor Mm nay / for al this Woold to wynne 
She nolde do / that vileyiiye or synne 
To make Mr houshonde / hau so foul a name 
She nolde nat teile it for Mr owene shame 
Huit nathelees / Mr thoughte fat she dyde 
That she so longe / sholde a conse^l hyde 
Hir thoughte / it swal so soore / ahoute hir herte 
That nede^y / som word Mre moste asterte 
And sith she dorste / teile it to no man 
Doun to a Mareys / faste hy she ' ran 
Til she cam.e there / her herte was a fyre 
And as a Bifore / ho:mh]^eth in the Myre 
She leyde Mr mouth / vn-to the water doun 
Biwreye me nat thou water vdih thy soun 
Quod she / to thee I teUe it and namo 
Myn houshonde / hath longe Asses erys two 
How is myn herte aU hool / now is it oute 
I myghte no longer / kepe it out doute 
Heere may ye se / thogh we a tyme ahyde 
Yet out it moi^tt we kan no conse^l hyde 
The remenant o^ the tale / if ye wol heere 
Eedeth Ouyde / and ther ye may it leere 
THis knyg^lt / which / my tale is spec^i^lly Daf 77, bak]

Whan that he saugh / he myghte nat come therhy 
TMs is to seye / what wommen loue moo^ft 
W:^(^h^-Inne Ms hreslt fui sorW^ful was the goo^lt 
But hoom he gooth / he myghte nat so:io2^rne 
The day was come / pat homward moste he tourne 
And in Ms wey /it happed hym to ryde 
In al tMs care / vnder a fforest syde 
Wher as he saugh / yp-on a daunce go 
Of ladyes / foure and twen'ty / and yet mo
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363 six-TBXT
196 GROUP D. § 2. wife's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Toward the wMch daunce / he drow ful yenie 
In hope I that som wysdom / sholde lie lerne 
But ce^^^nly / er he came fully there 
Vs^n^y^i^sBed was this daunce / he nyste where 
Ko creature s^ngh he / that bar lyf 
Sane on the grene / he saugh sittynge a wyf 
A fouler wlghtf ther may no man deuyse 
Agayn the kny^^tf this olde wyf gan ryse 
And seyde sire knygl^tf / heer forth ne lith no wey 
Tel me / what that ye seken / by youre fey 
Par^auenture / it ma;y the bettre be 
Thise olde fol^k* kan muchel thj^ng' quod she 
IT My leeue mooder/ quod this knyght cezteyn 
I nam but deed / but if that I kan seyn 
What thyng it is / that wommen moost desire 
K^c^ude ye me wisse / I wolde wel quite youre hirc
IT Plight me thy trouthe / heere in myn hand quod she 
The neXte thj^i^g* that I requere thee 
Thou shalt it do / if it lye in thy myght 
And I W^^l telle it yOw / er it be nyg^if 
IT Haue heer my trouthe / qUod the knyght I grante 
If Thanne quod she / I dar me wel auante 
Thy lyf is s^^^ / for I wol stonde theiby 
Vp-on my lyt/ the queene wol seye as I 
Lat se / which is the proudeste of hem aile .
That wereth on / a couerchief/ or a calle 
That dar seye nay / of that I shal thee teche 
Lat VS go forth / with-outen lenger speche 
Tho rowned she / a pis^el in his ere 
And bad hym to be glad / and haue no fere 
If Whan they be comen to the cou:rt / this knyg^tf 
Seyde / he had holde his day / as he hadde h^gl^tf 
And redy was his answere / as he saydtf 
if^^ ma^y a noble wy:f / and many a mayde 
And many a wydwe / for pi they been wise 
The queene hii-se^^J* sitty^nge as l^r^si^i^se 
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364 SIX-TEXT
«Boup D. § 2. wife’s tale. Ellesmere MS. 197

Assembled been / bis answere for to heere
And afterward! / tbis knyg^if was bode appoere ' 
IT To eue:ry wight / comanded was silence
And tbat tbe knygbt / sholde telle in Audience 
"Vliat tbjnig* tbat w^^ldly wommen lonen be^tf 
Tbis knygbb ne stood nat stUle / as dotb a best 
But to bis questiouK / anon answerde 
Witb manly- voys / tbat al the court it herde 
H My lige lady / / quod be
Wommen desiren baue souereynetee 
As wel / ouer hir housho:n(^ as bir loue 
And for to been / in maistric bym aboue 
Tbis is youre mooste de.sir / tliogb ye me kille 
Dootb as yow bsfr l am at youre wille 
H In al tbe couir* ne was tber wyf ne mayde 
Ne wydwe / tbat eontraried tbat be sayde 
But seyden / he was w^^thy han bis lyf 
H And witb tbat word / vp stirte tbe 'olde wy^ 
"V^ii^lr tbat tbe knj^gtt* / saugh sittynge in tbe grene 
Mer^^ quod sbe my souerre^j’n lady queene 
Er tbat youre coui’t depa:rte / do me rigb* 
l taugbte tbis answere / vn-to tbe kny^g^fii* 
ffor wbicb / he plighte me bis trouthe tbere 
The firste thy^ng* l wolde bym requere 
He wolde it do / if it lay in bis mygbt . 
Bifore tbe coi^i't / thanne preye l tbee si knygh- 
Quod sbe / tbat thou me’ take'vn-to thy wyf/ 
ffor wel tbou woost tbat l haue kept thy lyf- 
If l sey fais / sey nay vp-on thy fey
H This knygbt answerde / alias and weylawey 
l woot right wel / tbat swich was my biheste 
ffor goddes loue / as chees a newe requeste 
Taak al my good / and lat my body go 
H Nay thanne quod she / 1 shrewe vs bothe two 
ffor thogh that I be foul / oold and poore 
l nolde for al tbe metal / ne for oore
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365 SIX-TEXT
198 group D. § 2. wife's tale. Ellesmeire MS.

That vnder erthe is g^a^e / or lith ahoue 
But if thy wyf I were / and eek thy loue 
H My l^oue quod he ? naj- my dampnaciofi 
Ah^as / that any of my nacion 
Sholde euere so foule / disparaged be 
But al ' for nogliP thende is this / that he 
Constreyned was / he nedes moste hii^e wedde 
And taketh his olde wyf / and gooth to bedde 
HH’ow wolden som men / seye paj^a^u^enture 
That for my necligence / I do no cure 
To teUen yow f the ioye / and aJl tharray 
Tha-t at the feeste was / that ilke day 
To which thyri^g* sho:^i^ly answere I shal 
I seye / ther nas no ioye / ne feeste at al 
Ther nas hut heuynesse / and muche sonve Daf 7, back]
fffr preue^ly / he wedded hire on a morwe 1080
And al day after / hidde hym as an Owle 
So wo was hym / his wyf looked so foule
IT Greet was the wo / the knyght hadde in his thoghP 
Wh^a^u- he was with his wyf abedde ybr^oght/ 
He walweth / and he tumeth to and fro 
His olde wyf j lay smylyngo eueremo 
4nd seyde / o deere housbonde benedicitee 
ffareth eueiry knyght / thus wtth his wy:f /as ye ? 
Is this the lawe / kyng* Art^h^ur^es hous ?
Is ^^eify knyght of his so dangerous ?
I am youre owene loue / and youre wyf/ 
I am she / which Jiat saued hath youre lyf/ 
And certes / yet ne dide I yow neuere vni-ight/ 
Why fare ye thus with me / this firste nyght^/ ® 
Ye faren lyk a man / had lost his wiP 
What is my gilP ? for goddes loue tel it 
And it shal been amended / if I may 
IT Amended quod this knyghP? alias / nay / nay / 
It wol nat been amended neuere mo 
Thou art so loothly / and so oo^Id also
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366 SIX-TEXT

GROUP D. § 2. wife's tale. Ellesmere MSi

And ther-to ccfmen / so lougfe a kynde
That litel wonder is / thogh I walwe and wynde 
So wolde god / myn herte wolde hreste

Is this quod she / the cause youre vnreste ? 
f Ye ce^e^j^^y quod he / no wonder is 
IT How sire quod she / I koude amende al this 
If that me liste / er it were dayes thre 
So wel ye myghte / here yow vn-to me 
Bvt for ye speken / swich ge:^itillesse

As is descended / out of old richesse 
That therfore / sholden ye be ge^liil men 
Swich arrogance. / is nat wrnith an hen 
Looke / who that is / moost veHuous alway 
Pry^u^ee and aper< and moost entendeth ay 
To do / the gentil dedes that he kan 
Taak hym / for the grettest ^^(^erfcil man^ p-i/aier] 1116
Crist wole / we clayme hym oure gentil]^esse
Hat (o. oure eldres / for hire old richesse 
ffor thogh they yeue vs / al hir heritage 
ffor which we clayme / to been heigh parage 
Yet may they nat biquethe / for no thy^^gi 
To noon vs / hir vertuous lyuy^i^g* 
That made hem / gentU men ycalled be 
And bad vs / folwen hem in swich degree 
ITWel kan / the wise Poete fflorence
That highte Dan* speken in this sentence 
ITLo / in swich maner rym / is Dantes tale 
fful selde vp riseth / by his branches smale 
Pi^ow’esse man / for god his goodnesse
Wole / that of hy^n / we clayme oure gentill^esse 
ffor oure eldres / may we no thyng clayme
But temporel thj^ngi fat man may hurte atid mayme 
IT Eek eue^y wigh* woot this as wel as I 
If gentillesse / were planted naturee^^ly 
Vn-to a ce^eyn lynage / doun the lyne 
Pryuee nor aper* thanne wolde they neue^m fyne
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367 SIX-TEXT ' •
200 B. § 2. vif'e’s taee. EUesmeire MS.
To doon of gentiliesse / the faire office 
They myglite do / no vil^eynye or vice 
i^ Taak fyr / and l^er if in the derkeste hous 
Bitwix this / and the moi^i^if of E^a^uk^asous 
And lat men / sh^te the dores and go thenne 
Yet wole the fyr / as faire lye and hrenne 
As t-vrentt^ thorlsand men / myghte it biholde 
His office natureel / ay wol it holde 
Yp peril my lyf / til that it dye 
IT Heere may ye se wel / how pat goiiterye 
Is nat annexed to possossiou 
Sith folk / ne doon hir oporaciefi 
Alwey as dooth the fyr / lo in his kynde 
ffor god it wc^c^f men may wel often fynde 
A lordes seno / do shame and viloyuyo 
And he at wole / han pris of his gentrye 
ffor he was heru / a ge^irtil hous
And hadde hise eldres / noble and voHuous 
And nel hym seluen / do no genfiil dedis 
He folwen his ge^n^^ Anncestre at deed is 
He nys nat g^^^i^ / be he duc or Erl 
ff^^ vUeyns synful dedes / make a cher! 
ffor gentillesse / nys but renomee 
Of thyne auncestres / for hire heigh bouwtee 
Which is a strange t■hy^t^grt to thy persoue 
Thy gentdl^esse / co:me^h fro god alloue 
Thanne comth / oure veiray gentill^esse of grace 
It was no thyng / biquethe vs with oure place 
11 Thenketh hou noble / as seith Valerius 
Was thilke / Tullius Hos^illins 
That out of poto^>rte / roos to heigh noblesse 
Eeed senek / and redeth eek Boece 
Ther shul ye seen expres / att no drede is 
That he is gentil / that dooth genltil dedis 
And therfore leeue honsboude / I thus conclude 
Al were it / that myne A^u^cestres weren rude 
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368 SIX^TBXT ■ ■ . ,GROUP D. § 3. wipe’s taue. 'El'lesmeire MS. 20^1
Yet may thc hye god / and so liope .1. , 
Grante me grace / to lyuen vertuously 
mianne am I geiitil / wlian tliat I bigynne 
To lyuen vertuously / and weyue synne 
A Nd ther as ye / of ponerte me repreeue

The hye god / on whom fot we Hleeue 
In wilful ponerte / chees to lyue his lyG 
And oolites / eueiry man / mayden or wyf^/ 
May vnderst^onde / that Ihesus heuene kj^n< 
Ne wolde nat chesen vicious lyuyug^ 
Glad pouerte / is an honeste thyng certeyn 
This wole Seneci and othere clerkes seyn 
Who so Ji«t halt bym payd his ponerte 
I holde hym riche / al hadde he nat a sherte 
He Jwit cou'eiteth / is a peuere wighit* 
flor he wolde han / that is nat in his myght* 
But he fiati no^ht h^k / ne c^ueiiteth haue 
Is riche / al-thongh ye holde hym but a knaue 
H Vcrray ponerte / it syngeth proprely 
l^r^ueual / seith of ponerte i^^-r^^y 
The poure man / whan he goth by the weye 
Bifore the thenes / he may synge and pleye 
Ponerte is hateful good / and as I gesse 
A ful greet bryugere / out of bisynesse 
A greeli amendere eek of sapience 
To hym / that taketh it in pacience 
Ponerte is this / al-though it seme alonge 
PossessioU / that no wight* wol chalenge 
Pone^ ful ofte / whan a man is lowe 
Maketh his god / and eek hym se^^Jf to knowe 
Pone^e / a spectacle is / as thynketh me 
Phurgh which he may / hise verray frcendes see 
And therfore sire / syn fat I noght yow greue 
G^ my ponerte / namoore ye me repreue 
NGw sire / elde / ye repreue me

And certes sire / thogh noon Auetoritee 
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369 _
202 GRODP D. § wife’s a^ALE, EUesm<}]re MS.
Were in no book / ye gentils of honour
Seyn / J<at mon sl^olde /. an- oo^ld wight doon fauoM- 
And clepe hym fader / foi? your^e, gentilJ^esse
And A^u^ct^ours / shal I fynden as I gesse 1212
NOw tber ye seye / J^otJ km foiil and old i De tarpitudim 

Than dl^ede you noght / to been a Cokewold 
if^^ filthe and eelde-/ ad so moot I Ihee 
Been grete wardeyns / vp-on chastitee 
But natbelees / syn I knowe youre deli* ■ 
I skal fulfille / youre worldly appeti* 
f Cbese now quod she / oon o^ thise thj^nges tweye 
To han me foul and old / til that I de_^"e 
And be to yow / a trewe kiimble wyf 
And neuere yow displese / in al my ly* 
Or elles / ye wol kap me yong and fair 
And take youre auenture / the repair 
That sbal be to youre hous / by cause of me 
Or in som oother place / may wel be 
Now chese your selnen / wheitber pat yotv liketh 
11 This knygbt auyseth hym and sore siketh 
But atte laste / he seyde in this manere 
I^tfy lady and my loue / and wyf so deere 
I put me / in youre wise gouernance 
Chescth youre se^lf / which may be moost plesance • 
And moost honour / to yow and me also 
I do no fors / the wheit^h^er^/ the two 
I’or as' yow liketh / it sutfise(;h me 
11 Thanne haue I gete of yow / maistrie quod she 
Syn I may chese / and goue-rno as me les* 
11 Ye certes w;yf quod he / I holde it bes* 
11 Kys me quod she ! we be no lenger wrothe 
Uor by my trouthe / I wol be to yow bothe 
This is to seyn / ye bothe fair and good 
I prey to god / pit I moote steruen wood 
But I to yow / be al so good and trewe 
As euere was wyf / syn pat the world was newe ' 
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370 SEIXTEXT
GROUP D. § 2. wipe's tale. Ellesmeire MS.

And but I be tomoim / as fair to seene •
As any lady / Emperice or queens
That is bitwixe the Est* and eke the West
Do^^h wih my lyf / and deth / right* as yow lest* 
Cast Yp the curtyn / looks how’.that it is 
IT And whan the knyghh saugh verraily al this 
That she so fair was / and so yong'ther-to 
ffor ioye / he hente hire • / in hise'armes two 
His herte bathed / in a bath blisse ■ 
A thousand tyme arewe / he gan hire kisse 
And she obeyed hym in euei-y thjnij* 
That myghte doon hym plesance or likj^ng* 
IT And thus they lyue / vn-to Mr lyues ende 
In parfit ioye / and Ihesu crist ys sende 
Housbondes meeke / yonge / fressh a bedde 
And grace / touerbyde hem fat we wedde 
And eek / I pray Iheeu shorto hir lyues 
That nat wol be goue^rned by hir wyues 
And olde and angry nygardes dispence 
•God sende hem soone / Yerray pestilence
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371
201 GROUP D. § 3. wii'B-PRiAR LINK. EU^e^s^mCre MS.

The prologe of the freres tale fgjm‘ ■ 'His worthy lymytour / this noble frere
■ He made alwey / a manejr louryng chiele 
M Vpon the SomonoM?’ / but for honestee 

Ho vileyns word / as yet to hyln spak ho 
But atte laste / he seyde vn-to the wyf 
Dame quod he / god yeuo yow right good lyf 
Ye han heer touched / al so moot I thee 
In scole matere / greet difficultee 
Ye han seyd muche thy'nj* right wel I seye 
But dame / heere as we ryde by the weye 
Ys nedeth nat. to speken but of game 
And lete / auctoritees / on goddes name 
To prechy^ng* and to scole of oiergye 
And if it lyke / to this co^paiginye 
1 wol yow / of a someneM?’ teile a game 
Pardee / ye may wel knowe by the name 
That of a Somonowr / may no good be sayd! 
I praye / fat noon you / be yuele apayd! 
A Somonoiair / is a rennere vp and doun 
"Yiiih mandementz / for fornicaci^^n 
And is y-bett at eue:ry townes ende 
IT Oure hoost tho spak / a sire ye sholde be bende 
And curteys / as a man of youre est^aat* 
In cel^]paiigl^;ye / we w^^ haue no deb^i^lf 
Telleth youre tale / and lat the Seme^oM• be 
IT Na;y quod the Seme:^(^(^ir / lat hym seye to me 
What so hym lis^ whan it ce:mth to lot* 
By god / I shal hym qu^ten eu^:i^;y grotf 
I shal hym teilen / which a greet honour 
It is / to be a flaterynge lymytour 
And many another manere cryme
Which nedeth nat* rehercen for this tyme 
And his office / I shal hym telle ywis 
IT Oure hoost answerde / pees namoore of this 
And after this / he seyde vn-to the frere 
Tel forth youre tale / leene maister deere
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372
GROUP D. § 4. friar s tale* Ellesimere 205

IT Heere bigynneth tlie fTreres tale

Hilom ther was dwellynge / in my contree 
An Erchedekene / a man heigJi degree
That boldely / dide execuciou« 
In punyssBynge / fornicaciou»

Of wiccheci^alF* and eek of bawderye 
Of diffamaciou» / and AuoWtrye 
Of chirche Eeues / and testaluentz 
Of co:utractes / and eek? lakke sacramentz
Of vsure / and of Symonye also 
But certes / lecchours dide • bo grettest wo 
5^1iey sholde syngen / if fat they were he^(f 
And smale tyt^heies / weren foule yshc^n* 
If an^y persone / wolde vp-on hem pleyne 
Ther myghte asterie hym / no pecunyal peyne 
ffor smale tithes / and smal offrynge 
Ile made the peple / pitouslty to synge 
ifor er the hisshope / caughte hym witA his hook? 
They were in the Erchedekpes hook/ 
And thanne / hadde he / thurgh his l^i^ii^s^dic^cion 
fowe:r / to doon on hem correccion 
He hadde a Somo^<^^fr / redy to his hond 
A slyer hoye / was noon in EUge^ondf 
Ifo:r subi^j^^lly / he hadde his espiaille 
T^at taughte hym / wher hym myghte auaille 
He boude spare of lecchours / oon or two 
To techen hym / to foure and twenty mo 
ffo:r thogh this sonionow)I / wood was as an hare 
To telle his harlotiye /1 wol J^at spare 
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373 si^:x-TEXT '
206 GROUP D. § 4* friar's tale. Ellesmere MS.
ffor we been / out of his correccion 
They han of,vs no l^L^i'S.sclpcion 
Ne neuei'6 shuUen / terme of hir ly^ues 
IT Peter / so been / wommen of the styves . 
Quo<i the Som^onowr / yput out of my cure 
IT Pees with myschance / anC -iih mysauenture 
Thus seyCe oure hoOlf anC lat hym telle his tale. 
Now teUeith forth / thogh pat the somonow gale 
Ne spa:reth nat / myn owene maister Ceere 
IT This false theep this Somonoi^i' quoC the frere 
HaCCe alwey / bawCes reCy to his hone? 
As any haul* to lure in EngeloucP 
That tolCe hym / al the secree pat they knewe 
ffor hire acque;yntance / was nat come newe 
They weren / hise approwours prAiely 
He took hym s^^ / a greet profit therby 
His maister knew nat / alwey / what he wan 
Wj^l^l^-^outen manCeme:at / a leweC man 
He kouCe somne / on peyne Cristes curs 
AnC they were glaCe / for to fiUe his purs 
AnC make hym / grete feestes atte naie 
AnC right as l^u^Cas / haCCe purses smale 
AnC was a th^^Jf rigltb swich a tbee:f was he 
His maister^/ hadCe / but haUf his Cuetee 
He was / if I sha^ yeilen hym his lauCe 
A thee:f / anC eek / a Somnour / and a baude 
He haCCe eek wenches / at his retenue 
That wheither / pat sir Robeirt sir Huwe
Or I^akke / or Rauf / or who so pat it were 
That lay by hem / they tolCe it in his ere 
IT Thus was the weBche anC he / of oon assen^O 
AnC he wolCe fecche / a feyneC manCemen^'O 
AnC somne hem to the Chapitre bothe two 
AnC pffe the man / anC lete the wenche go 
H Thanne wolCe he seye / freenC I shal for thy sake 
Do striken hire / out of oure lettr^es blake 1364
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37 4 slx-TEXT
GROLU? D. § 4. feiab’s TAiiB. ElleBmeiTe MS. 207

Thee thar namoore / as in tHs cas trauaille
I am thy freend / ther I tliee may auaille •
Certeyn /lie knew hiihiyes mo
Than possiiilc is / to teUe in yeres two 
ffor in this w^i^].d / nys dogge for the howe 
That kan an hurt deer / from an hool knowe 
Bet I than this Somnour / knew a sly lecchour 
Or an Auowtier / o^c a paramour 
And for that was / the fr^;^^ of al his rente 
Therfore on ik he sette al his entente 
IT And so hifel / that ones on a day 
This Somnowr / entire waitj^i^j* on his pray 
ffor to somne an old wydwe a Eihihe 
ffeynynge a cause / for he wolde hryhe 
Happed / that he saugh bifore hym ryde 
A gay yeman / vnder a fforest syde 
A boWe he bar / and Arwes brighte and kene 
He hadde vp-on / a coi^irtejiy grene
An hat vp-on his heed / with frenges blake 
IT Sire quod this Somno^;r / hayl and wel atako 
Wel come quod he / and euei’y good felawe 
Wher rydestow / vnder this grene wode shawe ? 
Seyde this yeman / wiltow fer to day ?
IT This Somnoiar hym answerde / and seyde nay 
Heere faste hy quod he / is myn entente 
To ryden / for to reysen vp a rente 
T^at longeth / to my lordes duetee 
IT Artow thanne a hazily ? Ye quod he / 
He dorste naif for verray filthe and shame 
Seye pat he was a somo:I^<^^a;c / for the name
II Depardieux quod this yeman / deere broother 
Thou art a hadly / and I am another
I am vnknowen / as in this contree 
Oi. thyn aqueyntance / I wolde praye thee 
And eek of bretherhede / if pat yow leste 
I haue gold / and siluer in my eheste
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375
208 G^oup D. § 4. fbiar’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

If that thee happe / to comen. in oure shire 
Al shal be thyn / riglit as thon wolt desire 
1T Grantmercy quod this Somonow^ / by my feith 
Eueirych in ootheres hand / his trouthe leith 
ffor to be sworn bretheren / til they deye 
In daliance / they ryden forth hir weye

This Somonoff" / that was as fui of l^a^ngles 
As ful of T^nym been thi^se waryangles 
And eue-re enque^i^j^i^g* vp-on eueiry thj^i^g* 
Brother quod he / where is now youre dwclly^i^g* 
Another day / if Jiat I sholde yow seche 
This yeman hym answerde / in so^'te speche 
5r Brother qnod he / fer in the North contree 
Wh^ere as I hope / som tyme I shal thee see 
Er we departe / I shal thee so wel wisse 
That of myn hous / ne shaltow neuere mysse

Now brother quod this Somonowr / I yow preje 
Teche me / whil pat we ryden by the weye 
Syn pat ye been / a b^^i'f as am I 
Som subtiltee / and tel me feithfully 
In myn office / how I may moos^t wynne 
And spareth na* for conscience ne synne 
But as my brother / tel me / how do ye 
1T Now by my trouthe / brother deere seyde he 
As I shal teilen thee / a feithfid taie 
My wages / been fhl streite and fui smale 
My lord is hard to me / and daungerous 
And myn office / is fui laborous 
And therfore / by extorcions I lyue 
ffor sothe / I take ail thaff men wol me yeue 
Algate / by sleyghte / or by violence 
ffro yeer to yeer / I wynne al my dispence 
I kan no bettre telle / feithfully 
1f Now certes quod this Somonowr / so fare I 
I spare nat to taken / god it wooff 
But if it be / to heuy or to ho^*
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376 SI^C-TEXT
GROUP D. § 4. priar's eale. EUessju^ire MS. 209

What I may gete / in conseil priuely 
lEo maner conscience / of that haue I 
i^<3re myn extorcjouw / I mygbte nat lyuei 
Nor of swiche l^s^pes / -vol I nat be shryuen 
Stomak / ne conscience / ne knowe I noon 
I shrewe tbise shrifte-fadres eueirychoon 
Wel be we met* by god / and by seiut l^a^me 
But leeue brotber / tel me tbanne tby narae 
Quod tbis somonoMi’ / in tbis meene wbile 
Tbis yeman / gan a litel for to smyle 
H Brotber quod be / wiltow / pat I tbee telle 
I am a feend / my dwellj^ng* is in belle 
And beere I ryde / aboute my pwrchasy^ig* 
To wite / wber men wolde me yeuen any thyr^j* 
My purcbas / is tbeifen^tf of al my rente 
Looke / how thou ryd«^f5t' for tbe same entente 
To wynne good / thou rekkest neuere how 
Eigbt so fare I / for ryde I wolde right now 
Vn-to tbe worldes ende / for a preye 
IT A quod tbis Somonow?' / benedicite what sey ye ? 
I wende / ye were a yeman trewely 
Ye han a mannes sbape / as wel as I 
Han ye figure thanne determi^nstt 
In belle / ther ye been in youre estat* ? 
U Nay ceirt^^iidy quod be / ther baue we noon 
But wban vs liketh / we kan take vs oon 
Or elles make yow seme / we been sbape 
Som tyme / lyk a man or lyk an Ape 
Or lyk an Angel / kan I ryde or go 
It is no wonder tby^ngt thogh it be so 
A lowsy l^ogelour / kan deceytie thee 
And par^dee / yet kan I moore craft than he 
IT Why quod tbe Somonour / ryde ye thanne or goon 
In so:nd^y sbape / and nat alwey in oon ? 
IT fioir we quod be / wol vs swicbe formes make 
As moost able is / oure preyes for to take 1472 •
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377 si:s-te:xt .
210 D. §4^. friar’s 'taLe, Ellesmere MS.
ir What maketh yow / to han al this labour
IT fful many a cause / leeue sire Somononr 
Seyde this feend / hut alle thyng hath tyme 
The day is shoil? and it is passed piyme 
And ne wan 1 no-1^li;^ng’ in this day 
1 wol entende / to wynnen if 1 may 
And nat entende / hir wittes to declare 
tfor brother myn / thy wit is al to hare 
To va^d^er^stonde / al-thogh 1 tolde hem thee 
But for thou axestt why lahouren we 
ffor som ty^me / We been goddes inst^i^u^mentz 
And meenes / to doon hise comandementz 
Whan that hym list* vp-on his creatures 
in diu^s art* and in diuerse figures 
Wi^i^l^-^outen hym / we haue no myglit ce^’tayn 
if that hym hst* to stonden ther agayn 
And som tyme / at cure prayere / han we leue 
Oo;hly the body / and nat the soule greue 
W:^1^r^^sse on l^ob / whom that We diden wo 
And som tyme / han we mygl^tt of bothe two 
This is to seyn / o^ so^le and body eke 
And somtyme / be we suffred for to seke 
Vp-on a man / and doon his soule Tnreste 
And nat his soule / and al is for the beste 
Whan he wit^h^standeth oure temptacioun 
it is / cause / of his sauac^ouw
Al be it that it was nat oure entente
He sholde be sauf* but paf; we wolde hym hente 
And som ty^me / be we seruant Vn-to man 
As to the Bisshope / Seint Dunstan 
And to the Apostles / seruant eek was .1. 
IT Yet tel me / quod the Somon^oM" feitlifully 
Make ye y^ow newe bodies / thus alway 

Elements ® the feend answerde nay /
Som tyme we feyne / and som ty^me we aryse 
With dede bodyes / in ful sondry wyse 
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378 SIl^-T^T^XT- _
GROUP D. *§ 4. friar's Ta^i^e. EUesi^eire MS.

And speke as lenably / and faire and wel 
As to the PHtonissa / dide Samuel 
And yet wol som men soye / it was nat he 
I do no fors / youre dyuynytee 
But o tbyng warne I tliee / I wol nat l^a^pe 
Thon wolt algates / wite how we been sliape 
Thou shalt herafterwardes / my brother deere 
Corne there / thee nedeth natf me to leere
ffor thon Sl^ad^ft by tbyn owene experience 
Evonne in a cbayer / rede of tbis sentence 
Bet tban Virgile / wbile be was on lyuij- 
Or Dant also / now lat vs ryde blyue 
ifor I wole / bolde cotnpaignye witb tbee 
Til it be so / tbat thou forsake me 
ITNay quod tbis Somonour/ tbat sbal nat bityde 
I am a yepian / knowen is fui wyde 
My troutbe wol I bolde / as in tbis cas 
ffor though tbou were / tbe denei Sathanas 
My tronthe wol I bolde / to my brotber 
As I am swo^ / and ecb vs til oother 
ffor to be trewe brotber / in tbis cas 
And botbe we goon / abouten oure parchas 
Taak thou thy pai^it wbat J)«t men wol tbee yeue 
And I sbal myn / thus majr we botbe lyue 
And if pat any of Vs / baue moore tban oother 
Lat bym be trewe / and parte it wi't/i bis brotber 
H I graunte quod tbe deuel / by my fey 
And witb tbat word / they ryden fortb bi^ wey 
And right at tbe entry^i^g* of the townes ende 
To whicb tbis Somono^^i? / shoope bym for to wende

• They saugb a Caitt tbat charged was witb bey 
Wbich pat a Cartere / droo:f fortb in bis wey 
Deepe was tbe wey / for whicb tbe Carte stood 
The Cartere smo(^ft and cryde / as be were wood 
Ilayt Brok / hayt Scolt wbat spare ye for the stones 
The feend quod be / yow feccLe body and bones :
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379 srs^-i^T^ET
212 Gjoup D. § 4. friar’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

As ferfortlily / as euere were ye foled 
■So muche wo / as I haue with yow tholed
T&e deuel haue al / hothe hors and Cai^lf and hey 
H This Somono^M" seyde / heere shal we haue a pley 1548 
And neer the feend he drough / as noght ne were 
iful pnuely / and rowned in his ere 
Herkne my brother / herkne by thy feith 
Herestow nat* hoW pat the Cartere seith 
Kent it anon / for he hath yeue it thee 
Bothe hey and Csrt* and eek hise caples thre 
V Hay quo^l the deuel / god woot neuer a deel 
It is nat his ent^ente / trust thou me wed! 
Axe hym thy sef* if thou nat trowest me 
Or elles stynt a while / and thou shalt see 
IT This Cartere / taketh his hors on the croupe 
And they bigonne drawen and to stoupe 
He^yt now quod he / ther Iheeu crist yow blesse 
And al his handwerfc bothe moore and lesse 
That was wel twig^hf myn owene lyard boy 
I pray to god saue thee / and seint loy 
How is my Caa^tf out of the slow par^dee 
H Lo brother quod the feend / what toldo I thee 
Heere may ye se / myn owene deere brother 
The cai'l spak oon / but he thoghte another 
Lat VS go forth / abouten oure visage 
Heere / wynne I no thj^ng* vp-on cariage

Whan that they coomen / som-^'what out of towne 
This Somonowr / to his brother gan to rowno 
Brother quod he / heere woneth an old rebekke 
That hadde almoof^tf as lied* to lese hire nekke 
As for to yeue / a peny of hir good 
I wole han .xij. pens / though pat she he wood 
Or I wol sompne hire / vn-to oure office 
And yet god wo^tf hire knowe I no vice
But for thou kanst nat* as in this contree 
Wynne thy co-st* ta^l^ heer enssample of me 
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380
GROUP D. § 4. friar’s tale. Ellesi^<^]?e MS,

IT This SomonoM- / clappeth at the wydwes gate 
Com out quod he / thou olde vii^yl^iate
I trowe thou hasi* som frere / or preest vfl thee 
iff Wh^o clappeth seyde this wy* henedicitee 
God saue you sire / what is youre sweete wille ? 
TTI haue quod he / of somouce a hiUe 
Vj)-on. peyne of cursyng" looke fat thou be 
Tomoifn / bifore the Erched:eknes knee 
Tanswere to the coi^iTf of ce]?^e;ya thynges 
Ufo'W lord quod she / crist Ihesu kyng of kynges 
So wisly helpe me / as I ne may
I haue been syk / and that ful many a day
I maif nat go so fer quod she ne ryde 
But I be deed / so priketh it in my syde 
May I nat axe a Hbel / sire Somonour 
And answere there / by my pr^ocutour 
To sw^ch thj^i^g* as men wole opposen me f 
H Yis quod this Somono?w / pay anon lat se 
Twelf pens to me / and I wol thee acquite 
I shal no piroiEii^ han ther-by / but lite 
My maister hath the pro^ and nat I 
Com of / and lat me ryden h^l;ily 
Yif me .xij. pens / I may no lenger tarye 
IT Twe^^ pens quod she now lady Seinte Marie
So wisly help me god / out care and synne 
This wyde world / thogh f^at I sholde wynne 
fe haue I nat .xij. pens w^'itZt--^nne myn hooldf 
Te knowen Wel. / that I am poure and oold 
Kithe youre Alm^esse / on me poure wrecche 
H liay thanne quod he / the foule feend me fecche 
If I thexcuse / though thou shul be spiltt? 
f Alikas quod she / god wooV I haue no gUt? 
H Pay me quod he / or by the sweete seiinte Anne 
As I / wol bere awey thy newe panne 
ffoi? dette / which that thou owest me of oidi 
Whan pat thou mad^i^lf thyn housbonde cokewold 
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381 SIX-TEXT 
214; Gioup D. § 4. friar's tale. MS.

I payde at hoom / for thy cori^ecci^c^i^ie 
It Thou lixt quod she / hy my sauacioMi 
Ke was I neuei-e er now / wydwe ne wy< 
Somoned vn-to youre courf in al iy^;P
Me neuere I nas / but of my body treuw 
Vn^-to the deuel / hlsil^ and rough hewe
Veue I thy body / and my panne also

And whan the deuel / herde hire cursen so 
Vp-on hir knees / he seyde in this manere 
MoiP Mabe].y / myn owene moder deere 
Is this youre wyl / in ernest pat ye seye ? 
If The deuel quod she / so fecche hym er he deye 
And panne and al / but he wol hym repente 
IT Nay olde Stob that is nat myn entente 
Quod this Somo^oir / for to repente me 
ifor any thj^ng* that I haue had of thee 
I wolde I hadde thy smok and euery clooth . 
it Now brcTher quod the deuel / be nat wrooth 
Thy body and This panne / been myne by righf 
Thou shalT with me To helle / yeT to-nyght^' 
Wl^ere / Thou shalT knowen / oure p«uoT^ee
Moore / Than a maister dyuynytee 
And wiTlt that word / this foule feend hym hente 
Body and soule / he with The deuel wente 
Wh^er^e as that Somonows / han hir heritage 
And god / Jaii made / after his ymage 
Mankynde / saue and gyde vs aUe and some 
And leue thise Somonoiaj's / goode men bicome 1644
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L
Ordynges / I koude han toold yow quod This frere 
Hadde I had leyser / for This Somnour heere 

After the Tex;* o^ Crist/ Poul / and l^ohn 
And oure othere dccTcurs many oon 
Swiche peynes / That youre herte myghte agryse 
Al be it so / no tonge may it deuyse 
Thogh Jilt I myghte / a Thousand wynTer Telle 

The peynes / thilke cursed hous of; hello 
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382 SIX-TEXT - -
. ?iROUP D. § 4. friak’s tale. EUesmeire MS,

But for to kepe vs / fro that cursed place
"Va]^(^t.h / and prejsel^h Ihesu for bis grace
So kepe vs / fro the temptour Sathanas
Herketh this word / heth war/ as in this cas

• The leou«. in hi» awa^t alway
To sle the Innocent^/ if that he may
Disposeth ay / youre hertes to withstonde
The feend / fat yow wolde make / thral and hond.e 
He may nat tempte yow / ouer youre 
ffor crist wol be / youre champion and kny^^tf 
And prayeth / fat thise Somonours hem repente 
Of hir mysdedes / er J^at the feend hem hente ®
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383 SIX-TEXT

21-6 Qi^oup D. §*(, friae-e^i^mmoneb link. Ellesmere MS..

mI H IHis Somonowr / in his Stj^i^opes hye stoo^ 
II Vp-on this frere / his herte was so wood! 
M That lyk an Aspen leef / he qiiook for Ire 

H Lordyng^es qnod ]he A piet o tlij/ig I (^i^so^0 
I J^ooIl^^tgee / that c^t /oi^u^e cthh^i^ye 
Syn ye ^I^£^toh/ld S tihii h^lre :ereI^(t 
A^s snffeesth mra / J1 gIaysl^;e frte teU^e 
Ah1sli^^i^el^omet/. e mst he kisl^wt^t^h helle 
T^el^d iIod. 1ocsoe^e 1/ae i1 hi U^^ecw^el^do^ 
Areresoad feehhfs h been bu1 :^yy» a-^aender 
ifI^rt^<1sd.ae / j^e tl^an oete ton^e ^i^ed

tr^ata fr(^te/naciJ^tslteh■watlao t^e^e
Hiwii]ht one^ehy a'^T^tiohn 
e^nd^ ii^ac .n^n/el t sealhehym vp and doun 
At aht^ws^y Angi/ thaj^^yhss Jiat tl^e^a acie 
Lc olth<tylgth1 tagnh t^(^ mot a Irh^e 
I^e sotger/ ^s^en / ^'h shugi^h t^new^tn. wo 
Vn-lio enIt ihl^o*et etp£^]e shee^e^yt tl^o 
V]-'rows^^e hep oa:le fi^r^e^s sthich a grace
Th^; y1on of l^^m / shglee]n^e1^o t^hIe pkssis 
Tenie hhee ihit A/g<^l./ n^£^hn ic 1^e^]^i1pt^n 
eb^d vn-^1; St^eI^an^^e j ht mnyt 'yMi dcm 
And new haSbLnat]sehgs /i^arth 1^<^ a aoht 
Aec^dde^c/ 1hsn of^<Sen^y/:/ts ttn ssyl1 
H^I^cd nI> -t1^;1 taci ' C^ou o^/a]oa]^!^s c^r^od he 
H^e!we forUt aIS^n tnsO m*1 fi(^ca ht
Sgny^t io ■(ihe g^^e i1 fteIela / in I^:^^ce
Al^ctI^t/pa^e hen■ n OufInntc wey n^e sppt^e

EsnhI]oegE 2:^6 i6ct. et3)

If The prologe / of the Somonowrs tale [on bacA}
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384 si^rcT^Bx^T
GEOUP D. § 5. FEiAR-suMMONBR LINK. EU<JSi^ei:e MS. 217

Riglit so as bees / out swarmen from an hyue 
Out of the deueles efs / tber gonne di'j'ue 
Twe^'ty thousand freres / in a route 
And thurgfi-out helle / swaimeden aboute 
And comen aga^n / as faste as tbey may gon 
And in bis ers / they crepten euerychon 
He clapte bis tayl aga^n / and lay ful stille 
This freie / whan be hadde looke al bis fiUe 
Vpon the tormentz / of this soj’y place 
His sp:^j:^if god restored bis grace
Vr^-to bis body agayn / and be awook? 
But natbeles / for fere yet be quook* 
So was the deueles ers / ay in bis mynde 
That is bis heritage / verray kynde 
God saue j^c^w alle / saue this cursed freie 
My prologe / wol I ende / in this manere
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385 SIX-TEXT
218 G^(^up D. § 6. . summoj^ieb’s tale. Ellesmere MS,

Heere bigynnetli tbe Somonowr his tale tS
[« 'etyso]

L
Ordynges / ther is in yorlssliire / as I gesse
A merssB contree ' called Holdernesse /ntnoh 
In which / ther wente a lymytour aboute

To pr^eche / and eek to begge / it is no doute 1712 
And so bifel / that on a day / this frere 
Hadde preched at a chircbe in his manere 
And spe^i^sOU-y / abonen eue:ry thj^n^g^/ 
Excited he the peple / in his pi^ech^j^i^g* 
To trentals / and to yeue for goddes sake 
"\Wu3e-wit^]h / men niyghte hoo].y houses make 
Ther as diuine se^ruyce ' is honoured 
Hat ther as it is wasted and deuoured 
He ther it nedeth nai^/ for to be yeue 
As to possessioners / that mowen lyue 
Thanked be god / in wele and habundaunce 
Trentals seyde he / deliueren fro penaunce 
Hir freendes soules J as wel olde as yonge 
Ye / whan Jxa'fc they been hai^-ti^ly ysongo 
Hat for to beide a preest l^oly and gay 
He syngeth nat* but o masse in a day 
Del^uereth out quod he / anon the soules 
lEJ. hard it is / viih flessKlio^olc' or wtt^/i oides 
To been yclawed / or to brenne or bake 
How spede yow ha^ti^^ly / for cristes sake 
And whan this frere / had seyd al his entente 
With / qui cum patre / forth his wey he wente 
IT Whan folk in chirche / had y^eue him / what hem lest 
He went his wey / no lenger wolde he reste 1736

ELLESMERE 218 (S-T. 385)

1716

1720

[leaf 85, back]

1724

1728

1732
    

 



386 SIX-TEXT
GROUP D. §6. summoner’s tale. EUesi^eire MS. 219

Witli scrippe and tipped staf/ ytukked hye 
In eneiry hous / lie gan to poure and piye 
And beggeith mele / and obese / or elles coim 
His felawe hadde a staf / tipped -^i1;h hom 
A peyre tables / al of yuory 
And a poyntel / polyssbed fetisly 
And wroote the names / ' alwey as be stood 
Of alle folk^/ that y^^ hym any good -
Asannces / that he wolde for hem ptey 
Yif hym a bussbel wbete / Mai.* or Beye 
A goddes kech;yl / or a trype obese 
Or elles what yow lystf we may nat cIissss 
A goddes halfpeny / or a masse peny 
Or yif VS youre brawn / if ye baue eny
A dagon> youre blank^<t* leeue dame
Oure suster deere / lo beere I write youre name 
Bacon) or beef/ or swicb thy^n< as ye fynde 
5f A sturdy harlot/ wente ay bem bibynde 
That was bir hostes man / and bar a sak* 
And . what men yaf bem / leyde it on his balk 
And whan Jut be / was out at dore anon 
He planed awey / the names euericbon 
That be biforn / had writen in bis tables 
He serued hem / with nyfles and with fahles 
IT Hay tber thou lixb tbou Somonoiir quod the frere 
IT Pees quod oure for cinstes moodee’ dssrs
Tel fortb thy tale / and spare it nat at al 
H So thryue . I quod this Somonow?' / so I shal 
IT So longe he wente bous by bous / til be 
Cam til an bous / tber be was wont to be 
Eefressbed moore / than in an hundred placis 
Syk lay the goode man / wbos the place is 
Bedrede vp-on a conche lowe he lay 
Deus hie/ quod he ./ o Thomas freend good day 
Seyde this frere /' curteis^^y and softe 
Thomas quod he / god yelde yow / ful ofte 
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387 SIX-TEXT
• 220 GROUT D. § 6. summoner’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Hane I j vp-on this bench / faren ful weel 
Heere haue I eten / many a myrie meel 
.And fro the bench / be droo^ aw^^ the cat 
And leyde adoun / his potente and his ha^ 

, And eek his scrippe / and sette hym softe adoun
His felawe / ' was go Walked in-to toun 

^^iMrth with his knaue / in-to that liostelrye
W^b^era as he shoope hym / thilke nyght to lye 
IT 0 deere mai^^er / quod this sike man 
How han ye fare / sith fat March bigan ® 
I saugh yow noght/ this moore
God woot quod he / laboured I haue ful score 
And spei^iid^y / for thy sauacion)
Haue I seyd / many a precious orison) 
And for oure othere freendes / god hem blesse 
I haue to day / been at yome chirche at messe / 
And seyd a sermon) / after my symple wiit 
Nat al after/ the te^it hoo^ly writ^/
ffor it is hard to yow / as I suppose 
And therfore / wol I teche yow al the glose 
Glosynge / is a glorious thyng certeyn 
ffor lettre sleeth / so as thise clerkes seyn 
There haue I taught hem to be charitable 
And spende hir good / ther it is tesonable 
And there I saugh oure dame / a where is she ? 
IT Yond in the yerd! / I trowe pat she be 
Seyde this man / and she wol come anon 
IT Ey maister / wel come be ye / by seint l^ohn 
Seyde this wyf / how fare ye hertely ? 
IT The frere ariseth Vp fid ourteisly 
And hire embrace-th in his Armies narwe • 
And kiste Lire sweete / and chirteth as a sparwe 
With his lyppes /. dame qUod he right weel ® 
As he / that is youre seruant eui^iry deel 
Thanked be god / pat yow yaf soule and lyP 
Yet saugh I nat this day / so fair a
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388 SIX-TEXT „ '
GROUP D. § 6. summoner’s tale. EHesmeire HS. 221 ‘ ’

In al the durclie / god so sane me 
H Ye / god amende defantes / sire quod she 
Algates / wel co:me he ye / hy my fey 
Graunt me^rc^ dame / this haue I founde ahvey 
But of youre grete goodnesse / hy youre leue 
I wolde prey yow / fat ye nat yow greue 
I wole with Thomas speke a litel throwe 
Thise curatz / been fui- nedigent and slowe 
To grope tendrely a conscience 
In shrii;* in prec^^^ng is my diligence 
And Siudie / in Petres wordes / and in Poules 
I walke I and fisshe cristen mennes soules 
To yelden Ihesu crist / his pi-opre rente 
To sprede his word / is set al myn entente 
U i^ow hy youre lene / o deere sire quod she 
Chideth him weel / for seinte Trinitee 
He is as ang^y / as a pissemyre 
Though pat he haue / al that he kan desire 
Though I him wrye a-nyght/ and make hym warm 
And on hym leye my leg outher myn Ann * 
He groneth lyk oure hoor / lith in oure sty 
Oother despor?* ryght noon of hym haue I 
I may nat plese hym / in no maner cas 
IT 0 Thomas / l^e vous dy / Thomas / Thomas 
This make-th the feend / this moste ben amended 
Ire is a thy^g that hye god defended 
And thei^-of/ wol I speke a word or two 
If How maister quod the Wyf* er pat I go 
What wol ye dyne /? I wol go ther-ahoute 
ITHow dame quod he / le vous dy sanz doute 
Haue I nat of a capon) / hut the lyuere 
And of youre softe breed / nat but a shyuere 
And after th«i* a rested pigges heed • 
But that I nolde / no beest for me were deed 
Thanne hadde I with yow hoo^^I^ suffisaunce 
I am a man / of litel sustenauwce
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389 SIX-TEXT ,
222 GROUP D. § 6. sujimo^ser’s tare. Ellesmeire. MS.

My spiur^lf bath bis foslrjit^g* in the Bible 
The body is ay / so redy and penyble 
To -^fOke / that my stornale is destroyed 
I prey yow damo / yn be nat anoyed 
Though I so freencUy / yow my comsf^ejl shewe 
By god / I wolde nat telle if but a fewe 
IT Noav sire quod she / but o word er I go 
My child is deed / •wtl^-lEnne thise wykes two 
Soone after / jiot yo wente out this toim
IT His deeth / saugh I by reuelacioun 
Seith this frere / at hoom in cure dortour 
I dar wel seyn / that er pat hallf an hour 
After his deeth / I saugh hym bo:m to blisse 
In myn Aviiiion) / so god me wisse 
So dide ou^ Sexteyn / and oure ifermerer 
That han been trewe fTejes / fifty y^eer 
They now / god be thanked of his loonc
Mahon hir l^^bil^ee / and walke allone 
And Vp I roos / and al oure ■ Coue:nt eke 
With many a teare / trikljiig^' on my cheke 
Wiitliotiteh iioyse / claterynge of be^He^ 
To “was oure song* and no thyng eJles 
Saue / th^t to cris* f seyde an orison) . 
Thahkyhge Jiyin / d: his reaetocion) 
ifor sire ajid datne / trustetli me right wet^I 
Oure orisons / been ^^1 moore eifeetiue^e' 
And t^io^re we seen / of cristes secree thynges 
Than bttrel folk/ al thotigli they wexen kynges 
We lyue in pouerte / and abstinence 

A^nd bureM folk / in richesse and despence 
O^ mete and dry^nl-o / and in hir fonl delit^' 
We han this worldes lus* al in despit^/ 
Lazar and diues / ljuedeh diueJ^i^l-y 
A^id diueirse gerdon) / hadden they tberd^^y 
Who so wol preye / he nioot faste and be cleno 
And fatte his soule / and inake his body lene Sgiin!™ a*"*™ - ?COI-ptM
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G^ovp D. § 6. summoner's tale. Ellesme:re MS. 223

We fare as seith thapostle I clooth and foode t vietum & vesti- 
/ hiis conteuti 

Suffisen vs / though they be nat ful goode
The clennesse and the fastynge of vs freres
Maketh / jiat crist acceptetth oure preyeres 1884
H Lo Moyses / fourity dayes / and fourty nyghb de or<t(i(mibza

ffasted / er pat the heighe god of 
Spak with hym / in the mount; of Synay 
With emj^lty wumbe / fastynge many a day 
Eeceyued he the lawe / that was writen 
With goddes fynger / and Elye wel ye witen 
In mou^t Oreb / er he hadde any speohe 
With hye god / that is oure lyues leche 
He fasted longe / and was in contempl^EiMnce 
IT Aaron / that hadde the temple in gouejmawnce 
And eek/ that othere preestes euerichon) 
In-to the temple / whan they sholde gon 
To preye for the peple / and do seruyse 
T^ey nolden drynken / in no manor wyse 
No drynke / which fat myghte hem dronke make 
But there / in abstinence preye and Wike .
Lest that they deyden / taak heede what I scye 
But they be sobre / that for the peple preye 
War that /• I seye namoore / for ib suffiseth 
Oure lord Ih««u / as hooly writ deuyseth 
Yaf vs ensample / of fastynge and preyeres 
Therfore / we mendynantz / we se]ly frci-es 
Been wedded / to ponerte and continence 
To charite /- humblesse / and abstinence 
To persecucion / for rightwisnesse 
To wepynge / Misericorde and clennesse 
And therfore may ye se / fat oure preyeres 
I speke vs / we mendynantz we freres 
Been to the hye god / moore acceptable 
Than y^onres / w?t/i yonre feestes at the table 
ffro Paradys first if I shal nat lye 
Was man out chaecd / for his glotonye
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391
224 GROUP D. § 6. summoneb’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And chaast was man / in Paradys ce/’teyn 
H But herkne Thomas / what I shal seyn 
I ne haue no text Oi it/ as I suppose 
But I shal fynde it/ in a maner glose 
That speci^ia^ly / oure sweete lord Ihesus 
Spak this by freres / whan he seyde thus 
H Blessed be they / that pouere in sjiirit been 
And so forth / al the gospel / may ye seen 
IVher it be likker / oure professiou» 
Or hirs / that swymmen in possessioure 
ffy on hire pompe / and hire glotonye 
And for hir lewednesse / I hem diffye 
H Me thynketh / they been lyk l^ov’^nyan 
ffat as a whale / and walkynge as a swan 
Al vinolej^tf as Botel in the spence 
Hir preyere / is of ful greet reuerence
Whan they for soules / seye the psalm) o:f Dauit/ 
Lo I but they seye / cor meum eruct^a^uit^/ 
W^ho folweth / cristes gospel / and his foore ® 
But wo ^zt humble been / and chaafst* and poore 
Wei^keris of goddes word / not Auditours 
Therfore / righ* as an kaa]^* vp at a sours 
Vp springeth in-to tkeir / right so jiraj^eres 
Of ckaaitablo / and ekasto bisy freres ■ 
Maken kia sours / to goddes eres two 
Thomas Thomas / so moote I ryde or go 
And by that lord j pat clepid is s^int Tue 
k^ere thou oure brotker / sholdestou nat thryue 
In our Ckapitao / praye we day and njgl^* 
To caist| pat he thee sende / heele and mygh.* 
^^;y body / for to weelden hastily
51 God woolj' quod he / no thyng thoa-o^? feele I 
As help me cris* as in a fewe yoaos
I han spent / vp-on diuerse manere fr^eres 
fful ma^y a pound! / yet fare I neuer the Lo* 
Cortoyn my good / I haue almoost bis^tf
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GROUP D. § 6. summoner's tale. Ellesmere MS. 225

ffarwel my- gold / for it is al ago
IT The frere answerde / o Thomas dostow so ?

nedeth yow / diuerse freres seche
"Vl^i^l; nede-th hym / 'at hath a parfit leche 
To sechen / othere leches in the toun ? 
Youre inconstance / is yonre confusioun 
Holde ye thanne me / or dies onre Couei^if 
To praye for yow / been insufi^ciont'? 
Thomas that l^^pe / nys naif worth a myte 
Youre mala^ye / is for we han to lyt^e 
A yif that Couent/ half a quarter otes 
A yif that Couent/ .xxiiij. grotes 
A yif that fi^ere a peny / and lat hym go 
Hay nay Thomas / it may no thyng be so 
"Vll<^^ is a ferthj'i^g* wo^th / parted in twelue 
Lo ech tji^yn^!* that is / in it selue on^nM,-irij;«a^i^itii/forcior 
Is moore stl^onJ* than whan it is toscatered 
Thomas / me / thou shalt nat been yflatered 
•^liou woldest han oure labour al for noghif
The hye go<i / that al this world hath wrcglU^' 1972
Seith that the werkman / w^^thy is his hyre “XtoT'™’
Thomas / tiOj^l^lt youre tresor I iesile
As for my sell* but that al oure Coueii* 
To preye for yow / is ay so diligcn* 
And for to buylden / cristes owene chirche 
Thomas / if ye wol lernen for to wirche 
Of buyldynge vp of chirches / may ye fynde 
If it be good / in Thomas lyf of Inde 
Ye lye heere / ful Anger dl Ire 
With whicli / the deuel set youre herte afyre 
And chiden heere / the se^ly Inn^oct^n* 
Youre wyf/ that is so me^ke and pacien* 
And therfore Thomas / trowe me if thee leste 
He stryue nat with thy wyf/ as for thy beste 
And her this word awe;y / now by thy feitC 
Touchynge this thy^n^g* lo what the wise seiith
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393 SIX-TEXT •
226 GROUP Dr- § (T.. sp^mmoner’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

IT ^VT^^li-Iime hous ne be tbou no leown ?F cse^sicnt leo
To thy subgltz j do noon opiirw^siown prtaO.ia'''eubiUCto

l^e make thyne ac.ueyi^tances / nat for to (lee '' 

And Thomas / yet efbsoones I charge thee 
Be war from hire / pat yn thy bosom slepeth 
Be war/.B-o the serpent/ that so silly Crepeth .
Vnder the^gras / and: styngeth subtil ly 
Be war my soire / and herkne paci^^tly -«»
That twenty thousand men / han lost hir lyues 
fior stiyniyng* wz't^/t hir leinmans and jiir wyucs 
Now sith ye han / so hooly meke a wy:^, 
What nedeth yow Thomas / to maken stryP 
Ther nys yjvys / no serpent so crunl 
W^at man tr^e^t* on his tayl / ne half so fel 
As womman is / whan ah^hath caught an Ire 
V^^ngyancy is thanne f al that they dysiIy 
Ire is a synne / oon of the grete, of syuyny 
A^bhemynably / vn-to the god hynyne
And to hym self/ it is destr^ucc^on) 
This yue:Iy lewed yiker or pyIsen) 
Kan seye / how Ire engendreth homycide 
Ire is in sooth / yxecntoUr pryde
I koude Ire seye / so muche sorwe 
My tale / sholde laste / til tomo:nT■y
And therfe^y / preye I god / bothe day and H^ght 
An Irons man / god sende hym litel myrghi* 
It is greet harm / and eek greet pit^ee 
To sette an' Trous man / in heigh degree
WHUom / ther was an Ir^ous potestat/ ZatduIqiiC‘e’n'CiO pozus- 

As seith Seneji that durynge his estaa*
Vp-on a day /<^et-rj?dyn knyghtes two 
And as ffortune / w’l^lde that it were so 
That oon .of beta cam boom/ that eo^hyr nog^^tf 
Anon the knygl^tf bifery the l^uge is broght 
That seyde thus / thou ha^t thy felawe slayn 
ffor which / I deme thee to the deeth c^^'tayn 
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394 SIX-TEXT
group D, § 6. sujimoner’s tale. S[S. 227

And to another comanded he ' ‘
Go lede hym to the deet^li,/ I d^i^:cge thce "

And happed / as they wente hy the iveye^ 
Toward the place / ther he sholde deye 
The knyght cam / which inen wendgn had he deed 
Thanne thoughte they / it was the beste reed ■ 
To lede heiji hothe' / to the l^uge agayri '
They seiden, lord / the knyght ne hath nat sTajfn 
His-felawe / heere he standeth hool alyhe 
Ye shul he deed qnod Jie / so jnoo^ I thryue ~ 
■'Irjat. is to se.yii / hothe oo:n / and two / and thre- ' 
And to -the firste knyghtiright thus spak he 
T dampned thee I tho,n raoi^lf algate he deed * ■ 
Ajid thou also / most nedeS lese thyn heed 

tho’u art c^use / -vlijr thy felawd^ deyth
. And to the thridde knyg^tt right thus he seith 

Thou hast nat doon / that l^^^n^^^c^ed thee 
.And thus / he dide doon sleen hem alle thre 
Irous Cambises / was ■eelk dronkelewe 

And ay delited hym / to hcen a shrewe
And so. bifel / a lord his meynee
That lOued vertuous moralitee 

"SeydS o^ a -day / hitwene hem two right thus 
IT A lord is if he be vicius 
And dr^onloenefese / is eek/ a foul record! 
Of any man / and na^e^y in a lord 
Ther is ful many an eye and ^ny an ere 
Awaityng on a lord / and he noot where 
ffor goddes loue / dr^nkt moore attempre^y ' 
Wyn maketh man / to lesen wrecchedly 
His mynde / and Mse lymes euerichoui 
ITThe reuers shaltou se / gnod he anon) 
And pj^eene it hy thyn owene expo’^^rn^G 
That wyn / ne dooth to folk* no swich offt^iice 
T^er is no wyn / bjreneth me my mygS^lt 
Of hand ne foot/ ne myne eyen sig^tt 
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395 SIXC-T^EXT
228 GROi^.p D. § 6, summou'eu’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And for despite/ he drar^l* ful muchel moore 
An hondred pax^^/- than he'hadde hifoore •

' And right anon / this Irous cursed wi^ecche
Eeet/ this knyghtes sone / blfore hym fecche 
Comandynge hym / he sholde bifore hym stonde 
And s«ie;y^:iy / he took his howe in bonde .
And yp t^he stre^ng* he piflled to his ere ' 
And W^iih an arwe / he slow the child right there 
Now / wheither haue ]^/ a sik^^^hand or noon 
Quod he / is al my myghti’and mynde agon 
Hath wyn bii^e:^'* me myiie eyen-sight' , 
IT' What ^K)lde I telle / tlia^:nsTO:r0«(^l’ the kny-gKi* 
His s<^:ne was slayn / ther is namoore to seye 
Beth war therfore / with lordes hpw. ye'pleye 
Sy-'nge^th Pj^a^cebo / and I shail if I kan 
But if it be / vn-to a poure man ■ 
To a poure man / men sholde hise vicefe telle 
But nat to-'a lord / thogh he sholde go to belle 
LO Irous Cirus / thilke Percien

How he destroyed / the ryuer o£ Gysen . 
ffor that an hors of his was dreynt ther-Inne 
Wh^an J^«t he wente / Babiloigne to wynne 
Ile made / that the Eyuer / was so smal 
That wommen / myghte wade it ouer al 
Lo what seyde he / that so wel teche kan •
He be no Tfel^awe to an Ir^ous man
He wihh no wood man / walke by the weye 
Lest thee repente / ther is namoore to seye 
NOw Thomas leene brother / lef thyn Ire

Thou shalt me fynde / as l^u^st^/ as is a squyre 
Hoold nat the deueles knyf' ay at thyn berte'' 
Thyn angre dooth thee / al to soore smerte 
But shewe to me / al thy confession 
IT Hay quod the sike man / by Seint Symon) 
I haue be shryuen this day / at my cura* 
I haue hym toold hoo^^^ly al myn estat*
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396 SI^-T-^JCTT
GROUP D. § 6. summonek’s tale. EUeii^ei'e MS. 229

Nedcl;li. namoore / to speken of it seith. he
But if me list^/ o^ ■ myn hu^nylitee 
f Yilf me thanne of thy gold / to ihake oure cloystre 
Quod he y for many a Muscle / and many an oystre '52100 
W’han othere men / han hen ful wel at eyse 
Hath heen oure foode j our cloystre for to reyse , 
And yet god wook -Vn^f^the the fundemei^t’ 
Parfourned is / ne oui- panee^enp
l^^ys ■ nat a tyl ye1^/rWitl^-^rnne oure yrones 
By god ! we owen fm^ity pound for* stones 
IT 'Now help Thomas / for hym that harwed helle [W st,Icelt-- 
ffor eUes / moste we ouye hookes seUe

■ And if ye lakke / oure predicacion ,
Thanne goth the world / al to deItruccton 
ffor who so wolde / vs fro thtI wo;rld hireue 
So god me saue J Thomas by youre leue 

■ He wolde hireue / eht of this world the sonne 
ffor who kan teche / and werchen as we konne 
And that is naf litel tyme quod he
But syn Eimok was,/ or Elise 
Han freres been / that fynde I of record! 
In charitee / yth^anked be oure lord 
Now Thomas / helpe for Ictnte charitee 
And doun anon / he sette hym on his knee 
THis sike man / wax wel ny wood for He 

He wolde / fat the frere / had been on tire 
With htI false dissymulacion 
Swich thy^r^'* as is in my posseISton 
Quod he / that may I yetten / and noon oother 
Ye sey me thus / that I am youre brother 
11 Ye certes quod the frere / trusteth weel 
I took oure dame / oure and oure seel
f Mow wel quod he / and som whak shal I yeue 
Vn-to youre hoo^y Couenk whU I lyue 
And in thyn, hand / thou shalt it haue anon 
On this condici^on) / and ooliher noon 
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397 si:x-'^’E?xr' •
230 GROUP D. § 6. summonier’s tale. Ellesi^<^ire ISIS.
That thou departe it so / my leeue brother 
That eueiry frere / haue also muehe as oother 
This shaltou swere / on thy profession 
Wil^h^-outen fi^aude / or cauillacion 
IT I swere it quod this frere / hy my feitli 
And ther-with-al / his hand in his he leith 
Lo heer my feith / in me shal he no lai* 
IT Noov thanne put Tn. thyn hand doun hy my halp 
Seyde tliis man /■ and grope wel hihynde 
Bynethe my butl^ol* ther shallow fynde 
A tlijn^« that I haue hyd in pryuetee 
IT A thoghte this frere / this shal go Vih m.e 
And doun his hand / he launchetli to the difte 
In hope / for to fynde there a yifte 
And whan this sike man / feite this frere 
A.boute his tuwel / grope there and heere 
Amydde his hand / he leet the frere a farf 
Ther nys no capul / dra^rynge in a Car* 
That myghte haue lete a far* of swich a soun

The frere vp stirte / as dooth a -wood leoun 
A fais chorl quod he / for goddes bones 
This hastow for despi* doon for the nones 
Thou shalt ahye this fa!?* if that I may 
f His meynee / whiche that herden this affray 
Cam lepynge In / and chaced out the frere 
And forth he gooifch / with a fui Angry cheere 
And fette his felawe / ther as lay his stoor 
He looked / as it were a wilde hoor 
He grynte with his teeth / so was he wrootli 
A sturdy paas / doun to the lordes co/a^t he gooth 
Wher as woned a Inan / of greet honour 
To whom / that he was alwey confessour 
This warthy man / was lord of that vill^age 
This frere cam / as he were in a rage 
Where as this lord / sat etyng* at his bort? 
Vunothes / myghte the frere / speke a woi^tJ 
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398 SIX-TEJCT .
GROUP D. § 6. summonee’s tale, Ellesmere MS.

Eil atte laste / he seyde / god yow see 
fl This lord higan to loohe / and seide benedicitee 
What frere l^ohfl / what maner world is this ?
I trowe / som manor thyng* ther is amys 
Ye looken / as the Wode / were fui theuys 
Sit doun anon / and tel me what youie griei; is 
And it sha^ been amended / if that I may 
fl I haue quod he / had a despit this Day 
God yelde yow / adoun in youre village 
Ehat in this world / is noon so poure a page 
Ehat he nolde haue abhomynacioue 
Of that I haue receyued in youre toun 
And yet greueth me / no thyng so soore 
As that this olde cherl / with lokkes hoore 
Blasphemed hath / oure hooly Couent eke 
fl iEow maister quod this lord / I yow biseke 
fl No maister quod he / but seiruitour 
Ehogh I haue had in scole swich honour 
God liketh nat* that Baby men vs calle 
Neither in Markle* ne in youre large halle
II No fors quod he / but tel me al youre griei*
H Sire quod he / an odious meschief/ 
Ehis day bityd is / to tnyn ordre and me 
And so consequens / in ech degree 
Of hool.y chirche / god amende it -soone 
H Sire quod the lord / ye woot what is to doone 
Distempre yow noght / ye be my Confessour 
Ye been the salt the erthe / and the savour
ffor goddes loue / youre pacience ye holde ' 
Eel me youre grief/ and he anon hym tolde 
As ye ban herd biforn / ye woot wel wha* 
IE Ehe lady o^ the hous / al stille sat/ 
Eil she had herd / what the frere sayde 
Ey goddes mooder quod she / blisfui mayde 
Is ther oght eUes / telle me feithfully 
11 Madame quod he / how thynke ye her-by ?
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399 sl^-tt^::^'!?
232 GROUP D. § 6. suj^moner’s t.alb. Ellesmere MS.

IT How that me tliynketh quod she ? so god me speede 
I seye / a ckerle hath doon. / a ckerles dede 
What shold I seye - god lat hym neueye thee 
His sihe heed / is ful of vanytee 
I holde hym / in a manere frenesyo 
IT Madame quod he / by god I sha^l nat lye

I on hym / oother weyes he wrehe - 
I shal dlsclaundre hym / euer a^ ther I SPjhe 
This false blasphemo?i^ir j that churged me 
IO parte / that -vol nat departed be 
To euery man yliche / wHih meschaxmce 
IT The lord sat stille / as he were in a traunce 
And in his herte / he roUed vp and doun 
How hadde the cherl / this ymaginacioun 5 
To shewe swich a pj^obleme / to the frere 
Heuere erst* er now / herd I of s-vieh mateere 
I trowe / the deuel / putte it In his mynde 
In Ars Metrih* shal ther no man fynde 
Rifom this da^y / swich a questi^on)
Certes / it was a shrewed conclusion)- 
That euee'y man / sholde haue yliche Ms park 
As of the soun / or savlur/ of fa^’f 
0 vile proude cherl / I shrewe his face 
Lo sires quod the lord / with harde grace 
Who herd euere of swich a thjTig* er now 
To euee’y man ylihe /'tel me how / 
It is an inpossible / it may nat be 
Ey nyce cheirl / god lete thee neuere thce 
The rumblynge of a fart/ and euer'y soim 
His but Eir reucrberaeioun
And euere it wasteth / litel and litel awey 
Ther is no man / han demen by my fey 
If that it were departed equi^Hy 
"W^i^t lo my cherl / lo yet how shre-vedly 
Vn^-to my confessour / to da;y he spah* 
I holde hym certeyn / a demonyald 
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400 SIX-^TEXT
D. § 6. summoneb's tale. EUesmei'e MS. 233

Now ete youre inete I and lai; tlie chejd go pleye
Lat hym go honge hymse^^ a deue^ weye

If The wordes Of the lordes Squier and his keruere / 
for depai^ifcynge the farp on twelue jjJ)

NOW stood the lordes Squier at the horct
That karfP his mete | and herde v^c^J^d! by woird! 2244' 

alle'thj^i^ges / whiche that I haue sayd 
My lord quod he | beth nat yuele apayd! 
IT I koude teile for a gowne clooth 
To yow sire frere / so ye be nat wrootli 
How that this farP euene delt shal be 
Among youre CouenP if it lyked me 
IT Tel quod the lord / jnd thou sha^lt haue anpn 
A gowne clooth / by god | and by Seint l^ohn 
11 My lord quod he / whan the weder is fair 
W:^t^lj^-^outen wynd j or perturbynge o: Air 
Lat brynge a Cartwheel in-to this haUe 
But looke / that it haue his spokes alle 
Twelue spokes / hath a Q^iTtwheel com-ui^^Iy 
And hryng me thanne .xij. freres woot ye why f 
For twelue is a Couent/ as I gesse 
The Confessour heere / for his worthyn^esse 
Shal parfoume vp / the nombre of his CouenP 
Thanne shal they knele doun / by oohf assenP 
And to eueiry spokes ende / in this manere 
ffu^ sad^y / leye his nose shal a frere 
Youre noble Confessour / there god hym saue 
Shal holde his nose / vpright / vnder the Naue 
Thanne shal this cheI;l / wH hely stiif and toght 
As any Tabour / been hyder ybroghP 
And sette hym on the wheel / right of this CarP 
Vpon the Naue / and make hym lete a farP 
And ye shul sooi / vp p^^ of my ly^f/ 
By preeue / which that is deml^l^Itt^£^ti^f ‘
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401 SIX-TEST
234 GROUP D. § 6. sdmmoner’s tale. Ellesi^e^i’e MS.

That eqnallj' / the soun of It wol wende ’
And eke the styryl* vn-to the spokes ende 
Saue fat this worthy man youre Confessour 
By cause / he Is- a man of greel; honour 
Shal haue the firste fruyk / as reson Is 
As yek the noble vsage / of freres Is 
The w^^thy men of hem / shul first be seroed 
And ce^:fce:ii^ly / he hath it weel disserued 
He hath to day taugh* vs so ' muche good 
With prechyng' in the pulp:!* ther he stood . 
That I may vouche saul?,/I for . me
He- hadde the firste sm'el^- / of fartes thrce 
And so wolde / al the Couenk hardiily 

. He bereth-hym / -so faire and hoolily
If The lord / the lady / and ' aile men sane the frore 
Seyde / fat l^i^nTyn spak/ in this maiere 
As wel as Euclude / or Pi^otl^ol^omee - •
Touchynge this eherl / .they seyde subtiltee' ' 
And Iieigh wik made hym speke / as' .he spak/ 
He nys no fool-/ ne no de,mony^£^l* , '
And l^ankyn / hath ywonne a newe goivne 
^y taie is doon / we been almoost at towiie

2276

2280

2284

. 2288
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Heere endeth the Somonou:rs tale
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[These coloured H^ures in the Ellesmere MS have evidently 
been drawn by two difTereut persons. The little pieces of ground 
on which the later hand ph^^ his figures, mark those done by 
him.

His drawing is not so good as the f^rst hand’s;and his colours 
are badly ground, and or poor quality.—Wr H* •

    
 



    
 



GEOTP E. . FKAGMENT VI
§ 1. THE cl:^i^:k’S he.'Ud-;lihk.

ELLESMEBE MS.

. ■ ' - i ' '
5r Heere foJwetK tlie Prologe of the clerkes tale, of

Oxenfor^d! J'S) Defsi, uwk]

S
ire clerk , / Oxenforct / cure Hoost sayde
ye ryde as coy / atid ' stille /as.(^.o'oth a.mayde 
were newe spoused / sittynge at the ,bord 
This day / ne herde I- / youre tonge a word 4

I trowe ye studie / aboute som Sophynie '
• But Salomon seith / euej-y thyng hath tyme •I’

11 ffor goddes sake / as beth Of bettre cheere 
It is no tj^me / for to studien heere 
Telle vs som myrie tale / by youre fey 
ifor what man / that is entred in a plej^ 
He nedes mot^ff vnto the pley assente 
But prechetli nat* as freres doon in lente 

. To make vs / for oure olde synnes wepe 
He that thy tale / make vs nat to siepe

, 8

13

■■ H pausacio

H Telle vs / som murie thyng/ of auenturcs 
Youre tez'n^es / youre colours / and youre figures 
K^eepe hem in stoor / til so be that ye endite 
Heigh style / as whan ^tt men to kynges -vrite 
Speketh so pleyn / at this tyme we yow preye

■ That we may vnderstonde ■ what^- ye seye
,19

H pausacio

H This worthy ^^ei^lk benig^i^ly answerde 
Hoost quod he / I am vnder youre yerde 
Ye han vs / as now ther gouernance' 
And therfore / wol I do yow obeisance

30 ELLE.SMERE 235 (6-T. 403)
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404 SIX-TEXT ■ ■
GJO'jp E. §1. GLEEii’s HEAD-LINK. Ellesmeire MS.

As fer/ as resofi axeth liardily 
I wol yoiT telle a taie , / whicli tliat I * 
Lerned at Padwe / o^f a worthy clerl* 
As preued / by his wordes and Ms werM 
He is now deed / and nayled in Ms eheste 
I prey to god / so yene his soule reste

28

IT pausacio

i^ ffraunceys Pef^tjrak* the lauriat poeto 
Highte this clerl* whos Bet^ll(Trll^' sweete 
Enlumyned al Ytaille of poetrie 
As Lynyan dide / ef Philosophic 
Or lawe / or ootheir Art particuler^ 
But deeth / fat wol nat dweUen heer 
But as it -wei'e / a twj^^klj^n^g* of an eye 
Hem hothe hath slayn / and alle shul we dye

32

35

IT pausacCo

i^ But forth to teUen / of this worthy man 
'J^^fiat taughte me this tale / as I bigan 
I seye / that f^^rstf with heigh stile he enditeth 
Er he / the body of his tale writeth 
A prohemye / in the which disc^yueth he 
Pemond / and of Saluces the contree 
And speketh of Apennyn / the Mlles hye 
That been the boundes / of westlumbardye

[ieaf92]
note, p. 402] 40

44

IT pausacio

iT And of Mount V^esulus / in speci;al 
Wl^ere as the poo / ont of a weUe smal 
Taketh his firste spryngyng' and Ms sours 
That Estward / ay encresseth in his cours 
To Emele'^vai'd / to iferrare and Venyse 
The wMch a long* thj^i^g* were to deuyse 
And trewely / as to my l^ug^g^e^me^nO 
Me thynketh if a thjnig* impertiiwaif 
Saue that he wole / conuoyen his mateere 
But this his tale / which that ye may heere

48

52

IT paus^i^Co
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4D5 SIX-TEXT

GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

iFor ihe Latin to the Clerk'is Tahe see pp. 274-5 at the end o^the

IT Heere bigynnetli the tale of the Clerk/ of 
Oxenfoi'd [>«

Her is / at the West syde Ytaille [£atin noie, p. 402] 
Doun at the roote / Vesiilus the colde
A lusty playne / hahundant vitaille grata pianicics 

A^bJI■e’lmlny a tour and tonn / thou mayst biholde
That founded were / in tyine / fadres olde 
And many another / delitahle sigRte 
And Saluces this noble contree bighte

A Markys / whilom lord was of i^hat lond 
As were / hise worthy eldres hym bifore 
And obe^s^i^tf and redy to bis bond!' 
Were alle hise liges / bothe lasse and moore 
Thus in delit he lyuetli / and hath doon yoore 
Biloued and drad / thurgli favow^r ffortune
Bothe hise lordes / and of his co?«mune

64

67

63

*
' 1KO

•c
§

Tlierwith he was / to speke as of lynage
The ge^tilleste yborn of lumhard;ye'
A fair persone and strong* and yong of age
And ful [of] honottr/ and of curteisye
Discreet ynogh / his contree for to gye
Saue that in so»jme thynges / Jiat he was to blame 
And was this yonge lordes name

70 I

71

74

77

I blame hym thus / that he consideretli nogRt 
In tyme comynge / what hym myghte bityde 
But in his Inst presei^tf was al his thogl^tf

. As for to hauke and hunte / on eue-y syde 
Wel ny / alle otbere eures / leet he slyde 
And eek* he nolde / and that was worst alle 
Wedde no wyf / for noght Jat may bifalle
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406 siscx?TXT
GROU;P E. §■ 2.' clerk’s tale, EU(^!^i^<}i:e MS.

Ooi^ly that his peple bar so soore 85
That flokmeele on a day / they to hym wente H cat«ruatim 
And oon hem / that wisest was loore 
Or etles / that the lord / best wolde assente 
That he sholde telle hym / what his peple mente 
Or elles / koude he shewe wel swich mateere 
He to the Markys / seyde as ye shul heere

88

§1

1 0 noble Markys / youre humanitee 
A^sseureth vs j to yeue vs hardipesse 
As ofte / as tyme is of necessitee 
That we to yow / mowe telle oure heuynesse 
Accepteth lord / now for youre gentill^esse 
That we with pitous herte / vn-to yow pleyne 
And lat youre eres / nat my voys desdeyne

Tua inquid humanitos 
optime Marchio

95

98

Al haue I noght to doone / in this mateere 
Moore than another man / hath in this place 
Yet for as muche / as ye my lord so deere 
Han alwey / shewed me / fauour and grace 
I dar the bettre / aske yow a space 
Of Audience / to shewen oure requeste
And ye my lord / to doon righif as yow leste

99

102
105

ffor certes lord / so wel vs liketh yow
And al youre werk/ and euere han doon / f «t we s 
He koude nat vs . sel^i* deuysen how®
We myghte lyuen / in moore felicitc^e
Sane o thyng lord / if youre wille be
That for to been a wedded man yow leste
Thanne were . youre peple / in soue:reyn hertes reste

106

109

112

Boweth youre nekke ■ / vnder that blisful y-Jk / 
Of so^eraynetee / noght seruyse
Wh^i^ch ](zt men clepeth / spousaille. or wedl^ol*
And thcnketh lord / among youre thoghtes wyse
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407 si:s-]':^:xT
GROUP E. §2. clerk's tale. Ellesme:re MS.

How fat onre dayes passe / in sondi-y v^rse 
ifor tliogli we siepe / or wake / or rome / or ryde 
Ay fleeth. tlie tyme / it nyl no man abyde

And tliogll yonre grene yontlie / flonre as yiff 
In crepeth age alwey / as stille as stoon 
And deeth manace'th / ene^y age and snryff 
In ech est^JM^lf for ther escap^t,li noon 
And al so certein / as we knowe eclioon 
That we slinl deye / as vnc«rteyn / we alle 8 
Been of that day / whan deetli slial on vs falle

119

123

126

Accepteth thanne of vs / the trewe entente 
That nenere yet* refnseden thyn heeste 
And we wol lord / if that ye wole assente 
Cheso yow a wyf/ in short tyme atte leeste 
Born ^^.the gentilleste / and the meeste
Of al this land! / so that it oghte seme 
Honour to god and yow / as we kan deeme

127

130

133

Delinere vs / ont al this bisy drede
And taak a wyf? for hye goddes sake 
ifor if it so bifeUe / as god forbede
That thnrgh yonre deeth / yonre lyne sholde slake
And that a strannge Snecessonr sholde take
Yonre heritage / o wo were vs alyne
Wl^er^fbre / we pray yon ha^^ily to wyne

134

137

140

IT Hir meeke preyere / and hir pitons cheere 
Made the Markys berte / han pitee
Ye wol qnod he / myn owene peple deere
To that I nenere erst thonghte / streyne me 
I me reioysed / my Uberte
That seelde tyme / is fonnde in mariage
Ther I was free / I moot been in sernage
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408 si:x-'i^EXT •
GKOup K. § 2. clerk’s tale. Eilesmere MS.

But nathelees / I se youre trewe enterite 
And truste vpon youre wit / and haue doon ay 
Wherfore / my free wyl j I wole assente 
To wedde me / as soone as eucz'e I may 
But ther as ye / han profred me tliis day 
To chese me a wyf / I yoiv relesse 
That choys / and prey of that profre cesse

148

151

154

ffor god it woot' that children ofte been 
Vnlyk hir worthy eldres hem bifore 
Bou?jtee comth al of god / nat of the streen 
Of which / they been engendred and ybore 
I truste in goddeg bontee / and therfore s 
My mariage / and inyn estaat and reste 
I hym bitake / he may doon as hym leste

155

158

161

Lat me allone / in chesynge of my WyB 

That charge / vp on my bak/ I wole enduro 
But I yow preye / and charge vp on youre ly* 
What wyf that I tal;e / ye me assure
To worshipe hire / whil that hir lyf may dure 
In word and werd/ bothe heere and eue:rywheere 
As she / an Emperoures dog^^ter weere

[leaf 83, back]

165

168

And forthermoore / this shal ye swere / that ye s 
Agayn my choys / sliUl neither grucche ne stryne 
ifor sith /1 shal / forgoon my libertee
At youre requeste / as euere moot I thryue 
Ther as myn berte is set? ther wol I wyue
And but ye wole assente in this manere
I prey yow / speketh namoore this matere

169

172

175

5f With hertely wyl / they sworen and asse^ten 
To al this tli^iig* the? seyde no wight nay 
Bisekynge hym of grace / er that they wenten 
That he / wolde graunten hem a certein day 
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409 s i:x^xrEXT ' _
GEoup E. § 2. clerk’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Of his spousaiille / as soone / as euere he may 
ffor yet alwey / the peple som ivhat dredde 
Lest pat this Markys / no wyf wolde wedde 

f He graunted hem a day / swich as hym leste 
On -vldch / he wolde he wedded sikerly 
And seyde / he dide al tliis at hir reqneste 
And they / with hnmhle entente / huromly 
K^nelynge vp on hir knees ful reuer^e^t^ly 
Hym thonken aile / and thus they han an ende 
Of hire entente / and hoom -agayn they wende

11 And heer vp on / he to hise ofiieeres 
Comaundeth / for the feste to purveye 
And to hise prmee knyghtes and squieres 
Swich charge yaf / as hym liste on hem leyie, 
And they / to his comandeme:nt oheye 
And ech of hem / dooth al his diligence 
To doon / vn-to the feeste reuerence

Erplieii^/ prima pars

1^8^2

183

186

^^9

IJ^O

193

196

[leaf 94]T Incipil^/ secunda pars

'Oght fer / fro thilke paleys honurahle [ia«n notc, p. 402] 
Ther as this Markys / shoope his mariage 
There stood a thi^oope / of site delitahle 

In which / that poure folk/ of that village 
Hadden hir beestes / and hir herhergage 
And of hire labour / tooke hir sustenance 
After that the erthe / yaf hem habundance

Amonges thise poure folk/ ther dwelte a man 
"^l^ich pat was holden / pourest of hem alle 
But hye god / som tyme senden kan 
His grace / in to a litei oxes stalle 
l^£^nieula / men o^' that throope hym calle 
A doghter hadde he j fair ynogh to sighte 
And Grisildis / this yonge mayden higlite
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410 sijcx^ext

group E. § 2. clerk’s tale. Ellesmeire MS.

But for to speke / o^ vertuous bouwtee
Tiianne was siie / oon the faireste vnder sonne 
ffor poureliche / yfostred vp was she
Ifo likerous lusif /was thurgh hire herte yronne 
"^e^l ofter / the weUe / than the tonne
She drank/ and for she wolde vertu plese 
She knew wel labour/ but noon ydel ese

211

214

217

But thogh this mayde / tendre were of age 
Ye* in the br^^if of hire virginitee
Ther was enclosed / rype and sad corage
And in greet reue?'ence / and charitee
Hir olde poure fader/ fostred shee
A fewe sheepe / spynnynge on feeld she kepte 
She wolde nogh* been ydel til she slepte

218

221

224

And whan she homward cam / she wolde brynge 
"Volutes / or othere herbes / tymes ofte
The whiche she shredde / and seeth for liir lyuynge 
And made hir bed / fui harde and no thyng softe 
And ay she kepte / hir fadres lyf on lofte 
With euerich obeisaunce and diligence
That child may doon / to fadres reue?’ence

2^25

223

231

1rVp on Grisilde / this poure creature 
fful ofte sithe / this Markys caste his eye 
As he / on buntyng rood par^auenture 
And whan pat it fil / J><at he mygSte hire espye 
He noght/ with wantowne lookyng of folye 
Il^^se eyen caste on hire / but in sad wyse 
Vp on hir chiere / he gan hym ofte auyse

232

235

238

Comme:ndynge in his herte / hir wonimanhede [leaf 9*. back] 

And eek hir vertu / passynge any wig’^lf 
Of so yong age / as wel in chiere as dede 
ffor thogh the peple / hadde no gree* insi^glB.*
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411 sss^xtext
GROl^JP E. §2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

In Virtu / he considered ful rights/
Hir houM;ee / and disposed that he wolde 
We^d^d^e’ hire ooi^^ly / if euere he wedde sholde 216

IT The day of weddyng cam / hut no wight kan 
Telle / what womman / that it sholde he 
ifor which memeille / wondred many a man 
And seyden / whan that they were in pnuetee 
Wol nat oure lord / yet leue his vanytee ? 
Wol he nat wedde / alias alias the while ® 
Why wole he thus / hym and vs higile ?

246

249

252

IT But nathelees / this Markys hath doon make 
Of gemmes / set in gold and in Asure 
Brooches and rynges / for Grisildis sake* 
And of hir cl^^hyngi took he the mesure
By a mayde / lyk* to hire stature
And eek* othere aornementes alle
That vn-to swich a weddynig* sholde falle

253

256

259

The time o^ vndren / the same day
Approclieth / that this weddj^i^g* sholde he 
And al the paleys / put was in array 
Bothe halle and chambres / eoh in his degree 
Houses office / stuffed with plentee
Ther maystow seen / of deynteuous vitaille 
That may be founde / as fer as last ytaille

260

263

266

This roial Markys / richely arrayed
Lordes and ladyes / in his compaignye
The whiche / that to the feeste weren yprayed
And his retenue / the bache^rye
With many a soun / sondi-y melodye
V^-to' the vintage / o^ the which I tolde
In this array / the righte wey han holde
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412 SIX-TEXT
GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

IT Grisilde this / god woot fui I2^nfc^l^if 
That for hire / sbapen was al this array
To fecohen water at a welle is went
And comth boom / as soone as euer she may 
ffor wel she hadde herd seyd [ that thilke day 
The Markys sholde wedde / and if she myglete 
She wolde fayn / han seyn / som that sighte

214

J//

280

She thoghte / I wole / with othere maydens stonde 
That heen my felawes / in cure dore and se . " ....
The Markysesse / and therfore wol I fonde 
To doon at hoom / as eofne as it may he 
The labour / which that longeth vn-to me 
And thanne I may / at leyser hire biholde 
If she this wey / vn-to the Castel holde

S [leaf os] 
[Latin note, p. 402]

284

287

And as she wolde / one?’ hir thresshfold gon 
The Markys cam / and gan hire for to calle 
And she set doun / hir water pot anon 
Biside the thi^esshfold^/ in an Oxes stalle 
And doun vp-on hir knes she gan to falle 
And wtWi. Sad contenance / kneleth stille 
Til she had herd / what was the lordes will

288

291

294

H This thoghtful Markys / spak vn-to this mayde 295
ry - 11/ 1 I’ll* ^Lati^ji no^<et P* 4021nui sobi’e.ly / and seyde m this manere
Wh^ere is youre fader / o Grisildis he sayde 
And she with reuerence / in humble cheere 
Answ^^ie. lord / he is al redy heere 
And In she gootih / with outen lenger lette 
And to the Markys / she hir fader fette

298

301

He by the hand / thanne took this olde man 
And seyde thus / whan he hym hadde asySe 
l^a^n^i^cula / I neither may ne kan
Lenger / the plesance of myn herte hyde 
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413 SIX-TEXT
GROUP E. §2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS. . ■ y

If that thou vouche sauf^ what so hityde
Thy doghter wol I take / er fat I wende
As for my wyfi vn-to hir lyue.s ende 308

Thou louest me / I woot it wel certeyn 
And art my feithful / lige man ybore 
And aU that/ liketh me /1 dar wel seyn 
It liketh thee / and specii^Uy therfore 
Tel me that poynt / that I haue seyd bifore 
If that thou wo^tf vn-to that piirpos drawe 
To take me / as for thy sone in lawe

309

312

315

H This sodeyn cas / this man astonj'-ed so 
That reed he wax and al quakj^ng*
He stood / vnnethes seyde he wordes mo-
But ooikly thus / lord quod he / my willynge * 
Is as ye wole / ne ayeyns / youre likjmge ®
I wol no thj^ng* ye be my lord so deere 
Eight as yow lus* gouc'neth this mateere

316

319

322

H Yet wol I / quod this Markys softely
That in thy chambre / I. and thou / and she * 
Haue a co].lacion / and wostow why ?
ffor I wol axe / if it hire wille he
To he my wyf / and reule hire after me 
And al this shal he doon / in thy presence 
I wol noglhf speke / out of thyn Audience

|}eaf 95, back]

326

329

IT And in the chambre / whil they were aboute 
Hir tret;ys / which as ye shal after heere 
The peple cam / vn-to the hous with onte 
And wondred hem / in how honeste manere 
And tentif^y / she kepte hir fader deere 
But outrel.y / Grisildis wondre myghte 
ffor neuere erssf ne saugh she swich a sighte
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414 SIX-I^EXTGEO UP B. § 2. cleek’s tale. Ellesmere MS.
No wonder is / thogh she were astoned u.atimttt.m'i 337 
To seen so greet a ge^ff come in that place 
She neuere was / to swiclie gestes "yoneii 
ffor which / she looked / wiih ini pale face 
Eut skortly / fortk tkis tale for to ckace .
Thise arn the wordes / Jai; the MaikyS sayde 
To tkis beelgee / verray feitkful mayde

340

' 343

IT Grisilde he seyde / ye shal wel vnderstonde
It liketh lio youre fader and to me LZatm

That I yow / wed<ie / and eek it may so stonde 
As I suppose / ye wol that it s^ he
But thise demandes / axe I first quod he 
That sith it shai he doon / in hastif wyse 
"Wol. ye assente / or elles yow auyse

344 
note, p. 4WS3

347

350

I seye this / be ye redy with good herte
To al my lustf and that I frely may
As me best thynketh / do yow laughe or smerte 
And neuwe ye to grucche if nyglit ne day 
And eelk whan I sey ye / ne sey nat nay 
Neither by word / ne fi^own;yn< contenance 
Swere this / and heere I swere yow alliance

351

354

357

f Wondrynge vp on this w^:rd / quakynge for drede 
She seyde lord / vndigne and vnworthj^ ® 
Am I / to tiidke ho^oui^/ fat ye me beede 
But as ye wole youre sellf right so wol .1.
And heere I swere / that neuere willyngly 
Tn werk ne thogl^tf I nyl yow- disobeye 
Ifor to be deed / though me were looth to deye

358
[tatn note, p. 402i

361

364

IT This is ynogh / Grisilde myn quod he Oeaco]
And forth he gooth / with a ful sobre cheere
Out at the dore / and after that cam she
And to the peple / he seyde in this manere
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415 SIJI-I'EET
GROUP E. clerk’s tale. EUesmere MS.

This is my wyf quod he / pat standeth heere 
Honoureth hire / and loueth hire I preye 
Who so me loueth / ther is namoore to seye 371

375

And for that no thy^n'* of hir olde geere Kot, p iosj 372
She ' sholde hrynge in to his hous / he bad s 
That ■ron^n^en / sholde dispoillen hire right theere 
Of which thise ladyes / were nat right glad 
To handle hir clothes / wher Inne she _was clad 
But nathelees / this mayde bright of hewe 
tfro foot to heed / they clothed han al newe 378

Hir heris han they ' kembd / that lay vntressed 
fful rudely / and with hir fyngres smale 
A corone on hire heed ' / they han ydi^essed 
And sette hire / ful of HoWches grete and smale 
Of hire array / what sholde I make a tale 
Vnnethe the peple hire knew / for hire fairnesse 
W^an she translated was in swich richesse

379

382

385

ir This Markys / hath hire spoused with a ryn^ 
Broght for the same cause / and thanne hire sette 
Vp on an hors snow whitf and wel amblyng* 
And to his paleys / er he lenger lette 
With ioyful peple put hire ladde and mette 
Conuoyed hire / and thus the day th^^ spe^id^, 
In ■ reuel / til the sonne gan descende

386

389

392

And shoi^l^^y / forth this tale for to chaee
I seye / that to this newe Markysesse
God hath swich fanow?" / sent hire of his gjace 
That it ne semed natf by liklynesse
That she was / born and fed in rudenesse 
As in a cote / or in an Oxe Stalle
But norissed / in an Empcroures halle
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416 si:i-1'bxt
GROUP E. §2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

IT To euevy wigSt/she woxen is so deere Vuinnoo, 
And worshipful / ^at folk ther she was bore 
And from hire birthe / knewe hire yeer by yeere 
Vnnethe trowed they / but dorste ban swore 
That ■she to l^a^nicle / of which I spak bifore 
She dogliter were / for as by coniecture 
Hem thoughts / she was another crea'ture

400

403

406

ifor though that euere vertuous was she [leaf 96 back]
She was encressed / in swich excellence 
Of thewes goode / yself in heigh bountee 
And so discreeb and fair eloquence
So benigne / and so digne of reuerence 
Atid koude so / the peples herte embrace
That ech hire louedo / that looked on hir face

407

410

413

II Noght ooidy of Saluces in the toun 
Publiced was / the beautee of hir name 
But eek biside / in many a regioun 
If oon seide wel / another seyde the same 
So spradde / of hire heighe bouwtee the name 
That men and wommen / as wel yonge as olde 
Goon to Saluce / vpon hire to bihold

414

417

420

Thus "Vaher lowely ® nay / but roia^ly [Lznot!, ...oy 
"Vedded j with fortunat honestetee
In goddes pees / lyueth ful esily _
At hoom / and outward / grace ynOgh had he
And for he saugh / that vnder heigh degree CEa«»»o«sp..i02] 
Was ve^u hid / the peple hym heelde
A prudent man / and that is seyn ful seelde

421

424

427

f Hat ooj^ly this Grisildis / thurgh hir wib iLatin mte, p. loa] 
Koude al the feeb o^ wyily humblenesse 
But eelk whan that the cas required ib 
The commune profib koude she redresse
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417 srs^-TBifT
GROUP E. §2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Tiler nas discord / rancour / ne lieuynesse 
In al that land / that she ne koude apese 
And wisely / brynge hem alle in reste and ese 434

Though that hire houshonde absent were/ anon ® 
If gei^tiil men / or othere hire contree
Were wrothe / slie wolde bryngen hem aton 
So wise I and rype wordes hadde she 
And I^r^ggementz of so greet equitee
That she from heuene / sent was as men wende 
Peple to saue / and euery wrong tamende

435
[£atin no/e, p, 4U2j

438

441

IT Nat longe tyme / after/ that this GrisilU 
"Was wedded / she a doghter hath ybore 
Al had hire leuere / haue born a man chil^d! 
Glad was this Markys / and the folld therfore 
ffor though a mayde child / coome al bifore 
She may / vn-to a man child atteyne 
By liklihede / syn she nys nat bareyne

442

445

448

Exj)lici* secunda pars

[leaf 871IT Inc^^J)i* tercia pars (5)

T
iller fil / as it bifalleth tymes mo ® [iafiimote, p. mi] 449 
Whan fat this child / had souked but a throwe 
This Markys / in his berte longeth so

To tempte his wy* hir sadnesse for to knowe 
That he ne myghte / out of his herte throive 
Th^^^(^n^(^^llc^us desir/dlis lyy:l tassaye 
Nedelees god woot/ he thoghte / hire for taffraye

452

455

He hadde assayed hire / ynogh bifore
And foond hire euere good / what neded it
Hire for to tempte / and alwey / moore and nioore 
Though som men preise it* for a*subtil wit/
But as for me / I seye that yuele it sit
To assaye a wyf* whan fat it is no nede
And putten hire / in angwyssh and in drede
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418 SIX-TEXT
G^oup E. § 2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

ffor which / this Markys / wroghte in this manere 
He cam alione / a nyght / ther as she lay 
With stierne face / and wiih ful trouble cheere 
And seyde thus / Grisilde quod he that day 
That I yow took/ out of youre pouere array 
And putte yow / in estaat heigh noblesse 
Ye haue / nat thiitf forgeten as I gesse

463

466

469

I seye Grisilde / this present dignitee 
In which that I haue put yow /. as I trowe ® 
Maketh yow nOf foryetful for to be 
That I yow took/ in poure estaat ful lowe 
ffor any wele / ye moot youre seluen knowe 
Taak heede / eueiry word / that y yow seye
Ther is no wig^tf that hereth it but we tweye

470

473

476

Ye woot youre sO^:f wel / how pit ye cam heere 
In to this hous j it is nat longe ago
And though, to me / pit ye be lief and deere 
Vn^-to my gentils / ye be no thyng so 
They se^n / to hem / it is greet shame and wo 
ffor to be subgetz / and to been in seruage 
To.thee / that born art/ of a smal vill^^ge

477

480

483

And name^^^y / sith thy dogliter was ybore 
Thise wordes / han they spoken doutelees 
But I desire / as I haue doon bifore
To lyue my lyf wih hem / in r^este and pees 
I may nat in this caas / be recchelees
I moot doon wih thy doghter/ for the beste 
Hat as I wolde / but as my peple leste

484

487

490

And yet god wooilf this is ful looth to me 
But nathelees / with oute youre witj^ng* 
I wol nat doon / but this wol I quod he 
That ye to me assente / as in this thy^nf*
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419 SI3CX?EXT
GROUP E. §2. cle;^ik’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Shelve now youre pacience / in youre werki^ng* 
That ye me highte / and swore in youre village 
That day / that maked was oure mariage 49?

H AJTiaR she had herd al this / she noght ameucd 
Neither in ' word / or chiere or countenance 
ifor as it semed / she was nat agreued 
She soyde lord / al lyth in youre plesance 
My child and I / with hertely oheisanco 
Been youres al / and ye mowe saue and spdle 
Youre owene th3^1^1t worketh after youre wille

498

501

5^(^4

Ther may no thyng / god so my soule saue 
Liken to yow / that may displese me
Ne I ne desire / no thjni<j' for to haue
Ne drede for to leese / saue oonly thee /. vel yee 
This wyl is in myn herte / and ay shal be 
No lengthe tyme / or deeth may this deface
Ne chaunge my corage / to another place.

505

,508

J511

IT Glad wa^ this Markys / d? hire answeryng* 
But yet he feyned / as he were nat so 
Al drery was his cheere / and his lookj^ng* 
Wh^an pat he sholde / out/ of the chambre go 
Soone after this / a furlong wey or two 
He priuely / hath toold al his entente 
Vn-to a man / and to his wyf hym sente

515

518

A maner sergeant' was this priuee man
The which pat feithful ofte / ho founden haddo
In thynges grete / and eek swich folk wel kan 
Boon execucion on thynges badde
The lord knew wel / that he hym loued and dradde 
And whan tliis sergeant wiste the lordes wille
In to the chamhre / he stalked hym ful sthle
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420 Sl^C-TTET
GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere- MS.

IT Madame lio seyde / ye moote foryeue it me 
Though I do thjTig* to which I am cons^reyncd 
Yo been so wys / that fui wel knowe ye 
That lordes heestes / mowe nat been yfoyued 
The^ mowe wel been / biwailled and compleyncd 
But men moote node / vn-to hire lust obeye 
And so wol I / ther is namoore to seye

526

532

This chiild / I am comanded for to take peafss] 
And spak namoore / but out the child he hente 
Despitousi^y / and gan a cheere make
As though he wolde / han slayn it er he wente 
Grisildis / moot al suffren and consento
And as a lamb / she sitteth meke and stillo
And leetf this cruee^ se^gean-t doon his wille

533

536

539

543

IT Suspecious / was the diffame this man suspwtaviri fama 
Suspect‘ his face / suspect* his word also
Susptjc* the tyme / in which he this bigan i susp!ctaerate^a^l•e 
Alj^as hir doghter/ that she loued so
She wende / he wolde han slawen it right the 
But nathelees / she neither weepe ne syked , 
Conse^tynge hire / to that the Markys lyked 546

But atte laste / to speken she bigan
And mel<e].y / she to the sergea:nt preyde
So as he was / a worthy g^^td man
That she moste kisse hire child / er fat it doyde 
And in hir barm / this litel child she loydo 
With fui sad face / and gan the child to kisse 
And lulled it* and - after gan it blisse

547

550

553

And thus she seyde / in hire benigne voys 
ffare weel my child / I shal thee neuere see 
But sith / I thee / haue marked wih the croys 
Of thilke fader/ blessed moote he be
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421 SII^-TEET ■
GROUP E. § 2. cle^:k’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

That for vs deyde / vp on a croys of tree
Thy soule litel child / I hym bitake 
ifor this nyghk shaltow dyen for my sake 560

f I trowe / that to a norice in this cas 
It had been hard / this reuthe for to so
Wel myghte a mooder / thanne han cryd alias 
But nathelees / so sad and stidefast was she 
That she endured / al aduersitee
And to the sei’gej^r^tf meke].y she saydc
Haue heer agayn / youre litel yonge mayde

561

561

567

Gooth. now quod she / and dooth my lordes heeste 
And 0 thyng/ wol I prey yow of youre grace
That but my lord / forbad yow atte leesto
Burieth this litel body / in som place
That beestes ne no briddes / it to-race
But he no word / wol to that pwrpos seye
But took the child / and wente vpon his w'cye*

568

571

574

IT This sergeant* cam vn-to his lord age^yn 
And Grisildis wordes / and hire cheere 
He tolde hym point* for poin* in short and pleyn 
And hym presenteth / with his doghter deere 
Somwhat this lord / hath routhe in his manere 
But nathelees / his paypos heeld ho stUle 
As lordes doon / whan they wol han hir wille

Deaf!», back]

578

581

And bad his sergeant that he pryue^ly 
Sholde this child / softe wynde and wrappe 
With alle circumstances / tendrely
And carie it in a cofre / ot: in a lappe 
But vp-on peyne / his heed of for to s^vappe 
That no man sholde knowe / of his entente ▼nd
Ne whenne / ne whider that he wente

ELLESMERE 253 (8-T. 42l)

• 582

585

588

    
 



422 siscx^ext . .
GROUP E. §2. CLEI]K S TAjH EI^^SH^^TO

But at Boloigne / to his suster deere 
That thilke tyme / of Pavik was Coimtesso 
li^e sholde it take / and sliewe hire this mateere 
Bisekynge hire / to doon hire hisynosse 
This child to fostre / in alle gentillesse
And whos child that it was / he bad hyn^ hydo 
ifrom euery wight/ for oglit fat m^^ bityde

589

593

595

596

599

602

606

IT The sergeai^it gooth / and hath fulfild this thyn^g* 
But to this Ilaalcjys / now retoume we 
ffor now gooth he / ful faste ymaginjnijji 
If by his wyues cheere / he myghte so 
Or by hire word aperceyue / that she ® 
Were ehaunged I but he neuere hire koude fyndo 
But euere in oon / ylike sad and kynde .

As glad / as humble / as bis;y in seiruyse vxtin mu, p. 603
And eolk in loue / as she was wont to be 
Was she to hym / in euery maner wyse 
He oi hir do§hter/ noght a word , spak she 
Noon act^i^e^te^tt for noon aduersitee
Was seyn in hire / no neuere hir dogSter name • 
No nempned she / in ernest / nor in game 609

peaf 90]

613

IT Explicit tercia pars fgj '

SequH^wr pars quarta (J

I
N this estaat/ ther passed been foure yeer [Laun mu, p.402]

Er she with childe was / but as god wolde

A man child she bar / by this Walter 
fful gracious / and fair for to biholde 
And whan that foll*' it to his fader tolde 
Nat ooi^ly he / but al his contree merye 
ATas for this child / and god they thanke and herye 616

«

ATlhin it was two yeer old! / and fro the br^ft 617
Departed of his norfee / on a day •
This Markys / caughte yet another lest
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4^23 SIX-TEXT
GROUP E. § 3. clerk's Txale. Ellesmere MS.

To tempte his j yet after if he may 
O nedelees / was she tempted in assay • 
But wedded men / ne knowe no mesure 
Wl^an pat they fynde / a pacient creature

G20

623

H Wyf quod this Markys / ye han herd er this 
My peple / sikly berth oure mariage 
And namel.y / sith my sone yborn is 
Now is it worse / than euere in al oure age 
The marmure sleeth myn herte and my corage 
ffor to myne eres / co:mth the voys so smei^-te 
That it wel ny / destroyed hath myn horte

p. 402J

627

G50

51 Now sey they thus / whan Walter is agon 
Thanne shat / the hlood t^anicte succede
And been oure lord / for oother haue wo noon 
Swiche wordes / seith my pople out o^ drede 
Wel oughte I / ^^ swich murmur taken heede 
ffor ce:rtei^:^]-y / I drede swich sentence 
Though they nat pleyn / speke in myn Audience

631

634

637

I wotde tyu(! in pees / if that I mygtite 
Wf^erfore / I am disposed outrely 
As I his suster/ serued by nyghte 
Eight so thenke I / to serue hym pryuely 
This warne I yow / pat ye nat sode;^:^:iy 
Out youre selif for no wo sholde outreye 
Beth pacienk and ther o^ I yow preye

G58

641

644

H I haue quod she seyd thus / and euere shal 
I wol no thyng ne nyl no thyng ce:rtayn 
But as yow lisk naug^lit greueth me at al 
Though pa my doughter/ and my sone be slayn 
At youre comai^de:mi3]^it this is to saya 
I haue noght had no park of children tweyne 
But first siknessc / and after wo and pejme 
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424 SIX-TEXT

GROUP E. §2. clerk’s TAJ!;®. l^E^esmere MS.

Ye heen oure lord / dooth with youre owene thyng' 
Eight as yow li^^ axeth no reed at me 
ffor as I lefte at hoom ' / al clothj^i^j*
Wlian I first cam to yow^/® rigl^f; so quod she 
Lefte I my wyl / and al my lihertee 
And took youre clotliyng' wherfore I yow preye 
Dooth youre plesance / I wol youre lust oheye

Df 99, bk]

C55

658

And certes / if I hadde prescience
Youre wyl to knowe / er ye youre lust me tolde 
I wolde it doon / with outen necligence
But now I woot youre lus* and what ye wolde 
Al youre plesance / ferme and stahle I holde 
ffor wiste I / that my deeth / wolde do yow ese 
Eight gladly / wolde I dyen yow to plese

659

662

[Zaiin note^ 
p. 402]

665

Deth may nog^hf make no comparisouw 
Vn-to youre loue / and whan this Markys say 
The constance of his wyf / he caste adoun 
Hise eyen two / and wondreth pit she may 
In pacience / suffre al this array
And forth he goth / with drery contenance 
But to his herte / it was ful greet plesance

666

669

G72

f This vgly sergeani^/ in the same wyse 
That be bire doghter cauglite / rigbi so be 
Or worse / if men worse kan deuyse 
Hath lient hire sone / fat fui was of heauteo 
And eue'e in oon / so pacie:nt was she 
That she no chiere maade / of heuynesse 
But kiste h^r sone / and ^^ter gan it Messe

<37^3

676

(37^9

Sane this / she preyde hym / that if he myghte 
Hir litei sone / he wolde in erthe graue
Ilis tendre lymes I delicaat to sighte •
ffro fowMes and fro heestes for to sane
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425 SIX-TEXT
GROUP E. §2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

But she noon answere / of hym myglite haue 
He wente his wey / as hym no thyng ne rogfete 
But to Boloigne / he tfendr^^y it broghto 686

This Markys / wondred eu^e longer the mooro 
Vp on hir pacience / and if that he
He hadde sooi^^hly / knowen ther bifoore 
That pai'l^tly / hir children loued she
He wolde haue wend / fat of som subtUtee 
And malice / or for crueel corage
That she hadde suffred this wM sad visage

687

690

693

But wel he knew / that next hym self certayn 
She loued hir children best in euei’y wyse 
But now of wommen / wolde I axen fayn
If thise assayes / myghte nat suffise
What koude a sturdy housbonde mooro dcu;^"se 
To preeue hire wyfhod / or hir stedefastncsse 
And he co:^(tinuynge euere in sturdinesse

[Icair 100]

697

700

But ther been folk/ swich condicioD' 
That whan they haue / a ce^tein pwipos take 
They kan nat stynte of hire entenci^on)
But rig^if a^ they wore bounden to that stake 
They wol natf of that firste purpos slake 
Eight so this Markys / fulliche hath purposed 
To tempte his wyf/ as he was first disposed

701

704

707

Ho waiteth / if by word / or contenance 
That she to hym / was changed oii corage 
But neuere / koude he fynde variance • 
She was ay oon / in herte and in visage•
And ay the fortlier / pat she was in age 
The moore trewe / if pat it were possible
She was to hym in loue / and moore penyble 
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426 SIX-TEST
gbou:p E. § 2. clerk’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

ffor whicli it semed thus / of hem two 
Ther nas hut o wyl / for as waiter leste 
The same lust* was hire plesaznce also 
And god be thanked / al fil for the beste 
She shewed wel / for no worldly vnreste 
A wyf* as hir sellf no thing* ne sholde 
Wille in effects but as hit housbonde wolde

715

'718

721

) 722
[Latin note^ p. 402]

f The sclaundti^e of Walter / ofte and wyde spradde 
That of a crueel herte / he wBckedl,/ ....
ffor he a poure womman wedded hadde. 
Hath mordred / bothe his children pn'uely 
Swich marmure / was among hem coi^mu^ly 
Ho wonder is / for to the peples ere ' 
Ther cam no .word / but they mordred were •.

725

728

ffor which / where as his peple ther bifore
Hadde loued hym wel / the sclaundrc of his diffame
Made hem / that they hym hated therfore
To been a mordrere is an hateful name
But nathelees / for ernest* ne for game
He of his crueel purpos nolde stente
To tempte his -wyf/ was set al his entente

729

732

735

H Whan that his doghtcr .xij. yeer was of age [le!ltie),bacl^;| 
He to the coui^'t of Eome in submit wyse 
Enformed of his wyl / sente his message 
Coma'undynge hem / swiche bulles to deuyse 
As to his crueel purpos may suffyse 
How fat the pope / as for his peples resto 
Bad hym to wedde / another if hym lesto

739

742

l seye / he bad they sholde courntrefete 
The popes bulles / makynge mencion) 
That he hath leue / his firste wyf to lete 
As by the popes dispensaci^on)
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427 si:s^xrEXT
group E. § 2. clerk's tale. Ellesmen MS.

To stynte rancour and disslnci^en)
Bitwixe his peple and hym / thus seyde the hulle
The which / they han puhliced atte fulle 749

•T The rude peple / as it no wonder is 
Wenden fui -vel / that it hadde he right so 
But whan thise tidynges cam to Grisildis 
I deeme / that hire herte was ful wo 
But she / ylike sad for eueremo 
Disposed was / this humhle creature 
The adul:rsitle ifortune al tendure

750

753

756

Ahidynge iuiti / his lust and his plesance 
To whom Jjctt she was yeuen / herte and al 
As to hire verray worldly suffisance 
But shoi^^ly / if tliis storie I tellen shai 
This Markys / writen hath in special 
A lettre / in which he sheweth his entente 
And slcl?le:^y he to Boloigne it sento

757

760

763

To the Erl of Pavy^^/ which pat hadde tho 
We^dded his suster/ prlyde he specii^lly 
To hryngen hoom agayn hise children two 
In honurahle es-fca^tf al ope^y
But 0 thjn^g* he hym preyde outr^^y
That he to no wig^^l? though men wolde enquere 
Sholde nat telle / whos children pat they were

764

767

770

But seye / the mayden / sholde ywedded ho 
Vn-to the Markys / Saluce anon
And as this Erl was preyd / so dide be 
ffor at day set ho on his wey is goon 
Toward Saluce / and lordes many oon
In riche array this mayden for to gydo , 
nir yengl hrother/ ridynge hire hisydo
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428 gisixTEXT
ooojp E. § 2. cleek's tale. Ellesmere MS.

I An^ayed was toward hir mariage 1
This fresshe mayde / fui gernines cleere
Hir brother / whicli fai .vij. yeer was age 
Arrayed eek / fui fressli in bis manere
And thus in greet noblesse / and wih glad chcere 
Toward Saluces / shapynge hir iourney 
ifro day to day I they ryden in liir wey

Bxpl,ioi^if quairta pars (5)

[leaf loi]

781

784

1' Sequitu^ pars quinta (JJ)

A mong al this / after his wikke vsage
/% This Markys y^^ his wyf to tempte moore 

.X...JL. To the outtreste preeue / of hir corage 
fiuUy / to han experience and loore 
If that she were / as stidefas* as bifoore 
He on a da^y / in open audience 
fiui boistous^ly ha]) seyd hire this sentence 

f Certes Grisilde / I hadde ynogh plesance 
To han yow to my wyf /’or youre goodnesse 
As for youre trouthe / and for youre obeisance 
Hoght for youre lynage / ne for youre richesse 
But now knowe I' / in verray soothfastnesse 
That in greet lordshipe / if I wel auyse 
Ther is guect seruitute / in so^idry wyse

I may nat doon / as euery Plowman may 
My peple / me coni^t;re;yneth for to talre 
A^nother and erien d^^ hy day ,
And eek the pope / rancour for to slake 
Conse^t^eth if that dar I vndertake
And treweliche / thus muche I .■wo^l yow seye 
My newe wyif is comynge by the weyo

Ee strong herte / and voyde anon hir place 
And thilke.d^owere / that ye broghten me 
Ta^k it aga^n / I graunte it my grace 
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795

798
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802

805
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429 si:x^xrEXT
E. § 2. clerk’s tale, Ellesmere MS.

Eetoumetli / to youre fadres hous quod ho 
ldo man / may alwey han prosp^itee
With euene herte / I rede yow tendure
This str^c^i^]" ifortune J or of auenture

809

812

IT And she answerde agayn in pacience ’ Peat loi, back] 
My lord quod she / I wooif and wiste ahvay 
How J)(«t / bitwixen youre magnificence 
And my ponerte / no wight kan ne ma^
Maken comparison) / it is no nay
I ne heeld me neu^e digne in no manere
To be youre wyf j no f ne youre Chambrere

813

816

819

And in this hous / ther ye me lady maaJo 
The heighe god / take I for my witnesse 
And also wysly / he my soule glaade 
I neuere / heeld me lady / ne maistresse 
But humble serr^i^i^tf to youre worthyn^csse 
And eue^e shal / whil ^ajt my lyf may duro 
Abonen / eue^y worldly creature

820

823

826

That ye so longe / youre benignitee ,
Han holden me / in honour and nobleyo
Wh^ere as I was / noght w^^thy bee
That thonke I god / and yow /. to whom I preyo 
fforyelde it yow / ther is namoore to seye
Vn-to my fader/ gladly wol I wende
And with hym dweUe / xn-to my lyues ende

837

830

833

Ther I was fostred / a chdd fui smal
TU I he deed / my lyf tho^ wol I lede 
A wydwe clene / in body / berte and al 
ffor sith I yaf/ to yow my maydenhede 
And am youre trewe wyf/ it is no drede 
God shilde / swich a lordes wyjf to take 
Another man / to housbonde / or to make 
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430 si2cx^:e^t
GROUP E. § 2. cleirk’s tale. Ellesmeire , MS.

And of jjoure newe wy:f / god of his grace
So graunte yow wele and prospe?itee 
ifor I wol glad^^ / yelden hire my place 
In which that I was bHsful. wont to bee 
ffor sith it liketh yow / my lord quod shee 
That whilom weren / al myn hertes reste 
That I shal goon / I wol goon whan yow leste

841

844:

847

But ther as ye pie profre / swich dowaire 
As I first broghte / it is wel in my mynde 
It were my wrecched clothes no thyng faire 
The whiche to me / were hard now for to fynde 
0 goode god / how g^^rtil and how kynde 
Ye semed / by youre speche / and youre visage 
The day / that maked was oure mariage

848

851

854

But sooth is seyd / algate I fynde it trewe [lefioai
ffor in effeci* it preeued is on me
Loue is no^^ff oold / as whan it is newe
But certes lord / for noon aduersitee
To dyen in the cas / it shal nat bee
That euere / in word or werk / I shal repente
That I yow yaf myn herte in hool entente

855

858

^61

My lord ye woot/ that in my fadres place' 
Ye dide me streepe / out of poure weede 
And riche^y / me cladden of youre grace
To yow broghte I noght elles / out of dre^ie, 
But feith and nakednesse / and maydenhede 
And heere aga;yn / my clothyng I restoore 
And eek / my weddyng ryng/ for eue^'^more

^^2

865

868

The remenant of youre l^u^eles redy be 
In with youre chambre / dar I saufly sayn 
Naked / out of my fadres hous quod she 
I cam / and naked moot I turne agayn
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431 si3^-T^;sT*
GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS,-

A1 youre plesance / wol I fohven fayn '
But yet I hope / it he nat youre entente
That I smoklees / out of youre paleys wente 875

Ye koude nat doon / so dishonest^e- a thyng/
That thilke womhe / in which youre children leye 
Sholde hiforn the peple / in my walkj^r^g;/
Be seyn al hare / wherfore I y^ow preye
Lat me / nat lyk a worm / go by the weye 
Eomembre yow / myn owene lord so deere
I was youre wyif / though I vnworthy weere

876

879

882'

Wh^erfore / in gerdoh) of my maydenhede 
Which fat I hroghte / and noght aga;yn I here 
As voucheth sa^^^ / to yeue me / to my meede 
But swioh a smok* as I was wont to were

J. "

That I theirwvft/i may wrye the wombe of here 
That was youre wy:f / and heer take I my Iceuo 
Of yow myn owene lord / lest I yow greue

883

886

889

UThe smok quod he / that thou hast on thy bak 
Lat it bo stille / and bere it forth with thee 
But wel ynnethes / thilke word he spak* 
But wente his wey / fur routhe and for pitee 
Biforn the folk/ hir selnen strepeth she
And in hir smok/ wih heed / and foot / al bare 
Toward hir fader hous / forth is she fare

890

893

896

IT The folk hire folwe / wepynge in hir weye 
And ffortune ay they cursen / as they goon 
But she fro wopjmg' kepto hire eyen dreyo 
lie in this tyme / word ne spak she noon 
Hir fader / that this tidynge herde anoon 
Curseth the day / and tyme that nature 
Shoope hym / to been a lyucs creature 
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432 sisi^-i^EXT
GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

fibr out of doute / this olde poure mau
Was eue^e / in suspi^c^tf Hr mariage
fibr euere he demed / sith that it bigan
That whan the lord / fulfild hadde bis coragO
Hym woMe ■ thynke / it i^f^re a disparage
To his estaat / so lowe for talighte
And voyden hire / as soone as euej- he myglite

904

907

910

Agayns his doghter / hastiliche goth he 
ffor he by noyse of folk / knew hire comynge 
And w^th hire olde coote / as it myghte be 
He coue^ed hire / ful sorwe:^^]^:ly wepynge 
But on hire body / myghte he it nat brynge 
fibr rude was the clooth / and she moore of age 
By dayes feie / than at hire mariage

911

914

917

H Thus with hire fader / for a ce:rteyn space 
Dwelleth tlus flour/ Of wyfly pacience 
That neither/ by hire wordes / ne hire face 
Biforn the folk / ne eek in hire absence 
Ne ^^^w^ed she / that hire was doon offenco 
Ne of hire heigSe esl;ai^tf. no remembrance 
Ne hadde she / as by hire contenance

918

921

!^;^4

No wonder is / for in hke grete
Hire goost was euere / in pleyn humylitce
No tendre mouth / noon herte delicaat

•No pompe / no sembb.ant roialtee
Bub ful pacie:^'t benyngnytee
Discreeb and pridelecs / ay honurable
And to hire housbonde / euere meke and stable

928

931

H Men speke l^ob / and moo^f; for his humblessc
As clerkes whan hgm lisb konne wel endite 
Name^^y ■ men / but as in soolthfastnesse
Though clerkes / preise wommen hut a lite
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433 si;sxrTET
GROUP B. §2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Tlier kan no man / in liumHesse hym acquite '
As womman kan / ne been half so trewe
As wommen been / but it be faUe of newe 938

VI]

IT ffro Boloigne / is this Erl Pavyk'n^c^me losj

which the fame vp spi^i^g^ to moore and lesse
And in the peples eres / alle and some
Was kouth eek / that a newe Markysesse
He ■Wh hym broghte / in swich pompe and richesse 
That neuere was ther se;yn / with mannes eye
So noble array / in al Westlumbardye

939

9-12

945

IT- The Markys / which that shoopg and knew al tliis 
Er that this Erl was come / sente liis message 
fls’or thilke / se^ly poure Grisildis
And she with humble berte / and glad visage
Hat with no swollen thogl^ff in hire corage
Cam at his heste / and on hire knees hire sette
And reuee'ei^l^ly / and wisely she hym grette

946

949

952

Grisilde quod he / my wyl is outire^ly 
This mayden / that shai wedded been to me 
Eeceiued be / to morwe as roia^y 
As it possible is / in myn hons to be 
And eek / that eue:ry wight in bis degree 
Haue his estaj^tf in siti^ymg* and sernyse 
And heigh plesance / as I kan best deuyso

953

956

959

if I hane no wommen / suf^sant cei’tayn 
The chambres / for tarraye in ordinance 
After my lustf and therfore wolde I fayn 
That thyn were / al swich manere gouernance 
Thou knowest eek* of old al my ple^ismeo 
Thogh thyn array be badde and yuel biseyo 
Do thou thy deuoir/ at the lecste weye 
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434 BISIXTEXT
GEO^iP E. §2. clbek's tale. Ellesmeire MS.

IT iNat lord / that .1. am glad quod she
To doon youi^a lusi* but .1. desire also 
Yow for to serue / and plese in my degree 
With outen feyn^t^j^i^g* and shal eueremo 
bTe neuere / for no wele / ne no wo 
l7e sha^ the goo^lf wZ;Mnne myn herte stente 
To ■loue yow be^tf wMh al trewe entente

967

970

973

And with that word / she gan the bous to dighte 
And ■ tables for to sette / and beddes make 
And peyned hirg / to doon al that sbe myghte 
Preyynge the chambreres / for goddes sake 
To hasten hem / and faste swepe and shake 
And she / the mooste seruysable of alle 
Hath eue»ry chambre arrayed / and bis halle

974

977

980

fl Abouten vndren / gan this Erl alighte [icaf ics, sack] 

That witA him broghte / thise noble children tweye 
ffor which the peple / ran to seen the sighte
Of hire array / so richely hiseye ■
And thanne at ersf amonges hem they se;ye 
That Walter was no fool / thogh pat hym lesto
To chaunge his wyf/ for it was for thp heste

981

984

987

ffor she is fairer / as they deemen alle
Than is Grisilde / and moore tendre of age
And fairer. fruyO hitwene bem sholde falle
And moore plesa^^. for hire heigh lyr^ago
Hir brother eek/ so faire was of visage
That hem to seen / ■ the peple hath cauglrt plesafice 
Commendynge now / the Markys gouernance

988

991

994

O
 Stormy peple / vnsad / and euci’e vntr^ewe A^uctor
Ay vndiscreeh and chaung^nge as a vane

Delitynge euere / in rumbul that is newe
Ifor lyk file moone / ay wexe ye and wane
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435 812-T^BS^r
GEOUP E. § 2,- CLi^iEii’s TALE. Ellesmere

Ay fui of olappyngi deere ynogh a l^ane
Youre doom is fais / youre constance yuele preeuetli
A fui greet fool / is he / pri on yow leeueth

Thus eeyden sadde folk/ in that Citee 
Whan that the peple / gazed vp and doun 
ffor thoy wero glad / right for the noueltoe 
To han / a newe lady of hir tonn 
Namoore of this / mako I now mencioun 
But to Grisilde agayn / wol I mo dresse 
And telle / hir constance / and hir hisynessc

1001

0005

0003

1(^^2

IT fful hisy was Grisilde / in euery thyng
' That to the feeste / was ape^tinenfr
Right noghP was she ahaysP hire clothyng' 
Thogh it were rude / and somdeel eek to-rent' 
But wfi/t glad cheere / to the yate is she won* 
With oother fo^^k? to greete the Mai'ky^sesse 
And after thaP dooth forth hire hisynosse

0009

1012

1015

With so glad chiere / hise gestes she receyuclh 
And so konnyng^y / euerich in his degree 
That no defaute / no man ape?-^(5}^ueth
But ay they wondren / what she myghte hee 
That in so poure array was for to see
And koude / swich honour and reuerence
And worthily / they preisen hire prudence

1016

1019

11^^2

In al this meene whUe / she ne stente peafioC
This mayde / and eek hir broths to commende ' 
With al hir berte / in fui benyngne entente 
So wel / fn^ti no man koude hir pris amende 
But atte laste / whan pzt thise loi'des wende 
To sitten doun to mete / he gan to calle 
Grisilde / as she was bisy in his halle .
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436 SIX-TEXT
gkoup E. §2. clej^k’s tale. E^<3s:^^:re MS.

IT Grisilde qiiod he / as it were in his pley 
IIow liketli thee my wyf/ and hire beautee f 
l^iiight wcl quod sbe my lord / for in good fcy 
A fairer/ saugh I neuere noon than she 
I prcy to god / yeuo hire prosperiteo 
And so hope I / tliat he wol to yow sende 
Bl^esanco ynogli / vn-to yomre lyues ende

1030

1033

1036

1010

0 thyng biseko I yow / and warne also [latia notc, p loaj 1037 
That yo ne prikke / with no tormentjmgo

tondro mayden / as ye han doon mo 
ffor she is fostrod / in hire norissynge 
Moore tendrely / a^id to my supposynge 
She koude nat/ aduorsitoo endure 
As koude / a poure fostred croaturo 1013

IT And whan this Walter / saugh hire pacienco 
Hir glad diiere / and no malice at al 
And he so ofte / had doon to hire [ofScnce] 
And she ay sad / and con^'tant as a wal

J. ubique 
Continuynge eue:re / hire Innocence one:ral 
This sturdy Markys / gan his hcrte dresse 
To rewen / vp on hire wyfly stedfasl^ncsse

1011

1017

1050

1F This is ynogh / Grisilde myn quod he 
Be now namoore agast' ne yuelc apaycd 
I haue thy feith / and thy bcnyngnytee 
As wcl / as eue:re womman was assayed 
In grcct efst^j^tf, and poureliche arrayed 
Now knowo I goodo wyf / thy stedfastncsse 
And hire in armes took / and gan hire kesse

1051

1051

1057

IT And she for wonder/ took it no kecpe
She herdo nat / what thyng' he to hire seydo 

, She ferdo / as she had stert out' a slcepe
Til she / out hire mazcdnesso abreyde
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437 SIX-TEXT
GROUP E. §2. cLERii’s TALE. Ellesmere MS.

Grisilde quod he / by god that for vs deydc 
Thou art my wyi/ noon oother I haue 
Ne neuere hadde / as god my soule saue 1064

This is thy dog^ter j which thou hast supjjosod 
To he my wyf / that oother feithfully 
Shal be myn heir / as I haue ay supposed 
Thou bare hym / in thy body trcwely 
At Boloigne / haue I kept hem priuely 
Taak hem agayn / for now maystow nat seyo 
That thou hast lorn / noon thy child.ron twcye

[If l0«, bk]

1068

1071

*

And folk / that ootherweys / han scyd of mo 
I warne hem wel / pat I haue doon this deede 
ifor no malice / ne for no cruolteo
But for tassaye / in thee thy wommanhcodc 
And nab to sloen my children / god forbcodo 
But for to kepe hem / pryu^^y and stiUe 
TU I thy purpos knewe / and al thy wille

1073

1075

1078

IT Whan she this herde / aswowne doun she falleth 
ffor pitous l^oye / and after hire swownynge 
She bothe hire yonge children / vn-to hire callcth 
And in hire Armes / pitou^^^;y wepynge 
Embraceth hem / and tendrely kissynge 
fful lyk a mooder/ with hire salte teeres 
She bathed / bothe hire visage and hire hcores

1079

1082

1085

0 which a pitous thyng' it was to se 
Ilir swownj^i^j*. and hire humble voys to heere 
Grauntmercy lord / that thanke I yow quod she 
That ye han saued me my children deere 
Now rekke I neuere / to been deed right heere 
Sith I stonde in youre loue / and in youre grace- 
No fors^of dceth / ne whan my spirit pace 
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GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

IT 0 tendre / o deere / o yonge children myno 
Youre woful mooder / wende stedfai^t^^ly 
That crueel houndes / or som foul T^irmyne 
Hadde eten yow / hut god of' his me^cy 
And youre henyngne fader / tendr^^y 
'Hath doon yow keplt and in that .same stoundo 
A1 so(^^;^]^ly / she swapte adoun to grounde

1093

1096

1099

And in hire swough / so sadily holdet;h she
Hire children two / whan she gan hem temhrace 
That w/ greet sleighte / and greet difficultee 
The chdd^^en / from hire arm they gonne arace 
0 many a teere / on many a pitous face
J)oun ran / of hem pat stooden hire bisyde 
Vnnethe abouten hire / myghte they abyde

1100

1103

1106

IT Walter hire gladeth / and hire sorwe slaketh 
She riseth vp abaysed / from hire trance
And euery wight / hire ioye and feeste maketb 
Til she / hath cauglit aga;yn hire co^tenance 
Walter hire dooth / so feithfu^ly piesance 
That it was deyn^t^e'e / for to seen ■ the cheere 
Eitwixe hem two / now they been met yfecre

[leaf 106]

1110

1113

Thise ladyes / whan that they hir tyme say 
Han taken hire / and in to chambre gon 
And strepen hire / out of hire rude array 
And in a elooth of gold / pat brighte shoon 
With a coroune / of many a riche stoon 
Vp on hire heed / they in to hallo hire bioghte 
And'ther she was / honured as hire og^te

1114

1117

1120

Thus hath this pitous day a blisful ende 
ffor euo'y man and womman dooth his myght' 
•This day / in murthe and reuel io dispende 
Til on the welkne / shoon the sterres ly^g^!!*
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KK^o^u’ E. § 2. cleirk’s tale. Elletmerc MS.'

ffor moore solempne / in euoi'y mannes syg^if
This feste was / and gretter of eostage
Tlian was / the reuel / hire mariage 1127

fT fful mjiny a yeer / in heigh prospefitee 
Lyuen thise two / in eoneord and in reste 
And riehely / his doghtor maryed he 
Vn-to a lord / oon the worthieste 
Of al Ytaille / and ' thanne in pees and reste 
His wyues fader/ in his eourt he kepeth 
Til thati the soule / out of his body erepetli

1128

1131

1134

l^^^s soiie / sueeedeth in his heritage
In reste and pees / after his fader day '
And fortunab was eek/ in mariage
Al putte he nat his wyf/ in greet assay
This world is nat so strong' it is no nay
As it hath been / o^ olde tymes yooro
And herkneth / what this Auetour seith therfoorc UH

1135

1138

H This storie is seyd / nat for that wyues sholde 
ffolwen Grisilde / as in humylitee 
ffor it were inportable / though they wolde
But for that eue:ry wi^^tf in his degree
Sholde he eoz^nst^j^inf in aduersitee
As was Grisilde / therfore petralb writeth
This storie /,whieh wit/t heigh stile ho enditeth

[Latin note,
p.102]

1145

1148

ifor sith a womman / was so paei.ei^tf 
Vn-to a mortal man / wel moore vs oglite 
Eece.yuen al in grec / that god vs senb 
ffOT greet skile is / he preoue that he wroghte 
But he / ne temptoth no man / that he boghte 
As seith seint lame / if ye his pistol rede 
Ile nreeueth folk al day / it is no dredo
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group E. § 2. clerk's Ellesmeire MS.

And suffreth vs / as for cure excercise 
"WWi;h sharpe scourges / of Aduersitee 
iful ofte / to be liete in sondry wise 
Mat for to know oure wyl / for ce?'tcs he » 
Er we were born / knew oure freletee 
And for oure beste / is al his gouernance 
Lat vs thanne lyue / in vertuous suifrance

1156

1159

162

IT But 0 v^ord lordynges / herkneth er I go 
It were fui hard / to fynde now a dayes 
In al a toun / Grisildis / thre or two 
ifor if fat they were putf to swiche assaj'cs 
The gold of hem / hath noiv so badde alayes 
Yfitli bras / fat thogh the co^ne be fair at oyo 
It wolde rather / broste atwo than plye

1^(^3

1166

1169

ffoi? which, heere / for the wyues loue of Bathe 
Whos ly:f and al hii^e secte god mayntene 
In heigh maistrie / and elles were it scathe , 
I wol with lusty herte / fressfe and greno 
Soyn yow a song* tO glade yow I wene 
And lat vs stynte / H ernesitful matere 
Herkneth niy song* that seith in this manere

1170

1173

1176

li Lenuo;y de Chaucer

risilde is deed / and e.ek hire paeience 
And bothe atones / buryed in Ytaille 
ifor which I crie / in open audience

No wedded man / so hardy be tassaille
His wyues paeience / in hope to fynde 
Grisildis / for . in ccrtein he shal faille
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GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. XUesmei’O MS.

0 noble wyues / fui / beigli prudence
Lat noon humylitee / youre tonge naill 
lie lat no clerk/ haue cause or diligence
To wriite of yow / a storie of swich mc'/'Raille
As of Grisildis / pacient and kynde 
Lest Cbicliiuache / yow swelvye in liire entraillo

1185

1188

ffolweth Ekko / that holdeth no silenee 
But euere answcrotb / at tire eoi^:^^retaillo 
Beth nat bidaffed for youre Innocence 
But sharp].y j taak on yow tire gouenaillc 
Eniprenteth wel this lesson in youre myndo 
ifor comimune pj’ofit* sith it may auaille

[loaflOO]

1191

1194

Ye Aichiwyues / stonde^th. at defense 
Syn ye be sti^oi^g* as is a greet Camaille 
bie suffroth nat/ fat mon yow doon offenso 
And sklendre wyues / fieble as in bataille 
Betb egre / as is a Tygre yond in Ynde 
Ay clappeth as a Mille / I yow coi^is<ai^lle

119>

1200

lie dreed bem naif doth bem no reuerence' 
ffor tbougb tbyn houshende / armed be in maille 
l^^l^e arwes / of tby crabbed eloquence .
Shai perce bis brest/ and eelr* bis Aucntaillo 
In l^a^l^ousie / I rode eeli* thou hym bynde
And thou sbalt make hym couche as dotb a quaille

120£!^

1206

If thou be fair/ ther folk been in presence
Shewe thou tby visage / and tbyn apparaillo
If thou be foul / be fre tby dispence
To geto thee freendes / ay do tby trauaillo
Be ay cbiere / as light as leef on lynde
And lat hym caro and wepo / and ivryng and waillc

1209

1212
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402 SIX-TEXT '
side-notes to the clerk’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

SIDE-NOTES TO ^;EEK’S TALE, ELLESMEEE MS.

(From Petrarch’s Latin ^^igin^l: see the Society's (O^ii^Ttnals and 
Analogues of Chaucer's Tales:)

[MS, leaf 92.]
II ffult haut preoul a palacio ^cetera. [MS,

Vt expeditis curis alijs ad videndu»» dom.ini

^4s there is no in this■ p^rint f^or the Latin notes in the 
margin of the MS, they are put here, mith the numbers of the lines 
(an<i^ages the Six-Text) to which they

p. 404,1. 40. Est ad ytalie lates occiduu»t Vesulus ex ap- 
penini lugis inons altiiss^^n^ws qui vertice nebula supo’nns liquido 
sese ingerit ether! Mons suapte / nobilis natura pad! ortu nobilis- 
simas qui latere fonte lapsus exlguo Orientem contra solem fertur 
k^c^etera [MS, leaf 92.]

p. 405, 1. 57. Inter cetera ad radicem Vesuli ten^’a saluci^8^i^H)« 
vicis & Castellis. ' ■ '

p. 409,1. 197. 
leaf 94.]

p. 412,1. 281. _ , ,
sui sponsam cum puellis comitibt/s propi^inret/ [MS, leaf 9,5.]

p. 412, 1. 295. gifijra Walterus cogltabundus cedens eamque
comp^ellans nomlwe. [MS, leaf 95.]

p. 414, 1. 337. Et Insollto tant! hosp!t!s aduentu stuplda^ia 
inue^^it. [MS, leaf 95, back.] _

p. 414, 1. 344. Et patri tuo placet inquid. & m-^Zii vt vxor 
mea sis / et credo Hi! placeat,/ sed haieo ex te querere &
cetera. [MS, leaf 95, back.] .

p. 414, 1. 3.56. sine V^a frontis aut verbi inpugnaoione.
[MS, leaf 95, back.]

p. 414, 1. 358. Nil ego vnq«am sciens nedum faciam set 
eciant cogitabo quod contra animum tr^r^nt sit/ nec tu aliquid 
facies / et si me mori iusseris quod moleste feram k^^t^tera. [MS, 
leaf 95, back.]

p. 415, 1. 372. dehinc/ ne quid re^lif^ttts^riO^t fortune veforis 
noua^tn inferat ln domut^t / nudar! cam iuss^t^jrit / [M[.S, leaf 96.}

p, 416, 1. 400. Atqwe apud omttjs sup^ra fident cara & vene- 
rabilis facta est/ vix q«od hijs ipsis qtt! Hiiitts qrig:iietM^t noun/•allt 
p^suaderi posset la^tiictttle nata^n^t esse tantes vite / tantns moraim 
decor ea vertnra^im grauitas atq^i^tc dulcedo quibiis omnium attitntts 
nexu sibi magni amoris astrinxerat / [MS, leaf 96.]

p. 416,1. 421. sic Waltercs humili quidem / set/ insigni ao 
prospero matrimonio honestatis sutat^a dei in pace & cefera, 
[MS, leaf 96, back.]
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402 SIX-TEXT '
side-notes to the clerk's tale. Ellesmere M&.

[MS, leaf 99.]

s

p. 416,1. 425. qw^<lqtze eximia^?» virtutt^i tanta sub Inopia
latitante»i pe)'i^^^i(^!^(^itf» dep)'i?udiss^t;/ vulgo prudentissimwa
haJ^eba^JW. [MS, leaf 96, back.]

p. 416, 1. 428. Neq«e yero solers sponsa muliebria ac
dome^5tiea / seel vbi res poseeret publica ecia^)7» subibat officia. 
[MS, leaf 96, back.] •

p. 417, 1. 435. Viro absente / lites pati-ie / nobilium dis- 
cordias dirimens'a^^qKe co»»pone«s ta?» respo?Jsis tanta
maturitate, & ludicij eqOTitate vt om^es ad salutewi. publica«i 
demissa celo fe?«i7i.am predicarent/ [MS, leaf 97, back.] •

p. 417,1. 449. Cep«^)’it vt fit int»»du?^» waltej-uja cuwi iam
ablactata esset infaatula mirabili’a quedam q«<»m laudabilL? cupi- 
ditas satis expeirtawi. care tideai coaiugis expwriendi alcius & itarum 
atqa« ito^um retemptandi, [MS, leaf 97.] .

p. 422, 1. 603. par alacritas atque sedalitas solituni obs[e]- 
q?;iuffi / idem amor nulla filie meuelo. [MS, leaf 98, b.ack.]

p. 422, 1. 610. trai^sjiuu'ant hoc in statu aaiii iii]”- dual ecoe
grauida Sceti^tm.

p. 423,1. 624. Et olim audisti populaja meu?)! egre nost^r^ujji
forre ooni^ubiua^ & e^^tra.. ................ '

p. 424, 1. 664, 
volens moriar.

p. 426, 1. 722. _ _
b[r](^sioere. [MS, leaf 100.]

p. 436,1. 1037. Vnuwi bona fide pi’ccor ao moneo ne hanc/ 
illis aculeis agites qwibws altai'am agitasti / namq?(« & iunior & 
delloaelus nutrita est/ pati quantani ego vt reor non vaieret/ 
[MS, leaf 104.]

■ p. 439, 1. 1142. Hanc historiawi stilo nu?io alto rete.xere 
visu?a fuit/ non tu?» ideo vt matronas nosfri tewi.poj’is ad imitan- 
daaz hu^ws vxoris pacienciai/t / que iaimitabilis videta?’ / qua;a vt 
legentes ad imitandam saltem fendae constaneia?z^ cxcitarent/. 
Vt q^^« hec viro suo pi•esti^^t/ hoc-p?‘«.stitre d[e]o nostro audeat/ qui- 
libet/ vt Jacobus ait aposiolus / Intemptator sit/ malol^;z;^i & ipse 
nee^iz^t^tn temptat/ pz’obat taaic-n & sepe nos multis ao grauil^ws 
flagellis e.xoz’t^f^i’i sinit/ noa vt animuzzi nosfzvim sciat/ quem sciuit/ 
anteqnam crearei^ai* [MS, leaf 105.]

[MS, leaf 99.]
ffae sen[ten]oiam tibi placere q?(»d moriar 

[MS, leaf 99, back.]
ceperlt sensim de Wal^oro dcoolor fama cre-
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477 SIX-TEXT .
Iobiginal clerk's end-link. Ellesmere MS.

APPENDIX TO GROUP E, § 2.

V

[7 Oriljindl, ht rejected, End-Linlt to the Glorh's Tale, 
perhaps followinj I. 1162, with which the paraphrase of 
Petrarch's Latin ends, f 1,1169.]

Bihoold the murye wordos Of the -Hoos*

T
His worthy clerk* whan ended was his tale

Oure boost seyde / and swoor by goddes bones 
Me were leuere / than a barel ale
My wyf at boom / had herd .itbis legende ones
This is a ge:^'fcil tale / for the nones
As to my pw^^pos / wiste ye my wille
But thj^i^j* pat wol nat he / lat it he stille

4

7

Heere endeth the tale / of the Cleri* Of Oxenfoi^d!
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442 sizsxttxt ’
GROUP E. §3. clerk-merchan'^--lINk, EUesmeire KS.

The prologe o:E the Marchantes tale Deaf loo, bacit]

W
epyng' and way^^^j^i^g* cate and O^ither sorwQ '
I knowe ynogS / on euen and a morwe

Quod the Marcha^n* and so doon othere ino
That wedded heen / I trowe that it he so 1 , 216
ffor wel I it fareth so with me 
I have a wy^/ the ivorste that may he 
ffor thogh the feend / to hire ycoupled were 
She wolde hym ouermacche / I dar wel swore ■ 
What sholde I yow reherce in speciiil 
Hir hye malice / she is a shrewe at al 
Ther is a long* and large difference 
Bihrix Grisildis grete pacience 
And my wyf/ the passyng* crueltee 
Were I vnhounden / al so moot I thee 
I wolde neuere off comen in the snare 
We wedded men / lyue in sorwe and caro 
Assaye who so wole / and he shal fynde 
I scyo sooth / by seint Thomas ynde
As for the moore par:* I sey nat aile 
God shilde / that it sholde so hifallo 
H A good sire hoost / I haue ywedded bee . 
Thise Menthes two / and moore nat pardee 
And yet I trowe / he that al his lyue 
"^VyHees hath been / though fat men wolde himryuo 
Vn-to the herte / ne koude in no manere 
Teilen so mudiel / soo^we / as I now heere ? 
K^oude teilen / my wyues cursednesse
H Now quod our hoost*. Marchant so god yow blessc 
Syn ye so muchel / knowen that Ai’tf 
fful hei:te.y / I pray yow telle vs par’*

Gladly quod he / but of myn owene soore 
ffor soo:ry herte / I telle may namoore

'1220 '

1224

122S

1232

1236

1240

1244
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443 SIX-TEXT
• GROUP E. §4^. MERcn.ANT’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

»:• ■ 5r Heere bigynncth the Marchantes tale fg)§ *•?
Hilom ther was dwo^llynge in Lumhardye 
A worthy knyghit pai born was of ' Pavye 
In which he lyued / in greet prosperitee 
And sixty yeer / a wyflees man was hoe

".And folwed ay his bodily del^^if 
On woiiimen ' ther as was his appetyb 
As doon thise fooles / that been seculeer I
And whan that he / was passed sixty yeer 
Were if for hoolynesse / or for dotage 
I kan nat seye / but swich a greet corage 
Hadde this knyglitf to been a wedded man 
That day and nyght/ he, dooth al that he kan 
Tespien / where he myghto wedded be 
Preyinge oure lord / to grantcn hiw fat he ® 
Mighte ones knowe / thilke blisful lyf 
That is bitwixe / an housbonde / and his wyf / 
And for to lyue / vnder that hooly boond!
With which fat god / man and womman bond! 
Noon oother lyf seyde he / is worth a bene 
ffor wedlok/ is so esy f and so dene 
That in this world / it is a Paradys 
Thus se;yde this olde knyght / fat was so wys

And ce;rte^^^y / as soot/h / as god ' is kyng*, 
To take a wyif it is a glorious thyng' 
And namel.y / whan a man / is oold and hoor 
Thanne is a wy:* the fru^tf of his tresor 
Tlianne sholde he take / a yong wyf and a feir 
On which / he myghte / enge:ndren hym an heir 
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GROUP E. § 4. JiKRcnANi’a tale. Ellesmere MS.

And lede liis lyf in ioye and in solas • 
AViere as thise bacheleris / synge alias 
Whan that they fynden / any aduej-sitee 
In lone / which nys / hut childyssh vanytee 
And trewely / it sit wel to be so ' 
That bacheleris / haue often peyne and wo 
On brotel ground! they buylde / and brotolnesse 
They fynde / whan they wene sikernesse 
They lyue / but as a bryd / or as a bees* 
In libertee / and vnder noon arrees* 
Ther as a wedded man / in his estaa* 
Lyueth a lyf blisful and ordina.atf 
Vnder this yoki of mariage ybounde
Wol may his herte / in ioye and blisse habounde 
ffor who kan be / so buxom as a wyf 
Who is so trewe / and eek so ententyf 
To kepe hym and hool / as is his make 
ffor wele or wo / she wole hym nat forsake 
She nys nat wery / hym' to loue and seruo 
Thogh pat he lye bedrede / til he sterne 
And yeb somme clerkes seyn / it nys nat so 
Of whiche / he Theofraste is oon tho 
What force / though Theofraste liste lye 
He take no wyf quod he / for housbendryc 
As for to spare / in houshold! thy dispenco 
A trewe seruanf deeth moore diligence 
Tliy good to kepe / than thyn owene wyif 
ffor she woTclayme / half part al hir Ij'f' 
And if thou bo syk so god me saue 
Thy ve!T^;y freendes / or a trewe knaue 
Wol kepe thee belt than she peit waiteth ay 
After thy good / and hath doon many a day 
And if thou take a wyf / vn-to thyn heeld! 
fful lightly / maystow been a Cokewold 
This sentence / and an hundred thynges worse 
Wi^it^eth this man / ther god his bones corse
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GROUP E. § 4. MEECHANT'is TALE. Ellesmere MS.

But take no kepe / of al swicB vanytee' 
Deffie Theofraste / and herke me 
IT A ^vyf/ is goddes yifte verraily 
Alle otherere manere yiftes hardi^Jly 
As londes / rentes / pasture / or commune 
Or moebles / alle been yiftes ffortuno 
Bliat passen / as a sliadwe vpon a Av^al 
But dredelees / if pleynly speke I shai 
A wyf wol laste / and in thyn hous enduro 
Wcl lenger than thee list/ parauenture 
ir Mariage is / a.fui greet sacremen* 
He / which f(zt hath no wyf / I holde Ixjrm sliornlf 1320
He lyueth helplees / and al d^^x^li^tf 
I speke of folk^ in seculer estaa* 
And herke why / I sey nat this for noght 
That womman is / for mannes helpe ywrog^^tf 
The hye god / whan he hadde Adam maked 
And saugh him al alione / bely naked 
God of his grete glodnesso / seyde than 
Lat vs now make an helpe vn-to this man
Lyk to hym selfi and tiianne he made hi?» Eue 
Heere ye se / and heer-by may ye preue 
That wyf is mannes helpe / and his cm^^^l^lt 
His Paradys terrestro / and his dlsp^l^lt 
So buxom / and so vertuous is she 
They meste nedes / lyue in vnitee 
0 flessh they been / and o flessh as I gesso 
Hath but oon herte / in wele and in di3trosso 
IT A wyf /y a Seinte mafie bonediclto 
How myghte a man / han any adue^•siteo 
That hath a wy^/ cex-tes I kan nat seye 
The blisse / which fat is bitwixe hem tweye 
Ther ma^ no tonge telle / or horto thynke 
If he bo poure / she helpeth hym to swynke 
She kepeth his good / and wasteth neuo- a deci 
\Al that hire housbonde lustt hire hketh weel
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GEoujp E. § 4. merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Slie seith. not onos nay / wh^^^ he se^th ye 
Do this seiith he / redy sire seith she
0 blisful ordre of wedlok precious 
Thon art so murye / and eek so verttiou.s 
And so commended / and appreued eek* 
That euei-y -man / fat halt hym worth, a leak / 
Vp on his hare knees / oughte al his lyf / 
Thanken his god / pat hym hath sent a wyf j 
Or elles preye to god / hym for to sende 
A wyf / to laste / yn to his lyues ende 
Ifor thanne his lyf / is set in sikemesse 
He may nak he deeeyued as I gesse 
So piat he werke / after his wyues recde 
[............................ ..............................

[leaf loai
13-18

1352

1356

1360^
..............................na gap in the J/iSC] 
11 Lo how pat l^a^cob / as thise clerkes rede 
By good eonseU / of his mooder Eehekke 
Boond the ky^des skyn / aboute his nekke 
Tlmrgh whieh / his fadres benyson) he wan 
11 Lo l^u^dith / as the storie eek telle kan 
By wys conseid / she goddes peple kepte 
A^nd slow hym ^^ofernus / whil he slepte 
H Lo Abig^^l / by good conseiH / how she 
Saued hir housbonde Nabal / whan fat he ' 
Sholdc han be slayn / and looke Ester also 
By good conse:d / delyuered out of wo 
^^^lie peple of god / and made hym h^£^rdoc^ee 
Of Assuere / enhaunced for to be 
H Ther nys no thyng/ in gree superlaty^)* 
As seith Senelk aboue an humble wy)* 
H Soffre thy wyues tonge / as Cat^oi^' bit 
She shal comande / and thou shalt sutfrcn it 
And yef she wole obeye of curteisye 
A wjffi is koperc /.... thyn housbo^id^ye [Latin pt, p. 477J
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447
grc^up ^E. §4^. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Wol may the sike man / biwaille and wepe 
Tlier as ther nys no wyi / the hous to kepe 
I warne thee / if wisely / thou wolt wirohe note, p. tn]

Loue wol thy wy:* as crist loue4 his chirche 1384
If thou louest thy sell* thou louest thy wy:/ note, p. 4771

No man hateth his fl^^^si f hut in his lj'//® 
He fostreth if and therfore hidde I thee
Cherisse thy wy:f / or thou shalt neuere thee 
Housbonde and wylf what so men iape or ploye 
O: worldly folk / holden the siker weye 
They been so knyk ther may noon harm bityde 
And namejly / vp on the wyues syde 
ffor which this lanuarie / of whom I tolde 
Cons^dei^i^d'hath /inwith hise dayes olde . ,
The lusty lyf / the vertuous quyete _
That is in mariage hony sweete ,
And for hise freendes / on a day he sente

■ To teUon hem theffect' of his entente

W
ith face sad / his tale he hath hem toold!

He seyde freendes / I am hoor and ooli! 
And almoost god woo* on my pittes brynke 
Yp on the soule / somewhat moste I thynke 
I haue my body / folily 'despended 
Blessed be god / that it shal been amended 
flor I wol be / ce:rteyn a wedded man 
And that anoon / in al the haste. I kan 
Vn to som mayde / fair / and tendre of age 
I prey yow / shapeth for my mariage 
Al so<^^<^;^:^!ly / for I wol nat abyde 
And 1 wol fonde / tespien on my syde 
To whom / I may be wedded hastily 
But for as muche / as ye been mo than I 
Ye shuUen rather / swich a thyng espyen 
Than I / and where me best were to allyen 
IT But 0 thy^i^g* warne I'yow / my freendes deere 
I wol noon oold wyf han / in no manere
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448 si:t-:^ext '
Guoup E. § 4. merchant’s tale. EUes:^(^]re MS.

She shal nat passe twenty yeer certi^frn 
OoH fissh. and yong^ flessh / wolde I haue fayn 
Bet is quod he / a pyk than a pykerel 
And bet than olde boefl is the tendre veel
I W(51 no woMman / thiitty yeer of age 
It is but benei^tiraw / and greet forage 
And eek/ thise olde wydwes / god it woo* 
They konne / so muchel craf* on Wades bo(^* 
So muchel broken harm / whan fat hem leste 
That m'tA hem / sholde I neuere lyue in reste 
Ifor se:ndl’y scoles / maken sotile clerkis 
Womman manye scoles / half a is
But cei^ite;y^^ly / a yong< thyngi may men gyo 
Eight a^ men may / warm wox mih handos plye 
"I'lieirirfre / I sey yow pleynly / in a clause 
I wol noon oo^d wyf han / for this cause 
ffor if so were / fat I hadde swich myschaficc 
That I in liire / ne koude han no plesaiice

• Thanne sholde I ledo my lyf in Auoutrye 
And streig^if vn-to the deuel / whan I dyc 
die children / sholde I none vp on hire goton 
Yet were me leuere / fat houndos had me ctcn 
Than fat myn heritage sholde falle 
In straunge hand / and this I telle yow alle 
I dote naaf I woot the cause why ? * 
Men sholde wcdde / and forthermooro woot I 
Ther speketh / many a man of mariage 
That woot namoore if than woot my pago
ifor wliiche causes / man sholde take a wyf / 
Siththe / he may nat lyuen chaa^t his lyf j 
Take hym a wyif with greet deuoeioii 
By cause / of leueful procreacion 
Of chUiren / to thonou:r of god aboue 
And nat oo^^y / for par^amour or loue 
And for they sholde / leccherye eschue 
And yelde hir dettes / whan pat they ben duo
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449 SIX-TEXTGBOUP E. §4. merchant’s tale. EUes:me:re MS.

Or for that ech of hem / sholde lielpen oother 
In mes^lni^J? / as a suster shal the brother 
And lyue in chastitee / fui holily 
But sires by youre lene / that am nat I 
ffor god he thanked / I dar make auauwif 
I feole my ly^mes / stark/ and sirSiiSfiUT^fc' 
To do / al that a man bilongeth to 
1 woot lay seluen besk what I may do 
Though I be hoor / I fare as dooith a ti^ee •
That blosmeth / ©■ Jiat fruyt ywoxen beo 
And blosmy tree / nys neither dry^e ne doed 
1 feele me / nowhere hoor / but on myn heed 
Myn berte / and alle my lymes been as grene 
As laurer / thurgh the yeer / is for to sene 
And ' syn Jat ye / han herd al myn ©rtt^nto 
I prey yow / to my wyl / ye '^^ole assente 
Diuerse men / diuerseliy hym tolde

Of mariage / manye ensamples olde 
Somme blamed it / somme preysed it certeyn 
But atte laste / shoiT^ly for to seyn 
As al day / falleth altercacion 
Bitwixen freendes in disputison 
Ther fil a S^ir^:f / bitwixe hise bretheren two 
Of whiche / that oon was cleped Pl^s^cebo 
l^r^st^i^n^us soot^lhly / called was that oother 
f Placebo seyde / o l^£^n^r^£^r^e brother 
ifui litel nede / hadde ye my lord so deere 
Conseid to axe / any that is heere 
But fat ye been / so ful sapience
That yow ne liketh / for youre heighe prudence 
To weyuen / fro the wooc^of Salomon 
This word seyde he / vn to vs euei'ychon 

alle thj^ng* by Co■Qseil / thus seyde he 
And thanne / shallow nat repente thee 
But though fat Salomon / spak swich a wor^c? 
Myn owene deere brother _ / and my lord
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450 SIX-TEXT
GROUJP E. §4. mero^-ant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

So wysly / god my soule brynge at reste 
I holde / youre owene conseil is the beste 
ffor brother myn / of me ta^k this 
I haue now been / a Court man al my lyf 

And god it woof though I i^n.worthy be ■ 
I haue stonden / in ful greet degree 
Abouten lordes / of fui heigh estaat . [
Yet hadde I neuere / w«t/z noon of hem dobant 
I neuere hem contraried treweiy 
I woot wel / that my lord kan moore than I 
What th^t he seiiLh / I holde it ferme and stable 
I seye the same / or elles thyng semblable 
A fui greet fool / is any conseill^oM’ 
That smueth any lord / heigh hono^w
That da^ presume / or elles thenken it 
That his conseid / sholde passe his lordes wit 
Nay / lordes been no fooles by my fay 
Ye ban youre seiuen / seyd beer to day 
So heigh seuteuce / so holdy and weel 
That I consente / and conferme eueirydeel 
Youre wordes alle / and youre opluieu« 
By god / ther nys no man / in al this toun 
Hyn Ytaille / that koude bet ban sayd 
Crist halt hym / this conseE fui wel apayd 
And trewely / it is an heigh corage 
Of any man / that stapen is in age 
To take a yong wyrl* by my fader kyn 
Youre berte hangeth / on a ioly pyn 
Booth now in this matiere / right as yow leste 
ffor finally / I holde it for the beste 
Iustinus / J(at ay stdle sat and .herde

Eight in this wise / he to Pl^acebo answerde 
Now brother myn / be pacient I preye 
Syn ye han seyd / and herkneth what I seye 
IT Seneki among hise others wordes wyse 
Seith / pat a man oghte hym right wel auyse 
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451 six-t:ext
GROUP E. § 4. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

To '^Il.om / he yeueth his lond / or his catel 
And syn I oghte / auyse me right wel 
To whom I yene my good / awey fro me 
Wel mnehcl moore / I oghte auysed be 
To whom I yene my bod^ / for alwey 
I warne yow wel / it is no ehildes pley 
To take a wyf with-onten arfysemen* 
Men moste enquere / this is myn assen* 
Wher she he wys / or sohre / or dronkelewe 
Or proud / or elles ootherweys a shrewe 
A ehidestere / or wastour of thy good 
Or riche / or poore / or elles mannyssh wood 
Al he it so / that no man fynden shal 
Noon in this world / that trotteth hool in al 
Ne man ne beest/ whieh as men koude deuyse 
Bnt nathelees / it oghte ynough suffise 
With any wyi/ Lf so were that she hadde 
Mo goode thewes / than hire viecs hadde 
And al this / axeth leyser / for tenquere 
ffor god it wo^if I haue wept ma:^;y a teere 
fful pryuely / syn I haue had a wyf 
Preyse who so wole / a wedded mannes lyf 
Certein I fynde in iP hut eost and eare 
And ohseruanees / ee’ aUe hlisses hare 
And yet god wooP my neighehores ahoute 
And name^ly / woiwmen many a route
Seyn pat I haue / the mooste stedefast wy;f^ 
And eek/ the mokeste ee'n j that hereth lj^p 
But I woot hesP where-wryngeth me my sho 
Ye mowe for me / right as yow liketh do 
Auysoth yow / ye heen a man age 
Il^ow that ye entren / in to mariage 
And namely / with a yong and a fair 
By hym pat made water / erthe / and air 
The yongeste man / pat is in al this route 
Is hisy ynough / to hryngen it ahoute 
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452
GROUP E. § 4. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

To han his allone / trustath mo 
Ye sliul nat plesen hire / fully yeres thre 
This is to seyn / to doon hire ful plesance 
A wyf axeth / ful ni<any an obseruaUee 
I prey yow / fat ye bo nat yuele apayi? 
il Wel quod this l^t^nuarie / and hastow ysayd! 
Straw for thy Senek / and for thy prouerbes 
I eounte na* a panyer ful o^ herbes 
Of seole te7’mes // wyser men than thow 
As thou hast herd / as,senteden right now 
To my purpos / Plaeebo / what sey yo f 
IT I seye / it is a eursed man quod he 
Tliat letteth matrlmelgne sikeir^y 
And with that word / they rysen sole^^idy 
And been assented / fully fat he sholdo .
Be wedded / whanno hym list and where ho woldo 
Heigh fantasye / and eurious bisynesse 

ifro day to day / gan in tho soulo impresso 
l^anuarie / aboute his mariage

Many fair shape / and many a fair visage 
Ther passeth thurgh his herte / nyght by nyg^f 
And who so tooke a Z^ni'our/ polisshod bryght' 
And sette if in a eowii^uno Market jilaeo 
Tiianno sholde he se / ful'many a figure paeo 
By his Mirour / and in the same wyso 
Gan l^a^nuarie / inwith his thoght deuyso 
Of maydens / whieho fat dwe^llen hym bisydo 
Ho wiste nat / wher fat he abydo
ffor if fat oon / haue beante / in hir faee 
Another stant so / in the peples graeo 
ffor hire sadnesse / and hire benyngnytee 
That of the peplo / grettest voys hath sho
And somme were riehe / and hadden badde name 
But nathelees / bitwixe emesf and game 
Ile atte laste / apo^ynted hym on oon 
And Ieet alle othere / from his herte goon 
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453 .
GROUP E. § 4. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And chees hire / of his owene auctoritee ' 
ffor loue is blyud al day / and may nat see • 
And whan that be was / in bis bed ybrog’^if 
He pwrtreyed / in bis berte and in bis thogl^tf 
Hir fresshe beautee / and bir age tendre 
Hir myddel smtil / bire armes longe and sklendre 
Hir wise goueirnance / bir gentillesse 
Hir womm^i^l^' berynge j and bire sadnesse 
And whan tbat be ■ / on hire was condescended 
Hym thougbte / bis cboys mygbte nat ben amended 
ffor vban fat be hym self / eonc^uded badde 
Hym thougbte / ecb oother mannes wit so baddo 
That inpossible / it were to repplye 
Agayn bis cboys / this wa^ bis fantasye 
Hise freendes sente he to / at bis instance
And preyed hem / to doon hym that plesance ' 
Tbat hastily / tbey wolden to hym corne 
He wolde abregge bir labour aUe and some 
Hedelih namoore / for hym to go ne ryde 
He was apo^nted / ther be wolde abyde 
IT Placebo cam / and eek liise freendes soone 
And ald^er^:r^* he bad hem aile a boone
That no^n of hem / none Ai^gumentes make 
Agayn tbe purpos / which fat he batb take 
Wh^ich purpos / was plesanP to god seyde ho 
And verray ground / o^ bis prospe2'itee 
H He seyde /' ther was a mayden in tbe toun 
Which fat of beautee / badde greet renoun 
Al were it so / sbe were / of smal degree 
Suffiselih hym / hir yowthe / and hir beautee 
Wh^ich mayde be seyde / be wolde ban to bis wyiP 
To lede in ese / and hoolynesse Ms lyf*
And tbanked god / fat he mygbte ban bire al 
That no wigbt /.bis Misse parten shal 
And preyde hem / to laboure in this nede
And sbapen / fat he fai^e nat to spede 1
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■ , E. § 4. meec^hant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

ffor thanne he seyde / his spirit was at ese 
Thanne is quod he / no thyn^g* ma;y me displese 
Saue'o thy^n< priketh in my conscience _ 
The which I wol reherce / in youre p?'csenco 
IT I haue quod he / herd seyd fui yoore ago 
Ther may no man / han partite bhsses two - 
This is to seye / in erthe and edf* in heuene 
ifor though he kepe hym / fro the synnes souone 
And eek/ from eue)?y branche thilke tree 
Yet is ther/ so parfit felicitee 
And so greet ese / and lust in mariage 
That euere I am agast/ now in myn age 
That I shal lede now / so myrie a lyf* 
So delSici^ff with-outen wo and stryfi 
That I shaJL haue / myn heuene in erthe licere 
ffor sith fat verray heuene / is boght so deere 
With tribul^aci^on) / and greet penance ' 
How sholde I thanne / fat lyue in swich plcsaiice 
As aUe wedded men / doon wi't/z hire wyuys 
Come to the Misse / ther crist eterne on lyue ys 
This is my drede / and yo my bretLieren tweye 
Assoilleth me / this quest:^or) I preye 
Iustinus / which fat hated his folye

Answerde anon / right in his iaperyo 
And for he wolde / his longe tale abregge 
Ho wolde / noon auctoritee aLloggo 
But seyde sire / so ther be noon obstacle 
Oother than this / god of his hygh myracle 
And of his hygh mercy / may so for yow wirclie 
That er ye haue youre right* of hoo^y cliircho 
Ye ma;y repente / of wedded mannes lyf* 
In which ye seyn / ther is no wo ne stry* 
And eUes god forbede / but he sente 
A wedded man / hym grace to ropente 
Wei ofte / rather than a sengle man 
And therfore sire / the beste reed I kan 
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GROUP E. §4. merchant's tale; Ellesmero Mi.

Dispeire yow noght? but haue in youre memorie 
PaT^aunter / she may be youre pry^gatorie 
She may be goddes meene / and goddes whippe 
Thanne shal youre soule / vp to heuene skippe 
Switt^ei/ than dooth an Arwe / out of the bowo 
I hope to god / her-after shul ye knowe 
That ther nys / no so greet felieitee 
In mariage / ne neuere mo shal bee 
That yow shal lette / of youre sauacion) 
So that ye vse / as skile is and reson. 
The lustes of your« attemp^rol^y
And fat ye plese hire nat to amo^roi^f^l^y 
And fat ye kepe yow eek/ from oother synne 
My tale is doon / for my wit is thynne 
Beth nat agasrt her-oJf / m.y brother deere 
But lat vs waden / out this mateere 
The wyf of Bathe / if ye han vnderstonde 
Of mariage / which ye haue on honde 
Declared hath ful wel / in litel space 
ffareth now wel / god haue yow in his grace
And with this word / this l^ustyn and his brother 
Han take hir lene / and 'ech of hem of ooi;her 
ffoji whan they saughe th£i* it moste be 
They wroghten so / by sly and wys tr^etee 
That she this mayden / which fat Mayus higl^te 
As hastily / as euere that she myghte 
Shal wedded be / vn-to this l^a^nuarie ■ 
I trowe it were to longe yo'w to tarie 
If I yow tolde / of euery scrit and bond 
By which / fat she was feffed in his lend 
Or for to herknen / of hir riche array 
But finally / yeomen is the day 
That to the chirche / bothe be they went* - 
ffor to receyue the hoo^y sac^e^i^i^if 
fforth comfih the preei^t? wit/i stole aboute his nekke 
And bad hire be lyk? to Sarra and Rebekke
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456 SIX-TEXT
GROUP E. §4. merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

In wysdom and in trouthe of manage
And seyde hir orisons / as is vsage
And croucheth hem / an'd bad god sholde hem blesse 
And made al siker ynogh / with hoolynesso 
IT Thus been they wedded / with solompnitoe 
And at the feeste / sitteth he and she • 
With others worthy folk vp on the deys 
Al ful of ioye and blisse is the paleya 
And ful Instrumentz / and of vitaille 
The moste deynteuous / o^ all Ytaille 
Biforn hem / stooden Instrumentz swich soun 
That Orpheus / ne of Thebes Am.pliiou?i 
He maden ncuere / swich a melodye .
IT At eu<^^ cours / thanne cam loud Mynstralcye 
That neuoj-e tromped l^oab / for to heere 

■^01? ho Theodomas / yet half so cleero 
At Thebes / whan the Citee was in doute 
Bacus / the wyn hem skynketh al aboute 
And Venus / laugheth vp-on eue:ry wigjiiO 
ifor l^anuaric / was bicorne liir knygl^lt 
And wolde botho / assayen his corago 
In libortee / and eek in mariage
And witZi hire fyrbi^ond! / in hire hand aboute 
Daunceth / bifom the bryde and al the route 
And ce:rte^nly / I dar right wel seyn this 
Ymeneus / that god of weddyng is 
Saugh neuere his lyf so myrie a wedded man 
Hoold thou thy pees / thou poete Mercian 
That writest vs / that ilke weddyngi murie 

hire Phil^ologie / and. hym Mercurio
And the songes / that the Muses songe 
To smal is bothe tby pemie / and eek thy tongo 
ifor to desoo'yaen / of this mariage ’
Whan tendre youthe / hath wedded stoupyng ago 
Ther is swich myrthe / fat it may nat be writen 
Assayeth it youre sel.f / thanne may ye witen 
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457 SIX^TEET
gnoap E. § 4. merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

If that I lye or noon / in this matiere
Mayus that sit / yiih so benyngne a chiere

Hire 'to biholde / it semed fairye
Queene Ester / looked neueire wit^ swich an oye 
On Assuer / so meke a look hath she
I may yow nat deuyse / liir beautee
But tlius muche Hre beautee telle I may 
Eh^t she was lyk/ l^he Eriglite morwe of Ma;y 
ffidftld / of ail© beautee and plesance 
ir ^l^l^i^s l^s^L^uarie / is rauysshed in a finance 
At euery tyme / he looked on hir face • 
But in his herte / he gan hire to manace
Ehat he that nyg^^if in Armes wolde hire streyne 
Harder / than euere Parys dide Eleyne

> But nathelees / yet hadde he greet pitee
Ehat thilke nyghtf oi^^:ttden hire moste ho 
And thoughte allas / o tendre creature
How wolde god / ye myghte wel enduro 
Al my corage / it is so sharpe . and keene 
I am ag^^tf ye shul it nat susteene 
But god forbede / fat I dide al my myght* 
How wolde god / fat it were woxen ny^gli* 
And that the nygSt* wolde lasten eueremo 
I wolde / that al this peple were ago
And finaUy / he dooth al his labour
As he best myghte / sauynge his honour 
Eo haste hem fro the mete / in subtil wyse

Ehe tyme cam / that reson was to ryse
And after thak men daunce and drynken faste
And spices / a^ aboute the hous they caste
And ful ioye and blisse is eueiry man
AU but a Squyer / highte Damyan
W^^ch biforn the knyg^ft fui ma^y a day
He was so rauysshed / on his lady May
Ehat for the verray peyne / he was ny wood 
Al^moost he swelte / and swowned ther he stood
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458 si;s-'^J3:^'r
gkoup E. §4^. meechant's tale. Ellesmere MS, 

So soore / hath Venus hurt hym w/ hire hronC? 
As fat she bar il daunsynge in hire hond' 
And to bis bed / be wente bym hastily 
Namoore of bym / at this tyme spi^lie [I] 
But tbere I lote bym wepe ynogb and pleyne 
Til fressbe May / wol rewen on bis peyne 
0 perilous fyr / tbat in tbe bedstraw bredetb

0 famulier foo / tbat bis seruyee bedetb 
0 semant traytour / false hoomly ben’O 
hyk to tbe naddre / in bosom sly vntrowe 
God sbilde vs alle / from youre aqueyntaflce 
O l^anuarie / dronken in plesanoe 
In mariage / se bow thy Damyan 
Tbyn owene squier / and tby born man 
Entendetb / for to do tbee vileynye . 
God graunte tbee / tbyn boomly fo tesjiyo 
ffor in tbis '^c^ol.d / nys worse pestilence 
Tban boomly foo / al day in tby presence 
11 I’'«z?'ourncd batb tbe sonne / bis Ark diurno 
No lenger / may tbe body of bym soiurno 
On tborisonte / as in tbat latitude 
Nigbt w/ bis Mantel pat is derld and rudo 
Gan ouersprede tbe Hemyspez-ie aboute 
ffor v^l^i^ch / departed is / tbis lusty route 
ifro l^anuarie / witb tbank on euery syde 
Hoom to bir bous / lustUy tbey ryde 
Wl^ere as tbey doon b^r tbynges / as bom le-sto 
And wban tbey sye bir tyne / goon to reste 
Soone after tbak tbis l^j^nuarie
Wolde go to bedde / be wolde no lenger taryo 
He drynketb Ypocras / Clatree and Vemago 
Of spices boote / tencreessen bis eorage 
And many a letuario / batb be ful fyn 
Siviche as tbe Monk* daun Co:ni^l;a^tyn 
Hatb writen / in bis book de coitu 
To eten bem alle / be nas no tbyng escbu 
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459 si;s^-TEx^T
GROUP E, § 4. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And to liise pnuee freendes / tlius seyde he 
ffor goddes loue / as sooue as it miy he 
Lat r^ojden al ibs bous / in curteys wyse 
And they han doon / right as he wol deuyse 
Men drynken / and the trauers draive anon 
The hryde / Was broght a bedde / as stille as stoon 
And whan the bed / was with the preest yblessed 
Qjit of the chambre / hatli euery wight hym dressed 
And l^anuarie / hath faste in Armes take 
IJ^is fresslie May / his Paradys his make 
He luUoth hire / he kisseth hire fui ofte 
W’ith thilke brustles / of-his berd vnsofte

. Lyk to the skyn of houndfyssE / sharpc as brero 
Ifor he was shaue al newe / in his manero 
He rubbeth hire / aboute hir tendre face 
And seyde thus / alias I moot trespace 
To yow my spouse / and yow greel^t^y olfende 
Er tyme come / fat I wd doun descende 
But nathelees / considere'th tliis quod he 
Ther nys no workman / what so euere he he 
That may bothe / werke wel and hastily 
This wol be doon at leyser parfitly 
It is no fors / how longe pat we pleyo 
In trewe wediok / wedded be we tweye 
And blessed be the yok/ fat we been Inne 
ffor in [oure] Actes / we mowe do no synne 
A man / may do, no synne mith his wyff 
Ne hurte hym seluen / with his owene kn^^H 
ffor we han leue / to pleye vs by the lawe 
Thus labeUI•eth he / til pat ■ the day gan dawe 
And thanne he taketh a sopa / in fyne clai'rce 
And vpright in his bed / thauue sitteth he 
And after thaO he sang fui loude and clecrc 
And kiste his w^^ / and mado wantowne choore 
He was al coltissh / fui o^ rageryo 
Aud fui l^ar^gon / as a flekked pyo 
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460 SUiX-EXT

GBOUP E. § 4. merchant's tale, Ellesmere MS.
Tlie slakke skyn / alioute liis nekke sliaketB 
Wkil ])ab he sang / so Oiai^^toth he and craketh 
But god what fat May thoughte in hir herte
Whan she hym saugh / vp sittynge in his sherto 
In his nyght cappe / and with his nekke lene 
Silo preyseth nat his pley^yng* worth a hone 
Thanne seide he thus / iny reste wol I take 
ITow day is come / I inay no lengor wake 
And doun he leyde his hoed / and slecpe tU pryme 
And afterward / whan fat he saugh his tyme 
Vp rysetli l^^nuario / hut fresshe May 
Heeld hire chamhre I vn-to the fourthe day 
As vsago is / of wyues / for tho hcste 
ITr euery lahour/ som tyme moot han reste 
Or oUcs ! longe may ho nat endure 
This is to soyn / no ly'ucs creature 
Be it of fyssh / or hryd / or heei^tf or man 
How wol I speko / of woful Damyan 
That langwissEe;th for loue / as yo shul licere 
Therflire / I speko to hym in this maneio 
11 soye / 0 sely Damyan alias 
Andswere to my demaunde / as in tliis cas 
How shallow / to thy lady fressho May 
Tello thy wo / sho wolo alwey soye nay 
Eok if thou spelee / she wol thy wo hiwrcyo 
God he thyn holpe / I kan no h^^tre seye • 
11 This sike Damyan / in Venus fyr 
So hronneth / that he dyoth for desj-r 
ffor which / he putte his lyf in auenture 
Ho lengor myghte ho / in this wise enduro 
But priudly / a penner gan ho horwe 
And in a lettre / ivroot ho al his sorwe 
In manere of a co]^]^ll^;^i^tf or a lay 
Vn-to his faire / fresslie lady May 
And in a purs sylk/ heng on his sherte 
He hath it puh and lej’de it at his herte
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461 StS^Xi^EXT
GKOD'p E. § 4. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

T
he moone / that at H.ooii was tljilltc day 
That I^a^nuarie /. hath wedded fi^.-isSio May

In two TanT / was In to Cancre glyden ,
So longe hath Mayus / in hir chambre byden 
As custnme is / vn-to thise nobles alle 
A bryde / shai nat eten in the^halle ,

- Til dayes foryre / or .iij. dayes atte leeste 
Ypassed been j thain^^Iat hire go to feeste 
'The fourthe day compIeeT fro Jioon to Noon 
Whan fat^/ tfie heighe masse was ydoon 
In halle / sit this I^anuarie and May 
As fi^essh / as is the brigfite scrnei’es day . 
And so bifel / how that thk soode man 
Eemembred hym / vpon this Damyaiv 

-And seyde* / Seynte Marie / how may this be 
That ilamyan / entendeth nat to me 
Is he ay syk* / or how may this biityd^ •
Hise sqmeres / whiiche tliat stoodeu timr bisyde 
Excused hym / by cause d^ h^ siknesse 
Which letted hym / to doon bis bisyiaesse'. ► *1

* ’Noon oother cause ' myghte make hym tarye 
H That me forthynketh / quod this I^j^n^harie

* He is a ge:^t.ii squier / by mjr trouthe 
If that he deyde ) it wp Narsa aqd routhe 
HeTs as wys/ discreet/ and as, secree '
As any'man y I woct' olf Ms degiejU ' .
And ther-to ir^i^ii^Iy / aM. eek seruysabIe 
And for to been a thrifty man' right abIe 
But after mete / as soone, as enere I jfiay - 
I wol my a^lf vlsite hym and eek May * 
To doon hym / aI the coni’oi?t that I kan 
And for that word / hym bIessed euei'y man 
That of bis bountee / aftd bis gentiII^esse 
He'woIde so co^^irten in siknesse 
His squier / for it was a gen'til ’dede * k 
Dame quod this I^a^nuarie / taak g0o<i hede
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462 813^-’^!^:!^'^
group E. § 4. merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

At after iToon / ye youro allo
Whan ye han been Ip" chambre / out of thia hallo 
That alle ye / go se this Damyan _
Dooth hym disport/ he is a ge;^rLil man 
And toUelih hym / that I wol hym visite 
l'l^ue I no thyngi but rested pie a lite 
And spede yow faste / for I wole abyde . 
Til that ye siepe / fa^te by my sydo' ■
And yiit that word J he gan to hym to callo 
A Squier ' that was hlarchal liis halle ' 
And tolde hym ceiteyn thynges J what he wolde 
ir This frcss^e May / hath streiglSt hir wey yholdo 
With allo hir wommon / vn-to Damyarv 
Dorn by his beddes syde / sit she than 
Confoi’tynge hym / as gooi^ly as sho may ’
Tliis Damyan / whan that his tyme he say 
In secree wise / his purs and eek his bUlo . 
In which pit he / ywriten hadde his wilio 
Hath put in to hire hand / with-outen hiooro 
Sane pt he s^lretti^ tronder depe and sooro' 
And soPiely to hire /right thns seydo he 

. Me^cy I and that ye nat disconere me _
ITi? I aiA dccd / if that this thyng/ bc Icj^d 
This purs hath she / inwith kir boseqn hyd r 
And wente hire wey / ye gote naihoore of me 
Dut l^a^iuiarie / r^coijeiq^is she •
That dn his beddes syde sif- fui sofEb 
He taketh hirey and kisseth hire fui ofte 

'And loyde hym-doun to siepe / and that anon 
She foyned hire / as that she moste gon ■»
Ther as ye woof pit eue^y wight moot ncedo 

• And Vhan she this bilie / hath takc;l hcedo
She rente it/ al,to cloutcs atto lasto * ’.
And in ihc pryuee f softely it caste 
Who studieth hw / bui faire fresshe May 

. Adoun / by olde Tannarie she lay
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463 SI1^-T^I^X^T!
. GROUP E. § 4. merchani’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

That sleeps /’til pat the coughe / hath hym a-yalk^d 
Anon he preyde l^e J strepen hire al naked .
He ' wolde o:f hire he sey'de / han som plesailce * 
And seyde / hir clothes / didO hym encomhrauco 
And she ohe^eth J he hire lief or loo.thi '
Brit lest ye precious folk / he with me wrooth

\ , How that he wroghte / 1 dar nat to.y^cow teUe '
' Or wheithei / pat hire thoughte itHaradys or liclle 

But heere 1 lete hem / werken in h^r wyse ' 
TU. auensong, roaj* and fat they moste arysc 
Were it hy destynee / or hy auoiture

* ‘Were it hy Influence / or by nature^ ’
( Or«constellaci^ori> / that in swich ostaak 

Tl^^ heuene / «tood that tyme fortunaak * 
W^ for-to putte a hiOe / Venfls werkes 
Ifor alle thyng hath tyme / al seyn thise clorkos 
To ally Wojoman / for to gete hOe louo

. ^Is^n nat see^^e‘lha.t gsete’god ahoCie '
That knoweth j that nC^^on^-Adf is^^aUselees

■ He dome of al / forri wole holde my pees ' - 
But sooth is th^s'] how that this fressflo May ' 
Hath«;ake /s^di imjosisioh) that-day 
■ffio? pitee-j’qf this sike Damyan

* That) from hire herte / she ne dryuo J£^n
I, The re^er^H^a^^ee //for-to doon hym ese • 

,Gertoan thoghtoiShe / whom p.(jt thi! tjrj'ng disjileso
* I rekke nogtit / for hecre 1 hym assure

t
To loue hym h^^tf any creat,ure

, Though he aamoore hadde than sherto 
t Lo pitee / irenneth soone in gentO horte.

, Il^t^re ye se / how exce^llent franchii^o^
* In wowmen is / whan they hem narwe auysc ' 

■loiia tarant is jalt'thor he man^y oon
' Th^t hyth an lerto / as hard / as any stoon '

Which wolde / han lat hym storuen in the place
’ Wel ralher / tlmn'han graunted hym hire‘g^•aco 
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464 SIX-TEXT
group E. § 4. merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

. a
And hem reioysen / in- hireei^uecl pryde , '
And rekke natf to heen an homyeide ' '
IT geu^il May / fulfilled pf pitee ' , ■
jEight hire Land / a lettre made sne ’.lOOf)'
In which she graunteth hym hire verray grawt 2 , ■ ’
Ther lakketh .might/ oo^ly / hut day and place 
Wt^f^j.'jjat 4ie - myghte fv^n^-to his.lust suffise 
ffor it shal he / right a^ he wole deuy^ise 

. And whan she hir tyme V]) bn a day
To visite this Damyan /.goofth Majy, •
Aiid sJi^Uy this lettre / doun she threste • 
VndeTjhis pil^^y/^yededt if hym leste ' 2004
Slfe taketh hym hy the hanC, / and harde hym twiste 

' ', So seeireiiy / that no w%h^ of it wiste *
*And had hym heen al hool / and forth he wente 

' To l^^n^uarie / whan fat he^foi; hym/sei^f;e -

V
p»iiseith Damyan /,thfe nexte morwe
Al passed- was / 'his silgiesse and Kis'soi-we 

He kembeth hym / he preyneth hym and pyketh 
He doofih / M—hat-his lady lust and lyketh 
And eek to” l^^n^uarie / he goofth as lowe -
As euere dide / a dogge for the howe 
He is so plesant/ vn-to - enery man *"
ffor eraft iS al / who sb that do*it kan 
That euery>ww'gfit/ is fayn to speke hym goc^ci* 
And flilly I in his lady grade he «tood ' 
d^l^us letef I Djn^nran /■ aboute his nede '
Ancjin my iTl<t I forth I wol proeede 
J Somme eloTkes / holdeh that feli^ed^i^e^ef *

“j Stant inxle^lit/ and't^h^e^i'^c^ie"eerteyn he® *
This noblri Januarie [ with al his mygh* *
In r^oneste‘'^vyse /asi longeth fo^ knyg^^ff * **
ShQ^I^e'riym to'lyue / ful ^elieiously"' 
His housyngo / his array / as honesf^ly 

- To hisjiegree / was maked as a kynges' 
Amonges othere / hisj honeste fhynges
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465
GltOUP E. §4. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

He made a gardyn / walled al with stoon
■ So fair a gardyn / woot 1 nowher noon 
ffor out doute / I verraily suppose 
That he / pat wroot the romance of the Eose 
He koude it/ the heautee wel deuyse '
He Priapus / ne myghte nat sufTise
Though he he god ga^dyns / for to teile
The heautee the gai^dyn / and the welle
That stood vnder -a laurer f alw^^ grene 
1ful ofte tyme / he Pluto and his queene 
Pi^oserpina / and al hire fairye
Disporten hem / and maken melodye
Ahoute that welle / and dauneed as men tolde 
H This nohle kny^^lt this l^t^r^uarie the olde 
Swieh deyntee hath / in it to walke and pleye 
That he wol no wight suffren here the keye 
Saue he hym seif/ for o^ thui^mal^q wyket •
He. haar^^ll^vey / of siluer a Clykett
With whieh / whan pat hym leste he it vnsh.ette 
And whan he wolde / paye his wyf hir dette » 
1n Somer seson) / thider wolde he go
And May his wyf/ and no wight hut they two 
And thynges / whiche pit were nat doon a hedde 
He in the gan^d^n / parfoumed hem and sjjedde 
And in this wyse / ma:nv a murye day 
Lyued th^s l^E^n^uarie / and fr^esshe May

> But jv^^^dly l^oye / may nat alwey dure
To l^a^nuarie / ne to no creature
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O
sode;yn hape '/ o thou fortune Instable H Auetor 
Lyk to the Seorpion / sh deeeytiahle

That flaterest wi'i^/t thyn heed / whan thou w^^t synge 
Thy tayl is deeth / thurgh thyn enuenymynge 
0 hro^il l^oye / o sweete venym queynte 
O Monstre / that so suh^^i^^lv kanst peynte 
Thy yiftes / vnder hewe o^ stidefastnesse.
That thou deee;vuel^1t hothe mooire and lesse , 
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466 si:x-te:3^t
GROUP E. §4. merchant's tale. Ellesmeire MS.

Why hastow l^a^nuarie thus deceyued , ■
That haddest hym / for thy ful freend reoeyued 
And now thou has* hirafO hym bothe Idse eyen 
ffor sorwe which / desi:^'eth he to dyen ' __
*T Allas / this noble l^a^nuarie free 
Amydde his lus* and his prosperiteQ .
Is woxen blynd / and that al sod^;^:^^y 
He wepeth and he wayleth pitously 
And ther with al / the fyr of 1'a.lousie 
Lest pat his wyf/ sholde falle in swich folye 
So brente his herte / that he wolde fayn ' 
That som man / bothe hym and hire had' slayn 
ffo^ neither after his deeth / nor in his lyf 
Ne wolde he / pat she were loue ne wylf 
But euere lyue "as wydwe in clothes blake 
Soul as the turtle / pat lost hath hire make 
But atte laste / after a Monthe or tweye . 
His sorwe gan aswage /^^sc^c^th to seye 
ffor whan he wiste / it may noon oother be 
He pacifn/ tooli* his Aduersitee 
Saue out of doute / he may nat forgoon 
That he nas l^a^l^ous / eueremoore in oon 
Which l^a^f^ousye / it was so outrageous 
That neither in halle / nyn noon oother hous 
Nyn noon oother pla<e / ne^^^?^thth^<t. 
He nolde suifre hire / for to ryde or go 
But if pat he / had hond on hire alway 
ffor which fui ofte / wepeth fresslie May 
That loueth Damyan / so benyngnely 
That she mttt^ outher dyen std^;ynly 
Or elles / she moot han hym as hir leste 
She wayteth / whan hir herte wolde breste 
IT Vp on that oother syde Damyan 
Bicomen is / the sorwefulleste man 
That euere was / for neither nyght ne day 
Ne myghie he speke a word to fresshe May
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467 SII^-TEJCT '
GROUP E. §4. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

As to his purpos / of no swioh mateere 
But if that l^^nuarie / moste it heere 
Ihiat hadde an hand / vp on hire eneremo 
But nathelees / by writyng to and fro 
And pnuee signes / wiste he what she mente 
And she knew eek / the fyn of his entente 
Ol^anuarie / -^liat mj^ghite it thee auaille

Thogh thon myghtest se / if fer as shippes saUle
Ifor as good is / hlynd deceyued he 2109
As to he deceyued / whan a man may se
IT Lo Ar^gus / which fiat hadde / an hondred eyen 
ffor al fiat euere / he koude poure or pryen 
Yet was he hlent/ and god woot so heen mo 
That wenen wisly / that it he nat so . 
Passe oner is an ese / I sey namoore 
H This fresshe May / fjczt I spaki so yoore 
In warm wex / hath empi-ented the clykek 
That l^f^^uarie har / of the smale wykef 
By which / in to his gai?dyn ofte he wente 
And Damyan / that knew al hire entente 
The chlrnk eou:ntrefete(^•pryllely 
Ther nys namoore to seye / hut hastily 
Som wonder / hy this clyket shal hityde 
Which ye shul heeren / if ye Wole ahyde
H O nohle Ouyde / ful sooiih seystou god ww^tf H Auctor 
"Wliat sleighte is it/ thogh it he long and ho^tf 
That he nyl fynde it out / in som manere 
By Piramus / and Teshee / may men leere 
Thogh they were k^^tf fui l^onge streite ouei'al 
They heen accorded / rownynge thurgh a wal 
Ther no wight / koude han founde out swich a sleighte 
H But now ‘to purpos / er fat d^^es eighte 
Were passed / er the Monthe of luyl hifille 

" That I^anuarie / hath caugiht so greet a wille
Thurgh cggyng of his hym for to pleye
In his ga'rdyn / and no wight ■ hut they tweye 
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468 SIX-TEXT
GROUP E §4. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

That in a morwe / xn-to this_ May seith he 
Eys vp my wyf/ my loue / my lady free 
The turtle voys is herd / my dowue sweete 
The wynter is goon / with his ' reynes weete 
Com forth now / with thyne eyen col.umhyn 
How fairer been thy brestes / than is wyn 
The gardyn / is enclosed al aboute 
Com forth my white spouse / out of doute 
Thou hast me wounded / in myn herte / o wyf" 
ISt spot thee / ne knew I al my lyf 
Come forth / and lat vs taken som dispoi^^ 
I chees thee / for my wylf and my confoik 
H Swiche olde lowed wordes vsed he 
On Damyan / a signe made she
That he sholde go biforn j with his ^^ikeff 
This Damyan thanne / hath opened the wykek 
And In he stirte / and that in swich manere 
That no wight myghte it se / neither yheere 
And stille he sit/ vnder a bussh anon 
*I This l^anuarie / as blynd as is a stoon 
With Mayus in his hand / and no wight mo 
In to his fresshe gardyn is ago 
And clapte to / the wyket so’d^e^-nly 
H How wyf quod he / heere nys but thou and I 
That art the creature / that I best loue 
ifor by that lord / fat sit in heuene aboue 
Leuere ich hadde / to dyen on a
Than thee offende / trewe deere wy^ 
ffor goddes sake / then]* how I thee chees 
Hoghk for no coueitise doutelees
But oo:^]ly / for the loue / I had to thee |
And though pat I be oold / and may nat see 
Beth to me trewe / and I shal telle yow why » 
Thre thynges / certes / shal ye Wynne ther by • 
ifirst loue of Crist/ and to youre self honour 
And al myn heritage / toun and tour
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469 SIJCXTEXT
GBOUP E. §4. merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS,

I yeue it yow / maketh C^i^i-tres as yow leste 
Tliis shal he doon tomorwe er sonne reste '
So wis]ly / god my soule brynge in- blisse
I prey yow first/ in couo:nat ye me kisse . .
And though fat I be l^^ous wyte me noghf* 
Ye been so depe / enprented in my tliogj^lf 
That whan I considers youre beautee 
And ther with al / the vnlikly eide of me 
I may nat cee-tes / though I sholde dye 
iTrljei'e / to been ont youre compaignye 
ifor vcrray loue / this is with outen doute 
iTo-w kys me wyf/ and lat vs rome aboute 
If This fresslie May / whan she thise wordes herde 
Benyngnely / to l^^^nuarie answerde 
But firsk and forwai^d! / she bigan to wcpe 
I haue quod she / a soule for to kepe 
As wel as yn / and also myn honour 
And my wyfhod / thilke tendre flour 
Which Jicxt I haue / assured in youre hond! 
Whan J><xt the preesk to yow my body boni? 
W^e.IfoIe /1 wole answere / in this manere 
By the leue of yow / my lord so,deere 
I prey tO god / J^iat neuere dawe the day 
That I ne sterue / as foule as womman maiy 
If euere I do / vn to my kyn that shame 
Or elles / I em;pi^;^"re so my name
That I be fals / and if I do that lakke 
Do strepe me / and put me in a sakke 
And in the nexte ryuer / do me drenche
I am a gentil womnian and no wenche
Why speke ye thus / but men been euere vnti^ewe 
And wommen / haue repreue of yow ay newe 
Ye han noon oot,her coj^itenance I leene
But speke to vs / vni^r^i^isk and repreeue i
II And with that word / she saugh wher Damyan 
Sat in the bus^h / and coughen she bigan
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470
Gioup E. § 4. merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Ai|d witli hir fynger / signes made slie 
That Damyau / sholde clymbe vp oii a tree 
That charged.was wiih fruyl^ and vp he ventc 
ffor verraily / he knew al hire entente 
And euc'ry signe / fat she koude make 
Wel bet than l^anuarie / hir ovene make 
ffor in a lettre / she hadde toold hym al 
Of this matere / how he werchen shai 
And thus I lete hym sitte / vp on the pyrie 
And l^a^n^uarie and May romynge myrie 
Bright was the day / and blew the firma^n^r^tf 

Phebus hath gold / hise stremes doun ysen.t 
To gladen euery flour with his warmnesse 
He was that tyme / in Geminis as I gesse 
But litei / fro his declynacion) i

Cancer / l^ouis exali^i^cion) 
And so bifel / that brighte morwe tyde 
That in that ga:rdyn / in the ferther syde 
Pluto / thak is kyng of ffairye 
And many a lady / in his compaignye 
ffolwynge his wyf / the queene Proserjiyne 
Ech after ooi-her / riglit ass a lyne 
"Vhil Jiat she gadered / ffoures in the mede 
In Claudyan / ye may the stories rede 
And in his grise^y Carte / he hire sette 
This kyng of ffairye / thanne adoun hym sette 
Vp on a bench of turues / fres^h and grene 
And right anon / thus seyde he to his queene 
ir My wyf quod he / ther may no wight seye nay 
Thexperience / so preueth euei-y day 
The tresons / whiche ^stt wommen doon to man 
Ten hondred thousand / teilen I kan 
Hotable / of youre vntrouthe and brotilnesse 
0 Salomon / wys / and richest richesse 
ffulfild of sapience / and of worldly glorie 
fful worthy been thy wordes to memorie .
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471
GROUP E. §4. • merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

To eue?;y wigRf fat wit and reson kan
Thus preiseth he yef the bountoe of man .
11 Amonges a thousand men / yet foond I oon .
But wommen alle / foond I noon 2248
H Thus seith the kyngi fat knoweth youre wikkednesse 
And Ilieisis iilius Syr^^^k as I gesse 
Ne speketh yow / hut seelde reuerence 
A wylde fyr / and corrupt pestilence 
So falle vp on youre hodyes yet to nyght 
Ne se ye naif this honurahle knyghf^' 
By cause alias / that he is hlynd and old!
His owene man / shal make hym Cokewolct 
Lo heere he si(* the iechour in the tree 
Now wol I graunten / of my magestee 
Vn-to this olde blynde worthy knyght 
That he shal haue ayeyn hise eyen syglHf 
"Vlian fat his wyf/ wold doon hym vileynye 
Thanne shal he knowen / al hire harlotrye 
Bothe in repreue of hire / and othere mo 
H Ye shal quod Proserpyne / wol ye so ? 
Now by my moodres sires soule I swere 
That I shal yeuen hire suffisaa^it answere 
And alle wommen after / for hir sake 
That though they he / in any gilt y take 
With face hoold / they shulle hem self excuse 
And here hem doun / that wolden hem accuse 
ffor lakke of answere / noon hem shal dyen 
Al hadde man s^^n a thy^nc* willt, hothe hise eyen 
Yit shul we wojremen / visage it hardily 
And wejpe / and swere / and visage it suhi^i^^lly 
So fat ye men ] shul heen j as lewed as gees 
What rekketh me / of youre A^uctoritees 
H I woot wel / that this lew / this • Salomon 
ffbond vs wommen / fooles ma^;y oon -
But though fat he ne foond / no good womman 
Yet hath ther founde / many another man
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472 '
GROUP E. §4. merchant’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

"^oirnnen M trewe / ful goode / and vertuous 
"VVnessse on liem / Joit dwelle in Cristes hous 
With martirdom /they preued hire eonstanee 
The Eomayn geestes / eele maken rememhranee 
Of many a verray / trewe wyf also 
But sire ne be nat wrootli / al be it so 
Though fat be seyde / he foond no good wo?nman 
I prey yow / take the sentenee of the man 
He mente thns / that in souereyn bontee 
Nis noon / but god pat sit in Trinitee 
IT Ey for verray god / that nys but oon 
What make ye / so muehe Salomon 
What tbougb he made a temple goddes bous 
Wbatf tbougb he were / riehe and glorious 
So made be eek / a temple of false goddis 
How myghte he do a thj^ng» pai moore forbode is 
Pardee / as faire / as ye bis name emplastre 
He was a leeehour / and an ydolastre 
And in bis elde / he verray god foT■soel* 
And if god ne badde / as seith the hook* 
Yspared for bis fadres sake / be sholde 
Haue lost bis regne / rather than be wolde 
I sette rigbt nogl^tf o^ al the vileynye 
That ye of wowmen write / a Boterflye 
I am a womman / nedes moot I speke 
Or elles swelle / til myn berte breke 
ffor sitben he seyde / that we been ia^Tigltiieif^s ■ 
As eu«j;e bool / I moote brouke my tresses 
I shal nat spare / for no eurteisye
To speke hym barm / pat wolde vs vileynye 
Dame quod tbis Pluto / be no lenger wrootb

I yeue it vp / but sitb 1 swoor myn ooth 
That I wolde / graunten bym bis sighte ageyn 
My word shal stonde / I warne yow ee^teyn 
I am a kyng* it sit me noght to lye 
11 And I quod she / a Queene of ffairye
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473 six^-tt^x^t
Gioup E. § 4. merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Hir answere shal she haue I vndertake 
Lat'vs namoore wordes heer-o:f make 
Ubr sothe / I wol no lenger/ yow eon^rarie 
f Now lat V8 / turne agayn to l^a^^uarie 
That in the gardyn / with his faire May 
Syngetli ful murier / than the Papeiay 
Yow loue I besk and shal and oother noon 
So longe / aboute the Aleyes is he goon 
Til he was eome / agayns thilke pyrie 
Where as this Damyan / sitteth fui myrie 
Anheigh / among' the fresshe leues grene 
IT This fresshe May / that is so bright and sheene 
Gan for to syhe / and seyde / alias my syde 
Now sire quod she / for aught j^ati may bityde 
I moste han / the peres that I see 
Or I moot dye / so soore longeth me 
To eten / the smale peres greiieV
Help for hir loue / fat is heuene que^:^o,
I teile yow wel / a womman in my ph* 
May han to frruyt^' so greet an Appetiif
That she may dyen / but she of it haue • 
IT Alias quod he / fat I ne had heer a knaue 
That koude elymbe / alias alias quod he 
That I am blynd / ye sire no fors quod she

But wolde ye vouche sai^f' for goddes sake 
The pyrie / inwith youre armes for to take 
ffor wel I woot/ that ye mystruste me 
Thanne sholde I elymbe / wel ynogh quod she 
So I my fo^tf myghte sette vpon youre hak/
II Certes quod he / ther-on shal be " no lai" 
Mighte I yow helpen / viih myn herte blood 
He stoupeth doun / and on his hak she stood 
And eaughte hire by a twiste / and vp she gooth 
Ladyes / I prey yow / fat ye be nat wrooth
I kan nat glose / I am a rude man 
And sode^uly / anon, this Damyan
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474 SIX-TEXT
GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Gan pullen vp the smok / and In he thj^ong*
IT And whan fat Pluto / saugh this grete wiong* '
To l^^nuarie / he ga^ agayn his sighte
And made hym se / as wel as euere he myghte 2356 
And whan fat he / hadde caugh* his sighte agayn 
Ne was ther neuere / man of thyng* so fayn 
But on his wy^/ his thoght was eueremo 
Vp to the tree / he ca$te hise eyen two 
And saugh fat Damyan / his wyf had dressed 
In swich manere / it may nat been expressed 
But if I wolde / speke vncurteis^ly 
And vp he yaf / a roryng* and a Cry 
As dooth the mooder / whan the child shal dye 
Out helpe / alias / harrow he gan to crye 
0 stronge lady stoore / what dostow?
IT And she answerde / sire what eyleth yow ? 
Haue pacience / and reson in youre jnynde 
I haue yow holpe / on hothe youre eyen blynde 
Vp pe'il my soule / I shal nat lyen
As me was taught / to heele with youre eyen 
"VVa no thyng bet* to make yow to see 
Than strugle wi’t/t a man / vp on a tree 
God wool* I dide it / in ful good entente 
IT Strugle quod he f ye algate In it wente 
God yeue yow hothe / on shames deth to dyen 
He swyued thee / I saugh it. with myne eyen 
And elles / he I hanged by the hals 
IT Thanne is quod she / my medicyne fais 
ffor cei'teinly / if that ye myghte se 
Ye wolde nat se;yn / thise wordes vn to me 
Ye han som glymsyu<* and no parfit sighte 
HI se quod he / as wel as euere I myghte 
Thonked be god / w/ hothe 'myne eyen two 
And by my trouthe / me thoughte he dide thee so 
If Ye maze / maze / goode sire quod she 
This thank haue I / for I haue maad yow see
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475 six-TE3^'r
OROl^lP E. §4. merchant’s T^i^EB.-E^l^esi^i^ire MS.

Al^as quod she / that euere I was so kynde 
f li’ow dame quod ke / l^at al passe out oli mynde 
Com doun my lief and if I haue myssa^jrct 
God helpe me so / as I am yuel^f^j^s^j^d^- ' _
But hj-my fader soule / I pTende han seyn. , 
How that this D’amyan / hadde hy thee leyn.

« And Jtat thy ^^^olt hadde‘leyn vp on h.is’bir^isif 
11 Ye p^i^q^c^^qd she / ye may wene yow lesif 
But sire / a mau / J)at waketh ouVo^ Ms sleepe 
He may nat sod^,^nl,y / wel taken keepe • 
Vp on a dhj'ng' ne seeh. it parfitly * „

' I’il fat he he q adawed verrai]^' '
11 Riqht-Bo a man / Jmt longe i^iit^h hlynd ybe 
Ke may nat soh^j^ialy / so wel yse •, .

qfSsrsk whan hi» sighte / is newe come ageyn 
As li^ 9’21' hath / a day or two yseyu 
Til thotq^^ure sighte /q^^i^jiled he a while 
Ther may / iul many a sighte yow higile 
Beth war I prey yow^*/ for hy heuene ky^nj* 
iful many a man I weneth to seen a thy^i^g* 
And it is / al an^^her / than it semeth 
He J)(at mysconc^^ueth / he mysdemeth 
And with that word / she leepe doun fro -lihe tree 
H This l^a^n^uarie / who is glad hut he 
He kisseth hire / and clippeth hire fui ofte 
And on hire womhe / he stroketh hir« fui so:fte 
And to his palays / hoom he hath hire lad 
Kow goode men / I pray yow he glad 
Thus endeth heere / my tale l^a^i^uarie
God hlesse vs / and his mooder Seinte Marie

q Heere is ended / the Marchantes tale of l^a^nuarie -5)

2392

,2.3

2400

2404

[leaf 119]
2408

2412

2416

2418

ELLESMERE 309 (6-T. 475)

    
 



476 SIX-TEXT - ■
GBODP E. § 5. merchant's enh-eink. Ellesmere MS.

»
* * . '

* * » 
The Prologe hf the Squieres tale

* »

E
y,^goddes mescy / seyde pdre Hoost tho* 
‘ Now swich a wyf/ I pray god kepe meTro 
Lo whiche sleightes / a^id subtiltdts

■ ih. ■rorTmeu'Wee^H / as bisy as be& '
Been they 7 vs sely men for to* deceyue 
And from a sooth / euere wdL they weyue * 
By this Marchauotes tale / it preueth weel 
But doutelees / as trevfe as any steel *
I haue a 'Xj^f/ though fat she poure be 
But of hir tonge / a labby:^ig'' shrewe is sha 
And yet slie hath / an heepe of Vicei? mo ,
Ther-oi? no fors / lat alle swiche thynges go 
But wyte ye whaif in conseil be it seyd! 
Me reweth soore / I am vn-to hiro teyd! 
ffor and I sholde / rekenen euei'y vice 
W^i^ch fat she hath / ywis I were to nyce 
And cause why / it sholde reported be 
And toold to hire / of somme of this meynee 

whom / it nedeth nak for to declare
Syn wom.men / konnen outen swich chaffare 
And eek my wiff suf^sef;h nat ther to 
To teilen al / wherfore my tale is do
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477 SIX-TEXT
SIKB-NOTES TO THE MERCHANT’S TARE. Ellesmeie MS.

SIDE-NOTES TO THE MERCHANT’S TALE.

[J.» thie'e is no ronm in tins print f^or the Latin notes in thi 
nuargiin of the MS, they are put here, mth the numbers the Hues 
{a^p^ayes of-the Six-L^!^t) to lehtch they refer.'\

p. 445,1.1311. Vxor est dijigenda qai^ doni^wi dei est || Ihcswx
fflius sii^:^cj- doin«* & diuicie dantor a pareiitH)tt« / a domino an(^e??t __ 
preprie vxor bona vel prudens. [MS, leaf 107, back.]

p. 445,1. 1327. ffaciamjM ei adiutoriu»i & extracta costa de
corpore Ade feeit Eua»tt it dixit / propt^;r bee/ relinquet homo pa* 
trem & matrem & adherebit i^tte^a et erunt duo in carne vna. 
[MS, leaf 107, back.]

p. 446, 1. 1362. lacob || per consiliu«t mafris sue Eebecce &ce- 
tem. [MS, leif 108.]

p. 446, 1. 1366. ludith / de manil^ws Ol<^^eimi & cetera. [MS, 
leaf 108.] . . '

p. 446,‘l. 1369. Abigayl / per suuj» bonuet co»siIiu»t vii^u»» suu;;t 
Kabal ab ita dapid liberauit. [MS, leaf 108.]

p. 446,1.1371. Ester & cete^-a ludeos per bomm consiliu»i simul 
cum Mardocheo in regno Assueri. [MS, ' leaf 108.]

p. 446,1. I^Sr^. Seneca / sicut nicbil est benigna eoutiuge/ Ha
nichii crudelius est infesta muliere. [MS, leaf 108.] _

p. 446, 1 1377. Cato / vxoris linguam si frugi est/ ferre me
mento. [MS, leaf 108.]

p. 446,1. 1380. Bona mulier fidelis custos est/ & bona domus. 
[MS, leaf 108.]

p. 447,1.1383. Api»sfebts Pa^ulws ad Tjpussianes / diligite vxeres
vesfras sicut christas dile.xiit ecclesiam & cetera. [MS, leaf Wfl.]

p. 447, 1. 1385. Apeeiielats. Ita viri debent diligere vxores
suas vt C^i^^i^i^ia sua / qaia qui sua»). vxerem diligit/ sei{),‘!Hm diligit/ 
nemo vnqaam carneia s«a»» odio haTmit/ set nutrit & fouet eart /. 
et postea / vnusqwis^tte suam vxerem sicut ipswm dtligat) [MS, 
leaf 108.] •
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478 si.XTEXT
GROUP F. § 1. squire's head-link. Ellesmere MS.

GEOUP F. FEAGMENT VII.
§ 1. THE SQUIEE'S HE.AD-:LINK.

ELLESMEEE MS.

IT Squier come neer / if it youre wille te 
And sey som'what of loue / for certes ye * 
K^onnen ther on / as muche as any man 
il Nay sire'quod he / but I wol seye as I kan 
With hertly wyl / for I wol nat rebelle 
Agayn youre lusb s a taie wol I telle 
Haue me excused / if I speke amys 
My wyl is good / and lo my tale is this

[on lectyilOj
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479 siscxtext
GROUP F. § 2. squike's tale. Ellesmere MS

Heere bigynneth / the Squieres tale• [on left/119,
T Sarray / in the land of Ta^rtarye 
Ther dwelte a hyng that werreyed Eussye 
Thurgh which ther dyde / mai^;y a douglhty man 
This noble kj^ng was cleped Cambynskan^

.5 Which in his tyme / was oi so greet renown byn8i^anoz«iArti!i»»] 
T^hat ther was / no wher in no-Eegiown 
So excellent a lord / in alle thy^ng 
Hym lakked nogl^lf that longeth to a kyng 
And of the secte / o^ which fat he was born 
He kepte his lay / to which fat he was sworn 
And ther to / he was hardy / wys and riche 
And pitous and l^u^f alwey yliche
Sooth of his word / benigne and hontt)'able 
Of his corage / as any Centre stable 
Yong* fressh / strong* and in Armes desirous 
As any Bacheler / of <^l his bous 
A fair persone he was / and fortunf^if 
And kepte alwey / so w^^ roial esta* 
That ther was nowher / swich another man 
IT This noble ky^ng* this Tartre Cambynskan 
Hadde two sones / on Elpheta his wyf 
Of whiche / the eldeste highte Al^j^ar^syf 
That oother sone / was cleped Cambalo 
A doghlier hadde / this worthy kyng also- 
That yong(^li*' was / and highte Canacee 
But for to telle yow / al hir beautee 
It lyth nat in my tonge / nyn my konny^i^g* 
I dar nat* v^idertake / so heigh a thy^ng*
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480
GROUP F. § 2. square’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Myn englissS eek* is insu^^leeeI^^*
I moste been / a Eetbor exce^l^ent*
That koude bise colours / longyngo for tliat 
If he / sholde hire discryuen cuej-y park 
I am noon swich / I moot speke as I kan 
IT And so bifel / that whan this Cambynskan 
Hath twenty wynter / born his diademe 
As he was wonk fro yeer to yeer I domo 
He leek the feeste / of his Natiuitee 
Doon cryen / thurgh Sarray his Citee 
The last Idus March / after the yeer
Phebus the sonne / ful ioly was and deer 
ffor he was / neigh his exaltacion 
In Martes face / and in his mansion 
In Aries / the colerik/ hoote signe 
iful lusty was / the weder and benigne 
ffor which the foweles / agia;yn the sonne shccnc 
What for the sesos / and the yonge grene 
fful loude / songen hire affeccions
Hem semed / han geten hem proteccions 
Agayn the swerd of wynl^er^/ keene and coold! 
IT This Cambynskan / of which I liaue yow tookt 
In roial vestimenk sit on his deys 
With diademe / ful heighe in his paleys 
And halt his feeste so solempne / and so rychc 
That in this world / was ther noon it lyche 
Of which / if I shal teilen al tharray 
Thanne wolde ik occupie a someres day 
And eekl it nedeth nak for to denyse 
At eue^ cours / the ordre of hire seruyse 
I wol nat teilen / of hir strange sewes 
Ne of hir swannes / nor of hire heronsewcs 
Eek/ in that lond / as teilen knyghtes olde 
Ther is som mete / pat is ful deynte holde 
That in ■ this .lond / men recche ef it but smal 
Ther nys no man / that may reporten al
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GKo^ip F. § 2. sqiuire’s talk Ellesmere MS.

f I wol nat taryen yow / for it is pryme 
And for it is no fru^y^'. but los of tyme 
Vn to my firste / I wole baue mj’ recours 
IT And so bifel / that after the thi^i^dde cours 
"VTiii J,i«t this kj^ng* sit thus in his nohleye 
Herknynge hise Mynstrals / hir thy^nges ploye 
Biforn hym at the bord / deliciousJ^y 
In at the halle dore / al socda^y^tri-y 
Tlier cam a knygS^* vp on a steede of bras 
And in his hand / a brood Mirour dT glas 
Vpon his thombe / he hadde of gold a ryng / 
And by his syde / a naked swerd hangy^ng* 
And vp he l^i^deth / to the heighe bord! 
In al the halle / ne was ther spoken a woi^<5 
ffor merueille of this knyghlf hym to biholde 
fful bisily / ther wayten yonge and olde
If Vhis strange knyg’^if that cam thus s^(^;ynly 
Al armed / sane his heed / ful riehely 
Saleweth kymg* and queene / and lordes alle 
By ordre / as they seten in the halle 
With so heigh reuerence / and obeisance 
As wel in speehe / as in contenance 
Vhat Gawayn / with his olde curteisye 
Though he were / comen ayeyn out ffairye
Ne koude hym nat amende with a word 
And after this / biforn the heighe bord 
He with a manly voys / seith his message 
After the forme / vsed in his langage 
With outen vice / of silable / or of lettre 
And for his tale / sholde seme the bettre 
Accordant to hise wordcs / was his cheere 
As techeth art of speehe / hem fat it leere 
Al be / that I kan nat sowne his stile 
No kan nat clymben / oner so heigh a style 
Yet seye I this /■as to coz^mune entente 
Thus mucho amoi^nteth / al fat euere he mente 
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482
GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Ellesmeire MS.

If it so be / pat I baue it in mynde 
h He seyde / the kyng of Ai^abe and of Inde 
My lige loid / on this solempne day 
Salewetb yow / as he best kan and may 
And sendeth yow / in honour of youie feeste 
By me / that am al redy at yonie heeste 
This steede of bras / that esi:ly and -vcel 
K^an in the space / of o day natureel
This is to seyn / in foure and twenty houios 
Wher so yow ly^^ in droghte or elles shoures 
Bee’en yonre body / in to euo:ry place 
To '^Ihicei yonre berte / wihioth for to pace 
With outen srem o^ yow / thurgh foni or fair 
Or if yow- ly^ss* to f1oon / as hye in the Air 
As dooi;h an Egle / whan pat hym list to soore 
This same steede / shal beie yow euere mooie 
With outen barm / til ye he thei yow leste 
Though that ye slepen / on his hak or ioste 
And turne ayeyn / with wiil^l^j^ng' oti a pyn 
He fat it wroghte / koude ful many a gyn 
He wayted / many a eonsto11aei^oll) 
Ei he / had doon / this operaeion) 
And knew ful many a seel / and many a bond! 
IT This miiioui eek / fat I haue in myn liont? 
Hath swich a myght/ fat men ma;y in it see 
Whan thei shal fallen / any A^duoz^si{Be 
Vn to youic Iogno / or to youi« se^if also 
And opejnly / who is youre freend or foo 
ir And ou6)’ al this / if any lady biiglit' 
Hath set hire boIto / in any maner wigliif 
If he be fais / she shal his tIoson see 
His newe loue / and al his subti1too 
So ope:^ly / fat thei shal no thyng hyde • 
Wl^OIfoIe / ageyn this lusty someres tyde 
This Miioui/ and this iyng' fat ye may-soo 
He hath, s^i^ff vn fo my lady Canacoe 
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483 SIX-TEXT
GBOup F. § 2. squire's tale. Ellesmere MS.

hie
Youre excellente doghter/ that Is heere

audir
V The vertu of the ryng* if ye wol heere J

Is this / that If hire lust* it for to were 
Vp on hir thombe / or in hir purs it here 
Ther is no fowel / pat fleeth vnder the hcucne 
That she / ne shal / wel vnderstonde his steuene 
And knowe his menyng' openly and pleyn 
And answere hym / in l^s langage age^y^n 
And eiueery gras / that groweth vp on ro^ote 
She shal eek knowe / and whom it wol do boote 
Al be hise woundes / neuer so depe and wyde 
IT This naked swerd! / pat hange'th by my syde S. 
Swich vei’itu hath / pat what man so ye smyte 
Thurgh out his Armare / it wole hym kerue and byte 
Were it as thikke / as is a branched ook* 
And what man / that is wounded wftA a strook? 
Shal neuer be hool / td ptt yow list grace 
To stroke hym with the plai* in that place 
The:r he is hui:* / this is as muche to seyn 
Ye moote / with the plat swerd ageyn 
Str^Uie hym in the wounde / and it wol close 
This is a verray sooth / with outen glose 
It failleth nab whils it is in youre ho^^iS ,
IT And whan this knygl^lf hath thus his tale IooIS 
He rideth out of hallo / and doun he ligRto 
His steede / which pat shoon / as sonne brighte 
Stant in the coui?* stille as any stoon 
'Tliis kny^gttb is to his chambre lad anoon 
And is vnarmed / and vn to mete ysetf

The presentes / been / ful roially y^eb 
This is to seyn / the swerd and the Mirour 
And born anon / in to the heighe Tour 
With ceirteine olfi.cers / ordeyned therfore 
And vn to Canacee / this ryng* was bore 
Solempnely / ther'she sit/ at the table 
But sikerly / with outf^n any fable
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484 SIX-TEXT
GROUP F. § 2. squire’s tale. Ellesmeire US.

The hors of bras / pat may nat be reme'weiJ 
It stan* as it were / to the ground yglewedl 
Ther may no man / out of the place it dryue 
ffor aooa eagya / of wyadas ae polyae 
Aud cause why s/ for they kaa aat the eral^^ 
Aad therfore / ia the place / they haa if laff 
Til pat the kny^g^ltt' hath taught hem the maaore 
To voydea hym / as ye shal after heere 
Greet was the prees / pit swarmeth to aad fro

To gaure^ oa this hors / that stoadetli so 
IRmt it so heigh was / aad so hrood aad lor^g* ■ 
So wel proporcioaed / for to beea strong* 
Eigh.* as it were / a steede of Lumhardye 
Thei’-with so horsly / aad so qu^k of eye 
As it a ge:^atil Poilleys Courser were 
ffor cei*tes / fro his tayl / va to his ere 
Nature ae Ai?* ae koude hym aat ameade 
la ao degree / as al the peple weade 
But euereaiioore / hir mooste woader was 
How pat it koude go / aad was of bras 
It was a ifairye / as al the peple seraed 
Diuerse folk / diuers^^y they demed ■ 
As ma:ny heddes / as maaye wittes ther bec^ 
They murmwarede:! / as dooth a swarm of Been 
Aad maidea skiles / after hir faalasies 
Eehersyage / of thise olde poetries 
Aad seyde / that it was lyk the Pegasee 
The hors / pat hadde wyages for to flee 
Or elles / it was the Grekes hors Sy^J^i^n) 
That broghte Troie to destrucci^on) 
As mea / ia thise olde geestes rede 
11 Mya herte quod ooa / is euez'emoore ia drcde 
I trowe / som me:n 'Ajmes bee:n ther l^^r^e 
That shapea hem / this Citee for to wyqae 
It were right good / pat al swich thyag were ka^oWe 
11 Aaother rowaed / to his felawe lowe 216
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485 SIX-TEXT

GiHoup P. § 2. squire’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And seyde he lyeth / it is rather lyk* 
An apparence / ymaad by som Maj^g^k* 
As l^ogolours pleyen / at thise feestes grete 

so:ndi?y doutes / thus they I^angle■ and trete
As lewed peple / demeth comn^ly
Q: thynges / been maad / moore .snbi^i^^Lly
Than they kan / in hir lewednesse coniprchende 
They demen gl^y / ta the badder ende 
ir And somime of hem / wondred on the Mirour 
That born was vp / in to the hye tour . 
Hou men myghte in it / swiche thynges se 
IT Another answerde / and seyde it myghte wel be 
I^iiti^i^i^ll.y / by composicions

Anglis / and of slye reJlexions
And seyden / fat in Eome was swich oon
They speken / of Al^ooen and Vi^'^uhn) 
And Aristotle / that writen- in hir lyues 

gue^nte Mirours / and p?■-^ss^l^(^l.iuls
As knowen they / that han hir bookes herd! 
IF And oother folk* han wondred on the sword! 
That woLde percen / thurgh out eue^y thy^ng^ 
And fULe in speche / TheLophus the kyng*
And of AchUles / with his qul;knte spere 
fior he koude with if bothe huLe and dere 
Eighb in swich wise / as men may wftA the swerd* 

which right now / ye han kourl selnln hei^d* 
Thl;k speken / d: sondry hardj^i^g* of metal 
And speke of mldicknls / ther with al 
And liow and whanne / it sholde yharded be 
Wh^i^ch is vnknowe / algatea vnto me 
IT Tho speeke they / of Cantcles rj^i^g* 
And seyden aUe / fat swich a wondor thk^ngl

. crafb of rynges / herde they neull•l noon 
Saue J^ot he Moyses / and kg^ng* Sa-^omon) 
Hadde a name konng^ng* in swich Arf
Thus soyn the peple / and drawen hem api^i^f

ELLESMERE 319 (6-T. 485)

220

224

228

232

236

240

122]

244

248

252

    
 



486
GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Ell^e^smere MS. 

iT But nathelees / somme seiden pat it was 
Wc^u^d^e^i^/ to maken / oi fern Asshen glas 
And yet nys glas / nat Ij^l* Asshen of fern 
But for they lian / knowen it so fern 
Therfore / cessctk / kir and hir wonder
IT As soore wondren somme / on cause of tlionder 
On ebbe / on flood f on gossomer / and on mystf 
And on alle thj^n^g* til pat tbe cause is wystf 
Thus l^a^ngle they / and demen and deuyse 
Til pat the ky^ng’ gan fro the bord aryse 
Phebus / hath laf* the Angle meTidioral

And yet ascendynge / was tlie beest roial 
The gcntil leom / with his Andrian 
Whan pat this Tartre kyng Cambyiiskan) 
Eoos fro his bord / ther that ho sat ful hyo 
Toforn hym gooth / the loude Mynstra^eye 
Til he cam / to his chambre of parementz 
Ther as they sownen / diuerse Instj^umcntz 
That it is / lyk an heuene for to heere 
Eow dauncen ■/ lusty Venus children dcere 
ifor in the fyssfi / hir lady sat ful hye 
And looketh on hem / with a freend^y eye 
11 This noble kyngi is set vp in his Trone 
This Strange knygdit^' is fet to hym ful seere 
And on the daunce / he geeth with Canacee 
Heere is the reuel / and the l^c^l^:^t^^e 
That is nat able / a dul man to deuyse 
He moste han knowen / loue and his seruyso 
And been a feestlych man / as fressh as May 
That sholde yow / deuysen swich array 
H Who koude teile yow / the forme of dauncos 
So Tnkouthe / and so fressRe contenaunces 
Swich subtil lookyngt and dissymulyngcs 
flor drede / of I^a]^euse mennes aperccyuyngcs ? 
Ho man but launcelft* and he is deed 
TherfOTe I passe / of al this lustih^eecF
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487 siJt-TEXT
group F. § 2. squire’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

I sey namoore / but in this l^ol^j^x^t^sse 
I lete hem / til men to the sope^ dresse 
fl The Styward biif Spices for to hye 
And eek the wyn / in al this melodye 
The vsshers J and the squiers been ygoon 
The spices and the wyn is come anoon 
T^^liey ete and drynke / and whan this hadde an ende 
Vn to the temple / as reson was they wende 
fl The seruice doon / they soupen al by day 
What nedeth me / rehercen hire array 
Ech man woot wel / fat a kynges feeste 
Hath plentee / to the mooste and to the leeste 
And deyntees / mo / than' been in my knowyng' 
At after soper/ gooth this noble kyr^g* 
To seen this hors di bras / yil al the route 
Of lordes / and of ladyes hym aboute 
fl Swich wondry^i^g* was ther on this hors of bras 
That syn the grote sege / of Troie was 
Ther as men wondreden / on an hors also 
lie was ther swich a wondry^n^g* as was tlw 
But fynally / the kynj^ -axeth this knygiiif 
The vertu of this Courses / and the myg^hi* 
And preyde hym / to telle his goucrnauace 
fl This hors anoon / bigan to trippe and dauwce 
Wlian that this knygW? lejAe hand vp on his reyne 
And seyde sire / ther is namoore to soyne 
But whan yow lisif to ryden any where 
Ye mooten triUe a pyn / stant in his ere 
"Wiicli I shal yow telle / bi^mx vs two 
Ye moote nempne hym / to what place also 
Or to what contree / fat yow hst to rydo 
And whan ye corne / ther as yow list abyde 
Bidde hym descende / and trille another pyn 
flor ther hth / theiJe^cs* of a^ the gyn
And he wol doun descende / and doon youro wille 
And in that place / he wol stonde stille
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GKOur F. § 2.squike’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Thougfii al tlie v^orld / the coi^ltrarie hadde yswore 
Ile shal nat thennes / heen ydrawe nor ybore 
Or if yow lis* bidde hym thennes goon 
Trille this pyn / and he wol vanyssBe anoon 
Out the sighte / of euei-y maner wigEt 
And come agayn / he it da;y or 
Whan pat yow lisf to clepen hym ageyn 
In swich a gyse / a.t I shal to yow seyn 
Bitwixe yow and me / and that fui soone 
Eide whan yow EsE ther is namoore to doone 
*! Enformed / whan the kyng was/ of that kny^grEE 
And hath co:uce;yued / in his wit arigEE 
The manere / and the forme / of al this thyngi 
Thus glad and blithe / this noble kyng* .
Eepeireth to his reuel / as bifom 
H The brydel / is / vn to the tour yborn 
And kept among hise l^i^eles / leene and deere 
The hors vanj^ssEed I noot/ in what manero 
Out of hir sighte / ye gete namoore of me 
But thus I lete / in lusE and l^ol^^i^ee 
This Cambynskan / hise lordes festeiynge 
Til wel ny / the day bigan to sprynge
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•f Sequitwr pars secunda (JJ)
he Eorice of digestioun / the sleepe '

Gan ou hem wyuke / aud bad hem taken keepe 
That muchel drynke / and laboM' wolde han reste

And with a galpjn^g* mouth / hem alle he koste 
And seyde / it was tyme to lye adoun 
ffor blood / was in his domynacioun 
Cherisseth blood / natures freend quod he 
They thanken hym galpynge / by two / by thre 
And eue»-y wight / gan drawe hym to his resto 
As sleepe hem bad / they tooke it for the beste
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489 SitX-TjEXT
qrou:p F. § 2. squieb’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

IT Hire droQies / shul nat been ytoold for me 
were Mre heddes / of fumositee

, That causeth-dreem / of which ther nys no charge 
They slepen / , til that it was pryme large 
The mooste par-* but it were Canaeee 
She was ful mes^irable / as wommen be 
ifor of hir fader / hadde she take leue 
To goon to reste / soone after it was eue 
H^ liste naif appajlled for to be 
Ne on the morwe / vnfeestlieh for to se' 
And slepte hire , firste sleepe / and thanne awook/ 
ffor swieh a ioye / she in hir herte took 
Bothe of hir queynte rj^ng* and , hire Mirour 
That twenty tyme / she changed hir eo^lour 
And in hire sleepe / right for impression 
Of hire Mirour/ she hadde Avisi^on 
Wh^ej^fore / er pat the sonne gan vp glyde 
She cleped / on hir Maistresse / hire bisyde 
And seyde / that hire liste for to ryse 
IT Thise olde wommen / piat been gladly wyse 
As hire Maistiesse / answerde hire anon 
And seyde madame / whider wil y^e goon 
Thus erly / for the folk/ been alle on reste 
If I wol quod she arise / for me leste 
No longer for to siepe / and walke aboute ,

■ IT Hire Maistresse / clopeth wommen / a greet route 
And vp they rysen / wel an ten / or twelue 
Vp riseth / fresshe Canacee / hir seine 
As rody and bright / as dooth the yonge sonne 
That in Uie Eam / is foure degrees vp renne 
Noon hyer was he / whan she redy was 
And forth she walketh / esily a pas 
Arrayed / after thg lusty sesoh) seote 
L^^htly for to pleye / and walke on foote 
Nat but wi’t/. fyue or sixe / of hir meynee 
And in a trench / forth in the pari" gooth she 
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GROUP P. § 2. squire’s tale. Ellesiaere MS.

ir The vapour / which pat fro the erthe glood * 
Made the sonne / to seme rody and brood 
But nathelees / it was so fair a sighte -
That it made / aile hire hertes for to liglite 
What for the seson) / and the morwenynge 
And for the foweles / that she herde syngc 
ffor right anon / she wiste what they monte 
Eight hy hir song* and knew al hire entente' 
H The knotto / why pat ouo?/ tale is toold! 
If it he taried / til that lust be cool^^ 
Of hem pat han / it after herkned yoore . 
The sauour passeth / euer lenger the moore 
ifor fulsonmosso / of his prolixitee 
And by the same reson / thynketh me 
I sholde / to the knotte / condescende 
And maken hir walkyng' soone an ende 
Amydde a tree / fordryed / as whit as ch.al^k

As Canacoo / was pleyy^i^g* in hir wallk 
Ther sat a ffaucon) / ouer hire heed fui hye 
That with a pitous voys / so gan to crye 
That ail the wode / resouned of hire cry 
Ybeten hath she hir se^^^ / so pitously 
With bothe hir wynges / tU the rede blood 
Ean endelong the tree / ther she stood 
And euere in oon / she cryde alwey and shrighte 
And with h^' beek / hir seluen so she prighte 
That ther nys Tygre / ne noon so crueel beesb 
That dwelleth / m^tihor in wode or in ffo:r^!3tt 
That nolde han w^^lt if pat she wepe koude 
ifor sorwe of hire / she shrighte alwey so loude 
ffor ther nas neuoro man / yet on lj^ue 
If pat I koude / a ffaucon) wel discryue 
That herde of swich another of fair^nosso 
As wel of plumage / as of gontUlosse 
Of shape / and al that myghte yrekened be 
A ffaucon) porogTyU) / thanne semed she 
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491 SIX-TEXT
GROUP F. § 2. squire’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Of fremde Land! / and eueremoore as she stood! 
She swowneth now and now / for lakke of blooB 
TH wel neigh J is-she fallen fro the tree 
IT This faire kynges doghter Canacee 
That on hir fynger/ haar the queynte ryng* 
Thurgti which / she vnderstood wel eu(^ry thy^g^ 
That any fowel / may in his leden seyn 
And koude answeren hym / in his ledene agf^^n 
Hath vnderstonde / what this ffaucon) scyde 
And wel neigh / for the routhe / almoost she deyde 
And to the .tree / she gooth fui ha^^ily 
And on this ffaulcon) / looketh pitous^y 
And heeld hir lappe ahrooiJ / , for wel she wiste 
The ffaukon / moste fallen fro the twiste 
Whan fat it swowned ne^tf for lakke of blood! 
A longe while / to wayten hire she stood! 
Til atte laste / she spald in this manere 
Vn to the haidd as ye shal after heere 
H What is the cause / if it be for to telle 
That ye be / in this furiai pyne helle 
Quod Canacee / vn to the hank/ aboue 
Is this for sorwe of deeth / or los of loue 
ffor as I trowe / thise been causes two 
That causeth moi^^tt a gentil berte wo 
Of oot.he^ harm / it nedeth nat to spelee 
ffoi ye youre se^lf / vpon your se:^:f yow wreke 
Which proueth wel / that outher loue or drede 
Moot been encheson / of youre cruel dede 
Syn fat I see / noon oother wight yow chace 
ffor loue of god / as dooth youre seluen.grace 
Or what may been youre helpe / for Wi^is* nor EsO 
He saugh I neuere er now / no bryd ne boos* 
That ferde with hym se^lf / so pitous^y 
Ye sie me with youre sorwe verraily 
I haue of yow / so greet passiouw 
ifor goddes loue / com fro the tree adoun
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492 SIX-TEXT
GROUP P. § 2. squiee’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And as I am / a kynges dogtiter trewe _
If fat I verraily / the cause knewe 
Of youre disese / if it lay in my myglif 
I wolde amenden it* er fat it were nyghi* '' 
As wi^^y helpe me / the g:rete god of kyudo 
And herhes / shal I right ynowe yfynde 
To heele with / youre hurtes hastily 
IT Tho shrighte this ffaucon) / moore yet pitously 
Than euer she dide / and fil to gfounde anon 
And lith aswowne deed / and lyk a stoon 
Til Canacee / hath in hire lappe hire take 
Vn to the tyme / she gan of swough awake 
*T And after that she of hir swough gan hreyde 
Ei^^t in hir haukes ledene / thus she seyde 
That pitee / renneth soone in gentU . herte 
ffeol.ynge his similitude / in peynes sme];te 
Is preued ai day / as men may seo 
As wel hy wei^l* as by Auctoritee 
.ffor ge^i^iil herte / kitheth gentdlesse 
I se wel I ye han of my distresse 
Com,pa.ssion) / my faire Canacee 
Of verr^;y womm£^ii^;y benignytee 
That nature / in youre principles hath ys^f 
But for noon hope / for to fare the bet 
But for obeye / vn to youre herte free 
And for to maken othere / be war by me 
As by the whelpe / chasted is the leon) 
Eight for that cause / and for that conclusion) 
WhU fat I haue / a leyser and a space 
Myn harm / I wol co:nfessen er I pace 
IT And euere / whil fat oon hir sorwe tolde 
That wither weepe / as she to water wolde 
TU that the ifaucon) / bad hire to be stiUe 
And wm a syk* / right thus she seyde hir wille 
ir That I was bred / alias that harde day 
And fostred in a Eoche / of Marbul gray
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493 SIX-^TEXT
GBOup F. § 2. squire’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

So tendrely / that no tliyng eyled mo 
I nysto naif what was Aduersitee 
Til I koude flee ful hye / vnder the sky 
Tko dwelte / a Tei^i^i^li^f mo faste by 
Tliat semed we^Ue / of alle gentiUesse 
Al were he ful of treson) / and faJsnesso 
It was so wrapped / vnder humble ehuro 
And vnder hewe of troutlio / in swieh manero 
Vnder plesanoo / and vnder bisy peyne 
That I ne koude han wend / ho koude foyne 
So dope in greyn / he dyed his colours 
Eight as a serp^e^lf hit hym vnder floures 
Til he may seen / his tj^une / for to byte 
Eight so this god oi. loue / this ypocryte 
Dooth SO bise cerymonyes and obeisanns 
And klplth in semblan* alle hise obsl?•ua^icls 
That sowneeih / in to glntilllssl of loue 
As in a toumbe / is al tlie faire abouo 
And vnder is the corps / swich as ye wo^of 
Swich was the ypocrite / bothe coold and hw^of 
And in this wise / he serued his lntlntl 
That saue the feond / noon wiste what he mlntl 
TU ho so longe / hadde wopen and coi^j^le^ned 
And many a yeer / his seruice to me feyned! 
TU that myn herte / to pitous and to nyce 
Al Im^ocoi^tf of his corouned malice 
ffor-ferd of his deeth / as thoughte me 
Vpon hise othes / and his slurltll 
Graunted hym loue / vp on this condiciown 
That eueremoorl / myn honowr and ronoan 
Wero saued / bothe priuee and apn^tf 
This is to seyn / that after his deseitf 
I yaf hym al myn herte / and my thogh* 
God woot and-he / fat oo'therwise noght* 
And took his herte / in chaunge for myn for ay 
But soo^h is seyd / gooh sithen many a day 
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404 SIX-TEXT

GROUP F. § 2. squire’s tale. EUesmere MS.

A trewe wiglit and a theel* tlienken nat oon 
And whan he saugh / the thyng so fer ygoon 
That I hadde graunted hym / folly my loue 
In sv'ich a gyse / as I haue seyd aboue 
And yeuen hym / my trewe herte as free 
As he swoor / he yaf his berte to me 
Anon this Tigre / fui of douhlenesse 
fill on bise knees / with so deuo'ut humhlosse 
"Vhth so li^eigh reuerence / and as by his cheero 
So ljlk* a gentil louero / of manere
So rauysslied / as it semed for the l^oye 
That neuere Tioib/s / ne Parys qf Troye 
l^i^s^on) certes / ne noon oo^hal man 
Syn Lameth was / ^at aIdelfirst bigan 
To louen two / as writen folk biforn 
Ne neuere / syn the lilste man was bom 
Ne koude man / by twe^'ty thousand park 
Ceuntle:fete j the Sophymes of his Ai'*- 
Ne were worthy / vnbokelen his galoche 
Ther doublenesse / or feynjn^j* sholdc approche 
No so koude thanke a wight / as he dide me 
His manere / wa.s an heuene for to seo 
Til any womman / were sho neuei’ so wys 
So poyntod he / and kembde at point deuys 
As wel hise woiOos / as his contenance 
And I leued hym / for his ebeisafice 
And for the trouthe / I dcmed in his horte 
That if so were / tliat any thyng hym smorto 
Al were it neuer so lite / and I it wiste 
hlo thoughte / I folte deeth myn helte twiste 
And shortly / so felfelth / tliis tliyng is wenk 
That my wyl / was his willos Instrumenk 
This is to seyn / my wyl obcyed his wyl 
In alle thyng as fer as reson) fil
Kepynge the beundes / of my worslripe euere , 
No neuere hadde I thyng so lief ne leucro

ELLESMERE 328 (OT, i^OL)

S -lO

514

518

552

556

560

564

568

572

    
 



495 six^-^TEXT

GROUP F. § 2. squire’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

As hym god woo(* ne neuere. shal namo 
This lasteth lenger/ than a yeer or two 
That I supposed of hym / nogtie hut good 
But tina^Jly / thus atte laste it stood 
That ffortune wolde / pat he moste twynne 
Ou-t that place / whieh pit I was Inne
Wher me was wo / that is no question 
I kan nai* make it diseripsiofl 
ffor o thyng dare I teilen Oo].de].y 
I knowe / what is the peyne of deeth ther hy 
Swieh harme I feite / for I no mj^g^lito hileue 
So on a day / of me he took his leue 
So sorwi^eiujlly eek* that I wende verrai^y 
That he had felt* as muehe harm as I 
Whan pit I herde hym speke / and saugti his howe 
But nathelees / I thoughte / he was so trewe 
And eek* pit he / repaire sholde ageyn 
With Inne a litel whde / sootih to seyn 
And reson wolde eek* that he moste go 
ffor his / as ofte it happeth so
That I made vertu / of neeessitee 
And took it wel / syn pat it moste he
As I best myghte / I hidde fro hym my sorwe 
And took hym Oy the hond / seint l^ohn to Oorwe 
And seyde hym thus / lo I am youres al 
Beth swieh / as I to yow / haue been and shal 
What he answerde '/ it.nedeth noght reheree 
W^o kan sey Oet than he / who kan do werse 
Wh^an he hath al se^yd / thanne hath he doon 
Tlierfore Oihouetih hire / a ful long spoon 
That shal ete with a feend / thus horde I seye 
So atte laste / he moste forth his wej’e ,
And forth he fleeth / til he eam ther hym loste 
Whan it eam / hym to pwrpos / for to reste 
I trowe / he hadde / thilke text in mynde 
That alle thyng repeirynge to his kynde
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496
GROUP F. § 2, squire’s tale. EllesitLei'e MS.

Gladeth hym se^^L? thus seyn men as I gesse ’‘"g”'*
lonen of propre kynde newefangelnesse

As lbi^:Lddes doon / that men in cages fede 
ffor thougli thou nyght and day / take of liem hede 
And strawe hir Cage / faire and softe as sil-h 
And yene Lem sugre / hony / breed and MiLflk 
Yet rigbt anon / as that bis dore is vppe 
He viih bis feeff wol spume adoun bis cuppe 
And to tbe wode he wole and wormes ete 
So uewefaugel / been they of hire mete 
And lonen nouelrie / of propre kynde 
^Ho gentUlesse blood / ma^ hem bynde
H So ferde tbis Tei?c^li^tf alias tbe day 
Ti^c^ugb be were ge:^tiil born / fressb and gay 
And goodlich for to seen / humble and free 
He saugb vp on a tyme a kyte flee 
And sodi^^’n^ty / he loued tbis kyte so 
That al bis loue / is clene fro me ago 
And hath bis troutbe / falsed in tbis wyso 
Thus hath tbe kyte / ‘my loue in biro s^^uyse 
And I am lorn / with outen remedie 
And witb that word! / tbis ffaucon) gan to crie 
And swowned eft/ in Canacees barm 
11 Greet was tbe sorwe / for the baukes hann 
That Canacee / and alle hir wommen made 
They nyste / hon they mygbte tbe ffaucoi) glade 
But Canacee / bom beretb bire in bir lappe 
And s^^te^y / in piastres ga-n bire wr^appe 
Ther as sbe / witb bire beek badde ■hurt bir . seine 
How kan nat Canacee / but berbes deine 
Out of tbe ground / and m.ake sanes newe 
Of herbes pr^eciouse / and fyne of hew^& 
To heeien witb tbis [bank] / fro day to nyghtf 
Sbe dooth bir^e bisyu^esse / and hire fulle my^^if 
And by hire beddes beed / she made a Mewe 
And coue:red it* witb v^eluettes blewe
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497 sisixi'ext’
GROUP F. § 2. squire’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

In signe of trouthe / that is in wow^men sene 
And. al wit/i onte the Mewe / is peynted grene 
In which ther were ypeynted / alle thise falso fowleS 
As heth thise tidyues / tercelettes and Owlos 
Eight for d^^j^iif were peynted hem bisydo 
And pyes on hem / for to crie and chyde 
IT Thus lete I Canacee / hir hauk kepj^ng* 
I wol namoore as now / speke of hir ryn;< 
Til it come eft to -purpos for to seyn 
How that this ffaucon) / gat hire lone ageyn 
Eepentank as the storie telleth vs 
By mediacion) Camhalus
The kynges sono / of which I yow tolde 
But hennes forth / I wol my p?-<^ces holde 
To speken , of anentures / and. of bataUles 
That neuere yek was herd / sO g^eto memiai^Ues 
If ffirst wol I teUe yow / Camb;ynskan
Th^t in bis tyme / many a Citee wan 
And after wol I speke Al^j^ais^iP
How that he wan Theodera to his wif 
ffor whom ful ofte / in greet p^^ii he was 
He hadde he he holpen /'b;y the steede bras'
And after / wol I speke of Cembalo 
That faught in lystes / w/ the bretheren two 
lFor Canacee / er that he myglite hire Wynne 
An ther I lefte /*! wol ayeyn bigynne

Ex^plicifc secunda pars 

Tf Incipit pars tercia (S)

l\ ppollo whirleth vp / his Cha^r so hye
Til thak the god / Mei’curius hous the slye 672 

[.Resf of the page hlal]'. •
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498 si:x:-'^:^:sT '
GROUP F. § 3, sQuIRE-FRANKLIN LINK. Elle!^;^<}re MS.

*1 Heere folwen the wordes of the fJTri^i^ltolyn [itefis? 
to the Squier and the wordes o^ the hoos* to the 
ffranl£eO;ya (Jj

G16

N feith Squier / thow hast thee wel yqui^If 
And ge^i^^^lly / I preise wel thy wi* 
Quod the ifr£^nl^(^][e;yn. / considerynge thy yowtho 
So fe^lyng^ly thou spe^kef^ft sire I allowethe

As to my doom / ther is noon that is heere 
Of eloquence / that shal he thy peere 
If that thou lyue / god yeue thee good chaunce 
And in vertu / sende thee contii^i^i^iance 
ifor of thy speche / I haue greet deyntco 
I haue a sone / and hy the TTruiii^^e 
I hadde leuere / than twenty pound worth . lonit 
Though it right now / were fallen in myn ho^ui;' 
He were a man / of swich disoreoioa 
As that ye been / fy on possession 
But if a man / be vert^uous with al 
I haue my sone snybbed j and yet shal 
fibr ho to vertu / listneih nat entende 
But for to pleye at dees / and to de.spe1ttJc 
A^nd lese al that he hath / is his vsage , 
And he hath leuere / talken with a page 
Than to comune / with any gentil wight* 
There he myghte lerne gentillesse aright/ 
IT Straw for yoi^re geniillesse / quod our boos* 
What firahkele;yn / purdee sire wel thou woost* 
That ech yow J m.oot teilen atte leste
A tale or two / or breken his biheste 
IT That knowe I wel sire / quod the ffrankeleyn 
I prey yow / haueth me nat in desdeyn
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499 SIJCxtexT '■GROUP F. § 3. SQUIRE-FRANKLIN LINK.. EUesmeiTe MS.

Thougfi to this man I speke ’a woi^d!* or two [>—' inmar,fin:j 

V I’elle on thy ta-lb / with outen wordes mo 
IT Gladly sire hooi^ff . quod he / I wole obeye 
Yn to your wyl / now herkneth what I seye 
I wol yow nat co:ntrarien in no wysso As fer / as that my wittes / wol suffyse .
I prey to god / that it may plesen yow 
'fl^i^r^ne woot I wel / that it is good ynow

1) Exp-liotf
708

[^Is there is no room in this prim: f^or the Latin notes in the 
v^artjin of the MS, they ame: put h^'re, mith the nv^thers of the■ lirn^es 
{and pages the Six-Te^lt) to mhitch they refer.\

p. 619f 1 1387. Aristoclides Orcomeni tirann«« adamauit vir- 
ginei» stymplialidci^ que omn paire D^t^iiso ad te»«plu»t diane & 
o^^tera. [MS, leaf 134, back.]

p. 519, t. 1399. Nam hnsdrubn^in vxor capta & incense vrbe 
'cu>» se cemeret a Komanis oapienda & <^e'ra. [MS, If 134, bk.]

p. 519, 1. 1405. pj"imo .ponam lucreoiam / que violate pudicie
noiens supc^uivere maculn^» corparis ciiaore deleuiit/ [MS, leaf 
134, back.]

p. 519, 1. 1409. Quis valet silencio' preterire 'vij. Mileaias vir-
gines que GaHoi'oia & cetera. [MS, leaf 134, back.]

■ p. 519,1.1414. Senapho in Ciri maioris sc^bit/nffi^cia oe-
ciso Hnbradnte•& cetera, [MS, leaf 134, back.]

p. 520, 1. 1426. Democionis Ariopa.gitarJM» p^-incipls virgo 
iUia & cetera. [MS, leaf 135.]

p. 52(^, 1. 1431. Nichanor v^ctis Thebis vnius captine vlrginis
, supemti/s c^. [MS, leaf 135.]
' p. 520, 1. 1434, Narrant - scriptores Gre^ie Se aliai^i Thebanami
virginem & cetera. [MS, leaf 135.]

p. 520,1. 1437. Quid loquar Nicerati coitiuj^e^m. pie ii^tpacie/i-s 
i«^iurie viri & cetera. [MS, leaf 133.]

p. 520, 1. 1442. Alcesten fabule feru®t pro marito Adameto 
sponte defuncla^aa /’ci Penolopes pudicia Om«ri carme® e^^ [?]. 

;.[MS, leaf 133.]
p. 520, 1. 1445. Lacedomia quoqwe poetarttii ore cantatwr oc- 

ciso apud Troiam Prctheselnc & cetera. [MS, leaf ^^5.]
p. 520,1.1451. Arthemesia quoqne vxor Mausedi insignis pudicijs 

fuisi.se probibeti^'r & cetera. [MS, le^f 135.]
p. .521,1. ]^‘1.53. Teuta / Illi^<^c^r^iwn■ Kegina & cetera.. [MS, leaf 1,3£^.] 

i p. 521,1.1^455. Meou^imndwsi strato, regulus. lidli <^m»ies 
pene Barbares capitylo .xxvj’. primi. Hem- Ccnlelia & cetera.

Imitcntwr g”nupte Tbeannrn / Clecbilinm / Gorgim-*ITHygmodiam/ 
Claudias atqwe in fine libri p^imi. ' [MS, leaf 135.]

p. 521,1.1463. Singulas has histcrins & plures hane materia^a®
ccnc«■rnentes recitat be^tus l^er^onimMs contra l^cnin^^^s^^^t^^» in primo 

libro ca^iii.tiiU) .39°. - [MS, leaf 135.] or G^rj^un;
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500GKoup F. § 4. pbanklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

[THE PROEM.]

The Prologe / of the ifrankeleyns tale fS) t'>‘fi27, bk]

T
Hise olde gentil Britons / in hir dayes 

Of diuerse auentures / maden layes 
Eymeyed / in hir firste Briton tonge 

"W^iiche layes / with hir InetIa^mentz they songe 
Or elles redden hem / for hir plesance 
And oon of hem / haue I in remembrance 
Wh^^ch I shal seyn / with good wyl as I kan 

UBut sires / by cause I am a buIel man 
At my higynn^yng firsit I yow hiseehe 
Haue me excused / of my rude speche 
I lerned neuere Eethorik certeyn 
Thyng fat I speke / it moot be bare and pleyn 
I sleeps neuere / on the Mount of Pemaso
He lerned / Marcus Tulhus Scithero - £X'i™p>a™“as”mo

t t Tr 1 n -I memini sompniasse.Colours ne knows I none with outen drede 
But swiche colours / as growen in the Mede 
Or elles swiche / as men dye or peynte 
Colours of Eethoryk/ been to queynte 
My sp^^it feeleth nogl^ft of swich mate’ere 
But if yow li^'tt my tale shul ye heere
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720

724

728

Heere bigynneth j the fTranheleyns tale /

N Aimorik/ that called is Britayne
Ther was a knyght / fat loued and dide his payne 
To serae a lady / in his bests wise
And many a labour / many a greet emprise 732 
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501 EIJCX-EXT
GROUP F. ^4, franklin’s tale. Ellosmoro MS.

He for his lady wroglite / er she were wonne 
ffoi: she was / oon the faireste vnder sonne 
And eek therto / comen of so heigii kynrede 
That wel vnnethes / dorste tMs knyght for drede 
Telle Mre his wo / his peyne / and his distresse 
But atte laste / she for his worthyn^esse 
And name^ly / for his meke oheysance 
Hath swich a pitee cau<^l^tf his penance
That pryuely / she fil his accoird
To take hym / for hir houshonde and hir lord 
Of swich lordshipe / as men han one?' hir wymss 
And for to lede / the moore in blisse hir lyues 
Of his free wyl / he swoor hire as a knygfflf 
That nouore in al his lyf he day ne ny^^ff 
He sholde vp on hym / take no maistrie 
Agayn hir wyl / ne kithe hire l^al^ousie 
But hire obeye / and folwe hir wyl in al 
As any louere / to his lady shal 
Saue / that the name souoraynetoo
That wolde he haue / for shame of his degree 
11 She thanked hym / and with ful greet humblesse 
She seyde she / sith of youre gentill^esse 
Yo profre me / to haue so large a reyne 
Ho wolde nouere god / bitwixe va.twoyno 
As in my gi^^ff were outhor worre or stry^/ 
Sire / I wol bo / youro humble trewo wy^* 
Haue hoor .my ti^outhe / til fat myn borto broste 
Thus been they / bothe in quiote and in rosto 
IT ffor 0 thyng siros / sauf^^ dar I seyo 
That freondos / ouorych oolther moot oboj^i^ 
If they wol longe / holdon compi^ignye 
Lbuo / wol nat boon consliroynod by mais^-trye 
Wh^an maistrio comlih / tho god of louo anon 
Bototh biso wyngos / and farewol ho is gon 
Louo is a thy^ng* as any Spirit free - 
Wommon of kyndo / dosiron liborteo
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502 siix-t^i^^
GROUP F. § 4. franklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And nat^/ to been co:nstroyned as a thral 
And so doon men / if I sooth seyen shal 
Looke / who pat is moost pacient in loue 
He is / at his auantate al aboue 
Pacience / is an heigh vertu c^^teyn 
ffor it venquysseth / as thise clerkes seyn 
Thynges / fat rigour / sholde neuere atteyne 
ffor euery word / men may nat/ chide or pleyne 
Lemeth to suffre / or elles so moot I goon 
Ye shul it lerne / wher so ye wole or noon 
ifor in this world c^rtein / ther no wiglit is 
That he ne dooth or seith / som tyme amys 
Ire / siknesse / or consteUacion
Wyn / wo / or chaungynge of complexion 
Causeth ful ofte / to doon amys or spoken 
On euery wi^onj* a man may nat be ivreken 
After the tyme / moste be temperance 
To euei'y wight* fat kan on gouerilsnce 
And therfore / hath this wise worthy knyght* 
To lyue in ese / suffrance hire bihight* 
And she to hym / ful Xvis^ly gan to swero 
That neuere / sholde ther be defaute in here 
IT Heere may men seen / an humble wys accord! 
Thus hath she take / hir soruan* and hir lord 
Seruant in love / and lord in manage 
Thanne was he / bothe in lordshipe and seruago 
Scruage f nay / but in lordshipe aboue 
Sith he hath / bothe his lady and his loue 
His lady certes / and his wyf also 
The which / fat lawe of loue acordeth to 
And whan he was / in this prosperitee 
H^oom —ith his wyf / he gooth to his contree 
Nat fer fro Pedmark/ ther his dwellyng was 
Afhere as he lyueth / in blisse and in solas 
Il Who koude telle / but he hadde wedded be 
The ioye / the ese / and the prospontco 
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503 sl^-'^^j^'t
groupF. ‘ § ■ 4.' fkanklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

'l^Iiat is / l^iitwixe an Ko-nshondo / and bis jvyf 
A yeer and moore / lasted this blisful lyf 
Til fat the knyghti of whieh I spelee of thus 
H'hat of kayrmd / was eleped A^i^u^eragus 
Shoope hym to goon / and dwollo a yeer or tweyne 
In Engelond! / that eleped was eek Briteyne ■ 
To seke in Armes / worshipe and honour 
ffor al his In^tf he sette in swieh lahou^ 
And dwelled there two yeer / the hook* seiith thus 
H I^ow wol I stynten / of this Aru^olagus 
And speken I wole j Dorigene his wy^i*
That loueth hire houshonde / as hire hertes lyB 
ffor his Ahsoneo / wepeth she and siketh 
As doon thise nohle wyues / whan hem liketh 
She moorneth / waketh / wayleth / fasteth / pioyno!h 
Desir of his presenee / hire so distreyneth 
That al this wyde world / she sette at nogl^if 
Hire freendes / whiche fjt knewe hir heuy thogl^if 
Conforten hire / in al fat euee- they may 
They pjeehen hire / they teUe hire nyght and day 
That eauselees / she sleeth hir sdif alias 
And eueiry eonfoit* possihle in this eas 
They doon to hire / with all hire hisynesse 
Al / for to make hire / lene hire heuynesse 
IT By proees / as ye knowen eueriehoon 
Men may so longe / grauen in a stoon 
Til som figure / ther Inne emprented he 
So longe han they eonforted hire / til she 
Eeeeyued hath / hy hope and hy reson 
‘The emprent^j’nf*' hire eonsolaeion
Thurgh whieh / hir grete sorwe gan aswage 
She ma^ nat alwey / duren in swieh rage 
1 And eek Arueragus / in al this eare 
Ha^ih sent hire lettres hoom / his welfare
And fat he wol eorne ha^l^i^ly agayn 
Or dles hadde this sorwe / hir herte slayn
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504
GROUP F. § 4. beanklin's tale. EUesmere MS.,

5r Hire freendes sawe / hir sorwe gan to slake 
And preyde hire on knees / for goddes sake 
To come / and romen hire in com^psaignya 
Awey to dryue / hire derke fantasye 
And fina^y / she graunted that reqnesto 
ifor she saugh / that it was for the beste 
il How stood hire Cartel / faste by the See 
And often / with hire freendes walketh shee 
Hire to disporte / vp on the bank an heigh 
Where / as she / many a shipe and barge seigh 
Scdlynge hir cours / where as hem liste go 
But thanne Was thfif a parcel of hire wo 
ffor to hir sef* fui ofte alias seith she 
Is ther no shipe / so manye as I se 
Wol bryngen hom my lord / thanne were myn herte 
Al warisshed / of hise bittre peynes smerte 
11 Another tyme / ther wolde she sitte and thynke 
And caste hir eyen / dounwai^d' fro the brynke 
Hut whan she saugh / the grisly Eokkes blake 
ifor verray feere / so wolde hir herte quake 
That on hire feet* she myghte hire noglit sustene 
Thanne wolde she / sitte adoun vpon the grene 
And pitous^ly / in to the see biholde
And seyn right thus / witA soirweifu]. sikes co^de •
11 Eterne god / that thurgh thy parueiaunce 
hedest the world / by certcin gouernauwce 
In ydel as men seyn / ye no thy^nrrt make 
But lord / thise gris].y / feendly Eokkes blake 
That seme:n . rather / a foul confusion) 
Of werk? than any fair qreacii^in, 
Of swich a par'ftt* wys god and a stable 
Why han ye wrog:^lf this werk vnresonable 
ffor by this werk / South / No:rth / ne We^sk ne Eesff 
Ther nys yfostred / man / ne bryd! ne beesst* '
It dooth no good to my wit* but anoyeth 

-Sc ye nat lord / how mankynde it destroyet^h 
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505 sul-text
GROUP F. § 4. franklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

An hundred thousand bodyes of mankynde' 
Han Eokkes slayn / al be they nat in mynde 
Which mankynde / is so fair pai^tf of thy wei^k* 
That thou it madest* lyk to tbyn owene merk* 
IT Tbanne semed ii* ye badde a greet cbiertee 
Toward mankynde / but bow thanne may it bee, 
Tbat ye swicbe meenes make / it to destroyen 
Wbiebe nieenos do no good / but eue?'e anoyen 
I woot wel / clerkes wol seyn as hem leste 
By Ai^gumentz / tbat al is for the beste 
Tbough I kan / tbe causes nat yk.no'we 
But tbilke god / tbat made wr^nd to lalowe 
As kepe my lord / tbis my conclusi^oii 
To clerkes lete I /a\ tbis disprdsson^* 
But wolde god / tbat aUe tbise IRjolkes bl^ake 
Were sunken in to bolle for bis sake 
Wbise li^okkes / sleen myn berte for the feere 
Tbus wolde she seyn / wt’t/j many a pitous teere 
IT Hire freendes sawe / that it was no disport* 
To romen by tbe see / but dise^l^d(^I^I* 
And sbopen for to pleyen / somwher ellos 
Tbey leden hire / by Eyueres and by wclles 
And eek/ in othere places delitables ' 
Tbey dauncen / and tbey pleyen / at cbes and tables 
H So on a day / Iight in the morwe tyde 
Vn to a gardyn / that was tber bisyde 
In which / tbat they badde maad hir ordinance 
Of vit^^i^Ue / and of oother purueiance 
Wbey goon and pleye hem / al tbe longo day 
And tbis was / in the sixte morwg of May 
Which May badde peynted / —iti bis softe shoures 
Tbis gardyn / ful of leues and of flouros 
And craft of mannes band so curiously 
Arrayed badde / tbis gardyn trewely
That neuere / was tber gardyn of swich prys 
But if it were / ibe verray Paradys
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506 SSX-TO^T
GKOup F. § 4. franklin’s tale. EllesmiJre MS.'

The odour Of floures / and the fresshe sighte 
Wolde han mal<ed / any herte lighte 
That euere was horn / hut if to g^eet siknesse 
Or to greet sorwe / helde it in distresse 
So ful it was / of heautee with plesafiee 
At after dyner / gonne they to daunee 
And synge also / saue Dorigen alione 
W^ieh made alwey / hir eomp^leint and hir moone 
ffor she ne saugB hym / on the daunee go 
That was hir houshonde / and hir loue also 
But nathelees / she moste a tyme ahyde 
And with good hope / lete hir sorwe slyde 
IT Vp on this daunee /■ amonges othere men 
Dauneed a squier / hifom Dorigen ' 
That fressl^er was / and lolyer of array 
As to my doom / than is the Monthe oi May 
He syngeth / dauneeth / passynge any man 
That is //or was / sith fat the world higan 
Thei^-wA^/t he was / if men'sholde hym diseryue 
Oon / o^ the heste farynge man on lyue 
Von^g/ str^oi^jg’ right vertuous / and riehe and wys 
And wel hiloued / and holden in greet prys 
And she:^tly / if the sothe I teilen shai 
Vnwdtj^^^gi of this Dorigen at al 
This lusty Squier / seruant to Venus 
Whieh that yeleped was Aurelius 
Il^a^dde loued hire / hest of any ereature 
Two yeer and moore / as was his auenture 
But neuere / dorste he teilen hire his greuafiee 
With outen eoppe / he drank al his penaflee 
He was despeyred / no thyng dorste ho soye 
Saue in his songes / somwhat wolde he wreye 
His wo / as in a general eompleyny!^;* 
He seyde he louede / and was hiloued no thy^ng* 
Of swieh matere / made he manye layes 
Songes / ee:mpleintes / roundels / virelayes 
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507 sis: text

groujp F. § 4. franklin’s tale. EUesmere US.

How that/ he dorste nat/ his sorwe telle
But langwisshoth / as a furye dooi;h in helle ■
And dye he moste he seyde / as dide Ekko H Methamorposios & 
ffor Narcisus / that dorste nat telle hir wo 
In ootiher manere / than ye heere me seye 
He dorste he naif. to hire his wo hiwreye 
Saue that parauenture / som tyme at daunces 
Ther yong folk/ kepen hir ohsermaunces 
It may wel Oe / he looked on hir face 
In swich a wise / as man fat asketh grace 
But no thy^nj* wiste she / of his entente 
Hathelees / it happed er they thennes wente 
By cause / that he was hire Heighehour 
And was a man / oi; worshipe and honour 
And hadde yknowen hym / of tyme yoore 
They fille in speche / and forthe moore and moore 
Vn to this purpos / drough Aurelius 
And whan he saugh his tyme / he seyde thus 
11 Madame quod he / Oy god fat this world made 
So that I wiste / it myghte youre Oerte giade 
I wolde that day / that youre Ajuemgus 
Wente ouesr the see / that I Aurelius 
Hadde w^^lf ther neuere I sholde haue come aga;yn 
ffor wel I woolf my seruyce is in vayn 
My gerdoif) is / Out hrestyng of myn Oerte 
Madame / reweth vpon my peynes sme^te ■ 
ffor with a woi^d! / ye may me sleen or saue 
Heere at youre feet/ god wolde fat I were graue 
I ne haue as now / no leyser moore to seye 
Haue mo:rcy sweete / or ye wol do me deye 
H She gan to looke / vp pn Aurelius 
Is this youre wyl quod she / and sey ye thus ? 
Heuere erst* quod she / ne wiste I what ye mente 
But now Aurelie / I knowe youre entente 
By thilke god / that yaf me soule and lyf 
He shal I neuere / heen vntrewe wyf
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508 SIX-TEXT'
geoue F, §4. franklin’s tale. Ellesmere HS.

In word ne werk/ as fer as I haue wit/ 
’ I wol heen his./ to whom pat I am kn;^1f

Taak this for fynal answere / as of me 
But after that in pley thus seyde she 
IT Aurelie quod she / hy heighe god ahoue 

» Yet ' wolde I graunte yow / to heen youre loue
Syn I yow se / so . pitously coinp^layne 
Booke what day / that endelong Britayne 
Ye remoeue. alle the . Eokkes / stoon hy stoon 
That they ne lette / shipe ne hoot to goon
I seye / whan ye han maad / the coo^t so clene 
Oi? Rokkes / that ther nys no stoon ysene 
Thanne wol I / loue yow hest any man • 
Haue heer my trouthe / in al pat euere I kan. 
IT Is ther noon oother grace / in yow quod he f 
IT Ho I hy that lord quud she that maked me 
ffor wel I wook pat it shal neueir hity<ie 
Lat swiche folies' / out youre herte slyde 
What deyntee sholde a man / han in his lyf 
ffor to go loue / another mannes w^f 
That hath hir hody / whan so pit hym liketh
II A^m^ehus / ful ofte soore siketh 
Wo was Aurelie / whan pat he this herde 
And with a sorweful herte / he thus answerde 
11 Madame quod he / this were an inpossihle 
Thanne mooi; I dye / of sodeyn deth horrible 
And with that word / he turned hjun anon 
Tho coome / hir othere freendes many oon 
And in the AJ^eyes / ' romeden vp and doun 
And no thyng wiste / this co:nclnsionn 
But sod^^y^^y / bigonne reuel newe 
;T.il thak the hrighte sonne / loste his hewe 
ffor Thorisonte / hath refk the sonne his lyghk 
This is as muche to seye / as it was nyghk 
And hoom they goon / in ioye and in solas 

B^a^ue oonly / wrecche Aurelius . alias
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509 SIX-TEXT
GROUP F. § 4. pr.ax^klin s tale. Ellcs^ROTG

He to his hous is goon / with sorweful herte 
He seeth / he may naif fro his deeth asterie 
Hym semed / that he feite his herte colde 
Vp to the heuene / hise handes he gan holde 

A^nd on hise knowes bare / he sette hym doun 
And in his rauy^ng* seyde his orisoun 
ffor verray wo / out his wit he hreyde

He nyste what he spak? but thus he seyde 
With pitous herte / his pleynt hath he higonne 
Vn to the goddes / and vn to the sonne 
1r He seyde AppoUo / god and goue^-nour 
Of eue?-y plaunte / herbe / tree and flour *“** “
That yeu^i^ff after thy declinacion) ' 
To ech hem / his tyme and his sesofi
As thyn herberwe / chaunge^h lowe or heiglie 
JiUrd Phebus / cast thy merciable eighe [wwi]
On wrecche Aurelie / which am but lorn 
Lo lord / my lady hath my deeth y-sworn 
With oute gil* but thy benignytee 
Vpon my dedly herte / haue som pitee 
^fer wel I woot / lord Phebus / if yow lesl* 
Ye may me helpen / saue my lady bes't 
How voucheth sa^ / pit I may yow deuyse 
How pat I may been holpen / and in what wyse

' .t luna
1 Youre blisful suster / Lucina the sheene 
That the see / is chieii goddesse and qucene 
Though Neptu^us / haue deitee in the See 
;Yet Emperisse / abouen hym is she 
Ye knowen wel lord / that right as hir desir 
Is to be quyked / and lightned youre fir 
ifor which / she folweth yow / ful bisily 
VEight/ so / the see desireth nature^^ly 
To folwen hire / as she that is geddesse 
Bothe in the see / and^Eyueres moore and lesse 
Wl^ei^fore lord Phebus / this is my requests 

GDo this miracle / or do myn herte; breasto
ELLESMERE 344 (8-T. 509)

1024

1028

1036

1040

1044

1048

1052

1056

    
 



H^GO

1064

1068

1073

610 SIX-TEXT
GROUP F. § 4. franklin’s tal;k Ellesmere MS.

That now nex* at this opposicion) 
W^ich in the signe / shal be of the Icon) 
As preieth hire / so greet a flood to brynge 
That fyue fadme at the leeste it ouerspryngo 
The hyeste Eokke / in Ai^morik/ Britoyne 
And lat this flood / endure yeres tweyne 
Thanne certes / to my lady may I seye 
Holdeth youre beste / the Eokkes been awcyo :
IT Lord Phebus / doofih this miracle for mo 
Preye hire / she go no faster cours than ye 
I seye / preyeth your suster / that she go 
No faster cours than ye / thise yeres two 
Thanne shal she been / euene atte fulle alway 
And spryng flood / laste bothe nyg^(f and day 
And but she vouche sauif / in swich manero 
To graunte me / my souereyn lady deere 
Prey hire / to synken euery Eolt* adoun 
In to / hir owene dirke Eegioun 
Vnder the ground / ther Pluto dwelleth Inne 
Or neuere mo / shal I my lady Wynne '

Thy Temple in Delphos / wol I barefoot soke 
Lord Phebus / se the teeris on my cheke 
And of my peyne / haue som compassioun 
And with that word / in swowne he fil adoun 
And longe tyme / he lay forth in a traunoe 
IT His brother/ which fat knew oC his penaimce 
Vp caughte hym / and to bedde he hath hym brogl^ff 
Dispeyred / in this tormex^ff and this tli^oghV 1084
Lete I / this woful creature lye [icai 131, baci^:i

Chese he for me / wheither he wol lyue or dye 
Arueragus / with heele and ■ greet honow

As he / fat was / of chiua^rie the flour 
Is comen hoom / and others worthy men 
0 bUsfiul / artow now / thou Dorigen 
That has* thy lusty housbonde in thyne Ami^es 
The fresshe kny^ghi* the worthy man Annies

ELLESMERE 346 (6-T. 5I0)

1076

1080

1088

1092

    
 



611 SIX-TEXT
OBOUP F. § 4. fkanklin's tale. Ellesmere MS.

That loueth tliee / as bis owene bertes ly< 
No thy^n{< list bym / to been ymaginatyf 
le any wiglet bad spoke / whil be was pute ' 
To biro of loue / be badde of it no doute 
He noght entendetb / to no swicR mateere 
But daun'cetlb / l^ustetb / niake1;h bire good cbeere 
And tbus / in ioye and Tilisise / I lete bem dwelle 
And of tbe sike Aurelius / I wol yow telle 
IN langour/ and in torment furyus

Two yeer- and m.oore / lay wrecche Aurelyus 
Er any fo^tf. be mygbte on ertbe gon 
Ne co]^ifot;t in tbis tyme / badde be neon 
Saue of bis brotber / wbicb fat was a derkc 
He knew of al tbis wo / and al tbis werk? 
ifor to noon oot^ber creature ee^rteyn 
■Of tbis matere / be dorste no word seyn 
Vnder bis br^^lf be baar it moore secree 
Tban euere dide Pampbilus for Galalhtt 
His brest was bool / witb oute for to seno 
But in bis herlt C ay was tbe Arwe kene 
And wel ye knowe / that of a Sursanure 
In Surgerye / is perilous tbe cure 
But men mygbte touche tbe Arwe / or come tberby 
His hrolhtr / weepe / and wayled pryuely 
TU atte laste / bym hl in remembranoe 
Tbat wbil^es he was / at Orliens in efra&ee 
As yonge clerkes / tbat been lyk^erous i 
To reden Aretes / tbat - been curions 
Seken / in eueiry halke / and euery htrut 
Pa?t^i^eultr seiences / for to lerne
He bym remembred / that vpon a day 
gAt Orliens in studio / a book he say •
Of Magyk/ nalurtel / whieh his felawe 
That was tbat tyme / a Bacheler of lawe 
Al were be ther / to lerne anothtr cr^^^' 
Hadde pnuely / vpon bis desk ylaff
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512 si:£-'^]E^T
group F. § 4. franklin's ta^k. EUesmere MS.

"Vl^ich book? spak muchel / of the operaciofis 
To'uchynge / the eighte and twe^^y mansiofis 
That longen to the moone / and swicli. folye" 
As in cure dayes / is nat. worth a flye 
ffor hoo^y chirches feitli ./ in oure hileue . 
ITe suffreth noon illusiofi vs to greue , 
And • whan this hook / was in’ his remembrauiice 
Anon for ioye / his herte gan to daunce 
And to hym selP he seyde pryuely 
My hrother/ shal' he warisshed hastily 
ffor I am siker / fat ther he sciences 
By wh[i]c[h]e / men make diuejae apparences 
Swiche / as thise subtile tregetours pleye 
ffor ofte at feestes / hane I wel herd seye 
That tregetours / wih Inne an halle large 
Haue ma^d come In / a water and a barge 
And in the halle / rowen vp and doun 
Somtyme / hath senied come a grym leo-un 
And somityme floures sprynge / as in a Mede 
Somtyme a Vyne / and grapes white and rede 
Somtyme a Castel / al o^ lym and stoon 
And whan hyni lyked / voyded it anoon 
Thus semed it to eueiry mannes sigKte 
f No-^v thanne conclude I thus / fat if I myghte 
At Orliens j som oold felawe yfynde 
That hadde / this moones mansions in mynde 
Or oother Magyl* natureel ahoue 
He sholde wel make / my brother han his lone 
ffor with an apparence / a clei^]^! may make 
To mannes sighte / pat alle the Eokkes hlake 
Of Britaigne / weren yvoyded euerichon 
And shippes / hy the hrynke comen and gon 
And in swich forme / enduren a wowke or two 
Thanne were my brotber // warisshed his wo 
Thanne moste she nedes / holden hire biheste 
Or elles / he shai sharae hii^e atte leeste
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513 siI^-'^i^i^T
GROUP F. § 4. franklin’s tale. Ellesmere US.

IT What sholde I make / a lenger tale of this 
Vn to his brotheres bed / he comen is 
And swich confoir* he yaf hym for to gon 
To Orliens / that he vp stirte anon * 
And on his wey / forthward thanne is he fare 
In hope / for to been hssed of his care 
H Whan they were come / almoos* to that Citee 
But if it were / a two furlong* or thre 
A yong clerk* romynge by hym self they mette 
Which fat in latyn / thriftily hem grette 
And after tha* he seyde a wonder thyng
I knowe quod he / the cause of youre comync* 
And er they ferther j any foots wente 
He tolde hem / al that was in hire entente 
H This Briton clerk* hym asked of felawes 
The whiche fat he had knowe / in olde dawes 
And he answerde hym / that they dede were I 
ffor which / he weep ful ofte many a teere 
IF Doun of his hors / Aurelius lighte anon 
And with this Magicien / forth is he gon 
Hoorn to his hous / and maden hem wel at ese 
Hem lakked no vitaille / fat myghte hem plese 
So wel arrayed hous / as ther was oon 
Aurelius in his lyf / saugh neue?-e noon 
IT He shewed hym / er he wente to Sopcer 
fforestes / Parkes / ful of wilde deer 
Ther saugh he hertes / wf’t^ hir homes hye 
The gretteste / that euere were seyn yith eye 
He saugh of hem / an hondred slayn with houndes 
And somme with Arwes hlede / of bittre woundes 
IF He saugh / whan yoyded were thise wilde deer 
Thise ffauconers / vpon a fair Eyuer _
That with hir haukes / han the heron) slayn
II Tho saugh he knyghtes / lusr^yr^g* in a playn 
And after this / he dlde hym swich plesaunce 
Tliatf he hym shewed / his lady on a daunce
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514
GROUP F. § 4. franklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Ou whicli lijnm self / he daunced / as hym thoughte 
And whan tliis Maister / fizt tliis Magyk wroughte 
Saugh it was tyme / he clajjte hise handes two 
And farewel / al cure reuel was ago
And yet remoeued thoy neuere / out the hous 
Whil they saugh / al tliis sighte m.erueillons 
But in his .studie / ther as hise bookes he 
They seten stille / and no wighk hut they thre 
l(i To hym / this Maister called his Sqiiier 
And seyde hym thus / is redy cure soper 
A^^moosk an houre it is I yndertake 
Sith I yow bad / cure soper for to make 
"Vlian that tinse worthy men / wenten wiM me 
In to my stadie / ther as my bookes be 
IT Sire quod this Squier / whan it liketh yow 
It is al redy / though ye wol right now 
Go we thanne soupe quod he / as for the beste 
This amorous folk/ som tyme moote han hir reste 
IT At after soper / fille they in tretee 
What somme / sholde this Maistres gerdon) be 
To remoeuen / alle the Eulckes of Britayne 
And eek from Gerounde / to the mouth Sayne
IT He made it straunge / and swoor / so god hym sane 
Lasse than a thousand pound / he wolde nat haue 
He gladly / for that somme he wolde nat goon 
H Aurelius / with blisful berte anoon 
Answerde thus / fy on a thousand pound 
This wyde world / which that men seye is round 
U I wolde it yeue / if I were lord of ik 
This bargayn is fui dryue / for we been knyk 
Ye shal he ■ payed / trewely by my trouthe 
Buf looketh now / for no neoligence or slouthe 
Ye tarie ys heere / no lenger than to morive 
II Nay quod this clei^t* haue heer my feith to borwe 
11 To bedde is goon Aurelius / whan hym leste 
And wel ny / al that n;^^^lit he hadde his reste
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515 sijcxtext
fflRoi^:p F. § 4. franklin's eale. Ellesmere MS>,

Wliat for his labour / and bis hope of blisse 
His T^oJful herte / penaunce hadde a hsse 
ir Vpon tbe morwe / whan pat it was day 
To Britaigne / tooke they tbe righte way 
Aurelius / and this Magicien bisyde 
And heen descended / ther they wolde abyde 
And this was / as thise bookes me remembre 
The colde / frosty seson) o^ Decembre 
Phebus wax old / and hewed lyk laf^on)

That in his boote deolynaci^on) 
Shoon as the burned gold / witb stremes br-ighte 
But now' in Capricorn / adoun be ligbte 
Where as he sboon ful pale / I dar wel seyn 
Tbe bittre frostes / witb the sleet and reyn 
Destroyed hath the grene / in eue:ry yerd 
l^s^nus sit hy tbe fyr / with double besrd H I^i^i^us biceps (Jj 
And drynketb / his bugle horn the wyn 
Biforn hym / stant brawen / of the tusked swyn 
And Nowel / crieth euery lusty man 
H Aurelius / in al that euere he kan 
Dooth to his Maister / ehiere reuerence 
And preyeth hj'm / to doon his diligence 
To bryngen hym / out his peynes smorte 
Or with a sweird j pat be wolde slitte his herte 
IT Tbis subtil clei’t swich routhe bad tbis man 
Tbat nyght and day / he spedde hym pat be kan ' 
To wayten a tyme / of his ccnclusicn 
This is to 'seye / to maken iUusiou 
By swich a apparence or l^ogelrye 
I ne kan no termes / Asti^ologye
That she and euei-y -wi^^tf sholde wene and seye 
That ' Britaigne / the Eokkes were aweye 
Or ellis / they were senken vnder grounde 
So atte -laste ' /he hath his tyme yfounde 
To maken bise l^apes / and his wrecchednesse 

swich / a supersticious cursednesse
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516 SIX-TEXT
GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Ellesmere MS,

1276
[leaf 183, back]

1280
V Alnath dicitwr 
prima mansio lune.
In a spera 5)

1284

Hise tables toUetanes / forth he brought 
fful wel corrected / ne ther lakked nought 
Neither his co^^lcestf ne hise expans yeeris 
Ne hise rootes / ne hise othere geeris 
As been his centris / and hise Ai^gunientz 
And hise proporcioneles conuenientz 
ifoi hise equacions /in euciry thj^a^ 
And by his .8. speere in his wirkyng^' 
He knew ful wel / how fer Alnath was shone 
feo the heed / of thilke fixe Aries abone 
That in the. .9. speere considered is * 
fful subf^:^^ly / he hadde kalkuled al this
IT 'VAVian he hadde founde / his firste mansion 
He knew the reim^i^snit by proporcion 
And knew the arisyrng* of his moone weel 
And in whos face / and tenne and euez’ydeel 
And knew ful weel / the moones mansion 
Acordaunb to his operacion
And knew also / hise othere obseruafioes 
ffor swiche illusions / and swiche mescliances 
As hethen f^^k / vseden in thilke dayes 
ifor which / no lenger maked he delayes 
But thurgh his magik / for a wyke or tweye 
It semed / that alie the Eokkes were aweye 
IT Aurelius / wliich fat yet despeired is 
Wher he shal han his loue / or faro amys 
Awaiteth nyght and day / on this myracle 
And whan he knew / fat ther was noon obstaclo 
That voyded were / thise Kokkes euerychon 
Doun / to hise Maistres feolf he fil anon 
And seyde / I woful wrecche Aurelius 
Thanke yow lord / and lady myn Venus 
That me han holpen / fro my cares colde
And to the temple / his wey forth hath ■ he holde 
Wh^el^e as he knew / he sholde his lady see 
And whan he saugh his tyme / anon right hee
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617 SIX-TEXT
GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tai,b. Ellesmere MS.

With dredful herte / and with ful humble cheere 
Salewed hath / bis souereyn lady deere 
My rigbte lady / quod tbis woful man

Whom I moost drede and loue as I best kan 
And lothest were / of al tbis W^i-ld displese 
Nere if fat I for yow / baue swicb disese 
Tbat I moste dyen heere./ at youre foot anon 
Noght wolde I telle / how me is wo bigon 
But certes / outher moste I dye or pleyne 
Ye sie me giltlees / for verray peyne 
But of my deetb / Ihogh fat ye baue no routhe 
Auyseth yow / er fat ye breke youre troutbe 
Kepenteth yow / for tbilke god aboue 
Er ye me sleen / by cause fat I yow loue 
ifor madame / wel ye woof what ye ban big^tf 
Nat fat I cbalange / any thyng of rig^^tf 
Of yow my souce-eyn lady / but youre grace 
But in a gai'dyn yond / at swicb a place 
Ye woot right wel / wbat ye bibigbten me 
And ' in myn hand! / youre troutbe pligbten ye 
To loue me b^^t? god woot ye seyde so 
Al be / fat I vnworthy be tberto 
Madame I speke it / for tbe honoiar of yow 
Moore tban to saue y' myn bertes lyf rigbt nnw 
I baue do so / as ye comanded me 
And if ye voucbe sau^ / ye may go see 
Dootb as yow bsf baue youre biheste in mynde 
ifor quyk* or deed / rigbt tbere ye sbai me fynde 
In yow litb al / to do me lyue oi deye. 
But wel I wootf tbe Bokkes becn aweye 
51 He taketb bis leue / and sbe astonied stood! 
In al bir face / nas a drope of blood! 
Sbe wende neuere / ban corbie in swicb a trappe 
All^as quod sbe / fat euere tbis sbolde happe 
ifor wende I neuere / by possibilitee 
Tbat swicb a Monstre / or meraeille mygbte be
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518 SIX-TEXT

GROUP F. § 4. franklin’s tale. EUesi^ei'e MS.-

1348

1352

It is / agaj’iis the proces of nature 
And hooni she goth / a sorwefUl creature ' 
ifor verray feere / vniiethe may she go 
She wepeth / waiileth / al a day or two 
And swowneth / that it routhe was to see 
Eut why it was / to no wigfit tolde shee 
ifor out of towne / was goon Ai^u^ei^agus 
But to hir self/ she spak* and seyde tlms 
AVith face pale / and wflk fui sorweful cheere
In liire coi^-pll^j^i^f as ye shal after licere SJf.geSe^Jwsu^^Jtane 
ir A^l^i^as quod she / on thee ffortune l pleyne 
That Y^'war / wrapped hast me in thy cheyne 
ffor which tescape / woot I no scour 
Saue oo]^:iy / deeth or dishonour 
Oo:n of thise two / hihoueth me to chese 
But nathelees / yet haue I leuere to lese 
My hf/ than of my body haue a shamo 
Or knowe my seluen fais / or lese my name 
And with my deth / I may he quy* ywis 
Hath ther nat/ many a noble wy:f er this 
And many a mayde / yslayn hir se^^f alias 
Eather / than wtt/i- hir body doon tr^ei-^pas 
Hl Yis certs / lo thise stories beren witnesse 
AVian .xxx. tirauntz / fui of cursednesse 
Hadde slayn Phi^don) / in At^l^henes at feste 
They comanded / hise doghtres for tareste 
And bryngen hem / biforn hem in desj^iif 
Al naked / to ful^fihe hir foul deli* 
And in hir fadres blood / they made hem daunce 
Vpon the pauemen* god yeue hem myschaunce 
fior which / thise woful maydens fui of drede 
Eather / than they wolde lese hir maydenhede 
They priuely / been stirt/ in to a welle 
And dreynte hem seluen / as the bookes telle 
rrihey of Mecene / leete enquere and seke 
T Of Lacedomye / fifty maydens eke
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619 SIX-TEXT
group F. § 4. frankvin’s talk EU.es:^(^i:e

On whiche / they wolden doon hir lecherye 
But was ther noon o^ al tliat compaignye 
That she nas slayn / and viH a good entente 
Chees / rather for to dye tlian assento 
lO Been oppressed / hir maydenhede
Why sholde I thanne / to dye been in drede 
Lo eek / tbe tiraunt Ai^istoclides \iMtin mie, p 499]

That loued a mayden / heet Stj^mphalides 
Whan that hir fader / slayn was on a nyghif 
Vn to Dianes temple / goth she righf 
And hente the ymage / in hir haiides two 
ffro which -ymage / wolde she neuere go 
Ko wight / ne myghte hir handes of it arace 
Til she was slayn / right in the selue place 
H Now sith Jilt maydens / hadden swioh de^]^:^if 
To been defouled / with mannes foul del^i^if 
Wel oghte a wyf / rather hm seluen slee 
Than be defouled / as it thynketh me 
What shal I seyn / of Hasdrubales wjdf iLattn note, p. «9]

That at Cartage- / birafte hir self hir lyf 
ffor whan she saugh / that Eomayns wan the toun 
She took hir ' children alle / and skipte adoun 
In tb the fyr f and chees rather to dye 
Than any Eomayu / dide hire vileynye
Hath nat Lucresse / yslayn hir sfilf alias iLatu note, p. m]

At Eome / whan she opp?-essed was '
Ta:lquyn / for hire thoughte it was a shame 

To lyuen / whan she had lost hir name 1408
The seuene maydens / of Melesie also UMtinnote,-.^)}

Han slayn hem se^lf j for drede and wo 
Eather than folk Gawle / hem sholde oppresse
Mo than a thousand stories / as I gesse 
K^oude I now teile / as touchynge this mateere 
"1^7’ han habradate was slayn / his wyf so deere

T T Hirseluen slow / and leet hir blood to glyde 
In habradates woundes depe and wyde 1416
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520 SIX-TEXT _
GROUP I. §4. franklin's tale. Ellesmere MS.’

And seyde my body / at the leeste way 
Ther shal no wight / defoulen if I may 
IT What sholde I / mo ensamples heer of sayn 
Sith that so manye / han hem seinen slayn 
Wel rather / than they wolde defouled be 
I wol conclude / that it is bet for me 
To sleen my se^f / than been defouled thus 
I wol be trewe / vn to Ar^u^ei^agfus 
Or rather/ sleen my se^lf in som manere

s dide / Demociones doglii^er deere [Lam me, p 499]
By cause / fat she wolde nat defouled be

O
cedasus I it is ful gi-eet pitee Qe'dni,eriae'’s",;de«;:ua ‘

To reden / how thy doghtrefi deyde alias
That slowe hem s^^if / for swich manere cas

A
s greet a pitee was it/ or wel moore [Latin me, p. 499]

The Theban mayden / that for Nichanore 1432 
Hir seiuen slow / right for swich manere wo ■
Another Theban mayden / dide right so [Latin me, p. 499] 

ifor oon o:f Macidonye / hadde hire oppressed
She with hire deeth / hir maydenhede redressed 1436 
What shal I seye of M^icerates wyf [Lam note, p. 499]

That for swich cas / birafte hir sel.f hir lyf / 
How trewe eek" was / to Al^cebiades 

His loue / rather for to dyen chees 
Than for to suifre / his body vuburyed be 
JLo which a wyf / was A^ceste quod she 
What se^iih Omer / of goode Peualopee

Al Grece / knoweth of hire chastitee 1444
Pardee / of Lacedomya / is writen thus [L^t^nn note, p. 499]

That whan at Troie / was slayn PIotb^ese^a«s 
Ho lenger^/ wolde she lyue / after his day 
The same / of noble Porcia telle I may ' 

With oute Brutus / koude she nat lyue 
To whom she hadde / al hool hir herte yeue 
The parfit wyfhod of Art^hemesie [Litin no^e, p. 499]

Honored is / thurgh al the BaIbarie 1452
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521 SIX-TEXT
F. § 4. franklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

O
Teuta queene / tliy wyfl,y chastitee 
To alle wyues / may a Mirour bee

Tbe same thy’ig* / I seye of Bilyea 
Of Eodogone /und eek Valeria 
Il Thus pleyne Dorigene / a day or tweye 
Purposynge mei-e / that sbe wolde deye 
1T But natlielees / vpon the thridde njgti* 
Hoom cam Arueragus / tbis wortliy knyg^tf 
And asked hire / wliy that she weepe so soore 
And she gan wepen / euei' lenger the moore . 
1T Allas quod she / that eue?’e I was born 
Thus haue I seyd quod she / thus haue I sworn
And toold hym al / as ye ban herd bifore [ia«» «o(e, p. 499]
It nedeth natf relierce it yow namoofo
11 This housbonde / with glad chiere in freendly wyse 
Answerde and seyde / as I shal yow deuyse 1465S..
Is ther oglu elles Dorigen / but this ? Pe-if iss, back]
H May nay quod she / god helpe me so as wys 
This is to muche / and it were goddes wille 
H Ye w'yi quod he / lat slepen that is stille 
It may be wel / pat•auentute yet to day 
'Ye shul youre trouthe / holden by my fay 
ffor god so wisly / haue mercy Yp on nie 
I liadde wel leuere / ystiked for to be 
ffor oerraj" loue / which that I to yow haue 
But if ye sholde / youre troulhe kepe and saue 
Trouthe / is the hyeste thyng* pat man may kepe 
But with that word / he brast anon to'wepe 
And seyde / I yow forbede / op peyne deeth 
That ' neuere / whil thee lasteth / lyf ne bl■eel^l 
To no wighk telle thon of this auenture 
As I may b^^tf I wol my wo endure 
Ne make / no co:ntenance of heuynette 
That folk/ yow / may deinen harm or gesse 
H And forth / he cleped / a ■ squier and a mayde 
Gooth forth anon / with Dorigen he saydo
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^2 SIX-TEXT
GROUP F. § 4. franklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And liryngetli hire / to swicli a place anon 
They take Hr lene / and on liir wey they gon 
But they ne wiste / why she thider wente 
He nolde / no teilen his entente
IT Paranenture / an heepe of yow ywis 
Wol holden hym / a lewed man in this * 
That he wol putte / his wyf in lnpartie 
Herkneth the tale / er ye vp on Hr« crie 
She may haue bettre ffortu^ie / than yow semeth 
And whan fat ye han herd the tale / deineth 
This squier / which fat highte Aurelius

On Dorigen / that was so amorus 
Uf auenture / happed hire to meete 
Am^ydde the toun / right in the quykkest strete 
As she was bown / to goon the wey forth rig^tf 
Toward the gardyn / ther as she had Hg^^tf 
And he was / to the gardynward also 
ffor wel he spyed / whan she wolde go 
Out of hir hous / to any maner place 
But thus they mette / of auenture or grace 
And he saleweth hir^e / with glad entente 
And asked hire / whiderward she wente 
IT And she answerde / half as she were mat? 
Vn to the gairdyn / as myn housbonde had! 
My trouthe for to holde / allas / allas 
li Aurelius / gan wondren on this cas 
And in his berte / hadde greet compassion 
Of hire / and of hire lamentacion

And of Aruei^agus the w^^thy knyg^^tf 
That had hire holden / al fat she had hig^tf
So looth hym was / his ^f sholde hreke hir trouthe 
And in his berte / he caughte of this greet routhe 
Considerynge / the beste on eue-y syde 
That fro his lush yet were hym leuere ahyde 
Than dooii / so heigh a cherlyssh wrecchednesse 
Agayns franchise / and alle gentillesse
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523 SIX-TBXT
F. § 4. feanklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

ffor whicli / in fewe •nordes seyde he thus 
H Madame j seyethi to youre lord Arueragus 
That sith I se his grete gentillesse
To yow I and eek I se wel youre distresse 1528
That Mm were leuere han shame / and fat were routhe 
Than ye to me* / sholde hreke thus youre trouthe 
I haue wel leuere / euere to sufire wo 
Than I departe / the loue hitwix yow two
I yow relesse madame / in to youre hond!
Quyk euei'y ' saj’em^i^tf and euery bont^ 
That ye han maad to me / as heer hiforn 
Sith thilke tyme / which fat ye were horn 
My trouthe I plighte / I shal yow neue-'r repreue 
Of no hiheste / and heere I take my leue 
As the treweste / and the beste wyf/ 
That eue:re yek I knew in al my ly^t^/ 
But eu«ry wyf^/ be war hire biheeste
On Dorigene / remembreiih / atte leeste 
Thus kan a Squier/ doon a geiktii dede 
As wel as kan a knyght with outen drede 
IT She thonketh hym / vp on hir knees al bare 
And boom / vn to hir liousbon^e is she fare 
And tolde hym al / as ye haa herd me saved 
And be ye siker / he was so weel apayd! 
That it were inpossible / me to wryte 
What sholde I lenger / of this cas endyte
II Arueragus / and Dorigene his wyf
In souei^^^n blisse / leden forth hir lyf' 
H'^uere ne was ther Angre hem bitwene
He eherisseth hire / as though she were a queene 
And she was to hym / trewe for eucremoore 
Of thise folk / ye gete of me namoore

A
urelius / that his co^lf hath al forlorn

Curseth the tyme / fat euez-e he was born 
Allas quod he / allas that I bihighte 
Of pured gold / a thousand pound wighte 
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624 six^-^TExr
GiQUP F. § 4. franklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Vn to this Phil^osophre j how shal I do 
I se namoore / but that I am fordo 
Myn heritage / moot I nedes selle 
And been a beggere / heere may I nat dweUe 
And shamen / al my kynrede in this place 
But I o^ hym / may gete bettre grace 
But nathel^ees j I wole of hym assaye 
At cej-teyn dayes j yeer by yeer to paye 
And thanke hym / of his grete curteisye 
My trouthe wol I kepe / I wol nat lye 
IT With herte soo:r / he gooth vn to his cofre 
And .broghte gold / vn to this Philosophre 
The value / of fyue hundred pound I gesse 
And hym biseeheth of his gentillesse 
To graunte hym dayes the remenauwt' 
And seyde maister / I dar wel make auauwf 
I failled neuere / my trouthe as yd*
ffor sikei’ly / my dette shal be qu^ff 
Towardes yow / how euei^’e that I fare 
To goon a begged / in my kirtle bare 
But wolde ye vouche sauf/ vp on seuretee 
Two yeer or thre / for to respiten me 
Thanne were I wel / for elles moot I selle 
Myn heritage / ther is namoore to telle 
This Phij^osophre / sobre^ly answerde

And seyde thus / whan he thise wordes herde 
Haue I nak holden couenant vn to thee ? 
IiYes certes / wel and trewely quod he 
11 Hastow nat had ^^hy lady / as thee liketh ? 
11 Ho no quod he / and sorwefuUy he siketh 
H What was the cause / tel me if thou kan ? 
H Aurelius / his tale anon bigan 
And tolde hym al / as ye han herd bifoore 
It nedeth nat/ to yow reherce it moore 
H He seide / Ai^^eragus of gentillesse 
Hadde leuere dye / in sorwe / and in distresse
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525 SiX-TEXT

GROUP F. § . 4. franklin’s tale. Ellesmere MS.
Than fat his wy;f / ivee'e of hir trouthe fals 
The sorwe of Dorigen / he tolde hym als 
How looth hire was / to heen a wikked 
And fat she leuere had losk that day hir lyf 
And fat hir trouthe / she swoor thui^gfe l^r^^ocence 
She neuere ersO hadde herd speke of Apparence 
That made me han hire so greet pitee 
And rightias frely / as he sente hire me 
As frely / sente I hire to hym ageyn 
This al and som / ther is namoore to seyp,

This Phil^osophre answerde / leene brother 
Euerich yow / dide gentUly til oother 
Thou art a Squier / and he is a knygliO 
But god forhede / for his hlisful myg^^lf 
But if a clerk / koude doon a gei^iti^ dede 
As wel as any of yow / it is no drede 
i^ Sire / I releesse thee / thy thousand pound! 
As thou rigfit now / were cropen out of the ground! 
Ne "neuere er now / ne haddest knowen me 
ffor sire / I wol nat taken a peny of thee 
ffor al my ^^^f ne noghO for my trauaille 
Thou hask ypayed wel / for my vitaille 
It is ynogli / and farewel haue good day 
And took his hors / and forth he golih his way 
Lordynges / this questioii) thanne wolde I aske 

Which was the mooste fre as thynketh yow 
Now telleth me / er that ye ferther wende 
I kan namoore / my tale is at an ende 

IT Heere is ended the ffrankeleyns tale
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. 30? Atl^(^nieni^iu'?» tira^»tni cuw Phidonem necassent/ in co«- 

uiuio iilias eiws virgiaes ad se ve-mre iuss^iru^t & scsortoOWi- more 
nudari / ac super pauimenta patris sangwine cruentatas inpudicis 
gestibus ludere || que paulisper dissimulato dolore cum timuleutos 
co/miuas crrnerent quasi ad requisita nature egredientes inuicem 
se complexe priscsipitauerunt in puteum vt virginitatem morte ser- 
uari^nt/ [MS, leaf 133.]
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GEOUP C. PEAGMENT IV.
§ 1. THE DOCTOR’S TALE.

ELLESMERE MS. <

IT Heere folweth / the Phisiciens tale [o» 137J

her was / as telleth Titus Liuius 
A knygl^tf that was called Vii^giuius 
ffulfild I of honour / -^nd of worthy^n^esse 
And strong of freendes | and greet richesse 4

IT This kny^i? a doghter hadde hy his wyf | 
Ho children hadde he mo in al his lyf* 
ifair was this mayde / in excellent beautee 
Ahouen euei^^y wigh* that man may see 
ffor Nature | hath with soue-eyn diligence 
Yformed hire / in so greet excellence 
As though she wolde seyn | lo I Nature 
Thus kan I forme | and peynte a creature 
Whan that me list who kan me countrefete 
Pigmalion noght | though he ay forge and bete 
Or graue | or peynte | for I dar wel seyn 
Apell^es Zanzis / sholde werche in veyn 
Outher to graue / or peynte / or forge / or bete at?<i”y hSo“jo''le 
TJ i-r J ; 1. 1. L Zanze in lii»-o Tulij.If they presumed / me to countrefete 
ffor he that is the formere prZncipal ' 
Hath maked me / his vicaire general 
To forme and peynten erthely creaturis 
Eight as me lis* and eeh thj^ng* in my cure is 
Vjider the Moone / fat may wane and waxe 
And for my werl*^ right no thyng wol I axe
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304 SIX-TEXT
GROUP C. § 1. doctor’s tale. Ellesmerc MS.

My lord and I / been ful of oon accord 
I made hire / to the worships of my lord 
So do I / alie myne othere creatures
What colour that they han / or what figures 28
Thus semeiih me / that Nature wolde seye back]
IT This mayde of Age .xij. yeer was and tweye 
In which fat Nature / hadde swich del.it* 
ffor right* as she kan peynte a lilie whi* 
And reed a Eose / right vih swich peynture 
She peynted hath this noble creature 
Er she were bo^n / vp-on hir lymes fre 
Where as by right / swiche colours sholde be 
And Phebus dyed hath / hire treses grete 
Lyk to the stremes / of his burned heete 
And if fat excelhjn* was hire beautee 
A thousand foo].d / moore vei'tuous was she 
In hire / ne lakked no condicion 
That is to preyse / as by discrecion 
As wel in goost* as body / chast was she 
ffor which / she floured in virginitee 
With alie humylitee / and Abstinence 
With alie attemperaunce and pacience 
With mesure eek / of berynj* and array 
Discreet she was / in answeryng alway 
Though she were wise Pallas dar I seyn 
Hir facound eek / ful wo?»ma'nly a pleyn 
No co'^:ntrefeted termes / hadde she 
To seme wys / but after hir degree 
She spak/ and alie hire wordes moore and lesse 
Sownynge in vertu / and in gentillesse 
Shamefast she was / [in] maydens shamefastnesse 
Constant in herte / and euere in bisynesse 
To dryue hire / out ydel slogardye 
Eacus hadde of hire mouth / right no maistrie 
ffor wyn and youthe / doo1;h Venus encresse 
As man in fy^ / wol wasten oille or greesse
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GRouE C. § 1, Zdogtor’s'taeb. Ellesmere MS.

And of Mr owene vei’tu / vneonstreyned 
Slie hath ful ofte tj^me syk hire feyned 
ffor that she wolde fleen the compaignye 
Wheie likly was / to treten folye 
As is at feestes / reuels / and at daunces 
That beeu /. occasions daliaunees 
Swich thyng / m.aken.ehjidleen.O^E to.he. . .
To soone rype and’ hoold / as men, may se , .
"Vl^ich is.ful perilous / and hath heen yoore 
ffor al to soone / may they lerne loore 
Of hooldnesse / whan she woxen is a wyO 
IT And ye maistresses / in youre olde lyf 
That lordes doghtres / han .in gouwnance 
Ne taketh Of my wordes no displesanoe 
Thenketh /that ye been set in gouernynges 
Of lordes doghtres / oo^].y for two thynges 
Outhe:l / for ye han keph youre honestee 
Or elles / ye han falle in freletee
And knowen wel ynough the olde daunce 
And han forsaken / fully .swich meschaunce 
ffor eueremo / therfore for Cristes sake 
To teche hem vertu / looke pat ye ne slake 
11 A theef of venyson / that hath forlalRf 
His liker^ousnesse / and al lus olde cra^lf 
Kan kepe a -ffore^tf best o^ any man 
Now kepeth wel / for if ye wolde ye kan 
Looke wel / pat ye / vn-to no vice.assente 
Lost ye be dampned / for youre wikke entente 
ffor who so dooth / a traitour is ee^teyn 
And taketh kepe / of that Jrnt I shal seyn 
Of alle tresons / souereyn pestilence 
Is / whan a wig^tf bitrayseth Innocence 
H Ye fadres and ye moodres / eek also 
Though ye han children / be it oon or two 
Youre is the charge / of al hir surueiance 
dVhil pat they been / vnder youre gouernance 
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group C, § 1. doctor's tale. Ellesme:re MS.

Beth war / if by ensample / of youre lyuj^nge
Or by youre necligence / in chastisynge
That they pelisse / for I dar wel seye
If pat tbey doon / ye shul it deere abeye
Vnder a shepherde / softe and necligent
The wo:^:f / hath ma^iy a sbeepe and lamb to--^^e  ̂tf 
[ . . ........................................................

100

1O4

108

112

116

.................... .... no gap} in the J/S.] 
This mayde / of which I wol tbis taie exp?-esse

So kepte hir sellf hir neded no maistresse 
ffor in hir lyuyng* maydens myghten rede 
As in a book/ euery good word or dede 
That longeth to a mayden vert^uous 
She was so pruden* and so bouateuous 
ffor which / the fame / out sprong on euee-y syde 
Bothe of hir beautee and hir bouzetee wyde 
That thurgh that land / they preised hire echone 
That loued vertu / saue Enuye allone 
That soi-y is / oother menues wele Aumistinus
And glad is his sorwe / aiid his vnheele 
The doct^ornr / maketh this descripcioun 
This mayde vp-on a day / wente in the toun 
Toward a temple / with hire mooder deere 
As is / yonge maydens the manore 
IT hTo-w was ther thanne / a l^ustice in that toun 
That geue:rneur was / of that Eegioun 
And so bifel / this luge / hise eyen caste 
Vp-on this mayde / auysynge hym ful faste 
As she cam forby j ther as this luge stood! 
Anon / his herte chaunged and his mooij
So was he cauj^l^tf with beautee this mayde [Wif 138, backi 

And to hym se^f / fui pryuely ho sayde 
Tins mayde / shal be ^^n / for aiiy man 
i- Anon the feend / in-to his herte ran 
And taughte hym sodi^^^i^^y / pat lie by slyghte 
The mayden / to his purpos wynne myghte
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GROUP C. § 1. doctor’s tale. Ellesmeire MS.

ffor certes by no force / ne by no meede 
Hym thougbte / lie was natf able for to speede 
ffor sbe was stj^ong* of freendes / and eek slie 
Conformed was / in swicli sou<^?'a^-n bou?itee 
That wel he wiste / he myghte hire neuere wynne 
As for to maken hire / with hir body synne 
ifor which / by greet delibeiaciown 
He sente after a cheri / was in the toun 
Wh^ich post he knew / for subtil and for booled! 
This l^uge / vn-to this cherl / his tale hath toold! 
In secrese wise / and made hym to ensure 
He sholde teile if to no creature
And if he dide / he sholde lese his heed! 
Whan Jczt assented was / this cursed reedi 
Glad was this l^^ge / and maked hini greet cheere 
And yaf hym yiftes / pi'-^ciouse and deere 
IT Whan shapen was / al hire conspii'acie 
ifro point to point how pat his lecherie 
Paj^loui^ned sholde been ful sub^i^lly 
As ye / shul heere it after opcid.y
Hoorn goo^h the cherl / pat highte Claudius 
This false l^uge / that highte Ampins 
So was his name / for this is no fable 
But knowen / for historial thyng notable 
The sentence of it* sooth is out of doute 
This false l^uge / gooth now fiiste aboute 
To hasten his dehf al that he may 
And so bifel / soone after on a day 
This false l^uge / as telleth vs the storie 
As he was ivonf sat in his Consistorie 
And yaf his doomes / vp-on sond^’y cas 
This false cherl / cam forth / a fui greet pas 
And seyde lord / if pit it be youre wille 
As dooth me right/ vp-on this pitous bilie 
In which I plcyne / vp-on Vi^’^ginius 
And if pat he wol seyn / it is nat thus
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GROUP C. § 1. doctor's tale. EUesmei'e MS.

I wol it preeue / and fynde good witnesse 
That sooth is / that my bille wol expresse

The I^uge answerde / of this in his absence 
I may nat yeue / diifyny[tyjue seiitence 
Lat do hym calle / and I wol gladly heere 
Thou shalt haue al righ* and no wrong heere

Vii^g^inius / cam to wite the luges wille 
And right anon / was rad this cursed bille 
The sentence of it / was as ye shul heere 
IT To yow my lord! / sire Apijis so deere 
Sheweth youre poure seruant Claudius 
How that a knyght / called Virg^inius 
Agayns the lawe / agayn al equitee 
Holdeth expres / agayn the wyl of nje 
My seruant. which pat is nay thral by right 
Which fro myn hous / was stole vp-on a nyghit 
Whil pat she was ful yong* this wol I preeue 
Hy witnesse lord / so pat it nat yow greeue 
She nys his dogliter nat* what so he seye 
Wheifore / to yow / my lord the l^uge I preye 
yeld me my thral / if pat it be youre wille 
Lo / this was / al the sentence of his bille

'Virginius / gan vp-on the cherl biholde 
But hasiiily / er he his tale tolde 
And wolde haue preeued it* as sholde a knjghit 
And eek* by witnessjug* of many a wighit 
That it was fais / that seyde his Aducrsarie 
This cursed luge / wolde no thyng tarie 
He heere a word moore of Virg^inius 
But yaf his l^uj5g^em«^nt and seyde thus 
IT I deeme anon / this cherl his semant haue 
Thou shalt no lenger / in thyn hous hir saue 
Go bryng hire forth / and put hire in oure warde 
The cherl shal haue his thral / this I awardo 
IT And whan this worthy knyghtt Virginius 
Thurgh sentence / of this lustice Apius
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GROUP C. § 1. doctor's tale. EUesmee’e MS.

Moste by force / liis deere doghter yeuen 
Vn^-to the l^uge / in leoherie to lyuen 
He gooth hym hoom /and sette him in his halle 
And leet anon / his deere doghter calle 
And with a face deed / as asshen colde 
Vpon hir humble face / he gan biholde 
With fadres pitee / stikynge thurgh his herte 
Al wolde he / from his purpos nat conuerte 
Doglrter quod he / Vi^i^ginia / by thy nam.e

Ther been two weyes / outlier deeth or shame 
That thou most / suffre / alias ]a)t I was bore . 
ffor neu^^e / thou deseruecees^O wherfore . 
To dyen / with a sword / or with a knyf 
0 deere doghter/ endere o^ my lyf 
Wh:^ch I haue fostred.vp / with swich plesance 
That thou were neuere / out of my remembrance 
0 doghter / which Jat art my laste wo 
And in my ly:f my laste ioye also 
0 gewme o Chastitee in pacience 
Take thou thy deeeih / for this is my sentence 
ifor loue and nat for hate / thou most be deed? 
My pitous hand / moot smyten thyn heed! 
Allas / that euere Apius the say 
Thus hath lie fal^^y / l^ugged the to day 
And tolde hire al the cas / as ye bifore 
Han herd! j nat nedeth for to telle it moore 
Il 0 mercy deere fader / quod this mayde 
And w^t^jl that word / she both hir Ar^mes layde 
About his nekke / as she was wont to do 
The teeris / bruste out of hir eyen two 
And seyde / goods fader shal I dye 
Is ther no grace / is ther no remedye 
IT Ho certes / deere doghter myn quod he 
Il Thanne yif me leyser / fader myn quod she 
My deeth for to compleyno / a litel ’space 
ffor pa.rdee lepte yaf his doghter grace t rudicumcapiteio.xj.- 
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GROUP C. § 1. doctor’s tale. Ellcsmere MS.

flor to comp^leyne / er he hir slow alias 
And god it wootf no thyng was hii< trespas • 
But for she ran / hir fader for to see' 
To welcome hym / with greet solempnitee 
And wit7i that word / she fil aswowne anon 
And after/ whan hir swownyngi is agon 
She riseth vp / and to hir fader sayde 
Blissed he god / that I shal dye a mayde 
Yif me my deeth / er that I haue a shame 
Booth wit/i youre child! / youre wyl a goddes name 
IT And with that word / she prej^eid hym ful ofte 
That with his swerd / he wolde smj’te softe 
And wit^/i that word / aswowne doun she fil 
Hir fader / wit/i ful soirweful herte and wil 
Hir heed smi^ot* and hy the tope it hente
And to the l^uge / he gan it to presente 
As he sat y!? in doom in Consistorio 
And whan the l^r^ge it saugh / as seith the storie 
He bad to take hym / and anhange hym faste 
But right anon / a thousand pep^ledn thraste 
To saue the knyghtf for routhe and for pitee 
flor knowen was / the false Iniquitee 
The peple anon / hath suspei^tt oT. this thy^ng* 
By manere / of the cherles chalangynig* 
That it was / hy the assent of Apius 
They wisten wel / that he Was lecherus 
flor which / vn-to this Apius they gon 
And caste hym in a piTSioiEl right anon 
Ther as he slow hym sell* and Claudius 
That seruant was / vn-to this Apius 
And demed / for to hange vpon a tree 
But that Virginius / of his pitee 
So prej'de for hym I that he was exiled 
And elles certes / he had been bigyled 
The remenant were anhanged moore and lesse 
That were of this cursediiesse
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group C. § 1. doctor’s tale. Ellesmc:rc MS,

H
eere men may seen / how synne hath his mei^ite

Beth war / for no man wootf whom god wol amyte 
In no degree / ne in wflich manere wyse 
Tire worm of conscience / may agryse 
Of wikked lyf tliougli it so pryuee be 
That no inan / woot the^-<^tf but god and he 
ffor be he lowed man / or ellis lered!
Ile noot how seeno / pat he shal been afered 
Therfore I rede yow / this conseil take 
fforsaketh synne j er synne yow forsake
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G^tou,p C. § 2. DO(^i^<^’K-]?ABDoiNEK LINE. ’■.Ellesmere MS.

If The wordes of the Hoost' to the Phisicien and 
the Par^doner tS) _

288
vre Hoost gan to swere / as ' he were wood! 

Harrow quod he / hy nayles and hy blood! 
This was a fais cherl and a fals l^ustise 
As shameful deeth / as herte may deuyse

Come to thise false l^uges / and hire Aduocatz 
Al^gate / this sely mayde / is slayn alias 
Alikas /to deere boughte ' she boautee ■■ ■ - -
"Vherre^re I seye / al day / as men may see 
That yiftes o^ ^frrtunr and of Nature 
Been cause of deeth / to many a creature 
[...........................................................

292

296

..............................no gap in the Ai]>S'.] 
Of bothie yiftes / that I speke of now

• Men han ful ofte / moore for harm than ju-ow 
IT But trewely / myn owene maister deere 
This is / a pitous tale for to heere 
But nathelees / passe ouer / is no fors 
I pray to god / so sane thy geen^-.i! cors 
And eek/ thyne vrynals / and thy l^uldonrs 
Thyn ypocras / and eek thy Galiones 
And euery boyste / ful of thy irtuarie 
God blesse hem / and oure lady Seint Marie 
So moot I theen / thou art a propre man 
And lyk a pjelab by Seint Ronyan 
Seyde I nat wel / I kan nat speke in terme 
But wel I wook thou doost myn herte to erme 
That I almoost/ haue cai^^j^lhf a Cardynacle 
By corpus bones / but I haue triade
Or elles a draughte / moyste and co:r.ny Ale
Or but I hrrrr anon / a myrie tale
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GROUP C. 2. DOCTOR-PARDONEB LINK. EUcsi^ere MS. ,

Myn lierte is los* for pitee of this mayde 
Thou heel amy / thou Par^doner he sayde 
Telle v.s soru myrthe / or Tijjes right anon 
IT It shal be doon quod Ipe / by Seint Eony^on) 
But first quod he / heere at this Ale .stake 
1 wol bothe drynke / and eten of; a Cake 
IT And right anon / the gentils gonne to crye 
Nay / lat hym telle vs o^ no ribaudye 
Telle vs som moral thy^ig* pat we may leere 
Som wif* and thanne wol we gladly heere 
IT I graunte ywis quod he / but I moot thynke 
Vp-on som honeste thy^j^g* while pat I drynke
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314 SIX-TEXT
GROUP C. § 3. pardoner’s preamble. Ellesmere MS.

140, Adc^A j
1T Heere folweth the Prologe of the Par^doners tale

IT Radix malorwm es* Cupiditas Ad Thimotheum .6”

L
Ordynges quod he / in chircbes / whan I preclie 
I peyne me / to han an hauteyn speehe 
And rynge it ^^it as round as goo^h a belle 
ffor I kan / al by rote that I telle 

My theme is alwey oon / and euere was 
Radix malorwm est Cupiditas 
First I pronounce / whennes fat I come

And thanne my bulles / shewe I alle a)id some 
Oure lige lordes seel / on my patente 
That shewe I l^rstt my body to warente 
That no man be so boold / ne preest ne 
Me to destourbe / of Cristes hooly woi^k* 
And after thait thanne telle I forth my tales 
1 BuUes popes ' and of Cardynales [

Of Patriarkes / and bishoppes I shewe 
And in latyn / I speke a wordes fewe 
To saffron with my pl^cdieacion 
And for to stire hem / to deuocion 
Thanne shewe I forth'/ my longe ^^istal stones 
Yelammcd ful of cloutes and of bones 
Relikes been they / as wenen they echoon 
Thanne haue [I] in latoii a sholder boon 
Wl^ich that was / an hooly l^ewes sheepe
Goode men I seye / taalt of my wordes keepe 
If that this boon / be wasshe in any welle 
If Cow / or Callf or Sheepe / or Oxe swelle 
That any worm hath ete / or worm ystonge 
Taak water of that welle / and wassh his tonge 
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GKOJP C. § 3. pae^i^onek’s preamelj^. Ellesmere MS.

And it is hool anon / and fortliermoor 
pokkes / and of soabbe / and eue//r soor

Sbal eueiry sheepe be bool / fat of tliis welle 
Drynketh a draughte / taiJ? kepe eek what I teile 
f If that the goode man / tbat the beestes oweth 
Wol euery wyke / er that the Cok hym croweth 
fifastynge drinke / of this welle a draughte 
As thilke hoo^y lew / oure eldres taughte 
Hise beestes and bis stoor shal multiplie 
f And sire / also / it hooloth ]^a^:^ousio 
ffor though a man / be faUe in la^^ous rage 
Lat maken / with this water his potage 
And neuere slial he moore / bis wy:f mystriste 
Thougb he the soothe / of hir defaute wiste 
Al had she / taken proostes / two or thre 
11 Heere is a Miteyn eek/ that ye may se 
Ho fjia-fc his hand wol putte in this Mitayn 
Ho shal haue / mulf^i^pliy^i^i* of his grayn 
"Vhan he hath sowen / be it whete or Otes 
So -fiftt he oiifre / pens / or elles grotes 
11 Goode men and wonzmen / o thyng warne I yow 
If any wight / be in this chirche now 
That hath doon synne horrible fat he ' 
Bar nat for shame / it yshryuen be 
Or any womman / be she yong or old! ‘
Tliat hath ymaked / Jiii' housbonde CokewoltF 
Swich folld shal haue no power ne no grace 
To' offren / to my relikes in this place 
And who so fyndeth hym / out of swich fame 
They wol come vp / and offre on goddes name 
And I asso^lle hem / by the Auctoritee 
W^hich that by bulle / ygraunted was to me 
H By this gaude / haue I wonne / yeer by yeer 
All hundred ^^rrt sith I was Pai'doner
I stonde lyk a clerld in my pulpetf
And whan the leived peple / is doun yself 
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GROUP C. § 3. pardoner’s preamble. Ellesmere MS.
I preche so / as ye han herd hifoore 
And telle / an hundred false l^apes moore 
Thanne peyne I rue / to strecche forth the nekke 
And Est and West vp-on the peple I hekke 
As dooth a dowue / sittynge / on a herne 
Myne handes and my tonge goon so yerne 
That it is ioye / to se my hisynesse 
Of Auarice / and of swich cursednesse 
Is al my prechjnif* for to make hem free 
To yeuen hir pens / and namely vn-to me 
ffor myn entente / is nat but for to wy’nne 
And no thy^ng* for correccion synne
I rekke neuere / whan they been heryed 
Though fat hir soules / goon a hlakeberyed 
Ifor certes / many- a predicacion 
Coi^th ofte tyme / yuel entencion 
Som for plesance of folk/ and flaterye 
To been auaunced / by ypocrisye 
And som for veyne glorie / and som for hate 
ffor whan / I dar noon oother weyes debate 
Thanne wol I stynge hym / yth my tonge smerte 
In prechyng / so that he shal nat asterte 
To been defamed falsly / if that he ’ 
Hath trespased / to my hretheren / or to me 
ffor though I telle noght / his p?’opre name 
Men shal wel knowe / that it is the same 
By signes / and by othere circumstances 
Thus quyte I fol^l* that doon vs displesances 
Thus spitte I out my venym / vnder hewe 

hoolynesse / to semen hooly and trewe 
IT But shoi-tly myn entente I wol deuyse 
I pi'eche of no thy^r^g* hut for couej^-tyse 
Therfore / my theme is yet* and euere was 
Radix malo»mm est. Cupiditas 
Thus kan I preche j agayn that same vice 
Which fat I vse j and that is Auai^ice 
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GROUP C. § 3. pardoner’s preamble. Ellesmere Mi.

But though my self/ be gilty in that synne 
Yet kan I maken / ooither follk to tWynne 
ifiom Auarioe / and soore to repente 
But that is nat/ my principal entente 
I preche no thj^ng’ hut for coueitise 
Of this mateere / it oghte ynogh suffi.se 
IT Thanne telle I hem / ensamples manj^ oon ' 
Of olde stories / longe tyme agoon 
ffor lewed peple / louen tales olde 
Swiche thynges / kan they wel reporte and holde 
What trowe ye / the whiles I may preche 
And Wynne / gold and siluer / for I teche 
That I wol lyue in pouerte wilfully 
Nay nay / I thoghte it neuere trewely 
ffor I wol preche / and hegge in sondry landes 
I wol nat* do no labour/ with myne handes 
Ne make baskettes / and lyue therby 
By cause / I wol nat beggen yd^^ly 
I wol noon / the Apostles countrefcte 
I wol haue moneie / wolle chese and whete 
A1 were it yeuen / of the pouereste page 
Or of the pouereste wydwe / in a -^i^llage 
A1 sholde ■ hir ' children sterue / for famyne 
Nay / I wol drynke / lic^^r of the -i’ne 
And haue a ioly wenche / in eue:ry toun 
But herkneth lordynges in conclusioun 
H Toure likyng is / that I shal telle a tale 
Now / haue I dronke a draughte of co:rny ale 
By god / I hope / I shal yow telle a thyng^ 
That shal by reson) / been at youre liky^ig^ 
ifor though my-self' be a ful vicious man 
A moral tale / yet I yow telle kan • 
Which I am wont to preche / for to Wynne 
Now hoold youre pees / my tale I wol bigynne
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Heere bigynneth the Pardoner.s tale (;>
[on Zea^W2]

I
H fflaundres whilom was a compaignye 

Of yonge folk/ that haunteden folye 
As Eiok hasai^c* / stywes / and Tauernes . 
Wl^ere / as / with harpes / lutes and Gyter^nes 

They daunce / and pleyen at dees / hothe da;y and nyg^tf 
And eten also / and drynken ouer hir myght / 
Thurgh which / they doon the deuel sacrifise 

Wi^t^h^-Inne that deueles temple in cursed wise 
By superf^uytee ahhomynahle 
Hir othes / been so grete and so dampnable 
That it is grisly / for to heere hem swere 
Oure blissed lordes body / they to-tere 
Hem thoughte / pat l^ewes / rente hym noght ynough 
And ech of hem / at otheres synne lough 
And right anon / thanne comen Tomhesteres 
ifetys and smale / and yonge ffrutesteres 
Syngefes vith harpes / Baudes / wafereres 
Wl^:^che been / the verray deueles OIiIeeres 
To kyndle and blowe / the fyr of lecherye 
That is annexed vn-to glotonye 
The ho^^y wrU^/ take I to my witnesse 
That luxurie / is in wyn and dlonkenesse
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Lo how pit dronken Booth vnkyndely Kv'o'(^^tSh^'^aX.n”'i' 

Lay by hIse doghtres two vnwityngly 
So dronke he was / he nyste what he wroghte 
IT Herodes / who so / wel the stories soghte 
[...........................................................
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489Whan he wyn / was rejile^f* at his feeste 

EighV at his owene table / he yaf his heeste 
lO sleen the Baptist l^ohn / ful giltelees 
IT Smf^o* seith a good word doutelees 

, He seith / he kan no difflrlnol fynde 
Bitwix a man / that is out of his mynde • 
And a man / which that is dronkelewe 
But that woodnesse / fallen in a shrewe 
Plrsluereth longer/ than dooth dronklnlsse 
0 glotonye / fid of cursednesse 
0 cause firs* of oure confusion 
O original / of oure dampnacion 
Til Crist/ hadde boght vs / with his blood- agayn 
Lo I how dure / shoi^-t^ly for to sayn 
A^boght was / thilke cursed vileynye 
Corr^upt* was al this w^^ld for glotonye 
H Adam oure fader / and his wy^ also 
ffro Paradys /- to labour and to wo 
Were dryuen for that vice / it is no drede 
ffof- whil fat Adam fasted / as I rede 
Hi wos in Paradys / and whan fat he ® 
Eet of thl fruy(^/ dlf^'endld on thl tree 
Anon he wa-s out cast* to wo and peyne 
O glotonye / on thee wel oghte vs pleyne 
O wiste -a man / how manye maladyes 
ffolwen of excesse / and of glotonyes 
Hi wolde been / the moore mesurable 
Of his diete / sittynge at his table 
AUas / the shorte throte / the tendre mouth 
Maketh fat Est^ and Wi^it* and North and South 
In Erthe / in Eir / in water/ man to sw'ynke 
To gete a gloton / deyntee mete and drynke 
Of this matilrl / o Paul wel kahstow trete 
Mete vn-to wombe / and wombe nk* vn-to mete f e®™ 'enri 
Shal god destroyon bothe / as Paulus seith 
Al^as / a foul thyng is it/ by my feith
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528
0 Ad ^tilipenses 
c-<npitulQ .3®

532

536

To seye this word / and fouler is the dede 
Whan man so drynketh / of tlie white and rede 
That o^ his throte / he maketh his pryuee 
Thurgh thilke cursed supe^’fluitee 
IT The Apostel wepj'ng* seith ful pitously
Ther walken manye / whiche yow toold haue I 
I seye it now wepyngi with pitous Toys 

Ther heen enemys of Cristes ■ croys 
Of whiche the ende is dee^h / womhe is hir god 
0 womhe / o. be^y / o. stynkyng Cod 
ffulfilled of donge / and of corrupcioun 
At either ende of thee / foul is the soun 
How greet labour/ and co.stf is thee to fynde
Thise Cookes / how they stampe / and streyne and grynde 
And turnen substaunce in-to Ace^^^i^tf 
To fuliillen / al thy likerous talen* 
Out of the harde hones knokke they 
The mary / for they caste noght a-wey 
That may go thurgh the gole* softe and swoote 
Of spicerie / of lecf / and hark* and roote 
Shal heen his sauce ymaked by delit* 
To make hym yet* a newer appetti* 
But ce>'tes / he that haunteth swiche delices
Is deed / whil fat he lyueth in • tho vices “'ortuusest g^g
IT A Iccherous thynij* is wyn and dronkenesse cJn-
Is ful stryuy^i^j* and wreccliednesso tnmeiiosa ennetaa
0 dronke man / disfigure is thy face 
Sour is thy breeth / foul artow to embrace . 
And thurgh thy dronke nose / semetthi the soun 
As though thou seyde.s* ay Sampsoun Samjatsou?;, 
And yet god woot^ Sampsou-« drank neue^'e no wyn 
Thou fallest/ as it were a styked s^vyn 
Thry tonge is lost/ and al thyn honeste cure 
flor dronkenesse / is verray sepulture 
Oi mannes wit* and his discrecion
In whom pit drynke hath dominacion
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He kan no eonseil kepe / it is no drede 
Now kepe yow / fro tke white and fro the rede 
And namely / fro the white wyn o^ lepe 
That is to seile / in ifyssBstrete / or in Cliepe 
This wyn o^ Spaigne / erep^th suht^J^Hy 
In othere wynes / growynge faste hy 

whieh ther ryseth swieh fumositee
That whan a Klan hath dronken draughtes thre 
And weneth / that he be at hoom in Chepe 
He is in Spaigne / right at the tonne of lepe 
Hat at the Eoehele / ne at Burdeux toun 
And thanne wol he seye / Sampso?m Sampsown • - 
Il But herkneth lordes / o word I yow preye 
That alle the soue'eyn Aetes dar I seye 
Of vietories / in the olde test^s^nn^n* 
Thurgh verray god / f«t is OInuipot^en* 
Were doon in Abstiueuee / and in proyoro 
Looke'th the Bible / and ther ye may it leere 
IT Looke Attilla the grete Conquerour 
‘Deyde in his sleepe / wztA shame and diskonour 
Bledynge ay at his no^se in dronkenesse 
A Capitayn / sholde lyue in sobrenesse 
And ouei^' al this / auyseth yow right wel 
"^liat was eomaunded / vn to Lamwel iIN«li»inund.■u■e 584 
Hat Samuel / but Lamwel seye I 
Eedeth the Bible / and fynde it expre^^y 
Of wyn yeuy^i^j* to hem J^ut han l^ustise 
Hamoore of this / for it may wel suffise 
AHd now I haue spoken of Glotonye

How wol I yow / deJfeudeu hasardrye
Hasard / is verray mooder of lesynges 
And of deeeite / and eursed forswerynges “S t 
Bdaspliemyng of enss* manslaughtre and wast* also 
Of eatel and tyme / and forthermo
It is repreeue / and eontrarie of hon(^?w 
lior to ben liolde / a eommune hasardour
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And euer the hyer/ he is of esitaf^tf 
The meere / is he helden desc^lio^ff 
If that a Prynce / vseth hasaicdrye 
In alle geuernafice and pelicye 
He is / as hy cemmune epiniefl 
Yhelde the lasse / in reputacion 
f Stilhefi / that was a wys einbassadeur 
Was sent te Cerynthe / in fui greet bono^^^r 
ffre Lacidemye / te maken liire Al^iaxurnce 
And whan he cam / hym bapped[e] par chauwee 
That alle the gretteste / that were ef that lend! 
P^eyynge atte hasard! / he hem fend 
ffbr which / as seene / as it myghte he 
He stai hym heem agayn / te his centree 
And seyde / ther wel I nat lese my nam.e 
He I wel nat take en me se greet defame 
Yew fer te allie / vn-te nene hasardeurs 
Sendeth j ethefe wise Embassadeurs 
fier hy . my treuthe / me were leuere dye 
Than I yew sholde / te hasardeurs ^lye 
ffer ye that heen / se glerieus in heneurs 
Shul nat allyen yew / with hasardeui-s 
As hy my wyl / ne as hy my tretee 
This wise Pbi^l^esepbre / thus se^de hee 
IT Leeke eek* that the kyng* Demetllus 
The kyng ef Parthes as the heek seith vs 
Sente him / a paire ef dees geld in scern
ffer he hadde vsed / hasard! ther-bifOT?n 
ffer which / he heeld his glerie / er his reneun 
At ne value / er reputacibun 
Terdes may fynden / be^;be^ maner pley 
Heneste ynengh / te dryue the day awey
New wel I speke / ef btbes false and grete J of su-ciyng &

■ ' ° fMsweryjigi

A wo:rd or two ■ / as olde hookes trete

Grot swe:ryng is a thym g* abhominahle 

j^D^d fals sweryng' is yet mooro repreuahle
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The heighe god / forhad swcrj^i^<;* at al MUte ommino lu'rai-a'

on Mathew / but in special
Of swc^i;vlg* seith the hoo^y l^e]^emye 
Thon shalt seye soo^h thyne otlies and nat lye 
And swere in doom / and eek in rightwisnesse 
But ydel swcrynigi is a cursednesse 
Bihoold and se / that in the firste table 
Of heighe goddes heestes honurahle 
Hou / that the seconde heeste / of hym / is this 
Take nat my name / in ydel or amys 
Lo rather he forbedeth swich swervulg* 
Than homycide / or any cursed thyn'* 
I seye / that as by ordre / thus it stondeth 
This knoweii / that hise heestes vnderstoiidotli 
How pat / the seconde heeste of god is tha* 
And farther oue:r / I wol thee telle al plaff 
That vengeance / shal nat parten from his bous 
That of hise othes / is to outrageous 
By goddes precious berte / and by his nayles 
And by the blood of Cristf that is in Haylcs 
Seuene is my chaunce / and thyn is cynlg a7id trcye 
By goddes Armes / if thou falsly pleye 
This daggers / shal thnrghrout thyn herto go 
This fruyt comcth / of fhe bicched bones two 
i^orswel^V^I^g* Ire / falsnesse / Homycide 
jTow for the loue of Crif^sf pa for vs dyde 
Lete youre othes / bothe grete and smale 
But sires / now wol I telle forth my taie 
THise Eiotours thre / of whiche I telle

Longe e^f^sf er prime rong of any belle 
Were set hem / in a Taueme to drynke 
And as they satf they herde a belle clynke 
Biforn a cors / was earied / to his graue 
That oon of hem / gan callen to his knfueeT 
Go bet quod he / and axe redily 
What cors is this / Jiat passeth heer forby 

ELLESMERE 381 (6-T. 323)

652

656

660

664

668

    
 



324 sixxttxt
GROUP C. § 4. pardoner’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

672

676
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684
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And looke / pat thou reporte his name weel 
IT Sii^e quod tliis boy / it nedetli neueradeel 
It was me toold / er ye cam heer two houres 
He was par^dee / an old felawe youres
And sode;^;nly / he was yslayn 
fior-dronke / as he sat on his bench vpiightf 
Ther cam a pnu^ee theef/ men elepeth deetB 
That in this contree / al the pepile sleetB 
And wit^ his spere / he smoot his herte atwo 
And wente his wey / with-outen wordes mo 
He hath / a thousand slayn this pestilence 
And maister / er ye come in his pr^esenee 
Me thynketh / that it were necessarie 
ifor .jfcb be war / of swich an Aduersarie 
Be’tth redy / for to meete hym eueremoore 
Thus taughte me my dame / I sey- namoore 
By seinte Marie seyde this Tauemer
The child se:^ifch sooith. / for he hath slayn this yeer 
Henne ouer a Mile / with-Inne a greet vil^a^ge 
Bothe man and womman / chiild and hyne / and page 
I trowe / his habitacion be there
To been auysed / greet wysdom it were 
Er thatf he dide a man / a dishonour 
ITYe goddes Aimes / quoi^. this Eiotour 
Is it swich pe:ril / with hym for to meete ?
I shal hym seke / by wey and eek by strete 
I make anow / to goddes digne bones 
Herkneth felawes / we thre been al ones 
Bat ech of vs / holde vp his hand til oother 
And ech vs / bicomen otheres brother 
And we wol sleen / this false traytoar deetB 
li^e shal be slayn / which pat so manye slcctB 
By goddes dignitee / er it - be nygBt/

Togidres handhise thre / hir trouthes plig^-^ 
To lyue and dyen / ech hem for oother 
As thiugB he were / his owene yborn brother
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And vp they stirte / and dronken in this rage 
And forth tkey goon / towardes that village 
Of which the Tauerner/ hadde spoke bifom 
And ma^^ a grisly ooth / ' thanne han they sworn 
And Cristes hlessed hody / they to-rente
Deeth shal he deed / if that they may hym hente 
T Whan they han goon / nat fully h^^ a Mile 
Eight as they wolde / han troden ouer a stile 
An oold man and a poure / wit/i hem mette 
This olde man / ful me:ke'^;y hem grette 
And seyde thus / now lordes / god yow see 
IT The prondeste / of thise Eiotours three 
Answerde agayn / what carl wit^Zi so^ grace 
Why artow / al forwrapped saue thy face ?
Why lyuestow so longe / in so greel; age ? 
f This olde man / gan looke in his visage 
And seyde thns / for I ne kan nat fynde 
A man / though fat I walked in to ynde 
Noithor in Citee / nor in no Vi^l^age 
That wolde chaunge / his youthe for myn Age 
And therfore / moot I lian myn Age stille 
As longe tyme / as it is goddes wille 
11 Ne deeth alias / ne w^^ nat hau my lyl* 
Thus walke I / lj'lv' a resteloos kaitjrf 
And on the grou:n(J / which is m;y moodres gate 
I knokke with my staf / hothe ^^ly and late 
And seye / leeue mooder/ leet me In 
Lo how I vanysshe / flessh and hlooiS and skyn 
A^l^as / whan shul / my hones heen at reste 
Mooder / with yow / wolde I chaunge my ohosto 
That in my chambre / longe tyme hath be 
Ye for an heyre clo'^^tf to ivrappe me 
But yet to me / she wol nat do that grace 
ifor which / ful pale / and welked is my face 
IT But sires to yow / it is no curteisye 
To speken / to an old man vileynye
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But he trespasse / in word / or elles in dede 
In hoo^y w'l'i* ye may your self wel rede 
Agayns an oi^^ld man / ho^^ vpon his heed 
Ye sholde arise / wherfore I yeue yow reed 
He dooth vn-to an oold man / noon . harm now 
Namoore than pat ye wolde / men did to yow 
In age / if that ye so longe ahyde 
And god he with yow / where ye go or ryde 
I moote go thider / as I haue to go 
If Nay olde eherl / by god thou shalt nat so 
Seyde this oo'ther hasardour anon 
Thou partest pat so lightly / by Seint lohn 
Th<5u spak* right/ now / of thilke traytoa'r deeth 

. That in this contree / alle oure freendes sleeth 
Naue heer my trouthe / as thou art his espye 
Telle where he is / or thou shalt it abye 
By god / and byAhe ho^^y saeremen* •
ifor sool^l^l.y / thou art oon of his assent* 
To sleen vs yonge folk / thou false th^ei;* 
If Now sires quod he / if pat ye be so lee:P 
To fynde deeth. / tume vp this croked wey 
ffor in that groue / I--lafte hym by my fey 
Vnder a tree / and there he wole abyde 
Noglit for youre boosh he wole him no thyng hyde 
Se ye that ook* right there ye shal hym fynde 
God saue yow pat boghte a^ayn mankynde 
And yow amende / thus seyde this olde man 
And euerich / of thise Eiotours ran 
Til he cam to that tree / and ther they foundo 
Of floryns fyne of go^d ycoyned rounds 
Wel ny an .viij. busshels / as hem thoughte 
No lenger thanne / after deeth they soughte 
But ech of hem / so glad was that sighte 
ifor pat the floryns / been so faire and brighte 
That doun they sette hem / by this precious heerd 
The worsle of hem / he spak the firstc word
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IT Bretheren quod lie- / taak kepo wliat I seye 
My wit is grei^tf tkougli pat I bourde and ploye 
TMs tresor / hath ifortune vn-to vs yeuen 
In myrthe and l^oli^i^t^ee / oure lyf to lyuen 
And lighl^ly as it eomth / so wol we spende 
Ey goddes precious dignitee / who wende 
To-da^y / tbat we skolde han so fair a grace 
But mygbte this gold / be earied fro tbis place 
Hoorn to myn bous / or elles vn-to youres 
ifor wel ye wo^ii pat al tbis gold is cures 
Tiianne were we / in beigb felieitee 
But trewely / by daye it may nat bee 
Men wolde seyn / pat we were tbeues strongo 
And for oure owene tresor/ doon vs honge 
Tbis tresor / moste yearied be by nygbto 
As wisely / and as slyly / as it mygbte 
Wl^erfore I rede / pat Cut among vs allo 
Ee drawe / and lat se / wber tbe Cut wol falle 
And be pat batb tbe Cut* witb berte blitbe 
Sbal renne to towne / and tbat fui switbe 
And brynge vs broed and wyn / fui prlu(^dy 
And two vs / sbul kepen sub(^:illy. 
Tbis tresor wel / and if be wol nat tarie 
Wban it is ny^gh.t* we wol tbis tresor earie 
By oon assent / wbere a.s vs thynketb best* 
Tbat oon bem / tbe Cut hregbte in bis fosk 
And bad bym drawe / and looke wbere it wol falle 
And it fil / on tbe yongeste of bem alle 
And fortb toward tbe toun / be wente anon 
And al so soone / as tbat be was gon 
Tbat oon spak thus / vn-to tbat oother 
Tbow knowest wel / thou art my sworn brotber 
Tby pl^o^itk wol I teile thee anon 
Thou woost wel / tbat oure felawe is agon 
And beere is gold / and tbat fui greet plentee 
Tbat sbal departed been / among vs thre
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Eut nathelees / if I kan shape it so . 
Tliat it departed were / among ys two 
Hadde I nat doon / a freendes torn to thee ? 
IT That oother answerdo / I nw^t' hou that may ke 
He woot* how that the gold is with vs tweye 
'Whaft sha]l we doon / what shal we to hym seye ? 
11 Shal it he conseid / seyde the firste shrewe f 
And I shal teilen / in a wordes fewe 
What we shal doon / and hryngen it Wel ahoute

■ 11 r graunte quod that oolther / out of doute 
That by my trouthe / I shal thee nat hiwreye 
H How quod the firste I thou woost wcl we he t^weye 
And two of VS / shul strenger he than oon 
Looke whan fat he is sek that right anoon 
Arys / as though thou woldesk wit/i hym pleye 
And I shal / ryue hym / thurgh the sydes tweye * 
Whil that thou strogelest with hym / as in game 
And with thy daggere / looke thou do the same 
An4 thanne / shal al this gold / departed he 
My deere freend / bitwixen me and thee 
Thanne may we / bothe oure lustes aH fulfille 
And pleye at dees / right at oure owene wille 
And thus / acorded been thise shrewes tweye 
To sleen the’thri^dde / as ye han herd me seye 
1T This yongeste / which fat wente vn-to the toun 
fful ofte in berte / he rolleth vp and doun 
The beautee of thise floryns / newe and hrighte 
0 lord quod he / if so were fe^it I myghte 
Haue al this tresor / to my .self alione .
Ther is no man / pat lyueth vnder the trone 
Of god ! that sholde lyue so murye as I '
And atte laste / the feend oure enem;y 
Putte in bis thoughk fat he sholde poyson beye 
With which / he myghte / sleen hise felawes tweye 
ffoi' why / the feend foond hym in swich lyuynge 
That he hadde leue / hem to sorwe brynge
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ffor this was out^re^ly / his fulle entente 
I'o slcen hem bothe / and neuere to repente 
And forth he gooth / no lenger wolde he tarie 
Into the toun / vn-to Apothecarie 
And preyde hym /Jizt he hym wolde selle 
Som poyson) / pat he myghte hise rattes quelle 
And eek ther was / a polcc^tf in his hawe 
That as he seyde / hise capons hadde yslawe 
And fayn he wolde / wreke hym / if he mygSte 
On ve?u^;yn / pat destroyed hym by nyghte 
IT The Pothecarie answerde / and thou shalt haue 
A thy^i^g* that al so god my soule saue ' 
In al this worl^cJ / ther is no creature 
That eten or dronkon hath / of this conf.ture 
lJlegm^/ but the montance a corn of whete
That he ne shal / his lif anon forlete 
Ye. sterne he shal / and that in lasse while 
Than thou welt goon a paas / nat but A Mile 
This poyson / is so strong and violenif 
TT This cursed man'/ hath in his hond yhen* 
Tliis poyson in a box / and sith he ran 
In-to the nexte strete / vn-to a man 
And borwed hym / large boteis thre 
And in the two / his poyson poured he 
The thr^iddo he kepte clene / for his owene drynko 
ifor al the nyglit/ he shoope hym for to swynke ' 
Tn cariynge of the gold / out of that place 
And whan this Eiotour^/ with sory grace
Hadde filled with wyn / hise grete boteis thre n«if i«^, b.ick] 
To hise felawes / agayn repaireth he 
TT "Yliat nedeth if to sermone of it moore 
ffor right so / as they hadde cast his deeth bifoore 
Eight so they han hym slayn / and that anon 
And whan pat this was doon / thus spak that oon 
How lat VS sitte and drynke / and make vs meric 
And afterward / we wol his body berie
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330 SIX-TEXT
M^oup C. § 4. paedonek's tale. EUes;^<^jre MS.

And with that word / it happed hym par cas 
To take the hotel / thor the poyson) was 
And drank? and yaf his felawe drynke also 
ifor whicli anon / tkey storuen hothe two 
11 But certes I suppose / that Aujcjeii) 
Wi^oot neuere in no Canon) / ’ ne in ho fen) 
Mo wonder signes / • of einpoisonyng' 
Tlian hadde thise wrecches two / er hir endyngi 
Thus ended heen / thise homycides two 
And eek* the false empoysonere also 
IT O cursed "synne / of alle cursednesse 
O traytours homycide .o. wikkednesse 
0 glotonye / luxurie / and hasardrye 

. Thon hlasphemoMr of Cristf with vil^eynye 
And othes grete / of vsage / and of piido 
Allas mankynde / how may it hitide 
That to thy creatour / which fat the wroghte 
And with his precious herte-hlood thce hoglite

■ Thon art so fais / and So vnkynde allas
H Kow goode men / god ioryeue yow yoiire trespas 90^-
And ware yow / fro the synne of Auarice 
Myn hooJly pa?-ion / may yow aile warice 
So fat ye offre / nohles / or sterlynges 
Or elles siluer hroches / spoones / ryngcs 
Boweth youre heed / vnder this hooly hulle 
Com vp ye wyues / offreth youre wolle
Youre names / I entre heer/ in my rolle anon 
In-to the hlisse of heuene / shul ye gon 
I yow assoille / hy myn heigh power 
Yow fat wol olfre / as clene and eek as cleer 
As ye were horn / and lo sires thus I preche 
And Ihesu crisk that is oure soules leche 
So graunte yow / his pardon to receyue 
ffor that is hesk I wol yow nak deceyue 
But sires / o. word / forgak I in my taie

I haue Kclikes / and pardon in my male
• ELLESMEUE 388 (CT. 330)
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331 SIX-TEXT
GROUP C. § 4. pardoner’s tale. Ellesmei’e MS.

As faire / as any man in Engelond! 
W:^^^che were me j^e^n^en / by tire popes ' honct 
If any yow / wole deuocion 
Offren / and han myn Ahsolucioii 
Cora forth anon / and kneleth heere adoun 
And meke^ly / receyueth my pardoun 
Or elles / taketh pardon / as ye wende 
Al newe and fressh / at euei-y Miles ende. 
So fat ye offren / alwey newe and newe 
ISobles or pens / whiche fat he goodo and trewe 
It is an honour / to euerich that is heer 
That ye mowe haue / a suffisant Pardoncer 
TassoiUe yow / in contree as ye ryde 
ffor auentures / whiche fat may hityde 
Pa'rauenture / ther may fallen / oon or two 
Douh liis hors / and hreke his nekke atwo 
Looke which a seuretee / is it to yow alle 
That I am / in youre felaweshipe yfalle 
That may a.sso:llle yow / hothe moore and lasso 
Whan fat the soule / shal fro the body passe 
I rede / fat oure boost heere shal bigynne 
ffor he is / moost envoluped in synne 
Com forth sire hoo^ff and offro first anon 
And thou sh^llf lusse / my Eelikes eu«’’;ychou 
Ye for a grote / vnbokele anon thy purs 
Nay nay quod he / thanne haue I cr/stes curs 

Lat be quod he / it shal nat be so theech 
Thou woldest make me / kisse thyn olde breech 
And swere / it were a relyk* of a se:^;^ff 
Though it were / wfT^/( thy fundement depeiidf 
But by the croys / which fat seint Eleyne fon.d- 
I wolde / I hadde / thy coillons in myn bond! 
In stide Eelikes / or seintuarie
Lat kutte hem / I wol with thee hem carie
They shul be shryned / in an hogges toord 
IT This Paidonei^/ answerde nat a woi^d!
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332 SIX-TEXT
Giour C. § 4. PAEDONEE’s TALE. EllcsmeiTe MS.

So iVToeOl^i he was / no word ne wolde he soye 
IT Koov quod oure boos* I wol no lenger pleye 
With thee / ne vih noon oother angry man 
But right anon / the worthy knyghP higan 
Whan pat he saugB / pit al the pep^le lougB 
Namoore this / for it is right ynough
Sire Pardoner / be glad and myrie checre 
And ye sii* boost* fat been to me so deere 
I prey yow / fat ye kisse the Pardoner 
And Par^doner / I prey thee / drawe thee neer 
And as we diden / lat vs laughe and pleye 
Anon they kiste / and ryden forth hir weye
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968

Heere is ended the Pardoners tale <5)
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GEOUP B. (3. FEAGMENT III)
§ 4. THE SHIPMAN’S TALE.

iaintinft of 
the
OH t /V-.'..]

I Heere bigynnel^fi the Shipmannes tale. ("Sj [EUes. MS, If 147, bk.] 

Marchant whilom dwelled at Seint Denys, 
That riche was / for which men helde hym wys 
A wyf he hadde / of exce^llent heautee 
-And coimpaiignahle / and reuelous was she

Which is a thyng that cause'th more dispence 
Than worth is / al the diiere and reuerence 
That men hem doon / at festes and at daunces 
Swiche salutacions / and contenaunces 
Passen / as dooth a shadwe vp on the wal 
But wo is hym / that payen moot for al 
The se^y houshonde / algate he moste paye 
He moot vs clothe / and he moot vs arraye 
Al for fiis owene worship richely '
In which array / we daunce iolily 

, And if Jjat he noght may / par auenture 
Or ellis / list no swich dispence endure 
But thynketh / it is wasted / and ylostf 
Thanne m«^tf 'another / payen for oure cost* 
Or lene vs gold / and that is perilous 
IT This noble Marcha^fit* heeld a worthy hous 
fior which / he hadde alday so greet repair 
ifor his largesse / and for his wyf was fair 
That wonder is / hut herkneth to my tale 
Ainonges alle hise gestes / grete and smale 
Thor was a Monk* a fair man ■ and a boolct 
I trowe of thritty wynter he was oold! 
That ' euere in oon / was comynge to that place 
This yonge Monk / pat was so fair of face ELLESMERE 391 (6-T. IGS)
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169 SIX-TEXT
GE<^iDP B. § 4. shitjian’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Aqueynted was ■ so / wit^h. the goode man 
Sith that / hir firste knoweliehe bigan 
That in his hous / as fam.uHei? was he 
As it possible / any freend to he 
ir And for as muchel / as this goode man 
And eek this Monk* of which pat I bigan 
Were hothe two / yborn in o viU^age 
The Monk / hym olaymeth / as for cosynage 
And he aga;yn j he ■se:^i;h nat ones nay 
But waS as glad ther-of: / as fowel of day 
ffor to his herte / it was a greet plesance 
Thus been they knyif with etei-ne alliance 
And ech of hem / gan oot,hei' for tassure 
Of bretherhede / whil fat hir lyf may dure 
11 fli-ee was Daun l^ohn and namely of dispon co 
As in that hous / and ful of ddigence _
To doon plesance / and also greet costage 
He noglht for^^ft to yeue the leeste page 
In al the hous / but after hir degree 
He yaf the lord / and sifthe al his meynoe 
Wi^ian that he cam / som manere honest thyng' 
f^or whioh / they were as glad of his comyng' 
As fowel is fayn / whan pat the sonne vp risetli 
Ha moore this as now / for it suffiseth 
But so bifel / this Marchant on a day

Shoop hym / to make redy his array 
Toward / the touli Brugges for to fare
To byen there / a pereien of ware 
ffor which / he hath to Parys sent anon 
A Messager / and preyed hath daun lohn 
That he sholde come / to Seint Denys to pleye 
With hym and with his wyf / a day or tweye 
Erdie to Brugges wente / in alle ■ wise 
11 This noble Monld of which I yow deuyse 
Hath his Abhotf as hym list licence
By cause / he was a man / of ■ heigE prudence 
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170 SIX-TEXT
GROI^I* B. §4^. Shipman's tale. Ellesmere MS.

And eelp- an Officer / out for to ryde . 
lO seen hir graunges / and hire hernes wyde 
And vn-to.'iSeint Denys / lie comth anon 
Who was so welcome / as my lord Daun l^ohn 
Oure deere cosyn / ful curteisye 
With hym broghte he a lu^bbe of Maluesye
And eek another / ful fyn vemage
And volatyl / as ay was his vsage
And thus / I lete hem drynke and pleye
This Marchanb and this Monk* a day or tweyc 
H The thridde day / this Marchant vp ariseth 
And on, hise nedes / sadly hym au;yseth 
And vp / in to his Countour hous gooth he 
To rekene witA hym s^^:f / wel may be 

thilke yeer / how fat it with hym stood
And h^^jiat he / despended hadde his good
And if fat he / encressed were or noon
Hise bookes / and -Ihis bagges many oon 
He leith bifom hym / on his countyng* bori? 
fful riche / was his tresor and his herd! 
IToir which fu^ faste / his Countour dore he shette 
And eek he nolde / fat no man sholde hym lette 
Of hise accountes / for the meene tyme 
And thus he sib tU it was passed pryme

Daun l^ohn was rysen / in the morwe also
And in the ga'rdyn / walketh to and fro 
And hath hise thynges seyd / ful curteisly

■ IT This goode wy;* cam walkynge pryuely 
In to the gardyn / there he walketh softo 
And hj^ saleweth / as she hath doon ofto 
A mayde ch:ild / cam in Hre colnpaigrJ!e 
Whi^ch as hir lisb she may gouei’ne and gye 
Ifor yeb vnder the yerde was the mayde 
0 deere cos^n myn / daun l^ohn she sayde 
A^liat eyleth yow / so rathe for to ryse 
IT Hece quod he / it oghte ynough sufUse
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SIX-TEXT 171 .
GROUP B. § 4. sHiPM^is’s TALE. Eilesmcre MS.

ffyue houres for to slepe / vp on a nygRtf 
Bn* it were /for an oM appalled wiglHf 
As been thise -vedded men / pat lye and dare 
As in a fourme / sit a wery bare
"Veets al forstrau<^l^tf / yith houndes grete a'lid smale 
Bnif deere Ifece / why be ye so pale
I trowe cartes / tbat oure goode man 
Hath yow laboured / sith. the nygbt bigan 
Tbat yoAe were nede / to resten bastily 
A^nd vih tbat word / be lougb ful mui^iily 
And bis owene tbou^lils' be wax al reed!
II Tbis faire wyf gan for to sbabo bir beed'
And seyde tbus / ye god woot al quod sbe 
Kay nay cos;yn myn / it stant nat so with mo 
ffo:r by tbat god / tbat y^ me soule and lyi/ 
In al tbe Eeawme ffrance f is tber no wy:*
Tbat lasse lust batb / to tbat sory pley 
ffor I may synge / alias and weylawey . 
Tbat I was born / but to no wigh* quod sbe 
Dar I nat teile / bow tbat it staut with me 
Wb^erfore I tbynke / out tbis land! to wende
Or elles / my seif* to make an ende
So ful am I / drede / and eek care 
11 Tbis Monk* bigan vp on tbis wy:f to stare 
And / seyde / Alias my Kece god forbede 
Tbat ye / for any sorwe / or any drede 
ffordo youre se]^:f / but tel me youre grie:*
Pa?^8^uenture / I yow may / in youre mescbi^e:* 
Conseiille or belpe / and tberfore telletb me 
AU youre anoy / for it sbal been secree 
ffor on my portbors / I make an ootli 
Tbat neuere in my lyf / for li^^ ne looth 
Ke sba^ I / o^ no conseU yow biwreye 
1^ Tbe same aga^n / to yow quod sbe I seye 
By god / and by tbis Portbors I yow swere 
Though men me wolde / al in to pieces tere
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SIX-TEXT 173 ,
GROUP B. §4, sniPM^:N’s TALE.- EHeE^ei^e MS.

1328
[leaf 1 n)J

1332
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Ke shal I neuere / for to gooii to helle 
Biwreye a word / of tlij^i^g* pat ye me tolle 
liat for no cosynage / ne alliance -'
But verraily / for loue and affiance 
Ih'ius heen they sworn / and heer vpOn they kiste 
And hoh hem /dolde oother what hem liste

Cosyn quod she / if pat I hadde a space 
As I haue noon / and name^ly in this place 
Thanne wolde I telle / a legende of my lyf 
What I haue suffred / sith I was a wyf 
With myn houshonde / al be he of youre kyn
11 Nay quod this klonld by god / and by seiiit Martyn 
He is / na moore cos;yn vn-to me 
Than is this lieff pat hangeth on the tree 
I clepe hym so / by Seint Denys Araiice
To haue / the moore cause Aquej'i^t^iiiico
Of yow / whicli I haue loued spec^i^ll.y 
Abouen aUe wommen sike:^:ly 
This swere I yow / on my profession • 
Telleth youre grie:f / lest pat lie come aJoun 
And hasteth yow / and gooth youre wey anon 
H My deere loue quod she / o my daun l^ohu 
fful lief were me / this conse:il for to hyde 
But out if moot* I may namoore abyde 
Myn housbonde / is to me the worste man 
That eue?'e was / sith pat the world bigan 
But sith I am a wy:f it sit nat me • '
To teilen no wight / oure p»'-‘uetee
Neither a bedde / ne in noon oother place 
God shilde / I sholde it teilen for his giTce 
A wyf / ne shal. nat seyn hir housbonde 
But al honour / as I kan vnderstonde 
Sane vn to yow / thus muche I teilen shal 
As helpe me god / he is nog:ht wor^h at al 
In no degree / the value of a flye 
But yef me greuetli mooi^if his nygardyo
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173 SIX-TEXT
GROUP B. §4. shii^man’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

And wel ye woot* ^at wojwmen naturally 
Desiren thynges sixe / as wel as I 
The;y wolde / that* hir houslsondes sholde be 
Ha:rdy and wise / and riehe and ther-to li^eo 
And buxom vn to his wyt* and fressh abedde 
But by tbat Uke lord / tbat for vs bledde 
fior bis honour / my se^ for to arraye 
A sonda^y ne^t* I moste nedes paye 
An hundred frankes / or ellis I am lorn 
Yet were me lenere / tbat I were vnborn '
Tl^an me were doon / a selaundre or vileynye 
And if myn bonsbonde / eek it myghte espye 
I nere but losif and tberfore I yow preye 
Lene me tbis sowme / or ellis moot I deye 
Dann l^ohn I seye / lene me tbise bundred frankes [I'ns, w;i 

Par^dee / I wol nat faille yow my thankes 
If tbat yow lisf to doon tbat I yow praye 
ffor at a eei-teyn day / I wol yow paye 
And doon to yow / what plesanee and seruioe 
Tbat 1 ma;y doon / rigbt as yow list deuise 
And but I do / god take on me vengeanee 
As foul y as euere hadde Genyj^on) of ifranee 
H Tbis gent^il Monk / answerde in tbis manere 
How trewely / myn owene lady deere 
I baue quod he / on yow so greet a routhe
That I yow swere / and plighte yow my trouthe 
That whan youre housbonde / is to fflaundres fare 
I wol delyuere yow / out of tbis eare 
ffor I wol hrynge yow / an hundred frankes 
And wiM that word / be eaughte hire by tbe flankes 1392 
And hire emhraeet,b harde / and kiste hire ofte 
Gootb now youre wey quod he / al stille and softe 
And lat us dyne / as soone as Jwt ye may 
ffor by my ehilyndre / it is pryme of da;y 
Gootb now / and beetb as trewe as I shal be 
U Yow elles / god forbede sire quod she
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174 SIX-TEXT
G^oup B. § 4. sEiii^MAN’s TALE. Ellesmere MS.

And forth she gootli / as as a pj'e '
And bad the eookes / fat they sliolde hem hye 1400
So fat men myghte dyne I and that anon 
Vp to hir housbonde / is this wji ygon 
And knokketh / at his Countour boldely 
ir "Vlio th^^? quod he | Peter it am I. ITqi la?
Quod she / what sire / how longe wol ye faste ?

■ Ilow longe tynie / wol ye rekene and caste ?
Voure sommes / and youre bookes / and youre thynges ? 
The deuel haue par:* on alle swiche rekenynges 
Ye haue ynough par^dee / goddes sonde
Com doun to day / and lat youre bagges stondc 
Ne be ye nat ashamed that Daun l^ohn 
Shal fast^wg' al this day alenge goon 
Lat VS heere a messe / and go we dyne 
ITAVy^y^ quod this man / litel kanstow deuyne 
The curious bisynesse / that we haue 
ffor of VS Chapmen / al so god me saue 
And by that lord / fat clepid is Seii^tf Yve 
Scarsly amonges .xij. ten shul thryue 
Continuel^y / lastynge vn to oure age 
We may wel / make chiere / and good visage 
And dryuc forth the world / as it may be 
And kepen / oure est^i^tf in pryuetee 
Til we be deed / or elles that we pleye 
A pilgrymage / or goon out of the weye 
And therfore / haue I greet necessitee 
Vp on this que;ynte world tauyse me 
ifor eueremoore / we moote stonde in drede 
Of hap and ffortune / in oure chapmanhede 
IT To filaundres / wol I go / to morwe at day 
And come agayn / as soone as euere I may 
ffor which my deere wyf I thee biseke 
As be to euei'y wig’^tf buxom and meke 
And for to kepe oure good / be curious 
And honei^t^]ly / gouei^ne wel oure hous
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SIX-TEXT 175
§4^. shipj'aN’s' tale. ' ^^lesmere MS

Thou hast ynough / in onery maner wise 
Thai; / to a thrifty housholi^ ma;y suffise 
Theo lakketh noon array / ne no vitaille 
Of siluer in thy purs / slialtow nat faille 
And with that woid? / his Countowir dore he shctte 
And doun he gooth / no longer wolde he letto 
But lias^:^Ply / a messe was ther seyd 
And spei^^ly / the tahles wero yieyd 
And to the dyner / faste they hem spedde 
And richely / this Monk / the chapman feddo 
IT At after dyner / daun l^ohn soirrely 
This Chapman took* a-^^£^irf and pnuely ,
He se;yde hym thus / cosyn it standeiih so 
Thai; wel I se / to Brugges / wol ye go 
God and seint Austyn / spede yow and gydo 
I prey yow cos^^n / wii^elly that ye ryde 
G^^eimeth yo^v also / of youre diete 
Atcmp^eP^y / and namePly in this hete 
Bitwix VS two / nedcth no strange faro 
ifare wel cos^j'n / god shilde yow fro care ■ 
And if Jat any thynt* hy day or nyghO 
If it lye in my power / and my myght* 
That ye me wol comande in any wyse 
It shal ho doon / right as ye wol deuyse 
IT 0 thyngi er pat ye goon / if it may he 
I wolde prey yow / for to lene me
An hundred frankes / for a wyke or twcye 
ifor certein heestes / pa I moste heye 
To stoore with a place pat is onres 
God helpe me so / I wolde it were youres 
I shal nat faille / sure]y at my day 
Ha't for a thousand! frankes a Mile way 
But lat this thyng he socree / I yow proye 
I^’er yet to nyghh / thiso heestes moot I heye 
And fare now wel / myn oAwene cosyn deore 
Graimt mercy / of youre cosh / and youre cheel’o
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SIX-TEXT 176
GROUP B. § 4. shipman's tale. MS.

T Tliis noble ma;cel^f^i^ff / gemtHly anon
Answerde / and seyde o cosyn myn Daun l^olin 1472
17ow sikerly / this is a smal requeste [leaf iso, Kick]
My gold is youres / whan fat it yow leste 
And nat oo:^]^y my gold / but my chaffare 
Take what yow lisf god sliilde pit ye spare 
H But o tliyng is / ye knowe it wel ynogb 
Of Chapmen / that liir moneie is bir plogb 
Wo ma^ creaMice / wliil we haue a name 
But goldlees for to be / it is no game 
Paye it aga^n / wban it lith in youre ose 
After my mygbk / ful fayn wolde I yow plcse 
H Tbise bundred frankes / he fette hym forth anon 
And pn'ue^ly / he took hem to daun l^ohn 
hfo wighk in al this world / wiste o^ this loone 
Sauynge this Mar^^^i^tf / and daun l^ohn alloone 
They drynke / and speke / and rome a while and pl^eye 
Til j^at daun l^ohn / rideth to bis Abbeye 1488
The morwe cam / and forth this Marchant rideth

To ffiaundres ward / his jimutys wcl hym gydeth 
Til he cam / in to Brugges mu:rily 
Now goo^th this Marc^n^a^if faste and bi^^ly 
A^boute his nedo / and byoth and crcauncctli ' 
ITe neither / jileyeth at dees ne daunceth * 
But as a Mare^^h^iitf shm^l^^y for to teile 
He let his lyf / and there I lete hym dwdle 
ry^lie sonday nei^ff this Marchant was agon.

To seint Donys / ycom.en is Daun l^ohn 
With crowne and berde all fressh and newc y-shauc 
In al the hous / ther nas so litel a knaue 
He no wight eiles / piit he nas ful fayn 
That my lord Daun l^ohn / was come agaj’u 
And sho:rt:ly / right to the point for to gon 
This' faire w^if accoo-ded with daun l^ohn '
That for thiso hundred frankes / he sholde al nygbl;' 
Haue hirc in hiso armes / hdt upright
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177 SIX-TEXT
GROUP B- § 4, snppM^AN’s TALE. Ellesn^ere MS.

And this acord / parfourned was in dede 
In myrthe al nygl^tf a bisy lyf they lede 
Til it was day / Jat Daun John wente his way 
And bad the meynee / fare wel haue good day 
ffor noon of hem / ne no wight in the toun 
Hath of daun f^ohn / right no suspecioun 
And forth he rydeth / hoom to his Abboye 
Or where hym list*. namoore of hym I seye 
This Marcha^rt* whan fat ended was the faire 

To Seint Denys / he gan for to repaire 
And with his wy* he maketh feeste and eheere 
And telleth hire / that Chaffare is so deere 
That nedes / moste he make a ehenyssance 
ffor he was bou^den / in a reeonyssance 
To paye twenty thonsan^^ sheelcf anon 
ffor which / this Mar^chs^f is to Parys gon 
To ^.nN'e / of eerteine freendes Jat he haddo 
A frankes / and so??zme wit/i him ho ladde
And whan fat he was come / in to the toun 
ffor greet*- chiertee / and greet affect-ioiz-n 
Vn to daun l^ohn / he go^tih hym first to pleye 
Ifat for to axe / or borwe of hym moneys 
But for to wite / and seen of his welfare 
And for to teilen hym / his chaffare 
As freendes doon / whan they been met yfeero 
Daun l^ohn / hym maketh feeste and mur^’e chcere 
And he hym tolde aga^yn / ful spcc^ii^l^y 
Ilow he hadde wel ybogh* and graeron^^y 
Thanked be god / al hool his marchandise 
Saue f^at he moste / in alle maner wise 
Maken a cheuyssance / as for his beste 
And thanne / he sholde been / in ioyc and roste 
H Daun l^ohn answerde / certes I am fayn 
That ye in hcele / ar comew hom agayn 
And if fut I were riche / as haue I blisse 

twen-ty thousa^iK* sheeld / shold yo nat mysse 
ELI.ESMERE 400 (^^T. 177)
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GROUP B. § 4. shipman's taLe. Ellesmere MS.

1544

1548

1552

1550

ifor ye / so kyndely / tliis oother day 
Lente me go^ld / and as I kan and may 
I thanke yow / by god and by seint l^s^me 
But nathelees ' / I took vn to oure dame 
Youre wyf / at bom / the same gold ageyn 
Vpon youre bencb / she woot it wel ceirteyn 
By c^jrteyn tokenes / that I kan yow telle 
Now by youre leue / I may no lenger dwelle 
Oure Abbotf wole out of tbis toun anon 
And in bis compaignye / moot I goon 
Grete wel oure dame / myn owene 27ece sweote 
And faro wel deere cosyn / tll we meets 
This Marc^i^i^tf whicb fat was fui war and wys 

Creanced batb / and payd eek in Parys 
To ee:rtsyn lumbardes / redy in bir bond!* • « ,j . obligac«Of»cm
Tbe somme of go^ld / and badde of hem bis houe! 
A^nd boom he gootb / murie / as a Papoiay 
ffor wel lie knew / he stood in stvich array 
That nedes moste be wynne in that viage 
A thousand frankes / abouen al bis costage 
H His w;^ ful redy / mette hym atte gate 
As she was wo^tf oold vsage algate
And al that nyghfr in myrthe tbey bisette 
fior he was riche / and cleei^^ly out of dette 
Whan it was day / tbis Marchant gan emhraeu 
His wyf / al newe / and kiste hire on hlr face 
And vp be gootb / and maketh it M tougli 
11 iia^moore quod she / by god ye haue ynougb 
And wantownely aga;yn / wit^h hym she pleyde 
H Til atte laste / tbis Marchant seyde 
By god quod he / I am a litel wrooth 
With yow my wyf / al-tbough it were me lootb 
And Woot ye why / by god as fat I gesse 
That" ye ban maad / a manere straungenesse 
Bitwixen me / and my cosyn daun Io6n 
Ye sholde han warned me / er I bad gon
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179 SIX-TEXT . . .
geoi^:p B. § 4. ssipman’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

That he yow hadde / an hundred frankes payed 
By redy tokene / and heeld hym yuele apayed 
ffor fat I to hym spak of cheuyssanee , 
Me semed so / as by , his contenance 
But nathelees / by god oure heuene 
I thoughte natf to axen hym no thj^i^g* 
I prey thee wyf / as do namoore so 
Telle me alwey / er that I fro thee go 
If any dettour/ hath in myn absence 
Tpayed thee / lest thurgh thy necligence 
I myghte hym axe / a thing . that he hath payed? 
If This wy:* was nat afered nor affrayed? ,
But bolde:ty she seyde / and that anon

' Marie / I deffie / the false Monk / daun l^ohn . .
I kepe nat of hise tokenes / neuer a deel 
He took me ceiTteyn gold / that woot I wee 

yuel thedam / on his Monkes snowte . 
'ffor god it woob I wende wft.^touten doute . 
That he hadde yeue it me / bycause of yow 
To doon ther-with / myn honoiar and my prow. 
ffor eosynage / and eek for beele cheere 
That he hath had / fui ofte tymes heere 
But sith I se / I stonde in this disioynk 
I wol answere yow / sho:^itly to the pu^i^if 
IT Ye han mo siakkere dettours / than am I. 

' ffor I wol paye yow / wel and redily 
ffro day to day / and if so. be I faille
I am youre . wyif score it vp-on my taille 
And I shal paye . / as. . soone as euer I may 

• ffor by my trouthe /I haue on myn array
And nat on w^tf bistowed ei:iary deel
And for I haue / bistowed it so weel 
ffor youre hono?w / for goddes sake I seye 
As be nat wrooth . / but lat vs laughe . and pieve 
Ye shal / my ioly body / haue to wedde 
By god I wol nat paye yow but a bedde
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180 SIX-TEXT 7- ■
. GROUP B. § 4.: siiipm^vn’s tale. . El^^^esinere MS., ,

ffarg;jue it me / myn owene spouse deere 
Turne hiderward / and maketh bettre cbeere , 
IT Tbis Marchant saugB / tlier was no remedie 
And for to chide / it nere but greet folie 
Sith that the thyng may nat amended be 
hToov wyf he seyde / and I ' foryeue it thee 
But by thy lyf ne be namoore so large 
K^eeps belt oure good / thatt yeue I thee in charge , 
Thus endeth my tale / and god vs sende 
Taillynge ynougB / vn-to oure lyues ende Am^en 1624

1620

IT Heere endeth / the Shipmannes tale
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181 SIX-T:E^^r
GROUP B. § 5. SHiPMAN--BioRES LINK, Ellcsmei'e MS.

51 Bihoo^i? the murie wordes Of tlie Hooj^if to the 
Shipman and to the lady Prioresse. ion team—

W
el seyd by corpus dominus quod our Hoo.sf 
How longe / moote thou saille by the coi^(f 
Sire ge^'til maister / ge:^^!! Maryneer

God yeue tbis Monk / a thousand laeif quade yeer 
A ha felawes / beth ware swiche a l^^^pe 
The Monld putte / in the mannes hood an Ape 
And in his wyues eek? by Seint Austyn 
Draweth no Monkes / moore vn to youre In 
11 But now passe oue?* / and lat vs seke aboute 
Who shal now / telle iirslf of al this route 
Another tale /• and wit^Zt that word he sayde 
As e^:rteis:iy / as it had ben a mayde 
My lady Prioresse / by youre lene 
So that I wiste / I sholde yow nat greue 
I wolde demen / that ye teUen sholde 
A taie nej^tf if so were that ye wolde 
How wol ye vouche sauP my lady deere 
11 Gladly quod she / and seyde as ye shal heere

1628

1632

1636

1640

K Explicit.
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182 SIX^»TEXT
GROUP B. § 6. prioress's tale. Ellesmere MS.

The prologe of the Prieresses tale^
Domine dominus noster. •

O
lord oure lord / thy name how meznieillous 
Is in this large world / ysprad quod she 
ffor noglht oo^]^;y / thy laude p?'<^(aious 
Parffciurned is / hy men of dignitee

But by the mouth of children / thy bountee 
Parffourned is / for on the brest soukynge 
Somtyme / shewen they thyn heriynge

1646

1649

Wh^eriore in laude / as I best kan or may 
Of thee / and of the lylye flour
Which that the bar / and is a mayde alway 
To teUe a storie / I wol do my labour 
hiat that I / encreessen hir honour 
flor she hir sdf / is honow and the roote 
Olf bouwtee nex.* hir sone / and soules boote

[leaf 152, back]

1653

1656

0 mooder mayde / o mayde mooder fre
O bussS vnbi^en* brennynge in Moyses sighte
That rauysedet^k doun fro the deitee
Thurgh thyn hurn.blesse / the goo^tt fat in thaliglite 1660 
Of whos vertu ■ / whan he thyn herte lighte 
Conceyued was I the fadres sapience
Helpe me / to telle it in thy reuwence 1663

Lady / thy boM^l;ee / thy magnificence 
Thy veHu / and thy grete humylitee
Ther may no tonge expresse / in no science 
ffor somtyme lady / er men praye to thee 
Thou goost biforn / of thy benyngnytee 
And getest vs / thurgh lyghb of thy preyere 
To gyden vs / vn to thy sone so deere
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183 SIX-TEXT * '
GROUP B. § 6. PEioEESjs’s TALE. Ellesmoro MS.

My konny^ngf is so waj^l* o blisful queene 
ifor to declare / thy grete worthJ^E^osso 
Tliat I ne ma;y / the weigllto nat sustcene
But as a child / . twelf / montiie oold or' lesso 1674

That kan vunetke / any word expresse 
Eiglit so fare I / and tkel;foro I yow preye 
Gydeth my song* pat I shal of yow seyo larr

f Explicik (Ji

H Heere bigynnetk the Prioresses tale.
J

her was in Asye / in a greet Citce ' 
Amonges cristene folk / a I^eworyo 
Sustened / by a lord / of that contrce 
ffor foule vsure / and lucre o:f vileynyo if tiH-pe lucrum..

Hateful / to Cristf and to bis compaignye 
And thurgh the strete / men myglite ride or wende 
ffor it was froo / and, open at eyther ende

[Pait’nff O 
the Prinrefts 
on ///

A litei scole / of cristen fo^l* ther stood- 
Doun at the ferther ende / in which thcr were 
Children an heepe / ycomen of cn’sten blood 

'That Jerned in that scolo / yeer by yere 
manere doctrine / as mon vsed there

This is to seyn / to syngen / and to rede 
As smale children doon / in hire childllodo

Among* thise cMldren / was a wydwes sene 
A litel ciergeon) / seuen yeer of age
That day by day / to scole was bis wone 
And eek also / where as he saugli thj^mago 
Of Cristes moodej? he hadde in vsage
As hym was taughb to knele adoun and soyo 

■ His - Aue Marie / as he go^h by the weyo
EI.I.ESJIEUE 403 (fl-T. 183)
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184 SIX-TEXT ■'
GROUP B. 6. PKiGRE^^’s taLb.. Ellesmere MS.

Thus hai^h tliis \v^dwe / hir litol sone yt^auglif' 
Ouire'blisful lady cristes mooder deere 
To worsliipe ay / and he forgate it nauglit 
ffor s^^y child j wo] alday soono loere * 
But ay / whan I remembre on this matocre 
Seint Nicholas / stant euere ' m my.)?e(^^(^r^co 
Jfor he so yongi to Cris* dide reuepence ,

f *

. Tliis Ktel child! his litel book* lernynge
., As he sat in the scole / at his prymer 

Ho / Alma rodemptoris / herdc synge 
.As childron / lerned hire Anthiphonor 
And as he dorste / he drougli hym nor and ner 
And herkned ay / the wordes and the noote '

, *Til-he the firste vors / koude al by rote .

Noght wiste he / what this latyn was to seye 
ffor he so yong< and tendre was ago 
But on a day / his felawe gan he preye 
T-expounden hym this songi in his langage 
Or telle hym / why this song* was in vsago 
This preyde he hym / to construe and declaro 
fful often tyme / vpon hise knowes bare

- His felawe / which that elder was than ho 
Answerde hym thus / this song I haue hcrd scyc 
Was maked / of oure blisful lady free
Hire to salue / and eek hire for to preye 
To been oure help / and socour whan wo deye 
I kan na moore / expounde in this mateere 
I lerne song* I kan but smal grammeere

*

And is this songi maked in reuei'enco 
Of cristes moode* seyde / this InnoijenO 
Now certes / I wol do my diligence 
To konne it al / er Cristemasse is wen* 
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185 SIX-TEXT
GROUP B. 5 6. FKTOEESis’s TALE. Ellesmere MS.

Tliough fat / I for my prymer shal he shcn*
And shal he heton / thries in an houre
I wol it konne / oure lady for to honoure :1733

Ilis felawe / taughte hynr homward priuoly
IFo day to day / til he koude it hy rote
And thanne / he song* it wel and holde^ly 
ffro word to wori! to word acoicdynge wZM the note 
Twies a day / it passed thurgh his tliroto
To scoleward and homward whan he wento
On cristes moodeir / set was his entente

1737

1740

1TAs I haue seyd / thurgfi out the l^u^erie 
This litel ch:^^ld / as he cam to and fro 
fful ^^i^i^ly ! wolde he synge and crie 
O Alma redemptoris / oneie mo 
The swetnesse / his herte pcrced so 
Of cristes mooder / that to hire to preye 
He kan nat stynte / of syngy^i^g* hy the weye

1744

1747

O
vre firste foo / the serpent Sathanas

That hath / in l^u^es herte his waspcs nes* 
Vp swal / and seide / o. hehray^l* peple a,lias 
Is this to yow / a thj^ng* fat is hones* 
That swich a hoy / shal walken as hym les* 
In youre desp^* and synge of swich sentence 
Which is / aga;yn oure lawes reuerence

1 Auctor

1751

1754

ffro thennes forth / the l^r^es han conspired
This Innocen* out of this world to chace
An homycide / ther to / han they hyred
That in an Aleye / hadde -a pnuee place
And as the / gan forhy for to pace
This cursed l^ew hym hente / and heeld hym fust 
And kitte his throte / and in a ’ pit hym caste
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186 SIX-TEXT
GROUP B. § 6. prioress's tale. Ellesmere MS.

I seye / tliat in a wardrobe / they hym threwe 
Wh^ere as tHse l^t^w^es / purgen hire entraille 
0 cursed folk / of Herodes al newe 
What may youre yuel entente yow auai^^e 
Mordre wol oulf ce:rte;yn / it wol nat faille 
And name^^^y / ther thonour of' god shal sprede 
The blood out crieth / on youre cursed dede

1765

1768

H 0 ma'rtir / sowded to vii^ginitee
17ow maystow syngen / folwynge eue;re in oon
The .w^hite lamb celCstiial quod she
Of which / the grete Eud^Mugelisf Seint l^olin
In Pathmos wr^if which seith / fat they fat goon
Bifom this lamb / and synge a song al newe

i.
That neuere fles^^y / wommen they ne knewe

QeiaiMj

1772

1775

IT This poure wydwe / awaiteth al that 
After hir litel child / but he cam noght' 
fiOr which as soone / as it was dayes lygli* 
With face pale of drede / and bisy thog^tf 
She hath at scole / and eUes where hym s^^^tf 
TH fi^^Uy / she gan so fer espie
That he / last seyn was in the l^uerie

1779

1782

With moodres pitee / in hir brestf enclosed 
She goo^h / as she were half / out of hir mynde 
To e^^:ry place / where she hath supposed 
By liklihede / hir litel child to fynde
And euere / on Cristes mooder/ meeke and kynde 
She cride / and atte laste / thus she wroghte 
Among* the cursed l^ues / she hym soghte

1786

1789

She frayneth / and she preyeth pitou^^y 
To euei-y T^'w / fat dwelte in thilke place
To teUe hire / if hir child / wente oght forby 
They seyde nay / but Ihesir his grace
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187 SIX-TEXT
G^c^up B. § 2, PEioEEsi's’s TiLi^.- Ellesmere MS.

Yaf in hir thoght inwith a ■ liteJ space
That in that place / after hir sene she cryde 
Wh^ere he was casten / in a pit bisyde 1796

0
 grete god / that parfournest thy laudo-

By mo-uth of Innocentz / lo heere thy myghit 
This- gemme chal^i;ite / this Emeraude
And ee^ martirdom / the Euby brigj^if 
Ther he rvitb throte ykoruen lay iprig^^it 
He Alma redemptoris / gan to synge 
So loude / pat al the place gan to rjrnge

T Auctor

ISQO

1803

ir The cristene folk / that thurgh the strete wveite 
In coomen / for to wondre vp on this thy^ng*- 
And hastily / they for the Prouost sente
He cam. anon / with outen tari^l^I^'*
And herieth Crisif that is heuene kyi^g*
And eek his mooder? / honour mankynde
And after that / the l^^wes leet he bynde

. 1807

1810

IT This child / wit^h pitous lamentacion 
Vp taken was / syngynge his song alway 
And wii^^ honour/ of greet procession 
They ca^rien hym / wm to the nexte Whhay 
His" moodier swi^owt^yi^^ge / by his beere lay 
Vnnethe / myghte the peple pa was theere 
This newe Eachel / brynge fro his beere

[leaf 151, back}

18U-

1817

H "Viizh torment and wi'tA shameful deeth echon) 
This Prouost dooth the l^ewes for to sterue . 
That of this mordre Avi^lce / and that anon) 
He nolde / no SAicli cursednesse obserue 
Yuele shai he haue / ped yuele wol deserue 
Therfore / with AiHle hors / he dide hem dra^vto 
And after that’ he heng hem by the lawe
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GROUP B. §6. peioeess’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

IT Vp on this heere / ay ■ lith this Innocenf 
Biforn the chief! Auter / whU the masse laste 
And after thaf the ^tit^of with his Couenf 
Han sped hem / for to burien hym fui faste 
And whan they / hooly water on hym caste 
Yet spak this child / whan spreynd was hooly water 
And Song* O Alma redemptoris mater.

1828

1831

IT This A^liloof which fat was an hoo^ly man 
As Monkes been / elles oghte be
This yonge child / to co:^iiure he bigan 
And seyde o deere child I halsen thee
In vertu / of the hooly Trinitee
Tel me / what is thy cause / for to synge 
Sith fall thy throte is kuf to my semynge 

f My throte is kuf vn to my nekke boon 
Seyde this chiild and as by wey o£ kynde 
I sholde haue dyed / ye longe tyme agon 
But Ihssu crist / as ye in bookes fynde 
Wil fat his glorie / laste / and be in mynde 
And for the worship / of his mooder deere 
Yet may I synge / 0 Alma / loude and deere 

51 This welle of mercy Cristes mooder sweete 
I loued alwey / as after my konnynge 
And whan fat I my lyf / sholde forlete 
To me she cam / and bad me for to synge 
This Anl^licjil^cn) / verraily / in my deyynge 
As ye han herd! / and whan fat I hadde songe 
Me thoughte / she leyde a greyn vp on my tonge

1*

Wl^eifore I synge / and synge I moot cg-teyn 
In honour / of that blisful mayden free 
Til fro my tonge / of taken is the greyn 
And afterward / thus seyde she to me

31 ELLESMEKE 411 (6-T. 188)
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189 skixi'bxt
GROUP B. §6. prioress's tale. £llosmore MS.

My litel child / row wol I fecche thee
Whan pat the greyn / is fro thy tonge ytake
Be nat agt^st* I wol thee nat forsake , 1859

f This hooly Monk* this Abbot hym meene I 
His tonge out caughte / and took a-w6y • the greyn 
And he yaf vp the goosk ful soJiti^l^;y •
And whan thi^s' Abbok hadde this wonder seyn 
Hise s^lte teeris / trikled doun as reyn ■
And gmf he fil / al plat vp on the grounde 
And stiUe he lay / as he had leyn ybounde

.1863-

1866

The Couenk eek / lay on the pauemenk 
Wepynge / and heryen cristes mooder deere 
And after that / they ryse and forth been wenk 
And tooken awey / this ma:rtir from his beere 
And in a temple / Marbul stones cleere
Endosen they / his litel body sweete 
Ther he is now / god lene us alle for to rpeete

1870

1873

IT 0 yonge Hugh of Lyncolri) slayn also
With cursed l^ewes / as it is notable 
ffor it is / but a litel while ago
Preye eek / for vs / we synful folk vnstable
That d; his merccy / god so me^dablo
On vs I his greto mercy multiplie ’
ffor reuerenco / his mooder Marie Amen

1877

1880

Heere is ended / the Prioresses Tale
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GROUP B. §7. prioress-thopjis LINK. ' El^e^s^mere , MS.
I

If Bihoold the ■mu:rye wordes the to
Chaucer (5) [t.n;«a/i65]

W
Han seyd was al this miracle / eue-y man. 

As sobre ' was / that wonder was to 
Til that oure hoo^sf l^i^pen to higan

And thanne at er^sf he looked vp on me 
And seyde thus / what man artow quod ho ? 
Thou looke.ssf as thou woldest fynde an hare 
ffor euere / vp on the ground! / I se thee stare

se

1884

1887

Appr^oche neer / and looke vp m^]^:^:iy [i«if 155,

Now War yow sires / and lat this man haue place 
He in the waai^sf is shape / as wel as .1.
This were a pop^tf in an Arm tenhrace 
ifor any womma:n.smal / and fair of face 
He semeeih eluyssB / hy his contenance 
ifor vn to no wigBt / doo.th lie daliance

a. henry Ba^illy

1891

1804

Sey now somiWn^if syn oother fol^l* han sayct 
Telle VS a tale / myrthe / and that anon 
Hoo^tf qnod I / ne beth nat yuele apayd! 
ifor oother tale / certet kan I noon
But of a rym / I lemed longe agoon

•. hooist
Ye that it good quod he / now shul ye heere 
Som deyntee thj^i^g* me tliynketh by hit cheere

1898

1901

f EXplicf
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GKOUP B. § 8. siE THOPAS. Ellesmere ■ MS.

f Heere higynneth O^£^uc<^i’s taie of Thopas. iS, uf

\T1i6 First Fit\

\Each third line is on the right of is couple, in the J/aS.]

L
istetli lordes in good entent! 
And I wol telle Y^J'raymei^tf

Of myrthe and of solas
Al of a knyglit / was fair and gei^tf
In hataille / and in tourne^i^i^tf 

His name was sire Thopas

1904

1907

•f Ybom he was / in fer contree 
In flaundres / al biyonde the see ■

At Poperyngf in the place 
His fader was / a man fui free 
And lord he was / Of that contree

As it was goddes grace

1910

1913

IT Sire Thopas / wax a dogl^'ty swayn 
was his face as Payndemayn 

Hise lippes rede as rose .
His rode is lyk / scai'let in grayn 
And I yow telle / in good ccrtayn.

He hadde / a sem^ly nose

1916

1919

II His heer / his herd / was lyk saffroun
That to his girdel raughte adoun

Hise shoos Cordewane
Of Brugges / were his hosen hronn
His Rohe / was of Syklatoun

That coste many a l^s^ne
ELLESMEEE 414 (6-T. lOf)
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H He koude bunte / at wilde deer
And ride an hauky'nj* for Eiuer

Wth grey goshauk on honde
Ther-to he was / a good A^i^cheer
Of wrast^l^yn^g* was ther noon his peer

Ther any Kam shal stonde

1928

1931

IT fful ma:^;y a mayde / bright in hour ' 
The;y moorne for hym' paramour

Whan hem were bet to siepe
But he was chaask and no lechour 
And sweete as is the Bremhul flour

That hereth the rede hepe

1934

1937

And so hifel vp on a day 
ffor sothe / as I yow teUe may

Sire Thopas / wolde out ride 
He worth / vpon his steede gray 
And in his hand a launcegay

A long swerd / hy his side

1940

1943

IT He priketh / thurgh a fair foresk 
Ther Inne / is many a wilde besk

Ye hothe hukke and bare
And as he priketh Horth Esk
I telle it yow / hym hadde almesk

Bitidde / a so^y care

[leaf 156]
1946

1949

IT Ther spryngen herbes / grete and smale
The lycorys and Cetewale

And many a clowe gylofre
And Hotemuge / to putte in Ale
Wh^eit^her it he moyste / or stale

■ Or for to leye in cofre
EULESMERE 41S (6-T. 192)
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IT The briddes synge j it is no nay 
sjparhciu!* and tbe jjapeiay 

Tbat ioye it was to heere
Tbe tbrustelcok / made eek hir lay
The wodedo-mie / vp on a spray 

Sire sang* fui loudo and cleere

1958

1961

1r Sire Thopas fil in loue longynge 
Al whan he herde / the tbrustel synge

And pryked / as he were wood?
His faire steede in his prikynge
So swatte / fat men myghte Mm ivrynge

His sydes / Teets al blood

1961

1967

1r Sire Thopas eek / so wery was, 
ifor prik}'n<* on the softe gras

So fiers was his corage
That doun he leyde him in that plas 
To make his steede som solas

And yaf hym good forage

1970

1973

H 0 seinte Marie benedicite
What eyleth / this lone at me -

To bynde me so soore
Me dremed / al this nyg^tf pardee
An elf queene / shai my le?»man be

And siepe vnder my goore

197^6

1979

li An Elf queene / wol I ^oue ywis 
ffor in this / no womman is

Worthy to be my make ?
In towne

IT Alle othere wommen I forsake
And to an Elf queene I me take

By dale and eek by downe
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f In to his sadel / he clamb anon
And priket^li ouer stile and stoon

An Elf queene for tespye
Til he so longe / hadde riden and goon
That he foond / in a pryue woon

The contree of ffairye '
so wilde

ffor in that contree was ther noon ?
[....................no gap in the .S//?.]

N^^i^t^her wyf ne chUde

1989

1992

1996

1r TU fat ther cam a greet gcarn^ff
His name was / sire

A perilous man of dede
He seyde child hy Termagau:nt /
But if thon prike / out of myn haui^if

A^non I sle thy steede
with mace

H Heere is / the queene ifairye
With harpe / and pipe and symphonye

DweUynge in this place

1999

2002

2006

H The chUd seyde / Al so moote I thee 
Tomorwe / wol I meete —it thee

.Whan I haue myn Ai^moure
IT And yet I hope / par ma fay 
That thou shi^Hf —it this launcegay

Ahyen it ful sowie
Thy mawe

Thyn hauberk / shal I percen / if I may^ p an orisr 

Er it be fully pryme d^^
ifor heere thow shalt be slawe
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GROUP B. § 8. SIR THOPAS. ElJ^esmere MS.

1T Sire Thopas / drow abak M fasbe 
This ge^i^if ab hym sbones casbe

Out 3 fel sbaf slynge
H Bub faire escapeth sire Thopas 
And al ib was bhurgh goddes gras

And bhiirgh his fair herynge

2019

2022

Y
eb lisbebh / lordes / bo my bale

Murier bhan bhe Nighbyngale
I ivol yow rowne

How sir Thopas / wibh sydes smale 
Prikj^r^gi ouer hiH and dale

Is comen aga;yn bo bowne

[W 150. back]

2025

2028

IT His murie men / comanded he
To make hym / bobhe game and glee 

ifor nedes / mosbe he fighbe
Wibh a ge^iu^lf wibh heuedes bhree 
ffor paramour and l^ol^i^b^ee

O’ oon / bhab shoon ful hrighbe

2031

2034

IT Do come he seyde / my Mynsbrales ’ 
And geesbours / for bo bellen bales .

Anon in myn Armynge
Of Romances / bhab been Eoiales
Of Popes / and of Cardinales

And eelb of loue likynge

2037

2040

H They sebbe hym firsO sweebe wyn
And Mede eelk in a Mazi^lyn

And Roial spicerye
And Gyngehreed / Jat was ful fyn
And lycorys and eek Comyn

Wibh sugre fab is so brye
ELLESMERE 418 (C-T. 195)
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IT He dide / next his white leere 
Of clooth of 'lake / fyn and cleere

A breech / and eek a sherte 
And next his sherte an Ak^eton 
And oner tha* an haubergeoii

ifor percynge of his herte

2049

2052

IT And oner that / a fyn haw’bei^l* 
Was al ywroght of l^ew’es wei^l* 

fful strong it was of plate
And one:l tha,* his cote Ar^mour 
As whi.* as is / a lilye flour

In which / he wol debate

2055

2058

IT His sheeld / was al / of gold so reed 
And ther l^ime / was a bores heed!

A Charbocle bisyde
And there he swoor / on ale and breed 
How pat the gei^i^r^if shal be deed

Bityde what bityde

2061

2064

IT Hise l^a^mbe^ux'w^ere of quyrboilly 
His swerdes shethe of Yuory

His helm of laton brigli*
His sadel was of Eewel boon
His brydel / as the sonne shoon

Or as the moone light*

2067

2070

IT His spere it was / of fyn Ciprees 
That bodeth werre / and no thy^ng* pees

The heed / ful sharps ygrounde 
IT His steede was / al dappuH gray 
It gooth an Ambil in the way

fful s^^tely and rounde
ELLESMERE 419 (6-T. 196)
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GROUP B. § 8. SIR THOOAS. Ellesmere MS.

In londe
11 Loo lordes myne , / lieere is a fit* 
If ye wol any moore if' ■

To telle it / wol I fonde . 2080

[TJie SewT. Fi.

N
Ow Isolde youre moutih par charitee

Bothe knygbf and lady.fr^ee
And herkneth to my spelle 

f batailles / and of Ch^ualry
And of ladyes / loue drury

Anon I wol yow telle

2083

2086

f Men speken o^ Eomances prya
Of Hoi^i^i^l^i^M / and of Ypotys

Of Beves and of s^'r Gy
Of sfr lybeux and pleyn damoMr
But s^r Tbopas / be beretb. tbe ffowT-

Of Eoial Cbiualry

2089

2092

1T His goode Steede / al be bist:roo^ 
And fortb / vpon bis wey be rood!

As sparcle / ont of tbe bronde 
11 Vp on bis Creei^lf He bar a tour 
And tber Inne / stiked a lilie flour 

God sbilde bis cors fro sbonde

2095
[leaf 167]

2098

H And for be was / a knygbt Auntrous
He nolde slepen / in noon bous
' But bggen in bis bcode
H His brigbte belm / was bis wonger '
And by bym I baitetb bis de^trer

Of berbes fyne and goode
EIiLESMEItB 420 (6-T. 197)
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•T Hym se^if / drank water of the weH
As dide the knygl^lf sire Pej^cj^r^i^H

So wo^^ly vnder wede '
•T TH on a day 2108

1
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GROUP B. § 9. thfpas-melibb US.

f Heere the Hoos* stynteth Chauc<^i^ I Of his tale of 
Thopas (S)

a moore of this | for goddes dignitee
\| Quod oure hooi^lf for thou makest me 

-i- I So wery | of thy verray lewednessS 
That also 'wiisty / god my soule lili^sse 
Min eros aken | of thy dr^^:fcy speche 
Now swich a Eym / the deuel I hiteche 
This may wel | he Eym dogere^i quod he 
f Why so quod I | why wiltow lette me ? 
Moore of my tale | than anotheir man 
Syn that it is | the beste tale I kan 
IT By god guod he | for pleynly at a wori^ 
Thy dra.^Jiy rymyng I is nat w^^th a to^^d 
Thou doi^i^f nogl^it elles | but despendest tyme 
Sire at o word | thou sha^t no lenger ryme 
Lat se I wher thou kanst tellen aught in geeste 
Or telle in prose | somivliat; at the leeste 
In which ther be som murthc | or som dodryne 
IT Glad].y quod I '| by goddes sweete pyne 
I wol yow teUe | a litel thyng in prose 
That oghte liken yow | as I suppose 
Or elles ce-tes | ye becn to daungerous 
It is a moral tale vertuous
Al be it take somtyme | in soi^i^i^^ wyse 
Of soni^j^ folk? as I shal yow deuyse 
H As thus | ye w^lf ],mt euej^ Eoaungelis^^| 
That teU^'th ts | the peyne of Ihesu ^^isif 
Ne seith nat alle thj^u'* as his felawe dooth 
But nathelees | liir sentence is al soo^h , 
And alle acoi;den |as in hire sentence 
Al be ther | in hir tollj^n;* difference 
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GROUP B. §9. T'H(o^.^.s-^:^H^UBE LINK. EUesmoire MS.

ffor somme of hem seyn moore / and soimme seyn lesse 
"Vl^iin they / his pitous passiouw expr^fjsse 2140
I meene / of Mai^l* Mathew / Luc and l^ohn. 
But doutelees / hir sentence is all oon 
IT Therfore lordynges alle / I yow biseehe 
If ]«!; yow thynke / I varie as in my speche 
As thus / though that I telle som what moore 
Of p'/oue?’bes / than ye han herd bifoore 
Comprehended / in this litel tretys heere 
To enforce with / theffeck of my mateere , 
And though I / nat the same wordes seye 
As ye han herd / yet to yow alle I preye 
Elameth me na* for as in my sentence 
Shul ye / nowher / fynden difference 
ffro the sentence / of this tretys lyte 
After the which / this murye tale I write 
And therfore / herkneth / what \at I shal seye 
And lat me teUen / al my tale I preye

Peaf 157, back]
2144

2148

2152

2156
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201 SIX-TEXT
GEoup B. § 10. MELiBEUs. Ellesmore MS.

are no Uiu^.^'iniu^tb^i's or irea^Jts the pa^ragraphs in
the MS. T'ly^iWdttfs hreahs are hept here to prs'vcnt sUght 
differeness in the Six Texte throming out many linee. | etande 
f^or a triangular J^mlse-'m<^rh in the Jt/S.]

[Ellesmere MS, on. leaf 157, lach.]

If Heere bigynnetli Cliaucers tale Of Melibee
[2157]
Yong man ealled Melibens mygb^ty and riebe / 
bigalf vp on bis wyf that eal.led was Piudence / a 
doghtier wbicb tbat called was .Sophie /.
[2158]’ Vpon a day bifel Jxat be / for bis desport/

is went in to tbe feeldes hym to pleye / [2159] bis wyf / 
“ami eek bis doghter / batb be lef* inwith bis bous / of 

wbicb tbe dores / weren fast ysbette [2160] H tbre of bise 
olde foes / han it esp;ye(l and setten laddres / to tbe walles 

bis bous / and by wyndowes been entred / [2161] and 
betten bis wyf / and wounded bis doghter witb fyue 
mortal woundes in fyue sondry places [2162] 51 tbis is to 
seyn / in bir fee*. in bir^g bandes /. in bir er^^s /. in bir 
nose /. and in bire mouth and leiten bire for deed / and 
wenten awey

[2163] 11 Wban Melibeas / retourned was in to bis 
bous / and saugB al tbis mesd^ieif? he lyk* a mad man 
rentynge bis clotbes / g’an to wepe and crie

[2164] 11 Prudence bis wyf / as ferfortb as sbe dorste / 
bisoglite bym / of bis wep3'n<< for to stynte / [2165] but nat 
for-tby / he gan to crie and wepen euere lenger tbe moore 

[2166] H Tbis noble wyf Prudence / remembred bire / 
vpon tbe sentence of Ouide / in bis book / that cleped is tbe 

^OiUms / Io remedie of loue || where as he seitb / [2167] he is a fool J
’ that destourbe^h the mooder to wepen in tbe dooth of bire 

cbild / tU. sbe haue wept bir fillo / as for a cortein tym^o 
[2168] H And thanne / shal man doon bis diligence witb 
amyablo wordes / bire to reconforto / and preyon bire of 
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hir wepyng' for to stynte [2169] IT ffor wliiah rcson this 
noble vyy Prudence / sufTred hir housbonde for to wepe 
and crie /as for a certein space [2170] And whan she 
saugh hir tyme / she see^de hym in this wise IT Allas / my 
lord quod she / why make ye youre sellf for to be lylit a- 
fool / [2171] for sothe / it aperteneth nat to a wys man / 
to maken swiche a sorwe / [2172] youre ^doghter / -vittS 
the grace of god shal warissBe and escape / [2173] And al 
were it so / that she right now were deed 5 ye ne oughte 
nab as for hir deeiih youre sdf to destroye [2174] IT Send* 
seith I the wise man / shal nat take to greet discc^nfc^rf for ' 
the deelih of his cciildren / [2175] but ce?•tee / he sholde 
euffren it in pacience / as wel / as he / abideth the deeth / 
of his owene. propre persone

[2176] IT This Melibeus / afewlrde anon and seyde 
IT Whab man quod he sholde of his wep;yng stente / that 
hath so greet a cause for to wepe ? [2177] Ihesu cnsb 
cure lord hym selli wepte for the deeth of Lazarus hys 
freend [2178] *1 Prudence afswerde ||. Certes wel I woob || 
Attempree wepyng^ is no thyng deffefded to hym ^^t 
sorw^eful is amon ges folk in sorwe / but it is rather graunted 
hym to wepe [2179] H The Apostle Paul vn-to the 
Eomayns writeth 1 Man shal reioyse with hem that make» 
ioye and wepen / with swich folk as wepen [2180] H But 
though attempree wepyng be ygraunted / outrageous 
wepyng* co-tes is deffended / [2181] Mesure wepyng*
sholde be considered / after the loore pat techeth us Senelb 
[2182] H Wlian that thy frend is deed quod' he / lat nat 
thyne eyen to moyste been o^ teeris / ne to muche drye / Al 
though the teeris come to thyne eyen / lab hem nat falle / 
[2183] And whan thou hast for-goon thy freend / do dili
gence to gete another freend! / and this is moore wysdom / 
than for to wepe for thy freend which that thou hast lorn / 
for ther-Inne is no boote / [2184] And therfore / if ye 
gouejme yow by eapience / put awe^y sorwe / out youre 
herte [2185] H Remembre yow / pat Iheeits SyiPalb eeith 

ELI.ESMERE 425. (6-T. 202) [ileaFS5S]
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203 SIX-^TEXT
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. ir A mai^ that is ioyous and glad in herte / it hym con- 
seirueth florissynge in his age / But soottdy / sorweful herte / 
maketih hise hones drye [2186] IT He seith eek/. thus / 
That sorwe in herte / sleeth ful mai^^ a man [2187] If Sa
lomon seith / That right as Motthes in the shepes flees / 
ano;yeth to the clothes / and the smale wormes to the tree / 
right so ano;yeth sorw'e to the herte / [2188] wherfore / 
vs oghte as wel in the deelth of oure children / as in the 
losse d; ope^e-e goodes temporels haue pacience .

I [2189] IT Bememhre yow vp on the pacieiat lob / 
whan he hadde lost his children and his temporeel sub
stance / and in his body endured and receyued ful many a 
greuous tribulacion) i yeti seyde he thus (2190] IT Oure 
lord / ma, donne; nosti'e Segneur] hath biraft it me /
right as oure lord hath wold / right so it is doon / blessed , 
be the name of oure lord [2191] If To thise foreseide 
thynges / answerde Melibeus / vn to his wy^f Prudence 
If AUe thy wordes quod he been sothe / and therwith pro
fitable / but trewely / myn herte is troubled Wiiih this sorwe 
so greuousiiy / that I nooti what to doone [2192] iT Lat calle 
quod Prudence thy trewe freendes alie / and thy lynage / 
whiche that been wise / telleth ynure cas / and herkneth 
what they seye in conseillyng* and yow gouo>me after hire 
sentence [2193] If Salomon seith / werk alie thy thynges 
by conseil / and thou shalt neue?- repente

[2194] IT Thanne by the conseil of his wy:f Prudence / 
this Melibeus / leet callen a greet congregacion) of folk/. 
[2195] as surgiens / Phisiciens olde folk and yonge / and 
somme oi hise olde enemys reconsiled as by hir sembla?^nt' 
to his loue / and in to his grace / [2196] and ther-with-al ] 
ther coomen som-me oi hise neighebores / that diden hym 
reuerence / moore for drede than for lone / as it happeth 
ofte /[219 7] If Ther coomen also / ful mairy suWtille flatereres 
and wise Aduocatz lemed in the lawe /

[2198] And whan tins folk / togidre assembled weren / 
this Melibeus in sornveeul wise / shewed hem his cas / 
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[2199] and by the manere of his ' speche / it semed W(^I f 
that In herte / he baar a crueel^ Ire / redy to doon venge
ance vp on hise foes / and sodceyily desired / that the 
wure sbolde bigynne / [2200] bu(f nathelns / yet axed iie 
hire conseil vpon this matiere [2201] IT A Surgien by 
licmce and asisf^e^f o’ swiche as weren wise / vp roos / and 
to Melibeus / seyde / as ye may heere

[2202] IT Sire quod he / as to vs Surgiens ape-tcneth / 
that ■we do to euery wigllU the beste that we kan / where as 
we been withholde / and to oure paciontz that we do no 
damage / [2203] wherfore it happeth many tyme and ofte / 
that whan twey men / han euerich wounded oother / oon 
same surgien heeleth hem bothe / [2204] wherfore / vn to 
oure Ar^ it is nat pe?'tinei^f to norice werre ne parties 
to supporte j. [2205] But certes / as to the warissliynge of 
youre doghter / al he it so / that she per-ilou.sl;y be 
wounded / we shullen do so entein,if bisynesse fro day to 
nyghft that with the grace of god / she shal be hool and 
Sound / as soone as is possible [2206] H Almoost / right 
in the same wise / the Phisiciens answerden / .saue that 
they seyden / a fewe woordes nioore / [2207] Tliat right 
as maladies / been cured by hir contraries || right so / si id 
men warisshe werre by vengeance [2208] H Ilise neigho- 
bores ful of enuye / hise feyned freendos that semedon 
reconsiled / and hise flatereres / [2209] maden seimbl^nt* 

wepiyngi and empeireden and agreggoden mudiel of Ihi.s 
matiere in preisynge greet,ly Melibee / of myght / of power / 

richesse / and of freendes despi^ynge / the power of hise 
Aduersaries / [2210] and seiden outrely that he anon 
sholde wreken hym on hise foes and bigynne werre

[2211] IT Vp rvrs rhon ne nn Acln ocaf that '^ths wy.s / 
by leue and by honseil f othere that were wise / anil seiile ||. 
[2212] hordynges / the nede for which wo becn a.mmbled 
in this place / is a ful heuy thyngi and an heigh matiere / 
[2213] by cause the wrongi and of the wikkeanesnc that 
hath be doon / and eek by reson the grete damages tlrnt
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in tyme comynge / lieen possible to fallen for this same 
cause / [2214] and eek by resofi p^ the grete richesse and 
power oo' the parties botiie / [2215] for the whiche mesons / : 
it were a ful greet perii to erren in this matiere [2216] 
H wlierfore / Melibeus this is oure sentence /.we conSeille' 
yow abonen alle thyng*. that right ,anon / thou do thy 
dUigenoe in kepynge thy propre persone / in swich a 
wise pal thou wante noon espie / ne wacche / thy pe■rsollo 
for to saue [2217] IT And after thatf we-conseille pat in 
thyn hous / thou sette sufficeant garnison so thak tliey f^iay j 

as wel thy body as thyn bous defende [2218] f But cei-tes / 
for to moeue werre / or sodee'nly for to doon vengeauMce / 
we may nat demen / in so litel tyme / that it were pi-ofit- 
able /. [2219] Wherfore we axen leyser and espace / to haue 
dehberacion) in this cas to deme / [2220] ffor the ooi^rnune 
preuorh)e seith i^lius IT Ho l^hat soone doemoth. seono shal, 
repente [2221] And eelk men seyn / that thilke l^uge is 
wys that soone vnd.erstondeth a matiere and l^uggeth hy 
leyser [2222] for al he it so that alle tariyng heanoyful / 
algates / it is ' nat to repreue in yeuynge of J^uggomeo^t' ne in 
vongoanco takyng^ whan it is suffli^^ant' and resonahle' 
[2223] 11 And that shewed oure lord Ihto’U crist by en- 
sample / for whan that the womman / that was taken in 
Aue■wtrio was broglik in his p>osomce / to knowen / what 
sholde he doon with birg po?■somo / al he it so that he wiste 
Ael hym seli’ / what that he wolde answere / yet ne wolde he 
nat answu'e sodee^i^ly / but he wolde haue delihll'acion) / and- 
in the ground ilie wroc^k twies •/ [2224] and hy thise 
causes / we axen dlliblraclon / and we shal thamml hy- 
the grace god / consellll theo thyng / that shal he - 
p^•etitahll /

[2225] 1T Vp stirten thamml / the yonge folk atones f 
and the mooste pa»■til of that compaij^nye scomed the olde 
wise men and higonnen to make noyse / and seyden / that’ 
[2226] right so I as whil that Iren is hook men sholden ■ 
smyte / right so / men sholde wreken hir wronges / while’
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fat they been fressBe and newe / and with loud voys / they 
eriden -wje’re / werre

[2227] U Vp roos tho / oon Of thise olde wise / and 
' with his hand made eontenaunee / that men sholde 
'holden hem stille and yeuen hym Audience [2228] 
Ii Lordynges quod he / ther is ful many a man / that 
Crieth werre werre / that woot ful litel what werre 
amounteth [2229] H werre at his higynny^n< hath so greet 
an entry ng* and so large / that euery wigfif may entre 
whan hym liketh / and lighl^ly fynde werre / [2230] but 
eertes / what ende that shal ther-of; bifalle / it is nat light 
to knowe |1 [2231] ffor sooolhy /whan fat werre is ones 
higonne / ther is ful many a ehild vnhorn his mooder / 
that shal sterue youg' by eause that ilke werre / or elles
lyue in sorwe / and dye in wreeehednesse ||. [2232] And 
ther fore / er fat any werre bigynne / men moste haue 
greet eonseil and grei^H delibeiraeion) [2233] H And whan 
this olde man / wende / to enfereeu his tale by rosons j 
wel ny alle atones / bigonne they to rise for to breken his 
tale / and bedon hym ful ofte / bise wordes for to abregge / 
[2234] ifor soc^thly / he that preeKeth to hem / that listen 
nat heeren hiae wordes / his awmon hem anoieeh [2235] 
H ifor Ihesus Syrak seith / that Musik* in wepynge is 
anoyous thyng]. this is to seyn |1 As muehe ftuailleth to 
speken bifore folk / to whiehe his speehe ano^yeth / as it is 
to syngo / hiforn hym that we.peth ||. [2236] And this wise 
man / saugh that hym wanfed audienee / and al shamefast* 
he sette hym doun agayn [2237] 51 ffor Salomon seith || ther 
as thou ne mayst haue ueen Audienee / enforee thee nat 
to speke [2238] 2 I see wel quod this wise man / fat the 
eo^jimune prourtrhe is sooth |1 That good eonseii. -vanti^eh / 
whan it is moost [nede]

[2239] IJ Yet hadde this Melibeus in his eonsi^^ / man^y 
foll^ that* pr-'i^^ly in his eere eonseilled hym eee-t^^n thjmt^ 
and eonseilled hym the co:utrarie in general Audi^enee

[2240] Whan Melibeus hadde herd / that the gretteste
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psrtae of his eonscil / weren aeeorded pat he sholde mahen 
werre / anoon / lae eonsented to hir eonseillyng* and fully 
aiferiiied hire sentenee / [2241] Thanne dame Prudenee / 
whan fat she saugh / laow that har housbonde shoope hym 
for to wreken hym 011 hise foes / and to bigynne werre / she 
in ful humble wise / whan she saugh hir tyme / sjede to 
hym thise wordes [2242] IT My lord quod she / I yow 
biseche as hertely as I dar and kan / ne haste yow nat to 
faste / and for alle gerdons / as yeueth me Audienee 
[2243] IT ffor Piers Alfonee seith who so that dooth to '
that oother good or hann f haste thee nab to quiten ib . for 
in this wise thy freend wole abyde / and thyn enemy shal 
the lenger lyue in drede [2244] 11 The prouerbe seith J he 
hasteth wel that wisely kan abyde [ And in wikked haste / 
is no profib

[2245] This Melibee answerde vn to his Ay^f Prudenee 
11 I parpose nat quod he to werke by thy eonseil / for 
many eauses and resons ' H ffor ee-rte-s / eueerf wight wolde 
holde me thanne a fool [2246] H this is to seyn / If I. 
for thy eonseellyng’ wolde chaungen thynges that been 
ordeyned and affcrmed by so manye Wyse [2247] H See- 
oundly I ' seye / that alle wo??!men been wikke / and , noon 
gocxi of liem alle 11 ffor of a thousand men seith Salomon / 
I ■ foond a good ma« but eee-tes of alle wommen / good 
wowman foond I neue/re [224S] H And also eertes / If I 
gouerned me by thy cxnseiii / it sholde seme that I hadde 
yeue to thee onor me the maastrae / and god fxrOrde / that 
it SO weere [2249] H For Ihesus Syrak seith / that if the 
wyf haue maistrie / she is exn■trarixns to hir housbxndr 
[2 25x]'H And Salxmxn seith H Neuere in thy lyf / to thy 
wjd / ne to thy clhld / ne to thy freend / ne yeue no power 
ouxr thy self j|. ffor bettre it were / that thy ehildren aske 
of thy persone / thynges that hem nedeeh / than thoU be 
thy selb in the handes of thy children / [2251] H And if I 
wolde werke by thy cxnseellyng' ' Certes / my cxnseillyng' 
moste som tyme be seeree / til it were tyme fat it moste be 
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knowe and tliis / ne may noglit be [2252. Car il est 
escript, la genghr-ie des femmes ne puet riens celloa fors ce 
qUelle ne set. [2253] Ap's, le plihosophre dit, en mauvais 
ccnseii les femmes vainquent les hoonnee: et par ees raisons 
je ne dors point user de ton conseil. MS Eeg. 19 C. vn, in 
Tyrwhitt, iv. 335. Prudence on Peasons 4 5, further on.)]

[2254] Whanne dame Prudence / fui debo:n.airly and ^pndcnco 
with greet pacience / hadde herd / al that hir housbonde 
liked for to seye / thanne axed she of hym licence for to 
speke / and seyde in this wise [2255] f My lord quod she / 
as to youre firste reson / certes it may lightly been 
answered IT ffor I seye / that it is no folie / to chaunge 
conseil fl. whan the thyng is chaunged IT or elles / whan 
■the thyng seineth / oothcr^veyes / than it was biforn 
[2256] IT And mooreouer I seye / that though ye han 
sworn and bihiglit to perfourne youre emprise H And 
nathelees / ye weyue to perfourne / thilke same emp^i’ise 
by luste cause / men sholde nat seyn therfore / that ye were 
a lied ne forsworn [2257] I ffor the book seith / pat the 
wise man maketh no lesyngi whan he turneth his corage to 
the bettre '[2258] IT And al be it so / thabyoure emprise be 
establissed and ordeyned / by greet multitude folk" / yet
thar ye nal* accomplice thilke ordinance / but yow like 
[2259] f ffor the trouthe df thynges / and the pr^^if been 
rather founden in fewe folk* that been wise / and ful of 
re.son / than by greetf multitude off folk* ther eue-y man 
crieth and clate:reth / what thatf hym liketh T Soolihly / 
swich multitude is nat honeste [2260] f As to the seconde 
reson /. where as ye seyn pat alle wommen been wikke ? 
Saue youre grace / certes ye despisen alle wommen in this 
wyse / [ca?’ il est escript, qui tout desprist, a tons desplaist\ 
[2261] & Senec seith / that who so wole haue sapi- ^eeneca 
ence / shal no man despise but he shal glSiUy / techen the 
science that he kan with-outeh p)esumpeion) or pride / 
[2262] And swiche thynges // as he nought ne kan / he 
shal naif been ashamed to lerne hem and enquere of lasse
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folk / than hym self /. [2263] And sore / that ther hath 
been many a good ovomman / may lightly be preued / 
[2264] H Ifor coides sore / oure lord Iheeu crii^tf wolde 
neuoj-e haue descended to he horn of a wowman / of alle 
Wfonnen / hadden hen wokke / [2265] And after that! for 
the grete houzio.ee that Is on wommen oure lord Ihcsu crosh 
whan he was rosen fro deeth to lyue / appeered rather to a 
womman j than to hose Apostles [2266] IT And though 
that salomon seith / that he ne foond neuez'e womman 
good / it folweth nat therfore / that alle wommen hen 
wlkke [2267] ffor though that he ne foond no good 
womman /. certes ful many another man / hath founden / 
mrnya womman ful good and treive [2268] IT Or elles 
per auenture / the entente of salomon was thfs / that as on 
souez'ejrn hownte he foond no womman / [2269] thos os to 
seyn / that ther os no wight ^<t hath souez'ej-n how-ntee / 
saue god aUone / as he hym self recordeth on hys Euawn- 
geloe / [2270] ffor ther nys no creature so good / that hym 
ne wanteeh siumvliat* o’ the pe^•feccion of god /, that ts hos 
maker [2271] IT Youre Hhrldde reson os thos IT ye seyn / of 
ye gouerne yow hy my consei!. / oh sholde seme. that ye 
hadde yene me the maistroe / and the lordshope oner youre 

• persone ||. [2272] sfre saue youre grace /ot os nat so 1 ffor 
of ot were so that no man sholde he consf^eiled / hut owdy 
of hem that hadden lordshope and maistrie of his pej'soue / 
men wolden nat be consei!.led so ofte |1 [2273] ffor sootld;y / 
thilke man that asketh conseio. of a purpos / yet hath he 
free choys / wheither he wole werke by that conseil or 
noon [2274] And as to youre fourthe reson ther ye 
see^n pat the l^angleroe of wommen hath hyd thynges that 
they woste nojj^y. As who seith / that a womman kan nat 
hyde that she woot [2275] If she those wordes been vnder- 
slonde d; wom!nen pot been langleresses and wokked / 
[2276] oi whoche wommen / men seyn that thre thynges / 
dryuen a man out of hts hous II that os to seyn Smoke / 
droppyngi of Eeyu /. and wikked wyues / [2277] and 
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swicbe wommen. seitli Salomon / fat it were liettre dweBe sa^iomon

in desi^rr* than witb a woiwman tliat is riotous [2278] IT And 
sire by yoiire lene / tliat am nat .1. / [2279] for ye liaan fuI 
ofte assayed my grete silence / and my gret pacience. || And 
eek* bow wel / tbat I kan byde and bele tbynges / tliat 
men ogbte secreel,/ to liyde [2280] And sootlily / as to 
youre fiftlie reson / wbere as ye seyn / tliat in wikked con
seil I wommen oenquissbe men IT god woc^f tliilke reson 
stant beere in no stede [2281] H ffor onderstoond now / ye 
assien conseil to do wikkednesse / [2282] and if ye ioole 
werken wikkednesse / and yoiire wi;f restreynetb tliilke 
wikked pai-pos / and ouercometb yow by resori) and by 
good conseil / [2283] certes yoiire wyO ogbte ratber to be 
preised / tban yblamed [228.4] H Tbus sbolde ye onder- 
stonde tbe Pbilosopbre / tliat seitb / In wikked conseil 
wommen oenquissben bir bousbondes [2285] H And tber 
as ye blamen alle wrornmen and bir resous || I sbal sbeive 
yow by man ye ensamples / tliat niany a wo;wnan / batb 
ben ful good / and yet been / and bir conseils fui boolsome 
and pj’ofitable [2286] H Eok/ som mon ban seyd tliat tbe 
consdiLlynge of wo^mnen / is outber to deere / or elles to 
litel of pris [2287] H But al be it so / Jiat ful man^ a 
wo?«man is badde / and bir coKed oile and nogbt wortb / 
yet ban men founde / ful many a good womman / and ful 
discrete and wise in conseilIynye [2288] H Loo lacob / by 
good conseil of bis niooder Eebekka wan tbe benyson of 
Ysaak/ bis fader / and tbe lordsbipe euer alle bise bretberen 
[2289] IT l^uditb by bire good co/R^ei. deliuered tbe Citee of 
Betbulie in wMcb sbe dwelled / out of tbe bandes of 
OloferntiS / tbat badde it biseged and wolde baue al destroyed 
if [2290] H Abygail deliuer’ed Eabal bir bousbonde fro 
Dauid tbe kyny tbat wolde baue slayn bjun / and apaysed 
tbe Ire of tbe kyngi by bir wiif and by bir good conseil- 
lyng’ [2291] 11 Hester / enbaunced greetly by bir good con
seil the' peple of god / in tbe regne of Assuerus the kyny 
[2292] H and tbe same bowdee in good conseillyny of
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many a good 'vonnnan may men telle [2293] f And moore 
euer/ wlian eure lord hadde creat Adam eure forme fader / 
he seyde in this wise / [2294] Tt is nat good / to heen a 
man alloone / make we to hym an helpe semhlahle to hym 
seli' /[2295] •! Heere may ye se / tliat if that womman 

were nat geode and hir consei^ls goode & pj-ofitahle / 
[2296] oure lord god of heuene / wolde neuere han wrogSt 
hem / ne called hem / help of man but rather confusion of 
man [2297] If And ther seyde oones a clerk' in ‘two vers || 
what is bettre / than gold ? laspre If What is bettre than 
laspre ? wisedoom / [2298] 1I And what is better than 
wisecioora ? womn^an ||. And what is bettre than a good 
woiBma^n? no-thyng [2299] H And sire by manye of othre 
resons / may ye seen tliat manye wommen been goode / 
and hir conseils goode and profitable j [2300] And therfore 
sire / if ye wol triste to my conseil / I slial restoore yow / 
youre Ooghtor / hool and sounO! / [2301] And coOs./ .I. wol do 
to yow so muche / that ye shul haue honour in this cause / 

TMOibcc [2302] Whan Meliboe haOde herd the wordes o^ bis
■wf Prudence / he seyOe thus [2303] HI se wel that tho 

T Salomon word of Salomon is s^ooh j|. he seith that wordes Jnat 
boon spoken discireiBtly by orOinaunce / been honycombes / 
for they yeuen swetnesse to the soule / and hoolsomnesse 
to the body [2304] H And wyf / by cause of thy sAvoi^to 
worOos j and oolo' for I haue assayed and proued thy greta 
sapience / anO thy’grete trouthe / I wol gouorne me by thy 
conseil. / in alle thyng /

1 rruOonco [2305] Now sire quoO Oame Prudence / and syn yo
vouche sa-uf / to been gouorn.od by my conseil / I wol 
enfer•me yow / how ye shul gouorne youre soif/ in chesynge 
of youre conseiillours [2306] H Ye shul first/ in alle youro 
weokes / meOceOy / biseken to the heighe god ho wol
be youro eol^s^Cilo^li• /. [2307] AnO shapoOh yow / fo swich 
entente / tbat he yene yow cons^oi. anO confort' as taugbto 

T Thobias Tbobio bis sone [2308] H At alle tymos / thou shalt blesse 
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god and praye liym / to dresse thy weyes / and looke / Jait 
alle thy conseels heen in hym for euo'emoore [2309] Seint 
lame eek* seith. any off yow haue nede of sapience / axe
it of god [2310] 11 And afterward / tlianne shu^ ye tak^en 
conseil of youra [self] and examyne wel youra thoghtes / o^ 
swich tlijrnt* as yow thynketh f>«t is hest for youre profit / 
[2311] And thanne shrd ye dryue fro youre herte. thre 
thynges that been contrariouse to gocxl conseil / [2312] 

That is to se^n / Ire / coueitise / and hastifnesse
[2313] 11 fi^rsb he fat axeth conseil o:f hym self / certes / 

he moste heen with-outen Ire / for manye causes / [2314] 
the firste is this H lie fat hathi greet Ire and wratthe in 
hym self / he wenef alwey that he may do thyngi that lie ' 
may nat do [2315] H And secoundee^y / he that is Irons 
and wrooth /he ne may nat wel deine / [2316] and he 
fat may nat wel deme / may nat wel conseiUe [2317] 11 The 
thridde is thiis / that he fat is Irous and wrooth as seith 
Senec ne may nat spehe / but lie blame thynges / [2318] 
and vith hise viciouse wordes / he stireth oother folk / to 
Angre and to Ire [2319] H And eek sire / ye moste dryue 
ceueitise out of youre herte / [2320] fior the Apostle seith 
H That ceueitlse is roote of aile harmes || [2321] And trust* 
wel / that a coueitous man ne kan noght deme ne thynke / 
but ooi^l^y to fulfiUe the' ende of his ceueitlse / [2322] and 
certes / that ne may neuere been aocempliced / for euere / 
the moore hlabunlaunce fat he hath of richesse / the moore 
he de^iireth [2323] H And sire / ye moste also / dryue out 
of youre herte hastifresse / for cartes / [2324] ye no may 
nat deeme for the beste a sode^yn thought j that faUeeh in 
youre herte / but ye moste auyse yow on it* fui ofte / 
[2325] ffoo as yy hhedd biffrn / T^Th co?emunr proouebe es 
this H That he fat soene deomeOh / soone repeelteth.

[2326] H H^irr / /^y hn bb /iS /Swco in Illre disprricioO 
[2327] Ooj’ ee»’tt3s / som thyng* fo-t s<^imt;ime si^e^eeth to 
yow / that it* is geed for to do / Anothed tyme it seme'th 
to yow the cM^trarie / ‘
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[2328] whan ye lian tal^i^n (^oi^seil of j'oure self / and 
lian d//ln/d ky good d/Oib/l'aciof swich thyng/ as yoe list 
■beat/ [2329] Thanne rede I yoiv / tliat ye kepe it/ 
’s/ct// / [2330] blwrey nat youre lonS/il. to no p/i•sono / 
but if. sd be tliat ye wenen sikcrly / that tliurgb youre 

" bi■iyre/ss^’^l^ youre condicion / shal be to yow the moore 
profitable [2331] H for Ih/aus Syrak seith / Neither to tliy 
foo ne to thy frend diacou/i•e nat thy secree ne thy folie / 
[2332] for they wol yene yow Audience and Ooe'ks''nge / to 
SuppertalioS in thy pi•/senle / and scorne tbee in tliyn 
Abaenle [2333] H Anotlier clerk' seith / That slaI■say shaltou 
fynden any p/)•sofe / that may kepe conseii. aike;rly 
[2334] 11 The hook seith / whil fat thon kepest thy cefs/il 
in thyn herte / thon kepest it in thy priison / [2335] and 
ivhan thou biivr//•esa' thiy conaeiI to any wight / he holdeth 
thee in his snare [2336] f And therfore yow is bettre to 
hyde sout/ conseii. in- youre herte / than ptis'/ hem / to 
wlioni ye han biwjreyed yorne conseil / that he wole kepen 
it cOeea and ati00e [2337] 11 ffor Senela seith 11 If so be / 
Jat thou ne mayst nat thyn owene conaeU hyde how 
darstou prayen any oother ivigllif thy conseil sikerls to 
kep/ [2338] 11 But nltheOees / If thou wene sikei^ly / pat 
th/ biwreiyng* of thy consi^ii. to a persone / wol make thy 
londilion> to atonden 'in the bettre plyt/. thanne .shaltou 
teilen hym thy conaeH in this wise [2339} H ifirst' thou 
shalt make no aembOant' wheither thee were leu/z-e pees or 
we/re / or this / or that*. ne shewe hym nat thy wille and 
thyn entente / [2340] ffor trust w''2i / Jat loff^eeli tliise 
cons/iiLloura be/n futereres /[2341] namei;s the eonseiUoMrs 
of gr/te lord./s / [2342] for they enforcen hem alwey / 
rather to speken pl/aante word/s / encl;snynge to the Oordea 
lnat'. than wordes ^oI been trewe or profitabOe [2343] 11 And 
th/rfere / men seyn / p((t the riche man hath seeld good con- 
seil but if* he haue it of hym seif* [2 344] H And after thiai* 
thou shalt coziald/re thy fr//nd/s and thyne encmss H 
[2345] Ai^ii aa tt^ulllJ^nge tt^h’ fr<^<2mi<5s tt^c^u sS^elO coo^-
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sidere / wiche Of hem / fat been moost feithful and nioos^S* 
wise / and ' eldeisSf and most approued in eons(3ill,yng'. 
[2346] Ai^d of hem ss^iilt* tlhou ass<«) tl^' conssii / tt^ie
caas requireth •

[2347] I sirye s ftee ^i^st f y^e shue siepe t;o ybt^oe oon*’ 
seil yforo freendes that boon trewe [2348] IT ffor Salfmop SsIfmfn 
sei.th 51 That rigllif as the herlo a man deliteth in saooon
f^at is soote / right so / the oonseel tnow■o froopdos / 
yoooth swotoposse to the sonie 1 [2349] He seith also 11 ther 
ma;u no thyng be lilrnod to the trewe froon(d || [2350] for 
oonles gold ne siloer / heth nat so moche worth as thek 
goode wyl f a treAve fl•oop(J [2351] H And eek he seith / 
that a trewe freend / is a strong deffepse / who so fat 
hym fyndeth / oerles / he fyndeth a gneet tresfon 
[2352] Thanne shul ye eek ofpsideno / if that yoore 
trewe freendes / been discreto and wise / H ffor the boolo 
seith / Axe abvey thy ofpseil. / of hem fat been vdiie / 
[2353] And by tins same i-osoP / shul ye elepep to yoore 
oonseil o^ youre fniendes that boen of age / swiche as han 
seyp and beep exp^i^H ip manye thynges / and beep 
.:ss)pnooed in copseiUypges [2354] H ffor the book seith / 
that ip the olde men is the Sapiepce / and in lopge tyme 
the prudipce [2355] 11 And Tullius seith / that grete 
thypges / pe been nat ay accompliced by strengthe / pe by 
delioei•nesse body / but by good cfPSl^il. / by Aoclfnitoe
of ponsfnos and by science / the whii^lie thre thypges / ne 
been nat fieble by age / but o^rles j they epfonoen and en- 
oneesoen day by day / [2356] And thspne / shul ye kepe 
this / for a genej-al neule H fE^l^aSl shul ye olepon to yoone 
conseil / a ferve o’ yfone freendes that heen especiale / 
[2357] for Salomon seith H Manye freendes haue th^ou^. / 
but among a thousand chese thee oon / to be thy conseil- 

lour / [2358] ffor al be it so / that thou first ne telle thy 

conseil / but to a f^we / thou mayst afte^]^u^£^i^<d telle it to 

mo folld if it he nede / [2359] but looke ahvey / that thy 
oonseii.lool■s / haue thilke thre odndioions fat I haue seyd
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bifore / tliat is te seyn / that tliey be trewe / wise / and 
o{ odd eifpaaience [2360] 11 And werke nat alwey in euery 
nede / by oon counseilOoM' alione ■ H fifoi* somtyme biboouetli 
if to been conseilled by manye || [2361] ifor Salomon seitB 
IT Saluacion) of thynges / is / where as ther been manye 
eonsedloifrs

[2362] Nbw / sith I haue toold yow / o; which folk / 
ye shoide been counsei^lled / now wol I teche yow wlhch 
coiiseU / yeeghte to eschewe [2363] H ffirsf ye shul eschue 
the consi^iilyng fooles || ffor Salomon seith J taal* no con- '
seil oo a fool / for he ne kan noght conseille / but after his 
owene lustf and his affeccion [2364] H The hook seith / 
tha* the pJV]^>•itie a fool is this H he troweth lightly
harm of eue-y wight / and lightly troweth alle bowntee in 
hym seeif [2365] H Thou shalt eek eschue / the conseiUyng* 

flateieies / swiche as enforcen hem / rather to preise 
youre pei-ssne by flaterye than for to telle yow / the sooth- 
fastnesse thynges,

[2366] H WheiOore' Tulliits seith H Amonges aile the 
pestilences that been in freendshipe / the gretteste is 
flatcrie / And therfore is it moore nede fat thou eschue 
and drede flatereres / than an^ ooi,her peple [2367] H The 
hook seith / thou shalt rather drede and flee / fro the 
sweete wordes / of flaterynge preiseres / than fro the egre 
wordes thy 0ieend! / that seith thee thy sothes || [2368]
Salomon seith / that the wordes of a flaterere / is a snare 
to chacche with Innocentz [2369] II He seith also / that he 
fat spcketh to his freend / wordes of* swetnesse and oi 
plesaunce / setteth a nelf biforn his feetf to cacche hym 
[2370] H And therOore seith TulKus / Endyne nat thyne 
eres to ilaterires j ne taaketh no conseei the wordes
flaterye H [2371] And Caton seith H Auyse thee wel / and 
eschue the woidis / of swetnesse and oi plesaunce 
[2372] 11 And thou shalt eschue / the conseillyng* 
thyne olde enemys / that been reconsiled [2373] H The 
booliS seih /. that no wight retourneth saufy / indo the 
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grace of Hs oMe enemy [2374] If And Isope ^eith / He 
trust nut to hem / to whiche tluou hust hud som tym.e werre 
or enemytee / ne telle hem nut thy conseil [2375] IT And 
Senecu telleth the cuuse why H It muy nut be seith he / 1 Sneci 
thut where greet fyr / huth longe tyme endured / thut 
ther ne dwelleth som vupour of wurmnesse [2376] And 
therfore seith Sulomon 11 In thyn olde foo trust neuere 
[2377] IT Ifor sikeirly / though thyn enemy / be reconsiled! 
und muketh thee chiere of humylutee / und lowteth to thee 
with his heed ne ti-ust hym neuer-e [2378] H flor cei’tes / 
he muketh thilke feyned humilitee / moore for his profiif 
thun for uny loue thy persone / by cuuse thut he deem
eth / to huue victorie ouer thy pereone / hy swich feyned! 
contenunce / the which vuctorue / he myghte natf wynne / by 
sti^^lP or werre [2379] And Peter Alfonce seith / Muke no 
feluwshipe / with thyne olde enemys || ffct if thou do hem 
bouMee / they wol peruei-ten it / in to wikkednesse 
[2380] And e^l^ thou most eschue / the coi^seiill^i^'j’ o^ hem / 
thut been thy seruuntz und beren thee greet reuerence / for 
pei-uuenture / they doon it moore / for drede thun for loue 
[2381] H And therfore / seith u Philosophre / in this 
wise ||. is no wight purfitly trewe / to hym fut he to 
soore dredeth [2382] H And Tullius seith I Ther nys no 
myght so greet of uny Empei-our / thut longe muy endure / 
but if he huue / moore lo'ue of the peple / thun for drede 
[2383] H Thou shult ulso eschue / the conseilii^g* of folk 
thut been dronkelewe || for they kun no conseiil hjrcle 
[2384] H flor Sulomon seith || Ther is no priuetee / ther us 
regneeh dronkenesse [2385] H Ye shul ulso / hun in suspec* 
the conseilly^nj* of swich folk*. us consei^lle yoow. u thyn<* 
piVuely / und coneei^e yow / the contrurie opl3i^l;y [2386] 
H ffor Cussidorie seith / thut it is u munere sleighte to 
hyndre / whun he shewelth to doon u thynj* opei^l^y / und 
werketh prluely the cont^rurie [2387] H Thou shult* ulso / 
huue in suspect*. the conseillyngt wikked folk {|. ffor the
hook* seith / The conseillyngt of wikked folk*. is ulwey fui
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of fraude ||. [2388] And Dauid seith H Ulisful is tliat man / 
Jiat hath nat folwed / the conseilyn'* of sherewes [2389] 
IT Thou shalt also eschue / the conseiHyn<* yong* fulk . 
for hir conseii. is nat rype

[2390] NOw sire / sith I liave shelved yow / which 
folk* ye shul take youre conseil / and of which foit ye shul 
folwe the conseil « [2391] now wol I teche yow / how ye 
shal. examyne youre conseil / after the docl;ri'ne of Tullius 
[2392] IT In the examynynge thanne of youre consciHoud 
ye shul considere manye thynges [2393] IT Alderfirsk thou 
shalt considere / pat iu thilke thyn<* that thou purposest / 
and vpon what thyngf thou woltf haue conseil / fiit verray 
trouthe / he seyd and consei'ued / this is to seyn / telle 
trewely thy tale [2394] 11 ifor he that seith fais / inay nat 
wel he cor^sijiiled / in that cas o' which he - lieth [2395] 
11 And after tliis / thou shalt considere the thynges pat 
acorden to that thou purposest / for to do / by thy conseil- 
lours if reson accorde therto /. [2396] And eek / if thy 
myght inay atteine ther-to / And if the moore par* and the 
hettre part* oi 'ttiy consee^lours acorde ther-to / or noon 
[2397] 11 Thanne shaltou considere / what thyng shal 
folwe / after hir conselIlyng’. as bate / pees / werre / 
grace / pinfik or damage / and manye othere thynges 
[2398] H Thanne / alie thise thynges / thou slialt chese 
the heste / and weyue alie othere thynges [2399] H Thanne 
shahow considere what roote is engendi^ed the matiere

thy conse^ / and what fmyk it may conserne and 
engendre [?4oo] H Thou sha^t eek considere alie thise 
causes / fro wbennis they heen sprongen [2401J H And 
whan ye han examyned youre conseil / as I have seyd? / 
and wbicb partie is the bittre ' and moore profitable / and 
hast approued if hy manye wise folk* and olde [2402] 
H thaime shaltou considero / it thou mayst parfourne if and 
maken it a good ende [2403] H ffor certes reson wol nat 
that any man / sholde higynne a tbyng", but if he myghte [ 
parfourne if as hym ogbte [2404] H Ne no wig^k sholde 
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take vp on hym so heuy a charge / that he myghte nat here 
if [2405] f fisr the pj-one-be seith I he that to muche 
embr'acctih / distreyneth litel [2406] And Caton seith. 
IT Assay to do swich thyng. as thon hast power to doon / 
lesb that tho «harge oppresse thee / so soore / that thee 
bihoueth / to weyue thyngt that thou hast bigonne / 
[2407] And if so be / fat thou be in doute / wheither thou 

parfourne a thing' or noon / diese rather / to suifre 
than bigynne [2408] H And Piers Alphonce seith T If 
thou hast mygSt to doon a thyng' of which thou most 
repente thee / it is bettre / nay than ye [2409] I this is 
to seyn / that thee is bettre / holde thy tonge stille / than 
for to speke [2410] H Thanne niay ye vnderstonde / by 
strenger resons / that if thou hast po'wer / to pai—oi^^jme a 
werk' of which thou shalt repente / thanne is it bettre / 
that thou sufre than bigynne [2411] H wel seyn they fat 
defenden emrry wight to assa.ye any thyng' which he is
in doute / wheither he may parfourne it or noon || [2412] 
And after / whan ye han examyned youre conseil / as I 
haue seyd biforn / and knowen wel / that ye may par- 
fourne youre empj'ise / conferme it thanne sadly til it be at 
an ende

• [2413] NOw is it resoli and tyme fat I shewe yow /
whaune and wherfore / that ye may chauiige youre conseil- 
leurs / with-outen youre rcpreue [2414] H Soothly / a man 
may chaungen his puipos and bis conseU if the ‘ cause 
ces.seth / or whan a ncwe caa.s bitydeth [2415] H Ifor the 
lawe seith that vpon thynges fat newely bityden / bihoueth 
newe conseil [2416] H And senec/ seith If thy conseil
is comen / to the eeris of thyn enemy ehaunge thy conseil 
[2417] H Thou mayst also ehaunge thy conseil / If so be ] 
that thou mayst fynde / that by errour / or by oothor 
cause / harm or damage may bityde [2418] H Also / if thy 
conseil be dishonest'. or ellis cometh of dishoneste cause / 
ehaunge thy conseil ||. [2419] ifor the lawes seyn H that 
alle bihestes . that been dishoneste / been of no value 
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[2420] *r And eekl If so be / p«t it be i^ipossible / or may 
nat goodl;y be parfowrned or kepff

[2421] II Aud take tliis | for a general reule / that euei'y 
conseil. fat is aifermed so strongly | tliat it may nat be 
cliaunged for no condieion that may bityde H I seye / f«t 
thilke conseii. is wikked . [2422]
Tb^s Melibeus / whanne he hadde herd the doctrine of 

bis wyf dame Prudence / answerde in this wyse 
[2423] 11 Dame quod he as yet? in to this tyme / ye 

ban wel and coueeml^bcl.y tangl^f me as in general / how I 
shai gouerne me in the chesynge / and in the withholdynge 
of my consisiilours || [2424] but noow wolde I fayn / that 
ye wolde condescende in especiial / [2425] and teile me / 
how liketh yow / or what semeth yow by oure consee^llours / 
that we han ■ ehosen in oure present nede

[2426] My lord quod she / I biseke yow in al hum- 
blesse / that ye wol nat wilfully replie agayn my resons / 
ne distempre youre herte / thogh I speke thyng* that yow 
displese || [2427] ffor god wo(^f that as in myn entente I 
speke if for youre Tasste / for youre honowr / and for youre 
profite eke / [2428] And soc^tldy I hope / that youre be- 
nyngnytee / woo. taken it in pacience [2429] H Trust^i^elime 
wel quod she / that youre conseU as in this caas ne shoode. 
naif as to speke prope)ly / be called a conseillymr* but a 
mocion or a moeuyng' folye / [2430] in which conseil / 
ye han erred in many a sondry wise

[2431] 11 fftrst / and forward / ye han erred in thassein- 
blynge of youre couseiilours |i [2432] ffor ye sholde first 
haue cleped a fewe folk / to youre ' conseil / and after ye 
myghte han shewed if to mo folk / if it hadde been nede 
[2433] 11 But to?■les / ye han so(^l8ey^Uy cleped to . youre con
seil a gi'e^e' mullllude of peple ful chargt^in^f and ful 
anoyous for to heere [2434] H Also / ye han erred / for 
there as ye sholden ooidy haue cleped to youre conseil 
youre trewe frondes olde and wise / [2435J y® han j’clcped 
straunge folk / and yong fdl^, false flatereres / and enemys 
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reconsiled / and folk / doon yow reuerence withouten 
loue [2436] IT And eek also / ye haue erred / for ye han 
hroght W'itA yoiy to youre conseil / Ire / coueitise / and 
hastifnesse / [2437] the whiche thre thinges been con- 
trai^i^ouse to euer-y conseii. / honeste and p/ofUtahle / [2438] 
the whiche thre / ye han nat anientissed or destroyed hem f 
neitheer in youre SeiU* ne in youre conseilleurs as yow oglite 
[2439] 11 Ye han erred also / for ye han shewed! ' to youre 
conseellours / youre talenti and youre affeccion / to make 
werre anon / and for to do vengeance / [2440] they han 
espied by youre wordes to what thyngi ye been enelyned || 
[2441] And therfore / han they rather ionsei:lled yow to 
youre talen* than to youre profit* [2442] M Ye han erred 
also / for it semeth / ^zt it suffisetih / to han been con- 
seiUed by thise conseellours oor^ly / and' wij) litel Auys / 
[2443] where-as in so greet* and so heigh a nede / it hadde 
been necessarie mo conseillours / and moore deliberacion) to 
parfourne youre emprise [2444] M Ye han erred also / for 
ye han nat examyned youre conseii. / in the forseyde 
manere ne i^ due manere as the caas requireeh [2445] M Ye 
han erred also / for ye han nat maked no diuision) bitwixe 
youre colnseillours M this is to seyn / bitwixen youre trewe 
freendes / and youre feyned conseiUours [2446] ne ye han 
nat knowe the wil youre trewe freendes / olde and wise
[2447] but ye han cast* alle hire wordes in an hochepot 
and enelyned youre herte to the moore partie / and to the - 
gretter nombre / and there been ye condescended [244S] 
11 And sith ye woot wel pit men shal. alwey / fynde a 
gretter nombre fooles / than wise men / [2449] and
therfore " the cowseUs that been at eongregacions and mul
titudes of folk*, there as men take moore reward! to the 
nombre / than to the sapience o:f persones / [2450] ye se wel / 
that in swiche conseillynges / fooles han the maistrie [2451] 
Melibews answerde agayn / and seyde / I graunte wel that M Meiibem 

I haue erred || [2452] but there as thou hast toold me heer- 
biforn / fat he nys nat to blame pat chaungefih hise con-
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seiUoTirs in certein caas / and for crteine luste causes 
[2453] rr I am al redy to ehaunge my conseel^loiu^s / rig&t 
as thow well; deuyse / [2454] IT The p-rouei’he seith'/.- that 
for to do synne is mannyssh / but certes / for to. perseuere 
longe in synne / is werk of the deuel

[3455] To tliis sentence answei?eth anon dame Pru
dence and seyde [2456] l Examineiihi quod she youre con
seil / and lat vs see / the whiche of hem / han spoken 
most resonahlely / and taught yow hest eonserl ||. [2457] 
And for as muche as pat the examynacini) is neeessa:rre / 
lat vs bigynne at the surgiens and at the phisieiens_/ that 
lirsb speeken in this matiere [2458] 11 se^ yow j that the 
Surgiens and phisiciens / han seyd yow in youre conseil 
disd’et^ely / as hem oughte [2459] 11 And in hir speche 
See^d fui wisely / that to the off.ce o:f hem apirt;ene■ih to 
doon to euei’y wight honoM" and profit / and no wiglit for 
to anoye / [2460] and in hir craft / to doon greet dilrgenee 
vn-to the cure hem / whiche fat they han in hir gou«rn- 
aunce / [2461] And sire / right as they han answered 
wisely and discrec^tly / [2462] right so rede I that they 
been hoighly and slu<^zu3i^I^ry gerdoned for hir noble 
speche j [2463] and eeek for t-hey sholde do / the moore 
ententif bisynesse in the cuuacron) of youre doghter deere 
[2464] ffor al be it so / fat they been youre freendes / 
theufoue shal ye nat suffren / that they seme yow for 
noght / [2465] but ye oghte the rather - gerdone hem and 
shewe hem youre largesse [2466] H And as touchynge the 
proplsicilfl which that the Phisiciens encreesceden . in this 
caas / this is to seyn / [2467] that in maladies / that oon 
el:rtrauie is warisshed by another eontrarie /. [2468J I 

• wolde fayn knowe / hou ye vnderstonde this text / and 
what is yiure sentence [2469] H Certes quod Melibeus / I 
vndeustlnde it in this wise [2470] H that righ" as they han 
dun me a el:ntl•auie / right so / sholde I dun hem another |( 
[2471] ffor rigl^tf as they han ^venged hem on me'/ and 
dun me wrong’i Right, so / shal I venge me vpon hem /

1 ELLESMERE 444 (6-T. 221) P l»ck]

    
 



222 s:[x-TEXT
GROUP B. § 10. MELIBEUS. Ellcsiuere MS.

and doon hem wrong. [2472] and thanne hane I cured oon 
conljrarie hy another

[2473] lo quod dame Prudence / how lightly is 
euei'y man enclined to his oivene desir / and to his owene 
plesaunce [2474] f Certes quod she the wordes the
Phisiciens / ne sholde nat han heen onderstonden in thys 
wise ||. [2475] ifor certes / wikkednesse / is nat contrarie 
to wikkednesse / ne vengeance to oengeauaoe / ne wrong* 
to wj^ong* • hut they heen semhlahle [2476] IT And ther
fore / o vengeaunce / is nat warisshed hy another oenge- 
awnce / ne 0 wroong* hy anoliher wroong*. [2477] hut 
euerich o^ hem encreesce^h and aggreggeth oothei? [2478] 
1T But cei'tes / the wordes the Phisiciens / sholde heen
onderstonden in this wise [2479] fio" goo* and wikked- 
nesse / heen two contraries and pees and werre / oenge- 
auwce and sufrauwce / eiscore^ and accord! and manye 
othere thynges 1 [2480] But certes / wikkednesse / shal he 
warisshed hy goodnesse / discord! hy accord! / w*erre hy pees / 
and so forth o’ othere thynges [2481] And heer-to accoi'deth 
Seint Paul the Apostle / in manye places ^2.482] H He 
seith He yeldeth nat harm for harm / ne wikked speche / 
for wikked speche / [2483] But do wel / to hym pat dooth 
thee harm / and hlesse hym fat seith to thee harm [2484] 
11 And in manye othere places he amonesteth pees and 
accord! [2485] H Bu* now wol I speke to yow / o’ the con
seil / which f^at was yeuen to yow / hy the men o’ lawe / 
and the wise folk* [2486] that se^den aile hy oon accord! / 
as ye han herd bifore [2487] H That ouer aile thynges / ye 
sholde doon youre diligence to kepen youre persone / and 
to warnestoore youre hous [2488] H And seyden also that 
in this caas / yow oghten for to werken fui apysely and 
wiM greeit* deliberacion [2489] H And sire / as to the firste 
point*, that toucheth to the kepyng of youre pei-sone / 
[2490], ye shul onderstonde / that he f^at hath werre shal 
eueremoore / mekely and deuoiU].y / preyen biforn aile 
thynges / [2491] that Ihes»< crist of his greto mercy wol 
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f Cato

han hym in his proteccioiD / and been bis sonereyn helpj^nj* 
at his nede ||. [2492] ifor certes / In tliis world ther is no 
wiglet* tliat may be conseilled ne kept snfficcantt;y -viiih- 
onten the kepj^nj< of oure lord Ihesn crisk [2493] IT To this 

T 1)3^4prophia ceiltence accoi’detb the prophete dauid / that seith [ [2494] 
' If god ne kepe the Citee / in ydel waketh he that it kepeth 
[2495] iCow sii^^ / thanne shul ye cconmmi^it e/’he kepynj:* of 
youre pa?•some to youre trewe freendes / that been approued 
and knowe / [2496] and of hem / shul ye axen helpe / youra 
persone for to kepe V ffor Caton seith If thou hast 
nede of help / axe it of thy freendes || [2497] ffor ther hys 
noon so good a Phisicien / as thy trewe freamd! [2498] 
IT And after this / thanne shul ye kepe yo-w fro alle 
straunge folk / and fro lyeres / and haue a^wey in suspeci* 

H PatmsA.ffonca hire coml)ai:gnya [2499] 51 ffor Piers Alfonce sehh
taak / no compaignye by the weye of straunge men but if 
so be fat thou haue knowe hym of a lenger tyme [2500] 
51 And if so be / that he be falle in-to thy compaignye par- 
auenture wit/outen thyn assemt'./ [2501] enquere thanme / 
as subtiUy as thou mays* o:f his conuersacioh) / and of his lyf 

. bifore / and feyne thy wey ||. seye that thou goods' thider
as thou wolt nalt go / [2502] and if he bereth a spere / 
hoold thee on the right syde / and if ' he bere a sWe:rd / 
hoold thee, on his lift syde. [2503] 51 And after this / 
thanne / shul ye kepe yow wisely from aH swich mamera 
peple as I haue seyd bifore / And hem and hir comseil 
eschewe / [2504] 51 And after this / thamme shul ye kepe yow 
in swich manere / [2505] that for any prssumpcion) o^ youre 
strengthe / that ye ne dispise naft ne acounte hta't the 
myggh' of youre Aduar•sarie / so litel / that ' ye lete / the 
kepyng’ of. youre paJ•^ome / for youre prcsumpciofl / [2506] 
for ene:ry wys man / dredeth his enemjr [2507] 51 And 

t calomom Salomon seith 51 weleful is he / that o’ alle hath drede / 
[2508] for certes /he that thurgh the hardymessa of his 
herte / and thurgh the hardymesse of hym seef / hath to 
greet pr•asumpciot) / hym shal yuel bityde [2509] 51 Thaime /
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33:nul ye eueremoore coT^i^trewu;yte embussS^einentz und uile 
espiaille [2510] H ffor senec senth. 11 That tlne wise man / 
he dredetln hurmes / [ . . . no ffap]. [2511] ne Ine ne 
falleth nn-to pej’nls / thut perils eschueth. || [2512] And ul 
be nt so / pit nt seme that thon a^lf nn siker place /-yet 
shaatow alwey do thy dnlngence nn kepynge of tlny pe?’sone. 
[2513] 11 this ns to seyn Ne he nat necliigei^tf to kepe thy 
persone / nat ooi^ly / for thy gretteste enemys / hut for thy 
leeste enemy {2514] [Car senegue dt i appartient a homme 
lhen ensegne gu\\ doubesonpetit ennemy'] [2515] HOuyde 
senth H that the lntel wesele / wol slee the grete hole / and the 
•vVnlie herh [2516] H And the hook / seith 1 A lntel thorn / 
muy prnkke a greet kyng fun soore 1. And an honmd / wol 
holde the wnlde hoor [2517] H But nathelees / I sey nut* 
thon shalt he coward! / that thou doute / ther / wher as ns no 
drede [2518] H I’h^e hook seith / that somme folk*, han 
greet' lust to dece^yue / hut yet* they dreden hem to he de
ceyued [2519] H Yet shaa-tou drede / to heen emponsoned! 
And kepe yow / from the compaignye of Scorneres [2520] 
H ffor the hook seith n rnth scoi'neres make no coi^piaignye / 
hut flee hnre wordes as venym

[2 521] H Now as to the seconde poin^f H Where as youre 
wnse consenUours consenUed yow to warnestoore youre hous / 
wnth grek dnlngence [2 5 2 2] H .1. wolde fayn knowe / how that 
ye Tude:rstonde / thnlke wordes / and what Is youre sentence

[2523] Melnheus answerde and seyde H Certes I vnder
stande nt nn thns wnse H That I shal warnestoore myn hous / 
wnth toures / swnche as han Castelles / and othere manere 
edifides / and Armure and Artelrnes / [2524] hy whnohe 
thynges / I may my persone and myn hous so kepen and 
deffenden that myne enemys / shul heen nn drede / myn 
hous for to Approche

[2525] TO thns sentence / answerde anon Prudence 1|. 
W^r^ne^toor^yn^g* quod she of henghe toures and of grete 
edifides / {ajpi^'ai-tient aucunes fois d m-gue'U. [2526] Len fait 

les tours et les grans edifices (Le Menagner, I. 209)] Avnth grete 
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costages and with greet trauaille / and whan that theyheen 
aceoi^]51iced / yef he they nat worth a stree / 'hut if they he 

t Notu/ofthe defended hy trewe freendes that been / olde and wise [2527] 
Boiie that may b. And vnderstoond wel / that the gretteste and stiongeste

garnyson / that a riche man may haue / as wel to kepen his 
paiisone as hise goodes.' is / [2528] that he he hiloued / 
amonges hys suhgetz andwith hise neighebores [2 529] ITifor 
thus seiiih Tullius H That ther is a manere garnyson / that 
no man may venquysse ne disconfite / and that is / [2 530] 
a lord to he hiloued at? hise Citezeins / and of his peple

[2531] HOw she / re ta tho theidhe p^oenp. where ais 
youre olde / and wise conseellours seyden H That yow ne 
oghte nat so<^ee^i^l;y ne hastily proceden in this nede / 
[2532] hut that yow oglite piirueyen and apparaUlen yow 
in this caas with greet diligence and greets delibeeacion 
[2533] f trewely / I troAve that they seyden right wisely 
and right sooth. [2534] ifor Tullius seith / In euery 
nede / er thou higynne it / Apparaille thee witi greet 
diligence [2535] Thanne seye I / that in vengeance 
takyiig' In werre / in hataille / and in waenestool^^fn<h 
[2536] er thow higynne / .1. rede / fat thou appaea/].le thee 
ther to / and do if with greeh delibeeacion) i [2537] hfor 
Tullius seith IT The longe apparaiilj^ngh hiforn the hataille / 
maareth short victorie ||. [2538] And Cas/idorUs seith IT The 
garnyson is stronger / whan it is longe tyme auyseii

[2539] But noAe lat vs speken / of the conseil that was 
accoirded hy youre neighehores / sAviche as doon yow 
reuerence Awithouten loue / [2540] youre olde enemys recon- 
siled / youre ftatereres / [2541] that conseeiled yow cer- 
teyne thynges priuely / and opei^n;/ / conseilleden yow the 
coi^trarie [2542] IT The yonge folk also / that consee^tleden 
yoAe to venge yoAe / and maace werre anon [2543] IT And 
certes sire / as I haue seyd hiforn / ye han greetiy eeeed / 
to han cleped / swich manere folkh to youre consee^l / [2544] 
which consei?Hose/ been ynogh repreued hy the eesofis 
afoee/ty(^ / [2545] hut nathelte/ / lat v-s noAe descetld/ to 
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the special H Te shuln first procede / after the doctrine of 
Tullius [2546] 11 Certes / the trouthe of this matiere / or of 
this conseil / nedeth naf diligei^t^y enquere / [2547] for it 
is wel wisf whii^lie they heen / that han doon to yow this 
trespas and vileynye / [2548] and how manye trespassours 
and in -vliat manere / they han to yow doon / al ^his 
wrong* and ail this vileynye [2549] H And after this 
thanne / shul ye examyne the seconde coMicion) / which 
that the same Tullius / addeth in this matiere [2550] H ffor 
Tullius put a thyng*. which that he clepeth consoirt^juige / this 
is to seyn ||. [2 551] who heen they and how manye / quelx;
Hz sojif] that consenten to thy conseil / in thy hilfulnlsse / 
to doon hast;i:f vlngeance [2552] H And lat vs considere 
also who heen they and how manye heen they / and whiche 
heen they / that* consentedln to youre Adul^'^<al■ies [2553] 
11 And certes / as to the firste poynti It is ■ wi! knowen /hhiclle 
folk* heen they / that consenteden / to youre hast^^f wilful- 
nesse / [2554] for1^I^ewlly / aile tho that conseilledln yow / 
to maken sodeyn werre / ne heen nat youre freendes [2555] 
H Lat VS now consideire / whiohe heen they / that ye holde 
so gre(^1^].y youre freendes as to youre persone || [2556] ffor 
al he it so / that ye he myglity and riche / clrtls / ye ne 
heen nat hut alloue /[2S57] for cl?■tli / ye ne han no child 
hut a dogliter / [2558] ne ye ne han hretheren ne cosyns 
germayns / ne noon ooj^er neigli kynrede / [2559] wherfore 
that youre enemys for drede sholde stinte / to plede with 
yow / or to destroye youre pu-sone [2560] H Ye knowen 
also that youre richesils / mooten heen dispended / in 
diuerse parties / [2561] and whan pat euel■y wight hath 
his , pairf*. they ne wollen taken hut litel reward! to v[e]nge 
thy deeth [2562] But thyne enemys / heen thre / and
they han manie children / hretheren / cosyns / tnd oother ny 
kynrede / [2563] And thougB so here that thou haddest 
slayn of hem .ij° or .iij° yet dwellen ther ynowe to hreken 
hir deeth / and to sie thy persone ||. [2564] And though so 
he that youre kynrede he moore siker and stel^l^et^sS. than 
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the kyn of youre .^duersarie’|| [2565] yet nathelees youre 
kynrede / nys hut a fer kynrede / they keen / hut litel syb 
to yow / [2566] and the kyn of youre enemys been ny syb 
to hem / And certes / as in thaif hir cOodii^ion / is beff than 
youres [2567] H ITi^i^nne / lat vs considere also / if the 
coinseii-lyng of hem ^it conseUli^den yow / to taken sodeyn 
vengeafiie / wheither it accorde to resioiSf [2568] And 
cei^tes / ye knowe wel nay || [2569] for as by right and 
reson / ther may no man taken vengeance on no wight / but 
the luge that hath the l^ui?isdiccion if [2570] whan it is 
graunted hym / to take thilke vengeance has'ti^liy or at- 
tempi^eey as the lawe requireth [2571] H And yet moore 
oner / of thilke word / thaif Tullius clepeth consentynge /. 
[2572] thou shalt considere / if thy myght and ' thy power/ 
may consenten and suifise / to thy wilfulnesse / and to thy 
conseilloizrs i [2573] And certes / thou mayst wel seyn / 
that nay [2574] H ffor sikerly / as for to speke p»•o;pI■eiy / 
we may do no thyng. but oonly swich thyp<* as we may 
doon rightfully i [2575] And certes right;fu^ly ne mowe ye 
take no vengeance / as of youre propre Auctoritee [2576] 
IT thanne mowe ye seen / that youre powei? ne conslii^tet^h 
natf ne acc(^^•deih nat with youre wilfulnesse [2577] IT Lat 
vs now examyne the thridde poii^tf that Tullius clepeth 
Conslii^uei^f [2578] IT Thou shalt vnderstonde that the 
vengeance that thou purposest for to take / is the conse
quent II [2579] And ther-ol: / folweth anol.her vengeanee / 
per-i /and werre / and othere damages with-oute nombre / 
of whiche / we be nat war/ as at this tyme [2580] IT And 
as touchynge the fourthe poii^f. that Tullius clepeth en- 
gei^i^iryngei [2581} thou shalt ct^nsidere / that this wrong* 
Ahich that is doon to thee / is engendred di the hate of 
thyne enem/s /[2582] and oo; the vengeance takynge / vpon 
thaf wolde engendre another vengeance / and mucaei. sorwe 
and wastynge of richesses as I seyde

[2583] IT Now sire / as to the po^i^nf that Tullius 
clepeth causes / which that is the laste poii^f. [2584] thou 
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shalt vnderstonde / fat the wrong' that thou • Iiast reoeyued f 
hatlr ce’teine causer / [2585] whiche fat clerkes clepen 
Orienr and Efficienr / and Causa longinqua / and Causa 
propinqua /. this is to seyn / the fer cause and tlee ny 
cause [2586] IT The -fer cause / is almyglity god / that is 
cause alle shynger [2587] 5 The neer cause / is thy 
thre enemys [2588] I The cause Accidental / was hate 
[2589] IT The cause material / be^n the fyue woundes of 
thy doglieSer [2590] H The cause formal / is the mane'e of 
hir werkynge that broghten laddres and cloumben in at 
thy wyndowes i [2591] The cause final / was for to sie thy 
doghter / It lotted nab in as muche as in hem was [2592] 
5 But for to speken o^ the fer cause / as to what ende they 
shul come / or what shal finally bityde hem in Sher 
eaas / ne kan .1. nat deme ||. but by coniectynge and by 

.supposynge {2593] H for we shul suppose / that they shul 
come to a wikked ende /. [2594] by cause / that the httk' 
of* decreer seith |{. seelden or with greet peyne / been causeis 
ybrogl^l;/ to good ende / w'hanne they been baddel;y bigonne

[2595] IT Now sire / If men wolde axe jne / why thab 
god suffred men to do yow this vileynye i Certes / I kan 
nat Wel answere / as for no soothfastnesse [2596] IT ffor 
ShaposSle seith / that the sciencer and the l^uggementz of 
oure lord god al^iyghlty been fui depe / [2597] ther may 
no man comprehende ne serchen hem suffi^antty / [2598] 
If NaShelcer / by (ce-teyne presumpcions and coeiecSynges / 
I holde and bileeue [2599] that god / which that is fui 
J^ustice and rightwisnesse hath suffred this bityde by 
luste cause resonabie |1.

[2600] Thy name is Melibee / this is to seyn / a man 
ShaS drynketh hony [2601] IT Thou hast ydronke so muchel 
hony o^ sweete Sempt^eel rechesres / and delices and hon
ours of this wiirld / [2602] that SIou art dronken / and 
hast forgcten / Ibesu crisb thy creaSour / [2603] Shou ne 
hast nat doon to hym swich honour and reuerence as thee 
oughte / [2604] ne SIou ne hast nab wel ytaken kepe / So

■ ELLESMERE 451 (6-T. 228)

if In libido dccre- 
taliuOT

5 kpotoOea

    
 



I OOdm

If Salomon

If Melbeo

229
GRoop B. § 10. MELIBEUS. Ellesmere MS.

the wordes Of Ouide IT/That seith || [2605] vnder the hony 
of the goodes of the body / is hyd the venym / that sleethi 
the soule [:i6o6] f And salomon seiiih IT If thou hast 
founden hony / ete of it' that; sufBseth / [2607] for if thou 
ete o' it out o: mesure / thou shalt spewe / and be nedy 
and poure / [2608] And perauenture / Crisst hath thee in- 
despit/ and hath turned! awey fro thee his face and hise 
eeris of Meeerecorde [2609] IT And also / he hath isuffred / 
that thou hast been punysshed in the manei’e that thow 
hasst ytrespassed [2610] If Thou hast doon syime / agayn 
cure lord ««!^s'. [2611] for cedes. the .iij. enemys of man
kynde / that is to seyn / the flessh / the feend and the 
world! /. {2612} thou hast suifred hem / entre in to thyn 
herte wilfully by the wyndowes of thy body / [2613] and 
hast nat defended thy self suffis^i^l^ly aga^yns hire assautes / 
and hire temptacions / so / thalt they han wounded thy, 
soule / in .v. places / [2614] this is to seyn • /the deedly 
synnes that been entred in-to thyn herte / by thy .v. 
wittes II. [2615] And in the same manere / cure lord c-n'stt 
hath --voold and suifred / that thy .iej. enemys been entred / 
in-to thyn hous by the wyndowes / [2616] and han 
ywounded thy dogliter in the foreseyde manere

[2617] IT Certes quod Melibee / I se wel that ye- en
force yow muchel by wordes / to oucrcome me / in swich 
manere that I shal nat / venge me myne enemys [2618] 
shewynge ,me the peirils and the yueles / that myghten 
falle o^ this vengeance || [2619] But who so wolde considere 
in alle vengeances the pee•ils and yueles fat mj'ghte sewe 
of vengeance takynge /[2620] a man wolde neuere take 
vengeance / and that were harm / [2621] for by the venge
ance takynge / been the wikked men disseuered fro the 
goode men [2622] If And they that han wyl to do wikked- 
nesse / restreyne hit wikked pwirpos / whan they seen the 
punyssynge and ohaseieynge of the trespassoure [2623]
[ a ce Respont dame prudence eert^es diet elle le t'ottrmje 
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[2624] Mai vengerne n’a.ppartient pas a vn chasm 
fors sculcmmt aux iuges Et a cedx qui mt, la iuridiion 
sur les malfaittanrs. (MS Eeg. 19 0. vii, lea:f 136.)] 
[2625] IT And yet seye I moorc /. that* riglit as a sicguler 
pmsoce / sycceth / ic takynge v’ecgeacce acoiiher man ./ 
{2626] rigBt so / sycceth the luge / if he do no vengeance 
of hem / that it han disserued |{ [2627] ffor Senec sei^h 
thus IT That mais'tef he seith is good / that proueth shrewes 
[2628] Ii And as Ca^sidore seith f A man dredeth to do 
outrages / whan he woo'* and knoweth / that if displeseth 
to the luges / and souereyns [2629] IT Another seith IT The 
luge fat dredeth to do . maketh men .slheeves ||. 
r263o] And Seint Paule the Apostle / seith in his epistle / 
wCoc he wniteth v«-i;o the Eomayns f at the luges heren 
nat the spere /with-outen cause / [2631] but they berew if 
to punysse the shrewes and mysdoeres / and ' to defende 
the goode men [2632] IT If ye wol thanne take vengeance 
of youre enemys / ye shul retourne / or haue youre recours 
to the luge that hath the lu^isdiccioc vp-on hem / [2633] 
and he shal punysse hem / as the lawe axeth and requireth

[2634] A quod Melibee / this vengeance / liketh me 
no thyng^ [2635] f I bithenke me now and take hecde / 
how ffortune / hath norissed me fro my childhede / 
and hath holpen me /to passe many a stroong* paas [2636] 
I How wol I assayen hire trowynge with goddes helpe / 
that she shal helpe me / my shame for to venge

[2637] Certes quod Prudence IT If ye wol werke by my 
conseil / ye shul ^^If asssiye ffortune by no wey / [2638] ne 
ye shul natf lene or bowe / vnto hire after the word of 
Senec ^2639] IT ffor thynges' / that been folily doon / and 
that been in hope of ffortune / shullen neueT-e come to good 
ende ||. [2640] And as the same Senec seith I^Tlie moore 
cleer and the moore shycycg' that ffortune is / the moore 
brotii / and the sonner broken she is || [2641] trusteth nat 
in hire / for she nys nat stidefasf ne stable [2642] for 
whan thow trowels* to be moost seur and siker hire
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helpe she wol faille thee / and dece;yue thee [2643] H-And 
where as ye seyn that ifortune liath norissed yow fro youru 
cliildhei^ie/. [2644] I seye / thai* 'in so muchel / shul ye / 
the lasse truste in hire and in hir wit ||. [2645] ifor senec* ' 
seith Ij what man that is norined by ifortune / she maketh. 
liym a greei* fool [2646] 51 Now thanne / syn ye desire •/ 
and axe vengeance / and the vengeance / tliat is doon after 
the lawe and bifore the luge / ne liketh yow nat* [264-7] 
And die vengeance that is doon in hope oi ffortune is peril-, 
ous and vncertein [264^81] Thanne haue ye noon oother 
remedie / hut for to haue youre recours / vnto the souereyn 
l^uge that vengeth / aile vUe^ynyes and wronges /. [2649] 
And he shal venge yow / after that hym se^f witnesseth / 
•^lieee as he seith [2-650] leueth the vengeance to me /
and I shal. do it*

[265i] Melibee answerde i|. If I ne venge me nat*. of 
the vileynye that men han doon to me [2652] .1. sompne or 
warne hem / that han doon to me that vileynye and alle 
othere / to do me another vileynye [2653] 51 ifor it is writen 
51 If thou take no vengeance oJf an oold vileynye / thou somp- 
ne^s* thyne Aduersaries to do thee a newe vileynye [2654] 
51 And also / for my suffrance / men wolden do to me so 
muchel vileynye / that* I myghte neither here it ne sus- 
teene / [2655] and so sholde I been putt and holden oner 
lowe [2656] 51 ffor men seyn / In muchel suifrynge / shul 
manye thynges falle vn-to thee / whiche / thou shalt nat 
mowe suffre

[2657] Cerates quod Prudence .1. graunte yaw that 
ouer muchel Iuffrance nys nat good / [2658] but yet no 
folweth it nat ther-^f / that euery persone / to whom men 
doon vileynye take it vengeance / [2659] for that aper- 
teneth and longeth al oonly to the luges / for they shul 
venge the vileynyes and iniuries j. [2660] And ther-fore / 
tho two Auctoritees / that ye han seyd aboue / been oor^ly 
vnderstonden in the I^uges / [2661] for whan they suffren 
ouer muchel the wronges and the vileynyes to be doon 
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•^itht^uten punyssRynge / [2662] they somj)ne nat a man al 
oonly I for to do newe wronges / but they comanden tt^ 
[2663] Also a wys man seith / that the l^uge that cor

' rectetih'nat the synnej-e comandetih and biddeth hym do 
. synne [2664} IT And the l^uges and souez-eyns myghten in 

■ hir land so muchel suffre the shrewes and mysdoeres |
. [2665] that they sholden by swich suftunce by proces

tyme / -^eiien o’ swich power and myght/ that they sholden 
■ putte out the luges and the souej’eyns / from hir places / 
[2666] and atte laste maken hem lesen hire lordshipes

[2667] 11 But lat VS now putte / that ye haue leue to 
venge yow / [2668] I seye /. ye been natf of myght and 
power / as now to venge yow / [2669] for if ye wole maken 
comparison / vn-to the myght of youre Aduersaries / ye shul 
fynde in manye thynges / that* I haue shewed yow er this / 
that hire condicion) / is bettre ' than youres [2670] H And 
therfore seye I that it is good as now / that ye suffre and 
be pacient ,

[2671] IT ffoithemioore / ye /nowijn wel / tha/ after alie 
comune sawe / it is a woodnesse / a man / to stryue with a 
strenger /o: a moore myghliy man / than he is hym sei:’ 1] 
[2672] And for to stryue with a man of euene strengthe / 
aOat is to seyn / with as strong* a man as he 1 it is pez-il /. 
[2673] And for to stryue with a weyker man / it is folie 
[2674] H And therhore / sholde a man flee stryuynge / as 
muchel as he mnghle [2675] H fbo Salomon seitO || It is a 
greet worshipe to a man / to kepen hym fro noyse and 
st:^^lf [2676] H And if it so bifalle or happe / tOat a man 
of gretter myght and strengthe / than IOou m^t*. do theo 
grevauwce / [2677] S;udie / and bisye thee rather to stille / 
tOe ^same greuawnce / than for to venge tOee || [2678] ff(^:t 
Senec seith || Thiak he puttetO hym in greet* pe)-! / that 
stryuetO with a grelter man / than he is hym sel:f [2679] 
H And Caton soOth / If a man of hyer estaak or degree ' / or 
moore myghty than thou / do thee anoy or greuance / 
suffre 0nm / [2680] for he that’ oones hatO greued thee J 
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aiiot,her tyme / ffia;y releeue thee and lidpef [2681] IT Yet 
sette I caas / ye haue bothe myght and liconee / for to 
venge yow / [2682] .1. seye that ther be ful manye 
thynges / tbat shul restreyne yow / of vengeance takynge / 
[2683] and make yow / for to enclyne to suffre / and for 
to han paclence / in the thynges / that han been doon to 
yow [2684] IT ffhsk and foreward! / if ye wole considere 
the defautes / that been in youre owene persone / [2685] 
for whiche defautes / god hath sufEred y^w haue this' 
tribulacion / as I haue seyd yow heer biforn [2686] IT ffor 
the Poete seith That; we oghte pacient^ly taken the trjbu- 
lacions that comen to vs -whan we thynken and consideren / 
that we han disserued to haue hem [2687] IT And Seint 
Gregorio seith H That whan a man considereth wel the 
nombre of hise defautes / and of bis synnes /. [2688] the 
peynes and the tribulacions that he suffreth / semen / the 
lesse vn-to hym [2689] And in as muche / a^ hym thynk- 
eth / hise synnes moore heuy and greuous / [2690] in so 
muche / semeth his peyne the lighter / an[d] the esier vn-to 
hym [2691] IT Also / ye owen to enclyne and bowe youre 
herte / to take the pacience of oure lord Ihesu crist 1| As 
seith seii^k Peter in hise Epistles [2692] IT Ihcsu crist he 
seith / hath suffred for vs and yeuen ensample to euery 
man / to folwe and sewe hym / [2693] for he dide neuere 
synne / ne neuej-e cam ther a vileynous word out of his 
mouj I [2694] whan men cursed hym / he cursed hem 
noghf. And whan men betten hym / he manaced hem 
nto^lii'. [2695] Also / the grete pacience / which the 
seintes that been in Paradys / han had in tribulaciofls that 
they han ysuffred with-outen hir dei^^rtf or gilk. [2696] 
oghte muchel. stiren yow to pacience [2697] IT fforther- 
moore / ye sholde enforce yow / to haue pacience / [2698] 
considerynge / thatf the tribulacions of this world / bu'^ 
litel while endure / and soone passed been and goone 
[2699] And the ioye that a man / seketih to haue by 
pacience in tribulaciens / is perdurable / after that the
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Apostle seith in his epistle [2700] IT The ioye of god / he 
seith is pei’tdurahle / that is to seyn enei’elastynge [2701] 
IT Also trowep and bileueth stedefastly / that he nys nat 
wel ynorissed ne wel ytaugh* that kan nat haue pacience / 
or wol nat receyue pacieeicief [2702] ffor Salomon seith 
H That the doctrine and the wit of a man / is knowen hy 
pacience [2703] IT And in another place he seith IT that he 
that is pa<^il^e^l'. gouee-neth hym by greet prudence [2704] 
H And the same Salomon seith The angi-y and ivrathful 
man / maketh noyses / And the pacient man atempreth 
liem and stilleth [2705] f He seith also / It is moore 
worth to he pacil^e^l' than for to he right strong*. [2706] And 
he that may haue the lordshipe o’ his owene berte / is 
moore to preyse / than he that hy his force or strengths 
taketh grete Citees [2707] IT And therfore / seith Seint 
l^ame in his Epistle IT That pacience / is a greet vertu of 
perfeccion

[2708] IT Certes quod ' Melihee /. I graunte yow Dame 
Prudence / that pacience / is a greet vertu d: per:feccion / 
[2709] hut eue?;y man may nat haue the perfeccion fat ye 
seken / [2710] ne I nam nat of the nombre / oo. right par- 
fite men / [2711] for myn Hiei'te / may neuere been in 
pees / vn-to the tyme it he venged / [2712] And al he it so 
that it was greet pez'il to myne enemys / to .do me a 
vdeynye / in takynge vengeance vp-on me /. [2713] yet 
tooken they noon heede of the peril / but ful’illeden / hir 
wikked ,wyl and hir corage [2714] IT And therfore / me 
thynketh men oghten nat repreue me / though I putte me 
in a lite, pei-il for to venge me / [2715] And though .1. do 
a greet excesse / that is to seyn / that I venge oon outrage 
by another ,

[2716] A quod dame Prudence / ye se;yn youre wyl / 
and as yow liketh / [2717] butt in no caas o’ the world / a 
man sholde nat doon outrage ne excesse / for to vengen 
hym [2718] *T ifor Cassidore sei.th || That as yuele dooth 
he that vengeth hym by outrage / as he that dooth' the 
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ou^trage [2719] And therfore / ye shul venge yow / after 

the ordre of right / that is to seyn hy the lawe / and noght 

by excesse ne by ou^i^'age [2720] IT And also / If ye wol 

venge yow of the outrage of youre Ad^U6^?-saries in oother 

manerc than right c^^andeith / y^e synnejni [2721] And 

therfore se^^h Senec i(. That a man shal neuere vengen 

shrewednesse / by shrewednesse [2722] H And if ye seye / 

that right axeth / a man to defenden violence by violence / 

and fightij^B^g* by fightyn^g»s [2723] Certes / ye seye sooth, 

whan the defense is doon anon with-outen Inter^ualle or 

with-ou^eft tariy^i^g* or delay [2724] for to defienden hym / 

and nat for to vengen hymi [2725] And it bihoueth / 

that a man putte swi^h attemperance in his deffe:^!^^i 

[2726] that men haue no cause ne matiere / to repreuen 

hym that defife^ei^^lth hym of excesse and outrage / for ellis 

were it agayn reson [2727] *1 Po^j^d^ee / ye knowen wel / 
that ye maken no deffense as now / for to defiende yow 

but for to venge yow / [2728] and so sheweth if that ye 
han no wyl to do youre dede attemprely 1. [2729] And 

therfore / me thynketh that pacience is good 1 fio^ Salomon 

seith IT That he that is nat paciei^'f shal haue greelt 
harm

[2730] Ceirtes quod Melibee / I graunte yow / thaf 
whan a man is in^aci^r^tf and wrooth / of thaf faf touch eth 
hym nogl^tf and that apertenelth nat vn-to hym / though it 

harme hym / it is no wonder || [2731] ffo:r the lawe seith [| 
That he is coupable that entremetteth or medleth / with 

sw^ch thyng as apeirteneth nat vn-to hym [2732] And 
Salomon sei'th 1 Tliat he that entreme(fcteth hju^i of ,t^he 
noyse or strif / of another man /.is ly^ to hym / that taketh 
an hound by the eris H [2733] ff'o:r righf as he that taketh 
a straunge houn^c? by the eris / is outherwhile / hiten with 
the hour^fi [2734] Eight in the same wise is it reson / that 
he haue harm / that by his inpacience / medleth hym / of 
the noyse of another man / where-as it aperteneth nat vn-to 
hym [273 s] *1 But ye knowen wel / that this dede / thai^, 
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is to sejm / my grief* and niy dlsese / touclieth me riglit 

ny Ii- [2736] And tlierfore / tliough I be wrooth and iu- 
pacienb. it is no merueille / [2737] And sauynge youre 

grace / I kan nat seon / that it mygiite greetly harme me./ 

th^ough I tooke vengeanwce / [2738] for I am richer / and 

moore myjgbty than myiiQ enemys bcen / [2739] -^ird '"'el 
knowen ye / that by moneye and by hanynge grete posses

sions / been alle the tliynges of this w^icld goii^^ned [2 740] 

11 And Salomon seith H That alle thynges / obeyen to 
moneye /.

[2 741] Whan Pr^udcnce / hadde herd hir housbonde 

auanten hym of his richesse and of his moneye / dispreis- 

ynge the power of hise Aduersaries / she spi^^k/ and seyde in 

this wise [2742] H Certes / deere sire I graunte yow that 
ye been riche and myghty / [2743] and that the richesses 

been goode / to hem j^ali han hem wel ygeten hem / and 

wel konne vsen hem ||. [2744] ffo:r h'ight as the body of a 

man / may nat* lyuen with-oute the soule j namoore may it 

lyue / with-outen temporeel goodes / [2745] And for rich- 

esses / may a man gete hym grete freendes [2746] H And 

therfore seith Pamphilles H If a netherdes doghter seith 

he / be riche / she may chesen of a thousamf men / 

quelle veultpour mary (MS Eeg. 19 C.vii, If 140)] [2747] for 

of a thousand men / oon wol nat forsaken hire ne refusen 

hire [2748] 11 And this Pamphilles s^^th also H If thow be 

right happy /. that is to seyn / If thon be right riche / thou 

shalt fynde a greet nombre of felawes and freendes ||. [2749] 

And if thy ffo:^^tuuc change / that thon wexe poure / fare- 

wel / freendshipe and felaweshipe / [2750] for thon shalt be 

al alloone wft/i-outeii any compaiguye / but if it be / the 

compaignye of poure folk* [2751] 11 And yet seith / this 

P^a^mphilles moreouer H That they that been thralle and 

bonde of lynage shullen been maad worthy and noble by 

the richesses [2752] H And right so / as by richesses / ther 

comen man^^^e goodes /. right so by pou^^te come ther 

manye harmes and yueles /. [2753] for greet pou^^te con-
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streyneth a man / to do manye yueles /. [2754] And ther- 

fore / clepeth Cassidore / pon^e / tlie mooder of Euyne / 

[2755] that is to seyn / the mooder of ouerthrowynge or 

fallynge doun [2756] IT And therfore seith ^iers Alfonce y. 

Oon of the gretteste Aduersitees of this woil^d! is / [2757] 

whan a free man / by kynde or by burthe is coiii^-treyned 

by ponerte to eten the Almesse of his enemy [2758] IT And 

the same sei^h l^nn^c^c^t^n^^ in oon of hise bookes ||. he seith / 

that sorweful and myshappy / is the condicion of a pome 

beggere / [2759] for if he axe nat his mete / he dyeth for 

hunger /. [2760] And if he axe / he dyeth for shame / 

And algates necessitee constreyneth hym to axe [2761] 

IT And therfore seith Salomon || I’l^at bet it is to dye / than 

for to haue sv^iiih ponente [2762] 11 And as the same Salo

mon seith IT Bettre it is to dye of bitter deeth than for to 

lyuen / in swich wise [2763] 11 By thise resons / that I 

haue seid vn-to yow / and by manye othere resons that I 

koude / [2764] I grauide yow / that richesses been 

goode to hem / that geten hem wel / a;ud to hem that wel 

vsen tho richesses [2765] H And therfore wol I shewe 

yow / hou ye shul haue yow / and how ye shul bere yow 

in gaderynge of ridhesses / and in what manere / ye shul 
vsen hem

[2766] H ^iilst* ye shul geten hem with-outen greet 
desir / by good leyser sekyngly / and na^t* ouer hastily / 

[2767] ffojr a man that is to desirynge to gete richesses / 
abaundoneth hym first to thefte / and to aile other yueles 

[2768] H And therfore seith Salomon H He that hasteth 
hym to bisily / to wexe riche shal be noon l^n^n^o^cen^'* [2769] 
H He sei^h also /. that t^he richesse that hastily cometh to 

a man / soone and lightly / go^th and passeth fro a man 
[2770] TT but tha^t* richesse / that cometih litel and litel 

wexeth alwey and multiplieth [2771] H And sire / ye shul 
geten lichesses / by youre wit* and by youre tlauaille vn-to 
youre pj’ofi.f. [2772] and that with-outen wrong* or hami 
doynge / to any o^^her persone [2773] H ffo:r the lawe 
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eeith / that ther maketh jio man hi?»seluen riclie / if he do 
harm to another wight || [2774] This is to seyn / thaf ■ 
nature deffe^de^h and forhedeth by rigt^if that no man 

make hym-self riche / vn-to the harm of another persone 

[2775] *T And Tullius seith || }^at no sorwe / ne no drede 

of deeth / ne no th^y^n^g* that may falle vn-to a man / [2776] 

is so muchel agayns nature / as a man to encressen his 
owene pr^o^fif* to the harm of another man || [2 7 7 7] And though 

the grete men '^nd the myghty men geten richesses moore 
lightly than thou /. [2778] yefi shaltou nat been ydel ne 

slow to do thy profif. for thou shalt in alle wise flee yd^ej^-. 

nesse [2779] 11 ffo^ Salomon seith /. that ydelnesse / techeth 

a man to do manye yueles [2780] H And the same Salomon 
seith II That he that trauailleth and bisieth hym to tilien 

his land! / shal eten br^e^d! [2781] but he that is ydel / and 

casteth hym to no bisynesse ne occupacion / shal falle in-to 

pouerte / and dye for hunger [2782] H And he that is 

ydel and slow / kan neuere fynde couenable tyme Tor to 

doon his profif. [2783] if^^ ther is a vel•sif^eur seith / that 

the ydel man excuseth hym in wj'nter / by cause of the 

grete coold and in som^^ / by encheson of the heete ||. 

[2784] fio:r thise causes seif Caton ||. waketli and enclyneth 

nat yow ou^^ muchel / for to siepe / for oue^ muchel reste • 

norisseth and eauseth manye vices 1|. {22^755] And therfore / 

seith Seint l^^r^ome ||. Dooth sowme goodes / that the deuel / 

which is oure enemy / ne fynde yow nat vnocupied ||. 

[2786] flor the -deuel ne taketh nat lightly vn-to his werk

ynge swiche as he fyndeth occupied in goode Wei^jkes

[2787] IT Thanne thus / In getynge richesses / ye 

mosten flee ydelnesse I. [2788] And after^^^i^iJ ye shul vse 

the richesses / whiche ye haue geten by youre wit* and by 
youre trauaille / [2789] in swich a manere / that men 

holde nat yow / to scars ne to sparynge ne to fool large / 

that is to seyn / ouer large a spend^i^)^./ [2790] for righ^i* as 

men blamen an Auaricious man / by cause / of his scarsel^^^. 

and chyngerie / [2791] In the same wise is he to blame .
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that spendeth ouer -largely 1. [2792] therfore seith

Caton 5f Vse he seith / thy rich^^sses that thou hast geten 

[2793] in swich a manere / that men haue / no matiei^o ne 

cause / to calle thee / neijier wrecche ne chynche / [2794] 

for it is a greet shame to a man / to haue a jtouere herte 

and a riche purs [2795] IT He seith also / the goodes that 

thou hast ygeten / vse hem hy mesure / that is to seyn / 

spende hem mesu:rahly / [2796] for they that folily / -^sa^itsn 

and despenden / the goodes that they han 5“ [2797] whan 
they han namoore pi-i^ipre of hir owene / they shapen hem 

to take the goodes of another man [2798] I-seye thanne / 

that ye sliul fleen Auarice / [2799] vsynge youre richesses / 

in swi^h manere / that men seyo nat fat youre richesses 

heen yhuryed / [2800] hut fat ye haue hem in youre 

mygSh and in youre W^^li^^nge [2801] 11 fifo:r a wys man / 

repreue^h the Auaricious man / and seith thus / in two 

vers [2802] 11 Wherto and why / hurieth a man hisp 

goodes hy his grete Auarice / and knoweth wel that nedes 

moste he dye / [2803] for de^^h is the ende of euery man / 

as in this pre^^z^nt lyf [2804] H And for what cause / or 

encheson ioyneth he hym / or knytteth lie hym / so faste 

vn-to hise goodes / (2805] that aile hise wittes mowen nat 

disseueren hym / or departen hym from hise goodes / 

[2806] and knoweth wel / or oghte knowe / that whan he 

is deed / he shal no thyng here with hym / ont of this 

worltf [2807] H And ther-fore seith seint Augustyii . That 
the Auaricious man is likned vn-to helle / [2808] that the 

moore it swelweth / the moore desir it hath to s-^^^^'^ve and 

denoure / [2809] And as wel / as ye wolde eschewe / to he 
called an Auaricious man / or chynche / [2810] -as rvel 

sholde ye kepe yow and go^i^zme yorv / in sAyich a wise / 
that men calle yow natt fod large [2811] H C^^l^^ifore seith 
Tullius 1. The goodes he seith of thyn hons / ne sholde 
natt heen hyd / ne kept so cloos ^hut tlia^ they myghte 
heen opened hy pitee and deho:nairetee [2 8 I'a] H thatt is to 
seyn / to yeuen pai^tt to hem that han greet nede /. _ [28x3] 
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ne thy goodes / shullen nat lieen so opene / to been . euery 

mannes goodes [2814] fl Aftenvard / in getynge of youre 

richesses / and in vsynge hem / ye shul alwey / haue thre 

thynges in youre herte /. [2815] that is to seyn / Oure lord 

god / Conscience / and good name [2816] fl ffi^ir^^ / ye shul 

haue god in .youre herte / [2817] and for no richesse / ye 

shullen do no th^j^i^g*. which may in any manere displese 

god / that is youre creatour and makere [2818] fl ffor after 

the word of Salomon fl It is hettre to haue a litel good 

with the loue of god-/ [2819] than to haue / muchel good 

and tresi^ru./ and lese the loue of his lord god [2820] 

fl And the prophete seith || That hettre it is / to been a 
good man and haue litel good and tresour / [2821] than to 
been holden a shrewe / and haue grete richesses [2822] 

fl And yet seye I ferthermoore / that ye sholde alwey 

doon youre bisynesse to gete yow richesses / [2823] so that 

ye gete hem wit/i good conscience [2824] fl And thapostle 

sei^h ||. that ther nys -thyng in this woi'liJ / of which / we 

sholden haue so greet ioye / as whan oure Conscience bereth 
TS good witnesse [2825] fl And the wise man seith || The 

substance of a man is ful good / whan synne is naf. in 
mannes conscience [2826] fl Aftei^w^a^i^c! in getynge of youre 

richesses / and in vsynge of hem / [2827] yow moste haue 

greet bisynesse and greet diligence / that youre goode 

name / be alwey kept* and conscrued ||. [2828] ffor salo

mon sei^h /. that hettre it is / and moore it auaiUeth a man 

to haue a - good name / than for to haue grete richesses ® 
[2829] And therfore / he seith in another place fl Do greet 

diligence seith Salomon / in ks^piyn^g* of thy freend! / and of 

thy goode name / [2830] for it shal lenger abide with 

thee / than any tresour / be it neuer so pj'i^jious [2831] 

fl And certes he sholde nat be called a gentU man / that 
after god and good conscience / alle thynges leff. ne dooth 

his diligence and hisjuiesse / to kepen his good name 

[2832] fl And Cassidore seith fl That it is signe of gentil 

herte ® whan a man loueth and desiIeth to han a good name ' 
ELLESMERE 4.63 (6-T.' 24o)
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[2833] 1r And therfore seith Seint Augustyn IT That tlier 
been two thynges / thatf am necessarie and nedefulle j 
[2834] and tbat is good Conscience and good loos / [2835] ' 
pit is to seyn / good Conscience / to thyn owene persone 
inward? / and good loos for thy neighebore outward! / 
[2836] And he that trusteth hym so muchel in his goode 
conscience / [2837] that he displeseth / and setiteth at 
noght his goode nanie or loos / and rekketh nogfif though 
he kepe nat his goode name / nys but a crueel cherl /

[2838] Sire / now haue I shewed yow / how ye shul 
do in getynge richesses / and how / ye shullen vsen hem / 
[2839] and I se wel / that for the trus* that ye han in 
youre richesses / ye wole moeue werre and bataille [2840] 
11 conseiUe yow / that ye bigynne no werre / in trus* of 
youre richesses / for they ne suffisen nogh* werres to mayn- 
tene [2841] H And therfore / seith a Philosophre 11 That 
man / tha* desireth / and wole algates han werre / shal 
neuere haue suffisaurece / [2842] for the richer that he is / 
the gretter despenses moste he make / if he wole haue wor- 
shipe and vit^toiriia [2843] And Salomon seith ||. That the 
gretter richesses that a man hath / the mo despendours he 
hath [2844] H And deere sire / al he it so / that for youre 
richesses / ye mowe haue muchel folk* [2845] 7®^ bihoueth 
it na*. ne it is nat good to bigynne werre / where as ye 
mowe in oother manere / haue pees vn-to youre worshipe 
and 1 profit [2846] H ffor the victories of batailles that been 
in this World! / lyeh naj* in greet nombre or multitude of 
the peple / ne in the vertu man / [2847] but it lith in 
the wyl / and in the hand o^ oure lord god almyghty 
[2848] H And therfore / l^udas Machabeus / which was 
goddes knyght*. [^!3.4<93 whan 'he sholde fighte agaa’n his 
aduersarie that hadde a greet nombre / and a gretiter mul
titude of folk / and strenger than was this peple of Macha- 
bee /. [2850] yet he reconf^orted his litel conmraigrye / and 
seyde right in this wise [2851] H Als lightly quod he / 
may oure lord god alm^ghtiy yeue victorie to a fewe folk*
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as to ma:n;y folk*. [2852] for the viotorie of a bataile oomth 
nat* by the grete nombre of peple / [2853] but it oome / 
from oure lord god o^ heuene [2854] If And deere sire / for 
as muchel / as ther is no man oo'tcin / if he be 'vorthy / that 
god yeue hym viotorie \ne,e>lus que il eet crtain se il est digne 

de Taaiouu de Dieu (Le Menagier, i. 226)] or naught /. After 
thatSal^omonseith/ [2855] thrrfrre/ouerl^m^nsl^rldegrel8ily • 
drede verres to bigynne / [2856] H And by oause / that in 
batailles / fallen manye perils / [2^857] and happeth outher 
while / that as soone is the grete man slayn as the litol 
man /. [2858] And as it is writen / in the seoonde book of ' 
kynges The dedes batailles been auenturouse / and no 
thyng oe:rteyne / [2859] for as lightly is oon hui^tf with a 
spere as anotlee* ||, [2860] And for ther is gret pe^il in 
werre / therfore / sholde a man flee and eschue werre / in 
a^ muchGi. as a man may gowilly |{. [2861] ffor Salomon 
seith /. He that loueth pe?-il shal falle in peril

[2862] After that Dame Prudenoe / hadde spoken in ' 
this manere / Melibee answerde and seyde [2863] H I see 
wel dame Prude^ioe that by youre faire wordes / and by 
youre resons that ye han shewed me / that the worre liketh • 
yow no teeyng*. [2864] but I haue nat yetf herd youre oon- 
seil / how I shal do in this nede

[2865] Certes quod she I oonseille yow / that ye 
acorrde with youre aduersaries / and that ye haue pees 
wiilh hem [2866] 11 eEOr Seint lame seith / in hise epistles 
IT That by oonoord and pees / the smale riohesses wexen 
grete /[2 86 7] and by debs^^ff and disoord! / the grete riohesses 
fallen doun [2868] H And ye knowon wel that oon of the 
gretteste and moost souei-ee^n thyng*. that is in this world / 
is vnytee and pees [2869] IT And therfore / seyde oure lord 
Ihosu oi'stf to hise Apostles in this wise [2870] U wel 
happy and blessed been they / that* louen and purohaoen 
pees / for they been oalled ooiildren god [2871] A quod
Melibee / now se I wel / that ye louen nat myn hmour / 
ne my worshipe [2872] H Ye knowen wel that myne 
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Aduersaries / han bigooinen tins dehi^iif and bryge / by hire 
outrage / [2873] and ye se wel that they ne requeren , ne 
preyen me nat of pees / ne they askOn nad to be reconsiled 
[2874] IT wol ye tiianne / tliat I go and meke me and 
obeye me tohem and crie hem tnercy ?/. [2875] ifor sothe / 
tliat were nat my worsbipe [2876] ifor right as men seyn / 
that ouer greet hoondyhesse / engeeidreth dispreisynge /• so 
faretli it* by to greet humylitee or mekenesse

[2877] Thanno bigan dame Prudence / to maken sem- 
bland of wratthe / and seyde [2878] H Certes sire / said^ 
youre grace / I loue youre honour and youre pi'ofid as I do 
myn owene / and eueetj haue doon / 12877)] ne ye ne noon 
oothor / syen neuej’e the contrarie [2880] H And yid if I 
hadde seyd / that ye sholde han purchaced the pees / and 
the reconsiliacion /. I ne hadde nat muchel mystaken me / 
ne seyd amys /. [2881] ffor the wise man seij) H The dis
sension / bigynneth by another man / and the reconsilyng'. 
by-2g:ynneth by thy seW [2882] 11 And the prophete seith 
fLoe shrewednesso and do goodnesse / [2883] seke pees and 
folwe id as muchel as in thee is [2884] H Yed seye I nad 
that y6 shul ratlier pinsue to youre Aduersaries for pees 
than they shuln to yow ||. [2885] for I knowe wel / that ye- 
heen so hard-herted / that ye wol do no thyng for me 
[2886] H And Salomon seith he thad hath ouer hard an
herte / atte laste / he shai myshappe and mystyde ,

[2887] Whaiiiie Melihee hadde herd daine Prudence 
maken semhland of wratthe / he seyde in this wise [2888] 
H Dame I prey yow that ye he nat displesed / thynges 
that I seyo [2879] for ye knowe wel that I am angry and 
wrooth / and that is no wonder /• [2890] and they thad 
been wrothe / witen nat wel / what they don ne wliat they 
seyn [2891] 11 Therfore / the prophete seith H That 
troubled eyen / han no cleer sighte [2892] H hut seyeth 
and consedeth me as yow liketh / for I am red;^. to do 
righd as ye wol desire / [2893] and if ye repreue me my 
folye / I am tlie moore holden / to loue yow and preyse.
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yow [2894] IT ifor Salomon seith ||. Thr^if he jat repreueth. 
hym that dooth folye / [2895] he shal fynde gretiter grace 
than he j that deeeyueth hym hy sweete wordes

[2896] Thanne selde dame Prudence f I make no 
somblank of wratthe ne Anger / huff for youre grete profit 
[2897] 51 ffor Salomon seith ||. He Is moore worth thak re- 
preueth / or chideth a fool for hls folye shewynge hym 
semblank of wratthe / [2898] than he that supportcth hym 
and p[r]eyseth hym In his mysdoynge and laugheth at his 
folye [2899] 11 And this same Salomon / seith afterward! .||. 
That by the sorweful visage of a man / that is to seyn / by 
the soiry and heuy contenance of a man / [2900] the fool 
correcteth and amende'th hym self

[2901] Thanne seyde Melibee HI shai naif konne an
swere to so manye faire resons / as ye putten tO me and 
shewen / [2902] seyeth shoi’tly youre wyl and youre con
seil / and I am al redy to fulfille and parfoarne ik

[2903] Thanne dame Prudence / discouered al hir wyl 
to hym / and seyde [2904] H I conseille yow quod she 
abouen aile thynges / that ye make pees / bitwene god and 
yow / [2905] and beth reconsiled vn-to hym and to hi.s 
grace || [2906] ffor as I haue seyd yow heer biforn /. god 
hath suffred yow to haue this tribulacion and disese for 
youre synnes / [2907] And if ye do as I sey yow / god wol 
sende youse Aduersaries vn-to yow [2908] and maken hem 
fallen at youre feeb redy to do youre wyl and youre com- 
andementz [2909] H ffor Salomon seith ||. whan the con- 
dicion of man is plesauretf and likynge to god /. [2910] lie. 
chaungeiih the hertes the mannes Adue?-saries and con- 
streyneth hem / to biseeren hym / of pees and of grace / 
[2911] and I prey yow / lat me speere with youre Aduersaries 
in prmee place / [2912] for they shul nat knowe / that it 
be of youre wyl / or youre assei^tf. [2913] and thanne whan 
I knowe / hir wil and hire entente /. I may conseille yow 
the moore seurely

[2914] Dame quod Melibee / dooth youre wil and, ^Melnuo 
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youre likynge /. {2915] for I putte me lioi^lly / in youre 
disposicion and ordinauwce

tPmdeiee [2916] Thanne Dame Prudenee / whan she saugK the
goode wyl of hir liousbonde / delihered and took auys in 
hir sel*. [2917] tliinkinge / how she myghte krynge this 
nede / vn-to a good conclusion / and to a good ende /. 
^(ji8j And whan she saugh hir tyme / she sente fori^hise 
Aduersaries / to come vn-to hire in to a pryuee place / 
[2.919] and shewed wisely vn-to hem / the grete goodes 
that Comen of pees / [2920] and the grete harhnes and 
perils / that heen in werre / [2921] and seyde to hem / in 
a gooc^ly manere /. hou that hem ougliten / haue greet re- 
pentauwce / [2922] of the Iniurie and wrongs that they 
hadden doon / to Melibee hir lord j and to hire / And to 
hire doghter

[2923] And , whan they herden the goo'dliche wordes of 
Dame Prudence / [2924] they weren so supprised and 
rauysshed / and hadden so greet ioye of hire / that wonder 
was to telle [2925] 11 A lady qnod they / ye han shewed 
vn-to vs / the hlessynge of swetnesse / after the sawe of 
Dauid the prophete / [2926] for the reconsilynge / wl^ich 
we heen nat worthy to haue in no - manere /• [2927] hdf we 
oghte requeren ik with greet contricion and humylitee / 
[2928] ye of youre grete gooidnesse haue presented vnto vs 
[2929] IT Now se we wel / that the science and the konnynge 
of Salomon is ful trewe [2930] H ifoi- he seith || That 
sweete wordes / multiplien and encreesen freendes / and 
maken shrewes / to he delionaire and meeke

[2931] H Certes quod they ./ we putten oure dede and 
al oure matere and cause / al hooUjT j in youre goode wyl /• 
[2932] and heen redy to oheye to the speche and comande-* 
menk my lord Melibee [2933] H And therfore deere 
and benygne lady / we preien yow and biseke yow as 
mekely as we konne and mowen / [2934] that it lyke vn-to 
youre grete goodnesse / to fulfillen in dede / youre good- 
liche worr?-" I [293s] for we cmsideren and knowelichen / 
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that we lian offended and greued my lord Melibee out Of 
meSure /. [2936] so ferfortb / that We be nat Of power / to 
maken hise amendes / [2937] and therfore / we oblige and 
bynden vs and oure freendes / to doon al his wyl and hise 
comandementz || [2938] 11 but perauenture / he hath swieh 
heuynesse / and swich wratthe to vs ward! j by cause of oure 
offense / [2939] that he wole enioyne vs swich a peyne / 
as we mowe nat bere ne susteene /. [2940] and therfore 
noble lady / we biseke / to youre wommanly pitee / [2941] 
to taken swich anysemiei^n' in this nede / that we / ne oure 
freendes / be nat desherited ne destroyed / thurgh oure 
folye

[2942] Certes quod Prudence / it is an hard thj^n< and rniddce
righk peHl.oujs / [2943] that a man putte hym al outrely / 
in the arbitracion and luggemenU and in the mygl^f and 
jiower of hise enemys [2944] H ffor Salomon seith || Leeueth H Saiomon 

me / and yeueth credence / to that I shal seyn H I seye 
quod he H ye peple / folk* and gouernours of hool;y chirche 
[2945] H to thy sone / to thy wyf / to thy freencf / ne to 
thy broother / [2946] ne yeue thou neuere m^g^Hf ne 
maistrie of thy body / whil thou lyuejs*. [2947] H ilow 
sithen he deffendelih / that man shal nat yeuen to his 
broother / ne to his freend / the myght of his body 
[2948] by strenger reson he deff^endeiih / and forbedeth a 
man / to yeuen hym s^lf to his enemy [2949] H And nathe
lees I conseelle you / that ye / mystruste nah my lord! / 
[2950]. for I woot wel / and knowe ve/i^i^ily / that he is / 
debohaire rnd meeke / large / curteys / [2951] and no 
thynj* desirous ne coueitous of good ne richesse [2952] 
iff for ther nys nb thyng* in this worcd! that he desiireth / 
saue ooidy / worshipe and honowr [2953] 11 fforther-moore 
I knowe wel / and am right seur / that he shal no thy^n> 
doon in this nede / with-outen my conseei. / [2954] '^^nd I 
shal so werken in this cause / thatf by grace of oure lord 
god / ye _shul been reconsiled vn-to vs

[2955] Thanne seyden they / with o. voys || worshipful
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lady we putten vs and eure goodes al fully in youre wi! 
and disposicion / [2956] and been redy / to comen / what 
day pat it like vn-to youre noblesse to lymyte vs or assigne 
VS [2957] for to maken oure obligacion and boond! as strong* 
as it liketh vn-to youre gpodnesse / [2958] that we moove 
fulfiUe the wille yow / and of my loj’d Melibee

[2959] Whan I)ame Prudence / badde herd the an- 
sweres o’ thise men / she bad hem / goon agayn pn'uely / 
[2960] and she retourned to hir lord Melibee / and tolde 
hym / how she foond hise Adue»"siiries ful repentant* .[2961] ' 
knoweleehynge ful lowely hir synnes and trespas / and how 
they were redy to suffren aM peyne / [2962] requirynge- awd:

" preiynge hym o’ merey and pitee i
[2963] Thanne seyde Melibee H die is wel worthy to 

haue pardon and foryifnesse of his synne Jat excuseth nat ' 
his synne / [2964] but knowelecheth if and repenteth; 
hym I axinge I^ndrd<*<jnce [2965] ffor Senec / seith -tlieir:
is the remissiofi and foryifnesi^^. where as . confession is 
[2966] 11 ffor Confession is neighebore to Innocence [2967] 

dH autre pari; eUui est prresque, innocent qui a honte de. 
son pechie et le recongnoist.(Le Menagier, i. 231)] 
And therfore I assente and corforme me to haue pees / 
[2968] but it is good pii we do if nat witA-outen the assei^li 
and wyl of oure freendes
- [2969] Thanne was Prudence right glad and ioyeful /

and seyde [2970] H Certes sire quod she ye han wel and 
gooidl;y answered! [2971] ffor rig^tf as by the conseH. / 
assenS and helpe youre freendes / ye han been stired / 
to venge yow and maken werre s [2972] right so -with^ 
outen hire conseil / shul ye nat accorden yow / ne haue^ 
pees with youre Aduersaries [2973] H ffor the lawe . seith || 
ther nys no thyngs so good by wey of kynde / as a thyng* 
to been vnbounde by hym fat it was ybounde

[2974] H And thanne Dame Pru.d.ence with-outen delay 
or tariynge y sente anon hire messages for hire kyn and for ■ ’ 
hire olde freendes /whiche fat were trewe and wyse /C2975] 
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and tolde hem hy ordre / in the presence of Melibee al 
this mateere as it is abonen exp?-ssed and declared / [2976] 
and preyden fat they wolde yeuen birg auys and con
seil / what best were to doon in this nede [2977] H And 
whan Melibees freendes hadde taken, hirg auys and deliber- 
acion o:f the:foi^seidemateere / [2978] awidiiiclden examyned 
it by greet bisynesse and greet diligence / [2979] they yaue 
ful conseil for to haue pees '^nd reste / [2980] and fat 
Melibee / sholde receyue w/tA good berte hise aduersaries / 
to foryifnessc and mg:rcy

[2981] And whan dame Pnidence hadde herd the 
assent* oJf hir lord Melibee / and the consed oi^ hise freendes 
[2982] accorde wit/ hire wille and hire entencioii / [2983] 
she was wondei^^ly glad in hire berte / and seyde [2984] 
11 Ther is an old prouirbi quod she seith {|. ■ Thi^t* the T Pnidence 
goodnesse fat thon ma^stt do tliis day / do if [2985] and 
abide nai* ne delaye it nat* til to morwe [2986] H And 
therfore / I conseille fat ye sende youre messages swiche 
as been discrete and wise / [2987] vn-to youre Aduirttriis / 
tellynge hem on youre bihalue / [2988] f«f if they wole 
trete of pees and of accord / [2989] thaf they shape hem / 
with-outen delay or tarlymg* to comen vn-to vs / [2990] 
which thyng* pcHfoowiT^d was in dede [2991] H And 
whanne thise trespasteurs and repentynge folk* of hire 
folies / that is to se;yn/ the Aduersaries o^ Mehbee / [2992] 
hadden herd / what thise Messagers seyden vn-to hem / 
[2993] they weren right glad and ioyeful / and answe:l^l^i^<al 
fui meecely and benigneey / [2994] yeldynge graces and 
thankynges to hir lord Melibee and to al his compaignye / 
[299s] and shopen hem wfi^A-outen delay to go wMM the 
Messagers and obeye to the cem<^l^<^(^i^(^i^nf of hir lord 
Melibee

[2996] H And right anon / they tooken hire wey to the 
Court of Melibee / [2997] and tooken wit/t hem / somme 
of hire trewe freendes / to maken feith for hem and for to 
been hire horwes / [2998] and whan they were comen / ^to
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the prisinci Of Milibii I hi seyde hem thise •cordis 
\ Melibee [2999] It standii.h thus qurd Milibii / and srrlih it is |

that yi [3000] causilies and -vitl-outi^n skili and risrn 
[3001] han drrn griti Iniuriis and wirngis / tr mi and 
tr my Prudinci ‘ and tr my drghtir alsr | [3002] frr 
yi han intrid in tr myn hrus by virlinci [3003] and haui 
drrn swich rutragi piit alli min knrwin wil ^it yi haui 
diee1rued thi diith / [3004] and thirfori / wrl I knrwi 
and witi af yrw | [3005] whiithir yi wrl putti thi 
punyssimeinf and thi chast-eyng6 I and thi vingianci cf 
this rutragi | in' thi wyl rjf mi | and rf my wy^ Prudinci I 
er yi wrl nat^

[3006] Thanni I thi wisisti rf him thri answirdi fGr 
him alli and siydi [3007] 11 Siri qurd hi I wi knowen 
wil I Jail wi biin vnwr:rthy I tr crmin vn-tr thi - Cou’’* 
rf so griit a lord and so worthy as yi biin S [3008] ffor 
wi han so grictly mystakin vs I and han offendid and agiitf 
in swich a wisi I agayn youri hiigh lordsh-pe I [3009] that 
triwiiy I wi han dissiruid thi diith I [3010] but yi* for 
thi griti goodnissi and dibonairitii ^it al thi world I 
witnissith in youri pi’■eone I [3011] wi submj’ttin vs I to 

’ thi ixcillinci and ben-gn-tii Of youri gracious lordehipi I 
[3012] and biin ridy to obi-i to alli youri comandimintz I 
[3013] b-sikyngi yow I that youri mirciabli p-tii I yi
wol considil■e ouri griti ripintanci and lough eubmyesiot- 
[3014] and graimtiu vs foryiuin1ee6 Of' curi o'utragioue

• trispas and offinei I [3015] for wil wi knows pit youri 
l-b1-■al graci and mii'cy I etrioohin him firthir in-to good* 
niesi I than doon ouri outragiouse giltis and treepae in-to 
wikkedn1eee I [3016] al bi if fat cui's^l^y and damp- ’ 
nablily I wi han agilf agiiyn yeuri hiigh Iordship<j_ ’ '

[3017] Thanni Mel-bee I took him vp fre thi gi-ound 
ful biijignely [3018] and riciyuid hiri ebl-gaoions and' hir 
beondis by hiri othis vp-on hiri pliggis and borwee I [3019] 
and aeeigned him a cii'tiyn day I to ritoumi vn-to his 
Court*. [3020] for to accepti and riciyui thi eint6noi and 
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luggemiei^f pat Melibee wolde comande to be doon on hem 
by the causes, aforesej'd / [3021] whiche thynges ordeyned /. 
euej-y man retoarned to bis bous |

[3022] And whan Jost dame Prudence saugh bir 
tyme / she freyned and axed bir loi’B Melibee / [3023] wbat 
vengeance / be thougbte / to taken of bise Aduersaries

[3024] To wbicb Melibee answerde and seyde IT Certes 
quod be / I tbynke and purpose me fully / [3025] to des- 
herite hem / of al pit eiere tbey ban / and for to putte 
hem / in exil for euere

[3026] Certes quod dame Prudence / this were a crueel 
sentence and muchel agayn reson / [3027] ffor ye been riche 
ynougb and ban no nede oo. oother mennes good / [3028] 
and ye mygbte lightly in tbis wise gete yow a coueitous 
name / [3029] wbicb is a vicious thyn< and oghte been 
escbued of euery good man [3030] ffor after tbe .sawe of the 
word o^ the Apostle /. Coueitise is roote aile barmes / 
[3031] And therfore it were befcre for yow / to lese so mucciel 
good of youre owene / than for to taken of bir good in tbis 
manere / [3032] for bettre it is to lesen with worshipe / 
than it is to ’wyiine witA vileynye and shame /. [3033] And 
eueri man oghte to doon bis diligence and bis bisynesse / 
to geten hym a good name /. [3034] And yet sbal be nat 
oonly bisie hym in kepynge of bis good nam^. [3035] but 
be sbal also enforcen hym alwey / to do som thyng* by 
wbicb be may renouelle bis good name / [3036] for it is 
writen / pat tbe olde good loos and good name a man / 
is soone goon and passed / whan it is nat newed ne re- 
nouelled [3037] IT And as touchynge / pit ye seyn / ye 
wole exile youre Aduersaries / [3038] that tbynketh me / 
muchel agayn reson / and out of *mesure /J^;3O39] con
sidered the power Jut tbey ban yeue yow vp-on hem sell’ H- 
[3040] And if is writen pat be is worthy / to legen bis 
pnuilege / pit mysuseth / tbe myght and tbe powmit fat 
is yeuen hym [3041] IT And l sette cas / ye myghte enioyne 
hem pat peyne by right and by lawe / [3042] wbicb l
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trowe / ye mowe nat do /. [3043] I seye ye miglile nat 
putten it to exocuciofl pe?'-auenture / [3044] and tlianne 
were it likly to retourne to tlie werre as it was biforn / 
[3°4S] -^nd tberfore / if ye wole fat men do yow obeis
ance / ye moste deemen moore cuiTteisly / [3046] this is to 
se;yn / ye moste yeuen moore esy sentences and l^uggementz 

■•3'047] ffor it is writen / jat he ^<t moost curteisly
eomandeth / to hym men moost obeyen / [3048] And ther
fore I prey yow pit in this necessitee / and in this nede / 
ye caste yow to ouercome youre berte [3049] T ffor Sene<* 
seith /. That he pat ouercomeith his berte / ouflj'ccjmej) 
twies [3050] IT And /Tullius seith 11 Ther is no thyng so ' 
comendable tn a gret^lf lord / [3051] as whan he is debon
aire and meeke / and appesetli ligRtj^;y / [3052] And I. prey 
yow pat ye wole forbere now to do vengeance [3053] in 
swich a manere / pit youre goode name may be keptf and 
conserued / [3054] and pit men mowe haiie cause and 
mateere / to preyse yow of pitee and of mercy / [3055]. and 
pat ye haue no cause to repente yow rf thyng pit ye doon 
[3056] 11 ffor Senec seith H He ouercometh in an yuel 
manere pit repenteth hym of his victorie / [3057] Wher
fore I pray yow / lat been in youre mynde and in
youre berte / [3058] to th§lfect mid entente pit god 
almyglity haue mercy on yow in bis laste luggeemenfi [3059] 
Hffor seint lame seith in his Epistle 11 luggement with- 
outen mej-cy shal be doon to hym / pat hath no mercy of 
anol^her wighb

[3060] Whanne Mclibee haclde herd the grete skiles 
and resons of Dame Prudence / and hire wise informacions 
and techynges / [3061] his herte gan enclyne to the wil o^ 
his wif considerynge hir trewe entente / [3062] and con
formed hym anon and assented fully to werken after hir 
conseilj/ [3063] and thonked god / of whom procede]) al 
vertu and alie goodnesse / fat h)TO sente a wyf / d so greet 
discrecion [3064] And whan the, day cam -pit bise Aduer
saries sholde appieren in his presence / [3065] he spak vn- * 
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to hem ful goo(^l;y / and seyde in this wyse [3066] IT Al he 
it so / fat of youre pride / and presumpcion and folie / 
and o? youre necligence and vnkonnynge / [3067] ye haue 
mysho:rn yow and trespassod vn-to m3. [3068] yef for as 
muche / as I. see and hiholde youre grete humylitee /• 
[3069] and fat ye been soi'y and repentan* of youre giltcs / 
[3070] it constreyneth. me / to doon. yow grace and mercjr • 
[3071] 11 Tliei^foi^ie/ I receyue yow / to my grace [3072] and 
foryeue yow outrely aile the offenses / Iniuries and wronges 
fat ye haue doon agajrn me and myne / [3073] to this' 
effec* and to this ende / that god d; his endelees mej'cy 
[3074] wole at the tyme o’ oure diynge foryeuen vs oure 
giltes that we han trespassed to hym in this wrecched! 
world! / [3075] ifor doutelees / if we he soi'y and repentan*

the synnes and giltes whiehe we han trespassed in the , 
sighte o’ oure lord god / [3076] he is so free and so merci- 
ahle / [3077] that he wole foryeuen vs oure giltes [3078] 
and bryngen vs to his hlisse / that neuere hath enide. Amen

H Heere is ended Chaucers tale of Melibee I and of 
Dame Prudence fSi
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If The mu rye wordes Of the Hoost/ to the Monk/ fjj
' * . ' ' [on leojfV!''!]

han ended / ^'as my tale' / Melibee 3079
And O Prudenee / and hire henignytee 
Oure boost seyde / as I • am.feithfiil man 
And by that precious corpus Madrian . 
I hadde leuere / than a barel ^la ' '

Jhat good lid; my 'wy.f / hadde herd this tale - 
'She nys no thyng / of swich paoienee ” •
As was this Melibeus ay^l’ Prudenee 
By goddes bones / whan I bete my knaues ” 
She bryngeth me forth / the grete clobbed staues 
And crieth / slee the dogges euerichoon 
And brek/ hem / bothe bak and euery boon 
IT And if thatt any neighebore of myne 
Wol nat in chirche / to my . w^:f endyne 
Or be so hardy / to hire to trespace 
Whan she cor^th [home] / she rampeth in my face 
And crieth / false coward / wrek thy wyf/ 
By corpus bones / I wol haue thy knyf/ 
And thou shalt haue my distal' and go spynne 
ffro day to nyght / right thus she wol bigynne 
Allas she seith / that euere pat I was shape 
To wedden a Milksope / or a coovard ape 
That wol been oueirlad with euei'y wight 
Thou dai?i3t nalt stonden by thy wyues righit 
IT This is my lit but if that I wol fighte 
And out at doro / anon I moot me dighto 
Or elles 15m but loslt but if that I 
Be lik* a wilde leon fool-hardy 
I woot wel / she wol do me slee som day 
Som neighebore./ and thanne go my way 
ffor I am perilous / with knyf in honde 
Al be it that I dar hire nat withstonde
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ffor she is / byg in Armes by my feitS
That slial hfe fynde / pit hire mys'dootli or seith 
But lat vs passe awey / fro this mateere .
IT My lord the Monk quad he, j be myrie of eheere 
ITor ye shnl telle a tale trewely 
Loo Eouehestre ' stt^iiii hie^r faste b;y 
Byde forth myn owene lord j brek nat oure game 
But by my trouthe j I.knoWe nat yqure name 
Wlier shah I Calle yow / my lord daun lohn 
Or daun Thomas j pr elles daun Albr^i 
O' what-lioiu^’be ye j by youre fader kyn 
I vowe to god j thou hast a ful fair skyn 
B is a gentiT pasture j ther thoiv goosf 
Thou art nat lyk* a penank or a goosk 
Vpon my feith j thou art som Officer 
Som worthy sexteyn j or som Celerer 
ffor by my fader soule jas to my doom 
Thou art a maister j whan thou art at hoom 
Ho poure eloystrerj ne no Hovys 
But a goueT-nour j wily and wys 
And the]rwrttZi.-al j brawnes and of bones 
A wel farynge persone j for the nones 
I pray to god j yeue hym eonfusiouw 
That fi:rst thee broghte j vn-to Eeligiouw 
Thou woldest han been j a tredefowel arighk 
Haddestow j as greet a leene j as thou ha^t myglik 
To parToume al thy lustj in engendi’are 
Thou haddesk bigeten j ful many a creature 
Allas j why werestow j so wyd a Cope 
God yeue me sorwe j but and I were a pope 
Hat ooi^l;y thou j but euery rnyf^lh^y man 
Though he were shorn j ful hye vpon his pan 
Sholde haue a wy:f j for al the world is lorn , 
Eeligiouw j hath take vp al the corn , 

tredyng*. and we borei men been shrympes 
Of fieble trees j ther eomen wreeehed ympes 
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[................................................................
.................................. no p i) in tM M/?.] 
This maketh / that oure wyues wole assaye 
Eeligious folk? for ye mowe bettre paye 
Of Venus paieuientz'/ than mowe we 
God wooif no lusshe^l^i^rr^ll payen ye 
But be nat . wrooth / my lord for fat I pleye 
fful ofte in game / a soo'th I haue herd seye 
1f Tbis w^^tby Monk / took al in paoienoe 
And ■ seyde I wol doon al my diligence 
As fer as sowneth / in-to honestee 
To telle yow a tale / or two / or three 
And if yow list* to herkne hyderwar^d! 
I ■ wol [yow] seyn the lyf / of seint Edward 
Or ellis / firsb Tragedies wol I telle 
Of whiohe /Ij haue an hundred in my Celle 
H Tragedie is to seyn / a oe:rteyn storie 
As olde bookes / maken vs memorie
Of hym / that stood / in greet p?-^i3]^i^?’itee 
And is yfallen / out of heigh degree 
In to myserie / and endeth wreoohec^^ly 
And they ben versified oo?man^;n(^ly 
Of .vj. feeb. w-hioh men depen Exametron 
In prose eek / been endited ma:uy oon 
And eek in meetre / in many a so^di-y wyso 
Lo / this deolaiy^i^g* oghte ynogh suffise 
Now herkneth / if ' yow liketli for to heere 
But first / I yow biseeke / in this mateere 
Though I by ordre / telle nat thise thynges 
Be it of Popes / Emperonrs / or kynges 
After hir ages / as men writen fynde 
But teUen hem / som bifore and som biliynde 
As it Bow oomth / vn-to my remembrauBoe 
Haue me exoused Of min ignoIuunoe

i^ Explioib

3148

3152

3156

3160

3164

3168

3172
[learnsj

3176

3180

ELLESMEBE 478 (6-T. 255)

    
 



256 SIX-^TEXT ’
GBOUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellesmeire MS.

Heere bigynnetli / the Monkes tale / de casibws 

Illusti^i^um.

I
wol blwaille / ln manere of Tragedie
The harm of hem / that stoode in heigh degree 
And filien so / that ther nas no remedie 
To hrynge hem / out of hid adue-rsitee 
ffor certein / whan fat ffortune list to flee 

Ther may no man / the cours of hire withholde 
Lat no man truste / on blyiid prospmitee 
Be war of thise ensamples / trewe and olde

[Lucifer.] 
At lucifer / though / he an Angel were

And nat a man / at hym wol I higynne 
flor though ffortune / may noon Angel dere 
ffrom heigh degree / yet fel he for his synne 
Doun in to helle / where he yet is Inne 
0 Lucifer/ brightest*. of Angels aUe 
How artow s^thanas / fat mayst nat twynne 
Out of miserie / in which fat thou art falle

[Adam.]

L
oo Adam / in the feeld Damyssene
With goddes owene fynger/ wroght was he 

And nat higeten / of mannes sperme vnclenS 
And weite all Paradys / sauynge o tree 
Hadde neuere wo^^ldily man so heigh degree 
As Adam / til he for mysgouernaiice 
Was dryuen / out of hys hye prosperitee 
To labour and to helle / and to meschaflce 
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3208

^S'a)n.pson.]

L
oo Sampson / -wiich that was Annuw(^ii^t* IT Sampson 
By Angel / longe .er his ITaliiuitee

And was / to god almyghl;y consecrad
And stood in noblesse / whil he myghte see
Was neuere / swieh another as was hee
To speke of . strengthe / and ther-wit/i hardynesse
But to hise wyues / toolde he his secree 3211
Thurgh which / he slow hym sel^f / for wrecchednesso

Sampson / this noble almygi^'ty Champion [leaf its, tack]

W^t^h^-outen wepene / saue his handes tweyne 
He slow / and al torente the leen
Toward! his weddyngi walkynge by the weye 
His false w^^/ koude hym so plese and preye 
Til she his conseil knew / and she vntrewe 
Vn-to hise foos / his conseii gan hiwreye 
And hym fersoelf. and took another newe

3216

3220

Thre hundred foxes / took Sampson for Ire 
And alle hir tayles / he togydre bond
And sette the foxes tayles / alle on fire 
ffor he I on euee’y tayl / had knyf a hrond 
And they hrende / alle the comes in that lond 
And alle hire Olyueres | and vynes eke 
A thousand men / he slow eek wttA his bond! 
And hadde no wepene / hut an Asses cheke

Whan they were slayn | so thursted hym / that he 
Was wel ny lorn / for which he gan to preye 
That god wolde / on his peyne han som pitee 
And sende hym drynke / or elles moste he deye 
And of asses cheke / that was dreye 
Out of a Wang* tooth / sprang anon a welle 
Of which he drank anon / shortly to seye 
Thus heelpe hym god / as Indioum can telle 
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By verray force / at Gazan / on a ny-’g;!!* 
Maugree Philistiens of that Citee
The gates of the toun / he hath vp plygPhf 
And on his bal*. ycaryed hem hath hee 
Hye on an hiH / pat men mygfite hem see 
0 noble almyghty Sampson / li^^ and deere 
Had thon nat toold / to wommen thy seeree 
In all this world! / ne hadde been thy peere

This Sampson / neuere Ciser drank ne wyn 
He .o:n his heed / cam rasour noon ne sheere 
By prec^j^if the Messages diuyn
ffor alle hise strengthes / in hise hceres weero 
And fully twenty wynter yeer by yeere 
He I hadde of Israel the gouernaiice 
But soone / shal he wepe many a teere 
ifor wommen / shal hym bryngen to meschance

Vn-to his lemman Dalida he tolde
That in hise heeris / al his strengthe Laar
And falsly to hise foomen / she hym solde
IT And slepynge in hir barm / vp-on a day [leaf 171] 
She made to clippe / or shere / hise heres away 
And made hise foomen / al this craft espyen 
And whan pat they / hym foond in this array 
They bounde hym faste / and putten out hise eyen

3240

3244

3248

3252

3256

3260

But er his heer/ were dipped or yshaue
Ther was no boond / with which men myghte 1u)o bynde 
But now is he / in prison in a Caue , 
Wh^ere as they made hym / at the Queerne grynde 
0 noble Sampson / strongi^s^tt mankynde •
0 whilom / I^uge in glorie and in richesse 
How maystow wepen / wt/i thyne eyen bljmdo 
Sith thou fro wele / art faUe in wrecchednesse 
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The ende of this ca^ytyf' was as I shal seye 
Hise foomen / made a feeste vp-on a day 
And made hym as a fool / hifoin hem pleye 
And this was / in a temple greet array 
But atte laste j he made a foul affra^y 
ffor he / the pilers shook / and made hem falle 
And doun fil Temple and al / and ther it lay 
And slow hym se^lf / and eek his foomen alle

3272

3276

3280

3284

This is to seyn the Pi^j^r^ces euerichoon 
And eek / thre thousand hodyes were ther slayn 
"Vith fallynge / of the grete Temple stoon 
Of Sampson / now wol I na moore sa^n 
Beth war / hy this ensample oo^d and playn 
That no men / teUe hir conse^Jl til hir wyues 
Of srvich thy^ng’ as they wolde han secree faya 
If fat it touche / hir lymes or hir lyues

[flercMles.]

O
ff Hercules / the souee’e^ Conquerour IT Hercules

lyngen hise werkes / laude and heigh, renoun 
ifor in his tyme / of strengths he was the flour 
He slow / and rafte the skyn of the leoun 
He of Centauros / leyde the Boost adoun 
He Arpies slow / the crueel bryddes felle 
He golden Apples / refte of the dragoun 
He drow out Cerberus / the hound of belle

3288

3292

He slow the crueel tyrant Businus.
And made his hors / to frete hym flessh and boon 
He slow I the iiry serpent venymus 
Of Acheloys homes two / he bral* oon 
And he slow Cacus / in a Cane O stoon 
He slow the geant* Ani^heus the stronge 
He slow the grisly boor / and that onon 
And bar the heuene / on his nekke longe
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Was neuere wi^^ff sith that this world bigan 
That slow so manye Monstres / as dide he 
Thurgh-out this wyde world / his name ran
What for his strengths / and for his heigh bouydee 3304
And eue^y Eeawme / wente he for to see
He was so stroong* fat no man myghte hym lette
At hothe the worldes endes / seith Trophee I ^^ates Chaicc- 

3308In stide of boundes / he a pileer sette

A lemman hadde / this noble Champion 
That highte Dianira / fressh as May 
And as thise clerkes / maken mention 
She hath hym sen*, a sherte fressh and gay 
Allas this sherte / alias and weylaway 
Euenymed was / so sub't-i^Hy with-alle 
That er fat he / had wered it h^^f a day 
It made his flessh / al from hise bones falls

But nathelees / so?wme clerkes hire excusen 
By oon fat highte Hessus that it maked 
Be as be may / I wol hire noght accusen 
But on his bak* this sherte he wered al naked 
Til fat his flessh / was for the venym blaked 
And whan he saugh / noon oother remedye 
In hoote coles / he hath hym seluen raked 
Ifor wftA no venym deigned hym to dye

Thus sta:^:f / this worthy / myghty Hercules 
Lo / who may trusts / on ffortune any throws 
fibr hym fat folweth / al this world of pree% 
Er he be war / is ofte yleyd ful lowe 
fful wys is he / that kan hym seluen knowe • 
Beth wad / for whan that ffortune list to glose 
Thanne wayteth she / her man to ouerthrowe 
By swich a wey / as ho wolde leest suppose
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T\[^e.biicli(idnezzar.'\
he ^^g^^f;y trone / the pi^ecious tresor 

The glorious ceptre / and Eoia^ magestee 
That hadde the ky^n^g* E'abugodonosor 
With tonge / ynnethe may dis^^yued bee 
He twyes / wan l^ei^L^salem the Citee 
The veisseji of the temple / he witA hym ladde 
At Babiloigne / was his soue:reyn see 
In which his glorie / and his deht he hadde

Nabuf;). 
donc^f^c^i

333i

3340

The faireste childreu / of the blood Eoial
Israel / he leet do gelde anoon 

Apd maked ech of hem / to been his thral 
Amonges othere / Daniel was oon 
That W£is the wiseste child euerychon
ffor he / the dremes the kyng expow'ned 
"^liere as in Chaldeye / clerk ne WEis ther noon 
That wiste / to what fyn / hise dremes soivned

[teat l-s]

3344

3348

This proude ky^ng' leet maken a statue of goltf 
Sixty cubites long* and seuene in brede 
The which ymage / he bothe yonge and oold! 
Comanded to loute / and haue in drede 
Or in a ffouimeys / ful of flambes rede 
He shal be brenff that wolde noght obeye 
But neuere wolde assente / to that dede 
Daniel / ne hise yonge felawes tw^(^;ye

This kyng of kynges / proud was and elaah 
He wende / fat god that sit in magestee 
He myghte / hym nat bireue of his estaat 
But sodi^;ynly / he loste his dignytee 
And lyk'a be-est / hym semed for to bee 
And eet hey as an Oxe / and lay ther oute 
In reyn / wifth wilde beestes Aalktid hee 
Til certein tyme / W’^ls ycome aboute
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And lik/ an Egles fetheres / wax his heres
Hise nayles / lyk a hriddes clawes weere
Til god relessed hym / a ce^teyn yeres
And yaf hym wit / and thanne with many a teere 
He thanked god / and euere his lyf in feere
Was he / to doon am^s / or moore trespace 
And til that tyme / he leyd was on his beere
He knew / that god was / ful mygJit and grace

3368

3372

3376

is sone / which that highte Balthasar H Balthasar 
That heeld the regne / after his fader day

He by his fader / koude noght be war •
ffor proud he was / berte and array 
And eelk / an ydolastre / he was ay 
His bye es^a^if assured hym in pryde 
But ffortune / caste hym doun / and ther he lay 
And sod^;^:hly / his regne gan diuide 3380

A feeste he made / vn-to hise lordes alle 
Vp-on a tyme / and had hem blithe bee 
And thanne / hise Officers gan he calle 
Gooth bryngeth forth / the vessels quod he 
Whi^che that my fader / in his prosperitee 
Out the temple / of l^ei^usalcm birafte
And to oure hye goddes / thanke we 
Of honow / that ' oure eldres wiih us lafte

[leaf 175, back]

3385

3388

Hys wycP hise lordes / and hise concubynes 
Ay dronken / whil hire Appetites laste 
Out of tliise noble vessels / sorn^i’y wynes • 
And on a wal / this ky^ng* hise eyen caste 
And saugh an hand Aimlees / pat wroot ful fast • 
ffor feere which / he quook* and siked soore 
This hand! / that Balthasar so soore agaste 
Wrooif Mane techel phares / and na moore 
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263 SIX-TEXT
aEoup B. § 12. mo'xk’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

In al that land? / Magicien was noon
That koude expounde / what this lettre mente
But Daniel / expowned it anon
And seyde kj^ng* god to thy . fader sente
Glorie and honour / regne / tresour / rente
And he was prourJ / and no-thyngi god ne dradde 
And therfore / god greet wreche vp-on hym sente 
And hym birafte / the regne fat he hadde

He was out cask of mannes compaignye
With asses / was his hahitacioun
And eet hey as a beesk in weet and drye 
Til that he knew / by grace and by resouw 
That god heuene / hath domyaf^ci^oue 
Ouer eue];y regne / and euei-y creature
And thanne / hadde god hym conipassiouw 
And hym restored / his regne and his figure

Eek / thou that ark his sone / art proud also 
And knowesk alle thise thynges verraily 
And art rebel to god / and art his foo 
Thou drank eek / hise vessels boldely 
Thy eek* and thy wenches synfully 
Dronke of the same vessels / sondry wynys 
And heryesk false goddes curse<^^ly 
Therfore to thee / yshapen ful greet pyne ys

This hand was sent from god / that on the wal 
Wi^ook Mane techel phares / truste me 
Thy .regne is d^oon / thou weyesk noghk at al 
Dyuyded is thy regne / and it -shal be 
To Medes and to Perses [yeue] quod he 
And thilke same nyghk this kyng* was slawe 
And Darius / ocoup^et.h his degree 
Thogh he therto / hadde neither right ne lawe 

ELLESMERE 48C (6-T. 263)

3400

3404

3408

3412

3416

3420

3424

[lcairi^76]

3428

    
 



264 SIX-TEXT
G^oup B. § 12. mo:^^]k’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

3432

Lordynges / ensample / t^(^er-hy may ye-take 
How that* in lordshipe J is no sikernesse 
ifor whan ifortune wole a man forsake 
She hereth awey / his regne and his richesse 
A^nd eek* hise freendes / hothe moore and lesse 
ifor what man / fat hath freendes / thurgh ifortune 
Mishape / wol maken hem enemys as I gesse 
This prouei-he / is ful soo'th and ful commune 343(:^-

3440

C[2^enobia.']

Enohia / Palymerie Queene IT Cenohia

As writen Persiens / hir nohlesse
So w^^'thy was in Aj^mes / and so keene 
That no wig!!* passed hire in hardynesse 
He in lynage / nor in oother gentilesse 
Of kynges hlood Perce / is she descended 
I seye nat* that she hadde moost fairnesse 
But hire shape / she mygSte nat heen amended 

3444

ifrom hire ohildhede / I fynde that she fledde 
Office o^ wommen / and to wode she went 
And ma:ny a wilde hertes hlood she shedde 
"^i1;h arwes hrode / that she to hem sente 
She was so swifp / fat she anon hem hente 
And whan pat she was eider / she wolde kille 
Leons / leopardes / and Beres al to-rente 
And in hir Ai^mes / weelde hem at hir wille

She dorste / wilde heestes dennes seke 
And rennen in the montaignes al the nyghi* 
And slepen vnder the hussh / and she koude eke 
Wr^astlen / hy verray force / and verray myght/ 
"Vitali any yong man / were he neuer so wigh* 
Ther ' myghte no thj^ng' in hir Ar^mes stonde 
She kepte hir maydenhodf / from euee-y wigr^lf 
To no man / deigned hire for to he bonde 
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Giovp B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

But atte laste / Hr freendes han hire mailed! 
To Onedake / a Prynce of that contree 
Al were it so / that she hem longe taried 
And ye shul vnderstonde j how that he ® 
Hadde swiche fantasies / as hadde she

' slmul
But nathelees / whan they were knyt infeere 
They lyued / in ioye / and in felicitee 
ffor ech of hem / hadde oother lief and deere

3464

3468

Sane o thyng* that she wolde neuere assente [leafi^Ts, hackj

By no wey / that he sholde hy hire lye
But ones / for it was Hr pleyn entente 
To haue a chiild / the world to multiplye
And also soone / as fat she myghte espye
That she was nat with childe / wt-t/i that dede 
Thanne wolde she suffre hym / doon his fantasye 
Eft soone / and nat hnf oones out of drede

3472

3476

And if she were with childe / at tHlke caistf 
Na moore / sholde he pleyen tHlke game 
Til fuUy / fou:rty dayes / weren pa^tf 
Thanne wolde she ones / suffre hym do the same 
Al were this Onedake / wilde or tame 
He gat na moore hire / for thus she seyde 
It was to wyues / lecherie and shame 
In oother caas / if fat men witA hem pleyde

Two sones / by Onedake hadde she
The whiche she kepte / in vertu and lettrure
But now I vn-to oure tale / turne we
I seye / so worshipful a creature
And wysgther-'^ith / and large v/.h mesure 
So penyble in the werre / and curteis eke 
He moore labour / myghte in werre endure 
Was noon / though, al this world men wolde seke 
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266 SITCTTEXT
B. § 13. monk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Hir riche array / ne myghte nat he told!
As- wel in vessel / as in hire clothyngi 
She was al clad / in perree and in gold!
And eek / she lafte noght / for noon huntymg* 
To haue so:^(^i'y tonges / ful knowyn;^
Whan Jiat she leyser hadde j and for to entende 
To lerne hookes / was al hire likyng'
How she in vertu / myghte hir lyf dispende

And shoiT^^y - / this proces for to trete
So dog^hty was hir houshonde and eek she 
That they conquered / manye regnes grcte 
In the Orieui* with many a faire Citee 
Aper^l^e^niiun* vn-to the magestee

Home / and wiih strong hond held hem ful faste 
He neuere myghte / hir foo men doon hem flee 
Ay / whil that Onedakes dayes laste

3496

3500

3504

3508

Hir batailles / who so list hem for to rede 
Agayn -Sapor the kyrng* and othere mo 
And how al this proces / fil in dede 
Why she conquered / and what title therto 
And after/ hir m.eschiel* and hire wo
How ^zt she was / biseged and ytake 
La* hym / vn-to my maister Petrak go 
That writ ynougdi this .1 vndertake

Dafl77] 3512

3516

Whan Onedake was deed / she myghtily 
The regnes heeld / and wz't^/- hire propre bond!
Agayn hir foos / she faught so eriue^^ly
That ther nas ky^i^;* ne prynce in al that lohd!
That he nas glad / if he that grace font*
That she ne wolde / vp-on his lend werreye 
With hire / they made flliance by bond!

. To been in pees / and lete hire ride and pleye 
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267 SITIXTEXT
GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

The Emperour Rome Claudius
Ne hym hifore / the Eomayn Galien
Ne dorste neuere [ been so corageus 
lie noon Ermyn / ne noon Egipcien 
lie Surrien / ne noon Arahyen
With-^^i^ne the feeldes / that dorste with hire fighte 
Lest that she wolde / hem w7tA hir handes slen
Or with hir meignee / putten hem to flighte

3528

3532

In kynges hahit / wente hir sones two 
As heires / of hir fadres regnes alle 
And hermanno / and Thymalao 
Hir names were / as PerSiens hem calle 
But ay Ifoi’tune / hath in hire hony galle 
This mygh-ty queene / ma;y no while endure 
Ifortune / out of hir regne made hire falle 
To wrecchednesse / and to mysauenture

.35536

3540

A^ui^elian / whan that the goue?maunce
Rome / cam in-to hise handes tweye

He shoope / vp-on this queene to doon vengeaMnce 
And with hise legions / he took his weye 
Toward Cenobie / and shoirtly for to seye
He made hire flee / and atte last hire hente 
And fettred hire / and eek hire children tweye 
And wan the J^and / and hoom to Rome he wente

3544

3548

Amonges others thynges / that he wan
Hir Chaar/ fat was yiih gold wroglSt and perree 
This.grete Eomayn / this Aurelian
Hath viih hym lad / for that men sholde it see 
Bifom his triumphe / walketh shee*
With gilte cheynes I on hire nekke hangynge 
Coroned was she / after hir degree
And ful of perree / charged- hire' clothynge 
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268, 271 sj^ijtext
GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellosmorc MS.

All^as Ifortune / she that whilom was 
Dredeful / to kynges and to Empe^oures 
Now gaure^h al the peple / on hire allas 
And she / that helmed was in starke shom-es 
And wan hy force / townes stronge and toures 
Shal on hir hef^CT /- now were a vitremyte 
And she that bar/ the ceptre ful of fleures 
Shal bere a dist^lf / hire costes for to quyte

instances wh^ch ehM^ are ali the end o^the in this

3560

3564

A ..% 1 though / that Nero were vicius
J[—As any feend that lith in belle adoun 
Yet he / as telleth vs Swetonius
This wyde world / hadde in subieccioun 
Bothe Esi* and W<3ss* North / and Septomtriou« 
Of Eubies / saphires / and of peerles white 
Were alle hise clothes / brouded vp and doun 
ffor he in gemmes / greeiily gan dolito

Moore delic^^tf moore pompous of array 
Moore proud / was neuere Empej’our than he 
That ilke clooth / pat he hadde wered o day 
After that tyme / he nolde it neuere see 
Nettes of gold throed / hadde he greet plentee 
To fisshe in Tybre / whan hym liste pleye 
Hise lustes were al lawe / in his docl’eo "
ffor ffortune / as his freenct / hym wolde obeye

Ho Eome brende / for his delicasie 
The Senatours / he slow vp-on a day 
To hooro / how men wolde wepe and crie ‘ 
And slow his brother / and by his suster lay 
His mooder made he / in pitous array 
ffor he / hire wombe slitte / to biholde 
Wl^ei^e he conceyued was so weilaway 
That he so litei / of his mood-^^ tolde
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271, 272 SIX-TEXT
Gioup B. § 13. monk’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Ko teere out of hise eyen / for that sighte . 
He cam / hut seyde / a fair womman was she 
Greet wonder is / how fat he koude / or myghte 
Be domesman / of hire dede beautee* . ■
The wyn to bryngen hym comanded £e . '
And drank / anon / noon oolther wo he made 
Whan myght is ioyned vn-to crueltee ' 
Alikas to depe / wol the venym wade

3680

3684

In yowthe / a maister hadde this Emperour
To teche hym lettmre / and curteisye 
ffor moralitee / he was the flour
As in his tyme / but if bookes lye
And whil this maister / hadde of hym mais'trye 
He maked hym / so kormj^i^j* and so sowple 
That longe tyme it was / er tirannye
Or any vice / dorste on hym vncowple

DMOTWe]

3688

3692

This Seneca / of which that I deuyse- 
By cause Nero / hadde of hym swich drede 
ffor he fro vices / wolde hym chastise 
Discreei^l^^y / as by word / and nat by dede 
Sire wolde he seyn / an Emparou:r moot nede 
Ee vei-tuous / and hate tirannye

* ffor which he in a bath / made hym to blede
On bothe hise Ai^mes / til he meste dye

3696

3700

This Hero / hadde eek/ of acustumawnce 
In youthe / agayns his maister for to ryse 
Which afterward j hym thoughts greet greuawnce 
Therfore / he made hym dyen in this wise 
But nafhelees / this Seneca the wise 
Ghees in a Bath to dye / in this manere 
Bather than han / any oother tormentise 
And thus hath Hero _ / slayn his maister deere
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272, 273
group B. § 12. monk's tale. Elh3s:^(^^e MS.

l^ow fil it so / that ifortune liste no lenger
The hye pryde ef Nero to clierice
ffor though pat he was strong! yet was she strenger 
She thoughtg . thus y by-god I am to nyce
To sette a man / th^l- i's fulfild vice• *s
In heigh degree / and Empej'oui' hym calle
By god / out of his- se^e / I wol hym trioe
Whan he lee.sff weneth / sonnest shai he falle

The peple roos vp-on hym on a nyght 
ffor his defaute / and whan he it espied
Out hise dores / anon he hath hym dig^tf 
AUone / and ther he wende han ben allied 
He knokked faste / and ay the moore he cried 
The fastere shette they / the dores alle 
ffor drede this / hym thoughte fot he dyed 
And wente his wey / no, lenger dorste he ealle

3712

3716

3720

3721

The peple cride / and rombled vp and doun 
That wft/t his erys / herde he / how they seyde 
Wh^ere is this false tirau:^tf this Neroun 
ffor fere / almoosssf out of his wit he breyde Peaa iw, l)sek]
And to hise goddes / pitous^ly he preyd 
ffor socour / but it myghte nat bityde 
ffor drede of this / hym thoughte Jjiat he deyde .
And ran in-to a gardyn hym to hyde 3732

And in this gardyn / foond he cherles tweye 
That seten by a fyr / greet and reed!
And to thise cherles two / he gan to preye * 
To sleen hym / and to girden his heed!
That to his body / whan p((t he were deed 
Were no despit ydoon / for his defame , 
Hym s^^ he slow / he koude no bettre reed
Of which / ffortune lough / and hadde a game
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273, 274 s:^jcT^i^xT • ■ ■' \ ‘_
GROUP B. § 13. monk's tale.' Ellesj^(^:re MS .

[j^bZo/ei’Mes.j

as neuere Capitayn / vnder a ky^r^g/ IT De Qloferno 
That regnes mo / putte in subieccio-^^w

]^e strenger was in feeld / alle thyi^^
As in his tyme / ne gretter of renoun 
ISTe moore pompons / in heigh presumpciouw 
Than Qloferne / which ifortune ay kiste 
So likerousl-y / and ladde hym vp -and doun 
Til fat bis beed was of / er fat he wiste 

li^at oo:^l.y / tbat this world / badde bym in Awe 
ifoif lesynge / of ricbesse / or libertee 
But made euery man / reneyen bis lawe 
li^i^l^ig^odonospr / was god seyde bee 
Hoon oo'tber god / [ne] sbolde adoured bee 
Agayns bis beeste / no wigl^lf dorste trespace 
sane in Betbidia / a strong Citee 
■V}h^:fe Eliachim / a preest was tbat place

But taak kepe of tbe deeth Qlo:ferne
A^mydde bis . bo^^tf be dronke lay a nyg^bf 
Wi^l^b^-Inne bis tente / large as is a berne 
And ye* for al bis pompe ! and al bis mygli* 
l^u^ditb a womman / as be lay vprig^btf 
Sl^epynge / bis beed smt^t^tf and from bis tente
Iful pryu^^y / sbe - stai from eueiry wig^lf 
And witb bis beed / vn-to bir toun sbe wente

bat nedetb if of kyng Anthi^ochus 11 De Bege An- 
To telle / bis bye Eoial magestee fkiocbo illustri; 

His bye pride / bise ' w^ifkes venymus 
ffor sw^cb another / was tber noon a^ be 
Eede wbicb fat be was / in Macbabee ’ 
And rede / tbe proude wordes that be seyde 
And why be lil / fro ' h'eigb prospeiritee 
And in an bill / bow wreccbedly be deyde
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274, 275 SIX-TEXT - ■ ■
,GKoup B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellesmere MS,

'■ “1

ffortune / hym hadde enhaimced so in pride 
That verraily / he wende he myghte attayne 
Vn-to the sterres / vp-on euei?y syde 
And in balance - / weyen ech mon^ayne 
And aUe the floodes / the see restrayne 
And goddes peple / hadde he moos* in hate 
Hem wolde he -sleen / in tormej^tf and in payne 
<Veiinnn>e / fat god ne myghte his pride abate

3776

3780

And for tliat Nichanore / and Thymothee 
Of l^e^wes / weren venquysshed myghtily ■
Vn-to the l^i^wes / swich an hate hadde he 
That he bad / greithen his Chaar ful has^i^y 
And swoor / and seyde ful de;3ip,tously 
Vn-to l^e^i^i^sal^em / he wolde ^^t soone 
To wreken his Ire / on it ful cruelly 
'But ■ of bis purpos / he was let ful -soone

3784

37^S

God for his manace / hym so soore smoob _ 
"^i(th invisible wounde / ay incurable 
That in hise ' guttes / ca-^;f it so and boo* 
That hise peynes / weren importable 
And certei.n^y / the wreche was resonable 
ffor many a mannes guttes / dide he peyne 
But from his purpos / cursed and danipnable 
ifor all his smi3i^ff he wolde hym nat restreyne

3792

3796

But bad anon / appa:raillen his boost
And / er he was of it war
God daunted / al his pride and all his boos’* 
ifor - he so soore / fil out of his Char

*' laMr-aui^/
That it hise lemes / and his skyn to-tar
So tha* he neyther^/ myghte go ne ryde 
But in a chayer / men / aboute hym bar 
Al forbrused / bothe bak and syde
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275, 276 si3c-i^EXT
GROUP B, § 12. monk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

The wreche god j liym smoot so crue].ly
That thurgK Ms body j wikked ivormes crepte 
And ther-with-nl j he stanlc horriblely
That noon al his meynee j fat hym kepte
'Wheither so he woolk or ellis slepte
Ne myghte nogX^ for styn^l* of hym enduro 
In this mescl^i.ef j he wayled' and eek wepte 
And knew god j lord eue^y creature

3808

3812

To all his ho^s^tf and to hym se^f also 
iful wlatsom was j the stynk* of his eaireyne 
No man j ne myghte hym bere j to ne fro 
And in this stynl^ and this horrible peyne 
He sta^jf ful wrecchedly j in a Monteyne 
Thus hath this Eobbour j and this homycide 
That many a man j made to w^ejpe and pleyne 
Sivich gerdoii j as bilongeth vn-to pryde

(les^f b>ackl

3816

3820

[AZeajande?’ the ^reaZ.]

I he storie of A]^^^saaadre j is so cowmune ' 
That euery -rights that hath discreciown 

Hath herd somwha.t' or al j of his ffortune 
This wyde world j as in conclusiown 
He wan by strengthe j or for his hye renown 
They weren glad I for pees vn-to hym sende 
The pride | of man and beest j he leyde adoun 
Wher so he cam | vn-to the worldes ende

•i De Al^ex^* 
andro

3824

3828

Comparison j myghte neuere yet been maked 
Bitwixen hym j and another Conquerour 
ffor al this world j for drede hym hath quaked 
He (vras] of knyghthod and of fredom flon:r 
ffortune hym made j the heir hire honour 
Saue -wyn and wowmn<jn j no man mighte aswage 
His hye entente in Ar^mes and labour
So was he fui j of leonyn corage
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276, 277 s:^:sT^i^xT
G^oup B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellesj^erc MS. . ' T

What piis were it to hym / thougli I yow tolde 
Of Darius / and an l^u^r^di^ed thousand mo 

kynges / pnr^ces / Erles / dukes / bolde ' 
W^ielic he conquered / and brogkte hem in-to Vo 
I seye / as fer as man may ryde or go 

The w^j^ld was his / what sholde I moore deuyse 
ffor though I wriite / or tolde yow eueremo 

his knyghthode / it myghte nat suffise

3840

3844

Twe^^ yeer he regned / as seith Machaboe 
Phi^i^ppes sone Macidoyne he was
That first was kynj* in Grece the contree 
O worthy gentil Alisandre allas 
That euere sholde fallen swich a cas 
Empoysoned / of thyn owene folle thou weere 
Thy sys / ffortune / hath turned in-to Aas 
And [yet] for thee / ne weepe she neuer a teere

3848

3852

"Wlio shal me yeuen teeris to comjaleyne 
The deeth of gentillesse / and of ffranchise 
Thab al the world / weelded in his demeyne 
And yet hym thoughte / it myghte nat suffise 
So fui was his corage / of heigh emprise 
All^as / who shal me helpe to endite 
ffalse ffortune / and poyson to despise 
The whiche two / of al this wo I wyte

3856

3860

{JuUus Ccesar.]

By wisedom / manhede / and by labour 
ffrom humble bed / to roial magestee 

Vp roos he Iulius the Conquerour 
That wan al thocc^t^t^i^tf by land! and See 
By strengthe of hand / or elles by tretee 
And vn-to Eome / made hem tribularie 
And sitthe of Kome / the Empcour was he 
TH that ffortune / weex his Aduorsario 
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277, 278 s;^3CT^i^XT
GRoujp B. § I2. monk’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

0 myg-^-^y Cesa:r / that in Thessalie 
Agayn Pompeus / fader thyn in lawe 
That of the Ori^i^i^tf hadde all the Chiualrie
As fer/ as ]«(; the day higynneth dawe 3872
Thou thurgh thy kny^ghl^liodf / hast hem take and slawe 
Sane fewe folk / that wi’t/i. Pompeus flcdde 
Thurgh which thou puitte^tf al thoriei^lf in Awe 
Thanke ffortune / that so wel thee spedde 3876

3880

ir But now a litei while /1 wol hiwaille IT NoZct de Pompeyo 
This Pompeus / this noble gouemour 
Of Eome / which that fleigh at this bataille 
I seye / oon of hise men / a fais traitouir 
His heed smi^n^tf to wynnen hym fauour
Of l^ui^i^us / and hym the heed he broghte 
Al^i^as Pompeye / of Thorient Conquerour 
That ffortune / vn-to swich a fyn thee broghte 3884

IT To Eome agayn / repaireth l^ulius
With his triumphe / lauriat ful hye
But on a tyme / Brutus Cassius
That euej-e hadde / of his hye estaat envye 
iful p^tuely / hath maad conspiraeye
Agayns this l^ul^i^us / in sub^til wise
And easte the place / in which he sholde dyo 
With Boydekyns / as I shai yow deuyse

3888

3892

3896

This l^u^l^i^us I to the Capitolie wente 
Vpon a day / as he was wont to goon 
And in the Capitolie / anon hym hente 
This false Brutus / and hise othere foon 
And stiked hym / with boydekyns anoon 
With many a wounde / and thus they lete hym lye 
But neuere gronte he / at no strook' but oon [teio’iso.i^ck]

Or elles at two / bulf if his storie lye 3900
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278, 279 Bix-TEXT
GBouF B. § 12. honk's tale. Ellesmere US.

So ^^i^I-y / was this liilius of berte
And so wel louede / estaj^f^ly honestee
Thi^af though hise deedly woundes soore smej'te
His Mattel / ouer hise hypes caste he 
ifor no man / sholde seen his p'/-u(^tee
And hs he lay / diy^ng* in a traunce
And wiste verraily / that deed was hee
Of honestee / yet hadde he rememhi^£^Mnce

Luoan / to thee / this storio I recomende 
And to Sweton / and to Valerius also 
That of this storie / writen word and ende 
How Jat / to thise grete Conquerours two 
ifortuno was first freend / and sitthe foo 
Ko man ne truste / vp-on hire fauour longe 
But haue hire / in away* for euere moo 
W:^1^^£^sse / on alle thise Conquerours stronge

3904

3908

3912

3916T' r Cresus.]

his riche Cresus / whilom kj^ng* Lyde

Of which Cresus / Cirus soore hym dradde 
Yet was he caught/ amyddes al his pryde 
And to he hrent/ men to the fyr hym ladde 
But swich a reyn / doun fro the welkne shadde 
That slow the fyr / and made hym to estrnpe 
But to he war / no grace yet he hadde 
Til ifortu^ie / on the galwes / made hym gape

11 Cresus

3920

3924

Whanne he escaped was / he kan nat stente 
fior to higynne / a newe werre aga^yn
He wende wel / for Jat ffortune hym sente , 
Swich hapc / that he escaped thurgli the rayn 
That of hise foos / .he myghte nat he slayn » 
And eek a sweuene J vp-on a nygh* he mette 
Of which / he was so proud! / and eek so fayn 
That in vengeance / he al his berte sette
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279, 280, 268 six-text
GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellesmeire MS.

Vp-on a tree / he was / as that hym thoughte 
Ther l^u^pplter hym wesshe / bothe bak* and syde 
And eek* a fair towaille hym hroughte

To dryen hym with / and therfore wax his pryde 
And to his dog^hter / that stood hym hisyde 
Which fat he knew / in heigh science hahounde 
li^e bad hire teUe hym / what it sig^nyfyde 
And she his dreem / higan right thus expounds

The tree quod she / the galwes is to meene
And l^u^ppiter / bitokneth snow and reyn
And Phebus / wih his towaille so d^ene 
Tho been / the sonne hemes for to seyn 
Thou shalt anhangad be / fader ce:rteyn
Eeyn shal thee wo^he / and sonne shal thee drye 
Thus warned hym / ful pli^af and ful pleyn
His doghlier / which that called was Phanye

De^flSl]

A^-hanged was Cresus / the proude kj^ng* 
His roial Trone / myghte hym nat auaille 
Tragedies / noon oother maner thyng / 
He kan in syngy^i^;* crie ne biwaille
But that ffortune / alwey wole assaille ’
"Wih vnwar strook* / the Eegnes fat been proude 
ffor whan men trusteth hire / thanne wol she faiUe 
And couere hire brighte face / with a clowde

{These 4 instances sh^iUid p. 2GB.]

3936

3940

3944

3948

3952

3956

0 [Peter the. Gruel, O Spain..

noble ! 0. worthy Petro / glorie of Spayne

Wk^om ffortune heeld! / so hye in magestee panme
Wei oghten men / thy pitous dee’th compl^ayne 
Out ' of thy land! / thy brother made thee flee 
And aftet/ at a seege by subtiltee ’ 
Thou were bitraysed / and lad yn-to his tente 
Wl^ere as he / with his owene hand slow thee 
Succedynge / in thy regne and in thy rente
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268, 269 SIX-TEXT
GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

The feeld o^l snow / with thegle of blak ther-Inne d
Caught with the lymei^od! / coloured as the gleede 
He hrew this cursednesse / and al this synne 
The wikked nest* was werkes? of this nede 
Nog^t Charles O^;yuver / that took ay heede 
Of trouthe and honour / but of Armorike 
Geny]^o:n) Olyuer / corrup? for meede 
Broghte this worthy kjmg? in swich a brike 

0 [Peter of Cyprus^
worthy Petro / kyng of Cipre also 
That AlL^sandre wan / by heigh maistrie 

fful many an hethen / wroghtestow ful wo 
Of which / thyne owene liges hadde envie 
And for no thjnig? but for thy Chiualric 
They in thy bed / han slayn thee by the morwe 
Thus kan ifortune / hir wheel goueime and gye 
And out of l^oye j brynge men to sorwe

[Bernabf Visconti, f Milan.]

O
ff Melan / grete Bamabo Vj^scounte IT De Barnaho
God o:f delit*. and scourge of Lumbardye Bumbardia

Why sholde I nat* thyn Infortune acounte 
Sith in estaat* / thow cloumbe were so hye peaf isi. ba^ckj

Thy brother sono / that was thy double allye 
ffor he thy Kevew was / and sone in laave 
Wi^t^l^-Inne his prisoii / made thee to d^^^e 
But why ne how / noot I fat thou were slawe

[ Ugolitf, Count of PSa.]

O
ff the Erl Hugcl^yn of Pyze / the langour If De Huge- 

Ther may no tonge / telle for pitee
Bu* litel out of Pize / stant a tour c
In which tour/ in prison put was he 
And with hjrm / been hise litel children thre 
The eldeste / scarsly./ fyf yeer was of Age 
Allas ffortune / it was greet crueltee 
Swiche briddes / for to putte / in swiche a Cage 
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269, 270 SIX-TEXT
GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellesme:Fe US.

Dampne^ was he / to dyen in that prisofl 
ffor Eoge^ / which pat Bisshope was of Pize 
Hadde on hym maad / a fals suggestion 
Thurgh which / the peple / gan vpon hym rise 
And putten hym to prisofl / in swich wise 
As ye han herd / and mete / and drynke he hadde 
So smal / that vnnethe it ma;y suffise
And therwith-al / it was ful poure and ' hadde

3608

3612

And on a day / bifil / pat in that hour 
Whan pit his ' mete / wont was to be broghf 
The Gayler shette the dores the tour 
He herde it wel / but he spak right nogj^tf 
And in his herte / anon ther ill a thoght^/ 
That they for hunger / wolde doon hym dyen 
All^as quod he / alias that I was wroglilf 
Ther-'with / the teeris filien from hise eyen

His yonge sone / that thre yeer was of age 
Vn^-to hym seyde / fader / fader // why do ye wepe 
Wlanne wol the Gayler / bryngen oure potage 
Is ther no morsel breed / that ye do kepe 
I am so lumgry / that I may nat siepe 
How wolde god / that I myghte slepen euere 
Thanne sholde nat hunger / in my wombe crepe 
Ther is no thj^ng* but breed / that me were leuere

Thus day by day / this child bigan to crye 
Til in his fadres barm / adoun it lay 
And seyde / %re wel fader / I moo* dye 
And kiste his fader/ and dyde the same day 
And whan the woful fader/ deed it say 
ffor wo / hise Aimes two / he gan to byte 
And seyde / Allas ffortune and weylaway 
Thy false wheel / my wo al may I wyte

ELLESMERE 5u2' (6-T. 269, 970)
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270 SIX-TEXT . "
GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Ellesmere MS.

Hise children wende / that it for hunger was 
That he hise Avanes gnow / and nat for wo 
And seyde fader/ do nat so All^as
But rather ete the flessli vp-on vs two
Oure flessh thou /. take oure flessti vs fro 
And ete ynogh / right thus they to hym seyde 
And • after ■ thjik with-Inne a day or two
They leyde hem / in his lappe adoup and deyde

3640

3644

Hym-si^]L^ despaired / eek for hunger staiTf 
Thus ended is / this myghty Erl Pize 
ffrom heigh estaak ffortune awey hym 
Of this Tragedie / it* oghte ynough suffise 
Who so wol here it* in a lenger wise 
Eedeth / the grete Poete yt^aUle
That highte Dani*. for he kan al deuyse 
ffro point to pra^^i*. nat o word wol he faille

3648

3652

Es^pl^ic:^k Tragedia

1 Heere stynteth the Knyghk the Monk* of his tale. (J)

«
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281 si:xxrEXT
GROUP B. § 13, monk-nun’s-priest’s link. E^esmere MS.

[on 182j
The prologue Of the Nonnes preestes tale

Hoo quod the knyg:^lf / good sire namoore this 
That ye han seyd / is right ynough ywis 
And muchel moore / for litei heuynesse 
Is right ynough / to muche folk I gesse

I seye for me / it is a greet disese 
Wh^ere as men han heen / in greet welthe and ese 
To heeren / of hire sode;yn fal alias 
And the co^trarie / is ioye and greet solas 
As whan a man . / hath ben in poure est/f^ff 
And clymbeth vp / and weXe'th fortunak 
And there abide'th / in prosperitee 
Swich thyng' is gladsom / as it thynketh me 
And swich thyng. were goo(^ly for to ielle 
Ye quod oure hoost? by seint Poules belle 
ye seye right so<^^h this Monk / he clappeth lowde 
He sp^l^. how ffortune / couered with a clowde
11 noot ^er^(ue whhf^/ and also of Trar^e^t^ie [leaf xisj, baci^] 
Eight now ye herde / /na p/raee no remedie 
It is / for to bi■h/Llle / ne co^^pJleyne 
That fat is doon / and als it is t peyue 
As ye han seyd / to heere rtf heuynesse
II Sire monk*. n/moore of this / so god yow blesse 
Youre t/le / aoo;yeth all this compaignye 
Swich tTlkyng' is nat worth / boteraye 
ffor ther-Ifine is ther/ no aispwi?* ne game 
11 Whirftre sire Monl* a/un Piers by youre n/me 
I pray yow hertely / telle vs som'what eUes 
ffor si^e:rly nere clynkyiig of youre belles 
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282 si:sx-EXT ' '
group B. § 13. Mo^jE-NUN’s-PEiEST’s LINK. Ellesmere MSi.-'

That on youre bridel hange / on euery syde 
By heuene ky^i^g*. that for vs alle dyde
I sholde er this / han fallen doun for sleepe 
Al-thog'fi the slough / had neuer been so deepe 
Thanne hadde your tale / al be too^d in veyn 
ifor cc^'beiL^LLy / as that thise clerkes seyn 
Wh^ere as a man / may haue noon Audience 
No^l^t,Jh^elpeth if to teilen his sentence 
And wel I wootf the substance is in me 
If any thy^n^grt shal wel reported be .
Sir? / sey somwhat huntyng I yow preye
ITHay quod this Monk/ I haue no lustf to pleye 
How lat another telle / as I haue toold!
Thanne spak cure hooi^ff with rude speche and boold 
And seyde / vn-to the Honnes preest anon 
Com neer thou preessf. com hyder thou sin l^ohn 
Telle vs swich thj^ng^ as may oure hertes glade 
Be blithe / though thou ryde vp-on a lade 
What thogh thyn hors / be bothe foule and lene 
If he wol serue thee / rekke nat a bene 
Looke / that thyn herte / be murie euoemo 
H Yis sii? quod he / yis hoo^sf so moot I go 
But I bo myrie / ywis I wol be blamed 
AnH right anon / his tale he hath attamed 
And thus he seyde / vn-to vs euerichon 
This sweete preest. this got^cdy man sin l^ohn

3988

3992

399^

4000

4004

400S

Ex^plicit

[8 lines bank in the J/S.]
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283
flBOin’B. §1^4^. nun’s priest's tale. Ellesmere MS.

. . _ [leaf 1831
IT Heere bigynn^et^h. / the Nonnes Preestes tale of 

the Cok* and ■ Hen Chauntecleer and Pertelote

A
 poure T^j^dwe / somdel stape in Age 
Was whilom dweUyng'. in a narwe cotage 4012 . 
Beside a greue / stondynge in a dale 
This wydwe / of which I telle yow my tale

Syn thilke day / that she was last a wyl/ !
In pacience J ladde a ful symple ly^l/ 
ifor litel / was hir ca^el and hir rente 
By housbondiie / of swich as god hire sente 
She foond hir / and eek hire doghtren two 
Thre large sowes / hadde she and namo 
Three keen / and eek a sheep fat highte Malle 
fiiul. sooliy / was hir hour/ and eek hire halle 
In which she eet* ful many a aklendre Meel 
Of poynaunt sauce / hir neded neuer a deel 
No deyntee morsel / passed thurgh hir throte 
Hir diete / was acc<^i^<^£^^tt to hir Cote 
Eoploccion / ne made hire neuere sik / 
A^^itemproo ^ete / was al hk phisik / 
And exorciso / and hertes su^iisaunco 
The gente / lette hire no-thyng< for to daunce 

' Napop^lexie / shente nat hir heed!
No wyn ne drank / she / neithor whit ne reed 
Hir hord was serued Vih whit and hlal*
Milk! and broun hrood / in which she foond no lak* 
Seynd Bacoft / and somtyme an Ey or tweye 
ffor she was / as it were / a maner deye 
IT A yeerd she hadde / onclosod al aboute 
With stikkes / and a drye dych w^■t^Z^-oute 
In which / she hadde a Cok* heel? Chauntocloer 
In al the land! / crowyng nas his peer 
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284
G^oiup B. nun’s pkiest's tale. Ellesmeire MS,
His voys was murier/ tlian tlie muiie Orgon 
On Messedayes / that in the chirclie gon 
Wel sikerer/ was his crowy^r^g* in liis logge 
Than is a Clokke / or an ahbe;y Orloggo ‘
By nature / he crew eche Ascenci^own 
Of the equynoxial in thUke toun 
ffor whan degrees fiftene weren ascended 
Tl^^^r^ne crew he / that it myghte nat been amcnded 4048 
His Coomh was redder / than the fyn co:ral 
And hatailled / as it were a Castel wal 
His hyle was blt^lc' and as the l^eet it slioon

' Lyk Asure / were hise legges and his toon 
Hise nayles / whiter than the lylye Horn' 
And ly^k? the hurned gold / was his co^leur 
This ge^tiil Cok'. hadde in his geuemlau;^ce 
Seuene hennes / for to deen al his plesaunco 
W^i^che were / hise sustres and his par’amours 
And wonder lyld to hym / as colours
Of whiche / the faireste hewod / on h^r throte 
"Vas cleped / faire damoysele Perfelofe 
Curteys she was / discreet and debonaire 
And compaignable / and bar hyr sellf so faire 
Syn thUke day / fat she was seuen nyght eeld! 

trewely / she hath the herte in hooli!
Chauntecleer / loken in euei'y hth

He loued hire so / pat wel was hym fherwifli 
But swicho. a ioye was iti to here hem synge 
Whan fat / the brighte sonne / bigan to sprynge 
In sweete accoo^d / My lie:* is faren in londe 
ffor thilke tyme / as I haue ynderstonde

• Beestes and briddes / koude speke and synge,
And so bifel / that in the dawenynge 

As Chauntecleer / among hise wyues aUe 
Sat on his perche / that was in the halle 
And next hym / sat this faire Pe?•felefe 
This Chauntecleer / gan gronen in his fhrefe 
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285 Bix-no^T
GROUP B, § 14. kun’s priest’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

As man fat in his dreem / is drecched soore 
IT And whan tliat Pertelote j ttrns 1x6146 lx;;ia. tooto 
She was agast? and seyde o Ixerte derae 
What eyleth. yow j to grone in ttiis manete 
Ye been a yeTTf^ay slepei’ j fy for sdixme
IT And ke answeide/ and s^^de ftxns “i j madame 
I pray yow j tkat ye take it nat agrieP
By god me thouglite / I was in swich meschi^oP 
Biglit now / fat yet myn berte is soore afrigkP 

god qnod ke / my sweuene recche arigk.t'
And kepe my bo^^ / out of foul prisoun 
Me mette / kow thak I romed ep and donn. 
W^it/i-linne our yeerd / wkeer as I saugB. a beest^' 
"Yas lyk an hound / and wolde kan maad aree-slf 
Vpon my body / and kan kad me deed 
His colour/ was bitwixe yelow and reed 
And tipped was bis tayl / and bothe kise eeris 
With blak / enl^j^lP tke remenank of kise heoris 
His snowte sma"! / witk glowynge ^^en tweye 
Y<5l^< of kis lookk, for feere almoost I dej^^e 
Tkis caused me / my gronynigp . doutoloes 
V Aeoy quod ske / fy on yow kertelces 
Alikas quod ske / for by that god aboue 
How kan ye losk myn herte and al my loue 
I kan nat loue a Coward / by my feitk 
ffor certes / what so any wowman seitk 
We alle desiren / if it myghte bee 
To kan housbondes / hardy wise and free 
And secree / and no Hygard / ne no fool 
He kym / fiat is agast of euei-y tool
He noon au?untour / by that god aboue
How dorste ye seyn for skame / en-to youre loue 
That any thynjp mygkte make yow aferd 
Haue ye no mannes -herte / and kan a berd 
IT AUsus and konne ye been agast* of sweuenys . 
Ho thy^i^gk god wook / but eanitee in s-^'enene is 
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286 SIX-TEXT
GROUP B. § 14. nun's priest's tale. Ellesi^ei’e MS.

Sweuenes / engendren of repleccions 
And ofte of fume / and of compleccions 
Whan humours / been to habiu^i^^i^lf in a Ai'ggif 
KT Certes this dreem / which ye han met to-i^;^(^titf 
Cometh / of greet superflujrtee
Of youre redo Colera pardee •
Which causeth folk / to dreden in hir dremes 
Of Arwes / and of fyre with rede lemes 
Of grete beestes / that they wol hem byte 
Of contekes and whelpes / grete and lyte 
Kight as the humour/ Malencolie 
Causeth ful many a man / in sleepe to crie 
ffor feere of hlake beres / or boles hlake 
Or elles / hlake deueles wol.e hem take 
H Of othere humours / koude I telle also 
That werken many a man / in sleepe fui wo 
But I wol passe / as lightly as I kan 
LO Caton i^w^i.ch fat -was so i^w's a man

Seyde he nat thus / ne do no fors of dremes 
11 ITow sire quod she / i^wian ye flee fro the bemes 
ffor goddes loue / as taak* som laxat^y* 
Vp paril of my soule / and my lyJP
I conseiille yow the beste / I. i^oo. nat lye 
That hothe of Colere / and of Malencolyo 
Ye purge yow / and for ye shal nat tarie 
Though in this toun / is noon Apothecarie 
I shal my self, to herbes techen yow 
That shul been / for youre hele / and for youre prow 
And in oure yeerct / tho herbes shali I fynde 
The whiche han / of hire propretee hy kynde 
To purge yow / bynethe and eek aboue 
fforyet nat this / for goddes owene loue 
Ye been fui colery^l* of compleccion 
Ware the sonne / in his ascencion 
Be fynde yow nat repleeI^ of humours hool^e. 
And if it do / I dar wel leye a grote
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287 SIXvTEXT 
GROUP B. § 14. nun's priest's tale. Ellesmere MS.

That ye shul haue / a ffeuere terciane 
Or au Agu / that may he youre bane 
A day or two / ye shul haue digestyues 
Of wormes / er ye take youre laxatyues 
Of lawriol / Centaure / and ffumetere 
Or elles o^ Ellebor / that groweth there 
Of katapuce / or Gaitrys beryls
Of he:rbe yue growj^ng* in oure ycerd' ther me:ry is 
Pekke hem vp rigfi* as they growe and ete hem yn 
Be myrie housbonde / for youre fader kyn 
Dredeth no dreem / I kan se;y yow namoore 
Madame quod he / graun* me;rcy of youre loore

But nathelees / as touoh}^ii'* Daun Catoun 
That hath ©f wysdom / swich a greet renoun 
Though, that he bad / no dremes for to drede 
By god / men may / in olde- bookes rede 
Of many a man /• moore Auctorite
Than euere Caton was / so moot I thee 
That al the reuers seyn / of this sentence 
And han wel founden by experience 
That dremes / been significacions 
As wel l^oye / as tribul^a^ci^o^s
That folk endiuren / in this lif piesen* 
Ther nedeth / make this noon Ai^g^me^nt'
The verray preeue / shewe:th it in dede
IT Oon / ofthe gretteste Auctour / fat men rede t Noiade sompnio. 
Seith thus / fat whilom two felawes wente 
On pilgrimage / in a ful good entente . 
And happed so / they coomen in a toun 
Wher as ther was / swich congregacioun 
O; peple / and eek* so strci* ©t herbergage 
That ' they no founde / as muche as o cotage 
la which they bothe / myghte logged bee 
"Vl^e^rfore / they mosten of necessitee 
As for tha* nygli* departen compa^g:Qye . 
And ech hem / goot;h to his hostelrye
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And tool* l^^s loggyng* as it wolde falle 
That oon hem / was logged in a stalle 
ffer in a yedrd! / with Oxen of the plough 
That oother man / was logged wel ynough 
As was his Auenture / or his ffortune 
That vs goueimeth alle / as in commune 
H And so hifel / fat longe er it were day

.i. dremed
This man mette in his bed ther as he lay 
How fat his felawe / gan vp-on hym calle 
And seyde Al^i^as / for in an Oxes stalle 
This nyght I shal be mordred / ther f lye 
How helpe me deere brother / or I dye 
In alle haste / com to me he sayde 
H This man out his sleeps / for feere abinyde 
But whan that he was wakened / his sleeps 
He turned hym / and took of it no keeps 
Hym thoughte / his dreem nas buff a vanitee 
Thus twies / in his slepyngi dremed hee 
And atte thridde ty:^ne / yet his felawe
Cam as hym thoughte / and seide .1 am now slawe 
Bihoold my bloody woundes depe and wyde 
Arys vp erly / in the morwe tyde 
And at the West gate / of the toun quod he 
A Carte / ful donge / ther shaltow se 
In Which / my body is hid / ful pni'uely 
Do thilke Carte / arresten boldely 
My gold caused my mordre / sooth to sayn. 
And tolde hym euei-y point! how he was slayn 
With a ful pitous face / pale of hewe 
And truste wel / his dreem he foond ful trewe 
flor on the morwe / as soone as it was day 
To his felawes In / he took the way 
And whan fat he cam / to this Oxes stalle 
After his felawe / he bigan to calle 
11 The hostiler ■/ answerde hym anon 
And seyde sire / youit felawe is agon
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As soone as day / he wente out of the toun 
H This man / gan fallen in suspecioun 
Eem.emhrynge / on hise dreincs / pat He mette 
And forth he gooth / no lenger wolde he lette 
Vn-to the W^isf^gate of the toun / and fond! 
A dong Carte / as it were to donge lond! 
That was arrayed / in that same wise 
As ye han herd! / the dede man deuyse 
And with an hardy herte / he gan to ^^ye 
Vengeance and l^u^st^i^ce / of this felonye 
My felawe / mordred is / this same nyght* 
And in this Carte / heere he lith gapyng vpri^^tf 
I crye oui* on the Ministres quod he 
That sholden kepe / and reulen this Citee 
Harrow alias / heere lith my felawe slayn 
What sholde I moore / vn-to this tale sayn 
The peple out sterte / and caste the Car* to grounde 
And in the myddd of the dong' they founde 
The dede man / that mordred was al newe 
Ohlisful god / that art so l^ufs* and trewe T Auctor

Lo / howe pit thou Mwre^^i^i^lf mordre alway 4241 
Mordre wol out / that se we day hy day 
Mordre / is so wlatsom / and abhomynable 
To god / that is so l^us* and resonable 
That he / ne wol nat/ suffre it heled be 
Though it abyde / a yeer / or two / or thre 
Mordre wol this my conclusiown 
And right anon / Ministres of that toun 
Han hent the Cart^e* / and so score hym pyned 
And eek the hostiler / so sooi'e engyned 
That they biknewe / hire wikkednesse anon 
And were an-hanged / by the nekke bon 
IT Heei^e may men seen / pit dremes been to dredo 
And certes j in the same book / I rede 
Eigh* in the nexte Chapitre after this 
I gabbe na*. so haue I ioye or blis
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T
wo men / that wolde han passed oner see 
ffor certeyn cause / in to a fer contree

If that the wynd / ne hadde been contrarie 
That made hem / in a Citee for to tarie 
That stood ful myrie / xpon an hauen syde 
But on a day / aga^yn the euen tyde 
The wynd gan chaunge / and hlew ligfiif as hem leste 
l^olif and glad / they wente vn-to hir reste 4264
And casten hem / ful erly for to saiUe
IT But h^^^t^neth / to that o man / fil a greet meruaille 
That oon of hem / in slepyng as he lay 
Hym mette 3 wonder dreem / agayn the day 
Him thoughte / a man stood by his beddes syde 
And hym comanded / Jut he sholde abyde 
And seyde hym thus / if thou tomorwe wende 
Thow shalt be dre^^i^nf my tale is at an ende 
IT He wook / and tolde his felawe what he metto 
And preyde hym / his viage to lette 
As for that da;y / he preyde hym to byde 
IT His felawe / that lay / by his beddes syde 
Gan for to laughe / and scorned him ful faste 
Ho dreem quod he / may so myn herte agaste 
That I wol lette / for to do my thynges 
I sette nat a straw / by tliy dremynges 
ffor sweuenes / been but vanytees and Tapes 
Men dreme al day / Owles / or Apes 
And of many a maze / ther-with-al 
Men dreme of thyng Jjat neuere was ng shal 
But sith I see / that thou wol* heere abyde 
And thus forslewthen / wilfully thy tyde 
God woo* it reweth me / and haue good day. 
And thus / he took his leue / and wente his way 
But er J)at he hadde / half his cours yseyled ' 
Hoot I nat why / ne what myschaunce it eyled 
But ca.suelly / the shippes botme rente 
And shipe and man / vnder the water wente
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In sigl^te of othere shippes / it bisyde . 
That with bem seyled / at the same tyde 
And tberfore / faire Pertelote so deere 
By swiche ensamples olde / yet maistow leere 
That no man / sholde been to reccbelees 
Of dremes / for I seye tb.ee doutelees 
That many a dreem / fui soorc is for to drede 
LO I in the lyf of seint kenelm / I rede J pei^ompniosa^nc-

That was kenulphus sone [ the noble kjni> 
Of Mertenrike / how kenelm mette a thy^ng* 
A lite er he was mordred / on a day 
His mordre / in bis Auyasron he .say .
His Norice / hym expowned eue^y deel 
His sweuene / and bad hym for to kepe hym weel 
ifor traison / but he nas but .vij. yeer oold' 
And therfore / litei tale hath he ' toolc? 
Of any dreem / so hooly is bis • berte 
By god / I hadde leuei'e than my sherte 
That ye hadde rad his legende / as haue I. 
Dame Pertelote / I sey yow trewely 
Macrobeus / that writ the Avision 
In Aifrike / of the worthy Cipion 
Affermeth dremes / and seith fat they been 
W^^^y^n^ge of thynges / Ji.et men after seen 
H And forthei^-moore I pray yow looketh wel 
In the olde testami^n.* of Daniel 
If he / heeld dremes any vanitee 
H Eeed eek^ of l^c^seph / and ther shul ye sce 
Wher dremes be somtiyme / I sey nat alle . 
Warnynge / thynges / fiat shul after falle
*1 Looke of Egipte / the kyrnj* daun Pharao 
His Bak^is* / and his Butiller also 
Wher tiiey ne feite neon effei^tf in dremes 
W^o so w^^ seken actes / of so^di-y Hemes 
May rede of dremes / man^ a wonder thyng*

Lo Cresus / which fat was of Lyde kjn^j* 
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Mette he nat* that he sat vp-on a tree 
Which signified / he sholde anhanged beo 
H Lo heere Adi^omacha / Ectores wyf 
That day / that EC;or / sholde lese bis lyf* 
She dremed / on the same nygfit biforn 
How pof; the lyf of Ector / sholde be lorne 
If thilke day / he wente in-to hataille 
She warned hym / buff it myghte nat auaille 
He wente / for to fighte natheles 
But he was slayn anon of Achilles 
But thilke tale is al to longe for to telle 

, And eek it is ny day / I ma^y.nat dieelle
Shortly I seye / as for conclusieu 
That I shal han / of this Av^s^on 
Aduersitee /. and I seye ferthermoer 
That I ne telle / o^ laxatyues no stoor 
ffor they been venymes / I woot it weel 
I hem diffye / I loue hem neuer a deci 
ir Now let vs spelee of myrthe / and stynte al this 
Madame Pertelote / so haue I blis
Of 0 thyn^g* god hath sent me large grace 
ffor whan I se / the beautee of youre face 
Ye been so scarl^ek reed / aboute youre eyen 
It maketh / al my drede for to dyen 
ffor al so siker / as In priucipio 
Mulier esk homiuis coufusio 
ir Madame / the seuteuce / this latyn is 
Womman is mannes l^oye / and al bis blis 
ffor whan I feele a nygli^it you* sofie syde 
Al be ih that I may nah on yow ryde 
ffor fat oure perche / is maad so narwe alias 
I am so fui ioye / and of solas 
That I diffye / bothe sweuene and dreem , 
And with that word / he fly doun fro the beem 
ffor it was day / and eke hise hennes alle

■ And with a chuk / he gan hem for to calle 
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ffor he hadde founde a coi^n / lay in tlie yeriJ
Eeal he was / he was namoore aferd!
And fethered Pertelote / twenty tyme .
And trad as ofte / er it was pryme 
He looketh / as it were / a grym leoun 
And on hise toos / he rometh vp and doun 
Hym deigned nOf to sette his foot to grounde ' 
He chukketh / whan he hath a corn yfounde 
And to hym rennen thanne /hise wyues alle 
Thns roial / as a prince is in an halle 
Leue I this Chauntecleer / in his pasture
And after / wol I teile / his auenture 
Whan fat

That h

4368

4372

4380

43S4

4388

4376, 
; the Monthe / in which the world bigan 

. . ___ highte March j whan god first maked man
Was cemj^di^etf and passed were also 
Syn March bigan / thritty dayes and two 
Eifel / that Chauntecleer / in al his pryde 
Hise seuene wyues / walkynge by bi syde 
Caste vp hise eyen / to the brighte sonne 
That in the signe o^ Taurus / hadde yronne 
Twei^t,y degrees and oon / and som-'what moore 
And knew by kynde / and by noon ootlier loore 
T^at it was Pryme / and crew wiih blisful steuene 
The sonne he seyde / is elombon vp on houono 
ffounty degrees and oon / and moore ywis 
Madame Portolote / my worldes blis 
Herkneth thise blisful briddes / how they synge 
And se / the fresshe fioures / how they sprynge 
fful is myn horto / reuel and solas
But soi^<^;^nly / hym fil a so:rwo:ful cas 
ffoir euere / thoJ£^^;tor ende o^ ioye is wo 
God woof fat worldily ioye / is soone ago 
And if a Eethor / koude faire ondito 
Ho in a Cronycle sauf^y myghte it write 
As for a souolco;yn notabilitoo f Petrus Coir.estor
New euery wys man / lat him horkno me 4400
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This storie / is al so trewe I vndertake 
As is the book / launeelob de lake .
Tbat w^oowmen holde / in ful greet reuerence 
Ifow wol I / eome / agayn to my sentence

Colfox / ful sly Iniquitee
That in the groue / hadde wonned yeres three

Ey heigh ymaginaeiofi / forn-eai^tf 
The same nyght / thurgh-out the hegges bra^sf 
In-to the yerd / ther Chaunteeleer the faire 
"Was wonb and eek hise wyues to repaire 
And in a bed of wo:rtes / stille he lay 
Til it was passed / vndren the day 
"Wai^^;ynge his tyme / on Chaunteeleer to falle 
As gladly / doon thise homyeides alle 
That in await liggen / to mordre men 
0 false inordrouc / lurkynge in thy den 
0 newe Seai'iob newe Geny^^oi) 
ffalse dissynulour / o greelib synor) 
That broghtest Troye / al outraly to sor^'e 
0 Chaunteeleer / aeursed be that morwe 
That thou in-to that yerd / flangB fro the bemes 
Thou were / ful wel ywarned by thy dremes 
That thilke day / was perilous to thee 
But what fiat god forwootf moot ■ nedes bee 
After the opinion / eertein elerkis
W^l^n^e^sse on hym / that any parfit elerkb is 
That in seole / is greet altereaeion 
In this mateere / and greet disputisoii 
And hath been / of a-n hundred thousand men 
But I ne kan nab bulte it to the bren 
As kan the ho^^y doetour Augusityn ,
Or Boeee / or the Bisshope Bradwai'dyn 
Wl^oither / that goddes / worthy forwif^j^n^grt ,
StI^oynoth me / nedefuUy to doon a tliyngf 
h^ede^y / elepe I j symple neeessiteo 
Ol elles / if free ehoys be graunted me
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To do that same thj^i^g*. or do it nogg^tf 
Though, god forwo(^tf if er fat it was wroghtf 
Or if his w'it}n^g». streynetli neuc7’ a deel 
But by necessitee condicioneel 
I wil nat ban to do / swich mateere 
My taie is a Cok*. as ye may heere 
That took bis conseil / of bis wyf w/t/ sorwe 
To walken in the yertf / vpon tbat morwe 
That he badde met tbat dreem / fat I of tolde 
"Voimnennes conseils / been ful ofte colde 
"Wowoannes conseil / brogbte vs first to wo 

. And made Adam / out of Paradys to go 
Ther as be was fui myrie / and Wel at ese 
But for I nootf to whom it myght displese 
If I / conse:il wommeTi wolde blame .
Passe oue^ / for I seye it in my game 
Eede Auctours / where tbey trete / swich mateere 
And wbat tbey seyn of wommen / ye may heere 
Tbise been tbe Cokkes wordes / and nat myne 
I kan noon harm / no womman diuyne
Faire in tbe soojud / to bathe hire ^^rhy

Lith Pertelote / and aile hire sustres by 
Agayn the sonne / and Chauntecleer so free 
Soong* murier / than the Mermayde in tbe see 
ifor Phi^siologus / seith sike^^y 
How fat tbey syngen / wel and myrily 
IT And so bifel / tbat as he cast his eye 
Among* tbe wortes / on a Boterfiye 
He was war of tbis fox / fat lay fui lowe 
Ho-thyn;:* ne liste hym tiianne for to crowe 
But cride anoij. cok ! cok / and vp he storto 

, As man / that was affrayed in his herte 
ffor naturee^lly / a beesif desireth fiee 
ffro his cotntrario / if he may it see 
Tiiough he neue^ ersf. badde seyn it with. his «ye

. Tbis Chauntocloor / wban he gan hym espye 
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H< wolde han fled / but that the fox anon 
Seyde gen'ti^l sire / allas wher wol ye gon 
Be ye af^rayed of me / that am youre freeiit? 
Kovy eertes / I were worse than a feend! 
If I to yow / wolde harm / r^^l^eynye
I am nat eome / your eonse:il for tespye 
But tre^vely / the cause of my eomynge 
"Vas oo:nly / for to herkne how that ye synge 
ifor trewely / ye haue as myrie a steuene 
As any Aungel / that i§ in heueiic 
'J'iiei'-’^wth ye han in MusyJd moore feelyngo 
Than hadde Boeee / or any pt kan synge 
My lord youre fader / god his soule blesse 
And eek youre mooder/ of: hire gentillesse 
Han in myn hous ybeen / to my greet ese 
And certes sire / ful fayn wolde I yow pleso 
IT But for men speke of syngyng' I wol yow seye 
So moote I brouke wel / myne eyen tweyo 
Saue yow / herde I neuere man yet synge 
As dide youre fader / in the morwenynge 
Certes / it was of herte / al that he song 
And for to make / his voys / the moore strong 
He wolde so peyne hym / that wd/i botho hise eyen 
He moste wynke / so loude he wolde erj’en 
And stonden on his tiptoon / ther-with-al 
And streeohe forth his nekke / long* and smal 
And eek he was / of swich disereeion 
That ther nas / no man in no Eegion 
That hym- / in song or wisedom myghto passe 
I haue .wel rad / in daun Burnel the Asse 
Among hise vers / how that ther was a Cok’ 
ifor that a preestes sone / yaf hym a knok’ 
Vp-on his leg whil he was yong and nyee 
He made hym / for to lese his benefiee 
But eerteyn / ther nys no ecmparisofl 
Bitwixe / the wisedom / and disereeion ,
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Of youre fader / and of his suhtiltee 
17ow syngeth sire / for seinte oharitee 
Lat se / konne ye youre fader coiuntrefete 
It TMs Chauntecleer / hise wynges gan to hete 
As man / fat koude his trayson nat espie 
So was he rauysshed with his flaterie 
Allas ye lordes / many a fals fiatour

Is in youre CoMTtes / and ma:^;y a losengcour 
That plesen yow / wel moore hy my feith 
Than he / that soo^hfastnesse / vn-to yow seith 
Oedeth Ecclesia^te / fiiaterye
Beth war ye lordes / of hir trecherye 
If This Chauntecleer / stood hye vp on his toos 
St]^ecchyage his nekke / and heeld hise eyen cloos 
And gan to crowe / loude for the nones 
And daun Bussed the fox / stirte vp atones 
And hy the gargaf hente Chauntecleer 
And on his hak / toward the wode hym heer 
ffor yefi ne was ther no man / fat hym sewed 
If 0 destinee / that mayst nat . heen eschewed 
Alias / fat Chauntecleer / fieigh fro the bemes 
AUas / his wy{ / ne roghte nat of dremes 
And on a friday / fil al this meschaunce 
If 0 Venus / that art goddesse of plesaunce 
Syn that" thy se:^l^^^r^a. was this Chauntecleer 
And in thy seruyce / dide al his poweer 
Moore for delifi than world to multiplye 
tW^hy woltestow sufire hym / on thy day to dye 4536 
IT 0 Gaufred! deere Maister sonci’a^j^n
Thafi whan thy worthy ky^ng Bi^chfirB was slayn 
With shoff. com^pleynedesti his deeth so soere 
Why ne hadde I now / thy sentence / and thy loore 4510 
The friday fpr to chide / as diden ye 
ffor on a friday / sooitlily slayn was he
Thanne wolde I shewe yow / how pit I koude pleyue 
ffor Chauntecleres drede / and for his peyne 4544
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f Certes / swiclr cry / ne lamenl^aci^on)
Was neuere / of ladyes maad / whan Yl^i^on) 
Was womne / and Pirrus vih his streite swei^d? 
Whan he hadde henfr kyng Priam / by the berd! 
And slayn hym / as seith vs Eneydos 
As maden / alle tbe bennes in the clos 
Whan they bad seyn / Cbauntecleer tbe sigfite 
Put socb^^^y^^ly / dame Pertelote shrighte 
fful louder/ tban dide Hasdrubales wyf 
Whan pat hir housbonde / hadde lost bis lyf 
And pat the Eomayns / hadde brend Cartage 
Sbe was / so ful of ton^n^en* and of rage 
That wUfuUy / in-to tbe fyr sbe sterte 
And brende bir seluen / with a stedefast berte 
H 0 woful bennes J right so criden ye 
As whan tbat Nero / brende the Citee 
Of P^ome / cryden senatours wyues 
ffor pat bir hushondes losten alle hir lyues 
W:^i^l^^outon gil* this Nero hatb hem slayn 
Now turne I wole /. to my tale agayn 
This sely wydwe / and eek' hir doghtres two 

Herden thise bennes crie / and maken wo 
And out at dores / stirten they anon 
And syen tbe fox / toward the groue gon 
And bar vp-on bis hak / the Cok* away 
And cryden out* barrow / and weylaway 
Ha, ha / tbe fox / and after hym they ran 
And eek' witb staues / many another man 
Pan Colle eure dogge / and Talbot and Gerland 
And Malkyn / witb a dystaf / in bir band! 
Pan Cow and Call* and the verray bogges 
So fered / for berkyng the dogges
And shouty^ng* o^ the men and wommen eek' • 
They ronne so / hem thoughte bir berte hroolt 
They yoUeden / as feendes doon in hello 
The dokes cryden / as men wolde hem quelle 
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4584

4588

The gees for feere / flowen oueir the trees 
Out o^ the hyve / cam the swarm of bees 
So hydous was the noyse / a henedicitee 
Certes / he I^akke Straw / and his meynee 
He made neuai-e / shoutes / half so shille 
Whan pat they wolden ■/ any flemyng kill^e 
As thilke day / was maad vp-on the fox 
O: hras / they hroghten hemes and box
O; horn / boon / in whiche they blewe and powped
And ther-with-al / they skriked' / and they howped 
It semed / as that heuene sholde falle 
How goode men / I pray yow herkneth alle 
Lo / how ffortune / turneth sodi^^^^nly

The hope / and pryde / of hir enemy 
This Cok / that lay vpon the foxes bak* 
In al his drede / vn-to the fox he spak? .
And seyde sire / if that I were as ye 
Yet lvolde I seyn / as wys god helpe me 
Turneth agayn / ye proude cherles alle 
A vez-iay pestilence / vp-on yow falle 
How am I come / vn-to the ivodes syde 
Maugrce yonre heed / the Cox shal heere abyde 
I wol hym ete in feith / and that anon 
IT The fox answerde / in feith it shal be don 
And as he spak that word / al sode^yu^ily 
This Cok / brak from his mouth delyue^Iy 
And heighe vp-on a tree / he fleigh anon 
And whan the fox saugh / pat he was gon 

Allas quod he / o Chauntecleer / alias 
I haue to yow quod he ydoon trespas 
In as muohe / as I maked yow aferd 
Whan I yow hente / and broght in to this yei^di 
But sire I dide ib, no wikke entente 
Com doun / and I shal telle yow what I mente 
I shal seye sooth to yow / god help me so 
H Hay thanne quod he / I shrewe vs bothe two 
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300 SIX-TEXT
GROUP B. § 14. nun's priest's tal:k Ellesmere MS.’

. And first I shrewe my se^lf / botlie blood and bones 
If thou bigyle me / any ofter than ones 
Thou shalt na moore / thurgh thy flaterye 
Do me to synge / and wynke with myn eye 
ffor he that wynketh / whan he sholde see 
Al wilfully / god lat him neuere thee
IT Nay quod the fox / but god yeue hym meschaunce 
That is so / vnd^f^0I^(^et of gouemaunce 
That I^i^ngleth / whan he sholde holde his pees 
IT Lo swich it is / for to be recchelees 
And ne^^g^e^t and truste on fiaterye 
IT But ye / that holden / this tale a folye 
As of a fox / or of; a Cok and Hen 
Taketh the moralite / goode men 
ffo^ seint Paul seith / pat al that writen is 
To oure doctrine / it is ywrite ywis 
Taketh the fr^;^t and lat the ehaf: be stille 
Now goode god / if that it be thy wille 
As seith my lord / so make vs alle goode men 
And brynge vs / to his heighe blisse Amen

4620

4624

4628
[^eaf bacfa^}

4632

T scilicet dorni- 
HMS Ai^chiepW- eopus Cantuaii'

H Heere is ended / the Nonnes preestes tale (2)
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GEOUP G. FRAGMENT VIII.
§ 1. THE SECOND NUN'S TALE. _

ELLESMERE MS.

[TEE .PROEM}

The prologe of the Seconde Nonnes tale (J) [o» if wa,

T
(l)

Hs Minisers and ehe Neries / vn-ee viehe 1

Which that men clepe in EnglissB ydelnesse 
That Porter of the gate is / of delices 

To eschuU hifh e^a' h^i^ sdner£^sie . lii^il sjtpJh^sse 
That is to ^^Jetl/r)h kueful. w^^hneew 
Teee l^f^l^thn 0^61 e ^^h dosn ei oure eelLiI^e e 
Lh^t thd^ es^^ feend? I euu]^g^^i j^idel^i^i^f^se vs shente

4

7

(2).
ffor he ! thaf with hise / thousand cordes slye 
ContinueUy j vs waiteth to l^iclappe 
^iVhan hit n^ay man. / in yt^e^luessfi espj^^ 
B^e so )eyl^t^iy ! <^^cahe hym his trappe
TU (lae ma^n / Iti^ her^f he" eh^ei ^^ppe
Hh nys net war ) the feend ^hahhjTte en honde 
VTel yehea ys weash^ S anti a^ddh.e^^e '^otle3tonde

8

1.1

)3>
And eheugh men draddsn / hhusns fer te dys 
Yht isen men wsl / by rseefl deueslsse 
That ydelneish / is retsn elegyrdhs

whieh ehsr heue?•h eeml^h / ne geed nhherehs 
•And sssn / fat sleuehs / it heldseh in a leee 
OetUh ee sihhe / and fer ee heh and drhnks 
And ee deueureh / a^ ehae eehhrh swynks
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528 SIJCXTEXT
GROUP G. §1. SECOND nun's tale. Ellcsmere MS.

(4)
And for to putte vs / fro swich. ydelnesse
That cause is / o^ so greet confusion
I haue heer doon / my feithful bisynesse
After the legende / in translacion
Eight of thy glorious lif and passion
Thou wft^/i thy ger^ai^d/ wroght with rose and ldie
Thee meene I / mayde and mooder Cecdie

22

25

28

(5)

A
 Nd thow / that flou^ of virgines art alle inuocacio ad Ma- 

Of whom that Bernard/ list so wel to w?ite
To thee / at my bigynny^l^J* first I call 
Thou co^fo^t vs wrecches / do me endite
Thy maydens deeth / that wan thurgh hire merite 
The eterneel lyf / and of the feend victorie 
As man may after / reden in hire storie

32

35

(6)
Thow mayde and mooder / doghter of thy sone
Thow weUe of mercy / synful soules eure
In whom / that god for houwtee / chees to wone
Thow humble and height / oucr euery creature
Thow nobledl^l^ih so ferforth / oure nature
That no desde;yn / the makere hadde kynde
His sone / in blood and flessli / to clothe and wynde

36

39

42

(7)
Wi^1^h^-Inne the Cloistre blisful of thy sydis
Took mannes shape / th^ eterneel loue and pees 
That of the tryne compas / lord and gyde is 
Wh^om erthe and see / and heuene out of relees' «
Ay heryen / and thou virgine wemmelees
Baar of thy body / and dweltest mayden pure
The creatour / of eue:ry creature
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529 six-i’TET
GROUP G. § 1. se^cond nun’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

(8)
Assembled is in thee / magnifieenee
With mercy / goodnesse / and wih swieh pitee 
Th^i^lf thon / that art tire sonne of excellence 
li^at oo^ly / helpest hem that preyen thee
But often tyme / of thy henygnytee 
fful frely / er that men / thyn help biseche 
Thon goost bifom / and art hir lyues leche

50

53

56

( 9)
■ Now help thow meeke / and blisful faire mayde 

Me flemed -vreoclie / in this desert of galle 
Thju^lt on the wowman Cananee / that sayde 
That whelpes eten / sow^me of the crommes alle 
That* from hir lordes table / been yfalle 
And though that I / vnworthy sone of Eue 
Be synful / yet accepte my bUeue

57

60

63

(10)
And for that feith is'deed / with-outen werkis 
So for to werken ! yif me wit and space
That I be quit* fro thennes / fat moos!; derk • is 
O thou / that art so fair / and ful of grace
Be myn Adr^cec^sit' in that heighe place 
Theras with-outen ende / is songe Osanne 
Thow Cristes mooder / doghter deere of Anne

64

67

70 •

74

(11)
And of thy lighP my soule in prison ligKte [leaf iso, back]
That troubled is / by the contagion 
Of my body / and also by the wighte 
Of erthejy luslf and fais affeccion 
O hauene of o s^luacion
Of hem / fat been in sorwe / mtd in distl^esse
Now helpe / for to my werk I wol me dresse
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GROUP G. §1. SECOND nun’s tale. EUe!^]^(^:re MS.

(12)

Yet preye I yow / pat reden tliat I write 
fforyeue me / that I do no diligence 
This ilke storie / subtiUy to endite 
ffor bojje haue I / tbe wordes and sentence 
Of hym / that at tbe seintes reuerence 
Tbe storie wrooif and folwen bire legende 
I pray yow / tbat ye wole my werlc amende

78

81

84

(13) [THE TALE.]

F
irst wolde I / tbe name of seinte Cecile
Expowne / as men may in bir storio see C,o.i,u.i5too)egSfJ 

It is to seye in englissb / beuenes lilie 
ffor pure cbaastnesse of virginitee 
Or / for sbe wbitnesse badde of bonestee 
And grene Conscience / and of good fame 
Tbe soote favour lilie / was bir name

88

91

(14)
Or .Cecilie is to seye / tbe wey to blynde 
ffor sbe ensample was / by good tecbynge 
Or eUes Cecile / as I writen fynde 
Is ioyned / by a manere conioynynge
Of benone and lia / and boere in figurynge 
Tbe benone is self for tbogl^if of boolynesse 
And / for bire lastynge bisynesse

92

95

98

(15)
Cecile / may eek be seyd / in this manere 
Wa^ntj^nge of blyndnesse / for bir greto Hghl* 
Of sapience / and for bire tbewes cleere 
Or elles loo / this maydens name briglit' 
Of benone and leos comth / for whicb by lig^if 
Men mygfite hite wel / the benone of peplo calle 
Ensample / of goode / and wise werkes alle
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PeaflOl]

531 SIX-TEXT
GROUP a § 1- second nun’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

(16)
ffor leos / peple in englissll is to sey e
And rlglii* as men may / in the heuene see 
I^l^e sonne and moone / and sterres eueiry weye 
Eight so men go(^^tly / in this mayden free 
Syen feith / the magu^nymytee 
And eek* the eleernesse hool / of sapience 
And so^<dpy weirkes / brighte / of excellence

(17)
And right/ so / as thise Phil^osophres write
That heuene is sw^i^if and round / and eek brennynge 
Eight so / was faire Cecilie the white 
fful swifff and bisy / . euejre in good werkynge 
And round and hool / in good psrseuerynge 
And brennynge euere / in charite ful brighte 
Eow haue I yow declared what she highte

If Ex^pl^i^ci^t^/
*T Here bigynneth the Seconde Nonnes tale ‘/ Of the 

lyf of Seinte Cecile

T
. (18) I

his mayden brig^lf ' Cecilie / as hir lif seiith

Was comen of Eoniayns I and of noble kynde 
And from hir Cradel / vp fostred in the feith ® 
Of Cri^tf and bar his go^pe^l in hir mynde

She neuere cessed / as I writen fynde
‘ ^f hir preyere / and god to loue and drede 

Bisekynge hym / to kepe hir maydenhede

(19)
And whan this mayden / sholde vn-to a man
Yw^edded be / ..that was ful yong age
Wh^^ch that ycleped was Valerian 
And day was comen / of hh' marriage 
She f^ devo^tf and humble in hire corage
Vnder hir robe of gold / that sat f^ faire 
Hadde next hire flessh / yclad hire in an haire
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Gioup G. § 1. second nun's tale. Ellesmere MS.

(20)
And whil the Orgues / maden meludie 
Tu gud allune / in herte thus sang she 
O lurd / my suule / and eek my budy gye 
Vnw^emmed / lest that it cunfuunded be 
And fur bis luue / that dyde / vp-un a tree 
Eue^y secunde / and thridde day she faste 
Ay biddynge / in liire urisuns ful faste

134

137

140

(21)
The nyght cam / and tu bedde muste she gun 
With hire huusbunde / as ufte is the manere 
And pryue^y / tu hym she seyde anun 
0 sweete / and wel bduued spuuse deere 
Ther is a cunseil / and ye wulde it heere 
Wh^ich that right fayn / I wulde vn-tu yuw seye 
Su tha* ye swere / ye shul me naif bhvreye

141

144

147

(22)

U Valerian / gan faste vn-tu hire swere 
That fur nu cas / ne thyng/ that myghte be 
He shulde neuere mu / biwreyen here 
And thanne at ersff tu hym thus seyde she 
I haue an Aungel / which that luueth me 
That with greet luue / wher su I wake ur sleepe 
Is redy ay / my budy fur tu kepe

peaf 191, back]

151

154

(23)
And if he / may feelen uut uf drede 
That ye me tuuche // ur luue in vileynye 
He right anun / wul sle yuw with the dedS 
And in yuure yuwthe / thus ye shulden dye 
And if that ye / in clene luue me gye ’
He wul yuw leuen as me / fur yuure clennesse 
And shewen yuw / his iuye and his brightnesse
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GBOuip G. § 1. second nun’s tale.- Ellesmere MS.

(24)
IT Valerian / corrected / as god woide
Answerde agayn / if I slial trusten thee 
Xat me that Aungel se f and hym biholde
And if that if a verray Angel bee 
Thanne wol I doon / as thou hast prayed me
And if thou loue / another man / for sothe 
Eight wM this swer^dl/ thanne wol I sle yow bothe

162

165

168

(25)
Ceeile answerde anon / right in this wise 
If that yow li^tf. the Angel shul ye see 
So fat ye trowe in Crist/ and yow baptize 
Gooth forth / to Via Apia / quod shee 
That fro this toun / ne stant but Miles three 
And to the poure folkes / fat ther dwelle 
Sey hem right thus / as that I shal yow teUe

169

172

175

(26)
Telle hem / that I Ceeile / yow to hem sente 
To shewen yow / the goode Vr^ban the olde 
ffor seeree thynges / and for good entente 
And whan that ye / Seint Vj^ban han biholde 
TeUe hym the wordes / whiche fat I to yow tolde 
And whan fat he / hath purged yow fro synne 
Thanne shul ye se / that Angel er ye twymie

176

179

182

(27)

IT Valerian / is to the place ygon .
And rig^lf as hym was taught^/ by his lemynge 
He foond this hboly / olde Vi^ban anon

•. Uui&nlteia
Among the Seintes buryeles lotynge
And he anon / with-outen tariynge
Dide his message / and whan fat he it tolde
Vrban for ioye / his handes gan vp holde
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gkoi^:p G. §1. second nun's tale. Ellesmeire MS.

(28)
The teeris / fi^om. bis eyen leet he falle 
Almyghty lord / o Ihesu Cristf quod he 
Sow^e* o^ chast ■ conseiil / hierde of vs alle 
The fruytf of thUke seed of Chastitee 
That thou hast sowe in Cecile / taak to thee 
Lo / lyk a hisy bee / with-outeu gile 
Thee serueth ay / thyn owene thral Cecile ■

[leaf m]

193

196

(29)
ff^^ thilke spouse / that she took rigl^t. now 
fful lyk a flors leoun / she sendeth heoro 
As meke / a.s ouoi-o / was any lamb to yow 
And with that word / anon ther gan appere 
An oold man / clad in white clothes cleere 
That hadde a hook' wih lettre of gold in honde 
And gan / bifore Valerian to stonde,

197

200

203

(30)
Valerian as deed / fil doun for drede
Whan he hym saugh / and he vp hente hym tho 
And on his hook / right thus he gan to rede
0. lord. 0. feith. o. god with-outen mo
O. Cristendom / and fader of alle also
Abouen alle / ouar alle / eue:rywhere
Thise wordes / al with gold ywriten were

204

207

210

(31)
Whan this was rad / thanne seyde this olde man 
Leeuestow this thy^ng* or no f / sey ye or nay * 
I leene al this thyng / quod Valerian 
ffor oother thyng' than this / I dar wel say 
Vnder the heuene / no wfigEl* thynke may 
Tho vanysshed this olde man / he nyste where 
And Pope Vrban / hym cristned right there
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GROUI? G. § 1. second nun's tale. Ellesmere MS.

(32)
H Valerian goo^h boom / and fynt CecUie 
Wi^t^h^-Inne bis chambre / with an Angel stonde 
This Angel / hadde / Roses and lil^i^e*
Corones two / the which he bar in honde 
And f^Tstf to CecUe / as I vnderstonde 
He yaf that oon / and after gan he take 
That oother / to Valerian hir make .

218

[1-1 later}

221

224

(33)
With body clene / and with vnwemmed thoghit’ 
Kepeth ay wel / thise corones three 
ifro Paradys to yow / haue I hem brogj^t*
He neuere mo / ne shal they roten bee
He lese hir soote sauour / trusteth me
He neuere wighh shal seen hem with, his eye
But he be chaa^lf and hate vileynye

225

228

231

(34)
And thow Valerian / for thow so soone 
Assentec^i^s^lf to go^d conseil also
Sey what thee list and thou shalt han thy boone 
I haue a brother / quod Valerian tho 
That in this world / I loue no man so 
I pray yow / that my brother may han grace 
To hnowe the trouthe / -as I do in this place

[leaf 192, back]

235

238

(35)
IT The Angel seyde / god liketh thy requeste 
And bothe / wjtli the palm of martirdom 
Ye shullen come / vn-to his blisful feste 
And -iih that woi^CS / Tiburee his brother coom 
And whan that he / the sauour vndernoom 
Wl^i^ch that the Roses / and the lilies castS 
Wi^l^h^-Inne his herte / he gan to wondre faste
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GROUP G. §1. SECOND nun's tale. EUcsi^i^ire MS.

(36)
And seyde / I wondre / this tyme the yeer 
"Vl^i^nnes / that scote sauour cometth so 
Of Eose and lilies / that I smelle heer 
ffor though I hadde hem / in myne handes two 
The sauour / myghte in me no depper go 
The sweete smel / ]<zi: in myn berte I fynde 
Hath ehaunged me / al in another kynde

246

249

252

(37)
IT Valerian seyde / two corones / han we
Snow white and Eose reed / that shynen cleere 
"Vl^iche fat thyne eyen / hau no myght to see 
And as thou smellest hem / thurgh my preyere 
So shallow seen hem / leeue hrother deere 
If it so he / thou wol.* witA--^uten slouthe 
Bileue arig^tf and knowen verray trouthe

253

256

259

(38)
IT Tibuice answerde / seistow this to me
In soothnesse / or in dreem I herkne this
In dremes quod valerian / han we he
Vn-to this tyme / brother myn ywis
But now at ers* in trouthe our dwellyng is
How woostow this quod Tiburce / in what wyse ?
Quod Valerian / that shai I thee deuyse

260

263

266

(39)
li The Aungel of god / hath me trouthe ytaugl^tf 
W^i^ch thou shalt seen / if that thou wolt i^neye 
The ydoles and he clene / and elles naug^^if
And of the myracle / of thise corones tweye •
Seint Ambrose / in li;is preface li^-sc to seye 
Solempne^ly / tffis noble dociteur deere 
Commendeth hym / and seith in this manere
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■ GEtOUP G. § 1. second ncn’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

(40)
ir The palm of martirdom / for to receyue
Seinte CecUe / fullild goddes yifte
The world / and eek hire chambre / gan she weyue 
"^ilanesse / Tyburces / and Cecilies shrifte
To whiche / god of his bouwtee wolde shifte 
Corones two / floures wel smellynge
And made his Angel / hem the corones brynge

[leaf 193]

277

280

(41)
The maydo hath broght men / to blisse abone
The world hath wistf / what it is worth cee-teyn 
Deuocion of Chastitee to lone
Tho shewed hym Cecile / al open and pleyn
That alie ydoles / nys but a thymg* in veyn
Ifor they been dombe / and therto they been dene 
And charged hym / hise ydoles for to lene

281

284

287

(42)
"Vlio so / that troweth nat this / a beest he is 
Quod tho Tiburce / if fat I shal nat lye 
And she gan kisse his bresP. that herde this 
And was ful glad / he koude trouthe espye 
This day / I take thee / for myn Allye 
Seyde this blisful / faire mayde deere 
And after thaP. she seyde as ye may heere

288

291

294

(43)
ITLo / right so / as the loue of CrisP quod she 
Made me thy brotheres wyf/. right in that wise 
Anon for myn Aliyee / heer take I thee 
Syn that thou wolP thyne ydoles despise 
Go -liM thy brother now / and thee baptise 
And make thee d^ene / so pat thou mowe biholde 
The Angeles face / o^ which thy brother tolde
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GROUP a §1. SECOND nun's tale. EUes^i^rc MS.

(44)
IT Tihulee answerde / and seyde hrother dere 302
ffirst tei me / whider pat I shai / and to T^l^iat: man ' ® 
To whom quod he ® com forth / with right good cheere 
I wol thee lede / vn-to the Pope Vr^han
Ti^ Vrhan ® hrother myn Valerian
Quod tho Tihurce /. woltow me thider lede 
Me thynketh / that it were a wonder dede

305

308

(45)
lie menestow nat Vi^han / quod he tho 
That is so ofte / dampned to he deed 
And woneth in halkes / alwey to and fro 
And dar nat ones / putte forth his he^cS 
Men sholde hym hrennen / in a fyr so reed 
If he were founde / or pat men myghte hym spye 
And we also / to here hym compaiignye

309

312

315

(46)
And whil we seken / thUke diuinitee
That is yhid / in heuene pryuely 
Algate / yhrend in this world shul we he 
To whom Ceeile / answerde holdely
Men myghten dreden / wel and skilfuUy 
This lyf to lese / myn owene deere hrother 
If this were lyuynge oo^y and noon oother

Deaf Mi, back]

319

322

(47)
But ther is hettre li^ in oother place
That neuere shal he losf ne drede thee nogi^if 
Wh^^ch goddes sone / vs tolde thurgh his grace 
That fadres sone / hath alle thy^ng* ywrogl^tf 
And al that wroght is / wiih a skilful thog^tf 
The goc^ss*. that«fro the fader gan procede 
Hath sowled hem / with-outen any drede
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GROUP G. § 1. SEcioND xun’s tale. EllesmcTe MS.

(48)

By word and by myracle / goddes sone 
Whan he was in this world declared heere 
That ther was oother lyj/ ther men may wone 
To whom answerde Tiburce / o suster deere 
lie seydestow right now / in this manere 
Ther nys' bat o god / lord in soothfastnesse 
And now of three / how maystow bere witnesse

330'

333

336

(49)
V That shal I telle quod she / er I go 
Eight as a man / hath sapiences three 
Memorie / Engyn / and IntcU^i^tf also 
So ! in beynge / o^ diuinitee
Thre persones / ma;y ther right wel bee 
Tho gan she hym / fid- bisUy to preche 
Of Cristes come / and hise peynes teche

337

340

343

(50)
And many pointes / of his passion
How goddes sone / in this world was withholde 
To doon mankynde / pleyn remission
That was ybounde in synne and cares colde 
Al this thyng*. she vn-to Tiburoe tolde
And after this / Tiburce in good entente 
With Valerian / to Pope Vrban he wente

344

347

350

(51)
qUI. Vi^banos

That thanked god / and ' with glad berte and liglr* 
He cristned hym / and made hym in that place 
Pc^i-lt* in his lernynge / goddes kny^g^ht* 
And after this / Tiburce / gat swich grace
That euei’y day / he saugh in tyme and space 
The Aungel of god / and eue:ry manor boone
T^at he god axed //it was sped ful soone
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540 SIX-TEXT
GROUP G. §1. second nun's ^^le. Ellesmere MS.

(52)
IT It were ful hard / by ordre for to seyn

■ How manye wondres / Ihesus for hem wroghte 
But . atte laste / to teilen sho:rt and pleyn
The sergeantz / o^ the toun of Eome hem sogflte
And hem / biforn AJ^mache the Pi^e:^!^cy broghte 
Which hem opposed / and knew al hire entente
And to the ymage / o^ l^uppiter hem sente

, [leaf 194]

361

364

(53)
And seyde / who so wol nat sacrifise
Swape his heed / this my sentence heer
Anon thise martirs fat I yow deuyse
Oon Maximws / that was an Officer
Of the Pi^efectos / and his Corniculer
Hem hente / and whan he forth the Seintes ladde
Hym seH he weepe / for pitee that he hadde

365

368

371

(54)
Whan Maximiw / had herd the Seintes loore 
He gat hym / of the tormentours leue
And ladde hem to his hous / witA-oute moore 
And iv^th hir prechj^ng* er that it were eue 
They gonnen / fro the tormentours to reue 
And fro Maxime / and fro his folk echone 
The false feith / to trowe in god alione

372

375

378

(55)
IT Cecile cam / whan it was woxen nyght* 
With preestes / that hem cristned aUe yfeere 
And afterward / whan day was woxen ligli* 
Cecile hem seyde / with a ful stedefast cheere 
How Cristen owene knyghtes /'leeue and deere 
Cast alle aweyY the werkes of derknesse 
And Armeth yow / in Armiure of brigfitnesse
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541 SIX-TEXT
GROUP G. § 1. second nun's tale. Ellesmere MS.

. (56).
Ye han for sotlie / ydoon a greet bataille 386
Voure cours is doon / youre feith -han ye conserued 
Gooth to tbe corone of lif that may nat faille 
The rightful l^uge / which pat ye han serued 
Shal yeue it yow / as ye han it deserued 
And whan this thyng was seyd / as I deuyse 
Men ledde hem forth / to doon the sacrefise

389

392

. (57)
Bat whan they weren / to the place brogl^tf 
To teilen shoi^'^^ly / the co:nc:iusioun
They nolde encense / ne sacrifise right noght 
But on hir knees / they setten hem adoun 
With humble herte / and sad deuociouu 
And losten / bothe hir heuedes in the place 
Hir soules wenten / to the kynj^ of grace

393

396

399

. (58)
This Maximus / that saugh this thyn< bityde Peaf 194, back] 

With p)fious teeris / tolde it anon righf 
That he hir soules / saugh to heuene glyde 
With Aungels / ful of cleernesse and of light* 
And with this word / conuer-ted many a wighit' 
ffor which Ahnachius / dide hym so bete 
With whippe of leed / til he the lif gan lete

403

406

(59)
H Cecile hym toook/ and buryed hym anon 
By Tiburce / and Val^erian saftel.y
Wii^h^-I^nne hh^e bui'i^jng* place vnder the stoon 
And after this / Al^maeliius hast^ily
Bad hise hlinistres / feechen openly
Cecile / so that she myghte in his presence 'r 
Doon saciiiice I and l^uppiter encense
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GROUP G. §1. second nun's tale. Ellesmere MS.

(60)
Ministres

But tliey conuei’ted / at liir wise loore 
Wepten ful soore / and yauen ful credence 
Vn-to hire woi^c!/ and cryden moore and moore 
Crist goddes sons fi with^-outen difference 
Is verray god / this is.cure sentenoe 
That hath so good a seruant/ hym to serue 
This ' with o Toys / we trowen / thogh we sterue

414

417

420

(61)
f Almachius / that herde of this doyng^. 
Bad fecchen Cecile / that he myghte hire see 
And aldei^fiirtf. lo this was his axynge 
What maner womman / artow quod he ?
I am a ge:^t^i^:i' woiwman born quod she * 
I axe thee quod he / though it thee greeue 
Of thy Religion / and of thy bileeue

421

424

427

(62)
l^.Ye han bigonne / yoru-e question folily
Quod she / that wolden two answeres conclude 
In o demande / ye axed lewed^y
Aimaehe answerde / vn-to th^^ similitude
Of wheimes eo:^f;h / thyn ansn'e:r)^n< so rude ?
Of whennes quod she / whan pat she was freyned
Ofi Conscience / and of good feith vnfeyned

428

431

434

(63)
IT A^^maehius seyde / ne takestow noon heede 
Of my power / and she answerde hym.
Youre myght quod she / ful litel is to dreedft 
ffor eue?-y / mortal / mannes power nys
But lyke a bladdre / fUl ivynd ywys
ffor with a ncdlcs p^^j^ft whan it is blowe
May al the boost it be leyd ful lowe
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groujp g. §1. seco^id nun's tale. EUesi^i^ire MS.

■ (64)
IT ffUl •vronoffully / bigonne thow quod he
And yet in wrong* is thy ■ perseuerafce 
Wostow nab how cure myghity i>fnces free
Han thus comanded / and laaad ordinance ■ ' ■' 
That eneerj, cristen wigh.*' shai han penailce 
But iU that he / his cristendom withseye , 
And goon al qu^lU. iU- he wole it reneye

' . (65)

U Yoo^iie princes erren / as youre nobleyC dooth 
Quod tho Cecile / and with a- ■ wood sentence- .
■Je maate vs gilty / ̂ and [it] ' is nat so^ '''' , ",

' UUoir ye / that t^i^c^wen wel oure Innocence .
UUor as muche / as we di^on a reuerence
To crisb and Uor we here a' ■cristen name . '
Ye putte on vs / a cryme / ■ and eek a hlanie'

• But ■ we that knoiven/-thilkQ name so ' • ••
UUor. yert^uouf^ /' we nia^y it nat withseye '

' ; AJ^iaache anSwerde / ■ chees oo^ oU.thise tw^ ,
Do sacriiice /j^:r cristU^]^f^<^lr^t^(^)neye
That thou rnow;? n^-^y- esci^j^i^n.hy that wcye ■ * ■
At which .J the hoo^^y hlisUul Uaire ipayde _

•' Gan Uor to laughe^/ and to ■ the l^u^ge g^3^de»■
;' •/ ■ , ■ . ► ■

• ■ * (67) . , .

5r 0 l^r^ge / conUus in thy nycetee .,* • ■
Wol^i^ow / that I reneye _ Innocence
To make me / -a wikked wight quod she '
Bo / he dis^muleth ■ heere / in Audience
He stareth / and he woodeth in his Aduertence 
To whom Al^machius / vnsely wrecche
He woostow nah how Uar my myghh may strecche
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544 SIX-TEXT '
GROUP G. §1. second nun's tale. Ellesmere MS.

{68)
Han nogh* cure mygJSty pi-nees / to me' yeuen 
Ye bothe power / and Auctoritee
To maken folk/ to dyen or to lyuen
Why spekestow / so proudly thanne to me
I speke noglit /-but stedfasf^Jly quod sbe
Hat proudly / for I speke as for my syde ' 
We naten deed^y / tbilke vice of pryde ‘

470

473

476

477

480

483

[If iw, bk]

■ (69) ■
. * J, u^cUire

And if thou drede n^^ s soo^h to heere.
Thanne ■ wol I shewe / al apei^l;y by righf

’ , hie
That thou hast maad / a ■fhl gret lesyng* heero 
Thoti se;^i^tf thy Pn'nees / han^l^liee yeuen mygl^lf 
Bothe for to sleen / and for to quyken a .'wigh* 
Thou that ne maj^s*. but oondy lyf bireue 
Thou hask noon oother power ne no leue

■ ■ . ■ . ■ / (70) .
• «

But thou mayst S(^;yn / thy pnr^ees hm thee maked 
Ministreko^ deeth / for- if thou speke pf mo '
Thou ly^e^s* for .J(ijf po^er ful naked ,
Do wey tliy boojdnesse / «eyd!e Almachius tho . i 487 
And socri^gle ■ to oure goddes er Shpug'cr. _
I recche naif what wrop^g* fat thOu me pfofre, . • 
ffor I c^n suffre jt / Jfs sc PhU^osophre.

' * ' . •*
• ■, , (71)

IT But thilke wran^ffe^ may I nat endure 
That thou speki^E^ff oure goddes heere quod he
Cecile answerde / o nyce creature ®
Thou seydest no word / syn thou spak to me 
That I ne knew ther with / thy nycetee 
And that thou were / in eueiry maner wise 
A lowed Officer / and a veyn l^^st^ise
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545 SIX-TEXT , '
GROUP G. §1.- second nun’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

(72)
ext«noribuf ocuh)'f

Ther lakketh no to thyne cutter eyen
That thou nart blynd! / for thyng* p«t we seen alle 
That it is stoon / pat men may wel espyen
That ilke stoon / a god thow wolt it calle
I rede thee / lat thyn hand vp on it falle
And taste it wel / and stoon thou shalt it fynde 
Syn that thou sees^lf naif with thyne eyen hlynde

498

501

504

(73)
It is a shame / that the peple shal
So sco:me thee / and laughe at thy folye 
Itor coT^n^uHl;y / men woot it wel oue-ral 
That myghty god / is in hise heuenes hye 
And thise ymages / wel thou mayst espye 
To thee / ne to hem sel^ ne mowen noght poHte 
ffor in effei^if they been nat w^^'th a myte

505

508

511

(74) .
IT Thise wordes / and swiche othere seyde she “ 
And he weex v^:^(^oth / and bad men sholde hir lede 
Horn til hir hous^./ and in hire hous quod he 
Erenne hire / right in a bath of flambes rede 
And as he bad / right so was doon in dede 
ffor in a Bath / they gonne hire faste shetten 
And nyght and day /.gree't fyre they vnder betten

513 '

515

518

(75)
IT The longe nyght / and a day also 
ffor al the fyr ' f and, eek the bathes heete 
She sat al coojd / and feeled no wo 
It made hire / naif a drope for to sweete 
But in that Bath / hir lyf she moste lete 
ffor he Almachius / wiA a fui wikke entente 
To sleen hire in the Bath his sonde sente '
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GKoup G. § 1. second nun's tale. Elletmere MS.

(7G)
Thre strokes in the nekke / ke smoot liire tho 
The tormeutour / hut for no maner chaunce 
He myghte noght smyte / al hir neltke alwo 
And for ther was / that tyme an ordmannuo 
That no man / sholde doon men swich. penaunco 
The fertile strook/ to smyten softe or soore 
This toi’me:^itour / ne dorste do uamoore

[leaf IflO]

520

532

But lialf deed / witli hir nekke ycoruen tliere 
He lefte hir lye / and on liis wey lie wo^tf 
The cristen folk / wliich that ahouto hire wero 
With sheetes / han the hlood / fui faire yh^^tf 
Thre dayes lynied she / in this torm^enf ■ 
And neuere cessed / hem the feith to teclie 
That she hadde fostred / hem she gan to pi-eeho

533

53G

539

A^nd hem.'she yaf / hir moehles / and hir thyng* 
• And tO-the Pope Vr^ban / hitook hem tho

And seyde / I axcd this at heuene kyng*
To han resj^itf. thre dayes and namo
To recomende to yow / er that I go
Thise soules lo / and paai I myghte do werche
Heere myii hous / perpet^^l^ly a cherche

540

543

54G

(79)
H Seint Vihan / with hise deknes pnuely 
This hody fette / and buryed it by nyghte 
Among' hise othere seintes / honestly
Ilir hous I the chirche of seinte Cecilie higlite 
Seint Vr^han halwed it / as he wel myghte* 
In which / in to this day / in noble wyse 
Men doon to ^^ii^tf. and to his seinte se^ruyse

547

550

553

Heere is elided / the Seconde Nonnes tale
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647 SIX-TEXT
GROUP G. § 2. 2?" NUN-CAN.-TEO, LINK. Ellcsmere MS.

If The prologe / of the Chanons yemannes tale (5)

557

han toold -v£is al the lyf / of seinte Cecile 
Er we hadde riden / fully fyue Mile 
At Boghton vnder Blee / vs gan atake 

A man / that clothed was / in clothes blake
And vnder-nethe / he wered a surplys 
His hakeney / which fat was al pomel.y grys 
So swatte / that it wonder was to see 
It semed / as he had priked Miles three 
The hakeney eek / fat his yeman rood ypon 
So swatte / that vnnethe myghte it gon t • • •■ .......................................

561

..............................M gap i’nthe J/lSf.] 
A Male tweyfoold! / vp on his eroper lay 
It semed / that he caried lite array 
Al light for Somer / rood this wo^'thy man 
And in myn herte / to wondren I bigan 
What fat he was / th that I vnderstood 
How that his cloke / was sowed to his hood 
ffor which / whan I hadde longe anysed me 
I demed hym / sem Chanon for to be 
His hat heeng / at his bak / doun by a laas 
ffor he hadde ' riden / moore than tr^o* or paas 
He hadde ay prjked/ lik as he were wood!

Clote leef / he hadde vnder his hood!
ffor swoot'-^nd for to kepe his heed from heete 
But it was ioye / for to seen hym swete 
His forheed dropped / as a stillatorie ' 
Were ful of Plantayne / and o^ Paritorie
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585

589
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548 SlX-TEXT
a^iOUP G. §2. 2^“NON-cAN.-YEO. LINK. Ellesmcire MS.

And whan tliat he was eome / he gan to erye 
God saue quod he / this ioly compaignye 
ffaste haue I priked quod he / for youre sake 
By cause / that I wolde yow atake 
To riden / in som myrie compaignye 
His yeman eek* was ful of curteisye 
And seyde sires / now in the morwe tydo 
Out youre hostelrie / I saugh you ryde
And warned heor / my lord and my soueinyn 
Which / to ryden with yow / is ful fayn 
ifor his despoi?* he loueth daliafice 
5 fFreend / for thy wariyni'* god yeue thee chance 
Thanne seyde oure hoosf. for cei?tein / it wolde seine 
Thy lord were wys / and so I may wel dome 
He is ful iocunde also / dar I leye 
Can he oght* teile / a myrie tale or tweye 
With which / he giade may this compaig:nye ? 
11 Who sire / my lord f ye / ye with-outen lyo 
He kan murthe / and eek l^olitee
Hat hut ynough / also sire trusteth me 
And ye hym knewe / as wel as do I 
Yo wolde wondro / how wel and cra:ftily 
Ho koude werke / and that in sondry wise 
He hath take on hym /. many a greet empniso 
Which were ful hard / for any that is heere 
To brynge ahoute / but they hym it leere 
As hoomely / as he rit* amonges yow 
If ye hym knewe / it wolde he for youre prow 
Yo wolde nat forgoon his Aqueynt^aunce 
ffor muchel good / I dar leye in halaunce 
Al that I haue / in my possessioure 
Ho is a man / heigh disci^eciouia •
I warne yow wel / he is a passyng man 
H Wel quod ouro hoo^tf. I pray theo tol me than * 
Is he a clerk / noon .s teile what ho is 
H Nay / ho is grot^^ter than a clerk ywis
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621

625
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549 SIX-^TEXT
GROUP G. § 2. S’*” NU^(^j^i^.-^-^;^o. line. . Ellesmere MS.

Seyde this yeman / and in wordes fewe 
Hoos* of his eta:^tf som what I wol yow shewe 
IT I seye / my lord / kan swieh suhtilitee 
But al his eraft /. ye may nat wite for me 
And som what helpe I yef to his wiik^j^ng* 
Tha'f al this ground / on whieh we been ridy^ng* 
TH that we eome / to Caunterhi^iry toun 
He koude al elene / turne it xp so doun 
And paUe it / al of sUuer / and gold 
IT And whan this yeman / hadde this tale ytoW 
Vn-to. oure boost/ he seyde henedieitee 
This thy^ng< is wonder merueillous to me 
Syn that thy lord / is of so heigh prudenee 
By eause whieh / men sholde hym reuerenee 
That of his worships / rekketh he so lite 
His ouerslope / nys nat worth a myte 
As in effeet? to hym / so moot I go 
It is al haudy / and to-tore also 
Why is thy lord so sluttissh I the preye ' 
And is of power/ hettre elooth to beye 
If that his dede / aeeorde with thy speehe 
Telle me that*. and that I thee biseehe 
IT Why quod this yeman s wherto axe ye me ? \ 
God help me so / for he shal neuere thee 
But I wol na* auowe that I seye 
And therfore / keepe it seeree I yow preye 
He is to wys / in feith / as I bileeue 
Thstt* that is ouej^doo^ / it wol nat preeue ' 
Ari^g^li* s/ as elerkes seyn / it is a viee 
Wl^elfole in tha.* I holde hym lewed and nyee 
ffor whan a man / hath ouer g^eet a wi* 
fful ^^t hym' haj^eth / to mysusen iff 
So doolih my lord / and that me greueth soore 
God it amende / I kan se;v yow namoore

Ther-o^ no fors / good yeman / quod oijre hoa^ff 
Syn o' the konnyng* of thy lord thow woo^tf
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550 SIX-TEXT
GROUP G. § 2. 2'® NUN-cAN.-TEO. LINK. Ellcsmere MS.
Telle how he dooth / I pray thee hertely i
Syn that he is j so cra:fty and so sly 
Wh^ere divelle ye j if it to teile be ?
IT In the suhurbes / of a tonn quod he (
Lurkynge in hernes j and in lanes blynde
Wl^eie as thise robbowrs j and thise theues by kynd<^^ 
Holden / hir pryuee fereful residence 
As they / that dar nat shewen hir presence 
So faren we j if I shal seye the sothe 
11 Hoiv quod OTi:re hoost j. lat me telle to the 
Why artow j so discoloured of thy face ? 
11 Peter quod he j god yene it harde grace 
I am so vsed j in the fyr to blowe 
That it hath chaunged my colour I trowe
I am nat wontj in no MIioui to prie 
But swynke soore j and lerne multiplie 
We blondren euere j and pouren in the fir 
And for al that j we faille of oure de.sir 
ffor euere we lakke j of eure conclusion 
To muchel folk j we doon Ulusion 
And borwe gold j be it a pound or two 
Or ten / or twelue / or manye sommes mo 

And make hem j wenen at the IoosIo weye 
That of a pound j we koude make tweye 
Yet is it fais j but ay we han good hope 
It for to doon j and after it we grope 
But that science j is so fer vs biforn 
Wo mowen naif al though we hadden sworn 
It ouer-take j it slit awey so faste 
It wole j vs maken beggers atte laste
II Whil this yeman j was thus in his talk^j^r^r* 
This Chanon drough hym neer j and herd^^l 
Which this yeman spak j for suspecion 
Of mennes speche j ouoio hadde this Chanon 
ifor Caton seitl^j that he that gilty is 
Demeth aUe thJ^r^g*. be spoke of hym ywis
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551 SIX-TEXT
gbou:p G. §2. S'* NON-CAN.-T^EO. LINK. Ellcsmere MS.

That was the cause / he gan so ny/ hym draws 
To his yeman / to herknen al his sawe 
And thus he seyde / vn-to his yeman tho 
Hoold thou thy pees / and spek no wordes mo 
ffor if thou do / /thou shalt it deere abye 
ThoiP sc^aundrest me / heere in this compaignye 
And eek? discoueresk that thou sholdest hyde 
f Ye quod our boost / telle on what so bityde 
Of al his thret^y^i^j* rekke nat a myte 
I In f^^th quod he / namoore I do but lyte 
•T And whan this Chanon) / saugh it wolde nat be 
But his yeman / wolde telle his pryuetee 
He fledde awe^ / for verray sorwe and shame 
IT A quod the yeman / heere shal arise game 
Al that I kan / anon now wol I teUe 
Syn he is goon / the foule feend hym quelle 
ifor neue-re heer / wol I with hym meete 
ifor peny ne for pound / I yow biheete 
He that me broghte firs^ vn-to that game 
Er that ■ he dye / sorwe haue he and shame 
fioir it is / ernest to me by my feith 
Thai; feele I wel / what that any man seith 
And yet for al my sm^i^if and al my grief 
ffor al sorwe / labour f and meschiefi
I koude neu^^e leue it / in no wise
Now wolde . god / my wit myghte suffise 
To teilen / al that longeth / to that Art^ 
And najjelees / yow wol I teilen paiTt 
Syn that my lord is goon / I wol nat spare 
Swieh thj^n^g* as that I knows / I 'wol declare
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552 SIX-TEXT

GEO U P G. §3. CAN.-TE^OM. PEEA^fBLE. MS.

, [on ?«(»f 1^93]
Heere bigynnetli / the Chanoiis yeman his tale

{TSE PREAMBLE]

ith this Chanon / I dwelt haue seucn yeer 
And his science / am I neuer the neer 
A1 that I hadde / I haue lost ther-hy 
And god wootf so hath many mo tlian I

Ther I was wo^if to he right fressh and gay ’ 
Of clothy^i^j^ and oother good array
Now may I were / an hose vp-on myn heed 
And wher my colour / was bothe fressh and reed 
Now is it wan / and leden hewe 
Who so it vseth / soore shal he rewe 
And my swynk / yet blered is myn eye 
Lo / which auantage / is to multiplie 
That slidynge science / hath me maad so hare 
That I haue no good / wher pat euere I fare 
And yef I am endetted so ther-hy 
Of gold I that I haue borwed trewely 
That whil I ly^ie / I shal it quite neuere 
Lat euei'y man / be war by me for euere 
What maner man / fhat casteth hym ther to 
If he continue / I holde liis thrift ydo 
Ifor so helpe me god / ther-hy shal he nat Wynne 
But empte his purs / and make hise wittes thynne 
And whan he / thurgh his madnesse and folye 
Hath lost his owene good / thurgh l^upartye * 
Thanne he exciteth / oother folk / ther-to 
To lesen hir good / as he hym sell! hath do 
ffor vn-to shrewes / ioye it is and ese 
To haue hir felawes / in peyne and disese
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553 SIX-TEXT

GROUP G. §3. CAN.-YEOM. PI^E^AMBLE. EUesi]^«^]:e MS.

Thus was I / ones lerned of a Clei5? 
Of-that no charge / I wol speke of oure werk? 
Il Whan we been there / as we shul excercise 
Oure Eluysshe craft/ we semen wonder wise
Oure termes / been so clergial / and so queynte Peaf 198, back] 
I blowe the fir / til that myn herte feynte 
What sholde I teilen. eche proporcion

Of thynges / whiche pat we werche vpon
As on fyue / or. sixe Ounces / may wel be
Of sillier / or som oofiher quantitee 
And bisye me / to telle yow the names 
O^ Orpymenk 'brent bones / Iren Squames 
That in-to poudre / grounden been ful smal 
And ir^ an e^then pof put is al 
And lalt yput In / and also papeer 
Biforn thise poudres / that I speke beer 
And wel ycoue-red / with a lampe glas 
And muchel oother thyng / which pat ther was 
And of the pok and glasses enlut^jmf* 
That of the Eyi^/ myghte passe out no thjn^g* 
And of the esy fir / and sma^t also 
Which that was maad / and of the care and wo 
That we hadden / in oure matires sublymymg* 
And in A^n^iilj^amj^i^g* and calceniyT^j* 
Of quyk/ siluer / yclept Me^curie crude 
ffor alle our sleigRtes / we kan nat conclude 
Oure Orpymen*. and sublymed Mdcm.-ie 
Oure grounden litarge eek? in the P[o]rfurie 
And ech of thise / of Ounces a ce;lteyn 
Noglit help^th vs / oure labour is in veyn

, Ne eek? oure spirites Ascenciown
Ne oure matires / pat lyen al fix adoun ' 
Mowe in oure werk}^l^<* no thyng vs auaille 
ffozf lost is ! al oure labour and trauaille 
And al the cost/ a twenty deuel w^y ■
Is lost also ! which we vp-on it lay
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554: SIX-TEXT
GROUP G. § 3. CAN.-TEOM. PREAMBLE. Ellesmere MS. 

ir Thi^ir is also / fu.1 many anotlier tliyng< 
Tliat is / vn-to oure craft apertenyng’

I by ordre / hem nat reherce kan 
By cause / that I am a lewed man .
yet wol I telle hem / as they come to mynde 
Thogh I ne kan nak sette hem in hir kynde ' 
As Boole / armonyald vertgrees / Boras .
And sMn^:ry vessels / maad of erthe and glas 
Oure vry^nals / and our descensories 
Vi^o^es / crosletz / and suhlymatories 
Cucurhites / and Alamhikes eek* *
And othere swiche / deere ynough a leek* •
ISat nedeth ik for to reherce hem aile 
Wat^i^es rubiiiyng’ and Boles galle 
Ai^senyk / sal Armonyald and Brymstoon . ■
And herbes / koude' I telle eek many oon 
As Egremo;yne / Valerian / and lunarie '
And othere swiche / if that me liste tarie 
Oure lampes brennyng' bothe nyght and day 
To brynge aboute / oure purpos / if we may 
Oure fourneys eek / o^ Calcinacion 
And of watres Al^liif^cacion
Vn^s^^ekked lym / Chalk / and gleyre of an ey' 
Poudres diuc^se / asshes / donge / pisse / and dey 
Cered pottes / sal Peter / vit^r^iole 
And diuerse fires / maad wode and cole 
Sal tartre / Alkaly / and sal preparat^/ 
And combusk matires / and coagulak 
Cley / maad with hors / and maznes heer and oille 
•^f Ta:rtre / Al^um glas / berme / work and argoillo 
Eesalgar / and oure matires enbi^l^j^n’ 
And eek* of oure matires encorpory^x^gk *
And of oure siluer citrinacion
And of oure cementyng* and fermentacion *
Oure yngottes / ^estes / and many mo 
I wol yow telle / -as wa^ me taught also
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655 SIX-TEXT
■ GEO^.P G. § ■3. pbeamblb. EU(5si^«5i:e MS.

Tlie scuene spirites / and the bodies seuene 
JBy Ordre / as ofte I herde my lord hem neuene ■ ’ 
5 3^16 firste spirii* qu^k siluer called is 
The seconde Orp;ym<ei^nf the thridde ' ywis 
Sal Aimonyak / and the fertile Brymstoon 
The hodyes seuene eekl. l^o hem heere anoon 
IT Sol gold is | and Luna | siluer we threpe 
Mars Iren / Memnie quyk siluer we clepe 
Sat^rm^MS leed / and l^u^ppiter is tyn 
And Venus Copeir / hy my fader' kyn 
IT This cursed craft/ who so wole excercise

■ He shal no good han / fat hym may suffise v
• ffor al the good / he spe^delih ther ahoute ' 
He lese shal / ther-o^ haue I ■ no doute 
"Who that listeth ' outen his folie 
Lat hym come forth •/ and lerne multiplie 
And eu^Try man / that oght hath in his cofre 

' Lat hyin appiere / and wqxe a Phi^l^c^sophre 
A^scauns ' '/ that craft is so light to leere 
Hay nay god wot^lf al he he Monk or frere 

or Chanon / or an^ ooOiher wy^gfit* 
Though he sitte at his bool* bothe day and nyghft 
In lernjTig* of . this Eluysshe nyce loibre '
Al is in veyn | and pafde muchel moore 
To lerne a lewed man this sub^iltee 
ffy spek* nat ther-o^ | for it wol nat bee •
And konne he letterwe | or konne he noon 
As in effect*, he shal fynde it al oon

- ifor bothe | two | by my sauacion Deif ioo, back]
Concluden in multiph^caciofi 
Ylike wel | whan they han al ydo 
This is to seyn | they faillen bothe two 

et| forgat I | to maken rehersaille 
Of watres co^oss^f | and of ly^ma^iUe 
And of bodies mollifi^caci^on) ® 
And also | of hire induracion 

ELLESMERE 552 (s-T. 555)

825

829

833

837

841

845

849

853

    
 



556 sKcxrEXT

orou:p G. §3. CAN.-YEOM. PREAMBLE. EllesmciTe MS,.
Oilles I Ablucions / and metal fusible 
To teilen al / wolde passen any Bible 
Tliat owber is / wherfore as for tbe beste 

alle tbise names / now wol I me reste 
tfoi: as I trowe 11 haue yow toold yncnve 
To reyse a feend / al looke he neuer so rowe 
IT A nay lat he / the Phi^^osophres stoon 
Elixer clepb./ we sechen faste echoon 
ifor hadde we hym / thanne werq it sikor ynow 
But vn-to god of heuene / I make avow 
ffor al oure cra^tf wha^ we han ydo 
AVith al oure sleighte / he woi. nat come vs to 
He hath maad vs spenden muchel good 
ifor sorwe of which / almoost we wexen wood- 
But that good hope / crepeth in oure herte 
Supposynge / though we sore smerte 
To he releeued / hy' hym afterwai^d! ’ _
Swich supposyn;^ and hope / is sharpie and hard! .
I warne yow wel / it is to seken euere . 
That futur temps / hath maad men disseuere 
In trust ther-o:f / from al pat euere they hadden ' 
'Yot of that Ai?* they kan nat wexen sadde 
ffor vn-to hem / it is a bitter sweete 
So semei^h if for nadde they but a sheete .
Whi^ch pat they myghte wrappe hem Inne at ny^^tf 
And a bratf to walken Inne hy day lygliib 
They wolde hem selle / and spenden on the cra^b 
They kan nat stynte / til no thyng be laff 
And eue^nmoo!lo / where pat euere they goon 
Men ma^ hem knowe / by smel of Brymstoon 
ffor al the world / they stynken as a gootb 
Hir sauour / is so rammyssh and so hooCf ( 
Thab though a man / a Mile frdm hem be 
The sauour wole infecte hym truste me 
And thus by smai / and threedbare array 
If pat men liste / this folk they knowe may
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GROUP G. § 3. CAN.-YEOjtf. PREAMBLE. EU.ei51^(^]?e MS.

And if a man. / wole aske hem pryuely 
Why they been clothed / so vntliriftily 
They riglit anon / wol rownen in his ere 
And seyn / Jal; if fat they espied were 
Men wolde hem slee / hy cause hir science 
Xo, / thus / this fol^k* bitrayen Innocence 
Passe oue;^' this / I go my tale vn-to

Er pat the po* be on the fir ydo 
Of metals / with a ce:rte;yn quaiititee- 
My lord hem tempreth / and no man but he 
How he is goon / I dare seyn bo^dely .
ffor as men seyn / he kan doon cra:ftily 
Algate I woot wel / he hath swieh a nanie 
And yet fui oft / he renneth in a blame 
And wite ye how / fui ofte it happeth so ' 
The pot tobreketh / and farcwel al is go 
Thise Metals / been of so greet violence 
Oure w^Hes / mowe nat make hem resistence 
But if they weren wroghte/ of lym and stoon 
l^^liey pei'cen so / and thurgh the wal they goon 
And somme hem / synke in to the groun^ct 
Thus han we los* by tymes many a pound 

* And somme are scatered / al the floor aboute 
Somme lepte in-to the rool* with-outen doute 
Though pat the feend / noght in oure sighte hym shewe 
I trowe he with vs be / that Uke shrewe 
In helle / where pat he lord is and sire 
Ms ther moore wo / ne moore rancow’ ne Ire . 
"Wl^s^n that oure pot is broke / as I haue sa;yd 
Euer^ inan chi* and halt hym yuele. apayd 
11 Somme seyde / it was along* on the fir makyng*! 
Somme seyde nay / it was on the blowyn^g* 
Thanne was I fered / for 'that was myn office 
11 Straw quod the thridde / ye been lewed and nyce 
It was nat tempred as it oglite be j
HMy quod the fourthe / stynt and herkne me 
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558 Sbx-TEEr ■
GROUP G. §3. cAN.-YEOM. PREAMBLE. Ellesmere MS.

By cause our fir / ne was nat maad of Beech 
That is the cause / and oother noon so theecB 
I lean nat telle / wher-on it was al^^j^ 
But wel I woofr g^eet strif vs is among'' 
IT What quod my lor^d? / ther is namoore to doone 
Of thise perils / I wol he war eft soone 
I am riglit siker/ tliat the pot was crased! 
Be as be may / be ye no thyng amased!
As vsage is / lat swepe the floor as swithe •
Plukke vp youre hertes / and beeth glad and blitho 
IT The Mullok/ on an heepe / sweped was 
And on the floor / ycast a Canevas 
And al this Mullok/ in a syve .;ytlirowe • 
And sifted / and ypiked many a tlirowe 
IT Par^dee quod oon / somwhaf oure metal
Yet is ther heere / though fat we han nat al 
Al though this thyng myshapped haue as no'w [ieafaoo.bick] 
Another tyme / it may be wel ynow 
Vs. moste putte / oure good in auenture 
A Marchant par^dee / may nat ay endure 
Trusteth me wel / in his prosperites 
Somtyme his good / is drenched in the see 
And som^tyme / coonth it sarrf / vn-to the londe 
1T Pees quod my lord / the nexte tyme I sbal fonde 
To bryngen oure cral;* / al in another plite 
And but I do / lat me han the wite 
Ther was defauts in som whafl wel I wooof •
IT Another seyde / the fir was ouer hoo< 
And be it hook or coold / I dar seye this 
That we co^duden / eueremoore amys 
We faille of that / which fat we wolden hauo 
And in oure madnesse / eue^emoore we raue* 
And whan we been / togidres euerichoon 
Euery man / semelih a Sal^omon)
But euer^ thyng^^vhich fat seineth as -the go^d ^Noeteneas An
Nis nat gold / as fat I haue herd told ,
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GliOUP G. §3.' CAN.-YEOM. PEi^AMBLE. Ellesmere MS.

•N^e euejry appul / that is fair to eye y ec paierumpomum 
liis nat good / what so men clappe or erye 
H ltiglit so / fareth it/ amonges vs 
He jxit someth the wiseste by Ihesus 
Is moost fool / whan it comth to the pre^^ 
And he- Jxat semeth trewest* is a theef/ 
That shul ye knowe / er fat I fro yow wende 
By that/ I my tale haue inaad an ende
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560 SIX-TEXT
GROUP G. §4. canon’s-yeoman’s taue. Ellesmere MS.

Et sequitw?' pars secuiida

ITHE! TALE.']

her was / a Chanou of Eeligioun 
Amonges vs / wolde infecte al a toun 973
Thogh it as greet were / os was ITyniyuee 

Eome / Alisaundre / Troye / and others three
His sleighte / and his infinit falsnesse 
Ther koude no man / writon as I gesse 
Though fat he lyue myghte a thousand yeer 
In al this woi:l(J / of falshede nas his peer ' 
ffor in hise termes / so he wolde hym wyndo 
And speke hise wordes / in so sly a kyndo 
Whanne he coramune shal ndth any wigffif 

■ That ho wol make hym doten anon righ* 
But it a feend he / as hym seluen is 
fful many a man / hath he bigiled er this 
And wole / if that he ljuie may a while 
And yet men ride and goon ful many a Mile 
Hym for to seke / and haue his Aqueyntamice 
Hoght knowynge / o^ his false goue/ziaunce 
And if yow list; to yeue me Audience 
I wol it telle heere / in youre presence 
IT But worshipful Chanons Eeligious 
Ne deme'th nat^. that I desc^laundre youre hous 
Al^-thougli that my tale / of a Chanoun. bee. 
Of euery ordre / som shrewe is pardee 
And god forbede / that al a compaignye 
Sholde rewe / o. singuleer mannes folye 
To sclaundre y^ / is no thj^ng* myn entente 
But to correcten / that is mys I-mente
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561 SIX-TEXT
GROUP G. § 4. oanon’s-yeoman’s talb^, Ellesmere MS.

Tliis tale / was nat oo^ily / toold for yow 
But eek / for othere mo / ye woot wel how 
Tha* among*. eristes Apostles twelue 
Tlier nas no traytoui/ but l^udas hym seine 
Thanne / why sholde al the re^^:^i^i^if haue a blame 
Tl^at giltlees were / by yow I seye the same 
Saue oo^^ly this / if ye wol herkne me 
If any l^r^das / in youre be
Eemoeue^th hym bitymes / I yow rede, 
If'shame / or los / may eausen any drede 
And beeth no thy^i^g* displesed I yow preye 
But in this cas / herketh what I shal seye 
IN London / was a preest Annueleer

That ther-Inne / had .dweUed many a yeer 
Which was so plesai^idf and so seruysable 
Vn-to the wyf / where as he was at table 
That she wolde suffre hym no thyng for to paye ’ 

- flor bord ne clOthyT^g* wente he neuer so gaye 
And spendy^ng* siluer / hadde he right ynow 
Ther-o^ no fors / I- wol procede as how 
And teile forth my tale / of the Chanon 
That broghte this preest/ to confusion 
IT This false Chanonl / cam vp on a day - 
Vn-to this preestes chambre / wher he lay 
Bisechynge hym / to' lene hyni a certeyn 
Of gold / and he wolde quite it hym ageyn 
Leene me a mal?e quod he / but dayes three 
And at my day /. I wol it quiten thee 
And if so be / that ' thow me fynde fais 
Another day / do hange me. by the hals 
IT This preest hym took a martc and that as swithe 
And this Chanou-n / hym thanked ofte sithe 
And took/ his leue / and wente forth his weye 
And at the thridde day / broghte his moneye 
And to the- preest / he took his gold agi^^yn .. 
"W^(^r-i^:f this prees* was wonder glad and fayn 
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562 SIX-TEXT
GROUP G. § 4. cAxox’s-yEojj^Ax’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

IT Certes quod he / no thyng/ ano;yeth me 
To lene a man / a noble / or two / or thre 
Or what tliyng / were in my possessioil 
Whan he / so trewe is condicioii 
That in no wise / he hreke wole his day 
To swich a man / I kan neuer soye nay 
11 What quod this Chanoun / sholde I he vntrewe ? 
Nay that were a thy^ng* yiallen al newe 
Trouthe is a thyng* that I wol euere kepe 
In to that day / in which that I shal crepe 
In to my graue / or ellis god forbedo 
Bileueth this / as siker as the Crede 
God thaiike I / and in good tyme / he it sayd 
That ther was neuere maii yet yuele apayd 
ffor gold ne siluer / that he to me lente 
Ne neuei’e falshede / in myn berte I mente 
And sire quod he / now of my pryuctee 
Syn ye so goodlich / han been vn-to me 
And kithed to me / so greet geutillesse 
Somwliit* to quyte with youre kyml<^nesse 
I wol yow shewe / if that yow lisf to leere 
I wol yow teche / pleynly the maiiere 
How I kan werken / in Phil^osophie 
Taketh good heede / ye shul wel seen at eye 
That I wol doon / a maistrie or I go
H Ye quod the pi^eit*. ye sire quod he / and wol ye st) ? 
Marie / ther-^:f / I pray j’ow hertely 
H At youre comandemeit* sire trewely 
Quod the Chanon / and ellis god forbeede 
H Loo ho5v this theef* koude his seruice heede 
fful sooth it is / that swich p)v>ored seruj’^ 
Stynketh / as witnessen thise olde wyse 
And that fui soone /1 wol it verifie •
In this Chanon / roote of alle trecherie '

, That euere moore / delit hath and gladnesse
Swiche feendly thoughtes / in his berte impresse 
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563 WIC-TEXT
GUO UP G. §4. canon’s-yeom^an’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

How Cristos peple / he may to mesf^eiiuif / brynge 
God kepe vs / from his Mse dissymulynge 
ST Noght wiste thi.s pree^if yiih whom fat he dolt 
N[e] oo’ his harm eomynge / he no thyng felte 
O se^y pree^lf / o se^y Innoeeidf 
"Vii;h eouei.tise / anon thou sha!lt be ble^Jf 
0 graeelees / ful- blynd is thy eoneeite 
Ho thy^n^g/ ne artow war/ of the deeei-te 
Wi^i^eh that this fox / yshapen hath for thee 
Hise wily wrenches / thou ne mayst nat flee 
Whoi^fore to go / to the eonelusion) 
That rofereth / to thy eonfusioii) 
Vnhappy man / anon I wol me hye 
To teilen thyn vnw^if / and his folye 
And eek the falsnesse / of that ■oother wroeehe 
As ferforth j as my konnjT^<^ may streeehe 
This Chan^on) was my lord! / ye wolden weene

Sire hoo^tf in feith / and by the heuenes queene 1089. 
It was another Chanofi / and nat hee 
That kail an hundred foold' moore subtiltee 
He hath bitrayed folkes manjr tyme 
Of his falshede / it duUeth me to ryme 
Euere whan fat I speke / of his falshede 
ffor shame of hym / iny eheltes wexen rede 
Al^gates / they bigynnen for to glowo 
ifor roednosse haue I noon ■ / right wel I knov/e 
In my visage / for fumes diuerse ■
Of metals [ whiehe ye han herd me Iehorco 
Consumed / and wasted han my Teodnesse 
How taak heede / this Chanons eul•sodnosse

Sire quod he to the pree^lf lat youre man gon 
ffor quyk siluer / that we hadde it aiion 
And lat hyn] / bryngen Ounees two or three 

_ And whan he eoonth / as faste shal ye see 
A wonder thyn]* whieh ye saugh neuere er this 
IT Sire quod the pree^lf it shal be doon ■ ywis 
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564 siscx?EXT
group G. §4. canon’s-yi^(^;^.a:x’s t.alx. EUesmere MS.

He bad his seruaiitf, fecclien Iiyiu this 
And he al redy / was at his biddj^i^g* 
And wente hym fottli / and cam anon agayn 
With this quyk siluer / sooit^^dy for to sayn 
And toke thise Ounces thre / to the Chanoun 
And he hem leyde / faire and wel adoun 
And bad the serut^i^lf. coles for to brynge 
That he anon / nij^^lite go to his werkynge 
H The coles / right anon weren yfef 
And this Chanon / took out a Crosi^elt^ff 
Of his bosom / and shewed it to the pree^tf 
This Instrument quod he / which Jiiit thon seei^f 
Taake in thyn hand? / and put thy self ther lune 
O^ this quyk siluer an Ounce / and heer bigynne 
In the name Crisf, to wexe a philosofre 
Ther been -:fui fewe / to whiche I wolde profre 
To shewen hem / thus inuche of my science 
ffor'ye shul seen / heer by expeznence 
That this quyk siluer / wol I luortifye 
Right in youre sighte anon /1 wol nat Jyo 
And make as good siluer / and as fyn 
As ther is any / in youre purse or nn-n 
Or elleswhere / and make it malliable 
And elles / holdeth me / fais .ind vnabJe 
Amonges ' folk/ for euez'e to appeere loi, back}
I haue a poudre heer / pat coste me deere 
Shal make al good / for it is cause of al 
My konnyng* / which fat I to yow shewen slial 
Voyde youre man / and lat hym be ther oute 
And shette the dore / whils we heen aboute 
Oure pryuetee / that no man vs espie 
Whils that we werke / in this PhU^osophie ’ 
IT Al as he bad / fulfilled was in dede 
This Uke seruan* anonright' ont yede 
And his Maisten / shette the dore anon 
And to hire labour/ spedUy they gon
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565 SIJCT'EXT
GROUP G. § 4. canon’s-yeojman’s tale. Ellesmere MS

IT This prees* ■ at this cursed Chanons biddjni'* 
Vp on the fir/ anon sette this thj^i^g* ■ ■
And blew the fir / and bisyed hym ful faste 
And tbis Chanofi / in-to the Crosselet cast 
A pondre noot I wher of / that it was 
Ymaad / nufer of clialhi or glas
Or som wbat elles / was nat worth a fiye 
To blynde with the prees*. and bad hym hye 
The coles / for to couchcn al abone 
The Crosselc!*, for in tokenj^ng* I thee loue 
Quod this Chanon / thyne owene handes two 
Shul werche al thyn^g^/, which shal heer be do 
H Graunt mei'c-y quod the prees* and was ful glad! 
And couched .cole / as that Chanon bad 
And while he bisy was // this feendly wrecche- 
This false Chatooum / tjie foule feend! hym fecche 
Out his bosom . / he took/ a Bechen cole
In which ful subt^ii.ly / was maad an hole 
And ther-Inne / put was of siluer lemaille 
An Ounce / and stopped was w^1^A-outeu 'faille 
The hole wt'I^Zt wex / to kepe the lemaille In 
And vnderstondeth / that this false gyn 
Was nat maad ther / but jt was maad biforo 
And ^^here thynges / I shal teilen moore 
Herafterwai^d! / whiohe pat he yrith hym broghte 
Er he cam there / hym to bigile he thoghte 
And so he dide / er pat they wente atwynne 
Til he had temed hym / he koude nat blynne 
It duUefili me / whan that I of hym speke 
Ou his falshede / fayn wolde I me wreke 
If I wiste how / but he is heere and there 
He is so variauiit / pit he abit nowhere
H But taketh heede / liow sires for goddes loue 
He tooli* this cole / which 1 spak aboue
And in his hand / he haar it pryuely , 
And whils the prees* couched bisily
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566 sucxtext
G. §4. canon’s-teom.an’8 tale. EUes:^i^ire MS.

The coles / as I tolde yow er this [leaf aos]
Thie Chanon seyde / freend ye doon an^y.s 
This is nat couched / as it oghte he 
Ilut soone / I shai aineiiden it quod he 
IS’ow lat me medie ther-with / but a while 
ffor of yow / haue I pitee by seint Gile 
Ye T(^(^n riglit hooof. I se wel how ye swete 
Haue heer a clooth / and v^i^pe awey the wete 
And whils fat the pree^tf wiped his face 
This Chanon / took his cole vih barde grtace 
And leyde it aboue / vp on the myddewai^d! 
Of the Crosselek. and blew wel afterwar^ci 
Til that the coles / gonne faste brenne 
IT Now yeue vs drynke / quod the Chanon thenne 1193 ■ 
As swithe a:l shai he wel I vndertake 
Sitte we doun / and lat vs myrie make 
And wlian J<zt / this Chanones^ Bechen cole 
Was bren<2. al the lemaille out of the hole 
In-to the Crosselek fil anon adoun 
And so it moste nedes by resomi 
Syn it so euene / ahouen it couched was 
But ther-of / wiste the preesk no thyn^g? alas' 
He demed alle'the coles yliche goocf 
ifor of that sleighte / he no thy^nj* vnders^i^ood! 
And whan this Alkamystre saugh his tyme 
Eis vp quod he sire preesk. and sit by me 
And for I woot wel / Ingot haue I noon 
Gooth walketh forth and brynge vs a Chalk/ stoon 
tfor I wol make oon / of the same shape 
That is an Ingotk. if I may han hape 
And bryngeth eek wit^/i yow / a bolle or a j^f^nne 
fful of water / and ye shu^ se wel thanne 
How fat oure bisynesse / shai thryue & preeue 
And yet? for ye shul han no mysbileeue 
He wr^oiig concsite of me / in youre Absence 
I ne wol nat? been out of youre preseiice
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567 SIX-TEXT
GKOUP G- §4. canon's-teoman’s tale. EUes:me]re MS.

But go with yow / and come wit/, yow age;Jn
The chambre dore / shoirtly for to seyn 
They opened and sl^(^t.te / and wente hir weye 
And forth with hem / they carieden the keye 
And coome agayn / wit^Zi-outen any delay 
What sholde I tarien / al the longe day 
He took the Chall* / and shoope it* in the wise 
Of an Ingoh as I shai yow deuyse 
If I se^e' / he took/ out his owene sleene
A teyne of siluer / yuele moot he cheeue 
Which fat Wjis natf /Tout an Ounce 6f weighte 
A^nd taak heede now / of his cursed sleighte IT He shoope his Ingolf in lengthe and eek* in breede 

this teyne / with-outen any drede 
. So slyly / that the preesif it nat espide '

. And 'in his sleue / aga;yn he gau ithiide 
And fro the fir/ he took vp his mateere 
And in thyngi^tf putte it with myrie cheere 
And in the water vessel / he it caste 
Whan fat hym luste / and bad the preest as faste 
What pat heer is / put In thiuv hand and grope 
Thow fynde shalt ther siluer as I hope 
r......................................................................... ......... • ■
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He putte his hand In / and took vp a teyne 

siluer fyn / and glad in euery veyne
Was this pre,e.stf. whan he saugh it was so 
Goddes hlessj^jig* and his moodres also 
And alle halwes / have ye sire Chanon 
Seyde this preesif, and .1. hir malisofl 
But and ye vouchersau* to techen me 
This nohle crai^tf and this suhi;iltee 
I wol he ypure / in al that euere I may 
If Quod the preei^l^ yet wol I make assay 
The seconde tyme / pat ye may taken heede 
And been expedf of this / and in youre neede 
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568 si^s^xtext
GROUP G. §4. CASTON’s-YEOJL^is’s TALE. Ellesmere MS.

Another day / assaye in myn absence 
This disciplyne / and this crafty science 
Lat take another Ounce / quod he tlio 

quyk siluer / with-outen wordes mo
And do tlier with / as ye han doon er this 
With that oo'ther / which }«t now siluer is 
IT This preest hym bisieth / in al Jizt -he kan 
To doon / as this Chaiion / this cursed man 
Comanded hym / and faste he blew the fir 
flor to come / to theffect* of his desir 
Aud this Chanon) / right in the meene while 
Al rcdy was / the preest eft to bigile 
And for a contenance / in his hand he bar 
An hohve stikke / taak kope and be war 
In tho ende which / an Ounce and namoore 
Of siluer lemaille / put was as bifore 
In his cole / and stopped wih wex weel 
ffor to kepe In / his lemaille euery deci 
Aud whil this preest was in his bisynesse 
This Chanon / with his stikke gan hym dresse 
To hym anon / and his poudre caste In 
As he dide er / the deuel / out of his skyn 
Ilym terve / I pray to god / for his falshede 
ffor he was euere fais / in thoghit and dede 
And with this stikke / abone the Cross^li^tf 
That was ordeyned / with that false l^ei^/ 
Il^e stired the coles / til relente gan 
The wex agayn the fir / as eu^T’y man ® 
Eut it a fool be / wooof wel it moot nede 
And al that in the stikke was out yede 
And in the cro^^^e^ef hastily it fel 
H Now good sires / what wol ye bet than wel 
Whan fat this preest. thus was bigned ageyn 
Supp.osynge no^l^tf but treuthe sooth to seyn 
He was so glad / T^hat I ne kan uat expresse 
l^u no manere / his myrthe and his gladnesse
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669 SIX-TEXT
gkoujp G. §4. canon's-yeoman's tale. EUesmere MS.

And to the Chanon / he pi'ofred eftsoone 
Body and good / ye quod the Chanon soone 
Though poure I be / crafty thou shalt me fynde
I warne thee / yet is ther moore bihynde 
f Is ther any coper/ her Inne seyde he ? 
il Ye quod the prees^tf sire I trowe wel ther be 
H Elles go bye vs som / and that as swithe 
Now good sire / go forth thy wey and hy the
II He wente his wey / and with the coper cam
And this Chanon) / it in hise handes nam 
,-And that coper j weyed on1* but an Ounce
11 Al to symple / is my tonge to pj-i^nounce 
As Ministre of my wit' the doublenesse 
^^'this Chanon / roote alle cursednesse
He semed freendly / to hem / J^izt knewe hym nog^^tf 
But he was feendly / bothe in herte and thoghk
It wee^ieth me / to telle his falsnesse, 
And nathelees / yet wol I it expr’esse

■ To thentente / that men may be war therby
. And for noon ooiiher cause trewely

H He putte the Ounce of Coper in the Cross^l^l^tt 
And on the fir / .as swithe he hath it set/ 
And caste In poudre / and made the preest/ to blowe 
And in his werhj^i^g" for to stoupe lowe 
As he dide er / and al nas but a l^i^pe 
Eigfit as hym liste / the preest he made his Ape 
And afterwm'rd! / in the Ingott he it caste 
And in the panne / putte it at the laste 

the water / In he putte his oivene hand!
And in his sleue / as _ ye biforn hand! 
Herde me telle / badde a siluer teyne 
Ile slyly tooke it out/ this cursed heyne 
Vnw^i^T^i^gt this pree^if of his false cri^j^tf 
And in the pannes botme / he hath it laff 
And in the water / ronibled to and fro ‘
And wonder pryuely / took vp also
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670 six:-TEXT
GROUP G. § 4. caxo;s’s-yeoman’s tale. Ellesi^ei’e MS.

The coper teyne / noglhf knowynge tliis preestf
A.nd hidde Ik and hym hente hy tlie breest* 1325
And to hym spak? and thus seyde in his game [loacsM, back] 
Stonpeth adoun / by god ye be to blame 
Helpeth me now / as a dide yow wliil eer 
Putte In youre band / and looketh what is tlieer 
IT This preei^lf took vp / this sUuer teyne anon 
And thanne seyde the Chanon / lat vs gon 
’'Witt thise thre teynes / whiche fat we han wrogl^lf 
To som Goldsmyth / and wite if they been rndllf • 
ffor by my feith / I nolde for myn hood 
But if that they were siluer/ fyn and good 
And that as swithe / preeued it sha^ bee 
IT Vr^-to the Goldsmyth / Tit/i thise teynes three 
They wente / and putte thise teynes in Assay 
To fir and hamer / myglite no man seye nay 
But J))at they weren J as hem oghte be 
f This sotted preesf. who was gladder than he 
Was neuere brid / gladder agayn the day 
Ne nyghtynga^e / in the seson of ilay 
Nas neue:re man / that luste bet to synge 
Ne lady / lustier in carolynge 
Or for to speke of love and woTrmaaliede 
Ne knyght in Aimes / to doon an hardy dede 
To stonden in grace / of his lady deere 
Than hadde this preei^ff this sooi'y cnaft to leere 
And to the Chanon / thus he spak and seyde 
ffor loue god / that for ts alle deyde
And as I may / deseIue it vn-to yow 
What shal this receite coste / telleth now 
H By eure lady quod this Chanon) / it is deere 
I warne yow wel / for saue I and a frere * 
In Engelond! / ther kan no man it make 
i No fors quod he / now sire for goddes sake '
What sha^ I paye / telleth me I preye f 
IT Ywis quod he / it is fui deere I seye
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571 SIX-TEXT
GROUP a. §4. canon’s-yeoman’s tale. Ellesme:re MS.

Sire at o word / if that tliee list it haue 
Ye shul paye fourty pound / so god me saue 
And nere the freendshipo / fat ye dide er this 
To me /. ye sholde paye moore y-wis 
H This preest the sowme of fourty pound anon 

nobles fette / and took hem euerichon
To this Chanon / for this ilke receik 
Al his werkyn^gt nas but fraude and dec^iif 
J Sire preest he seyde / I kepe han no loos 
Of my cra^t / for I wolde ik kept were cloos 
And as ye loue me / kepeth it secree 
ffor fend men knewen / al my soutiltee 
By god ! they wolden han so greet enuye 
To me / hy cause / of my Phil^osophye
I sholde he deed / ther were noon oo'ther weye
II God it forbeede quod the preest/ what sey ye 
Yet hadde I leuere / spenden al the good! 
Which Jat I haue / or elles wexe I wood! 
Than that ye sholden falle in swiche mescheef/ 
U ffor youre good wyl / sire haue ye right good preelf 
Quod the Chanon / andjai^-wel grant mercy
He wente his wey / and neueir the preest hym sy 
After that day / and whan fat this preest shoolde 
Maken assa;y / at swich tyme as he wolde
Of this receit / farwel / it wolde nat he ’
Lo thus hyiaped / and bigfled was he 
Thus maketh ■ he / his introduccion
To hrynge folk/ tu [hir] destrucciofi 
COnsi.delrei;h sires / how fat in ech estaak 

Bitwixe men and gold / ther is dehaak
So ferforth / that vnnethe is ther noon 
This multi^pl^jin^gt hlent so man^ oon 
That in good feith / I trowe pat it hee 
The cause grettesk of swich scarsetee 
Phil^osophres / speken so ^^s^ily .
In this crafk fat men kan nat come therhy 
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572 SIX-TEXT

GROUP G. §4. canon’s-yeoman’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

ffor any wif pat men han now a dayes 
They mowe wel chiteren / as p«t doon l^oj'es [so] 
And in hir termes / sette hir lust and peyne 
But to hir purpos / shul they neuez’e atteyne 
A man may lightly lerne / if he haue augl^^ 
To multi^pdi.e / and brynge his good to naugl^tt 
ITLo j swich a lucre / is in this lusty game 
A mannes myrthe j it wol turne vn-to grame 
And empten also / grete and’ heuye purses 
And makon folk / for to purchacen curses 
Of hem / fut han hir good / ther-to ylentt 
fly for shame / they fat han been breiOt 
Allas j kan they nat flee / the fires heete 
Ye that it vse / I rede ye it leete
Lest ye lese a^ / for bet than neuere is late 
Neuere to thryue / were to long* a date 
Though ye prolle ay / ye shul it neuere fynde 
Ye been as boo^d as is Bayard! the blynde 
That blondreth forth / and pei'il casteth noon 
He is as boold / to renne agayn a stoon 
As for to goon / bisides in the weye 
So faren ye / that multiphe I seye 
If fat youre eyen / kan nat seen arig^tt 
Looke fat youre mynde / lakkeunoght his sigl^lt 
ffor though ye looken neuer so brode and stare 
Ye shul no thj^ng* wynne on that chaffare 
But wasten / al that ye / may rape and renne 
AYitln^ir^'weth the fir / lest it to faste brenne 
^(^^l^eth namoore / with that Ar^ I mene 
ffor if ye doon / youre thrift is goon ful cieffe 
And right as swithe / I wol yow teilen heere 
What fat the Philosophres seyn in this m'i^tisere 
LO thus seith Arnold the newe toun

As his Eosarie / maketh mencioun 
He seith right tJius / with-outen any lye 
Ther may no man / Mei’curie mortifie 
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573 siJC-TEXT
GROUP G. § 4. canon’s-yeoman’s tale. Ellesmere US.

But it be / with his brother knowJ^cehj^i^g* 
Hoiy pat he / which piat first seyde this thyng*

PliiJ^osoplires / fader first was hennes 
^^e se).th / hoAY pa the dragon doutelees 
Ne dyeth naif. hut if that he he slayn 
With his brother/ and that is for to sayn 
By the dragon / Mereurie and noon ootlier 
He Ynderstood / and Brymstoon hy his brother 
That out o? sol / and Luna were ydrawe 
And therfore seyde he / taak heede to my sawe 
Lat no man bisye hym / this Ai^fr for to seehe 
But if pat he / thenteneiou and speehe 
Of Phil^osophres / vnderstonde kan 
And if he do / he is a lewed man 
ffor this seienee / and this konnyng quod he 
Is of the seeree / of the seeretes paj-dee 
IT Also / ther was a diseiple of Plato 
That on a tyme / seyde his maister to 
As his book senior / wol bsre witnesse 
And this was his demande in soothfastnesse 
Telle me the name / of the pnuee stoon 
ir And Plato answerde / vn-to hym anoon 
Take the stoon / that Titanos men name 
IT Whieh is that quod he / Magnasia is the same 
Seyde Plato / ye sire / and is it thus ? 
This is / ignotnm per ignoeius 
What is Magnasia / good sire I yow preye ? 
irit is- a water / that is maad I seye 
Oi elementes foure quod Plato
IT Telle me the roote / good sire quod he tbo 
Of that water / if it be youre wille 
IT Nay nay quod Plato / eertein that I nylle 
The Phil^osophres / swo^n were euraryehoon 

, That they-/ shol^deia disoouere it vn-to noon 
Ne in no'hook it write / in no manere 
ffor vn-to Crist / it is so lief and deere
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574 SIX-TEXT
GROUP G §4. canon’s-yeoman’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

That he -vol na* that it discoueired bee
But where it liketh / to liis deitee 
Man for tenspire / and ee^ / for lo defFjnde 
W^om ^<t hym liketh / lo this is the ende 
IT Thanne conclude I thus / sith pat god heuene 
Ne wil natf that the Phil^osophres neuene 
How pat a man / shal come vn-to this stoon 
I rede vs for the beste / lete it goon 
ifor who so / maketh god his Aduersarie 
As for to werken / any thy^ngH in co^t.rario 
Of his wil / certes neuer shai he thryu^. 
Thogh that he multiplie teraie of lyue 
And there a po;y^tf for ended is my tale 
God sonde eue:^'y trewe man / boote his baie
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GROUP H. /FRAGMENT IX.
§ 1. THE MANCIPLE’S HKAD-LINK.

ELLESMERE MS.

4

8

1 Heere folwetli tlie Prologe / of the Mi^unciples 
tale [wtfta/206]

"TTT
■ /« / oot* ye naff / where ther slant/ a litel toun 

"^l^ich fat ycleped is Bobbe np.and doun 
f Vnder the Blee / in Caunterbu^y weye 

Ther gan eure hoo,stf for to l^ape and pleye 
And seyde sires / what Dun is in the Myre 
Is ther no man / for preyere ne for hyre 
That wole awake j oure felawe al bihynde 
A thee:f / myghte hym ful lightly robbe and bynde 
See how he nappeth / see how for Cokkes bones 
As he wol falle / fro his hors atones 
Is that a Cook of London / with meschance 
Do hym come forth / he knoweth his penaunce 
ffor he shal telle a tale '/ by my fey 
Al^-though / it be nat worth a Botel hey 
Awake thou Cook* quod he / god yeue thee sorwe 
WliE^t; eyleth thee / to siepe by the morwe ?

• Hastow had Seen al nyghb or artow dronke ? 
Or hastow / with som quene '/ al nyght yswonke ? 
So that thow mayst naff holden vp thyn heed! 
IT This Cook /fat was fui pale and no thy^ngi reed! 
Seyde to oure ho(^eS*. so god my soule blesse 
As ther is falle on me swich heuynesse 
Noot I nat why fat me were leuere siepe 
Than / the beste galon wyn in Chepe
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677 SIX-TEXT
GROUP H. § 1. man'ciple’s head-link. Ellesmere MS. 

iT AVel quod the Maunciple / if it may doon eso 
To thee sire Cook j and to no wiglilf disjilese 
Which pat heere rideth / in this compaignye 
And that oure hoost/ wole his curteisye
I wol now / excuse thee / thy tale 
ffor in good feith / tliy visage is fui pale 
Thyne eyen daswen eek* as that me thynketh I 
And wel I woot / thy breeth / fui soure stynketh 
That sheweth wel / thou art nat wel disjiosei? 
Of me cez-teyn / thou shalt nat been yglosed! 
See how he ganeth /lo this dronken wig^tf 
As though he wolde / swolwe vs an(^m[^Tl^tllf 
Hoold cloos thy moi^'th man / by thy fader kyn 
The deuel belle / sette his foot ther-In
Thy cursed breeth / infecte wole vs aile 
ify stj'nkyng' swyn / fy / foule moote thou falle 
A taketh heede sires / of this lusty man

• I7ow sweete sire / wol ye lusten atto ffan 
Therto me thynketh / ye been wel yshape 
I trowe / that ye dronken han wyn Ape 
And that is / whan men pleyen with a straw 
And with this speche / the Coolif wax wrooth & wraw 
And on the Mancipie / he gan nodde faste 
ffor lakke of speche / and doun the hors hyra caste 
Where as he lay / til pat men vp hym teoli* 
This was / a fair chynachee /^^ a Cook* 
All^as / he nadde / holde hym by his ladel 
And er fat he / agi^^yn were in his Sadel 
Ther was g-ei^t* showujmg* bothe to and fro 
To lifte hym vp / and muchel care and wo 
So vnweeldy / was this sory palled got^i^t' 
And to the Mancipio / thaund spak euTe hoost/ 
IT By cause / drynke / hath demiuacion 
Ypon this man / by my sanacion 
I trowe I lewedll*/ lie wolde telle his taie 
ffor were it wyn / or oo^d / or mo^sity Ale 
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578 SIX-TEXT
GROUP H. §1. manciple’s head-link. EU(3sm(^:re MS.

Tliat he hath dronke / he speketh in his nose 
And fneseth faste / and eek he hath the pose 
IT He hath also / to do moore than ynough 
To kepen hym and his Gapul ont of slough 
And if he falle / from his capul eftsoone 
'J^^li^nne shal we aile / haue ynogh to doone 
In liftyng vp / his heuy dronken cors 
Telle on thy taie / hym make I no fors 
IT But yet Mancipie / in feith thou art/ to nyce 
Thus op^i^ly / repreue hym of his vice 
Another day / he wole pe'i-f^ue^fn.ure 
Eeclayme thee / and brynge thee to lure
I meene / he speke wole / of smale tliynges 
As for to pynchen / at thy rekenynges 
That were nat honeste / if it cam to preeif /
II Ho quod the Manciple / that were a greet niest^ln^e^ff 16 
So myghte he lightly / hrynge me in the snare 
Yet hadde I leuere / payen for the Mare 
Wh^icfi tha,t* he rit on / than he sholde with me stryue 
I ' wol nat wratthen hym / al so moot I thryue 
Thi^lf th!;/1 speke / I seyde it in luy bourde

. And wite ye wha,* I haue heor in a gourde
A draghte wyn / ye of a ripe grape
And Tigfit anon / ye shul seen a good l^ape 
This Cook shal drynke ther of / if pat I may 
Vp peyne ee; deeth / he wol nat seye me nay 
H And ^^l•te;ynly / to teilen as it was 
Of this vessel / the Cool* drank faste / allas s 
What neded hym / he drank ynough hiforn 
And whan he hadde / pouped in this heTu 
To the Manciple / he took the gourde agi^^^^n 
And that drynke / the Cook was wonder fayn 
And thanked hym / in swioh wise as he koude 
If Thanne gan outi hoost* to laugBen wonder loude 
And seyde / I se wel / it is necessarie 
Wh^ere )«(; we goon / fat drynke we ■ with vs carie 

ELLESMEJ.IB 574 (6-T. 578)

61

64

68

72

[leaf 207}

81

84

88

92

96

    
 



579 SIX-TEXT
GROUP H. §1. mani^iple’s head-link. Ellesmere MS.

fToi' that wol turne / rancour and dise.se 
Tacord and loue / and many a wiong* apese 
11 0 Bacus / ybi^essed he tliy name 
That so kansh turnen / erne^tf in-to game 
Wor^shipe and thank* he to tliy deitee 
Of that mateere / ye gete namoore o^ me 
Telle on thy tale / Manciple I thee preye 
IT Wel sire quod he / now herkneth what I seyo
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580' SIX-TEXT
GROUP H. § 2. manciple’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

Heere bigynneth the Manciples tale / of the 
Crowe (5

W n I Han Phebus f dwelled heere / in this world 
■ /■ I As olde bookes / maken niencioun 
W W He was / the mooste lusty Bachiler
’ ■ In al this world / and eek the

He slow Phitofi / the as he lay
Slepynge / aga^n the sonne vpon a day 
And many another / noble worthy dede 
He with his bowe wroghte / as men m^^ rede 
IT Pleyen he koude / on eue]?y Mynstralcie 
An^d. syngen / that it was a melodie . 
To heeren / his cleere voys the soun 
Certes / the kyng o^ Thebes Amphioun 
That with his syngyng* walled that Citee 
K^oude neuej’e syngen / ha^f so wel as hee 
Therto he was / the semelieste man 
That is or was / sith pat the world bigan 
What nedeth it/ hise fetures to discryue 
ffor in tliis A'orld / avis noon so fair on lyue 
He was ther-with / ful^fil^ct of gentillesse 

honour / and of parf^f worthy^e^sse 
H This Phebus / that wois / flour of Bachilrie 
As wel / in fredom / as in Chiualrie 
ffor his des^spirff. in signe eek of Vi^ctorie 
Of Phiton I so as telleth vs the storie 
Was won* to beren'in his hand a bowe
H Now hadde this Phebus / in his hous a croire 
Whi^ch ■ in a Cage / he fostred ma.ny a day- 
And taughte it speke / as men teche a lay 
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581 SIX-TEXT
GROUP H. § 2. maxcuple’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

133Whit was this Crowe / as a show wliit swan 
And eountrefete the speehe of euei'y man 
He koude / whan he sholde teile a tale 
Ther-'with in al this world / no nyglityngale 
Ne koude / hy an hondred thousand deel 
Syngen / so wonder myrily and weel 
11 Now hadde this Phebus / in his hous a wyf / 
IMiich Jtzfc he louede / moore than his lyf/ 
And nyght and day / dide euere his diligence 
Hir for to plese / and doon hire reuerence 
Saue oo^ly / the sothe that I shal sayn 
l^i^l^ous he was / and wolde haue kept hire fayn 
li'oi’ hyni were looth / byiaped for to be 
And so is euei’y wigfit* in swieh degree 
Hut all in ydel / for it auailleth noglit 
A. good wyf / that is clene / of we^^k and thoghi* 
Sholde nat been kept in noon awayt cei’tayn 
And tr-ew^^y / the labour is in vayn 
To kepe a shrewe / for it wol nat bee 
This holde I / for a verray nycetee 
To spille labour / for to kepe wyues 
Thus writen olde clerkes / in hir lyues 
Bvt now to purpos / as I first bigan

This worthy Phebus / dooth aU that he kan 
To plesen hire / wenynge that swieh plesance 
And for his nianhede / and his gouernance 
That no man / sholde han put hym from hire graee 
But god it wool*. ther may no man embrace 
As to destreyne a thyng*. which Jizt nature 
Hath naturee^ly / set in a creature 
11 Taak any bryd / and put it in a Gage 1 Ex<^im^ii^m. de voiucre 

s’ 164

136

140

144

148

152

156

160

And do al thyn entente / and thy eorage 
To fostre it tendrely / with mete and dryiike 
Of alle deyntees / fat thou kanst bithynke 
And keepu it* so elenly / as thou may
Al though his Gage / of gold be neue^ so gay
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582 SIX-TEXT
group H. §2; m^:^iciple’s tale. EUesme:re MS.

hath this brid / by twernty . thousand foolcB 
Leuer-e in a fforest / that is rude and coold! 
Goon ete wormes / and swicb wreccliednesse 
ifor euere this brid / wol doon his bisynesse 
To escape out of his Cage / if he may 
His libertee / this brid desireth ay 
H Lat take a Calf and fostre hym wel vih Milk 
iA.i^d tendre flessh / and make his couche of silli* 
And lat hym seen / a Mous go by the wal 
Anon he weyueth / MUk / and flessh and al 
And euei-y deyntee . / that is in that hous 
Swich appeltit he hath / to ete a Mous 
Eo / heere hath lustf his dominacion 
And Applet;!* floemeth discrecion 
1T A she wolf / hath also / a . vileyns kynde 
The lewedeste wo^lf / J)«1; she may fynde 
Or lees* of reputacion / that wol she take 
In tyme / whan hir lust to han a make 
51 Aile thise ensamples / speke I by thise men 

■•That been vntr^ewe / and no thy^Ti<*‘ by wommen 
flor men han enej-e / a likerous appeti* 
On lower thyng* to parfourne hire de^l;i* 
Than on hire wyues / be they neue'r -so faire 

■7e neue'r so ti^ewe / ne so debonaire 
fflessh is so newefangel with meschaunce 
That we ne konne / in no thyng han plesaunce 
That sowne1;h in-to vertu / any while 

'51 This Phebus / which f«t thoghte vpon no gile 
Deceyued was / for al his. l^c^l^i^t^ee 
flor vnder hym / another hadde shee 
A man / of litel reputaciofl 
Nat worth to Phebus / in comparison 
The moorg harm is /it happe^h ofte so 
O; which ther cometh / muchel harm and wo 
11 And so bifel / whan Phebus was absent' 
His wy.f anon / hath for hir lemman sent?
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583 SIX-TEXT
,GK0UP H. § 2. jiakciple's tale Ellesmere SIS.

205

208

212

21G

Hir lemman ? certes this is a knauyssh speche 
fforyeueth it me / and that I yow biseche 
1r The wise Plato se:ith / as ye may rede 
The word / moot nede accorde with the dede 
If men shal telle jn-oj^ir^^y a thjii"* 
The word / moot cosyn be to the werkj'ng* 
I ani a boystous man / right thus soye I 
Ther nys no difference trewely 
Bitwixe a wyf/ fat is of heigh dcgree 
If hire body / dishoneste she bee 
And a polire wenche /* oother than this 
If it so be / they werke bothe amys 
But fit the gentile / in hire estaat abone 
She shal be cleped / his lady as in loue 
And for that oother / is a poure womman
She sha^ be cleped / his wenche / or his leminau 
And god it wo^tf myn owene deere brother 
Men leyn fat oon / as lowe as lith fat oother 
IT Eight so / bitwixe a titlelees tirant/ 
And an Outlawe / or a theef erranif 
The same .I seye / ther is no difference 
To Al^i^saundre / was toold this sentence 
That for the tiian* is of gretter mygl^lf 
By force of meynee / for to sleen doun righ* 
And brennen hous avd boom / and make al playu 
Lo / therfore / is he cleped a Capitayn 
And for the Outlawe / hath but smal meynee 
And may nat doon / so greet an barm as he 
He brynge a contree / to so greet mescheef/ 
Men clepen hym / an Outlawe / or a thee^' / 
But for I am a man / noght textueel , 
I wol noght telle / textes neuer a deel 
I wol go / to my taie / as I bigan .
Whan Phebus wyf / had sent for hir lemman 
Anon they wrogliten / al hire lust volage 
il The white crowe / they heeng ay in the Cage 
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684 SIX-TEXT
group H. § 2. manciple’s talk Ellesmere MS.

Biheeld hire Averk* and seyde neue;* a word
And whan boom was come Phebus the lord' 
This Crowe sang / Cokkow / Cokkow / Cokkow / 
f What bryd quod Phebus / what son<< syngestow ? 
ISe were thow wont/ so myrily to synge 
That to myn berte / it was a reioysynge 
’J^o beere thy voys / alias wbat song is this ? 
H By god quod he / I synge nat amys 
Phebus quod he / for al thy worthynesse 
Ifor al thy beautee / and thy gentilesse 
ffor al thy song/ and thy Myustralcye 
ffor al thy waitjnif* blered is thyn eye 
With oon / litel reputacion 
lioght worth to thee / in comparison 
The montance a gnat/ so nioote I thryue 
ffor on thy bed / thy wy^ / I saugh hym swy & cetera 
H What wol ye moore / the Crowe anon hym tolde 
By sadde tokenes / and by wordes bolde 
How ^at bis wy^ had doon hire lecherye 
Hym to greet/ shame / and to greet vileynye 
And tolde hym ofte / he saugh it ytth bise eyen 
H This Phebus / gan aweyward for to wryen 
^And thoughte / his sorweful berte brast atwo 
His bowe he bente / and sette ther-Inne a fio 
And in his Ire / his wyf / thanne ha^h he slayn 
This is thoffo^tk. ther is namoore to sayn 
ffor sorwe of which / he brak his Mynstr^al^cie 
Bothe harpe / and lute / and GyteralO / and sautrie 
And ee^lf he brak bise Ai'wes / and his bowe 
And after that^/ tlms spak he to the crowe 
H Traitour quo(^ he / with tonge of Scorpion 
Thou hast me broghte/ to my confusion 
Al^l^as that I was wroght / why nere I deect 
O deere wyf o gemme of lustih^^^od‘ 
Tliat were to me / so sad / and eek* so tr^ewe 
How listow deed / vith face pale of hewe 

ELLESMERE 580 (6-T. 584)

241

244

248

252

7 Noto 
malum 
quid.

260

264

[leaf 209]

268

272

276

    
 



585 SIX-TEXT

GKO UP H. §2. manc)^:ple’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

fful giltlees / that dorste I swere ywys 
O rakel hand / to doon so foule amys 
O trouble witf o Ire recchelees 
That vnauysed / s^^ytetli giltles 
O wai^ti^i^sf. ful of fals su.specion) 
Wl^ere was thy wi* and thy discrecion) 
0 euei^'y man / be war of ralielnesse 
Ne trowe no thj^ng* w«t^7i-outen strong witnesse 
Smyt nat to soone / er pat ye witen why 
And beeth auysed / wel and sobrely 
lii? ye doon / any execuc^on) 
Vp on youre Ire / for suspecion) 
AUas / a • thousand foUc hath rakel Ire 
if^^ly fordoon / and broght hem in the Mire 
Al^I^as / for sorwe .1 wol my seluen slee

And to the Crowe / o false theelf seyde he 
I wol thee quite anon / thy false tale 
Thou songe whilom / lyk* a nyghtyngale 
Now shallow false theelf thy song* forgon 
And eek thy white fetheres euerichon 
Ne neuere in al thy lif/ ne shaltou speke 
Thus shal men / on a tlayIour been awreke 
Thou / and thyn of-spryng/ euere shul be blake 
Ne neuere / sweete voys shul ye make 
But euere crie / agayn tempes* and rayn 

J^n tokenynge / fat thurgli thee j my wyf is slayn 
And to the Crowe / he stirte / and that anon 
And puUed / hise white fetheres euerychon 
And made hym blal* and refte hyin al his song* 
And eek his speche / and out at dore hym slonj* 
Vn-to the deuel j which I hym bitake 
Aind for this caas / been alie Crowes bla^e 
LO’dynges / by this ensainple I yow preye 

Beth war / and taketh kepe what I seye 
Ne telleth niuere / no man in youre lyf 
How fat another man / hath dight his wy:f / 
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324
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586 SIX-TEXT
GROUP H, § . 2. - ma?»ciple’s ta]^;r EUeis^^ire MS.

He wol yow haten / morfc^ll;y ce:rteyn 313
Daun Salomon / as wise clerkes seyn
T(^cli(^t^B a man / to kepen his tonge weel [leaf 209, back]
But as I seyde / I am nogBt textueel 316
But nathelees / tlius taughte me my dame 
My sone / thenk^/ on tlie Groove on goddes name 
My sone / keepe wel thy tonge / and keepe thy freend 
A tvikked tonge / is worse tlian a feend! 
My sone / from a feend / men may hem hlesse 
My sone / god of his endelees goodnesse 
Wall^ed a tonge / with teeth ared Ji^ppes eke 
ifor man sholde hym auyse / what he speeke 
My sone / fui oftc / for to muche speche 
Hath many a man been spilt' as clerkes teche 
But fer litet speche / auysely 
Is no men she^^t'. to speke gein^ir^l^^ly 
My sone / thy tonge sholdestow restreyue 
At aile tymes / hut whan thou doost thy peyne 
To speke god / in hoirour and preyere 
The firste vertu sone / if thou w^^t leere 
Is to restreyne / and kepe wel thy tonge 
Thus lerne childi^t^n / whan feet they heen yonge 
My sone / muchel spekyng/ yuele auysed 
Ther lasse spekyn^j^/ hadde ynough suffis'ed 
Comlih muchel harm / thus was me toold and taugliC 
In muchel - speche , / synne wanteth naught^' 
Wostow / wher-o^ a rakel tonge seruetll 
Right as a swerd / forkuttcth and forkerueth 
An Arm atwo / my deere sone right so 
A tonge / kutteth freendshipe al atwo 
A l^i^r^f'ler’ / is to god ahhomynalde 
Reed Salomon / so wys and honurahle 
Reed Dauid in hise psalmcs / roed Senekke 
My sone spek nat' hut -with thyn heed thou hekke 
Dissimule as thou were dee^ / if that thou heere 
A langle? /. speke o^ perilous mateere 
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687 SIX-TEXT
GROUP H. § 2. manciiple’s tale. Ellesmere MS.

The flem3^ji>:* seith / and lerne it if thee leste 
That litei causetli muchel rest
Sly sOne / if thou no -viicked word hast seycf 
Thee thar nat drede / for to he hiwreyiJ 
But he pat hath mysseyd / I dar wel sajai 
He niay by no wey / clepe his word agayn 
Thyng that is seyd is seyd / and forth it.gooth 
Thougfi hym repente / or he hym leef / or looth 
He is his thral / to whor^i J)«t he hath sayd 
A tale / of which he is now yuele apayd! 
My B)ne be war / and be noon Auctour newe 
Of tidynges / wheither they been false or trewe 

so thou come / ainonges hye or lowe
Kepe wel thy longe / and thenk vp-on the Crowe
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Heere is ended / the Manciples tale of the Crowe
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GEOUP I. FRAGMENT X.
§ 1. THE BLANK-PAESON LIEK. .

\This u reaU^y a link be^we^^ some unw^'it-ten Tale and th^ It bee^
made into the Ma^ncip^^Parson Li'^nk {oir Yeoman*J^<^^8^'n b^ the Chri^^^'Church MS) 
by Chaucer's co^^s, tho^h n^^ for it^]

ELLESMEEE MS.

•f Heere folweth the Prologe / of the Persons tale 
*

Y that the Manciple / hadde his tale al ended! 
The sonne / fro the south lyne was descended! 
So lowe / that he ne nas nat to my sighte

Degrees / nyne and twenty / as in highte 
Ten of the Clokke / it was tho / as I gesse 
ffor elleuer^e- foo* or litei moore / or lesse 
My shadwe was / at thilke tyme as there 
Of swiche feek as my lengthe parted were 
In sixe feel? -t^equil / of proporcion 
Ther with / the Moones exaltacion 
I meene Libra / alwey gan ascende 
As we / were entrynig* at a Thropes ende -
IT ffor which our hooi^t? as he was wont to gye 
As in this caas / oure l^oly compaignye 
Seyde in this wise / lordynges euerichoon 
ifow lakketh vs no tales / mo than oon . 
ffulfilled is my sentence / and my decree 
I trowe / that we han herd of ech degree 
Almoosj* fidfild is al myn ordinaunce 
I pray to god / so' yeue hym right good chaunce 
That telU^t,h this tale / to vs lustily

Sire preest quod he / artow a vioary 
Or arte a person / sey soolt-h by thy fey o 
le what thou he / ne breke thou nat oure pley 
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t)90 SIX-TEXT

GROUP I. § 1. BLANK-PABsoN LINK. Ellesmcre MS.

ffor euery man sane thou / hath toold lils tale 
Vnbokele / and sOewe vs -vliat is in tliy Malo 
ffor trewely / me thynketh Oy tOy cOeere 
TOou slioldesO knytte vp wel a greet mateero 
Telle vs a faOle anon / for Cokkes Oones 
H This Person answerde / al atones 
Thou getest faOle noon / yi^ool^d! for me 
ffor Paul / that writetli vn-to Thymotliee 
EepreuetO heni / that weyueth soothfastnesse 
And tellen faOles / and swich wrecchednesse 
Why sholde I sowen / draff out my festf
"Villen I may sowen tvheto / if pat me lesff 
ffor which I B^;ye / if that yow list to heere 
Moralitee / a?id vertuous mateere 
And thaune / fat ye wol yeue me Audience 
I wol fayn / at Cristes reuerence 
Do yow-pl^esaunce / leefful as I kan
But trust^e'th wel /1 am a Southren man 
I kan nat gee^e / Rum / Ram / R^^ / Oy lettre 
Ne god woo* rym holde I Out litel Oettro 
And therfore / if yow hs* I wol nat glose 
I -^^(^1 yow telle / a myrie tale in prose 
To knytte vp at this feeste / and make an ende 
And Ihesu for his grace / wit me sendo 
To shewe yow ihe wey / in this viage

' Of thUke parfit/ glorious pUgrymage 
That highte / l^ei^usalem celestial 
And if ye vouche sau^ / anon I shal 
Bigynne vp-on my tale / for which I preye 
Telle youre auys / I kan no Oettre seye 
IT But nathelees / this meditacion 
I putte it ay / vnder correccion 
Of Clerkes / for I am nat textueel 
I take Out sentence / trusteth weel 
Therfore / I make a protestacion 
That I wol stonde to correccion
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591 srX^-TES^T
GBOUP I. § 1. BLANK-PARISON LINK. Ellesmere MS.

HVp on this word / we han assented soone 
ffor as vs semed / it was for to doone 
To enden / in som vertuous sentence
And for to yeue hym space and audience
And bede oure hoostr he sholde to liym seye
That alle we / to telle liis tale hym preye
IT Oure hoo^tt hadde the wordes for vs alle
Sire preest quod he / now faire yow bifalle
Sey what yow li^tf and we wol gladly heere
And with that word / he seyde in this manere
Telleth quod he / youre meditaciouw
But hasteth yow / the sonne wole ador^n
Beth fructuous / and that in litei space
And to do wel / god sende yow his grace
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592
contents op parson’s tale. part I.

THE PARSON’S TALE.
OR PENITENCE, IN 3 PARTS :A TREATISE

Par^ I. On Penitence, and its 1st requisite Coi^ttrition (A) (p. 
593—612).

Part II. On its 2ud requisite, Co]^;fession (B) (p. 612—679).
Part III. Ou its 3rd requisite. Satisfaction (C) (p. 679—684), W;th 

the Writer’s l^ia^r^e^-ia^king and Retractat^i^ous (p. 6>8^■85'),

PART I. (p. 593—612).
on PENI^T^ENCE, and its 1st requisite, COOT^j^itTl^ON.

Pi^oem on Jisi^emiah vi. 16. Tlie Tale is to be on Pe^iitence as a full 
noble way to lead folk to Christ, and is to treat of

i. ‘whiat is Penitencie’ (p. 594).
ii. ‘whennes it is cleped Penitencie’. [not in the Tade.]

iii. ‘ in how manye maneres been the accioans or werkynges of
Penitence ’ (p. 594-5).

iv. ‘ how many speces thcr been of Penitence ’ (p. .5^.5).
V. ‘ whiche thynges apertenen and bihouen to Penitence’ (p. 595— 

682: nearly all Parts I and III, and all Part II).
vi. ‘whiche thynges de.st^i^rben Penitence’ (at end of Part Ill, 

p. 682) (p. .593).
1. Penitence denned, bj; a. St Ambrose!; b. ‘som docitoi^i-’; c. the

writer. Its requis^i^ites: 1. bewailing of sin^; 2. purpose to 
have shrift, to do satisfaction, never to sin again, to continue 
in good woi^'ks (p. 594).

[ii. not given^.]
iii. 'The 3 actions of Penitencie: 1. Baptism after sin; 2. not to do
• deadly sin after baptii^m; 3. not thus to do venial sin (p. 594-9.5).
iv. The 3 speces or kinds of Penitenos: 1. Solemn (to be put out of

church, or do open peu:a^l^<^); 2. Common (to go naked on pil- 
grimaj^f^); 3. Private (p. 595).

V. The 3 necessities or requisites for Penitence (p. 596—682):
A. Coi^t^ixition of heart (p. 596—612).
B. Coi^fession of mouth (Part II, p. 612—679).
C. Satisfaction (Par^ Ill, p. 679—682).
Penitence avails against 3 things, by which we wrath Christ (p.5,95).

A. C^j^ltrition is the root of Penitence, whose stem bears branches 
and leaves of Confession, and fniit of Satisfaction.

Coirtrition also bears a seed of grace,, whose he^t draws men to 
God. (Simile of the child and his miuse's milk.)

Penance is the tree of life (p. 596).
Four Points to be known about Coi^i^iil^i^i^n:

1. Whati it is; 2. the caus(Ml thht; mm^e a mma toit; 3. ho^ to 
be cont^iiit;; 4. what it avails the soul (p. 597).

2. The 6 Causes that should move a man to Coi^l^iii^^i^n;
a.
b.
c.

Remeinbrance of Sins (p. 597-8).
Whoso does sin is the Thrall of Sin (p. 598-99).
Dread of the Day of Doom and the Pains of Hell (p. .599—604).
These dei^i^i^^b^id: the Doom (p. 599-600); Job’s ‘I'ond of 

mytete and of derknei^i^e' (p. 600-1); thj 3 thamet in hell 
against (1) ‘ Honours, (2) delices, and (3) nchesse^’ (p. 611); 
povex-ty in 4 thingii: no trea-sure, food, clothing, or friends 
(p. 602); and no delights of the 5 senset. The pain shall be 
eternal (p. 603). Hell is orderlett (p. 603-4). The 7 causes 
why t^he damnd have lost all hope (p. 604).

Remembrance of the good works we’ve left undone, and the 
loss of the {[ood woj^'ks done while we were in sin (p. 604-6).

Deadly sin wipes out all good works formerly done (p. 605); 
and no good works can be done in deadly sin (p. 605-6). 
The new Piench song, J’ai to^t pei-iiu men te^^ips (also 
quoted in Chaucer’s late poem of For-tune).

43 (fou ELLESMERE 587)
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e. R(3iMi^lM-ancc of CCffist’is si^ffering' iE^r oou sir^s (ji. 6(^6). In
man’s tic, rvriy ridScaccr Ss tuicd up-sr-drwc (p. 607). 
Ffi this dSsfidri Chiiis^ suefr:id (p. 608).

f. Thr hopr of 3 thSci^^: 1. Frrgivrnrss rf SSns, 2. thr Gift rf
Gracr tr do wrll, 3. thr Glory of Heaveg (p. 609).

3. How to br coi^tritr. Cn^ltrStSon must br ucivrisal and :
for sScs of thought, for detires againsi; God’s law, for wSckrd 
words as wrll as wSckrd drrds (p. 610). Co^1tiStion muft br 
angwishout and coctScual (p. 609-11).

4. How CoI^^trstion helps thr soul. H srmrtimes drlSvrrs a mac
from ; destroys thr priton of hell; cleanses thr f^f^l;
changes thr soc of Wrath to thr soc of Grace (p. 611-12).

PA^ET II (mo. V. continued).
B. COl^i^lESSION (THE 2nd REQUISITE FOR PENITENCE) 

(p. 612—679).
B. C^i^lfession. § 1. (1. 317) ‘what is confesi^ic^ii’ (p. 612).

§ 2. ‘ wheither it oghte nedes be doon or noMi’ (p. 672-9).
§ 3. ‘whiche thynges been couenable to vcrray Confession’ (p. 

674-79).
COj^l^^ESSl^ON, ) 1.

1. ‘Confession is verray shewynge of synnes to the pre^^^’
(1. 318) (p. 612). We mus't understand too

a. (1. 321) that synnes spryngi^n’ (p. 612—15).
b. ‘how they encree^si^n’ (p. 615-16; 672-74). '
c. ‘whiche they been’ (p. 616—672).

1.«. Sin sprang from the fall of Adam (p. 612). The legend of ■ 
Adam and Eve told (p. 613). Fi^om Adam we took Original 
Sin, and were born sons eternal damr^ai^j^t^n; but Baptism 
rescues us; though we keep liability to temptation, or Con
cupiscence (p. 613-14).

Concuxdscenee, or the nourishing and occasion of sin. St Paul 
and St J^i^iome’s temptations (p. 614-15).

1.5. How Sin grows in a man. 1. by 2. Subjec
tion to the Devil; 3. Hesitation; 4. Doing, the Sin be
coming Actual (p. 615-16).

l.c. Sin is a. venial, /3. deadly (or mortal).
a. 1. Venial Sin defined. It skips into Deadly Sin. (Simile 

of the drops of ^^Iter into a vessel’s hold drowning 
, the ship;) (p. 616).

)3. 1. Deadly Sm defined (p. 617).
«. 2. Of divers small venial sins, hardly thought sins (p. 617

18); eating, drinking, talking, top mucli; using your 
wi^e too muclr; not visiting the sick (p. 617); talking 
vanities at church, &c. (p. 618). Cure of venial sins 
by love to Christ, prayer, confession, good works, re
ceiving the Sacrament, holy-water, &c. (p. 618).

l.c. fi. 2. The Seven Detaily Sins. The Chieftains, head and 
spring, of all other Sins (p. 619).

i. Pride (p. 619-26), and its Remedy (p. 626-8).
ii. Envy fi. 628-30), and its Remedy (p. 630-1).
iii. Ire or Anger (p. 631-42), and its Remedy (p. 642-5).
iv. Accidie or Sloth (Discontent, Ennui) (p. 645-49), and

its Remedy (p. 650-1).
V. Avarice or Covietousness (p. 651-7), and its ^^medy 

(p. 657-8). -
vi. Gluttony (p. 658-9), and its Remedy (p. 660).
vii. Lechery (p. 660-8), and its Remedy (p. 668-72).

S, Pi^iDi^ (p. 6)99^622). Its 16 (an^d- more) Tt^jjs. 1. Diic^^et^eece,
2. Brnstidg, 3. Hyprceisy, 4. Despite, 5. Aeergnnce (p. 619), 
6. Impudence, 7. Swelling of Heart (rejricidg in harm dme), 
8. Insrledce, 9. Elntirn, 10. l^mpatience, 11. Cmtumacy, 12.

(fob rllrsmrrr 587
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/3.

y- 

£.

Pi-«sumption, 13. Ii^ieverence, 14. Pertinacity, 15. Vain-glory, 
16. Jiuigling (cliat^<^ring).

A private kind of pride (the Host's Wife's and Wife of Bath's'), 
wanting to go to ofi'ering first, &c. (p. 620).

Two ki^ids of 'Pride, n. ‘witliiu man's hcj^i^t;', b. wiithi^iU; i. heiiig 
tlie sign of a., ‘ as the gave leefsel atte Taverno is sign of tlie 
wyu that is in the Celt^i-' “ (p. 620-21), b. outside Ilrido.

«. in dear clotlii^ig, 1. superfluity of it: its cost, furring, chi.sel- 
holes, dragging in ^he dmig, waste of material (p. 021), im- 
JitilS)^^for giving to tlie por^i'; 2. scniitn(!.ss of it; showing 
men's privy uieinbers, and buttocks (like a she-ape's rump), 
and the former as half-fiayd, in parti-colourd hose'. The 
'^ut^tt^^eous array oi Women' (p. 623). .

in homes (p. 023), a^id vicious grooms to tend 'em; platc- 
harn<M!.s. &c.

in houseni^ld; keeping too many retainers or servants, who 
oppress the poor (p. 624).

in tablls; not asking the poor to feai^tti; having burning and 
ornamented dii^lhe'; too costly cup.s, &c., and too choice 
min^itrslsy (p. 62^).

IVhat Pride sins are deadly, and what, venial (p. 024).
The Sourccii of Pl■ide (p. 624); goods of Nature, Fort^une, Grace 

(p. 624). The Folly of Pride m any of the.se goo^ls of Nature; 
‘ ben alle of o fader and of o luoodor, and . . of o nature ' ’.

' The genelal sig^is of Get^leness. (The flies calld ‘betej', and 
.t^heir stingless king) (p. 625); 3 gifts of Gri^i^e; 3 of Ifort^une. 
The brittleness of popular praise'' (p. 626).

2’lie Remedy ay^iinst Rride.
Humility or ileekness, and its 3 kin^; in 1. hearl:, 2. mouth, 

.I. wo^'ks. 4 kinds of each of these (p. 626-27).

ii. Envy (p 627-30): defined by the Pliilosopher and St Augustine.
It spnugs from Malice (p. 627).

Mali(cs,• 2 kind.s M ; 1. hardness of heart, or rsckle5^n(^si^; 2. op
posing truth (p. 627).

The 2 kinds of Envy (p. 62^): I. sorrow at other men's pro.sper- 
ity: 2. ,^oy at other men's narm; whence come.s

Backbitinjg: 5 kinds (p. 62^); 1. praise with a but at the end; 2. 
turning well-meant things upside down to ill oiues; 3. le-ssening 

*a neighbour's gooi^iness; 4. putting one man above anothei-; 5. 
glad U.sitsning to scandal (p. 628).

Grudging or murmuring 628); 1. against God (p. 629); 2.
Murmuring from avarice, 3. from pride, 4. from enr;y; 5. among 
Servants, who say ‘the Devil'.s Paternoster’; 6. i^Iimnuring 
from ire or hatte; thence, a. Bitter^ie.ss of Heart, b. Discord, 
c. Scorning; d,. Accusing ^i. 629); e. Malig^nity (p. 630).

The Remedy ayainst Envy (p. 630-31).
Love of God and one's neighbour. How a man shall love his 

neighbour. How an enemy is included in the name ‘neigh
bour' (p. 630). 3 ^e^medies of Love, agaiiust; 3 deeds of Hate 
Q). 6.31). Love tin? medicine that casts out the venom of 
Envy from man's heart (p. 631).

iii. Ike or Axobb (p. 631-42), and its 2 kind^; a. g«od Ire or Wrath
(p. 632); b. wicked Ire, and its 2 kind^; sudden ire, and ire 
of mlllics aforethought (p. 632-.33).

Thrss Shr^ews that forge in the Devil's ftu^t^i^e: Piide, Envy, 
, and Contumely (p. 633).

1 Mclibc-Monk Link, B. § 11; mid Gsnslal ^i^oIopuc, A.
2 Chapter’s inchbl nog^t^ibt bad n sign ouUidc his winc*sliop or :arsrn in Th^roes 

S^^^, l.ondon.
* The oiitapokon and somewhat coarse abuse of the new fashions in dress Is a

-^l^^nge from Chauc^^’s adinimblo Th^l^^^Vslio:l chaff of the moral slmrt-comings of 
the monks and ilials, in the Prologne and middle T^les. if this i»not cliange of
man, it’s changie of moini.

♦ Oiaucer must have seen plenty of these prhen he was page, raist. and sf^^nl•s.
5 ^^npare Cliaucer's Ac. ® Compare Clerk’s T.alo, Part VI, st. 1S5.

(voK ELLESMERE 587 V)
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Wrath takes away a man’s wk and spii'it;ual life (p. 6.34).
Fruits of Wrath : 1. Hate. 2. War and wrong. 3. Manslaughter,

а, spiritual ; 6. hodily (p. 634).
a^. The 3 kinds of spiritual Manslaughter (3, calld 6 in MSS. 

p. 634) ; 1. by Hate. 2. by Backbiting. 3. Giving wicked 
Counsel, by Fj^aud (p. 634). _

h. bodily Manslaugl^t^i^r: slaying w^th your tongue, giving 
orders or counsel to slay a man (p. 634).

Manslaughter in deed : its 4 (that is, 7) kinds (p. 635) : 1. by law : 
a Justice condemning a man to death ; 2. justifiable homicide, 
in defence of one's own life ; 3. by misadventure : shooting an 
arrow, &c. ; 4. a woman overlying her child ; 5. a man making 

. a woman barren by drinks, &c., killing the fosf:.us within her, 
shedding his seed in the wrong place ; a woman killing the child 
in her womb; 6. a woman killing her cliild (after birth) for 
shame ; 7. a man by lechery or blows killing a foetus.

(Sixl^een) other sins coming from Ire or Anger. '
' blaming or despising God, as hazarders do (Cp. Pardoner’s 

Tale) (p. 635) ; and those who treat of the Sacrament of 
the altar irreverently (p. 636).

Attry anger : making angry false excuses for sin.
Swearing, which dismembers Christ (p. 636).

a^. Of lawful Swearing, before a Ji^dge : its 3 conditions, and 
its motives ; b. God's name and Christ's, not to be taken 
in vain (p. 637) ; c. swearing for gentility or manliness 
(p. 638) ; d. swearing suddt^r^llf; e. of Adjuration and 
Conjuration by enchanters and necromancers ; of 
Divination by Dreams, &c. ; g. of Charms for Wounds ’ 
and Maladies (p. 638).

4. Lying (p. 638), and its 6 kinds.
5. Flatt^ering. How Flatterers are the Devil's Nm'ses, his

Enchanters and Chaplains (p. 639).
б. Cursing that comes of irous heart : Malison.
7. Clhr^ir^l,' ami (j^. 640)) (sj^eeialljr a clnth^n; wke’)

(p. 640-41).
Scorning (p. 641).
Giving wicked Counsel

(p. 641).
Sowing and making Dis

cord (p. 642).
Double tongue (p. 642).

1.

2.
3.

8.
9.

10.

11.

12. Betraying of Counsel (p.
642).

13. Menace.
14. Idle words. •
15. Jiuigling (chattering) (p. 642).
16. Japping (joking) (p. 642-43).

The Remedy against Anger (p. 643-5). Debonairtee and Patience 
(p. 643). Four kinds of grievances, and their remedies.: 1. 
wicked words, 2. loss of goods, 3. harm of body, 4. outrageous 
labour (p. 64-D.

Incentives to Patience. Story of the Philosopher and Child
(p. 644-45). Obedience comes from Pat^ience (p. 645).

iv. Aco;iwe, or Sloth (Disco:nt;ent, Ennui) (p. 645-49), is an enemy 
to the 3 states of man,—1. innocence (p. 645), 2. prayer (p. 646), 
3. gnrcee-^—ad to one’e livv^^ood. Its 12 bad consequenceje (p. 
646) : 1. Sloth (ded its remedy) ; 2. Dread to begin good works 
(p. 646) ; 3oWdnhope, or Despair (and ISs Remedy) (p. 647) 4. 
Someolence (p. 648), and 5. Negligeecn, or 6. RecklIe^sseess, and 
she Remedy for each ; 7. Idleness ; 8. Tardi^tas, or Sarrying 
before ^memg So God (p. 649) ; 9. Lache.s,se, or giving up a 
good woi?k begee ; 10. Coldness ; 11. UedevnSine ; 12. Worldly 
sorrow (p. 649).

The Remedy against Accidie (p. 650-51) ; Fofcitude or StreegSh, 
and its 5 kinds. 1. Magedeimity’ or great Courage ; 2. Faith 
or Hopi^; 3. Assurr^i^ce; 4. Magnifi^i^i^i^icri; 5. CnesSdncy (p. 
651).

1 Does Chaucer here refer to his foi*mer wife ? 
3!4MwWtt€n in E a nd d wisdow^^^ AIMS.

(tor ELLESMEKE 588)
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v. Avarice (p. 651-57). The difTerence between Avarice and Co-^i^t-
ousne.ss fp- 651); and between an Idolater and an avari^cioue 
man (p. 652). Of Covetousness, and lords' extortion from the^ 
bondi^^n; “humble folk been Oristes frnnudes'’ (p. 652-5.3). The 
Duty of lords to their thralls or churls. Of those that pillage 
Holy Church (p. (>53--^4^); lords who idundmr the poor are like 
wolves (p. 65)). Of Dncnit between AInrchant and Mercha^^^ 
(p. 654). Of honest; boldly Mmchandise (the sui^ilus of one 
coi^intry may be to help another) (p. (i..)-)). Of qui-itual 
l^Inrchaudisn, ot Simonv, aiu^ its 2 kinds (p. 6.5.5),—thi^eves th^^ 
.sti^jil Chirisi's souls gel; livings (p. 6.5;^-i^(6 ;—Has^rdry Gamns 
of Chance (p. 656). Other outcomes o^ Avarice (p. 656): 1. Lying,
2. TlmnT (Ibiddy and spuitiu^ll (ji. <)65--i0}) 3. i'a^i^ Witness,
4. J’nlte Oaths (p. 657)^

Thn Temedi/ against Avarice (p. 657): Mnrcy and Pity, and rensod- 
able Liberality (p. 658). (>f foolish largnss (p. 65^).

vi. Gluttony (p. 6.58-59|, and its 5 kinds (p. 65!^): 1. Dr^un^t^nnnss,
or the burial of man’s rnnsl^tl; 2. a troubled .sipiri; 3. bad way 
of «ltidg; 4. distnmpnrd biodly hum(t^^il; 5. Tdrgetfulunpt. Or, 
as Gregory siys, 1. eating too .sood; 2^ eatidg t^io delicate
food; 3. taking too mui^li; 4. troublidg too much aboidt c(td^idg 
food; 5. ^^^ing grn^ihi^y: thnsn are the 6 Tidgers of the devi^t 
hand (p. 659).

The Remedy against Gluttony (p. 66(^); Abstinedce, and its Tellow.t. 
Temperance, Shame, Ciu^tni^^ rnth pla^n fooil, Moderatidd, So- 
berdnst, S^^l^g (p. 660).

^^i. Leguery (p. 660|- I^s pudithmnI^t in thn Old Tnstrnnen^ (p. 
660). Adultery, and thn dnsire of it (p. 661-62|.

Thn 5 fidgers o^ thn Dnvil’s othnr hand (p. 662); 1. fooli.sh look
ing; 2. villaidout tducln^d'; .3. foul words; 4. kissing (old do- 
tardsi, and dry dogs at a rosn-^rne (p. 66;^); and how a man sn^iud 
lovn his mfi^I: 5. thn ^^inking dnnd of lnchciiy (p. 663). it^s 
kinds: 1. Fordicatitn. Takidg a maid’s maidniihead, ot KlOth 
fruit (p. 663). 2. Adultery, dnTlnnd. 3. Hal■mt foUdwidg from it: 
a^. brnnkidg of faith ; b. theft (of the wife’s body from hnr hus- 
bndd (Joseph and Pd,;jniar’s wife), and of her sohI from Chlii^tt; 
e. breaking God’s cdlnu^^ndnlnut, and dnfouliug Cl^ii.t^ (p. 664|- 
Of Harlots and Bawds (p. 6();5). Adultery is snl bntwneii Th^^^ 
and Manslaughter. More kinds of A^^^ll^^i^: 1. by Men bound 
by RnUgiout Vows, &c.; 2. thosn in Holy Ordnrt (p. 665). 
Lecherous Pii^nstt arn like a free BMl in a town, and they eaa; 
raw flesh of folk’s wives and daughtert (p. 66(^); 3. by man and 
wife o^t^’^ll^l'idg for pleasure rnrly (p. 6()7); 4. c^t^'U'l^^idn wth 
kinsf^k, s^iiriitual (or godclhldinn) or flntllly (blood rnlationt).
5. the ahomidable udmndtitdnble Pil; 6. Pollutiod, of 3 kind-s;
I. too rank humo^uit; 2. wnakness (p. 66^); 3. evid thoughts 
(p. 668).

The Remedy for I^echery (p. 668); I. Cln^ssity and Cd)^l;idndce.
1. in Marriage. (The true nffnc^t of Marriage. One hutbadd io 

. have dde wife (p. 668). How a man shuud behave io his wife
(p. 669). How the wife should be s^l^ed; t^ her husbadd (^. 
669), and be modei^r^t^ in bnhavidu:i, discreel; in words, &c. (p. 
669-70). The 3 causes for which man and wife may copiuate 
(p. 67(^): a. begi^tting dnild^i^n; b. to pay thn mutual ael^f; of 
thnir bodies; c. to avoid lechniy (p. 670). The 4th cause, 
plea.t^lre, is deadly (p. 67^^71).)

2. In Widd^^cell; 3. Vii’gi^^ty (p. 671). .
II^. Spncial avoidadce causns of lnc^^irr: a. e^'ting and drink

ing ; long rf^l^Iuns;; b. thn person who’d temp^ you (p. 671^72). 
(I wish I coi^ld tnll you thn Ten CoIu^^^l^llI^l^ndi^: but it’s 
too high do<^tiiine (p. 67’2).) [End of Crnmession, § 1, c.]

Sin is in hei^i't, moiOih, deed, by the 5 Wits (p. 672).
(fob Ellesmere 588 «)
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f 16. (see p. 615-16.) The 1 ^rcumstances tha^ encrca^sc m- aggi-avate 
sins {p. 61‘2'). 1. the person who sins (male or. female, &c.) ;
2. the kind an (fornication ot ho^ui^ii^^); 3. the place it 
was cor^^ittni;ted in (as in a church, by a pried;) (p. 67.'3); 4. for 
wh^l; m^ti^^e; 5. the number of times it was o^i^imiiited ; 6. 
by whai; temj^tt^i^iion; 7. how it was «^t^^^ntt;ed; and all t;her 
cLrcumstances (p. 6'^‘l').

^^l^l^ESS^ON, § 2, §3 (p. 6’74-79'}.
Profitable Cemfeesioti, and its 4 (^ 3) Ce^nd^itions (p. 67^):

1. w^l'l^(^^Wul bittejn^^ss hei^irt (p. 67^^); its 5 : a. sl^i^me-
fastness (like the Publican's) (p. 6'^1^}; 6. huimil^;y; c. fulness

tears (p. 6’^!^}; d. no hesit;atitn (like the Magdalen) for 
; e. obedience to receive penance laid on you (p. 67-5).

2. speedy Confesf^ion (p. &^(^}; it^s 4 Coinntiior^^: fi. that it be
well thought; ; g. the great^ness and number f sins mu^^
be unde^t;o^d; h. tiie dnner mu^^ be cttn;.t\^te, and i, avoid 
occasions sns.

3. Shi^ii^^ muss; he made to one man, nol; more (p. 676). '
True Shift, and its 10 G<mfitien^ (p. 67^): 1. tha^ it be ir•ee

wil; 2. tha^ it be lawful (both dnne^ and piie^^, P^^^ss^h; 3. 
tha^ it be no^ des^i^iiiing Qn-is^’s mei'c;y; 4. tha^ a man 
accuse hims^llf m^ly, and no^ anl^t^i^^e; 5. thai it be no!; lying 
(accusing oues^ll’ of dns neve^' ctI^I^ii;ted) (p. 67i8); that it be 
by one’s own mo^t;!, and noo; by le^itei-; 7. that the sn be not 
painted ^th fair wtl^ibt; 8. tn^^ the d^ril^^ be to a ditcI■eet 

; 9. that the be noo; made f^^ vain-glOTy, but; ioi 
fear d; C^Iit^t; 10. tha^ the be noo; made srddi^idy, for a 
joke (p. 678). You may be d^iriven more than oucs fw the ume 

; and shoidd be house^d once a year (p. 679).

PART III (wo. V. continued, and no, vi^.).
SATISFACTION (THE 3ed'REQ^:[SITE FOR PENIO^E^N^CE) 

(p. 679—684).
In a. Alms. S- bod^y punishmeI^1i.

a. Alms and its three kinds (p. 679) :*1. Cot^t;i■it^tu of h^^^’t. 2.
Pity for one’s ueighbour’.s faults. 3. Giving good coimsel to 
tthe.r’.t siuls and bodies' (food, visits in piisou, bu^al). Thsss 
Alms sioo^ld be dous ^^vily, if posi^s^Is (p. 6^^).

/. Brnliiy Punishment f[^e'lflfce'}, 4 kimd^: 1. Prayers
(ch^e^y o:; the PatsmoS:■er, whose sxpouudiug I leave to Mas
ters of Theology) '(p. 680). 2. Wat^ching, and i^s 3 kinds: 
iti'beariug, a. me^t; and di'ink, 6. woiddly jollity, and c. 
deathly sin (p. 681). 3. Fasting, and it^s 4 kinds; libeiralty to 
pool- folk; s^ii^il;u^l gladuess of he^rt; nol; grudging at iast^tt^{'; 
reasonable eat;iug. 4. V^ittr^c^us tsachiugs, or DisciJ^li^e: a. 
by woird, ^^ting, o' ^^ai^j^le; 6. by wearing hairS^irts., &c , 
nei^it youi: S^in, s^(^t^lr-gug yotrsel:f, taking evils and tujuries 
palsien'tly (p. 682). [End of no. v. in Pa^'t i; p. 59;i.]

vi. The 4 Things that disturb Penance [no. vi, ot last oi p. 593
at foot;] (p. 682). 1. Dread, and its remed^y. 2. Shame, and 
it^s remedy. 3. Hop^: a. of long life, and o. cons^ip^iji^it ovei'- 
coi^f^dence in Christ’s mei-cy (p. 683). 4. Wanhope, m- Desj^^ir 
of Merc;r; i^s 3 kinds; x. from gre^t; and long coidinued sin ; 
y. from falls-back into sii; 2. from not; being able to persevere 
m goodness (p. 683).

The f-^^^t oE Penance (p. 68:3-4),
EPl^I^OGUE.

The Aut^hoPs leave-taking, and lamei^t; ^^ei', and Wi^t^h^di^awal 
his Sinful Books, &c. (p. 684-8.5).
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\_Ellesmere MS, leaf 210, baelk

are »e in the lilS, iut Tyrtvhitt's are
in the print ffor convenience sahe.'}

T Heere bigynneth / tbe Persouws tale /jJJ)

f lei*. 6°. State supe?’ vias & videte & interrogate de 
viis antiquis / que sit via bona / & ambulate in ea & in- 
uenietis refrigerium animabws vestris &c (S) &

[7S]
uro sweete lord god o:f heuene / tbat no man wole 

I perisse / but wole that we comen aUe to the 
knoweleche of hym / and the blissful lif / 
that is perdurable /. [76] amoneistt^th vs by the 
prophete J^er^emie / and seith in this wyse / 

[77] IT Stondeth vpon the weyes / and seeith / and axeth 
of olde pathes / that is to se;yn / of olde sentences / 
which is the goode we;y / [78] and walketh in that wey / 
and ye shal fynde reflesshynge for youre soules &c
[79] IT Manye been the weyes eiS'pii'ituels tha(* leden folk / 
to oure Lord Iheeu Crisk. and to the regne of glorie /
[80] Of whiche weyes / ther is a ful noble wey / and a 
couenable / which ma;y nat fayle Ito no man / ne to 
womman / that thulgh synne hath mysgoon fro the righte 
wey of l^erusalem celesl;ial / [81] and this wey / is cleped 
Penitence / of which man sholde gladly herknen and Noto ao 
enquere with al his herte / [82] to wyten what is Peni
tence / and whennes it is cleped Penitence / and in how 
manye maneres been the accions or werkynges o:f Penitence /
[83] ann 110w manne speece s th^ee been of I’enhencc I ann 
whiche thecge?npereenen and bihouen to Pecitenoe / and 
whiche thynges / destourben Pecitecoe /
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[84] IT SeiTt eLntbwjaB s^ith e tha/ Penitence / ie ttie 
pleynynge of man / for gilt pit he hath doon / and na- 
moore to do any thy^n< for which hym oghte to pleyne /
[85] IT And som docT^un seiSh / Pct^itence is cit^e^Iiene
ynge o' man / that sorweth for his eycne / and pyneth 
hym for he hath mysdoon [86] IT Penitence / with 
ct?•t•eyce ciriumstaccei / is veerey repentance of a man tha* 
halt hym self in sorwe / and ooiher peyne for hiee giltes / 
[87] And for he shal he verray peniter^f^'. he ehal fiei" 
biwaylen the synnes that he PatP doon and etidefe^tly 
pM:epoien in his Peete / to haue iPrif" of mouth't / and to 
doon satiifaccioC [88] and neutee to doon thyng'. for 'which 
hym oghte mooee bi'^vayle / or to compleyne / and con
tinue in goode werkes / or elles his eepentecce ma^ nat 
auaille /. [89] ffoir as seith seint Ysidre IT he is a lapefi and 
a gabber^ / and no vter&y eep)tct<an". that eftsppne doptP 
thynj". for which hym oghte repente /. [90] Wepynge / 
and nat for to stynt to synne / may nat auajflle [91] d But 
cathtlees / men shal hope /. that eue-y tyme pit man 
falleth / be it ceutr so ofte / Jut he may arise tPurgP Peni
tence / if he haue grace /. bu" ie^teicly it is greet doute || 

5 Ntaecundrna [92] ffor as ieitP Seint GrtgPrie / vncetPe ariietP he out 
eacci^Mllt 
Getgprium

I NoOa

of synne / that is charged with the charge of yuel vsage / 
[93] And therfore / repentant folk / pit stynte for to 
synne / and forlete synne / er pit synne forlete hem / hooly 
chirche / holdeth hem siker of hire sauacion /. [94] And 
he tha" synneth / and ve?T!^ily repenteth hym in his laste /. ' 
hooly chirche yet hopetJh his sauacion / by the grete 
me?-(^;y / of oure lord Ihesu Cris" for his repentance but 
tene ccrtum *

taak the siker wey /
[95] d And now / sith I haue declared yow / what 

thyng is penitence / now shul ye vnderstondo / that ther 
been .iij. aoscions of Penitence / [96] H Ttie firste accion d: 
Penitence is / that a man be baptized after tha" he hath

If The firste 
acciottii of 
ptcittcct
5 Noin MciijidHm iyuccd 11- [c^7] Sei^nt Augustyn ieitP H but he be pec^ttcn" 
AugSiui* f^or P^s ol^de synful lyf*. li^e may nat bigynne / i^he newe
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dene lif /. [98] for ce-tes / if he be baptized / withouten 
penitence of his olde gilb he receyueth the marl* of 
baptesme / but nat the grace / ne the remission of his 
synnes / til he haue repentance' verray / [99] T Another it The .ya.

.. . actjiotiu oftlefaute is this that men doon deedly synne / after fat penitence 
they han reoeyued baptesme [100] I The thridde defaute f The.iiji* 
is / that men fallen in venial synnes after hir baptesme / penitence 
fro day to day [loi] I Ther oo. seith Seint Angustyn lAugustinna 
I’ That penitence / of goode and Tiimble folk /. is the 
penitence of euei-y day / 

apeeies
[102] ^he speces of Penitence / been .iij. f That oon noc.Hj. speccs 

of hem / is solempne I' Anol^h^* is coireimie I' and the 
thridde is priuee [103] I' Thicke penance that is so- if ofpenamce 
1 • • t A Oil solempnelempne is in two inaneres /. As to be put out of hooly 
chirche in lente for slaiightre of children / and swich. 
maner thyngi [104] Another thynj* is / Whan a man ' 
hath synned ope:nly ] of whicci synne / the fame is ope:nly 
spoken in the contree / and thanne hooly chirche by Ingge- 
nienb destreyncth hym / for to do open penaunce / [105] 
IT Commune penaunce is / that preestes enioynen men in T oocommull8 

certeyn caas / as for to goon perauen^ture / naked in 
pilgrimages / or bare foot* [106] IT Pryuee penauwee is pu'uec, pelalncuthilke / that* men doon alday for priuee synnes / of whiclie 
they shryue hem p-iwiely and receyue priuee penance

[107] IToow shaltow vnderstande / what is bihoudy if what is 
and necessarie / to verray pu?•0i.t punituncu /. And this penitence 

stant on .iij. thynges ||. [108] ContricioMn of herte ||. Con
fession of Mouth IT and Satisfaccion / [109] ffor which / 
seeth Seint l^ohn Crisostom IT Punituncu dustruynuth a man loii.MnfT

., 1 I . . -I f Cfsostonwato accepte benygndy euery peyne that hym is enioyned / 
with Contricion of herte and shrbf* of mouth / with satis- 
Oaccion / and in werkynge of alie manere humylitee / [n^o] 
and this is fruytful penitence agta^yn .iij. thynues in wliiche T of iii tilynuc3" ^n windie wewe.Triitthe oure lord Ihesu Crist ||. [im^] This is to seyn /w-atthe olfelor- . Udl crist /by deh^if in tnynkynge H by reccheluesnesse in spekynge 
and by wikked synful werkynge || [112] And agayns thise
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wilikede giltes is Penitence tliat may be likned vn-to a tree / 
[ilj] The roote of this tree /is Contricion /that Mdeth 

hym in the herte / of hym fat is voTTy repentant, riglltf as 
the roote a tree hydeth hym in the erthe [114] H Of the 
roote of Centriciefi spryngeth a .stalke that bereth braunches 
and leues of Confessien / and fruyt of satisfaccion [115] 
iT ffor wlncn Crist seith in his gospel /. dooth digne fruyt of 
Peniteuce /. for by this fr^^tf may men knowe this 
tree ' / and nat by the roote / that is hyd / in the herte 
of many uc by the braunches / ne by the leues o^ CoufessioU 
[i 16] And therfore / oure Lord Ihesu Crist / seith thus /. by 
the fruyt hem / ye shul knowen hem [117] H Of this 
roote eek* spryngeth a seed a grace / the which seed / is 
Mooder d? sikernesse / and this seed / is egre and hoot 
[118] the grace of this seed / spryngeth of god thurgh re
membrance of the da;y of; doome / and on the peynes of 
helle [119] H Of this mafere seith Salomon That* in the 
drede of god / man forleteth his synne [120] H The heete 
o' this seed / is the loue of god / and the desirynge of the 
ioye perdurable [121] This heete / draweth the herte a 
man to god / and dooth hym haten his synne / [122] for 
sootUy / ther is no thyn<< that sauoiaireth so wel to a child! / 
as the Milk of his Norice / ne no thyng moore abhom- 
ynable than thilke Milk* whan it is medled with 
oother mete [123] Eiglh* so the synful man that loueth 
his synne / hym semeth / that it is to bim moost sweete of 
any thyn'*. [124] but fro that tyme / that he loueth sadly 
oure lord Ihesu wisf. and desireth the lif perdurable / ther 
nys to him no thyng moore abhomynable / [125] for 
sootlhy / the lawe of god / is the loue of god / for which / 

dauid proep«t* Dauid the prephelc seith H I. haue loued thy lawe & hated 
- •vikl<cduesse and bate / he that loued god / kepeth his law’e

and his word [126] H This tree saugh the pT•ephelc Daniel / 
in the Auysion of the kyng / Nabugedenosor / whan he oou- 
seiled hym to do pcnileuce [127] H Peuauude / is the tree 
of lyf / to hem that it receyuen / and he fat holdeth hym 

ELLEIMEUE 592 (C-T. 696)

    
 



597 si3^-'^i^:xT
group I. § 2. parson’s tale. Ellesmere Mi. 593

in verray penitence / is blessed / after tlie sentence of 
Salomon '

[128] IT In this penitence or contricion / man shai vn- ifof.Hij. 
derstonde .iiij. thynges / that is to seyn / what is Contricion /. lonS^o o 
and wniche been the causes ^at mocuen a man. to con- 
triciofl /. and how he sholde be contri*. / & whatf con- 
tricion j anailleth to the Sonic [129] I'l^i^r^ne is it thus / TWimt

. > , . 1 , ,1 contriciottn is.Jat contricion / is the Tmoa sorwe / that a man reeeyiieth 
in his herte for his synnes / with sad purpos / to shryne 
hym / and to do penauwce / and neucremoore to do synno / 
[130] and this .sorwe / shal been in this manere as seith 
seint Bernard IT It shal boen • heu^ and greuous / and bful Sancitis

_ liornardussharps and po;y;Qj^i^if in herte [131] IT ifirst I for man hatli 
agilt his lord! / & his Creatour / and moore sharpe and 
poynaii*. for he hath agil* hys fader cele!^i;ial /. [132] and 
yet moore sharpe and poyhau*. for he hath -wr^atied and 
a^^^ilt hym that boghte hym /. -^hich ivith his precious blood 
ha)) deliuorod vs. / fro the bondes of synne / and fro the 
crueltee oi the deuel and fro the peynes of helle

[133] IT The causes that ogJite moeue a man to Cor^-f of •v. causes 
triciofl / been .vj. / IT ffirsi? a man shal remembre hym, of mMlIfa*ttn to 
lii.se synnes / [134] but looke he / that thilke remem-ni. iirsicciuo 
brance. ne be to hym no delit by no wey / but greet shame 
and sorwe for his gil* f ifor lob seith / synful men / doon f lob 
wei?kes / worthy of Confession [135] And therfore seith 
Ezechie / I. wol remembre me / alle the yeres of ly)* 5 EMcWaa
in bitternesse of myn herte [136] And god seith in the i aoimniisin 
Apocalipse f Eemembretih yow / fro whennos fat ye been 
falle /. for bifom that tyme pat ye synned / ye were the 
cciildren o^ god /. and lymes of the regne di god /[137] but 
for youre synne / ye been woxen thral and font / and 
membres the feend! / hate oi Aungels / sclaundre of hoooy
chirche / andfoode of the false serpen*, perpet^ieel matere 
o' the fir of helle ! [138] And yet moore foul and abhom- 
ynable / for ye irespassen so ofte tyme / as dooth the hound! / 
pat retoumeth to eton his spewyng /. [139] and yet

ELLESMERE 693 (6-T. o9’l') Clcn^ai^I]

    
 



dom/ntts per 
I^^^ohielew p^o- 
pheiiaiu

H The .ii'® cause 
of c'^o^l^i^'iciotitn

V sancdis Petrus

If Ezechiel 
propheia

If' Seneca

Idem Seneca

H Saticfns 
Augustinus

598 s:^:^-Ti^3^T
594 GROUP I. § 2. ■ parson’s taub. Ellesmere MS. -

be ye fouler / for youre longe continujmg* in synne & 
youre synful vsage / for which / ye he roten in youre 
synne / as a beest in his dong^ [140] Swiche manere of 
thoghtes / maken a man / to haue shame of his synne / 
and no -^ellif. as god seith / by the p?--^]pl^ete Ezechiel ||. 
[141] ye shal remembre yow of youre weyes / and they 
shuln displese yow /. sootbly synnes been the weyes / that 
leden folk to helle

T [i.!^:]] Tl^e (^^use tlajit lojfhee m^lee a mj^n !
to haue desdiee^n d: synne is this /. That as seith seint 
Peter /. who so that dooth synne / is thral o’ synne /. And 
synne / put a man in greet thraldom ||. [143] And ther
fore seith the prophete Ezediiel /. I. wente soi-weful / in 
desda;yn of my self/. And certes / wel oghte a man / 
haue desda^’n of synne / and witbdra we ■ hym / from that 
thraldom and vileynye /. [144] and lo / what seith Seneca 
in this matere H He seith thus /. though I wiste / that god / 
neither god ne man / ne sholde neuere knowe it/, yet 
wolde I haue desda;yn / for to do synne [145] IT And the 
same Seneca also seith / .1. am born to gretter thynges / 
than to be thral tp my body / or than for to maken / of my 
body a thral / [146] ne a fouler thral / may no man ne 
womman maken of his body / than for to yeuen his body 
to synne /. [147] al were it the fouleste cherl / or the 
fouleste womman . that lyueth / and leest of value / yet is he 
thanne moore foule / & moore in seruitute /. [148] euere / 
fro the hyer degree that man falleth /. the moore is he 
thral / and moore / to god and to the world abhomyn- 
able / [149] IT 0 goode god / wel oghte man haue desdayn 
of synne / sith that thurgh synnp / ther he was free / 
now is he maked bonde [150] IT And therfore / seyth Seint 
Augustyn /. If ■ thou hast desda;yn of thy seruant'. if he 
agilte / or synne /. haue thou thanne desdayyi / that thou 
thy seljf / sholdest do synne /. [151] take rewai'd of thy 
value / that thou ne be / to foul to ,_fcliy self [152] 
IT Allas wel oglrten they thanne haue desdayn to been 
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seruauntz & tliralles to synne / and soore been ashamed 
of hem sell*. [153] that god / of his endelees goodnesse / 
liatli set hem in heigh estaat /. or j^^nen hem wit / strengthe

body / heele / beautee / prospe/’itee / [154] and 
hoghte hem fro M;he deeth / with his herte blood / that 
they so vnkyndely / agayns his gentUesse / quiten hym so 
vileynsly / to slaughtre of hir owene soules / [155] IT 0 
goode god I ye wommen / that been of so greet beautee / t Nojate vo

-Il , AfNT -rn •»- I nuHeres & caueteremembreth yow / oi tiie prouerbe of oalomon iie seitfi / saiomon
[156] likneth a fair womman / that is a fool of hire body / 
lyk to a rynj;< of gold? / that were in the groyn of a soughe
[157] ffor righ* as a soughe / wroteth in euerich ordure / so 
wroteth hire beautee in the stynkynge ordure of synne

[158] IT ThT Tirlddis dduse I tlia/ ojalito nioeue a man mahofijT* 
to Contricion / is drede o^ the day of doome / and of the 
horrible peynes of helle [159] 11 ffor as seint lerome seith 1|. 
At euer^ tyme / Jat me remembreth o:f the day olf doome .1. 
'qualve /. [160] for T^lian I ete or drynke / or wliat so that I 
do / euere lemetb me / Jaa the trompe sowneth in myn ere 
[161] Rileth vp ye that been dede / and eo:meUb to the 
l^unnemen* [162] H O goode god / muchel oghte i man / to 
drede swich a Iunnement|. ther is we slmllen been alle / 
is leinh Foul seith / bifom the seete of oure lord Ihesu if Sahe^ul Pauius 
Crilt/. [163] wher’ as be*lehn. make / a genu•ll con- 
gren|cion / whei* as no man may been ablent/. [164] for 
ce;rtel / there Iuli!leth noon Essoyne / ne excuslcion 
[165] And nat oonllf / that oure defautel shu^en be 
Iugned /. but eel* thal* alle oure 'veekes / shullen opei^l;y 
be knowe [166] H Apd as seith Seinl* BernarA ther ne Sinciia 
shal / no pledynge auaille ne sleighte /. we shullen yeuen 
rekenynge oi euerich ydel word? / [167] ther shnl we han 
i l^tne / that may nat been deceyued ne corrupt*. And whjrf 
for eertel alle oure thoghtes / been diseouered as to hym /. 
ne for preyere / ne for meede / he shal nat been coorupt 
[168] H And^herfore seith Salomon H The wratthe of god / i Salomon 

[ , . . ..................................no gap in the df/S.]
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lob ad deam

. ne ivol nat spare no wigKt /. for preyere ne for yifto /. and 
therfore at tlie day of doom / ther nys noon hope to escape 
[169] IT Wherfore as seith Scin* Anselm. / fful greet" 
.rnggvjysJl'/.shul the synfUl fo^ haue at thatf tyme /. 

. [170] ther shal / the stierne and wrothe l^uge sitte ahoue /.
• and vnder hym / the horrible put of helle open to de- 

stroyen hym that noo.t biknowen hise synnes / whiche 
synnes / ope:nl^y been shewed biforn god and biforn 
euery creature [171] 11 And in thedeft syde / mo deueles / 
than hfte may bithynke /. for to harye and drawe / 
the synful soules to the peyne of helle [172] H And with 
Inne the hertes of folk* shal be the bitynge Conscience / 
and with onte forth / shal be the world al brennynge /. 

,[173] Whider shal thanne the wrecehed synful man flee / 
to hiden hym KT co’tes he may nat hyden hym j he moste 
come forth and shewen hym [174} H flor certes / as^eitli 
seint l^erome /, the Erthe shal casten hym / out of hym / 
and the See also / and the Eyr also / that shal be ful / of 
thonder clappes and ligfitnynges /[i7S] H Now sootthy / 
who so wel remembreth hym of thise thynges / I gesse / 
jjat bis synne / shal naif turne hym in deli* but to greet 
sorwe / for drede of the peyne of heUe /. [176] And ther- 

» fore seith I^ob to god H suffre lord / that^ .1. may a while 
'biwaille / and wepe / er I gooisvith oute returnyng*. to the 
derke lond! / couced with the derknesse of deeth / [177] 
to the lond of mysese and of derknesse / where as is the 
shadwe of deeth /. where as ther is / noon ordre / or 
ordinance / but grisly drede that euere shal laste [178] 
*11 Loo / heere may ye seen / pat lob preyde respi* a while / 
to biwepe and waille his trespas j for sooildly / a day f 
respi*. is bettre than al the tresor of the world [179] H And 
for as mucbe as a ' man / ma^ acquiten hym set:f / biforn god 
by Ptnittnee in M.his woi-ld / and nat by tresor / therfore 
sholde he prcye to god / to yeue hym respi* a while / to 
biwepe / and biwaUen his trespas /. [i8o] for certes / al 
the sorwe / that a man myghte makc / fro the bigynny^nj* 
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of tile wf^rld / nys but a litel thyng* at leg]l•a of tbe sorwe 
of helle / [iSi] H The cause / why that l^ob clepeth belle / t wiiy id 
tile lmd of derknesse /. [182] Vhael-stohdeth / that he Iouarfl:le■.hll<.ssc 
clepeth it londe o' Erthe / for it is stable / and heuele sbal 
faille dirl*. for he that is in helle / hath defante of . ,
light material [183] for ceirtes / the derke lighk that shai • ' 
come out the fyr/ that eue?’e shal brenne / shai turne 
hyin al to peyne fat is in heUe / for it sheweth him to the ’ 
honible det^l^s/that hyjn tormenten / [184] cnie’-d.wilth -
the aelkhesse of deeth /. that is to sel^h / that he fat is in 
hlUr / shai haue defaute • of the sighte m god /. for cutes / 
the sighte of god / is the lyf plrdul]ble [185] H The aelk- nofthe derk
nesse rf aeelh / been the synnes / that the wrecched man 
hathi / dooh / wlleclle that aestourbeh hym / to see the face 
of god / right as doof a derk* clewae / hitivixe vs and the 
sonne [186] H Lond of Misese / by cause that ther beeh l^oftellon]rf 
.iij. mahlres of defautes / aga;yh .iij. thynges / that folk / 
of this wmld / han in this prlseht lyf ||. that is to seyn 
honours / aelices / and richesses [187] H Agayns honour / tI■OfhoroHls/ 
liahe they in helle / shame and cowfusion [188] ffor wel ye liceesses. 
wook that men clepeh hohoul / the reuli•lhce / that man 
doj) to man /. but in eeUe / is h'oen honour ne leudrehce /. 
for certes / hamoore reuerence shai he aoon there to a 
kyngi than to a knaue [189] JT ffor whiich god seith / by 
the prophete l^eremye || Thilke folk / fat me despisen / shul f omimm po- 
hleh in ae^]^iif / [190] H Honour/ is eek cleped greek lord- pl^)pei]ra 
shipe / [...................................................................
...............................................no gajn in tim Jf/i] and ^heigli- 
nesse / but in helle / shul they been al fortroden of deueles /.
[191] And god seith /. the horrible deueles shuUe goon and « aommua aicit / 
comen / vp on the heuedes of thie dampned folk* /. And this 
is for as muche / as the hyer that they wei'e»in this presen* 
lyf /. the moore shuUe they been abated and defouled in 
helle / riQal H Agayns the richesses of this wdrld! / slml t Aga]nstel>

• ‘ -J . , , , , richesses of this
they han mysese of ponerte / and this pouerre j shai been worllt 
in foure thynges /. [193] In defaute of tresor / of which that
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Dauid seith IT The riche fMk I that emhraceden and oneden 
al hire herte to tresor of this world | shul siepe | in the 
slepynge of deeth /. and no thyn< ne shal they fynden in 
hir handes / of al hir tresor [194] IT And moore ouer / the 
myseyse o: helle / shal been / in defaute of mete and 
drinke /. [195] for god seith thus by Moyses /. They shul 
heen wasted with hunger and the briddes of helle / Shul 
deuouren hem with the bitter deeth / and the galle of the 
dragon / shal heen hire drynke / and the venym of the 
dragon) / hire morsels [196] H And forther ouer / hire 
myseyse / shal heen in defaute of olothyngi. for they shuUe 
he naked in body / as of clothyng*. saue the fyr / in which 
they brenne /'and othere filthes / [197] and naked shul 
they heen of soule / as of aile manere vertues / which }at 
is the clothyng of the soule /. Where heen thanne the gaye 
Eohes / and the smale shetes / and the softe shertes [198] 
H Loo / what seith god of* hem by the prophete ysaye. 
That vnder hem / shul heen strawed! Motthes / and hire 
coue?*tures / shulle heen of wormes of helle [199] And 
forther ouer / hir myseyse shal heen / in defaute of 
freendes / for he nys nat poure that hath goode freendes / 
but there is no frend [200] for neither god ne no 
crdtture / shal heen freend to hem / and euerich of hem / 
shal haten oother with deeidl^y hate / [201] The sones and 
^the doghtren / shuUen rebellen / agayns fader and mooder / 
and kynrede agayns kynrede / and chiden and despisen / 
euei'ich o' hem oother bothe day and. nygl^tt. as god seith / 
by the prophete Michias [202] IT And the Iquynge children / 

that whilom loueden so fles^l^ly euerich oother / wolden 
euerich of hem / eten oother / if they myghte /. [203] for how 
sholden they loue togidre in the peyne of helle / whan 
they hated ech pf hem oother in the prosperitee of this lyf 
[204] H ffor truste wel / hir fldssl^ly loue / was deedly hate / 

dii'kI prnpiT as scith tlie prophete Dauid' H who so that loueth wikked- 
nesse / lie hateth. his soule /. [205] and who so hateth 
liis owene soule / certes / ne may loue noon oother ivigii.* 
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iu no maiioro / [206] and therfore / [in helle] is no solas / 
ne no freoudshipe / butf enero / tho moore iless^llly kynredes / 
tliat hoon in hollo /. tho mooro eursynges / tho more ehid- 
yngos / and tho mooro deodly hato / ther is among hom 
[207] ir And ferther ouer / they shul haue defaute of allo i^Howiie 
manero delieos / for eertes deliees / heon after tlie appetites imue U'-ui^to of 
of tho .V. Wttes /. as sighte /. herynge. smellynge /. sauor- dcUeu 
yngo./and teuehyngo /. [208] hut in hello /hir sighte shal ho 
fui of derknesso and of smoke, and therfoio / fui of 
teeres /. and liir heryng'o / fui of waymentyngo / and of 
glyntynge teeth / as soith Ihesu erisU [209] hir noso-
thirlos shullon ho fui of stynkynge stynk/.- And as soith 
Ysayo tho i»v]phete /. hir savorynr* shal ho fui of hitter 1 Ysnyna

_ propbetugallo / [210] and toueliynge of al hir hody / yeouered 
with fir that neuere shal queneho / and with wormes ' 
thap neuere shul dyen / as god seith / hy the Mouth of 1 aomiimi ict 

Ysaye /. [211] And for as mueho as they shul nat wone / 
that they may dyon for . peyne / and hy hir deej) ileo fro 
peyne / that may they vnder&tonden hy the word loh /. > loh
that seith / ther as is the shadwe of deeth [212] H Certes 
a shadwe / hath tho liknosso of the tliynj*. of whieh it is 
shadwe /. hut^’ shadwe is nat the same thyng* of wliieh it is 
shadwe [213] 1T Eight so fareth the peyne of hollo / it is HExcuipiun 
lyk deeth for the horrihle angwissh /. and for it
peyneoih hem eueiu / as though they sholde dye anon / hut 
eertes / they shal nat dye [214] IT ffor / as seith Sei^it K Bnc<iu 
Gregorie H To wreeehe eaytyues / shal he deeth -wih-oute 
deeth / and ende with-outen ende / and defaute with-oute 
failyngo / [215] for hir deeth / shal alwey lyuen / and hir 
onde / shal eueremo higynne / and hir defaute shal nat 
faiUo [216] 1f And therfore / seith Sei^it l^ohn the t Saniut 
Euawngeeiist /. They shnllen folwe deet,h / and they shul Euouugoiiju 
nat fynde hym /. and they shul desiren to dye /and deeth 
shal. flee fro hew [217] H And eek l^oh seith / that in helle t los 
is noon ordre of»rule /. [218] and al he it so that god hath 
erci^a* alle thyngos in right ordre / and no thyng/ with-
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outen ordie / but* alle thynges / been ordeyned and nom- 
bred /. yet nathelees / they that been dampned / been no 
thyng* in the ordre / ne holden noon ordre /. [?j^g] for the 

H Dauid pDphti erthe ne shal here hem no fruyt [22p] If ifor as the prophete
Dauid seith ST god shal destroie the fruyt the erthe / as 
fro hem / ne water / ne shal yeve hem no moisture /. ne 
the Eyr no refrcsslijng*. ne fyr no light [221] IT Ifo:r as 
seith seint Easilie Ii The brennynge of the fyr of this 
world / shal god yeuen in helle / to hem ^at been dampned /. 
[222] but the light; / and the cleernesse / shal be yeuen in 
heuene to hise children /. right a^ the goode man / yeueth 
jlessK to hise children and bones to his houndes /. [223] 
And for they shitilen haue noon hope to escape seith seint 
l^ob atte laste If that ther shal horrour / and grisly drcde / 
dwellen with-outen ende /. [224] Horrour / is alwey drcde / 
of harm that is to come / and this drede shal euere dwelle 
in the hortcs / o' hem that been dampned / And therfore / 
han they lorn al hire hope / for .vij. causes [225] IT ffirst'. 
for god Hhat is hir luge / shal be / with-outen me?’ey to 
hem /. and they may nat* plese hym / ne noon of hise 
halwes /. ne they / ue may yene no thyng* for hir raunson /.
[226] no they haue no voys / to speke to hym /. ne they 
may nat flo fro peyne /. ne they haue no goodnesse in 
hem / that they mowe shewe to deliuere hem fro peyne
[227] II And therfore seith Salomon The wikked man 
dyeth / and whan ho is deed, he shal haue noon hope / to 
escape fro peyne [228] IT Who so thanne / wolde wol vn
derstande the peynes / and bithynke hj'm weel / that he 
hath deserued thilke peynes for his synnes / certes / he 
sholde haue mooro talent* to siken and to wepe /. than for 
to syngen and to pleye / [229] ifor as that seith Salomon /. 
Who so that hadde the science to knowe the peynes that 
been estajlissod and ordeyned for synne / he wolde make 
sorwe / [230] Thilke science / as seith seint Augustyn / 
maketh a man / to waymenten in his hort^O'

[231] If The feurthe point* that oghte maken a man 
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to haue contricion / is the sorwe:ful remembrance of the point pat ogi^t« 
good / that he hath lO^if te doon / heere in erthe /. And te iwue* ' 
eek the good that he hath lorn [232] If soi^^hly / the goode 
•seelies he hath left /. ou'the^ they haen / the goode
w^:rkes that he hath wr^oghi*. er he fel / in to deed^.y synne /. 
or elles / the goode w^i-kes that he \w^i^j^lhte / while he lay 
in synne [233] If soot^t^ily / the goode w^^kes that he dide / 
hiforn that he fil in synne / heen al mortefied and astoncd 
and dulled / hy the ofte synnyng H [234] The othcre 
goode w^^kes that he wroghte / whil he lay in dccidly 
synne / ^ei been ou^r^^y dode / as to the lyf pel-durable in 
heuene [235] IT Thanne thilke goode we^kes / that been 
mortefied by ofte syn^n^yn^'*. whichc goode w^i?kes he dide / 
whil he was in charitee /. ne mowe neuere quyken a^^;yn / 
with-outen v^eiTa;y ponitence /. [236] and ther-of s^^th god / 
by the mouth of Ezedriel 5T That* if the rightful man / re- T ^,e«itmap<nl 
turne agayn fr-om his right^^i^s^nesse / and werke wikk^ed- 
nesse / shal he lyuc ■ [237] nay /. for alie the goode w^^kes 
that he hath wr^^llif ne shul neuere been in remembrance / 
for he shal dyen in his synne [238] H And vp-on thilke
Chapitre / .se^th se^nt Gregorio thus (. That we shulle vnder- 5 s.-^mtns 

stonde this pn'ni^^j^i^l^^ly /. [239] that whan we doon deedly eg ” us 

synne / it is for noghi* thanne to lehercen / or drawon in-to 
memorie the goode w^i^-kes / that we han wToghf bifern 
[240] 11 ffor cej-tes / in the werkyngc the d^^i^^^y synne /
thor is no truest' to no good werk* that wo han doon biforn /. 
that is for to soyn /. as for to haue therby the lyf per
durable / in heuene /. [241] but nathelees /. the goode 
we^kes quyken a^i^;yn and comen agayn / and helpen and 
auaillen / to haue the lyf pe?alu:^"able in heuene / whan we 
han contricion /. [242] but so^^hly / the goode w^irkes that 
men doon / whil they been in deedly synne / for as muche / 
as they were doon in deedly synne. they may neqere quyke . 
aga;yn / [243] ffor certes f thyng fat neuere hadde lyf. may 
neuei-e quyken# / and nathelees /. al be it* that they ne 
auaille noght /. to han the lyf pei-diurable. / yet auaillen
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' they / to abregge of the peyne of helle /. or elles / to geten 
temporal richesse. / [244] or elles / thaif god wole / the 
rather' enlumyne / and lightne the herte of the synful 
man / to haue^^e^^enlance /. [245] and e^^ they auaillen / 
for to vseii a man to doon goode we:rkes / that the feend / 
haue the lasse power his soule / [246] And thus the 
cuiteis lord Ihesu crista/. wole that no good werk? 
he losk. for in somwh^Et* it shal aua.ille /. [247] but for as 
muche / as the goode w^:rkes that men doon / whil they 
been in good lyf /. been al mortefied / by synne folwyng^e. 
and eek / sith that aile the goode ^:rkes / that men doon '/ 
whil they been in deeid:ly synne / been ou^rel^ dedo / 
for to haue the lyf p^durable /. [248] wel that man
that no good werk? ne dooth / synge thilke newe frenshe song 
l^ay tout perdu mon temps et mon labour [249] 11 ff^^' 
certes / synne bireneth a inan / bothe goodnesse of nature / 
and eeki the goodnesse grace / [250] H ffor sootilily / 
the grace of the ho^^y goosk fareth lyk fy^r^/ that ma;y nat 
been ydel / for fyi^/ fayloth / anoon as it forleteth his wirk- 
ynge / and right so. grace fayleth anoon as it forleteth his 
werkynge / [251] the» lescth the synful man the goodnesse • 
of glorie / that oo:n^y is bihigl^lf to goode men that labouren ■ 
and werken ||. [252] wel may he be s^^y thanne / that 
ow^^h al lus lif to god / as longe as' he hath ly^ued / and 
eek? as longe as lie shal lyuo / that no goodnesse ne hath j 
to paye with his dette / to god / to whom he oweth al his 
lyf il- [253] ffor trust wel / he shal yeuen aeountes / as seith 
sei^-t Bernai^d! of alle the goodes / that han be yeuen hyrtt 
in this present lyf^. and how / he hath hem despended / 
[254] nog^ht so muche /. that tirer shal nat perisse an hoer 
of his heed /. ne a mo^t^nlf an houre / ne shal nat pei-isse
of his tyme / that he ne shal yeue of it a rekony^l^f;/ ' •

[255]'The fifthe thyng that oghto moeue a man t'o 
c^^tricion / is rememhrance the passion / that ouro lord
Ihie-su ^^^mt suffred for eure synnes / [256] for as se^'th 
seint Bernard H whil that .1. lyue / I shal haue lemem- 
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branco of tbe tmuailles / that ouro lord! crist suffred in 
p/ecliyng/. [257] bis werynesse in trauaillnii<. bise tempt- 
acioiis wban be fasted /. bise longe wakynges / wban be 
preydo /. bise dcores / whan tbat be weepe / for pitee, of 
good peple /. [258] tbe wo / and tbe shame / and tbe 
bltbe / tbat mon seydcn to hym /. d the foule spittyng/ 
tbat men spitto in bis face /. of. tbe buffettes / tbat men 
yauon byin /. tbe foule mowes / and of / tbe re- 
preucs / tbat men to hym seyden /. [259] of tbe nayles / 
vih wbicbe bo was nayled to tbe croys /. and of al tbe 
rcmonanf of bis passion that be suffred for my sjTincs / 
and no thyn;* for bis gilf [260] IT And ye sbul vndor-T how inmannes 
stondi^v/ that m manues synnQ / is quei*! mai^ero of ordro manere of ona-e/

T - I 1 1 r T MT- A-«» • X I ordina^uneeor ordmance / turned vp so doun [.2(6 iJ 11 ffor it is sooth / tumeivpso 
that god and reson. and sensualitee / and tbe body of man / 
been ordeyned / tbat euerich / of thise foure tbynges j 
sbolde baue lordshipe / ouer that ootber /. [262] as thus /, 
god sbolde baue lordshipe oucr reson /. and reson ouer 
sensualitee /. and sensualitee ouer tbe body of man /. 
[263] but sooiihly / wban man synneth / al this ordre or 
ordinanee / is tumed vp so doun [264] H And therfore 
thanne / for as mucho as tbe reson of man / ne wol nat be 
subgeef ne obeisant to god that is liis lord by righf. tber- 
fore / leseth . it tbe lordshipe / that it sliolde baue / oucr 
sensualitee / and eek oneir tbe body of man /. [265] And 
why ! ffor sensualitee rehelleth thafine aga;lns resofi /. and 
by that wey / leseth resofi tbe lordshipe onee sensualitee / 
and ouer tbe body /. [266] for rigbt' as resofi is rebel to 
god / right so / is bothe sensnalltee / rebel to resofi / and 
tbe body also [267] U And ceides this disordinafice and 
this reheUion ; / oure lord Ihesu crist, ahoghte vp-on bis 
pjwious body fui deere / and herkneej’in wbich wise /
[268] Il ffor as muche thanne as resofi / is rebel to god ? tber- 
fore / is man worthy to baue sorwe / and to be deed /.
[269] this su^red oure lord Ihesu crist for man / after that' 
lie hadde be hlfraysed of bis disciple / and distroyned and
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bounde / sq that his blood / braistf ouif at euei^f nayl of bise 
handes / as seitb seint Augustyn [270] H And forther ouer / 
for as muebel as reson of man / no wol nat daunte bsensu- 
alitee whan it may / therfore is man wortby to baue sbanno 
and tins suffred oure lord Ibcsu for man / wban tbey
spetten in bis visage [271] IT And fortber ouer/ for as 
mmchel tbanne / as the boi^^ of man / is rebel /
botbe to reson and to sensualitee / therfore is it wortby the 
deetb [272] And this suffred our lord Ihefu crist for man 
vp-on the croys / wbere a^ ther was no pari* of bis body 
free / witli-outen greet peyne and bitter passion [273] 
51 And al this suffred Ibesu cr^istf fat neuej’e forfeted /

...............................................
no gap in the AT/.. to muebel am I peyned for the 
thynges that I neue?’e desej-ued and to muche defouled / 
for sbendshipe that man is wortby to haue [274] And ther
fore / may the synful man wel seye / as seith seint Bernard 
Acursed be the bitternesse of my synne /. for which / ther 
Inoste be suffred so muchel bitternesse /. [275] ffor certes / 
after the diuerse disconcordances of oure wikkednesses / 
was the passion of Ihesu cn’ist'. ordeyned in diuei-se thynges / 
[276] as thus IT Certes / synful maannes soule / is-liil^i^^ysed 
of the deuel / by coueitise oi temporeel prospe’itee / and 
scomed by deceite whan he chese^h flesssily delices / and' 
yet is it tormented by Inpacience of aduersitee and dispeir 
by seruage and suhieccion o’ synne / and atte laste / it is 
slayn fynaBy [277] 11 ffor this disordinaunce synful man 
was Ihesu hitraysed / and after that was he bounde 
tbat cam for to vnhyndcn vs / of synne and peyne / [278] 
thanne was he by-scoi^ned that oo:nly / shol.de han been 
honoured in alle tbynges and o^ a^e thynges [279] 
H Thanne was bis visage / that oghte be desired to be seyn 
of al. man kynde / in ■ Wrich visage Aungels de^sren to 
looke / vileynsly bispet/. [280] thanne was he scourged / 
tbat no thyng hadde agilf And finall.y / thanne was he 
crucified and slayn [281] 11 Thanne was acompliced the 
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word of ysa<b j that !3eet.h / that lie was wounded / for Ysayas 

eure mysdedes / and defouled for eure felonies / [282] 
H Now sith that Ihesu erii^lf took vp-on hym self / tho 
peyno of alle oure wiltlrednesses /. muehel oghte synful 
man wepen and biwayle / that for hiso sjTnes goddes sone

lieuene / sholde a^ this peyne endure [283] H The sixte , of tiio .vj® 

thyng' J)(2t oghte moeue a man to eontrieion / is the hope mocuc n man
A .1 / 1 ♦ /<»•<» K I to con^i*ick^K^n fof .iij. thynges /. that is to seyn / foryifnesse of synne /. tim^^ho hopo of 

and the yifte of graee / wel for to do and the glorie of th''ng’oa'

heuene / with whieh / god shal gerdone a man for hise 
goode dedes / [284] H And for as muehe as Ihesu erist 
yeueth vs thise yiftes of his largesse / and of his soue?--^;yn 
howntee / therfore is he eleped / Ihesns Nazs^i'enus rex 
IndeoMm / [285] Ihesuis / is to seyn saueour/ or sal- 
uaeiofl on whom / men shul hope / to haue foryifnesse of 
synnes / whieh thatf [is] pi-o)r<^ll^' / saluaeiofl of synnes / 
[286] and therfore / seyde the Aungel to loseph Thou shalt now the, ». 11 T-j 1. Aungel siK^ik todopen. his namo Ihesus / that shal sauen his pople of hir ^osephe 

synnes /. [287] And heer-o^ seith seint Peter /. Thor is 5 Sa,c:(us retnis 

noon oother name vnder heuene / that is yeue to any man 
by whieh / a man may be saued but ooidy Ihesus ? /. [288] 
Naa^ronus / is as muehe for to seyo / as florisshyngo / in 
wliieh a man shal hope /. that he fat yeueth hym remissiofl 
of synnes / shal yeue hym eek graee / wel for to do / for 
in the hour is hopo of fruyk in tyme eomynge /. And in 
foryifnesse of synnes hope graee / wel for to do [289] H I 
was atte dore of thyn herte seith Ihesus and eleped for to 
entre /. he that openeth to me / shal haue foryifnesse of 
synne /. [290] .1 wol entre in-to hym by my ' graee / and 
soupe with hym Miy the goode werkes that he shal doon / 
wluehe weekes / been tho foode god / and he shal soupe
with me / by thegrete ioye that I shal ydCten hym [291] 
H Thus shal man hope /. for hise weekes of penaunee / that* 
god shal yeuen hym his regne / as he bihooteeh ^-m in tho 
gospel •

[292] H Now s^al a man vnderstonde / in whieh pCc^ntrit"”" sha' 
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manere / slial been bis contriCiofl /. I seye J that it shal' 
been vniuersal and total // this is to seyn A man slial be 
verray repei^ti^i^h for alie bise synnos that he bath doon in 
delit' of bis tbogl^tf. for ■ delit is ful pccnlous. / [293] ffoi? thor 
been / two manez’e of conseeitynges /. tbat oon of bem / is 
cleped consentynge o’ Alfeccion ' / wb^n a man is moeued ■ 
to do synne / and deliteth bym longe / for to thynke on 
tbat synne /. [294] and bis reson ape^•<^ey^U(^lih it ivel tbat 
it is synne / agayns tbe lawe of god / and yet bis reson / 
refreyneth nat bis foul delih or tal^en*. tbougb be se wel 
apei’tily / that it is / agaa^ns tbe reuei’cnce of god /. al-though 
bis reson ne consente nogb* to doon that synne in dede / 
{[95] yet seyn sozrnne dortours / that swich deli* that 
dweUeth longe / it is ful perilous / al be it neuere so lite / 
[296] IT And also / a man sholde sorwe namisey / for al 
that enere be batb desired aga^yii tbe lawe of god Wi.h 
perfi* consenty'nge of lus reson / for thor-o^ is no doute / 
tbat it is deedl;y synne in consentynge 1|. [297] Ifor cedes / 
tber is no deec^ly synne /tiat it nas first' in mannes 
tbougli*. and after that* in bis deflit /. and so forth / in-to 
cons^^l^t;ynge and in-to dede /. [298] Wherfore I seye / tbat 
many men ne repenten bem neuere swiche thoghtes and
delites / ne neuere shryuen bem of if. but ooi^ly / of tbe 
dede of grete synnes outwaar! /. [299} wherfore I se;ye / 
that swiche wikked delites / and wikked thoghtes / been 
subtile bigileres / of bem that sbiillen be dampned [30o] 
TT Moore oner man ogbte to sorwe / for bise wikkede 
wordes / as wel / as for bise wikkede dedes /. for certes / 
tbe repentance a synguler synne and nat repente of alle 
bise othere synnes /. or elles repenten bym / of alie bise 
otbere synnes / and nat a synguler synne / may nat 
auaille /. [3(3T]’for certes / god almygbty is . al good /and 
ther-fore / he foryeneth al / or eUes right nogb*. [302] 
And heer-io:f seith sein* Augn^t^yn /. [303] tha*
god is enemy to eeerlch synnere /. and how thanne / he 
tbat ohsoir^ettt o synne /. shal he bane foryifoesse tbe
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remenaMf if hise otliere synnes ? nay [304] IT And forther
■ oueir / contricion sholde be wonder sorweful / and ang- f how con- 

wissous /. and therfore / yeueth hym god pleynly his beWZ<ier'°'^° 
mei’cy / and therfore / whan my soide was angwissous 
with Inne me /. I hadde remembrance of god that 
my preyere myghte come to hym [305] IT iforther oner / 
contricion moste be continueoe /. and that man haue stede- tfhowconWcioKn 
fast purpos to shrinen hym / and for to amenden hym of tinueei 

his lyf /. [306] ffor soc^oldy / whil contricion lasteth / man 
may euere haue hope of foryifnesse / and of this / comth 
hate of synne /. that destroyeth synne / hofe in him self/. 
and eeer in oother foll*. at his power 1. [307] ffor which 
seith Dauid ye that louen god / hateth wikkednesse / for t Dauid 
trusteUi wel / to loue god / is for to loue that he loueth / 
and hate that, he hateth /

[308] IT The laste thynj* that man shal vnderstonde in I wbemo
_ _ t> I IT •* T I Contriciouncod^l^ncion / is this / wher-of / aua^leth co31l^icioii I seye / auaiiietb

that som tyme / contricion / deliuereth a man fro synne /. 
[309] of which that Dauid seith / || .1. seye quod Dauid u Dauia 
’that is to se^ IT I pMl>•phseO fermely lo shryue me / and 
thow Lord / relesedesl / my synne [310] IT And right so 
as conlricion) auaiJllelh nogl^h' wilh-outen sad purpos of .
shrifte / if man haue opo:rtun^lee / right so / lilel worth is '
shrifte / or satisfaccion / with-outen contricion [311] IT And 
moore-ouer cowtricion) / destroyeth the prison of helle / IT How con- 

and makt^-rn wayk and fieble ade the strengthes of the ihe prinsun of nelodeucles / and restoreth / the yifles of the nohOy goc^otf and 
of alle goode virt^ues / [312] and it clense'ln the soule of' 
synne . and Oeliuereen the soule / fro the peyne of helle / 
and fro the comjraijgnye of the deuee. / and fro the semage 

synne / and restore'lh if to alle goodes espirituels / and 
to the compaagnye and communyofi of hdooy chircne [313] 
IT And forther ouer /. it maketh hym that wnieom was ,5 howccn- 
sone of Ire / to be sone of grace /. and alle t£ise , thynges hin} that whilom 
been preued hoo^ly wrif^, [314] and therfore / he 'that 'thbe*^hne’<)f™’
wolde sette his entente to thise thynges / ho were ful®”“* 
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ivys /. for sootldy / lie ne sholde nat thanne iii al his ly* 
haue corage to synne / hut yeuen his hody and al his herte 
to the seruice of Iliwu crist /, and ther-of doon hym 
hommage /. [315] for soo]l^y / oure sweete lord Ihesu cris*. 
hath spared vs so deboi^i^ii^^ly in our folies / that if he ne 
hadde pitee of mannes soule a sory. song* we niyghten alle 
synge (5) (2) ii fW fS

Explicit pnma pars penitentie ||. Et sequit^wr 
secti^mda pars eiusdem

[316}
j:[e seconde pa»i;ie of ■ Penitence / is Confession / 
that is signe of contricion / [317] If Now shul ye 
vnderstonde / what is concession /. and wheither 
it oghte nedes / be doon or noon /. and whiche

Wltat con
fession is

of synnw / 
w«?and«ra 
Pauium

J-
thynges been couen^ble to verray Confession

[318] IT ifirst shaltow vnderstonde / that confession / is 
vei-^a;)! shewynge of synnes to the preesst*. [319] this is to 
seyn verray /. for he moste confessen hym / alle the 
condicioans / that bilongen to his synne / as ferforth as he 
kan I [320] al moot be seyd / and no thjn^g* excused ne 
hyd ne forwiapped / and noght auaunte thee of thy goode 
wei^kes [321] If And forther ouer/ it is necessarie to vnder
stonde / whennes that synnes spryngen / and how they 
encreessen and whiche they been

[322] If Of the spryngynge o: synnes seith seinit Paul 
in this wise /. that right as by a man / synne entred firs’* 
in-to this worl<*. and thurgfi that synne deet^h /. Eight so 
thilke de^eh entred in-to alle men that synneden /[323] 
and this man was Adam / by whom / synne entired in-to 
this world / whan he brak the comaundementz god. /
[324] And therfore / he that first was so myg^ty / that he 
sholde nat haue dyed / bicam swich oon that he moste 
nedes dye wheither he wolde or noon / and al his progenye 

orthe tempti- Wirld that in thilke man synneden [3^* 5] If Looke /
thestaat O:‘Innrcence / whan Adam and Eue 
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naked woren<n Paradys / and no thy^i^g* ne hadden sliame 
of liir nakednesse /. [326] how tliat tlie ser^(^l^tf thafr was 
moost wily of aile otliore beestes / tliat god hadd.o makod 
soyde to tlie woiuman /. wby eomafided god to yow / 
ye slioldo naif eteii / of eue^y treo in Para(^;^s? [327] Tlie 
woweman answordo /. Of Jtl:^e fru^tf quod slie / of tlio troes 
in Paradys / we feden vs / but soi^Jily h^:f the fruyt of tho 
troe / tliat is in the myddel of Paradys / god forbad vs 
for to eto / and nat touelien it/. lest per auonture wo sholde 
dyen [328] The serpient soyde to the woiwman /. nay /. 
nay /. ye sliul nat dyen of deotli / for sotlie god ivootf. tliat 
what day / tliat ye eten ther-of /. youre eyon shul opene / 
and [ye] shul been as goddes / knowynge good and harm. 
[329] Il The womman thanne saugR / that the tree was good 
to feedjing*. & fair to the eyen / and delitablo to tlie 
sigl^te / she took of the fruytf of the tree / and eeft it / and 
yaf to liire housbonde / and he eelf and anoon the eyen 
hem botile op^neden /. [330] and whan that they knewe 
tha* they w’l^ere naked / they sowed of fige leues a mane* 
of breehes / to hiden hire membres [331] H There may ye 
soen / that doei^ily synne / hath f^^s^tf suggestiori) of tho 
foend! /. as sheweth heere by the naddre /. And aftel’waI^t^. 
the delit of the flessh. / as sheweth heere by Eue /. And 
after tlia* the eonsentynge o^ reson /. as sheweth heere by 
Adam / [332] ffor trust wel / though so were / that the 
feend tempted Eue / that is to seyn the flessh / and the 
flessh hadde deli* in the beautee of the fruyt* defended /. 
yet eertes / til that reson / that is to seyn Adam / eon- 
sented to the etynge the fiuiyt*. yet stood he in thestaat
o^ Innoeenee [333] Il Of thilke Adam / tooke we thilke 
synne original /. for of hym flesshly desee:nded be we aUe 
and engendred / of vile and eorrupt mateare / [334] and 
whan the soule / is put in onre body, right anon / is eon- 
ti^ac* original synne /. and tha.* pat was ers**^'uli oo^y 
peyne of eonemiiseenee / is afterward / bothe peyne and 
synne /. [335] and therfore / be we alle born / sones of 
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wrattlie and of dampnacion pe^'durable / if it iiere baptesme 
tbat we receyuen / wMcb bynyneth vs the eulpe /, bUf for 
sqtlie / the peyiie dwelleth with vs. as to temptaoion. which 
peyne /]^:t^g6te Concupiscence / [336] whan it is wrongfully 
disposed / or otdeyned in man /. ib maketh hym coueite 
by co^eeitise ila^£ji / flessl^^ly ^^r^ne / by sigRte of hise 
eyen / as to erthely tliynges /. and coueitise of hynesse / 
by pride of berte

[337] as for to speken of the lirste coueitise /
that is Concupiscence after the lawe of oure membres . / 
that weren lawefulliche ymaked and by rigbtful l^u^gge- 
ment' of god [338] f I seye for as muche / as man is nat 
obeisj^iunt to god that is bis lord therfore / is the flessR to 
hym disebe^!^^r^I^rf th^ui^g^R. Concupiscewce which yet is 
doped norrissynge of synne / and occasion of synne /.
[339] therfore / al the whUe that a man hath in hym / the- 
peyne Concupiscence /. it is imposi^iible / but he bo 
tempted somtime and moeued in his flessfi to syifhe ./
[340] and this thj^ng* may nat faille as longe as he lyueth /. . 
it may wel wexe fieble and faille by vertu of baptesme / 
and by the grace o^ god / thurgR penitence / [341] but 
fuUy / ne shal it neuere quenche /. that he ne shal som 
tyme be moeued in hym selJ*. -but if he were al refreyded by 
siknesse / or by malefice of sorcerie / or colde drynkes /.- 
[342] ffor lo / what seith seint Paul IT the flessR couei.teth 
agayn the spirit/ and the sp^if aga^n the flessR /. they- 
been so co:n'trarie and so stryuen /. that a man may nat 
alwey doon as he wolde / [343] 11 The same s^^t Paul 
after his grete penance / in water ^^nd in lond /. in water 
by nyghb / and by day in greet peril / & in greet peyne /. 
In lond / in famyne / in thur^sib in eoold and cloothlees 
and ones stoned ahneost to the deeth // [344] yet seyde he / 
abas I c^ytyb man /. who shal deliuere me fro the prison 
of my ca;y^^^^ body [345] 11 And seint l^er^orue / whan he 
longe tyme hadde woned in de^i^iTf /^Ihere as he hadde nd 
compaiignye / but of wUde beestes / where as ho no hadde
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Q
no mete but herbes / and water to his drynlce / no no bed / 
but the naked erthe / for whioh his flessh was blal* as an 
Ethiopeen for heete / and ny destroyed for coold! /. [346] 

. yot scydo ho / that tho brennynge of lecherie boylod in al 
his body / [347] whorfore / I woot wel sykerly / that they - 
been deceyued / that s^^n / that they ne be nat tempted in 
hir body / [348] witnesse on Seint l^t^me the Apostel /. 1 sracius 
that seith / thaf euoi’y wight* is tempted in his owene con- Aponzoiua 

cupiisoonce / that is to seyn that euerich of vs / hath matero 
and ecda^ieIl to be tempted oi the norissynge synne '/ 
that is in his body /. [349] And therfore seith Soin* l^oh^i 1 soMctua 

the Euawngi^^^st ||. If that we seyn / that we beth with Oite EuaaigeiM«a 
synne /. we deceyue vs selue / and troutho is nat in vs

[350] 11 How shal yo vnderstonde / in what mancre / iIeows3^llo 
that synne wexeth / or encreesse-th in man H The firsto enc^T;saMll^l 
thyng /. is thilke norissynge o^ synne which I spak*”"” 
biforn / thilke fless^y concupiscence /. [351] and after 
that/ comlih the subieccioii of the deuol / this is to seyn /

• -th^o deueles b^^y / with which he bloweth in man / the fir 
of fless^^jly concupiscence /. [352] and after tha* a man bi- 
thynlreth hym / wheithor he wol doon or no thilke tliiig* 
to which he is tempted /. [353] And thanno / if that a 
man withstonde and weyuo the firste entisynge of his 
flessh / and of the feend / thanne is it no synne / and if 
it so be / that he do nat so / thanne feoleth he anoon a flambe 
of delif. [354] and thanne is it good to be war / and kepen 
hym wol or elles / he wol fade anon in to censel^^tyngo of 
synne. / and thanne wol he do i(^. if he may haue tyme 
and place ||. [355] And of this matere seith Moj-ses byMooysesper 
the deuel in this manere H The feend seith / I wole 
chace and pursue the man / by wikked suggestien ./ 
and I wole hente hym by moeuynge / or stirynge 
synne. / I w^^ departe my prise or ' my praye by de- 
liberacion / and my lu^tf shal been accempl^ced in de^lt*.
I wol dra'^i^^y swerd in cense^tyngo /. [356] ffor certes / 
right* as a swerd depa)?teth a thy^n;* in two peces / righ* 
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so consentynge / god fro man /'and thanne
wol I sleen hym / witli myn hand in dede synne / tlius 
seith the feend /. [357] for cortes / thanne is a man al 
deed in soule /. And thus is synne Accompliced hy tempt- 
aoion by deli*, and by cons^i^liynge /. and thanne is the 
synne / cleped Actueol

Of synne in [3S8] IT :0E'or sothe / syMie i^s i^n l^w^o mi^n^ei^es /. out^her /
two manures ... ' '
venial and deeiijr it is venial / or deed^ly synne Soothly / whan man loueth

any creature moore, than Ihcsu cris* oure creatour/ thanne 
is it deed^ly synne |[. And venial synne is H*. if man loue 
Ihesu cri^tf lasse than hym /. [359] if^^ sothe / the 
dede this venial synne / is fui perilous for it amenuseth 
the loue / that' men sholde han to god moore and moO’e 
[360] And therfore / if a man charge hym se^:f with manye 
s wiche venial 'synnes /. cei-tes / but if so be that he som 
tyme descharge hym of hem by shrifte /. they mowe fui 
ligt^tly amenuse in hym al the loue that he hath , to Ihesu 
cris*. [361] and in this wise / skippeth venial in-to deedly 
synne ^ifor certes the moore that a man / chargeth his soule 
with venial synne the moore is he enelyned / to fallen in-to 
deedly synne /. [362] and therfore / laf vs nat he ne^^igo:(^t* to 

H proun-biiiw deschargcu vs venial synnes H tfoir the pl•ouerbe seith 
thalf manye smale / maken a greet [363] f And herkne 

cxempum this ensample |1. A gr^^lf wawe the see comth som tyme 
with so g^e^t* a vi^olence / that it drencheth the sliipe 
11 And the same harm dooth som ty^me / the smale dropes 
of water/ that entren / thurgli a litei ' crouace in to the 
thulTo]*. and in the' botme of the shipe / if men he so 
neclig^l^(* that they / ne descharge hem nat by tyme /. 
[364] And therfore / al though ther he a difference bitwixe

■ thise two_ causes of drenchynge /. algates / the shipe is
dreynf, [365] Ii Eig^tf so fareth it somtyme of dee^i^^ 

, synne / and o^ anoyouse veniale synnes / whan they 
multiphe 'in a man so greef^ly / that thhke worldly thy^nges 
that he Iou^]* thurgli whiche he synneth /. is
as greet in his berte as the loue o^ god / or moore / [366] 
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and tlierfor^the lone of eue:ry tliyr^g*. that is nat bisot in god 
ne doon pn’ncipaUy for goddes sake /. al thougb tliat a man 
Ione it lasse than god / yet is it venial synne /. [367] and 
deedly Synne / whan the lone of any thyng*. wexeth 
in the berte of man / as muchel as the loue of god / or 
moore / [368] IT Deed^ly synne / as seith seint Augus'tyn / f sonc/is 
is. whan a man / turneth his berte fro god / which that is 
verray souel•e;yu houiitee / that may nat chaunge / and 
yeueth his berte / to tliyog* that may chaunge and flitte /. 
[369] And cd-tes / that is eue;ry thy^i^<* sane god of heuene /. 
ffor sooth is / that if a man yeue his loue / the which fiat 
he owe'th al to god with al his berte /. vn-to a creature /. 
cortes / as muche as he yeueth of his loue to thilke 
creature / so muche he bireueth fro god / [370] and ther 
fore dooth he synne /. for he that is dottour to god /. no 
yoldeth nat to god al his dette / that is to seyn al the 
loue o^ his berte

[371] H NOw sith man vndcrstoudcth generally./ whioh 
is V^:uial synne /. thanno is it* couenable / to tellen spec^a^ly 
of synnes / whiche that many a man per auenture / ne 
dometh hem nat synnes / and ne shryueth hem natf of the 
same thynges / and yet nathelees / they been symnos 
[372] IT Sooihly / as thise clerkes writen / this is to seyn /. f or manyn 

diuer^se synnes 
that at eue^y tyme that a man eteth or drynketh / moore than 
suffiseth to the sustenafice of his body / in certcin he dooth 
synne [373] IT And eeCc* whan he spekoth moore tlian 
ncdeth / it is synne IT Eke / whan he herkneth nat be- 
nigne^ly the compl^ei^n* of the poure [374] H Eke / whan 
he is in heele of body and wol nat faste whan hym oghte 
faste / with-outen cause resonahle f Eke whan he slepeth 
moore than nedeth /. or whan he coimth by thilke encheson 
to late to chirche / or to othere werk^i^s* of charite [375] 
IT Eke / whan he vseth his wjff. with-outen soueireyn desh 
of engendrure to the honoM- of god / or for the entente / 
to yelde to Bis wy* the dette of his body [376] 51 Eke /■ 
whan he wol nat* visite the sike and the prisoner if he may
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H Eke / if he loue / wyf or clr^^U /: or oolt^er worldly 
thyfi^j*. moore than reson ' requireth 1f Eke / if he flatere or 

■ hlandise / moore than-hym ogtite / for any necessitee 
[377] ^.Eke / if he amenuse or withdrawe the • Al^messe 
the poure H' Eke / if he , apparaiU^1,h his mete moore 
deliciously / than nede is / or ete to hastUy by likerous- 
nesse [378] f Eke / if he tale vanytees at ehirche ' / or 
at goddes seruice / or' that he he a talkei* of ydel wordes /• 
of folye / or of ydeynye /. for he shai yel^clt^m bicco^ntes 
if at the day doome ' 1|. [379] Eke / whan he hiheteth /■
dr as^^relih to do thynges / that he may nal* ■ pe^ourne 

"H Eke / whan that he /by lighlTiesse or folio j mysseyeth / 
or scoime^h his neighebere [380] IT Eke / whan he hath any 
wikked suspecion of thj^ng* thor he rfe woot of it no sootih- 
fastnesse || [381] Thise thj^n^ges and mo with-outo nombro / 
been synnes / as seith seirff Augustyn. '

[382] 11 NOw shal men vnderstonde / that al be it so / 
that noon erthely man / may eschue alle venial synnes /. yet 
may he restreyne hym / by the brennynge loue /tla^^-lie

*
hath to oure lord Ihesu crisf. and by jireyeres and confession 
and o'tliei-e goode werkes /. so that it shal but litel greue ||. 
[383] for as seith seint Augustyn H If a man loue god 
in swich mauere / that al that euere he doo^h / is in the 
loue of god / and for the loue of go<i verraily / for he 
brenneth in the loue of god J [384] Looke how muche that 
a drope of watei^/ that falleth in a fourneys ful fyr 
anoyeth or greueth / so muche anoyeth a venial 
synne vn-to a man / that is perfif in the loue of Ihesu 
crist / [385] 11 Men may also / refreyne venial synne / 
by receyuynge wor^hiily / of the pr^ecious body of 
Iheeu crist U- [386] by receyuynge eekf hooly waters/, 
by Al^mesdede /. by general confession of Confiteor 
at masse and at Comj^lyn / and by blessynge of 
BissBopes and of preestes and oothere goode weirkes

Explicik secunda pars Penitentie (S)
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Sequftizr de s^e^j^l^em pecciafis mortalibws / ef

eovum dependencijs circumstancija & speciebus

De Superbia rib
[387] , ,
Ow is if bihoue^ly tbyiig’. to teUe j whithe been 
the deei^ly synnes j this is to seyn j Chieftaynes 
of synnes /. alle they renne in 0 lees j buff 'in 

diuerse maneres U Now been they cleped Chieftaynes / 
for as muche as they been chietf. and spryngen alle 
othere synnes / {388] H Of the roote j of thise .vij. synnes / 
thanne is pride the genei-il roote of alle harmes j. ffor of 
this roote j spryngen ce:itein braunches j. As Ire. Enuye. 
Accidie j or Slewthe. Anarice j or Coueitise to commune 
viuierrto^nc^jinge j. Glotonye. and Lecherye. [389] And 
euerich of thise chie:f synnes hath hise braunchrt and hitr 
twigges as shal be drclarrd j in ^iire Chapitres folwynge j

[no in th^

[The T'wigs of Pride]
1^390] And thogh so be that no man kan outrely teUe j 

the nombre of twigges and of the harmes that cometh of 
pride j. yet woi I shewe a partie of hem j as ye shul 
vnderstonde [391] H Ther is j Inobrdirnce. Auauntynge, 
Ypocnsie. Despit. Ai^i^ogance. Inpuerncr. swrIlyngr of 
berte. Insolrncr. Elacion. Inpacimce. strif. Contumacie. 
Eresumpciofi. II^i^eurI^rncr. Pri•tinacie. Veyne glorie j and 
many another twig that I kan nat drclare [392] 1^Ino-1^ofInoei^ielu» 
bedient is he j that ditobe;yrth for ert]^itf to the comande- 
mentz of god j. and to hitr sourrrynt j. And to his goo^s^tly 
fader j [393] V Auauntour is he j that bottrlth of the harm jir or Auaontyngo 
or of the bouwtee j that he hath doon [394] IT Ypocrite is It oi Yp)CIit^o 
he j that hideth to shewe hym swich as he is j. and 
aheweth hym j swich as he nogl^ff is [395] ^11 Drspitout 1 or enpit/ 
is he j that hath eet(ee;yn his nrighebore j^that is to
seyn of euene cnstene j or hath ertpit* to doon that 
hym oghte to do [396] H Ar^rogant is he j that thynketh /1 of Alr•6gancr 
Jiat he hath tldlke bour^ftrrt in hym thaf he hath no^l^tf or
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wenetli tliat he sholde haue hem / by hise ^esertes /. or

Of Inpudcllcs elles / he demeth that he be that he nys nat/ [397] IT In
pudent is he /. that for his pride / hath no shame o^ bise 

UOf sweHyngc of synnes / [398] f Swellynge of herte is /. whan a man 
reioyseth hym / harm that he hath doon / [399] IT Inso
lent is he /. that despiseth in his l^t^ggem<^i^tf alle othero 
folk/ as to regard of his value /. and of his konnyn^gi. and of 
liis sjeeljygg.. s^i^d o^fliis 1 Elkich^n is j w^la.an
he ne may neither suffre to haue maister ne felawe / [401] 
11 Inpacient is he /. that wol nat been ytaught ne Vnder- 
nome o^ his vice / and by strif werreieth trouthe wityngly / 
and deifendeith his folye / [402] H Contumax is he /. that 
thurgh his indignacion is agayns euerich auctoritee or 
power/ of hem that been hise soucireyns [403] 11 Pi^o- 
sumpcien Is / wnan a man vndertaketh an emprise tnat 
hym oghte nat do / or elles thafr he may nat do / and this 
is called surquidie H Irreuerence is / whan men do naif 
honoMi’ / there as hem oghte to doon / and waiten to be 
reuerenced [404] H Pertinacie is. whan man defifendeth 
hise felies. and trusteth to muchel in his oweno wih [405] 

1 Of veyne glorie H Veyneglorie / is for to haue pompe and delitf in his 
temporeel hynesse / and glorifie hym in this wo^^^ldly 
estaaf [406] 11 l^i^n^glynge / is / whan men spekien to 
muche biforn fol^k". and clappen as a MUle / and taken no 
kepe what they seye /

[407] H And yef is ther a pnu^eo spece of pride / that 
waiteth firsti to be salewed er he wole salewe / al be he 
lasse worth / than that oother is pep auenture /. and eek ho 
waiteth or desire'th / to sitte / or elles to goon abone hym in 
the wey / or kisse pax /. or been encensed / or goon to 
oflf'yng biforn his neighebore / [408] and swiche semblable 
thynges / agi^^yns his duetee pep auenture / but that he hath 
his herte and his entente in swich a proud desir to be 
magnified' and honoured biforn the peiile

[409] H Now been ther two maneres rf pnn’de /. that 
oon of hem / is with Inne the herte of man / and that 
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oother is wi6i onto /. [410] of wMche soot^lily thise for- 

seyde thynges / and mo than I haue seyd / ape'tenen to 
pride that is in the herte of man / and that othere specos 

pride / heen with oute /. [411] but natheles that oon 
of thise speces of pride / is signe of that oother. / rightf 
as the gaye leefsel atte Taue^ne / is signe of the wyn 
that is in the Celer /. [412] and this is in manye thynges / 
As in speche and contenafice / and in outrageous array of 
clothj^ng*. [413] for ceirtes / if ther ne hadde he no synno 
in clothyngi Crist wolde natf haue noted and spoken of the 
clothyng* of thilke riche man in the gospel ||. [414] And 
as seith Sei:^tf Gregorie If That precious clothy^i^j^ is cow- Sani/im 
pable / for the derthe ik. and for his softenesse / and
for his straugeuesse and degisynesse / and for the supe)’- 
fluitoe / and for the inordinak scantnesse o^ ik [415] 
IT Alias / may men nat seen as in oure dayes / the synfui 
costlowe array of clothynge /. and uaule^y / in to muche 
sup^^hLuite / or elles / in to desordinak scantnesse

[416} AS to the firste synne / in supei-fl^itee of 1 ofs^pw^luitce 
clothynge / which that maketh it so deere to harm of the array oodioihingo 
peplo /. [417] nat ooiU^;^ / the cosk of elubrowdyuge / 
the dogise / endentynge / barrynge / owndynge / palynge / 
wyndynge / or hendynge / and semblable wask clooth /
in vanitee / [418] but ther is hilso costlewe furrynge in 
hir gownes /. so muche powsonynge chisel to maken
holes /. so muche daggynge of sheres / [419] forth with 
the superfluitee in lengthe of the forseide gownes / trail- 
ynge / in the dong^ and in the Mire on horse and eek* on 
foote / as wel / men as of weTOmeu /. that al thUko 
trahyn^gi is verraily as in effeck wasted / consumed / thred- 
bare / and roten with donge / rather^/ than h is yeuen to 
the poure / to greet damage the forseyde poure folk /. 
[420] and that in sondry wise /. this is to se;yu / 41^ak the 
moore that clooth is wasted / the moore it costeth to 
the peple for thS scantnesse [42i] f And forther eue:r / .
if so he / that they wolde yeuen swich powsoned and
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dagged to the poure folk /. it is nait
to were for hire estaak ne suffisant' to beete hire necessitee / 
to kepe hem / fro the distemperance of the firmamen* 

f w disoidinat/ [422] Up-ooi ^5(t oooiher side / to speken the horrible 
ciotiiyiijio disordinat scantnesse of' clotlijn^j*. as been thise kuttcd

sloppes / or haynselyns / that thurgh hire shortnesse / ne 
coueife nat? the shameful membres of man to o^iidked 
entente [423] IT Allas / somme of hem sheoron the hoce 
hir shape and the horrible swollen m.embres / that someth / 
lik the maladie Hirnia in the wrappynge of hir hoses /
[424] and eek* the buttokes of hem faren / as it iwere 

* the hyndre paj-t? o^ a she Ape in the fulle o^ the Moone
[425] 11 And moore ouer / the i^n^i^i^lied so^ol^en membres 
that they shewe / thurgh the degisynge in departynge o^ 
hire hoses in whit and reed / semclih that half hir shamco 
ful pri^^ee membres iveren flayne [426] 51 And if so be that 
they depa^ten hire hoses in othere colours /. as is whiP 
and blajP. or v^liiP and blew / or blak / and reed and so 
forth /. [427] tiranne semeth iP as by variaflce of colour 
that half the partie of hire pn'uee membres weee corrupP 
by the fir seint Antony / or by Cancre / or by oother 
swich meschaunce [428] H Of the hyndre parP of hir 
buttok^es. it is fui horrible for to see /. ffor certes / in that 
partie of Idr body / ther as they purgen hir stynkJ^ugo 
ordure / [429] that foule partie shewe they to the peplo 
proiwlly in despiP of honestitee / the which honestitee that 
Ihesu crisP and hise freendes obseruede / to shewen in hir

1fffl^MICMos lyue [430] NOw / of the outrageons array of o^(^^umeu / 
arroyof Wommen ^^^ooP th^c^i^g^h Um ■'iisa'^f^s o^f i^c^wmie o^f h^i^m / i^i^me

ful chaasP and debonaire / yet notifie they in hire array of 
Atyr ltkcI^ousuciic and prf'de [431) H I sey naP that 

. houestitce in clothynge man or womman / is vncoueno
able / but ce^’tes the superfluitee / or disordinaP scantitee 
of clothynge / is repreuable [432] Also / the synne of
aomemenP or apparaille / is in thy^n^^bs that aperteucn
to ridynge /. as / in to manyo delicat horses that bcen hooldo 
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en for doll*. tJ'iat boon so faire / fatte and costlowe /. [433] anxtconm 

and also / to many a vicious knaue / tliat is sustened by 
cause of hem / In to curions hameys /. as in sadoles / in 
Crouperes / peytrels and bridles couered with pt^coIous 
clotiliy^i^;* and riche / barres and plates of gold and of 
silner /. [434] for which god seith / by Zakarie the dominua p<

* prophete / I -vo^l confounde the rideres swiche horses propi,c/.in 
[435] 11 This folk* taken litel reward the ridynge of 
goddes sone of heuene / and of his harneys whan he rood 
vp on the Asse / and ne hadde noon oother harnoys / but 
the poure clothes hise disciples / ne / we 'ne rede nat^. 
that euere he rood on oother beest. [436] I spoke this / 
for the synne of supeirfluitee / and nat for resonable. 
honestitee / whan reson iff requireth [437] And forther/
certes pride is greet^^ly notified in holdynge greet meynee / k of pnMe 1 in 

whan thoy be of litel profit or of right no pj'ofi*.
[438] and name^ly / whan that meynee / is felonious and dama- 
g'oous to the peple by hardynesse of heigh lordshipe / or by 
wey of Offices /. [439] ffor certes swiche lordos / sell™ 
tiranne hir lordshipe to the deuel helle / whaiine thoy
sustenen / the wikkeduesse of hir meynee [440] H Or elles / 
whan this folk of lowe degree / as thilke that holden 
hostelries / sustenynge the thefte hire hostilors / 
and that is / in many manere of deceites / 
[441] 11 Thilke manere of folk / been the fl^j^es that folwen 
the hony / or elles / the houndes / that folwen the careyne /. 
Swich forseyde folk stranglen spiiritually hir lordshipes /. ■ 
[44?] for which / thus seiith Dauid the prophete / H W^kk^ed 1 Caua pm- 
deeth moote come vp thilke lordshipes /. and god yeue / that 
they moote desce:uden fu-to helle al doun / al doun /. for in 
hire houses / been iniquitees and shrewednesses / and nat god 
of heuene /. [443] and certes / but if they doon amende- 
men*. right/ as god yaf his beuysofi to Pharao / by the 
seruice of l^a^cob / and to Laban / by the seruice of l^osepfi. / 
right so / god wol yeue his malisofi to swiche lordshipes / 
as sustenen the wikkednosse of hir seruauntz / but* if they

ELLESMERE 619 (6-T. 623) [* leaf 219.back]

    
 



621 SIX-TEXT
620 G^Koup I. § 2. parson’s tale. EUesj^iJi'e MS.

1 efp^ideeffhe oome to amendcme^t [444] IT Prido of the tabjs / appeereth 
tabic

Ofexcessijof 
diucrse metes 
and drynkes

O‘to great 
pr<rji(^i^!5nessc of 
vesHjl I. and 
ruci()iitee of 
Mynstralcye

•f Oftee especca 
that sourden of 
pvido

eolci fid ofte ./ for ce^'tes riche men been cleped to festes / 
and poure fol^l* been putt atvey and rebuked [445] Al^so 
in excesse of diuerse metes and drynkes /. and name^ly / 
swiclie manere bake metes and diss^h. metes brcnnyngo of 
wilde fir / and peynted and casteUed with papir / and 
semb].able wast/ so that it is abusion for to thynke [446] 
And ee^ in to gr^^lt pl•eciousnesse vessel / and curiesite0
of Mynstralcie / by whiche / a man is stired the mooro to 
deiices of hixurie / [447} if so be that he sette his berte / 
the lasse vp-on oure lord Ilie«u crist /. ce:rteyn it is a 
synne / and ce:rteinly / the deiices / n^;ygh^e been so greto 
in this caas / that man myghte lightly / falle by hem in-to 
deoi^ly synne [44S] The espe^es that sourden pride / 
soolihly / whan thcy sourden of malice ymagmed / auised 
and forhcaslf. er elles of vsago / been deedly synnes / it is 
110 doute /. [449] And whan thoy sourden by freletee vn- 
auysed / and sod^^nly withdrawen ayeyn / al been 
tliey greuouse synnes /. I gesse / that they ne been nat 

i wiier-of fpride deedly [450] Mow myghte men axe / wher-of that pj-iide 
sourdeth and 
^pryngetb sourdeth | and sp:ryngeth and I seye / somtyme it 

spryngeth. / of the goodes of nature / and som tyme / of 
the goodes of (fortune /. and som tyme / of the goodes of 
grace [451] H Certes / the goodes of nature | stonden / 
outher in goodes body / or in goddes of soule [452] 
IT Certes / goodes of bod^ / been heele of body, as 
strengthe / deliuernesse / beautee / gentries / franchise / 

■ [453] TT Goodes nature of the soule / been good wi;* 
sharpe vnderstoiidj^nge. subtil engyn. vertu natureel. good 
memorie [454] H Goodes ffortune / been richesse /
hyglie degrees lordshipes. preisynges of the peple [45.5] 
H Goodes of grace / been science, power/ to suffre 

. spiritueel trauaille. benignitee. vertuous contemplacion.
witbstondynge of temptaciefl / and semblable thynges /. 
[456] of whiche forseyde goodes. certes itkis a ful greet 
folye / a man to priden hym / in any of hem alle [457] 
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MOw as foitto speken of goodes of nature /. god woot' tliat 
som tyme ive han hem / in nature / as muche to oure 
^damage / as to oure profit [458] IT As tor to speken of 
heele of body /. certes / it passeth ful H'gBty / and eek it 
is / fui ofte enchesofi of the siknesse of oure soule /. for 
God wook the flessh / is a ful greet enemy to the soule /. 
and therfore / the moore that the body is hool / the moore 
be we in pei'il to falle [45 9] 11 Eke / for to pride / hym in Ofpirno , o'' 
Iiis strengthe of body / it is an heigh folye /. ffor certes f ““ 
the flessh coui^^i;eth agajon the spirit / and ay / the moore 
sti^onj* that the flessh is / the sorier may the soule be /. 
[460] and ouer al this / strengthe of body and wm^^dly 
hardynesse / causefih ful ofte many a man / to pei'ii and 
meschaunce [461] H Eek? for to pride hym of his irof^piMeof 
gentrie / is ful greet folie/ for ofte tyme / the gentrie Of the 
bod^ / binymeth the gentrie of the soule /. and eek? we 
ben alle / of o fader / and of 0 mooder /. and alle we been 
of o nature / roten. and corrupt. bothe riche and poure ||. 
[462] ifor sothe / o mai^^re gentrie / is for to preise / 
that appai?a^^lcth mannes corage with vcrtues and moralitees j 
and maketh hym cristes child. [463] for truste wol / that 
oner what man ^it synne hath maistrie / he is / a vemy 
cherl to synne

[464] 11 NOw been ther generale signes of gentillesse /. f or gcneeale 
as esclhe-wynge of vice and ribaudye / and seruage ofectni^esso 
synne /. in word / in werk /. and contenance /. [465] and 
vsynge vertu / curteisye. and clennesse /. and to be 
liberal /. that is to seyn I large by mesure /. for thilke that 
passe^h mesure / is folie and synne [466] H Another is / 
to remembre hym of bouMtee / that he of oo1;her folk? hath 
receyued [467] H Another is / to be benigne to hise goode 
subgetis I. wherfore seith senek? H ther is^i^o thingi moore K Seneea 
couenable to a man of heigh estaak /. than debonairetee . 
and pitee [468] And therfore / thise flyes } that m^e^^ Note 
clepeth bees whan they maken hifl kyng*. they chesen 
oon that hath no prikke / wherwith he may stynge [469]
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- f Anotlier is / man to haue a noble herte / an-jl a diligei^if
to attayne to heighe vej-tuouse thynges [470] NOw certes / 

ociiiiicinho a man to p-n'de hjm in the goodes grace / is eek / an 
y.iit gr C ! fg], thiike yifte g)-a^ce / that sholde

haue turned hym to goodnesse and to medicine / turneth 
hym to' venym and to confusion / as seith seim* Gregorio 

In the [471] Certes also / who so prideth hym / in the goodes of 
goodes of loottine -

iiortune /. ne is a fui greet fool /. for som tyme is a man a 
greet lord by the morwe /. that is a cayty* and a wreccho 
er it be nyghf. [472] and somtyme j the richesse of a man / 
is cause his dej) / somtyme / the dehces a man / is 
cause of the greuous maladye / thurgh which he dyeth 
[473] Certes / the coz«.mendaciof^ of the peple / is som
tyme / fui fais and M hrotel for to triste / this day they 
preyse / tomorwe they blame / [474] god woo" desir/ to . 
haue commendaciofi the peple / hath caused deeiih / to 
many a bisy man [475] Now sith that so is / that ye han 
vnderstonde what is pride / and whiche heen the speces of 
i". and whennes pride sourdeth / and sp^yngeth

Of cowmen- 
d:io1(>n tho 
peple.

h OflmmUite 'or 
mekeuesse

[476] Remedium contm■ pecpaMm Superbie (j*)
NOw shul ye vnderstonde which is the remedie agayns / 

the synne of pride /. and that is humylitee / or 
mekenesse /. [477] that is a vertu / thurgh which. a man / 
hath verray knoweleche hym and holdeth of hym- 
self/ no pris ne deyntee /. as in regard hise desertes f 
considerynge euere his freletee {478] NOw been ther .iij.

K Of .iij. mannes mansfes humyiitee /. as humylitee in herte /. and another
oriumiiiteo humylitee in his h^iouth f The thridde in hise werkes 
V^f.ihj manenM [479] h The humilitee in herte / is in iiij. maneres IT that 
mhuuiiiitee jg j -yj^^jn a man / holdeth hym sc1"" a?' . nogT^ff worth

hiforn god of heuene Ii Another is /. whan he ne despiseth 
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noon oot^l^i^ej man [480] H The thridde is / whan he 
rekketh nak. though men holde hym noght worth H The . 
forthe is / whan he nys nat sory of his humiliaciofl [481]

Also the humilitee mouth /. is in .iiij. thynues In i^of.nj.
. . , J J o thyngccsiotl

attempree speche U And in humhlesse off speche U and hiimiiit<e ot 

whan he biknoweth with his owene mouth /. that he is 
swich / as hym thynketh that he is in his herte H Another 
is /. whan he preiseth the boiiBtee another man /, and
no thyngi ther of amenuseiih / [482] O Humilitee eek* in t^(^fiiii.i.m»ncres 

................. «T r^T n • / I 1 1 humilitee iu werkes is in .iiij. maneres IT Tne iirste is / whan he put^t^lih werkes 
othere men biOom hym H The seconde is / to chese the 
loweste place ouer al H The thridde is / gladly to assente 
to conseril [483] IT The Oerthe / is to stonde gladly / to 
the award of hise souereyns /. or hym / that is in hyer
degree /. ce:rtein this is a greet werk humylitee

io Sequiti^r de Inuidia (g)A [484]
fter Pride wol I speken / of the foule synne Enuye o wint Enye is

which is / as by the word the Philosophre / PhiVMjSum o* 
sorwe / of oother mannes prospeitee /. and after the Au(^Ut^ 

word of se:^^iO Augustyn /. it is sorwe oother mannes
wele / and ioye othere mennes harm / [485] O This 
synne is pl^^ly agayns the hoo]^;y /. Al be it so / 
that euery synne is agayns the hoo^ly goost/. yet nathelees 
for as muche / as bouwtee / ap^,rteneth proprely to the 
hooly. and Enuye com'th proprely. o^ malice /. ther
fore it is proprely / aga^n the bouwtee the hourly got^r^iO
[486] If How bath malice two speces /. that is to se;yn Tot.y.»sjxces 
hardnesse oO herte in wikk^edn^esse /. or eUes / the flessh theTTste / uT'*
man is so blynd / that ho considej^ejj n^^. that he is in he .
synne /. or rekketh nab that ho is in, synne /. which 
is the hardnesse of the deuel / [4871 5! Tl^at c^i^tl^er oofatotiiersp«»

. . » . / L J ofmalico
specue of malice / is whan o man werreyeth trouthe / 
wToi he woob that it is trouthe /. And eek / wToi 
he werreyeth the grace / that god Toth yeue to his
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neigliebore / and al this / is by Enuye [488^ H Certes / 
thai^ne is Eimye tbe worste synne that is /. ifor soot^^h^y / 
alle othere synnes been son tyme oo^^ly / agayns o special 
VPZ'tu /. [489] but co-tes / Enuye is agayns alle vertues / 
and agayns alle goodnesses /. for it is sory J of alle the 
boMdees of his neigd:^^13ore / and in this manere / it is 
diuers fCnm alle othere synnes [490] H ffor wel vnnethe / 
is ther any synne / tha,* it ne hath / som de^lf in itself. 
sane oo^y Enuye / that eue/e hath in itsel.* angwissh and 
sorwe [491] H Thie speces of Enuye been thise / Ther is 
first, sorwe of oother mamies goodnesse / and of bis pj^os- 
peritee. / and prosperitee / is kyndely matere of 
thanne is Enuye a synne agayns kynde [492] H The 
seconde spece of Enuye / is ioye of oother mannes harm /. 
and that is proprely lyk to the deuel /. that euere reioyse^h 
hym of mannes harm [493] Of thise two speces / comth 
bakbit^ynig'. and this synne / of bakbi(^J^l^g* or detraceion / 
hath ce^toine speces / as thus f Som man preiseth his 
neighebore by a wikke entente /. [494] for he maketh 
alwey a wikked knotte 'atte laste ende / alwey / he 
maketh a but/ atte laste ende / that is digne of moore 
blame /. than worth is al the preisynge [495] "i The seconde 
spece is / tiiat if a man be good / and dooth / or seitn a 
thingi to good entente /. the bakb:it^* wol tume all thilke 
geed;aesse / vp so doun / to his sh^ewed entente [496] 

H The .iy.ae epcce f The thridde is / to amenuse the beu^^iiee of his neigho- 
1! The .iiy. epece bore [497] H The fourthe spece of bakbi^i^J^l^l* is this /.

tha* if men speke goodnesse of a man /. thanne wol the 
bakbi-t^:* seyn /. par^dee /. swich a man / is yef bet than he / 
in dispreisynge / hym that men preise / [498] H The 

H The v.e spece fifte spece is this /. for to consente gladly and herkno 
gladly to the harm that men speke of/ oother folk ||. this 
synne is ful greep and ay encreeseth / after the wikked 
entente the bakbit^* [499] After bakbii^J^]^l* cometh 

i elgrnMhynl/ gnicBchJ^I^l* or MM?mluracien /. and somt,yme it spryngetlr 
of Inpacience agayns god /. and somtyme agayns mirn 
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[500] U Agfiyns god it is / whan a man grueelicth agayn 
the peynes • of helle /. or agayns ponerte /. or los of eateL 
agayn reyn / or tempestf. or eiles gruceheth / that shrewes 
han prosperitee /. or ellos / for tliat goode men han Ad- 
uei'sitee / [501] and alle thise tliynges sholde men suffro 
paeie:ntly /. for they eomen by the rightful t^uggenw^i^tf and 
ordinanee god [502] Som tyme eomth gruec^ii^fg f

Auariee / as l^u^das grueohed agayns the Magdaloyne /. whan Auarico 
she ^^o^nte / the heued of oure lord Ihesu erisf. with hii' 
preeious oynem^inf [503] H This maneif marmiire is swieh. 
as whan man grueeheth / of goodnesse / pat hym self 
doo^h /. or that oother folk doon o^ hir owene eatel [504] 
f! Som tyme eoi^tih marmure pride /. as whan Simon irorm«,•miirl ^at OOlb of 
the Pharisee / grueehehed aga;yn the Magdaleyne / whan pride 
she approehed to Ihesu eris*. and weepe at his feet* for hirs 
synnes [505] fl And somtyme grueehyng* sourdeth nofmrmiuio
Enuye / whan men discoulrlth a mannes harm that was 
pryuee / or bereth hym on hond / thyng tliat is fals [506] 
fl Murmure eek / is ofte amonges seruauntz I that graoehon ! T Of nnrmii™, ■ • 'w I atnoiiRes
whan hir souereyns bidden hem doon leuefid thynges /. uruuiitu 
[507] and for as muehe / as they da;r nat ope:hly withseye 
the eomaundementz of hir souereyns / yet wol they seyn 
harm / and grueehe and marmure priuely for verray 
despit / [508] whiehe wordes / men elepen the deueles 
Pater noster / though so be that the deue^l ne hadde 
neuere Pater noster /. but that lewed folk* yeuen it swieh 
a name [509] fl Som tyme / grueehj^ng* eomth of Ire / or 10 gmahyng! 
pnue hate / that norisseeih raneour in herte /. afterward 
I shal deelare [510] Thanne eometh eek? bittemessl of ,fftitt«•nlssl 
herte / thurgh whieh biiier^nessl / euel?y good dede olf his 
neighebor / semeth to hym / bitter and vnsauo]rJ [511] 
fl Thanne eomeeih diseord • / that vnbyndeth ahe manere Horoiseord 
of frllndshipl fl Thanne comih / seomynge of [. . . . vosioomnng/
.......................................no gap in tlie -JfS’h hns neiehe- 
hor / al do neuer so weel [512] fl Thanne eomth / Kot.Aimsyngi 
Aeeusynge /. as whan man seketh oeeasion / to anoym his 
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K Of Maligniteo

How a man / 
slial loae his 
neighebore

neighebor / which that is lyk / to the cra:^lf of ^he deuel / 
that waiteth / bothe nygbt and day to accusen vs Ode 
[513] 5 Thaune co^iih malignitee / thurgli which a man 
anoyeth Ms neighebo:r p?nuely / if be may. [514] and if he 
noght may / algate / bis wikked wU / ne sbal nat wante /. 
as for to brennen bis bous pryuely /. or empoysone / or sleen 
bise beestes / and semblable tbynges /.

t How in the 
name of neighe
bor f ia cootpe- 
hendcd & mannes 
enemy

’ir Remediuw contra pe^<3aiMm Inuidie

N
OW wol I speke tbe remedie / agayns tbe foule 
synne of Enuye / 5 ffirst' is tbe louynge of god 

principal / and louyng / bis netghehor as hym s^^ /. for
sool^Hy / tbat oon ne ma^y nat been / witb-oute tbat 
ootlier /. [516] And truste wel / that in tbe name of thy 
neighebore /. tbou shalt vnderstonde tbe name of thy ' 
brother ffor certes { alle we haue 0 fader fless^bly / and o 
mo<oder / that is to seyn / Adam and Eue /. and eek* 0 fader 
espiritueel / and tbat is god of heuene [517] 51 Thy 
neighebore / artow holden for to loue and wilne bym aile 
goodnesse /. and tberfore seith god / loue thy neighebore as 
tliy seine / that is to seyn / to saluacion / of lyf and of 
soule [518] 51 And moore ouer / tbou sbalt loue bym in 
woo'd / and in benigne amonestynge / and cbas^isynge / 
and conforten bym / in bise anoyes / and preye for bym witb 
al tbyn berte / [519] 51 And in dede / tbou sbalt loue hym 
in swich wise /. that tbou sba^'t doon to hym in cbaritee / 
as tbou wolde^tt that it were doon to tbyn owene pe^one /. 
[520] And tberfore / thon ne sbaJ^t* doon hym no damage 
in wikked word / ne barm in bis body / ne in bis catel / 
ne in bis soule / by entissj^i^g* of wikked ensample [521] 
51 Tbou sba].t nat* de^iren bis wyf* ne none of bise tbynges 
Vinc^i^is^t^c^oi^d! <^ek / t^^a^t in t^l^e n^a^n^e of nei^ighi^ljor / is 
preheuded bis enemy [522] 51 ceJ’tes man sba^ louen bis 
enemy / by tbe comandemen* of god /. and soot^th-y / thy 
freend / sbaltow loue in god [523J 5! I se^e / tbyn 
enemy / sbaltow loue for goddes sake / by bis comande-
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H fTce if it were reson pat a man sliolde haten his 
enemy /. for sothe / god nolde na< reee;yuen vs to his loue / 
that been hise enemys [524] H Agayns .iij. manero of THowi> man shadoiij.
thjT^^es that his enem;y dooth to hym /. he shal doon .iij. tiynge /a?nne 
thj^n^ges as thus [525] U Agayns hate and rancour herte / tiiyngjatiiut iis 
he shal loue hym in herte H Agayns chidyngi and wikkede iym 
wordes / he shal preye for his enemy H And agayn wikked 
dede of his enem^ /. he shal doon hym. bountee [526] H ifor 
crist sei'th / loueth youre enemys / and preyoth for hem 
thaif speke yow harm /. and eek* for hem / that yow chacen 
and pursewen and dooth houwtee / to hem that yorv haten 
H Loo / thus coman^fde'th vs oure lord Ihcsu cris*. to do / 
to oure enemys /. [527] ffor sootihly nature dryueth vs / 
to louen L^iaire freendes / and parfey / oure enemys / han 
moore nede to loue than oure freendes / and they that 
moore nede haue / certes / to hem shal men doon good
nesse / [528] and certes in thilke dede / haue we remem
brance / of the loue of Ihcsu cris* that deyde for hise 
enemys / [529] and in as muche as thilke loue / is the 
moore greuous to perfourne / in so muche / is the moore 
gretter the merite / and ther-fore the louynge of oure 
enemy / hath confounded / the venym of the deucl /.
[530] ffor right* as the deuel / is disconfi.ted by humylitee /. 
righi* so / is he wounded to the deoth / by loue of oure 
enemy [531] H Certes. / thawne is loue the medicine / that 
casteth out* the venym of Enuye / fro mawnes herte [532] 
H The speces of this paas / shullen be moore largely in hir 
Chapitres folwynge declared (5) (5) tub

Sequitur de ]^ra
[ 533]
fter Enuye / wol I discryuen the synne off Ire / ffor 

^c^ot^h^^y / w^h^o i^o h^i^'^h ^no^^e vp^c^n his n^eghh^i^l^c^r / 
anon he avole comuwl;y fynde hym a matere of

wratthe / in word / or Mn dede / agayns hym / to whom 
he hath enuye ||. [534] And as wel comth Ire of pnde / 
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as of enuye /. for soot^Uy / he that is proude d? enuyous / 
is lightly wrooth

[535] This syime of Ire / after the discryuy^i^gh
se^i^tf Augu^liyn / is wikked wil / to heen auenged / hy 
word / or hy dede /. [536] Ire after the Philosojjhre /. is 
the feruent blood of man / yquyked in bis herte / thurgh 
which he wole harm / to hym that he hateth [537] f ffor 
ce*tes the herte of mim hy escjha-wfynge and moeuynge of 
his blood / wexeth so trouble / that he is / ont of aile 
l^r^g^gemenk of reson [538] U But ye shal vnderstonde / 
that Ire is in two maneres / that oon of hem is good / and 
that oother is wikked / [539] The goode Ir^e / is by^*
l^aJ^ousie o^ goodnesse / thurgh which / a man is wrooth 
with wikkednesse / and aga^yns wikkednesse /. and ther
fore s^^th a wys man /. that Ire is bet than ploy || [540] 
Tliis Ire / is with debonairetee /. and it is wrooth with- 
outen bit^ternesse / nat wrooth aga^yns the man / but 
wrooth / w^th the mysdede of / the man /. as seith the 

t Dauid propheia propliete Dauid Ir^ascimini & nolite peccare {541] KOw
of wikked ire 

in ijo. inaiierca / 
mil uii frst I is 
sotleyu Ire

sanc^ii s 
An,tustiiiu«

Ph^Uosophus

< Of Ire in two 
maneres

Of good Ire

TPSJajJicsn®

T Of Ire 
coni^h of felonie 
of iierttt ruiree ds 
cast l^ilbra

vnderstondetli / that wikked Ire / rs in two maneres / 
thah is to, seyn / sode;yn Ire j- or hasl^^ Ire withouten 
auisem.enf and co«i-^<^nt;ynge of reson /. [542] the menj^ngh 
and the sens of this / is / that the reson of man he con- 
sente nat* to thilke sodeyn Ire / and thanne it is venial 
[543] n Another Ire is fui wikked / that coi^-th of 
felonie lieitc auysedand ea^t biforn / with wikked wil /
to do vengeance / and therto / his reson cows^i^i^lieth and 
soot^tily / this is deedly synne [544] f This Ire / is so dis- 
plesanh to god that it troubleth his hous / and chaceth the 
hooly goosf outh of mannes soule / and wasteth and de- 
stroyeth the lik^nesse of god / that is to seyn / the vertu 
that is in mannes soule / [545] and put in hym / the lik- 
nesse of the deuel and bynymeth the man fro god / that 
is / his rightful lord /. [546] this Ire / is a fui greet 
ple;3!^u7^ce to the deuel /. for it is the deuelec foumeys / 
that is eschawfed / with the fir of belle H- [547] ifor certes / 
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riglitr so / 43 fir is moore migh1;y / to destroyen ertliely 
tlij^r^ges / than any oother Elemeii*. riglit so Ire is mygfi'ty to 
destroyen aile spiritueel thynges [548] f Looke / kow tliat 
fir of smale gleedes tkat been almoost dede vnder assben 
woll^c^n. quike ag.a;ya / wban they been touched with 
brymstoon ? / rig^tf so Ire wol eueremo quyken agayn / 
wban it is toucbed / by tbe pride tbat is couered in 
mannes berte / [549] ffor certes / fir ne may naif comen 
out of no tbJ^r^g'. but if it were iirstf in tbe same tbynj* 
naturee^^y / as fir / is drawen ont of flyntes witb sIccI 
[550] And so / as pride is ofte tyme matere of Ire /.
rigbt so is rancour/ norice and kepei* of Ire [551] Tber is « n>xi sr™ii- 
a maner trce as se^tb sein Ysidre / tliatf wban men 
malien fire of tbUke tree / and couere tbe coles of it with 
A^ssben soo^hjly / tbe fir of if wol L'isIcu al a yeer or moore ||.
[552] And rigbt so / faretb it of rancour^/. wban it i.s \ cioinpum 
ones concc;yucd in tbe herles of som men ccrtein / it wol 
lasten pe^auenture / from oon Estre day vuIo anotbcr 
Estrc day / and moore /. [5 53] but certes / tbUke man / 
is fui fer fro tbe me:rcy o^ god / in th^lke while

[554] H In lhis forseyde dcuelcs foumcys / lirer Tor.nj. sircwcs 
forgen .iij. sbrewes ||. Pride lbal ay hlowelh and eucrecssolh in thc dciuiics * 

tbe fir/ by cbidyuge and wikked wordes [555] H Tlia^ine 
sta^if Enuye / and boldetb tbe boote Ircn vpon the her-te 
of man / with a pcire of longe toonges / long* rancour 
[556] Il And tbanne sta^if tbe synne of co:utume:lie / or 
stri^)* and cbeeste / and hatereth and forgetb / by vUcyns 
reprcuynges [SS7] H Certes / tbis cursed 5yuue anoyetb

■ bothe to the man hym s^^lf / and eek to bis ncigbohore 
H fior sooi^^^ly / almot^i^if al the harm tbat any man 
dootb to bis ueighebore / comtb of wrattbe /. [558] for 
codes outr•c^geous wratthe / dootb / al .tOat euere / the 
deuel hym co:maundeth /. for he ne sparetb neitber 
cri^sf ne bis sweete mooder/. [559] And ^n bis out- 
rc^geons ang^ and Ire / allas / allas / fui ma:^;y oon 
at tbat tyme / feeleth in bis Oerte fui wikkedly / 
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bothe o^ and alle bise halwes .>.,[560] H Is
pat this a cursed vice? yis certes / Alias / it bynymeth 
from man bis wi(f and bis resofi / and al bis debonaire 
lif/ espiritueel / tbat sbolde kepen bis soule [561] 
U Certes / it bynymetb eelU goddes due lordshipe / and 
tbak is mannes soule / alid the loue bise neigbebores ]. 
It stryuetb eefc alday agayp troutbe /. It reueth hym / tbe 
quiete o^ bis berte / and subuertetb bis soule /

[562] O’ Ire / comen tbise stynkynge engendrures 
H fiirst* bate / tbat is oold wr^aitl^lte. -dis^<^^(d / thurgb wbicb 
u man / forsuketh bis olde freend ful 
longe / [563] f And tbanne comi^th werre / and every 
manere wr^ong» tbat man dootb to bis neigbebore / in
body / or in cateil [564] Of tbis nursed synne of Ire / 
cometh eek* manslapg:htre ||. And vnderstonde wel / tbat 
homycide / tbat is manslauglitre / is in diuerse wise H Som 
manere o^ homycide is spiritueel / and som is bodily {565] 
H Spiritueel mansluug:htre is in .vj. thynges H by 
bate / as sein* I^ohn seith /. he tbat hateth bis brother / 
is h^omjrci^de / [56^] U h^c^mj^cjic^e is ei^l* ^y / of
wh^i^t^i^e hakbi^l^e^r^e^s seit^h S^sllc^mon /. t^b^a^t t^h^ey ^a^n t^w^o 
swerdes / with whiche / the sleen hire neigbebores / ifor 
soot^^hly / as wikke is / to bynyme bis go^d name / as 
bis lyf' [567] Homycide is eek / in yeuynge of wikked
conseU by fraude /. as for to yeuen conseil / to areysen 
wrongfid. custumes /^nd taillages /. [S^S] of whiche seiith 
Salomon f Leon) rorynge and Bere bong^y / ' been like to tbe 
crueel lordsbipes / in withboldynge or abreggynge / of tbe 
sbepe / or the hyre or o:f the wages seruunntz /. or elles in 
vsures / ^^4n withdrawynge of tbe AJmesse of poure fo]^k*. 
[569] ifor wbicb the wise man seith H ffedeth hym / that* 
almo(^s^Sl^;^(^^^l^lfor bonger/. for so^o^^h^^/but if thow feede hym / 
thou sleest hym / and alle tbise been deei^^y synnes [570] 
BOdU;y maiislaughtre is / whan thow sleest bim with thy 
tonge /. In ootber manere /. as whan thou ; comai^di^s^sf to 
sleen a man / or elles / yeuest* hym conseil / to sleen a 
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man [S7i] fi^anslauglitre in dede / is in .iiij. manores. f efm«Il- 
*T m I 1 I T • slaughire in dede.II That een ! is by lawe /. rignt as a I^ustice dampnetn in.jny. manejs 
hym that is ceupahle te the deeth. / but lat the lust,ice Bmshtre by 
be war/ thatf he de it rightfully /. and that he de it nab 
fer delib te spille bleed / bub fer kepynge rigfitwi^se-
nesse / [572] H Anether hemycide / is thab is deen fer Heriemycke 
necessitee /. as whan 0 man sleeth anether in his defendaunb n(ec3ait,■o 
and fat he ne may neen eetherwise escape / frem his 
cwene deeth /. [573] but cei^'teinly / if he may escape with 
euten manslaughtre his aduersarie / and sleeth hym /.
he deeth synne / and he shal bere penance as fer deedly 
synne [574] H Eek/ if a man / by caas er auenture / shete t ef iwmycidi! 1 
an arwe j er caste a steen I wit^A which he sleeth a man / auenturu 
he is hemycide [S7S] H Eek/ if a wemman by necligence / f Ofhemycide 1 

wlien A 
euei^lyeth hire chilct in hir slepy^nj*. it is hemycide and wontiin / 
deedly synne / [576] Eek/ whan man desteurbeth &:^nmefllora.v.■clo / 
eepcien a child! and makelth a wemi^i^n / euther bareyne "futeWiSiinin
by drynkynge veneneuse herbes / thurgh which / she may 
nat cenceyue /. er sleeth a chld by drynkes wil^l^^Hy er 
elles / putteth ceirteine material thynges / in hire secree 
places / te slee the chi^d! / [577] er elles / deeth r^n^ky^ndely 
synne / by which man er wemman shedeth hire nature / 
in manere er in place / ther as a child may nab be cen- 
ceihied /. er elles / if a weman haue cenceyued / and hurb 
hir child / and sleeth the child / yeb it is hemycide 
[578] H What seye we eek/ wemmen that merdi’en 1 Ofwotmt•ndat 
hir children fer drede werldly shame Z certes / an ctiidreu / fer
horrible hemicide [579] II Hemycide is eek/ if a man ap-^j‘oniltlnyC'iCe 
precheth te a wemman/ by desir ef lecherie / thur3 which the yngTof h’S'uO'' 
child is perissed / er elles smyteth a wefnman wityngly / 'eneXieie’f. 0^" 
thurgh which she leseth hir child fl. Alle thise been hom^-‘hyjy\“eg^a 
cides / and herrible deei^^y synnes [580] Yet cemen ther ef "^^3”’“"''“’’ 
Ire / manye me synnes /. as wel / in werd / as in theghb and ' 
in dede / as he that arretteth vpen ged /. er blameth ged / ““'eiiofir# 
ef thj^ng*. ef \fhich he is hym se^^zf gilty. / er desp^seith 
ged / and alle hise halwes / as deen thise cursede hasaldouls
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in iiu(^?^se contrees ||. [sSi] This cursed j syiufS doon they / 
whan they feelen in hir hertes / ful wikkedly O: god / and 
of hise halwes [582] f also / whan they treten vnl^l^ul?•(^l^^t]ly 
the sacrement/ the Auter / thilke synne is so greek. 
that vnnethe may it heen releeIsed butf that the mer(^;y of 
gdd / passeeih alle hise wee^lk^es / it is so greek and he so 
benigne [583] Thanne Coi^th of Ire ^^try Angre Z 
whan a man / is sharpe^ly amonested in his shrifte to for- 
leten his synne /. [584] thanne wole he be angry and 
answeren hokerly Snd angtr^^ly / and de-f^enden / or excusen 
his sjoine / by vnstedefastneIse of his flessh /. or ellos he 
dide ik for to holde compaignye with hise felawes /. or 
elles he seith the fetid enticed hym / [585] or elles / he 
dide it for his youthe /. or elles / his conplecciofi is so 
corageous / that he may naif forbere /. or elles it is his 
destinee / as he seith / vnto a ce.rtein age /. or elles he 
se:^'fch / it comeiih hym of gentillesse - hise Auncestres 
and sembJlable thynges [586] Aile this manere of folk / 
so wrappen hem m hir synnes /. that they ne wol nat 
deliuere hem sei^:f /. fior soi^i^j^^y / no wigRt / that excuseth 
hym wUfully his synne / may nah been deliuered his
synne / td that lie mekely biknoweth his synne S [587], 
After this / thanne comdih swer'y^i^g*. that is expi-cs / 
ag<a;yn the comandement' o^ god. and this bifalleth ofte /■ 
o? anger and of Ire [588] God seith thow shalt nat
take / the name of thy lord god in veyn / or in ydel / Al^so 

5 Math. 60. nolite oure lord Ihe«u crisk seith by the word seint Mathew /.
iurare omninn _ . j, ,, „ n r o t -a-r i

[........................................... WO gam e,he lU.J [50 gj. Ne tvol ye
nak swere in aUe manere. neither by
heuene. for it is goddes trone. / ne by erthe /. - for it is the 
benoh his feek. no -by l^ei^usalem /. for it is the Citee of 
a greek kyng'.'ne by thyn heed / for thou mayst nak 
make. an heer whit ne blak /. [590] but se^eth by youre 
word / ye / ye / and nay / nay And what that is moore / 
it is of yuel seith crisk. [591] fior cristes sAke ne swereth 
nat so synfully / in diImembrynge of Crisk. by soule.ELLESMERE 632 (6-T. 636)
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herte. bones. %nd body H fiCor cer'tes / it semeith tliat ye 
tbynke / tbat tho cursode I^ewes / ne dismembred nat 
ynough tbe preciouse persone of cristC. but ye dismembre 
bym moore / [592] H And if so be / tbat tbe lawe com- 
pelle yow to swere /. tbanne rule yow / after tbe lawe of 
god in youre swcryng’. as seitb I^c^i^emye .4°. c° 
[........................ ... no gap in the H Tbou
sbalt kepe .iij. condicions Tbou sbalt swere in trouthe /. iurabi« in

vmUute in ludicio 
in doom. f and in riglitwisnesse ||. [593] tliis is to seyn / i^iniiuUcta 
tbou sbalt swere sootib /. for euery lesynge is agayns Crisf. 
ffor crist is vcrray troutbe /. And tbynk wel tliis / tbat 
euery g;peet swcrere / nat compeUed lawefuUy to swere /. 
tbe wounde sbai nat departe from bis bous / wbil be 
vsetb / swicb vnleueful sweryng |. [594] Tbou sbalt sweren 
eek in deem / wban tbeu a^'f ceiistreyned by tby demes- 
man / to witnesscn tbe troutbe [595] II Ee^ Mihew sbal^If ■ i Hownm.m 
nat swere / far enuye ne for fauew / ne for meede / (■„.! Oiiyc'Tn" iot 

for rightwisuesse / and for declaracion of it /. to i imtfOr 

tbe worsbipe of god / and belpying of tbyne eu^i^es 
cu■steue /. [596] And tberfore / euery man tbat 
taketb goddes name in ydel /. or falsly sweretb witb 
bis moutb /. or elles taketb on bym tbe name of cri^f. 
to be called a cristene man / and lyueth agayns Cristes 
luyunge and bis tecbynge / alie tbey / taken goddes namo 
in ydel / [597] f Looke eek/ wbat seint Peter scitb .
AuctuMw .4“. Non est aliud nomen sub celo &c 1 Tber if .f^MlZtS PftlVW 
nys uoou oother name seil;h seint Peter / vnder beuene ' ' 
yeuen to men / in wbicb tbey mowe be saued /. tbat is to 
seyn / but tbe namo of Ihesu crisf [598] M Take kepe eek / 
bow tbat tbe precious name of crist /. as s^^tb s^^:^tf Paul / 5 n lutim nd 

ad Philipeuses .2“. In nom^ine Ibesw &c H tbat in tbe '■
name Ibesu / eue>y / knee of heue:ue:ly creatures /. or 
ertbely. or of belle shoIdeu bowe /. for it is /.so beigh 
and so worsliipful / tbat tbe cursede foond in beUe / sbolde 
tremblen / to M^eercn it yuempue(^ [599] M Tbanne 
seme^th if thatf men fat swereu so borriblely / by bis
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blessed name /. tbat tb^^ despise hym mo&e bo^^dely / 
'tlian dide the cursede l^^wes / or elles the deuel / that 

Sremhletll whan he beereth bis name /
[600] H [N]Ow certes / sitb ShnS sweryngi. butO iO it be

laweOuny doon is so beiglily deOiended /. mucbo worse is 
forswery^l^g« Onlsly /. and yet* nedelees '

[601] H Wbat seye we eek/ oO berp -/ tb^^ deliten bem 
in sweryng* and bolden it n gentrie / or n mn^^y dede to 
swero grete othes ||. And wbat bem ■/ thnt oO verray 
vsage ne cesse nO* to swere grete otbes / al be tbe cause 
natt yrorrtb a straw / certes / it is horrMe synne [602] 
H Swerynge sode^yn^y wiSh-oUSe auyse]^l^I^lS is eek n

t o: the ss^errng//yinie [603] But lat vs go now to thilke horrible swe:^y^l^;t 
o* adlll^aeion & 
eogiurae*og

" Of hew pat 
delitcn hom in 
sweryiig/. Oor 
gcntrio and 
vsagd

< OO hem / pat 
hileeuen in 
dyuynayles

5 Ofchanncs for 
woundes / 
or maladie

Oflcsyngea

oO Adiuracion and comini'aciion / as doon tluse false En- 
chauntours / or Nigromanens / in bacyns Oui oO water /. or 
in a bright swerd. m a Cercle / ot: in a ^r / or in a shuWer 
boon ol a sheepc /. [604] I kan nat seye / but thal* they 
doon curset^^ly / and dam^able^^y agajms crisis/. and al the 
Oeitb oO boo^y chirche /

[605] H Wbat seye we oO hem / tbat bileeuen in 
diuynailes /. as by fligbh or by noyse eE briddes / or oO 
beestes. or by sort/ Geomancie. by dremes. by ebirky^ngo 
oO dores, or erakynge oE bouses, by gnawynge oO rattes. 
and swich manere. wrecchednesse. / [606] certes / al this 
thyn^g* is deffended by god / and by al bo^];y chi^’che /. ii^^' 
whicb they been acursed / tjl they corne to amend^m^n*. 
tbat on swich Eilthe setten bire bileeue [607] H Charmes 
hrr woor^i^d^^s or maO^de m<^n / o^r of l^^es^s /. if heey 
taken any eiOec*. it be pe^uenture / tbat god sui3ireSb 
it*. Oor Oolk sholden yeue the moore OeiSh / and reuerence to 
bis name

O 6o8] NOw wol I. speken oO lesj^nges /. whicb gener
ally / is Oais signyiicacioS word / in entente / to dcceyuen
bis euene cristene [609] Some lesynge is j oO whicb I
tber comth noon auantage to no wigh.S H. And som lesynge / 
tumictb to tbe ese and pr^oO^t'. oO o man / atid to disese 
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and damage another man [6io] H Another Ics;yngo / 
for to sauen his lyf or his catel / [Another lesynge] comtli 
of deli*, for to lye. in which delit / they wol forge a long* 
tale / and peynten it* with aile circumstaunces where / 
al the ground of the taie is fais ||. [6ii] som lesyuge 
-Cf^i^rth / for he wole sustene his word H And som lesynge / 
comth o^ reccheleesnes^e with-outen auisemenP and sem- 
blable thynges

[612] Lal* vs.n^ow touche / the vice of* flateryngc /. f orfilatcrynp! 
which ne comth nat gladly but for drede /. or for ceueitise 
[613] H fdaterye is gone'alily wrongful preisynge H fflater-H howii.atici'n’!!

11 . /.i. • iMv tho dcudeseres / been the deueles nonces / th^* norissen hise children / noriccs 
with Mi-lk* of losengerie 1|. [614] ffor sothe / Salomon seith. Ksaionon 
that flaterie is wors than detraccion, for som tyme de- 
traccion maketh an hauteyn man / be the moore humble /. 
for he dredelih detraccion / but certes flaterye / tha* maketh 
a man / to enhauncen his berte and his contenance 
[615] H fUatereres / heen the deueles Enchauntours for uoowI^ntn1ro/ 
the make a man to wene of hym sei*. be lyk / that he Sahauntom'” 
nys nat* ly^l*. [616] they been lyk to l^udas / that bitrayscd 
[God / and thise flatereres bitraysen] a man / to sellen hym 
to hise enemy. that is to the deuel [617] H fflat^e^ei^^^ /been f how (latnsros/ 
the deueles Chapelleyns / that syngen euere Placebo ciiapoiiieas 
[618] H I rekene fla[te]rie in the vices of Ire. / for ofte 
tyme / if o man / be wrooth with another /. thanne wole 
he flatere som -ttigh*. to sustene hym in his querele

[619] Speke we now / of swich cursynge / as comtih f olcurcyncc 
of Irous berte H Malison genee^i^^^y / may be se;yd euery irous hertj 
maner power or harm ||. swich cursynge / bireueth man fro 
the regne of god / as seith seint Paul /. [620] And ofte 1 soactnaPauina 
tyme / swich cursynge wreng:lu^ly / retorneth agayn / to ■
hym fat curseth /. a,s a bryd that retorneth *a;s^;yin / to his 
owene nest [621] H And ouer ale thy^ng* mep oghton 
eschewe to cursen hire children / and yeuen to the deuel 
hire engendrure f as ferforth / as in hem is , /. certes it is 
greet peril and greet synne
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[622] Lat vs thanne speken of chidynge said reproche / 
Tvllidie been / fui greto woundes in mannes berte / for 
they vnsow'en / the semes of freendshipe in mannes berte 
[6 23] l ffor ce’tes / vnnethes may a man / plej^nly been 
accorded with hym / that hatb hym openly reuyled and 
repreued in disclaundre /. H Tliis is / a fui grisly synne / 
as crist seith in tbe gospels /. (624] And taak kepe now. 
that he fat repreueth his neighebor /. outher he repreueth 
hym by som harm of peyne / that he hath on his body /. 
as Mesel J croked harlof. or by som synne that he dooth 
[625] li Now i^ he repreue hym by harm of peyne / 
thanne turneth the repreue to Ihesu crist'. for peyne is 
sent' by the rightwys sonde of god / and by his suffrance / 
he it Meselrie or Maheym or maladie [626] And if .he 
repreue hym vncharitably of synne /. as thou dronk- 
elewe hai^I^i^k and so fortS /. thanne apn'tenelth that/ 
to the reioysynge of the deuel /. that euere hath ioye j 
thak men deen synne [hey] H And cn’tes / chidynge may 
nat come / but out of a vileyns berte H ffor after the 
habundance of the her-te / speketh the mou:th ful ofte 
[628] H And ye shul vnderstonde that looke by any wey. 
whan any man shai chastise anooher / that he he war / 
from chidynge and repreuynge /. ffor trewely / but he he 
war he m<ay fui lightly / quyken the fir of Angre and of 
wratthe / which \at he sholde quenche. and per auenture 
sleeth hym / which that he mygSte chastise wdth benig- 
nitee [629] H ffor as seith Salomon II the amyable tonge is 
the tree of lyf. that is to seyn / of lyf espiritueel /. and 
soeehly. a deslauee tonge / sleeth the spirites o? hym that 
repreueth / and eek* of hym that is repreued [630] II loo / 
what seith seint Augustyn || ther is no thyng* so lyk the 
deueles child /. as he / thaaf ofte chideth l Seink iPaul seith 
eek 1|. I seruant of god / hiheueth nat to chide [631] l And 
how fat chidynge / he a vileyns thjrng* bitwixe allo 
manere folk/, yet is ik cortes / moosV vncouenable / 
bitwixe a man and his wyf /. for there is neuere reste / 
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and therfore seith Salomon /. An hous tliat is vncouercd t Salomon
and droppynge /. and a chidynge wylf been lyke 
[632] II A man that is in a droppynge hous in man^j’o 
places /. though he eschewe the droppynge in 0 place / 
it droppoth on hym / in another place H So fareth if by HNoiaexcmpiuoi 
a chydynge wyf /. but she chide hym in 0 place / slie 
wol chide hym in anoper [633] f And therfore / bettre is 
a morscl of breed with ioye / than an hous ful of 
delices with chidynge seith Salomon [634] H Seint t saomon 
Paul se^th Ii 0 j^e woomimen / be j^e ^uligecttis to joimne t Pauii» a 
housbondes / and ye men / loueth youre wyucs. ' '
Ad Colonienses .3“,

[635] Afterward / speke we of scornynge. which is a tffst^myngt 
wikked synne /. and name^ly / whan he scoi'neth a man for 
hise goode w^rkes /. [636] ffor certes / swiche scorneres / 
faron / lyk the ftult tode / thalf may nat endure / to 
smelle / the soote sauour d: the vyne / whanne it* 
florissheth [637] Thise scorneres / been partyn^g* felawcs
with the deuel. j for they han ioye / whan the deuel 
wynneth. and sorwe whan he lesoth. [638] they been 
Aduei^m^i^i^es of Ihesu crist*. for they haten that he loueth. .
that is to seyn / saluacion soule

[639] Speke we now of wikked ctnstil. for he fat 1;ofte^lnng/tf 
wikked conseil yeueth / is a traytour. / he dece^eth 
hym pat trusteth in hym Vt A^chitofel ad Absolonem .||. 
But nathelees / yet is his wilcked conseU first agayn hym 
self /. [640] ifor as seith the wise man-./ euery fais 
luyunge / hath ■ his propertee in hym seif/, that he fat 
wole anoye another man. he anoyeth first hym seiit 
[641] U And men shul vndorstonde / that man shal nat toifwhat wik/ 
taken his conseU of fais fo^k/, ne of angry folk/ or tscl^utn to takon 
greuous folk/ that louen specially / to i^u^chel hir owene 
pj^oftt, ne to muche worldly folk* namely / in conseidynge 
of soules •

[642] NOw comth the synne of hem that sowen / and ilofeemiimt 
maken discord amonges fo^lt. which is a synne / that discorllt 
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Crist' hateth. outrely /. and no ivonder is IT ffor he doyde I 
for to make concori?. [643] And moore sham^ do they to 
Cris*. than dide they '/ that hym crucifiede / for god 
loueth hettre | that freendshipe he amonges fo^H*. than 
he dide his owene b^y. the which that he yaf for vnitee [. 
Therfore been they likned to the deuel | that enere been 
aboute to maken discordT

[644] NOw comt^h the synne of double tonge. swiche 
as speken faire byforn folk/. and -wii^l^^t^l^ bihynde. or 
elles / they maken sembl^an*. as though they speeke of 
good enteneion. or eUes in game and pley and yet they 
speke wikked entente

[645] ROw co^tih biwi^ey-n^g* conseil. thurgh 
which / a man is defamed /. certes /vnnethe | mayhe restoore the 
damage

[646] NOw coi^tih Manace. that is ' an open folye /. fqr 
he / that ofte manaceth. he threteth / moore than he may 
pe?-fourne / ful ofte tyme

[647] NOw cometih ydel wordes. that is with outon 
pjofi* hym that sp^keth tho wordes. and eek of hym / 
that herkneth tho wordes Or elles ydel wordes / been 
tho that been nedelees / or with outen entente of natureel 
profit ./ [648] And al be it^ that ydel wordes been som 
tyme venial synne. yet sholde men douten hem. for we 
shul yeue’rekenynge of hem bifore god

[649] NOw comtih l^a^r^gT^y^n^g^e. that may na* been with 
oute synne II And as seith Salomon. it is a synne of aper-* 
folye /. [650] And therfore / a Philosophre seyde /. whan 
men axed hym / how ^that men sholde plese the peple ; 
and he answerde / do manye gooiie wei'kes / and spek fewe 
l^^^ugles

[651] After this / co:mth the synne of l^a^peres / that 
been the deueles Apes. for they maken folk to laughe at 
hire l^i^perie / as folk doon / at the gawdes of An Ape /. 
Swiche l^a^peres deffendeth set.ut Paul. [652] 11 Looke / how 
that vertuouse wordes and hoo^y woordes conforten hem / 
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that trauai^en / in tlie seruice cristi. right so conforten 
tiro vileyns wordes and knakkes of l^a^pcris. hem tliat 
trauaillen / in the seruice of the deuel [653] U Thise been 
tire synnes / that* comen of tlie tonge. that comen of Ire / 
and of othere synnes mo fJJj

*1 Sequitwr remedium, cont'ra peccatum Ire (gj 
[654] .

he remedie agayns Ire. is a vertu / that men 
clepen Mansuetude. that is debonairetee /. and

eek anot^her vertu / fat men callen pacience / or 
suflfrance

[655] U Debonairetee / withdraweth and refreyneth I of debnaireteo 
the stirynges and the moeuynges of mannes corage in bis 
herte. in swich manere / that ■ they ne skippe naaf out by 
Angre ne by Ire / [656] U Suffrance / sufTreth swete^Iy / alle t^OfSuffranco 
the anoyaunces and fe wronges / that men doon / to man 
outward [657] H Seint l^e^r^ome seith thus of debonairetee. T sancftm 
that it dooth noon harm to no wi^^iu ne seith. ne for noon 
harm that m-en doon or seyn. he ne escl^^'s^fe^h naf 
agayns his reson [658] H This vertu som tyme comth of 
nature /. ffor as sei^ith the Phi^^osophre. A man is a n PhUoiophiM
thj^ng’ by nature. debonaire and tretable to goo(^:n(^s^f^f3. 
but whan debonairetee / is enformed of grace / thanne is 
if the moore worth

[659] Pacience / that is another remedie. Agayns Ire. T ot Pacience
it is a vertu that suf^i^lih swetely eui^’y mannes goodnesse / 
and is nat wrooth for noon harm ' / that is doon to hym 
[660] H The philosophre seith / that pacience is thilke t Phioiophse 
vertu / that suflUreth debonairely aile the outrages of 
Adusrsitee / and euery -viiilked w^^d [661] il This vertu / ’
makeith a man lyk* to god / and maketh hym / goddes 
owene deere ^^:ild / as sei'th CrisT. this ve^u difco:n^i^Bth

, thyn enemy il And therfore seith the wise mJn. / If thow tnotuMcudm 
11 / r 1 a -I sapiente^rnwoJlt venquygse thyn enem^ / leme to sufire / [662] And 

thon sha^t vuderstonde / that man sutfreth iiij. manere ?t
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mftn sufireth in greuances in outwai^d. thynges. agayns the whiche iiij.
outw.arde^hy^^^^<}8. . .... n •Le moot haue I .liij manere paoiences ,

[663] U The firste greuance / is of wikkede wordes |. 
thilke suflrede Ihesu crisf. with^-outen g^ucc^^ryng ful 
pacie^tly. whan the l^ew^es despised and repreued hym 
ful pfte [664] suffre thou therfore pa^i^e^tly. for the
wise man seith /. If thou stryue with a fool | though 
the fool he wrooth / or though he laughe. algate / 
thou shalk haue no reste [665] H That oother greuance 
outward. is to haue damage of thy catel U Ther agayns 
suifred crist ful paciei^f^^ly. whan Ije was despoyled | of al 
that* ho haddo in this lyf^. and that nas bui* hise clothes / 
[666] H The thridde greuance is / a man to haue harm in 
his body fl That suifred crist. ful paci.el^f^ly in al his 
passion [667] fl The foiuthe greuance /. is in outrageous 
labour / in . Wl^erfore I seye thaft folk/ that
maken hir seruantz to trauaillen. to greuou^ly / or outt 
tyme. as on haly dayes / sw^o^t^ly / they do greet synne 
[668] Heer agayns suifred Crislt ful pacie^'tly / and 
taughte VS pacience /. whan he baar ^vp-on his blissed 
shulder / the croys / vp-on which / he sholde suffrou 
despitous deeeih [669] fl Heere may men lerne to be 
pacieu^^|. for ceides ueght oo^ly cristen men been pacient. 
for loue of Ihesu crist / and for gerdon / of the blisful 
lyf / that is perdura[b]le. but ce:rtes the olde payons that 
neuere were cristene / commiendeden and vseden the vertu 
of* pacience

[670] A Philosophre vp-on a tyme that wolde haue ‘ 
beten his disciple for his grete trespas for which he was 
greee.ly amoeued and broghte a yerde to scoure with the 
child. [671] and whan this child saugh the 'yerde. he 
seyde to his maister. what thenke ye do ? / I. wol bete 
thee quod the maister for thy correccloU [672] fl ifor sothe 
quod the child / ye oghten ftrslt correcte youre se^f /. that 
han lost al youre pacience / for the gilt of a child 
[673] fl ffor sothe quod the maister al wepynge thow 
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sqf)f;li / haue thow the yerde my deere sone and
correcte me / for myn inpaclence [674] Of pacienco comtli Khowoiioiunw -■. . eomUi of
Obedience / tliui^gh which a man is obedient to Crist, and p^uiinc) 
to alie hem to whiche he oghte to been obec^ii^i^lt in Crist 
[675] And vnderstond wel that obedience is perfit.
whan that a man dooth gladly and has'fcily with good 
herte entierly al that he sholde do [676] H Obedience 
gpensj^f^^L^y / is to perfourne the doctrine god and

his _souei?e;yn3 to whiche / hym oghte to hen oheii^iiiu^t
in alie rightwisnesse fS) rS>

Sequitnr de Accidia /S)
[677]
fter the synne of Enuye and of Ire. now wol I 

siioken of the synne of Accidie. for Enuye / 
blyndeth the herte of man and Ire troubleth

a man. and Accidie maketh hym heuy thogh'tfu^ and 
wwaayful [678] Enuye and Ire maken bitternesse in herte. 
which bitternesse is mooder of Accidie and by^jrmeth hym 
the lone of alle goodnesse. thanne is Accidie / the 
Angwissh of taeubled herte And seint Augustyn seith. / f mncan 
it is an^^ of goodnesse and ioye of harm [679] U Cortes 
this is a dampnable synne. for it dooth wiojn^j^ to Ihesu 
crist. in as muche as it bynymeth the seruice / that men 
oghte doon to c^^tf with aUe diligence / seith Salomon. / n SlllomeB
[680] but A^ccidie / doo^h no swich diligence. He dooth 
alle thyng with anoy / and with wlawnesse / slaknesso / 
and excusacion / and with ydelnesse / and vnlusf. ffor 
which the hook seith ||. Acursed he he that dooth the 
seruice of god necligi^i^i^ly [681] U Thanne is Accidie / ^Nelaa!C!^ae 
enemy / to euerich estaat of man. for certes / the estaat 
man / is in .iij. maneres [682] H Outher it is / thestaat of t or .iij. miinees 
Inn^ocence. as was thestaat d: Adam / biforn that he fil into t oV iii'CTat/of 
synne. in which es^if he was holden to wirche / as in 
heriynge %nd adowrynge of god [683] H Another es'ta^'f. H olllle^tlul^/ o
• fl • 1 • 1 1 111is estaat oo synful men. :^n whu^i^h esta^f n^i^n l^oheen
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5 How Accidie is 
lyk to hem tliat 
been in the peyno 
of hello

[687] II Of Accidie co:^1fch. that a man is
and encombred for to doon any goodnesse. and 

/ that god hath abhomyns^c^i^on) of swich

to laboure in preiynge to god. for amendomisinf, -of hire 
synnes. and that he wole graunte hem to arysen out of hir 

5 or tlicsta.it of synnes / [68,4] H Another est^io^lf is thestaat of grace, in 
which est^a^^r he is holden to werkes of penitence. and 
cerrtes / to alle thise thynges is Accidie enemy and con- 
trarie. ifor he loueth no bisynesse at al [685] hf Now 
certes this foule swyn Accidie. is eek a ful greet enemy 
to the liilode of the body. for it ne hath no pwrueaunco 
agayn temporeel necessitee. for if forsleweth and for- 
sluggeth. and destroyeth alle goodes temporeles / by 
b'eccheleesnesse

[686] The fourthe thyng is. that Accidie is lyk to hem 
thaf been in the peyne helle. by cause of hir slouthe
and -^:f hire heuynesse for they that been dampned / been 
so bounde. that they ne may neither wel do I ' ne wel 
thynko 
anoyed 
maketh 
Accidie

[688] NOw eomth slouthe. that wol nat suffre noon 
hardnesse no no penaunce. ifor sootih^y / Slouthe is so 
tendre. and so delic^f^t^’ as seith Salomon / tliat he wol nat 
suffre / noon hardnesse ne penaunce. and therfore / he 

5 Remedie agayn shondcth / al that he deotih [689] H Agayns this roten 
herted synne Accidie and slouthe / sholde men 
exercise hem sellf to doon goode wu'kes. and man].y 
and vertueusl;y cacdien corage wel to doon. thynk- 
ynge that oure lord hhesu c^iisif. quiteth euery good 
dede / be if neuer so lite. / [690] vsage labour/ is a 
greet thyng. for it maketh as seith sei.nt Bernard the 
laborer/ to haue stronge armes / and harde synwes. and 
slouthe maketh hem feble and tendre [691] Thanne comth 
drede to bigynne to werke anye goode werrkes. for 
certes / he thaf' is enclyned to synne. hym thynketh / it 
is so greet an emprise / for to vndertake to docp werkes 
of geednesse. [692] and casteth in his herte / that the 
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circv^msis^iiees of goodnesse been so greuouso and. so 
diargoanf for to suffre. tliat he dar nat vndertake / to 
do weirkes of goodnesse / as seith sci^^tf Gregorio f Qrcgoriun

[693] NOw comth wanhope. that is despeir of the t Of iiie»jiuioof 
mercy of god. fat comth somtyme / of to mucho out- 
ragoous sorwe. and somtyme / to muche drodo. ymagin- 
ynge that he hath doon so rnuche synne / that it* wol 
nat auaillen hym. though he wolde repenten hym and 
forsake synne /. [694] thurgB which despoir/ or drede / 
he abaundoneth al bis herte to euery maner synne as seith 
seint Augustin. [695] Which dampnahle synne / if that t Snteis 
. . 1 . T / • • 1 T 1 Augualinuuit continue vn-to i^is ende / it is cleped synny^i^^^ in tile 
lio^^y goost* [696] H This horrible synne is so pcrilous. 
that he fat is despeir^ed? ther nys no felonye / ne no synne 
that he douteth for to do. as shewetth wel hy l^r^das 
[697] H Certes ahouen alie synnes / thanne is this synne 
moost displ^esant* to Crist* and moost Aducrsarie [698] 
31 So^^hly. he that despeireth hym / is lykc tho cowani! 
champion recreant* [....................................................
..........................................................110 gap in the .4]iS.] 
and nedelces despeired y. [699] Certes / the mercy god / is
euere redy to cueiry penitenf*. and is ahouen alie hise wei'kes 
[700] H Alias/kan a man nat* hithynke hym /on the gospel 
of seint* Luc* . 15. where as Cr-i^* seith /. that as wel shallLcca in 
ther he l^oye in heuene vpon a synful man that dooth 
penitence. than vp on 90 and . 19. rightful men / that 
[. ... no gap in tlit i¥&] neden no penitence [701] 
H Looke forther in the same gospel. the ioye /and tlie f in Mem. £u(zung6liofeeste the goode man that hadde lost* his sone. whan 
his sone with repentance. was retourned to his fader 
[702] H kan they nat remembren hem eek/. that as seith 
sein* Luc* . 23. how that the thedf that was hangod ^No(e««!infiim 
bisyde Ihesu crist*. seyde. Lord remembre of me. whan latrone / sus- 
thow comest* in to thy regne [703] 31 ffor sothe. [seyde] SSo^”” 
Cri^itf. I *^y^e to thee. to da^ shaltow been with me in 
Paradys [704] 31 Certes ther is noon so horrible synne of 3 soo 
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man / thalf it ne may in liis lyf be destroyed by penitence. 
thurgS vertu of the passion / and of the dee'th of Crist ||.
[705] Allas / what nedeth man thanne to been despeired. 
sith pat his. mercy / so redy is and large. / Axe and haue
[706] Thanne comei^h Sompnolence / that is sloggy 
slombrynge. which maketh a man be Cicuy and dul / in 
body and in soule. And this synne com1;h of Slouthe
[707] And cgrtes / the tyme tha^ by wey of reson men 
sholde nat slepe. that is by [the morwe] but if ther were 
cause resonable. / [708] ifor sootihly / the morwe tyde is 
mooi^ft couenable a man to seye hise preyeres / and for 
to thynken on god / and for to honours god. and to 
yeuen AJ^mosse to the poure. that firstt comelih in the name 
of Crist. [709] Lo what seith Salomon H Who so wolde 
by the morwe awaken and seke me / he shal fynde

T Of Neciigence / [710] Thanne cometih Necligence / or reccheleesnesse / 
or r&^(^lh$lee&nesse

that rekketh of no thy^ng^/. And how thatt Ignorance be 
mooder aUe harm. / certes Necligence is the norice
[711] H Necligence ne dooth no fors / whan he shal doon 
a thyi^gi. Wl^either he do it weel or badde^ly

[712] O' the remedie of thise two synnes. as seith 
the wise man /. that he that dredeth god / he spareth nat 
to doon that him oghte doon /. [713] and he that loueth 
god '/ he wol doon diligence to plese god by hise werkes / 
and abaundone hym see^lf with al his mygl^^t wel f^ to doon
[714] Thanne comtih ydel^nesse. that is the yate of alle 
harmes / H An ydel man / is lyrl" to a place that hath no 
walles. the deueles may entre on euery syde and sheten 
at hym at di^^c^o^c^rt* by rempracion on eue^y syde
[715] H This ydeJnrssr is the thui^i^ol* of alle wikked and 
vileyns rhoghtrs / and of alle l^^r^gles / rruflrs / and of 
alle otdutr [716] Crtres / the hruenr is yeuen to hem that 
wol labouten and nat to ydel fol^l* H Eek Dauid seith / 
that they ne been nat in the Jabout of men ne they shul 
nat been whipped with men / that is to seyn in p■t^rt^^^•totie /
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[717] ceuies thanne semeith it^. they shu^ be tormented 
with the deuel in belle but if they doon penitence

[718] Thanne comt-h the synne that men clopera f ofiiesynno
■ ^at men clepen

Tarditas. as whan a m.an is to laterede j or tariynge er Tarotas 
he wole turne to god j. and certes j that is a grect folie. 
He is lyk^j to hym tbatf falleth in the dycB. and wol nat 
arise .j [719] And this vice j comt^^- a fais hope. that
he thynketh j that he shal lyue longe. but Jhi^ti hope j 
failejj fui ofte j

[720] Thanne comth lachesse. that is he j that whan he T Of tie synno 
biginne^h any good werkj. anon he shal forleten if and 
stynten j as doon they j that han any -wii^ljit to goueime j 
and ne taken hym namoore kepe anon as they fynden 
any co:^'trarie or any anoy [721] U Thise been the newo 
sheepherdes j that leten hir sheepe wityngly go renne to 
the wolf j that is in the breres j or do no fors of hir owene 
gouemance [722] this j comth poucT’te and destruccion.
bothe of spiritueel j and tomporeel thynges Thanne comth 
a manere cooldnesse j that freseth al the berte of a man j ■ Of cooldnesao 
[723] Thanne comlih vndeuociofi thurgh which a man is Sj O/rndlerOCiean 
bl^^df as seith Seint Bemar^ct. and hath swich langour in t sanofus
.11 ‘I 1 • ‘iii’i/ Bernardussoule. that ne may neither rede ne singe in hooly chirche j 

ne heere j ne thynke of no deuocion j ne trauadle with 
hiso handes in no good wei^l?. that it nys hym vhsaue:ry 
and al apalled [724] H thanne wexeth he slough and 
slombiry and soone wol be wrooth j and soone is endyned 
to hate and to enuye [725] Thanne comtih the synne of i0fworiaiy

. . . . . sorweworldly sorwe. j which as is cleped tristicia. that sleeth 
man j as so:int Paul se^th j [726] ffor cM4;es swich sorwe j f sonciua 
werketh to the doe^h of the soule and of the body also j ■
for ther-of comth fat a man is anoyed d: his owene lift 
[727] wherfore swich sorwe sho:l^it^e^tl*ful ofte the lif of 
man. er pat his tyme be come by wey kynde fgj

ELLESMERE 645 (6-T. 649)

    
 



650 SIX-TEXT i ,

646 GBOUP I. § 2. parson’s tale. Ellesmere MS.'

h)
E^emedium cont»-a peccafum Accidie

[728]

A
gayns this horrible synne of Accidie, and the 

branches the same, ther is a vertu / that is called 
fortit^udo. or strengthe / that is an affeecion / thurgh. 
which / a man dei^'^iisi^lth anoyouse thinges [729] H This 
vej'tu is so myghty and so vigorous. that it dar withstonde 
myglitily and wisely kepen hym self* fro perils that been 
’ wikked. and wrastle aga^n the assautes of the deuel.

, [730] for it cnhaunceth and enforceth the soule right as 
Accidie abateth it* and ■ maketh it fieble. / ifor this fortitudo . 
may endure by long suffrance / the'^ti-a'^^:illes that been 
couenable

’ [731] This vertu / hath manye speces. and the
t Of Miiganin- fixste / is eleped Magnificence. that is to seyn greet corage. 
itee

for certes ther bihoue^th greet eorage agains Aceidie / lest 
that it ne swolwe the soule by the synne of sorwe / or 
destroye if by wanhope [732] *(1 This ve^u maketh 
folk / to vndertake harde thy^nges and greuouse thynges / 
by hir owene wil / wesely and resonabliy ||. [733] And for 
as muchel / as the deuel fig^hteth agayns a man. moore by 
queyntise and by sleighte. than by strengthe. theifore men 
shal withstonden hym by wit and by reson and by dis

H Of tiicvoftucs crecion [734] Thanne am ther the vertues of ffeith and 
of lutii and hope to i^f^l^i^iee £^i^d i^<^c^mplie^e

the goode werkes / in the whiche / he pw^pos^i^fth fermdy 
to continue [735] Thanne comf-h seuretee / or sikernesse. 
and th^^ is. whan a man / ne douteth no trauaille in tyme 
ctmynge / of the goode wei-kes / that a man hath bigonna 

lf OfMagiuictntc [736] Thanne coi^tih Magnificcnee / that* is to seyn / whan
a man doolih and perfourneth grete werkes of goodnesse 
and that is the ende / why that men sholde do goode 
werkes. foi?. in the acomT^lissynge of g^ete goode 
werkes / lith the grete gerdon [737] Thanne is ther 

t! o^R^I^lta^unte Cons*ante. that is stablenesse of corage. andPthis sholde
been in berte / by s*tde^fa^^l* feith. and in mouth / and in
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berynge / ^d ih chiere and in dede [738] Eke ther hecn 
mo speciale remedies agains Accidie in diuerse workes |HormtiiMi^lt

. ■ n . remudios a^ta^yu
Mnd in consideraciofi- of the pe;^Ties oi hcUo and tho Accide 
ioyes of heuene / and in tr^us* of the grace of the holy 
goo^ff that wolo yeue hym myght? to pe?■feume his geode 
entente >

If Sequitur de Auaricia
[739]

fter Accidie / wol I speke of Auarico and of 
Coueitise / of which synne seith seint Paulo usuertusPaaiM 
that the^j;oote of alle harmes is Coueitise. Ad

Thimotheuw»- .6“. [740] ffor soot^lrly whan the berte of a 
man. is confounded in it sef and troubled and that tho 
soule / hath lost the confor* of god. thanne seketh he au 
ydel solas of worldly thynge.s / ■

[741] Auai^ice / after the descripcion of seiint Augustyn. f wimt Aiurico 
is likerousnesse in berte to haue erthely thynges. Augustiuum 
[742] H Som oother folk seyn / that Auarice / is. for to 
purchacen manye erthely thynges. and no thy^ng* yeue 
to hem that han nede / '[743] H And vnderstoond / that 
Auarice /' ne stank nat oo^ly in lond ne catel hut som- • 
tyme / in science and in glorie. and in euery manere of ' 
outrageous -thy^ig.*' is Auarice and Coueitise / [744] H And 
the difference bitwixe Auarice and Coueitise is this T or «« difer- 

>0 ». ‘Il 1 /.bitwixe^1 Coueitise / is for to coucite s-wcne thy^nges as thou -Auarkeand 
hast nat |[ And Auarice I is for to withholds and kepe swiche 
thynges as thou hast with-rn^i^terightful nede [745] U sootldy • 
Mihis Auarice is a syhne / that is fui dampnable. for al hooly 
wriik curseth it / and speketh agayns that vice. for it dooth • 
wrong'to - Ihesu cris*. [746] for it bireuelih hym the loue 
that men to hym , owen '/ and turneth it d^akkviii’d! agayns 
alle reson. [747], and maketh that the Auaricious man / 
hath moore hope in his eiitel / than in Ihesri cris* and • 
dooth moore Mbseruance in kepynge of his tresor / than ' 
he dooth to seruice of Ihesu cris*. [748] And therfore seiith
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seint Pau^ ad Ephesios 5®. that an Aua^i'icio^s man / is 
the thraldom of ydolatrie

[749] What difference / is hitwixe an ydolastre / and 
an Auaricious man ? but that an ydolastre per auenture / 
ne hath but 0 Mawm^lf or two / and the Auaricious man 
hath manye, ffor cei'tcs / eue:^'y floryn in his cofre is his 
Mawmel^/. [750] And certes the synne of Mawmettrie is 
the firste thymg' that God deffended in the ten. comaund- 

? Exodi mentz as bereth witnesse Exodi capifulo .20° [751] H Thou
20® ,

shalt haue no false goddes bifore me / ne thou sh^t make 
to thee no graue thy^ng*. thus is an Auaricious man that 
loueth his tresor biforn god an ydolastre / [752] thurgh 

5 Of Coueitise this cui'scd synne Auarice Of Coueitise comen thiso
harde lordshipes / thurgh whiche men been distreyned 
by tayi^ages / custumes and cariages / moore than hire 
duetee or resofi is / And eek they taken hire bonde 
men Amercimentz. whic[h]e myght^ere moore reso^alily ben 
cleped extorcions than Amercimentz [753] U Of whiche 
Amercimontz and raunsonynge of bondemen / so?»me 
lordes stywardes / seyn that it is rightful, for as muche as 
a chc^l / hath no temporeel thj^nj* that it ne is his lordes / 
as they seyn / [754] but cei^’tes thise lordshipes doon 
wiong* that bireuen hire bonde foJ^t*, thynges that they 

5 Ansutii^^^us do ncuero vaue hem /, Augustimw de Civitate. IIJio, 9”. [755] 
rnitate. lib-o. 9", V Lf J JJ

U Sooth is / pat the condicion of thraldom and the firste 
5 gfuesio .9^, cause of thraldom is for synne genesis 9“.

[756] II Thus may ye seen that the gil.* disseruetli 
thraldom / but nat nature / [757] wherfore thise lordes 
ne sholde nat muche glorifien hem in hir lordshipes / 
sith that by natureel cowdicion) they been nat lordes of 
thr^aUes. but that thraldom comfih f^'stf by the deseert of 
synne [758] H And forther oner / ther as the lawe seith / 
that tempolecl goodes boonde folk*, been the goodes 
of hir loldshipcs. ye that is for to vnderstonde. the goodes 
of the Empcroor / to deffenden hem in hir iigh^. but nat 
for to robben hem ne reuen hem [759] H And therfore 
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seith Senecit H thy prudence sholde lyue benignely vih , scncca 
tliy tbralles /. [760] thilke fat thou clepest thy thrallcs 
been goddes peple. for humble folk/, been cristes freendes / 
they been co^tubei'nyal viih the lord /

[761] H Thynk* eek / that of swich seed as cherles 
spryngeth. of swich seed spryngen lordes. As wel inay 
the cho]?l be saued as the loi^cP. [762] the same deeth fat 
takef the cheri, swich deeth taketh the lord!. wherfore I 
rede / do rigli* s» with thy cheri. as thou woldcst* that f No<a 
thy lord dide ■nth thce if thou were in his plil/. 
[763] eue^y synful man / is a cheri to synne I rede 
thee certes that thou lord werke in swiche wise with 
thy cherles. that they rather loue thee than drede / [764] 
I woot wel ther is degree aboue degree. as roson 
is and skilo. it* is tha,* men do hir deuoir/ ther as it is due / 
but certes extorcions and ^desjoit of youre vndcrlynges / is 
dampnable /

[765] And forther ouei' vnderstoond wel / that thise 
Conquerours / or tirauntz / maken ful ofte thralles of 
hem that been born / of as roial blood as been they that 
hem conqueren / [766] H This name of thraldom / was TGenesis iiJiaio-

-I .1 T -x-r 1/1 1 • dictas C:in:i!innenei'e erst kowth. td tha* Noe seyde / that his sone 8«ruu5 seiuorvm 
Canaan sholde be thral to hise bretheren for his syime du/ 

[767] What seye we thanne / of hem that pilen and doon noiiem ixit 
extorsions in hoo^y ehirche f / H Certes / the swerd that extovccons in 

men yeuen firstf to a knj’gjli* whan he is newe dubbed / 
cign^eth / that he sholde deffenden ho^^y chirche / and 
nat robben if ne pUen it /. and who so dooth is traitour 
to Grist [768] H And as seith seint Augustyn / they been Tsnmius

Augustinus 
the deueles wolues that stranglen the sheepe of Ihcsu 
crisf. and doon worse than wolues. [769] ffor soolihly / 
whan the woli^ hath fui his wombe / Tie stynteth to 
strangle sheepe. / but soothly / the pilours aqd destroy- 
ours of goddes hoo^y chirche / ne do nat so / for they ne 
stynte neuere 1® pile [770] NOw as I haue seyd / sith so 
is / that synne / was firs* cause of thraldom. thanne is it
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Eadem 
mensura &c

Of dcccitc / 
bitwixe Mar
chaunt and 
Marchant^/

*5 Of Odiiy 
marchandiso that 
is leucfiil & 
hunesu

tlius. / - that tliilke tyme tliat al tliis world w.^s iu synne. 
thawne was al this world in thraldom and snblecclon
[771] H but cej-tes / sith the time of .grace cam / god 
ordoyned that som folk* sbolde be m.oore heigli in esta^tf 
and in degree. and som folk moore lough. and tbat 
euorich / sbolde be serued in bis estaalf. [. , no gap in Jfc/>S.]
[772] and fberfore / in somme contrees tber tbey byen 
tbiaUes. wban . tbey ban turned bem to tbe feitb. tbey maken 
biro thraUes free out of tbral^d^om. And tberfore certes / 
tbe lord owetb to bis man. tbat the man oweth to
bis lord ||. [773} the Pope caUi^lih bym-sel* seruank 
of the sei-uantz of god. / but for as mucbe as the estaat of 
hooJly cbirche. ne mygbte nat ban be / ne the commune 
plollk mygbte nat ban be ' kepk. ne pees and reste in 
erthe / but if god hadde ordeyned that som men haddo- 
byer degree and som men lower/ [774] tbelfore / was 
soueirej^ntee ordeyned / to kepe and maynteno and def-, 
fenden hire vnderlynges or hire subgetz in reson / as fer- 
forth as it litb in hire power^/. and - nat to destroyen hem- 
ne cowfounde [77 s] H Wherfore I seye / tbat tbhke lordes 
tbat been lyk wolues thak deueu:len the pessessiens or 
tbe catel of poure folk? wron^^ully with-outen me-rcy or 
mesure / [776] tbey shul receyuen by the same mesule■ 
tbat tbey ban mesured to poure folk/ the me^rcy of Ihesu - 
crisk but if it be amended [777] H NOw comlob deeeite /, 
bitwixe Marchant and Marchank H And tbow shalk vnder-, 
stonde tbat marchandise / is in manye maneres. that oon - 
is bodUy and that ootber is goostly. that oon- is honeste 
and leueful. and that oetbe:l is deshoneste and vnl^eueful 
[7 7 8] O’ tbilke hod:^ly marchandise that is leueful and 
honeste. is this /. tbat there as god hath ordeyned thak -a 
regne or a centlee / is suffisank to hym self/. tiranne is it 
honeste and leueful. that of habundauwce of tliis centlee. 
that men helpe another centlee - that is moore nedy /, 
[779] And tbellol■e / tber moote been wMia^chantz to 
hlyngen fro tbat o contree to that ootber / hire march-
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oother marchandise that men 
fraude and trecherie and deceite. with 
false othes / is cursed and dampnable

andises [7?°] 
haunten with 
lesynges and 
[781] Espiritueel marchandise / is prop^e].y Symonye /. uofespr-Hntci

. marchandise /
that is entei^i^^if , desir/ to byeii thyng* esp;iritueel. tliat is H that is Symonye 

thj^ng* that ape^’teneth to the Seintuarie of god / and to 
cure of the soule [782] this desir/ if so he that a
man do his diligence to ■ par’^ournen if. al he it* that Hs 
desir ne take neon ^effect'. yet is it to hym a deed]ly 
synne / and if he he ordred / he is irreguleer [783] Certes 
Symonye / is cleped Simon Magns / that wolde han \ofvvhora
ho^l^t* for temporeel catel. the yifte that god hadde yeuen WiSinS 
hy the hoo^y goosk. to seint Peter and to the Apostles ].' 
[784] And therfore vndeist^oond! that hothe he that
se^lleth and he that heyeth thy^nges es]^^:rituels / heen H ofd<^,m»

■I 1 , , , , . . manges ofdlepecF Symony^^^s. be it by c^tel. be if by pT’ocurynge / s/mon/s
or by fless^^^y preyere hise freendes / fiessl^ly freendes /
or espiritueel freendes [785] li fless:^^y in two maneres /. '
As by kynredc / rar othere freendes. soot^i^^y if they praye 
for hym that is nat worthy and able / it is Symonye. if he 
take- the henefice. / and if he he w^^thy and ahle / ther 
nys noon [786] HThf^tt oooiher maiiere is / whan a man or ' t Ofanotlet 
wowzinnn preyen for folk' to auauncen hem ooi^^ty / for symonye 
wikked l^es^:^:iy affecdioii that they have vn-to 'the persone 
and that is foni Symonye [787] - II but cej’tes in seruice / 
for which men yeuen thynges esp^:rituels vn-to hir 
scruantz. it moot been vnderstonde /O®* the seruice / 
moot heen honeste / and elles nsf. and eoor / that it he 
with-outen bargaynynge. and that the persone he able.
[788] for as seith Sei:^t*- Damssie 11 Alle the synnes of, the if sancftis 
w^o^ld / at regard of this synne / am as thy^ng» noght.
for it is the gretteste synne that may he. after the synne 

Lucifer and ' An^^l^c^:rilif. [789J Oor hy this «ynne / god 
Oorleseth / the dhirdhe and the soule that he hoghte with 
his precious l^c^od / hy hem fat yeuen dhirches to hem ' 
that been nat digne. [790] for they putten in theues that
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wii/t bise apur*

How of 
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lesynges. fuls 
witiiessc. and 
false othes.

Of t.hc synne 
of thefte 
t{ Of^heOo 
c<>>^>oee^

•• ^^thefte 
espiritueel
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stelen the soules of Ihesu cri^i^tf and destro^e^a Us patri- 
moyne ||. [791] by swiclie vndigno preestes and Curates / 
han lewed men the lasse reuerence of the sacramentz of 
hooly chirche. and swiche yeueres chirches putten out 
the children of Crist /. and putten in to the chirche the 
deueles owene sone. [792] they seilen the soules / 
that lambes sholde kepen to the wofi* that strangloth 
hem /. And therfore / shul they neuei’e han pai'* 
of the pasture of lambes / that is the blisse of

I heuene [793] NOw comtB j hasardrie with hise apur- 
tenances. as tables and Rafles. of which j comth deceite. 
false othes. chidynges. and alle rauynes. blasphemynge 
and reneiynge of god. and hate of hise neighebores. wast 
of goodes. mysspendynge of tyme. and somtyme man- 
slaughtre.y. [794] Certes j hasardours ne mowe nat been 
with-outon greet synne [. . . mo gap in the ATS.] [795].

' O: Auarice j comen eek* lesyngos. thefte. fais witnesse. and false 
othes ||. And ye shU vnderstonde that thise been grete synnes. 
and expres agayn the comau^dementz of god as I haue 

Of fais witness^ seyd [796] U ffals witnesse. is in word and eek in dede 
U In word / as for to bireue thy neighebores goode name 
by. thy fais witnessyng. or bireuen hym his catd or his 
heritage, by thy fais witnessyng*. whan thou for Ire j or 
for meede. or for enuye. berest fais witnesse j or accusest 
hym or excusest hym by thy fais witr^esse. or el^es ex- 
cusc^i^lf thy s^^if falsly. {797] ware yow questemongeres and 
Notaries K Certes, for fais witnessyng was . Susanna in ful 
gret sor^ve and peyne. and many another mo j [798] U The 
synne thefte is eek* expres agayns goddes heeste. and in 
two maneres j corporeeL or espiritueeL [799] [Corporeel] 
as for to take thy neighebores catel aga;^'n his wyl 
he it by force by sleighte. he if by Met* or by mesure. 
[800] By st^^yng* eek of false enditementz vpon hym. and 
in borwynge thy neighebores catel. in entente neuere 
to payen it agayn ’and semblable thynges 7 [801] U Es
piritueel thefte j is Sacri^^egc, that j is to seyn j hurt- 
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ynge of htoly thynges. or of thynges sacred to crisk in two 
manores. by resold of the hooly place, as chirches or 
chirche hawes. [802] for which euery vil^eyns synno that 
men doon in swiche places / may be cleped sacrilege. or 
euei-y vi^olence in the semblable places / H A^so / they that 
withdrawen falsly / the rightes thak longen to hooly 
chirche [803] II And pleynly and gene^al^ly .sacr^iee^g^cs^ 
is / to reuen hooly thyrn^g/ fro hooly place /. or vnhooly 
thy^n^f* out/ of hooly place. / or hooly thii^g* out of vn
hooly place . *

Roleuacio contm pecca^i^Min Auaricie 

[804]
Ow shul ye vnderstonde. that the rcleeuynge of 

Auarice. is Misericorde and pitee largely taken /.
And men myghten axe. why that Misericorde and pitee. H OfMisericorde

is rcleeuynge of Auarice [805] Certes / the Auari^cious
man / sheweth no pitee ne Misericorde to the nedeful 
man / for he deliteth hym in the kepynge of his tresor, 
and nak in the rescowynge ne releeuynge of his eueno 
cristene. and therfore speke I firs* of Misericorde / 
[806] H Thanne is Misericorde / as seith the Philosophre. what Miseri- 

a vertu / by which the eorage of man is stired by the PiiiOisoj^ium 

mysese of hym that is mysesed / [807] vp-on which 
Misericorde folweth pitee in parfournynge of charitable 
werkes of Misericorde [808] And cesrtes thise thynges / T o. aynftes / 

that sholde 
moeuen a man to Misericorde of Iheeu cri^s*. that he yaf moeue a man to

Misericoi^de 
hym self for oure gU*. and suifred deeth for Misericorde / 
and forgalf vs oure originale synnes. [809] and therby 
relessed vs fro the peynes of belle, and amenused the 
peynes of Purgatorie by penitence ’and yeut^l^li’ grace 
wel to do / and atte laste the Misse of heueno / [810] The 
speces of Misericorde been. as for to lene and for to 
yeue /. aiW to foryeuen and relesse. and for to han H o’ the specea 

pitee in herte and compassion of the meschi^el* of his 
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euone cristeno. And eek to chastise there as^^^de is / 
[8ii] f Another manere of remedie agayns Anarice / is 
resona-ble largesse / but soi^t^l^l^ly hoere bilioueth tlie con- 
sideracion of t]ie grace Ihcsu crislf and biso 
temporeel goodes / and eek* tbe goodes perdurables
th^lf crist yaf to vs. [812] and to han remembrance / of 
the deeth that he shal receyue. he noot -^l^anne. where. ne 
how’ /. and eek* that he shal forgon al that he hath. 
saue oonly / that he hath despended in goode werkes.

. [813] H But for as muche as som folk been ynmesur-
5 Of fool largesso able. men oughten eschue fool largesse that mon 

clepen wast / [814] H Oei*tes / he that is fool largo ne 
yeuo^h nat his catel / but he' leseth his catel 1|. Soot^l^llf,/ 
what tliy^i^g* that he yeueth for veyne glorie. as to 
Mynstrals and to folk /. for to beren his renoun in the 
w^i^^^ld. he hath synne ther-^:f and noon AJ^messe.
[815] certes he leseth foule his good. that ne seketh 
with the yifte of his good / no thy^i^g* but synne.
[816] li^e is lyk./ to an hors that seketh. rather to drynken
drouy or treubJe water / than for to drynken water the 
elere welle. / [817] And for as muchel as they yeuen. ther 
as they sholde nat yeuen. to hem ape-teneth thilke 
malison / th^^ crist shal yeuen at the day doome / to 
hem / that shullen been dampned (S) (S)

SequiiMr de gula

IF Wliat Qti^iionye is

if Sxinc/na Paulus

[8i8]

A
fter Auarice comth Glotonye / whieh is ■ expires eek* 

aga^n the coi^j^jadce^^e^t; of god H Glotonye / is 
vnmesurable Appe^itf to ete or to drynke / or elles 

to doon ynogfi to tha vnmesurable Appetik and desordeynee 
coue:itise to eten or to drynke. [819] H This synne cor- 
rumped al this' world. as is wel shewed / in the synne of , 
Adam and of Eue H Looke eek / what seith seint Paul of 

Glotonye [820] f Manye seith s^^nt Paul goon / of whicho 
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I liaue ofte seyd to yow. and now I seye it wepyngo / 
that been. the enemys of the croys of Crisif. of 
whiche the ende is deeth. and of whiche / hire wombe is 
hire god and hire glorie / in confusion of hem / that so 
devouren erthely thynges [821] U He that is vsant /to 
this synne of Glotonye / he ne may no synne witlistonde; 
he moot been in seruage of alie vi^ces. for it is the deneles 
hoord / ther he hideth hym and resteth [822] 5[ This Her the speccs 

synne hath manye speces H The firste / is dronkenessc. The firste fi>cco 
that is the horrible sepu^^'tare of mannes resofi. and ther- Glo‘o"ye 

fore / -vlian a man is drO^lren ■ / he hath loss* his resofi. and .
this is deed].y synne [823] H But soolihly. whan that a 
man is nat wofit to' strong drynke. and peraue^'twj’e / ne 
knoweth .nak the strefi-gthe of the drynke. or hath feblesse 
in his heed. or hath trauailed. thurgh which he drynketh 
the moore. al be he spt^^^nly ca'ught wih drynke ' / it is no 
dee(^].y synne / but . venyal [824] 5T The' seconde spece of if The .y.a« specie 
Glotonye is. that the spirit of a 'man / wexeth al trouble. of G'o‘o"^e 

for dronkenesse ' bireueth hym the .discreciofl of his wit
[825] H The thridde -'speee of Glotonye. is whan a man The .sy.ii- spcce 
deuourelih his . m'ete. . and hath no rig^vful manere of etynge o Q “‘o“yo

[826] Il The fourthe is. whan thurgh the grete habuwd- ifThe .iiij.s spece
00 of Glotonye

aunce of his mete. the humours in his . body’'/ been des- 
tempred [827] II The fifthe. is fory^ete^n^^sse by to muchcl ifths .v.» spcce 
drynkynge. for which som1;yme a man foryeteth er the f G'ot’nyc 

morwe. what he dide at euen. or on the nyght biforn
[828] U In ooliher manere been disti^n^it* the speces of / If of othere

' ' m ’ ‘manere specesGlotonye after se^^t Gregorie 5! The firste is. for to ete bi- of ojotonye. 

forn tyme . to ete 5! The seconde is / whan a man get hym. likncd to the .t. 
to deli^caa.* mete . / or diynke [829] 5! The thridde is. whan deweile^st haiiho 

men ta-ken to muche ouer mesure 5! The fourthe is sa»rt«m 
curiositee with greet entente. to maken and apparaillen Greg"r‘“m 

his mote 5! The fifthe is. for to eten to gred^y. [830] Thise 
been / the fyue fyn^gres of the deueles hand. by whiche.
Ve ' draweth Mkk. to synne (g) rSi Ha)
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B^emediu?» contra pecca/um Gulo (JJj
[831] .

A
gayns Glrtonye is the remedie Abstinence, as 

seith Galien, but that holde I nat meritorie, if 
ho do it oo^ly for tbe heele of bis body J|. seint 

August^yn wole / that Abstinence be doon for vertu and 
witb pacience [832] H Abstinence be seith is btel wor^h /. 
butt if a man haue good wil ther-to. and but it be enforced 
by pacience and by cbaritee. and that men doon it for 

godes sake. and in hope to haue the blisse heuene
[833] H The felawes Abstinence / been. Atl^emner-or tiio fbiuwcs

of
■ Attemperawnce awnco that holdeth the meene in aile thynges H Eek
■ siiume
If Sulfisaunoe

shamo. that esc^huetih aUe deshonestee H Suftisance / that 
seke'th no riche metes ne drynkes. ne dooth no fors o^ to 
outrageous apparaiilynge of mete [834] H Mesure also. 
that restreyneth by reson / the deslauee appet^i^lt of etynge 

Sobi'cnesse also. that restreyneth the outrage drynke ||
[835] sparynge also. that restreyneth the deUcajit ese to 
sitte longe at bis mete and softely. wherfore / som folk* 
stonden h^r owene wyl / to eten / at the lasse leyser

H Sequitwr de Luxuria (Jj
[836]
fter Glotonye / thanne coi^1,h lecherie. for thise 
two synnes / been so ny cosyns. that ofte tyme / 
they wol nak departe. [837] god wooro this

synne is fui displesant thyng to god. tfor he seyde hym 
self/ do no lecherie. and therfore / he putte grete peynes 
agayns this synne / in the olde lawe [838] H If wow
man thral / were taken in this synne. she sholde be 
beten with staues to the deeth. And if she were a ge^-til 
wommau / she sholde be slayn with stones. And if she 
were a bisshoppes doghter/ she sholde been brei^^tf by 
goddes co^a]^(^l^t^<3t^f [839] II ffOTther eUer/ by the 
synne of lecherie / god dreynte al the world / at the 
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diluge. And after that he brente .v. Citoes with thondor <reen/ And .v. 
. , , , ‘in Citcosbrent*leyif and sank hem m to helle Mnon

[840] Iffow lat VS speke thanne / of thilke stynkyngo Tor tiwsyi^no of 
Auowtrio synne lecherie thalf men clepe Auowtrie. wedded 

folk /. that is to seyn. if that oon of hem be wedded.
or elles bothe [841] H Seint l^ohn seith that Auowtiers ir Nofawcm- 
ini ‘in/’ ill OP 1 dwmloiiaMHmsliullen been m helle /ma stank brennynge oi fyr and

Brymston [...................g gap in e/iei]^{>orfor ehe
stynk of hire ordure /. [842] Certes / the brekynge 
tliis sacremertf is an -horrible OhIrng^/. it was maked of 
god hym self in paradys and cojnfermed by Ihesu cr^^tf as 
witnesseth seint Mathew in the gospel. A man shal lete HMatre/.19•. 
fader and mooder/ and taken hym to his wif/ And they 
shullen be two in 0 flessh [843] H This sacremen* bitok- 
neth the knytt^j^ge togidre / Cris* and hoo^ly chircho.
[844] And nat oonly that god forbad Auowtrie in dede. 
but eek he comanded that thou sholdest nat coueite thy 
neighebores wyf [845] H In this heeste seith seint 
A^ugustyn. is forboden aile manere coueitise to doon t Soncrun 
lecherie II Lo what seith seint Mathew in the gospel, that 
who so seeth a wom.man to coueitise of his lust /. he hath 
doon lecherie / VPi hire in his herte. [846] Heere may ye 
seen / that nat oonly. the dede of this synne is forboden. 
but eek the desir / to doon that synne / [847] This cursed 
synne anoyeth greuousliche hem that it haunten l And first 
to hire soule. for he obligeth it to syune and to peyne of 
deeth that is perdurable ||. [848] vn-to the body. anoyeth 
it greuou^Iy also for it dreyeth hym. and wasteth. and 
shent hym. alid of his blood he maketh sacrifice to the 
feend of hello, it wasteth his catel and his substaiice.
[849] And certes if it be a foui thyng / a man to waste o Noro 
his catel on wommen. yet is it a fouler* thyng/. whan that 
for swich ordure, wommen dispenden vp-on.men hir catel 
and substance [850] H This synne as seith the p^epheOe 1 proi,i,i<a 
bireueth mftn and womman hir goode fame. and al hire 
honour. and it is fui plesant to the deuel. for thor-by
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•[ Of .V. fj'ngres 
of tlio dcut^^les 
hande

•r Tlo 
iyiigre

The •i.'io 
fynger 5 Silomon

The .iij.** 
fynger

The 
fyngcr

How thisc olde 
lecchours / been 
likned to 
boundes

^Nota

How a man 
sholde louen his

wynn^c^th he. the mooste partie ot this Aor^c? ||. 
[851] And right as a Marchant/ deliteth hym mofosSt 
in ’ chaffare / that he hath moost auantage of // right 
so deliteth the fend in this ordure.
, [852] this is that ootiher hand of the deuel / with .v.

fyngres to cacche the peple to his vileynye [853] f The 
firste fynger / is the fool lookynge of the fool womman. 
and of the fool man. that sleeth / right as the Ba.silicol^ 
sleoth foll* by the venym of his sighte. for the coueitise 
of eyen / folwoth the coueitise' of the berte [854] The 
seconde fyngcr / is the vileyns touehynge in wikkede 
manere. ' And ther-fore seith Salomon. / That who so 
touoheth and , haiidleth a womman. he fareth lyk hym 
that handleth the Scorpion fat styngeth and sod<^;ynily 
sleeth / thurgh his enuenymynge. as who so toucheth 
warn pych. it she:^if hise fyngres [855} H The thridde. is 
foule wordes. that fareth lyk fyr. that right anon / 
hrennoth the berte [856] H The fourthe fynger / is the 
kissyngo. and trewely / he were 'a greet fool that wolde 
kisse the mouth of a hrennynge Ouene / or a fourneys. 
[857] And moore fooles been they that kissen in vileynye. ■ 
for that mouth / is the mouth of helle. and namely thise ■ 
olde dotardes holours. yet wol they kisse / though 
they may nat do and smatre hem [858] Certes / they ' 
been lyk to houndes. for an hound / whan he comlih by 
the Eoser / or by othere heautees. though he may nat ' 
pisse. yet wole he heue vp his leg / and make a con- 
tenance to pisse [859] And for that many man weneth. 
that he ma;y nat synne. for no likerousnesse that he dooth 
with his wyf/./ Certes that opiniom is fals. god woolf. a 
man may sleen hym self/ with his owene knyf / and make 
hym selnen dronkeh his owene tonne ||. {860] Certes 
he it be it child / or any w^^^d^y thyng/ that he 
loueth hiforn god. it is his ma'wi^^if and he is an ydolastre 
[86i] H Man sholde louen his wyf^/ by discrecion 
paciei^^ly and atempreily. and thanne is she. as though it 
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were hi^s^uster [862] IT The fifths’fynger of the deueles 1f The v« lynger 
lianCis the stynkynge dede of leccherie [863] 11 Certes the .v. haude'*'"''^'”'’ 
fyngres Glotonie the feend put in the womhe of a man. 
and with hise .v. fyngres of leoherie. he gripeth hym hy 
the reynes / for to throwen hym in to the fourneys of 
helle. [ 864] ther as they shul han the fyr and the wonncs 
that euej’e shul fasten, and wepynge and wailynge / 
sharpe hunger and thursf. ' and grymnesse of deueles / 
that shuUen al to-trede hem with-outen respi* and with- 
ou-te-^i'ende [865] H Of lecche:rie / as .I seyde / sourden TOfdiu«,»o 
diuerse speoes As ffornicacion / that is hitwixe mau lEieVrio 
and wowman / thalf been nat maried. and this is deedly 
synne and agayns nature. [866] Al that is enemy and 
destruccion to nature. is agayns nature [867] Parfay / tho 
resofi of a man / teileth eek hym wel / that it is deei^^y 
synne. for as muche. as god forbad leccherie. And seint 
Paul yeue}} hem the regne that nys dewe to no wiglih.
but to hem that doon deedly synne [868] Aifot^her synne ir otthe fynno. 
of leccherie. is to hireue a maydeu lur maydenh^ede. maydtin/oiniir 
for ho that so dooth. / certes / he ca^lte'th a mayden / out 
of the hyeste degree that is in this present lif. [869] and 
hireue}, liire thilke precious fruy* that the book clepeth 
the hundred ■ fru;^if I ne kan seye it noon oother weyes in 
englissh. but in latyn / it highte Centesimas fructus
[870] H Certes / he that so dooth. is cause of manye 
damages and vUeynyes / mo than any man kan rekene. 
right as he som tyme is cause alle damages that beestes 
don in the feeld. that breketh the hegge or the closure. 
thurgh which he destroyeth. that may nat been restoored.
[871] H Tfor ceirtes / namoore may maydenhede be re- 
stoored. than an Arm that is smyten fro the body may 
retourne agayn to wexe../ [872] She may haue me;rcy this 
woot I wel. if she dd' penitence. but neuere s^u^l-’it 
be / that she nas corrupt' [873] I And af be it so that I 
haue spolstn somwlhat of Auowtrio. it is good to shewen mo 
perils that longen to Auewt^^^e. fur to osc^iue that foule
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I synne [874] Auo'wtrie in latyn is for to seyn. Appgechynge 
Q)e]l.er mannes bed. thurgB which / tho that -^l^h^om 

woron 0 flessb abawndone hir bodyes to othere polsenos 
[875] K Of tliis synne / as seith the wise man folwcn 
manye harmes H fS^^ff brekynge of feith. and certes. in 
foitll is the keye Cristondem. [876] and whan that 
feith is broken and lorn. seo1^^]^;y Cristendom stant 
voyn and with-outen fruyt! [877] H This synne is eek' a 
tlicfte. for thefte goi^i^i^i^ll^y is for to reuo a v^ijjRf his thyng 
agayns his wille [878] U Certes / this is the fouleste thefte 
that may be. whan a womman / stoleth hir body from 
liir housbonde and yeueth it to liire holour to defoulen 
hh^./ and steleth hir souie fro Crist / and yeueth if to 
the deuel. [879] this is a fouler thefte. than for to breke a 
chirche and stele the chalice ||. for thise Auowticrs 
brokou the temple of god spiii' ’̂tua^lly and stolou the vesscl 

grace. that is the body and the soule. for which Crist 
H sasci^i^B Paulos slial destro^ou hem. as seith Seiiit Paul [880] U Soo^lily

Nfa d$ 
loscplio

of this thefte douted g^'Ctly l^osepfi. whan that his lordes 
wyf preyed hym of vUeynye. whan ho scyde. lo my lady, 
how my lord hath take to me vnder my warde al that ho 
hath in this woi?ld. ne no thyng of hise thynges is o^ff of 
my power/ but oo:nly / ye that been his wyf. [88i] And 
how sholde I thanne do this wikkednesse and synne so 
horrible agayns god / and agayns my lord ? god it forbeedo. 
Allas al to litel. is swich trouthe now y-founde [882] H The 
thridde harm. is the filthe / thurgh which they broken 
the comandemi^i^'t of god. and defoulen the Actour o^ 
matrimoyne fat is Cristo/. [883] Ifoo- certes / in so muche 
as the sacrement of mariage is so noble and so digne. so 
muche is it gretter synne for to breken if. for god 
made mariage in Pj^ira^dys in the esta^i; of Inneconco to 
multiplyo man kynde to the seruice of god. [884] and 
therfore. is the brekynge moore greuous. of which 
brokyngo comen false heires ofte tyme that wrongfully 
ocupien felkos heritages. And therfore / wol Crist putte 
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hem out ot the regne of heuene that is heritage to goode 
folk [885] H Of tills hrekynge comth eek ofte tyme. that 
folk vnwar / wedden or synnen with hire owene kynrede. 
and nanK^l.y / thilke harlottes that haunten bordels of thisc 
fool wommen. that mowe he likned to a coirrimme gonge 
where as men purgen hire ordure [886] f What seye we 
eek of Pu1^(^ui-s fat lyuen by the horrible synne of putrie. K of puiouts

, -1 1 lyuen / by thoand co^^re^ne wommen to yelden to hem a ce^teyn rente puury© o 
of hire bodi^^ly puterie. ye somtyme bis owene wyf/ or
his- child. as doon this bawdes / certes / thiso been cuvsede 
sywnes [887] H Vr^derstoond eek / that Auowtrie is set 
gladly in the ten comandementz bitwixe thefte and man- 
slaughtre. for it is / the gretteste thefte that ma;y be. for it 
is thefte of bod^ and of soule. [888] and it is lyk to 
homycide. for it keructh atwo and brclceth atwo / hem / 
that first were makcd 0 flossR. and thorfore / by the olde 
lawe god they shoJlde bo slayn. [889] but nathelels by 
the lawe of Ihesu cri.sk that is lawe of pitee. whan ho 
seyde to the ^womman that was foundcn in Auowtrie.

’ and sholde han been slayn with stones. aftcr the wy^l of the 
l^^w^es as was hir lawe. Go quod I^uou crisk and haue na- 
moore wyl to synne. or wille namoore to do synno || 
[890] Soo^^hly / the v^engeance of Auowteie is awardul 
to the peynes of heUe but if so be / that it be dcstourbod 
by penitcnce [891] Yet been ther mo specos of this cursed 
symie. as whan that oon of hem is religicus. or eUes botbe. i or R^•lisicr(> 

and crll•ld folk/ 
or folk / tnat been entrod rn-to ordre. as sn‘bdeknc th«at vani

, . , I _ , lecchcryoor preesk or hospitalrers. and euere the hyer that 
he is in ordre. the gretter is the synno [892] H The 
thynges that gret^^ly agreggen hire synne. is the brekynge 

hire Auow of chastitee. whan they receyued the ordre ||.
[893] And forther ouer soo^h is that hyoly ordre. is chiek 
of al the tresorie of god. and his especial signe and marlj 
of chastitee. to shewe that they been roynefl to chastitee 
which that^rs moost pr^lcrons lyf that is /. [894] And 
thise ordred fo^U* been spreci^i^lly titled to god / and of the 
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special meignee of god. for which / whan th^^ doon deed^^y 
synne. tliey been / the speciial traytours of god and cf bis 
pcple. for they lyuen of the peple |[. [.............................

Nofate & 
cauetd

. no gap in the. [895] Preestes been Aungeles. as- by
HSaiiciua Paulus the dignitee of hir mysterye /. but for sothe / seint Paul 

seith /. that Sathanas tmnsformeth hym in an Aungel 
light. / [896] So^^hly / the prees^Hf thalf haunteth. deedly 
synne. he may be likned to the Aungel of- 
trnsnsformed in the Auugel of light /. he semeth Aungel 
of ligh*. but for sothe / he is Aungel of derknesse 

[MrfBelle] [897] H swiche preestes been the sones of ^Helie. as 
\ Jn libro Regum showeth in the book of I^ynges. that they tveren the 

sones of Beiiah that is the deuel [898] Belial is to seyn /■
witt^-c^uiien l^uge. and so faren they / hem thynketh 
they been free and han no l^uge. namoore than hath a free 
hole that taketh / which Cow that hym liketh in the 
town. [899] so faren they by wo?wmen. / ffor right as a 
free hole. is ynough for al a toun. right so is a -vii^lked 
preei^sf crnrupcion ynough for al a parisshe. or for al a 
contree |. [900] - I'l^^se preestes a^ s^^th the book / ne 
konne nat the mysterie of preesthode to the pepile. ne god 
ne knowe they - nOf. they ne holde hem nat apayd as seith 
the bcck* of soden flessh that was to hem offred / but they 
tooke by force / the flessh that is rawe [961} H Certes / so 
thise shrewes / ne holden hem nat apayed of roosted flessh 
and sode flessh. with which the peple / fedden hem in 
greet reuerence. but they wole haue raw flessh of folkes 
wyues and hir doghtres. / [902] And c^es I thise 
wowmen that ccnse:nten to hire harlotrie / - doon greet 
w]^cng* to Crieff and to hooly chirche - / and alle halwes. and 
to alle soules. for they bireuen alle thise. - hym that sholde 
worshipe and hody chirche And preye for cristene
soules ||. [903] And therfore han swiche preestes and hire 
leinmanes eek* that consenten to hir leccherie- the - malison. 
of al the coolrt cristiene. til they come to amendement 
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[904] The«f^l^]^iid^(ie spece of Auowtrie / is som tyme bitwV^^o f of Anoi^tric / 
bitwixe a man 

a man ani ms w5yf ani th^t is whan they take no reward ani his wyf/ 
in bire assembiynge. but oo^ly to hire fles^^^ly deiit /. as 
seitb sein^l* ler^ome. [905] And ne rekken no thj^n^g* but H ieionim»» 
that they been assembled, by cause that tbey been maried 
al is good ynougfi as tbynketb to hem. [906] but in swich 
folk' hath the deuel power / as seyde the Aungel Raphael IT Angcias

, Raplinel ad
tp Thobie. for in hire a^embJlynge / they putten Iliesu Thobiam 
cr^^lf ont o' hire herte. and yeuen hem sell* to aile ordure 
[907] The fourthe spece is. the assemb^lee of hem that been T onii.oasiom- 

1 z»-i ^11 hem/hi^e kyn^i^ede. or hem / that been of oo;h afliynyt^ee. or tha/ been of o 
elles with hem with whiche hir fadres / or hir kynrede / 
han deled in the synne lecherie / this synne / maketh 
hem lyk to houndes that taken no kepe to kynr^ede U or tj-nrede in

-I’* fl maiie-ee? /[908J il And certes parentele is in two maneree / outher oother goostiy / 
goosl^ly or f^ei^i^^y /. / as for to deelen with hise
goisibbes. [909] for right so as he that engendreth a child / 
is his f^e^sJ^ly fader / right so is his goifaier / bis fader 
espiritueel. for which / a womman may in no lasse synne 
assemblen with hire godsib / than with hire owene flesshly 
brother [910] The fifthe spece. is thilke abhomyhable ir The.v«. tpecho 
synne. of which / that no man vhnethe oghte speke ne 
Write. nathelees / it is openly reherced in holy writ || 
[9 ii] This^hu^^^i^h^esse doon men and wommen in diuerse 
ehtehte and in diuerse mahere. but though that hooly wri^ 
speke of horrible synne. certes / ho^^y wi’^lt may nat been 
defouled. hamoore / than the sohhe that! shyneth on the
Mixne [912] Another synne ap^J•teheth to lec^^erie that Tof the synne of 
com^) in slepynge. and this synne com^eth ofte / to hem 
that heen maydens ' / and eek/ to hem that been cra^^up^. 
and this synne men clepen Polucioh that corath in .iij. 
manges ||. [913] Somtyme / of langwissyAge body / for 
the humowrs heeh to ranke / and hahu:^l^^^^]^lt m the body ' 
of man il Somtyme of infehh^etae. for the fieblesse the
vertu ret^tiniif# as phisik maketh mencion H som tyme for 
surfe^H of mete and drynke [914] f And som'tyme / of
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vileyns thoghtes. that been enclosed in manner mynde / 
whan he gool;h to slepe. which may nat been with-oute 
synne. for which men moste kepen hem wisely, or olios / 
may men synnen ful greoiusjly

Eemedium conti-» peccai^Mm luxurie fij)
J915]
Ow comth the remedie agayns leecherie. and that 
is gei^i^ir^lly Chastitee and Continence, that re

streyneth alie / the desordeynee moeuynges / that comen 
of flesi^l^ly talentes. [916] And enere / the gretter merits 
shal he han. that moost restreyneth the wikkede esc^haw- 

f O' chastitee in fynges of the ordme of this synne. and this is in two 
two maneres

What matri- 
moyne is

maneres. that is to seyn / chastitee in mariage and chastitee 
of widwehode [917] NOw shallow -vnlerstoude that 
matrimoyne / is leefful asse^b^lynge of man And of 
womman / that receyuen by vertu of the sacremenk the- 
boond. thurgfi which they may nat be departed in al hir 
lyJP that is to seyn. whil that they lyuen bothe 
[918] This as seith the book/ is a ful greet sacremenk. 
god maked ik. as I haue seyd in Paradys. and wolde hym 
se^lf. be boim in mariage. [919] and for to halwen mariage. 
he was at a weddynge. where as he turned water in to 
wyn. which was / the firste miracle that he wroghte in 

If Of trewe effect/ erthe biforn hise disciples [920] U Trewe effeck of 
mariage / clenseth fomi^eacion and replenysseth hooly 
chirche of good lynage. for that is the ende of mariage. 
and it chaungeth deedly synne in to venial synne / bitwixe 
hem that been ywedded. and maketh the hertes al oon / 
of hem that been ywedded. as wel as the bodies.
[921] veeray mariage. tt^at was eetitbliised by 
god. er that synne yiean. whan nyturddl Iswo / w^as! in aie 

‘ aieht poynk in Prirdys and it was ordeyndd. that 0 man /
taoldd haue but o womman. and 0. womman but 0 man. 
yt teita Sei^it Augusltyn by manye resofls ,

[922] flfrit ffr matia^r^e i s fifaerad / /^^^t^aa^e Criak aa^d 
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lioly chircke. And tliat ootlier is ’for a man / is heued of 
a, woiinnan, itiigate, / by ordinaunce it sholde be so.
[923] fl'or if a Avoonimn / hac^i^e no nmn tl:^an oon. tlianin^ 
sbolde sbe baue / nioo houedes tlian oon. and tliat nv^l?e an 
horrible thJOg* biforn god. and eek / a nv^>onl>ln / no 
fn}■glfte nat plese to many folk / at nnnes. / And also / 
ther ne sliolde neuere be pees ne reste amonges hem. for 
euerich / Wolde / axen bis owoiio tbjmg [924] And 
forther ouer / no man ne sbolde knowe / bis owene cn- 
gendrure. ne who sbiolde haue bis aeritago. and tlie 
womman sbolde boen the lasse ailouod / fro tbe tyme tbat 
sbe were / conin^nt to many men

[925] I^Ow comtb / how tbat a man sanldo bere bym ifHowaman
, 11.. /»/•» ■» 1 1. 8aoieo aoro alluWith bis wif / and namely in two taJmgos. tbat is to witu hu wyn 

seyn / in suffranee and rouorenco as saowed Crist^. 
wban be made first womman. [926] ffor he ne made bire 
nOf of the heued of Adam, for sbe sa.oldo nat clayme to 
g^eet lordshfpo [927] for tber as tbe woniman hath the 
maistrie / sbe maketh to muebe de^i:^^ / taer noeen none 
ensamples of this. the oxporfenco of day by day 
oghte suffise [928] 11 Also coi’Ios / god ne made nat 
womman the foot of Adam / for sbe ne saoldo nat Ioou 
holdon to lowe. for sbe kan nat pacii^i^'Hy suflre. but god 
made womman of the ryb Adam. for womman sanlde 
be felawe vn-to man [929] Man saolde Ioi-o bym to bis 
wylf In feith / in troutao / and in loue / as se-ith seint H sancfus 
Paul. tbat a man .sllolde louen bis wyf / as Crist loued 
hooly cbirche /. taal loued it so wel / tbat he deyde for if. 
so saoldo a man for bis wy[t] if it were nede

[930] H l^(^no / bow tbat a womman / slloldo be subg^tf i^Howa 
ii’-Liii 11 T-^ /V . T womman I sholeoto hire housaondo that tolleth seint Peter. f^ri^tt in Oaodi^-oeulll,;ctlollir 
enee [931] H And eek / as sefth the decree’. A womman that srO)00lK:nPelra^i« 
is wyf / as longe as sbe is a wyf / sbe hatb noo:n^ 
Auctorfloe to swere ne bere witnosso / wfth-nutn leue of 
hir hnusbonde. tbat is hire lord / algate / he .sbolde be so 
by resofi [932] H Sbe sholde eek/ seruen hym in alle
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No^a secan- 
dnm sanQ'tam 
leronimum

5 Sancins 
Uregorins

5 How a w;yf 
sholde be mesar* 
able in tookynge
6 in b^rynge&ct(era

If How a man & 
bis wyf/ mowen 
assemblen 
flesshily foii .rij, 
tltynges

In decreto

honestee. and .been attempree of Lire array /. I^woi^of wel^/ 
that they sholde setten hire entente to plesen hir hous
bondes but naif by^bire que;yntise array [933] f Seint
l^ei^ome se:rth / that wyues / tbat been apparailled in silk/ and 
in precious purpre. ne mowe nat clotben bem in Ihesu 
Cristo. / Wbat se:ith seint l^oOn eek / in thys mat^e^r^ell 
[934] Seint Gregorie eek seitb. tbat no wig^tf seketh 
precious array. but oonly for veyne glorie / to been 
bonoured tbe moore / biforn the peple ||. [935] It is a greet 
folye /. a wowm^an to baue a fair array outward / and in 
bir se^^ / fou^ inwa:Id [936] H A wyf / sbolde eek be 
mesuIahle in lookynge and in berynge and in lawgbynge / 
and discreeP in alle bire wordes / and hire dedes. [937] and 
abouen aile worldly tbyn^^ sbe sbolde louen bire bousbonde 
witb al bire berte. and to bym / be trewe bir body
[938] 51 so sbolde an bousbonde eek* be to bis /. 
ifor sitb tbat/ al tbe body / is tbe houshondes. so sbolde 
bire berte been. or elles / tber is bitwixe bem two. as in 
thaP no parfit mariage [939] Tbanne sbal men vnder
stonde. that for thre thynges / a man and bis fiess^^^y
mowen assemble 1| H The firste. is in entente of engen- 
drare of children. to the seruiee of god. ilor certes / tbat is 
the cause final of matrimoyne [940] 51 Another cause is. to 
yelden euerich of hem to oo'ther / the dette bire bodies. 
ifor neither of hem / hath power ouer bis owene body / 
51 The tbridde is. for to eschewe leccherye and vileynyo 
51 The ferthe / is for sothe deei^ly synne [941] As to the 
^^nste / it is me;Iitorie /. the seconde also / for as seitb the 
decree. that sbe bath [me'Tite of chastitee] fat yeldeth to 
bire bousbonde tbe dette of hir body. ye though it be 
aga^yn hir likynge and the lust of bire berte [942] 51 The 
tbridde manere is venyal synne. and trew^^y scai?sly may 

’ tber any [o:f] thise be wit^Zi-oute venial synne / for the
corrupcion) and for the delit / [943J 51 Tbe fourthe 
manere is for to vnderstonde. if tbey assemble ooi^ly for 
umoIous loue / and for noon of the foreseyde causes. but
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for to aopi^r^j^lice thilke' brennynge delit / they rekke 
neuere how ofte. so^ithly it is deedly synne. and yet wt/t 
sorwe somme folk wol peynen hem. moore to doon / than 
th hire appetit suHiseth

[944] The seconde manere of cha.stitee / is for to heen frrrd^iatitMiB 
a dene wyde^we amZ eschue the embracynges ma^i wydweueite
and desiren the embracynge Ihesu cris*. [945] thise 
been tho fat han been wyues and han forgoon hire hous
bondes. and eek wommen feet han doon leccherie and been 
i^el^eeued by Penitence [946] And ce?-tes. if pat a
koude kepen hire al chioa^lf by licence ole hir housbdnde so 
pit she yeue neuere noon occaision pxt he agilte. it 
ivere to hire a greet merite [947] H Thise manere 
wommen pat obseruen chastitee [.......................................
................... - . . . no aap- in, the ] in l^lc^thnge® 
aiul in clntenaflce / & been abistinent in etynge. and 
drynkynge. in spekynge / and in dede. they been the 
vessel / or the boyste of the bUssed Magdelene / pet 
fne^Ueth hooly chirche good odour [946] The thridde t ofrlli!^tilt<>iI•. . virgiuitjeinanere chastitee is virginities, and it bihoueth pit she
be hody in herte and clene of body / thanne is she 
spense to Ihesu cris* and she is the lyf Angeles. 
[949] she is the preisynge this world. and she is as 
thise ma^irs in egalitee. she hath in hire. that tonge may 
nat teile ne herte thynke ||. [950] Virgiiutee haar oure lord 
Ihesu cn’sf and virgine was hym seine

[951] Another remedie agayns leccherie. is spec^e^^y /dOfiltiio^ 
to withdrawen s-wiche thynges / as yeue occ^ion to th.ilko lerhtOlyo^"'' 
viloynh^o. as ese. othnge and drynkhngo / for c^tes / whan 
the potf boyleth strongly /. the beste remedie is to with- 
drawe the fyr [952] H Slepynge. longe in greet quiete. 
is eek a greel; notice to leccherie •

[953] Another remedie agayns leccherie. is / fat sf Ailttor
- . • «. 1 1 rcmedio agayiMman or a wowman eschue the compalgnho hem by lerrtr^.

whiche he Aouteth to be tempted. for al be it so fat the 
dede is withstonden. yet is ther greet temptacioa |j.

ELLESMKKE 667 (6-T. 671)

    
 



UNoOa

673 SIX-TEXT
CC8 Qioup I, § 2. i’arson’s tale. EUesme;^e MS!^, 
[954] Sootlily. a wliit wal. al-though it ne bregne noght 
fully by stikynge of a candele. yet is tlie wal blak of the 
leyk. [955] n fful ofte tyme I rede. fat no man truste in 
his owene perfeecion but he be stronger than Sampf^oii). & 
hoolier than Danyel. & wiser thaw Salomon

[956] H Noav after ]j«t I haue declared, yow as I kan 
the seuene deedly synnes and soi^rne of hire brduwches and 
hire remedies soot^^^lly if .1. koude .1, wolde telle yow the 
ten comandementz. [957] but so heigh a dod^^^nne I Icte to 
diuiues. nathelees I hope to god. they been touched in this 
tretice euerich of hem alle

[' SequiMr secuuda pars Penitencie (5

What synne is,
8‘’eMn<Zzim
Auw>:iimin»

lemoonfUm 
mors iiitj'oui^/ 
per fenestras

< Of tliynges pat 
ngreggeth sypne, 
nnd tliefirsteis 
this

< Tlie .ij *•« 
ci>'eiims^..ttnc6

The .iij'’® 
ch'vuuisUiuuce

Ow for as muche. as the second partie-of Penitence. 
stank in Confession of mou^h / as I bigan in the 
firste Chapitre / I seye. seint Augustyn sei-th 

[959] Synne. is eueiry word and euery dede. and al f«t
men eoueiten agayn the lawe of Ihesu crisk. and this is 
for to synne. in herte. in mouth. and in dede by thy fine 
wittes. that been. sighte. herytlge. smellynge. tastynge / 
or sauonrynge. and feelyng^i [960] Now is it good to 
vnderstonde that^. fat agi’eggelih muchO^l bjuei’y synne 
[961] H Thow sha^ considere / what thow art fat do^st 
the synne / wheither thou be male or femele. yong/ or 
oold. ge;^'til or thral. free / or seruank. bool / or syk*. 
wedded or sengle. ordred / or vnordred. wys or / fool. 
clerk / or seculeer. [962] if she be of thy kynrede / bodily 
or goo^f^^ly or noon / if any of thy kyni^ede haue synned 
witit, hire or noon /. and manye mo thinges

[963] H Another circuwsf^auBce is this. wheither it be 
doon in ■ fornicacien or in Auowtrie or noon / Incej^tt or 
noon / mayden or noon. in manere of- homicide / or noon. 
horrible grete’’synnes / or sniale. and how longe thou ha^t 
continued in synne [964] The thridde circiywstance / is 
the place / ther thou hast do synne. wheither in oother, 
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mciiiies h^us / or in thyn owene. in feeld or in chirche / 
or in cliLi^lliihawe. in cliirclie dedica^t / or noon. 
[965} for if the chirche he halwed. and man or womman 
spUle his kynde in with that place hy wey of synne or hy 
•^ii^lred temptacioif / the chirche is entredited [. . . .
 'Tw gap ‘in M MS[\ [666] dnh the 
preest fat dide swdch a vileynyt. to terme of al his Uf/ he 
sholde namoore synge masse, and if he dide. he sholde 
doon deed^ly synne / at eue:ry time fat he so songe masse / 
[967] The fourthe circumstance is. by whiche mediat-1 Tht..«J.•

/ _ , . _ , f, .. . r. circum81^a»nctours / or by wJ^iciie messagers / as tor tntictm^t^lr or lor 
cowstnttme^* to bere compaignye with felaweshipe. for 
many a wrecche for to here coTOpai;gnyt shal go to the 
deuel helle. [968] wher-fore / they fat eggen or cow- 
senten to the synne / httn parteners the synne / and 
of the temptaciofl of the synner«.

[969] The i^fthe circuTOstaflct. is / how manye tymes H The .v.«
!/•/.. n-1. 1? t T circumstattncepat ne nath synned j if it be m lus niynde / and how oite 

J^at he hath falle. [970] for he fat ofte falleth in synne. 
he desssiseth the mercy god and eucreesse’th hys synne
and is Ynkynde to and he vrexeth the moore fieble
to withst^oBde synne and synneth the meert lightly / 
[971] a'nd the latter ariseth / and is the moore eschew for 
to shryuen hym / name^ly / to hym fat is his Con- 
fessour / [972] ffor -vldch that folk / whan they falle aga;yn 
in hir olde folies. outher they forleten hir olde conJtaseu^s 
al outrely. or elles they departen hir shrii^^ in diucrae 
places, but soot^^^^Iy / swich departed shi^ifU dtstr^tth no 
mercy of god of hise synnes [973] II The sixte circuzn- t^Thevj.• 
stance / is why fat a man synneth as by temptacieS 
and if hym self procure thilke teTOptacieii / or by the ex- 
citynge of eother folld. or if he synne wrth a womman by 
force / or by hir« owene assenk. [974] or if the womman 
maugree hir hed hath been afferctd oik neen / tins 
shal she tellt, ffei coueitise ' / , or for poutitt. and 
if it was hire pi•ecuryngt or noon / and swiche manert
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barneys [97S] f The seuenthe circuwstaiice / j^/ in what 
manere he hath doon his synne / or hoW ])ati she hath 
suiTed fat folk han doon to hire. [976] And the same shal 
the man teUe pleyn^y with alle circnwstances. and wheitheir 
he hath synned with, camwnm bordel wommen or noon. 
[977] or doon his synne in hooly tymes or noon, in fast- , 
ynge tymes or noon. or biforn his slirifte. or after his latter 
shrifte. [978} and hath pe auenture / broken ther-fore his 
penance enioyned. by whos helps and whos conseil. by 
sorceerie or al moste be toold [979] If Alle thise
thynges. after fat they been grete or smale engreggen the 
conscience o^’ man. And eek the preee^tf fat is 
thy l^uge may the bettre been auysed of his l^uggemf^e^ff in 
yeuynge of thy penance and that is after thy eozdricion || 
[980] ffmr vnderstond wel fat after tyme fat a man 
hath defouled his baptesme by synne. if he wole come to 
isaluacioiin. ther is noon other wey / but by penitence / and 
shrifte and satisfacciown [981] awd namely by the two 
if ther be a confesseur / to which he may shriuen hym / 
and the thridde if he haue lyf to parfowmen it

[98a] Thanne shal man looke and considere / fat if he 
wole maken a trewe and a profitable corzeessiown th^^ 
moste be .iiij. condicions [983] II ffirsf it moot been in 
sorweful bitternesse of berte. as seyde the kyng Ezechiel to 
god /. I wol remembre me alle the yeres o^ my lif in 
bitternesse of myn herte /. [984] this condiciofi of bitter
nesse hath fyue signes If The firste is / fat cowfession 
moste be shamefast?. nat for to couere ne hyden his synne / 
for he hath agilt his god and. defouled his soule /.
[985] And ther-of se^tth seint Augustyn II the herte 
trauadleth for shame of his synne / and for he hath gre^t 
shamefastnesse / he^ is digne to haue greet merc^ of god
[986] H Swich was the co^zfession of the Puphean fat
wolde nat heuen vp hise eyen to heuene / for he hadde 
offended god of heuene / for which sbamef^g^f^i^isi^i^e/ he . 
hadde anon the mez-cy god [987] H And ther-of seithELLESMERE 070 (S-T. 074) pieaCSSi]
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seint Augustyn /. that swich shamefa^t folk / been ne:xt 
fory^euen^esse and remissiofi [988] Another signe / is TOfhumj-ntee 
humylitee in cozffsss^ioTo. which s^^th s^^^t Peter /
Hambleth yow vnder the myght god. the hond of god
is royghty in co«fessioi3. for ther-hy / god foryeueth thee 
thy synnes. for he alione hath the power / [989] & this 
humylitee shal heen in herte and in signe outward, for 
rigfit as he hath bomylitff to god in his herte ? right so 
sholde he huMihle his hod.y outward to the preest/ pat sit 
in goddes place. [990] ifor which in no mauere sith pat 
crtsi is soue^e;yn and the preest meene and hi-
twixe crist and the synnere. and the synnere is the laste. 
hy wey resofi [991] tha^wne sboidf nat the synnere sitte 
as heighe as his cowfessour/ hut knele hiforn hym / or at 
his fee^l* hut if maladie destourhe it /. ffo:r he shal nat taken

■ kepe. who sit there / hut in whos place pat he sitteth |(. 
[992] A man fat hath trespased to a lord and co]^'tb for to 
axe me^'c^ and maken his accoirS. and s^^ him doun anon 
hy the lord / men woHe holden hym ootra!gfius a?id nat 
worthy so soone for to haue remission ne m^cy [993] H The 
thridde signe is. how thy sh:^'^l^tf sbildf he ful teeris if T how n mIlnIlf>
man ma;y / and if man may nat wepe with hise hodily eyen / au of teorii 
lat hym wepe in herte /. [994] Swich was the confession T Noia do cm- 

n ♦ITI. I 1 1 -rs sawciiof se^n^ F^t^^iy lor after ne nadde forsake I^fso c^^t^/ Peti/ 
he wente and weepe fui hitterly [995] II The fourthe y Hwa man
Signe is / ne ne lette nat for shame to shewen for Biiameto 
his coiafession [996] H swich was the cowfession of the fCwTitn 

Mag^^lene / fat ne spaced for no shame of hem fat weren 
atte fe^te for to go to oure lord Ihesu crista/ and biknonf 
to hym hire synnes [997] H The fifthe signe is / that a man yHowaman

_ - . , 8hiliie hcen
or a wowman he to rfceyofn. the pfnaonce pat ibe^s^tont to
hym is en^o^ned for hise sy^^^s. for certes I^^ c?ist for for hisc eyunes 
the giltes a man / was obfdifnt to the dee^h •

FooSl H The seconde cojordicio^l ver^^^ cin^fe^^^on / ^Howconfes-. J L ^aiown gholao heen
IS / ^^t it he h^^^^y doon. for certes / if a ma?^ hadde a lu^tii^ doon for

* s . diuflrw causes,
dee^^y woondf euere the lenger fdt he taried to warisshe
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hym self / the moore wolde it coi’rupty and hasty hym to 
his deeth and yyk the wounde / wolde "e the wors for to 
hyyly. [999] H And right / so fareth synne / fat longe 
ty^me is in a man ynshewed [1000] H Certes u man oghte 
has^ijly shewen hise synnea for manye causes, as for drede 
of deeth fat comet:'h ofte sode^'ly. and no ce7*teyn AVhifc 
tyme it shal he /ne in what place, and eek* the drecchynge 
of o synne drawef In anoliher / [1001] and eeki the ienger 
J^at he tarieth / the ferth^j>he is fro crist* CAnd if he abide . 
to his laste day / sc^ir^^ly may he shryuen hym / or re
membre hym oJ hise synnes / or repenten hym / for the 
gi-^ieous malud:te■<^:^ his deeth [1002] and for as Inuche as 
he ne hath nat in his lyf herkned Ihesu crist* whanne he 
hath spoken. he shal crie to Ihesu cris* at his laste 
day / and sc^i's^ly xwo^l he herkne hym [1003] H And 
vndei^stomA / that thifs condicien moste han foure thynges 
C Thi shrift/ moste be, pM'/'uey’ed bifore and uuysed. 
for 'viliked haste dooth no profit/ and fat a man konne 
shryue hym of hise synnes / be it of pride or o* Enuye and 
so forth oJ the speces and circuv^stunces. [1004] and ^t; 
he haue co^mipryhended in hys mynde the nombre and the 
greetnesse of hise synnes. and how longe fat he hath leyn 
in synne. [ 1005] and eek/ fat he be cozd^rit of hise synnes. 
and in stidefast ptzrpos by the grace of god neuere efti to 
falle in synne, and eek/ fat he drede and co■^:ntrewuite 
hym ssll’ /fat he tie the occasions o^ synne to whiche he 
is enolyncd [1006] H Also j thou shalt shryue thee o^ aile 
thy synnes to o man / and nat a parcel to 0 man and 
u parcel to another /. that is to vnderstonde in entente / 
to departe thy confession / as for shame or drede. for it 
nys but stranglynge of thy soule /. [1007] ihio certes Ihasu 
crist is entierly al^ good in hym nys noon inperfecoiofi. and 
jtherJore / outher he foryeueth al par^tily-/ or neue^ a 
deel [1008] C I seye natt fat if thow he assigned to the 
Penitatioer for cez’tein synne. fat thow art bounde to 
shewen hym al the remn^ratitt of thy synnes. oJ whiehe
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tliow hasj^be shryuea to tliy curai^tf, but if it like to thee 
of thyn humylitee /. this is no depai'tynge of shrifte. 
[ 1009] ne I seye natf tber as I speke diuision of confes- 
siofl / fat if thou haue licence for to shryue thee to a discreet* 
and an honeste preest / where thee liketll and by licence 
of thy curaatf. that thow ne mayst wel shryue thee to him 
of alle thy synnes. [1010] but lat no biotte be bihynde / 
latin^o synne been vntoold / as fer as thow hast remem- 
brauwce. [loii] and whan thou shalt be shryuen to thy 
curaatf. telle liym eellf alle the synnes pat thow hast doon / 
syn thou were last yshryuen / this is no wikked entente of 
diuision shrifte

[1012] H Also the veir’ay shrifte axeth certeine cor^-ir Hoora mnn 
Qii^i.ons / TT Jat tnow snryue thee by thy free wil him by iim trc
noght cows^t^ireyned. ne for shame of folk/; ne for maladie. rtreyned'' 
ne swiche thynges. for it is reson fat he ptt trespasseth 
by bis free wyl. that by his free wyl / he confesse his •
trespas. [1013] and pit noon oother man teile his synne 
but he hym seif, ne he shal nat nayte ne denye his .synne. 
ne wratthe hym agayn the pree^tf for his amonestynge 
to lene synne [1014] II The seconde condicion. is fat thy THowanl-nlc^
i«Aii .11 • It 1 1 slirift'sliallcshrift be laweiul. that is to seyn / that thow pit shryuest laweiui 

thee / and eek the pree^tf pat hereth thy confession been 
verr^^ly in the feith of hool^y chirche. [1015] and fat a 
inan / ne be nat despaired of the mercy of Ihesu cris^lf as ' 
Caym or l^r^d^as [1016] U And eek a man moot acensen tHowa mm 
h^m se^^ / of his owene tr^espas and nat another I but he inweeif / &noon 

shal blame and wyten hym seif/ & his owene malico of his owene trespua 

synne / and noon oother. [1017] but nathelees / if that 
another man^he occfision or enticere of his synne. or the 
estaat of a persone be swich / thurgh which his synne is 
agregged. or eiles Jat he may nat plenty shryuen hym / 
but he teile the persone / vith which he hath synne^. 
tiianne may he teile. [1018] so pt his enterite / ne be nat/ 
to bakfite•the persone / but oc:^Lly to declaren his con- 
fessiefi
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[1019] U Thou ne sha^t nat eek/ make no lesyngcs in 
thy coni'essiofi / for humylitee pee- auenture / to se;yn 
fat thou hast doon synnes of whiche that thow were 

t NoiaMcadamneuijre ^^ty [1020] ffor Seint A^ugustyn seith If If 
tnou, cause thyn humyiitee / ma^est lesynges 
on thy se^^ /. though thow ne were nat in synne biforn / 
yet artow thanne in synne thurgh thy lesynges / [1021] 
If Thou most eek shewe thy synne / by thyn owene pi-opre 
mouth / but thow be woxe dowmb / and nat by no 
lettre. for thow that hast doon the synne. thou shalt haue 
the shame therfore [1022] If Thow sha^t nat eek* 
peynte thy confession by faire subtile wordes to couere 
the moore thy synne. for thanne bigilestow thy self/ and 
nat the preest/. thow most teilen it pleynly / be it 
neuere so foul ne so horrible [1023] If Thow shaf-t eek 
shryue thee to a preest fat is discreet? to consei^lle. and 
eek* thou shalt nat shryue thee for veyne glorie / ne for 
ypocrisye / ne for no cause / but ooo^ily for the doute of 
Ihesu crii^tf and the heele of thy soule. [ 1024] II Thow 
shalt nat eek renne to the preest so<^i^;yn^;y to teilen hym 
lightly thy synne / as who so telleth a l^ape or a tale / but 
auyse;^;y and with greet deuociofl ||. [1025] And ge^i^j-al^ly 
shryue thee ofte ||. If thou ofte falle / ofte t^hou arise by 
confession. [1026] and though thou shryue thee ofter 
than ones synne / o^ which thou hast be shryuen. it is •
the moore merii^ie? And as seith s^^nt Augus-tyn / thow 
shalt haue the moore lightly relesy^m^g/ and grace of god / 
bothe of synne and peyne /. [1027] And ce:rtes oones a 
yeere atte leeste wey / it is laweful for to been housled. for 
certes oones a yeere / alle thynges renouell^ep,

[ 1028] If Now haue I toelde you of verray confessiofi. 
that is the secoorde; partie of Penitence (g)

T How a man 
shal make no 
lesynge* in his confessioun

AugUBtinu»»

How a man 
j^i^t showe his 
synne / by his 
owene propre 
moutlie .

J How a man I 
slial nat peynten 
his confessioun

J How a man 
shal shruyen hym 
to a discreet 
preesV

How a man 
slial nat renne 
sodeynly to 
shrike.

Augustiin K9»

Explicit^/ seciMida pars Penitencie ?
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et seqUffcw.r tercia pars eiusdem (2)

T
[i®29]
he thridde partie of Penitence. 4s Satisfacciofi. and Of.Hj. manere 

, ' • A1 ■» . ofAlmesses,

that stant moost genoially in Almesse. and in 
hodily peyne [1030] If Now heen ther thre 

manere of O^lmeaaEts m <0<^ntri<^ion) of ilerAs m eshere a ma;a 
offreth hyn^self Pe nee [f .A^r^otH is / to e^an j^i^tee rf 
mfaure lin^e heie1Iehor(e5 ’ll .Amf ehri/he es / in
yeftff^geff ^eifd sonssil goon^lj^ end b/fily y ■ahp^rf me^ 
hefa e^fdn. M’^ce nfinyi;b tf. sHtondacts of risdfei foed^e . .
feofi} ei ^ng tik pn^jeil g n«i; a anan t^s^tii no^^ ef tMen *Foftiiewerke# 
ti^i^ngee denean^ly n- he ^fth nes^e t^f afi^tee. lie m^ah leede / af 
ciothi^ng O Mit^. lei^bei'tve. 1^(5 haea' nya^ts of ehofithble 
thi^i^ei nen t^ilif;o:eyf ’^ii nnf^afs foc^ in in^hf^yie d anO. 
ceot^yfnrei oO h^it nher ho/y. [yf32y t^nd ft fholf’ myhtli i^af 
vo^ie^ tlkil a^ed^(^^ef ■we^h nhp hoh<^ni d ■vhh^e ilhm ioo ind 
nees^oitg^ einf. i^^ 'ee^;e yiod^s!. [ [103 n^in^fiise y^swi eif^(^iih^if niw.rejKa&thjr aiidj aimffsey or ^aff^os ynaytoe ef ln5fn thi^Hi hah tom]^ofh^f
riepijiaet a dr <^ifCfy^ie^ii th (^I^ncl^^hh3^I^ Th s^f 10x011 ^fel^ithl f 
ihaltl^ef i^l^K^/ ^t i^lIO liay (rf if

lteafe t01ioesf^ oha^l^ofe (foon oI yf^;fn/ itt^fl^o 
phaitK/ thf^ngei n^t^iO dafiofi oom frinely if thow niaysf. 

S[ h^4^1i Thiis^c^loi^ / ia ShaIy lf^l^/et oisiI Oo^oil in firi/flji. 
PTow oht^yi i^s^I; fo■I^l^aryia dfea Al^eoe fbi^ugh mem i^fSIr 
ct/ he I^y^ot li liii hi^t dofs /ir i(is.il kate ooxe 'fiered. flfr 
f^yo/i fhhhk oT Ot^f.9ts Closi■ [ol^eOI h fy^o ai! ■veOI^esseen
fioinS jth^l^hew yon}hae^Q .l^l■ .O.Cii^ya mao naif h/oa diyd t 5MaUiri.5o. 
o^o^n fi oet ha nt moI^1yerme. ne nic^n hglir^ not Ie/t<in^e ^ith 
phi tt Tat^i^f a huissliet /. hot n^eo smaf Ii ey iO eaI^i^l^ 
ey^i^ii^e t^o ttont I^miln (o nhe loeh in i^a^e OI^^Ii li^3tl i^^hl^a 
Po si^td naoTe l^y^O^I; yegh.^^fl hifofn aofio-i^iIal t^i^ey mi^i- 
Sfl^t^Oi^i^’If i?c^i^<l-e yeeI^i^eel^nm okir^^ ^^oyse Padcrthat rs ht 
^soayh si . t

1 lil38^ Nsw^ £^to Shn^en of i^ofo^o' f Ifyaf• ^t;hftI^S Jn it oe boaiiy 
hio^oni^eo / in ^wakynges / in fastynges ./ in vertoouse

■ /LhEfMEPe int fey^. 6^1 PliaIi^5e^^acl^l
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of tho pate^ 
nD«iier /

G50 six-text
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techinges of orisons [ [1039] And ye shul vnderstonde /
tliat orisons or preyeres / is for to seyn a pitous wyl of 
herte that redresseth it in god and eXjiresseth it by woird 
outwa:rd lo remoeuen harmes and to han tliynges 
espii'itiieel and durable / and somtyme temporele thjni^ges. / 

wliiche orisons certes / in the orison the Pater no^^er / 
hatli Ilicsu wii^if enclosed ,thyuges [1040} H Certes
it is priuy^eged of thre thynges in his dignyt^ee. for whiidi 
it is moore digne than any oother preyere. for that Ihesu 
ci-ist hym sel.f maked it/ [1041] and it is short/ for it sholde 
he koud the moore lightly. and for to withholden it the ’ 
moore osily in herte. and helpen hym self/ the ofter with 
the orisori. [1042] and for a man sholde he the lasse wer-y 
to seyen if. and for a man may nat excuseu hym to lerno 
ih. it is so thor* and so esy. and for it comprehendeth in it 
seilf aile goode preyeres. / [1043] exposicion of this
hooly preyere / that is so exce^llent and digue I hitake to 
thise maittret of Theologie. saue thus muchel wol I seyn. 
that whan thow prayest^/ that god sholde foryeue thee thy 
giltes / as thon foryeuest hem that agilten to thee. he fui 
wel war / that thow he nat out chair^iiei^? [1044] H This
hooly oritou» amenuset,h eek venyal synne / and therfore 
it apeirteneth speci^i^ll.y to penitence

[ 1045] This preyere / moste he trewely seyd and in 
ve?'r8^;y feith. and that men preye to god ordina^ly & dis- 
creet/ly & deuoi^t,ly. and alwey a man shal putteu his wyl / 
to he subget‘ to the wille of god [1046] It This orison 
moste eek heen seyd with gre^tf humhlesse and fui pure 
honestly. and nat to the anoyauce of any man or womman /. 
It moste eek heen co^ltinued withithe werkes of charitee. 
[1047] It auayleth eek* aga;yn the vices of the soule. for as . 

H Ne^a8^-cm^^IKm seith teiut l^ei^ome. By fastynge / heen saued the vices the
rtx.zii i iU^itsU / and hy preyere the vertues oi the soule

[1048] H After this. thou shalt vnderstoude / tha,* 
hodi^^y peyne slant in wakynge. for Ihcsu hrist seith. 
wakelh and- preyeth that ye ne entre in wikked 
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temptaoia^ [l049] ^I Ye shul VJ^derstanden also, that fast^-1 Howfastynga 
.. stant in tlne

ynge stant in thre thynges. In forberynge o^ bo(^^i^t[y mete -tty^tges. 
and drynke. and in forberynge of worldly l^o^^t^ee. and in for
berynge of dced].y synne. this is to seyn / that a man shal 
kepen hym fro deed^ly synne with al Ms mygRt/

[1050] And thou shalt vnderstanden eek* that god f of.uij. tiynges, 1 j, , 1 , J. i. , .... pat toordeyned fastynge. and to fastynge appe-tenen .iiij. fastynge. 
thinges. [1051] Largenesse to poure fol^^/./ gladnesse of 
herte espiritueel. nat to been angry / ne aaoyed / ne 
grucche for he fasteth. / and also / resonable honre for to 
ete by mesure, that is for to seyn. a man shal nat ete in 
vnty^me / ne sitte the longer at his table to ete for he 
fasteth '

[1052] H Thanne shaltow vnderstonde / that bodily T Howbndiijy 
peyne / stant in disciplyne or techynge / by word and by diL^^iyne 
writynge / or in ensample. / Also in werynge of heyres or

stamyn / or haubergeons on hire naked flessh. for cristos
sake / and swiche manere penances. [1053] but war thee wel 
that swiche manere penances on thy flessh / ne make thee nab 
or angry or anoyed of thy self/, for bettre / is 
to caste awey thyn heyre. than for to caste awey / the siker- 
nesse of Ihesu crist [1054] H And therfore seith seint Paul /. n sonctus Pauiu» 
Clothe yow as they that been chosen of god in herte. of 
Misericorde, debonairetee / su.Cifance / and swich manere of 
clothynge. of whiche Ihesu crist is moore apayed / than of 
heyres or haubergeons / or hauberkes ?

[105s] Thanne is discipline in knokkynge iffftbwrc
. .. 1.11 • diilirse mane’cstny brest^/ in scourgynge wtt^/i yerdes. in knely^nges. m ol:ductprne 

tribulacions ?. [ 1056] in suffrynge pac:iei^t^^ly wronges that 
been doon to thee, and eek/ in pacient suffrance of maladies / 
or lesynge of worldly catel / or wyf/ or o^ chUd / or 
othere freendes •

[1057] f Thanne shallow vnder^t^i^i^che / whiche thyngjs f oftbe thynges 
.. __ ..................... . ta.nt destourbendestourben penance, and this is in .iiy. mit^ieres / that is. peimunce 

drede. shaarie, hope, and wanhope / that is desperacion) 
[1058] UAnd for to speke first/ of drede. for which he Iffllrsoc drede/ 
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on<l of th© remedie tlier of/

Of shame / and oft^he remedie tiier oil

Of hope & of Surquiderie

Sano^^s Gregorius

Remedie agayn nocligont hope

Of wanhoi^ioSn two maneres

682 SIX-TEXT «
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demeth that he ma;y suffre no penaimce H Ei®S9j ther 
agayns is remedie for to thynke. that hoi^ily penanee / is 
but short and litei at regard of the peynes of helle. that 
is so crueel and so long / that it lasteth with-outen ende

[io6o] f Now again the shame / that a man hath to 
shryuen hym, and namely tinse ypocrites / that wolden 
been holden so parfite / that they han no nede to shryuen 
hem [io6i] f Agayns that shame. sholde a man thynke that 
by wey of reson / that he ^zt hath nat been shamed to 
doon foule thinges / certes hym oghte nat been ashamed to, 
do faire thynges / and that is confessions [rodz] 11 A man 
sholde eek thynke / that god seeth and w^^ff alle hise 
thoghtes and alle hise werkes /'to hym may no thy^i^g* been 
hyd ne couered [1063] H Men sholden eek / remembren 
hem the shame that is to come at the day of doome to 
hem that been nat penitent^/ And shryuen in this present 
lyf. / {1064] fior alle the creatures in erthe and , in helle 
shullen seen apeTtly / al that they hyden in this world

[1065] f Now for to speken hope / of hem that 
been nccligeut/ and slowe to shryuen hem that stant^ in 
two maneres. [1066] that oon is )^ait he hopeth for to lyue 
longe and for to parchacen muche richesse for his delif/, 
and thanne he wol shryuen hym. and as he seith / 
hym semeth thanne tymely ynough. to come to shrifte || 
[1067] Another is Surguidrie / that he hath in cristes 
mccy / [1068] , Agayns the firste vice. he shai thynke / 
that oure lif is in no sikernesse. and eek that alle the 
richesses in this , world / ben in auenture and passen as a 
shadwe on the wal. [1069] and as seith se^i^i^if Gregorie. / 
that it afie'/rtene^h to the grete rightwisnesse of god. that 
neue^e sha^ the peyne stynte. of hem Ji^l; neuere 
wolde withd^^i^n. hem fro synne hir thankes / but 
ay continue in synne. ffor thdke pcrpetueel to do
synne / shul they han perpetueel peyne

[1070] H Wan^hope is in two maneres. the ■^fft'sst.e wan- . 
hope is in the mercy of cr^t H. that o^^he^ is / fat they 
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thynken,^ pat they ne myghte nat longe perseuere in good
nesse [107 ij. IT The firste wanhope comth / of that he *ofiio firste

■ wanl^iope
deme^h that he hath synned so greenly and so ofte / and so 
longe leyn in synne / that he shal nat he saued 
[ 1072] U Certes agaj^ns that cursed wanhope sholde he t Remedium 
thynke that the passion Ihc^u crist/ is moore strong* for
to vnbyiide / than synne is strong / for to hj^Tide 
[ 1073] the seconde wanhope / he shal thynke / TRemedie/
that as ofte as he falleth. 'he may arise aga^n hy penitence / Wmnopi* 

^And though he neuer so longe haue leyn in synne / the 
mercy of crist is alwey redy to receiuen hym to mercy 
[ 1074] H Agayns the wanhope / fat he demef;h / that he H Remedie 
sholde nat longe perseuere in goodnesse. he shal thynke / wauuope 
Jxat the fehlesse of the deuel may no thyng doon / hut if 
men wol suffren hym [1075] and eek/ he shal han strengthe 
of the helpe of god / and of al hooly chirche / and of the 
pj^oteccion of Aungels / if hym lis*

[1076] f Thanne shal men vnder'stonde / what is the t wiuiuuhefrnyt, 
<• fi . p .. • otj^enance i».frayf of penafice And after the word of Ihesru crist* it is 
the endelees Wisse of heuene. [1077] ther ioye hath no 
ccntra]^i^custee wo ne greuafice. ther alle harmes heen
passed of this present lyf / ther as is the sikernesse / fro 
the peyne of heUe. ther as is the hlisful compaignye that 
reioysen hem eue^emo euerich of otheres ioye. [1078] ther 
as the hody of man / that whilom was foul a7id derk/. is 
moore cleei than the sonne. ther/ a^ the hody that whhlom 
was syk/ freele / & fiehle j and mortal / is, inmortal and 
so strong/ and so hool / that ther may no thyng apeyren 
if^. [1079] ther as ne is / neither hunger / thur^t* ne coo^ld 
hut euery soule replenyssed with the sigfite of the parfit 
knowynge of god [1080] IT This hlisful regne may men 
purchace hy ponerte espiritueel. and yie glorie by lowe- 
nesse. the plentee of Ioye hy hunger and tbuR^t* and tp 
reste hy trauaiUe /. and the lyf/ hy mortfficaci^on) of 
synne ? .
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Here taketh the makere of this book/ his leue (JJj

[io8i]
Ow preye I to hem alle that herkne this litel tretys 

or rede that if ther be any thyng/ in it that liketh 
hem / that ther-of they thanken oure lord Ihesu

crisb. of whom procedeth al wit and al goodnesse. 
[1082] And if ther be any thy^nj* that displese hem. I 
preye hem also that they arrette it to the defaute of myn 
Tnlkonnynge and nat to' my wyl. that wolde ful fayn haue 
seyd bettre / if I hadde had konnynge. [1083] ffor oure 
boke seith / ail that is writen / is writen for oure 
doctrine, and that is myn entente [1084] fl Wt^erfore / I 
biseke yow mekei^y for the mei’cy of god ' / that ye . preye for 
me / that crist haue me^cy on me and fniyeue me my 
giites. II [1085] and nameily of my translacions and endit- 
ynges of worldly vanitees / the whiche I reuoke in my re- 
tracciofis [1086] IT As is the bool* Troilus II The book 
also ffame || The book of the .xxv. Ladies H The 
book of the Duchesse U The book of seu^-t Vr^i^entynes 
day of the parl^ement of briddes 1[. The tales of Caunter- 
bury / thilke that sownen in to synne [ 1087] U The book 
of the Leon And ma!^;y ano'theif book/ if they were in my 
remembrance / and ma:ny a song, and m^^;y a leccherous 
lay. that crisit for his grete mercy foryeue me the synne 
[ 1088] H But of the traenslacion Boece de consolacione /
and othere bookes of Logondos of seintes / and Omeiiies / 
and moralitee / and deuocioS / [1089] that thanke I oure 
lord Ihesn crist* ahd his blisful mooder / and aUe the 
lfeintes of heuene / [1090] bisekynge hem / fat they fi^om 
hennes forth vn-to lyues ende / sende me grace to 
biwayle my gUtes / and to studie to the’sahi<icioS of my 
seule / and graunte me grace verray penitewce / con- 
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fession and satisfaccioil ' to doon in this present lyf / 
{1091] thurgh the benigne grace / of hym is ky^ng* of 
hynges. / and preest/ ouer alle preestes / that hoghte vs 
■Wh the precious Wood of his herte / [ 1092] so fat I may 
been oon of hem at the day of doome that shulle be saued ? 
Qui cum patre ^cetera

T Heere is ended the book^/ of the tales of Caunter- 
bury / com^piled by Geffrey Chaucer / of whos 
soule I^csu cr^isi^/ haue mercy Amen f5)

[4 jly-leaves folleio, more or les scribbled-on with later 
verses, On the back of tbe Zrtd is a list of the Tales, 
and on the front f the ith is a late lbth--enter•y cofy 
ff Ghaueeds ‘ Truth ’—“ Fie fro the prees and dwelle with 
sotlifastnesse,” wiihoiU the Envoy. Ohee lines follow ew's.]
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