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‘A

LETTER

. TO ,
*Sir Willam Windham.

Was well enough acquaint-

I .8 with the general characer

of man'kmd and in particu-

Jar with that of my own coun-,

trymer, to exped td be as much

out of the minds of the tories

during my exile, as if we had

never lived and “acted together.

I dgpended on being forgot by

them ; -and was far from imagin-

1% it pofﬁble that I fhould be

4emembered,* wonf te~be .con-
~aemned loudly” by one hatf of
ther, a.nd‘ to be tacitly cegfured

by the greateft part*oh the other

Az " haf
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half.  As foon as Iwas feparat-
c;d f.:n \the pretender arid " his
intereft, I 'declarad myfelf to be
fo; and I'gave diretions for
writing into England what 1
judged fufficient to put my
friends on their guard againft
any furprife concermngan event,

which it was their intereft, as
well as mine, that they fhould
be very rightly informed about.

As foon as the pretender’s ad-
herents began to clamor againft
me in this country, and to dif-
perfe their {candal by circular let-

“ters avgry where clie, 1 gave di-
re@ions for witing into Englana.
agails. Their groundlefs articke.
of actufatiorr were refuted,. and
enough wad‘fojd to give my

{riendy
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friends a general idea of what
had hdppenéd, to ine, affd ¥tfeaft
to make them fUfpend the fifing
any opinion till fuch time as I
thould be able to write more ful-
ly and plainly to them myfelf.
To condemn no perfon unheard
is arule of natural equity, which
we fee rarely violated in Thurky,
or in th¢ country where I am
writing :, that it would not be, fo
with me in Great Britain, I con-
fefs that I flattered myfelf, I
dwelt fecurely in this confidence,
and gave very little attention toany .
of thofe {qurrilous methods, which
vighe.taken about this time to-blaft
my reputatiénfTi%vcﬁti)ftlﬁngs
#fas thewn, that 1 thufted too Tch
to my own innocencd, and té the
juftice of myold frientls®,
A 3 It
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* Ig wag obwous that the, che-
‘valigr and. the earl of MAR hop—
ed to load me with the imputa-
tion_of treachery, incapacity, or
neg le@&: it was indifferent to
them of which. If they could
alcribe to one of thofe their not
being fupported from. France,
 they imagined, that they {hould
" juftify their precipitate ﬂlght from
Scotland,. which many of their
fafteft friends exclaimed againft;
and that they fhould varnifh over
that ongmal capital fault, the
: /drawmg the Highlanders “toge-
ther, in arms at, the time 4nd in

. &
the™ \.mnner’ Wi in w’hxch it’ v.1s
done :

HE S(iﬁch ‘whé fe’!l at once
: from alk the fahguine cxpetations

with-
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with-%yhich they had been foothied,
and who foupd ‘them@ves+te-
duced to defpair; were eafy to be
incenfed: they had réceived no
fﬁpport .whatever, and it was na-
tural for them rather to believe
that they failed of this fupport
by my faylt, than to imagine
their gefleral had prevailed on
them to rile in the very point of ,
time wile;n it was infpoﬂible tl.lat
they thould be fupported from
Francg, or from any other
of the world. The duke of Ozr-
MoNg, who had been the bubble
of hisown, popularity, wasenough

ogfts of humor *with the géneral
furn of affairs tf be- éafily fet
#gainft any pargicglar man, fThe

emiffarigs ‘of this tourt, - Whofe
commiffion ,was «0 ‘araufe, had -
A impofed
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impofed upon him all along; and
these..were other “bufy -people
‘who thought to find their account
in having him to themfelves. 1
had hever been in his fecret whilit
we were in England together
and from his firft coming into
France he was either prevailed
upon by others, or, which I ra-
ther believe, he conciirred with
others to Reep me out’ of it.
The perfe&t indifference I {hew-
ed whether I was in it or no,
rmght carry him from acing fe-
paral;ely, to ad againft me. r
THE whole tribe of 1r1{h  and
other p&p; \Vere ‘ready to: felzx.

oppo{;ugsty of. ventmg,,
fpl a,mati,, who
had M °avoxdf:fl all inti-

~macy
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macy with them ; who a&ed m'
the famt cau'fle, but on4 dfﬂEr—
ent . principle,” and who meant
no one thing in the World lefs,
than raifing them to the advan~
téges Which they expe&ed.

THAT _thefe feveral perfons,
for the reafons I havesmentioned,
thould ; join in a cry agamf’c me,
is not very marvellous: the con-
trary would be. {fo to a man who
knows them as well as I do.
But that the ‘englith tories thould
ferve @s echos to them, nay
more, sthat my characer fhould.
continue doubtfut at ft amapgft
yﬁu, when thdfe yho firft p;o—

“pegated the ﬂand are. bec
afhamed” of rmhn thgut pr
and have c}roppedo -clamor,,

this
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dhis T own that I:never expedt-
.c&‘*“aﬁﬂ i nday be allowed to
fay, that as it i‘é an extreme fur-
prife, fo 1t fhall be a Ieﬁ'on to
- me .

Tue whigs xmpeached -and at-
tainted me. They went farther
—at leaft;~in my way of think-
ing, that fiep- was more cruel
than all'the others—by a partial
reprefem:amm of facts, and pieces
of fadts, put together as it beft
{uited their purpofe, and pub-
lifhed to the whole: ‘worlds they

d!d all “that -in them lap to ex-
pdgme fore\;a f60l, and to-brend
me fora kﬁa\?e. But then'}
defemd@ms .abundantly it

s, acoording to - the

;n@tmnf of partyrju&lce The

tories
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tories hiave ndk mdeed m‘rpeachﬂ-.
ed nor 'u‘tamted me; bulthey
have ‘doite, ‘and " are fill- doing
fomething  very liké to that
which T took worfe of the whigs,
than the impeachment and at-
tdindes : and this, after-I have
fhewn an inviolable attachment
to the feryice, and" almoft an
implicits obedience o the will
of the pafty ; when' I am adiu-
.ally an out-]aw, deprived ‘of
my honors, ﬁnpped of ‘my. for-
~tune, and“cut off from my fa-

mily and my country, for ti‘xeir
fakes.

“Some of fhe ns who have

een fig Liére, il with w)
T hz-ﬁ?‘é had¥tRe plegﬁ\re to' talk
‘of you, may, perhiafy; hawg
told
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told you, that, far from being
, ﬁprcﬁ‘ed by - that ‘ftorm of mif-
fortunes in whlch I have been tofl-
ed of late, 1 bear up againft it with
firmnefs enough, and even with
alacrity. Itis true, Idofo: but
it is true likewife, that the laft
burft of the cloud has gone near
to overwhim ime. From our
" enemies we expe& evil treatment
of every fort, we arc prepared
for it, we are animated by it,
and we.fometimes triumph in it:
but when our friends abandon
us, when they wound ug and
when they take, to do this, an
occefjon where "we ftands the
moft in®neak, of their fupport,
ve the f’e?c title to it, the
ﬁricﬁ n}md finds » it “hard to
.teﬁﬁ. ; \

*NoTHING
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NorHiNG kept up iny fpirits
when I was firft reduced’te i
very circumftances I now de-
fcribe, fo much as tlpConﬁdera—
tioh of the deltifions under which
I knew that the tories lay, and
the hopes I entertained of being
able foon to open their eyes, and
to juftify my conduct,~ I exped-
cd that friéndfhip,‘ or, if that
principle failed, curiofity at leaft,
would move the party to fend
over' fome perfon, from.whofe
report they might have both
fides of the queftion laid before
them. §Tho this expecation be
founded in reafon; -and you want
to® be informed ‘at ?ﬂ: as mueh
=, 1 do to be juftifie§, yet I hawe
hitherta Hattered * my felf with
it in vain, To repair'\ i mis-
- ortune,
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fortunc, thercfore,. as far as lies
m\m} spowery 1 fefolve: to put
into writing the fum of what I
(hould have faid in that cafe.
Thefe papers fhall lie by me till
time and accidents produce fome
pccafion of communicating them
to you. The ‘truc occailon of
doing it, axxth advan! dge to the
party, will ‘pmbably be loft :
but they will remain 4 monu-
ment of my juftification to po-
fterity.. At worft, if even this
fails me, I am fure of one fa-
tisfaction in writing them; the
fatisfaction of unbm dcnang my
mijd to a friend, and of flating
before an §quitable judge the
aqeount, -asf i apprehend it ;
ﬂild between‘thc wories and my,
felf. " 4 Qumtum humano con-
2 « filio
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« filio. eﬁicel;e potul, circum~

“ fpedtis reblis meis omgibuas,

<« rationibufque {ubdudis, fum-"
« mam feci cogitatigaum mea-~

“erum omniwm, Cftgm tibi, fi

tc. potero, breviter exponam.”

It is neceflary to my defign
that I call’to your, mind the
ftate of affirs in Britain, from
the latter part of the year one
thoufand feven hundred and ten,
to the beginning of the year one
thoufand feven hundred ‘and
fifteen, about which time we
parted) I go no farther baek,
beca\‘fe the pant. which I 2Ged
bgfore that time, fin the ﬁrﬁ
,ﬂﬁys I made”in fublic aﬂ‘axrs,
was the- part o? a tory,. anc{ {o
far of a biece. with *that which

‘I acted
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1 adted afterwards. - Beﬁdes, the
“things ®hich preceded thils fpace
of time had mo immediate in-
fluence or.thofe which happen-
ed fince that time% whereas the
firange events, which we have
{een fall out in the king’s reign,
were owing in a great meafure
to what was done, or neglect-
ed to be dohe, in ‘the laft four
years of the queen’s. 'The me-
mory of thefe events being frefh,
I fhall dwell as little as poffible
upon them. It will be fuffi-
« cient that I make a rough fketch
of the face of the couo't, and

of ;the copdué of ‘the feveral
parties d\m%z that, time. Your
mory will doon furnith th-
rs which I+fhal] omit, to Jay,
-and fipiflt tip the picture.

From
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TFrom the time af which I
left Biitain I had not the ad'rdn-'-.
tage of afting wnder’ the cyes
of the party which}.&‘rvcd, "nor
of being able, from time to
time, to appeal to their judg-
ment. The grofs of what hap-
pened” has appeared ; but the
particulai fteps, whih' Ied to
thofe events', have bfen either con-
cealed or m1frcv)refet“tcd con-
cealed from tﬁc nature of thein,
or mifreprefented by thafe with
Whom I never agreed perf cé’dy,
‘except in Ihmkmg, that they
and I} were extremely unfit™to
contjpue embarked in the Jame
bottom togethdm  J; will, there-

re, be proper #o}dcfcend, pn-
der this"head, to*a more particu-
lar relation. .

. .-

+ B, IN
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In the fummer of the year
oms.thsufand feven-hundeéd and
‘ten the queen was prevailed up-
on to change her parliament
and her miniftry. + The intrigue
of the earl of Oxrorp might
facilitate the means, the vie-
lent profecution of SACHEVEREL,
and othere %anopular ‘meafures,
might create~the octafion, and
encourage “her in the refolution :
but the true original caufe was
the perfonal ill ufage which fhe
reccived . in her private life, and
in fome trifling inftances of the
exurcife of her power; %or in-
dulgence in whicha the would
certainly. hayg left the reins of
government ig thofe hauds, whic:
hadiheld them ever fince her ac-
ceflion 1p the throne.
' ‘ I am
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I ap afraifl that we came to
court in the fame* difpofittouss” as,
all parties have tone; that the
pl;incipal fpring of «6ur actions
was to have the government
of the ftate in our hands; that
our principal views were the con-
fervation_of this power, great
emp]oymerpts .to. oypitlves, and
gréat opportunities of reward-’
ing ‘thof¢ who had \hc]ped to
raife us, and of hurting thofe
who ftood in -oppolition to us.
It is however true, that with
thefe confiderations of private
and .f)art.y intereft there Were
-others intermirigled, whickr. had
t their o\je&' public geod
of the nation; 4t JJeaft what we
took to. be fuch
q

B.2S We
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Wz looked" one the - pghtlcal .
. pnncrpﬂs, which ‘had general~
ly prevailed in*otr- government
from the vaolution in’one 'thou-
fand fix hundred and eighty
eight, to be deftru@ive: of ‘our’
true intereft, to have mingled
us too much in the aﬁ'an's of
the continegt, to. tend to the
'1mpovenfhmg our pepplve, and
to the -160fening the ‘bands of
our confheutlon in church and
ftate. .We fuppofed the tory
party to be the bulk of the
landed intereft, and to have no
coitrary influence blepdell into
it’s gompofigjon* We fuppofed -
the whigs. ta} be"’the temains” 8f
a party, fornfed: againft-the i
defigns of the t*oumun&et"kmg
Craryps.the decond; nurfed up

into -
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into ﬂ:rength and- apphed to
centraty ufes. by. king’ WhLiahn
‘the third, anc'i yet fiill; fo weak
as tolean for fuppert on the
plefbyterians *and the other fec-
taries, on the bank and the other
corporations, on the Dutch and
the cother allies. - From hence

e judged jt to jellow, that
they had been for®ed, and muit
contigue fo, to rend®-the’ na-
tional mteleﬁ fubferviént to the
intereft -of ' thofe who lept them
_an additional flrength, without

which they could never be the
prevalbnt party. ‘The view, thefe-
. fore,, of ‘thofe emopgft us,-,who
ﬁaought (in.- this fgnanmer, was
1mprom ..the - fqueen’s favor

tox break -thé:body of the whigs,
to render their -fu pposgs ule-
B .3 lefs
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lefs to them, and to ﬁll the
embloy'ﬁients of the klﬁgdom,
down to the meaneft, with to-
ries. Weimegined that fuch mea-
fures, joined to the advantages
of our numbers and our proper-
ty, would fecure us againft al
attempts during her reign; and
that we ﬂlQl;ld foon become
.‘too confiderable, not to make
our term§ in all events which
might happen afterwards: con-
cerning. which, to.fpeak tru-
ly, I bclieve few or none of
us had any very fettled refolu-

tion.

dn order ¢y bring thefe put-
pofes about, § werily think tha:
‘the perfecuuon ‘of diffentérs en-
tered jato nos man's head. By
the
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the bills, for preventing -occa- -
fional’ conﬂofmxty'aﬁd tl@mvﬂh .
of f{chifm, - it was. hoped that
their fling would be.4aken away.
Thefe bills were - thought necef-
fary for our party intereft, and
Befides were deemed neither
unreafonable nor unjuft. The
good of fociety, ppay require,
that no perfon ould be de--
“prived “of the protedion_of the
government on account of his
opinions in religious - matters ;
but .it does not follow from
hence, that men ought to "be
trufted ip any degree ‘with™the
prefgrvation of the gftablifhwent,
tvho muft, .to’ be £onfiftent with
dtheir principles, ‘endcavour the
fubvarﬁon “of what is eftablith-
ed.: An mdulgeuce to-sonfcien-
B 4 ces,
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cesy -which the prejpdme of edu-
cafionghd long . hablts, have ren-
‘dered {crupulous, may be agree-
able to thdrules: ‘of _good po-
licy'and of humanity:, yet will
it “hardly follow from hence,
that a government is under anj
obligation to indulge a tender-
. nefs of confgience.to come; or
- 'to - connive at the propqgatmg
of thefe- prejudlas, and at the
formmg of thefe habits. The
evil effe® is without remedy,
and may. therefore deferve in-
du'lgence ; but the evil caufe
is™to be prevented, and can,
there.forc, be intitled to =one.
Befades this, she bills I am fpeak”
ing- of, rather “than’ to ena&"
atty thing new, “feemed Oﬁly <o
enforcwhe @b‘ﬁwaﬁon of “an-
. tient
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tient iaw,s,u ‘which ‘'had been
Judgeci ne\csﬂ'ary qfm- s fefu-
rity of the chyrsh and;. ftate, at
a nme, when the meraory ‘of the
rum of both and of the hands
by which that ruin had been
Wrought, was f;efh in the minds
of men.

: THE bank the éaft-india com-~'
pany, and in gencrﬂ‘ the mo-
neyed mtereﬁ had certainly no-
thing to. apprehend like what
_they feared, or affeed to fear
from the tories, an entire fub-
verfioft of their property.  Ml-
-tltudgs of our “6wn,party would
“Bave: been . wounded by fuch
blow The Iﬁtqntmn of thote,
who were sthe ‘warmeft, feem-
ed to me togoe Mo farther than
Tefiraio
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reftraining their mﬂpence on
the legrﬂature; and on ‘matters
‘of ftate;* and finding at a pro-’
per {eafon gneans to make them
contribute to the ? fupport and
eafe of a government, under
which they enjoyed advantages
{o much greater than the reft
of their fellow fubje@ts. The
,'mifchievous confequencc which
had beenriorefecn, and Yoretold
too, at the cftablithment of thofe
corporations, appeared vifibly.
The country gentlemen were
vexed, put to great expences
arm: cven bafled by them in
their! electiops : *and amoyg the
members of, evéry, parliamewt

xnbers werg «immediately o:
re&ly under their influence.

‘The bguk® *had been " extrava-
gant
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gant enopgh to .pult off the
mafk * andy’ . when ‘thenqueen
{feemed .to\ intend a change in’
her miniftry, they had deputed
fonte of their members to re-
prefent againft it.  But that
which touched fenfibly even
thofe who were but little af-
feted by other confiderations,
was the prodigidhs inequality .
betweell the condititmeof the
moneyed men and of the reft
of the nation.- The proprie-
tor of the land, and the mer-
chant who brought riches home
by, the returns of foreign trede,’
had. gluring twe wars borg the
*whole immenfe load of th¢ pa-

ional expences 3 whilft the lend-
es of; money, ewho added no-
thing to the commen ftock, throve
by
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by the puic calamlty, and con-
 tributed not.4 ite o thc' public
Cbarge ,

As to the allies, 4 faw no diz-
ference of opinion among all
thofe who came to the heid of
affairs 4t this time. Such of
the tories as were in the fyftem
:'a’ugvemenuontd fuch of them
as defertets foon after ffom us,
and fuch of the whigs as had
upon' this occafion deferted to
us, feemed equally convinced of
the unreafonablencfs, and even
“of*the impoffibility, of continu-
ing the war or-the famg, dif-
prqPortlonate foot: . Their unj-
verfal fenfc wasy, that we, hao-
taken, except‘ the part of the
States Genbraly the wholc bur-

den
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den of the Ywar upon us, and
even a prq)ornon *of this} wﬁﬂe,‘
the entire advantage was to ac-
crue to others: that this' had
appeared very grofly in one
thoufand feven hundred and nine
dnd ' one thoufand feven hundred
and ten, when preliminaries were
infifted upon, whlch contameg
all that the allies, iving ¢he
greatcf’c loofe to their withes,
could defire, and little or no-
thing on the. behalf of Great
,Britain : that the war, which
had been begun for the -fecu-
rity of the allies, was confinu-
‘ed. fok their grandeur; thde the
Es propoﬁ:d " when ‘we en-

ed,in it, mightyhave been an-
filered lpng before, and there-
fore that the firft favor;blc oCr

cafion
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eafion ought to be fbifed of mak-
'.mg ace ; which we,thought to
be the intereft of our countr¥,
and which appeared to all man-
kind, as well as to ‘us, to be that
of our party.

Tuese were in general the
iews of the tories: and for the -
I a&ed in the profecunon of
them, 45 well as of all the mea-
fures acceffory to ‘them, 1 may
appcal to mankind. T o thofe,
who had the opportunity of look-
ing behind the curtain, I may
likewife appm.l for thedifficulties
which lay in myj way, Jor
the particular mfmumgeme;xg_
which I met pith. A princi
load of parlmmenmy and fore‘lﬁn
.aﬁ'ms xq,‘then' ordmary courfe lay

upon |
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upon ;mey  the whol® negotia-
tion of the " peace, and™of -the
troublefome invidigus fteps preli-
minary to it, as far as they could
be tranfacted at home, were.
thrown upon me: 1 continued
in the houfe of commons “dur-
ing -that nnportapt feflion which
preceded thc peace ; and which,

by the i:pmt thewn through tﬁe
whole courfe of it, and™By the

refolutions’ taken in it, rendered
the conclufion of the .treaties

&icable. After this I whas
dragged into the houfe of lords
in fuch a manner; as to make

bmotion **a pumﬂlmcnt,
ta reward.; ahd was there left

defend the “trpatics almoft
alme .

4 It
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It would not have;been hard
to"har® forced theeprl 6f Ox-
FORD tO ufe‘me better. His
good intentions began to be very
much doubted of¢ the truth s,
no opinion of his fincerity had
ever taken root in the party's
and, which was worfe perhaps
for a man in his ftation, the opi-
“Mipn of his capacity began to fall
apace; ~%¥ie was fo hard puthed
in the houfe of lords 1in the be-
ginning of onc thoufand {even
hundred and twelve, that he hgd
been forced, in the middle of
thevfeflion, to perfuadg the queen
to gnake a promotion of byelz.
peers at once;* which was &
unprecedented and invidious mcar- |
fure, to be gxtufed by nothing
but the hectflity, and hardly

by
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by tha‘. yIn the hou® of com-
mons Ais credit was lowy anhd
my reputa}ion' very high. You'
know the nature of that aflfem-
bly: they gtow, like hounds,
fond of the man who fhews
~them gar‘ﬂe, and by whofe halloo
they are ufgd to be encouraged.
The thread of the negotiations,
which could not ftand ftill a o~
ment without going ‘mely was
in my hands: and before ano-
ther man could have made him-
felf mafter of the bufinefs, much
time would have been loft, and
great inconveniencies would have
dollewed. Somre, who oppofed

court {oon* aftgr, began, to
aver then: and if I had not
wantéd the inclingtion, I fhould
have wanted no Relg to do mif-
G " chiek:
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chlef 1 knew the,wa fiquit—-
tm,g my, employmex’xts dof re-
'tu'mg from court whin the fer-
vice of my party required it:
but I could not bring myfelf vp
to that refolutien, when the con-
fequence of it muft have been
the breaking my party, and the
diftrefs ‘of the public affairs, I
. shought my miftrefs ‘treated me
sl but_she fenfe of " that du-
ty which I owed her ‘came in
aid of other confiderations, and
prevailed over my refentment,
Thefe fentiments, indeed, are
fo much out of fafhion, that
a man who aVQWS them 1s 1n
danger of paffing for a bu‘bﬁl:‘
in"the world: _yet “they were
in the conjurj@pre | fpcak Qtr
the true mo ves of my con-
du&;
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du&d, 4nd 'you faw me go, on
as chearfhll .In the (tm?blefome'
and dangcrous work affigned
e, as if I Kad been under the
utmoft fa}tisfa&ion. I began, in-
deed, in my heart, to renounce
the friendfhip, which' till that
time I.had prefcrved inviolable
for Oxrorp. 1 was not aware
of all.his treachery, gor of’ the’
bafe and little means which-he
employed then, and continued
to employ afterwards, to ruin me
irr the opinion of the queen, and
cvery where elfe. 1 faw, how-
ever, theat he had no fnandﬂu
Sfor"any body, and’ that with re-
fpe& to fne, inflead of hdving
the ablhty er that merit,
‘Whith .I ende:%;hqd to acquire,
an additionr of to him-
<z ?ﬂl felf
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felf, it became the sbjec ¢f his
Jmloufy' and 4 reafon for un-
dermining me. * In this temper
of mind I went on, txll the great
work of the peace Was confum-
mated, and the treaty figned at
Utrecht: after which a new and’
more melancholy {cere for the
party, as well as for- me, opened
itlelf.

I am far from thinking the
treaties, orthe negotiations which
led to them, exempt from faults,
Many were made no doubt in
both,” by thofe who weré con-
ceined in them ;" by myfclfin
the firft placee and many were
owing purely to ‘the oppofition -
they met with \{in evety ftep df

prqgrefs I .never look
back
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back n ¢his) great: cvent, paﬁéd

as it Is, .githout' a fecret €mo=x

tion, of mind ; whén 1 ‘compare

the vaftnefs of the undcrtakmg,

and the importance of it's fuc-

cefs, with the means employed

“to bring it about, and with thofe
which wera employed to traverfe

it To adjuft the pretenfions

and to feftle the: interefts of. fo

many princes and fates;™3s were

engaged in the late war, would

appear, when confidered fim-

.Ply and without any ‘adventi-
tious difhiculty, a work of pro-

digious extent. But this,~ was

_pot"all Each of our ‘allics
Yhought himfelf eritled to raife
his demands to ‘the moft extra-

v&gam: height. ’i‘hey had been

encouraged to . this, firft, by

"C.o3 the



.38 A LETT®ER to

the  engagements whiely wi had
¢nteted 1nto with feveral of them,
with fome to draw them into
the war, with others to prevail
on them to continue it; and,
fecondly, bjr the manner in which
we had treated with France iu
{eventeen hundred nine and ten.
_ Thofe who intended to tic the
+ knot of the war as hard, and to
rendéf™The coming at a peace
as impracticable as they could,
had found no method {o cffec-
tual as that of leaving cvery one
at liberty to infift on all he could
think of, and leaving themfelves
¢ Yberty, even®if thefe concel-
fiens fhould, be ‘made, to bredn
the treaty by, ilterior demands.
That this wal the fecrt,. I <an
.make no doﬁ‘bt alter the con-

feflion
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fe{ﬁok o} ‘one of the * Plcmjk?\
tentiaries \who franfacted thefe
matters, and whd mmunicated
to me, and to two others of the
queen s minifters an inftance of
the ‘duke of MaRrLBOROUGH'S
"management at a critical mo-
ment, when the french minifters
at Gertrudenberg feemed inclin-.
able to, come into an expedient °
for explaining the thirty leventh
article of the preliminarios, which
could not” have been- refufed.
‘Certain it is, that the king of
France was at that time in ear-
neft to execute ‘the article of
.PHQJP’S abdi;.:z:tioﬁ : and théteT
Tore' the expedlen\s for adjyft-
mg what related, to . thiz"rticle
wbuld gafily en4rgh have buen

) * Buyg' penfionary of Amfierdam. T
C'g found,
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fppnd if ‘on our part sthere had
{'wen a’real intention’ of conclud-
ing. But ‘there was no fuch.
intention : and the plan of thofe
who meant to prolong the war
was eftablithed among the al-
lies, ‘as the plan which ought’
to be followed whenever a peace
came to be treated. The al-
lies imagined that thcy had a
right <07 obtain at lcaft every
thing.which had been demanded
for them réfpedtively: and it
was - vifible “that nothing lefs
would content them. Thefe
confiderations et the vaftnefs.of
the windertahking “in a fuflieient
light.

THE 1mpo;t§me of fuqccedz( i,
inthe wotk of the peace, was

equally
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equill gaeatf,to Europe, to o
country, ‘o our ‘party, to *our.
perfons, to: ‘the prefént age, and
to future generatlons But I
néed not take pains to prove
what no man will deny. The
Teans employed to bring it
about were in no degree spro-
pomonable .A few men, {fome
of whom, fad never been con-
cerned ip bufinefs of “thit~kind
before, and moft of whom put
their- hands for a long time to
.it faintly and timoroufly, were
the inftruments of it. The mi-
.nifter who was at thei _head
himfelf “evety day

"‘Fable of that atfentiqn, that mc--
thed, | that eomp enfion of dif-
férent: ‘matfers, * whi h the firft
poft\ inf fuch: a government as

T ours



¥
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mirs requires in quiet t t‘imﬂs “He
*was the firft’ {pring fof all our
motion. by his credit with the
queen, and his concurrence was
neceffary to every thing we did
by his rank in the ftate: -and yet
this man feemed to be fometimés
aflecp, and fometimes at play.
He neglected the thread of bu-
finefs ; which was carried on for
thisreafon with lefs difpatch and
lefs advantage in the proper chan-
nels: and he kept nonc in his
own hands. *He fégotiated, :in-
deed, by fits and frarts, 'by lit-
tle “tobls, and’ indirett ‘ways:

“anda ‘thus hi a&mty becarfier ¢
~hutrtful " as /h:s indolence ; of

which I coul produce fome te-
markable in * No' 50d

_effedt, eQuld ow ﬁ:.ourla ﬁir’h 4

cordu.
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con $ Jn.g'word, : trhen tln;{
grcat was ofce e
the’ zeal of artxcu-la'r’ men in
their feveral .provinces drove it
forward, tho they were not back-
ed by the cancurrent force of the
“whole adminiftration, * nor . had
the commoy helps of advice till .
it-was too latg', till the very end
of the negotxa,nons ; even in mat- y
ters, fuch as that of COrnICReT,
which they could not be fuppol-
ed to underftand. That this
is.a true accoullt of the means
ufed to arrive at. the peace,-and
e chara&er of that admmi’-
figon in g,enéfal, A believeshc
Fhold cq,bxnc:t ‘coucil -of that.
ume will bear -Ale witnefs. . Sure
I*any ghae : moft Jof them have
joingd \fuh me in! lamfmtmg this
ftare
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),ga:e of things whillt it fybfifted,
“afd.all thofe twfw ware employ-

ed as minifters.n the {everal parts

of the treaty felt fufficiently the
difficulties Wh1ch this ftrange ma-
nagement often reduced them to.

I am confident they have not fof’ ”
got them o

Ir the means employed to
brisg~rhe peace about were foe-
ble, and in one; refpe& contempt-
ible, thofe em loyed to break
the pegotiation.’ firong and,
formidable. As f % as the firft
fulpicien of a treaty's. bemg ,Qn
Foct crept abroad intovthe wmld.
the whole apxance united sfith &
powerful party ‘in.the natien to
obftrud it. , from. that hour Yo
the momcnt qmgrefﬁ of U-
" trecht

S
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trecht | ‘fio ofi¢ meafumﬁ
poﬁible to :taken was omit-
ted to traverfe evéry 7 advance
thag was madc;. in this ‘work, to
intimidate, to allure, to embar-
rafs every perfon concerned in it.
This was doue without any res,
gard either o decency or good
policy : and from hence it foon
followed,, that paffion and hu~
mor mmgl-ed themfelves on |
fide. " A great part of what we
did for the peace, and of what
others ‘did agaihﬁ'it' can be ac-
counted for on no other prin- _

ola - The allies were Bsoke
AR themfch;es before tﬁe?“
. % tr&t with\the" com*
. Tﬁe matter did

tredtfv‘ » ,Franm and Spain,
but
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e{'pcclally the amf\ J proht:—-
ed nf thls dxﬁ'mmn J

WHOEVER makes' the com-
parifon, which { have touc.h"ed
:upon, - will fee th® true reafons
which rendered the 'peace la:'
.anfwerable to the fuccefs of the
“war, than it might, and than.
i ought to have beer. Judg—
Veierr ‘has been pafled ih this
cafe, as the different paffions or
interefts of men®have infpired
‘them.,  But the ‘real caife lay
in the conﬁltunon of oqr mini-
~ firy# and much thiore in the.eb+

fhhate oppoﬁthn ‘which: fl{vﬁt*
= with frony the whigs 2Ad fm
the allies. owex)er, fure it is,
that the, de s of "th  peace did
. not occaﬁon the. defefions from

the:
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‘the r}l party, which happened:
about this llme, nor thofe difer-
ders in the court which imme-

diately followed.
. . )

Long before the purport of
~ae treaties could be known,
thofe Whlgs, who had fet out
with us- 1n {cventeen hundted
and ten, , began to relapfe back
to their party. They hadanis- |
us thared the harveft of a new
miniftry, and like prudent per-
fons they took meafures in time
to have their {hare in that of a

\ I govemmcnt.

0.

" Tig whimfical ar the hane-.
ver torig contintied “zealous in
appeararice with s,} till the peace
was ﬁgr}%d. I faw no people.

- fo
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"‘(23 eager “for thes concléﬁ&n ?f
it.* Some of tlge'm‘ * were in
fuch hafté, <hat they thought
any peace preferable to the leaft
delay, and omittdd no inftances
to quicken their friends who
were adtors in it. As foon 35’
the treaties were perfected and
laid before the parliament, the
{cheme of thefe gentlemen be-
x.a» to dilclofe itfelf entirely.
Their love of the peace, like
other -paffions, cooled by en-
joyment. They grew nice about
the conftruéion of the articles,
‘coulg? come up to.no dired,
“@pprobatiop, ang, being leginto
.the fectret gf w'hat -was b hap-
pen, would pot preclude them-
felves from fhe gloriogs * advan-

* * ITaAnMERs dette

4 tage..
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ta, . rMing, on the' ruins Qﬁ‘
their friend$ and of. their party.’

Tue danger of the fucceflion,
and the badntfs of the peace,
were the two principles on which
“we were attacked. On the firft,
the whimfical tories joined the
whigs, and declared direétly a-
gainit thelr,party Altho nothmg
is more certain than this trit,
that there was at that time no
formed defign in the - party,
whatever views fome particular
men might have, againft his ma-
ge[t s acceflion to the tiwdne.”

he latter, ,and 'moft othcr
pomts,‘e:{x\ey affelted*a moft glo=

rious nevtrality.

CInst Em) of gathermg ftrength, .
D either
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‘B;ither as’a minift<y ot afi aépar-
ty; we grew We:}kcxl every day.
'The peace hiad been judged with
rcafon to be the only folid foun-
dation whereupon‘We could ercé
a tory fyftem: and yet when it
was made we found ourfelves”
at a full ftand. Nay the very
work, which ought to have
been the bafis of oyr ftrength,
P i part demolithed before
our eycs, and we were ftoned
with the ruins of it.  Whilft
this was doing, Oxrorp look-
ed on, as if he had not been a
“pafty to all which had paffed s
bsoke nowand then a jeft, ]tic‘tl
Aavoured of the ians ?g court
and the bad company gin which
he had bccp‘lbfed : 'an(f?)n thofc
. occafions, wherehis ftion obli-

ged.
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ged Rmhto Tpeak of bufinefs, wag
abfolutely umntclhglblc a

WrETHER this man ever had
any detcrmined view befides that
of raifing his family is, 1 believe,
a problcmatxcﬂ quc{‘uon in the
world. My vpinion is, that he
never had any ether.  The con-
du& of a.minifter, who pro-
pofes to himfelf a great and ne
ble obje&, and who purfues it
fteddily, may feem for a- while
a riddle to the world ; cfpecially
in a government like ours, where
nufnbers of men, different’in’
th%ia.’&hara&ers,,hnd different in
their iNerefts, are &, all times:
to be m naged 5 " where pubh(
affaits arc expofed tp amore acci-
dents and _greater . hazards than .

Dz " in

}
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other countrie}; and where,
by confeguence, - he who is at
the head of" bufinefs will find
himfelf often diftyated by mea-
fures which have no relation té
his purpofe, ‘and obliged‘to bend_
himfelf to things which are in
fome degree contrary to his main
defign. The octan which en-
virons us is an cmblerm of our
government : and the pilot and
the minifter are in fimilar cir-
cumftances. It feldom happens
that either of them can fteer a
dire&t courfe, and they both ar-
rive«at their port by mieans which
ﬁqucntly feem- to carry~tiim
“from it. /But as the v/ork ad-
vances, the orldué't of *him who
leads it Oli with reel ‘abilities
clears up, the appeariflg incon-
O fiftencies
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hﬂel\mes are \ ,reconciled, and;
when it is; once ¢onfummated,
the whole thew? itfelf fo uniform, -
fo plain, and fo natural, that
cvery dabler in politics will be
apt to think he could have done
the fame. But on the other
hand, a man who propofes no fuch
obje&, who fubflitutes artifice
in t‘lc p;acc. ?of ability, who, in-
ftead of leading partics, and. go-
veraing accidents, is eternally agi-
tated backwards and forwards by
both, who begins every day fome-
'thing new, and carries nothing
on to perfeGion, may impofe
a wJ,nlc on the' world: hut a
litele vfooner ora little later the
myftery, will be revealed, and
nethijg will be found to be
couchec under it Dut a thread

D3, . oF
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of pitiful e\pcdtdlts, the ¢ ulti-
“Imate end of which-naver extend-
" ed farther than living from day
to day. Which of thefe picturcs
refembles Oxromp moft, you
will determine. I am forry to
be obliged to name him fo of-
ten; but how is it poflible to
do otherwife while I am fpeak-
mg of times wherein the whole
© turk -of affairs dependtd on his
motions and characer ?

I uave heard, and I believe
truly, that when he returned to
‘Wiidfor in the autumn of feven-
teen hundred and thlrtcen,, after
the marriage of his {on, hr pref-
fed extr emély to have hjh creat-
ed duke of N ewcaftle gr ‘earl of
Clarc : ¢.uc1 the queen’ prefum—
' ing



' %Sir WELLIAM "WINDHAM. 5

ing\to -hefitatg on fo txtraordi—]
nary a propofal, he rcfented this
hefitation in a manper which lit-
tle became a man who had been
fo‘lat&ly raifed by the profufion
of her-favors upon him. Cer-
tain it is, that he began then to
thew a ftill, greater remifinefs in
all parts of hls mlmﬁry, and to
affe& to fay, that from fuch a
time, thic very time I am fpuk--‘
ing of, he took no fhare in tiic
dxrcc’hon of affairs, or words to

that effeé,

HE prgtended to have difces
vered intriguesewhijch werg fet
W S R .
on tqot againit hip, and parti-
cularly e complained of the ad-
ventage which was taken of his
abfence, during . the journey he

D 4, * ‘made
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"\:fmade at <his fon’s marriag(‘,/ to
undermine him with .the queen.
" He is natura]ly inclined to be-
lieve the worft ; which I take to
be a certain mark of a mean fpi-
rit and a wicked foul: at leaft
I am fure that the contrary qua-
lity, when it is not due to weak-
nefs of underﬂ:anding, is the fruit
of a generous temper, and an ho-
‘neft-heart.  Prone to judge ill
of all mankind, he will rarely
be feduced by his credulity ; but
I never knew a man fo capable
of being the bubble of his dif-
truft and jealoufy. He was fo
in this cafe, ditho the qugen,
who could not "be igno;aﬂt of
the truth, faid ¢nough tp unde-
ceive him.  But to be undeceiv-
ed, and t¢ own himfelf {o, was
' . ' not
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notehis phay. » He hoped by cun-
ning to varnifh over his want
of faith and of akility. He was
defirous to make the world im-
plite the extfaordinary part, or,
to {penk more properly, the no
part, which he acted with the
ftaff of treafurer in his hand, to
the queen’s,withdrawing her fa-
vor from him, and to his friends
abandoning him: pretence§ uf-
terly groundlefs when he firft
made them, and which he
brought to be rcal at laft. Even
the wmter before the queen’s
death, when his credit bégan
gommn apace, ' he might have
regained it; hé might have re-
concileds himfelf” perfecly with
alP his. antient friends, and have
acquired the confidence of the,

whole
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whole party. I fay, ‘he nx’/g,ht
have done all- this% becaufe 1
am perfua.dedwthat none of thofe
I have named were fo convin-
ced of his perfidy, fo jaded
with his yoke, or, fo* much
piqued perfonally againft him,
as I was: and yet 4f he would
have exerted himfelf in concert
with us, to improve the few
“advintages which were left us,
and to ward off the vifible dan-
ger which threatened our per-
fons and our party, I would have
ftifled my private animofity, and
‘would have a&ed under him
with as muth zéal as ever. - _But
ke was”uncapable of: takiny fuch
a turn.- The fum of alt his po-
ticy had been toamufe the whigs,

. the tories, and the jacobites, as

Jory
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londs as he could, and to keep
his power a$ long as he amufed -
them. When it became impof-
fible to ﬁmufc mankind any long-

ef, he appelred phinly at the
cnd of his line.

By a fecret correfpondence
with the late earl of Harirax,
and by the intrigues of his bro-
ther, and other fanatical relanom,
he had endeavoured to keep fome

hold on the whigs.

‘Tur tories were attached to
him at fisft by thc heat of & re-
volution in the .rmm{"ry, by their
hatred of the peop!e who were
difcarded, and by the “fond hopes
which, it is® eafy to gwe at the
fetting out of.a new admjniftra-,

tion,
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tion. Afterwards -he held cout
the- peace in profped to them,
and to the jacobites, {eparately,
as an event which muft be brought
about before he could effectually
{ferve either. You cannot have
forgot how things which we pref-
fed were put off, upen every oc-
cafion, till the peace: the peace
was to be the date of a new ad-
“miniftration, and the period at
which the millenary year of to-
ryifm fhould begin. Thus were
the tories at that time amufed:
and fince my exile I have had
the opportunity of, knewing cer-
tainly and ‘circumftantially..that
the jacobites were treated in the
fame manner, and that the pre-
tender was. made, through  the
rench, minifter, to. expe@ that
meafures
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meafures fhould be taken for his
reftoration, as-foon as the péace
had rendered them pradicable.
He was to atjempt nothing, his
partifans were to lie ftill, OxrorD
undertook for all.

Arrer many delays, fatal to
the general intereft of Europe,
this peace was figned: and he-
only confiderable thing which he
brought about afterwards was
the marriage I have mentioned
-above ; and by it an acceflion of
riches. and honor to a family,
whofe cftate wag,very mean, and
wiivle illuftration b\ql'orc this time
I never met with an}awliere, but
in the vain difcpurfes which he
ufed ‘to hold over® clarct. If
\}se‘ kept his 'yvor_d }\'ith’ rany 1of .

the
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the partxcs abovemennoned
muft be fuppofed that he did fo
with the whigs"; for as to us, we
faw nothing after the peace but
increafe of mortification and near-
er approachcs to ruin.  Not a ftep
was made towards completing the
{ettlement of Europe,’ which the
treatics of Utrecht- and Radftat
‘left nnpcrfc& ; towards fortify-
mor and eftablithing the tory par-
ty ; towards {ecuring thofe, who
had been the principal a&tors in
this adminiftration, againft fu-
turc events.  We had proceeded
in a confidence that thefe things
fhould imniediately follow “4he
conclufion of the peace: he had
never, I dare fwear, cntertain-
ed a thought concerning them.
As foon as the Iaft lnnd was
'3 given
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o

giveh to ‘the ‘fortune “of his i:a-
mily, he abandontd his miftrefs,
his friends, and his party, who
had bore hun fo many years on
their fhoulders: and I was pre-
{ent when this want of faith was
reproached him in the plaineft
and ftrongeft terms by one of
the honefteft * men in Britain,
“and bcfore fome of the moﬁ:i-
Lonﬁdcrablc torics.  Even  Iis
impudence fatled him on this oc-
cafion: he did not fo much as
attempt an exculc,

He could nol'7 kee his word
whieh he had gwen hc pretender

and his adhercnts, becaufe he

* Lopd Trevor.
NeDuke of Ormonp, lord Ancrrsey,
lord Harcourr, and myfelf, in Oxrorp s,
{dmngs in St. James’ shoue.

“had
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had formed no party to fupport
him in fuch d defign. He was
fure of having the whigs againft
him if he made the attempt, and
he was not fure of havmg the to-
ries for him. '

In this ftate of confufion and
diftrefs, to which <he had re-
-duced himfelf and wus,, you re-
member the part he adted. He
was the {py of the whigs, and
voted with us in the morning
againft thofe very queftions which
.he had penned the night, before
with Watrorg, and others. —
He cht hlS/I'\Oﬁ »on terms which
no man but he would have held
it on, neither fubmitting to the
queen, nor complying with his
friends. He would not, or he
coutd
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could not a& with us; and .he
refolved that we fhould not'a&
without him, as long as he could
hinder it. Thc queen’s. health
was very precarxous, and at her
death he hoped by thefe means
to deliver us up, bound as it were
hand and foet, to our adverfaries.
On the foundation of this merit
he flittered himfelf that he had
gained fome of the whi gs, and
foftened at leaft the reft of the
party to him. By his fecret
negotiations at Hanover, he took
it for granted, that he was not
only reconciled p that court,
but that he fhoul ’ under” his
prefent majgfly’s _reign, have as
much credit as he had enjoyed
unider that of the queen. He
was weak qnough to boaft of -

E this,
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this, and. to promife.his good
offices voluntanly tc feveral : for
no man was weak enough to
think them worth being {olicit-
ed. In a word, you muft have
heard that he anfwered to lord
‘DarrmoutH and to Mr. Brom-
LEv, that one ‘Thould keep the
privy feal, and the other the {eals
of fecretary ; and thatlord Cow-
- v x- makes no feruple of telling
how he came to offer him the
feals of chancellorr When the
king arrived, he went'to Green-
wich with an affe@ation of pomp
‘and of favor. Againft his fu-
fplc;ous chor“é’ttr, he was .once
in his hfe e bubblc; of his cre-
dulity : and this delufion betray-
ed him into a pumfhment mare
fevere in my fenfe than all which
h?a
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has happeﬁed to” him fince, or -
than perpetual exile; he was
affronted in the manner in which
he was prefented to the king,

THe meaneft fub_]eé’c would have
becn received with goodnefs, the
moft obnoxious with an air of
indifference  but he was recciv-
cd with the ,moft diftinguifthing
contempt. . This treatment he
had in th,% face. of the n'mon.

The king began his reign, in
this inftance, with punifhing the
ingratitude, the perfidy, the in-
folence, which had been fthewn
to his predf:ceﬂ'or. , Oxrorp fled
from«court coveredweith fthame,

the objec of. the’ deflifion *of the
whlgs, and of the 1nd1gnatxon of
the tories.

P 2 Tur
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THE queen might,-if {he had
Pleafed, have faved herfelf from
all thofe mortifications the met
with during the laft months of
her reign, and hér fervants and
the tory party from thofe mis-
fortunes which they endured
during the fame time; perhaps
from thofe which they have fal-
len into fince her death. When
~aii found that the peace, from
the conclufion of which the ex-
pected eafe and quiet, brought
ftill greater trouble upbn her;
when fhe faw the weaknefs of

* her government, and the con-
fufion oﬁ. Aer  affairs increafc
every . day ; when the faw her
firft minifter bewildered and un-
able {o extricate himfelf or her;
in ﬁne, when the negligence of

Lis
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his pubhc conduét and the fap-
cines of his private behaviour
had rendered him infupportable
to.her, and fhe took the refolu-
tion of, laying him. afide, there
was a ftrength il remaininfy
fufficient to_have {upported her
government, to have fulfilled in
great part the expc@ations of
thc tories, and to have conf-
tuted both them and the mini-
fters in fuch a fituation as would
have left them little to appre-
hend.  Some dcfigns were in-
deed on foot which might have
produced very gleat, d1forders :
Oxrorp’s  condudt had given
much occafion ¢o titem, and
with the terrore of them he
endeavoured to intimidate the
queen. Bt | expedients’ were

F 3 not
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not hard to be found, by which
thoﬁ. deﬁgns nnght have been
nipped in the bud, or elfe by
which the perfons who promoted
them might huve "been induced
to lay. the’m afide.  But that
fatal 1rrefolut10n inhcrent to the:
Stuart race hung upbn her. She
felt too much inward refent-
ment to be able to conceal his
dlfgrace from him: yet after he
had made this difcovery, fhe
continued to truft all her power
in his hands.

No people \ever were in fuch
a cenditien f4s ours continued to
be from the 'aut.ﬁmn of one thou-
fand feven hundred and thirteen,
to the fummer folowing. The
queen’s health funk every day,

' T]JQ
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The attack which fhe had in the
winter at Windfor ferved ds a
warning both to thofe who with-
ed, and to thofe who feared her
death, to ewcpeé’c it. The party
which’ oppofed the court had
been continually gaining ftrength
By the weaknefs of our admi-
niftration: and at this time their
numbers were vaftly encreafed;.
and theu: {pirit was raifed by the
near profpe& of the fucceffion
taking place. We were not at
liberty to exert the ftrength we
had. A We faw our danger, and
many of us faw the truc rheans
of 'avoxdmg it: tytowhilft the
magic wand was in the fame
hands, this knowledge ferved
only to increafe our uneafinefs ;
and, whether. we would, or no,

E-a. TN
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we were forced with our eyes
open to walk on'towards the
precipice.  Every. moment we
became lefs able, if the queen
lived, to fupport her govern-
ment; if fhe died, to fecure
ourfelves. One fide was united
in a common viewy; and aced
upon an uniform  plan: the
other had really none at all. We
hknew that we were out of favor
at the court of Hanover, that
we werce reprefented there as ja-
cobites, and that the elector,
his prefent majefty, had been
‘rendered publicly a party to that
oppofition, * (in pight of which
we made the peaee: -and yet we
neither had taken, " nor could
take in our prefent circumftah-
ces, any meafures .to be better or

: . worlfe
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worfe theré. Thus we'languifh-
ed till the twenty feventh ‘of
July one thoufand feven hun-
dred and fourteen, when the
queen difmificd the treafurer.
On the friday following, fhe
fell into an apoplexy, and died
on funday the firft of Auguft.

You dq me, I dare fay, the
juftice to believe, that wnuﬂ:
this ftate of things lafted I faw
very well, how little mention
focver I might make of it at the
rime, that no man in the mini-
ftry, or.in the party, wa$ fo’
mueh expofed, aspay -felf.+ I
could expe@ no duarter from
the whigs, for "I had deferved
néne.., There were perfons a-
mongft them,for whom_I had
) T great
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great eftéem and, fnendznp ; yet
neither with thefe, nor with any
others, had I preferved a fecret
correfpondence, which mlght be
of ufe to me in the day of dif-
trefs: and befides the general
character of my party, I knew
that particular prejudices were
entertained againft me at Hano-
.ver. The whigs wanted nothing
But an opportunity of attacking
the peace, and it could hardly
be imagined that they would
ftop there. In which cafe, I
knew -that they could have hold
‘on no man fo much as myfelf:
the” inftruédons, .the orders; the
memotials had been drawn by
ine, the correlpondence relating
to it in France, and every where
elfe, had been carried on by me

an
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.m a word mmy hand appeated
to almoft every *paper which

had been writ in the whole coutfe
of the negotiation. To all thefe
confiderations I added that of
the weight of perfonal refent-
ment, which I had created againft
myfelf at home and abroad: in
part unavoidably by the fhare
I was obhged to take in thefe af-

fairs; and in part, if you WJll

unneceflarily by the warmth of
my temper; and by {ome un-
guarded expreflions, for whicht
1 have no excufe to make, but
that which Tacrrus makes for’
his father-in-law, Jptius Acri-
coLa: ¢ honeﬁxm putabam of~
“ fendere, quam odiffe.”

_ HAVING tlus profpe& of be~
lng
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ing" d:fhngmfhed ‘from the reft
of ° my party, in- the common
calamity, by fewerer treatment,
I nriigh‘p have juftified myfqlf,
by teafon and by great authori-
ties too, if I had made early pro-
vifion, -at lcaft to be fafe, when
I fhould be no lohger ufeful.
How I could. have fecured this
_pomt I do not think- fit to ex-
plam but certain it is that I
made no one flep towards it. I
refolved not to abandon my par-
*ty by turning whig, or, which
is worfe a great deal, whimfi-
cal; nor to treat feparately from
it. rcfdlved o' keep myfelf
at hbc)ty, to a& on-a tory bot-
‘tom. If the queen difgraced
Oxrorp, and continued o live
afterwards, I knew we fhould
hawe
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have time’ and means fo provide
for our futtre fafety: if the
queen died and left us in the
fame unfortunate circumftances,
I txpeded to_'fuﬁ'er for and with
the tories; and I was prepared
for it. -
- THs thupd.er had long grum-
bled in the air; and yet when :
the bolt fell, moft of our party
appcarcd as much furprifed as
if they had had no reafon to ex¢
pect it.  There was a perfcé’g
‘calm and univerfal fubmiffion
through the whole kingdom.”
The. chevaher Jhdeed fet out as
if his defign had })een to gain
the coaft and to embark for
Great, Britain; and the court of

France made, a merit to them-,

4 felves
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felves of ftopping him and oblig- -
ing: him . to return. But this,
to my certain knowledge, was
a farce acted by concert, to keep
up an opinion of his charader,
when all opinion of his caufe
feemed to be at an end. He
owned this concert tc me at Bar,
on the occafion of my telling,
Ium that he would have found
no party ready to recgive him,
and that the enterprife would
bave been to the laft degree ex-
sravagant. He was at this time
far from having any encourage-
ment: no party, numerous c-
nough to make the leaft diftur-
bance, - was formed.in his fa-
vor. On ‘the king’s arrival the
florm arofe. “The ‘menaces of
the whigs, backed by fome ve-

4 TV



Sir WRLLIAM WINDHAM. 74
ty rath declarations, by dittle cir-
cumftances of - humor which fre-
quently offend more than real
injuries, and by the entire change
of all the perfohs in employment,
blew up.the coals.

At “firft pany of the tories
had been made to entertain fome
faint hopes that they would be
permitted® to live in qu1et 1
have been affured that the king"
left Hanover in that refolution. .
Ha ppy had it been for him and
fér us if he had continued.in it;
if the moderation of his temper
had pot been overborne by the
violence of Party, arid his and
the national intereft factificed to
the.paffions of a°few. Others
there were among the tories who

had
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had flattered themfelves with
much greatet expedations than
-thefe, and who had depended,
not on fuch imagina.ry,’ favor
and dangerous advancement as
was offered them afterwards,
but on real ‘credit and fubftan-
tial power under the new go-
~vernment.  Such. impreffions on
~the mingds of men had render-
ed the two houfcs of parhament,
‘which were then fitting, as good
«courtiers to king GeorGE, as eves
! they had been to queen Anne.
But alt thefe hopes being at once
and with violence extinguifh-
ed; defpair - fucceeded in- their
room. S

Our party began foon to-act
like men delivered over to their

paffions,
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pa.fﬁons, and ungulded by any

other prmcxple ; not like men
fired by a juft refentment and a
reafonable ambition to a bold
undertaking. They treated the
government like men who were
refolved not to live under it:
and yet they*took no one mea-
fure to fupport themfelves againft
it. They exprefled, without re-
ferve or circumfpedtion, an ea-.
gerncfs to join in any attempt
againft the cftablithment which:
they had received and confirm-
ed, and which many of them
had courted but a few weeks
before : and yet in *the, midft
of all this - bravery, when the
dcéhon of the rew parhament
came en, fome of thefe very
men acted with the coolnefs of
‘ 'F thofe
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thofe who are much better dxf-
pofed to comipound than to take

arms.

Tue body of the tories being
in this temper, it is not to be
wondered at, if they heated one
another, and begin apace to
turn their eyes - towards the pre-
tender : and if thofe few, who
.had already engaged with him,
applied themfelves to improve
the conjunure, and endeavour-

ed to lift a party for him.

T wenT, about a month af-
ter the queen’s death, as foon
as the feals were taken from me,
into the country; and whilft I
continued there, I felt the genc~
ral dxfpoﬁtxon to jacobitifm in-

creaf:
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creafe daily ampng people of all
ranks § among feverdl who had
been conﬂ:antly diftinguithed by
their averfion tothat caufe. But
at my return to London in the
month of Februaty or March
one thoufand feven hundred and
fifteen, a few weeks before I
left England," I began for the
firft time.it my whole life to
perceive thefe general difpofitions -
ripen into refolutions, and to
obferve fomé regular workings
among many of our principal
friends, -which deneted a {cheme
of this kind. Thefe workings,
indeed, were very faint; for the
perfons concerned in «carrying
them oh did, note think it fafe
to fpeak'too plainly to men, who
were, in ttuth, 111 difpofed to

* ~F 2 q;e
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the government, becaufe they
neither found their account at
prefent under it, nor had been
managed with .art enough to
leave them hopes of finding it
hereafter ; but who at the fame
time had not the leaft affeGion
for the pretender’s perfon, nor
any principle favorable to his
intereft. .

Tuis was the ftate of things
when the new parliament, which
his majefty had called, affem-
bled. A great maJorxtv of the
ele@tions had gone in favor of
the whigs ;' to which the want
of concgrt among ‘the tories had
contributed ag much, as the vi-
gor of that party, and the in-
fluence of the Lew government

I " tT”lC
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The whigs came to the open-
ing of this parliament full of “as
much violence as could pofiefs
men who expected to make their
couirt, to confirm themfelves in
power, ‘and to gratify their re-
{fentments by the fame meafures.
I have heard that it was a dif~
pute among.the minifters, how
far this {pirit fhould be indulg-
ed; and that the king was de-
termined, or confirmed in a de-
termination, to confent to the
profecutions, and to give the
reins to the party, by the re-
prefentations that were made to
hitm;- that greas diffictilties wduld
arife in the con'tju& of the fef~
fion’ if the court fhould ap-
pear inclined to check this {pi-
rit, and by Mr. W—’s .under-
- F 3 taking
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taking to carry all the bufinefs
fiecefsfully through ‘the houfe
of commons if they were at li-
berty. Such has often been the
unhappy fate of our princes: a
real neeeflity fometimes, and
fometimes a feeming one, has
forced them to compound with
a part of the natjon at the ex-
pence of the whole; and the
fuccefs of their bufinefs for one
year has been purchafed at the
price of public diforder for many.

Tue conjunéture I am fpeak-
ing of affords a mcmorable in-
ftance of this wuth. If mild-
er meafures had been purfued,
certain it is, that the tories-had
never *univerfally embraced ja-
cobitifm. The violence of the

3 ~ whigs,
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whigs forcéd them into’ the armse
of the preterider. * The court
and the party feemed to vie
with one another which fhould
go'the greateft lengths in feve-
rity: and the minifters, whofe
true intereft it muft at all times
be to calm +the minds of men,
and who ought never to fet the
examples of extraordinary inqui-
ries or extraordinary accufations,
weie upon this occafion the tri-

bunes of the people.

T HE council of regency, which
began to fit as {oon as the queen
dieds- a&ed like 4 council of the
holy office. Whoever looked
on the face of the nation faw
evéry thing ‘quict; not one of
fho{'e fymptc.)ms appearing which

R S muft
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muft have thewn themfelves more
or ‘lefs at that. moment, if, in
reality, there had -been any mea-
fures taken during .the former
reign to defeat the proteftant
fucceflion. His majefty afcend-
ed the throne with as little con-
tradi®ion and as little trouble,
as ever a fon fucceeded a father
in the pofleflion of a private pa-
trimony. But he, who had the
opportunity, which I had till
my difmiffion, of feeing a great
part of what pafied in that coun-
cil, would have thought that
there had been an oppofition ac-
tually fornred, that the new-cfta-
blithment was attacked openly
from without, and betrayed from
within, .

Tus
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" “Tue faime difpofitidn conti-
nued after the king’s arrival.
This political inquifition  went
on with all the eagernefs imagi-
nable in feifing of papers, in
ranfackmg the queen’s clofet,
and examining even her private
letters. The whigs had cla-
mored loudly,, and affirmed in
the face of the world, that the
nation had been fold to F ran‘éc,.
to Spain, to the pretender: and
whilft they endeavoured in vain,
by very fingular methods, to
find fome color to juftify what
they had advanced without proof,
they.. put themfelves* under -an
abfolute neceffity of ground-
g the moft «folcmn profecu-
tich op things, *whereof they
might indeed .have proof, but

which
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which. would never pafs for
cfimes before any judges, but
fuch as were parties at the fame
time. - :

In the king’s firft - fpeech
from the throne, .all the in-
flaming hints were »given, and
all the methods of violence were
chalked out to the two houfes.
The firft fleps in both were
perfe@ly anfwerable: and, to the
{hame of the peerage be it {pok-
en, I faw at that time feveral
lords concur to condemn, in
one- general vote, all that they
had approved of in a former.par-
liament by many particular refo-
lutions. ‘Among feveral bloody
refolutions propofed- and agitat-
ed at this time, . the refolution

: - of
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of* impeaching’ me: of high trea-
fon was taken: amd I took that
of leaving England, pot in a
panic terror jmproved by the
artifices of the duke of MarL-
soroueH, whom I knew even
at that time too well to a& by,
his advice or information in any
cafe, buton fych grounds as the
proceedings which {foon follow-
ed fufficiently juftified, and”as
I have never repented building

upon. Thofe whe blamed it in
the firft heat were foon after ob-

Tiged ta changé their language:
for what other refolution could
I take? The method of profe-
cution defigned againﬁ me would
have put me immediately out
of *congition® to a& for myfclf,
or to ferve thofe who were lefs

expofed
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expofed than me, *but'who wete,
however, in danger. On the
other hand, how.few were there
on whofe affiftance I could de-
pend, or to whom I would, e-
ven in thofe circumftances, be
obliged ? The ferment in the
nation was wrought tip to a con-
fiderable height ; . but there was
at that time no reafon to ex-
,peét that it could influence the
proceedings in parliament in fa-
vor of thofe who fhould be ac-
cufed. Left to it’s own move-
ment, it was much more proper
to quicken than flacken the pro-
fecutions : “and who was ‘there
to guide it’s njotions? The to-
ries who had been true to one
another to the laft were an hand-
ful, and no great vigor could

' Co be
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be expe&ed from them. The
whimficals, dlfappomted of "the
figure which they hoped to make,
began indeed to join their old
friends. One * of the princi-
pal amongft them was fo very
good as to confefs to me, that
if the court had called the fer-
vants of the-late queen to ac-
count, .and had ftopped there,
he muft have confidered him-
fel as a judge, and have a&-
ed according to his conicience
.on what fhonld have appeared
to him: but that war had been
declared to the, whole tory par-
ty, and that® now the ftate of
things was altered. . This dif-

** Earl of Awcizsev. I told the fa
to the bifhop of RocresTrr that mght or
-the next day. »

courfe
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courfe needed, no commentary,
and proved to me, that I had
never erred in the judgment I
made of this fet of ' men. Could:
I then refolve to be obliged to
them, or to fuffer with Ox-
rorp? As much as I fll was
heated by the dlfputes in which
I had been all my flife engaged
againft the whigs, I would foon-
er have chofe to owe my fecurity
to their indulgence, than to the
affiftance of the whimficals: but
I thought banithment, with all
her train of evils, preferable to
cither. I gbhorred Oxrorp to
that degree, that T could not
bear to bt joined with him in
any cafe. Nothing perhaps con-
tributed fo much to determine
me as this fentiment. - A fenfe:

of
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of honor would not have permig-
ted me to dlﬁmgudh between
his cafe and minhe own: and
it was worfe than death to lie
under the neceflity of making
them the fame, and of taking
meafures in concert with him.

I am notvcome to the time
at which 1 left England, and
have finithed the firft part. of
that dedu&ion of faéts which I
propofcd to lay before you. I
am hopeful that you will not
think .it altogether tedious_ or
unneceffary :  for, altho very 1 it~
tle of what I have faid can “be
new to you, yet this .fummary
account will enable you with
greater’ eafe to recal to your
memory thg I'zaﬂ'ages of thofe

four
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four years, wherewith all that
I am going to relate to you has
an immediate and neceffary con-
nection. . .
In what has been faid I am
far from making my own pane-
gyric. 1 had not in thofe days
fo much merit as ‘was afcribed
to_me: nor fince' that time
have I had {o little as the fame
perfons allowed me. I com-
mitted without difpute many
faults; and a greater man than
1 can pretend to be, canftitut-
ed in the fame . circumftances,
.would not have kept cléar of
all: but, with refpe& to the to-
ries I(:ommlttgd none. I‘_camed
‘the point_of party-honor to the
height, and facrmcgd every thing
‘ . ‘ to
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to my attachmcﬁt to thet dunng
this period of time. * Let us now
examine whether I have done fo
during the reﬁ.'

Wuen I arrived in France,
about the end of March one
thoufand feven hundred and fifs
teen, the affajrs of England were
reprefented , to me in another
light, than I had feen them in
whert I looked upon them with
my own eyes.very few wecks
before. I found the perfons,
who were detached to fpeak
with fhe, prepared to think
tht X' came oyeP~tos negotiate
for the pretendeb: and when
they percelvcd that T was more
‘igndrant thare they imagined, I
was affured by them, that there

G ‘would
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would Be fuddenly an univer-
fil rifing in England and Scot-
land. The leaders were nam-
cd to me, theu' engagements
{pecified, and many gentlenien,
yourfclf among others, were rec-
koned upon for particular fer-
vices, tho I was certain you
had never been greated with.
From whence I concluded, and
the event has juftified my opi-
nion, that thefe affurances had
becn given en the general cha-
radters of men, by fuch of our
friends as had embarked foon-
er, and gone farther t{ian the
reft. ‘
. Tius management furprifed
me. extremely. In the anfwers
I made, . 1 mdeax oured to fet
' the
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the miftakeé nght to fhew that

things were far from the pomt
of maturity imagined ; that the
chevalier had Jet no party for
him, and that nothing could
form ore but thf: extreme vio-
lence which the whigs threaten~
ed to exerdife. Great endea-
vours were wfed to engage me
in this affair, and to prevail
on ‘me to anfwer the letter of
invitation fent me from Bar. I
alledged, as it was true, that
I had no commiffion from any
perfon in England, and that
the frleds I'left behind me were
thé only perfons who ‘could de-
termine mc,- if #ny could, to
take fuch a ftep. | As to the 1aft
propoﬁt&on, 1 abfolutely refuf~
Cd lt N .
. ' G 2 "IN
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In the uncertainty of what
weuld happen, whether the pro-
{fecutions would be pufhed which
was moft probable, in the man-
ner intended againft me, - and
againft others, for all of whom,
except the eail of Oxrorp, I
had as much concern as for my-
{elf ;. or whether the whigs would
relent, drop fome, , and foften
the. fate of others; 1 refolved
“to condu@t myfelf fo, as to create
no appearance which might be
ftrained into a pretence for hard
ufage, and which mighs be re-
torted on my friends wh they
debated for <fie, or whék: they
defended themfelves I faw the
eadd of 'STAIR, I promlfed him
that I wouldenter into no ja-
cobite-engagements, and I kept

“ . * my
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my word with him. I writ a
letter to Mr. fecretary StanHoPE,
which might tdke off any im-
putation of negle® of the go-
vernment; and I retired into
Dauphiﬁé to remove the objec-
tion of reﬁd‘ence ncar the court
of France.

Turs etreat from Paris was
cenfured in England, and ftyl--
ed a defertion of my friends
and of their caufe: with what
foundation let any reafonable
man dgtermine. Had I engag-
ed, wish the pretender before
“the f)'arty d&ed’ for hum, or re-
auired of nie thdt 1 fhould do
fo,, T had taken ¢he air of be-
ing his’ man; whereas T'look-
ed an 1myﬁ.;lf :eis theirs: I+ had
' G 3 gone
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gone about to brmg them in-
to his meafures;- 3- whereas I ne-
ver intended, e¢ven fince that
time, to do any thing more
than to make him as far as pof-
fible a&t conformably to their
views,

[}

During the fhott time I con-
tinued on the bamnks of the
Rhone, the profecutions werc
carried on at Weftminfter with
the utmeoft violence, and the
ferment among the people was
rifen to fuch a degree, ¢ that i
could end in nothmg,,\bclt(:r,
it mlght h’lVC ended in “fome-
thing worfe, than it did: The
mcafures which 1 obferved at
Paris ‘had turned to no account ;
on ‘the tontrary, °the letter whlch

" : T writ
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I writ to Mr. fecretary Sr AN-
HOPE WAas quotcd as a bafe and
fawning fubmiffion : and what
I 1ntendcd as aymark of refpeét
to the government, and a fer-
vice to Iny friends, was pervert-
ed to ruin me in the opinion
of the latter. The a& of at-
tainder, in confequence of my
impeachment, had pafied againft
me, for crimes of the blackeft
dye: and among other inducé-
ments to pa{s it, my having been
engaged in the pretender’s in-
tereft wasone, How well found-
ed ttjy article was, has alréady
’ﬁf)pcared I was jutt as guil-
ty of the reft. ’Fhe correfpond-
ence with me was, you know,
qeithe: frequent nor fafe. 1
heard feldom.and darkly from
. 6 4 you;
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you; and tho I faw well enough
which way the current fan, yet
I was entirely ignorant of the
meafures you took, and of the
ufe you intended to make of
me. I contented miyfelf, there-
fore, with letting you all know,
that you had but to command
me, and that I.was ready to
venture in your fervice the lit-
tle which remained, as frankly
28 I had expofed all which was
gone. At laft your commands
came, and 1 fhall thew you
in what manner. I ex\e‘cuted
thein. 3

‘THs Pcri'on{who -was fent to
mc-arrived n the beginning of
July, one thoufand feven huy;
dred and fifteen, at the- place

: U where
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where 1 was. He fpokc in the
name of all the friends whofe
authority could influence me,
and he broughy me word that
Scotland was not only ready to
take arms, but under {fome fort
of diffatisfaction to be withheld
from beginning; that in Eng-
land the people were exalperat-
ed againft -the government to
fuch a degree, that; far from,
wanting to be encouraged, they
could not be reftrained from
infulting it on every occafion
that thg whole tory party was
beconge avowedly jacobite that
fhany-ofhicers of the darmy, ard
the majority-of tHe foldiers were
very well affe@ed, to the cafes
that the city 6f London was rca-
dy to rife, z’md- that the cnter-

; prifes
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prifes for feifing of feveral places
were ripe for execution: in a
word, that moft of the princi-
pal tories were ina concert with
the duke of Ormonp, for I had
prefled particularly to be inform-
ed, whether his grace aced alone,
or if not, who were his ceun-
cil; and that the-others' were
fo difpofed, that there remained
no doubt of their joining as {oon
as the firft blow thould be ftruck.
He added, that my friends were
a little furprifed to obferve that
I lay newter in fuch a ponjunc-
ture. He reprefented tol_g the
danger I'ran of being prevent-
ed by people ‘of all fides from
kaving the merit of engaging
early in this enterpfife ; and how
unaccountable it would be for
a man
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a man 1mpe1ched and attainteg
under the’ prefent government,
to take nb fhare in bringing a-
bout 3 revolutieh fo near at hand
and o certain. He entreated
that I would defer no longer to
join the chevaher ; to advife and
aflift in carrying on his affairs,
and to folicit -and negotiate at
the courf of France, where my
fricnds imagined that I fhould.
not fail to meet with a favora-
hle reception, and from whence
they made no doubt of receiving
affiftance in-a {ituation of affairs
focifigal, fo unexpe&ed and
To pfomifing. Me concluded by
giving me a’ Jette) from,the pre-
tender, whom' he had feen™h
his way to me, in:which I was
prefied to repair without lofs of
' time
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time to ,Commercy: and this
inftance was grounded on the
meflage, which the bedrer of the
letter had brought me - from my
friends in England. Since he
was fent to me, it had been
more proper to have come di-
recly where I was: but he was
in hafte to make his own court,
and to deliver the affurances
which were entrufted to him.
Perhaps too he imagined that
he thould tie the knot fafter on
me by acquainting me, that my
friends had a&ually engaged for
themfelves and me, whin by
barely telling ale that théy de--
fired I.would engage for myfelf
ARd them, | ‘

= A & Fil 5 ‘A -
JN the progrcfs\ of the c?n
ver{ation
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vetfation He related a ultitude
of facs, whith fatisfied me a5
to the general difpofition of the
people; but he gave me little
fatlsfaction as to the meafures
taken for improving this difpo-
fition, for driving the bufinefs
on with vidor if it tended to a
revolution, er.for fupporting it
with advantage if it fpun into
awar. When I queftioned him
concerning feveral perfons whofe
difinclination to the government
admitted of no doubt, and whofe
names,* quality, and experience
were yery eflential to the {uctefs
of the' undertakmg, ‘he owned
to me, that they: kept a’ great
referve! and did at moft Yt
endourage ofhers to act, by ge-
neral and dark-expreffions. .

I I 'Re-
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I receivep this account and
this fummons ill ' in my bed :
yet important as the matter was,
a few minutes fzrved to deter-
mine me. The circumftances
wanting to form a reafonable in-
ducement to engage did not ef-
cape me. But the"fmart of a
bill of attainder tingled in eve-
ry vein: and I looked on my
party to be under oppreﬁion,
and to call for my affiftance.
Befides which, I confidered firft
that I fhould certainly be in-
formed, :when. I conferred with
the' chevalier, of many g_artu:u—
lats unknown tO‘thlS gentleman
for' I'did not &unagtne that you
cedid be fo near to take arms,
as he rcprefemed you to.be, on
no othér foundation than that

3« -\ which
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‘which he ¢xpofed : and fecond-
ly, that I was obliged in horor
to declare, without waiting for
a more particular information of
wHat might be expedted from
England ; fince my friends had
taken their.refolution to declare,
without any previous affurance
of what might.be expe@ed from
France. This {fecond motive
weighed .cxtremely with me at,
that time: there is however more
found than fenfe in it, and it
contains the original error to
which all your fubfequent er-
rors, vznd the thread of misfor-
- tunes *which followed,” are to be
afcribed.

My refolution thus taken, I
loﬁ' no tnne -in  repairing to
€ommercy.
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Commercy The vety firft con-
verfations with thé chevalier an-
fwered in no degree my expecta-
tions: and I affure you with
great truth, that I began even
then, if not.to repent of my
own rafhnefs, yet to be fully con-
vinced both of yours'and mine.

He talked.to me like a man
who expected every moment to
fet out for England or Scotland,
but who did not very well know
for which: and when he en-
tered into the particulars of his
affairs, I found that copcern-
itig the. former the’ had n@ﬁhurg
more circumftantial- nor pofitive
to~go upon, than what I had
already heard.. ' "The .advices
which were fent from thence

\ contained
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contained fuch affurances of fuc,
cefs, as it was hard to think
that men, who did not go upon
the fureft groudds, would pre-
fume to give. But then thefe
affurancés were general, and
the authority feldom fatisfacto-
ry.  Thofe which came from
the beft hands were verbal, and
often copveyed by very doubt-
ful meflengers ; others came from .
men whofe fortunes were as de-
fperate as their counfels; and
athers came from perfons whofe
fituation in the world gave lit-
tle reéfon to attend to their juc.lg-
ment'in matters ‘of this 'kind: )

Tug duke of, Ormonp “Hid
been for fome time, I cannot
fay how long, engaged with

‘H. ‘the
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the chevalir. He had taken
the diretion of this whole af-
fair, as far as it related to Eng-
land, upon hiufelf, and had
received a commiflion for this
purpofe, which contdined the
moft ample powers that could
be given.  After this, one would
be apt to imagine,. that the prin-
ciples on which the pretender
thould procecd, and the tories
engage in this fervice, had been
laid down; that a regular and
certain method of correfpond-
ence had been eftablithed ; that
the neceflary affiftances ha'd been
fpecified,' and ‘that poﬁtn‘/e af-
furances had been given of them.
Nothmor lefs.. In a matter as
{erious as t}ns, all’ was loofe ‘and
abandoned to tke d1fpoﬁtxon of
fortune.
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fortune. The firf} point had
never been touched upon: by
what I have fald above you fee
how little care -was taken of the
fecond: and as to the third,
the duke had afked a {mall bo-
dy of regular forces, a fum of
money, and a quantity of arms
and ammunition. He had been
told in anfiver by the court of
France, that he muift abfolute-
ly dcrp'm of any number of
troops whatever; but he had
been made in general to hope
for fome money, f{ome arms,
and fome ammunition: a lit-
tle fom had, I ‘think, been ad-
vanced to Kim. 'In a.mfe fo
plain as this, it & hard to con
céive how any man could err.
The afﬁf’cqncca demanded from

/H 2 France
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France at this tjme, and even
coreater than thefe, will appear,
in the fequel of this relation, by
the fenfe of th¥ whole party to
have been deemed effentially ne-
ceflary to fuccefs. In fuch an
uncertainty therefore, whether
even thefe could be obtained, or
rather with {fo ‘much recafon to
apprchend that they could not,
it was cvident that the torics
ought to have lin ftll.  They
might have helped the ferment
againft the government,  but
thould have avoided with the
utmoﬁ care the n‘ivinw any alarm,
or even iui*)lg ion of thar true
ddwn, md'hm. reiumed or
Yot refumed Jt as the chevalier
was able or not able to” provide
the troops, mc armg, the mo-

ney,
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ney, &c. ~ Inftead of which
thofe who were at the head of
the undertaking, and thercfore
anfwerable for the meafures which
were purfucd “fuffered the bu-
{incfs to*jog mcrnly on. They
knew in gncral how little de-
pendence wis to be plaud on
toreign fuccaur, but aéted as
if they had heen fure of it: while
the pfarty were rendered  fan-
guine by their paflions, and
made no doubt of fubverting
2 government they were angry
with, both onc and the other
made as much buftle, and gave
a8 gx-ent' alarm,+ as wduld hawe
been imprudcnt é‘;‘cn at the eve
of a general mfurrcéhon. Fhig
ppcdrcd to me t be the flate
of thmge thh. rpr & to Eng-
' X R land,
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land, when I arrived at Com-
mercy.

The Scots had long prefled
the chevalier to come amongft
them, and had of late fent fre-
quent meflages to quicken his
departure, fome of which were
delivered in terms much more
zealous than refpeful.  The
truth is, they fecmed in as much
hafte to begin, -as if they had
thought themfelves able to do
the work alone; as if they had
been apprehenfive of no danger
but that of feeing it taken out
of their' hands, and of having
the honor of it fhared by others.

Hawever, that which was want-
ing on the part of England 'was
not wanting in Scotland: the

Scots
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Scots talked-aloud, but they were
in a condition to gife. They
took little care to keep their
intentions fecret but they were
difpofed to put thofe intentions
into immediate execution, and
thereby to render the fecret no
longer neceffary.  They knew
upon whom to depend for eve-
ry part of the’ work, and they
had concerted with the cheva-
lier even to the place of his

landing,.

" Tuere was need of no great
fagacity to perceive how upe-
qual  fuch foungations, were to
the wcxght of the building de-
Ligned to be raifed one them.,

The Scots with Yall their zeal™
and all' their valor could bring

' . H. 4 " no
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no revolution about, unlefs’ in
toncurrence * with' the Englifh :
and among the latter nothing
was ripe for fu¢h an undertak-
ing but the temper of the peo-
ple, if that was fo. I.thought
therefore that the pretender’s
friends in the north fhould be
kept from rifing, , till thofe in
the fouth had put themfelves in
a condition to a@; and that in
" the mean while the utmoft en-
deavours ought to be ufed with
the king of France to efpoufe
the caufe ; and that a plan of
the defign, with a more parti-
calar fpevificition of the - fuc-
cours defired, yas well as of the
time when, and the place to
which they fhould 'be conveyed,
ought to be writ for: gl which,
T I was
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I was told by the marfhal of
Berwic, who had ‘the pnnc1pa1
dire@ion at that time of thefe
affairs in Frangd, and I dare fay
vc;y truly, had been often afk-
ed but never fent. I looked on
this enterprife to be of the na-
ture of thole which can hardly
be undertaken .more than once;
and I judged that the fuccefs
of it would depend on timing,,
as ncar as poflible, together the
infurreion in both parts of the
ifland, and the fuccours from
hence, The pretender approv-
ed this opinion of mine. ‘He
inftructed me accordlngly ahd
I left Lorain, after having accept-
ed the feals mych againft inse
inclination. * I made ors& condi-
tion with him. It was this:

T that
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that I fhould be at liberty ‘to
quit a ftation, which my humor
and many other confiderations
made me think myfelf very un-
fit for; whenever the occafion
upon which I engaged was o-
ver, one way or other: and I

defire you to remember that I
did fo.

I arrIveD at Paris' towards
‘'the end of July one thoufand fe-
ven hundred and fifteen. You
will obferve that all T was charg-
ed with, and all by confequence
that I am anfwerable for, was
to, folicit this eoyrt, and to,dif-
pofe them to grant us the fuc-
cours néccﬂ'ary to make the at-
tempt, as foon as we fhould
know certainly from England in

. what
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what it was defired that thefe
fuccours thould confift, and whi-
ther they fhould be fent. Here
I found a multitude of people
at*work, and every one doing
what feemed good in his own
eyes: no fubordination, no or-
der, no cohcert. Perfons con-
cerned in the, management of
thefe affau;s upon former occa-
fions have affured me, this is al-
ways the cafe. It might be fo
to fome degree; but I believe
never {o much as now. The
Jacobltes had wrought one ano-
ther up to look on the fuccefs
of the prefent defigns as infalli-
ble. Every meeting-houfe which
the populace de‘moh{hed, eve-

ry*little drurtken riot which hap-
pened, ferved.to confirm them

. 1in
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in thefe “fanguiné expeations :
and there was hardly one amongft
them who would lofe the air of
contributing by %his intrigues to
the reftoration, which, he took
it for granted, would be brought
about, without him, in a very few
weeks. . )

" Care and hope fat on cvery
bufy irith face. Thofe who
could write and read had letters
to fhew, and thofe who had
not arrived to this pitch of eru-
dition had their fecrets to whif-
per:  No fex was excluded from
this miniftry. © Fanny OocLe-
THORPE, whom you muft have
{een-in Englan;l, kept her cor-
nerin it, and OL1vE TRANT was
the great wheel of. our machine.

o nzAGIM:
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I mvaGINE that, this piQure,
the lines of which are not in
the leaft too ftfong, would ferve
to, reprefent what pafied on your
fide of the water at the fame
time. The letters which came
from thence feemed to me to
contain rather fuch things as the
writers wifhed might be true,
than fueh’as they knew to be
{fo: and the accounts which were-
fent from hence were of the fame
kind. The vanity of fome, and
the credulity of others {fupport-
cd this ridiculous correfpondence 3
and T.queftiop .not, but very
many perfons, {feme fuch J have
known, did the fime thing
from a principle Which' they took
to be 4 very wife one: they ima-
gined that théy helped by thefe

mceans
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means to maintain and to in-

creafe the fplnt of the party in
England and France. They
a&ed like THoas, that turbu-
lent aetolian, who brought AN-
TiocHUs into Greece: qui-
¢ bus mendaciis de rege, mul-
« tiplicando verbis copias ejus,
¢ erexerat multorutn in Graecia
 animos ; iildem et regis {pem
.« inflabat, omnium votis eum
« arcefli.”” Thus were num-
bers of people employed under
a notion of advancing the bufi-
nefs, or from an affe@ation of
1mportance, in amuﬁng and flat-
tering one another, and in found-
ing the_alarm in the ears of an
~enemy, whomeit was their in-
tereft to furprife. "The govern-
ment of England was put on

) it’s
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it’s guard and the ncceﬁity of
adting, or of ‘laying afide with
fome difadvantage all thoughts
of -a&ing for .the prefent, was
precxpltated before any mea-
fures neteflary to enable you to
a& had been prepared, or almoft
thought of.

Ir his, majefty did not, till
fome fhort time after this, de-
clare the intended invafion to
parliament, it was not for want
of information. Before I came
to Parjs, what was doing had
been difcovered. The little arma-
ment 'made at the Havre, which
furnithed the only means the
chevaligr then had for his tranf-
portation intoBritain, which had
¢xhaufted the treafury of St. Ger-

mains,
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mains, and which contained "all
the arms and ammunition that
could be depended upon for
the whole undertaking, tho they
were hardly {ufficient to begin
the work even in Scotland, was
talked of publicly. A minifter
lefs alert and lefs capable than
the earl of Srair- would eafily
have been at the bottom of the
fecret, for {o it was called, when
the particulars of meflages re-
ceived and fent, the names of
the perfons from whom they
came, and by whom they were
carried, were whifpered about at
tea-tables and in coffee-houfes.

- 1IN fhort; swhat by the indif-
cretion of people here, what by
the rebound which came often

back
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back from London, what bf:
the private interefts and ambitious
views of * perforis in the french
court, and what by other caufes
unneceflary to.be examined now,
the moft private tranfa&ions came
to light: and they, who imagin-
ed that they trufted their. heads
to the keePfrig' of one or two"
friends, were in reality at the
mercy of numbers. Into fuch*
company was I fallen, for my
fins: and it is upon the credit
of fuch a mob miniftry, that
the tories have judged me capa-
ble of betraying,a truft, or incg-
pable of difcharging it.

1 uxp made Very little pro-
grefs in the bufinefs which
brought me to" Paris, when

| the
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the: paper fo long expected was
fent, - in purfuance of former
inftances, from - England The
unanimous fenfe - of the pnnm—
pal perfbns engaged was contain-
ed in it. 'The whole had been
di&tated word for word to the
gentleman, who brought it over,
by the earl of Mg, and it had
been delivered to l‘um by the
duke of Ormonp. I was driv-
ing in the wide ocean without
a compafs, when this dropped
unexpectedly into my hands, . I
received it joyfully, and I fteer-
ed my courfe exadly. by it.
Whether ‘the perfons from'Wwhom
it.came purfued the principles,
-and obferved #the rules which
they laid down as the meafures
of their own condu& and. of
ours,
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"ours, will appear by the fequgl
of this relation.

Tais memerial afferted, that
there were no hopes of fuc-
ceeding' in a prefent undertak-
ing, for many reafons deduced
in it, without an immediate and |
univerfal riftng of the people in
all party of England upon the
chevalier’s arrival; and that this
infurreGtion was in no degree
probable unlefs hes brought a bo-
dy of regular troops along with
him :, that, if this attempt mif~.
carried, his caufe and his friends,
the" enghﬁl liberty and govefri-
ment, would be utterly, rumed
but, if by coming without troops
he refolved "to rifque " thefe and
~cvery thing elfe, he muft {et out

12 - " fo
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fig. as not to arrive before the end
of September, O. 8. to juftify .
which opinion rany arguments
were urged. - In this cafe twen-
ty thoufand arms, a ‘train' of
artillery, - five hundred ofhcers
with their fervants, and a con-
fiderable fum of money were de-
manded : and as ioon as they
thould be informed that the
.chevalier was in condition to
make this provifion, it was faid
that notice fhould be given him
of the places to which he might
. fend and of the perfons who
were to be trufted. I do not
fnention fome inconveniencies
which they touched upon arif-
ing trom a delzy; becaufz their
opinion Was clearly for this de-
lay, -and becaufe that they could

not
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‘not fuppofe | ‘that the chevalid
would a&, ‘or that thofe about
him would ad‘d'e him to a&,
coptrary to the fenfe of - gll his
friends in England. No time
was loft in making the proper
ufe of this paper. As much of
it as was fit to be thewn to
this court was tranflated into
French, and laid before the king
of France. I was now able -
t@'»:_.-ﬁnéak with greater affurance, '
and in fome fort to undertake
condltlonally for the event of
things. .

THE propofal.. of violating
treaties, {o lately and {o felemn-
ly condluded, was a very bold
one to be made to péople, what-
ever their inclindtions might be,

I3 _whom
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whom the war had reduced to
the loweft ebb of riches and
power. Theyywould not hear
of a dire& and- open engage-
ment, fuch as the fending a bo-
dy of troops would have been;
neither would they grant the
whole of what was afked in the.
fecond plan. But it was im-
poffible for them, ‘on any one
- elfe, to forefee how far thofe
fteps which they werc willing
to take, well improved, might
‘have encouraged or forccd them
to, go. 'They granted ws fome
fuccours, and thc very ﬂnp in
which the pretendcr was to trani-
port himfelf was ftted out by
-DEPINE D "Aicanr at the king
of France’s expence.” They
would have corfcealed thefe ap-
pearances
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‘peérances as much as thdy could
but the heat -of the whigs % (’1
the refentment of the court of
England mlght ‘mve drawn them
in® We fhould have been glad
indiretly to concur in fixing
thefe things upon them: and,
in a word, ‘if the late king had
lived fix mogths longer, 1 verily
belicve there had been war again
between® England and France.
'This was the only point of time’
when thefe affairs had, to my
appr chenfion, the leaft reafon-
able appearance cven of pofli-
bllxty all that preceded awas
wild, and unoertains all that
{ollowed was miad and defpe-
rate,  Dut this favorable afpect
had an extreme fhort duration.
T'wo events {ogn happened, one
) Ia - of
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of whick caft a damp on all we
eft doing, and the ather ren-
dered vain and fruitlefs all we had
done. The firfl was the arrival
of the duke of OrmonD in France,
the other was the death of the
king. '

" Wr had founded the dukc’s
name hlgh His reputanon and
the opinion of his power were

“great, ‘The French began to
believe that he was.able to form
and to head a party; that the
troops would join him; that
the nation would follow the fig-
nal whencver he drew his fword :
and - the voice of the people,
“the eclio of Whlch was continu-
 ally in their ears, confirméd them
;n th;s belief. But when, in the

midft
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midft of all thefe bright ldeas'r
they faw him arrive, almoft
‘terally alone, when, to excufe
his coming, I’was obliged to
tel them, that he could not
ftay ; they funk at once from
their hopes : and that which
generally hippens happened in
this cafe; bgcaufe they had had
too good ap opinion of the caufe,
they began to form too bad an
one, Before this time, if they’
had no friendfhip for the tories,
they had at leaft fome confidera-
tion and efteem. After this, I
faw nothing but compaffion in
the beft of them, and contempt
in the others. ° .

*When 1 arnved at Pans, the
klng was already gone to Marly,

where
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where thé indifpdfition which*he
b.id begun to feel at Verfailles
increafed upon him. He was
the beft friend the chevalicr had:
and when I engaged in this
bufinefs, my principal depend-
encc was on his perfonal cha-
raGer. This failed me to a
great degrec: he wuas not in a
condition to exert the fame vi-
gor as formerly.  The minifters,
who faw {fo grcat an cvent as
his death to be probably at hand,
a certain, minority, an u iccr-
tain regency, perhaps confufion,
at beft a new face of govern-
ment and a new fyftems of af
fairs,* would not, for their owir
fakes, "as well as for the fake
of the public, venture to-engdec
far in any new meafures.. All
' 1 h:h!
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1 “had to negotiate by myfey
firft, and i conjun@ion with
the duke of Qrmonp foon af-
terwards, languifhed with the
kfng. My hopes funk as he de-
clined,* and dicd when he ex-
pired.  The event of things has
fufficiently Thewn that all thofe,
which wero entertained by the
duke and the jacobitc party un-
der the regency, were founded
on the grotleft delufions imagin-
able. Thus was the projeet he-
come impradlicable before . the
tim€ arrived, which was fized
by thofe, who direted thmgs in
England, for putting® it in cxc-
" cution.

"Tar flew government of
. France appeared to mc hke 4
ﬁr’mm
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ange country. I was little ac-
_quainted with the*roads. Moft
of the faces I mqt with were un-
known to me, ,and I hardly
underftood the language of the
people. Of the men who had
becn in power under the late
reign, many were difcarded,
and moft of the others were too
much taken up with the thoughts
of fecuring themfelves under this,
to receive applications in favor
of the pretender. The two men
who had the greateft appear-
ance of favor and power were
p’AGuEssEau and NoaiLLes.
One was ‘made chancellor, on
the death of Vioisin; fftom at-
torney general ; #and the other
was placed at the head of <the
treafury.- The fuft pafles for
3 a man
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a man of parts, but he neve
acted out of the fphere of the
law : T hadno aéquamtance with
him before this time; and when
you confider his circumftances
and mine, you will not think
it could be,very eafy for me to
get accefs to him now. The
latter T had” known extremely
well whidft "the late king lived :
and from the fame court prin- -
c1p1e, as he was glad to be well
with me then, he would hardly
know me new. The * mini-
fter who had the principal di-
rection of foreign affajrs I lived
in fnendﬂ'np with, and I muft
own to his honor, that he ne-
ver, eneouraged a defign, which
he knew that his court had no
.mtennon of fupportmg o

* M D’Hvxnu_r.s THERE
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. Tuere were other perfons,
not to tire you with farther par-
ticulars upon this head, of cre-
dit and influence, with whom
I found indire& and private ways
of converfing: but it was in
vain to expe@ any more than
civil language from them, in a
cafe which they found no dif-
pofition in their mafter to coun-
tenance, and in favor of which
they had no prejudices of their
own. The private engagements
into which the duke of Or-
LEaNs had entered with his ma-
jefty, during the life of the late
king, will abate of their force
as theregent grows into ftrength,
and would foon have had no
force at all if the preterider had
met with fuccefs: but in thefe

4 begin-



. Su‘ WILLIAM, WINDIIAM 143

begmmngs they operated verf‘
ftrongly. "~ T he air of this court
was to take thi counterpart of
all, which had bcen thought
right under Lewis the four-
teenth. * ¢ Cela refemble trop
“ a lanciep fyfttme,” was an
aniwer fo often given, that it
became a jeft; and almoft a pro-
verb. But to finith this®ac-
count with a fa& which is in-
credible, but flri&tly true; the
very peace, which had faved
Erance from ruin, and the mak-
ers of it, were become as unpo-
pular at this court, as at the
courf of Vienna. o
Tus duke of C)RMOND ﬂattgr-
ed himfelf i in this ftate of things,
that 'he had opened a private
' ) and
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and fure channel of arriving at
the regent, and of bendihg hisk
to his purpofes.y His grace and
I lived together at this time in
an houfe which one of my friends
had lent me. I obferved that
he was frequently loft, and that
he made continual excurfions
out of town, with all the myf-
teripus precaution imaginable.
I doubted at firft, whether thefe
intrigues related to bufinefs or
pleafure. 1 {oon difcovered with
whom they were carried on, and
had reafon to believe that both
were mingled in them. It is ne-
ceflary that I explain this fecret
to you.

Mrs. TranT, whom I have
named above, had been pre-

paring
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paring hérfelf for the retired abt
ftemious life of a * carmelite, by
taking a furfeit ;of the pleafiires
of Paris ; whea a little before
the death of the queen, dr a-
bout thit time, fhe went into
England. What {he was entruft-
ed, either by the chevalier, of
any other perfon, td negotiaté
there, I_am ignorant of ; and
it imports not much to kndw. .
In that journey fhe made or re-
newed an acquaihtance with the
dpke of Ormonp. The Scan-
dalous, chtonicle affirms, that
fhe brought with her, when {he
returhed mto France, a woman,

* She ufed to pre}tnd a refofution of
turning nun. She is married to the
duke of BouiLron’s brother, who was too
much difhonored by, his former ke, to be
f evenby this fcandalous match

of
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of whom I have not the leaft
knowledge, but who was pro-
bably handfome: fince without
beauty fuch a merchandife would
not have been faleable, nor have
anfwered the defign of the im-
porter: and that fhe made this
way her court to the regent.
Whatever her merit was, fhe kept
a correfpondence with him, and
put herfelf upon that foot of fa-
miliarity, which he permits all
thofe, who contribute to his plea-
fures, to affume. She was placed
by him, as the told me herfelf,
where I found her fome time af-
ter that which I am fpcaking
of, in. the houfe of an antient
gentlewoman, who had formerly
been maid of honor to Madame,
and who had contra&ted at court

a {pirit
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a fpirit of intrigue, which act”
companied her in her retreat,

Tusese two. had affociated to
them the abbé de Tesizu, in
all the political parts of their bu-
finefs ; for I will not fuppofe that
fo reverend an ecclefiaftic entered
into any other fecret. This abbé
is the rggent’s fecretary ¢ and it
was chiefly through him that the .
private treaty had been catried
on between his mafter and the
earl of Stair in the king’s refgn,
Whether the prieft had ftooped
at the lure of a cardinal’s hat,
or- whether he aced the fecorid
part by the fame orders that
he a&ted the fuft, I know not.
This is fure, "and the britith mi-
mﬁer was not the bubble of it,

K 2 that
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“that whﬂﬂ he - mncerﬁcd mea~
fures on one hand o traveriz the
pretender’s defigns, he teftified
on the other all .the inclination
poflible to his fervice. A mad’
fellow, who had been an inten-
dant in Normandy, and feveral
other politicians of the loweft
form, were at diferent times
taken irtto this famous junto.

Wity thefe worthy people
his grace of OzmoND negotiated 5
and no care was omitted on his
part to keep me out of the fe-
cret. The reafon of which, as
far as I am able to guefs at,
{hall be explained to you by and
by. " 1 might* VZ jultly “have
taken- this proceeding ill, and
the duke wﬂl not be able to find
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n. my’ whole condu@ towards”
h:m any thing like'it: I proteft
te you very fincerely I was. not in
-the leaft moved.at it.

HE advanced not a flep in hls
bufinefs with thefe Iham mini-
fters, and yet imagined that he
got daily ground. I made no
progrefs with. the true ones, but
I faw it. Thefe, however, were
not our only difficulties. We
lay under another, which came
from. yoursfide, and which ém~
barrafled us mere. The firfk
hindered us from- wockmg for-
ward"to aur pomt of view, bt
the fecond tookall pomtof view

from us,

A.;LPAIP'F;R was fent inta Eng-
" K 3 - land
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“mind juft beforc the death of the
King of France, which had been
drawn by me at Chaville in con-
cert with the dukes of OrmoND
and Berwic, and with monfieur
de Torcy. This paper’ was an
anfwer to the memorial received
from thence. The ftate of this
country was truly reprefented in
it:. the difference was fixed be-
tween what had been afked, and
what might be expefted from
France; and upon the whole it
wa} demanded what our friends
would do, and what they would
have .us to do? The reply to
this  came through the frénch
fccretary of ftate to our hands.
They declared ‘themfelves una-
ble to fay any thing, till they
, fhould fee what tum affairs

would
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)
would take. on'fo great an even”
as the death of the king, the
report of which had reached

them.

Suck a declaration fhut our
mouths and tied our hands. I
confefs I Knew neither how to
{olicit, nor what to folicit; this
laft meflage fufpending the pro-
je&t on “which we had a&ed be-
fore, and which I kept as an
inftru&ion conftantly before my
eyes. It feemed to me uncer-
tain, whether you intended to
go on, or whether your defi 1gn
was-to ftifle, as mueh’as pofﬁ~
ble, all paft tranfactions ; to lic
perfedly fill;\ to throw- upon
.the court the odium of having
~given a_falfe alarm, and to wait

‘K 4, - till
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.tlll n@w acc1dcnts at home, and
a more favora.blc conJun&uxe a-
broad mlght tempt you to re-
fumc ‘the’ enterprife. ~ Perhapy
this would have been the wifeft
game you could have played:
but then, you Ihould have con-
certed it with us who aced for
you here. You intended no fuch
thing, as appeared afterwards :
and therefore thofe who aded
for the party at Eondon, whoever
they were, muft be deemed inex-
cufable for leaving things on thc
foot of this meﬁégc, and giving
us ‘1o '1dv1ce fit'to be depended
upon fof m'my weeks. Whilft
preparations were to, be made,
and the-work was"to be fet a go-
ng by affiftance from hence, you
might reafonably exped to: heas
o . from
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from us, and to be determmed
by us: but when all hopes of this
kind fcemed to be gone, it was
your part ta determine us, and
we could take no refolution here,
but that-of conforming ourfelves
to whatever fhould come prefcrib-
ed from England

WaiLsT we were in this con-
dition, the moft decfperate that
can be imagined, we began to
receive verbal meffages from you,
that nomore time was to be loft,
and that the chevalier fhould
come away No man was, I be-
lieve, * *ever fo embarr»aﬁéd as I
found myfelf at that time. ¥
could not unagme\ha,t yowwould
confent yourdelves by loofe verbal
meflages, after all that had l_mp,-,

pened,
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“pened, to call us over; and I
knew by experience how little
fuch meflages are to be depended
on. For, foon after I engaged
in thefe affairs, a monk arrived
at Bar, difpatched, as he affirm-
ed, by the duke of OrMonD, in
whofe name he infifted that the
chevalier fhould haften into Bri-
tain, and that notking but his
prefence was wanting to placc the
crewn on his head. The fel-
low delivered his errand {o pofi-
tively, and fo circumftantially,
that the refolution was taken at
Bar to fet out, and my rendez-
vous to " join the chevalier «vas
appointed me. This method to
fetch a king, with as little cere-
mony as one would invite a friend
to fupper, appeared fomewhat
" odd
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odd to me, who was then very '
new in thefe affairs. But when
I came to talk with the man, for
by, good luck he had been fent
for from Bar to Paris, I eafily
difcerned that he had no fuch
commiffion as he pretended to,
and that he ad&ed of his own
head. 1 prefumed to oppofe the
taking agy* refolution upon his
word, tho he was a monk : and
{foon after we knew from the duke
of OrmonD himfelf, that he had
never {fent him.

THis examplg made me cay-
tieus’;” but that which determin-
ed my opinic’m v&a,s, that 1 could
never 1magme, ithout fuppof
mg you all run mad, that the
farhe merr who judged this at-
' - 3 tempt
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tv:mpt ‘unripe for execution, un-
lefs fupported by regular troops
from France, or at leaft by alk
the ‘other afliftancces which are
enumerated above, while the de-
figir was much- more fecret than
at prefent; when the king had
no fleet ‘at fea, nor more than
eight thoufand men difperfed
over the whole ifland’; swhen we
- Bad the good withes of the french
court ‘'on eur fide, and were
fure of fome particular affiftan~
ces, and of a general-connivance;
that the fame men, I fay, fhould
prefs for thaking it now without
any other preparation, when Wwe
had neither mopey, arms, ams=
riunition, nor 2 fingle’ compa-
ny-of -faot ; when. the govern«
ment” of Englarid: was en.-it’s

guard
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guard national troops were rail-
ed, foreign forces fent for, and
France, like all the reft of the
continent, againft us. I could
not conceive fuch a ftrange com-
bination® of accidents as thould
make the neceflity of acting in-
creafe gradually upon us, as the
means of doing fo were taken
from us.

Uron the whole matter, my
opinion was, and I did not. ob-
{ferve the duke of Ormonbp “to
differ from me, that we fhould
wait till we hegrd from you'
fach'd manner, as might affure
s of what you\mtended to do
yourfelves, and of what you ex-
pected from us; and that in the
mdan_while we' (hould go as far

as
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‘as the little’ money which we
had, and the little favor which
was fhewn us would allow, in
getting fome embarkations ready
on the coaft.

Sir George Bync had come
into the road of Havre, and had
demanded by name feveral fhips
which belonged to us, to be
given up to him. The regent
did not think fit to let him have
the .fhips; but he ordered them
to be unloaded, and their cap-
goes were put into the king’s
magazines. We were in no con-
dition to repair the lofs; 2nd
therefore, when, I mention en,-
barkations, you will pleafe to un-
derftand nothing niore than vef-
fels to tranfport the pretender’s

' peFion,
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perfon, and the perfons-of thofe
who fhould go over with him.
This was all we could do, and
this was not negleced.
)
WEe were thus employed when
a gentleman arrived: from Scot-
land to reprefent the ftate of that
country, .and» to require a defi-
nitive anfwer from the chevalier,
whether he would have the in~
furre@ion to be made immedi-
ately, which they apprehended
they might not be able to make
at all it they were. obliged to
defer it much longer. "This gei
tlgman was fent inftantly ba
12:1;, and was dire&ted to let
the perfons he caine from knew,
the chevalier was defirous
ve phe rifing of his fricnds

in
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in England and Scotland {o ad-
jufted, that they right mutually
aflit each other, and diftrd&
the enemy; that he had not re-
ceived a final anfwer from his
friends in England, but that he
was in daily expe@ation of it;
that it was very much to be wifhs
ed, that all attempts in Scotland
could be fufpended till fuch time
as the Englith were ready; but
that if the Scots were fo prefled
that, they muft either fubmit or
rife immediately, he was of opi-
nion they fhould rife, and he
‘{ould make the beft of his way
to them. -
i

Wuar this forwardnefs in the
Scots, and this unecertainty d4nd
backwardnefs in the Englifh.efiuft

=rolYee,
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producc, it was riot hard to fore-
fee ; and therefore, “that I might
negle& nothing in my power to
prevent any falfe meafures, as 1
was confcious to myfelf that I
had negle&ted nothing to pro-
mote’ true ones, I difpatched a
gentleman- to London, where I
fuppofed the searl of Mar to be,
fome days before the meflage I
have juft fpoken of was fent to
Scotland. 1 defired him to make
my compliments. to- lord Mag,
and to tell him from me, that
I underftood it to be his fenfe,
as well as the fenfe of all oyt
frjendy, "that Scotland ‘could Yo
a&hing effeGually without the
oncurrence of ¥ England, ~ and
that England would not ftir with-

iffance from abroads ithat
‘L “he
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he might affure himfelf no fuch
affiftance could be' depended up-
on; and that I begged of him
to make the inference from tl‘xefc
propofitions.  The gentleman
went; but upon his arrival at
London he found that the earl
of Mar was already fet out to
draw the Highlanders into arms.
He communicated his, meflage
to a perfon * of confidence, who
undertook to fend it after his lord-
fhip: and this was the utmoft
which either he or I could do in
{uch a conjunéture.

[

"\ You were now vifibly depast-
ed from the very {cheme whicl
you had {ent u{ over, and from

A
* Mr. Lewis, who belonged to 'ffxe il
of Oxrorp. .
sl
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all the principles which had been
ever laid down. I did what
I could to keep up my own {pi-
rit, as well as the fpirits of the
chevalier, and of all thofe with
whom 1 was in correfpondence :
1 endeavoyred even to deceive
myfelf. T could not remedy
the mifchief, and I was refolv-
ed to fee the conclufion of the
perillous adventure. But I own.
to you, that I thought then, and
that I have not changed my opi-
pion fince, that fuch meafures
as thgfe would not be purfu
by any reafongble mgn, mjﬁ\i
fiof’c\common affairs of life
was with the yutmoft aftonifh-

ent that I faw them purﬁ)ed
e condué@ of an enterprife,
d for'it’s obe& nothing

L2 lefs
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-lefs than the difpofition of crowns,
and for the means of bringing it
abqut nothing lefs than a civil
war. .

4

1}

ImpaTieENT that we heard no-
thing from England, when we
expe&ted every moment to hear
that the war was begun in Scot-
land ; the duke of OgxmanD and
.1 refolved to fend a perfon * of
confidence to London. We in-
ftru®ted him to repeat to you
the ‘“former accounts, which we
had {ent over, to let you know
how deftitute the, chevalier was,
eithir ‘of actual fupport, orféver
of ‘feafonable hopes; and to de-"
fire that you woulgl determine -

. . |
. . ) .
* Mr. Ezecrier Hamiiton: ht ,t.r,p&"
all the papers by heart, -
B | ‘ wCh vl
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whether he fhould go to Scot-"
land, or throw himfelf on fome
part of the englith coaft. This
perfon was farther inftruéted to
tcll you, that, the chevalier be-
ing ready to take any refolu-
tion at a moment’s warning, you
might depend on his fetting out
the inftant he received, your an-
fwer;: gpd: therefore that to fave
time, if your intention was to,
tife, you would do well to a&
immiediately, on the affurance
that the plan you prefcribed; be
it what it would, fhould be,
exaéfl;r ccompliqd with,  Wet k
j.ns Yelolution the rathcr,
caufe one df the pacquets 3 whlch
had been prcpared in cy pher,
MVC you an account of things,

h bad been put above threc
L 3 weeks
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weeks before into monfieur de
Torcy’s hands, and which by
confequence we thought to be in
yours, was by this time fent back
to me by this minifter, I think
open, with an excufe that he
durft not take upon him to for-
ward it.

THE perfon difpatched to Lou-
don returned very foon to us,
and the anfwer he brought was ¥,
that fince affairs grew daily worde,
and could not mend by delay,
our friends in England had re-
I ved to declare immediatcly,
an¥,_ that they would be jready
to join the chcx;?her on his land~
ing: “ that his erﬁ?n would ’be

* Lawnspown gave this anfwer ﬁ the
name of all the pcxfons privy tGehe deter.
ek T
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as Tafe there as in Scotland, and
that, in every othér refped, it
was better that he fhould land
in England ; that they had ufed
théir utmoft endeavours, and
that they hoped the weftern
counties were in a good pof-
turc to reccive him. To this
was added,. a general indica-
tion of the place he thould come

o ame

to, as near to Plymouth as pof-

fible.

You muft agree, that thiy
was not the anfwer of men who
knew¥hat they were about. « 4
listle ymore precifion was ncyil
,‘Zry in di&ating a meflage, which
was to have fudh confequences :

dlefpecially fince the gentle-
meg{copld not fail to acquaint

‘ I 4 the
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the perfons he fpoke with, that
the chevalier'was rot able to car-
ry men enough to fecure him
from being taken up, even by
the firft conftable. Notwith-
ftanding this, the duke.of Or-
MoND fet out from Paris, and
the chevalier from Bar. Some
perfons were fent to the north
of England, and others to Lon-
don, to give noticc that they
were both on their way. Their
routs were fo ordered, that the
duke of Ormonp was to fail
from the coaft of N ormand“y
T igme days before the chevalier
argived at St. Malo, to prhich
place the dukc was to fend imk
medfate notice of his landing 3
and two gentlemen acqupine-

ed with the country, an{ f;f"t~
iy
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ly ¥wel] known to all our friends
in thofe partsy were difpatched
before, that the people of De-
vonthire and Somecrf tthire, who
wite, we concluded, in arms,
might be apprifed of the fignals
which were to be made from the
fhips, and might be ready to re-
ceive the dukg.

On the coaft of France, and
before his embaihation, the duke
heard that feveral of our prin-
cipal friends had been {cifed, im-
rﬁ'ediately after the perfon who
camerfaft from them Whad }Eft
Londqtn'; that ‘the otfers w
"l difperfed s and that the con-
ernation was \niverfal. ~ He
eyibhrked notwithftanding this
lagcholy news, and, fupport-
) cd
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ed by nothing but the fymnefs
of his temper, he went over to
the place appointed : he did more
than his part, and he found that
our friends had done lefs than
theirs. One of the gentlemen,
who had pafied over before him,
and had traverfed part of the
country, joined him on the coaft,
and affured him that there was
not the leaft room toecx'pe& a
rifing. Inaword, he was refuf-
ed a night’s lodging in a country
which we had been told was in
a good pofture to receive the
¢hevaliery, and where the+duke
c'zge&ed that multitudes ]wou{d
repair to him.

4

H: returned to’ the coalt’ of

Britany after this uncquottagle
cxp&ufon,
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expedition, where the chevalier
arrived about the fame time from
Lorain. What his grace pro-
pofed by the fecond attempt,
which he made as foon as the
veflel could be refitted, to land
in the fame part of the ifland, I
profefs myfelf to be ignorant. [
writ him my opinion at the time,
and I haye always thought, that
the ftorm in which he had like
to haye been caft away, and
which forced him back to the
fre\nch coaft, faved him fromra
much greater peril, that of pe-
riﬁxinﬁn an atfempt as full 'of
ex avdgant rathnefs, and as void

all reafonable meaning, as any
thofe advent&es which have
re cle?;ed the Kero of La Mancha

immgjtal,-
THE
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Tue chevalier had now but
onc of thefe two things left
him to do, one was to return
to Bar, the other was to go to
Scotland, where there werc peo-
ple in arms for him. ‘He took
this laft refolution. He left Bri-
tany, where he had as many
minifters as therc: were people
about him, and wheye he was
eternally teifed with noify dif-
putes about what was to be dong
in circumftances, in which no
reafonable thing could be dope.
He fent to have a veflel got rea-
'dy for him at Punkirk, and hc
crofied the country as pl‘l‘/ﬁkl}&as
he’ wulcl / '

Wiirst all thefe t‘hings ﬁah‘zd,‘
Irematned at Paris, tery.if by
. b any
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any means fome affiffance might
be at laft procured; without
which it was . evident, even to
thofe who flattered themfelves the
moft, that the game wasup. -

No fooner, was the duke of
OrmonD gone from Paris, on the
defign which °I have mentioned,
and Mrs.JTKanT, who had ac-
companied him part of the way,
returned, but T was fent for to
a little houfe at Madrid in the
Bojs de Boulogne, where fhe liv-
ed with mademoifelle de Craus-
sery, {the antient gentlewomant
wiih whom the duke of Ops
"1 pANs had phceté her.. Thefe
‘\’&S perfons opened . to me what
had paffed whilft the duke of
anq:rw Was’ }fcm> and the

hopes
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hopes they had of drawm the
regent into all the mm{ures ne-
ceflary to fupport the attempts
which were making in favor of
the chevalier.

By what they told me at ﬁr{’c
I faw that they had been truft-
ed; and by what' paffed in the
courfe of my treatirig with them,
it appeared, that they had the
accefs which they pretended to.
All, which I had been able to
do by proper perfons and in pro-
per methods, fince the, kn"g of
Frances death, amountung to
listle or nothing, I rcfolved,\ at
laft, to try what was to be dore
by this indirect way. I put my=
felf under the conduct of thefe
female managers ; anth, without

I , > ﬁaving
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havmg the fame dependence on
them as his grace of OrmonD
had, I pufhed their credit and
their power as far as they reach-~
ed, during the time I continu~
ed to fee them. I met with
{moother language and greater
hopes than had been given me
hitherto. A *note figned by the
regent, {uppofed to be writ to
a woman, but which was to be
explained to be intended for the
earl of Mar, was put into my
*hands to be fent to Scotland. * I
took a copy of it, which you
may f¢c at the gnd of thefe pa~
pers When Sir JOHN ARres-
/&NE came td pliefs for fuccour,

e regent was prevaxled upon by
¢
* Thls note has nqt been found among
: th?:a\thog- JeEpens. |
thefe
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thefe women to fee him; but he
carried nothing real back with
him, except a quantity of gold,
part of the money which we had
drawn from Spain, and which was
loft with the veffel, in a very odd
manner, on the fcotch coaft. The
duke of Ormonp had been pro-
mifed feven or eight thoufand
arms, which were drawn out of
the . magazines, and faid to be
lodged, I think, at Compeigne.
I ufed my utmoft éfforts that
thefe arms might be carried for--
ward to the coaft; and I undér-
took for their trgnfportatidy : but
all was in vain; fo that the likeli-
hood of bringix}g any thing to ef-
fe@ in time’ appeared to me ng-
greater, thanThad Tound it béfére
I g%;ered into this intrigy\e'.” .
I foon
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"l soon grew tired of a com-
merce, which nothing but fuc-
cefs could render tolerable ; and
refo}ved to be no longer amuf-
ed by the pretences, which were
dally repeated to me, that the

t had entertained perfonal
lﬁbjudxcea 2gainft me, and that
he was 1n.fenﬁbly, and by de-
grees, to be dipped in our mea-
fures s ~that both thefe things
required tim® but that they
would certainly be brought
about, and that we fthould then
be able to anfwer all the ex~
p&&tagipns of the Englith and
che,.seo;ch Fhe ﬁrﬁ. of thefe
pretenqes contained a fad,.
which I- could hardly perfuade
myfelf to be true, becaufe I
knew very certamly, that I had

M ne-
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never given his royal highnefs
the leaft occafion for fuch pre-
judices : the fecond was a work
 which might fpm out into a
great and uncertain length. -
took my refelution to driye what
related to myfelf to an imme-
diate explanation, and what ré
lated to others to an immedi-
ate decifion ; not to fuffer any
excufe . for doing nothtiig to be
founded on my condu&, nor
the falvation, if I could hinder
it, of fo many gallant men, as
were in arms in Scotland, to reft
on the fuccefs of fuch wom'lmfh
projeé’cs. o I fhall tell you: ).vhat
I'did on the firft head now, and
what I did on the fecond here-~

after in it’s proper place.

~n

Ths
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Tyur fa&, which it was faid
the rcgent laid to* my charge,
was a correfpondence with lord
Stair, and having been one
night at his houfe, from whence
1 did not retire till three in
the morning. As foon as I
oot hold ofe this, I defired the
marfhal of Berwic to go to
him. The "marfhal told him
from «mey .that T had been ex-
wertely concerned, to hear in
general, thot I lay under his dif-
pleafure 5 that a ftory, which it
was faid he believed, had been fe-
laged tg me ; that I expeéted the
jultjcks which -he could,deny ‘to
no man, of having the accufation

i)rovcd, in which cafe I was con-
ented to pafs for the laft of
human-kind ; or of being jufti-
M- 2 fied,
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fied, if it could not be proved.
He anfwered, that fuch a ftory
had been related to him by fuch
perfons as he tbought would not
have deceived him ; that he had
been fince convmccd that it
was falle, and that I fhould
be fatisfied of his regard for me :
but that, he muft own, hc was
very uneafy to find that I, who
could app]y to him thrbugh the
marthal p’HuxeLLEes, could
chufe to treat with Mrs. TranT,
and the reft; for he named all
the cabal, except his fecreta~
Iy, whom I had never pet’7at
mademaifelle Cuaussery? l e
added that thefe peopfe ‘teifed
him, at my inftigation, to death;
and that they were not fit to, be
trufted with any bufinefs. . He

ap-
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‘ app.lied to fome of them the fe-
vereft epithets! The marfhal of
Berwic replied, that he was
fure I thould reccive the whole
of ' what he had been pleafed to
fay with. the greateft fatisfacti-
on; that I had treated with
thofe perfons much againft my
will; and finally, that if his
royal highngfs would not employ
them, B¢ was f{ure I would ne-
“er apply to them. In a con-
verfation which I had, not long
after, with him, he {poke to
ne in much the fame terms as
hethadsdone to the marfhal. | I
wet&q. m him Very il¥ edified
as to his intentions of doing any
ghing in favorof the cheva-
lier,; but I carried away- with
me this’ fatisfation, that he had

M3 af-
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affigned me, fromt his own
mouth, the perfon through
whom 1 fhould make my ap-
plications to him, and through
whom I fhould depend on re-
ceiving his anfwers ; that he had
difavowed all the little politic
clubs, and had commanded me

to have no mnioro to do with
them. ¢

o Lr Ve

Berore I refume the ‘thr‘eacf
of my narration, give me leave
to make fome refletion upon
what I have been laft faying*o
you. When I met w‘n)h ‘he
duke of Ormonp at lis%rAirn
from the coaft, he thought him-
felf obliged to fay fomething t¢_
excufe his keeping me out of a
fecret, which during his abfence

. _ o



Sir WIL{,I'AM WINDHAM 183

I‘had been let into. His ex-
cufe was, that the regent had
exac@ed from him that I fhould
know nothing of the matter.
You will obferve, that the ac-
count which I have given you
fcems to contradi&t this affer-
tion of hisyrace, fince it is hard
to fuppofe, that, if the regent
had exaéted that I fhould be kept
out Of*the fccret, thefe women
would have dared to have let me
intc it 3 and fince it is ftill hard-
er to {fuppofe, that the regent
would make this exprefs condi-
on with the txke of OrmonD,

aNgi# the mohent the duke’s
back was turned, would fuffer
thefc women to teife him from
ne, and to bring me anfiwers
from‘him, I am, however, far
' ‘M 4 from
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from taxing the dukc with af-
firming an uhtruth. I believe
the regent did make fuch a con-
dition with him: and I will
tell you how I underftand 4l
this little management ;, which
will explain a great deal to you.
This prince, with wit and va-.
lor, has joined all the irrefolu-
tion of temper poﬁ1ble, and is,
perhaps, the man in th¢ World
the leaft capable of faying no to
your face. From hence it hap-
pened that thefe women, like
multitudes of other people, fory
ced him to fay and do enoygh o
give themcthe air'of havmmlfi-
dit with him, and of bemg ‘truft-
ed by him. ‘This'drew in the .
duke of OrmoND, who'is not, I
dare fay, as yet undeceived. The
16~
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regent never intended from the

firft, to do any thing, even indi-
recly, in favor of the jacobite
caufe, His intercft was plamly
o’ the other fide, and he faw it.
But then the fame weaknefs in
his charaer carried'him, as it
weuld have done his great uncle
Gaston in the fame cafe, to
keep mcafures with the cheva-
lier. =¥Hs double trimming cha-
raéter prevailed on him to talk
with the duke of Crmonp:
but it carried himwno fart:r 1
ueftion not but he did, «n this
ofealign, what jyou muii have
ved many ‘men toedo. We

not only endeavour tu impoft ¢
the world, but even 0. curtlves.
We chfgmfe our weaknefs. wnd
work up in our minds au . -i-
mon

-
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nion, -that the meafure, which
we. fall into by the natural or
habitual irripexfe&ion of our
charader, is the effe& of a prin-
ciple of prude.ncc, or of {fome
other virtue.. Thus the regent,
who faw the duke of. OrMonD,
becaufe he could mot refift the
importunity of Ourve Trawr,
-and who gave hopes to the
duke, becaufe he can ritfe no
body, made himfelf believe that
it was a great ftrain of policy to
blow up the. fire, and to keep
Britain embroiled. I am pet-
fuaded that I ,do not ¢
Judgmg that he \thought wnJ Hs
manner ; and here I fix the rea-
fon of Ins excluding - me out
of the commerce which he had
with the duke of Ost.uom),
of
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of his affe@ting a perfonal dif-
like of me, and of his avoiding
any correfpondence with me
ﬁPon thefe matters ; till I forced
myfglf in a manner. upon him,
and he_could not keep me any
longer al\a diftance without de-
parting from his firft principle,
that of kegping meafures with
every body. He then threw
me, or'let me {lide if you will,
into the hands of thefe women ; *
and when he found that I
prefled him haa"-d| that way too,

e took-me out of their hands,
1d wut me bgek again into the
, chanilel of ¢bufinefs
where 1 hgid not been long, as
you will fee by-and: by, before
the fcene of amufement was fi-
nithed. o ‘
Sir
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. SIR JOBN ARESKINE told me,
whcn he came from the firft
audiénce that he had -of his
royal highnefs, that he put him
in mind of the encouragemeﬁt
‘which he had given the earl of
Mar to. take arms. ‘I never
heard any. thing of this kind; but
what Sir Joun let drop to me,
If the fad be true, you fee
that. the {fcotch genetsi™ had
been amufed by him with a
witnefs. The englith general
was fo in his furn; and” while
this' was dolng, the regent
might think it byft to haye hife
to. himfelf. Fc}hr eyes * wog-
prebend more obje&ts than two,
and I was a little better ac-
quainted with the charatters of
people, and the mafs of the

coun-
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cauntry, than the:duke, tho ¢his
«court had been at firft a firange
country to me in oompaﬂfou of
the former. :

A\ infinity of little  circum-
ftances Wpocurred to -make me
form: this opinion, {fome of which
are better felt than explained,
and many'c;f which are not pre-
fent=tw» my memory. That
which had the greateft weight
with me, and which s, I thmk

decifive, I will ymention.

the very fime whe’n it is pretend-

, that the regent treated with
duke of Ormonn, on the
exprels condition that I thould

know nothiing of the matter
two * perfons of the firft rank

* Marthal D'HuxgiLres, marquisD’Er+
. and
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and greateft credit in this couit,
when 1 made the moft: pref,
fing inftances to them in: favor
of the chevalier, . threw out in
converfation to-me, that I fhould
attach myfelf to the duke of Oz~
LEANS, that in my circ/gxﬁancea
I might want him, 4nd that he
might have occafion for me.
Something was intimated of pen~
fions, and eftablithmeat;> and
" of making my peace at home.
I would not underftand this
language, bchufe I would not
break with the people ‘who held
it.: and when they faw gthat)
would not take ‘the hingsy. thiy
ceafcd to give them.

um‘ twenty five theufand pounds off'cred
by the latt. - - : ‘

I rap-,
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1 rancy-that you: fee by thiis
time the motives of thc regent’s
‘condu@. I am not, I confefs,
able to explain to you thofe
of* the duke of ORMONDS . )
cannot'. fo much as guefs at
them. - When he came- into
France I whs careful to thew:
him all the friendfhip, and all
the refpcé poffible. My friends
were Ii%e my purfe was his, and
even my bed was his. I went
further, I did all thofe things
which touch moftglenfibly .
ple who hdve been Gfed to po p ~

{nadg, my co;t: to him, andl
hadgged his le thhvafﬁdu:—. ‘

In return to this behaviewr,
which was the pure effe@ of.
my, good will, and which. no
duty that I owcd his grace, no

2 ob-
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obligation that I had to him,
impofed upon me; I have
great rcafon to fufped, that
he went at leaft half way in
all which was faid or,ddne
againft me. He threw' him-
. {elf blindly into the which
was laid for him ; and, inftead
of hindering, as he and I, in
concert, might have done,
thofe affairs from langiiithing,
in the manner they did feve-
ral months, he furnifhed this
court with qn excufe for not
treating with me, Wl it was
top late to pldv even g .faving
game; vand h¢ neithed dibve
the regent to affift the cheva-
lier, nor to declare that he
would not affift him ; the it
was fatal to the caufe’in ge-
I s ,negal,
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neral, and to the Scotch in par-
ticular, not td bring one of the
two :hgut.

Iriwas chriftmas one thou-
fand feven hundred and fifteen
beforc théychevalicr failed for
Scotland. The battle of Dun-
blain had been fought, the bufi-
nefs of Prefton was over : there
remained not the leaft room to
expe& any commotion in his
favor among the Englith; and
~many of ghe Sco h, Who had
dgclared fér him /began to jrow
cool It the cjule. No pro-
fpcm oh fuccels could engage
him in this expedition: but it
was become necceflary for his
reputation. +The Scotch on one
fide fpared not to reproach him,

N .1
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I think unjuftly, for his de-
lay; and the French, op the
other, were extremely, cager o
have him gonc.  Some of ‘thefe
who knew little of brit#h af-
fairs imagined, that /his pre-
fence would produ€e miracu-
lous effe@s. You muft not
be furprifed at this. As near
neighbours as we  are, —-ninety.
nine in an hundred among
the French are as little ac-~
quainted with the infide of our
ifland, as wkh that‘of Japan.
Othtrs of thery were uneafy/co
fec hig {kulking aE\ut
France, and to be t81d~ f 1t
every hour by the earl of Stair.
Others again imagined, that he
sight do their bufinefs.by go-
ing into Scotland, tho he fhould
-t " not
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not do his qwn: ‘that is, they
flattgred. themfelves, that he
mightykesp a war for fome time
akivey which would employ the
vvhoi'l: attention of our govern-
ment ; and for the event of
which the}r had very little con-
cern.  Unable from their na-
tural tempér, as well as their
habits, <o be true to any prin-
c1p1e, they thought and acted
in this manner, whilft they

affe@ted the grezteft frlendfhl

to the img, [):d whilft they
reall.v ,did deffre to c:nt into
new and mofe inticfate en-
gagements with him. Whilft
the pretender continued in
France they could neither avow
hxm, nor favor his caufe: if
-he once fet his foot on Scotch

N 2 . ground
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ground, they, gave hopes of in-
diret affiftance : and if he could
maintain himfelf in any, €nr-
ner of the ifland, they' gould
look upon him, * it was/faid,
asa king. T hls was their lan-
guage to us. To fne britith
minifter they denied, they for-
{wore, they renounced; and
yet the 4 man of thc bcﬂ;, head
in all their councils, bemor afk-
ed by lord Stair what they in-
tended to do, anfwered before
he was awarg, that they pre-
tendvgl to be 'i:utcrs.'. I leave
you to udge, hyw this »iip was
taken up : .

* Difcourie of Abbé D’ESTR ELS, alter-

wards archbifhop of Cambray.
-4 Marq. D’HUXELLES.

As
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As foon 35 I received advice
that‘ the chevalier was failed
(fromX “flinkirk, I renewed, I
redopbled all my applications.
I ng”g.lc&ed no means, I fj'—
got no argument which my ¢n-
derftanding  could fuggeft f to
me. What the duke of Or-
Monp reftéd upon, you have
feen zlzeady : and I doubt very
much whether lord Magr, if he
had been here in my place,
would have been able to em-
ploy meafures Zhorc effegtual
than, thofe whith I madd ufe
of. ¥ may, without Any ‘im-
putation of arrogance, compate
myfelf on- this oecafion with
his lordfhip, fince there was
nothing in “the management of
this affair above my degrec of
) " N3 (:
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capacity ;' nothing equal, . ither
in extent or difficulty, to the
bufinefs which he was.a fy‘.,c"ca-
tor of, and which "1": cjqu'
on, when we were fecrefaries
of ftate together under the late
qucen. ’

Py

Tue king of Fraxce, who
was not able to furnith thc pre-
tender with money hlmfelf
had writ fome time before his
death to his grandfon, and had
obtained a pr¢mife of four hun-
drec, thoufand crowns from the
king " of Seain.: A fmall part
of thls Yum had been “CCClVCd
by the queen’s treafurer at St.
Germain’s, and had been either
fent to Scotland, or employz=d
to defray the expences which

' ( were
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wcre daily making on the coaft.

prefled the fpamfh ambafla-
dor Wit Paris, I folicited, by
"LAW g’s’é"’" ArBErONI at Ma-
drid§_and I found * another
more* private and morc pro-
mifing w.y of applying to him.
1 took care to have a number
of officers ,picked out of the
irifh troops, which ferve in that
country” their routs were gi-
ven them, and I fent a fhip
to receive and tranfport them.
The ‘money came in {0 flowly,
\qnd in {ych tnﬁng fums, J that
it tirnad to little accoup#; and
the othicers were on their way
when  the, chevalier returned
from Scotland.

. _

* Marquis MoxTr.

N 4. Ix
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In the fommer, endeavours
had been ufed to prevail on the
king of SwEDEN to, trpryyoert,
from Gottenburg, the tro ips he
had in that ncighbourheod in-
to Scotland, or into the horth
of England. He kad excufed
himfelf, not becaufe he difliked
the propofition, which, on the
contrary, he thought agreeable
to his intercft : but for rcafons of
another kind. Firft, becaufe
the troops at hand for this
fervice confiffed in horfe, not
in feot, whicl}'\had been afked,
and witich were alone pridper for
fuch an’ expedition: fecondly,
becaufe a declaration of this fort
might turn the protcftant princes
of the empire, from whofe of-
fices he had flill fome profpeét

of
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of affiftance,, againft him : and
thirgly, becaufe altho he knew
thtlitisg King of GrEAT BrITAIN
was this enemy, yet they were
not ja war together, nor had
the Tatter d@ted yet a while open-
ly enough againft him to juftify
{uch a rupture. At the time
I am fpeaking of, thefe reafons
were ramoved by the king of
SwepEN’s being beat out of
the empire, by the little confe-
quence which his management
of the proteftant/princes wiis to
him, an} by the declar%fl of
war which the king as flecor of
Hanover made. I took up this
negotiation'therefore again. The
regent appeared to come into
it.. He fpoke fair to the ba-
ron c!c Sraw, who prefled him

on
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on his fide,,as I preffed Rim
on mine, and promifed, befides
the arrears of the fubﬁd}iz,d,gg
to the Swedes, an Tgm iate
advance of fifty thoufand growns
for the enterprife on Biutain.
He kept the officer, who was
to be’ difpatched, I know not
how long booted ; fomectimes on
pretence, that in the Jow ftate
of his credit he could not find
bills of exchange for the fum,
and fometimes on other pre-
tences ; and by thefe delays he
evaced his promife. The French
gry frank in &gclaring,
that they could give us“no mo-
ney, and that they would give
us no troops. Arms, ammuni-
tion, and connivance, they made

us hope for.  The latter.in fome
” de-
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degree we might have had, per-
haps ; ; but to what purpofe was
it to,~onnive, when by a multi-
'tude Fhittle tricks they avoid-
ed fur ithing us with arms and
amménition, and when they
knew that we were utterly un-
able to furnith ourfelves with
them ? I had formed the deﬁgn
of engaging freach privatecrs in
the pretender’s fervice. They
wcre to have carried whatever
we fhould have had to fend to
\any part of Britaip in their frﬁ
byage, gnd aftes that, -to Aave
cruﬂ'gd &Ader his comﬂ{ﬁm.
.

I had adtually agreed for fome,
and it was in my power to have
made the fame bargains with
others. Sweden on one fide,
and Scotland _on the other,
" would
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would have afforded them re-

treats: and if the war ha(il).;en
keptup in any part oﬁtbz'ﬁgo T
tains, I conceive the excdution
of this defign would hai":‘bcen
of the greateft advantage to the
pretender. It failed, becaufe no
other part of the work went on.
I1c was not above fix weeks in
his {cotch expeditiorf, ermd thefe
were the things I endeavoured to
bring to bear in his abfence. I
had no great opinion of my fuc-
cef§ before heiwent ; but whep
he =‘I§inadc the laft KEP whih
it was % his power to\make, I
fefolved to fuffer necither him
nor the Scotch to bé any longer
bubbles of their own credulity,
and of the fcandaldus artifice of
this cougg’ It would be tedious
[(¢]
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to enter into a longer narrative
of all the ufclefs pains I took.
To. Mnclude therefore; in a
COpVE] fition which I had with
the M,,D’'HuxzLres, I took oc-
cafiofi to declare, that I would
not be the .inftrument of amu-
fing the Scotch ; and ‘that fince
I was able to do them no other
{fervice,_ g would ot leaft in-
form them, that they muft i +-
ter themfelves no longer with
hopes of fuccour from France. 1
added, that I wo}y‘xd fend them
\il:f‘ls, vthich vith thofe? al-
rcady oithe coaft of $fotland
might {e?ve to bring off the pres
tender, the. carl of Mar, and
as many others as poflible. The
marthal approved my refolu-
tion, and advifgd me to executc
1t
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it as the only thing which was
left to do. On this occai}on he
fhewed no refervey.. & was,
very explicue ; and yet 4o this
very point of time, the pro-
mife of an order was obtain-
ed, or pretended to be ob-
tained, from the regent, for
delivering thofe ftores of arms
and ammunition which -belong-
ed to the chevalier, and which
had been put into the {french
magazines thn Bir GEORGE
B¥nG came \o Havre. CASTE
B% is a Spaniard\whq mdr-
ried akdaughter of l¢:d MEr-
‘rorp, and who under that title
fet up for a medler in englifh
bufinefs. I cannot juftly tell
whether the honor of obtalmng
this promife was afcribed to him,
to
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to the junto in the-bois de Bou-
logng, or to any one tlfe. I
fuppy’ they all afflumed a fhare
ofs the merit. The proje@ was,
that thefe ftores thould be de-
livered to CasTEL BraNco; that
he fhould enter into a recogni-
fance to carry them to Spain,
and from thence to the Weft
Indies ; ,that I fhould provide a
veflel for this purpofe, which
he fhould appear to hire or
buy ; and that when fhe was
at fea the thould fail direGtly-for
N Qﬁand./ You- canno‘tgi'eve
that I geckoned much#n the
effe@ of this order: but, ac*
cuftomed to- concur in mea-
fures, the inutility of which
I faw evidently enough, I con-
sprred in this. likewife. The

I ne-
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ncceflary ‘care was taken, and
in a fortnight’s time the fhip
was rcady to fail, and pf){u-
fpicion of her bdong?ffglt thc. '
chevalier, or of her defhpatwn,
was gone abroad. e

As this event made no alte-
ration in my opininn, it made
none in the difpatches‘which 1
prepared and fent to Scotland.
In them I gave an account of
what was in negotiation. I ex-
plai ted to hin what might be
hop d for in time, if he wag.
able t\mamtam him fm the
mountains without the‘iuccours
he demanded from France. But
from France, I told him plain-
ly, that it was in vain to cx-
pec the leaft part of them. In

fhort,



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 209

fhort, I concgaled hothing from
him.. This was all I could
‘do to-put.the chevalier and his
council in a condition to judge
what smeafures to take: but
thefe difpatches never came to
his hands. He was failed from
Scotland juft before the gentle-
man, whom 1 fent, arrived on the
coaft. He landed at Graveline
about the twenty fecond of Fe-
bruary ; and the frft orders he
gave, were to ftop all the veflcls
Xhich were goirg on hisfac-
g t¢ the country#rom
whence ‘;e came. “

I saw him the morning af-
ter his arrival at St. Germains,
and he received me with open
arms. I had been, as foon as we

O’ heard
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heard of his return, to acquaint
the french court with it, They
were not a little uneady § and
the firft thing which the M.
D'Huxrrurs faid to me &pon it
was, that the chevalier ought to
procecd to Bar with all the dili-
aence poffible, and to take pof-
{eflion of his former afylum be-
forc the duke of Lorz v had
time to defire him to look out
for a refidence fome where elfc.
Nothing morc was meaned by
tht, propofal, than to ge.
hun\qut of the donumm of
‘Frfmcc\lmmedlately “:4 was not
in my mind averfe to it for o-
ther reafons.  Nothing could be
morc difadvantageous to him
than to be obliged to pafs the
Alpes, or to rcfide in the papal

twr-
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territory on this fide of them.
Avignon was already named for
his rcircat in common conver-
fation ; and I know not whether
from sthe time he left Scotland,
he ever thought of any other.
I imagined, that by furprifing
the duke of Lorrain we fhould
furnifh th’tt prince with an ex-
cufe tosthe king, and to the
emperor ; that we might draw
the matter into length, and
gain time to negotiate fome o-
ther retreat, than that of AWig-
nua,. fory the chevalier. » The
duke’s "ﬁood. will therc’ was no
room to doubt of ; and by what
the prince 6f VauprmonT told
me at Pans fome time after-
wards, I am apt to think we
fhould have fucceeded. In ail

0> . cvents
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cvents it could not be wrong to
try every meafure, and the pre-
tender would have gone to Avigs
non with much better grack,
when he had done, in th fight
of the world, all he could to
avoid it.

I 10unp him in'no difpofiti-
on to make fuch haftc: he had
a mind, on the contrary, to
ftay fome time at St. Germains,
and in the ncighbourhood of
Par}, and to have a pnvat&
meetleg with the regent. --j1e
fent mback to Poris o {olicit
this meetinz, 1 writ, I {poke to
the wmarfhal D'Huxeives, I did
my beft to ferve him in his own
way. The marthal anfuered me
by word cf mouth, and by lct-

ter.
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ter. He refufed*me by both.
I remember he added this cir-
cumftance, that he found the re-
gent in bed, and acquainted
him with what the chevalier de-
fired ; that the regent rofc up
in a paflion, faid that the things
which were afked were puerili-
ties, and {wore that he would
not feehim. I returned with-
out having been able to fucceed
in my commiffion : and, I con-
fefs, Ithought the want of fuc-
.cefs on this occafion no yreat
w.isfortunc., o
It st two or three oui -k
on the Tunc'lay or mnnd.1y meo -
ing when I parted from :: e
pretender. He acquicfeed in < e
-determination* of the regent,
‘O 7. and
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and declared that he would
inftantly fet out for Lorrain :
his trunks were  packed, his
chaifc was ordered to be at the
door at five, and I fent té Paris
to acquaint the minifter that he
was gone. He afked me how
{foon I fhould be able to follow
him, gave me commiffions for

fome things, which he-defire
I thould bring after him; and,
in a word, no Italian ever em-
braced the man he was going to
{tab,s with greater {hew of affec-
:iozl‘utq{conﬁdence. \

Y ?"

Ixereap of taking poft for
forrain, he went to the little
houfc in the bois de Boulogne,
where his female minifters re-
fided ; and there he continued-
; . ' lurk-
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Jurking for feveral days, and
pleafing himf{df with the air of
myftery and bufinefs, whilit the
ouly rcal bufinefs, which he
{hould have had at that timc,
lay negleéted. He faw the {panifh
and {wedith minifters in this
place. I cannot tell, for I ne-
ver thought it Wmth alking,
whethey he faw the duke of
Orrrans: poflibly he might,
To have been teifed into fuch a
flep, which fignified nothing,
und w]mh gave the cabal o air
G credu; and unpolmnc:, is a-
grecabidgenough to the.acvity of

his royal highnefs’s charader. -

Tur thurfday following the
duke- of OkMonD came to {ee
.mc, and after the comphmcnt of

04 tel-
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telling me, that he believed I
fhould be {urprifcd at the mef-
fage he brought, he put into my
hands a note to himfelf, and.a
little fcrip . of paper direéted to
me, and drawn in the ftyle of

a juftice of ‘peace’s warrant.
They were both in the cheva-

lier’s hand-writing, and they
werc dated on the tuefday, in
order to make me believe that
they had been writ on the road,
and fent back to the duke : his
gracc dropped in our conver-
fation,,_with great dext(*rlty, 1
the ' infvuations prOPCF?gLO con-
firm me in this opinion. I
knew at this time 'his mafter
was not gone ; fo that he gave
me two very rifible {cenes, which
are frequently to be met with

| ‘when
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when fome people meddle in
bufinefs ; I mean that of feeing
a man labor with a great deal of
avkward artifice to make a fe-
crct of a nothing, and that of
feeing yourfelf taken for a bub-
ble when you know as much
of the matter, as he who thinks
that he impbfes on you.

I canvot recolle@ precifely
the terms of the two papers.
I remember that the kingly la-
conic fiyle of one of them, -and
the .expreﬁion of having no far~
ther ociffion for my “fervice,
made me f{mile. The other
was an ordér to give up the pa-
pers in my office; all which
might-have been contained in a
letter-cafe of a moderate fize. 1

gave
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gave the duke the {feals, and

fome papers which I could readi-
ly come at. Some others, and
indeed all fuch as I had not de-
ftroyed, T fent aftcrwards to the
chevalier : and I took cure to
convey to him, by a {ifc hand,
feveral of his lctters, which it
would havc been Vcry improper
the duke thould have dcen.
am furprifed that he did not re-
fle& on the confequence of my
obeying his order literally. It
depénded on me to hayve, thewn
his gegeral what an opmxou&hc
cheval > had of his c: tClty I
fcorned the trick ; and would
not appear piqued, when I wa:
far from being angry. As I
gave up, without fcruple, all
the papers which remained in
my
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my hands, bgcauft I was deter-
mined hever to make ufe of
them; fo I confefs to you, that
I took a fort of pride in never
afking for thofe of mine which
were in the pretender’s hands :
I contented myfelf with making
the duke underftand how little
need there was to get rid of a
man inethis manner, who had
made the bargain which I had
done at my engagement; and
with taking this firft opportuni-
ty to deglare, that I would ne-
ve: “more: Fave to do with the

pretendy 4 or his caufe )

Tuar I mloht avoid being
queftioned 'md quoted in the
moft curious and the moft bab-
ling town in the world, I rclated

what
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what had pafled to three or four
of my friends, and hardly ftir-
red abroad, during a fortnight,
out of a little lodging which very
few people knew of. At the
end of this term the marfhal of
Berwic came to fee me, and
afked me what I mecaned, to con-
fine my felf to my chamber,
when my name was trumpeted
about in all the companics of
Paris, and the moft infamous
ftories were {pread concerning
me. This was the firft norice I
had, and it was foon follpwed
by others. I appear® imme-
diately in the world, and found
there was hardly a {currilous
tongue which had not been let
loofe on my fubje&; and that
thofe perfons, whom the duke

4 of
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of OrmonND and tarl of Mar
muft influence, or might fi-

lence, were the loudeft in de-
faming me.

ParTicurar inftances where-
in I had failed were cited ; and,
as it was the fathion for every
jacobite to affe& being in the fe-
cret, you might have found a
multitude of vouchers to fa@s,
which, if they had been true,
could in the nature of them be
known to very few perfons.

Tuis method, of beating
down t}3 ! reputation of 4 man by
noife and impudence, impofed
on the world at firft, convinced
people who were not acquainted
with the, and ﬁaggered even my
friends. But rt ceafed in a few

days
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days to have any effe® againft

me. The malice was too grofs
to pafs upon refle¢tion. Thefe
ftories died away almoft as faft
as they were publifhed, for this
very reafon, becaufe they were
particular.

Tuey gave out, for inftance,
that I had taken to my.own ufe
a very great fum of the cheva-
lier’s money, when it was no-
torious that I had fpent a great
fum of my own in his, fervice
and never would be obhged to
him fora farthing: in wkich cafe,
1 believe, I was fingle. Upon
this head it was eafy to appeal
to a very honeft gentleman, the
queen s treafurer at St. Ger-
mains, through - whofe hands,

' " and
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and not through ntiné, went the

very little money which the che-~
valier had.

" Tuey gave out, that whilft
he was in Scotland he never
heard from me, tho it was noto-
rious that I fent him no lefs
than five exprefles during the
fix weeks which he confumed
in this expedition. It was eafy,
on this head, to appeal to the
perfons, to whom my difpatches
had been committed.

. W Ova uw'/' -
Tueseshes, and many others

of the f’.ﬁme fort, which were
founded on pgrticular fa&s, were
difproved by particudar fadts,
and had not time, at leaft at
Paris; to make any imprefiion.
-But the printipal crime, with

which
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which they charged me then,and
the only one which fince that
time they have infifted upon, is
of another nature. This part
of their accufation is general,
and it cannot be refuted with-
out doing what I have done
above, deducing feveral fads,
comparing thefe fa&s together,
and reafoning upon. them :
nay, that which is worle, is,
that it cannot be ful]y refuted
without the mention of fome
fa@s, which, in my prefent, cir-
cumftances, it would ridt be very
prudent: “tho T fhod think
it.very lawful for me, to dlvulge
You fee that, I mean the flarv-
ing the war in Scotland, which
it is pretended might have been
fupported and mlght have fuc-
: ceeded
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ceeded too, if T had procured
the fuocours which were-afk-
ed, nay, if I had fent a litde

der. » This the jacobites,
who affe® moderation and can~
dor, fhrug their fhoulders at:
they are forry for it, but lord
BoLinGRrokE can never wath
himfelf cledn of this guilt; for
thefe fuccours might have been
obtained : and a proof that
they might, is, that they were
fo by others. Thefe people

leayg, th of this mifmee
nagcmen{f btful, bevween my
treacherr¥and my want of ca-

pacity. ” The pretender, with
all the falfe ‘charity and real
malice of one who fets up for
devation, attiibutes all his mil-
fortunes to my-negligence,

) Tye
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Tar letters which were writ
by my fecrctary, above a ycar
ago, into England ; the marginal
notes which have been made
fince to the letter from Avignon ;'
and what is faid above, have
fet this affair in {o clear a
light, that whoever examines,
with a fair intention, muft feel
the truth, and be convinced by
it I cannot, however, for-
hear to make fome obfervations
on the fame fubjet here. It
i cven neceflary that I fthould
do fo in the defigyr ¢ making
this difcourfe the fousgation of
tny juftification to the foiies at
prefent, and to the whole world
in time.

THeRE is nothing which my
ene-
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enemies apprehend fo much as
my juftification : and they have
reafon. But they may comfort
themfelves with this refleétion,
that it will be a misfortune,
which will accompany me to
my grave, that I fuffered a
chain of accidents to draw me
into fuch ‘meafures and fuch
company ; that I have been
obliged to defend myfelf againft
fuch accufations and fuch ac-
cufers ; that, by affociating with
fo_much folly, and fo much
kna‘vcry,“;?’am become the vie-
tim of kH5th; that I'-was “dif-
trefled” by the former, wheh
the latter would have been lefs,
grievous to me, fince it is much
better in bufines to be yoked
to knaves than- fools ; and that

TP I put



228 A‘LETTERto" .

I put into’ their hands the
means of loadmg me, like the
fcape-goat, with all the evil
confequences.of their folly. -

In the firft letters which 1
received from the earl of Mar,
he writ for arms, for ammuni-
tion, for money, ‘for officers,
and all ‘things frankly, as if
thefe things had been ready, -
and I had engaged to fupply
him with them, before he fet
up the ﬁandard at, the brae of.
Mar: whereas ot ‘condition
could not be unkno¥n to his
lordfhip ; and’' you have feen
that I did all T cbuld to pre-
vent his reckoning on any af-
fitance from hence. 'As our

hopes at this court decreafed
‘ his
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his lordfhip rofe in his demands :
and at the fime when it was
vifible that the regent intend-
ed nothiMg lefs than even pri-
vatcly 4ind indire@ly to {fup-
port the Scotch, the pretender
and the earl of Mar writ for
regular forces and a train of ar-
tillery ; which was in effeét to
infift that France fhould enter
into a war for them. I might,
in anfwer to the firft inftances,
have afked lord Mawr, what
he did ip Scotland ? and what
he mcané‘?y drawing his coun-
trymen inz a war at this time,
or at léaft upon this foot ? He;
who had dittated not long be-
fore a memorial, wherein it was
afftrted, that to have a profpe&
of fucceeding .in this enter-

" P.3g prife
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prifé: there muft be an univerfal
mfurreGtion, and that fuch an
infurre@tion was in no fort pro-
bable, unlefs a body®bf troops
was brought to fupport #? He,
who thought - that the confe-
quence of failing, when the at-
tempt was once made, muft be
the utter ruin of* the . caufe,
and the lofs of the britifh liber-
ty ? He, who concurred in de-
nignding as a pis-aller, and the
leaft which could be infifted on,
arms, ammunition, artijlery, mo-
ney, and officers ? I‘\;-',V;",' I might
have afked what he mgant to be-
gin the dance when he had not
the leaft affurance of any fuc-
eotfr, but, on the contrary, the
greateft reafon imaginable to be-
lieve this affair was bedome as

4 de-



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 231

Jefperate abroad by the. death of
the moft chriftian king, as it
was at home by the difcovery of
the defigh, and by the mecafures
taken to defeat it ?.

- INsTEAD Of a&ir;g this part,
which would have been wife, 1
took that .which was plaufible.
I refolyed to contribute . all I
could to fupport the bufinefs,
fince it was begun. I encou-
raged his lordfhip as longas I
had th leaft ground for doing
fo; and” {&onhrmed the pretend-
er in hig: efolutmn of ‘going to
Scotland when he had nothing
better left him to do. If I
have any tlnng to reproach my-
#If with, in the whole progrefs
of the war in Scotland, it is
R 4 - hav-
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having encouraged lord Mar too
long, But on the’ other hand,
if I bhad given up the caufe,
and had writ defpondingly to
him, before this court had ex-
plained itfelf as fully as the mar-
thal P’Huxerres did in the
converfation which is mentioned
above, it is eafy to feec what turn
would have been given to fuch
a conduct.

THE true caufe of all the mif-
fortunes which happencgd to the
Scotch, and to ’tnoig y410 took
arms. in the northyof Eng-
land, lies here ; that icy rofe
without any previous certainty
of foreign help, in dire& con-
tradiction to the fcheme which
their leaders themfclves had

formed.,
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formed. The exeufe which I
have heard ‘'made for this, is
that the a& of parliament for
curbing the highlanders was
ncar to be put in execution ;
that they would have been
difarmed, and entirely difabled
from rifing at any other time,
if they had not rofe at this.
You cgn “judge better than I
of the validity of this excufe.
It feems to me, that by ma-
nagement they might have gain-
ed time, and that even when
they ha*been reduced to the
dilemmazfuppofed, they cught
to have got together under pre-
tence of refifting the infra@ions
of the union, without any men-
tion of the pretender, and have
.treated with, the government
on
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on:this foot.. By thefe means
they might probably have pre-
ferved themfelves in a condi-
tion of avowing their defign
when they fhould be fure of
being backed from abroad: at
the worft they might have de-
clared for the chevalier when
all other expedients failed them.
In a word, I take this ex-
cufe not to be very good,
and the true reafon of this
condu& to have been the rath-
nefs of the people, end the
inconfiftent meafurﬁ,,‘ of their
head.

Bur "admitting the excufe to
be valid, it remajps ftill an un-
deniable truth, ‘tf:t this is the
original fountain. from whence

all
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all thofe waters sof bitternefs
flowed, which {fo many unhap-
py people have drunk of. I
have faid already, that the ne-
ceflity of a&ing was precipitat-
ed before any meafures to a&
with fuccefs had been taken;
and that the neceflity of doing
fo feemed <to increafe as the
means ,of doing fo were taken
away. To whom is this to be
afcribed ? Is it to be afcribed to
me, who had no fhare in thefe
affairs tiJ]l a few weeks before the
duke of *&MOND was forced to
abandoft ;f’}_'ingland, and the dif-
covery of the intended invafion
was publifhed to parliament and
to the world ? or is it to be
afcribed to thofe who had from

the
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the firft been at the head of this
undertaking ? '

UnasLE to defend this point,
the next refort of the jacobites
is to this impudent and ab-
furd affirmation, that, notwith-
ftanding the difadvantages un-
der which they teok arms,
they fhould hdve fucceeded, if
the indire& affiftances, which
were afked from France, had
been obtained : nay, that they
thould have been able§t0 _de-
fend the highlands, i i-iad fent
them a littlc powc;%‘* Is it
peflible that a man {hould be
wounded with {uch blunt wea-
pons ? Much more than powder
was afked for from the firft
and I have alrcady faid, that

when
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when the chevaller came #to
Scotland, régular troops, ar-
tillery, &c. were demanded.
Both he and the earl of Mar
judged it impoflible to ftand
their ground without fuch af-
fiftance as thefe. How {canda-
lous then muft it be dcemed,
that they fuffer their dependents
to fpread in the world, that
for want of a little powder
I forced them to abandon Scot-
land ? The earl of Mar knows,
that_all «the powder in France
would” 1;{}? have enabled him
to ftay iz Perth as long s he
did, if he had not had and-
ther fecurrty: and when that
failed him, he muft have quit-
red the partv, if the regent had

Fivern
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given us all that he made fome
-of us expe&. '

Burt to finith all that I in-
tend to fay on a fubje@ which
has ‘tired me, and perhaps you :
the jacobites affirm that the
indire& afhiftances, which they
defired, might have been obtain-
ed : and I confefs, that I am in-
excufable if this fa& be true.
To prove it, they appeal to
the little politicians of whom I
have {poken fo often. | I affirm,
on the contrarvy‘\ik nothing
could be obtained Rgre to fup-
port the Scotch, or to encourage
the FEnglith. To"prove the
affertion, I appeal to the mini-
fters with whom' I negetiated,
and to the rcgcnt hxmfelf who,

: what-
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whatever language-he may hold
in private with other- people,
cannot controvert with me the
truth of what I advance. He
excluded me formerly, that he
might the more eafily avoid
domg any thing; and- perhaps
he has blamed me fince, that
he might excufe his doing no-
thing. Al this . ‘may be true,
and yet it will remain true;
that he would never have been
prevailed upon to a& direétly
agamﬂ his intereft in the only
peint of s(tx‘w which he has, I
mean the ¢crown of France, and
againft the unanimous fenfe of
all his miniters. Suppofe that
in the time of the late queen,
when . fhe had the peace in
view, a party.in France had
: im-



440 A LETTERt
implored her ‘affiftance, and had

applied to MarGgery FieLDING,
to Israet, to my lady OcLe-
THORPE, to Dr. BarTirg, ard
licutenant general STEwarr ;
what fuccefs do you imagine
fuch applications would have
had ? The queen would have
fpoke them faif, ‘ the would
fpeak othcrwife to no- body :
but do you imagine the would
have madc one ftep in their fa-
vor? Orive Trant, Macny,
mademoifelle Cuaussery, g dir-
ty abb¢ Bricaury,7and Mr.
Diiron, are charadtdes very ap-
pofite to thefe; and what I
fuppofc to have pafled ip Eng-
land is not a whit more ridicu-
lous than What really - paifed
here.

2 Isay
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I say nothing of the fhips,
which the jacobites pretend that
they fent into Scotland threc
we ks or a month after the pre-
tender was returned. I ‘be-
licve they might have had my
lor¢ Srati’s ceanivance then, as
well ws the pegent’s. 1 fay no-
thie of the order, which they
pretend “to hwve obtained, and
which I nwver faw, for the
flores that were feifed at [Tavre
to b delivered to Castin Roan-
N | hivo.:zhmd_‘,' {2d nough
on this hdel ) wund vou cannot
have feiled to oblenve, thag
this fignal {{ ver w2, never ob-
taincd by <thele  people till
tha marflid D 1 nELLes had
owaed  to me, that ncthing
Wwactole cxiw.éi:cg fiom Frunce,

Q . J.ud_
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and that the only thing which

I could do was to endeavour
to bring the pretender, the
earl of Mar, and” the princi-
pat perfons who were moft
expofed off : neither he nor 1
imagining that any fuch would

be left behind.

WueN T began to dppear in
the world, upon the advertife-
ments which my friends gave
me of the clamor that was raifed
againft me, you-wil} eafily~shink
I did not cnter i$ fo many
_particulars as I have done with
you. I faid cven lefs, than you
have feen, in thofe letters which
Brinspen writ into England,
in March and April was® twelve
month ; and yet the clamor

.4 funk
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funk immediately. The people

of confideration at this court
beat it down, and the court of
St. Germains grew fo afhamed
of it, that the queen thought
fit to purge herfelf of having
had any fhare in encouraging
the difcourfes which were held
againft me, or having been fo
much a% let into the fecret of

the meafure which preccd-
cd them. The provocation was

areat, but Irefolved to a& with-
out ~paffion. -I faw the ad-
vantage the pretender and_his
council, who difpofcd of things
better for me than I fhould have
done foy myfelf, had given me:
but I faw likewife, that I muft
improve this advantage with the
ntmoft caution.” ‘

Q.:’ L A:’:-
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As I never imagined that he
would treat me in the man-
ner he did, nor that his mini-
fters could be weak enough to
advife him to it; I had re-
folved, on his return from Scot-~
land, to follow him till his re-
fidence fhould be fixed fome-
where or other: after’ which,
having ferved the tories in this,
which I looked upon as their
124 ftruggle for power, and hav-
ing continucd to "a&,in the pre-
tender’s affairs till the end of
the term for which I embarked
with him; I fhould have e-
fteemed myfelf to be ot liber-
ty, and fhould in the civileft
manner I was able have taken
my leave of him..  Had w¢

parted
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parted thus, I fhould have re-
mained in a Very firange fitua-
tion.during the reft of my life :
but I had examined myfelf tho-
roughly, I was determined, I
was prepared.

e On one fide he would have
thought that he had a fort of
right op- any future occafion to
call me out of my retreat ; the
tories would probably have
thought the fame thing: my re-
iolution was taken to refufe them
both, and T forefaw, that both
would condemn me. On *the
other fide, the confideration of
his keeping: meafures with me,
joined to that of having once
openly declared for him, would
have created a point of ho-

Q-3 nor,
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nor, ‘by which I fhould have

been tied down, not only from
ever engaging againft him,«but
alfo from making my peace
at home. The chevalier cut
this gordian knot afunder at
one blow. He broke the links
of that chain which formef
engagements had {aftened on
me, and gave me 4 -right to
efteem myfelf as free from all
obligations of keeping mea-
fures with him, as I fhould
have continued if I had never
engaged in his intereft. I took
therefore, from that moment,
the refolution of making my
peace at home, and of employ-
ing all the unfortunate cx-
perience I had acquired abroad,
to undeceive my friends, and

to
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to promote the wnion and the’
quiet of my*country.

. Tue earl of Stamr had re-
ceived a full power to treat with
me whilft T was engaged with
the pretender, as I have been
fince' informed. He had done
me the juftice to believe me
incapable «to hearken, in fuch
circum.ﬁances, to any propo-
fals of that kind : and, as
much friendfhip as he had for
me, as much as I had for him,
we entertained not the leaft e-
ven indire& ‘correfpondence to-
gether during that whole time.
Soon afterwards he employed
a perfon * to communicate to
me the difpofition of his ma-

* SaLavbin of Geneva, then at Paris.

" Qs jefty
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‘jefty to grant me my pardon,
and his own defire to give me,
on this occafion, all the proofs,
he could of his inclination in
my favor. I embraced the offer,
as it became me to do, with all
poflible fenfe of the king’s good-
nefs, and of his lordthip’s friend-
fhip+. We met, we talked to-
gether, and he wrete to the
court on the fubject. 1 he turn
which the minifters gave to this
matter was, to enter into a
treaty to reverfe my 1ttamdc,,
and to fuipulate the condifions
on which this 2@ of grace
fhould be granted me.

1 There will be add~d, 'at the end of
this relation, an criginai letter from the

earl of Starr to Mr. Cracas, giving a
full account of the trunfuélion her¢ men-

toned.
T
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Txe notion of a treaty {hock-
ed me. I refolved never to be
reftored, rather than go that
way to work ; and I opened my
{cif without any referve to lord
Stair., I told him, that I look-
ed on myfclf to be obliged in
honor and in confcience to un-
deceive my. friends in England,
both as to the ftate of forcign
affuirs, as to the* management
of the jacobite intereft abroad,
and as to the chara&ers of per-
fons; in every one of which
points I knew them to be meft
grofsly. and moft dangeraufly
deluded : that the treatment
I had reccived from the pre-
tender and his adherents would
ju;’cify. me to the world in do-
ing this: that if I remained in
o exile
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exile all my .life, he might be
affured, that I ‘would never
more have to do with the ja-
cobite caufe ; and that if T was
reftored, I fhould give it an
cffeual blow, in making that
apology which the pretender
has put me under a neceflity of
making : that in doing this I
flattered myfelf that 1 fhould
contribute fomething to the e-
ftablithment of the king’s go-
vernment, and to the union of
his fubjects; but that this was
all the merit which I could pro-
mife to have : that if the court
believed thefe profeflions to be
fincere, a treaty with me was
unneceflary for them ; and that
if they did not believe them
{fo, a treaty with them was

dan-
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dangerous for met that I was
determined in' this whole tran{-
aGion to make no onc ftep
which I would not own in the
face of the world; that in o-
ther circumftances it might be
fufficient to ac& honeftly, but
that in a cafe as extraordinary as
mine, it was neceffary: to a&
clearly,,an@ to keave no room for
the leaft doubtful conftruction.

Tur earl of Stair, as well
as Mr. Cracgs, who arriv-
"ed foon after in France, came
into my f{enfe. I have reifon
to believe, that the king has
approved it likewife upon their
reprefentations, fince he has
been .pleafed to give me the
moft gracious. affurances of his

favor.
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favor. What the effe& of all
this may be, in ‘the next, or
in any other feffion, I know
not: but this is the foot on
which I have put myfclf, and on
which I ftand at the moment
I write to you. The whigs
may continue inveterate, and
by confequence fruftrate his
majefty’s good* inténtions to-
wards me ; the torics may con-
tinue to rail at me, on the cre-
dit of fuch enemies as I have
defcribed to you in the courfe
of this relation: ncither the
one' nor the other fhall make
me f{werve' out of the path
which I have traced to my{clf.

I nave now led you throtfgh
the feveral ftages which 1 pro-
T pofcd
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pofed at firfe; and I {fhould do

wrong to your good under-
ftanding, as well as to our mu-
tual friendfhip, if I fufpe@ed
that you could hold any other
language to me than that which
Dovraserra ufes to Cicero:
¢ Satisfactum eft jam a tc vel
' officio wel familiaritati; fa-
“ tisfactum  etiam partibus.”,
The king, who pardons me,
might complain of me, the
vhigs might declaim =againft
-me, my family might re-
proach me for the litdesre-,
gard which I have thewn to
my own ajd to their interefls ;
but where is the crime I have
been guilty of towards my par-
ty and towards my friends? In
what part of my, condudt will

3 .the‘
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the..tories find an excufe for the
treatment which they have gi~
ven me? As tories, fuch as
they were when I left Eng-
land, I defy them to find any.
But here lies the fore, and, ten-
der as it is, I muft lay it open.
Thofe amongft them, who rail
at me now, are changed from
what they were, or from what
they profefled themfelves to
be, when we lived and aded
together. They were tories
then, they are jacobites now,
Their objetions to the courfe
‘of my condu@ whilft I was in
the pretender’s intcreft are the
pretence; the true reafon of
their »anger is, that I renoulce
the . pretender for my life.
When you w erc firft driven

into
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into this intereft, I may ap-
peal to you for the notion
which the party had. You
thought of reftoring him by the
ftrength of the tories, and of
oppofing a tory king to a whig
king. You took him up as
the inftrument of your re-
venge and. of your ambition.
You ldoked on him as your
creature, and never once doubt-
ed of making what terms
you pleafed with him. This
4 fo true, that the fame lan-
guage is flill held to the,ca-
techumens in jacobitifm. Were
the contrary to be avowed -
ven now, the party in Eng-
ladd would foon diminith. I
engaged on this principle when
your orders fent me to Com-

N, mercy,



256 A IETTER'to

mercy, and I never aced on
any othet. This ought to have
been part of my merit towards
the tories; and it would have
been fo if they had continued
in the fame difpofitions. But
they arc changed, and this very
thing is become.my crime,
Inftead of making the preten-
der their' tool, they ‘arc his,
Inftead of havmg in view to
reftore him on their own terms,
they are laboring to do it with-
out any terms; that is, tr
fpesk properly, they are ready
%0 receive him on his, Be
not deceived : there is not a
man on this ide of the water
who ads in any other fnfin-
ner., Tlie church- of-England
jﬁcobxte and the irith papift

feem
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feem in every rc[p::& to have
the fame caufe.. Thofe on your
fide of the water, who corre-
fpond with thefe, are to be
comprehended in the fame clafs:
gnd from hence it is, that
the clamor raifed againft me
has been kept up with fo much
induftry, and is redoubled on
the leaft appearance of my re-
turn home, and of my being
in a fituation to juftify myfelf.

You have feen already what
seafons the pretender, and the
feveral forts of peoplewho eom-
pofe his party here, had to get
rid of me,. and to cover me to
tbf utmoft of their power with
infamy. Their views were as
fhort in this cafe, 3s,they are

' "R in
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fcem in every refpct to have
the fame cauvfe.. Thofe on your
fide of the water, who corre-
{pond with thefe, are to be
comprehended in the fame clafs:
gnd from hence it is, that
the clamor raifed againft me
has been kept up with fo much
induftry, and is redoubled on
the leaft appearance of my re-
turn home, and of my being
in a fituation to Jufhfy my{elf.

You have fcen already what
sseafons the pretender, and the
feveral {orts of people who eom-
pofe his party here, had to get
rid of me,. and to cover me to
thf utmoft of their power with
in amy. Their views were as

fhort im this cafe, s, they- are
R . in
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in all otherss They did not
{ee at firft, that this condu&
would not only give me a
right, but put me under a nc-
ceflity of keeping no farther
meafures with them, and of
laying the whole myftery of
their iniquity open. As foon
as they difcovered, this, they
took the only courfe whzch
was left them, that of poi
foning the minds of the to-
ries, and of creating fuch pre-
judices againft me whilft T re-
mained 'in a condition of not
{peaking for myfelf, as will,
they hope, prevent the effect.
of whatever I may. fay when
I am in a condition of plead-
ing my own caufe. The bare
apprchenfidn, that I fhall thew
the
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the world that I have been
guilty of no ‘crime, renders me
criminal among thefe men :
and they hold themfelves rea-
dy, being unable to reply ei-
ther in point of fa& or in
point of reafon, to drown my
voice in the confufion of their
clamor.

Tre only crimes I am guilty
of, I own. I own the crime
of - having been for the pre-
tcnder in a very different man-
net from thofe, with whor I
a@ted. I ferv®d him as faith-
Tully, I ferved him as well as
they ; but I ferved him on a
dxf}ercnt principle. I own the
crime ‘of having renautge_ ed him,

- and of being refolved never to

R ‘a have,
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have to do with him as long
as I livee I own the crime
of being determined fooner: or
later, as foon as I can, to cleur
myfelf of all the unjuft afper-
fions which have been caft
upon me; to undeceive by my
experience as many  as I can
of thofe tories who may have
been drawn into error; and to
contribute, if ever I return
home, as far as I am able,
to promote the national good
of Britain without any othcr
regard. Thefc crimes do not,
) ! hope, by Mk time appear
to you to be of a very black
dye. You may come, per-
haps, to think them virtaes,
when Y'mrhave read and con-
ﬁdercd w}mt ‘Temains  to Le
{uid -
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faid ; for beforc /l conclude,
it is neceflary that I open one
matter to you, which 1 could
npt weave in fooner without
breaking too much the thread
of my narration. In this place,
unmingled with any thing clfe,
16 will have, as it deferves to
have, your whole attention.

Wroevir compofed that cu-
ticus piecce of falfe fa&, falfe
argument, falfe englith, and
fulfe cloquence, the letter from
Yewignon, fays, that I was not
thought the mof’t proper ﬁel-
fon to {peak about religion!
I confefs 1° thould be of his
mind, and {hould include his
pm’;onvs in fe,-df the
pradice of 1t- W'n\ € Te-

Ren . com.
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commended: for furely it is
unpardonable impudence to im-
pofe by precept what we do
not teach by example. I fhould
be of the fame mind, if the
nature of religion was to be
explained, if it's myfteries were
to be fathomed, amd if this
great truth was o be efta-
" blithed, that the church of
England has the advantage o-
ver all other churches in pu-
rity of doftrine, and in wif-
dom of difcipline. But no-
thing of this kind was necci-
faxfr This would have ‘been
"the tafk of reverend and learned
divines, We of the laity had
nothmg more. to do, thal,‘ to
]ay n..Qur- ,d:nm that we could
nevey rubmlt to be governed

by
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by a.prince who was not of
the religion’ of our country.
Such a declaration could hard-
ly have failed of fome effe& to-
wards opening the eyes and dif-
pofing the mind even of the pre-
tender. At leaft, in juftice to
ourfelves, and in juftice to our
party, we who were here ought
to havg mhde it; and the influ-
ence of it on the pretender ought
to have become the rule of our
fubfequent condud&.

>~ In thinking in this manner
I think no otherwife now,*than
I have always thought: and -I
cannot forget, nor you neither,
what pafled when, a little be-
fdre .the death oY, the queen,
letters were eomiré;:ﬁ-«efm"the"
R.4 che-
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chevalier to leveral perfoms, to
myfelf among othérs. In the
letter to me, the article of re-
ligion was fo aukwardly handled;
that he made the principal mo-
tive of the confidence we
ought to have in him to con-
fift in his firm refolution to
adhere fo popery. «The effect
which. this cpiftle had on me
was the fame which it had on
thofe tories to whom I com-
municated it at that time; it
made us recfolve to have no-
thing to do with him. -

- SoME time after this I was
affured by feveral, and I make
no doubt but others have be:n
{o too, . thag" the chevalier -at
thiebettem Jwas.not a bigot :
1 that
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that whilt he remained a-
broad and cobild expe@ no fuc-
cour, cither prefent or future,
from any princes but thofe of
the roman catholic communi-
on, it was prudent, whatever
he might think, to make no
demonftration of a defign to
change : but that his temper
was fuch, 'and he was already
fo difpofed, that we might de-
pend on his compliance with
what fhould be defired. of
him, if ever he came dmongft
usp and was taken {from un-
der the wing of the queen® his
mother. To ftrengthen this o~
pinion of his charader, it was
fai that he had fent for Mr.
Ldsiey over; tha <he allowed
him to cclebrare the ehorch of

' Eng-



266 A LETTERt * -
England fervice in his family ;
and that he had  promifed to
-hear what this divine fhould
reprefent on the fubje& of re-
ligion to “him. When I came -
abroad the fame things, and
much more, were at ﬁrf’c in-
finvated to me; and I began
to let them make impreflion
upon me, notwithftanding what
I had {cen under his hand. I
would willingly flatter myfelf,
that this impreffion difpofed me
to incline to jacobitiim, rather
than allow that the inclinatiorrto
jacobitifm difpofed me cafﬂy to
‘believe what, upon- that princi-
ple, I had fo much reafon to with
might be true.  Which wassthe
caufe,_.and fwhich the cﬁlé‘t’ I
(,dnuﬁt“ﬁ cl]b‘ determine : perhaps

: they
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they did mutually “occafion each
other. Thus much is certain,
that I was far from weighing this
matter as I ought to have done,
when the {olicitation of my friends
and the perfecution of my ene:
mies precipitated me into en-
gagements with the pretender.
I was willing to take it for.
granted, that fince you were as
ready to declare, as I believed
you .at that' time, you muft
have had entire fatisfa&tion on
ke, article of religion. 1 was.
foo’h undeceived ; this ftring
had never been touched. My
own obfervation, and the una-
nimous report of :111 thofe
who from his mﬁIcy 'ha,vc 4p-
.proached  the. endet’s  per-
{on,
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fon, foon taught me how difficult
it is to come to terms with him
on this head, and how unfafe to

embark without them. .

~ His religion is not founded
on the love of virtue and the
“deteftation of vice; on a fenfe
of that obedience which is due
to the will of the Supreme Be-
ing; and a fenfe of thofe ob-
ligations which creatures form-
ed to live in a mutual depend-
ance on one another lie un-
der. The fpring of his whgle
condu@ is fear. Fear oftthe
horns of the devil, and of the
flamies of hell. He has been
taught to believe, that nothing
but a_blind ffubmiffion to tz;e
¢hurch - of Rome, and a fri@
‘ ad-
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adherence to all the terms of
that communion, can fave him
from thefe dangers He has
all the {uperftition of a ca-
puchin ; but I found on him
no tinGure of the religion of
a prince. Do not imagine that
I loofe the reins to my imagi-
nation, or’that I write what
my refentments dictate: I tell
you fimply my opinion. T have
heard the fame dcfcription of
his chara&er made by thofe who
know him beft ; and I converfed

K very few among the ro-
man catholics themfelves, who
did not tth him too much

a Papﬂ’c

; NoTHING gwe 1€, &rem whe
Jeginning, {o *mudh uwoaﬁnc{a
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as the confideration of this part
_of his chara&er, ahd of the lit-
tle care which had been taken to
corre® it. A true turn had
not been given to the firft
fteps which were made -with
hun. The tories, who engaged
afterwards, threw themfelves as'
it'were at his head. He had
been fuffered to think that the
party in England wanted him
as much as he wanted them.
There was no room to hopc
for much' compliance. on the
head of religion, when he, sas
in fhefe fentiments, and when
‘he thought the tories too far ad-
vanced to have it in' their pow-
er to retreat : and little depet{é«
afjce .was af ‘any time to
“pliced on /the *promifes of a

man
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man capable of thinking his
damnation attached to the ob-
fervance, and his falvation. to
the breach of, thefe very pro-
mifes. Something, however,
was to be donc: and I thought
that the leaft which could be
done was, to deal plainly with
him, "and’ fo fhew him the
impoflibility of governing our
mation by any other expedient,
than by complying with that
which would be expeced from
him as to his rcligion. This
-was thought too much by the
dukedof OrmonD and Mr. L&s-
Lig ; altho the duke could
be no more.ignorant than the
minjfter, how 1ill the latter had
becy ufed, how farg’the\heva—
lier had been from kq‘eeping. the

word
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wprd which he had given, and
on the faith of which Mr, Les-
it had come over to him.
They both knew, that he not
only refufed to hear himfclf,
but that he fheltered the ig-
norance of his priefls, or the
badnefs of his caufe, or both,
behind his authority, and abfo-
lutely forbid all difcoyrfe con-
cerning religion. The duke
feemed convinced that it would
be time enough to talk of re-
ligion to him when he fhould
be reftored, or, at {ooncft, when
he' thould .be landed infEng-
‘land ; that, the influence under
which he had lived being at
a dxf’mnm., the reafonablcnus of
What fve nfight propoﬁ,, joined
Jto the apparent neceflity which

would
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would then flare him in the
face, could not fail to produce
all the effe@s which we could
defire.

To me this whole reafoning
appeared fallacious. Our bufi-
nefs was not to make him change
appearances bn this fide of the
water, but to prepare him to
give thofe which would be necef-
fary on the other : and there was
no room to hope that if we could
gain nothing on his prejudices
here,, we thould be able to over-
come'them in Britain. I would
have argued juft as the duke of
Qrvonp and Lestig, if I had
beent a papift ; and 1w well
enoligh that fome peopleNabout
-him, for in q great dearth of abi-
: S lity
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Jity there was cunning to be met
with, affe&ted nothing more than
to keep off all difcourfe of reli-
gion. To my apprehenfion® it
was exceeding plain that we
fhould find, if we were once in
England, the neceflity of going
forward at any rate with him
much greater, than'he would find
that of complying with us. I
thought it an unpardonable fault
to have taken a formal engage-
ment with him, when no previ-
ousfatisfa&tion had been obtained
on a point, at leaft as effepsal to
ourcivil asto our religious rights;
to the peace of the flate, as to
the profperity of the church: and
1 looked on this fault to be ag-
‘gravited by every day’s 3‘elay,
Our filence was, unfair, both

, )
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to the chevalier, and to our
friends in England. He was in-
duced by it to believe, that they
would exa& far lefs from him,
than we knew they expeQed :
and they were cenfirmed in an
opinion of his docility, which
we knew to be void of ‘all
foundation,” The pretence of
removifig that influence, ugder
which he had lived, was frivo-
lous, and ‘fhould never have
been urged to me, who faw
plainly, that, according to the
hgi‘;\‘ures purfued by the yery
pdrfons who urged it, he muft
be environed in England by the
famc people that furrounded
1}1 here 3 and that t\ court
St." James’s would be fonfti-
tutcd if ever he was reftored,
S 2 in
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in the fame manner as that of
St. Germains was.

Wuen the draught of a
declaration, and other papers
which were to. be difperfed in
Great Britain, came to be fet-
tled, it appeared that my - ap-
prehenfion and diftruft were
but too well founded. The
pretender took exception againft
fevgral pafiages, and: particular-
ly againft thofe, wherein a di-
ret promife of fecuring the
churches of England and «Jre--
land was made. He was %old,
he faid, that he could not in
confcience make fuch a pro-
mife: pad, the debate being
kep W.lg: little while, he afked
me with {fome ~warmth, why

' the
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the tories were fo defirous to
have him, ‘if they expeted
thofe things from him which
his religion did not allow? I
left thefe draughts, by his order,
with him, that he might con-
fider and amend them. I can-
not fay. that he fent them to
the queen to be corrected by her
confefler and the reft of her
council: but I firmly believe
it. Sure L am, that he took
time {ufficient to do this ; be-
fore he fent them from Bar,
~where he then was, to Paris,
:gtit'her I was returned. When
thty were digefted in fuch a
manner as fatisfied his cafuifts,
he' made them be prinkgd : and
nj name was put tok\de-
glaration, as if -the origil had

Se3 been
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been figned by me. I had hi-
therto {ubmitted my opinion to
the judgment of others; but
on this occafion I took advice
from myfelf. I declared to him,
that I would not fuffer my name
to be at the bottom of this
paper. All the copies which
came to my hands ¥ burnt, and
another was printed off, without
any counterfigning.

Tuae whole tenor of the a-
mendments was one continued
inftance of the groffeft ]:fjgo»r
try’; and the moft material ;(f«
‘fages were turned with all the
jefuitical prevarication imagina-
_ble. As much as it was his'in-
tere.ﬁ /at that time, to cultitate
the ri ifpe& which many of the,

s, tories
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tories really had for the memory
of the late queen, and which
many others affe@ed as a far-
ther mark of their oppofition to
the court, and to the whig par-
ty; as much as it was his in-
tereft to weave the honor of her
name into his caufe, and to ren-
der her, even after her death, a
party to the difpute; he could
not be prevailed upon to give
her that character which her
enemies allowed her, nor to
make ufe of thofe expreflions
in fpeaking of her, which, by

csgeneral manner of their
application, are come to be lit-
tl Qu')re than terms of refpe®t
and " words of form, proper in
the {tyle of public a§§s. For
nftance : L

- Sur

S. 4,
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Sue was called in the origi-
nal draught . his* fifter of glo-
“ rious and bleffed memory.”
In that which he publifhed, the
epithet of ¢ bleflfed” was left
out. Her eminent juftice and
her exemplary picty were oc-
cafionally mentioned. In lieu.
of which he fubftituted a flat,
and, in this cafe, an invidious
cxpreflion, ¢ her inclinations to
*¢ Juftice.” ,

Not content with declaring
her neither juft nor pious in.
this' world, he did little* lets
than declare her damned, in toe
other, according to-the ckari-
rable prj_;:ciplcs of the church of
ROII:LCX

1
1

¢ WHEN
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"¢« WHeN it pleafed almighty
¢ God to take her to himfelf,”
was the expreflion ufed in fpeak-
ing of the death of the queen.
This he erafed, and inftead
thereof inferted thefe words :
* when it pleafed almighty
“ God to put a period to her
¢ life.”

He “gracioufly allowed the
univerfities to be nurferies of loy-
alty ; but did not think that it
became him to ftyle them ¢ nur-
¢ ferics of rcligion.” :

SiNce his father paffes alréady
foa faint, and fince reports are
encOyraged’ of miracles which
they Yuppofe to be waought -
%p. tOrAb, he might &ra al-

wed his .grandfather t§ pafls
3 for

"
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for a martyr : but he ftruck out
of the draught -thefe words,
#¢ that blefled mmrtyr who died
“ for his people,” which were
applied to king Cuarres the
firft, and would fay nothing
more of him than that ¢ he fell
¢ 3 facrifice to rebellion.”

In the claufe which related to
the churches of England and
Ireland there was a plain and
dire& promife inferted of ¢ cf-
¢ fectual provifion for their fe-
e ‘curity ; and for their re-efta-
¢ blithment in all thofe riglits
-+t which belong to them.” This
claufe was not {uffered to frund,
_but another was formed, where-
in all Zaention of the chwrcl of

frelagd was omltred and ng-,
thing
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thing was promifed to the church
of England but the fecurity,
and ¢ re-eftablithment . of all
«¢, thofe rights, privileges, immu-
“ nities, and pofleflions which
 belong to her,” and where-
in he had already promifed, by
his declaration of the twenticth
of July, to.fecure and ¢ pro-
“ ted all her members,”

I NgEp make no comment on
a proceeding fo eafy to be un-
derftood. The drift of thefe
evafions, and of this affected ob-
- {curity is obvious ecnough, at

as fo afraid of admit~
words which myeht be
ed into a progifeYof his
Cone
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confenting to thofe things, whicl:
thould be found' neceflary for
the prefent or future fecurity of
our conftitution, that in a pa-
ragraph where he was made to
fay, that he thought himfelf
obliged to be folicitous for the
profperity of the church of Eng-
land, the word profperity was
expunged ; and we were left by
this mental refervation to guefs
what he was follicitous for. It
could not be for her profpe-
rity : that he had expunged.
It muft therefore be for her de~
ttriction, which in his langua */v(.
would have been ftyled, hc‘

converiion.

ANATHIR rcm:l,rkab)\)‘:; ptoof
of thff fame kind is to bé fuur
' to-
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towards the conclufion of the
declaration. After having fpoke
of the peace and florifhing eftate
of* the kingdom, he was made
to exprefs his readinefs to con-
cert with the two houfes fuch
further meafures, as fhould be
thought neceffary for fecuring
the fame to *future generations.
The delign of this paragraph
you fee. He and his council
faw it too,. and therefore the
word ¢ {ecuring” was laid a-
fide, and the word ¢ leaving ™
xas inferted in lieu of it.

NE would imagine, that a°
ation " corre&ed in  this,
manneM might have bsen fuk.!

go abroad withoyit any
_pregaution. Bu&thcfe

P:«lpcrs
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papers had been penned by pro-

teftants; and who could anfwer

that there might not be ftill

ground fufficient from the fe-

nor of them to infift on every

thing neceffary for the fecuri-

ty of that religion ? The decla-

ration of the twentieth of July
had been penned by a prieft of

the {cotch college, and‘the ex-

preflions had been meafured fo

as to {uit perfe&ly with the con-

du@& which the chevalier in-

tended to hold ; fo as to leave
room to mﬁmgux{h him, - upe.s

future occaﬁons, with thé htlp

“of a little pious fophlﬁry, 5out
.of all the enrrqgcmcnts swhich
“he feeryed to take in it This
orthc’)fgx paper was the)‘ fore to
accoripany the hex:f:tlca1 paper

| ' mto
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into the world, and no promife
of moment was to ftand in the
latter, unlefs qualified by a re-
ference to ‘the former. Thus
the church was to be fecured in
the rights, &c. which belong
to her., How? No otherwife
than according to the declara-
tion of the month of July. And
what does that promlfe? Secu-
rity and protection to the mem-=
bers of this church in the en-
joyment of their property. eI
make no doubt, but Brirar-
MINE, if he had been the che-~
walier’s confeffor, would have
piffed this paragraph thus a-
mended . No engagement what-

ever {8ken in favor of the chuzc
/0, and, and a hajpy di-
inson found betwcen fecur-

ing
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ing that of England, and pro-
te@ing her members. Many a
ufeful proje& for the deftru&ion
of heretics, and for accumu-
lating power and riches to the
fee of Rome, has been efta-
blithed on a more {flender foun-
dation, .

Tsue fame {pirit reigns through
the whole. Civil and religious
rights are no otherwife to be
confirmed, than in” conformity
to the declaration of July; nay
the general pardon is reftrained
and: limited to the terms pre

{cribed therein, .
- 1

- “Tivs is the account which I
Fdged Jtoo important ;?{o "be
omittefl, and which 1 z)i' fe to
give you all together. M-ifix
' {urely
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furely be juftified at prefent in
concluding, that the tories are
grofsly deluded in their opinion
of this prince’s charader, or
elfe that they facrifice all, which
ought to be efteemed precious
and facred among men, to
their paffions. In both thefe
cafes I remain flill a tory, and
am trug to the party. In the
firft, I endeavour to undeceive
you by an g¢xpericnce purchafed
at my expence and for your
fakes: in the fccond, I endea-
vour to prevail on you to revert
tc\ that principle from which
wep have deviated. You never’
intaeded, whilft I lived amongft.
yol, the ruin of your gountry.;
m}? every ftep, which you
o] aLc towards the ;‘Rﬂora-
T. tion
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tion you are fo fond of, is" a
ftep towards this ruin. No
man of fenfe, well informed,
can ever go into meafures for it,
unlefs he thinks himfelf and his
country in fuch defperate cir-
cumftances, that nothing is left
them but to chufe of two ruins
that which they like beft.

Tae exile of the royal fa-
mily, under Cromweit’s ufur-
pation, was the principal caufe
of all thofe misfortunes, in
which Britain has becn involv-
cd, -as well as of many of thofe
which have happened to *the
reft of Europe, during more thian

;. half a century. u
P ¥

THy two brothers, @yiaryes
and. JaMes, became tiien Lisi€ .

ed
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ed with popery to fuch degrees,
as their diffcrent chara&ers ad-
mitted of. Cranries had parts;
and his good underftanding
ferved as an antidote to repel
the poifon. James, the fimpleft
man of his time, drank off
the whole chalice.  The poifon
met, in his compofitien, with
all the fcir, all the credulity,
and all the obftinacy of temper
proper  to , creafe 1t’s  viru-
lence, and to ftrengthen it’s
effe&. The firft had always
a wrong biafs upon him: he
connived at the eftablithment,
ared indirectly contributed to the
grogth of that power, which
afterwirds difturbed the peace,
and i'}ireatened ‘the liberty of
arahe o, often ; but hf went-

‘ g2 G
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no farther out of the way. The
oppofition of his' parliaments,
and his own refle&ions ftopped
him here. The prince and
the people were indeed mutual-
ly jealous of one another, from
whence much prefent diforder
flowed, and the foundation of
future evils was laid : but his
good and his bad’ principles
combating ftill together, he
maintained, during,a reign of
more than twenty years, in fome
tolerable degree, the authority of
the crown, and the florithing
cftate of the nation, The laft,
"drunk with fuperftitiousand cven
.enthufiaftic zeal, ran headlopg in-
sto his own ruin whilft herendca-
vourcz to precipitate ouze His
parliafacntand his peepleydid af

” ' they
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thE:y could to fave themfelves by
winning him.” But all was vain:
he had no principle on which
they could take hold. Even his
good qualities worked againft
them, and his love of his coun-
try went halves with his bigo-
try. How he fucceeded, we¢ have
heard fropr our fathers. The
revolusion” of one thoufand fix
hundred and eighty eight faved
the nation, asd ruined the king.

Now the pretender’s educa-
tior has rendered him infinitely
lefs -fit than his uncle, arrd at
leaft as unfit as his father, to be
king of Great Britain. Add to
this, ¢hat there is no refource. it
his wxdcrf’candmg. Men of the

.,:mfl fcn-f\ﬁnd it hard o over:
T, 2 v come
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come religious prejudices, which
are of all the ftrongeft; but
he is a flave to the weakeft.
The rod hangs like the fword
of Daxocres over his head, and
hie trembles before his mother
and his prieft. What, in the
name of God, can any mem-
ber of the church of En land
promife’ himfelf from '[uch a
charatter 7 Are we by ano-
ther revolution .te «return in-
to the fame ftate from which
we were delivered by the firft ?
Let us take example from the
roman catholics, who a&’ very
reafon‘.bly in rcfuﬁng to {ub-
.mit to a proteftint prince
“Henry the fourth had 4t leaft
as gogd a title to the crown of
F rm;c?, as the pretersicr has to
' ours.



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 295

ours. His religion alone ftood
in his way,-and he had never
been king if he had not remov-
ed that obftacle. Shall we fub-
mit to a popifh prince, who will
no more imitate Henry the
fourth in changing his religion,
than he will imitate thofe {hin-
ing qualities which rendered
him the honcfteft gentieman, the
braveft c.aptam, and the great-
cft p‘mce of/ his age? AHOW
me to give a loofe to my pen
for a moment on this fubject.
General benevolence, and uni-
verfal charity feem to be tfa-
blithed in the gofpel as the di<
ftinguifhing badges of chrifti-
alﬁty. How it happens I can-
not tell ; but fo it is, that in
all agcs«eé; the church tnc pro-~

T 4 Meffor.
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feflors of chriftianity feem to
have been animated by a quite
contrary {pirit.  Whilft they

were thinly feattered over the
world, tolerated in fome places,

but eftablithed no where, their
zeal often confumed their cha-
rity. Paganifm, at that timc
the religion by law eftablifh-
ed, was infulted by. many
of them; the ceremonics were
difturbed, the witers thrown
down. As foon as by the fa-
* vor of CoNsTANTINE their num-
bers were increafed, and the
rcins of government were put
into their hands, they began
to employ the fecular arm, not
conly againft different rehglons,
but againft different fe@s which
arofe /m their own refigion. A

, man
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man may boldly affirm, that

more blood has been fhed in the
difputes between chriftian and
chriftian, than has ever been
drawn from the whole body of
them in the perfecutions of the
heathen emperors, and in the
conquefts of the mahometan
princes. From thefe they have
reccived quarter, but never from
one another. ,The chriftian re-
ligion is acaally tolerated a-
mong the mahometans, and the
domes of churches and mofques
arife in the fame city.  Bur it
will'be hard to find an cxample,
wherc one {e&t of chriftians hai
tolerated another which it was
in their power to textirbutc.
They have gone farther in thefe
L,'latfr ages: what was radlifed

for-
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formerly has been taught fince.
Perfecution has been reduced
into fyftem, and the difciples of
the meek and humble JEsus
have avowced a tyranny, which
the moft barbarous conquerors
never claimed. The wicked
fubtilty of cafuifts has eftablifh-
ed breach of faith-with . thofe
who differ from us, as.a duty
in oppofition to foith ; and mur-
der itfelf has been\mudn one of
the means of [alvation. I know
very well that the reformed
churches have been far from
o'oiﬁg thole crucl lengths, which
are authorifed by the do&rine
as well as example of that of
Rome ; ¢tho Cavvin puta fam-
ing fword on the title of a french
cditiorp of his Inftituteg-with this;.
motto,
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motto, ¢ Je ne fui; point venu
 mettre la paix, mais I'epée:”
but I know likewife, that the
difference lies in the means, and
not in the aim of their policy.
.The church of England, the
moft humane of all of them,
would root out cvery other re-
ligion, if it* was in her power.
She weuld not hang and burn;
her meafures )}Jould be milder,

and thereforc, perhaps, more
effeCual.

Sincr then there is this inve-
terate rancor among chriffians,
can any thing be more abfurd,
than for thofe of onc perfuafion
to truit the {upreme power, or
any part of it, to thofe of ano-
_ ther™NPasticularly, muf’c‘it not
be



500 A LERTER to

be reputed ymadnefs in thofe of
our religion, to trift themiclves
in the hands of roman catho-
lics? Muft it not be reputed
impudence in a roman catholic
to expedt that we fhould? he,.
who looks upon us as heretics,
as men in rebellion againft a
lawful, nay a divine authority,
and whom it is therefore meri-
torious by all foyts of ways to
reduce to obedisnee.  There
are many, I know, amongft
them who think more gene-
rouily, and whofc morals are not
corrupted by that which is called
religion : but this is the {pirit
of the priefthood, in' whofc {fcale
that fcrap of a parable, Com-
¢« pel them to come in,” which
th\cy‘ a}pply as they pleals; outs

weighs”
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wéighs the wholg decalogue.
"This will be the {pirit of cvery
man who is bigot ¢nough to be
under their dirc&ion: and fo
much is fufficient for my prefent .
purpofe.

Durine your Lft {cffion of
p‘lr]iamcnt,' it was expeded that
the whigs Would attempt to re-
peal the occaffonzl Nill. The
faru: jealowfy continues: there
is, perha pq foundation for it .
Give me leave to afk you, upon
what principle we argucd for
making this law, and upon
what principle you muft argue
agginﬁ the repeal of it. I have
mentioned the princifle in the
beginning of this difcourfe.- No
) MAevght to be truﬁcd1 .w‘)'th

ny
LY J.
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any fhare of power under a go-
vernment, who imuft, to a&
confiftently with himfelf, en-
deavour the deftru@ion of that
very government. Shall this
propofition pafs for truc when
it is applied to keep a prefby:-
terian from being mayor of a
corporation, and fhall it be-
come falfe, when it is applied
to keep'a papift from being
king ? The propofition is equal-
ly true in both cafes; but the
argument drawn from it is juft
fo much ftronger in the latter,
than in the former cafe, as the
‘mifchiefs, which may refult
from the power arid influence
of a king, are greater than thofe
which can be wrought by a
maglﬁratc of the ](W“'.“nraer
» This"
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This feems to my, apprehen-
fion to be argumedftum ad ho-
minem, and I do not fee by
what happy diftincfion a jaco-
bite tory could eludc the force
of it.

IT may be faid, and it has
been urged to me, that if the
chevaligr was reftored, the know-
ledge of his Yharadtdr would
be our fecyrity; ¢ habet foe-
¢ npum in cornu ;> there would
be no pretence for trufting him,
and by confequence it would be
ealy to put fuch reftriGions on
the exercife of the regal power,
as might hinder him from inva-
dinp or fapping our religion and
liberty. But this I uftijg de-
_ny==Fxnerience has fhewn \us

h)\v

LS

S 4
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how ready mcn are to court.
power and }yroﬁt ;- and who can
determine, how far either the
tories or the whigs would com-
ply, in order to fecure to them-
felves the enjoyment of all the
places in the kingdom? Sup-
pofc however, that a majority
of true Ifraelites fhould be found,
whom nq temptatici: cquld ob-
hgc to bow the knee to Baav
in order to prefe ivcﬁ the govern-
ment on one hand, muft they
not deftroy it on the other?
The ncceffary reftrictions would
in this cafe be fo many, and fo
important, as to leave hardly
the thadow of a monarchy, if
he fubmitted to them: and if
he di’ - 110t fubmit to thcm, thefe
pa nofn wonid have pq e f . ce

left
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left but in -rebelldm. Thus,
therefore, the affair would turn,
if the pretender was reftored.
We might, moft probably, lofe
our religion and liberty by the
bigotry of the prince, and the
corruption of the people. We
fhould have no chapce of pre-
*{ferving thém, but by) an entire
change of thé wholé: {rame of
our governgnent, or by another
revolution. = What reafonable
man would voluntarily reduce
himfelf to the neceffity of mak-
ing an option among fuch°me-
lancholy alternatives ?

Tue beft Whi&hg sguld be
hoped, for, were the*cuyyalicr
crrske throne, would be, i*lat

a thread of favorable acce ks,
CHE
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improved by the wifdom and
virtue of parliament, might
keep-off the evil day during his
reign. But ftill the fatal caufe
would be eftablithed, it -would
be entailed upon us, and cvery.
man would be apprifed, that
fooner or later the fatal effe@
muft folbow. Confider, a little
what a ¢onditio we fhould be
in, both with refpe@ to our fo-
reign intereft, and our domeftic
quiet, whilft the reprieve lafted,
whilft the chevalier or his fuc-
ceflors made sno direét attack
upon the conftitution.
H

As tq the firft, it is true in-
deed- thit princes and fiates are
friends or foes to ong ar~tlor,
ai;coxf ding as the mctives of am-
v NN S : bition
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bition drive’ them. Thefe are
the firft principles pf union and
divifion amongft them. The
proteftant powers of Europe
have joined, in our days, to fup-
port and aggrandife the houfe of
Auftria, as they did, in the days
of our fOreﬁ;thers,-. to defeat
her defigns,- - nd to “educe her
power ; and the mott chriflian
king of Fsance has more than
once joined his councils, and his
arms too, with the councils
and arms of the moft mahome-
tan ‘emperor of Conftantinople.
But ftill there is, and there
muft continue, aj 1ong as the
influcnce of the *pandl autho-
nty fubfifts in Europe, abws¢her
geterldy permanent,” and inva-

riable divifion of intereﬁs/ ’ghe
U2 poers
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powers of carth, like thofe of
heaven, have two diftind mo-
tions. Each of them rolls in hi$
own political orb, but each of
them is hurried at the fame time
round the great vortex of his re-
ligion. If this general notion
be jutt, apply it to the prefent
cafe. WIlft a 'oman catholic
holds the ruddcr, how can we
expet to be fteered in our pro-
per courfe ? His political intereft
will certainly incline him to di-
re&, our firft motion right ; but
his miftaken religious intereft
will render him incapable of do-
ing it ﬁcddih'.
A to the hﬁ our domefhc
fgmt cven whilft ihe “cheva-
lfr, \nd thofe of his race con-
Je ; cealed
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cealed their game, we fhould
remain in the mgft unhappy
ftate which human nature is {fub-
jeét to, a ftate of dqubtand fuf-
penfe. Our prefervation would
-depend on making him the ob-
ject of our eternal jealoufy, who,
to render himfelf and his people
happy, ought to be that of our
entire confidence.

-

kar theﬁprctcnci':er and his
fucceffors Yorbore to grtack the
religion and liberty of the na-
tion, we fhould remain in the
condition of thofe peoplc who
labor under a broken conflitu-
tion, or who carry about them’
forpe chronical diffemper. They
feel a little pain ""adc}"ry mo-
ment ; or' a certain unedircfs,
T L U 3 which
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which is fometimes lefs tolerable
than pain, }\\'mgs continually on
them, and they languifh in the
conftant expedation of dying
perhaps in the fevereft torture,

Burt if the fear of hell thould
diffipate all other fears in the’
pretcnder s mind, and carry him,

which is rcqucntly the effe@ of
that pailfon, to fhe mof¥ defpe-
rate unoerh.kmﬂs if among his
fucceflo1s a man bold enough to
mzke the attempt thould arife,
the condition cf the britith na-
tion would be ftill more deplora-
ble. The attempt {ucceeding,
we fhould fall into tyranny ; for
i chanore of /zchmon could nzver

be b ) nt “about by confent
ag A the fame force, th“t would®
be
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be fufficient to enflave our con-
{cicnces, would be/fufficient for
all the other purpofes of arbitra-
ry power. The attempt failing,
we fhould fall into anarchy ; for
there is no medium when dif-
putés between a prince -and his
people are arrived at a certain
point; he muft cither be fub-
mitted to,, ;pr‘ depofed.
. 8

1 x-IA\a,g now laid Hefore you
even moresthan I irftended to
have faid when I €ook my pen ;
and I am perfuaded, that if thefe
papers ever come to your hands,
they will enable you to caft up
the account between party and
me. Till the timelof the queen’s
death it ftands, I’ Bilie, cve
Jbetwéen us.  The tories Jasiftin-

e U 4 cuifhed
1 s
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guifhed me by their approbation,
and by the \eredit which I had
amongft them; and I endeavour-
cd to dlf’angmfh myfelf in their
fervice, under the immediate
weight of great difcouragement,
and with the no very dlﬁant pro-
ﬂae& of great danqcr.’ Since that
time thc account is not fo even,
and I d.ue appeal tg, any 1mpar-
tial pezfon, whct]ﬂe/? my, fide in
it be that)of the debtor:” As to
the opini}m of markind in ge-
neral, and the judgment which
pofterity will pafs on thefe mat-
ters, I am underno great con-
.cern.  “ Suum 5 cuique decus
¢ pofteritas rependit.”
) .



FROM THE
EARL or S/TAIR,
His majefty’s embaffador at Paris,

TOo °*

JAMES CRAGGS junior, Efg.

Secret Letter *.

Monfieur,
Qus-avls vu par ma depé-
he I'ltat de la negocia-
tion. Jj a prefent a vous par-
ler, en partfeu}ier’,w dd BoLing-
LROK Is -~

* This letter, which, with feveral more
private and fecrct letters, had been geturn-
cd to lord Srair by his correfpondent,
was communicated to the editor of theft
papers, fome time acrcs\ by a relation of his
lokdthip: and it is cajied here, exactly,
tro;n the original in his “wn'hand-writ-

ing. 3

LTI JE
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JE I'ai vu chés moi le jour
apres lamx{:le de Mr. PirT: et
nous avons eu enfemble une con-
ver{ation d'yne heure et demie ;
dent la fubftance eft, que lui,
BorLiNGBROX E, rEntroit, du meil-
leur de fon cceur, dans {fon devoir
envers fon roi et {a patrie; et
que rien au monde Ctoit capable
de le détacher de cette refolution,
quand mcéme fa majcﬁ ‘e trou-
veroit pq:. 3 propos d¢/lui faire
gracc. u il Ctoit prét, dés ce
mm‘ncnt a s D.Mployer avec moi
dans ce pa us-1ci pour le fervice
du r01 f1je croy01s qu’il y pou-
voit étre utile A quelque chofe ;
et qu’il me commun?quermt tout
ce qu* vxendrcﬂt a fa connoiffance
qui mer’. v itoit étre de quelque
ufag€t et qu’il m'aideroit volon-
tiers
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tiers de toutes les lumieres qu’il
pourroit avoir acqp‘i{'es par fes
habitudes ici.

* I me dit, que je. {cavois bien,
par fon caraere, quil ne fai-
foit pas les chofes & demi ; qu'en
rentrant en fon devoir il fe pro-
pofoit de fervir le roi et fa pa-
tric avec z¢le et avec affeéion.
Que pc)uf cet effet, il {e croi-
roit obi 1gc, par toutes les obli-
gations dia devoir, de!la recon-
noiffance, de Jg,bmns:u" et de
I'interét méme, d’informer le
roi de tout ce que fon expe-
rience lui pourroit fuggérer
d’utile pour le fervice de fa ma-
jefté, poui Taffirmiffement de
la tranqmlhtc pusiioute. et pour
prgvenu' tous les projets qui fe

pour-
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pourront former en faveur de fes
ennemis. % u'il feroit tout ce
qui dependroit de lui dc faire
rentrer les toris qui ont embrafi¢
le parti du prétendant dans leut
devoir, en leur faifant voir quelle
efpece d’homme le prétendant
étoit ; et qu'ils fe trompoient §’ils
croyoient qu’ils pourroient avoir
de la flret¢ avec lui ou pour
leur liberté ou pour leur reli-
gion. Que pour pouybir faire
cela, il ttoit ncccﬁ‘alre, méme
pour le fervice.2a roi, que lui,
Boringeroke, ne fut pas perdu
de reputatlon, quil ne pafs.\t
pas pour dclateur.

Iu infifta b{:ﬁlcoup fur cet 2
ticle. 9 G que je propofe de
e fmre me dit-il, cft digne d’un

‘¢ Fon-
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“ honnéte homme? convaincu
¢ de fon erreur et touché d’un
‘« vrai répentir ; c’eft ce que je
¢ ferai hautement et a la face
de lunivers: et permettés-
moi d’ajouter, que c’eft un
{ervice récl que je rendrai au
roi et 2 ma patrie. Mais de
confentir a trahir des particu-
liers, "ou a réveler c¢ qui m’a
{té coni¥, ce feroi’ me def-

.'“',“'

honnorer a juspis.”

(13
(49
(19
[ ¢4
(49
(3
(43

(43

J= ne dois pas oublier 3 vous
dire,. quoutre fon ¢&loignement
pour le prétendant, il m’a te-
moign¢ beaucoup de dépit contre
la France: et je fur flimgu’il me
panloit fincerement.

JF fcrai bien-aife d’¢tre in-
ftruit au plutdt rouchant les ing
. 1 . tentions
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tentions do roi 4 fon ¢gard, et
de ce que je dois lui promettre
au nom de fa majeft¢; afin
qu'il puiffe étre en état de fe
rétirer de ce pais-ici, ot jappré-
hende qu’il ne fait pas bon pour
lui.

Pour moi; je vous avoue
francherpent, que je y/ois qu’il
m’a par : dans la ﬁ;‘;é’erité de fon
ceeur; §u'd eft-refolu de faire
fon mieux pour abattre le parti
du prétendant, ct pour le déra-
cinér tout-a-fait {1 cela dec-
pendoit de lui: et il me pa-
roit certaitj;é‘qu’ﬂ 'n’y a per-
fonne gui,zuifle nuire au pré-
tendant au point qu’il le peut
faire. -

A'La
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A'La fin de néire converl-

tion, il me ferra la main, ct me
dit : « Milord, fi I'on me fait
“ Ja juftice de croirc que mes
¢ profeflions font fincercs, plus

€¢
(49
(14
({4
(14
(X3
¢
(£
4l
(€4

€<

ils menagent ma réputation,
plus 1ls font le fervice du roi.
Si au contraire 1ls mie .m}‘ ~on

nent,de ne pas marchier droit,
ils auront raifon d'exiger de
moi des qunditions q i jaura
en méme Wms reflin comme
un honnite horsnie, de refufer.
Les difficultés que 3o fais de
promettre trop, peuventsfer-
vir de garans qu‘c ‘e (iendrat
ce d quoi je m cugagc. En

‘ tout cas, le tem: ctema con-
“ duife uniforme convaincrent
¢ tout le monde de la droiture
““ de mes intentions : et Hl'vaut

v e

© ¢Comieud
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“ mieux attendre ce tems avec
“ patrnce, quelque long qu’il
“ pmﬁ'e étre, que d’arriver avec
““ precipitation a fon but en for-
“ tant du grand chemin de
“ I'honneur et de la probite.”

Some
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REFLECTIONS

NN THE
Prefent Stare of the NaTi0N,
Principally with regard to her
Taxes ind her DesTs;
AND ON TRHEI

L ]
C.auses and ChssEQuENCES of them,

SI NCE we arc got out of
.a war, the leaft fuccefsful,
and the moit expenfive, that
this nation ever made; after
having taken part ¢hreefcorc
years, together, like principal
~2&ors, in all the other wars

X 2 and
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and all the negotiations of the
contincnt; it is time, {urely,
that we recal our attention home-
wards, and confider the prefent
ftate of our own country, par-
ticularly with refpcé‘c to her taxes
and her debts; to the naturc
and application of the former,
to the rife and progiefs of the
latter, to the nmeceflity and <o the
means of diminithing both.
r
Tnr revolution” of our go-
verument in one thoufand {ix
hurdred and eighty cight makes
a molt remarkable acra in the
hiftory of Britain on many ac-
counts, and ory none more, than
n that weich is the fubjeé of
thefe papers. The public fe-
venue, in net meney, amountedy’
. at
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at that time, to no more, than®
two millions '*m.nja]ly; which
were fuﬁlw nt to defray the or-
ahn*m cxpenccs of the crown, as
well s to maintain a fleet, and a
oreater army than was neceflary
for the defence of the country at
that time. This revenue was
raifed without any tax on land or
malt, " and by avery few of thofe
innumerable  duties which have
been finee Taid, to the oppref-
won of the landed zmd mercan-
tile intereft of the nation. Thefe
dutics have been fo moertgaged
too, that we arc unable, at this
t\lec, to fend a ‘cock-boat to
fd, or to keep a fipgle cen-
tinel at Whitchall gate without
K 1 Tand-tax.

' X 7 CToe
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Tue public debts, that of the
bankers included, amounted to
little more than three hundred
thoufand pounds at the*begin*
ning of this acra. They amount
now to fourfcore millions., To
difcover how this great change
m our national circumftances
has been brought about is furely
an obje& of reafonable, and may
be fuch of ufeful, curiofity.

’

Kine WiLLiam engaged in a
neceflary war with France as
foon as he came to the throne.
It was neceflary that he thould
maintain the’ revolution he had
made, and affert his right %o
the crown he had acquired by
the beft of all titles, the free
giff
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gift of a people whom he had
delivered from impending de-
ftru&tion, from popery and
flavery. This war might be
thought neceffary too in another,
refpect.

Fron the treaty of Weftpha-
lia, and from the pyrenean, to
the agceflton of king WiLrLiam
to our throne, the power and
ambition of France had grown
up together and were become
exorbitant. No efforts had
been made {ufficient to reduce,
fcarce any fufficient to refift,

1¢ former. No meafures had
en concerted, no preparations
had been made, to difappoint
the Jlatter in that great objed,
‘ X 4 the



-
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the acquifition of the {panith
monarchy to the houfe of Bour-
bon. From ‘the revolution this
alarm was taken, which fthould
have been taken fooner. The
{pirit of our court was changed,
the eyes of our people were
opened, and all men faw how
neceffary it was to preferve, in
concert with the Spaniards, the
fucceflion of their monarchy
to the houfe of Auftria, in-
ftead of fuffering it to fall into
that of Bourbon, which was cx-
cluded from it by the moft fo-
lemn engagements,

QueeEN ANNE came to thy:
throne at, the eve of another
great war, of a war againft

France -
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France and Spain, which her
predeceflor was ready to under-
take, tho he had not a@ually de-
olared it when he ‘died, in or-
der to procure fome reafonable
fatisfadtion to the emperor for
a {ucceflion, which had been then
loft tc his family by his own
fault.

Kine Wirriam, who en-
gaged for fe much more in the
firft grand alliance, would en-
gage for no more than this in the
fecend.  But the private intereft
of her minifters, the intfigues
of her allies, and the rathnefs
of\a party, drew the queen
much further: and it huft be
confetled that a fubferviency to

the
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the court of Vienna, which has

coft us fo dear, began in her
time, not ig king WiLLiam’s,
tho her heart was, what fhe de-
clared it to be, entirely englifh,
and tho he was cenfured, I
think very unjuftly, for too great
regard to foreign interefts and
too little for thofe of Britain.
Tre war king WiLLiam waged
was not very fuccefsful: and
yet, if the emperor would have
confented to fend his {econd
fon _into Spain during the life
of Cuarres the fecond, " king
WiLrLiam would have fucceed:d
in both the objeds of this war.
He had maintained himfelf on
the throne, and -had obliged

France
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France to promife th.. frever e s
not difturb .him % tic poic
fion of it. As w3 the otk
dbjed, no treatics of partitio.
would have been thought ne
ceflary by him in that cafc ; nei-
ther would this nation have had
any thing more to do, when
the fpamfh {ucceflion was open
than to fupport with the con-
currence of that whole nation,
an auftriar® .prince, who was
adually on the fpot with an
auftrian army, and who had
been already declared prefum-
ptive*heir. Thus we might have
had a defenfive war to fnake’
kh great” advantages on our
fide; and the events of the of-
fenﬁvc war, which we were

obliged
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obliged to make afterwards,
fhew {ufhciently *what would
have been the fuccefs of the
other. The councils of Vienna
laid us wantonly, if I may fay
{o, under great difadvantages :
and king WiLriz1 therefore re-
folved, like a wifc prince, to ex-
pofe neither this « untry, nor
his own, to the hard’ tafk of re-
covering the whole {panifh mo-
narchy out of the hands of
PuiLir. He accommodated his
fyftem to the circumftances of
the time; and .aimed at no
mort now, than to force the
' French and Spaniards to cope
into fome compolfition ab]«ut
the auftfian pretenfions, about
trade, about barricers, and-about

effect

-
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effe@ual means to hinder a fu-
ture union of*France and Spain
under one mona'rch.o .

Turs was all that he mean-
ed. Butthey, who delightedin"
war becaufe they hoped to get
immenfely by it, and they, who
amufed themfelves and others
with vain Ipeculations about a
thing very real in itfclf, about a
balance of pdwer, enfnared both
England and Holland into en-
gagements for dethroning Pui-
Lip and fetting up CuarLEs in
his rocm, tho we had acknow-
ledqoed the former, tho the
Celtilians were ftrongly qttached
to him, and tho he was’in quiet

poﬁ‘fﬁon of the fpanifh  do-

minions
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minions in both hemifphetes.
Flattered by groundlefs hopes
of a revolution in favor of his
rival, and fluthed by the firft
fuccefs of our arms, this pre-
.cipitate engagement was #ap-
proved and fupported by us,
notwithftanding the abfurd con-
du& of the erperor, and the
wife referve of king WirLiam ;
both of which fhould have
put us more on ,our guard,
and have made us lefs fan-
guine.

Ir is perhaps worth while to
.make an obfervation in
place, which wa$ made at fhe
time we. fpeak of by Spaniards,
who acknowledged Paivir . the
2 fftk
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fifth in compliance with . the.
will of CuarLEs, the fecond,
and yet were averfe to the in-
fluence and autherity which
France aflumed over them. They
obferved, that CromweLrr had
forced them to give their infanta
to Lewrs the fourteenth, by
joining his arms with thofe of.
France, againft them, and that
we went about to force them,
half a century afterwards, by
a new war, to an abfolute de-
pcndance on France.

Tue court of Vienna, -de-
ﬁrous to acquire the italian do-
mxmons, and too indifferent a-
bout Spain and the We#-Indies,
made ,her profit of our rafh-

nefs.
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nefs. She left the whole weight

of the warc on England and
Holland. She did worfe. She
not only negleed the war by
contributing little or nothing to
it, except the name of Auftria
and the clains of that family ;
the facrificed the fuccefs of the
common caufe, for fo it was
called improperly enough by
her, whenever any little inferior
intereft, that feemed to'be hers
more immediately, came in the
way: by which fhe not only pro-
longed the war, but increafed
the <annual expence of it to
+England and Holland, - without
taking any fhare in this expe:)cc
on herfelf that deferves to be
mentioned. .

4 Ex-
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)EXPERIF.NCE was loft upon us,
Our political delirium continued.
It grew in fome fort habitual by
the artifice employed at home,
and by the victories obtained a-
brmd. The war languifhed how-
ever upon the whole, notwith-
ftanding our utmoft efforts; the
welght of Auﬁna grew every year
heavier on us, whilft that of Spain
grew cvery year lighter onFrance ;
the Spaniards were able to defend
themfclves againft us at laft, and
the fuccefs of our enemiesin Spain
made them amends for our vic-
tories in Flanders.

'Tue dethronement of PuiLip
in favor of CuarLes swas be-
come cvidently a chimerical pro-
¥& n ‘the year one thoufand fe-

Y “ven



338 OF THE STATE ’

ven hundred and ten, at the Lig-
eft, and it becamc in the follow-
ing year fo in¢ligible, by the death
of theemperpr Joseru, to whom
his younger brother CuarLEs fuc-
ceeded, that one cannot conceive
the men, who clamored for it,
even then to have been in earn-
eft ; fince theiraim, in that cafe,
muft have been to fet the impe-
‘rial and fpanith crowns on the
fame head, againft the common
intereft of Europe and the fun-
damental principle of the war.

Byt tho we could not con-
-quer Spain by a war, we might
have recuced the exorbitant power
of France by a peace. We might
have ftripped her of that barrier
wherein this exorbitant power

T con-
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coyéifted chiefly ; as every man,
who knew what he meaned when
he talked of this exorBitant power,
muft have intended. , We might
have laid her as open to the incur-
fions of her neighbours, as her
neighbours were to hers 3 as open
as fhe hiad been when a prince
Casuuir, or any other general of
Reitres, could penctrate, without
a fiege, 'and {ometimes without
a battle, into the heart of her
provingcs, )

Bor we would nnt do the lat-
ter, becuufe we could not do the
tormer. We aded like men who
thotight that the exorbitant pow-
cr oi one family could ngt be re-
duced, unlefs a power as exorbi-
tant was raifed in another ; and

Y : who
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who never looked back to pue-

ceding centuries to confider the
ufurpations, the tyranny, and the
bigotry that, the houfe of Auftria
had exercifed in the fulnefs of her
power, and would exercife again
if the was ever rcftored to the
famc.

We were dlfappomtcd in our
great political views, after two
wars that had laﬁed twenty five
years with a very {hort interval
between them. We had done our
utmoft to dcfeat that {cheme of
ambition France had opencd to
~herfelf, and of danger to all hu'
neighbours, by the pyrenean trca-
ty : ang, tho this danger ai-
fected us lefs than any other na-
tion engaged in the alliance, we

had
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14 exhaufted ourfelves to main-
tain it.

. Wuen king WiLr1am entered,
immediately after the revolution,
on this great {cene of acion,
the unincumbered condition of
this nation, which has been hint-
ed at above, ,was fuch, that he
might have been fupported 1n it,
by good management,.as pro-
fufcly as he was, and even more
effectually, by the revenue then
fubfifting, by a land-tax, by the
excifcon malt, and by fome addi-
tional fubfidies, all of which wduld
have been raifed within the year.
A {cheme of* this kind was pre-
pared and offered. It wds allow-
cd t8 be pradicable: but it was
r¢jected for areafon that appeared

Y3.. plau-
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plaufible in political refinenfént,

and has proved moft pernicious
in it’s confequences. It was faid
that a new government, efta-
blifhed againft the antient prin-
ciples, and actual engagements of
many, could not be {o effeétually
fecured any way, as it would be
if the private fortuncs of great
numbers were made to- depend
on the prefervation of it; and
that this could not‘be donc un-
lefs they were induced to lend
their money to the public, and
to accept {ecurities under the pre-
fent eftablithment. Thus the me-
thod of funding, and the tradt of
ﬁock-Jobblng began. Thus were
great compames created, the pre-

tended fervants, but in many re-
fpc&s
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Q&ﬂs the real mafters of every
adminiftration,

I po not pretend fo determine
how far the wifdom of our legif-
lature might have provided, at
the beginning of the new war,
againft the growth and {preading
of that cancerous humor, which
had begun to knaw our vitals in
the former. All Tam to obferve
is, that, a moneyed intereft being
firmly cftablilhed by this time,
and fuch numbers being accu-
ftomed to make immenfe profit
at the public expence, there is
no, room to wonder if we pro-.
ceeded on the fame plan during
the reign of queen Anwe. We
did+fo;: and the debts contraéted
“in this war being added to thofe

Y 4 of
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of the former, the whole of dur
debt amounted to little lefs than
fifty millions.

Having'accumulated {o im-
menfe adebt, the queen put an
end to the war. She could not
attempt to alter the fyftem of
it whilft it continued, without
throwing the whole.alliance into
confufion, after fome’of the prin-
cipal allies had declared, on the
death of Josern, that they would
not confent Cuarres fthould be
king of Spain as well as emperor.

Tue intereft of Britain requir-
-ed, no doubt, that we fhoyld
turn our eyes from the continent
to our own ifland, and that wc
fhould improve the opportunity
and the advantages which a peace
gave
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give us. Whatever prcjudices
have been gropagated induftri-
oufly againﬁ that ' of Utrecht,
thus much at leaft iscertain : we
were obliged no longer by treaties
to aflume any other part in the
affairs of the continent, than that
which the immediate intereft of
our own country required. Theop-
portunity and the means of dimi-
nifhing taxes, reviving commerce,
and paymg debts were open to us.

Thuis pacific {cheme ought to
have becn purfued, no doubt, till
we hagd retrieved our affairs, *and
rcepvered our former ftrength in
fome good degree, and till we
were prepared to take any part in
futute .cvents, which our honor
Or intereft might require. Nay,

this



346 OF THE STATE

this {cheme was the more nereé{-
fary to be purfueds; if France
was left too 'powerﬁ'xl, no matter
by whofe fault, as I am ready to
admit that the was ; and if the
two branches of Bourbon were to
be looked upon in this century,
like the two branches of Auftria
in the laft, as infeparable allies,
united by blood and by joint am-
bition. It was the more eafy to
be purfued too, becaufe a long
minority was beginning inFrance,
and many other circumftances of
characters and of fituation, ex-
tremely favorable to it, concur-
redin that court and country:

Tuis' thould have been the
fcheme of our policy ; but un-
happily it was not. The late

king,
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king, as elector of Hanover, had
reafon, no daubt, to defire the
acquifition of Bremen and Ver-
den. Our nation centributed to
it with her money, and forced
it with her arms; tho it was
made in contradiion to the en-
gagements that the crown of
England had taken when king
Wirtniam pave his guaranty to
the treaty of Travendahl: This ac-
quifition became the firft link of
a political chain, by which we
were dragged back into new and
cxpenfive broils, the confequen-
ces whercof we feel at this hour.
]
Wiy the king acqu1red thefe
dutchtes, it bec'une neceﬂﬁiy
rocure the inveftiture of them :
and I will fay, becaufe I can de-
monre,
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monftrate, that thefe inveftitutes
might have 'bccn .procured, and
the emperor flattered with the
acquifition ef Sicily, by meafurges
as effetual, and much more
confiftent with former treaties
and the public tranquillity, than
thofe that were taken. The houfe
of Auftria facrificed, the fuccefs
of the war to the immediate ac-
quifition.of Naples. We facri-
ficed all the advantages of the
peace, to procure her that of Si-
cily in the manner we did pro-
cure it. I have heard it faid,
whilit thefe affairs were in frani-
- aétion, that the treaty of quadru-
ple alliance would complete that
of Utrect. But the event has
thewn, and it was obvicus to
forefee, that onc of thefe treaties

would
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would unravel the fyftem of the
other. If we had maintained
the neutrality. of Mtaly, as we
were obliged to do by treaty,
even indulging the emperor in
the acquifition of Sicily, and
yielging to the houle of Savoy
the eventual fuccefiions which
we ﬁipuhted thould be given ta
Spain ; the intention of thc treaty
of Utrecht wvould have been pre-
ferved, and France by concur-
ring in thete meafures would
have thewn her fincerity in main-
taining the fettlement of Europe.
But when fhe became a party
to the quadruple alliance, the
meancd nothing more than_to
give the fpmlﬂl branch of Bour-
bon an opportunity of rcannex-
mg to that crown the italian do-

minions<
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minions : and we were grofsly
her bubbles wlien we triump hed
that {he entefed into the quadru-
ple alliance, and made a fham war
to oblige PriLIr to accede to it.

As long, then, as there were
hopes of obtaining an extraordi-
nary inveftiture of Bremen and
Verden, we flattcred the emperor
at no fmall expence. As foon
as it becamc apparent that this
inveftiture could be obtained in
no other manncr than it had
becn granted formerly, we in-
fulted him. We imputed to him
defigns, he has conftanty dif-
owned, and we have, never prov-
ed; after which we complained
of his ingratitude, we threaten-
ed war, and we prepared for it

by
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by maintaining, with great pro-
fufion, a ftanding akmy of Hef~
fians in Germany. ' The fame
men, who complained fo lately
that France had been left too
powerful by the treaty of Utrecht,
and that great danger would
arife from her clofe conne&ion
with Spain, c.omplaiued now of
the too great power of the houfe
of Auftria, and of the . danger
that would arife from a good un-
derftanding between the emperor
and king Puirie. In thort, our
politics were not only variable,
but incomprehenfible to every
man,who knew the ftate and in-
tereft of Great Britain, but was
not fo well apprifed of the*feveral
turns *of intereft which were to
be fervéd abroad.

Wirn-
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WHEN our minifters had ence
departed from‘ the ftraight line of
britith pohcy, the difficulty of
returning te it became cvery year
greater, and the inclination every
year lefs. We continued bufy
and buftling in every court of Eu-
rope. We negotiated againt the
emperor in concert, with France,
and gave her thereby the means
of regaining more of that credit
and influence in.the empire,
which fhe had formerly had,
than fhe could have acquired
without our afliftance. We con-
trived to make peace abroad al-
moft as chargeable to us as war.
Ahufes of every kind were {uffer-
ed at home. Trade was neither

eafcd nor encouraged; and the
- ord-
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gradual payment.jof our debt
Wwas utterly negleécd by a mini-
fter rather defirout to keep his
country under this oppreflion,
than ignorant of the mcans to
deliver her from it. Whilft we
a&ted in this manner, France
grew frugal, fhe made the debts
the could not pay fit more lightly
on her, {hé raifed her credit,
and fhe extended her commerce.
Inthort, her ftrength increafed,
and ours diminithed. Wec werc
reduced to a ftate of weaknefs
we had never felt before; and
this very weaknefs was urged as
a geafon for bearing tamely the
lofles our merchants fuflained,
and all the affronts our govern-
ment received, left we thould be
«drawa into a war by ufing repri-

{ VA fals,
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fals, the comvon nght of naw
tions. :

© As tameas we were, the info-\
lence of the- Spaniards, the rea-
fonable impatience of our mer-
chants, and this very tamenefs of
our government, made a fea-war
unavoidable, juft before the
death of the emperor CHARLES
the fixth ; 5 which event brought
the prmelpal powers of Europe
into the field, fet the whole con-
tinent in a flame, and formed
one of thofe conjunétures, where-
inour honor and intereft may
oblige us to take a part, and for
‘which therefore we ﬂ1ould alwdys

e ﬁ"epqrcd

WEe were in no degree fo pre-
pared, after fix or feven-.and.
. twehty
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twenty years of pepce: and yet
when we took a part, we took
the moft lavifh and khe moft im-
politic that we could take. It
wasa miferable part by fea at firft,
and through the whole courfe of
the war by land. I fhall recall
neither what we did, nor what
we negle&ed to do; and I wifh,
for the hopor of my country,
that the whole may be buried in
oblivion. Thus much only it is
to my purpof€ to obferve. Firft,
that our councils feemed to be
the echoes of thofe free-booters,
Trenck and MenTzEL, who
talked ‘of nothing lefs than con-
quering the two Alfatias and the,
three . bithoprics, and of laying
ChamEagne waite, whilft all our
oﬂ‘ex}f(ve projeéts on the Rhine

Z 2 were
-
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were daily' di\ appointed : and fe-
condly, that we declined all over-
tures of peade, .when the feat of
the war was transferred, with
great advantage to France, from
Germany to the Netherlands,
where we refolved to wage it
whether the Dutch would or no,
and where we were beat on every
fpot on which my lord Marvzo-
xouGH had conquered.

Every defeat in this war, like
every triumph in the laft, became
a reafon for continuing it: and
this ;nanagement, when noavow-
able reafon conld be given for it,
_ gave fulpicious and  refining per-
{ons ocaafion to throw out a great
deal of {lander : for fuch, I hope,
it was. In fhort, whatever the

re){ty
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reafpns were, we dontinued this
1naufp1uous war {g long, and we
puthed it fo far Jbeyond our
ftrength, that we were within a
few months of bankruptcy, when
the French granted us, miracu-
loufly, the fame terms that they
would have granted two or three
years before; and when thev
might have' marched without
much trouble or oppofition, after
taking Macfjricht, into the heart
of the Seven Provinces : for our
laft refource, a mufcovite army,
was too far off to have enabled
ours to make a ftand. .

L 3

By making the war in the Low.
Countries almoft wholly at our
own ¢xpence, and without any
“proffet of fuccefs, we meaned to

Z3 cayfe
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caufe fuch 4 diverfion to the
forces of Franke, as might leave
Germany nothing to fear on the
Rhine, and as might give time
and opportunity to the emprefs
queen to drive the French and
Spaniards out of Lombardy. We
{acrificed ourfelves for thefe pur-
pofes: butin this war, as in the
laft, the court of Vienna® facri-
ficed nothing. From the time
the French had been obliged,
morc by the ficknefs of their
troops and the ill condué of their
genegals, than by the force of her
arms, to abandon Germany, the
“emprefs gueen feemed to make
~wag juft as it fuited *her conve-
niency, fo fave all the expence
the could in the Netherlands; to
plunder all fhe could in Italyy and®
feady

——
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f0.make _us pay ghe whole im-
menfe fubfidies which we gave
her for both. b

In the Netherlands we were
outnumbered vaftly by the defi-
ciencies of her quotas: and in
Italy, where we had thrown the
Genoefe into the arms of France
and Spain,. ‘with great and.juft
indignation againft us for the trea-
ty we had made at Worms, and
had, however, obliged them to
{ubmit after the battle of Placen-
tia, we loft the whole advantage
of it by the infatiable avarice and
estreme brutality of the Auftri~
ans. Yet .we continued our ¢f--

- 2

forts on that fide filly and the
{ham fiege of Genoa, for it was
" nooore, and the harmlefs inva-
‘ Z 4 figns
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fions of Provepce and Dauphiny

+ had no other ¥neaning, than to

amufe and ithpofe on usin the

excefs of our,zeal. ‘
Our expences in every part of
this ftrange war, particularly in
the Netherlands, were made
without meafure, becaufe with-
out control ; as they will be foon
convinced who look into the ar-
tillery, forage, hofpital, and other
contingent accounts. The par-
liamentary aids from the year
on¢ thoufand feven hundred
and -forty exclufively, . to the
.year one thoufand feven hundrrd
<nd forty eight inclufively, a-
mount tor fifty five millions five
hundred twenty two thoufand
nine hundred fifty nine poends ‘

G \tf}@ady

-
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fixteen fhillings ang three pence,
and the new debt ¢ (5 have con-
tracted to more than thirty mil-
lions; which are near twenty
millions more of debt than France
has contraéed in the fame time :
a fum that will appear incredible
to future generations, and is fo
almoft to the prefent. There
are threg refleGtions to be made
on this ftate, which muft add to
our aftonithment. Firft, that
the greateflt part of this vaft ex-
pence has been granted on ac-
count of the war, chiefly fince
there remained no reafon for con-
tining it; that is, fince the time
when it was in our power to have-
a peace at leaft as good’ as that
we Iave now obtained; and I
p‘_la,rerfés aera no higher than the
vear

~
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year one thogfand feven: hundred
and forty {fevken inclufively, tho
I might plade it higher, perhaps,
on very goad grounds.  Second-
ly, that the debt contraéted in it
exceeds by much that of king
WiLLiam’s, or that of queen
Annz’s war ; tho both of them
were much longer, and the laft
not only more wpdely fpread,
but carried into countries, the
diftance of which and many other
circumftances increafed every ar-
ticle of our expence extraordina-
rily.  Thirdly, that we have
thrown, by our negotiations and
by the late war, into the hénds
~of the houfe of Bourbon much
more dominion in Italy, than
would have induced the French
atGertruydenberg to haveresalled .
paty
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PuiLie, and to Have given up
Spain and the Indids; which they
were ready to do at thofe confer-
ences, as Buvsand VanDpERDUS-
sEN acquainted the minifters of
theallies, in making one of their
reports to that affembly.

Bap as our condition is, let us
not defpair.* Not to defpair of
the commonwealth, whatever her
condition be, is the principle
of a true patriot, that is, of a
faithful fervant to his prince and
country: and we may find an
example to %his purpofe, which
defdrves to be quoted, in a book
that is in the-hands of moft peqa-
ple, and that, I hope, is'not un-
read*ag court, I mean the duke
of SiLy’s Memoirs. In them

' we
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we find that fenry the fourth
turned his whole application to
every thing,!that might be ufe-
ful or ‘even convenient to his
kingdom,without fuffering things
that happened out of it to pafs
unobferved by him, as foon as
he had put an end to the civil
wars of France, ar” had con-
cluded a peace with o ain at Ver-
vins. Is there a man, either
prince or fubje@®, who can read,
without the moft elevated and the
moft tender fentiments, the lan-
guage he held to Suwry- at this
time, when he thomght himfelf
dving of a great illnefs he had at
Monceaux? My friend!” faid
he, “I’have no fear of death.
¢ You, who have {cen me, expofe
¢ my life fo often, when Dinight
) 1ty
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“ foeafily have kept out of dan-
‘¢ ger, know this ffctter than any
“ man. But I muft confefsthat
1 am unwilling to dic, beforc
«'T have raifed this kmordom to
< the {plendor I have propoft.d
“ to myfelt; and before I have
¢ thewn my people that T love
¢ them like my children, by dif-
« charging  them from a part of
¢t the taxes that have been laid
“on them, and by governing
¢« them with gentlenefs.”

Tur ftate of France was then
even worfc than the ftate of Great
Britain isnow : the debts as hea-
vy, many of the provinces entire-
,ly exhaufted, and none of them
in a condition of bearing any
REw _/(mpoﬁuon. The ftanding

2 revenues
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revenues brought into the king’s
coffers no mdre than thirty mil-
lions, tho #n hundred and fif-
ty - millions . were raifed on the
people; {o great were the abufes
of that government in raifing of
money: and they were not lefs
in the difpenfation of it. The
whole {cheme of the adminiftra-
tion was a fcheme of. fraud, and
all who ferved, cheated the pub-
lic, from the highef} offices down
to theloweft, from the commif-
fioners* of the *eafury down to
the under-farmers and the under-
treafurers.  Sury beheld this
ftate of things, when he cam¢:to
dave the fole fuperintendency of
'aﬂ'airs, ‘with horror., He was

" * Confeilliers dans le confeil des Ngances
3 ity
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ready to defpair: ljt he did not
defpair. Zeal for lsmafter, zeal
for his country, and this very
ftate {feemingly fo defperate, ani-
mated his endeavours : and the
nobleft thought, that ever enter-
ed into the mind of a minifter,
entered ifto his. He refolved
to make, and he made, the re-
formation of. abufes, the reduc-
tion of expences, and a frugal
management, ,the finking fund
for the payment of national debts,
and the fufficient fund for all
the great things he intended to
do, without overcharging the
people.

. .
H: fucceeded in all.® The
peopls were immediately eafed,
trade_wévived, the king’s coffers
WErCa
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were . filled, } a maritime power

was created, knd every thing ne-
ceflary was ¢prepared to put the
nation ‘in a ‘condition of exe-
cuting preat defigns whenever
great conjunctures fhould offer
themfelves. Such was the effe&
of twelve years of wifc #nd honeft
adminiftration : and this effe&®
would have thewed itfelf in great
enterprifes againit the houie of
Auftria, more formjidable in thofe
days than the houfe of Bourbon
has been in'ours, if Henry the
fourth had not been ftabbed by
one of thofe affaflins, into whofe
hands the intereft of this heufe,
and the frenzy of .religion, had
put thedagger more than once.

WHEN
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Wuen we copfider, in thefe
memorials, and in pthers which
are come down to us,, the deplo-
rable condition to which France
was reduced at the end of the
fixteenth century, we feel fome
of that horror which SurLy him-
felf felt ; and are ready to con-
fefs, that the ruin of that king-
dom, bankruptcy, and confu-
fion, mufthave followed, if the
opportunity, which this peaceful
conjunc¢ture gave, had not been
improved irhmediately, and as
wifely, and as vigoroufly as it
was. Shall we not fee our qwn
deplorable condition, and the ne-
ceflary confequences of it, in the
fame light? Shall we aot” bé
much more firongly affe@ted by
them?/ Are we not as near to
' Aa bank-~
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bankruptc.y, as the french na-
tion was at that time, and much
more fo than they are at this
time ? May not confufion follow
it herc, as well as there? And
finally, may not the joint ambi-
tion of two branches of Bourbon,
in fome future conjun&ure, pro-
duce effedts as fatal, and much
more {o to us, if we continue in
our prefent ftate of 1mpotcncc
till fuch a conjunéure happens,
as were to be feared by France,
at the time we fpeak of, irom
the joint ambition of two branch-
es of Auftria? In fhort, wehave
much to apprehend, unlefo we
Jiave the courage and the virtue
to Izrob!: our domeftic wounds to
the bottom, and to apply imme-
diately not palliative, bux. the

.moﬁ.'
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moft {pecific remedi}i’s. ‘If we do
this; inftead of fearing others,
we may become onde more for-
midable ourfelves. But this is
certain, that they, who get firft*
out of a diftrefs common to us
and to our neighbours, will give
the Jaw to the reft.

It may be.faid', that we have
no Surries among us. I fhall
not tzke on. me to determinc
whether we have or no. But I
will venture to fay, after.SvrLy
himfelf, that altho good princes
may be wanting to good mini-
fler¢y; yet good rnlmﬁcrs will ne-
ver be wanting to a prince, who
has difcernment enough*to %ind
thernr, )Nho chufes them for their
fuperior parts, experience, and

Aaz2 ntes
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integrity; and who refolves to
{fupport thent, as Henry' the
fourth fupported SuLry, againft
favorite miftreffes, the cabals of
the court, and the facions of

the fiate.

It may be faid again, that a
king of France has power enough
by the conftitution of that.govern-
ment to fupport a minifter who
checks corruption, ‘ reforms ab-
ufes, and maintains a frugal ma-
nagement of the public revenue,
But it may be afked, how a mi-
niftecr, who fhould undertake
this, could be fupported i a
pevernment like ours, where he
would be fure to have for his
enemics all thofe, who hawe fhar-
ed fo long the public fpoily, or

- . wha
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who hope to fhafe them, and
where thefe enemyes weuld have
the means and opportunices: of
fupplanting him, notwithftand-
ixig the prote&ion of his mafter?
Ianfwer, by the pariamert. IHow
many minifters have there been,
to whom much national mifchief
was imputed juftly, and no one
national gool could be afcribed,
and who were leng fupported by
the favor of, the crown, and by
the concurrence of the two hou
fes, which this favor and their
own management procured them ?
Shall thefe fupports be fufhcient
for-a wicked or 2 weak minifter ;
and thall innocence and ability,
with the fame favor aad Detter
management, be reckoned for
nothing ?. I cannot think fo ill,

A a3 even
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even of the !prefent age, as-de-
generate as it {s. ]t is degenerate
no doubt: But I have heard men
complain of this degeneracy, who
promoted it firft, and fought

their excufe in it afterwards.

Tur delegated power of ami-
‘nifter, under the legal preroga-
tives of the crown, is*fufficient to
carry on a {yftem of reformation
and frugality in <he ordinary
“courfe of things, if the minifter
‘really intends it : and whenever
extraordinary powers are wanting
“for* extraordinary operations, as
they muft be in fuch a ftat® as
~sars, they will be effettual, if
) 'grarited‘; and if refufed, they who
‘refufe them, not the mirifter,
will fuffer by the refufal, and be

anfwer-
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anfwerable to the hation for it.
The moneyed mane may continue
te enjoy a little more revenue by
this refufal : but his fortune will
‘be more precanous, and more
liable to fome future reverfe.
The merchant will continue to
trade, the landed man to plow
and fow, W1thout even a profpeét
of being relievéd from their fer-
vitude, not for the honeft credi-
tors alone, but for ufurers and
Pcoc&—)obbers, for thofe leeches
who fill themfelves continually
with the blood of the nation,
and never ceafe to fuck it. “The
nation in the mean time will be
reduced to -the utmoft poverty :
and it behoves thofe partlcularlv,
who have brought us fo near it,
to fthew that this was not their

Aa 4 ob'jeﬁ.,..
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objec, by concurring zealoufly
with thofe, who have ufed, and
will continue to ufe their beft
endeavours to prevent it.

Tut difficulties we have to
ftruggle with would not be fo
great as they are, notwithftand-
ilg the immenfe profufion to
which the late war gave eccafion
and pretence ; if we did not feel
in this inftance, as we feel in
others, the fatal confequences of
a precedenit adminiftration. The
payment of our debts might have
been eafily provided for in that
‘time: nay, fourteen years, which
ave little more than two thirds of
it, would have been {ufficient to
reduce them to twenty millions.
If this had been done, the me-
mory
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mgry of*the perforl, who was-at
the head of that adminiftration,
and had the fole power of it,
might have deferved honor.

Letr us nourith in ourfelves, -
and cultivate in others, fenti-
ments more elevated than thefe,
and more worthy of the britifh
genius. The' greater our national
diftrefs and danger are, the great-
er thould the efforts be of every
particular man to relicve his
country from one, and thcrcby
to guard it againft the other.
We are in a crifis that muft.turn
either to life or death, and that .
cannot turn to the former unlefs
remedies are applied much ‘more
effe@ual than thofg of mounte-
banks, who find their account in
3 palliating

.
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palliating evil§ and in prblongjng
difcafes. To palliate and to pro-
long would be, in our cafe, to
kill, or to do fomething worfe
than kill, to break our conftitu-
tion entirely, to render an atci-
dental illnefs habitual and incut=
able. .

OnE or two ihil‘lings‘ in the
pound, it is faid, will be leffened
this year upon land,; and what-
ever, 1s wanting for the current
fervice, over and above the two
fhillings that remain,and the malt,
will-be borrowed on the credit of
the finking-fundat three pér cent.
"Che bait w1ll be tempting ; for
fo muft ¢very diminution of taxes
be to thofe gho have crouched
fo long under the weight of fo

4 many.
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many.” But I may venture to fay, |
that it will be na more than a -
‘bait; and that they, who fwal-
low it, will have reafon to repent
of their rathnefs, when they find,
as they will find very probably,
that the natural. effe& of fuch
meafures muft prevent the dif-
charge of any confiderable part
of our debs, except in a term of
years much longer than the pro-
{perity and gven the fafc ety of our
government admits.

- Isav the fafety, as well as the
profperity : and fome refleétions
very }SIaixl and obvious, tho made.
by few, will juftify me for faying
{o. As to the firft, trade g::we us
wealth, wealth gave us power,
and power raifed our ifland to

bey
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be, at one time, a match . for
France. If we defire to return
into the fame flate, we muft re-
turn by the fame fteps which
raifed us to it: and he, who
fhould make a fcheme for the
payment of our debts, without a
principal regard to the improve-
ment of our trade, would make a
very {illy fcheme. But it would
be juft as filly, to make a fcheme
for both in fuch a. manner, as
would render ncither pracicable.

Tue neceflity of diminithing
taxes, in order to improve our
trade, becomes a good reafor,
not for the ftrange purpcfe to
which it'is applied by fome, but
for haftening all the operations ne-

ceffary to fink our debts, in order
th
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to haften that diminution of tax-
es, which will become practicable
when a part of our debt is funk,
and which will facilitate extreme-
ly the difcharge of the reft. The
truth is, that if we defer thefe o-
perations too long, we may be
never able to perform them with
equal advantage, nor, by keep~
ing pace with ourncighbours, to
renew our ftrength as fafty as they
are intent tc renew theirs. Our
neighbours have fuffered by for-
mer wars, and have been exhauft-
ed by thelaft, as well, tho, I ap-
prchend, not fo much, as we.
France, for inftance, hascontract-
cd in the late war no more than
one third of the additional debt
we have contracted in it, as I be-
lieve on very good authority : and
ke
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fhe has been able to affign funds,
which pay the intereft of this
dcbt regularly, and fink yearly a
part of the principal. I am net
fo well apprifed of the aGtual ftate
of Spain. But the treafures of the
Weft Indies are poured into her
daily ; and as fhe has been long
recovered, orrecovering, from her
antient indolence and ignorance,
fhe feems to apply herfelf to the
augmentation of her maritime
force, to theimprovement of her
trade, and even to that of dome-
ftic manufacturcs. In a word,
what has been faid before may
be repeated here: they, who get
fooneft out of the pmfcnt com-
mon diffrefs, will give the law to
others, or beatleaftin a condition

of not receiving it from any one.
As
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As to national fafety, we fhall
dowell to obferve how much the
fyftem, of dominion and power in
Europe is lefs favorable at pre-
fent to our pohtlcal intcrefts and
views, than it was when we un-
dertook to mend it. Spain was
falling, but not fallen into the
hands of France, at the begin-
ning of this century: and tho
the Ipanifh nation, as well as
court, gave their monarc‘hy alter-
wards to a prince of the houfe of
Bourbon, that they might pre-
vent the difmemberment of it}
yet they were averfe cnough, by
long habits of hoftility, toa french
government. Fortune and we
have done fo well at Inft, ‘that
thefe two nations are now clofe-

!y united by intereft and by ha-
bit,.
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bit, and that'Spain is therefore
more than ever eftranged from
us: the proofs of Wthh age not
only recent, but, I fear, actual. ‘

Tur frontier of France has
been the great fupport of herex-
orbitant power, aswifemen fore-
faw fourfcore years ago, when
Lewis the fourteenth began to
raife that wall of brafs which
reaches from the Alps to theO-
cean, thatit would become. This
frontier is now more compact
than ever by the acquifition of
Lorain. 'The branches of the
houfe of Bourbon have "taken
toot in Italy as well .as in Spam.
France Has learned by experience
to raifc and to maintain -her.cre-
dit, and to extend her commerce,

far
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for the proteéhon rand fupport
whereof fhe feems jnore attentive
than everto increafe,her ftrength
by fea: aftrength fhe will always
exert with great adVantage over
us in fome refpedts, I mean in
thofe of order, frugal manage-
ment, and firi¢ difcipline.

Tue whele empire, except
Bavariasand'Cologn, was attached
to us by inclination, as well as
intereft, in the war which began
with this century. It is much
otherwifenow : and we may fay,
I fear, too truly, that the influ-
ence of France in Germany is
little inferior to what it was

whilft the league of the Rhme
fubﬁﬂed

Bb THE
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Tue dutchtommonwealth, our
beft ally, and {n fome fort a bar-
rier to Great Britain, is in a ftate
of diffolution; and has not, ei-
ther without, or within herfelf,
thofe means of recovery by con-
jun&ture and by character, that
the has had on feveral occafions
from the time her government
was firft formed. )

Twis ‘fhort ftate may ferve to
thew how difficult it will be, till
we have paid a good part of our
debt, and reftored our country in
fome meafure to her former wealth
and power, to maintain the digni-
ty of Great Britain, to make her
refpetted-abroad, and fecure from
injuries, or even affronts, on.the
part of her neighbours. This

may
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may appear eafy, for aught I
know, to fome men. But, fure I*
am, it would appear difficult to
BurLeicH and WarsiNGHAM, if
they were to rife from the dead ;
notwithftanding the fuccefs they
had in queen EL1zaBeTH'S reign
by doing much at little expence,
and by employing management
much moret than force.

Tusse refletions, and fuch as
they fuggeft naturally to the
mind, make it evident, that the
future profperity and fafety of
this country depend on the'fpee-
dy diminution of our national’
debts. Nothing elfe can {equre us
effectually agamf’c contingent e-
vents that may be of fatal confe-
quence to both. Recent expe-

Bb2 riencg.-
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-rience has ﬂ;ewn how unfit-we
are become intevery refpe&, ex-
cept the coutage of our common
feamen and {oldiers, to engage in
war. We fhall nct therefore, 1
fuppofe, provokeit eafily, orfoon.
But war may be brought upon us,
tho we fhould not provoke it,
nor go to the continent to feek it.
Nay, we may be reduced to the
melancholly dilemma of increaf-
ing our annual expence to affert
our rights, to prote our trade,
and to maintain our dignity; or
of fitting tamely down and facri-
ficing them all. I think, nay T
hope, that we thould not do the
Jaft: and yet we ‘fhould have
much gfeater difficulties to ftrug-
gle with in our prefent fituation,
than we had in the former, great
' as
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as they were, if we attempgeff to-
do what was then fo thamefully -
negle¢ted. We camnot increafe
our expences now, nor fhall we
be able to do-{o till fome part of
our national decbt be dlfchargcd
without mortgaging on the re-
mainder of the finking fund;
which would foon take away all
hope of ever paying any part of
this debt, and leave us nothing to
mortgage but our land and our
malt: whereas if a confiderable
part of this debt was difcharged
betore any new war broke out,
or we were reduced to any fuch
difemma as I have meéntioned,
we {hould find ourfelvcs, whilft
it lafted, in a much better condi-
tioft of defence or offence, and
we might be able, as foon asit

Bbj waz.:
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was over, to refume the fame o-
' perations, and o proceed in our
great domefti¢ concern.

THesk confiderations will have
great weight with men, who are
able to combine all that is to be
combined on fuch an important
occafion, and, by rcfleting on
the paft, and by obferving the
prefent, to judge of the future.
The only effectual, and therefore
neceffary, remedies may appear
violent, even to them: but they
will confider, and every man
ought to confider, that if we
‘cannot bear our diftemper, and
will nat bear our cure, the politi-
cal body muft perith. This mi-
ferable ftate will creaie juftly ‘the

1nd1gnat10n of mankind. But this
- . indi-~
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indignation fhould’ turn agganﬁ
thofe who have byought us inta
it, not agamf’c thofe who would
deliver us from it. This is the
languarre of reafon dictated by
public{pirit: but private intereft
and narrow views will di¢tate an-
other.

Tug moneyed men will com-
plain loudly that they are expofed
to perpetualreductions of intereft,
which have ferved to no other
purpofe, than to nourith the pro-
fufion of fucceflive adminiftrati-
ons : and, if this was to eonti-
nue, their complaints would be.
juft, and the hardfhips impofed
upon them intolerablt, "It is,
therefore, jhft that neither they
fhould conient to this new reduc-

Bbg '~ tion,
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tion: of intereft, which may be
called a new tax upon them, nor
the landed men to the continu-
ance of that old and heavy tax qn
land, unlefs they have the utmoft
{ecurity that the whole fhall be
applied to it’s proper ufe. There
will be ftill complaints; and we
fhall hear the melancholly con-
dition, to which thewidow and
the orphan, whofe fmall but fole
fortunes are in the funds, will be
reduced, moft pathetically dif-
played. Theanfwer will be, how-
ever, obvious.  If the widow and
the orphan, who have their eftates
inmoney, fuffer by the reduction
of intereft; the widow and the
orphan, who have their eftates in
land, will fuffer by the continu-
ance of the tax upon it: and both

ong
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oneand the other muft take yh{elr
fhare in the common calamity of
their country. J

BuT thetruthis, that the fee-
ble voice of the widow and the
orphan will be little heard. The
great din will be raifed by ftock-
jobbers and ufurers, by the prm—
cipal menin our great companies,
who, born to ferve and to obey,
have been bsed to command even
government itfelf. Thefe men
will rozr aloud, and endeavour,
by filent intrigue, as well as by
noife, #o obitruct every meafure
that tends to emancipate govern-
ment out of their hands, to make
the exchequer, what it ‘ought to
be, the greagipring of publiccre-
dit, and the great fcenc of all

trapf-
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tranraGtions relative to public re-
ceipts and payments.

¢

LeT thefe, men learn therefore
to fubmit, and to reafon, as old
Bareman did, when the reduc-
tion of intcreft was agreed to in
the year one thoufand feven hun-
dred and feventeen. He told my
lord StanHoOPE, he was glad this
refolution had been taken; be-
caufe, tho his interefb diminifhed,
he fhould think his principal more
fecure than ever. On the whole,
complaints from this quarter will
make little impreflion on a mi-
nifter, who knows, that tho fuch
men have been employed whilft
new debts were to be contracted
every year, and the {public, ‘like

an extravagant fpendthrift, was
. obliged
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obliged to deal with ufurerfy'én
their own terms ;,yet they are
not to be confulted» when debts
are to be paid, and the public to
be taken out,of their hands; ;
who knows, in fhort, that - his
arms are longer than theirs, and
makes them feel that he will keep,
or not keep, meafures with them
according to their beliaviour ;
who purfues fteddily the wife and
honeft defign of rendéring his
own and every future admini-
ftration independent of them.

Mucu oppofition will arife
from two other quarters, the
country and the court ; in which
I thould appre chend that the’leaft
plaufible might be the moft fuc-

cefsful.
Tyge
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: \'\THE landed man will think it
hard, that he is not fuffered to
enjoy a little eafe after having
borne the burden and heat of the
day during a long courfe of ex-
penfive peace and of ruinous war.
All that can be faid, to perfuade
him that an immediate diminu-
tion of the land-tax is contrary
to his intereft, will - pafs.for de-
ception and paradox. He will
be apt to reafon like his country
tenants, who are always fright-
ened at an immediate expence,’
tho remote and yet great profit
must be the certain confequence .
ofit. Let fuch a man look back
then, and take his lefflon from
what is'paft.” He will find that,
whilft he winked a{ profufion be-
caufe he was flattered by abate-
ments
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ments on the land-tax, g;ﬁﬁts
were contracted that have coft
him much more, than the con-
tipuance of that tax ,would have
coft him. If we look back to
the firft ten years of his prefent
majefty’s reign, we fhall find this
very remarkably verified. Letthe
fame man, after he has looked
back, look- forward again. He
will fee, thatas any diminution
of the land-tax to be fupplied out
of the produce of the finking
fund, cr by borrowing cven at
three per cent. on the credit of
it, muft prevent, or retard, which
may be equivalent to preventing,
the difcharge of any conﬁderable
part of our debt ; fo he will con-
tinue expof@d to have the whole
tax laid aneW, on the firft occa-

I feon,
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fich either "real or pretendeci.
He may find himfelf, after a little
refpite, under the load of the
fame tax, and of an increafed
debt: and this may be all he will
get by refufing to bear a little
longer, for his own fake, and for
an important object, what he has
borne feveral years for the fake of
others, and for the fu upport of a
moft unfuccefsful war; for fuch
it may be reckoned, after the
French were beat at Dettinghen.

ON the other fide, if he is wife
endagh to defire that the four
{hillings in the pound be conti-
nued for a few years, he will
have his fhare in the common
benefits of dlmm.()fhmg public
debts, increafing public credit,

improv-
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improving trade, ind reﬁg,nng
national profperity, He may en-
tertain the comfortable hope of
a time, when he, or his pofterity,
will have no peed of confenting
to any tax at all on land in time
of peace ; fince the annual pro-
duce of other funds will be fooner
or later, in this method, fufficient
to defray the®annual expence of
the government. He may acquire
an advantage, that will make him
ample amends for what it coft
ham. Such of the taxes, whe-
ther of excife or of cuftoms, as
bear hardeft on the poor labdrers
and on' our own manufaé’curcs,
may be reduced, gradually

leaft, withoyt any confiderable
interruption § the operations ne-
ceflary to di hargc our national

2 debe:
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'déﬁ: and tho he is little accu-
ftomed to think himfelf as much
affeted by other taxes, as he is
by the land-tax, he w1ll foon
perceive, that a favmg on’every
thing he eats, drinks, or wears,
is a lafting and a large repayment
of what this tax took from him
whillt he confented to continue
it. He will find hifnfelf a gainer,
not only by what he faves in his
expences, but by the improve-
ment of his eftate; for the whole
fyftem of national wealth agd
profperity are intimately con-
ne&ed.

Tue courtier will complain
loudly,‘authoritatively, and pom-
poufly, that any {etrenchments
on our annual expinces may do

more
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snore hurt, than the favine: can
do good. But Lbelieve 1t not*
hard to fhew, that three fhil-
lings, or three fhillings and fix-
pence in the pound on land,
leaving the reft of the four fhil-
lings to go to the finking fund,
would be more than fufhcient to
anfwer all necc{Tary expences in
time of pc"tce Wile men are
able to do a great deal with a lit-
tle: every knave or fool is ready
to do a little with a great dcal,
"Fhe former know that good po-
licy confifts in obferving two
forts of oeconamy, the greater
and the lefs : to proportion, by' -
the firft, our expences to our cir-
cumftances and to thofé of our
ncighbours, knd to do it with the
utmoft frugplity that thefe cir-
Cc cumftanges
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cu ces tombined together
will 4dmit : to controll, by the
fecond, in the moft ftri¢t and
regular manner, the difpenfation
of the public treafure from the
higheft down to the loweft of-
fices of the ftate. It is of the ut-
moft importance, at this time
efpecially, that both thefe kinds
of oeconomy be pratifed. Our
well-being, even our fecurity de-
pends upon them.  If we do not
pay our debts, we muft fink un-
der the load of them: and if we
go about to pay them, without
pradifing thefe two forts of oeco-
nomy, the ridiculous figure,
which I have feen in a dutch
print,'of 4 man toilingr and {weat-
ing to cord a rope off hay, whilft

an afs bites it off at the other end
as
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as faft as he cords it, will be,our
proper cmblem,

]

.ExTrEME frugality was one of
the mcans employed by the great
minifter who has been quoted a-
bove : and the fuccefs he had, in
fimilar circumf{tances, thould en-
courage the Pra&ice of the fame
frugality ine ours. But he em-
ployed another cxpedient like-
wife, which,is not lefs receflary
here than it was there, nor in our
time than it was in his. The
expedient I mean, is that of re-
forming abufes. , SurLy rendered
this reformation no inconfiderable
fund for the payment of public
debts. Whtther we can do fo,
as effeGtually)as he did, or no, I
determinendt. But thus much

" Cecz el
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is certain: Yuch a reformatio,n'
will\ make a}l. future fervices be
carried on af a cheaper rate for
the public; and faving is often
the fureft why of gaining. Mate-
rials might be collected, not for
a pamphlet, but for a regular
treatife under diftin& heads, con-
cerning the abufes and corrup-
tions which prevail* among us in
cvery part of the public fervice,
mxd concerning the confequences
of them: I know not too whe-
ther fome work of this kind
thould not be undertaken, as in-
vidigus as it may fcem, if no-
thing i done to reform thefe ab-
ulvs, and to extinguith this cor-
rupiioti,e

fnve
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Tuey were crecping forward
long ago: but fince a certain
period, they have advanced with
very large frides.  Frauds were
connived at, perhaps encouraged,
and corruption was propagated
formerly by principal men, who
had, for the moft part, more
ambition than avarice, and who
raifed, by thefe means, a formi-
dable party that might fupport
them in power. But in procels
of time, and in favorable con-
junétures, the contagion rofe
higher, and fpread fhll wider;
principal men bgcame parties to
the greateft frauds; und the high-
eft of thofc pvho governed, and
the loweft o{ thofe who were 0o-
verned, conteibuted, in their de-
grees, to ﬂé uni erfal rapine.

The
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The greateft particular cheat,
wheteof any . example can be
found, was, ] believe, that which
arrears of fubfidies to foreign prin-
ces, and arrears of pay to féreign
troops, gave the opportunityand
the means of exccuting,

I am fenfible, that the repre-
fentation I have maég of the de-
generacy of our age and people,
may give occafion to fay, that
thevery things I have been plcad-
ing for are impracticable. It
will be afked, what expedation
can .be entertained of raifing a
difintercfted pub'lic {pirit among
men, who have no other principle
than that of private iiltcreﬁ, who
are individuals rather than fellow-
citizens, who prey pn one an-

other,
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other, and are, in 2 ftate of civil
foc1ety, much like to Hoezres’s
men in his fuppofed ftate of na-
ture? I muft agree, tho unwil-
lingly, that the enterprife is dif-
ficult. But the more difficult it
is, if nothing lefs can relieve us
from the load of debt we lie un-
der, nor prevent the confequences
of lying under it much longer;
every attempt to raife this {pirit,
and to promote thefe meafures,
cven the weakeft, even mine, is
commendable. The landed men
are the true owners of our politi-
cal veflel : the moneyed mén, as

fuch, are nomore than paffengers

init. Tojthe firft, therefore,
all exhorta!xons to affume this {pi-
rit fhould be addreflfed. It is their
part to fet t}’e example : and when

Cgq - they
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they do fo, they have a right to
- expedt that the paffengers {hould
contribute their proportion to
fave the veflel. If they fhould
prove refradory, they muft be
told that there is a law in behalf
of the public, more facred, and
morc antient too, for it is as an-
tient as political fociety, than all
thofc under the terms of which
they would exempt themfelves
from any reduction of intereft,
and confequently from any re-
imburfement of their principal ;
tho this reduction and this re-
imbutfement be abfolutely necef-
“fary to rcftore the profperity of
the nation, and to »rovide for
her fecurity in the tiean time.
The law I mean, is that which
nature and recafon di¢ate, and

' which
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which declares the prefervation
of the commonvwicalth to be fu-*
perior toall other laws.

" Ir fuch a co-operation of the
Janded and moneyed interefts is
once brought about, the way will
lie ﬁllOOLh before us, and a pro-
{pe of; natlonal profperity at the
cnd o£ it avill open before us
yearly. Even the profpect will
be of great, : 1dvantagc both at
home and abroad. We fhall feel
it in the rifcof our credit, in the
confidence which” our friends,
and in the refpedt which our tne-
mies, Will have for us: a refped
that will be ;iuc juftly to 2 pcople
who exert fo much v1gor in the
midft of {o much diftrefs, and
take cﬂb&ua]lmeaﬁxres to reftore

their
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their national ftrength, agd to
refurne their former dignity, ing
ftead of languithing on, under
impotence and contempt.

Tue man, who is not fired
by fuch eonfiderations as thefe,
muft have no elevation of mind,
no love for his country, noregard
for pofterity, nor the leaft tinc-
ture of that public morality
which diftinguithes 2 good from
a bad citizen. I know that fu-
tility, ignorancg, and every kind
of profligacy are general: but I
know too that they are not uni-
verfaly, and thercforc T do not
defpair. Inallevents, the merit
of preferving our &)untry from
beggary is little inferior to'that
of preferving it from {lavery.

They
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They who engage therefore in fo
good a caufe, and purfue it fted-
dlly in that public fpmt, a revival
of which can alone fave this na-
tion from mifery, from oppref-
fion, and perhaps from confu-
fion, the ufual confequence of
the other two; they will deferve
better, I prefume to fay, the ti-
tle of “ultishi Britannorum, e-
ven if they thould be defeated by
the worft fubje&s of Britain, than
that ufurer BruTus, and that fe-
vere exa&tor of contributions,
Cassius, deferved the title
of ultimi Romanorum, when
they were defedted in another
manner by the worft citizens of
Rome,

ArFTECR
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Artrr all that has been faid
* in thefe papers, and all that might
be faid, coneerning the condu@
of the houfe of Auftria, from the
reign of king Wrrniam to the
prefent time ; it may be proper
to add fomething by way of pre-
caution, and to preventvery falfe
conclufions, that many will be
ready to draw from vk:ry truc pre-
miffes.

It.is notorioufly true, that a
fpirit of bigotry, of tyranny, and
of avarice in the court of Vienna,
maintained long, the troubles in
Hungary, which might have been
appeafed much foongr than they
were. Thus a great snd conftant
diverfion was kept up in favor of

France, even at the time when

3 the
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the two houfes of Auftria and
Bourbon were, ftruggling for that’
great prize, the fpanith fuccef-
fion, till the french. troops took
pofleffion of - Paffau, and the
malecontents of Hungary raifed
contributions in the very fuburbs
of Vienna,

It ?s‘notncriouﬂy true, thatwe

might “have had nothing more
than a defenfive war, -as I have
faid in the foregoing papers, to
make againft France, with an au-
ftrian prince on the throne of
Spain, at the death of CuarLes
the fecond; if the emperor Lro-
roLp would have concurred in
the wife an{{ practicabk fnea-
Jures which king WiLLiam pro-
pofed._

A
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It isnotorioufly true, that we

‘ might have avoided the defeat at
Almanza, afid have fupported
much better the war in Spain 3 if
a predile@ion for acquifitions in
Italy had not dctermined the
councils of Vienna to precipitate
the evacuation of Mantua, where-
in an army of Frenchwaeblock-
ed up after the battle of - -“Trin,
and which was let loofe in this
manner, againft the opinion of
the queen and the ftates general,
time enough to beat us at Al-

manza.

Finarry, for T will defcend into
no more parnculars, it is noto-
rioufly true, that wé might have
taken Toulon, and have carried
the war into the beft provinces of

France,
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Frapce, for which queen Anne
had made, ata vaft expence, ‘all
the neceffary preparations ; if the
Au{’cnans had not detached, in
that very point of time, twelve
* thoufand men on the expedition
to Naples, and if prince Eugene
had not fhewn too vifibly, before
perfong{till alive, that the taking
of Toulon wa$ the lcaft of hisob-

jedts.

Tuzse fads are {fufficient to
thew, how much thc miftaken
policy of the court of Vienna has
over-loaded her allies during ntore
than half a centu:’y, and has de-
feated the great deﬁgn which
thefe allies, ahd Britain in parti-
u&ﬂ:amed on for hér at the
_expen (Tf"mﬁmte blood and

1 treafure.
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treafure. Now there are many
in this kmgdom very ready to
conclude frem thefc fa&s, and
from others of the fame kind po-
fterior to thefe, that our expe-
rience fhould teach us to neglect
.the interefts of the houfe of Au-
ftria, and to be regardlefs of all
that pafles on the continent for
the time to come.* But furcly
fuch conclufions are very talfe.
The principle of ou. condué has
been right, and our manner of
purfuing it alone wrong. It was
our negleé: of the general intereft.
of Europe, from the pyrencan
treaty to the revolution of our
governmpent in oncithoufand fix
hundred and eighty eight, that
gave to France a long oppertu-
nity, and the meinsof raiting an

¢X01~
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exorbitant power, *It" has been
zeal without knowledge, and,a
ftrange {'ubfemcncy to private in-
tercfts, which have " almoft ‘ex-
haufted this country, and defeat-
ed all our endeavours for the
public good, fince that time. This
we may alter. The principle of
policy we cannot, as long as the
divifion \f power and property in
Europe continues the fame. We
"are an ifland indeed : but if a fu-
perior power gives the law to the
continent, I apprehend that it
will give it to us too in fome
‘great degree. * Our forefathers
apprechended, wWjth reafon, the
exorbitant power of the houfe of
Auftria ; and thought that the

ete,nﬁons of MARY queen of
Me, even when fhe

Dd was
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was 3 pri'fon'er, opportunity and
advaritage, as they did no doubt,
to this power todifturb our peace,
and even to invade our ifland.
The exorbifant power of the two
branches of the houfe of Bourbon
give furely in this refpe&, as well
as in others, at leaft the fame
caufe of apprehenfion now. It
is, therefore, plainly our intereft
to maintain the rivalry between
the 'families of Auftria and of
Bourbon ; and for that purpofe
to affift the former on every oc-
cafion arramﬁ the latter, as far
as the common caufe of Europe,
not her privat: ambitien, re-
quires ; and-as far as our national
circinflances may enable us to
meafure out our affiftance ir gy
conjuncture to her., .

\ THursy
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. Tuesk are the meafures and
proportions, 3ccosding to wiich
alone political focieties ought to
upite in alliances, and to aflift
one another. - There isa politi-
cal, as well as a natural,, {elf-
love ;- and the former ought to
be, to every member of a com-
monwealth, the fame determin-
ing p;incfpfe of aéion, where
public intereft is concerned, that
the latter will be to him moft
certainly wherever his private in-
tereft is concerned. I have heard
it often faid of one man, thathe
was a friend or an enemy t& the
houfe "of Auftga; and of ar-
other, that he was a .fricnd or
an enemy to the houfe of Bour-
pe But thefe exprefﬁons pro-
::e%*gfncm from paflion’and

Dd2 jre-
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prepofleflion ; as the fentiments
they impute muft proceed, when-
ever they afe real, from thefe
caufes, or from one which is ftill
worfe, from corruption. A wife
prince, and a wife people, bear
no regard to other ftates, except
that which arifes from the coin-
cidence or repugnancy of their
feveral intcrefts ; and this regard
muft therefore vary, as thefe in-
terefts will do, in the perpetual
fluttuation of human affairs.
Thus queen Er1zaseTs and her
people oppofcd the houfe of Au-
ftria, and fupported the houfe of
Bourbon, in the i} xteenth century.
Thus queen AnNE and "her peo-
ple oppofcd the houfe of Bour-
bon, and fupported the houfe or
Auftria, in the elgnteentn The
\ firft,
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firft, indeed, was dencwith wifer
counfel ; the laﬁ with gregicr
force of arms. B the firft, our
country was enrlched by the
12, it was 1mPovenﬂled

N. B. Thefe confiderations were written
thus far in the year feventeen hundred

and forty nine, but were never fi-
nifhed.

(93]
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A
LETTEK

ADDRESSLD TO
.

ALEXANDER POPE, Efg.

Dzar Sig,

IN CE you have bggun, at
\my rﬁqucﬂ the work which

I Iyive wiilied long that you
would undertake, it is but rea-
fonable that I fubmit to the tafk
you impofe upon me. Themere
compliance with any thing you
defire, is a pleafure to me.. On
the prefent odpafion, however,
this compliancd is a little inter-
efted ; and that I mby nbt affume
jQte merit with you, \than I rc-
ally'eenZ" $gill own that in per-

) forp}ing
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forming this 2@ of friendfhip, for
fuck, you are willing to efteem it, -
the purity of my motive is cor-
rupted by fome regard to my
private utility. In fhort, T fu-
fpec you to be guilty of a very
friendly fraud, and to mean my
{ervice whilft you feem to meau
your own. r
R\ ". ‘o

In leading meto-dilesurfe, as
you have done often, and in pref-
fing me to write, asyou do now,
on certain fubjecs, you may pro-
pofe to draw me back to thofe
trains of thought; which are, a-
bove all others,i worthy to em-
ploy the humah mind: and I
thank you for it. They have
been oftén. interrupted by the,
bufinefs and diffipsiions—<’ the

s world,

(3
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< world, but they were never {o
more grievoudly to me, nor Jefs
ufefully to the’pub"lig,,thén fl'm:c
royal feducion prevailed on me,
to-abandon the quiet and leifure
of the retreat I had chofen a-
broad, and to neglect the exam-
ple of RuriLius, for I might
have irpitated him in this at leaft,
who Qc.d f}p'ther from his coun-
try wheirne was invited home.
You have.bégun your ethic e-
piftles in a mafterly manner. You
have copied no other writer, nor
will you, I think, be copied by
any one. It is ¥ith genius as it
is with bauty ; {here are a thou-
fand pretty things tHat ¢harm a-
. fﬁfuperior genius, - like
fupvigpkenwy, has always fome-

t}}i.ng
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thing particular, fomething that "
’bc!{)'ngs'to itfelf alone. It is al-
ways diftinguithdble, not only
Jrom thofe who have no claim to
cxcellence, but even fromr thofe
who excel, when any fuch there
are.

T anm pleafed, you may be fure,
to find your fatire: an', in the
very beginning .ef thtf “epiftles,
againft the “principal caufe, | for
fuch you know that I think it, of

“all the errors, all the contradicti-
ons, and all the difputes which
have arifen ameng thofe, who
impofe themfelyes on their fellow
creatures for gieat mafters, and
almoft fole proprietors of a gift of
God which is common tp the
whole fpecies. Thi i %, rea

' {fon;
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fon ; a faculty, or rather an aggre-
gate of facultigs, that is befterv-
ed in different degrees; and not
in,the higheft, certainly, on thofe
‘'who make thé higheft pretenfions
to it. Let.your fatire chaftife,
and, if it be poflible, humble that
pride, which is the fruitful pa-
rent of. their vain curiofity and
bold” prefughption ; which ren-
ders thettdogmaticel in the midft
of ignorances and often fceptical
in the mid{t of knowledge. The
man, who is puffed up with this
philofophical pride, whether di-
vine, or theift, or atheift, deferves
no more, to be drefpected, than
one of thofe tr¥ing creéatures,
who are conicious 6% little elfe
niae their animality, \and who
ftyp Js~Tdr 1fust of the attainable

e
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petfééhons of their nature, asthe
other attempts to go beyond

them. Youwill difcover as many

filly affections, as much foppery

and fuglity, as much inconfiften-’
cy and low artifice in onc, as in

the other. Inever met the mad-

woman at Brentford decked out

in'old and new rags, and niice and

fantaftical in the manner of Weat-

ing them, without reﬁec”tmg on

many ‘of the profcund {cholars,

and {ublime philofophers of our

awn, and of former aggcs.

You mav cxpc& fome con-
tradiction, and’ iome obloquy on
the part of thif mern, tho you
will have J&ls to apprehend from
their malice and refentment, tk
a wnter in proﬁ*"‘on Fie S farde

{ubjedts
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\fub;e&s would have. You will
be fafer in the gengralities ofspo-
etry : dand I know your precau-
tion eneugh to know that you
will Tereen yourfelf in theth a-
gainft any direc charge of hete-
rodoxy. But the great clamor of
all will be raifed when vou de-
fcend dower, and let your Mufe
Nofe among the herd of mankind.
Thien witl thofe powers of dull-
nefs, whom syou have ridiculed
into immortality, be called forth
in one united phalanx againjt
you. But whv do I talk of what
may happen > You have expcn
enced. latcly fomething mort than
I progno{ﬁcate l‘oo]‘s and knaw es
thould be modeft at }“@f’t; they
pi9id afk quarter of *men of
if‘ﬁ, amdvirtes : and fo the y do

4 U.xl‘
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till;they grow wup to a mhajority 3
- tillp ﬁrmhtudc of character af~
JJures them Qf the proteéhon of
“the great. But then wice and
folly, fuch as prevail in our ‘coun-
try, corrupt our manners, deform
even focial life, and contribute
to make us ridiculous as well as
miferable, will claim refped for
the fake of.the viciqus and the
foolith. Tt will be ther o long-
er fufficient to fpa,rqperfons ; for
to draw even charaers of imagi-
nation muft become criminal
when the application of them to
thofe of higheft rank, and great--
eft power cannot fail to be made.
You began to liugh at the ridi-
culous taﬁﬂ‘ or the no tafte in
gardenmg and bmldmg, of {gree-
men who are at great expiice,n
. both.
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both. What a clamor was raifed
inftantly? The ngme of TxoN *
" was applied to a noble perfon..
with double malice, to make him¢
ridiculous, and. you, who lived in
friendfhip with him, odious. By
the guthority that employed itfelf
to encourage this clamor, and by
the.induftry ufed to {pread and
port jt,ong would have thought
that yes ‘nad direGed your fatire
in that cpiftle ¢o political fub-
je&s, and had 1nve1ghed againft
thofe who impoverith, difhonor,
and {ell their country, inftead of
making y ourfelfs ihoffenfively nier-
ry at the cxpence of men who
ruin none but themfelves, and
render none but theniflves ridi-
yulgue. What will the' clamor
b@\Su{% how will the fame au-

‘Fe thor'?';y
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thority foment it, when you pro--
eet! to lafh, .in other inftances,
_our want of clegance eveninlux-
ury, and our wild profuﬁon, the
fource of infatiable rapacity, and
almoft univerfal venality?. My
mind forebodes that the time will
come, and who knows how near
it may be? when other powers,
than thofe of Grubﬂsreet, may/be
drawn forth againft “ysa, ‘and
when vice and *olly may be a-
vowedly fheltered behind a power
inftituted for better, and contrary
purpofes ; for the punithment of
one, and for the rbform'mon of

both. p
. 4 :
Bur, /]ﬂmu er this may be,
urfue Four rtafk undauntedlv
and, whilft fo many .others on-

vert the nobleft’ unploymen?’a of
; . human
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Jiuman fociety into.fordid trades;
let'the generous Mufe refifne her
antient dlgmty, re-affert I an-"
tient prerogative, and inftruétand
reform, as well as amufe the
world. Let her give a new turn
to the thoughts of men, raife new
affe®ions in their minds, and de-
termine in another and better

X};ﬁnner th@ paflions of their
rts. Pocts, they fay, were the
ﬁrﬁs'hllofophers and divines, in
every countty.; and in ours, per-
haps, the firft inftitutions of reli-
gion, and civil policy, were ow-
ing to our-dqrds. Their talk
mlght be hard) their merit was
certainly, great. But if theywere
to rife now from the dead, they
would find the fecono tafk, if I
mlﬁake haf, inuch harder than
Eez2 . . the



436 A LETTER'

the hrﬁ and ‘confefs it more ealy
to<deal with ignorance than with
error. When Yocieties are once
eftablithed, “and governments
formed, meh flatter themfelvis
that they proceed 'in cultivating
the firft rudiments of civility, po-
licy, religion, and learning. But
they do not obferve that the pri—-
vate interefts of many, the pre_]h-
dices, affe&ions, and paikon»zof
all, havea large fhare in the v, ork,
and often the largeff. Thefe put
a fort of bias on the mind, whi¢h
makesit decline from the ftraight
courfe; and the further thefe fup-
pofed improvements are carried,
the greater thisdgclinatior grows,
till men lofé fight of primitive
and real pature, and have no o-

ther guide but cuﬁom, a,fecond
ar'd
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and a falfe nature. The ‘gthor

of one is divine wifdom; the °
other, human imagination: and
yet whenever the fecond ftands
in oppofition *to the firft, as it
does moft frequently, the fecond
prevails. From hence it happens
that the moft civilifed nations are
of}cn‘guilty.of injuftice and cru-
\l , whi¢h the leaft civilifed
wotfd abhor; and that many of
the moft abfurd opinions and
do&rines, which have been im-
pofed in the dark ages of igno-
rance, continue to be the opini-
oms, and do@Nines of agcs en-
lightened by philofophy and
learning. IfI \M{s@ philofopher,
fays MoNTa1GNE, I would natu-
ralife art, inftead of artilifing na-
}ue. The cwprefion is add, but
E¢3 te the
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thee ferife’ is good; and what he
recommends would be done, if
the reafons triat have been given
did not ftand'in the way ; if the
felf-intereft of fome men, the
madnefs of others, and the uni-
verfal pride of the human heart,
did not determine them to Prefcr‘
error to truth, and authority to-
reafon. ' ‘

WhaiLsT your Mufe is employ-
.ed to lafh the vicious into repent-
ance, or to laugh the fools of the
age into fhame, and whilft the
rifes fometimes tofthe nobl eft fub-
je&s of philofophical meditation,
I fhall throw, 4 pon paper, for
your fatisfaction, and for my own,
fome part = ‘eaft of what ] have
thought an ; laid formerly on e

laft
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laft of thefe fubjects, ¥ well ds
the refle@tions that they m fug-
geft to me further in writil¥ on
them.  The ftrange fituation I
ath in; and the melancholly ftate
of public affairs take up much
of my time, divide or even diffi-
pate my thoughts, and, which is
v&?{fe,. drag the mix}d down, by
| l‘il.' tual inkerruptions, from a
pm%giwhical tonc or temper, to
the ¥udgery of private and pub-
lic bufinefs. ®* The laft lics neareft
‘my heart; and, fince I am once
more engaged in the fervice of
my country = ag(i;armcd, gagged,
and almoft bourM as Tam, I will
not abahdon it as long as the in-
tegritv, and peré\\cmncc of thofe
who, are under none of thefe dif-
a{lvantnges,_ and with whom I,

' Pea , now
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now ¢ op'erdte, make it reafon-
able fér e to ac the fame part.
Furtner than this’ no thadow of
duty obhges me to go. PLATo
ceafed to act for the common-
wealth when he ceafed to per-
fuade; and Soron laid down his
arms before the public magazine
when PrsisTraTus grew tpo,
ftrong to be oppofed any Ioroe,r
with hopes of fuccefs.

Tso my fituation, and my en-
gagements are fufficiently known
to you, I chufe to mention them
on this occaﬁon, ATt you fhould
_expeét from me “any thmg; more
than I find myfelf able.to per-
form whilft I'gm in them. It
has becn fagid by many, that they
wanted time to make their dlf(

courfes
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courfes thorter: and i be a
good excufe, as ] thin Yy

be often, I lay in my claim to it.
You mutft neither expe& in what
I am ‘about tawrite to you, that
brevity which might be expeted
in letters, or effays ; nor thatex-
a&nefs of method, nor that ful-
{mi\s of the feveral parts, which
they'afle& 8 obferve, who pre-
{urkg\ write philofophical trea-
ufes. ™ The rperit of brevity is re-
Jative to the manner and fiyle,
in which any fubje@ is treated,
as well as to the nature of it : {or
the fame fuﬁjéé\ may be fomec-
times trgated very differently, and
yet very properlyy in both thefc
refpeds.  Should the poet make
{yllogifms in verfe, or purfuc: a
leyg precefstof reafoning in the

didgc-
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j eyle, he would be fure
‘to tige” his reader on the whole,
like LUCRETIUS, tho he reafoned
better than the roman, and put
into fome parts of  his work the
fame poetical fire. Hemay write,
as you have begun to do, on'phi-
]ofophlcal {fubjeds ; but he muft
write in his own chara&er. He
muft contra@, he fnay fhadow,
he has a right to omit whatd %r
will not be caft in the poctlc
mold : and when he cannot in-
ftru®, he may hope to pleafe.
But the philofopher has no fuch
priviieges. He / may contr act
fometimes, he muft nevgr fha-
dow. He muf} be limited by
his matter, left he thould grow
whimfical ; and by the pasts of
it which he underftands beft, 1¢
3 . 7iiC



thefc parts he muft.develop
ly; and he has no right to omit
any thing that may ferve the pur-
pofe of truth, whether it pleafe '
or not.  As it would be difinge-
nuous to facrifice truth to popu-
lazity, {o it is trifling to appeal to
Wie rgaton ang expericnce of man-
ki}%‘f as every philofophical wri-
ter s, or muft be underftood
to do, and thtnto talk, like PLa-
jTo, and his antient and modern
difciples, to the imagination on-
ty. There is no peed however to
banith cloquencc&out of philofo-
phy; add truth and reafon are
no cnemics to. th urity, nor to
thg ornaments of lahguage. But
-as-the want of an exa® determi-
n:mnn of idcas, and of an exact

precifion
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, pl;ec1 Ji\ in the ufe df words, is
inexufable in‘a philofopher, he
muft preferve them, even at the
expence of ‘ftyle.  In fhert, it
feems to me, that the bufinefs of
the philofopher is to dilate, if I
may borrow this word 1iom TuL-
LY, to prefs, ‘to prove, to con-
vince ; and that of the p 't te
hint, to touch his fub e& \/h
thort and {pirited ﬂrokes, to ¥ arm
the affections, and to {peak to
the heart. . \

Tyo 1 feem to ) prepare an apo-
logy l%or prohxw’j even in Wr1t1ng
. effays, I will endeavour not to
be tedious ;¢ a7d this ‘endeavour
may ﬁlcceed ‘he better, perhaps,
by dechmng any over ftri¢t obfex-
vation of method: There are q’*r-
4 ‘ feain
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tain points J ofhat w'hx r%
the FIRST PHILOSOPHYfAYheres
of T fhall never lofe fight:¥but
this will be very cohﬁﬁent with
aYort of cpiftolary licenfe. To
digrefs, and to ramble, are differ-
ent thmgs and he who knows
the countty, through which he
« travels, may venture out of the
mg] road becaufe he is fure of
fir.- é:'lg “his way back to it again,
lhl}t.» the {everal mafters that
mdy arife, even accidentally, be-
ftore me, will have fome thare in
guiding my pen.

IparEnot pro&ufe that the fec-
tions, or members of thefe cffays
will bear that nicdproportion to
one another, and,to the whole,
“Which a fevgre®critic would re-
ﬂu.i.rc.
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wiitréy 4xll F dare 'f,romife you is,
shat foj\ thoughts, in what order
foever they flow,* fhall be com-
municated to you juft as they
pafs through my mind, -juft°as
they ufe to be when we converfe
together on thefe, or any other
fubjeds ; when we fatinter alone,
or, as we have often done, with .
good ArpuTnNoT, and the jot
cofe dean of St. Patrick’s, agving
the mulfiplied fcenes of yotr lit-
tle garden. That theatre is Ia-ge
enough for my ambition. I darg
]
not pretend to inftru& mankind,
and I am not humblc enough to
write to the plfblic for any other
purpofe. Imecan, by writing on
fuch fubjects as Iintend herc, to
make fome <ria1 of my progrefs
in fearch of the moft importaht
tn,}"_‘l_ls,
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truths, and;té maké tfik A
fore a friend, in whom / Thimien
J may confitle! Thefe epiftolary

eITays‘ therefore, will be writ
with as little regard to form, and
with as little referge, asI ufed to
thew ig_the converfations which
have given occafion to them,
When. I maintained the fame opi-
1s, and infifted on the fame
rea;pns in defence of them

/1 mlght feem ftrange to a
‘man not well acquainted with
the world, andin particular with
the philofophicyl and theolegical
tribe, -that {o &Xch precaution
thould Be neceffaty, in the com-
munication of }r thoughts on
any-fubje of the firft philofo-
ahy, which is of common con-

e
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f;ﬁ;‘}fi" ie whole \"ce of man-

nd, ahd wherein 1o one can
have, accordmg to ‘nature and
truth, any feparate interef¥. Yet
foitis. The feparate intercfls we
cannot have py God’s inflituti-
Qns, are created by thofe of man;
and there is no fubyz& on which
men deal more unfalrly with one
another, than this. There a fe-’
parate interefts, to mention xt\]}\.‘fn
in generalonly, of prejudice, fand
of profeflion. By the firft, meén
{ct out in the fearch of truth un-
der the condu& of error, and
work. up their hedtad imagina-
tions often to fuch a dehrlum,
that the mor¢ genius,! *and the
nore «learning’ they have, the
madder they grow. By the fe-

-

cond, they are fworn, as it were,
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to follow al‘lﬁgeir lives thifutheg
rity of fome particul .

¢o which tAnc'luafn.fc' pulo, ad-
¢ haer¥fcunt™;” for_the condi-
tion of their engagement is to
defend certain doérines, and even
mese—fqums of fpeech, without,
examination, or to examine only
in order to defend them. By
both,” they btcome philofophers
as men became chriftians in the
primitive chyrch, or as they de-
tofmined themfelves about dif-
puted do&rines; for fays Hiva-~
RIUs, writing to St. AUsTiN,
““ Your holinefs knows, that*the
“ greataft part o the faithful
¢ embrace, or to embrace
« a do&rine, for reafori bug

[]
* TuLLy.

Ff ¥ the
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i ﬁpreﬁ'mn VS\IB\IC}I the name
d authority of fome body or

« other makes on t'hem ” Whe!
now can a man who feel;fg truth,
for the fake of truth, and is in-.
different where he finds it, expec
from any communicaticit-cf his
thoughts to fuch men as thefe?
He will be much decelve‘d if he’
expedts any thing beiter rhaI; im-
pofition, or altercation.

Few men have, I believe, ctn-
fulted others, both the living and
the dead, with lefs prefumption,
and in a greatey {pirit of docility,
than I have done: and the more
1 have confil d, the lefs have I
«found of th{t inward conviction,
on which amiad, that is not gb- .
folutely implicit, “can reft. . I

thov’ght,
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thought, fof 2 tlme, ( %
muft be my\ fauk, - I diftelft
hlyfelf not’ my teachers, mehn of
the greateﬁ name, antient- and
modern. But-I found at laft,
that it was' fafer to truft myfelf
tham=thssn, and to proceed by
the light of my own underftand-
ing, thanto wander after thefe
ignes’ fatui of philofophy. If I
am able thercfore to tell you eafi-
ly,qnd at the, fame time {o clear-
177'::1!21 diftinétly as to be eafily -
underftood, and fo ftrongly as not
to be eafily refuted;, how I have
thought for myfdf,,l thall be per-

not able to do this) it will be e-
Jgdent. that I note thought

on them enough. Imuft rev1ew
Ff2 © 7y

fuaded «that I h)xﬁhought e-
nough on* thefc:'j s. IfIam
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ons, d1fco and cor-
re&»t‘ny errors.

I HAVE fald that the- fub e&s
I mean, and which will be« the
principal objeés of thefe Effays,
are thofe of the firft phbilofuphy ;
and itis fit, therefore, that I {hould
explain what I under{’cand by the
firft philofophy. Do notimagine
that I underftand what has paf-
.fed commonly under that name,
metaphyfical pneumatics, for k-
ftance, or ont_ology The firftare
converfant about imaginary fub-
ftances, fuch s may, and may
not exift. ‘That there is a God
we can denfiopdtrate ; 'and  altho
we know n hmg of his manner
of beirg, yet\we ack.nowledgr
hxm to be immaterial, becaufe a

thoyiapd



imply the fifongeft contyadi&i
\refult from\the fappofition® that
the Sspreme Being s a fyftem of
ratter. But of any'other fpirits
we neither have, nor can have
any knowledge: and no man
will be inquifitive about {fpiritual
phyﬁognomy, nor go about to
enquire, I helieve, at this time,
as Evobius enquired of St. Au-
sTIN, whether our immaterial
Pé?t, the {oll, does not remain
united, when it forfakes this grofs
terreftrial body, to fome aethe-
rcal body, more fubtil, and nore
fine ; which wayone of the py-

thagorean; and MNatonic whim-
fies : nor be u:ﬁ any concern
ta know, if this be/hot the cafe of
The dead hqw f5uls can be diftin-
Ff3 g}ufhed

to Mr. P Q f 4%53
thoufand a?}:(‘dm.e axd uc;:s-
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ﬁm | thc » {eparation,
st of k DI vEs, for eyample, from

that’ of Lazakus. 'The fecond,.

that is ontology, treats moft fa-
entifically of being _abffraded
from all bemg, “ de ente quate-

“nusens.” It came m fafhion

whilft ArisToTLE Was 1n f’t{hlon,

and has been {fpun into an im-

menfe web out of fcholaftic brain.

But it fhould be, -and- I think it

1s alr eadv, left to rhe acute difci-

ples of Lrisnirz; who dug “far
gold in the ordure of the {chools,
and to other german wits. Let
them darken by tedious defini-
rions, what is/£00 plain to need
any ; or letA em employ their
vocabulary of /o < arbarous}erms to
propagat; an ‘ynintelligible, jar-
bon, whichis fupp ppofed to exprcﬁs

fyeh
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fuch abftragdons asthey cannoe
make, and(according 46" whish¥
however, they prtfume oftén to
control the particular and moft -
cvident truths of ‘experimental
knowledge. Such reputed {cience
defgrxgs no rank in philofophy,
not the laff, and much lefs the firft.

I'ppsirgeyou not to imagine
neither, that I underftand by the
fuft philofophy, even fuch a fci-
ence as my * lord Bacon de-
Acribes, a fcience of gencral ob-
{ervations, and axioms, fuch as do
not belong properly to any parti-
cular ,part of Ycience, but are
common to marX, ‘‘and of an
¢ higler ftage,™ as he exprefles

_himfelf. He co lains, that phi-
* Adwan. of learn. Lib.ii. *
Ffy lofophers



be of « geﬁe’gal and ‘excellent ufe,
" ¢ for the dif¢lofing of nature, and
« the abridgementof art;” tho’
they ¢ draw now and then a
“ bucket of watesout of thawell
“-for fome particular ufe.” I re-
fpe&, no man more, this- great
authority ; but Irefpéét no,autho-
rity enough to fubfcribe, on the
faith of it, to that which appears
to me fantaftical, asifit were real.

Now this fpring-head of ‘fcience
is purely fantaftical, and the fi-
gure conveys a falfe notion tothe
mind, as figurey] employed: licen-

tioufly, are do. Fhe great
author himfelf; éilil‘; thefe axioms,
whjch are to ctaftitute his firfk
phllofophy, obfervations, Such

, they,
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they are prierly ;- ﬂmmf
fome unifc pnnclpl or ufttd

\form 1mpreﬂions of the ﬁune na-
ture, tobe obferved j in Verydxﬂ'eﬁ
ent fiibjocts; ““unacademquenatu-

¢ rae veftigia aut fignacula diver-
““ fe-materiis et fubjectis impref-
¢ {a.” Thefeobfervations, there-
fore, «when they are fufficiently
verified and tell eftablithed, may
be properly applied in difcourfe,
or writing, from one fubje& to
another, ‘But'l apprehend that
when they are fo applied, they
{erve rather to illuftrate a propo-
fition, than to.difclofe nature, or
to abridge art. \Lhey may have
a better foundationy, than fimili-
tudes and comparifons * more
loolely and e {fuperficially
made They mpay compare. reali-,

CICS
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Hes; nm\: ap éarancéh_i things that
beffture his made alikg, not things
that feem wenly to have fome re-.
lation of thks kind in our imagi-
nations. But ftill they are com-
parifons of things diftin&, and
independent. They do net Jead
us to things ; but dﬁﬁgs that are
lead us to make them. He who
poficfles two {ciences, and the
fame will be often ‘true of arts,
may find in certain refpets a fi-
militude betwecn them, becaufe
he pofiefies both. If he did not
poflefs both, he would be led by
neither to the acquifition of* the
other. Such ghfervations are ef-
fects, not megghs of knowledgd ;
and therefore fo fuppofe that any
colle@iop of them can conflitute
a {cience of, an ‘¢ higher ﬂagé:"
2 _ fiom
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‘ori .down td particulars, *is, - Ip:‘!t(
«funt, to fuppéfe Jomething’ very
grouridlefs, and very Tufelefsat beft
to the advancement of know-
ledge. A, pretended {cience of
thig kind muft be barren of know-
ledge, and may be fruitful of er-
ror, as the perfian magic was, if
it proceededon the faint analogy
that may be difcovered between
phyfics, and politics, and dedu-
ced the rules of civil government
from what the profefors of it ob-
{erved of the operations,and works
of nature in’ the material world.
The vgry fpecimyn of their ma-
glc, which my lord Bacow hag
given, would be Tufficient ¢o ju-
tify what is her;/objeél:ed to his

doé’tnne

from whenzﬁwema reafond pn—

LeT
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“ Lex us doncludeythis head by
‘Yettentioning two exarpples among
. others, which he brings to explain -
the better what he means by his’
firft philofophy. The firft is this
axiom *, ¢ If to unequals you
“add cquals, all will be unequal.”
‘This, he fays, is an axiom of ju-
ftice, as well as of mathematics ;
and he afks, whether. there is not
a true coincidence between com-
mutative and diftributive juftice,
and- arithmetical and geometrical
proportion ? But I would afk in
my turn, whether the certainty
that* any arithmetician, or geo-
metrician has of the arithmetical,
er geometri¢ ﬂtruth, -will lead
him fo difcover this coincidence ?
* i inaequalibus addas aequalla, “omtr=
erunt inaequalia.
I.alk
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I afk, whetlier the moﬁ p!'ofmnd
lawyer, who neyer heard ‘pef ¢
+haps  this hmom, would be led
to it by his notions of commu-
tative, and diftributive juftice?
Certainly not. . He who is well
{killed in arithmetic, or geome-
trys and in jurifprudence, may
obferve, perhaps, this uniformity
of nawral- prmcxple or impreffi-
on, becaufe-he is fo fkilled; tho,
to fay the wuth, it be not very
obvious: but he will not have
derived his knowledge of it from
any {pring-head of a firft philo-
fophy, from any fcience of an
¢ higher ftage” Yhan arithmetic,
geometry, and jurisprudence.

/
- The fecond~example is this
axiom,
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mom* « that ‘the | deftruciion
<8 things is prcvehted by the
« reduétion of them to their firft
« pnnc1p1es This rule 1s faid
to hold in religion, in phyfics,
and in politics; and MacuiaveL
is quoted for having eftablifhed
itin the laft of thefe. N ow, tho
this axiom be generally, it'i§ not
univerfally true ; and; tofay no-
thing of phyfics, it will not be
hard to produce, in contradition
to it, examples of religious, and
civil inftitutions, that would have
perithed if they’ had been kept
ftri@ly to their firft principles,
~ and that have Ween fuppofted by
departmg moteor lefs from them.
It may feem juftly matter of

* Interitus rei arcerer per reductionem
ejus ad principia.

wonder,
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wander, that thie.aithor® of thq
Advancement of learnmg fhouiu
efpoufe this* maxnn in rellglon,
and pohtlcs, as well as phyfics, fo
abfolutely, and that he thould
place it as an axiom of his firft
philofophy relatively to the three,
fince he could not do it without
falling into the abufe he con-
demns.fo mhch in his Organum
novum + ; theabufe philofophers
are guilty of when they fuffer the
mind to rife too faft, asitis apt to
do, from particulars to remote,
and general axioms. That the
author of the Political difcour-
fes thould fall nto this abufe, -

* .
*+ —ut intelleCtus a"particularibus ad ax-
iomata remota, et quaﬁ generaliffima,—
faliat? et volet.

is
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nénag 4t all- ﬁrﬁ:nge The {ame
“ihule runs through all his writ-
ings, 'in’ which, among many
wife, and many wicked reflec-
tions, and precepts, he eftablifhes
frequently general maxims, or
rules of condu@, on a few parti-
cular examples, and fometimes
on a fingle example. Upon the
whole matter, one of thefe axioms
communicates no knowledge b
that which we muft, have before
we can know the axiom, and the
other may betray usinto greater-
ror when we' applyit to ufe, and
acion. One is u nproﬁtable, the
other dangerous; and the: philo-
fophy, which admits 'them as
principles of general knowledge,
deferves ill to bereputed philofo-

phy It would have‘been juft as
X ufeful,
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ufeful, and much more fife, to,
admit into this regeptacle of axi-
oms, thofe felf-evident, and ne-
ceflary truths alone, of which we
have an immediate perception,
fince they are not confined toany
fpecial parts of {cience, but are
common to {everal, or to all.
Thus* thele proﬁtable axioms,
What is, is § " The whole is bigger
than a part ; and divers others,
rhight {crve to enlarge the {pring-
kead of a firft philofophy, and be
of excellent ufe in arguing ex
praecognitist praeconceflis,

Ir Jou akk me now, what 1
underftand then by ‘a firft philo-
fophy? my anfwer will be fuch
is 1 fuippofe you already prepated
to receive. F underftand, by a

G g Axr&



466 A\L ETTER

firft philofophy, that which de-

\fei'ves: the firft Place on account

of the dignity, and rimportance

of it’s objects, natural theology

or theifm, and natural religion

or ethics. If we confider the

order of the Iciences in their rife,

and progrefs, the firft place be-
longs to natural philofophy, the
mother of them all, or the trunk
the tree of knowledge, out of*
which, and in proportion to
which, like fo many branches,

they all grow. Thefe branches

{pread wide, and bear even fruits

of different kinds. But the fap
that made them fhoot, and makes
them florifh, . rifes from: the root
through the trunk, and their pro-
duétions are varied according to
the variety of ftrainers through

which
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which it flows. In plain terms,
I fpeak not here of fupernatural,’
or revealed, {¢iente; and there-
fore, 'I fay, that all fcience, if it
be real, muft rife ‘from below,
and from our own level. It can-
not defcend from above, nor from
fuperior fyftems of being and
knowledge. Truth of exiftence
is trith of knowledge, and there-
fore reafon fearches after them in
one of thefe fcenes, where hoth
are to be found together, and
are within our reach; whilit
imagination hopes fondly to find
them in anodther, where beth of
them gre to be found, but furely
not by us. The notices we receive
from without concerning «the be-
ings that furround wus, and.thc
inward conicioufnels we have of
Gga our
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our own, are the foundations, and
“the true criterions too, of all the
knowledge we ‘acquire of body
and of min:d : and body and
mind are objecs alike of natural
philofophy. We afflume common-
ly that they are two diftinct fub-
ftances. Be it fo. They are ftill
united, and blended, as it.were,
rogether, in one hutnan nature:
and all naturcs, united or not, fall
within the province of natural
philofophy. On the hypothefis
indeed that body and foul are two
diftiné {fubftances, one of which
fubfifts airer the diffolution of the
other, certain men, who have tak-
en the whimbical title of meta-
phyficrus, as ii they had fcience
beyond the bounds of nature, or
of nature difeoverable by others,
have
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have taken likewifc to themfelves,
the do&rine of mind ; and, have
left that of Body, under the name
af phyfics, to a fyppofed inferior
order of philofophers. But the
right of thefe ftands good ; for
all the knowledge that can be ac-
quired about mind, or the unex-
tendel fubftance’of the Cartefi-
ans, muft be acquired, like that
about body, or the extended {ub-
ftance, within the bounds of their
province, and by the means they
employ, particular expceriments
and obfervations. N othing can
be truc of mind, any more than
of body, that is repugnant to
thefe ; and an intelle&ual. hypo-
thefis, which is not fupported
by the intelleftual phaenomena,
is agleaft as’ridiculous, as a cor-

Gga . percal
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\poreal i’xypofheﬁs which is rot
fupported by the corporeal phae~

nomena. -

Ir I have faid thus much in
this place concerning natural phi-
lofophy, it has not beea without

good reafon. I confider theology,
and ethics as the firft of {ciences
in pre-eminence of rank. ' But I
confider the conftant contempla-
tion of nature, by which I mean
the whole fyftem of God’s works,
as far as it lies open to us, as the
common {pring of all {ciences,
and even of thefe. What hasbeen
faid, agreeably to this notion,
feems to me evidently true; and
yet metaphyfical divines and Phl-
lofophers proceed ia dire& con-

tradiGtion to it, 'md have there-
by, -
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by, if I'miftake not, bewildered
themfelves, and a great part of’

mankind, ip fuclf inextricaBlela-
b.yrmths of hypothetlcal reafon-
ing, that few men can find their
way back, and none can find it
Jorward into the road of truth.
To dwell long, and on fome
pointsalways, in particular know-
ledge, tires*the patience of thefe
impetuous philofophers,  They
fly to generals. To confider, at
tentively, everi the minuteft phae
nomena of body and mind mor-
tifies their pride Rather than
creep up {lowly, 4 polteriori, to
a little general knowledge, they
{oar at ance as far, and as high,
as imagination can carry them.
From thence they deﬁcnd ngm,,
armed with “fyftems and argu-
G g4 ments
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ments ,3 priori; and, regardlefs
.how thefe agree, or clafh Wlth
the phaenomena of nature, they
impofc thcm on munkmd

It is this manner of philofo-
phifing, this prepofterous methed
of beginning our fearch after
truth out of the bounds of hu-
man knowledge, or -of continu-
ing it beyond them, that has
corrupted natural theology, and
natural religion in all‘ages. They
have been corrupted to {fuch a
degree, that it 1s grown, and
was {o long fince, as neceffary to
plead the caufe of God, if T may
ufe this expreflion after SENEca,
againft the divine, as againft the
atheift; to affert his exiftence a-
gainft the latter, td defend  his

attri-
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atttibutes againft the former, and '
to juftify his providence againft
both.. To Both, a*fincere and
humble theift mightfay very pro-
perly, ¢ I mniake no difference
“ between you en many occafi-
<«‘ons; betaufe it is indifferent ¥
€ whcther you deny, or defamc
« the Suprc;me Being :” nay,
Pruragcn, tho little orthodox
in theology, was not in the

wrong, perhips, when he declar-
cd the laft to be the worlt.

In treating the fubjeds about
which I thall write to you in
thefe lettcrs, or effays, it will be
therefore neceﬂ'ary to diftinguith

.+ Uttum Deum neges an infalnes.

gemginc
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genuine and pure theifm, from
the utinatural, and profane mix-
tures of htman imagination ;
what we can’ know of Gody from
what we cannot know. This is
the more neceffary too, becaule,
whilft true and falfe notions about
God and religion are blended to-
gether in our minds, under one
fpecious name of {cience, the
falfe arc more likely to make
men doubt of the true, as it of-
ten happens, than to perfuade
men that they are true them-
felves. Now in order to this
purpofe, nothing can be more
effcctual than to go to the root of
error,- of that primitive error
which encourages our curipfity,
fuftains our prid‘f:,. fortifies oﬁr.

preju-
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prejudices, and gives pretence to
delufion. This primitive trror
conﬁi’cs in the high opinion we
are apt to entertain of the human
mind, tho it holds, in truth, a
very low rank in the intelle¢tual
fyftem. To cure this error, we
need oply turn our eyes inward,
and contemp}a'te impartially what
pafles there from the infancy to
the maturity of the mind. Thus
it will not be difhcult, and thus
alone it is poflible, to difcover
the true nature of human know-
ledge, how ‘far it extends, show
far it is real, and where, and
hqw it begins to be fantaftical.
Sugh an enquiry, if it cannot

check the prcﬁlmprmn, nor hum-
- ble
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' ble the pride of metaphyficians,
may*ferve to ‘undeceive others.
Locke purfied it. He ground-
ed all he taught on the phaeno-
mena of nature. He appealed
to the experience and conicius
knowledge of every one, and
rendered all he advanced intelli-
gible.  Lrienirz,eonc of the
vaincft, and moft chimerical men
that cver got a name in plnlofo—
phy, and who is often {o unin-
telligible, that no man ought to
believe he underftood himfelf,
cenfured Locke as ‘a fuperficial
philofopher.  What has happen-
ed? The philofophy of one has
forced it’s way into general ap-
probation: that of the other has
carried no conviction, and fcarce
: . any
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any’ information to thofe who
have mlfpent their. time about it.
To {peak thé truth,* tho it may
fetm a paradox, out knowledge
on many fubjé&s, and particu-
larly on thofe which we intend
here, muft~ be fuperficial to be
real. ’lhls is the condition of
humamty We are placed, as it
were, ih an'intelle¢tual twilight,
where we difcover but few things
clearly, and®none entirely, and
yet fee juft enough to tempt us
with the hope of making better
and more difcoveries. Thusdflat-
tered, men pufh their enquiries
on, and may be properly enough
comparcd to Ixron, who ¢ ima-
“ gined he had Juno in his arms

KL whxlﬁ
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« whilft he embraceda cloud*.”

To be contented to . know
things as God has made us ca-
pablg of knowing them, is then
a firft principle neceffary to {fe-
cure us from falling “into error;
and if there is any fubjet upon
which we fhould ke moft on our

guard againft error, it is furely
that which I have called here

the firft philofophy.” God is hid
from us in the majefty of his na-

ture, and the little we difcover of

him, muft be difcovered by the
light that is refle@ted from his
works. Out of this light, there-

fore, .we fhould never go in our

-

* T.ord B.con.
) enqui-
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enquiries and\ reafonings. " about
his nature, his agtributes, .and
the order of Ris providence: and
yet upon thefe {fubjeéts, men de-
part the furtheft from it; nay,
they who depart the furtheft
aré the beft-heard by the bulk of
mankind. The lefs men know,
the *more thgybelieve that they
know. * Belief paffes in their
minds for knowledge : and the
very circumftiinces, which fhould
-beget doubt, produce increafe of
faith. Every glittering appari-~
tion, that is pointed out to them
in the vaft wild of imagination,
paffes for a reality : and the
more dlﬁaht, .the more confufed,
the more mcomprehenﬁb]c' it 1z '
tlfe niore fublme it is €Acemed.
L .-

l.-.\
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He who thould a&empt to fhift -
thefe {cenes of airy vifion, for
thofe of real knowledge, ‘might
exped to be treated with fcorn
and anger, by the whole theolo-
gical and metaphyfical tribe, the
mafters and thc fcholars. Hc
would be defpifed as a plebeian
philofopher, and-adled at*as an
infidel. It would be founded
high, that he debafed human na-
ture, which has a cognation, fo
the reverend and learned do&or
CupwortH calls it, with the
divine; that the foul of man, im-
material and immortal by it’s
nature, was madc to cc;ntcmpl:v.te
higher and nobler objeés, than
this ienfiblc world, and even
than itfelf, fingc it was made to

2 ' con-
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contemplate God, and to be u-'
nited to him.. In fuch clamor as
this, the voide of truth and of rea-
fon wouldbe drowred ; and, with
both of them on. his fide, he
who oppofed it would make
many enemigs, and few converts.
Nay, I am Ftr to think that
fore of thefg, if he made any,
would* fay* to him, as foon as
the gaudy vifions of error were
difpelled, and till they were ac-
cuftomed to the fimplicity of
truth, ¢ Pol me occidiftis.”
Prudence forbids me, therefore,
to write as I think to the world,
whilft*friendfhip forbids me to™
write otherwife to you. * I have
beer* a martyr of faction.in po-
litic§, and have no vecatiort 4o
be fo in philofophy. .
Hh "BuT,
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Bur thereiis adother confide-
ratioff which de&rves more re-
gard, becaufe it is of a pubhc
nature, and becaufe” the: coni-
mon interefts of fociety may
be affe@ted by it. Truth and
falfhood, knowledge~and igno-
Yance, revelations of the Crea-
tor, inventions eof the creature,
di@ates of reafon, fallies of en-
thufiafm, have been blended fo
long together in our fyftems of
theology, that it may be thought
dangerous to feparate them ; left
by attacking {ome parts of thefc
fyftems we fhould: fhake the
'Whole It may be thought that
error, itfelf, deferves /to be re-
fpected on this account, and that
meén, who are deluded for'their

good, fhould be delirded on.

1 Somz
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SOME.bﬁ) reflections as thefe

'it.,,is probable that Prasmus
made when he obferved, in one
of +his letters. to' MELANCTHON,
that PLatd, dreaming of a phi-
lofophical commonwcalth, faw
the impoffibility of governing
the multittdS¥ithout decelvmg
them. “Letfiot chriftians lye,”
fays* this great divine : ¢ but
¢ let it not be thought neither,
¢ that every truth ought to be
¢ thrown out to the vulgar.
“ Non expedit omnem veri-
‘ tatem jprodere vulgo.”] Scar-
voLa and Varro were more
explicit than Erasmus, and morg
reafonable than Prato. - Fhey
held not only that many truths
whre to be. concealed from”the
vulgar, buf that it was expe-
-Hh2 "o diemt

"
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dient the vuléar ﬂzéuld believe
many things that. were falfc.

They diftinguihed at’ the fame
time very rightly, between-the'
regard due to- religions already
eftablithed, and the condu& to
be held in the gftablithment of
them. The ¥reex aflumed,

that men could nut.bg governed
by truth, and ere¢ted on this
principle a' fabulous theology.

The Romans were. niot of the
fame opinion. Varro declared
exprefsly, that if he had been
to frame a new inftitution, he .
would have framed it ¢ ex na-
e turae potius formula.” * But
hey'- both thought that/ thmgs
cvidently falfe might, defetve
an ‘outward refpe@,. when they -
are interwoven inta a fyftem of

igo- *
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gévemment;b This outward re-.
{pe@/ every ‘goed citizet will
thew them' in fuch a cafe, and
they'can claim no more in any.
He will not propepate thefe ere
tors, ‘but h€ will be cautious
how ke ‘pr(sgggzles even truth,

in op,poﬁtioh to'them.

THere has been much noife
made about free thinking ; and
men have beendnimated, in the
contcft, by a {pirit that be-
comes neither the charader of
divines, nor that of good ci-
tizens ; by an arbitrary tyran-
nical fpirit under the mafk'of,
religiou\ zeal, and by a -pre-
fumptuoys, factious {pirtt under
‘thgt of libersy. ?If the firft cofild -
- prevafl, they would eftablith im-

' Hhj “plicit
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plicit belief and blir¢ obedience,

and art inquifition +to maiistain
this abje¢t fervitude. * To affert
antipodes might become once'
.more as heretreal as'arianifm, or
pelagianifm : ard men might be
dragged to the igils of fome holy
office, like Gatitei, for fa‘ymg
they had feen whafé-m fa& they
had feen, and what every one
elfe that pleafed might fee. If
the fecond could prévail, they
would deftroy at once the ge-
neral influence of religion, by
thaking the foundations of it
which education had laid. Thefe
Jare wide extremes. Fs ‘there

no~midd)= path, in Which a
reafonable man and a good ci-
tiZed may diredt h€$ ﬁeps?' I
think there is. .

Every
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*EvERY on has\an undoubted.
right to thifik freely: nay, it’
is thé duty of every, one to do fo,
as far as he has.the neceffary
means, and opportynities.  This
duty too is i,n.rg)cafefo incum=
Bent on him, as 1n thofe that re-
gard what Y.} the firft phi-
lofophy. :I.‘_I}gi who have nei-
ther mcams nor opportunities of
this fort, muft fubmit their o-
pinions to authority : and to
what authority can they refign
_themfelves fo properly, and fo
{afely, as to that of the laws, and
conftitution of their coltry ?
_In géneral nothing can be nrese-
abfurd ¢han to take opinions*
of ‘he &reateﬁ moﬁl’ept, and
fuch as concerrpus the mof} jnz_
ti)ﬁatyzly, on, truft. But there
Hh 4 is
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is no he]p agamﬁ/; it. in many
particular cafes . Thingy the
moft abfurd in {peculatiorr be-
come neceflary in practice. Such’
is the humar conftitution, and
reafon excufes fliom on the ac-
count of this n ceﬂlty - Reafop
does even a litta niore 5 and it
is all fhe can Yo, She gav‘es
the beft direion poﬁ"ble to the
abfurdity.  Thus fhe dire@s
thofe, who muft.b¢lieve becaufe
they cannot know, to believe
in the laws of their coun-
try, and conform thejr opinions
and pl'a&ICC to thofe of their an-
wciiors, to thofe of CoruNca-
‘Nys,, of Scrrio, of Scgevora,
not to thofe of Zeno, of CLe4N-
s, of Curvsyrrys *.

* De nat. deor.

Bu;
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"BuT now {he fame reafon, that
givey/ this direéton to fuch men
as thefe, will.givé a very con-
trary diretion to thofe who
have the means,tnd opports-
nities the othéT™yant. Far from
advifing thefn tg} fubmit to this
mentgl bamtiagg® fhe will ad-
vife them to-emfploy their whole
induftty, ‘to exert the utmoft
freedom of thought, and to reft
on no authbrity but her’s, that
is, their own. She will {peak
4o them in the language of the
Soufys, =2.fet of philofgphers
in Perfia, that travellers Rave
Jquentioned. ¢ Doubt,” {ay
thefe w&{c and hogels free=
thinkers, {¢ is the key of-know-
¢ Igdge. He Wnever doubfs;”
M hevér cgc'immes. He who ne-
! ' % ven
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ver examines, gdjfcovers no-
thing. He who, difcovegs no-
thing, is blind, and will re-
main fo. If you find no. rea~
fon to doubt coencerning the
opinions of yyuz fathers, keep
to them, tl{gy will .be f{uffi-
cient for yey. .XIf you find
any reafon towdoubt concera-
ing them, feek <the-truth
quictly, but take care not to
difturb the . minds of other
men.”’

LeT, us procced agrecably to

thefg “maxims. Let us feek
~truth, but feek it quictly as well
ag freely, Let us not jimag.inc,'
like fome who are cailed free-
«hinkers, thai. yvery man, lvhq
can think and judge for him-

e,
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{elf, as~he I a right to do,
has- t}érefore «a right of {peak-
ing, any more than of aing
according to the full freedom of
his thoughts. *- reedom bew
longs to him’ﬁ!écr;ftional crea-

ture: He'lies ungdbr the reftraint
as a membes’dt Wpciety.
4 HL. =i )5‘: ty

Ir the religion we profefs con-
tained nothing more than ar-
ticles of faith, -and points of doc-
trine clearly rcvealed to us in
she gofpel, we might be obliged
to renounce our naturaN free-
dom of thought in favon of
<his fupernatural authority. But
ﬁnc\ it X notorious .
taln ordet of .1 who call

thehfelyes the chér h ‘have been™
loyed{ofnake and propagate

a the-.
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‘a theologlcal fyflem -of their
own,* which they call cHrifti-
anity, from ‘the days of the a-
poftles, and’ even from ‘thefe
days inclufively ; it is our duty
to examine, 2f4d” analyfe the
whole, that why may d1ﬁ1ngu1{h
what is diviné romxwhat Js hu—
man; adhere the firfk im-
plicitly, and afcribe ‘to the laft
no more authority than the word
of man deferves. -

Such an examination is the
more feceffary to beundertaken
by £very one whois concerned

_Tyr the truth of his rehglon, and.
fortk~ hqnor of chrifti mty,/’be—
caufe the firft L preacher of itYwere

“fo, and Lhcy iho. prcacu 1(‘ il
are not, agreed abov‘tt any® of

3 - #he
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the mdf~important points of
their Hftem ;. beeaufe thecon~
troverfies raifed by thefe men
have banifhed union, peace, and
charity out of thecheiftian world .
and becaufe parts of the
fyftem favout fonuch of fu-
perﬁltlon, a#td erprhufiafm, that
all *the 1 prejydisds of education,
and the whole weight of civil
and ecclefiaftical power can
hardly kcep -them in credit.
Thefe confiderations deferve the
more attention, becaufc nothing
can be mare true, tha what
PruTarcH {aid of old, and

rd Bicox has faid ﬁnce onc,

tha upe 1tion .;md
that ¥ain DUO rﬁ are. prm—
capa)cav.'fcs B( a

INEL-
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1 nErTHER exped-nor defire
to fee any public revifion made
of - the prefent fyftem of chrifti-
anity. I fhould fear an attempt
~to alter thc\{:ﬁaBlifhed rehgion
as much, as,#i€y who have the
moft bigot a#@ment to it, and
for reafons a¥pood-as thelrs, tho
not entirely t {ame I {i)cak
only of the duty of every private
man to examine for himfelf,
which would havt an imme-
diate good effe rclatlvely to-
himf{elf, and mi ht have in time
a gp()d effe&t relauvely to the
_%fbhc, fince it would difpofe
e minds of men to a greater
~imd “}sgnce about theolpgical
difputes, whigh are fhe d grace
~of chriftian¥td and hlave\ been
the p‘lacues of ﬂ:c%‘erTd A ’

1‘\711;7
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W.Irbyoa tell me that pria
V&e udgment 'muft {utmit to
thé eﬁabhi‘hed adthonty of fa-
“thérs and councils ? My an-
fv)er fhall be, that the fathess,
antierft and '%ern in coun-
cil§, and out ©f them, have
ralfeLtha.t u;xrenfc {yftem of

art1ﬁc1a1 thedlogy, by which

genume c.hnfhamty is perverted,
and in which it is loft. Thefe

fathers ar@ fatheérs of the worft
fort, fuch as contrive to keep’
~their children in a perpetual
ftate of infancy, that thqy may
exerc1fe perpetual, and ab¥lute
omlmon over them.. « on
€ agx reg
ednt fpro {i
-oa}"thfur theol
\ﬁASMUS

artlﬁcng/bc-
-

“scaufe’
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.caufe it is in a .muhitude
of irftances conformablé nei-
ther to the feligion’ of nature,
nor to gofpel chriftianity,; but
often repugnant to both, tho
faid to be foptted on> them

I {hall have dgcafior*to men-
tion feveral fi h mftances in
the courfe of thefe, Jittle eﬂ'a}rs

Here I will only oblerve, that
if it be hard to conceive how
any thing {fo abfurd; as the pa-
gan theology ftands rcprefent-
ed by the fathers who wrote.
againf¥ it, and as it.really was,

coglﬂ ever gain credit among
“rational creatures. it is full as,
irard»m-c nceive how.’ the/ar-

tificial « thcwl we [fpeak of
~could ever p}czjnl, ot }on v in
ages of- agnorancc.,(b’:( mn b

¢
-y
[

. N
A.('
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M%htm& Wi &
oF 8t - Agsvvinrwilitecio
%, tfiar” he was afhiimed
'mf&lf'whm he sefuted the
fhiohs ~of the former, and
“Thk wAs d&z@med of mih~
whenn hs eonfidered dhar
fach’ ashfurdities ’wew received,
nddefended. The refletions
raight be vetorted on the faint,
fince he broached, apd defend-
&l toctringd as-unworthy of the
fopreme ‘all-perfadt Being, as
+hofe which the heathen taught
conterning:”their hé‘tmo}?& and
iferior gods. Isit n 1o

y other than that, by |
?;ﬁﬁ &p@*@v&d‘
n n e

d ldctr
udt
ﬁnwlt}'n

fendere, &e.
1i ~ "+ hag
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has created numbers--efi men
for mo purpofe, but to damn
them ? ¢ Quifquis praedefiina-
« tloms dodtrinam invidia lyra-
“ vat,” fays CALVIN, “ aplrte
¢ nuledxut Dceri- Let us iay,
Quifquis pl”!cdef’(matloms do-
&rinam aﬂ’u‘xt blafphemat.”
Let us not impute, fuch cruel
injuftice to the all-pef{cét Being,
Let AustiN, and CaLvin,
‘and all thofe who <each it, be”
anfwerable for it alone. You
may bring fathers and council:
as evidences in the caufe of arti-
ficipa theology : but reafon muft
" bé the judge; anl all I contend
<bowds, ghat fhe ;ﬂmuld&be £ in
the breaft b{ ev} 1y chiiftiar that
—vare appeal td %er t'lbunal
¥ Gavr, Infl Lxh /n @21,

'\

<

Lal

¢

L al

W
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L1, you tcll me that even
ugh 2 privafe gxamination of
3 ‘chriftian {yftem, as I pro-

Yol that every man, who is able
tof makc it; fhould make for
hi fel)f is, unlawful ; and that,
if dny doubts arife in our mmdq
concu’mng «1icligion,  we muft
have i”écourfe tor the {olution
of them to fome .of that holy
order, which was inftituted by
+ God himfelf, and which has
been continued by the impofi-
tion of hands in every ‘chriftian
fociety, from the apoftiks down
to the prefent clergy ? y, an-
Awer* fhall bg fhortly this, it is
Wgua‘nt to\ all the idgps of

vildom ‘and odpg fs ‘to be-

Jiewye- that™ the  ofiiverfal torms
o? falv&tw\? wte know, A ﬁ
» Tiz ¢

-——_
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the means of one osdir of
‘men alone, aud that thcy cqn-~
tinue to be fo even after they
have been publithed to all. k}ﬁ—‘
ticns.  Scme. of your directors
will tcll you, that whilft mea'r
was on carth, the apoﬁles wlere
the church h’lt he was the
bithop of it; that, afterw'ards
the 1dm1fﬁon of metl into this
order was approved, and con-
firmed by vifions and other di-
vine manifeftations; and that
thefe wonderful proofs of God’s,
intcrpofition at the ordinations,
and gonfcerations of prefbyters,
and bxﬁaops uﬁed,q even in the
‘dme gl gr. C YPMIAN, ‘that /s,
mn thc xm\&c e of the third
~£EnLEry. It kg plt «that 2eey
lafted wo, longery yge the- \%\‘5

.
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npr & the church, and for the,
coyvidtion of thofe who do not
futhdiently * reverence the reli-
‘iojus fcciety. It were to be
withed pcrhaps, that fome of
th i;c;crc ts\ of * clc&rlmty were
imprdved enowrh to be pl')u‘ly,
and ufefully 'qulu.d to this pur-
pofe. If we bebeld a fhecinah,
or diviné prefence, like the
flame of a taper, on the heads
oi thofe, wha réccive the im-
pofiton of hands, we might
.belicve that they recyive the
Holy Ghoflt at the ﬁzi&{: time.
But s we have no reafdn to
bd}evc what fuperﬁmom ch-»'
‘Q or Iy meu Nach ==
CYI‘RIAN‘ hlm‘ If ‘..,.rc.port—
ed ,szeu}s, “.a"f they guight
s 3ffablith e proud ,{.ffdmons
[T, i 1i 3

Pt o
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. of the clergy; fo we-hate no
reaforl to believe that ﬁvé nlen
of this ordet have any n orc
of the divine Spirit in our titne,
after they dre ordained, tﬁan
they had befo;e It would fbe
a farce to provoke ]aughfcr* if
there was no fufpu‘lon of pro-
phanation i it, te fec them
gravely lay lmnds on oné ano-
ther, and bid one another re-

ceive the Holy Ghoff. .

VVI you tell me finally, i
opp d}ﬁ'Zou to what has been faid,
and/ that you may ant1c1pate
“what remains to/be faid, thar
?Tynm-anP not only unaulf‘m—
rifed, but q}'ﬁute "unequal with-
‘outsthe affiftdtes of” divine$j to
the taﬂt*\L propofe 2If you d‘w

, I 9.11 ‘.
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I \f_'n‘ make no 'fcruple to tell
yow, ‘in return, that laymen'’
may be, if they plgafe, in every
Yefriedt as fit, and are in one
1mj>ortant rei:pe& more fit, than
dn(snes, tc)\\go through this ex-
amingtiosy Yand* to judge for
themiclves ;upon it. We fay
tiat tite ,{'cripturcc concerning
the dwvine authent.uty of which
all the profeflors of chriftianity
agree, are, the fole criterion of
chnﬁmmty You add tradi-
.tion, concerning whieh there
may be, and thcre is nklch dif-
pute. We have then a vertain
invariable rule, whenever the.
‘ ptures fpe& plainl'y._ When;*
evey they do ﬂ;cak fo, we

. haye- this® cgmfor orvable affurance,
‘ﬁ doflaigles, whlch pd/body

"Tig - un-
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underflands, dre revealed Jo no
bddy, and are therefore lr’l'lpz'p(
per objeds of "human ingpiry.
We know top, that if we ire-
ceive the explanatlo.ns and coln-
mentaries of thefe "Jarl’ faly-
ings from the «clerg,r,»we t.;.;ke
the "greateft part of our reli-
gion from the' word of 'man,
not from the word . of .God.
Tradition indeed, however de-
rived, is not to be totally re-
je@ed ; for, if itewas, how came
the canon of the fcriptures, -
ven of the gofpcls, to be fix-
ed? . How was it ‘conveyed
down to us ! Traditions of ge-
aeral fa&S, and g/neral. pro
fitions™ plairfy and/uniform, q.xay
be of {fome agl;’}}c):xw .and pfe
But ?imgg_tlllaxj, ,g,c»pnca.l o,
-~ ditions:

A )
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ditions, . whofe onglnal autho-
my s unknowp, or juilly fuf-
ph,.rous, and that have acquir-
ed only an appearance of ge-
rahty, and notoricty, bccaufc
t ey htvc\becn frequently, and
boldly «cpeated from age to
age, deferve. no more regard,
than” do@rines evidently added
to the fcrq)turcs, under prctence
of explaining, and comment-
ing thLm,. by men as fallible as
ourfelves. We may receive the
feriptures, and be perkflded of
‘their authenticity on tke faith
of ccclefiaftical tradition ™ but
it feems to e, that we may"
é’c at the ame time, gJ] the'
arnﬁcml F&heohfgy wh;gh has
thele {cripgures

do&ors e he chyelf; with

as
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as much right, as they regélve/
the Old Teftament on thé au-
thority of jewith feribes 47d
dottors, whilft’ they reject -the
oral law, and' all rabinical litg-
rature.

He who examines on fuch
piinciples as thefe, which art
conformable to truth’ and rea-
fon, may lay afide at once the
immenfe volumes of fathers,
and councils, of {choolmen, -ca-
fuifts, ‘ahd controverfial wri-.
ters, which have perplexed the
world’ fo long. Natural reli-
‘gion will be to fych a mdn no
‘lengec intricate 3 frevealtd ryif-
gion wil bkno " longer myﬂe-

rtoug}nor tb word . of ~fiod,
ivacal,. Clearhékiﬁ and p
mﬁo&
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\gxﬁon are two great excellens
cies of hvman laws. ° How
.much more fho?]d we expedt
tg find them in the law of
God ? They have ‘been banithed
;fr\)m ‘thetice by artificial the-
olggy ; ‘dnd he who is defirous
to find them muft banith the

rbfeﬂ'ors -of it from his coun-
c1ls, inftead of confultmg them.
He mutt feek for genuine chri-
ftianity, with- that fimplicity of
fpirit, with which it is taught in
»the gofpel by CHRISA him{elf,
He muft do the very reverfe
of what has been done by the
perfons _you \advife hjm to con-,

-ﬁlh‘

Wov fce that} hav'e {aid.what
%s been’ /Ald cn @ fuppoﬁ-

* tion
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tion, that, however obfcure the-
ology inay be, the chriftian re-
ligion is extrtmely ‘plain, and
requires no great learning, nor’
cep meditation to develope it.
But, if it was not fo plain, if
both thefe were neceflery to de-
velope it, is great learning the
monopoly of the clergy ﬁhcc
the refurre@ion of lettcrs, as
a little learning was before that
acra? Is decp meditdtion, and
juftnefs of reafoning confined
to men f that order by a pe-
culiar and exclufive privilege ?
In fhort, and to afk a queftion
which expericnce «will dccide,
“have *hefc .men, ¥ho boaft that
they are. appomtcd by God £ to
“ bﬁthe interpretess of hh 'fe-
 cret” will, to #prefent Fw.
pei
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€ pérfon, and to anfwer in his

name, as-it %ere, out of the
“ fanétuary *;” have thefe men,
1 fay, been able, in more than
feventeen centuries, to eftablith
an.uniform fyftem of revealed
religgion, " for natural religion
mvar.wantéd their help, among
the civil {acieties of chriftians,
or cven in their own? They
do not feem to ‘have aimed at
this defirable-end. Divided as
they have always beeg:, they
have always ftudied in érder to
believe §, and to take upon truft,
or to find matter of difcourfe,

* CaL JnfLwcg
N3B. I chufe to borrow thek& cxpref
fions from CaLviN, in order to dhew how
mpucly,they afcribe, who are fuppoffd to
afcx;(bc the leaﬂ;,- ro this order.
Bacow’s Eﬁavs

o1
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or to contradi& and confute ;-
but never to confider impartiai-
ly, nor to ufe a fre¢ judgmient.
On the contrary, they who have’
attempted to ufe ‘this freedom
of judgment have been con-
ftantly, and cruelly pcrfécufed
by them. .
).

Tue fuft fleps towards the
cftablithment of artificial the-
ology, which has paficd for
chriftianity ever fince, were en-
thufiaftibal. "They were not he- .
retics alone, who delighted in
wild " allegories, and the pomp-
“ous jargon of myyftery : " they .
=were the orthodox fathcrs, of
the firlt ages; they wera the
difciples of the apoftles, owthe
fcholars of their “gdii¢iples : Ygr
ars dilciples %
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the “truth of which I may ap-
peal to the sepiftles, and” other
writings of thef¢ men that arc
'extetnt to thofe of CrLrmsns,
of IeNaTIUsS, orof IRENAEUS, for
.nftance ; and to thc vifions of
Hirmes," that have fo near a re-

fu‘tﬂanee to the producions of

BuNvyaN. »

Tuc next fteps of the fame
kind wert rhetorical.  They
were made by men whodeclaim-
cd much, and reafoner‘ ill, but
who impefed on the imagina-
tions of others by the heat of
their' own, by their hyper—
.boles, their exaggerationg, thé
acritnony of their ftyle, and their
-viclent invedives. Such were
. the CHRYSP‘;TOMS the Jurowms,

an
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an HILAmus, a Cyrir, and moft
of the fathcrs. ¢

Tue laft of the fteps T fhal!
mention werc logical :  and
thefe were made very. oppor—
tundv, and very advantweodﬂy
for the church, and for art'fi-
cial theology. Abfut\'lity in ?‘pem
culation, and fuperftition in
practice, had been cultivated fo
long, and were become fo grofs,
that m F began to fee through
the veils*that had been throwr -
over them, as ighorant as
.thofe ages were.  Then " the
« {choolmen arofe. I need not dif-
Play their charader, it is enough
known.* This only T will' fay,
that, having - very ' few mite-
rlals of Knowledge: and miubhe
' ﬁ!b‘ .
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{ubtilty . of” Wity staey V',’.}‘Q?_lg?lt
up iyitems of fancy on tie lice-.
tle thev kacw; 2nd invented an
art, by the help) of Arisro-
TLE, mot of cnlarging, but of
puzzling knowledge with ech-
nical terms, with dtﬂﬂltiOIn, di-
ﬁm('hons, “and fyllogifms mere-
ly. Verbai:  they tought vhat
they gould*net cxplain evad-
ed what they couid not anfwer ;
ard he who had the moft 1kill
in this att might put to filence,

when it came mnto gerferal ufe,
the man who was conicioudly
certain that he had truth and rea-
fon on his fidc.

Tur authority of th¢ fchools
Jafted till the refurre@ion of let-

Jters,  But s foon aswreal know-
'Kk " Jedge
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ledge was enlarged,” and the
"condu@ of the underftanding
better underftood, it fell into
contempt. The advocates of
artificial theology have had, fince
that time, a very hard tafk.
They have been obliged to, de-
fend in the light what was’im-
pofed in the dark, _and "t uc-
quire knowledge to juftify igno-
rance. ‘They were drawn to it
with relutancy. But_learning,
that grew up among the laity,
and coﬂgtrovcrﬁes with one ang-..
ther, made this unavoidable,
which was not eligible on the
. principles of ecclefiaftical policy. -
=They have done, with thefe new
arms, all that great parts, «great
pains, arid great zeal could do
under futh difadvantages;* and
4+ v



to Mi. PO P L. 513
we mdy épply to this order,
on this occafion, ¢ 8i Perga-
¢« ma dextra,” etc. But their
“Troy cannot be defended ; ir-
reparable breaches have been
made -in it.  They have im-
‘proved in, lcarming and know-
ledpe : but this improvement has
bt‘m gmcnl and as remarka-
ble at leatt among the laity, as
among the clergy. Befides which,
it muft be owned that the for-
mer have had in this rof fhedt a
fort of indirec OD]E’TVI&Q to the
latter 5 for, whil® hefe men have
fearched into antiquity, haveim-
proved critici{m, and,almoft cx-,
<haufted fubtilty, they have fus”
nifled fo many arms the morc
*to fuch of the others, as do not "
+ fobmit 1mphc1tly to “them, but
Kk :z * exa-
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exanine and judge for them-
fclves. By rcfuting one another
when they differ, they have
madc it no hard matter to re--
fute. them all when they agree :
and, I beclieve, therc are few
books written to propagate, or
defend the received not1ons\ of
artificial theology, whlch nmy
not bc rcfuted by the -books
themfclves. 1 conclude on the
whole, that laymen have, or
need to, have, no want of the
clergy in cxamining and ana-

lyfing the religion thcy profefs.

Bur I, faid that they are in
“one “important refpet more fit
to go through this examination
W 1thout the -help . of divines,
than with it. A layman, who

‘ ' feeks
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feeks the'truth, may fall into
error : but as he can have nq
intereft to dececive himfclf, fo he
has nonc 6f profefiion to bias
his Pprivate .! dnrm»nt aay more
than to engage him to deccive
others.  Now  the clergyman
lie ﬁroxwly under  this influ-
enee in cvery communion. How
indeed fhould it be otherwife?
Theology is become one of thofe
[ciences  which  Senreca  calls
¢« fcientfae in lucrum excuntes:”
and {ciences, like aris, whole
object is gain, arc, in good
Englith, trades.  Such theology
is: and men who could make
no fortune, cxcept the lowefly
in any other, make often the
higheft in this: for the .proof
of wlnch u‘(Tcrtlon I.might pro-

Kkj3 -, duce
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duce fome fignal inftances a-
raong my lords the bifhops. The
confequence has' bekn uniform
for how rcady {oever the tradef
men of one church are to ex-
pofc the falfe wares, that is,
the crrors, and abufcs, of ano--
ther, they never admit that there
arc any in their own: and 'he
who admitted, this, in' fome par-
ticular inftance, would be driven
out of the ecclefiaftical compa-
ny, as a falfe brother, and one
who fpoi‘ed the trade. ‘
Tuus it comes to pafs that
‘new churches may be eftablifth-

~

‘ed by the diffentions, but that_

old ones cannot be reformed by.
the ‘concurrence, of the cler-.
gy.  Thee is no, compofitien .

¢ ' ) K to. .
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to be made’ with, this ordér of

men. He, who does not be-,
lieve all they teach in every com-
mupion, fs reputed ncarly as
criminal, as he who believes no
part of it. He who cannot af-
{fent to the athanafian creed, of
whjch ar'chbi{hop TiLLoTsoN
faid, ‘as I have heard, that he
withed we Ywere well rid, would
receive no better quarter, than
an atheift, from the generality
of thc ‘clcrgy What recourfe
now has a man who cannot be
thus nnphclt ? Some have run
into fcept1c1f m, f{omec into a-
theifm, and, for fear of being,
impofed on by others; have im-s
polgd on themfelves. T he way
to *avoid thefe extremes is . that,
which has "been chalked out in
Kkg4 this
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this introductiofi. We mdy think -
freely, without thinking as li-
centioufly as divies do when
they raife a fyﬂem of imagisa- .
tion on true foundations; or as
fceptics do when they renounce
all knowledge; or as, atheifts’
do when they attempt to demo-
lith the foundations of all re-
ligion, and reject demonftration.
As we think for gurfelves, we
may keep our thoughts to our-
felves, or communicate them
with a ‘due referve, and in fuch
a manner only, -as it may be
done without offending the laws
‘of ‘our country, and difturbing

‘the public peace.
I ‘canvor conclyde my dif-.
courfc on -this occalion better,
‘thanr
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than. by putting *you in mind
of a paffage you quoted to me-
once, with gfeat aPplaufe, from
«a fermon of FosTer, and to
this effec: . « Where myftery
‘ begins, religion ends.” The
apophthegm pleafed me much::
and I was glad to hear fuch a
truth ‘from any pulpit, fince it
fhews-an inclination, at leaf}, to
purify chriftianity from the lca-
ven of arti.ﬁcial rheblogy, which
confifts pr1nc1pally in making
things, that are very plain, my-
fterious ; and-in pretending to
make things, that are impcene-
trably myfterious, very plain.
If you continue ftill of the.fame
mind, I fhall have no ¢xcuie to
-make to ypu for what I °have
. written, 4nd fhall write. Our

opinions
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opinié)ns coincide.  If you have
~changed your mind, think a-
gain, and examine further. You
will find that’ it is the modePc
not the prefumptuous enquirer,
who makes a real, and fafe pro-
grefs in the difcovery_of divine
truths. One follows natyre,
and "nature’s God, that 1s, he
follows God in his Wworks, and
in his word; nor prefumes to
go further, by metaphyfical and
theological commentariés of his
own invention, than the two
texts, if I may wle this cxpref-
fion, carry him very evident-
‘ly.  They who have done o-
‘therwife, and have affeGed to,
difcover, by a fuppofed fcience
derived from traditiop, or taught.
in the fchools, more, ‘than they
“whe
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who have not fuch fcience’ can
difcover, concerning the nature,
phyfical and, fnor’al, of the Su-
preme Being, and concermng the
fecrets of his, providence, have
been either enthufiafts, or knaves,
or elfe of ,that numerous tribe
who rcafon well very often ; but
reafon '1lways on fome arbitrary

fuppoﬁtton’

Muct of, this characer belong-
ed to the hedthen d1v1nes ; and
it is, in all it’s parts, pecuharly
that- of th¢ antient fathers, and
modern do&ors of the chriftian
church. The former had rea-
Jon, but no revelation, to guide
them; and tho reafon bé alwavs
ene, we cannot wonder thatdii-
ferent prej'uai.ces, antl different

tempers
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temf»ers of imagination warp-
ed it in them, on fuch fub-
je&s as thefe, ‘and produced all
the extravagaincies of their the~
ology. The latter had not the
excufe of human frailty to make
in mitigation of their prefump-
tion. On the contrary, the eon-
fideration of this frailty, infcpa-
rable from their nature, .aggra-
vated their prefumption.  They
had a much {yrer criterion, thin
human rcafon; they had di-
vine reafon, -and the word of
God to guide them, and to Ii-
mit their enquiries. How came
they to go beyond this - crite-
rion? Many of the firft preach-
ers wert led into it becaufe, they
preached .or writ before there
was any fuch criterion eftablifh-
3 ' L edy
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ed, in the a;:ceptance of ‘which
they all agreed; becaulc they.
preached or writ, in the ‘mean
«ime, on the faith, of tradition,
and on a confidence that they
were perfons extraordinarily gift-
¢d.  Other reafons fucceeded
thefe. Skill in languages, not
the gift of tongues, fome know-
ledge of the jewifh cabala, and
fome of heathen philofophy, of
PLaTo’s efpecially,® made them
prefume'to comment, and un-
der that pretencé®o enfarge the
fyftem of chriftianity, with as
much licenfe, as they could have
taken if the word of man, in-*
ftead of the word of'God, had.
‘beeny concerned, and they had
‘cothmented | the civily not the
divine law.” | They 4lid - this fo

copioufly,
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copioufly, that, to giver cene
inftance of it, the expofition
of St. MarTHEW’s ,gofpel took
up ninety homehes, and that
of St. Joun’s eighty feven, in
the works of CHrysosTom :
which puts me in mind of a
puritanical parfon *, who, if I
miftake not, for I have never
looked into the folio fince T was
a boy and condemned {ometimes
to read in it, mad= one hun-
dred and nineteen fermons on
the hundred®® and nineteenth

pfalm.

Now all thefe men, both
~heathens and chriftians, appears
ed gigentic forms through the

falfe medmm of 1 1ma.P ination, and

* Dr. MaNTON.

habituil
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habituak pre_]udlf‘t ; but 4vere,

in- truth, as arrant dwarfs i in the
knowledge t6 which they pre-
otended, as you and I and all
the fons of Apam. The for-
mer, however, deferved {ome ex-
cufe; the latter none. The
former made a very ill ufe of
the1r re'lfon, no doubt, when

preﬁ]rne to dogmatile a-
bout the divine nature; Dbut
they decelved no- Body What
they taught, they taught on their
Qwn authority, w]uch every o-
“ther man was at liberty to re-
ceive, or rejed, as he approv-

ed or difapproved thc do&rine.”

-Chriftians, on the other hand;
made a very ill ufe of revela-
oion and 1e.afon both‘ Irfftead
of employmg, the fupt,nor princi-

-‘. _—Tc
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ple to dire& 3nd confing the in<
ferior, they employed it to fanc-
tify all, that wild imagination,
the paflions,, and the interefts
of the ecclefiaftical order’ fug-
gefted. This abufe of reve-
lation was fo {candalous, that
whilft they were building. up
a fyftem of religion, under the
name of chriftianity,.every one,
who fought to fignalife him-
felf in the enterprifg, and they
were multitudes, dragged the
fcriptures to his opinion by dif-
ferent interpretations, paraphra-
fes, comments. Arius and NEs-
TORIUS, both pretended that
they had it on their fides: A-
THANAsIUS and CyriL on theirs.
They rendered the word qof
God fo dubious, tnat it ceafed
1o



tp be ar mtcnon N aud they had
recourfe’ to another, to ooun-.
cils and the ‘detrees of ‘coun-
«ils. He muft be very ignorant
in ecclefiaftical anttqulty, who
does not know by what intrigues
of the coptending fadions, for
fuch they were, and of the worlt
kind, thefe decrees were obtain-
ed: and 7et, an opinion pre-
vailing that the Holy Ghoft,
the fame divine fpirit who dic-
tated the fcriptures, prefided in
thefe affemblies and di@ated their
decrees, their decrees pafled -
for infallible decifions; and fanc-
tified; ‘littde by little, much of
_the fuperflition, thé nonfenfe;
and gven the blafphemy], which
the'fathers taught, and all the u- .
furpations of the church. Thxs

L1 opifiioa
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oPnnon :prevailed; * and 'influefr~
ced the minds of men fo power-
fully, “and fo long, that Eras-
yus, who owns, in one of his
letters, that the writings of Os-
coLampapIus againft tranfub-
ftantiation feemed fufficient to fe-
duce even the ele&, ¢ ut feduci
¢¢ poffe videantur etiam ele@t;”
declares in another, that nothing
hindered him from embracing
the doérine of Orcorameapius,
but the confent of the church
to the other do&rine; ¢ nifi
¢« obftaret confenfus . ecclefiae.”
Thus artificial theology rofe on
* the demolitions, noton the foun-
“dations, of chriftianity ; was in~
corporated into it, and became
a pfincipal part of. it How
much it becomes.a good chri-

" ftian,
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ﬁtan td d‘(’anguxfh ¢hem, - inl his
“private thoughts at leaft, and
how unfit eved tht greateﬁ the
moft moderate, and the leaft am-
bitious of the gcclefiaftical order
are to aflit us in making this
diftinétion,, .I have endeavoured
to {hew you by reafon, and by
example.
It remains then, that we ap-
ply ourfelves to the Ttudy of the
. frft Phllofophy without _any o-
ther guides, than the works, and
the word of God. In natural
religion the clergy are unnecef-
fary, “in revealed they are dan-

- gerous guides.

F'I.NV I'S.
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