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Srmary

1., At present the concentration of Japanese Arriy forces in the Hopel rc-
gion is not large. But it could be greatly augnented by crawing on unlts elsc-
where in north China, ond to some exvent reinforecenents could he secured fron
the Kwantung Army in Monchuria. 7Thesc possibilities would depsnd on & nunber
of factors, including Allied straizgy, the v11le of Pussia, availability of
trensport facilities, and local garvison needs. The caexy also has in the Ho-
pei rezion a group of Kamechurian puprew waits and gome orinese puppet "group
armies®; both of thsse ond porticularly the Chinese puppets. being inferior
to the JTaponese Toress. The current milisary nolicy of the Japonese in Hopei
appears to be o withdraval Pram all distmietes excaps those of the cities and the
main lines of corrmaisavion, This resvls Se€nS to have beea induced to a large
extent by Corrmmist pressuis on The eney.

o5 fMhe Corrmnisss ia +he ilopei rezl-n maintaZn a Shansi-Chahar-Hopel base,
divided into districztes and supn-Gicivricis.  PoTS o" the base have been long es-
tablished and generally secuce TrOm UAC JORANCEC. Tocal and region governments
have been in existsnce Here o sovea yeors, A simes since the war began,
and particularly in 1942, =ha Pighith Sonly sxioy 1N Ffopei was hard prcssed by the
eneny, and the arcas 1t conoroilec Were contrggtcd, At the present time, however.
the Corrmunists have been cuponiing thelr arecas acnirol and developing new ones
as the Japanese zone has shrurik. The Corrunist rilitary forces in Hopel have
reanwhile been growing. The IHfopel regidn is renarkable for its Cormrmnist opera-
tions since it is one of the few placcs where the Eighth Route Army is present
in strength on flat terrain. Relative security is possible through systens of
underground tunncls and by maintaining high robility. The Corrmnists by their
political and social jnstitutions — as well as by the nilitary protection they
have afforded local populations — have won a large neasure of popular supporte.

3. There are almnost no non-Corrmnist resistance elements in Hopel. The
voery few nilitary groups known are small and ruch weaker than corparable Eighth
Route forces in the region. At present their relations with the Corrmnists are
not very good, and the central-governnent guerrillas are in denger of being elirm
nated. The Chungking governnent maintains sone agents in the Hopei region, for
intelligence and for liaison with tTae puopets.

i, Economic conditlons have oradually worsened 1n north China under Japan-
ese rule. FEnery propagande has been a fallure, and the great majority of people
are anti-Japanese in sentiment. 4all except perhups a few of the highest-placed
collaborationists can be expechted 1O eftezt a choaeo of sides to the Alliecs —
probably at the earliest time when they would facu thensclves safe from Japanese
reprisals. Thus when the war hWas pecone Tarther advanced 1t can be expceted that
in general the puppet militery vnits and tne rupnet officials will go over 10 .She
Allies. The local puppet forces arc alirecdy onstable, with sorme peacc prescrva-
tion corps units going over with their equipiient to the Corrunists. Arwong the
regular puppet forces and at higher levels there is doubiless a fear of the Con-
rmunists which would not only prevent sinilar action now but night encourage longer

collaboration with the Japanese.

SECRET/CONTROL




I SECRET/CONTROL

-- 1']__1 -

5. Both the Corrmnists and the central governnent aspire to rule in north
China. Chungking hopes for the allegience of the present puppets, and hopes 10
occupying the cities ond corrmnications

move in where the Japanese IIOVE out,
lines, and then gradually to establish control oOver the whole region. It would

seer: that this ambition will be resisted by the Corrmnists, even if the
governnent has United States support. similarly, the central governnent would
resist the attenpts of the Corrmnists to take over., ThuS Hopel appears to be one
of the eritical regionS iq China's future, with civili war threatening in the ab-
sence of a prior general seitlenc norrmnist issue in China,

ant of the Kuonintang-v
There Would be very serious oroblens confronting an Alicd force invading north
China because of tihe ineipient dcnesiio aonfiict.
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STTUATION — HOPET BTGION — MID-1949

The area of the Hopei plain in porth China invites attention, in military and
political terms, on several counts. The area has importance as a terrain over
which a major campaign in the war against Jepan might be fought. It is the gate~
way from China 1into Manchuria, and a transportation cenire sn which a number of
main railway lines and highways converge. <The area also contains a concentration
of indusiry -z relative to China at large — and possesses SOME parts of moderate
significance.-]:/ Additionally, the area 18 oOne of political importance. Long hold-
ing the capital of China, it never came under the effectiwe control of the Chi-
nese Republic's central government., For a China which will be deeply concerned
with international relations on her northwestern and northeastern bOraersS, the
Hopei plain 18 specially impor tent; 1t is possible that the national caepital will
return to Peiping rather than Nenking. For China internally, the Hopei plain 18
an area of political dlispute, sinae - Ylike the rest of north China — the anti-
Japanese resistance there is almost exclusively Chinese Communilste

The following report 1S intended to consider the military situation in the
Hopei region, as that is currently determined by enenmy dispositions and strategy
and by the presence of the Eighth Raute Army in the region. .yhe peport is also
designed to give some account aof political affairs in Hopei.g The rpegiom covered
is roughly bounded by & 1ine running east from Kalgan +to the sea, a line ruvnning
south from Kalgan 10 Shihchiachuang, a line running g?st from Shihchiachuang to
the sea, and the sea coast along the Gulf of Ohihlae”

Y/ For studies of the strateglc value of transportation in north China, S8ee€
Occupied China Railroads North of the Yangize River (R and A/KM No. 82,

T

iy S - - - ——

S May 19h5); The OQutfacy oo Toods o s 1ioon ohina (R end A 2504, 10 Fe-
bruary 1945).

2/ The report which foilows Was compliled on ‘the wasis of materials from many
sources, a number O raam ovtsije of 0SS. Tncluded in the latter group

are AGAS, G-2 Ugadguarcers Unias paatre (including reports of the Ameri-
can Military Cbserver Section at Yenan). monitored rodic broadcasts, Chi-

nese press translatlions, interviews wivh Cninece recensly in fovele

3/ The reglon is shown on the map which accompanies this meport.
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The Enemy Military Esiasbllishment

RN -

The enemy in the Ilopei region maintains a moderate military este blishment, '
dravm from scvers) sources. Elements of the Japanese Army, the Avmy «f Mancaus
kuo, and the puprnsts of both Pelping an d Nanking are employed, wiilh veryling as-
signments., In the event of a camnaimm in Hopei ageinst the Allies, the Japanese
could augment their forces very considerably, particularly by drewing on Japan-

ese units now stationed in otner ports of north China,

T e P R . b e L P G e W e W el i S—

the Jananese iArmy has only one,divisicn, two independent mixed brigades, and one
indeperncdent infantry b“igaaeﬂa/ Thoze Tour units probably total not mare tnen
50,06CO trocps, when allowance is meds for gunTorting artillery and service for-
ces, The 63 Division, with headz

along the Ping-Han railway beiwe:n tinchizchuang. Its 67 Drigade
is assigned to the rail line betveer ining an@ Tientsin. The 2 IIB guards the
Cheng-Tai line between ShLH,l__vhuaﬂq an¥ Telisien (97:27 N 116:17 E) ™~ 2 mhe 2

Japanese Dispositions. In the Hopei region, shown cn the accompanying map,

yarbers in Peining, has 118 66 Brigade deployed
5 -y

o

=0
- 2 - -+ - AR vy V.o .o i O ) oy i == " it i
TMB is in the Kaelgan vicinitv, wlhnie the o M3 Lo genired at Tangshane.
w ¢ =

However, by re-dispcsing itvs forces in novth ina, the Jgenese Army could
very considerable augment its strength i avnel. T% ﬂou1d oe moved to do this
by the threat of a major Allied lond eifensive, coning via Shantung or from 3
MEnchuria. These would scen the most Likely routes 1 Allied invesion of Hopeil
were ever to take place.

It may fairly be estimated that as the war progresecs ani particularly if
Japan should see the irmminence of a 1l.Lna invasion the Tupuﬂeae Lormy would wilithe
draw from Honan and soniihern Shansi.2 The withdrawing Japanege units, STl
largely intact, would +hen be available for defense of the {hina aocast or de-
fense against invasion of China proper from the nortneast or even The noxrthwest.
The. Japanese force:s that would become available in this mmmner are five divi-
sions (including one armored division), two ;ndepana?nt mixed brizad:ss, WO 1=
dependent infaniry brigedes, and a cavalry brigade Thesa vnits, wito allowance

i/ The map accompnaying this mepor?® shows enemy order of battle, indicating all
ne

major units identified in  the regl

'®) "J"

5/ ™e § IMB, with headquarters at Tehsien in Shintung. rarrisons the Tsin=Pu
ilway to the north toward Tlents.

6/ Such a retreat would abem mdon the Pite-Han line of cormnigation, and leave
the military forces in scuih and ceuntral Calra oitacy to funection as sagri-
fize forces or possibly he ewvecuated casht ol DoOria io the coast near Shanghail

7/ A table showing the locatioms and unly Stfe:¢fﬁﬂ af Jepenesc forocs in north
China is contained in Appandix L oF 1thls nepor '
On 6 June MID estimated Japanese Army fcﬁto » north China to total 305,000

l
(omitting from its count #he é5 and 113 Divicions, the 92 IMB, and the 11 1iB,
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for supporting forees, can be estimated at 150,000 troops.

Another source of military units with which the Japanese might augment their
strength in Hopei is the Shan tung region. 4t the present time the Jopanese Army
is believed to have there threce divisions, two independent mived brigades, and
one independent infantry brigade — forces totelling 85,000 over-alt. 1T 18 of
course possible, if not likely. that tae time when need should awise to reinforce
Hopei either the same need would be Telt with respeat to Shenturz or 1ae chantung

forces of the Japanesc would already have been seriously weaxenad in aeuzpal oninge

A third source of Jamnese units in China for Hopei are the border garrison
units in north Shansi, These comprise a division, an independent mixed brigede,
and an independ-nt infantry brigade. L4idding TO these threc units the 66 TuE
(unlocated in ncrtia China), one obtains an over-all figure of 50,000 troops for
the Japanese forces in north China not alrcady accounted for. The extent to which
the Japanese units in noxrth Shansil would be aveilable for a Hopei campaign would
be influenced (1) by what thc Jp anesc considered the minimum area which they
wished to try to hold in ncrth China, wi.th consejuent garrison needs possibly in
north Shansi, and (2) by the fcar of & possible Russien offensive coming through

Cuter Mongolia,

A final source of Japancse units which might be employed in the Hopel region
is the XKwantung Army in Manchuria. This is estimated to number about 600,000.
saveral fac tors would operate, however, to reduce 118 availability. The nced
for a defending force against Soviet invasion of Manchuria and Korea 1s assumed
to increase as time goes on. At the siage of a Hopei campaign the Kwantung Army
might already be heavily engaged or scriously depleted by battle losseS. Also
it is uncertain to what extent the Kwantung firmy has alrcady been diminished by
trensfers of units, or even cadres, into China; that Army may by now have been

substantially weakened through replacements with Manchurians.

In estimating what force the Jepanese could concentrate for a campaign in
Hopei, other factors need to be considered beside the theon military requircments
for defense on the continent as those develop with the progress of the wars The
cantinuing availability of transportation t0 efcect large skifts of forces woulc
be one condi tion for achicving ~ mocirmm concentraticon in Hopele Ancther wou.d
be the acccssibility of military aud 21her suppiizs for unc Japeonese Jxuny in the
reglion., One may perhaps make a teuntavive astiampte of " that me.cimae concantration
as follows: Japan might be able 4o rut an amy I 35C0,0C0 invo wne ficld in the

as not being in north China). The Jepancsc unts 1listed in Appendix A total
213,500, To this numbcr neads +to be added a figurc, pcrhaps as large as

50 percent additional, %o eccount Icr syprorting 1rooDd. |

MID placed the Japancse air foreccs cn vic ground in north China at 13,000,
end the navy ground forces there at 2,000,

SECRET/CONTROL
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Hopei region. This figure assumes the presence of the forces currcntly there,
of the Japanecse forces in Honan, Shansi. and Shantung, some reintforcement from
the Kwantung Army. This figure excludes the posgibility of Jespan's hringing
to north China units which are now in soutncast Asia, south and central China,
Formosa, and Japan DPropeXre
To date, the Jépanese Army has nes moved to build up any such conecntratlon :

4 in the Hopei rezion. With the Allies holding the offensive initiative, the un=-
folding of Jap enese siraicgy with reapect to Hopei, as eisewncre, waits upon Al-
1icd operations. For the present, Jananese milibavy needs 2n the Hopel reglon

™
o ™
AT

- " -] :
~ - e, =y r:‘wl"—r',vm, 3
o TP RS A g B AN o

are garriscn needs, concerned with logal »es 2

e Monchurian Armv. The Ifanchulmo punpet Ay ia a force which needs to be

e i e ™ S

acecounted in & consideration of the Zopel iroglon particularliy sinece the Japan-

es= have this year moved scme cf che Mapchurian LYy into thet rogion.. -in the :
scathwest defense secter of Manchuria (roighly CCTCONLBOUS with the province of
Jehol — aceording to one report constiimiuling THe @ith Military District of Nane-
churia's Army) the number of MANCDAKUO PUDPY t tpoo)e appears o be between 50,000

and 75,000,

Elements, at least, of the € Brigade, 3, 5, 18, end 25 Mixed Brigades have o=
probably within the_last cight months — bacn shiftecd south in Manchuria and into .
northeastern Hopei. ¥ It scems cven probable that the cenitinme units meonticncd

above have becen shifted southward. One sourcc Wwho roported on the movements of

the Mmchurian frmy, for stationing in Hopei and other parts of north China,

stated that in Peiping it was belicved that these movemints Were veing effected

by tha Jap encsc as a rrccaution ggainst revolt af the puppet Treops if they

should romain in Manchuria and thce war continucd to go against Japan. In a poten=-
tial Hopei campaieon perhaps a large part ef the Menchurian Lrmy in Jchol and
southwestern Linoning would be available to the JapancscCo

03

The Memnchukuo puppet army is largely organiscd in brigadcg although onec di-
vision is rcporitcd at Chengte. The units arc muchn smaller than the the compar-
ablc Japanesc units — a brigade having a strength of only 3,000, It 1s cstli-
mated that thesc units have actual strengths which erce approximately thc paper
strengths. ZAccording to one mepoxrt, the MAanchukuo troops arc cquipped with the
samc arms as Japancsc troops. But,unit for unit, the Ilfemechurian Army musc be
rcgarded as considcrably weaker thon tho Japancsca

Currcnt Manchukuo puppct strength in the Hopel region 1s probably in tho
ncighhorhcod of '20,000; and by drawing fuvrvher o soushwoghcrn Manchuria might
bec raised to §50,000.

_____________________________________.______-———-——————————4

-§/ Appcndix B of this rcport contains a list of Manchukuo puppet units statiomed
in Hopci and in southwestorn Manchuria, with approrimate locations and sorengti
fig1-erSn B
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Chinese Puppet Troops. There arc goveral kinds of Chincsc puppet formations
in the Hopeil region. Tlhe prineipal variety are upits of +the Norin China Pacifi-
cation Army, undcr the North China Politicel Affeirs Comn’ssion and the dircction
of the Japanese milirery aurhoridy in acrsh Chinas Tho Norgh China Faeifzcanion
Army is constituted in group oories, watch in turn ecrprisc whmoo or four Togl-
ments eachs Regirental sitrength s gencrally cotimmiod at 1,500 The 1y Z« 3o
%, 6, 7, 9, and 10 Group Aumiss are beileveld locsted in the Hopel megion, wiia

a total strength of cooud 23,000 o Thasn ere ovdte eortainly the bhess Chinese 10,

C (-t
puppet troops in the rapism, althoush their equipwsnd rmist oc cons Tapsed SGINTYLT
It has been the expericnce of ithe Cormrnnist Blichih roale Lrmy in Hopei thet In

—

engagements with units »7 the Worth uv.ninz Tonification Army the gasvalties .m pvp

pet dead are gmuch higher them iAa anrtiong against locel puppet garrisoms -~ et v -
ing more eff@ctive orzanization end better morale

The Nanking government's natlonel pupret army 1is repreogented in Hopel LY WO
engineer regimenvs, the second and +hird, which are said to be dinmectiy undar Tia
Jurisdiction of tlc pupiet high cormmend atb Narking., 1t gacms doubtful whetacor
these units¥gach about 1,500 strong, should be counted as aompat effectivess

A unit ?nder the Monegolien Garrison headquarters at Kel gan has boem renoried
stationed at Hsucrhpa. This is the Mongolian puppet 2 Group Regiment, with &
strength of 2,000, -/ iy s

In addj!ion +o the abhove eategorics af Chinese puppet forcos in Hopei ‘lere
arc provinci and other lo@al nupnets scattered in smnll garrizons throngacut
the »egion, Thess troons, often under the title ol Peace Pracervation G Ps,
are the most poorly cluipped cf ell enecmy forces in Hopel and the least efrtoc b=
ive. Théy are given the lowest-grade milidtaxy assignnenis, and pravc cenerally
unstable. Fregquently, not only indiwidunal local puppet trocps but whole uniiax
hava gone over to the Eighth Route Army, whose prefercnticl treatment ofi puppets

9/ Chineso puppct @iBpositions in Hoped e ahovm on the aeompanying meps Pup-
pet battle order in taec o T

. i . ., Py - - - -
fon 38 "Aighod i pooendaXx U

ko 4
)

10/ A Chinese National Militayy Cowncil zeDnosT saates *hat as of June 19/ *tha
North Chine Pacifizaticn A-my had a total of only 12,000 rifles; Cniy JTous;
two-tnirds of the whole A~u+w Is stasionet in tac Hopel region,

_1._1/ A Chinese Mrmy reporft. however, placed the number af troops 1 thig dnit o%
600, with 500 rifies. The roport also diffcrec in loaatinz the regimeail a<
Wuchuan (41:07 N 131+25 ¥) iIn Suiyuvan-

12/ A few of these are licted, in Appendix C, bui none are shown on the mep &8
too fow"ata are available ccnceraing thneom.
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and the course of the wer hawe proved strong inducements. According to cne ob-
server, the theoretical distribution of Peace Preservation Corps trocps glves
one regiment (consisting of three battalicns of thrce cormenies each) to every
hsien. In prectice such a regular distribuiticn 1s Drodaoly Wery raXre, eveil in
the strictly occupied areas; ahd then the units ere undoubbtcdly greatly under
strength and very poorly equilipped.

Japanese Military Policv. The strateglc problem ior Japan in the Hopel re-
gion has been to secure the maxirium economic bencfits of occupation and to use
the region as the centre for developing a firm political and gconomic collabora«
tion in north China as part of the Greater ILast Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. In
military terms this has meant the establishment of security and control against
Chinese local resistence only, since the initial phasc of occupation in 1937.

Tt is possible that in the future a north China campaign against the Allies will
eventuate, although it is entirely conceivable that the war against Japan wil.
be won in the absence of such an ewent. So for the present, the Jgp mese remaln
concerned primarily with local oppositiom” — in the form of puppet intriguc, and
the incrceasing powcr of the Commnists,

Farlicr in her struggle to dominate east Asia, Japan had aspirations to a
deep o1d not merely superficial control in China. In the Hopei region, as else-
where in north China, this design was manifested in the first years after 1937
by cfforts to extend Jepanese and actively collaborationist influence beyond the
narrow zoncs formed by cities and their connecting commnications. The Japanese
program to subjugatc the hinterland was at its height in the anti-Communist war-
farc of 1940 to 19/;3. At that period the Japanese organised their own forces
and the puppcets foxr thorough “dleansing" operations, and in considerable degree
they were successful in neducing and d@ispersing Communist guerrilla strength.
But even the military measures, accompanied by an organised propagaenda campaign,
failed to achieve definitively the Japanese purpose. Further, the years of gar-
risoning and "pacification" had been costly in a militar¥ ense, wWith the Japan-
cse fcrces in north China suffering a gradual attrition. In 1943 also the tide
of *he Pacific war had turned, and the Japancse high commend probably began 1o
cuastion that Japan could afford to continue the north China policy unchanged,
parsicularly when more immediote military demands arose in the Pacific and in
central and south China,

Since 1943 the Japanese occupation in north China has receded, and come to
have mcre limited objectives. At the present time they are the most limited of
any period since 1937. The motivation seems partly that of local. nilitary eco-
nomisntion and partly that of :consolidating currently available forces in the
most mportant zones, against possible invasion and to safeguard minimum strategic
intercsts in the arca (i. e., assuring transportation facilities, continuing eco-

] —— i — .

nomiec exploitation, ete.)s

R e i St s e —————— e — e ——————— I ————————— e A S G
12, S¢e The Demor2lizntion of the Japanése Army in North China, 28 March 1945
’;.J;\.'_r C L“._i I'LJG E"919-CH-1.|.5 B::D NOn 122800100)0
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Acoordingly, the current enemy policy ic to utilise Japamese troops and the
better-organisad puppet Foraes fon gail ;soning the zones af imperiance. Tt has
been seen earlier hcw the mrineipal Jupmaese wnits 1n the Hopel fegion ars €=
ployed in the aitizs ard along The ral 1wocds. Similarly with the grooup 4amuise
of the North China Pacification #uvy: ithe 9 Group Lrmy guards the Ticntoin-
Tangku section of the Fer-Niig rail line, the 7 Group Army gariiscns THG Ta.gl-
nity off Peiping on its south, and the 6 Group Army is statlonsd aloag the ringe
Hen railway betveen Pnotling and CHengziinge Tn this svstem the Japaaese kaed
lerzer coancéntrations of their princivcl farces in such places as Peiving, Tiemb-
sin, Tengiu, Fengtal, with srcller roTces (acmatimes as high as 1,500 TO 2003 )
in lesser points such. as Paoting and Shinchiachueng. The laiter rorces arce A1%0
intorded as reserves whiech cculd e used fcr looting roids or for rural mapplagl-
up opervations in case of necessity. the countrv-side is now left to the 1ncal
puppets, and eny cffective action against the E£ighth Rcoute &rmy requires the

stilffening afforded by Japanesa regulars.

The block house is a very important element in the Japanese defense, Not
infrequently several block houses are erected to make a prepared pcesition known
as a strong poiai. In the most vital areas, as around Ticntsin and Tanghu, S8TIOr
points have beci consolidntcd to ferm a fortified =onc. Two other areas have
also been strongly cdefended with systems of stroosg noints and individual block
houses: (1) the area nort. of Paiycngiien Lake anl the Taching Piver, doubiless
because of its adiacency te Peiping and Fengtal. {2} the arec west of Chinghsien
and Tsanghsien, probehly Lfor the DPIDOLC of giving adicd defense to the us i=Pu
railway in this aren arc preventing &ny 1inking up ba'wecn the Central doge M-
litary District of *he Chin-Cha-Gol famipist base emd tlhe Po-Hoi Distriet of

the Eighth Route Arngy's Suaniung bass. i the 10%tEer connection it is irtoresse
1 2
d -

T

from Liukochuang to Liuch.2-

# W <

ing to note thet the eueny bullil & hloekace ditn
cheang in this areea, with che same ohjocte

Apart from these fortified zomes vhe strong points have generally been loca-
ted at county ceats, strateglic viilages, Or transport junctions. They have bcon
occupied by Japancse troops, ond ncre reeently o a greatcextont by Poeification
Army amd Pease Preservation Ceorps units. The roilways af the Hopel roegion have
the protection of single biock hcuses ocatsd about every two 1i along the 11003
thesc are generally gerrisoned by o Coacn Cr 80 ~uopets, Earlier iun the war the
Japanesc constructed trench-and-embar.knecat defenses for the +ailronas. MTLele Oore
st11l visible in manv places on nerial phntom anlis of the resi on's lines. 3utb
recant observers stete that since consitruction the deforses Love weather. 2 a good
derl and suffered from depredctions of the local peorle, parvisularly those in
leagne with the Communists, It is meported thal eXCEPT for the stretch of line
betwecen Peiping and Tinghsien the physical pailrcad defenses are not now as good

b ]

as those of the ronilroads in Shantung, for exump.c,

‘..J

"1

By the carly spring of 1045 the Japanese had bhegui to withdraw from supstan.
tinl areas in central Hopel wideh they bad held foro Tin or nnrc yoalSe o

areas lay in the epaces netwzer comaminicacions linon, With them the Jeapanese
lost numerous stronz poiats and igoleted clairs cf Hlock nousss, The prouess
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was essentially one of attrition. By 1943 the Japanese had largely corpleted
their system of block houses and strong points; with & sunporting road nctwork,
across the plain in central Hopei. The FEightih Route ATIY woulld | isoiate oae
point after another on the plain, by custing the roads that fedc it, end then
raid the point itself. The Jepanese had Jepcndéed on the svstem ¢ be sustained
with a minimum millitary investnent, and the Corrunists! tactics required greater
expenditure than the Jepanese had perhaps expectcd or at leost were now willing
to moke. To maintain the systen of strong points throughout the plain would Tre=-
quire frequent and heavily-arned convoys for the waging of continued periodic
campaigns to keep the enemy positions supplied and ~cinforced, OT would require
the still more ambitious undertaking of making & forrtified zone out of the
plain — as with the ereas around Peiping and Tientsine.

The Japanese chose the cheapest alternative and have been gradually yield-
ing their positions in the area bounded by the Pei-Ning, Tsin-Pu: Chenz--Tai, and
Ping-Hen railroads. The Eighth Route Army has as a result gained many hsien
towns, and may be cxpected to meke further advances. The end consecquence of the
process, already approachcd .rather nearly in central Hopci, is to lecave the
enemy with only the rail lines and cities. With respect to highways, the Japane-
ese are left with only those that parallel the rail lines. Other routec, tuilt
by 1943 — such as Peiping-Taming, Tientsin~-Paoting, and Tsanghsien-Shihchia-
chuong — go through stoble Cormmunist areas and could be opened by thc eneny
only at considerable cost. Even before the present period the Eighth Routc Army

frequently intexrfered 7ith the Japcnese highway network in destroying sections
of road.

Japanese Intelligence. Japanese intelligence serviccs appear to be active
in the cities of the Hopci region. Plain-clothes operatives ol three agenciles
have been reported. The agents most frequently wear Chinese gowns to avoid the
suspicion attaching to weatern dress. The sung OT pine-trece agency is said to
have intelligence functions concerning puppet organisations -nd individuals;
the chu or bamboo group to be conccrned with Chungking activities in the region;
and the mei or plum agency to be directecd ageinst the Cormunistse. These agenciles
are reported to appear to engage in utual rivelry and intrigue, 2 procedure
probably directed by the Japenese cormend for inproving the intelligence cffee-
tiveness of the agencies agoainst the Chinese populationj; favor and usefulness
could frequently be secured by one agency from o Chinese token into custody by
another agency and freleased" at the instonce of the first, 1t scemsS probable
that the Japanese are kept generally well informed by their intelligence ScI'-
vices, which are evidently efficient orgcnisationse Occasionally cgents are
seizecd by the Eighth Route Arpy in raids on ocqupied towns or &rc cpprehended
in venturing beyond the limits of the firmly-held occupicd arelds

According to a report received in May 1945, the Japanese ore increasing
their employment of Chinese intelligence operatives in Hopei. This source esS-
+imated that for every 100 Japanese Troops the Japanesec military cormand Was
employing 15 Chinesc plain-clothesmen, He stated that in the case '

of the Jopanese gendarmerie 11 was usurl for each gendarme to be supervising
three to ten Chinese operatives.
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The Japonese inteclligence is also reported to be active in trying to suppress
the use of short-wave radio sets by Chinese for anti-Japanese intelllgence Dur-
poses or for receiving non-Japanese-controlled broadcasts. However, it 1is not
believed that the Japanese program of suppression is by any means effective, and
it is said that many short-wave radio sets are illegeally in use in Peiping and
Tientsin. It also seems to be true that long-wave sets can pick up free China
stations, such as Chungking and Sian, after midnight.

The Japanese endeavor to maintain a striet system of control on travel be-
tween Manchuria and China, although within China the control measures are much
less rigorous. Personal and baggage examinations are reported to be made thor-
oughly at Tientsin, and with the greatest care at Shanhaikuan -— by puppet mili-
tary and civil intelligence, by the Japanese gendarmerie, and by Japanese con-
sular police.

The Communist Eighth Route

In the Hopei region the Chinese Comrwnists constitute the main obstacle with
which the Japanese have to contend. Comranist claims and the admissions of the
Japanese, puppets, and central-government officiels agree in disclosing the Com-
muinists in Hopei to be the only extensive and organised resistence to the eneny
there. JAs elsewhere in poxrth China behind the Japanese lines, the Cormmnists
have not only an effective systern of military forces but a number of local admi-
nistrations and & central direction of activities.

His tory of thc Cormmunists in Hopei. The Hopei region is part of the oldest
Communist anti-Japmese base. In 1937 the Corrmunist 115 Division of the Chinese
Army was ordered from Shansi into Hopei for the defense of Nankou pass against
the invading Japonese. The pass was captured and other Chinese positions fell
beforc the Division could get to the area. At the end of September the Corrm-
nists attacked on the eneriy flank to embarrass the rapid Joponese offensive into
Shansi, and later were themselves outflanked. Rather then attempt to withdraw,
the 115 Division stayed in the encriy rear and began the long history of behind-
the--1lines onerations,

These events had all taken place west of the Ping-Han reilway. East of the
railway, 3n central Hopei, therc rcmained behind a central-government regiment
of Lu Cheng-tsao (part of the army of General Wang Fu-lin). ILu allied hinmself
with the Ligb}thoute.Army; and his force became the Corrmnist nuecleus 1n cen-
tral Hopci.=< In May 1938 a large force of the 120 Division entered central Ho-

1)/ Lu Cheng-tsao was later nade commandexr of the Shonsi-Suiyuan Military Region
of the vormnmists.
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pei, and before its withdrawal to northwestern Shansi substentially awgnented
guerrilla warfare on the plain. In the spring of 1939 the Comrmnists extermed
their activities from west and central Hopei to begin a penetration of the areas
cast and west of Peiping. '

In the spring of 1938 the Eighth Route Army undertook en offensive along
the Ping-Han railway south of Pazoting, as a diversion in favor of the Chinese
defenders of Tungshan (Suchow). This move drew Japomese yeprisals, including
the occupation of the Comrmnist capital, Fouping. In. the fall of the same year
the Japanese began heavy mopping-up operations oround Wutaishan, and started
their system of fortification against the guerrillas. The Communists countered
this later with the "100-regiment offensive" of August 1940, which was concerted
to disrupt Japanese commmnications in north China, and in the Hopel negion was
directed at objectives on the Ping-Hen end Cheng-Tai railroads and north of
Tientsin. Gains temporarily made by the Eighth Route Army were subsequently
lost.

In the fall of 1941 the Japanese nounted their largest mopping-up campaign,
under General Okamura, which bore most heavily on central Hopei. s«fter this
the Communist military program of ngimplification® of organisation in the region
was pushed, The spring of 1942 saw a continuation of the Japanese attempt to
cleanse central Hopei of the Corrmnists. It was at this period that the Eighth
Route Army began its extensive tunnelling under the plain, to combat the Japan-
ese "ibbling" tactics of puilding a block-~house system interconnected by a road
network., The fortunes of the Cormmunists in Hopel were probably lowest in 1942,
In the spring of 1943 Commmnist troops were sent from the aread west of the Ping-
Hon roilway into the Shan-Ken-Ning Border Region for protection against a possiblc
attack there by central -government forces under Hu Tsung-nane. Then in 1943 and
194 the Japancse slacked off their aggressive policy against the Communists,
and the Eighth Route Arny gradually regoined a good deal of lost territorye. BY
the surmer of 1944 it was estimated that the Corrnnist situation Had been Te-
stored to the status of 1941, In the last yeorx Corrmnist progress has been
greatly accelerated.

Corrmnist Organigation in the Hopel Region. Early after the start of the
war against Japan the Commumnists began to regularise their activities in the
Hopei region. Political formation began in November 1937, when the Corrmnists
sent a report of their resistance movenent 1o Ycn Hsi-shan, central-government
cormander of the Second War Area. A congress of Carrunist, Kuoniintang, and in-
dependent delegates met at Fouping in January 1938 and elected an administrative
cormittce for the Chin-Cha-Chi (Shansi-Chahar-Hopei) region, This was the first

and last Comrmnist regime behind the Japanese lines 10 recelve recognition and
approval of the central government of China,

Flections of village magg istrates were held throughout the region in 193%;
the next year hsien magistrates and hsien people's political councils (for two
to three years, with seni-annual rneetings planned) were clected, A policy of
creating new, composite hsien in the region has been followed, for the purpose
of making the political areas correspond as nearly as possible with existing
conditions of geography and the military situation. 4 regional PFC was elected
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*+ in Chin-Cha-Chi in 1941, consisting of 538 merbers, This body did not mect un-

til 1943, owing to enemy activity in the region. So far that session has been
the only meeting.

The PPC members are supposed to be elected from the hsien, on the basis of
population, The chief function of the Council is legislative, but it also has
pover to recall the Border Region Government Cormittee merbers (a’'committee
which in 1943 succeeded the provisicnal administrative cormittee), to recall
its owvn standing cormittee, and to appoint the chief judge af the x»egion's high-
est court. The PPC stending committee convenes the Council, arranges for clec-
tions, and acts in advisory capacity to the Goverament Cormittee, which is the
real executive of the region. Several governnment departments are organised un-
der the direction of the Government Cormittee members.

The highest court of the region appoints the lower, district courts (after
the chairman of the Government Committee has appointed additional judges of the
highest court on the recormendation of its chief judge. There is no codifica-
tion of law in the courts; PPC resolutions have the force of law, and whcre none
are avallable central-government law is resorted to — subject to interpretation
in the light of local conditions. Appeals are allowed. Jurisdiction does not
exist where the govermment is involved offiicially, and is noit asserted over mi-

litary personnel. Therec are no juries and no organised bar, Mecdiation out of
court is encouraged.

One further institution in the Cormmunist administration of the Chin-Cha-Chi
region is the fen ch'dl orgenisation. Between the Border Region Government and
the hsien government there is the fen ch'fl office, or supervisory district. The
chief of these districts is the Chuan Yuan, an appointee of the governmente The
duty of this offiicial and his supervisory districts is to see that Border Region
Government policy 1s carried out locally; the Chuan Yuan cannot memove hsicn of-
ficials, but can veto hsien legislation. &An anaclogous supervisory organisation,
the ch'® office, exists between the haien government and the villages; the ch'dt
acts on behalf of the hsien in seeing that its policies are carried out.

Within the above briefly described democratic structurc the Corrmnist Party
effectively contirols the administration., Whilc its nmembers 4o not have an ob-
solute majority in the governricntal orgens, they have solidarity and follow a
well-marked course. The Party's policy is the driving fore¢ behind the govern-
nent. Its members ocre selected for the inmportant positions, and in this fashion
the Party does contirol the rcgion; for example, the ninc mauwbers of the provi-
sional administrative cormittee were all elccted by the PEC in 1943 to pasitions
in the new Government.

Political groups other than the Comrmnist Party cre not orgonised; the Kuo~
mintang merbers in the region are generally at odds with the Chungking Kuorin-
tang. As late as September 1944, the choirman of the regional administration
(Sung Hsizo-wen), the vice chairmen (Fu Tien-kuei), and the head of the Depart-
ment of Industry (Liu Tien-chi) were all Kuomintang rmerbeérs. Despite the cen-
tral governmment's recognition of the Chin-Cha~Chi region, Chungking in 1938 ap-
pointed provincial governors to both Chahar and Hopei. The alainonts, after
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noking desultory atterpts to becore ins*alled in their aphoiniive DWEIWiTLE
length failed and left the political s2inc.

_ Military organisation works closely parallel and often in c¢incidenan with
the Corrmnist political orgenisction of the Chin-Cha-Chi region.™4 Iath fov mi-

4

litary and politiccal purposes that region is divided 1nto four niliteory and ad=-

ministrative districts: the Hopei-Shansi, Hepeil-~Chahar, Hopel-d clio)~Liaoning
(Chi-Je-Liao), and Central Hopeil. Thcfe; districts in turn ~re svbdivided into
sub-districts, of which thecre are 18. 1% Milisary cormand of the Nhin~-Cha~Sal

base has fronm the beginning been vested in Nich Jung-chen, who is also political
cormissar. Hsino Ko has been viece cormandcer, snd Cheng Tzu-hua chairman of the
political department of the Eighth Route Lrmy in this regione.

At the disposal of the Chin-Cha-Chi military cormand are several types af
forces. The first to be considercd are the Eighth Route Arry regularsc At the
beginning of 1945 these were sstinated at about 18,000 for the Hopci-Jehol~Lico-
ning military district and 30,000 for each of the other threc mililary districtse.
The regulars are orgonised generally into regiments, The Hopei-Shansi district
has nine regiments, the Hopei-Chahar eight, the Chi-Je=-Lioo ten, and the Centzy]
Hopei has the 2 Regiment plus 15 "local detachments® with regimental sta't:us,,_;-i'Z/
In the Central Hopei district, at least, each regimental unit operates no.rnily
in o derarked area of one to four hsien, although of coursc several units nay bhe
concentrated by the district headquarters or by a sub-district headquarters for
a sizeable operation. Central Hopei also has four "special detoclusents"t, naned
according to the areas 1in which they operate: the Ping-Nan, Tsin-An, Ching-Ta,
and Ching-Tsang-Chico. These units of specially-picked guerrillas — an aute-
growth of the armed working detachrments -~ nuriber about 500 men eachs They have
the specialised assignment of penetrating the most heavily occupied arcasS, as in

roids at Tientsin, etc.

e —————————y

15/ This region includes alrost all of the orca showm on the map which accompanies *
+h%s report; it also extends beyond the borders of the map except to the
southeast, where the Corrmnists' Shontung Military Region liese

}_6/ A+ least part of all the sub-districts except the second are shown on the
a:gompanying map.

17/ The regular strength in the Chin-Cha-Chi region appcars to have increased
areatly in the past year, by corparing the 1945 estimnte of an American aobe-
sevver with the officinl Corrmnist statement of August 1944 in Yenane The
incrcase is doubtless the result of the Eighth Routc Arrmy 's recruitment
drive in 1944-1945. In nid-1944 the Corrmnists did not clain to hove any
1i~closs reginents® in Chin-Cha-Chij; it 1is not ¥nown whether they still ro-
gard all af their regiments there Qs being "Be-class" and "C-class®,
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The armanent of Eighth Route troops rentins arude ard not plentiful. A
ratio of two rifles to cvery three nea would be considerud forituncite by the
Comramist military leaders for even the regulars, Saae idea of U.e pilitoery
equipnent posszessed by the Eighth Route 4Ty in the Chin-(ha-Chi regicn 1Y be
gained from data secured by an Americon obscrver in the Heoel-Shansi nilitary
district during 1945; this district is probably the best sunnlied of Tnose in
Chin-Cha-Chi.

Forty percent of the Eizhth Route'!s rifles in this rcgion &re 6,5 e —
about a third of which have heen coptured from the Joponese ond two-thirds namu-
Pactured in the Toiyuan arsencl ~nd obtained sone venrs cgo from the cenitirai gOv-
ernment. The rencining S0 pereent oie 7.8 T, rifics, €L foreign monufixe tare oOr
local imitations cf forcien weaponS. The riclos are rEsily woin but are well
cared. for,

About one-third of the light mochine guns possessed by the Cormmumnists in
the region are 6.5 rm, from the Japcmese OT fron Teciyuane. The remolincer arc 7%
of Czech design. The heavy machine guns are rostly 7.9 rm., are old and Worn.
The Corrmnists have eome morc mnodern Japenese products, which, however, can only
use Jepmese arrmnition.

- The Eighth Route Army has 8> rm. nortars from the Taiyuan arsenal and fronm
Nanking. Only two mortars are nllotted to a regiment, bccause of the ahortage
of arrmnition; in fact, in the Hopei-Shonsi district many rortars have been bure
jed sinee they cannot currently be uscd. Grenade-throwers, grenade-launchers,
grenades, and land mines are locally nade, and are in sufficient supplys

Machine-gun and rifle arrmnition are shart, being in part locally nanufac-
tured and in part captured from thc Jopcnesc OF purchased from the puppevSe
Allotments of rmnitions are roughly as follows: four to six hand grenades per
goldier, 30 to 50 rounds per rifle, 30 vo 0 grenades per thrower, 100 to 300
rounds per light machinec gun, 200 to 500 rounds per heavy mochine gun, and five
to ten rounds pcr Mauser pistol. The raxirmn production per month in the Hopci-
Shonsi distriet is: 100 rifles, 65 to 70 grencde-throwers, 250 launchers, 250
pistols, 20,000 rounds of 7.9 . arrunition’ (new; 10,000 rounds re-1loads),
10,0C0 rounds of 6.5 . arrmnition (new; 30,000 rounds re-loads), 200,000 Hand
grencdes, 3,000 rifle erenandes, 3,000 grenades for throwers, 3,000 pounds of CX=
plosives, 100 pounds of srickeless powdcr.

In sddition to the Corrmnist regular forces in the Hopei region thcre are
guerrilla detachnents. Thesc ore both hsien guerrilla de*tachments and ch'® guor-
rilla detachrients (the latter of 20 1o L0 nen eachys. While ordinarily the gucr=-
rillas stay in their own districts they may be ~obilised to operate with the re-
gular forces. dn Merican opserver in Iedruary 1955 cstimated the number of
Corrmnist guerrillas at 40,000 for the Hopei-Shansi district, 16,000 for Hopei-
Chahar, 30,000 for Chi-Je-Liao, and 31,000 for Ceniral Hopei. J&nothcr obaerver,
who had visited the Central Hopel district, stated that only onc-third to cne-
quarter of the guerrillas Were properliy armed and troined, and he discounted

their nilitary cffectiveness — bad discipline in emergencics, CTCa There My
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thus be a substantial differcnec s onaliier oolwecn tho Fpori i lem o £ "an Chi.n~
Chn-Chi megion ond these of other CorTiriet anti danmnobe Lanus in which the '
former corpare unia orablis Wit Pesysate W Bbh oo regions 4t Had besn ces
ported that the gucrrillas were v phet Coown TpoD Sbe Xeg i ian AT, WRY 3 S
quipped on a par wWitl rogular Hrocps, onC IeT -pacloenl pUpIzes 2ac ahout ohe '
sore rnilitary effectlivencss-

The guerrillas, “hile often operating vnden Pesulsr woy Cruelhy ars theo-
retically part of fThe rmch larger illvil il (hin.Choefhi. whe rdaitla vhiNg
out ' ais a nvoluntary" sci'viccCe T+ wags sxiirsied eeriy 2 10hs 1o ToNal GooRl
900,000 in Chin-Cha-Chi, of which 675,000 vTere crganiset in goeraling UnliiSe
Eesile the guerriilas, the riiitia was then estimated TO havea. in gelf-daiense
detechments and sérvice Jetachnents, about 2CC,0J0 i Hopei~Shansil, 100,600 1n
Honei -Chahor, 17C.C00 in Chi-Je-Liao, and 202,020 in Can tral Hoveldo Thesc unlls
arc generally made up of individuals in the 35..55 age Spon: Tha ¢ilitia hoa been
incrcosing in size; 1n Central Hopei a goal o 100,00 for <he entirzs ilitia has
peen reported set for 1945.

In general the militiamen live at horc. Fach merber is rcquired %O neriorm .
about three or four doys’ service a nonth under ordinary circunstances g 0= .

4

)
pulation at large n Comrmunist areas is required TO support the militid Tonrougl
1abor service or contributions. aince the nilitia have crdinary civilian coull-
pations for their living, extra services beyond the normel qucta ere pad o

(a trial systen in Centtral Hopei has set the mate at a little less than four
pounds of millet a day) e

&w—~ Phe chief of staff of the Chin-Cha-~Chi region (Tang Yen-chieh) is concur=-
rently head of the militia., The militla has sihordinote leaders gt the levels
of the nilitary district, sub-districy, helen, ch'd; and ts?anglm/ In this man-
nexr the Eighth.Route.ﬁrmy'and Chin-Cha-Chl cd1diltetnation. control and dircct the
rmilitia despite 1its +heoretical indcpencrllCeo w11y, the militia leaders are

. chosen by the militia leadcrs on the nor+ lower celielonj but aceording to an cb-
server in Central Hopel the elections are free only 2t the level af the hsilen
and below. The rain militia projecis are tac digeing of tunumels, flood control,
entrenchrnent of cart roads (so that they will perrnit passage of no‘larger ve-
hicles than north China carts), destruction of cncry ‘nstallations, guard duty,

R

18/ Sung Yun-pao is head of the militia in the Central Hopei districte
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uniform and arms nanufacture. Observers in the Hopei region have statodthelr
opinion that the militia over nll is o vervy vnlunble adjanet 1o the ¥ightl: Route
* Mmy, especially bacauvse of the auxiliary activities Jubt entionede

The Conduet of Overations. &= between militia ond arry, it has beea scen

L _-H‘np—'
'
- —

that the Eighth Ruuaic Loy scaeratlly controls the milicory cad Parae-nd )l oniy acs
tivities in Cocrmiiist arcas. Withia tae QL. hATeTUr. TRore raiymlils O L4 wod deal
of locel autonory. LIn 1242 and 1043 the presaure CF the ecuneryy gl Lhe L rnnl8t
progiar: of tairplification had brought ehout & fair degree Of W)LY SRt
trolisction, at least in the Centrel PVopei dissriecte THis conf ision nAas 1 DIrace
tice conbtinued desnite the recently raicih improved Corrmmist s.10atlolo Trhe <Oo-
manders of regiments and guerrilla detachments rotain the power of Fegiding o2

4";4‘“-"

their coperations in the great rajority of cases, 'Piors of atigck are frejuently

rl.

submitsted through channels to higher headgliarersS, theugh rerely OGS Sive CalOW
g for prcvious approval. iiigher headguarecrs gencrally follow a poliecy ok e 2 e
terference. Reports are subritted, again through chonnels, after engazementsSe

There is disccrnible in Corrmnist military affairs, ns these have deweloped
in the Chin-Cha-Chi region, & vagic strategy. Nevertheless, tactical considora-
tions have a very close influence oOn what fron week to week 18 done by *he Ei-hth
Route Army in Hopei. It may be appropriate to mention some of these COLSILCET
tions briefly.

Yoang Cheng-wu, cormonder of the Central Hopel district, has stated that the
Eighth Route Arry does not considcr a position worth holding aganst supcrior oY
equal forces unlcss cither the opposition is puppct OT special tactical advom=
tages dictate such & course. Yang sald that he needed three-to-one suneriority
to deféat thc Japanesc docisively, and equal . nurbers agal nst the pupbe ta, S Hrong
points, when guccessfully attacked, arec generally ~bandoned after dectrus bian ox
ipstallations and capture of nateriel, in order to forestall Japomedc coua.er:
attack. These policles are dictated by the necesgity to consSeIve strengil &ad
acquire equiprient. The scasons play an influential part in Corrmunist cpeoiti

-iong
~— the growing kaoliang ond the rcad beds of Paiyangtien Lake affording covel

C

Perhaps onc of the nost remarkablc features of the Central Hopel distriet
is the ability of the Corrmnists to operate in such plain countrys Svewers cf
tunnels arc extrenely important. The big novenent to construct tunncis rcLon
when the Corrmnists were hard pressed on the Hopel plein in May 1942, in nle
20 0, tnd 9 sub-districts of Central Hopel nlriost ecvery village in’ tae Cernailst
areas Lhos & tunnel systen. The 6 sub-district has tunnels in Shen, Shuiy, ein,
and ¥aocheng ccunties. In the 10 sub-disirict — wherc the ecncriv has boen '€ -
lativedy strongly concentratcd — tunnel constructicn has begua only in 155 g
West of the Ping-Han railway there arc roported to bo tunncls in at lcas® Wi,
Moncheng, and Kuyang countiles.

The tunnels have proved of utriost inportance to the Eighth Route Srry for
evasion purposes, and are believed very SCCUTCa The Jovmesc 2arcly tr to eatver
the iTunnels themselves, ond Thelr neasuros to Forrot oub conesalad Eighilh A026CTrS

have soen cffectively countered by ~ho ~ i ists for dhe nost pirfile Ny "l
nels c~e fitted with ports and othe: dovaros Lo Date Thon effective LU e

z T |
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tunncls, Observers report that JELNLIEN a de4iees macbiof 10 SO 2076 mepnin 4
o Corrmnist turne’led st res g Bi Juk LEeRESe S - s w807 el eudbush St i g
dark. The 19I5 Corrvamiss Dridded i Yy o BhG PALL e -2 pore tuannals ond
the conversicn of Iolo frppels Gk S1LLDNE s AL EE G

-

Mobility i1s ~usSO an ~rneadinsly inportan’ soetor in enabling the Ligath

Route Arry to moinvain oparations cn vhc ijupei piain. Onc observer has seated
that Eighth Route urlus col e 27 60 2 dilef an 4 day — without fond oY
sleep, and with an engngerent snatuded — 0CTTYING a11 needed eguipment. Ac-
corcing to his ochsevetion, Bignth f-ub2 urits oould ledve a village in 20 i
utes; no transportation 1s needed for sicn an evaclaction, as 1he nininum neceS-
saries are carried bY sndividuals, and cwppliss Wre anticipoted at the nex?d vil-
1nze Where a suO0p DAY be rinde. District and snh.distriet headquartcrs in Cen.
2] Hopel rarely renain in one locallty nove smon threc ar four Aays at o Tine.
1n +the 9 sub-district, where the +unnel sysien is highly developed, hcadquarvers
staved in one village for six weekes during vagc winter of 1944~1945, thouvgiL fne
oo anese built strong paints on the edge of the village. The American opscTWET
+hought that the corriand functions af the headquarcers suffered as result al-
though no casualties were sustained.

Headquarters staff work in Central Hopel iz noderately good, according to
Anmerican observation. Intelligence af the cnerly situction before an attack 1s
usunlly detailed and saccurate, ‘and a plan jis worked aut very corefully. 1N &X-
ccution of the attack, however, deviations frequently have to be inprovised. In
cne attack, preparcd by the 6 sub-district with special core ag a show picce for
the Ancrican, there Were 1iaison difficulties agegravated paerticularly by vhe
gencral's absence fror: his cormand post to be up forword. The carcful plan
aould not be followed out amd the objective was lost.

Strategy: anw;@_gg_‘ﬁgh_i_ggqg@;}ts_in the Chin-Cha-Chi pegion. The basic
objecetives of the Corxmnists in the Chin-Cha-Chl reglcn are (1) to consolidate
ord pake stronger their nilltary and political position in the areas under {aelir
control, (2) to extend thosc nrcos and dcwvelop new ONCS in the regiaon, (R) to
apoead their influence sn the no-nan's-land between the 1iberated arcas oMd the
evommgly-J apanese-held towns ~nd corrunicotions lines, and (L) to harass Tac
eneny by raiding +thosc gentres and narrow ZoneS. The techniques of rilitaxry
and psychological cucrrilla warfare — with orgonised logal popular suppor®s =

fer necorplishing the objectives are feniliar.

The Hopei-Shansi district, with the Chin~Cha-Chi copittal of Fouping, has
been the strongest Corrmunist distriet in the region = because of its 1long stand.
ing, its favorable jefensive terrain, and 1ts nore devecloped econorilc O, AN S0
<ion. This bose has not, therefore, undergonc rmch change in 1945, nena:iniLg
relatively secure and stoble. Sorne expension has occurred in thc dinectiol of
the Ping-Hon railway, and harassing raids have been mounted fror: the hadSce

In the Hopei Chchar district fairly spectacular gains havc been riade by the
Eighth Route Army this year. Thc toms of Lalyuan, Lingchiu (vwith its airfield)
Truchingkuon, Chalitang, nd Huaion were token. In the vicinity of thesc centres
the Corrunists claimed t0 neutralise Joponese sTrong points. In view of the
jatter fact and the fact that cdministrative cuthoritics were subsequently re-
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ported to be moving into the towns it would seecn thet the Jommnistis ¢ IDC35 to
hold then and orgcnise then as pert <7 tue Hopeld~(Chalnr ne3Ce

Another striking advamce of the Hepei-Chaher Gis rict has becn he liberation
of a stretch of territcry running scuthwest irom Tenar-aaa aud Ohoiw to TYieuachen
and Yangyuan, bounded on the south by the Songahian Rivaw. 1 18 2opil 2345 vhe
Yenon radio cleirned that sinae Decenber 1644 the Coripmists had pacoTeret 1 this
area 1,160 square miles with 327 villages and a populaticn af over 30,030,

The Hopei-Jehol-Liaoning military district, where the Commnmisy hold is
probcbly most precarious in the Ohin.Tha-Chi necion, has also besn the SILNE » 5
expding Eighth Route activitv. 'The siarie rase areads here are relniiwcily amull
but heve nevertheless been growinge Sone expansicn into Manchuria LAas hean as-
coplished — the nore an ashieverent since the Jepanese have sedulousl, smgnt
to kcep the infection of resistonce confined to China, Not only are Japone=e
centrols of travel between Manchurila cnd China over the nain routes very rigor-
ous, but in 1943 the Jop mese are reported to have denuded an area ten niles wide
along the Great Wall from Shanhaikuan well into Chohar in order to naintain a
real frontier. People and villages were safl to have been noved firom this band.

Tn eastern Hopei nurerous engagenents appear to have taken place this year
between the Corrmnists and the Mmchukuo puppet garrison troops. The Eighth
Route Arriy has al so in hit-and-ruh guerrilla raids operated as near to Peining
as Tungchou, Kaoliying, Nulanshan, and Chunmachucng. These operations appear to
have the objeétives of materiel capture, dermoralisation af the puppects and Ja-
panese ftroops, ond the spreading of Corrmunist influencc anong pcople of tae
eountryside — so as to prepare the way for a potential stable base arede

The Central Hopci district in 1945 has been the scgene af inportant Corrmmist
expansion and consolidation of 2 sizeable crea growing in strength. The encLy
has been corpelled and induced to yileld rost of the plain area inclosed ty the
four roilroads south of Peiping. In 1945 the Corrmnists have oaccupied the fol=-
lowing hsien towns: Hsinchen, Wenan, Jenchiu, Hochien, Hsienhsien, Jaoyarg, An-
ping, Shentse, and Wuchiang (37:59 N 115:51 E). It seems probable that the
Eighth Route Army will hold the above points and procced to liberate athers,
further pushing out the margins of the Contrnl Hopei Corrmmnist-controllcc ared.

Anothor success in the Central Hopei distrilcd during the spring of 1945
has been the Corrmunist crossing of tho nYentetn-Cukou railway to liberate an
area of 1,100 square niles south of Tientsiun, east of the rail line, and north
of the Chiehti River. The Eighth Routc ATTy clims os o result to have ocxipied
about 30 miles of sea coast Ou e Cule of Chihli and to have linked up with
the Po-Haoi district of the Shantung Military regiou cn the soutie.

The efforts of the Corrmnists all through the Chin-Cha-Chi region have rce-
sulted in opening thc no-man's-land to freer Corrunist moverent in it and 1in
tending to close 1t to any continuing enery control.,

Fxcent for trunk highways
parallelling the railways, country roads are not travelled by Jopanesc forecs
at night or unless 1n NurbCrs. The Central Hopei district aloims to havce Tee-
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duccd the nurmber of strong points and block housSesS in its territory from 1,753

in nid-1943 to 388 in Dceerber 1944 Obviously with such & developnient TakIng

place the areas between Corrmnist stohle bases and thce heavily occupied zone

nave fallen out of the Japonese Sphercs The Corrmnists now moke the clain that i
rescucd

if an Allied airrnon cores down five 1i or nore frora o town he will be

and kept safc out of encriy handsSe
o have becone rore arbitious 1in
the strongly held Joponese zone 1in Hopel. 4

y have been reported in the 1ast six nonthSe

Tn Deceriber 1944 Corrmnist guerrillas were soid to hove seized WO Gernon con-
sul~r officials at the Tientsin race track. On the night of 15 Noveriber Corrmri-
niss guerrillas were stated to hove atoged Q Jerolition raid on the Japancse -
ccnstlate in Tangshen, killing five. Mentoukou, Paoting, and Shihchiachuang
nave also been The objective of such "deep" raldsSy On one ocaasion the hecadquar=
ters of the 6 Croup Arry of the North China Pacifiecation Arry Wwas the targets
with casualtics arong others to the unit's Japanesc advisers. &b Mentoukou the

Corrmnists are sald to interfcre with cnery coal shiprmentse At Peciping they
fixed posters on WO of the city's gates, calling on the puppet rnilitary and gove

ernrent establishnents 0 desert the Japancse.

Ordinarily, the rail 1ines have been 1eft open to encrytransport and have
not been harassed by Eighth Route deriolitions. HoOWCVETL, in the spring of 1945
taided a railway stantion on the Ping-Hon line 54

to have derailed @ troop

miles south of Shihchiachuang, and on another oceasion
train at a point six rlles farther south. At no tine are Corrmunists borred fromn
Japonesc casurces

crossing the railroads, it appedrs fror a nurber of TcportsSe
to isolate the ve not becn offectuale With snall in-

severcl Corrnnist bases ha
crenents of force wned Allied Al orew agross

Eighth Route parties can escort 4o
a1l the nmajor lines, westward toward Ycnole

The Eighth Route Arryy seens in addition t

its penetration by guerrillas into
nurber of instances of this activit

+he Corrmunists claim to have

jal Institutionse An outstanding feature «f the Corrmunist po-

Corrmunist Soc
1ity wherever found in China is its concern to win enthusicstic popular Suppor -
sphere — 1in which the Corrmnist regine providces

ontside of the strictly nilitary

protection agoinst the Jopanese = and the political sphere = in which for the

£:pss tire the people arc experiencing the progcdurcs of denocratic governricnt —
~fter the econoruc well-being of the

. Corrmnists have been 4ssiduous to look
is policy arc availablce.

A nurber of illustrations of th

northern part of

which spoiled the ~uturm harves?t in a substan-
The Corrmnist adninistration

ng o serious flood in the

i

Tn the swmer of 194l there W
the Hopei plain south of Peiping,

tial area, and cndangered the succeeding Crope
ranoged to collcet extrn grain in other districts 1o distribute in the flood

area and kecp the people fron gtarvation. The taking of neasurces such as this
$s not left out of ~ccount by the populace when the Corrmnists subsequently

seck to convert the area into on Eighth Route Arriy stable base == which the Comn-
runists begen to do 1in the spring of 1945.
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The land policy of the Chln-Cha-Chl region is a subject which has btcoorn gi-
ven rmach publicity by the Corrmnists. They point to the land-rent ard intcroet-
ratec reductions, which began to teke effeet in 1939 and 1940, They also poinv
to the gradual changes which arc toking place in the distribution of land, wlth
the farmers coriing into wider ovnership at the expense of the londlords. Inter-
estingly enough, the Corramnists'! statements reteiling this type of information
have stressed the evoluiionary character of the chonge and said that no further
"lamd revolution" would be necessary. They stress the coopcration of the land-
lords in the region ond the latter's acquiescence in a diminished but still ca-
pitalist position,

" . e

Another econoniic tenet of the Corrmnists is to orgenise the people to pro-
duce nore foocd. They regard this as necessary to provide agolinst emergencies
and for the support of the military ecstablishement. & systen aef scrip has been
instituted in the Chin-Cha-Chi region by which the Eighth Route ALrry troops can

secure food in villages; the scrip is then redecendblc in kind at Corrmnist storee

houses,

At least in the Hopei-Shansi district of the Chin-Cha-Chi region there are
sore of the rore organised entcrprises of a stoble corrmnity. Noar Fouping a
well-dispersed chemical factory produces sulphuriec and nitric acids, alcohol,
ether, glycerine, nitroglycerine, srokeless powder, ycllow powder, nitronaphtha-
lene, silver fulnminate, and mercury fulminate.g-' The nethods and equipnent are
reported prinitive. Also at Fouping the Corrmnists arc said by American air
crewnen Yo hawve a good hospital with good doctors frori the cities of northeast
China, but to be harpercd by want of suppliecs. i nilitory acadeny, for future
unit cormwanders and political officers., is in operation in the Fouping vicinity,
giving a six-ronths' course, One dAmorican obscrver reporitced his opinion that
the treining was not very compcicently carried on, altiough the acadcnmy presented
a favorable appearance.

Educational activitics in various forns arc reporved by Americans to be ae¢-
tively conducted under the supervision of political cormissars; classes, clubs,
dranatic representcotions, and vieckly news surrnries arc enployeds Conferences
of various sorts at liberated arca centres are also an inportant psychological
instrunent of the Corrmnists in obtaining publicity and acclain, Student con-
fercnces and confcrences of nmilitary "heroes" and "model workcrs" Have been held
in the Hopei-Shansi ond €hi-Je-Liao districts during the spring of 19.5. The
kudos of nilitary or agricultural hero status is reported to be scriously regore-
ded by ‘the pcoplc and effcctually employed by the Corrmmunist authoritics,

19/ In November 194/ the respective monthly production figures for the above
products were (in pounds): 12,500: 6,250; 3,750; 1,250; 375; 37~ 6253 1,875;
375; 50; 25. It was hoped to doublc production by March 1945.
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Observers in the liberatcd areas have cgreed in stating that rclatioas ba-

twecn the local population and the Eighth Route Arnmy cor Corrmnist adminigeration
are excellent. Arncricons have 2l so rerarkad on the considceration wisth which

Eighth Route troops treat the uv_ﬂ. p-.,t,t.,.". acc - O new experience for ‘che HCONLC

with Chinese as well as foreign avnidi~zs, In conclusion on this subject 1t cpn
only be secid that the Cormmnishs ""‘V"“ -‘TSOJ":G a greg.,t popular success with their
social instsitutions in the Chin.Cno-*hi reglon
Non-Corrnnist Resis’c ance Elenents

Unlike Shantung, thc Hopci 7:oicn contains almost no frankly anti-Japonese
clements that are not Corrwmnis: Lo e southecst corner of the region covercd
by the accompanying map — ara -~oerlliy “ov the nmost part in the province of )
Shantung — 1s an area probfﬁlv i boecouwolled by central-governnent guerril-
las. This district has bhecn reneried 25 wart of a non-Corrmnist pocket in which

were located the 6 Pcace Prescrvetica Frigade under Chang Tzu-liang (about 3,000
strong) and another peacc prescrras”on wnit under Liu Ching-liang (5,000); the :
latter is reported to have been killed in aciion during March 1945, and thc fate

of his unit is not known; according to one report the unit continues an independcen
existence under a2 new comander, It is not believed that either of these central-
governrient guerrilla groups is very formidable, and their futurec seems at best in-
secure in view of their isolation from other non-Corrmnist guerrillas and in view

of the Corrmnist pressurc on their borders — virtually cencircles as they are by

the Eighth Route Arny. , —~

The only otheor non-Corrmnist resistance group known to exist in the Hopel
region is onc west of Shanhaikuan, with concentrations at Taitouying (40:02 N
119:11 E) ond Shuangwang (39:55 N'119:02 E). This is a body clainied by its cone
nmander to nurber 4,000 guerrillas, 2,000 of whon arc armed, nostly with rifles.
The cormander, Weng Ko-i, is a graduate of the Whampoa Military lLcadery, and la-
ter scrved under General Wang Fu-lin in north Chine, General Wang's forces,
which had becn evacuated from Manchurle in 1931, were heavily defcated by the
Japanese in 1937 and becane largely disorsmised. At this time Wong Ko-i is said

to have been designated by the Natinral ¥ilisnry Council to orgeanise resistance
activitles in the triangle Pciping- .ij_r. civtain -Shanhaikuon, He ‘maneged to recrultd
tvo 1eceinents fronm Uané, Pu=-lin's c.ompmy oar or these, however, laber deserted the
ccntral. governrent., s/ Wang Ko-1 & acaf force is reported to undertake riiner
herassing operations agal nst j:.:*r‘ Jopouose, osceasionally cutting tclephone lincs
and ﬁtteoklng Japanese patrols. His cosvikioms have becorme constricted by tho
eralyy 's heavier guarding of - ‘~ raf oy, Weag does not have any corrmnication
with the central-goverurment guor—iit .2 in Swontung. Wang's group was formerly

e I o e s T T —— e
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2¢/ Tﬂ’S was the regimcnt under Iu Cheng-tsao, which joined the Eighth Route
Arny in Central Hopel.
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on good terms with the Corrmnists and coopcrated with then, Sinas 1y'1, however,
there has been hostility, owing to a rivalry over procuring nilitary suollicS,
The Chungking regine maintains sone other activities in the Hopeil reglon
looking toward its eventual rc-establishment there. The intelligence scrvice
of the Kuonintang Board of Orgenisation has some agents in the reglona Likewise,
the Tai Li agoncy has operatives in Hopei. It does not appear that thesc cen-
tral-governnent rcpresentatives corry on any regular propaganda work ar foster
sabotage against the Japecnese. . Their main activity seens to be intelligence,
carricd on cctively against the Corrmnists, at least by the Tai Li men: tae Lat-
ter, with their radio sets, cre occasionally apprchended by the Eighth Route Arny
~operating on the fringes of Corrmnist basc areasSe

The Chungking ogents probably ol so mointain liaison with the puppets in Ho-
pei. This connection is obvicusly an inportant onc for the central goverinaent,
which hopes later to gain their open allegiance, Onc report’ states that Chung=-
king contact is maintcined with Tu Hsi-chun, cormender of the North China Paci-
fication Arry. The visit of some puppet representatives in the winter of 194l -
1945 to Chungking from north China was wvery possibly arranged by central-govern-
nent agents in Hopel.

Puppet Civil Affairs

Since the Japencse occupation in north Chinabegan, and particularly in the
last year or two, econonic conditions in the Hopel region have declined substan-
tially, although one could by no means point to the region'as the one of nost
acute and chronic suffcring in China, A nurber of factors, induced by the war
and Japanese controls, have corbined to make living harder for the Chinese popu-
lation: scarcity of corrwoditics only partly relieved by rationing, price rises
and recent depreciation of the FRB currency, dccline of public utility serviges,
conpulsory contriputions in aid of Japanese war projects, the closure of schools
since 1 April 1945 so that student labor noy be cobtalned for war factoricse. Thesc
are attested ond agreed to by a large nurber of reports on conditions in the nortl

The poltical result is doubtless alienation from the Jop cnese-doninated rule,
regarded at best as a necessary evil in north China. Reports agrcc that eneny
propaganda, including the sponsorcd Hsin Min Huil, has proved an entire failure,
In large part of course the syrmpathy now fclt with the Allied causc is owing to
the obvious dircction of the wor's fortuncs. Such sentiments appear to be ex-
pressed in north China where there is safety fromn the Japancse to do 8O. Illegal
listening to nocn-Jap mese-controlled brocdcasts scems to be fairly widespread,
and the oral tradition of news and rurmors is volumninous.

The question may be asked, vhen will the puppets in north China openly de-
sert thc Japancse and actively support thc Allies. One high-echelon cvent of
intercst in this connection was the resignation of Wang Ko-min in February 1945
fronn the chairrmmnship of the North China Political Affairs Cormission. B
health was given as the reason; and this explanation is not impossible in view of
Wang's age, since he is over 70 yecrs old. Other circumstances ray illuminate
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his replacenent with an additional explanation. In the two months before Walg
resigned, his daughter is reported to have made a trip to Chungling and at S5Shas
tirme to have conferred with the Genercolissiro. {4 Chinese observer, in tiac vhuweo-
king governrient scrvice, who was in Peiping during the period, stated that wrug
Ko-nin was disinclined to toke nore active reasures of collaboration as thoe v av
progressed, and that natters came to & head over the issue of comscription. o
Japenese Arryy in north China is said to have regarded hinm as lacking vigor for
the prosecution of their cause and to have suggested his petirenent, through G
plomatic ¢hamnels. The suggestion was quickly accepted. Other Chinese, and
Aericans, who have known Wang state that he never regorded collaboration oo
scriously and was looking for an opportunity to withdraw, Wang Koe-min was rc-
placed by Wang Yin-tai, long a member ol the Political Affairs Cormission ani *he
head of its general affairs department. Reports agree that he is a convinccd and
rore enthusiastic puppet; he has been.a;nmmMEE of the infu clique, is 2 retumned
student fron Germany, and has a German wife —/

Perhaps sone general conclusions ney be offered on the question of puppet
turn-over fron the Japmese to the 4llies., First,with respect to puppet nilitary
forces: It can be said that there is very little likelihood that any puppet for-
ces would adhere to the Joponcsc to the very end and shore a coriplete military
defeat with the latter. The mor?g%}fficult question is the tinming of a shift in
puppet allegiance and activities. .

21/ There have been continuing rumors that the Nenking governnent would rove to 7
Peiping and becorie in fact consolidated with the northern puppet reginc. It
is even reported that buildings in Peiping have been set aside for the pur-
pose. The death of Wang Ching-wei and the possible irmincnce of an Allied
invasion of China perhaps tend to support belief in such a riove. On the
other hmmd, it econ scarecly be expected that the rivalries between Peiping
and Nanking — supported respectively by the Japcnese nmilitary cormaonds in
the two areas - have substentially dininished. Two Chinese obscrvers whc
left Peiping in the spring of 1945 negatived the idea that the Nanking rog me

would riove north. In fact, both stated that reports werc current of tho
Japanese Erperor's roving to Mm churia, while Pu I should come to Pelpi=i:
"Two suns could not shine in one sky". In this connection it is intercs.i=g
to note the agreerient of reports that 22 hsien in northeast Hopel have not
only becorie a garrison area for Monchburian puppet units but have even bcen
transferred for adminsitrative purposes to the puppet Manchukuo.

22/ Puppct nilitary units formerly part of the central governnent's forces can
be expected at sone time to come over to the anti-Jopanese sides This my al so
turn out to be true of many of the ldcal or provincial puppet units. Sone,
however, who were nilitary bandit forces (associated with the Japmesc or war-
lords in north China before 1937) riy rctain for scric period an anti-central
governrient or indepcndent position.
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As far as puppet nilitary leaders are concernad, it would scer: th..t Jrey
would change sides at thne earliest roment when they believed a hransfae cov vl
be cffected without cxrvosing the puppets to substontial reprisals or couavir-
neasures. It is to be expected that local puppet leaders will celeguidate Very
carefully when they can safely change over :in their irmediote arca. Before that
tine their strategy would be a "slow-down® manoceuvre 1O the naxirmm extent they
considered possible, with respect to cooperating with the Japanese, Weil Knovi-
ing which way thc wind was blowing.

There is little reascn to believe that the puppet ranks would revolt against
their leaders and set up active anti-Jopcnese military units before the time when
the puppet highcr-ups concluded that the strategic moment had arrived, However,
the process of the nmelting-away of puppet forces — through sirmple desertions,
and occasional going over of groups, with thelr equipment, to the Eighth Route
Arny (particularly in the case of loaa puppeis) - may be ecxpected TO continue anc
even increase. The event of Allied invasion in north China would very possibly
serve to accelerate the melting-away in wban areas, where the Japanese systen of
controls is clearly stronger than in outlylng areas assigned to puppet units for
garrisoning. In the latter areas the puppet forces could be expected ©to Stay rore
intact, and as such to chmmge sides openly soonex than in the cities and larger
towns,

The above considerations would scen to apply also To puppet civilian offi-
cials. Perhaps o6nc qualification should be made aerc to the above general state-
nents: i. e., in the case of the highest puppet milrtary and civil leaders, such
as Wang Yin-tai; these individuals arc more tied To the Japmese than those lower
down, and they can expecs possibly unfavorable treatment Ifrom even the Chinese
central-government authority in the event of its re-establishment in north China.
While it is to be exvccted that the Chungking attitude toward puppets generally
will be very lenient, the administration would be likely to find it politically
necessary to netec out some punishment to the ricst notorious collaborators, £Ac-
cordingly, some of the highest puppets night be more inclined to adherc longer
to the Japenese. This would possibly be more true in the case of civilian of-
ficials that of militeory leaders. Most of the major military leaders anong the
puppets in north China are former officers in the central-government army; 1t
seenns probable that they went over to tae Japanese with Chungking acquilescence
or later established Chungking rapport. The arrangenent whereby thcy engaged
primarily in anti-Corrmmnist activitles served the purposes of both the central
governnent and the Jepancse occuplers. 1AC highest pupnet civil leaders, on the
other hand, were not generally associotcd with the central govermnnent before 1937,
although soric of them have undoubtedliy adc connections with Chungking since tThat
tine.

A further corplication in the puppet situation of Hopei as elsewherec in north
China is the antagonisnm of the puppects towarc Tiae Corrmnists, although this is
probably rmch less on the part of local puppets and at the lower echelons, where
fraternisation and other dealings arc consistonily reoported to take places i 5l 1 -
appearcd at the time of an Allied 1lnvasion ol north China that the Corrmunists ra-
ther thon the Kuoniintang were going to be in contircl there, such a belief on the

part of the puppets might well inciine soric of them o prolong their association
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with the Japanese. Conversely, the puppets of a particular area right oC 1. ..
to continue with the Japonese and keep up a holding action against the Zigah v
Route Army if the puppets believed that a little nore waiting would sce lua2 o
rival of eentral-governnent forces to take over.

The Chinese Donmestic Conflict

The bove discussion has led to the Kuomintang-Corrunist issue 1n China.
which is of great inportance for north China ond the Hopei region, 4s 1t has
becen seen, the central government, through gucrrilla groups, has little steengti
in Hopei, while the Corrmniste firialy hold substontial portions of the rura’!
areas. Chungking's hope for securing cdominion of the region has to be pinndd
on the urban zones and corrmunication lines, where cffective support r¥y b2 £
cured and where central-government forces could rove in directly to replace i.ae
Japanese without permitting the Corrwnists to get fall control, Alllcd miliiary
help, in the form of equipment, carmoisming, and the presence of units to bacxk
up the central-government administrators noving 1in, is clearly sought,

Without an over-all settlerment between Chungking and Yenan, SOMC nelsto™
of civil war in Hopei can only be expected to ensue, L critical point would b
reached at the tire when effec¢tive Jepenese control in the area ceased - as the
result of a general surrcnder, or of the Japanese being driven from the area by 2
invading force. The Corrmnists would attenpt to take over throughout the region,
and would be opposed by rany puppets and whatever other powier the eentral govern-
rnent could bring to bear. Similarly, the Corrmnists would oppose tO their utmost
an atteript of Chungking to step into the space left by the JapaneSec — even thoug .«
the central government were supported by the United States, in all probability.,

Thug the problems facing an Lllied invading force in Hopei would be very
grave, Effective "local" solutions to avoid political involvenent in the Chinecse
doriestic conflict would practically be unattainable, since in every act concernin,
local affairs the Allied cormand would be regarded by one side as helping the
other in the internal struggle.  A)lied administration, even if practicable
from a diplomatie point of view, would not avert the issue because of the nc
cecsaity to work with and utilise Chinese elenents.

23/ Since the Hopei region is recognised as part of China, an Allied nation,
an administration other than by the recogniscd governnent of China would
doubtless not be considered appropricte, in contrast to the case of occupied
cneryy territory. Clearly, Chungking does not countenacc the possibility,
but proposes to installits own administrations At the end of June 1945
the central government appeinted General Sun Licn-chung to be chairman of
the Hopel provincial governrent.




UNIT
-~ # 59 Pivision
* 63 Division
# 65 Division
@ 110 Division
# 113 Diwvision
@ 11}, Division
@ 115 Division
@ 117 Divisilon
& 118 Division
@ 3 Armored Division
@ 1 IVB
* 2 IVB
& 3 IMB
# 5 IMB
* 8 IMB
# 9 IMB

66 IMB
@ 92 IMB
# 1 IIB
* 2 11B
& 10 IIB
@ 11 IIB
@ 1) IIB
@ ), Cavalry Brigade

* in Hopel region

& in north Shansi region

APPENDIX A

Japanese Units in Narth China

LOCATION

Tsinam (36341 N 117:00 E)
Peiping

Tungshan (34:18 N 117:16 E)

Loyang (34:49 N 112:26 E)

Laoyao (34:47 N 119:27 E)
Linfen (36:05 N 111:31 E)
Nanyang (33:03 N 112:3Z E)
Hsinhsiang (35:19 N 113:53 E)

Tatung (40:06 N 113:14 E)

Hsiangcheng (33:50 N 113:28 E)
Hantan (36:37 N 114:28 E)
Kalgan

Yuanping (38:42 N 11Z:46 E)
Tsingtao (36:04 N 120:19 E)
Ten gshan

Tehsien (37:27 N 116:17 E)
unlocated in north China
Hsihsiakou (33:30 N 111:22 E)
Tzuyang (35:36 N 116:54 E)
Shihchiachuang

Yangchuan (37:50 N 113:36 E)
Yingshan (31:37 N 113:52 E)
Luan (36:05 N 113:1}4 E)
Yencheng (33:36 N 114:02 E)

# in Shantung region

S THE TR ]
13, 00C
13,000
19,000
20,000

13,500

13,000
13,500
13,ooof
13,000
10,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
5,000
5,000
5,000

5,000

5,000

5,500

- @ in south Shansi-Honan
region
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Manchurian Units in Hopei Region and Southwest Manchuria

UNIT
* 3 Mixed Brigede
* § Mixed Brigade
7 Mixed Brigade
* 18 Mixed Brigade
2!, Mixed Brigade
* 25 Mixed Brigade
* 26 Mixed Brigade
2 Brigade
5 Brigade
6 Brigade
7 Brigade
* 8 Brigade
9 Brigade

10 Brigade

1 Hsingan Cavalry
Brigade (separate)

* Pacification Di-
vision

LOCATION

South of Chengte

Northwest of Tangshan

Pingchuan (41:01 N 118:35 E)
Tingtu, Tangku

Chinhsien (41:07 N 121:07 E)
Northeast of Tangshan, Weiche.ng
Chengte

Takouchen (41:14 N 116:37 E)
Waikoumentzu (41:55 N 116:30 E)
Fengning (41:14 N 117:08 E)
Chihfeng (42:18 N 119:00 E)

East of Peiping
unlocated

unlocated

Linhsi (43:32 N 118:28 E)

Chengte

*shown on accompanying map of Hopei region

SECRET/C ONTROL

STRENGTH

3,000 '
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000

1,400

5,000
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Puppet Units in Hopei Region

UNIT LOCATION SIMBNYTHE
¥ 1 Group Army Macheng L, 000
* Z Group Army Paoti-Yutien-Ningho area l; ,0CO
* 3 Group Army Loting l; ,000
¥ § Group Army Luanhsien 1,000
* 6 Group Army Paoting 6,000
* 7 Group Army Yungching 6,000
* O Group Army Tientsin l;,000
* 10 Group Army Yutien. 6,000

Anti-Commumnist Tzuhsien (36:22 N 114:23 E)

First Route Army

United Salvation Paoting

Army

Autonomous Pacifi-  Peo ting

cation Army
¥ 2 Engineer Regiment Chohsien | 1,500
* 3 Engineer Regiment Luanhsien 1,500
* 2 Group Regiment Hsuanhua s 2,000

(Mongolian Paci-
fication Garrison)

* shown on accompanying map of Hopel region
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