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Greater Lebanon is born
Iskandar Riachi - Lokman Slim

Born in 1890, in Kinshara, Mount Lebanon, Iskandar Riachi was more
than a journalist and prolific writer who founded multiple newspapers,
such as Al Sahafi Al Taeh (The Wandering Journalist), and even one
in New York.

He had a proclivity for sarcasm and was undeterred in touching upon
topics most people shied away from. He called things as they were
and said what should not be said-and did so with humor and irony.
He injected lightheartedness into politics. His masterful command
of the French language found him work as a translator and advisor
for the French governor of Zahlé, Bekaa Valley, a strategic region
between Syria and Lebanon. Some contend he not only witnessed the
region’s historical events, but left his fingerprints on such happenings.
Regardless of Riachi’s proximity to the seminal events of the Levant,
there is no detracting from the rich body of work he left behind and
his brilliance as a writer. In 1961, at the age of 70, Iskandar Riachi died
and his newspaper, Al Sahafi Al Taech, was soon forgotten alongside his
numerous books. As a freethinking liberal, conservative mainstream
Lebanon could not bear such an individual.

In 2017, Lokman Slim found one of his books, Women from Lebanon,
and from that day Iskandar was reborn. In collecting what can be
collected of Iskandar Riachis biography and books, Lokman was

re-writing the dark chapters from Lebanon’s contemporary history.

Dar al Jadeed will continue working on this fascinating project.
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