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Lua
● open-source scripting language

● fast and lightweight 

● not object-oriented but through tables and meta-tables easily adaptable

● dynamic typed language



Scribunto
● On Wikipedia Lua is available through Scribunto

○ MediaWiki extension

● write your own Modules in the Module namespace

○ e.g. Module:AboutTopic



Datatypes
● nil

● boolean

● number

● userdata

● function

● thread

● string

● table
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Easy module example
● Map all dates of Wikimanias to places

● Get place of Wikimania by year



Module:Wikimania
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Call Module:Wikimania



Module:Wikimania Result



Advanced Module:Wikimania



Advanced Module:Wikimania function

Daniel and Hoo cry about this function at night because it doesn’t 
consider caching on Wikipedia and shouldn’t be used this way at all. 



Advanced Module:Wikimania Result
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Wikidata functions
● Many options to use Wikidata’s data

● Usable on any Wikipedia page 



Simple Wikidata example



Module:WikimaniaWD Result



Module:WikimaniaWD Result



Let’s start writing Lua!
Start writing your modules on local MediaWikis or http://en.wikipedia.beta.wmflabs.

org/wiki/Main_Page

Manuals

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Lua

● https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Scribunto/Lua_reference_manual

● https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Wikibase_Client/Lua#mw.wikibase.

entity
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