(8)

An Account of a Book, intituled, Conghietture del
Dottor Pietre Anton. Michelotti, Filofofo, e
Medico d’ Arco, fopra la Natura, Cagione e
Rimedi dell’ infermitd regnanti ne” Animali
Bovini di molte Cittd, ¢rc. Nell’ Autunno
del” Anno cadente,; 1711. In Venezia, 1712,

HE Learned Author of this Difcourfe happen-
 ing to fpend fome time in the Country about
the Month of O&ober, in the Year 1711, took that
opportunity of making a particular Enquiry intothe
circumftances of the Mortality, that then reign'd a-
mong the Black Cattle in- the Penetian Territorics.
The refult of which he gives in this relation, having
been an Eye-Wittnefs to the greateft parc of the Fadts
herein contain’d, and having receivid the relt upon

the place from Perfons of lategrity and Credit.
Almoft all the fick Cattle refufed every fort of Food
and Drink, they hung their Heads, had fhiverings
in sheir Skin, and in their Limbs, they breath’d with
difficulty, and their Expiration in particular was ac-
rended with a fort of ratcling noile, they were fo
feeble, that they could {carcely go or ftand upon their
Legs. Some few of them cat a little, and drank
very much; others had Fluxes of Excrements vari-
oufly colourd of a very offenfive fmell, and fre-
quently tinged with Blood : Many of them had their
Heads, and their Bellies {well’d in fuch a manner,that,
upon clapping them with the Hand on their Paune
ches
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ches, or along the Vertebrz of the Loins, they founded
like a dry Bladder when full blown. In fome the
Urine was very turbid, in others of a bright fiaine
Colour. In comparing the Pulfes :of the found Cat-
tle with thofe of the difeas’d, he found the latter to
be quicker and weaker. There was but little beat
perceivable by ‘the touch -in any *of them, their
Tongues were foft and moift, but their Brecath was
exccedingly offenfive. Befides thefe particulars he was
inform'd by thofe, who attended the fick Cattle, and
by other Perfons worthy of Credit, that in fome of
thefe Beafts they had obferved crude Tumors in fe-
‘veral ‘parts .of the Body, as likewife watery Puftules
and diforderly motions of the Head, with dry, black,
-and fiffur'd Tongues; that in others of them they
‘met with Tumours, that came to Maturation, putrid
Matter iffuing from the Mouth and Noftrils, Worms
in the Fxces, and in the Eyes, bloody fweats, and
the falling off of the Hair. _

In comparing the Flefh of the Carttle dead of this
Diftemper, with that of others killd for the Market,
he found the Mulcles in the former lying immedi-
atcly under the Skin to be fomething livid. Having
opened the three Cavities of the Body, he applied him-
felf with the utmoft diligence to examine the Brain
with it’s Membranes ; the Trachaa, Oefophagus, Lungs,
Heart with its Auricles, the Vena Cava, Aorta, and
Diaphragm: the Liver, Spleen and other parts of the
Tower Venter. In all which there was no difcern-
able difference, either as to figure, fize, contents, i-
tuation, or connexion, with the neighbouring Parts,
from what was obferv'd in found Cattle killd by
the Butcher, except the particulars hereafter menti-
on'd. The bBlood found in the Ventricles of the
Heart, in the Pulmonary Veflels, in the AortaC and
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Cava; though ftill warm, was confiderably blackifly,
and near a Coagulation. In opening the upper and
middle Cavity, the fcent was offenfive, but tolerable
enough, wherecas the Stink, that proceeded from the
lower Belly, was not to be endur’d without prejudice:
In fome few Carcaflesthe Vifcera differ’d frem cheir
natural State, with regard to their fize, their confife
tence, their contents, colour and {mell. In many of
them the Paunch was found very- much contracted
and dry’d, with a hard Subftance contain’d in ir. In
others the Lungs were {well'd and livid, the Liver
tumified, and the Brain watery and putrid..

Upon obferving the abovefaid ftate of the Blood
in the Cattle Dead of this Diftemper, he was defi-
rous to fee what condition it was in, while the fick
Beafts were yet living. With which defign having
order’d feveral of them to be blooded, he found the
Blood not to iffue cut of the Veflels in a continued
Stream, as ufual, but with a broken and interrup-
ted Flux, one Part of the Blood not immediately
fucceeding another. Having caus’d rhe Blood to be
receiv’d in proper Veficls, and fufferd it to fland for
fome time, hec found it intirely coagulated, without
any Separation of the Serum, and attached to the fides
of the Veflkls, with a- reticular Pellicle upon the Sur-
face expofed to the Air. All the Caule which were
blooded, being Eighteen in Number, died in a few
days after the bleeding, one only excepted, in which
the Vein was open'd upon its being firflt taken ill.

Having enumerated all the Symptoms of the Dif
temper, the Author concludes from the whole, <hat
the Sicknefs among the Cattle was a Malignant Pefi«
ilential Fever, killing almoft all thole thar were in-
fe&ted with it.

The
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The immediate caufe of this he takes to be a pra-
ternatural thicknefs of the Blood occafion’d by a be-
ginning Coagulation of thofe parts of it, which con-
fticure the Craffamentum, whereby the Globules of
the Blood, and the particles of the Serum were im-
prifon’d in i fort of Reticulum form’'d by the Union
of the Fibres of the Blood.

The occafional Caufe of this Sicknefs he deduces
from the cold and wetnels of the Seafon, which
reign’d all the preceeding Year from October 1710,
to November 1711. Which Obfervarion is worthy
of remark, fince the Scafon preceeding the Mortality
among the Cattle here in England was remarkably
dry, and yet the Symptoms of the Diftemper agreed
with thofe obferv'd in Ztaly, as may appear from the Ac-
count given by the Learned Mr. Bates, Surgeon to his Ma-
jefty’s Houthold in Philo[ophical Tranfactions, No. 358

For the particular manner in which this learned
Gentleman endecavours to account Mechanically for the
thicknefs of the Blood in thefe Animals, from the
condition of the Seafon, and from that thicknefs of
the Blood to deduce all the particular Symptoms of
the Diftemper, as likewife for his Conjectures con-
cerning thofe Medicines, which might have been fer-
viceable to the fick Cattle ; he not having made tryal of
any, we muft refer the Curious to the Treatife it felf,

F I N I S.

E R R A T A
No. 363. Fig. 8. A B, which by miftake of the Graver, is {haded and
made to reprefent a Hollow Cone, ought to be only two lines meeting
in an Angle, to reprefent a perpendicular Se&ion thro® tweo inclined
Planes. No. 364. p. 24+ 1. 4. for Biguadrate read fguare,
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