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V. A Letter from Mr jamcs Young, F. R. S. to Dr
Edward Tyfon, F. R. 8. cmcm*nmér a Ball, extralt-
ed fromaPerfongwhobad /uﬂe; ed by, .+ 30 years,in which
was a Plumb-ftone,

Plywonth, Sept. 6. 1702
Worthy Sir,

Hen I had laft the Honour to be at a mecting of the

Royal Socicty in Grefbam C silege, there ha; pened

in a difcourfe concerning Plv*mbs,w“rh gave me occe{ion to

tcll you of onc detained in the Guts of 2 Woman above 30

vears, caufing firange and gricvous accidents, tll 1 drew it
out ex Ano.

According to my promifc then, 1 {end you now a more
particular account of that wonde erful cafe and cure than I
could give by meer memory.

Her name is Sarah Swayn, of a thin habit and middle fta-
ture, who when but fix years oid, was firlt afiliced with a
violent pain,‘together with a large hard fwcelling on the
left fide of her iclly, which lafred twelve Lours, and then
went off withont ufe of any Remedy or {enfible evacuation s,
and at the ¢nd of three months returned, lafted and went off
as before.

Scveral years it obferved that Period, and then changed
its intermiffion from 3 months to 3 weeks, and fo continned
till fhe was 35 years old, in which time fhe marticd, and
bore one Child, the pain of which fthe averr’d to be much
lefs than what thefc Paroxifms gavce her.

Daring her pregnancy, her Pains nor Intcrmxﬁinm had ro
alteratxon, and.in her-who'e Life {he foand no Ricr détarb’d
ter but Milk and Sale Meats,
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‘Abatir 5 months betore e was cured, the Pain and 'u-
mour encreafed to the bignels of a mans two Fifts, (he cn-
ccavourcd by wany Remedics to get cafe, but in vain, till
the tormment and watching had {o weakned lier, that (hie
could rotrife out of her Bed nor lic down in it.

In this deplorable condition the was adviled by 2« Wo-
man to take a dofc of Powderd Jalop, what the quantity
was { could not learn, but it opcrated violently, and fud-
denly drovethe paia trom her fule down to the Awvas, where
it refembled a Tenefmus, vin. a conftant and violent inclina-
ticn to {tools without being abic to force off any thing, and
after the bad been thus crucified four days her Urine alfo
ftopr, and two days after that the charitable Neighbours,
who had ali along given her their belt afliftance craved
mine,

I perccived by their report ot the matter, that {omething
oblructed the paflage of hier Excrements, and {con found it
fo by a probe 5 1 then ancinted the paffage with Popelkenm,
and taking hold of the fubfrance with a pair of large For-
ceps, made to extract Stones from the Bladder afier Litho-
tomy, [ drew it forth.

Abundance of Wind and Excrements gifht our, and con-
tinued to flow till her Guts were enpticd or all the mateer,
which had been fo long retaincd 5 atrer v hich T ordered her
an Anadine Clyfter, and a compofirg draught, and ever
fince (being {cveral years) (he continucch well.

The thing extralted was round, fomewhat oblong, ha-
ving cn it fome {uch imprefins, as mens Fingers make on
Wax or Plaifter. It then weizhed 10 Drachms, now fcarce
an Qunce, it was §inches ir ¢ rcumference, and altho it felt
and otherwife appeared a Stone, it {fwam on Water, which
made me fce the infide of it iy cutting it in two with 2 Knife,
externally it was black, arnd {mooth as if varnifht, and no
thicker, which made me betore I had confidered the whelc,
think it the expanded skin of the Plumb indurated 5 next to

this thin blacknefs was a crult of matter like Brick, the thick-
nets
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nefs of an halt Crown, within that appecared a fubftance
refembliug Pafte-board or chewed Paper, and within that
lay a Prune or withered Plumb, with the Stone and Kernel
cut afunder by my Knife.

I have fent it for the R. Socicty to ¢xamin, who T pre-
fumc will think rhat all thofe wonderful accidents, which
fo long moleftzd this poor Woman, were occafioned by this
Plumb fwallowed fo many ycars before 5 but how thoft
different accretions were made to 1t in fuch a place as the In-
teftines ? how it ceafed to torment her at fo many and f{uch
different In ervais 2 where it lurked between thofe Fits, and
how the Painand Tumour obferved fuch exact Periods for
fo many years; at firft every three months, and afterward
every 3 weeks? are queftions Iam not able to refolve.

Many Authors tcll us of various Stones cjztted by Stool, i e,
and of late many of them have been tound to come out of vol 2.4/, 85.
the Gall Bladder through the Cholerick Channels of Jaun- 3%
diced People. I have feentwo {uch bigger than any I have Berth. wel. <.
read of, onc fo big as a Pullets Egg, which came froma¢. 6s.
Lady in the operation of a {trong Cholagogue taken for a
Jaundice that had refitted many other Rem:zdies, the other
as big asa large Nutmeg, driven outby the {fame means from
an aged Man languifhing in the fame diftemper, and bo:h
of them for many days after thofe Stones came off, cva-
cuated great quantities of Choler by Stool, and were freed
of the Difeafe.

That thofe two Stones were generated in the Folliculus
Fellis or ductus Choledochws, no man will doubt who con-
fiders the confequence,and knows that in colour, tafte, weigl ¢
and fbape, they refembled fuch as are found in thofc parts
upon diffection of Jaundiced Bodies. T once faw near an
handful of them taken out of the Gall Bladder of the Por-
tugal Ambaflador that dyed in London, 1679. and we are
lately told by Baglivius, that the famous Malpighius's was:
full of them, they ufually are of fubcitrin colour, refemble
bright Myrrh, and fcem an aggregate of {mall Stones, which
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Perhaps are made fingly in the vefiends, and Coalefce in the
Dnitus.

The confeqnence of their coming off thews, that they
carzd the Jaundice in thoft two perfons T have mentioncd,by
obftructing the Clarnncls thro'which the Bile paticth from the
vommon recepacle into the dusdemurs, 1t may perhaps fcem
imrofiible to fome men, that fubftances of that magnitude
could pafsriorongh a Measns {o-mall as the common Didkus
ie. Bur it hath been no wonder to me this twenty years,
fince [ diffcGed a Phyfician of this place, who dyed of the
Jaundice, and found the Dudus Communis large cncugh to
admit my greateft Finger, as 3 Phyficians and one Surgeon
befides mytelf, faw to cur great {urprize,

"Thofe “Stones which are generated in the Gutts arc of
another fort, and eatily diltinguithable from thofe ! am
Writing of. DBeckers fpcaking of fome Stones voided by
Stool, {aid —~~— Celcnlos illos in Inteftinis genitos effe, qruia
Colore; pondere & fignra a choledobis lapillzs di ncli FLrbi-
tratus fum. Thole generated in the Gall caufe the Jaundice,
thole in the Guts, beget Cholical,Splanchnical, Hypecondria-
cal Pains, and fometimes Nephritical, all which vanifh
when they are ejected.

1 have feen Lumps of Stones in a Herfe as big as a Tennis
Ball taken out of a Bullocks Guts. The Authors of the
German Mifcellany write of one very much bigger. . Ri-
verins of a man that continually with all his Stools voided

i weq. ol Stones like thofe gencrated in the Kidneys. 7. Bartholine
1. af. 300, mentions {everal, onc particularly notable, being fo big as
. 5. 46.65. 5 Pidgeons Egg, which was purged off from.a Woman by a

fotad] A
entle Pill. =i exteriore (uperficie [whcincrenm, & dum a
2

me clave ferreo in diwas agquales partes difringitur intevius inflar
cryftalli albicantem & Rutilamtem, ita ut qui olim cx Enni

Jlarcore anritns, hic colligere potuiffet gemmas.
‘There are many fuch in the Mifeell. Cur. and which re-
f:mblcs mine, vol. 7. obfi ¢o. but therc is one much
more¢
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more o in dmbr: Pary, lib, 25- cap. 19, but neither of them
fo ftrange in caufe or cfedts as wine

It’s not for want of old Authorities that I have here
quoted few but Moderns 5 I know Gdlen, Crato, Sennertus,
M. Donatws, Z. Lufitanus, Fernelins, G.Horftius, Schenckins,
and many more before this Age, who have told the world
of Stones generated in, and ejefted from the Inteitines of
difeafed people, but none that I know with {uch furprizing
circumftances as this fent you by

S IR, Your moft bunsbic Servant,
Janw? Yonge.

The Ball intire is figured No 3, and iis injide and, 1luwis-

flone by it.

V. Some inflances of other perfons who were burt by fmsi=
lowing Plumb-flones, by the Publifber.
"["He difcourfe mentioned in the beginning of the foregoi::
Letter was concerning Plumb-ftones which had beer.
fwallowed by fome perfons, and had been the caufe et thei:
Sicknefs or Death.

The firft was a Man in Lancafpire, who being for many years
ill of the Colic, and receiving relief from no Med'cine, dcfized
he might be diffeGted after his Death, to fee what might be
the caufe of his Difeale. This wasaccorditigly done,and they

took out of one of his Guts a large Ball 6 inches about, of an
ounce and half weight made up of a fpungy marter wkhich
fwims in Water, and viewed by a Microfcope, appearc.! to be
made up of very fmall,tran{parent Hairs or Fibres,wrot ght to-
gether, after the manner of the Tophus Bovinws taken out of
the maws of Oxen. In the middle or center of it wasa
common Prune or Plumb-ftone, which had been {wallowed,
and fticking fomewhere in the Guts, had gathered that
{ubftance about it which refembled the finall Hairs on the
skins of feveral Creatures or Fibers of Plants we cat.  Dr
Charles Leigh in his Natural Hiftory of Laucaflire ,
&vc. in his firt Table has figured this Fig. 4. He
Nannnna fhew
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