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Greater Horn of Africa | Desert locust infestation 

State border

Disputed area

Disputed state border

Urban centre
Source: JRC GHSL UCDB

15,000 ha

18,714 ha

15,068 ha

22,550 ha

*Global Information and Early Warning System. **Ongoing 
control operations against immature and maturing swarms.

Percent (%) of
Normal Rainfall
1 Oct.- 31 Dec. 2019

< 80

80-120

120-200

>200

Source: NOAA-CPC

IPC Acute Food 
Insecurity 
Situation
As of 12 Feb.

Minimal

Stressed

Crisis

Emergency

Source: IPC

Not analyzed

© European Union, 2020. Map produced by the JRC. The
boundaries and the names shown on this map do not imply
official endorsement or acceptance by the European Union.

Red Sea

ETHIOPIA

ERITREA

SUDAN

SOUTH
SUDAN

UGANDA

KENYA

SOMALIA

DJIBOUTI

ETHIOPIA

ERITREA
SUDAN

SOUTH
SUDAN

UGANDA

KENYA

SOMALIA

TANZANIA

DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF THE 

CONGO

RWANDA

BURUNDI

CENTRAL
AFRICA

REPUBLIC

CHAD

LYBIA

EGYPT

YEMEN

OMAN

SAUDI 
ARABIA

TANZANIA

DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF THE 

CONGO

RWANDA

BURUNDI

CENTRAL
AFRICA

REPUBLIC

CHAD

LYBIA

EGYPT

YEMEN

OMAN

SAUDI 
ARABIA

Gulf of Aden

INDIAN

OCEAN

Red
Sea

Gulf of
Aden

INDIAN

OCEAN

DJIBOUTI

Red
Sea

Gulf of
Aden

INDIAN

OCEAN

Lake

Victoria

Lake
Victoria

Lake
Victoria

YEMEN

SAUDI 

ARABIA

EGYPT

LYBIA

CHAD

CENTRAL
AFRICA

REPUBLIC

DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF 
THE CONGO

RWANDA

BURUNDI

Source: FAO-GIEWS*, UN OCHA, FAO Desert Locust Guidelines, FAO

 The Desert Locust is considered the most dangerous of all
migratory pest species in the world. It can reproduce rapidly,
migrate long distances and devastate crops and pastures. A 1
km² size swarm contains about 40 million desert locusts, which
eat the same amount of food in one day as about 35,000 people.

 The October-December rainy season in the Horn of Africa was
characterized by exceptionally heavy precipitation. This
contributed to an increase in vegetation biomass that was
conducive to a further spread.

 The current outbreak is affecting the Greater Horn of Africa,
damaging tens of thousands of hectares of cropland and pasture.
This is the worst outbreak in over 25 years in Ethiopia and
Somalia and the worst observed in over 70 years in Kenya.

 This may lead to a sharp deterioration of the food security
situation in the Greater Horn of Africa.
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