(1028)

bignefs of che Sea-Salt made by Fire; bat oursisof the fizeof 2
Pepper-grain,and of a Cubical {hape,

T he Marithes are preferv’d from one year toanother by over-
flowing them , fo that the water be near a foot highabove the
Marithes,

There are Marithes, thatare not feparated from the Seabut

by a ditch of 20, or 30, foot large: othersare further diftint,re-.

ceiving the Water by Channels, that are made according to
the Scituation of the Marith:s, To preferve this Ditch, it is
ftrengthened with ftones from the foot to the top , as we ufe to
pave fireets, ,

The Timber of the Marifhes , if it be of good Oak, keeps

near thirty years; bat there is- ufed but licele Wood, all the
Ditches and Apertures being done with ftones,

, An Anfwer
To fome Inguiries eoncerningthe Eruptions of Mount ZEtna, An;

1669, Communisated by fome Inquifisive Englifs Merchants,
nom refiding in Siaily.

TOuching the Forerunners of this Fire, there was, for the
fpace of 18, days , before it broke out, a very thick
dark sky in thofe parts, with Thunder and lightning and fre-
quent Concuffions of the Eirth , which the people make terri-
ble reporcs of , thoughI never faw nor heard of any Buildings
caft down thereby , favea fmal rown or village , call’d Nicolof 5
about halfe a mile diftant from the New Mouth , and fome fuch
other{light Buildings among thofe Towns, that were after
over-run by the Fire. Befides, it was obferv’d th. tt ¢ Old top
or Mouth of e£zradid, for 2,0r 3. months before, rige more
thanufual 5 thelike of which did 7olcan and Strombilo, two
Burning Iflands to the Weft-ward, And the top of e £1#s muft
abous the fame time have funk down intoitsold #orago r hole,
inthat’tis agreed by all, that had feen this movatumn before
that it was very much lower’d. Other Forerunners of this Fire
Thave not heard nor met with,

It fizft broke out on the Eleveath of March 669, abour two
tours before night, and that oa the Saw. 4-Eaf- fide ox skirt of
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the Mountain, about 20. miles beneath the Old Mouth 3 and
10, miles from Catania, Atfi:ftic wasreported to advance 3,
miles in 24, hous; turat our being there (viz, April 5 ) when
we were come within a fho:t mile of Catania, it 1carce mov’d
afcer therate of a fu:long aday; and after this degree of pro-
grefs it continued for 15, orz20, daysafter, paffing under the
walls of Cataniaagood way into the Seas but about thelatter
end of this Munthand the beginning of May ( whether it was
that the Sea could not receive this matter fuft enough, or ra-
therthat the Mouth abovedid caft forth a larger quantity ) it
bent all its forceagainft the City ; and having wronghe itfelf
up even withthe Wals thereof, over it pafs’d indivers placess
but its chief fury fell upon a very flately Convent, which was
that of the BenediéZins , having large Gardens and other ground
betwixt them and the Wall : Which when it had filled up, it
fell withall its force on the Convent,where it met w th ftrong re-
fiftance, which madeit fwell ( as ufually it di*ywhereit met with
any Obftruction ) almoft as high,as the higher Shops ia the Old
London Exchange, this Convent being bule much after
that fathion, though confiderably bigger, Some partsof this
Wall were driven in, wholeand entire,almoft a foot, asappear-
ed by the rifing of the tyles inthe midft of the floor,
and bending of the Iron-barrsthat went crofs above, And ’dis
certain, had this Torrent fallen infome other parc ot the Town,
it weuld have made great havock amongft their ordinary Buil-
dings , but here its fury ceafcd the 4, of May, run. ing hence
forwardinlittle channels or ftreams | and that chiefly intothe
Sea, Ithad overwhelmed ia theupland- contry fome 14, Towns
and villages , whereof fome were of go d note, contai ing 3
or 4 thouand Inhzbitants , and ftood 1na very fruitful and plea-
fint Ceuatry, where the Fire hadnever made any devift:tion
before : butnow there is not{y much as any fign, wherefuch
Towns have ftood 5 only the Church and Steeple of one of them 5
whic!. ftood aloneupon an high ground,does ftill appeare,

As to the matter, which thus ran., .it was nothing elfe, bue
divers kinds of Met:ls and Minerals, readred liquid by the
fiercen. {s of the Fi e in the bowels of the Exrch, boyling up
and guhing rosily, Lke the water dothatthe head of feme greac
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Rivers and having runin a full body for a good Stones caft
or more, thecxirennities thereof began to crult and cur-
dle,becoming, when cold, thofe hard porous Stones, which
the people call Sciarrihaving the neareft refemblance to huge
Cakes of {ea-cole; fullofa fierce Fre, Thefecame rolingand
tumbling over one another , and where they met with a bank,
would fill up and fwell over, by their weightbearing downany
common building , and burning up what was comtuftible, The
chief motion of this matter was forward, butitwasal{odilating
it {elf, as a Floud of Water would doe oneven ground , thrus-
ting out feverall Armes, or Tongues, as they call them,

Abont 2, or 3, oftheClock in the night we mounted an
h'gh Tower in Catania, whence we had a full view of the
Mouth; which wasa terriblefight , viz.to fee fo great a mafs
or body of meer Fire, Nextmorning we would have gone up
to the Mouthitfelf, but durft not come nearer thana furlong
off, for feare of being overwhe'med bya fudden turncf che
wind, which carried upintothe Air fome of that vaft pillar of
Athes , which to ourapprehenfion exceeded twice the bignefs
of Pauls Steeple in London,and went up ina ftreight body toa
farr greater hight than that; the whole Airbeing thereaboutall
cover’d with the lighteft of thofe Athesblown off from the top
of this pillar : And from the firft breaking forth of the Fire untill
itsfury czafed ( bring 54. days ) neither Sun nor Starr were feen
in all that pare,

Frem the ontfide of this p lar fell off great quintity of Stoaes,
but none very bigg, neither cou'd we difcernany Firein them,
nor come to fee, where that fiery ftuff broke cut, there being
a great bank or hill of Athes betwixticand us,

At the Mouth, whence iffued the Fire, or Afhes,or both,
was a continu:l noife, likethe beatingof great waves of the
Sea aeainft R cks, orlike thuader a farr off, which fome-
times Thave heard here in Mesfina, thoughfituited at the foot
of highhils and 60, miles off, It hath alfo been heard 100,
miles Nordward of this place, in Calabria ( s have been cre-
dibly icformed , ) whither the Afnes haveal(o beencarried - And
{>me of our {zamen havealfo reported, that their decks were
covered thevewithat Zant, though its likely noe very thick,

of
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Of thofe Burnt Stonesor Sciarri, 1 have fome by me of di-
vers qaalities, and fhall procure what morelcan, to be fent
by the firft paffage.

About the middle of May we made another Journey thither,
where we found the face of things much alcered,the City of Cats-
nia being three quarters of it compafled round with thefe Sciarri,
as high as the top of the Wals 5 and in many placesic had broke
over, The firft n'ghtof cur arrivala new ftreame or gucter of
Fire broke forth among fome Sciarri, which we were wal-
king upon an hour or two before, and they wereas high
as to be even with the top of the Wall, It powred itfelf
downinto the Citty in a fmall gucter of about 3. foot broad ,
and 9. foot long of meer Fire, the extremities ftill falling off
into thofe Sciarri; but this ftreame was extindt by the next
morning , thoughic had filled up a great void place with its
Sciarri, The next night was another much bigger Channel dif-
covered , powring itfelf over another partot the Wall into the
Caftle-ditch, which continued (aswe were informed ) {ome
days after our departure, Divers of thofefmal Rivolets did run
at the fame timeinto the Sea, and it does fo flill ac this very
day, thoughfaintly,

It was obferved , that thofe ftreams of Fire never grew broa-
der nor vifibly longer , nor moved out of the place , they were
feen in; which puc usa little more to examine their working,and
we did conclude, that not only then, but in thefuary alfo of
its ruoning , icmade it felf certain crufted gutters torunin, to
keep itfelf, as’twere from the Air, which by degrees did cool
and fixit, as more plainly appear’d above at the Mouth,where,
the fiift time of our going thither, we found the Sciarrs ge-
nerally thus coold ani fixt, And hence alfo it might proceed,
that thefe live Sciarri, meeting with anybank or high ground,
would puffand fwell up, till they had overcome it; fo thatin
many places, efp:ciallyunder the Wals of Catania, were Val-
lys of thofe Sciarri, and the Fire never brok forch, or dif-
covered itfelf in thofe ftreams , until ic had gain’d its hight 5
for thoferivelets ever went declining,

Having {pent a couple of days about Catanid, we ~gin
went up to the Mouch , where now withuut any dangerot Fire

or
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ot AMheswe could takea afreeview both of the old and niew
Channel of theFire,and of that great mountainof Afhes caft up.
That,which we gueffed to be the old bed or channel, was a
three- corner’d plotof about 2, Acres, with a croft of Sciarri
acthe bottom, and upon that a fmal cruft or furfaceof Brim-
ftome. Itwas hedg’d in on each fide with a great bank or hill
of Afhes, and bebind and at the upper endrofe up that huge
mountain of the fame matter, Between thofe two banks the
Fire feems to have had its paffage, At the upper end in the
nook upon alittle hillock of crufted Sciarri wasan hole aboue
10, foot wide , whence ’tis probable the Fire iffued 5 and it
might have had feveral other fuch holes, fince either ¢ ufted
over orcovered with athes, At the bottom of this hole the
Fire was feento flow along , and belew it wasa channel of fire,
beneath that furface of Sciarri , which being cleft a top for fome
fpice, we had an eafy and leifurable view of the metal flowing
along, whofe fuperficies might bea yard broad, thcugh poffi-
bly it carried agreater breadth underneath, the gucter going
floping, What depthit had,we could not guefs: it was impene-
trable by Iionhooks and other Inftruments we had, We were
vety defirous to have got fome of this matter at the spring
head , but we cculd penetrate no more intoit, then with ones
finger intothe palme of the hand. *Tis likely, that fome run-
ning may have been moreyielding, than we found this. From
this channel but efpecially from that holeabove it , iffued great
ftore ofaftrong fulfureousfmoak , wherewith fome of our com-
pany wireat ficft almoft ftifled through inadvertency, Abouc
once in a quarcer of an hour there would rife a pillar of fmoak
or afhes , but nothing comparable to the former 5 which feem’d
to come from the middle top of that new made Mountain. I
confefs, it was an omiffion in us, not togoe up to this moun-
tdin, being {onear 5 but becaufe it wis troublefome and not
without danger, the reft of the company being fatisfed wich
what they had already feen,would not ftay o fee any more,
Atthis cur lalt being at Catania we fuad the people bufyin
barricading the ends ot fome fircets and paffages, where the
thotght the firemight break in 3 amd this they did by pulling
down the old houfes thereabout, and layingup the loofe ftones
i
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in mannet of awall, which they faid would refift the fire 45 soc -
being mixt with lime; though it was the great weight and force
of that fiery matter in prefling forward, and not its burning ,
that overthrew the buildings, as plainly appeared in the Con-
vent of the Bepedittins, and in the Town-wals, where the
great deluge of Fire did pour it felf; it not brezking into the
City,but pouring it felf over the wals, as hath beenfaid,

Unco this very time tis faid to have rua a mile into the Sea,
and as muchin front, thoughit was muchlefs, when we were
there, Thetfhore goes gently declining, having at the extre-
mity of the Sciarri about 5, fathoms, anlabout half as much
they are above water,

The {upe: ficies of the water,for 20, foot or more of thofe ri-
volets of fire, was hotter than to endure on’s hand init, though
deeper it was more temperate,and thafe live Sciarri ftill retain’d
their fire under water, aswe {aw, when the Su-ges of the Sea
retreated back in their ordinary reverberations,

The general face of thefe Sciarri is in fome refpe& not much
unlike, from thebeginning totheend, totheriver of Thames
inagieat froft attherop of the Jce above bridgs I mean, 'y'ng
after fucharugg’d manner in great flakes: but its color is qaite
different , being moft of a dark dusky blew, and fome ftone;s or
rocks of a vaft bignefs,clofe and folid,

But notwithftanding their ruggednefs, and ft re of fire, which
we could fee glowing inthe clefts and cavaties, we madea fhift
toramble over a good part of them,, as’tis faid alfo, that peo-
ple would doe the fame inits greateft violcnce of burning,  For
asthofe live Seiarri, and thofe Rivers of fire themfelves were
fo tough and impenctrable as tobear any weight, fo the fuper-
ficies of the Sciarri might betcuchtand hancled , the fire be
ing inward , and not to be dfcernsd but near hand, efpeci-
cially in the day time: Anl 'twas fomewhata ftrange fight to
fce fogreata Ri'er come fo tamely forward; for, asitapproa-
ched mnto any hcu's, theynotonly at good leifure removed
their goods , but the very tiles,and beams, and what elfe was
moveaible.

"Tis obfervable, that none of thofe, that went tofee ic, whea
there was little elfe to be feen but the cold Sciari, but declared
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t0 have found icamuch other thing,than they imagined,though
related o them wive voce by thofe who had formerly been
there, ,

I fhatl add, that the whole country from the very Walls of
Cataniato20. milesonthis fide is full of chofe old S¢iarrs, which
former Eruprions hiv:caft fareh, though the people reme n-
ber none {o bigg asthis laft, ov thatbucltout fo low. ‘This
Country is notwitht nling well cultivated and inhabited 5 for
tength of rims hath eicher mollified mvch of thofe old Sciarri, or
new mould or athes have overgrownthem s though there {h:il
rema’ns much Couatry, which, it may be, wil never be mad:
ferviceable,

Vwhat is the perpendicunr hight ¢fthis Mountain, I cannot:
learn, I:cinnotperhapsbetightly taken, being (o fubje& to
altericsheighe and [hipe, Buatitisa very goodly Mountain to
look upon, as onc pafles by $«a to the Eaft-ward,Randing alone
by it felf, rifing from thevery f(hore; and atflurcet paffageis.
reckoned 20, milesup tothe top, thoagh from Catania it hath
5c, miles,s before,.

An account of twy Books
I. DISCOURS de M\STENON [sr L' ANAT G~
MIE dv CERVEAUWN, APars 1649, in 12,

TN the beginaing of this Difcou: fe the Au:hor reprefents,thit
4§, thofe, who fearchafter folid knowledge, will find nothinz
fatisfi¢tory inall that hath been hitherto written coacerning the
Bran: thatall, which Anatomiflts agreein, is only, thatic
confilts of o Subfltanc.s, a2 White and 2 Grayifh,and that the
former is continued wich the Netves, that are diftributsd
through the whole B dy; and the larter (erves in {ome places
for a kind of Cortex to the White, 20d in others, fevers the
white filaiments from cneanother,  But tiiat they arc yet igno-
rant, what thofe fubftancesare; in what manner the Nerves
are Joynedia thie Whues; and how farr thewr extreamities ad-
vanceln iz from which difpoficion yerdepends all the diver-
fity and variety cf our fenfaticns and motions,  Aad asfor
the Pentricies or Cavides of che Brain, he afhrmes them to be
nolelsunkaowa , #hip its Subflinces fome Anatomifts lodg-
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