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Outlook Conference:
Agriculture in a World of Change
In the past year, there have been dramatic

political and economic changes in Eastern

Europe and the Middle East. How will this

uncertain climate affect U.S. agriculture?

USDA’s 67th annual Outlook Conference

was designed to provide answers to that

question. Called “Agriculture in a World of

Change,” the conference attracted more than

1 ,000 participants. In addition to individuals

directly involved with agriculture, other partici-

pants included food and trade organizations and
members of the diplomatic corps.

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Clayton

Yeutter delivered the keynote address in a

plenary session that was broadcast nationwide

on satellite. He gave current information on the

foreign situation and discussed trade negotia-

tions and changes in Europe and the Soviet

Union. Other presenters, including ambassa-
dors from Eastern and Western Europe, dis-

cussed the likely impact of these developments
on the U.S. economy, agricultural trade, and the

outlook for farmers and consumers.

During the conference, some of the nation’s

leading analysts discussed prospects for

farmers, agribusiness, and consumers in 1991.

Some sessions focused on the outlook for

specific commodities. For the first time this

year, floriculture and ornamental horticulture

were included as part of the conference.

In other sessions, participants focused on
more general topics, ranging from the impact of

the Soviet transportation system on U.S. farm

imports to how the new Dietary Guidelines and

consumers’ food knowledge will affect food

comsumption.

The conference concluded with plenary

sessions on two vital topics: progress in

finding solutions to food safety and
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Teachers Can Count on
These AG Census Lesson Plans

Lesson Plans

The Census of

Agriculture

Which two states have the most land in

orchards? How much of the food cost in a

supermarket actually goes to the farmer?

Which state has the largest number of farmers?

Answers to these questions—and

thousands more—are contained in the 1987

Census of Agriculture. Although there is a

wealth of data in the Census, many teachers

—

and even more students—do not know how
to find or use it.

The U.S. Bureau of the Census has devel-

oped a package of free teaching materials to

help teachers and students learn about the

census of agriculture. The package is designed

especially for high school students, but can be

adapted for junior high or upper elementary

grades. It includes four lessons and supporting

materials covering these topics:

• Production Agriculture

• Agribusiness

• The Effect of Agriculture on Community
Characteristics

The teaching package gives students a

chance to collect data from primary sources

—

using actual Agriculture Census tables and

graphs to find the answers to questions. It

introduces information about U.S. geography.

Finally, it requires students to use simple

mathematics in realistic applications. The
lesson plans could be used in social studies,

economics, or math courses.

Although the packaged lessons included

only U.S. data, teachers can request a one-

page summary (called an Advance Report) of

information about their county and state when
they write for the lesson plans.
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New Jersey Guide Lists AG’s
“Human Resources”

Suppose you’re a teacher in suburban Bergen

County, New Jersey, who wants to take your

students on a field trip to a nearby farm. Where
can you find a list of nearby farmers who would

welcome your 30 fourth graders?

Thanks to New Jersey’s AITC program, all

you need is a copy of a new publication called

Person to Person: Farmers to Students . The
book is described as a “guide to human re-

sources,” bringing together farmers and stu-

dents to provide firsthand learning experiences

about the local farm community.

This is the fourth revision of the book since

its first publication in 1984. “Initially,” says
Cindy Effron, state contact for AITC in New
Jersey and one of the editors of the book, “we

just published a list of farmers who would speak

to classes.” But today, the book includes a

wealth of other information about ways teachers

can bring agriculture into their classrooms.

A section of the book called “Setting the

Scene” outlines everything a teacher needs to

do to set up a field trip or a classroom visit by a

farmer. “That information came from a work-

shop we held with farmers on how to make farm

visits an educational experience,” says Effron.

The book also provides a list of classroom

resources, organizations with agriculture-related

programs or materials, and a listing of the

state’s living history farms.

A list of all the Extension agents in each

county is included. “Teachers can learn a lot

from the 4-H Agent and the Home
Economist—as well

as the

County Agricultural Agent,” Effron says.

The book was distributed at the New Jersey

Education Association conference. “Teachers

were six deep around our booth,” Effron says.

“They are just clamoring for information like

this.”

Helping teachers set up student tours is

only one of the facets of New Jersey AITC.

The program also sponsors teacher tours,

which have already attracted more than 1,000

teachers statewide. The tours have proved to

be especially valuable in introducing city

teachers, who often have no firsthand experi-

ence, to the importance of agriculture in the

state. “We’ve had middle aged teachers tell

us that the farm tour was the first time they

ever had a chance to pick an apple or touch

a sheep,” says Effron. “This year, several

teachers brought home ears of corn and

pieces of wool for show-and-tell with their

students.”

Both the teachers who have used the

guide and the farmers

who are listed as re-

sources give the book

high marks. “It seems
to meet a need for

everyone involved,”

Effron says.

Agriculture
Keeps
New Jersey
Green
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In Illinois,

Science + Agriculture = Good Chemistry

An Illinois Educational Service Center was
looking for workshops that could give teachers

new ideas for teaching science in the class-

room. The Illinois Ag in the Classroom program

was searching for ways to get materials into

teachers’ hands. So it was natural that Pat

Williamson, who serves on the governing board

of the agency and is also acting as a district

coordinator for AITC in Illinois came up with the

idea of having the Educational Service Center

sponsor a workshop on agriculture.

“Nearly every aspect of agriculture is related

to science,” Williamson says, “so it was easy to

make the connection.”

Ellen Culver, state

contact for Illinois AITC,

agrees. “Agricultural

,
science can incorporate

ll^t anything from plants to

animals to the environ-

ment,” she says.

Williamson showed

samples of the educational

materials developed for

AITC programs to the

regional superintendent.

“Once she saw the high

quality of the materials

available, she was con-

vinced that agriculture

should be included in the

grant.”

Eventually, the center received a $160,000

grant from the state to promote scientific

literacy. And Williamson was asked to put

together an ag workshop. She spent several

months gathering all the free teaching materials

she could find. It turned out to be exactly what

teachers were looking for. The 35 teachers

from 23 districts who attended not only snapped

up ideas, but also took home more than 500

pounds of materials.

“When we got to the room where we were

serving lunch,” says Williamson, “we noticed

that many teachers had simply disappeared.

They had stayed behind to gather up all the

material they could—they told us they didn’t

want to miss out on a single bit.”

Williamson believes that working through an

agency like the Educational Service Center

increases credibility with teachers. “Teachers

want to talk with other teachers,” she says. She

sees another benefit as well. “When you ask

volunteers to deliver materials to schools, they

may or may not get to the right person. But we
know that the teachers who attended this

workshop are interested in teaching about

agriculture and will put the materials to good

use.”

Rose Mary Shepherd, regional superinten-

dent administrative agent, agrees. “We’re trying

to improve instruction in the classroom at the

grassroots,” she said. “The grassroots is as

near as you can get to agriculture.”

Teachers at an Illinois workshop
gathered a wealth of material on how
to use agriculture to teach science
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USDA Publication Takes The Mystery-
Out of Calories

Whether you’re a person who wants to know the

exact number of calories in everything you eat

... or someone who isn’t exactly sure what a

calorie is ... you’ll find answers in a new USDA
publication.

Called “Calories & Weight: The USDA
Pocket Guide,” this new guide includes calorie

values for nearly 400 foods in everyday serving

sizes. It also offers suggestions on how to eat

sensibly while you’re'watching your calories.

Recent studies indicate that one of every

four Americans is overweight. And despite all

those ads that promote miracle diets, people

who want to lose weight must consume fewer

calories than they expend. “This pocket sized

calorie guide is an excellent tool for consumers

trying to control calorie intake, said Sue Ann
Ritchko, administrator of the U.S. Department of

Agriculture’s Human Nutrition Information

Service. “It can be used when planning

menus. And because of its handy size, it can be taken along when shopping

or eating out.

Ritchko explained that “Calories & Weight” is part of a USDA campaign

called “Eating Right. ..The Dietary Guidelines Way.” This continuing effort is

designed to increase public awareness of the dietary guidelines for

Americans and to help people put the guidelines into practice. The dietary

guidelines are seven principles that reflect recommendations by the nation’s

top diet and health authorities. “Maintain Desirable Weight” is one of the

seven guidelines.

What is your desirable weight? “Calories & Weight” contains a chart to

help you determine the right weight for you. (Of course, a quick look in the

mirror or a pinch of the upper arm can give you a good indication of whether

your weight is desirable!)

The guide also offers some tips on successful dieting. They include:

• Be suspicious of a diet that promises wonders. Whatever diet you

follow, it should contain a balance of foods from the major food groups:

breads and other grain products; fruits; vegetables; meat, poultry, fish

and alternates; and milk, yogurt, and cheese. Don’t leave out any food

group. The pocket guide’s organization will help you

compare the calorie levels of foods in each food

group and to balance selections among different

groups.

• It’s easier to lose it if you “move it.”

Increasing physical activity increases the

number of calories used and improves

overall fitness as you lose weight.

“Calories & Weight” is available from the

Consumer Information Center, Pueblo, Colo.

81009. Be sure to specify Item No. 178-W on your

envelope and include a check or money order for

$1.75, payable to the Superintendent of Documents.

C ^ ^You Could
Look it Up

U.S. agriculture is more efficient and

effective than ever. One U.S. farmer

now provides 128 people with food and

fiber—up from 1 23 a year ago. That

U.S. farmer would serve 94 people in

the U.S. and 34 abroad.
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The individuals listed here

are key reference persons

in each state. If you have

any questions, want to

make reports, or need more
information about your

state's Ag in the Classroom

program, contact the

following;

Alabama
Ms- Jane Alice Lee
2101 Bell Road
Montgomery. Alabama 36117
O: (205) 261-5872
H: (205) 272-2611

Ms, Brenda Summerlin
Dept, of Ag and Industries

PO Box 3336
Montgomery. Alabama 36193
(205) 261 -5872

Alaska
Mr. Ted Berry

Mat-Su College
University of Alaska
P O. Box 2889
Palmer. Alaska 99545
(907) 745-9752

Arizona
Ms. Sue Cafferty

4341 E- Broadway
Phoenix. Arizona 85040
(602) 255-4456

Mr Robed Wilson
AZ Farm Bureau Federation

3401 E- Elwood
Phoenix. Arizona 85040
(612) 470-0088

Arkansas
Dr, Phillip Besonen
Center for Economic Education

GE 310
University of Arkansas
Fayetteville. Arkansas 72701
(501

)

575-4270 or 575-2855

California
Mr. Mark Linder

California Foundation for

Agriculture in the Classroom
1601 Exposition Boulevard
Sacramento, California 95815
(916) 924-4380

Colorado
Ms. Helen Davis
Colorado Depadment of

Agriculture

1525 Sherman Street

Denver. Colorado 80203
(303) 865-3561

Connecticut
Dr. Alfred Mannebach
University of Connecticut
249 Glenbrook Road
Storrs. Connecticut 06269-2093
(203) 486-0246

Mr. David Nisely

Deptadment of Agriculture

165 Capital Avenue, Room 234
Hartford. Connecticut 06106
(203) 566-6457

Delaware
Mr, Sherman Stevenson
Delaware Farm Bureau
233 South Dupont Highway
Camden-Wyoming, Delaware
19934
(302) 697-3183

Florida

Mr. John McNeely
Florida Depadment of

Agriculuture and Consumer
Service
LL-29 The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida 32301

(904) 488-9780

Georgia
Ms. Louise Hill

Georgia Farm Bureau
1 620 Bass Road
P.O. Box 7068
Macon, Georgia 31298
(912) 474-8411

Hawaii
Mr. Ken Kajihara
Vo-Tech Educational Specialist

Depadment of Education
49 Funchal St., J-306
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-1549
(808) 373-3477

Idaho
Ms. Kathie Johnson-Gier
Idaho Depadment of Agriculture

P.O. Box 790
Boise, Idaho 83701
(208) 334-3240

Illinois

Ms. Ellen Culver
Illinois Farm Bureau
1701 Towanda Avenue
P.O. Box 2901
Bloomington. Illinois 61 702-

2901
(309) 557-2219

Indiana
Mr Robed M. Book
President. Indiana Institute of

Agriculture Food and Nutrition

101 West Washington Street

# 1320 E
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
(317) 637-1600

Iowa
Iowa Depadment of Agriculture

Wallace Building

Des Moines, Iowa 50319
(515) 281-5952

Kansas
Ms. Sharon Tally

124 Bluemont Hall

Kansas State University

Manhattan, Kansas 66506
(913) 532-7946

Ms. Mardelle Pringle

Route 1

Yates Center, Kansas 66783
(316) 625-2098

Kentucky
Ms. Faye Lowe
Kentucky Farm Bureau
9201 Bunsen Pkwy
PO Box 20700
Louisville. Kentucky 40250-0700

(502)

495-5000

Louisiana
Ms. Barbara Ruth
Louisiana Farm Bureau
Federation
P.O. Box 95004
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70895-

9004
(504) 922-6200

Maine
Mr. Chaitanya York
Maine Depadment of

Agriculture. Food and Rural

Resources
State House, Station 28
Augusta, Maine 94333
(207) 289-351

1

Maryland
Mr. Wayne A. Cawley, Jr.

Secretary of Agriculture

50 Harry S. Truman Parkway
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 545-2646

Massachusetts
Mr. Wayne Hipsley

21 1 Stockbridge Hall

University of Massachusetts
Amherst, Massachusetts 01003
(413) 545-2646

Michigan
Dr Eddie Moore
Michigan State University

Room 410
Agriculture Hall

East Lansing, Michigan 48824
(517) 355-6580

Ms. Julie Chamberlain
Michigan Farm Bureau
7373 W. Saginaw Highway
Lansing, Michigan 48909
(517) 323-7000

Minnesota
Mr, Alan Withers
Minnesota Depadment of

Agriculture

90 W. Plato Boulevard
St. Paul. Minnesota 55107
(612) 296-6688

Mississippi
Ms. Helen Jenkins
Mississippi Farm Bureau
P O. Box 1972
Jackson, Mississippi 39205
(Street: 6310 1-55 N. Jackson,
MS 39211)
(601) 957-3200

Missouri
Ms. Diane Olson
Missouri Farm Bureau
P O. Box 658
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102
(314) 893-1400

Montana
Ms. Betty Jo Malone
4538 Palisades Park
Billings, Montana 59106-1341

(406) 652-6161

Nebraska
Ms. Ellen M. Hellerich

NE Farm Bureau Federation

P.O. Box 80299
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501
(402)421-4400 ext. 2002

Nevada
Mr. Ben Damonte
12945 Old Virginia Road
Reno, Nevada 8951

1

(702) 853-5696

New Hampshire
Ms. Donna Grusell

New Hampshire Farm Bureau
Rd 1 0 Box 344 D
Concord. New Hampshire
03301
(603) 224-1934

New Jersey
Ms. Cindy K. Etfron

Coordinator of Agricultural

Development
State of New Jersey
Depadment of Agriculture

CN330
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
(609) 292-8897 or 633-7463

New Mexico
Mr. E G. Blanton

New Mexico Farm and
Livestock Bureau
421 N Water
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88001
(505) 526-5521

New York
Ms. Betty Wolanyk
New York State College of

Agriculture and Life Sciences
Cornell University

1 1 1 Kennedy Hall

Ithaca, New York 14853-5901
(607) 255-8122

North Carolina
Ms. Nancy E. Facey
Nodh Carolina Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 27766
Raleigh, Nodh Carolina 2761

1

(919) 782-1705

North Dakota
Ms. Kaye Quanbeck
Nodh Dakota Depadment of

Agriculture

State Capitol

Bismarck. Nodh Dakota 58505
(701) 224-2231

Ohio
Ms. Judy Roush
Director of Ohio AITC
910 Ohio Depadments Building

65 South Front Street

Columbus. Ohio 43266
(614) 466-3076

Oklahoma
Ms. JoDahl Theimer
Oklahoma Depadment of

Agriculture

2800 Nodh Lincoln Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73105
(405) 521-3868

Dr. Paul Czarniecki
Program Specialist

4-H Youth Depadment
Oklahoma State University

Stillwater, Oklahoma 74078
(405) 744-5392

Oregon
Ms. Kay Shidler

Agri-Business Council
8364 SW Nimbus Avenue
Beavedon. Oregon 97005

(503)

627-0860

Pennsylvania
Ms. Carolyn Holleran

PA Council on Economic
Education
2900 St. Lawrence Ave.
Reading. Pennsylvania 19606
(215) 779-7111

Mr. Fred Kerr

Pennsylvania Farmers
Assocation
Box 736
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 1701

1

(717) 761-2740

Rhode Island

Ms, Carol Stamp
1 Stamp Place
South County Trail

Exeter, Rhode Island 02822
(401) 942-4742

South Carolina
Ms. Lynn Hufziger

915 Rutledge Building

South Carolina Depadment of

Education
Columbia, South Carolina

29200
(803) 734-8433

South Dakota
Ms. Gail Brock
SD Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 1426
Huron, South Dakota 57350
(605) 353-6731

Tennessee
Mr. Bobby Beets
Tennessee Farm Bureau
Box 313
Columbia. Tennessee 38402-0313
(615) 388-7872

Texas
Mr. Tad Duncan
Texas Farm Bureau
PO Box 2689
Waco, Texas 76702-2689
(817) 772-3030

Utah
Mr. El Shaffer
Information Specialist

Utah Depadment of Agriculture

350 Nodh Redwood Road
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116
(801) 538-7104

Vermont
Dr. Gerald Fuller

University of Vermont
Agricultural Engineering Building

Burlington, Vermont 05405-0004
(802) 656-2001

Ms. Megan Camp
Shelburne Farms
Shelburne. Vermont 05482
(802) 985-8686

Virginia

Ms. Holly Waidelich
Women and Young Farmers Depadment
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation
P.O. Box 27552
Richmond, Virginia 23261
(804 )

788-1234

Washington
Ms. Julie Sandberg
Washington State Depadment of

Agriculture

406 General Administration Building

AX -41

Olympia. Washington 98504
(206) 586-1427

West Virginia

Mr, William Aiken
West Virginia Farm Bureau
Route 3. Box 156-A
Buckhannon, West Virginia 26201

(304) 472-2080

Wisconsin
Mr, Dennis Sabel
Wisconsin Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 5550
7010 Mineral Point Road
Madison, Wisconsin 53705
(608) 833-8070

Wyoming
Mr. Gene Pexton
Braae Road, Route 6
Douglas, Wyoming 82633
(307) 358-5828

Guam
Mr. Victor Adero
College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences
University of Guam
Mangiiao, Guam 96923
(617) 734-2575

Micronesia
Dr. Ruben Dayrit

CTAS/College of Micronesia
Kolonia, Ponapei
FSM 96941

Ag in the Classroom Motes
Room 317-A, Administration Bldg.
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