


University Library 

Special Collections 











, 

EVELINA., 
0 R, A 

YOUNG LADY'S 

E~TRANC- E 

INTO THE 

V 0 L. I. 

L 0 N D 0 N: 

Printed for T. Low NoEs, No 77, 1n 

FLEET-STREET. 





To 

H author of my being !-far more dear 
To me than light, than nouri£hment, or reft, 

Hygieia's bleffings, Rapture's burning tear, 
Or the life blood that mantles in my breaft ! 

If in my heart the love of Virtue glows, 
'Twas planted there by an unerring rule; 

From thy example the pure flame arofe, 
Thy life, my precept-thy good works, my fchool. 

Could my weak pow'rs thy num'rous virtues trace, 
By filial love each fear fhould be reprefs'd; 

The blufh of Incapacity I'd chace, 
· And ftand, recorder of thy worth, confefs'd: 

But fince my niggard frars that gift refufe, 
Concealment is the only boon I claim; 

Obfcure be frill th' unfuccefsful Mufe, 

• Who canaot raife, but would not fink, your fame. 

Oh! 



( IV ) 

Oh! of my life at once the fource and joy! 
If e'er thy eyes thefe feeble lines furvey, 

Let not their folly their intent defi:roy; 

Accept the tribute-put forget the lay. 

TO 



( y ) 

AUTHORS 

~1 0 N T H I.~ Y and C R I T I C A L 

RE V I E W S. 

GENTI EMEN, 

T HE liberty which I take in 
addreffing to You the trifling 

produCtion of a few idle hours, will, 
doubtlefs, move your wonder, and, 
probably, your contempt. I will not, 
however, with the futility of apologies, 
intrude upon your time, but briefly 
acknowledge the motives of my teme-

VoL. I. a · rity: 
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rity : left, by a premature exercife of 
the patience from which I hope to profit, 
I ihould abate of its benevolence, and 
be t~yfelf acce1rary to my own condem
nation. 

\Vithout name, without recornmen-
dation, and unknown alike to fuccefs 
and difgr.ace, to whom can I fo properly 
apply for patronage, as to thofe who 
publicly profefs themfelves InfpeCtors of 
all literary performances ? 

The exteniive plan of your critical 
obfervations,-which, not confined to' 
\vorks of utility or ingenuity, is equally 
open to thofe of frivolous amufement, 
and yet worfe than frivolous dullnefs,
encourages me to feek for your protec
tion, fince,-perhaps for tny fins !-it 
entitles me to your annotations. To 
refent, therefore, this offering, hov/e
ver infignificant, would ill becon1e the 
univerfality of your undertaking, tho' 
not to defpife it· may, alas! be out of 
your po\ver. 

The language of adulation, and the 
incenfe of flattery, though the natural 
inheritance, and conftant refource, from 

· time 
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time irnmernorial, of the Dedicator, to 
n1c offer nothing but the wififul regret 
that I dare not invoke their aid. Sinif
ter views would be itnputed to all I 
could fay; fince, thus fituated, to ex
tol your judgment, \vould feern the ef
fect of art, and to celebraty your in1-
partiality, be attributed to fufpeeting 
it. 

As 1\!Iagi11:rates of the prefs, and Cen~ 
fors for the Public,-to which you are 
bound by the facred ties of integrity to 
exert the m oft fpirited impartiality, and 
to which your fuffi·ages ihould carry the 
marks of pure, dauntlefs, irrefragable 

· truth,-to appeal for your MERCY, 
"rcre to folicit your diihonour ; and 
therefore,- though 'tis fvveeter than 
fra.r.kincenfe, - n1ore grateful to the 
fenfes than aJI the odorous perfnn1es of 
Arabia, -and though 

It droppeth like the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath, ---

I ccurt it not ! to your J ufiice alone I 
am entitled, and by that I mull abide. 
Your engagements are not to the fup-

a 2 plicating 
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plicating author, but to the candid 
public, which will not fail to crave 

The penalty and forfeit of your bond. 

No hackneyed writer, inured to a
bufe, and callous to criticifm, here 
braves your feverity ; -neither does a 
half-ftarved garretteer, 

Compell'd by hunger,-and requeft of frieadi,-

implore your lenity ; your examination 
will be alike unbiaifeci by partiality and 
prejudice ;-no refraCtory murmuring 
will follow your cenfure, no private 
interefi: be gratified by your praife. 

Let not the anxious folicitude with 
which I recon1mend myfelf to your no
tice, expofe me to your derifion. Re
member, Gentlemen, you were aU 
young writers once, and the moft ex
perienced veteran of your corps, may, 
by recolleCl:ing his fidl: publication, re
novate his firft terrors, and learn to al
low for mine. For, though Courage is 
one of the nobleft virtues of this nether 
fphere, and, though fcarcely 1nore re
quifite in the field of battle, to guard 

the 
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the fighting hero frcm difgrace, than 
in the private cornn1erce of the world, 
to \Vard off that littlenefs of foul \vhich 
leads, by fieps itnperceptible, to all the 
hafe train of the inferior paffions, and 
by Vv'hich the t·:>o titnid n1ind is be
tray d into a fervility derogato y to th~ 
dignity of hun1an nature;-· yet is it a 
virtue o ~no neceHity in a fituation fuch 
as n1ine; a fituation which ren1oves, 
even fron1 cowardice ittelf, the fling of 
ignominy ;-for fure1y that Courage may 
eafi1y be difpenfed with, which \vould 
rather raife difguft than adrniration ? 
Indeed, it is tl e peculiar privilege of 
an author, to rob terror of conte1n t, 
and pufi.Ilani .ity of reproach. 

1-:lere let me r~IJ,-and fi1atch myfe1f, 
while yet I am able, frotn the flfcina
tion of EaoTISM,-a tnonfl:er who has 
more votaries than ever did homage to 
the tnofi: popular deity of antiquity; 
and whofe fingular quality is, that while 
he excites a .blind and involuntary ado
rat" on i a rnoft every individua], his 
influence i_; univerf~llly di.Gtllowed, hi5 

ower univerfallv conte1nned, and his 
~ 3 V 'Or1hi 1, 



x D E D I C A T I 0 N. 

wodhip, even by his followers, nev~r 
mentioned but '\Vith abhorrence. 

In addreffing you jointly, I mean but 
to tnark the generous fentiments by 
which liberal criticiftn, to the utter 
annihilation of envy, jealoufy, and all 
felfi{h views, ought to be difiinguiilied .. 

I have the honour to be, 

GENTLEMEN, 

Your moft obedient 

humble fervant, 

• * •• * 

PR E-
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J N the republic of letters, there is no member 
of fuch inferior rank, or who is fo much dif

dained by his brethren of the quill, as the humble 
No7J•elifi : nor is his fate lefs hard in the world 

.at large,jince, among the whole clafs ofrwriters, 
perhaps 11ot one can be named, of whom the 
votaries are more numerous, but lefs refpect
able. 

Tet, while iH the annals of thofe few of our 
predea.ffors, to whom this JPecies of writing iJ 
indtbted for being faved from contempt, and ref
cued from depravi~y, we can trace fuch names as 
Rou.JJeau, Johnfon, * Marivaux, Fielding, Ri-

• However fuperior the capacities in which thefe 
great writers deferve to be confidered, they muft par
don me that, for the dignity of my fubjeet, I here 
rank the authon of Raffelas and E1o1fe as Novelifts. 

•hardfon, 
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chardfon, and Smollet, no man need blujh at 
flarting from tle fame poft, though many, nay, 
moft men, may jigh at finding themfelves di
jltmced. 

'I'he follo'loinx letters are prefented to tbe 
public-for fucb, by no·vd writers, noruel rea
ders '&:;ill be cal!ed,-with a ve1y jingular mix
ture of timidit)' tmd confidence, refulting frcm 
t.be peculiar jitzwtion of the editor; wbo, though 
trembling for tbeir fucctfs from a confcicufnefs 
of their impe;fetlion.r, )'Ct fears 1wt. beiNg in
volved in their difkrace, u'hile happily w1apped 
up in a mantle of impenet·yable obfcurity. 

'I'o draw cbara8ers from natun, though not 
from life, and to mm·k the mmmers of the timn, 
is tbe attempted plan of the follo'lJ)ing letters. 
For this pm-pofe, a young female, educated in 
the mo.ft fecluded retirement, makes, at the age 
of feventeen, her firfl appearance upon the great 
and bufy flag e of life ; u;ith a vi·rtuous mind, 
a cultivated underftanding, and a feeling heart, 
her ignorance of the forms, and i1ze:-.perience in 
the nwnners, of the world, occ{'Jion all the little 
incidents u:bich thefe volumes 1"CL"ord, and which 
form the natural progrejfion of the life of a 
young woman of obfcure i-i·rtb, but confpicuous 
beauty, for the firfl fix 'months after her En-
trance into the World. " · 

Pa·baps were it pojJible to effe8 the total 
extirpation of no·vcls, our )'Otmg ladies in gene-

2 ral, 



p R. E F A c E. Xlll 

ral, and boardi;~g-fchool damfels in particular, 
tnigbt profit from their annihilation : but jince 
the diftemper tley have fpread feems incurablt, 
jince their conta[ion bids defiance to the medicine 
of advice or nprehenfion, and .fince tbey art 
found to bC'Jfie dl the mental art of ph_yjic, fave 
what is prefcri/;ed by tbe flow regimen of Time, 
and bitter diet r-f Experience, furely all attempts 
to contribute to tbe number of thofe 1.vhich may 
be read, if not rtVitb advantage, at leaft witbout 
injury, ought rather to be encouraged than con
temned. 

Let me, therifore, prepare for difappointmeut 
thofe who, in the perufal of theft Jheets, enter
tain the gentle ~xpectation of being tranfported 
to the fantaflic regions of Romance, wh~re Fi0tio11 
is coloured by all the gay tints of luxurious Ima .. 
gination, where Reafon is tm outcC'jl, and where 
the fublimity of the Marvellous rejects all aid 
from fober Prcbability. '!'he heroine of tl eft 
memoirs, young, artlefs, and inexperienced, is 

No faultlefs Monfter, that the World ne'er faw, 

but the offsprint of Nature, and of Nature in 
htr fimple.ft attire. 

In all the Arts, the value of copies can only 
be proportioned to the fcarcenefs of originals: 
among fculptors and painters, a fine flatue, or a 
beautiful picture, of fome great mafter, may de
fervedly tmploy the imitative talents of younger 
and inferior artifls, that their appropriation to 

cne 
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one fpot, may not wholly prevent the more gt· 
neral exparjion of tbeir excellence ; but, among 
authors, tbe reverfe is the cafe, jince the noblefl 
produflions of literature, are almofl equally at
tainable with the meane.ft. In books, therefore, 
imitation cannot be jhunned too fedulouJly ; for 
the vny perfeflion of a model which is frequent
ly feen, ferves but more forcibly to marl? the in ... 
feriority of a copy. 

To avoid what is common, without edopting 
what is umzatural, mufllimit the ambiticn cf 
the vulgar herd of authors: bo1f..~ever zealous, 
therefore, my veneration of tbe great writers I 
have mentiuned, however I may feel mJfelf en
lightened by the knowledge of ]ohnfon, charmed 
with the eloquence of Rou.ffeau, foftened by the 
pathetic powers of Richardfon, and exhilarated 
by the wit of Fielding, and humour of Smollet ; 
I )'et prefume not to attempt pwfuing the 
fame ground v.:hich they have tracked ; wbence, 
though they may have cleared the u·eeds, they 
have alfo culled the flowers, and though tley 
have rendered tbe path plain, they have left it 
barren. 

The candour of my readers, I barz:e not the 
impertinence to doubt, and to their indulgence, 
I am Jenjible I have no claim : I have, there
fore, only to entreat, that my own words may 
not pronounce my condemnaticn, and that wh(:t 
I have here ventured to fay in regard to irnittt
tion, may be underjlood, as it is meant, in age-

neral 
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1zeral fenfe, and not be imputed to an opinion of 
nry own originality, 1.vhicb I have not the vanity, 
the folly, or tbe blind;;efs, to entertain. 

IVhatever may be the fate of theft letters, 
the editor is fatisfied they 'Zvill meet with juf
tice ; and commits them to the prif-', though 
hopelefs of fame, yet not regardlefs cf cen. 
jure. 
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V 0 L. I. 
Page 3• lail: line but one of the Ode, dele the apoftrophe, and 

read the rmfuccefsful. 
P. IS· 1. x8. read too eafy to effeCt. 
P. 2.2. 1. 6. for follow, read attend. 
P. 39• line laft, for is, read war. 
P. 44- 1. 25. read I had had time, 
P. 99· 1. 18. read Mrs. and Mifs Mirvan. 
P. I43• 1. 20. for her, read tbis. 
1-'. 184. 1. 22. for undubitably, read indubitably. 
P. ICJ3• 1. 5• for le gens, read les gens. 
P. :z.o8. 1. I I. for laifez, read iaij[ez. 
P. z:u. 1. I. for as, read 'liJas. 

V 0 L. II. 
P. 29. 1. 27· for held, read hold. 
P. 102. 1. zx, for JuppDje, read fuppofed. 
P. ur. 1. 8. after meet, dele them. 
P. 122. I. z8, for placed himfelf direElly in my way, read placed 

bimfelf fo direElly in my way. 
P. I4I· 1. u. dele had 
P. 142. laft line, for a glover's, read an hifztr's. 
P. 149· 1. IS· for exprefs, read reprefs. 
P. 214. 1. 14. for them, read him. 
P. I 34• ], 29. after accorded, del~ to, 
P. z6J. 1. 13· for his dijlike tG committing me, read his diflike or 

committing me. 

V 0 L. III. 
P. x8. lafi line, for bim, read Lord Mer ton. 
P. 44• 1. 23• for abfent, readfilent. 
P. 64. 1. z, for my arm, read his arm. 
P. 104. 1. I 6. for [,ded, read Indeed. 
P. 186. l. 3· for here, read hither. 
P. zoo. 1. I I. for month,, read weeks. 
P. 1.09. 1. '-9• for you appear, readyou.fhould appegr. 
P. 2-IO. 1. 31. for knew how, read knew not hQw. 
Ibid. laft line, read, confcious he wijhed, 
P. 2.30. 1. I. for him, read Sir Clement, 
Ibid. I. II. after entreat, dele you. 
P. 2.34• 1. u. for a trick, read what trick. 



E T E I N A., 

1~ E T ~r E H. I. 

Lady lloward to tht Rev. Mr. Villars. 

Howard Gr ~e. 

CAN there, my good Sir, be any thing 
more painful to a friend! y mind, than 
a necefiity of communicating difa

greeable intelligence r Indeed, it is feme
times difEcult to determine, whether the 
relator or the receiver of evil tidinQ:s is znoft 
to be pitied. · .... 

I have juft had a letter from Madame 
Duval ; fhe 'is totally at a lofs in what 
n1anner to behave ; fhe feems defirous to 
repair the wrongs :!he has done, yet wifhes 
the world to believe her blamelefs. She 

V 01. 1. B would 
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would fain caft upon another the odiurn of 
thofe 1nisfortunes for which fi1e al one is 
anfwerable. Her letter is violent, fomt
times abu.G ve, and that of JOU !-·.You, to 
whmn fbe is under obligations which arc • 
greater even than her faults, but to whoie 
advice fhe wickedly imputes all the fufFer
ings of her n1uch-injured daughter, the 
late Lady Belmont. The chief purport of 
her writing I will acquaint you with ; the 
letter itfelf is not worthy your notice. 

She tells me that ihe has, for n1any years 
paft, been in continual expeCtation of mak
ing a journey to England, which prevented 
her writing for information concerning this 
n1elancholy fubjeEt, by giving her hopes of 
n1aking perfonal enquiries ; but family oc
currences have H:ill detained her in France, 

. which country fhe no -.v fees no profpett of 
quitting. She has, therefore, lately ufed 
her utmoft endeavours to obtain a f.1ithful 
account· of whatever related to her ill-ad-
7.Jijed daughter; the refult of which giv
ing her fome reafon to apprehend that, 
upon her death -bed, !he bequeathed an 
infant orphan to the world, fhe moft o-ra
ciouily fays that if )'OU, with whom jhe

0

un
derftands the child is placed, will procure 
authentic l?roo~s of its 1~elationfhip to her, 
you roay iencl 1t to Pans, where fhe will 
properly provide for it. 

This 
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This woman is, undoubtedly, at length, 
confcious of her mo!t unnatural conduCt : 
it is evident, from her writing, that fhe i~ 

.Hill as vulgar and illiterate as when her 
firft h ufband, Mr. E vel yn, had the weak~ 
nds to marry her; nor.does fhe at all apo
logif fdr addreffing herfelf to me, though I 
was only once in her company. 

'fhis letter has excited in my daughter 
.Mirvan, a ftrong deiire to be informed·of 
the motives ·which induced Madame Du
val to abandon the unfortunate Lady Bel .. 
mont, at a time when a mother's proteCtion 
\vas fo peculiarly necelfary for her peaee 
and her reputation. Notwithftanding I 
was per1ona11y acquainted with all the par
ties concerned in that affair, the fubjett al
ways appeared of too delicate a nature to 
be ti)ol·en of with the principals ; I cannot, 
therefore, fatisfy Mrs. Mirvan otherwife 
than by applying to you. 

By faying that you may fend the child, 
Madame Duval aims at conferring, where 
111e moit o1.ves obligation. I pretend not to 
give you advice; you, to whofe generous 
protection this helplefs orphan is indebted 
for every thing, are the beft and only judge 
of what fhe ought to do ; but I am much 
concerned for the trouble and uneafinefs 
which this unworthy won1an may occaficn 
you. 

B 2 My 
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My . daughter and my grandchild join 
with me in defiring to be moft kindly re
membered to the amiable girl; and they bid 
me remind you, that the annual vifit to 
Howard Grove, which we were formerly 
promifed, has been difcontinued for more 
than four years. I am, dear Sir, 

with great regard, 
Your moft obedient fervant and friend, 

1\1. How ARD. 

LE '"f T ER II. 

Mr. Villars to Lady lloward. 

. Berry Hill, Dorfetfuire. 

YOUR Ladyfhip did but too well fore
fee the perplexity and uneafinefs of 

which Madame D,uval's letter has been 
produCtive. However, I ought rather to 
be thankful that I have fo many years re
n1ained unmolefted, than repine at n1y 
prefent embarraffment; fince it proves, at 
leaft, that this wretched woman is at length 
a wakened to remorfe. 

In regard to my anfwer, I tnuft hun1bly 
requeft your Ladyfi1ip to write to this ef
feCt: : '' 'That I would not, upon any ac
count, intentionally offend Madame Duval, 

but 
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but that I have weighty, nay unanfwerable 
reafons for detaining her grand-daughter at 
prefent in England; the principal of whicn 
is, that it was the earneft defire of one to 
whofe will fhe owes implicit duty. Ma
dame Duval may be affured that ilie meets 
with the utmoft attention and tendernefs; 
that her education, however fhort of my 
willies, almoft exceeds my abilities ; and 
that I flatter myfelf, when the time arrives 
that ihe {hall pay her duty to her grand
lnother, Madame Duval will find no reafon 
to be diffatisfied with what has been done 
for her." 

Your Lady !hip will not, I am fure, be 
furpriii d at this anfwer. Madame puva 
1s by no n1eans a proper compan1on or 
guardian for a young woman : lhe is at 
once uneducated and unprincipled; ungen
tle in her temper, and unamiable in hPr 
manners. I have long known that fhe has 
perfuaded herfelf to harbour an averfion for 
Ine-Unhappy woman ! I can only regard 
her as an object of pity! · 

I dare not hefitate at a requefc frmn 
Mrs. Mirvan, yet, in complying with it, 
I !hall, for her own fake, be as concife 
as I poffibly can; fince the cruel tranfac
tions which preced~d the birth of my ward, 
can afTord no entertainment to a tnind io 
humane as her's. · 

B 3· You' 
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Your Ladyihip may probably have 
heard, that I had the hot10Ur to accompa
ny Mr. Evelyn, the grandfather of my 
vouna charae, when upon his travels, in 
J b b . 
~apacity of tutor. His unhappy marnage, 
immediately upon his return to England, 
with Madame Duval, then a waiting-girl 
at a tavern, contrary to th~ advice and 
entreaties of all his friends, among whom 
I was myfelf the moft urgent to diliuade 
him, induced him to abandon his · native 

·1and, and fix his abode in France. :rhi
ther he was followed by fhame and repent
ance ; feelings which his heart was not 
framed to fupport : for, notwithftanding 
he had been too weak to refift the allure
n1ents of beauty, which nature, though a 
niggard to her of every other boon, had 
with a lavifb hand beftowed on his wife; 
yet he was a young man of excellent cha
racter, and, till thus unaccountably infa
tuated, of tlnbletnifhed conduCt. He fur
vived this ill-judged marriage but two 
years. Upon his death-bed, with an un
fteady hand, he wrote me the following 
note: 

'' My friend l forget your refentment, 
in favour of your humanity ;-a father 
trembling for the welfare of his child: 
bequeaths her to your care.-0 Villars ! 
hear ! pity ! and relieve me !" 

I-Iad 
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!-lad my circumfrances permitted, I 
!hould have anfwered thefe v1ords by an 
immediate journey to p,~ris ; but I 'vas 
obliged to aCt by the agency of a friend, 
who was upon the fpot, and pre1ent at the 
opening of the will. 

l\t1r. Evelyn left to me a legacy of a 
thoufmd pounds, and the {olc gua_rdianihip 
of his daughter~s perfon till her eighteenth 
year, conjuring me, in the moft afFeCting 
terms, to take the charge of her education 
till fbe was able to act with propriety for 
herfelf; but in regard to fortune, he left: 
her wholly dependent on her mother, to 
\vhofc tenderneis he ea. neftly recommended 
her. 

Thus, though he \vould not, to a womah 
low-bred and i.libcral ~s ~,1rs. Evelyn, trufl: 
the mind ant' 11iOr.1ls of his daughter, he 
neverthelef~ t:. ~1~!~t proper to fecure to 
her that rtfpecc 2nd duty which, fron1 her 
own child, v1er:;; certainly her due; but, 
unhappily, it never occurred to him that 
the mother, on her plrt, could fail in af
fettion or juftice. 

Mifs Evelyn, Madam, from the fecond 
to the eighteenth yeJr of her life, was 
brought up under my care, and, except 
when at fchool, under my roof. I need 
not fpeak to your Ladyfhip of the virtues 
of that excellent young creature. She 

B 4 loved 
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loved me as her father ; nor was Mrs. Vil
lars lefs valued by her; while to me fhe 
became fo dear, that her lofs was little leis 
affliCting to me than that which I have fince 
fufl:ained of Mrs. Villars herfelf. 

At that period of her life we parted; her 
n1other, then married to Monfieur Duva], 
jent for her to Paris. How often have I 
fince regretted that I did not accompany 
her thither ! proteCted and fupported by 
n1e, the n1ifery and difgrace which awaited 
her, might, perhaps, have been avoided. 
But-to be brief, Madame Duval, at the 
inftigation of her hufband, earneftly, or 
rather tyrannically, endeavoured to effeCt an 
1.mion between Mif.'l Evelvn and one of .his 
nephews. And, when !he found her power 
inadeqt1ate to her attempt, enraged at her 
ncn-compliance, Ihe netted I er with t1 e 
groi1eH: un k indnefs, and threatened her with 
poverty and ruin. 

Mi[-; Evelyn, to whorn wrath and v1o~ 
lence had hi~hcr~o been i\ran~ers, foon g~cw 
weary of tlus uiage ; and rainly, and VIth
out a witnefs., confented to a private mar 
1 iage wifh Sir John Belmont, a very pro.
fligate young man, who had but too fuc
eeisfully found means to infinuate hin1ielf 
into her favour. He promifed to condutt 
1 er to l;ngland-l-le did.-0, I\1adam, 
you know the reft !~Difappointed of the 

fortune 
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fortune he expeckd, by the inexorable ran .. : 
cour of the Duvals, l:c infatnoully burnt 
the certificate of their marriage, and denied 
that they had ever been united ! 

She flew to me for proteCtion. With 
what mixed tranfports of joy and angi.1ifh 
d.id I again fee her ! By my advice fhe 
endeavoured to procure proofs of her nlar
riage ;-but in vain : her credulity had 
been no match for his art. 

Every body believed her innocent, from 
the guiltlefs tenor of her unfpotted youth, 
and from the known libcrtinifin of her bar
barous. betrayer. Yet her fufferings were 
too acute for her tender frame, and the 
fame moment that gave birth to her infant, 
put an end at once to the iorrows and the . 
life of its mother. 

The rage qf Madame Duval at her e .. 
lopement, abated not while this injured 
viCtim of cruelty yet drew breath. She 
probably intended, in time, to have par
doned her, but time was not allowed. 
When fhe was informed of her deadi, I 
have been told, that the agonies of grief 
and remorfe, with whith frie was feized, 
occa!ioned her a fevere fit of illnefs. But, 
from the time of her recovery to the date 
of her letter to your Ladyfh·p, .I liad ne
ver heard that fhe manifefted any defire to 
be n1ade acquainted with the circmnftances 

B 5 ) which 



to E V E L I N A. 

which attended the death of Lady Beln1onr,. 
and the birth of her helplefs child. 

That child, Madam, 1hall never, while 
life is lent me, know the lois fhe has fuf
tained. I have cherifhed, fuccoured, and 
fupported her, from her earlieft infancy to 
her fixteenth year; and fo amply has ihe 
repaid my care and affection, that my fond
eft wifh is now bounded in the defire of be
flowing her on one who may be fenfible of 
her worth, and then finking to eternal reft 

.. in her arms. 
Thus it has happened that the education 

of the father, daughter~ and grand-daughter, 
has devolved on me. vVhat infinite miftry 
have the two firft caufed me ! Should 
the fate of the dear furvivor be equally ad
verfe, how wretched will be the end of my 
cares-the end of my days l 

Even had Madame Duval merited the 
charge ihe claims, I fear my fortitude would 
have been unequal to fuch a parting; but, 
being fucli as fhe is, not only my affeCtion, 
but my humanity recoils, at the barbarous 
idea of deferring the facred truft repofed in 
me. Indeed, I could but ill fupport her 
former yearly vifits to the refpectable n1an
fion at Howard Grove;. pardon me, dear 
Madam, and do not think me infenfible of 
the honour which your Lady1hip's conde-

- iceqfion confers upon t.is both; but fo deea.-"'" 
, ~is 
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is the imoreffion which the n1isfortunes of 
her mm:her have made on my heart, that ihe 
does not, even for a mOincnt, quit my fight, 
without exciting apprehcnfions and terrors 
which almoft overpower me. Such, Ma
dam, is my rendernefs, ·and fuch my weak
nefs ! But fhe is the only tie I have upon 
earth, and I truft to your Ladyihip's good
nefs not to judge of my feelings with fe
veritv. 

I beg leave to prefent my humble refpecrs 
to lVIrs. and Mifs Mirvan; and have the 
honour to be, 

Madam,.. 
Your Ladyihip's n1oft obedient 

and moft humble fervant, 
AR THUR V ILLAR s: 

LE TT ER JII. 

[vVntten fon1e months after the laft.] 

Lady Ho·ze:ard to the Rev. J.1r. Pillars., 

Howard Grove, March 1. 

Dear and Rev. Sir, 
0 U R laff letter gave me infinite plea.: 
fure : after fo long and tedious an ill •. 

B 6 · · ne~, 
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ncfs, how grateful to yourfelf and to your 
friends muft be your returning health ! You 
have the hearty willies of every individual 
of this place for its continuance and in
creafe. 

V\Till you not think I take advantage of 
;your acknowledged recovery, if I once more 
venture to mention your pupil and Howard 
Grove together? Yet you muft remember 
the patience with which we fubn1itted to 
your defire of not parting with her during 
the bad ftate of your health, though it was 
with much reluCtance we forbore to folicit 
her comparyy. My grand-daughter, in par
ticular, has fcarce been able to reprefs her 
eagernefs to again meet the friend of her 
infancy; and for my own part, it is very 
ftrongly my wifl1 to manifeft the regard 
w-hich I had for the unfortunate Lady Bel
nlOnt, by proving ferviceable to her child ; 
which feems to me the beft refpect that can 
be paid to her memory. Permit me, there
'fore, to lay before you a plan which Mrs. 
Mirvan and I have formed, in confequence 
of your reftoration to health. 
· I would not frighten you ; -but do you 
think you cot!!d bear to part with your 
young con1panion for two or three months? 
Mrs. Mirvan propofes to fpend the enfuing 
fpripg in London, whither, for the firft 
ti~e, ·my grandchild will accompany her: 

Now, 
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Now, my good friend, it is very en.rnefl:ly 
their wiih to enlarge and enliy_en their party 
by the addition of your atniable ward, who 
would !hare, equally with her own daughter~ 
the care and attention of Mrs. Mirvan. Do 
not frart at this propofal; it is tin1e that fhe 
fhould fee fon1ething of the world. \Vhen 
young people are too rigidlyfequefrered fro1n 
it, their lively and romantic imaginations 
paint it to them as a paradife of which they 
have been beguiled; but when they ar~ fhown 
it properly, and in due time, they fee it fuch 
as it really is, equally !hared by pain and 
pleafure, hope and difappointment. 

You have nothing to apprehend from her 
meeting with Sir John Belmont, as that 
abandoned man is now abroad, and not ex
peered home this year. 

Well, my good Sir, what fay you to our 
fcheme ? I hope it will meet with your ap
probation; but if it fhould not, be affured 
I can never be difpleafed at any decifion 
made by one who is fo much refpeCted and 
efteemed as yourfelf by, · 

Dear Sir, 
You moft faithful h\lmb~ fervant, 

M. OWAR~· 

LETTER 
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LET T ER IV. 

Mr. Villars to Lady Howard. 

Berry Hill, March 12.-

1 AM arieved, Madam, to appear obfti
nate, ~nd I bluih to incur the imputatioa 

of felfifi1nef<). In detaining my young charg~ 
thus long with tnyfelf in the country, I con
fulted not folely my own inclination. De{:.. 
tined, in all probability, to poffefs a very 
moderate fortune, I wifhed to conrraB: her 
views to fomething within it. The mind is 
but too naturally prone to pleafure, but too 
eafily yield~d to diffipation: it has been my 
ftudy to. guard her againft their delufions, 
by preparing her to expeB:,-and to defpife 
them. But the time draws on for exptrience 
and obfervation to take place of infrruB:ion: 
if I have, in fome meafure, rendered her 
capable of ufing the one with difcretion, 
and m~king the other with improvement, I 
:fhall rejoice myfelf with the affurunce of 
having largely contributed to her welfare. 
She is now of an age that happinefs is eager 
to attend,-let .her then enjoy it ! I cotnmit 
her to the proteCtion of your Ladyfhip, and 
only hope fhe may be touncl worthy half 
the goodnefs I am fatisfied !he will meet 
:with at your hofpitable manfion. 

Thus 

/ 
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1'hus far, Madam, I chearfully fubmit 
to your defire. In confiding my ward to 
the care of Lady I-Ioward, I can feel no un
eafinefs from her abfence, but what will 
arife from t~e lofs of her company, fince I 
!hall be as well convinced of her iafety, as 
if fue were under my own roof ;-but, can 
your Ladyfuip be ferious in propofing to 
introduce her to the gaieties of a London 
life ? Permit me to aik, for what end, or 
what purpofe? A youthful mind is feldom· I 
totally free fron1 ambition; to curb that, is
the firft ftep to contentment, fince to dimi
nifh expectation, is to increafe enjoyment. 
I apprehend nothing more than too much \ 
raifing her hopes and her views, which the 
natural vivacity of her difpofition would 
render but to eafy too effect. The town-ac
quaintance of Mrs. Mirvan are all in the 
circle of high life; this artlefs young crea
ture, with too much beauty to efcape notice, 
has too much fenfibility to be indifferent to 
it; but ihe has too little wealth to be fought 
with propriety by men of the faihionabl{!." 
world. 

Confider, Madam, the peculiar cruelty 
of her fituation; only child of ·a wealthy 
b2..ronet, whofe perfon fhe has never ..feen, 
whofe charaB:er fhe has reafon to abhor, and 
w hofe name fhe is forbidden to claim; entitled 
as ihe is to lawfully inherit his fortune and 

~ftate) 
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eftate; is there any prebability that ne will 
proJJerly own her?- And while he continues 
to perievere in difa¥owing his n1arriage with 
M ifs Evelyn, fhe fhall never, at the expence 
of her mother's honour, receive a part of 
her right, as the donation of his bounty ... 

And· as to Mr. E.velyn's eftate, I have no' 
doubt but that Madame Duval and her re-: 
lations will difpofe of it among themfelves. 

It feems, therefore, as if this deferted 
child, though legally heirefs to two large 
fortunes, tnuft owe all her rational expecta
tions to adoption and friendfhip. Yet her· 
income will be fuch as tnay make her hap
PY, if !he is difpofed to be fo in private life;· 
though it ~ill by no means allow her to 
enjoy the luxury of a London fine lady. 

Let Mifs Mirvan, then, Madam, fhine 
in all the fplendor of high life, but fuffer 
my child ftill to enjoy the pleafures of 
h 1n1ble retirement, with a znind to which 
greater views are unknown. 

I hope this reafoning will be honoured 
with ·your appr.obation ; and I have yet an
other motive that has fome weight with me;. 
1 :would not willingly give offence to any 
human being, and furely Madame Duval 
might accufe me of injuftice, if, while I 
refufe to let her grand-daughter wait upon 
her, I confent to her j9ining a party of plea
Cl re to London. 

I'n 
j 
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1n fending her to Howard Grove, not one 
of theie fcruples anfe; and therefore Mrs. 
Cl in ton, a m oft worthy woman, formerly 
htr nurfe, and now my houfekeeper, fhall 
attend her thither next week. 

Though I have always called her by the 
name of Anville, and reported in tnis neigh~ 
bourhood that her father, my intimate friend, 
left her .to n1y guardian1hip, yet I have 
thought 1t neceffary to let her be herfelf ac
q uainted with the melancholy circumftances 
at tending her birth; for, though I am very 
defirous of guarding her from curiofiry and 
im pcrtinencel by concealing her name, fa
mily, and ftory, yet I would not leave it 
in the power of chance, to fuock her 
~entle nature wlth a talc of fo much for
lOW. 

You muft not, Madam, expect too much 
from mr pupil. She is ~uite a little ruftic, 
:tntl knows nothing of the world ; and tha:a 
her education has been the beft I could be
How in this retired place, to which Dor
chefter, the ncareft town, is feven miles dif
tant, yet I fl1a1l not be fur:prifed if you 
!hould difcover in her a thoufand deficien
cies of which i have never dreamt. She 
muft be very n1uch altered fince !he was 
lafl: at Iloward Grove,-·but I will· fsy no
thing of her; I leave her to your Lady-

!hip's 
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fl1ip's own obfervations, of which I beg a 
faithful relation ; and am, 
· Dear Madam, wjth great refpea, 
Your obedient and m oil humble fervant, 

AR THUR V ILLARS. 

LETTER V. 

lvtr. Villars to Lady Howard. 

March 18. 
Dear Madam, 

T HIS letter will be delivered to you by 
my child,-the child of my adop

tion,-p1y affeCtion! Unbleft with one na
tural friend, ihe merits a thoufand. I fend 
her to yott, innocent as an ange1t and art
lefs as purity itfelf: and I fend you with 
her the heart of your friend, the only hope 
he has on earth, the fu bjefr of his tendereft 
thoughts, and the object of his lateft cares. 
She is one, Madam, for whom alone I have 
lately wifl,ed to live; and ihe is one whotn 
to ferve I would with tranfport die! Reftore 
her but tJ me all innocence as you receive 
her, and the fondeft hope of mv heart will 
be amply gratified ! J 

A. ,, ILLARS~ 

LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 

Lady Howard to the Rev. }.fr. Villars. 

Howard Grove. 

Dear and Rev. Sir, 

T HE folemn manner in which you have 
committed your child to my care, has 

in iome meafure dampt the pleafure which I 
receive from the trui1, as it makes me fear 
that you fuffer from your compliance, in 
which cafe I :lhall very fincerely blame my
fc:lf for the earneftneis with which I have 
rcquefted this favour; but remember, my 
good Sir, fhe is within a few days fummons, 
and be afi'ured I will not detain her a mo· 
1nent longer than you wifh. 

Yotl defire my opinion of her. 
She is a little angel ! I cannot wonder that 

you fought to monopolize her. Neither 
ought you, at finding it impoffible. 

Her face and perfon anfwer my n1oft re
fined ideas of complete beauty : and this, 
though a ft1bjeC't of praife lefs important to 
you, or to n1e, than any other, is yet fo 
ihiking, it is not poffible to pafs it unno
t iced. flad I not known from whom fue 
received her education, I fhould, at firft 
fight of fo perfect a face, have been in pain 

for 
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for h~· underftanding; fince it has been long 
and juftly remarked, that folly has ever 
fought alliance with beauty. 

She has the fame gentlenefs in her man
ners, the fame natural grace in her motions, 
that I formerly fo much admired in her 
mother. Her charaCter feems truly inge
nuous and fimple; and, at the fame time 
that nature has bleifed her with an excellent 
underftanding, and great quicknefs of part3', 
fhe has a certain air of inexperience and in· 
nocency that is extremely .interefting. 

You have no reafon to regret the retire
ment in which .fhe has lived; fince that po
litenefs which is·acquired by an acquain -
ancetWith hi~h life, is in her fo well fup9.1i d 
by a natural defire of ob iging, joined to 
deportment· infinitely engaging. 

I obferve with great fatisfaCtion a growing 
affeCtion between this amiable gir 1 and rny 
gran<l-daughter,. whofe heart is as free fronJ 
felfifunefs ·or conceit., as that of her young 
friend is from all guile. ]'heir attachment 
n1ay be mtltually · ufeful, fince much is to 
be expe&ed ron1 etnulation, where nothing 
is to be feared from envy. I would havt; 
them love each other as fifters, and reci
procally fupply the place of that tender and 
happy relationfhip to whkh neither of then1 
have a natural claim. 
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Be fatisned, my good Sir, that your child 
!hall tneet with the fame attention as our 
own. We all join in tnoft hearty wifhes 
for your health and happinefs, and in re
turning our fincere thanks for the favour 
you have conferred on us. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful fervant, 

M. HowARD. 

LE T T ER VII. 

Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Pillars. 

Homrd Grove, Marc~ 26. 

BE not alarmed, my worthy friend, at 
my fo fpeedily troubling ~.ou again ; I 

feldom ufe the ceremony of waiting for an
fwers, or writing with any regularity, and 
I have at prefent in1mediate occafion for 
begging your patience. 

Mrs. Mirvan has juft received a letter 
from her long-abfent hufband, containing 
the welcome news of his hoping to reach 
London by the beginning of next week. 
My daughter and the Captain have been fe
parated almoft feven years, and it would 
therefore be needlefs .~o fay wha~ joy, ~u.r-

pnfe, 
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·prife, a11d confequent1y confufion, his, at 
prelent, unexpected return has caufed at 
Howard Grove. l\1rs. iv1irvan, you cannot 
d?ubt, will go iofr~ntly to town to meet 
h1m; her datighter Is under a thoufand ob
ligations to follow her; I grieve that her 
mother cannot. 

And now, my good Sir, I almoft blu!h 
to proceed ; -but, tell me, may I aik
will you permit- that your child may ac
company them ? Do not think us unreafon
able, but confider the many inducements 
which confpire to make London the hap
pieft place at prefent fhe can be in. 1'he 
joyful occafion of the journey; the gaiety of 
the whole party ; oppofcd to the dull life 
fhe muft lead ifleft here, with a folitary old 
woman f01 her fole companion, while fhe fo 
well knows the chearfulnefs and felicity en. 
joyed by the refl: of the family ,-are circum. 
ftances that feem to merit your con.Gderation. 
Mrs. l\11 irvan defires me to affure you, that 
one week is all ibe afks, as ihe is certain 
that the Captain, who hates London, will 
be eager to revifit Howard Grove : and 
Maria is fo very earneft in wilhing to have 
the company of her friend, that, if you are 
inexorable, fbe will be deprived of half the 
pleafure fbe otherwife hopes to receive. 

Howeve_r, I will ~o~, n1y good Sir, de
ceive you Into an opmton that they intend 

9 to 
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to live in a retired manner, as that cannot 
be fairly expecred. But you have no reafon 
to be uneafy concerning Madame Duval; 
fl1e has no correfpondent in England, and 
only gains intelligence by common report. 
She muil: be a fr .. anger to the name your 
child bears; and, even fhould fhe hear of 
this excurfion, fo fhort a time as a week, 
or lefs, fpent in tovv'n upon fo particular an 
occafian, though previous to their meeting, 
cannot be con11:rued into difrefpetl: to her-
1elf. 

Mrs. Mirvan defires n1e to a!fure you, 
that if you will oblige her, her t·wo children 
!hall equally fhare her time and her atten
tion. She has fent a commiffion to a friend 
in town to take a houfe for her, and while 
fhe waits for an anfwer concerning ir, I 
:fhall for one from you to our petition. 
fiowever, your child is writing herklf, and 
that, I doubt not, will n1ore avail than all 
we can poffibly urge. 

My daughter de fires her beft compliments 
to you, if, fhe fays, you will grant her re
querr, but not elfe. 

_Adieu, my dear Sir,-we all hope every 
thmg from your goodnefs. -

l\1. How ARD. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R VIII. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. J/illars. 

Howard Grove, March 2'~ 

T HIS houfe feems to be the houfe or 
joy; every face wears a fmile, and a 

laugh 1s at every body's fervice. It is quite 
amufing to walk about, and fee the general 
confufion ; a room leading to the garden is 
f-itting np for Captain Mirvan's ftudy. Lady 
foward does not fit a moment in a place; 

~1irs Mirvan is making caps; every body 
fo bufy !-fuch flying from roo1n to room ! 
-fo many orders given, and retraCted, and 
given again !-nothing but hurry and per-
urbation. 

vVell but, my dear Sir, I am defired to 
n1ake a requeft to you. I hope you will 
not think me an incroacher; Lady Howard 
infifts upon my writing ! -yet I hardly 
know how to go on; a petition implies a 
want,- and have you left me on7e ? No, 
indeed. 

I an1 half afhamed of myfelf for beO'in
ning this letter. But thefe ·dear ladies 

0 

are 
fo preffing- I cannot, for my life, refift 
wifhing for the pleafures they offer me,-
1 rovided you do not difapprove them. 

They 
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·They are to make a very fhort ftay in 
town. 1~he captain will meet them in a 
day or two. Mrs. Mirvan and her fweet 
daughter 'both go ;-what a happy party ! 
Yet I am not very eager to accompany 
them : at leaft, I fhall be very well con
tented to remain where I am, if you defire 
that I ihould. 

Affured, tny deareft Sir, of your good
nefs, your bounty, and your indulgent 
kindnefs, ought I to forn1 a wifh that has 
not your fanc1:ion ? Decide for me, there
fore, without the leaft apprehenfion that I 
fhall be uneafy, or difcontented. f\Vhile I 
am yet in fufpenfe, pernaps I may hope, 
but I am moft certain, tnat when you have 
once determined, I fhall not repine. 

'They tell n1e that London is now in full 
fplendour. Two Play-houfes are open,
the Opera-Houfe,-Ranelagh,-the Pan
theon.-You fee I have learned all their 
names. I-Iowever, pray don't fuppofe that 

make any point of going, tor I fhall 
hardly figh to fee them depart without n1e; 
though I !hall probably never n1eet with 
fuch another opportunity. And, indeed, 
their domeftic happinefs will be fo great,-: 
it is natural to wifh to partake of it. 

I believe I am bewitched ! I n1ade a re:. 
fol uti on when I began, that I would not be 
1rgent; but my pen-:-or rather my thoughts, 

VoL. I. C will 
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will not fuffer me to keep it-for I acknow
ledge, I n1uft acknowledge, I cannot help 
wifhing for your permiffion. 

I almoft repent already that I have made 
this confeffion ; pray forget that you have 
read it, if this journey is difpleafing to you. 
But I will not write any longer ; for the 
more I think of this affair, the lefs indif
ferent to it I find myfelf. 

Adieu, my moft honoured, moft reve
renced, moft beloved father ! for by what 
other name can I call you ? I have no hap
pinefs or forrow, no hope or fear, but what 
your kindnefs beftows, or your difpleafure 
may caufe. You will not, I am fure, fend 
.a refufal, without reafons unanfwerable, and 
therefore I !hall chearfully acquiefce. Yet 
I hope-I hope you will be able to per-
znit me to go ! I am, 

.With the utmoft affeCtion, 
gratitude and duty, 

Your 
EvELINA--. 

I cannot to )'OU fign ./lnvitle, and what 
other name may I claim ? 
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LETTER IX. 

Mr. Villars to Evelina. 

Berry-Hill, March 28. 

0 refift tne urgency of entreaty, is ] 
a power which I have not yet ac 

quired : I aim not at an authority which 
deprives you of liberty, yet I would fuin 
guide myfelf by a prudence which fhould 
fave me the pangs of repentance. Your 
impatience to fly to a place which your 
imagination has painted to you in colours 
fo attraCtive, furprifes tne not; I have only 
to hope that the livelinefs of your. fancy 
n1ay not deceive you : to refufe, would be 
to raife it frill higher. To fee my Evelina 
happy, is to fee myfelf without a wifh: go 
then, my child, and may that Heaven 
which alone can, direct, preferve, · and 
fhengthen you ! To That, n1y love, will . 
I . daily offer prayers for your felicity; 0 
may it guard, watch over you ! defend you 
from danger, fave you from diftrefs, and 
keep vice as diitant from your perfon as 
from your heart ! i\.nd to Me, may it grant 
the ultimate bleffing of clofing thefe aged 
eyes in the arn1s of one fo dear-fo de
fervedly beloved ! 

AR THUR V ILLARS. 

c 2 LET-
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L E T T E R X. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 

QEeen-Ann 4 Street, London, Saturday, April:. 

T HIS moment arrived. J uft going to 
Drury-Lane theatre. The celebrated 

1V1r. Garrick performs Ranger. I am quite 
in extacy. So is Mifs Mirvan. How 
fortunate, that he !hould happen to play ! 
We would not let Mrs. Mirvan reft till !he 
confented to go; her chief objeCtion was 
to our drefs, for we have had no time to 

Londonize ourfelves; but we teized her into 
compliance, and fo we are to fit in fome 
obfcure place, that {he may not be feen • 
.As to me, I fhould be alike unknown in the 
moft confpicuous or moft private part of 
the houfe. 

I can write no tnore now. I have hard I y 
time to breathe-only j uft this, the houfes 
and ftreets are not quite fo fuperb as I 
('xpected. However, I have feen nothino
yet, fo I ought not to judge. 

0 

Well, adieu, my deareft Sir, for the pre
fent ; I could not forbear writing a few 
words inftantly on my arrival ; though I 
fuppofe my letter of thanks for your confent 
is frill on the road. 

Saturday 
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Saturday Night. 

0 my dear Sir, in what raptures am 1 
returned! Well may Mr. Garrick be fo ce
lebrated, fo univerfally admired- I had 
1.ot any idea of fo great a performer. 

Such eafe ! fuch vivacity in his manner! 
fuch grace in his motions ! fuch fire and 
meaning in his eyes!- I could hardlr be
li vc he had itudied a written part, for 
every word feemed fpoke from the impul e 
of the moment. 

His action-at once fo graceful and fo 
free !-his voicc-fo clear, fo melodious, 
yet fo wonderfully various in its tonc~-
fuch animation !-every look jpeaks I . 

[ would have given the world to have 
had the whole play acted over again. And 
when he danced-0 how I envjed Cl r.
rind:t ! I almoft wi!heti to ha ·e j un1pc1.. on 
the ftage and joined them. 

I am afraid you will think me mad, fo 
I won't fay any more ; yet I really believe 
Mr. Garrick would make you mad too, if 
you could fee him. I intend to a!k Mrs. 
Mirvan to go to the play every night while 
we ftay in town. She is extremely kind to 
n1e, and Maria, her charming daughter, is 
the fweeteft: girl in the world. 

I iliall write to you every evening all that 
paHes in the day, and that in the fame man
ner as, if I could fee, I fhould tell you. 

C 3 Sunday •. 
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Sunday •. 

This morning we went to Port1and cha:
pel, and afterwards we walked in the Mall 
in St. J ames's Pa~ k, which by no ·means 
anfwered my expeCtations :· it ~s a long 
ftraight walk, of dirty gravel, very uneafy, 
to the feet; and at each end, inftead of an 
open profpeC't, nothing is to be feen but. 
houfes built of brick. vVhen Mrs. Mirvan 
pointed out the Palace to me-I think I. 
was never much more furprifed. 

However, the walk was ver-y agreeable 
to us; every body looked gay, and feemed 
pleafed,and the ladies were fo much dreifed, 
that Mifs Mirvan and I could do nothing 
but look at them. Mrs. Mirvan met feve
ral of her friends. No wonder,. for I ne
ver faw fo tnany people· aifembled together 
before. I looked about for f01ne of my 
acquaintance, but in vain, for I faw not 

' one perfon that I knew, which is very 
odd, for all the world feemed there. 

Mrs. Mirvan fays we are not to walk in 
the !?ark again next Sunday, even if we 
fuould be in town, becaufe there is better 
company in Kenfington Gardens. But re
ally if you had feen how n1uch every body 
was dr:eifed, you would not think that pof
!j.ble. 

M.onda>:·· 
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Monday. 

We are to go this evening to a private 
ball, given by Mrs~ Stanley, a very fa
ihionable lady of Mrs. Mirvan's acquaint
ance. 

We have been a jhopping, as Mrs. Mirvan 
calls it, all this morning, to buy filks, 
caps, gauzes, and fo forth. 

The ihops are really very en tertaining1 
cfpecially the n1ercers ; there feem to be 
fix or feven men belonging to each ihop, 
and every one took care, by bowing and 
fmirking, to be noticed; we were conduCted 
from one to another, and carried fron 
roon1 · to room~ with fo much ceremony, 
that at firft I was almoft afraid to follow. 
· I thought I ihould never have chofen a 
fi}k, for they produced fo many, I knew 
not which to fix upon, and they recom
n1ended them all fo ftrongly, that I fancy 
they thought I only wanted perfuafion to 
buy every thing they fhcwed me. And, 
indeed, they took fo much trouble, that I 
was almoft afuarned I could not. 

At the milliners, the ladies we met were 
fo much dreifed, that I fhould rather have 
imagined they were making vifits than pur
chafes. But what moft diverted me was, 
that we were more frequently fcryed by 
men than by women ; and fuch 1nen ! fo 
finical, fo affeCted ! they feemed to under-

C 4 fiand 
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il a every part of a woman's drefs better 
than we do ourfdves; and they recommend
ed caps and ribbands \Vith an air of fo mucli 
'jmportance, that I wifhed to afi< them how 
long they had left off wearing them ! 

The difpatch with which they work in 
thefe great iliops is amazing, for they have 
promifed me a compleat fuit of linen a
gainft the evening. 

I have juft had my hair dreffed. You 
can't think how oddly my head feels ; full of 
po\vder and black pins, and a great cujhion 
on the top of it. I believe you would 
hardly know me, for my face looks quittt 
different to what it did before my hair was 
dreffed. When I fhall be able to make 
u(e of a comb for myfelf I cannot tell, for 
n1y hair is fo much entangled, frizZed they 
call it, that I fear it will be very difficult. 

I am half afraid of this ball to-night, for, 
you know, I have never danced but at 
fchool ; however, Mifs Mirvan fays there 
is nothing in it. Yet I wifh it was over. 

Adieu, my dear Sir ; pray excufe the 
wretched ftuff I write, perhaps I may im
prove by being in this town, and then my 
letters will be lefs- unworthy your readino-. 
Mean time I am, 

0 

Your dutiful and affetl:ionate, 
thoogh unppolifhed, 

EvELIN A, 

Poor 
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Poor Mifs Nlirvan cannot wear one of 
the caps ihe made, bccaufe they drefs her 
hair too large for the1n. 

LET T ER XI. 

Eveliua ht con:inuation. 

Qseen·Ann-Street, Apr.I 5, Tuefday morning. 

I HAVE a vai1: deal tc fay, and fhall give 
all this morning to my pen. As to my 

plan of writing every (Vening the adven
tures of the day, I find it impracticable; 
for the diverfions here are fo very late, that 
if I begin my letters after them, I could 
not go to bed at all. 

We paft a m oft extraordinary evening. 
A private ball this was c21led, fo I expected 

. to have feen about fou~ or five couple; 
but, Lord! my dear Sir, I believe I faw 
half the world ! Two very large rooms 
were full of company; in one, were cards 
for the elderly ladies, and in the other, were 
the dancers. Mv mamrra Mirvan, for Jhe 
al \V a ·s calls me· her child, f.1id fue would 
lit wit.l Maria and me til. we were provided 
w1th partners, and the:1 j~in the card
players. 

T'he gentlemen, as th:'y pafftd and re-
C 5 pair"", 
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paffed, looked as if they thought we were .. 
quite at their difpofal, and only waiting , 
for the honour of their commands ; and. 
they fauntered about, in a carelefs indo
len.t_manner ,. . as if with a view to keep us 
in fufpenfe. I don't fpeak of this in re ... 
gard to Mifs Mirvan. and myfelf only, but 
to the ladies in general ; and I thought it 
fo provoking, that I determined, in my own 
n1ind, that, far from humouring fuch airs, 
I. w-ould rather not dance at all, than with 
any one who fhould feem to think me readj~ 
to . accept the firft. partn~r who would con
defcend to take me. 

Not long after, a young man, who had ~ 
for· fome time looked at us with a kind of 
negligent imp.ertinence, advanced, on tip~ 
toe, towards me; he had a fet fmile on his 
face, and his drefs was fo foppifh, that r 
really believe he even wifued to be ftare<.l 
~t ; and yet he was very ugly .. 

Bowing alm0ft to the grout1d, with a. 
fort of fwing, and waving his hand with 
the greateft conceit, after a fhort and filly 
paufe,_ he faid, '" lVIadam-may I pre-' 
fume.?''-and ftopt, offering to take mv. 
l1and. 1 drew it back, but con1d [care~ 
foruear laughing. '"' Allow me, NJadam,'~ 
(continued he, affetl:edly breaking off every 
half moment) ~' the honour and happineis 
-if. T ~n not fo \Jnhappy as to addr~fs you.-

" . tO. 
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too late-to have the happinefs and ho
noUI--" 

Again he would have taken my hand, . 
but, bowing my head, I begged to be ex-

. cufed, and turned to Mifs Mirvan to con
ceal my laughter. r.,. e then defired to know 
if .J had already engaged myfelf to fome 
more fortunate man ? I faid No, and that 
I believed I fhould not dance at all. He· 
would keep himfelf, he told n1e, difen
gaged, in hopes I !hou Id relent; and then, 
uttering fome ridiculous fpeeches of forrow 
and difappointment, though his face itill 
wore the fame invariable fmile, he re
treated .. 

It fo happened, as we have fince recol
lected, that during this little dialogue, Mrs. 
Mirvan was converfing with the lady of the 
houfe. And very foon after another gen
tleman, who feemed about fix-and-twenty 
years old, gayly, but not foppifhly, dreifed, 
and indeed extremely handfome, with an, 
air of mixed politenefs and gallantry, de
fired to know if I was engaged, or would 
J~onour him with my hand. So · he was 
pleafed to fay, though I am fure I know 
not what honour he could receive from 
me; but thefe fort of expreffions, I find, 
are ufed as words of courfe, without any 
diitinction of perfons, or fl:udy of pro .. 
vricty. 

c 6-
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Well, I bowed, and I am fure I colour
ed ; for indeed I was frightened at the 
thoughts of dancing before io n1any people, 
all fb·angers, and, which was worfe, with a 
itranger; however, that was unavoidable., 
for though I looked round the room feveral 
times, I could not fee one perfon that I 
knew. P.1.nd fo, he took my hand, and led 
1ne to join in the dance. . 

1'he minuets were over before we arrived, 
for we were kept late by the milliner': 
making us wait for our things. 

l-Ie kemed very defirous of entering into 
converfation with me; but I was Jeized with 
fuch a panic, that I could hardly fpeak a . 
word, and nothing but the !hamt of fo foon 
d1anging my rnind, prevented my return
jng to my feat, and declining to dance at 
alL 

l-Ie appe2.red to be furprifed at my ter-
ror, which I believe was but too app~ rent: 
however, he afked no quefl:ions, though I 
fear he n1uft think it very odd; for I did 
110t chooie to tell hitn it was owing to my 
never before dancing but with a fchool
gir1. 

Ilis convcrfation was fr~nfible and fpirit-
cd ; his air and addrefs were open and 
noble; his manners gentle, attentive, and 
infinitely engaging; his perfor1 is all ele-

gan~e". 
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gance, and his countenance the n1oft an1-
111ated and expreffive I have ever feen. 

!In a :fhort time we were joined by Mifs 
Mirvan, who ftood next couple to us. But 
how was I fi:artled, when ihe whifpered me 
that my partner was a nobleman ! '1'his 
gave me a new alann ; how will he be pro
voked, thought I, when he finds what a 
!imple ruftic he has honoured with his 
choice! one whofe ignorance of the world 
makes her perpetually fear doing fomething 
wrong! 

That he .fhould be fo much my fuperior 
every way, quite difconcerted me; and you 
will fuppofe my fpirits were not much 
raifed, when I heard a lady, in paffing us, 
fay, '' This is the rnoft difficult dance I 
ever faw." 

" 0 dear, then," cried M aria to her 
partner, " with your leave, I'll fit down 
tiJl the next." 

H So will I too, then," cried I, " for I 
am fure I can hardly ftand." 

'' Hut you muft fpeak to your partner 
firft," anfwered fhe; for he had turned 
afide to talk with fome gentlemen. How
ever, I had not fufficient courage to addrefs . 
him, and fo away we all three tript, and 
feated ourfelves at another end of the room. · 

But, unfortunately for me, Mifs Mirvan 
foon aftet .fuffe~ed he~felf to be prevailed 

upon 
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upon to attempt the dance; and Juft as ' fhe · 
rofe to go, fhe cried, " My dear, yonder is 
your partner, Lord Orville, walking about 
the room in fearch of you." 

" Don't leave me, then, dear girl!" cried 
I ; but ilie was obliged to go. And then I 
was more uneafy than ever; I would have 
given the world to have feen Mrs. Mirvan, 
and begged of her to make my apologies; for 
what, thought I, can I poffibly fay for my
felf in excufe for running away? he muft 
either conclude me a fool, or half mad, for 
any one brought up in the great world, and 
accuftomed to its ways, can have no idea 
of fuch fort of fears as n1ine. 

I was in the utmoft confufion, when I· 
obferved that he was every where feeking 
me, with apparent perplexity and furprife ; 
but when, at laft~ I faw him move towards 
the place where I fat, I was ready to fink 
with fhame and diftrefs. I found it abfo
lutely impoffible to keep my feat, becaufe 
I could not think of a word to fay for my-~ 
felf, and fo I rofe, and walked haftily to
wards the card-room, refolving to fray with 
Mrs. Mirvan the reft of the evening, and 
not to dance at all. But before I could find 
he:, Lord Orville faw and approached me. 

lie begged to know if I was not well? · 
You may eafily imagine how much I was 
confufed. I made no anfwer, but hung my 
head, .like a fool, and look~d on my fan. 

B...e: 
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He then, ·with an air the moft refpett
fully ferious, aiked if he had been io un
happy as to offend me? 

"' No, indeed ! " cried I : and then, in· 
hopes of changing the difcourfe, and pre
venting his further inquiries, I defired to 
know if he had feen the young lady who 
had been converfing with me ? 

No ;-but would I honour him with my. 
commands to fee for her?. 

" 0 by no means!" 
Was there any other perfon with whom I 

wifhed to fpeak ? 
I faid no, before I knew I had anf we red 

2t all. 
Should he have the pleafure of bringing 

n1e any refref.hment? 
I bowed, almoft involuntarily. And 

away. he flew. 
I was quite afhamed of being fo trouble

fame, and fo much above myfelf as thefe 
feeming airs n1ade me appear; but indeed I 
was too much confufed to think or act with 
any confiftency. . 

If he had not been fwift as lightning, 
I' don't know whether I ihould not have fl:o .. 
len away again ; but he returned in a n1o
ment. \Vhen I had drunk a glars of le
monade, he hoped, he faid, that I would 
again honour him with 1ny hand, as a new 
da_nce js j uft begun. I . had not the prefence 

of .. 
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of mind to fay a fingle word, and fo I let 
him once n1ore lead me to the place I had 
left. 

Shocked to find how filly, how childifh 
a part I had acted, my former fears of 
dancing before fuch a company, and with 

• fuch a partner, returned more forcibly than 
ever. I fuppofe he perceived my uneafinefs, 
for he intreated me to fit down again, if 
dancing was difagreeable to me. But I was 
quite fatisfied with the folly I had already 
ihewn, and therefore declined his offer, tho' 
I was really fcarce able to ftand. 

Under fuch confcious difad vantages, you 
may eafily imagine, my dear Sir, how ill I 
acquitted myfelf. But, though I both ex
pected and deferved to find him very much 
1nortified and difpleafed at his ill fortun~ in 
the choice he had made, yet, to my very 
great relief, he appeared to . be even con
tented, and very much aii1ftecl and encou
raged me. Thefe people in hjgh life have 
too much prefence of mind, I believe, to 
feem difconcerted, or out of humour, how
ever they may feel : for had I been the per-
fon of the moft confequence in the room, I 
could not have met with 1nore attention and 
refpect. 

vVhen the dance was over, feeing me ftill 
very much flurried, he led me to a feat, 

faying 
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faying that he woula not fuffer 1ne to fa
tigue .myfelf from politenefs. 

And then, if my capacity, or even if my 
fpirits had been better, in how animated a 
converfation might I have been engaged! 
It was then that I faw the rank of Lord 
Orville was his leaft recommendation, his 
underftanding and his n1anners being far 
more diftinguifhed. His remarks upon the 
company in general were fo apt, fo j uft, fo 
lively, I atn aln1oft furprifed tnyfelf that 
they. did not re-animate me; but indeed I 
was too well convinced of the ridiculous 
part I had myfelf played before fo nice an 
ob erver, to be able to enjoy his pleafantry: 
io felf-comp,affion gave me feeling for others. 
Yet I had not the courage to attetnpt either 
to defend them, or to rally in my turn; but 
liftened t:o him in filent embarraffme,nt. 

vVhen he found this, he changed the fub
jecr, and talked of public places, and pub
lic perfonners; but he foon difcovered that 
I was totally ignorant of them. 

He then, very ingenioufly, turned the 
difcourfe to the amufements and occupa
tions of the country. 

It now ftruck me, that he was refolved 
to try whether or not I was capable o£ 
talking upon any fubjett. This put fo great 
a conftraint upon my thoughts, that I was 
unable to go further than a monofyllable, 

and 
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and not even fo far, when I could poffibly 
avoid it. 

"\Ve were fitting in this n1anner, he con-
verfing with all gaiety, I looking down with 
all fooliilinefs, when that fop who had firft 
afked me to dance, with a moft ridiculous 
folemnity, approached, and after a profound 
bow or two, f.aid, " I humbly beg pardon, 
Madam,-and of you too, my Lord,-for 
breaking in tlpon fuch agreeable converfa
tion-which muft, doubtlefs, be much more 
deleCtable-than what I have the honour to 
offer-but-'' 

I interrupted him-I blufh for my folly, 
-with laughing ;. yet I could not help it, 
for, added to the n1an's ftately foppifhnefs, 
(and he acrually •took fnuff between every 
three words) when I looked round at L ord 
Orville, I faw fuch extreme furprifc in his 
f~ce,-the caufe of which appeared fo ab
furd, that I could not for my life preferve· 
my gravity. 

I had not laughed before from the time 
I had left Mifs Mirvan; and I had n1uch 
better have cried then ; Lord Orville ac
tually ftared at me; the beau, I know not 
his name, looked quite enraged. '' Refrain 
-Madam," (faid he, with an important 
air,) "a few moments refrain !-I have ·but 
a fentence to trouble you with.-May I 

k.noWt 
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kflow to what accident I muft attribute not 
having the honour of your hand ?" 

" Accident, Sir ! " repeated I~ much a
ftonifl1ed. 

" Yes, accident, Madam-for furely,-
1 muft take the liberty to obferve-pardon 
me, Madam,-it ought to be no common 
one-that fhould tempt a lady-fa young a 
one too,-to be guilty of ill manners. 

A confufcd idea now for the firft time 
entered my head,. of fomething I had heard 
of the rules of aifemblies; but I was neve~ 
at one before,- I have only danced at 
fchool,-and fo giddy and heedlefs I was, 
that I had not once confidered the impro .. 
priety of refufing one partner, and after .. 
wards accepting another. I was tbunder
fl:ruck at the recollection: but, while thefe 
thoughts were ruihing into my head, Lord 
Orville, with fome warmth, faid, "This la
dy, Sir, is incapable of meriting fuch an 
ilCcufation ! " 

The creature-for I am very angry with 
him,-made a low bow, and with a grin the 
moft malicious I ever faw, "My Lord, faid 
he, far be it from me to accufe the lady, for 
l1aving the difcerntnent to diftinguiih and 
prefer-the fuperior attractions of your· 
Lordfhip." 

Again he bowed, and walked off. 
Was ever any thing fo provoking ? I was. 

ready 
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ready to die with :!hame. " What a cox· 
comb!" exclaimed Lord Orville; while I, 
without knowing what I did, rofe haftily, 
and moving off, " I can't imagine, cried 
I, where 1\1rs. Mirvan has hid herfelf!" 

" Give me leave to fee," anfwered he. I 
bowed and fat down again, nGt daring to 
meet his eyes ; for what muft he think of · 
me, between my blunder and the fuppofed 
preference ? 

He returned in a moment, and told me 
that Mrs. Mirvan was at cards, but would 
be glad to fee me; and I went immediately. 
There was but one chair vacant, fo, to my 
great relief, Lord Orville prefently left us. 
J then told Mrs. Mirvan n1y difafters, and 
fhe good-naturedly blamed herfelf for not 
having better inftrutted me, but fai-d fhe 
had taken it for granted that l muft know 
fuch common cuftoms. However, the man 
may, I think, be fatisfied with his pretty 
fpeech, and carry his refentment no farther. 

In a ihort time, Lord Orville returned. 
I confented, with the beft grace I could, to 
go down another dance, for I had time to 
recolleCt myfelf, and therefore refolved t~ 
ufe fon1e exertion, and, if poffible, appear 
le[c; a fool than I hitherto had ; for it oc
curred to me that, infignificant as I was, 
compared to a man of his rank and figure, 
yet, fince he had been fo unfortunate as to 

n1ake 
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make choice of me for a partner, why I 
fhould endeavour to make the bell: of it. 

The dance, however, was .fhort, and he 
fpoke very little; fo I had no opportunity 
of putting ·my refolution in pratl:ice. He 
was fatisfied, I fuppofe, with his former 
fuccefslefs efforts to draw me out: or, ra
ther, I fancied, he has been inquiring who 
I was. This again difconcerted me, and 
the fpirits I had determined to exert, again 
failed me. Tired, aihamed, and mortified, 
I begged to fit down till we returned home, 
which we did foon after. Lord Orville did 
me the honour to hand me to the coach, 
talking all the way of the honour I had 
done him! 0 thefe faihionable people ! 

\V ell, my dear Sir, was it not a ftrange 
evening? I could not help being thus par
ticular, becaufe, to n1e, every thing is fo 
new. But it is now time to conclude. I 
am, with all love and duty, 

Your 

EvELINA: 

LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 

Evelina in continuation. 

. Tuefday, Aprils. 

T I-IERE is to be no end to the troubles 
of !aft night. I have, this moment, 

between perfuafion and laughter, gathered 
from Maria the moft curious dialogue that 
ever I heard. You will, at firft, be ftartled 
at my vanity ; but, my dear Sir, have pa
tience! 

It muft have paired while I was fitting 
with Mrs. Mirvan in the card-room. Ma
ria was taking fame refrefument, and faw 
Lord Orville advancing for the fame pur
pofe himfelf; but he did not know her, 
though ihe immediately recolleCted him. 
P·refently after, a very gay-lookinf? man, 
ftepping haftily up to him, cried, ' Why, 
my Lord, ·what have you done with your 
lovely ·partner ! " 

''Nothing.'" anfwered Lord Orville, with 
a fmile and a ihrug. 

" By Jove, cried the man, fhe is the moft 
beautiful creature I ever faw in my life ! " 

Lord Orville, as he well might, laughed, 
but anfwered, " Y cs, a pretty modeft-look
;.10' 0'1·1·1 " 
A./ •. t..' 0 • ·. 

"0 
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'' 0 n1y Lord ! " cried the madman, 

" 1he is an angel ! " 
" A jilent one," returned he. 
" Why ay, my Lord, how ftands ihe as 

to that ? She looks all intelligence and ex
preffion." 

" A poor weak girl!" anfwered Lord 
Orville, 1haking his head. 

'' By J ove," cried the other, " I am 
glad to hear it ! " _ 

At that moment, the fm1e odious crea
ture who had been my former torment, 
joined them. Acldrefiing Lord Orville with 
great refpect, he faid, " I beg pardon, my 
Lord,-if I was-as I fear might be the 
cafe-rather too fevere in my cenfure of the 
lady .who is honoured with your protection 
-but, my Lord, ill-breeding is apt to pro
voke a man." 

" Ill- breeding!" cried my unknowQ. 
champion, " impoffible! that elegant face 
can never be fo vile a mafk ! " 

" 0 Sir, as to that," anfwered he, "you 
rnuft allow me to judge; for though I pay 
all deference to your opinion-in other 
things,-yet I hope you will grant-and I 
appeal to your Lordihip alfc-that I am 
not totally defpicable as a judge of good or 
ill nunners." 

" I was fo wholly ignorant," faid Lord 
Orville gravely, "' of the provocation you 

· ' might 



48 E V E L I N A: 
might have had, that I could not but be 
furprifed at your fingular refentment." 

"It was far from my intention," anfwer
ed he, " to offend your Lordfi1ip; but 
really, for a perfon who is nobody, to give 
herfelf fuch airs,-1 own I could not com
mand my paffions. For, my Lord, though 
I have made diligent enquiry-! cannot 
learn who fhe is." 

" By what I can make out," cried my 
defender, '' :fhe muft be a country parfon's 
daughter." 

" He! he! he ! very good, 'pon ho
nour!" cried the fop,-" well, fo I could 
have fworn by her manners." 

And then, delighted at his own wit, he 
laughed, and went away, as I fuppofe, to 
repeat it. 

" But what the deuce is all this ?" de
manded the other. 

'' Why a very fooliih affair," anfwered 
I .. ord Orville ; " your Helen n rft refufed 
this coxcomb, and then-danced with me. 
This is all I can gather of it." 

" 0 Orville," returned he, " you are a 
happy man !-But, ill-bred ?-I can never 
believe it! And ihe looks too fenfible to be 
ignorant." 

" Whether ignorant, or mifchievous, I 
will not pretend to determine, but certain 
it is, fhe attended to all I could fay to her, 

thougl1 
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though I have really fatigued myfelf with 
fruitlefs endeavours to entertain her, with 
the moft immoveable gravity; but no foon
er did Lovel begin his complaint, than fhe 
was feized with a fit of laughing, firft af
fronting the poor beau, and then enjoying 
his mortification." 

" 1-Ia 1 ha! ha I why there's fome genius 
in that:, my Lord, though perhaps rather
ruflick." 

Here Maria was called to dance, and fo 
heard no more. 

Now tell me, my dear Sir, did you ever 
know any thing more provoking? " A poor 
weak girl!" '' ignorant or mifchievous!" 
vVhat mortifying words ! I'm refol ved, 
however, that I will never again be tempted 
to go to an a!fembly. I wifh I had been in 
Dorfetfhire. 

Well, after this, you will not be furprifed 
that Lord Orville contented himfelf with 
an enquiry after our healths this morning, 
by his fervant, without troubling himfelf to 
call; as Mifs Mirvan had told me he would: 
but perhaps it may be only a country cuf
tom. 

I would not live here for the world. I 
don't care how foon we leave town. Lon
don f<)on grows tirefome. I wifl1 the Cap
tain would come. Mrs. Mirvan talks of 

"\' oL. I. D the 



so E V E L I -N A. 

the opera for this evening; ho\Yever, I am 
very indifferent about it. 

'\Vednefday morning. 

\Ve11, my dear Sir, I have been pleaied, 
~crainft my will, I could almoft fay, for I 
n~uft o\vn I went out in very ill-humour, 
which I think you can't wonder at,: but the 
tn ufic and the finging were charming; they 
foothed me into a pleafure the moft grate
ful, the beft fuited to my prefent difpoiition 
in the world. I hope to perfuade l\1rs. 
r.1irv2.n to go again on Saturday. I wiih 
the opera was every night. It is, of all 
entertainments, the fweeteft~ 2nd moft de
lightful. Some of the fangs feemed ·ro tnelt 
n1y very foul. It was what they G11ll a ft-
1·ious opera, as the comic firft finger was ill. 

To-night we go to Ranclagh. If c:ny of 
thofe three gentiemen who converfed fo 
freely about me fhould be thert--but I 
won't think of it. 

Thurfday morning. 

Vl ell, my dear Sir, we went to Rane
]acrh. It is a charming place, and the bril
li~lcy of the lights,. on my firft entrance, 
made me almoft thmk I was in fome in
chanted cafi:le, or fairy palace, for all looked 
like magic to me. 

rfhe very firft perfon I faw was Lord 
Orville. 
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·Orvil1e. I felt fo confufed !-but he did 
not fee me. After tea, l\1rs. Mirvan being 
tired, Maria and I walked round the roon1 
alone. Then again we faw him; ftanding 
by the orcheil:ra. We, too, ftopt to hear 
a finger. He bowed to me; I courtGed, and 
I am fure I coloured. Vl e foon walked on, 
not liking our fituation; however, he did 
not follovi us, and when we paft by the 
orcheftra again, he was gone. Afterwards,. 
in the courie of the evening, we met him 
feveral times, but he was always with fome 
party, and never fpoke to us, tho' when
ever he chanced to n1eet my eyes, he c . -
deicended to bow. 

I cannot but be hurt at the opinion he 
entertains of me. It is true, my own be
haviour incurred ir--yet he is himfelf the 
nwft agreeable, and, feemingly, the moft 
amiable man in the world, and therefore · t 
is, that I am grieved to be thought ill of 
by him : for of whoie efleem ought we to 
be ambitious, if not of thoie who moft me
rit our own ?-But it is too late to reflect 
upon this now. V ell, I can't help it;
However, I think I have done with affen1-
blics! 

This morning was deilined for fteing 
jigbts, auCtions, curious fhops, and f forth; 
but t 1y Lead ached, and I was not in a hu .. 
tnour to be amuf·d, and fo I milde them 
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go without m~, though very unwillingly .. 
1'hey are all kndnefs. 

And now I ~m forry I did not accompany 
them, for I know not what to do with my
felf. I had refolved not to go to the play 
to-night; but [ believe I fb all. In fhort, 
I hardly care vhether I do or not. 

* ** * * * * * 
I thought I 1ad done wrong! Mrs. Mir .. 

van and Mar:a have been half the town 
over, and fo entertained !-while I, like a 
fool, ftayed at home to do nothing. And, 
at an auB:ion in Pall-Mall, who fhould they 
n1eet but Lotd Orville ! l-Ie fat next to 
Mrs. Mirvan, and they talked a great deal 
together: but ihe gave me no account of 
the converfatim. · 

I may never have fuch another opportu
nity of feeing London; I am quite forry 
that I was not of the party; but I deferve 
this mortificat:on, for having indulged 1ny 
ill-humour. 

Thurfday night. 

We are jull: returned from the play, 
which was King Lear, and has made me 
very fad. \V~ did not fee any body we 

knew. 
"yY ell, adie1:, it is too late to write more. 

Friday, 
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Friday. 

Captain Mirvan ·is arrived. I have not 
fpirits to give an account of his introduc
tion, for he has really :fhockcd me. I do 
not like him. l-Ie fc:ems to le furl y, vul
gar, and difagreeable. 

Almofr the fame moment that Maria was. 
prefented to him, he began feme rude jefts -
upon the bad ihape of her nae, and called 
her a tall, ill-formed thing. She bore it 
with the utmofl: good-humoL1r; but that 
kind and fweet-tempered voman, Mrs. 
Mirvan, delervecl a bett·~r lot I am amaz
ed fl1~ would marry him. 

For my own part, I have been fo ihy, 
that I have hardly fpoken to him, or he to 
me. I cannot imagine why 1he family was 
fo rejoiced at his return. If he had fpent 
his whole life abroad, I fl1ould have fup
pofcd they might rather have been thankful 
than forrowfu1. I-Iowever, I hope they do 
not think io ill of him as I de. At leaft,. I 
am fure they have too n1uch prudence to 
n1ake it known. 

Saturday night. 

We have qeen to the opera, and I am 
frill more pleafed than I wa; on Tuefday. 
I could have thought myfe f in paradiie, 
but for the continual talking. of the com
pany around me. We fat in the pit, where 
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every body was dreffed in fo high a fry re,. 
that, if I had been lcfs delighted with the 
performance, my eyes would have found tne 
fufficient entertainment from looking at the 
ladies. 

I was very glad I did not fit next the 
Captain, for he could not bear the mufic, 
or fingers, and was extreme} y grofs in his. 
obfervations on both. vVhen the opera was 
over, we went into a place called the coffee
room, where ladies as well as gentJemen 
aifemble. There are all forts of refren1-
tnents, and the company \Valk about, and . 
chat, with the fame cafe and freedom as in 
a private room. 

On Monday we go to a ridotto, and on· 
Wednefday we return to Howard Grove. 
The Captain fays he won't ftay here to be 
fmoked with filth any longer; but, having 
been feven years fmoked with a burning ·fun, 
he will retire to the country, and fink into 
a fair-weather chap. 

Adieu, my dear Sir. 

LETTEI{. 
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1. E T T E R XIII. 

" E~·elina in continuatio11. 

Tuefday, April12. 

My dear Sir, 
E came home from the ridotto fo 

late, or rather, fo early, that it was 
not poffible for me to write. Indeed we did 
not go, you will be frightened to hear it,-· 
t ill pail eleven o'clock: but nobody does. 
J\. terrible reverfe of the order of nature! 
Vve fleep \vith the ft..ln, and wake with the 
1DO') i1. 

' he room was very magnificent, the 
lights and decorations brilliant, and the 
company· gay and fplendid. But I fhould 
have told you, that I made very many ob
jettions to being of the party, according to 
the refolution I had formed. However, 
Maria laughed me out of my fcruples, and 
fo, once again-! went to an affembly. 

Mifs Mirvan danced a minuet, but I had 
not the courage to follow her example. In 
our walks I faw Lord Orville. He was quite 
alone, but did not obferve us. Yet, as he 
feemed. of no party, I thought it was not 
impoffible that he might join us; -and tho' I 
did not wifh much to dance at all,-yer, as I 
was more acquainted with him than with any 
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other perfon in the room, I muft own I could· 
not help thinki1g it would be infinitely more 
d efi reable to cance again with h~m, than 
with an entire 1ranger. To be fure, after · 
all that had pa.tfed, it was very ridiculous to 
fuppofe it even probable, that Lord Orville 
would again f.ODOUr l11C wi th his choiCe; 
yet I am compelled to confefs my abfurdity, 
by way of explaining what follov.,rs. 

Mifs l\1irvan was foon engaged ; and, 
prefently after, a very fafhionabie, gay· 
looking man, who feemed about 30 years 
of age, addrefred himfelf to me, and beg~ 
ged to have the honour of dancing with 
me. N ow M aria's partner ·was a gentleman· 
of Mrs. Mirva1's acqu,tintance; for ihe had 
told us it was highly improper for young 
'vomen to dance with fcran gers, at any 
public affembly. Indeed it vras by no 
n1eans my wifr. fo to do; yet I did not lil·e 
to confine myfe1f from dancing at all ; nei
ther did I dare refuie this gentleman, as I 
had done Mr. Lovel, and then, if any ac
quaintance ihculd offer, accept him: and 
fo, all thefe re<Jons combining, induced me 
to tell him-yet I blufh to write it to you ! 
-that I was already engaged; by which I 
meant to ketp myfe!f at liberty to dance or 
not, as matten i11ould fall out. 

I fuppofe rry confcioufnefs betrayed my 
artifice, for he looked at me as if incredu

lous ; 
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lous; and, inftead of being fatisfied with 
n1y anfwer, and leaving n1e, according to 
n1y expectation, he walked at my fide, and, 
with the greatdl: eafe imaginable, began a 
converfation, in that free ftyle which only 
belongs to old and intimate acquaintance.' 
But, what was moft provoking, he afked 
me a thoufand queftions concerning the 
partner to 'Whom I was engaged. And, at 
laft, he faid, " Is it really poffible that a 
man whom you have. honoured with your. 
acceptance, can fail to be at hand to profit 
from your goodnefs ?" 

I felt extremely foolifh, and begged l'v1rs: 
Mirvan to lead to a feat, which Jbe very 
obligingly did. The Captain fat next 
her, and, to my great furprife, this gentle:. 
man thought proper to follow, and feat 
himfelf next to me. 

" What an infenfible !" continued he, 
" why, Madam, you are miffing the moft 
delightful dance in the world! The man 
muit be either n1acl, or a fooL-\¥hich do 
you incline to think him yourfelf ?" 

" Neither, Sir," anfwcred 1 in fome con-' 
fufion. 

He begged my pardon fo:- the freedom 
of his fuppofitioll, faying> " I really was 
off my guard, from aftonifhment that any 
nun can be fo much and fo unaccountab1v 
his own enemy. But wh:re, rv1adam, can 
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he poffibly be ?-has he left the room?
or has not he been in it?" 

" Indeed, Sir," faid I peeviihly, '' I 
know nothing of him." 

"I don't wonder that you are difcon certed, 
Madam, it is really very provoking. The 
beft part of the evening will be abfolutely 
loft. He deferves not that you ihould wait 
for him." 

" I do not, Sir," faid I, " and I beg you 
not to--" 

"Mortifying, indeed, Madam," interrupt
ed he, "a lady to wait for a gentleman !-0 
fie!-carelefs fellow! -what can detain him? 
~\Vill you give me leave to feek him?" 

" If you pleafe, Sir," anfwered I, quite 
terrified left Mrs. Mirvan iliould attend to 
him, for fue looked verty n1uch furprifed at 
feeing me enter into converfation with a 
:!hanger. 

" With all my heart," cried he; " pray 
what coat has he on ? " 

" Indeed I never looked at it." 
" Out upon hin1 ! " cried he ; " What ! 

did he addrefs you in a coat not worth look
ina at ?-What a fhabby dog!" 

Ho:v ridic~lous ! I really could not help 
laughmg, whtch, I fear, encouraged him, 
for he went on. 

" Charming creature ! -and can you 
really bear. ill ufage wich fo much fweetnefs ? 

!:::'Can 
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~Can you, like patience on a monument, fmile 
in the midft of difappointment ?-For my 
part, though I am not the· offenc cd perion, 
my indignation is fo great, that I long to 
kick the fellow round the rootn !-unlefs, 
indeed, -(hefitating and looking earn eft] y 
at 1ne,) unlefs, indeed- it ]s a partner of 
your own creating?" 

I was dreadfully abafhed, and could not' 
make any anfwer. 

'' But no!" cried he, (again, and with 
warmth,) "it cannot be that you are fo creel! 
Softnefs itfelf is painted in your eyes :- · 
You could not, furely, have the barbarity 
fo \Vantonly to trifle with my mifery ? " 

I turned away from this nonfenfe, with 
real difgufr. Mrs. Mirvan faw my confu
fion, but was perplexed ·what to think of ir, . 
and I could not explain to her tre caufe, 
left the Captain fhould hear me. I there
fore propofed to walk, fhe confented, and 
we all rofe; but, would you believe it ? 
this man had the afrurance to rife too, and . 
walk clofe by my ilde, as if of my party ! 

" .!. Tow," cried he, " I hope we fhall fee 
this ingrate.-Is that he ?"-pointing to an 
old man, who was lart.:e, " or t at?" And 
in this manner he z.fked me of \Vhoevcr \vas 
<1ld er ugly in the room. I made no fort 
of anfwcr; and when he found that I was 
r fohnely filent, and walked on, as much 

D 6 as 



Go E V E L I N A. 

as I could, without obferving him, he fud
denly ftamped his foot, and cried out, iti 

a paffion, '' Fool ! idiot ! booby !" 
I turned hafrily toward him : " 0 Ma .. 

dam," continued he, " forgive my vehe-
mence, but I am diftracred to think there 
fhould exift a wretch who can flight a blef
fing for which I would forfeit my life !-
0 ! that I could but meet him !-I would 
foon --But I grow angry : pardon me, 
l\1adam, my paffions are violent, and your 
i~j uries affeCt me!" 

I began to npprchend he was a madman~ 
and flared at him wid1 the utmoft aftoni111 ·· 
ment. · " I fee you arc moved, Madam,"· 
faid he, " generous creature !-but don't 
be alarmell, I am cool again, I am indeed, 
-upon my foul I am,-1 entreat you, moft 
lovely of mortals! I entreat you to be eafy .''· 

" Indeed, Sir," faid I very feriouf.ly, 
'' I n1uft infi£1: upon your leaving me; you 
arc quite a {hanger to me, and I am both 
unufed, and averfe to your language and 
y,our manners." 

This feemed to have fome effeCt on him. 
l-Ie made me a low bow, begged my 
pardon, and vowed he would not for the 
world oftend me. 

"Then, Sir, you muft leave me-," cried I. 
" I am gone, Madam, I am gene ! " 

with a moft tragical air; and he marched 
away, 
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away, a qui~k pace, out of fight in a mo
ment; but before I had time to congratu
late myfelf, he was again at n1y elbow. 

"And could you really let me go, and not 
be forry ?-Can you fee me fuffer torments 
inexpreffible, and yet retain all your favour 
for that mifcreant who flies you ? -U n
grateful puppy! -I could bailinado him ! " 

" For Heaven's fake," n1y dear, cried 
Mrs. Mirvan, " who is he talking of?" 

" Indeed-! do not know, Madam,~' 
faid I, " bt1t I wifh he would leave me." 

" "Vhat's all that there ?" cried the Cap .. · 
tain. 

The man made a low bow, and faid, 
" Only, Sir, a flight ol:jecrion which this 
young lady makes to dancing with me, and 
which I am endeavouring to obviate. I ihall 
think n1yfelf greatly. honoured, if you wiU 
intercede for me." 

" That lady, Sir," faid the Captain 
coldly, '' is her own miftrefs." And he 
walked fullenly on. · 

" You, Madam," faid the man, (who. 
looked delighted, to Mrs. Mirvan,) " you, 
I hope, will have the goodnefs to fpeak fon 
n1e." 

" Sir," anfwered fbe gravely, "I have 
not the pleafure of being acquainted with 
you." 

~' I hope when yo\1 have, Ma'am," cried. 
he, 
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he, (undaunted,) " you will honour me 
with your approbation; but, while I am 
yet unknown to you, it would be truly ge
nerous in you to countenance me; and, I 
flatter tnyfelf, Madam, that you will not 
have caufe to repent it." 

Mrs. Mirvan, with an embarraffed air, 
replied, " I do not at all mean, Sir, to 
doubt your being a gentleman,-but,-'·' 

" But what, Madan1 ?-that doubt re-

moved, why a but?" 
" V\T ell, Sir," faid Mrs. Mirvan, (with 

a good-humoured fmile,) "I will even treat 
you with your own plainn'efs, and try what 
effeCt that will have on you : I 1nuft there-
fore tell you, once for ail,--'' 

'' 0 pardon me, Madan11" interrupted he 
eagerly, ''you muit not proceed with thofe 
words, once for all; no, if I have been too 
plain, and though a man, deferve a rebuke, 
remember, dear ladies, that if you cop)', 
you ought, in juftice, to exczife me." 

\f\T e both ftared at the man's ftrange be .. 

haviour. 
'' Be nobler than your fex," continupd 

he, turning to me, " honour me with one 
dance, and give up the ingrate who has 
merited io ill your patience." 

Mrs. Mirvan looked with aftoniihment at 
us both. " Who does he fpeak of, my 
dear ?-yotl never mentioned .-" · - ,, 0 
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" 0 Madam !" exclaimed he, " he was 
not worth n1entioning-it is pity he was 
ever thought of; but let us forget his 
exiftence. One dance is all I folicit ; per- ""' 
n1it me, madam, the honour of this young 
lady's hand ; it will be a favour I ihall ever 
moft gratefully acknowledge." 

" Sir," anfwered :fhe, '' favours and 
{hangers have with me no conneCtion." 

'' If you have hitherto," faid he, " con
fined your benevolence to your intimate 
friends, fuffer_ n1e to be the firft for whom 
your charity is enlarged." 

" Well, Sir, I know not what to fay to 
1 you,-but-'' . 

l-Ie ftopt her but with fo many urgent 
entreaties, that fue at laft told me, I muft 
either go down one dance, or avoid his 
importunities by returning home. I hefi
tated which alternative to chufe; but this 
impetuous man at length prevailed, aud I 
was obliged to content to dance with him. 

And thus was my deviation from truth 
punifl1ed ; and thus did this man's deter
n1ined boldnefs conquer. 

During the dance, before we were too 
n1uch engaged in it for converfation, he 
was extremely provoking about nzy pm·tner, 
and tried every means in his power to n1ake 
n1e own that I had decei \"'ed him ; which, 
though I would not fo far humble n1yfelf, 
was, indeed, bl1t too obvious. 

Lord 
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Lord Orville, I fancy,' did not dance at 

all; he feemed to have a large acquaint
ance, and joined feveral different parties : 
but you will eafily fuppofe I \vas not much 
pleafed to fee him, in a few minutes after 
I was gone, walk towards the place I had 
juft left, and bow to, and join Mrs. Mir-

van! 
Flow unlucky 1 thought myfelf, that ·1 

had not longer withftood this il:ranger's 
importunities ! The moment we had gone 
down the dance, I was hafrening away from 
him, but he ftopt me, and faid that I could 
by no means return to my party, without 
giving offence, before we had done our duty 
of walking up the dance. As I know no
thing at all of thefe rules and cufroms, I 
was obliged to fubmit to his direCtions; but 
I fancy I looked rather uneafy, for he took 
notice of my inattention, faying, in his 
free way, " Whence that anxiety ?-vVhy 
are thofe lovely eyes perpetually averted ?" 

" I wifh you would fay no more to me, 
Sir," (cried I peeviibly) " you have already 
deftroyed all my happinefs for this even~ 

· ing." 
" Good f-Ieaven! what is it I have done? 

-I-Iow have I merited this fcorn ?" 
" You have tormented me to death; you 

have forced me from my friends, and in
truded yourfelf upon me, againft n1y wi11, 

for a partner:~'. 
H S J ... _ ure y, 
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" Surely, my dear madam, vve ought 
to be better friends, fince there feems t(); 
be fomething of fympathy in the franknefs 
of our difpofitions-And yet, were you not 
an angel-how do you think I could brook 
fuch contempt?" 

" If I have offendeJ you, cried I, you 
have but to leave n1e-and 0 how I wifi1 
you would ! " 

" My dear creature," (cried he, half 
laughing) " why where could you be edu
cated ?" 

'' \V here I m oft fin cere 1 y wHh I now 
was !" 

" flow confcious you muG: be, all beau
tiful that you are, that thofe charming airs 
ferve only to heighten the bloom of yo\.lr 
complexion !" 

" Your freedom, Sir, where you are 
more acquainted, may perhaps be lefs dif
agreeable ; but to me--'' 

" You do me j uilicc," (cried he> inter
rupting me) ''" yes, I do indeed improve 
upon acquaintance; you will hereafter be 
quite charmed with me." 

" Hereafter, Sir, I hope I £hall never-" 
" 0 huih !-huih !-have you forgot 

the fituation in which I found you ?-Have 
you forgot, that when defcrted, I purfued 
you,-when betrayed, I adored you ?-bt1t 
for me-''. 

" But 
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• ~ " But for you, Sir, I might, perhaps~. 

have been happy." 
" What, then, am I to conclude th~t, 

but for me, your partner would have ap
peared ?-poor fellow !-and did my pre-
fcnce a\ve him ?" 

'" I wifh his prefc:nce, Sir, could awe· 

) 'Oll f" 
" H is prefence !-perhaps then you fee 

him ?" 
" > 1 s· I d " . d I . 1 er11aps, 1r, o; cne , . qmte 

wearied of his raillery. 
" V' here ?-where.?-for Heaven's fake 

fhew me the wretch ! " 
H Wretch, Sir ?H • 
" O, .a very favage !-a ibeal~ ing, filame-

faced, defpicable puppy !" 
I know not what bewitched n1e,-but 

n1y pride was hurt, and my fpirits were 
tired, and-in fuort-1 had the folly, look
ing at Lord Orville, to repeat, " Dejpica
ble, you think ?" ' 

His eyes inftantly followed mine; ''why, 
is that the gentleman ?" 

I made no anfwer; I could not affirm, 
and I would not deny ; for I hoped to be 
relieved from his teizing, by his miftake. 

The very moment we had done what he 
called our duty, I eagerly defired to return 
to Mrs. Mirvan. 

To 
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" To your partner, I prefume, Madam?" 
faid he, very gravely. 

This suite confounded me; I dreaded 
]eft this tnifchievous man, ignorant of his 
rank, fhould addrefs himfclf to Lord Or
ville, and fay fomething which might ex
pofe my artifice. Fool! to involve myfelf 
in fuch difficulties ! I now feared what I hacl 
before wifhed, and, therefore,. to avoid Lord 
Orville, I was obliged myfelf to propoft 
going down another dance, though I was 
ready to fink with !hame while I fpoke. 

" But your partner, lVIa'am ?" (faid he, 
afFeB:ino· a very fokmn air) " perhlps he 
m:ly re ent my detainit.g you : if yoLI will 
give me leave to afk his conient-". 

" Not for the univerfe." 
" Who is he, Madam ?" 
I wiihed myfelf a hundred miles off. He 

repeated his quefl:ion, '' What is his 
name ?" 

"Nothing-nobody-! don't know.-'' 
I-Ie affumed a moft important folemnity ; 

" How !-not know ?-Give n1e leave, 
my dear madam, to recommend this cau
tion to you ; never dance in public with a 
H:ranger, -with one whofe name you are 
unacquainted with,-who may be a mere ad
venturer,-a man of no character,-confi
der to what impertinence you n1ay expofe·· 
yourfelf." 

\V us 
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\Vas ever any thing fo ridiculous ? r 
could not help laughing,. in fpite of my 

vexation. 
At this inftant, Mrs. Mirvan 1 followed 

by Lord Orville, walked up to us. You 
will eafily believe it was not diffictllt for 
me to recover my gravity ; but what was 
my confternation, when this ftrange man-r 
defti ned to be the fcourge of my artifice, 
exclaimed, " Ha ! my Lord Orville ! -I 
proteft I did not know your Lordfhip. 
What can I fay for my tlfurpation ?-Yet,. 
faith, n1y Lord, f1.1ch a prize was not to be 
neglected." 

My fhame and confuflon were tmfpeuk-
able. Who could have fuppofed or fore .. 
feen that this n1an knew Lord Orvil1e! But 
falfehood is not more unjuftifiable than tin-

fafe. 
Lord Orv11le-we11 he might,-looked 

all amazement. 
" The philofophic coldnefs of your 

Lordfhip," -continued this odious creature, 
" every man is not endowed with. I have 
ufed my utmoft endeavours to entertain this 
Ldy, though I fear without fuccefs; and 
yoL r Lord!hip would be not a little flatter
ed, if acquainted with the difficulty which 
attended my procuring the honour of only 
one dance." Then, turning to n1e, who 
was finking with fhame, while Lord Or-

ville 
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ville fi:ood motionlefs, and Mrs. Mirvan 
.aH:onifhed,-he fuddenly feized my hand, 
faying, " Thinlr, my Lord, what muft be 
my reluCtance to refign this fair hand to 
your Lordfhip !" 

In the fame inftant, Lord Orville took 
it of him; I coloured violently, and made 
an effort to recover it. " You do me too 
n1uch honour, Sir, cried he," (with an air 
of gallantry, preffing it to his lips ere he 
let it go) 44 however, I .fhall be happy to 
profit by it, if this lady," (turning to Mrs. 
Mirvan) " will permit me to feek for her 
party." 

'"fo compel him thus to dance, I could 
not endure, and eagerly called out, '' By 
no means,-not for the world !-I n1uil: 
beg---" 

'' \Vill you honour me, Madam, with 
your commands," cried my tonnentor; 
" may I feek the lady's party r" 

" No, Sir," anfwcred I, turning from 
him. 

" vVhat jhall be done, my dear," faid 
Mrs. Mirvan ? 

'' N orhing, Ma'am ; - any thing, I 
mean.--'' 

" But do you dance, or not? you fee 
l1is Lordfl1ip waits.'' 

" I hope not,-I beg that-I would not 
for the world-I am fure I ought to-to-" 

I could 
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I could not fpeak ; -but that confident 
nun, determined to difcover whether or 
not I had deceived him, faid to Lord Or
vi1lc, who ftood fufpended, " My Lord, 
this affair, which, at prefent, feems per
plexed, I will briefly explain ;-this lady 
propofed to me another dance,-nothing 
could have tnade me more happy-1 only 
wifhed for your Lordfhip's permiffion, 
which, if now granted, will, I arn perfua
ded, fet every thing right." 

I glowed with indignation. "No, Sir
It is your abfence., and that alone, can fet 
every thing rir-:ht." 

'' '- D For I-leavcn.'s fake, my dear/' (cried 
Mrs. I\1irvan, who could no longer contain 
her furprife,) " what does all this mean ? 
-were you pre-engaged ?-had Lord Or-
vi11e--'' 

" No, ~1adam, cried I,-on1y-only I 
did not know that gentleman,-. 1 d fo,
and fo I thought-! intended-!-~' 

Overpowered by all that had paifed, I 
had not frrength to make my mortifying 
explanation ;-my fpirits quite failed me, 
and I burft into tears. 
Th~y all feemed fiwcked and amazed. 
" What is the matter, my deareft love ?" 

cried Mrs.Mirvan, with the kindeft concern. 
"What have I done ?"exclaimed my evil 

genius, and ran ofl-icioufly for a glafs of v.rater. 
I-lowever, a hint was fufficient for Lord 

Orville, 
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t :~rville, who comprehended all I would 
l1ave explained. f-Jc immediately led me to 
a feat, and faid, in a low voice, " Be not 
difheifetl, I befeech you ; I fhall ever think ' 
my name honoured by your n1aking ufe of 
it." 

This politenefs relieved me. A general 
murmur had alarmed Mifs Mirvan, who 
Bew inftantly to me; while Lord Orville, 
the moment Mrs. Mirvan had taken the 
''.iter, led my tormentor away. 

" For Heaven's fake, dear lVIadam," 
cried I, " let me go hon1e,-indeed I can
not ftay here any longer." 

" Let us all go," cried my kind Maria. 
" But the Captain-what will he fay?

'I had better go home in a chair." 
Mrs. Mirvan confented, and I rofe to 

depart. Lord Orville and that man both 
came to me. The firft, with an attention I 
had but ill merited from him, led me to a 
chair, while the other followed, peflcrinO' 
me with apologies. I wiihed to have mad~ 
mine to Lord Orville, but was too much 
afhamed. 

It was about one o'clock. Mrs. Mir
van's fervants faw n1e home. 

And now,-what again ihall ever tempt 
me to an affembly ? I dread to hear what 
you will think of me, my moft dear an :l 
honoured Sir : you will need your utmofl: 

10 partiality 
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partiality to receive me without difplea
fure. 

This morning Lord Orville has fent to 
enquire after our healths: and Sir Clement 
Willoughby, for that, I find, is the name 
of my perfecutor, has called: but I would 
not go down fl:airs till he was gone. 

And now, my dear Sir, I can fomewhat 
account for the itrange, provoking, and ri
-diculous conduB: of this Sir Clement laft 
night; for 1V1ifs Mirvan fays, he is the very 
man with whom fhe heard Lord Orville 
converfing at Mrs. Stanley's, when I was 
fpoken of in fo mortifying a manner. He 
was pleafed to f-ay he was glad to hear I 
was a fool, and therefore, I fuppofe, he 
concluded he n1ight talk as much nonfenfe 
as he pleafed to me: however, I an1 very 
indifferent as to his opinion ; -but for 
Lord Orville,-if then he thought me an 
idiot, now, I an1 fure, he muft beTieve me 
both bold and prefuming. Make ufe of 
his name !-what impertinence !-he can 
never know how it happened,-he can only 
imagine it was from an excefs of vanity :
well, however, I !hall leave this bad city 
to-morrow, and never again will I enter 
it! 

The Captain intends to taKe us to-nicrht 
to the Fantocini. I cannot bear that C~p
tain ; I can give you no idea how grofs ~e 

lS. 
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.. is. I heartily rejoice that he was not pre
fent at the difagree. ble conclufion .of yefter
day's adventure, for I am fure he would 
have contributed ·.to my confufion ; which 
might perhaps have . diverted him, as he 
{eldom or never fmiles but at fome other 
perfon's expence. 

And here I conclude my London letters; 
-and without any regret, for I am too in
experienced and ignorant to conduct my
felf with propriety in this town, where every 
thing is new to me., and many things are 
-unaccountable and perplexing. 

Adieu, my dear Sir ; Heaven refl:ore me 
fafely to you ! I wifh I was to go imme
diately to Berry Hill ; yet the wiih is un
grateful to Mrs. Mirvan, and therefore I 
will reprefs it. I ihall write an account of 
the Fantocini fron1 Howard Grove. We 
have not been to half the public places that 
are now open, though I dare fay you will 
think we have been to all. But they are 
almoft as innt1merable as the perfons who 
fi.ll .them. 

r OL. J. LET-
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I.J E T T E R XIV. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Queen-Ann-ftreet, April 1 3; 

H 0\V much will you be furprifed, my 
deareft Sir, at receiving another let

ter nom London of your Evelina's writing ! 
But, believe me, it was not n1y fault, 
neither is it my happinefs, that I am ftill 
here: our journey has been poftponed by 
an accident equally unexpeCted and dif .. 
agreeable. 

\Ve went laft night to fee the Fantocini, 
where we had infinite entertainment fron1 
the performance of a little comedy, in 
French and Italian, by puppets, fo admi
rably n1anaged, that they both aft?nif11_ed 
and diverted us all, except the Captam, 
who has a fixed and moft prejudiced hatred 
of whatever is not Englifh. 

When it was over, while we waited for 
the co::ch, a tall elderly woman brui11ed 
quickly paft us, calling out, '' My God ! 
what ihall I do ?" 

" \Vhy what would you do," cried the 
Captain. 

H l\1a foi, MoJ?jieur," anfwered fhe, " I 
have loft my company, and in this place I 
don't know nobody:.". 

There 
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There was fomething foreign in her ac
cent, though it was difficult to difCover 
whether ihe was an Englifh or a French 
woman. She was very well dreifed, and 
feemed fo entirely at a lofs what to do, that 
Mrs. Mirvan propofed to the Captain to 
affift her. 

" Affift her!" cried he, " ay, with all 
my heart ; -let a link- boy call her' a 
coach." 

There was not one to be had, and it rain
ed very faft. 

'' Jvfon Dieu," exclaimeli the ftranger~ 
" what fhall become of me,? Je fitis au dif
efpcir !)) 

'' Dear Sir," cried Mifs Mirvan, " pray 
let us take the poor lady into Otlr coach. 
She is quite alone, and a foreigner-." 

''She's never the better for that," anfwered 
he : '' ibe may be a woman of the town, 
for any thing you know." 

" She dots not appear fuch," faid Mrs. 
Mirvan, " and indeed fhe feems io much 
diftrefled, that we fhall but follow the gol
den rule, if we carry her to her lodgings." • 

" You are mighty fond of new acquaint
ance," returned he, " but firfc let us know 
if fhe be going our way." 

Upon enquiry, we found that i11e lived 
in Oxford Road, and, after Lme difputing, 
the Captain, furlily, and with a very b,.d 

E 2 gi..:C\:, 
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grace, confented to admit her into his 
coach ; though be foon convinced us, that 
he was determined fhe mould not be too 
much obliged to him, for he feemcd ab
folutely bent upon quarrelling with h\:r ~ 
for which frrange inhofpitality, I can affign 
no other reafon, than that fhe appeared to 

be a foreigner. 
1'he converfation began, by her telling 

us, that fhe had been in England only two 
days; that the gentletnen belonging to her 
were Parifians, and had left her, to fee for 
a hackney-coach, as her own carriage was 
abroad.; and that fi1e had waited for then1 
till ihe was quite frightened, and concluded 
that they had loit themfel ves. 

'' And 11ray," faid the Captain, " why 
did ,you go to a public place without an 

Englifnman ?'' 
'' Ma Joi, Sir," anfwered fhe, '' becaufe 

none of my acquaintance is in town." 
" Why then," faid he, " I'll tell you 

what ; yol:u beft way is to go out of it . 

yourfelf." 
'' Pardie, Monjieur," returned fhe, "and 

fo I fhall ; for, I promife you, I think the 
Engliih a parcel of brutes ; and I'll go 
back to France as faft as I can, for I would 
not live among none of you." 

"Who wants you ?" cried the Captain; 
'~do ym.1 fuppofe, Madam French, we have 

not 
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not enough of other nations to pick our 
pockets already? I'll warrant you, there's 
JlO need of you for to put in your oar." 

" Pick your pockets, Sir! I wifh r:otody 
wanted to pick your pockets no more than 
I do ; and I'll promile you, you'd be f:1fe 
enough. But there's no nation under the 
fun can beat the Eng1ifh for ill-po1itenefs: 
for my part, l hate the very fight of them, 
and fo I ihall only ju£1: viflt a perCon of 
quality or t\vo, of my particular acquaint
ance, and then I ihall go back .:gain to 
France." 

" Ay, do," cried he, " and then go 
to the devil together, for that's the fitteft 
voyage for the French and the quality." 

" We'll take care, however," cried the 
ihanger, with great vehemenc,e, '' not to 
admit none of your vulgar, tmmannered 
Englifh among us." 

"0 never fear," (returned he cooly)" w~ 
fuan't difpute the point with you ; you and 
the quality may have the devil all to your
felves." 

Defrrous of char.1ging the fubjetl: of a 
converfation which now became very alarm
ing, Mifs Mirvan called out, " Lord, how 
flow the man drives !'' 

'' Never mind, Moll," faid her father, 
" 1'11 warrant you he'll drive faft enouo-h to-

E 
b 

3 n1orrow, 
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morrow, when you're going to Howard 
G·rove." 

" To Howard Grove!" exclaimed the 
· i' " h n· d 1 ranger; Wt y, mon zeu, o you (now 
Lady Howard ?" 

"' vVhy, what if we do ?" anfwered he, 
" that's nothing to you; {he's none of your 
qu1lity, I 'll promife you." 

" "\Vho told you that?" cried fhe, "you 
cl·; n't know nothing about the Inatter; be
fides, you're the ill-bredcft perfon eo/er I 
1ee; and as to your knowing Lady How
ard, I don't believe no fuch a thing; un
lds, indeed, you are her fteward." 

rrhe Captain, fwearing terribly, faid, 
with great fury, ''you would much fooner 
be taken for her wafh-woman." 

" Her wan1-woman, indeed !-Ha, ha, 
ha !-why you han't no eyes; did you ever 
iee a wafh-woman in fuch a gown as this? 
-befides, I'm no fuch mean perfon, for 
I'n1 as .good as Lady Howard, and as rich 
too; and befides, I'n1 now come to Eng-
land to vifit her." 

" You may fpare yourfelf that there 
trouble," faid the Captain, " fhe has pau
pers enough about her already." 

" Paupers, Mr. !-no more a pauper 
than yourfelf, nor fo much neither ;-but 
you're are a low, dirty fellow, and I !han't 
il:oop to take no more notice of you." 

"D' . 1rty 
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"Dirty fellow!" (exclaimed the Captain, 
feizing both her wrifts) " hark you, Mrs. 
Frog, you'd beft hold your tongue, for I 
muft mak.e bold to tell you, if you don't, 
that I fhall make no ceremony of tripping 
you out of the window; and there you may 
lie in the mud till fome of your Monfieurs 
come to help you out of it." 

Their encreafing paffion q 1ite terrified 
tls ; and Mts. Mirvan was bet,,inning to 
remonftr.ate with the Captain, when we 
were all filenced by what follows. 

" Let me go, villain that you are, let me 
go, or I'll pron1ife you I'll get you put to 
prifon for this ufage ; I'n1 no common per
fan, I affure you, and, ma foi, I'll go to 
J uftice Fielding about you ; for I'm a 
perfon of fafhion, and I'll n1ake you know 
it, or my name i' n't Duval." 

I heard no more : amazed, frightened, 
and unfpcakably fhocked, an involuntary 
exclamation of Gracious Heaven ! efcaped 
me, and, more dead than alive, I funk into 
Mrs. Mirvan's arms. But let me draw a 
veil over a fcene too cruel for a heart fo 
compaffionately tender as yours; it is fuf
ficient that you know this fuppofed fo
reigner proved to be Madame Duval,-the 
grandmother of your Evelina! 

0, Sir, to d1fcover fo near a relation in a 
woman who had thus introduced herfelf!-

E 4 what 
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what would become of me, were it not for 
you, my proteCtor, my friend, and n1y re-· 
fuge? 

My extreme concern, and Mrs. J\1irvan's 
furprife, immediately betrayed me. But 
I will not !hock you with the manner of her 
acknowledging me, or the bithernef'), the 
grof/nefs-I cannot otherwife exprefs myfelf,, 
--with which ihe fpoke of tho[e unhappy 
paft tranfaCl:ions you have fo pathetically 
related to me. All the mifery of a rnuch
injured parent, dear, though never feen,. 
regretted, though never known, crowded fo 
forcibly upon my memory, that they ren
dered this interview-Jne only excepted-· 
the moit affiiEting I can ever know. 

\Vhen we ftopt at her lodgings, !he de
fired me to accompany her into the houfe, 
and faid fhe could eaf1ly procure a room for 
n1e to ileep in. Alarmed and trembling, I 
turned to Mrs. Mirvan. " My daughter, 
M'adam," faid that fweet woman, " cannot 
fo abruptly part with her young friend ; 
you muil: allow a little time to wean thetn 
from each other." 

" Pardon me, Ma'am," anfwered Ma
dame Du val, (who, frorn the time of her 
being known fomewhat ioftened her lnan
ners) '' Mifs can't poffibly be fo nearly con
nected to this child as I am." 

~' No matter for that," cried the Cap-
tain,. 
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tain, (who efpoufed my caufe to fatisfy his 
own pique, though an awkward apology 
had paired between them) " !he was ient to 
us, and fo, d'ye fee, we don't chufe for to 
part with her." 

I promifed to wait upon her at what time 
ihe pleafed the next day, and, after a f11ort 
debate, ihe defired 1ne to breakfaft with her, 
and we proceeded to ~1een-Ann-Str~et. 

What an unfortunate adventure ! I could 
not clofe my eyes the whole night. A 
thoufand times I wiihed I had never left 
Berry Hill; however, my return th ither 
fhall be accelerated to the utmoft of my 
power; and, once more in that abode of 
tranquil happinefs, I will fuffer no tempta
tion to allure me elfewhere. 

Mrs. l\1irvan was fo kind as to accom
pany me to Madame Duval's houfe this 
n1orning. T'he Captain, too, offered his 
fervice, which I decl ined, from a fear f11e 
fhould fupp9fe I meant to infult her. 

She frowned moll: terribly upon Mrs. 
Mirvan, but ihe rec ,ived me \Vi eh as much 
tenderneis as I believe fhe is capable of 
feeling. Indeed, our meeting. feu;·1s really 
to have affected her; for when, overcome 
by the variety of emotions which the fiaht 
of her occaGoned, I almoft fainted in her 
arms, ihe burft into tears, <l~d faid, " Let 
111e not lofe my poor daughter a fecond 

E 5 time!'~ 
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time!" This unexpeCted humanity foftened 
me extremely ; but fhe very foon excited 
my warmeH: indignation, by the ungrateful 
mention fhe made of the beft of men, my 
dear, and moft generous benefactor. I-Iow· 
ever, grief and anger mutually gave way to 
terror, upon her avowing the intention of ' 
her vifiting England was to make me re
turn with her to France. This, ihe faid, 
was a plan fhe had formed from the inftant 
fhe had heard of my birth, which, ihe pro
tefted, did not reach her ears till I muft have 
be~n twelve years of age ; but Monfieur 
Duval, who, ihe declared, was the wodl: 
hufband in the world, would not permit 
her to do any thing ihe wifhed: he had 
been dead but three months, which had 
been employed in arranging certain affairs, 
that were no fooner fettled, than ih·e fet off 
for England. She was already out of 
n1ourning, for ihe faid nobody here could 
tell how long fhe had been a widow. 

She muft have been married very early 
in life; what her age is, I do not know, 
but fhe really looks to be lefs th::m fifty. 
She dreffes very gaily, paints very high, 
~nd the traces of former beauty are frill 
very vifible in her face. 

I know not, when, or how, this vifit 
would have ended, h2d not the Captain 

' called for Mrs. Mirvan, and abfolutely ir-
2 fifieJ 
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fifl:ed upon my attending her. He is be
come, very fuddenly, fo warmly my friend, 
that I quite dread his officioufnefs. Mrs. 
Mirvan, however, whofe principal ftudy 
feems to be healing thofe wounds which her 
hufband inflicts, appeafed Madame Du-

. val's wrath, by a very polite invitation to 
drink tea and fpend the evening here. Not 
without great difficulty was the Captain 
prevailed upon to defer his journey fome 
time longer; but what could be done? it 
would have been indecent for me to have 
quitted town the very inftant I difcove'red 
that Madame Duval was in it; and to have 
frayed here folely under her protettion
Mrs. Mirvan, thank Heaven, was too kind 
for fuch a thought. That fhe fhould fol
low us to Howard Grove, .I almoft equally 
dreaded ; it is, therefore, determined that 
we remain in London for fon1e days, or a 
week : though the Captain has declared 
that the old }'rench hag, as he is pleafed to 
call her, fhall fare never the better for it. 

My only hope, is to get fafe to Berry 
I-Iill; where, counfelled and fueltered by 
you, I !hall have nothing more to fear. 
Adieu, my ever dear and moft honoured 
Sir ! I iliall have no happinefs till I arn a
gain with you ! 

E 6 LET-
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LETTER XV .. 

Mr. Villars to Eveliua. 

Berry Hill, Aprilr6..-

I N the belief and hope that n1y E velina 
would ere now have bid adieu to Lon

don, I had intended to have deferred writ
ing, till I heard of her return to Howard 
Grove; but the letter I have this moment 
received, with intelligence of tv1adame Du
val's arrival in England, demands an im
mediate anfwer. 

Her journey hither equally grieves and 
alarms me : how much did I pity my child, 
when I read of a difcovery at once fo un
expeCted and unwirned ! I have long dread
ed this n1eeting and its confequence; to 
claim you, feems naturally to fo,llow ac
knowledging you : I am well acquainted 
with her difpofition, and have for many 
years forefeen the contdl: which now threat
ens us. 

Cruel as are the circumftances of this 
affair, you 1nui1: not, my love, fuffer it to 
deprefs your fpirits ; remember, that while 
life is lent me, I will devote it to your fer
vice; anJ, for fu t ure tin:e, I will mal'e 
fuch provi!i· n as ihall i~em to me moft 
conducive to your future happinefs. Se-

cure 
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cure of my protection, and relying on my 
tendernefs, let no apprehenfions of Madame 
Duval difturb your peace; condud your
felf towards her with_ all the refpeB: and i 
deference due to fo near a relation, remem
bering always, that the failure of duty on { 
her part, can by no means jufrify any ne
glect on yours : indeed, the n1ore forcibly 
you are ftruck with improprieties and mif
conduEt in another, the greater ihould be 
your obfervance and diligence to avoid even 
the fhadow of fimilar errors. Be careful, 
therefore, that no remiffi1efs of attention, 
no indifference of obliging, make known 
to her the independence 1 afil.1re you of; 
but when fhe fixes the time for her leaving
England, truft to n1e the tar of refufing 
your attending her : difagreeable to1 myfelf 
I own it will be, yet to yo-:.1, it would be 
improper, if not impoffible. 

In regard to her opinion of me, I am 
n1ore forry than furprifed at her determined 
blindnefs ; the palliation, which ihe feels the 
want of, for her own conduct, leads her to 
feek for failings in all who were conccrced 
in thofe unhappy tranfactions v.:hich 1he has 
fo much reafon to la~nent. And this, as it 
is the caufe, fo we muft, in fome n.cafure, 
con 'ider it as the excufe of her invete
racy. 

How grateful to 1ne are your wifhes t0 
return 
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return to Berry Hill! your lengthened ftay 
in London, and the diffipation in which I 
find you are involved, fill me with uneafi
nefs : I mean not, however, that I would 
have you fequefter yourfelf from the party 
to which you belong, fince Mrs. Mirvan 
n1ight thence infer a reproof which your 
youth and her kindnefs would render inex
cufable. I will not, therefore, enlarge up
on this fubjecr, but content myfelf with 
telling you, that I ihall heartily rejoice when 
I hear of your fafe arrival at Howard Grove, 
for which place I hope you will be prepar
ing at the time you receive this letter. 

I cannot too much thank you, my bef1: 
Evelina, for the minutenefs of your com
Inunications; continue to rrie this indul
gence, for I ihould be miferable if in igno
rance of your proceed!ngs. 

How new to you is the fcene of life in 
which you are now engaged,-L.Jls-plays 
-operas-ridottos--Ah, my child ! at your 
return hither, how will you bear the change? 
My heart trembles for your future tran
quillity .-Yet I will hope every thing fron1 
the unfullied whitenefs of your foul, and 
the native livelinefs of your difpofition. 

J 
I am fure I need not iay, how much n1ore 

I was pleafed with the miftakes of your in
experience at the private ball, than with 
the attempted adoption of n1ore faihion~ 1}le 

mannes 
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manners at the ridotto. But your confufion 
and mortifications were fuch as to entirely 
filence all reproofs on my part. 

I hope you will fee no more of Sir Cle
ment Willoughby, whofe con verfation and 
boldnefs are extremely difguftful to n1e. I 
was gratified by the good-nature of Lord 
Orville, upon your making ufe of ]lis name, 
but I hope you will never again put it to 
fuch a trial. 

Heaven b]e(s thee, my dear child, and 
grant that neither 1nisfonune nor vice may 
ever rob thee of that gaiety of heart which, 
refulting from innocence, while it confti
tutes your own, contributes alfo to the fe
licity of all who know you ! 

AR THUR V ILLARS. 

LETTER XVI. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. l7illars. 

Qgeen-Ann-.lheet, Thurfday morning, April If-

BEFORE our dinner was over yefter
day, Madame Duval came to tea: 

though it will leffen your furprife, to hear 
that it was near five o'clock, for we never 
dine till the day is almofl: over. She was afked 
into another room, while the tai:-He was 

cleared, 
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cleared, and then was invited to partake of 
the defert. 

She \Vas attended by a French gentleman,. 
whom G1e introduced by the name of Mon
fieur Du Bois : !v1rs. Mirvan received them 
both with her ufual politenefs; but the 

, Captain looked very much difpleafed, and, 
after a ihort filence, very fternly faid to 
Madame Duval, " Pray who Jfked you to 
bring that there fp1rk with you?" 

" 0," cried fhe, ' ' I never go no- where 
without him." 

Another fhort filence enfued, which was 
terminated by the Captain's turning roughly 
to the foreigner, and faying, '~ Do you 
know, Monfieur; that you're the firft 
Frenchn1an I ever let come into my houfe ?" 

Monfienr Du Bois made a profound bow. 
He fpeaks no Engli!h, and um.lerftands it 
fo imperfeCtly, that he n1ight, pofiibly, 
imagine he had received a compliment. 

Nlrs. Mirvan endeavoured to divert the 
Captain's ill-humour, by ftarting new fub-

.. jeCl:s ; but he left to her all the trouble of 
fupporting them, and leant back in his 
chair in gloomy filence, except when any 
opportunity offered of uttering fome farcafm 
upon the French. Find:ng her efforts to 
render the evening agreeable were fruitlefs, 
Mrs. Mirvan propokd a party to Rane
lagh. Madan1e Duval joyfully confented 

to 
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to it, and the Captain, tho' he railed againft 
the diilipation of the women, did not op
pofe it, and therefore Maria and I ran up 
ftairs to drefs ourfel ves. 

Before we were ready, word was brought 
tls, that Sir Clement Vvilloughby was in 
the drawing-room. l-Ie introduced himfelf 
under the pre ence of enquiring after all 
our healchs, and entered the room with the 
eafy air of an old acquaintance; though. 
Mrs. Mirvan confeifes that he feemed em
barrafied, when he found how coldly he 
was received, not only by the Captain, but 
by herfelf. 

I was extremely difconcerted at the 
thoughts of feeing this man again, and did 
not go down ftairs till I v1as called to tea. 
He was then deeply engaged in a difcot1rfe 
upon French manners with Madame Duval 
and the Captain, and the fubjeet feemed fo 
entirely to engrofs him, that he did not, ~t 
firft, obferve my entrance into the room. 
1,heir converfation was fupported with 
great vehemence ; the Captain roughly 
tnaintaining the fuperiority of the Englifh 
in every particular, and Madame Duval 
warmly refufing to allow of it in any; while 
Sir Clement exerted all his powers of argu
nlent and of ridicule to fecond and ftrength
en whatever was advanced by the Captain: 
for he had the fagacity to difcover, that h 

could 
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could take no n1e.thod fo effeCtual for ma'k
ing the mafter of the houfe his fr~end, (S 
to make Madame Duval his enemy: ani 
indeed, in a very ihort time, he had reafcn 
to congratulate hin1felf upon his fuccefsfll 

difcernment. 
As foon as he faw me, he made a mcft 

refpeftful bow, and hoped I had not f f
fered from the fatigue of the r!dotto : I 
n1ade no other, anfvJer than a flight inclira
tion of the head, for I was very mu::h 
afhamed of that whole affi1ir. l-Ie then :e
turned to the difputants, \vhere he managed 
the argument fo fkilfully, at once provCk
ing Madame Duval, and delighting 1he 
Captain, that I could not forbear admiring 
his addrefs, though I condemned his fllb- · 
tlety. Mrs. Mirvan, dreading fuch viol~nt 
antagonifts, attempted frequently to change 
the fubjeCt; and ibe might have fucceeeed, 
but for the interpofition of Sir Clement, 
who would not fuffer it to be given t1p, md 
fupported it with fuch humour and fa1ire, 
that he feems to have won the Captan's 
heart; though their united forces fo ennged 
and overpowered Madame Duval, that fue 
reaBy trembled with paffion. 

I was very glad when Mrs. Mirvan faid 
it was time to be gone. Sir Clement arofe 
to take leave; but the Captain very cor
dially invited him to join our party : he bad 

an 
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an engagement, he faid, but would give it 
up to have that pleafure. 

Some little confufion enfued in reg~trd to 
our manner of fetting off: Mrs. Mirvan 
offered Madame Duval a place in her coach, 
and propofed that we four females fhould 
go all together: ho\vever, this Ihe rejected, 
declaring ihe would by no mea. s go fo far 
without a gentleman, and won(kring fo po
lite a lady could m<.ke fo Englijh a prop f 1. 
Sir Clement Willo~1ghby iaid his chariot 
was waiting at the door, and beggeJ to 
know jf it could be of any ufe. It was, 
at laft, decided, that a hackney-coach fhould 
be called for Monfieur Du Bois and Ma
dame Duval, in which the Captain, and, 
at his requefr, Sir Clement, went alfo; 
Mrs. and Mifs Mirvan and I had a peace
ful and comfortable ride by ourfelves. 

I don't doubt but they quarrelled all the 
way; for when we met at Ranelagh, every 
one feemed out of humour: and, though 
we joined parties, poor Madame Duval was 
avoided as much as poffible by all but me, 
and I did not dare quit her for an inftant: 
indeed I believe fhe was refol ved I ihould 
not, for Ihe leant upon my arm almoft all 
the evening. 

The room was fo very much crowded, 
that, but for the uncomn1on affiduity of Sir 
Clement Willoughby, we fhould not have 

been 

I 
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been able to procure a box (which is the 
name given to the arched receffes which are 
appropriated for tea-parties) till half the 
company had retired. As we \vere taking 
po:ffeffion of our places, fome ladies of Mrs. 
Mirvan's acquaintance ftopped to fpeak to 
her, and perfuaded her to take a round with 
them. \Vhen ihe returned to us, what 
was my furprife, to fee that Lord Orville 
had joined her party ! The ladies walked. 
on; l\1rs. Mirvan feated herfelf, and made· 
a flight, though refpeCtful, invitation to 
Lord Orville to drink his tea with us, 
which, to my no fmall confternation, he 
accepted. · 

I felt a confufion unfpeakable at again• 
feeing him, from the recolleCtion of the ri
dotto adventure: nor did tny finution lef
fen it, for I was feated between Madame 
Duval and Sir Clement, who feemed as 
little as myfelf to defire Lord Orville's pre
fence. Indeed, the continual wrangling and 
ill-breeding of Captain Mirvan and Ma
dame Duval, made me bluih that I: belong-. 
ed to them. And poor Mrs. Mirvan and 
her amiable daughter had ftill lefs reafon 
to be fatisfied. 

A general fllence enfued after he was. 
feated: his appearance, from different mo
tives, gave a univerfal reH:raint to every 
~ody. What his own reafons were for ho~ 

nounng 
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·10Uring us with his co:11pany, I cannot 
imagine, unlt'fs, indeed, he had a curiofity 
to know whether I lhould invent any new 
jmpertinence concerning him. 

The firft fpeech was made by Madame 
Duval, who faid, " It's quite a .!hocking 
thing to fee ladies come to fo genteel a place 
as Ranelagh with hats on ; it . has a mon
firous vulgar look : I can't think what they 
wear them for. There's no fuch a thing to 
be feen in Paris." 

" Indeed," cried Sir Clement, " I muft 
own nqfelf no advocate for hats; I a1n 
forry the ladies ever invented or adopted fo 
tantalizing a fafhion ; for, where there is 
beauty, they only ferve to lhade it, and where 
there is none, to excite a moft unavailing 
curiofity. I fancy they were originally worn 
by fome young and whimfical coquet." 

" More likely," anf\vered the Captain, 
" they were invented by fome wrinkled old 
hag, who'd a mind for to keep the young 
fellows in chace, let them be never fo 
weary." 

'' I don't know what you n1ay do in 
England," cried lVladame Duval, " but I 
know in Paris no woman need n't be at fuch 
a trouble as that, to be taken very genteel 
notice of." 

" Why, will you pretend for to fay," re
turned the Captain, " that they don't dif

tinguiih 
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tinguiili the old from the young there as 
well as here ?" 

~., They don't make no diftinguiiliments 
at all," faid {he ; '' they're vaftly too po-
lite." · 

'' More fools they!" faid the Captain, 
fneeringly. 

'' \¥ ould to Heaven," cried Sir Cle-
ment, '" that, for our own fakes, we Eng
lifhn1en too were bleft with fo accommo
dating a blindnefs !:' 

" vVhy the devil do you make fuch a 
prayer as that ?" demanded the Captain : 
" them are the firft fooliih words I've heard 
you fpeak; but I fuppofe you're not much 
ufed to that fort of work. Did you ever 
niake a prayer before, fince you were a 
fniveler ?" 

" ... ~y, now," cried 1\fadame Duval, 
'' that's another of the unpoliteneifes of you 
Englifh, to go to talking of fuch things as 
that: now in Paris, nobody never fays no
thing about religion, no more than about 
politics." 

" Why then," anfwered he, " it's a fian 
they take no more care of their fouls, th~n 
of their country, and fo both one and t'o
thcr go to old Nick." 

" Well, if they do," faid ihe, '' who's 
the worfe, fo long as they don't fay nothing 
about it? it's the tirefomeft thing in the 

world 
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world to be always tall'ing of them fort of 
things, and nobody that's ever been abroad 
roubles their heads about them." 
'' Pray then," cried the Captain, " fince 

you know fo much of the matter, be fo good 
as to tell us what they do trouble their heads 
about?- hay, Sir Clement l ha'n't we a 
right to know that much ?" 

" A very comprehenfive queftion," faid 
Sir Clement, " and I expeCt much inftruc
tion from t·he lady's anfwer." 

'' Come, Madam," continued the Cap
tain, " never flinch ; Jpeak at once; don't 
itop for thinking." , 

''I affure you I am not going," anfwered 
fhe; " for as to what they do do, why 
they've enough to do, I promife you, what 
with one thing or another." 

" But 1£/bat, 'lohat do they do, thefe fa
mous Monfieurs ?'' demanded the Captain ; 
" can't you tell us ? do they game?- or 
drink ?-or fiddle ?-or are they jockies ?
or do they fpend all their time in flumm r-
ing old women ?" ~ 

'' As to that, Sir,-but indeed I fha'n'i: 
trouble_ myfelf to anfwer fuch a parcel of 
low queftions, fo don't afk me no more 
about it." And then, to my great vexa
tion, turning to Lord Orville, fhe faid, 
" Pray, Sir, was you ever in Paris?" 

I-Ie only bowed, 
"And 



'9 6 -E \V E L I N A. 

" And pray, Sir, how did you like it?" 
'J'his comprehenjive queftion, as Sir Cle

ment wou ~d have cJlled it, though it made 
·him fmil alfo n1ade him hefitate; how
ever, his anfwer was cxpreffive of his ap-
·probation. 

" I thought you would like it, Sir, e-
caufe you look f,) 1 k.e a gentleman. As to 
~the Captain, and as to that other gentle
-man, why they may very well not like what 
they don't know: for I fuppofe, Sir, you 
-was never abroad ?" 

" Only three years, Ma'am," anfwered 
Sir Clement, drily. 

" \V ell, that's very furprifing ! I fhould 
never have thought jt: however, I dare fay 
you only kept company with the Engliih." 

" vVhy pray, who jhould .he keep com
pany with ?" cried the Captain: " what, I 
fuppofe you'd have him aihamed of his own 
nation, like fome other people, not a thou
fand miles off, ori purpofe to make his own 
nation a!han1ed of him.,, 

" I'm fure it wou'd be a very good thing 
if you'd go abroad yourfelf." 

" How will you make out that, hay, 
Madam? come, pleafe to tell me, where 
would be the good of that? 

" \Vhere ! why a great deal. They'd 
make quite another perfon of you,, 

·" What, I fuppofe you'd have me learn 
Io ro 
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t-o cut capers ?-and drefs like a monkey ? 
-and palaver in French gibberifh ?-hay, 
would you ?-And powder, and daub, and 
n1ake myfelf up, like fame other folks ?" 

" I would have you learn to be n1ore 
politer, Sir, and not to talk to ladies in 
fuch a rude, old-fafhion way as this. You, 
Sir, as have been in Paris" (again addrefr .. 
ing herfelf to Loru Orville) " can tell this 
Englifh gentleman how he'd be defpifed, if 
he was to talk in fuch an ungenteel n~anner 
as this, before any foreigners. Why there 
is n't a hair-dreffer, nor a fhoe-m::..ker, nor 
nobody, that would n't blufh to ~e in your 
company." • 

" Why look ye, Madam," anfwered the 
Captain, " as to your hair-pinchers and 
.!hoe-blacks, you may puff off their n1an
ners, and welcome; and I am heartily glad 
you like 'em fo wtll; but <JS to me, fince 
you muft needs make fo free of your advice 
I n1uft e'en tell you, I never kept company 
with any fuch gentry." 

'' Come, ladies and gentlemen," faid 
}Irs. Miryap, ." as many ?f you as ha~e 

1 8one tea, I mv1te to walk with me." Mana 
· and I ftarted up infrantly ; Lord Orville 

;/ followed; and I queftion whether we were 
not half round the romn ere the angry dif
p utants knew that we had lpft the box. 

As the huiband of l\1rs. Mirvan had 
VoL. F borne 
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borne fo large a fi1are in this difagreeable al
tercation, Lord Orville foroore to n1ake 
any comments upon it; fo that the fubjeB:: 
was immediately dropt, and the converfa ... 
tion became calmly fociable, and politely 
chearful, and, to every body but me, muft 
have been highly agreeable:- but, as to 
tnyfelf, I was fo eagerly defirous of n1aking 
fome apology to Lord Orville for the im ... 
pertinence of which he muft have thouCYht 
me guilty at the ridotto, and yet fo utte~ly 
unable to affume fufficient courage to fpeak 
to him concerning an affair in which I had 
fo terribly expofed myfelf, that I hardlv 
ventured to fay a word all the time we were 
walking. Beildes, the knowledge of his 
contemptuous opinion, haunted · and difpi
rited me, and made me fear he n1ight pof
flbly mifconftrue whatever I fuould fay. So 
that, far from enjoying a converfation that 

ight, at any other time, have delighted 
n1e, I continued filent, nncomfortable, and 
afhamed. 0 Sir, fhall ' I ever again involve 
mvielf in fo foolifu an embarratiment? I 
a~ furc that if ,1 do, I fhall deferve yet 
oreater mortification. • 
0 We were not joined by th~ refr of th~ 
p:;.rty till we had taken three or four turn<) 
round the room, and then, they were fo 
quarrelfome, that l\1rs. Mirvan complained 
or· being fatigued, and propofed going 

home. 
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home. No one diff'ented. Lord Orville 
joined another party, having firft made an 
offer of his fervices, which the gentlemen 
declined, and we proceeded to an outward 
room, where we waited for the carriages. 
It was fettled that we fhould return to town 
in the fame manner we came to Ranelagh, 
and, accordingly., Monfieur Du Bois hand
ed Madan1e Duval into a hackney-coach, 
and was juft preparing to follow her, when 
1he fcreamed, and jumpt haftily out, de
claring lhe was wet through all her clothes. 
Indeed, upon examination, the coach was 
found to be in a difmal condition; for the 
weather proved very bad, and the rain had, 
though I know not how, znade its way into 
the carriage. . 

Mrs. Mifs Mirvan, and myfelf, were al
ready difpofed of as before; but no fooner 
did the Captain hear this account, than, 
without any ceremony, he was fo civil as to 
immediately take pofieffion of the vacant feat 
in his own coach, leaving Madame Duval 
and Monfieur Du Bois to take care of them ... 
fel ·es. As to Sir Clement \Villoughby,· 
his own c!1ariot was in waiting. 

I inftantly begged permiffion to offer 
1adame Duval my own place, and made a 

Jnotion to get out; but Mrs. Mirvan ftop
ped n1e, f.-lying that I ihould then be ob-

F ~ liged 
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liged to return to town with only the fo~ 
reigner, or Sir Clement. 

'' 0 never mind the old Beldame," cried 
the Captain "ihe's weather-proof, I'll an
f wer for her; and be fides, as we are all, I 
hope, Englifh, why fhe'll meet with no worfe 
than ihe expeCts from us.'' 

" I do not mean to defend her," faid 
Mrs. Mirvan; " but indeed, as ihe belongs 
to our party, we cannot, with any decency, 
leave the place, till fhe is, by fome means, 
accommodated." 

'' Lord, n1y dear:' cried the Captain, 
whom the dtftrefs of Madame Duval had 
put into very good humour, " why ihe'll 
break her heart, if ihe meets with any civi· 
lity from a filthy Engliihman." 

Mrs. Mirvan, however, prevailed, and 
we all got out of the coach, to wait till 
Madame Duval could meet with fome bet
ter carriage. We found her, attended by 
Monfieur Du Bois, ftanding amongft the 
fervants, and very bufy in wiping her ne· 
gligee, and endeavouring to fave it from 
being fl:ained by the wet, as ihe faici it was 
a new Lyon's filk. Sir Clement \V!llough
by offered her the ufe of his chariot, but 
fhe had been too much piqued by ms rail
lery to accept it. We waited fome time, 
but in vain, for no hackney-coach could be 
procured. 'fhe Captain, at laft, Na per-

fuaded 
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fuaded to accompany Sir Clement himfelf7 

and we four females were handed into Mrs. 
Mirvan's carriage, though not before Ma
dame Duval had infifted upon our making 
room for Monfieur Du Bois, to which the 
Captain only confented in preference to 
being. incommoded by him in Sir Clement's 
chariot. 

Our party drove off firft. We were fi~ 
lent and unfociable; for the difficulties at
tending this arrangement had znade every 
one languid and fatigued. U nfociable, I 
n1uft own, we continued; but very fhorc 
was the duration of our filence, as we had 
not proceeded thirty yards, ere every voice 
was heard at once,-for the coach broke 
down! I fuppofe we concluded of courfe, 
that we were all half killed, by tLe violent 
ihriel'"s that feemed to come from every 
1110 uh. rfhe char·ot .vas fl:opped, the fer
van ts came to our aflittance, and \Ve were 
all taken out of th~ carriage, wirhout hav .. 
ing b~cn at all h 1rt. The night was ark 
and wet; but I had fcarce touched t~1e 
ground, when I was lifted fuddenly frotn 
it, by Sir Clement Willoughby, who beg
ged permiffion to a.llift me, though he did 
not wait to hav·· it granted, but carried me 
in his arms back to Ranelagh. 

He enquired very earneftly if I was Dot 
hurt by the accident? I affured him I wa3 

F 3 perfectly 



IG2 E V E L I l~ A. 

pe {eCl:ly fafe, and free from .injury, and 
defired he would leave me, and return to 
the rdt of the party, for I was very uneafy 
to know whether they had been equally 
~fortunate. He told me he was happy in 

eina honouretl with my cotnmands, and 
would joyfully execute then1; but infifted 

' 1.1pon firfl: conduCting me to a warm room, 
as I had not wholly efcaped being wet. He 
djd not regard my o~jeB:ions, but made me 
follow him to aa apartment, where we 
found an excellent fire, and fi)me company 
waiting for carriages. I readily accepted a 
feat, and then begged he would go. 

And go, indeed, he did ; but he returned 
in a moment, telling me that the rain was 
rnore violent than ever, and that he had 
ient his fervants to offer their affiftance, and 
acquaint the Mirvans of n1y fituation. I 
was very mad that he would not go him .. 
felf; but as my acquaintance with him was 
io very flight, I did not think proper to. 
urge him contrary to his inclination. 

Well, he drew a chair clofe to mine, and, 
after again enquiring how I did, faid, in a 
low voice, " You will pardon me, Mifs 
Anville, if the eagernefs I feel to vindicate 
myfelf, induces me to fnatch this oppor
tunity of rnaking fincere acknowledgments 
for the impertinence with which I torn1ent- · 
c:d you at the laft !;idotto. I can affure you~ 

~1.a.dam:a. 
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Madam, I have been a true and forrowful 
penitent ever fince; but-!hall I tell you 
hone11:ly what encouraged tne to-" 

He flopt; but I faid nothing, for I 
thought infi:antly of the converfation Mifs 
Mirvan had overheard, and fuppofed he 
was going to tell me himfelf what part Lord 
Orville had borne in it; and really I did 
not wifh to hear it repeated. Indeed, the 
reft of his fpeech convinces me that fuch 
was his ir.tention; with what view, I know 
~ot, except to make a 1neric of his defend
log me. 

" And yet," he continued, ''my excufe 
n1ay only expofe my own credulity,. and 
want of judgment and penetration. I will 
therefore, merely befeech your pardon, anJ 
hope that fome future time--" 

J uft then, the door was opened by Srr 
Clement's fervant, and I had the pleafure 
of feeing the Captain, Mrs. and 1v1ifs Mir
varr, enter the room. 

" 0 ho," cried the former, " you have 
got a good warm birth here; but we fl1all 
beat up your quarters. 1-Iere, Lucy, Mol , 
come to the fire, and dry your trump ry. 
But, hey-day,-why where's old Madacn 
French?'' 

'' Good God," cried I, "is not Madame 
Duval then with you ?" 

~' With me l No,-thank God." 
F 4 I. was· 
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I was very uneafy to know what might 
have become of her, and, if they would 
have fuffered me, I ihould have gone Otlt 

in karch of her myfelf; but all the 1ervants 
· were difpatched to find her, and the Cap
tain faid \Ye might be very fure her French 
beau would take care of her. 
· We waited fomc time without any tid
ings, and were foon the only party in the 
room. l\1 y 11neafinefs encreafed fo much, 
that Sir Clement 11ow made a voluntary of
fer of feeking her. Howe·.r r, the fame 
n1oment that he opened the door with this 
defign, !he prefented herfelf at it, attended 
by 1\1onfieur Du Bois. 

" I was th:s inftant, Madam," faid he, 
'' coming to fee for you." 

'' You are n1ighty good, truly," cried 
!he, " to con1e when all the mifchief's 

·over." 
· She then entered,-:-in fuch a condition ! 

-entirely covered with mud, anci in fo 
great a rage, it was with difficulty {he could 
fpeak. We all expreffed our concern, and 
offered our affiftance,--except the Captain; 
who no fooner beheld her, than he burit 
into a loud laugh. 

We endeavoured, by our enquiries and 
condolements, to prevent her attending to 
hirn; and ihe was, for fome rime, fo wholly 
engroHed by her anger an.d her diftrefs, that 

~.re 
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we furceeded without much trouble. Vve 
begged her to inform us how this accident 
had happened. "How!" repeated Ihe,-why 
"it was all along of your all going away, 
-and there poor Monfieur Du Bois-but it 
was n't his fault,-for he's as bad off as ; 
me." 
. All eyes were then turned to Monfieur-· 
Du Bois, whofe clothes were in the fame · 
miferable plight with thofe of Madame · 
Duval, and who, wet, ihivering, and dif- 
(;Oniolate, had crept to the fire. 

The Captain laughed yet more ·heartily; . 
while Mrs. L\1irvan, afhamed of his rude
nefs, repeated her enquiries to Madame 

'Duval; who anfwered, " Why, as we were · 
a-coming along, all in the rain, Monfieur 
Du Bois was-io obliging, though I'm fure · 
it was an unlucky obligingnefs for me, as 
to lift me up in his arms, to carry me over 
a place that was ancle-deep in mud ; but 
· nftead of my being ever the better for it, 
juft as we were in the worft pan,-I'm fure 
·I wifh we had been fifty miles off,-for, 
fomehow or other, his foot flipt,-at leafl, . 
I. fuppofe fo,-though I can't think how it 
happened, for I'in no fuch great weight,-:-
but, however that was, down we both came 
together, all in the mud; and the n:ore we · 
tried to get up, the more deeper we got . 
covered \\ ith the .naftinefs,-.lnd n1v nc:w · 

E 5_, i.ton's' 



Lyon's negligee, too, quite fpoilt [--how.: 
ever, it's well we got up at all, for we 
might have laid there till now, for aught 
you all cared; for nobody ne\rer came near , 
\1S. 

This recital put the Captain into an ex .. 
tacy ; he went from the lady to the gentle
mar, and from the gentleman to the lady,. 
to enjoy alternately the fight of their dif
trefs. He really lhouted with pleafure; and,, 
:fhaking Monfieur Du Bois H:renuoufly by 
the hand, wifhed hin1 joy of having touched: 
Englifh ~round; and then he held a candle 
to Madame Duval, that he might have a 
more comrlete view of her difafter, declar
.lng repeatedly, that he had never been bet
ter pleafed in his life. 

1'he rage of poor Madame Duval. was , 
·unfpeakable; fhe dallied the candle out o£ 
his hand, ftamped upon the floor, and, at 
lafr, fpat in his face. 

This aCtion feemed·. immediately to calm· 
them both, as the joy of the Captain wa~ 
converted into refentment, and the ·wrath of: 
M:adfme- Duval into fear; for he put his 
hands npon her lhou1ders, and gave her fo 
";iclent a ffiake, that fhe fcreamed out for 
help; a:!fdring her)_ at the fame ti:11e, that 
i£ fhe had · been one ounce lefs old,. or lets . 
ugly,J1 e fnould have had it all returned on-. 
- 1 er· own face. 

!I . ~'lonfieur: 
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Monfieur Du Bois, who had feated him
felf very quietly at the fire, approachedi 
them, and expoftulated very warmly witfi 
rhe Captain; but he was neither underfl:ood 
nor regarded, and M-adame Duval was not 
releafed, till fhe quite fobbed with paf- · 
fion. 

When they were parted, I entreated her · 
/ to permit the woman who has the charge 

of the ladies cloaks to affift in drying her · 
clothes; ihe confented, and we did what 
was poffible to fave her from catching cold. 
We were obliged to wait in this difagreeable 
fituation near an hour, ere a hackney-coach 
could be found; and then we were difpofed! 
in the fame n1anner as before our accident. 

I am going this morning to fee. poor 
Madame Duval, and to enquire after her · 
health, which I think muft have fuffered 
by her ·lait night .. s misfortunes; though • . 
indeed, fhe feen1s to be naturally fhong and 
hearty. 

Adieu, my dear Sir, till to.morrow" 
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~ E T T E R XVII. 

- Evelhta in continuation. 

Friday lVIorning, April I 5o. 

SIR Clement Willoughby called here · 
yeiterday at noon, and Captain Mirvan 

invited him. to dinner. For my part, I 
fpent the day in a manner the moft uncom
fortable imaginable. 
· I found Mada.me Duval at breakfaft in 
bed, , thot1gh Monueur Du B.ois was in the 
~hamber ;. which fo much aitoniihed me, . 
that I was, involuntarily, ·etiring, without 
confidering how odd an appearance my re
treat would have, when Madame Duval.. 
.called. me back, and laughed very heartily 
at my ig:norance of foreign cuftoms. · 

T .he .:>converfation, however, very foon 
took a more ferious turn ; for fhe began,. 
with great bitternefs, . to inveigh againH: the 
barbcw'ous brutalit)' of that fello':JJ the Captain,. 
(\nd the ho:-rible ill-breeding of the Englifh·. 
jn cyener::t1., declaring fhe fhould make her 
efc~p~ \Vith all expedition from fo beafily a 
')JIJtiOI'J. 

Sbe lamented, very l110Urnfally, the fate.-
Qf her Lyon's !ilk, and protefrcd fhe had .. 
:·t\ther hav~ parted. with all the reft of her 

.. Yar.drobe, 
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ardrobe, becaufe it was the firft gown Jhe 
had bought to wear upon leaving off her 
weeds. She has a very bad cold, and Mon .. 
fieur Du. Bois is fo hoarfe, he can hardly· 
fpeak. 

She infifted upon my ftaying with her all 
day, as fhe intended, fhe faid, to introduce 
me to fome of my own relations. I would 
very fain have excufed myfelf, but fhe did 
not allow me any choice. 

Till the arrival of thefe relations, one 
continued. feries of queftions on her fide, 
and of anf wers on mine, filled up all the 
time we paffed together. Her curiofity was 
infatiable; fhe enquired into every <!C1:ion 
of my life, and every particular that had 
fallen · under my obfervation,. in the lives of 
all I knew. Again, fhe was fo cruel as to 
avow the tnoft inveterate rancour againft the 
foie benefactor her deferred child and grand
child have met with; and fuch was the in
dignation her ingratitude raifed, that I 
would aCtually have quitted her prefence 
and houfe, had fhe not, in a Inanner the 
moft peremptory, abfolutely forbid me. 
But what, gqod Heaven ! can induce her to 
fuch -fhocking injufiice? 0 my friend and 
father! I have no command of myfelf when 
this fu bjeCl: is ftarted. 
. She talked very much of taking me to 
:)aris, . and fa id I greatly wanted the polifh 

p£ 
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of a ·French education. She lamented that 
r had been brought up in the country' 
which, fhe obferved, had given me a very 
liumpkinijh air. However, fhe bid me· not 
defpair, for fhe had known many girls, 
much worfe than me, who had become very 
fine ladies after a few years refidence abroad; 
and fhe particularly inftanced a Mifs Polly 
Moore, daughter of a chandler's-fuop wo
man, who, by an accident not worth relat
ing, happened to be fent to Paris, where~ 
fron1 an awkward, ill-bred girl, fue fo 
much improved, that fhe has fince been• 
taken for a woman of quality. 

The relations to whom fue was pleafed to, 
introduce me, confifted of a Mr. Brangh·· 
ton, who is her nephew, and three of his 
children, the eldefr of which is a fon, and 
the two younger are daughters. 

l\1r. Branghton appears about· forty year 
of age. He does not feem to want a common 
und..;rftanding, though he is very contraCted 
and prejudiced : he has fpent his whole 
time in the city, and I believe feels a great 
contempt for all who refide eHewhere. 

His ion feems weaker in~ h1s under.ftand
ing, and more gay in his temper; but his 
gaiety is that of a fooliib, over-'O'rown 
fchool-boy, whofe mirth conG.frs in c noife 
and diftui bance. He difdains his father for 
liis. clofe. auention. to-buf.inefs, . and love cf 

1noney,) 
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money, though he feems himfelf to have no 
talents, fpirit, or generofity, to make him· 
fuperior to either. His chief delight ap
pears to be tormenting and ridiculing his , 
itfters, who, in return, moft heartily defpife 
him. 

Mifs Brangh:ton,. the eldeft daughter, is. 
by no means ugly, but looks proud, ill
tempered, and conceited. She hates the city,. 
though without knowing why; for it is 
eafy to difcover ihe has lived no where 
elfe. 

Mifs Polly Branghton is rather pretty, 
very foolifh, very: ignorant, very giddy,. 

nd, I believe, very good-natured. 
The firft half hour was allotted to making 

themfelves comfortable, for they complained 
of having had a very dirty walk, as they 
came on foot from Snow Hill, where Mr. 
Branghton keeps a filver-fmith's ihop ; and 
the young ladies had not only their coats to 
bruih, and fhoes to dry, but to adju!l: their 
head-drefs, which their bonnets had totally
difcompofed. 

·rhe n1anner in which Madame Duval was. 
p1eafed to introduce me to this family, ex
tremely iliocked me. " Here, my dears," · 
faid f11e, ,, .. here's a relation you little · 
hought of; but you muft know my poor 

daughter Caroline had tliis child after fhe 
un away from me)~hough I never knew·; 

nothing 
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nothing of it, not I, for a long while after.; 
for they took care to keep it a fecret from 
me, though the poor child has never a 
friend in the world befides." 

" Mifs feems very tender-hearted, aunt;" 
faid Mifs Polly, " and to be fure fhe's not 
to blame for her mama's undutifulnefs, for 
fhe could n't help it.'' 

"Lord no," anfwered !he, "and I never 
took no notice of it to her; for indeed, as 
to that, my own poor daughter was n't fo 
much to blame as you may think, for fhe'd . 
never have gone aftray, if it had not been· 
for that meddling old parfon I told you 
of." 

" If aunt pleafes," faid young Mr. 
Branghton, '" we'll talk o' fomewhat elfe, 
for Mifs looks very uneafy-like." 

The next fubjeet that was chofen, was 
the age of the three young Branghtons and 
myfelf. The fon is twenty ; the daughters, , 
upon hearing that 1 was feventeen, faid 
that was juft the age. of Mifs Polly ; but 
their brother, after a long difpute, prov,ed· 
that ihe was two years older, to the great 
anger of both . f1frers, who agreed that he 

. was very ill-natured and fpi tefuL 
When this point was fettl~d, the queftion 

. was put, W.hich was talleft ?-We were 
defired to n1eafure, as the Brano-htons were 
alL of different opinion~~ .Th~y, n·one of 

them;, , 
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them, however, difputed my being the tall
eft in the company, but, in regard to one 
ano~her, they were extremely quarrelfome: 
the brother infi!ted upon their meafuring 
faz'r, and not with heads and heels; but 
they would by no means confent to lofe 
theie privileges of our fex, and therefore 
the young man was cafl, as fhorte!t ; though 
he appealed to all prefent upon the inju!tice 

.of the decree. 
This ceremony over, the young ladies 

.began, very freely, to examine my drefs, 
and to interrogate me concerning it. " This 
apron's your own work, I fuppofe, Mifs ? 
but thefe fprigs a'n't in fafhion now. Pray, 
if it is not impertinent, what might you give 
a yard for this lute!tring ?-Do you make 
your own caps, Mifs ?-" and many other 
queftions equally interefting and well~bred. 

rrhey then afked me JJOW I liked London? 
and whether I ihould not think the country: 
a very dull place, when I returned thither ? .... 
" M ifs !L u!t try if fhe can't get a good \ 
hufband," faid Mr. Branghton, " and then 
fue 1nay il:ay and live here." 

The next topic was public places, or 
: rather the theatres, for they knew of no 

other ; and the merits and defects of all the 
actors and atl:reffes were di{cu.lfed : the 
young man here took the lead, and feemed 
lobe very converfant on. the fubjecr. But, 

during 
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during this time, what was my concern; 
and, fuffer me to add, my indignat!on, 
when I found, by fome words I occafionally 
heard, that Madame Duval was entertain
ing Mr. Branghton with all the mofi: fecret 
and cruel particulars of rr1y fituation ! The 
eldeft daughter was foon drawn to them by 
the recital; the youngeft and the fon frill 
kept their places, intending, I believe, to 
divert me, though the converfation· was all 
their own. 

In a few minutes, Mifs Branghton, com-
ing fuddenly up to her fifter, exclaimed, 
'' Lord, Polly, only think ! Mifs never faw 
her papa !'' 

" Lord, how odd!" cried the other; 
" why then, Mifs, I fuppofe you would 
n't know him ?, 

This was quite too much for me; I rofe 
haftily, and ran out of the room : but I 
foon regretted I had fo little command oL 
myfelf, for the two fifiers' both followed, 
and infifted upon comforting me, notwith
fi:anding n1y earneft entreaties to be left 
alone. 

As foon as I returned to he cotnpany, 
Madame Duval faid, '' \Vhy, n1y dear,. 
what was the n1atter with you ? why did 
you run away fo ?" 

'l .. his queftion almoft made tne run a-
gain, for I knew not how to anfwer it. 

But 
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But is it not very extraordinary, that fhe 
can put me in fituations fo fhocking, and 
then wonder to find me fenfible of any con
cern? 

Mr. Branghton junior now enquired of 
n1e, whether I had feen the Tower, or St. 
Paul's church ? and, upon my anfwering 
in the negative, they propofed tnaking a 
party to fuew them to tne. Among other 
queftrons, they alfo afked if I had ever 
feen fuch a thing as a1z Opera ? I told them 
I had. " Well," faid Mr. Branghton, " I 
never faw one in my life, fo long as I've 
lived in London, and I never defire to fee 
ene, if I live here as much longer." 

" Lord, Papa," cried Mifs Polly, " why 
not ? you might as well for once, for the 
curiofity of the thing : befides, Mifs Pom
fret faw one, and fhe fays it was very 
pretty." 

" Mifs will think us very vulgar," faid 
Mifs Branghton, " to live in London, and 
never have been to an Opera; but it's no 
fault of mine, I affure you, Mifs,. only Papa 
don't like to goL" 

The refult was, that a party was propo
fed, and agreed to, for fome early oppor
tunity. I did not dare oppofe them; but 
1 faid that my time, while I remained in 
town, was. at the difpofal of Mrs. Mirvan. 
• · However,. 
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However, I am fure I will not attend them; 
if I can pofiibly avoid fo doing. 

When we parted, Madame Duval defired 
to fee me the next day ; and the Branghtons 
told me, that the firft time I went to
wards Snow I--Iill, they ihould be very 
glad if I would call upon them. 

I wi!h we may not meet again till that 

time arrives. 
I am fure I fl1all not be very ambitious 

of b~:ng known to any more of my rela
tions2 if they have any refemblance to «" 

thofe whofe acquaintance I have been in-
qoduced to already. 

L E T T E R XVIII. 

E'Vclina in continuation. 

~ ~ I-Iad juft finifued my letter to you thi~ 
morning, when a violent rapping at the 

door rr1ade me run down {lairs ; and who 
· fhould I fee in the drawing-room, but-
Lord Orville ! 

fie was quite alone, for the family had 
not aifembled to breakfaft. He enquired, 
firft of mine, then of the health of Mrs. 

and 
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and M ifs Mirvan, with a degree of concern 
that rather furprifed me, till he faid that he 
had juft been informed of the accident we 
had met with at Ranelagh. He expreifed 
his forrow upon the occafion with the ut
moft politenefs, and lamented that he had 
not been fo fortunate as to hear of it in time 
to offer his fervices. " But, I think," he 
added, " Sir Clement Willoughby had the 
honour of affifting you ?" 

" He was with Captain Mirvan, my 
Lord." 

" I had heard of his being of your 
party." 

I hope that flighty n1an has not been tel
ling Lord Orville he only affifted me? how
ever, he did not purfue the fubjeet, but 
faid, " This accident, though extremely 
unfortunate, will not, I hope, be the means 
of fr ightening you from gracing Ranclagh 
with your prefence in future ?" 

"' Our time, my Lord, for London, is 
almoft expired already." 

" Indeed ! do you leave town fo very 
foon ?" 

" 0 yes, my Lord, our fray has already 
exceeded our intentions." 

" Are you, then, fo partiCL1larly partial 
to the country ?" 

" We merely came to town, my Lord, 
to meet CA.ptain Mirvan." 

~'And 
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" And does Mifs Anville feel no concern 
at the idea of the many mourners her ab
fence will occafion ?" 

" 0, my Lord,-I'm fure you don't 
think-" I ftopt there, for, indeed, I hard
ly knew what I was going to fay. My 
foolifh embarraffment, I fuppofe, was the 
caufe of what followed ;-for he came to 
me, and took my hand, faying, " I do 
think, that whoever has once feen Mifs 
Anville, muft receive an impreffion never to 
be forgotten." · 

This compliment,-from Lord Orville, 
~fo furprifed n1e, that I could not fpeak ; 
but felt myfelf change colour, and ftood, 
for fome moments, filent and looking down: 
however, the inftant I recolleCted my fitua
tion, I withdrew my hand, and told him 
that I would fee if Mrs. Mirvan was not 
dre.fTed. He did not oppofe me, fo away I 
went. 

I met them all on the ftairs, and returned 
with then1 to breakfaft. 

I have fince been extremely -angry with 
myfelf for negleCting fo excellent an op
portunity of apologizing for my behaviour 
at the Ridotto: but to own the truth, that 
affair never once occurred to r1e during the 
fhort tete-a-tete which we had together. 
But, if ever we fhould happen to be fo 
lituated again, I will certainly mention it; 

for 
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for I am inexpreffibly concerned 'at the 
thought of hii harbouring an opinion that 
I an1 bold or impertinent, and I could al
moft kill myfelf for having given him the 
ihadow of a reafon for fo fhocking an idea. 

But was it not very odd, that he 1hould 
111ake me f uch a compliment ? I expeCted 
it not from him ;-but gallantry, I believe, 
is common to all men, whatever other 
qualities they may have in particular. 

Our breakfaft was the moft agreeable 
meal, if it tnay be called a meal, that we 
have had fince we came to town. Indeed, 
but for Madame Duval I 1hould like Lon
don extremely. 

The converfation of Lord Orville is re .. -
ally delightful. His manners are fo ele
gant, fo gentle, fo unafi\.1~ing, that they 
at once engage efteem, and diffufe compla
cence. Far fron1 being indolently fatisfied 
with his own accompliihments, as I have 
already obfc:rved many n1en here are, tho' 
"\i · ithont any pretenfions to his merit, he is 
moft affiduouily attentive to pleafe and to 
ferve all who are in his company ; and, · 
though his ft1ccefs is invariable, he never 
manife s the fmalleft degree of confciouf
nefs. 

I could wifu that you, my deareft Sir, 
knew Lord Orvill", bccaufe 1 am fure you 
would love him ; and I have felt that wifh 

for 
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for no other perfon I have feen fince I came 
to London. I fometimes imagine, that, 
when his youth is flown, his vivacity abat
ed, and his life is devoted to retirement, he 
will, perhaps, refemble him whom I moft 
love and honour. His prefent fweetnefs, 
politenefs, and diffidence, feem to promife 
in future the fame benevolence, dignity, 
and goodnefs.. But I 1nt1ft not expatiate 
tlpon this fubjeB:. 

When Lord Orville was gone,-and he 
made but a very Ihort vifit,-1 was prepar
ing, m oft reh.:Ctantly, to wait upon Ma
dame Duval; but Mrs. Mirvan propofed 
to the f':1ptain~ that fhe fhould be invited 
to dinner in OEeen-Ann-Street, and he 
readily confent:d, for he faid he wifhed to 
afk after her Lyon's negligee. 

1'he invitation is accepted, and we expect. 
her every mon:ent. But to me, it is very 
ftrange, that 1 woman, who is the uncon-· 
trolled miftrefs of her time, fortune, and 
aCtions, fhould chufe to expofe herfelf vo
luntarily to th~ rudenefs of a man who is 
openly determ:ned to n1ake her his fport. 
But fhe has very few acquaintance, and, I 
fancy, fcarce knows how to employ herfelf. 

How great is my obligation to I\1rs. Mir
van, for befrowing her time in a manner 
fo difagreeable to herfelf, merely to promote 
my happinefs! every difptlte in which her 

tlndeferving 



E V E L I N A. 121 

undeferving hufulnd engages, is productive 
. of pain, and uneafine(s to herfelf; of this 

I am fo fenfible, that I even befought her 
not to fend to Madame Duval, b ut i11e :k
clared fue could not bear to have me paf., 
all my time, while in town, with her oni~r . 
Indeed fl1e is fo infinitely kind to me, that 
one would think {he was your daughter. 

LET T E R _XIX, 

Evelina in coJtthmation. 

Saturday Morning, April 1 ( t , 

M ADAME Duval was accompanied 
by Monfieur Du Bois. I am fur

prifed that fhe ihould chuje to introduce 
him where he is fo unwelcome ; and, indeed, 
it is ftrange that they !hould be fo conftant
ly together : though I believe I ihould not 
have taken notice of jr, but that Captain 
Mirvan is perpetually rallying rne upon my
grandmama's beau. 
- They were both received by Mrs. Mirvan 
with her ufual good-breeding; but the 
Captain, moft provokingly, attacked her 
im1nediatdy, iaying, "Now, Madam, you 
that have lived abroad, pleafe to tell me this 
here ; \tVhich did you like beft, the wcwm 

\' OL. I. G TOOJH 
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~room at Ranelagh, or the cold bath' you went 
into afterwards ? though, I alfure you, you 
look fo well that I ihould advife you to take 
another dip." 

" Ma foi, Sir," cried fhe, " nobody 
aiked for your advice, fo you may as well 
keep it to yourfelf: befides, it's no fuch 
great joke to be fplafhed, and to catch . 
cold, and fpoil all one's things, whatever 
you may think of it." 

" Splajhed, quoth-a!- why I thought 
you were foufed all over.-C01ne, come, 
don't mince the matter, never fpoil a good 
ftory ; you know you had n't a dry thread 
about you-'Fore George, I fhall never 
think on't without hallowing! fuch a poor, 
orlorn, draggle-tailed-gentlewoman ! and 

poor 1\tionfieur French, here, like a dn;nvned 
rat, by your fide !-" 
. " 'V ell, the worfe pickle we was in,. fo 
n1uch the worfer in you not to help us, for 
you knowed where we was faft enough, be
caufe, while I laid in the mud, I'n1 pretty 
fure I heard you fnigger; fo it's like enough 
yoti jofl:led us down yourfelf~ for Monfieur 
Du Bois fays, that he is fure he had a great 
jolt given him, or he !hould n't have fell." 

rrhe Captain la~ghed fo immoderately, 
that he really gave n1e alfo a fufpX:ion that 
he was not entirely innocent of the char.ge; 
however, h.e difclaimed . it very perempto
rily. . ~'. \V"hy 
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" Why then," continued fhe, " if you 
did n't do that, why did n't you come to 
help us?" 

" Who, I ?-what, do you fuppofe I 
had forgot I was an Englijhman, a filthy, 
beaftl y Englijhman ?" 

'' Very well, Sir, very well ; but I was 
a fool to expect any better, for it's all of a 
piece with the reft; you know you wanted 
to fling me out of the coach-window, th 
very firft time ever I fee ydp: but I'll ne~ 
ver go to Ranelagh with you no nwre, tha 
I'n1 refolved ; for I dare fay, if the horfes 
had runn'd over me, as I la~d in that nafti. 
11efs, you'd never have ftirred a fiep to fa v 
tne." 

" Lord, no, to be fure, Ma'am, not fo .. 
he world ! I know your opinion of our 

nation too \\-ell, to affront you by fuppofing 
a Fre11chman would want mv affiftance to 
protefr you. Did you think -that Monfieur 
here, and I, had changed characters, and 
that he f11ould pop you into the tnud, and 
I he.lp you out of it? 1-Ia, ha, ha!" 

" 0, very well, Sir, laugh on, it's like 
your manners ; however, if poor Monfieur 
J)u Bois had n't met with that unlucky 
accident himfelf, I lhould n't have wanted 
nobody's help." 

'' 0, I promife you, Madam, you'd never 
l1ave had n1ine; I knew my diftance better; 

G 2 and 
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and as to your being a little ducked, or fo. 
why, to be fure, Moniieur and you fettled 
that between yourfelves; fo it was no buu
nefs of mine." 

'' vVhat, then, I fuppofe, you want to 
n1ake me believe as Monueur Du Bois fer
ved me that trick o' purpofe ?" 

H 0' purpofe ! ay, certainly, who ever 
dcu bted that ? Do you think a Frenchman 
ever made a blunder ? If he had been fome 
clumfy- footed Engli/h fellow, indeed, it 
n1ight have been accidental : but what the 
devil fignifies all your hopping and ~aper
ing with your dancing-mafters, if you can't 
.palance yourfelves upright?" 
. In the mid(t of this dialogue, Sir Cle. 
ment \Villoughby made his appearance. 
1-!e affeCts to enter the houfe with the free
dom of an old acquaintance, and this very 
eqjinefs, which, to me, i~ ai1:onifhing, is what 
.moft particularly recommends him to the 
Captain. Indeed, he feems very fuccdf
fully to fiudy all the humours of that gen-
tleman. 
, After having heartily \ve1comed him, 
''You arcjufrcome in time, my boy," faid 
he, " to fettle a little matter of a difpute 
between this here. gentlewoman and I ; do 
you know, !he has beer.l trying to perfuade 
n1e, that fhe did not above half like the 
ducking Monfieur gave her t'other n1ght ?,' 

. ~' I ihould 
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" I !hould have hoped," (1aid Sir Cle
ment, \Vith the utmof1: gravity) " that the 
friendfhip fubfifl:ing between t\at lady and 
gentleman, would h~vc guardcu then1 a
gainfr any aCtions profe!lecily \·lifagrecable 
to each other; but, probably, they n1ight 
not have difcuffed the matter previouf1y · 
in which cafe-, the- gentleman, l n1uft own, 
feetns to have been guilty of inattention, 
fince, in n1y humble opinion, it was his 
bufinefs firft to have enquired whether the 
lady preferred foft, or hard ground, before 
he dropt her." 

" 0 very fine, Gentlemen, very fine," 
cried Madame Duval, "you tnay try to fet 
us together by the ears as much as you will; 
but I'm not fuch an ignorant perfon as to 
be made a fool of fo eafil y ; fo you need 
n't talk ne more abvut ir, for I fees into 
your defigns." · 

Monfieur Du Bois, who was juft able 
to difcover the fubject upon which the con
verfation turned, made his defence, ia 
French, with great folemniry : he hoped, 
he [aid, that the coa1pany wo~lld at leafi: 
acknowledge, he did not come from a. na: 
tion of brutes, and confcq uentl y, thJt o 
wilfully offend any lady, was, to him, ut
terly impoffible; but that, on the contrary, 
in enckavouring, as was his duty, to fave 
and guard her, he had himfdf ft~tfercd, ih 

r: u a ma:1ner 
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a manner which he would forbear to relate~ 
but which, he greatly apprehended, he 
ihould feel the ill effeCts of for many 
n1onths ; and then, with a countenance ex
ceedingly lengthened, · he added, that he 
hoped it would not be attributed to him as 
national prejudice, when he owned that he 
muf1:, to the beft of his memory, aver, that 
his unfo:tunate fall was owing to a fudden, 
but violent pu!h, which, he was !hocked to 
fay, f) me malevolent perfon, with a defign 
to l is injury, muft certainly hav<t given 
him ; but whether with a view to mortify 
him, by n1aking him let the lady fall, or 
whether n1erely to fpoil his cloaths, he; 
co1.11d not pr-etend to determine • . 
· This difputation was, at laft, ~oncluded 
by Mrs. Mirvan's propofing that we fhoulcl 
all go to Cox's Muieum. Nobody objea:ed, 
and carriaaes were immediately ordered. 

In our ~ay down ftairs, Madame Duva], 
in a vt;ry paffionate manner, faid, "Ma foi, 
if I would n't give fifty guineas, only tq 
know who g4ve us that ihove f" 

This 1\1ufeum is very aftonifhing, and 
very fuperb ; yet, it afforded n1e but little 
pleafure, for it is a 1nere !how, though a 
wonderful one. 

Sir Clement Willoughby, in our walk 
.round the .room, aiked me what tny opinion• 

vJ.s of this brilliant fpft-7acle? 
" h 
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cc It is very fine, and very ingenious.,"~ 
-anfwered I, " and yet-I don't know hot; 
it is,-but I feem to mii5 fomerhjng." 
· "Excellently anfwer d !" cried he, '' you 
have exaCtly dcfin d n1y own feelings, tho' 
in a manner I fhould never have arrived at. 
But I was certain yotu tafte was too well 
formed, to be pleafed at the expence of 
your underftanding." 

" . . 1 " Pardie," cned Madame Duva , 
}lope you two is difficult enough ! I'm fure 
if you don't like this, you like nothing ; 
for it's the grandeft, pn:ttieft, fineft figh t 
that ever I fee, in England." 

''What," (cried the Captain, with a fneer) 
" I fuppofe this may be in your French 
tafte ? it's like enough, for it's all kitkjhaw 

ark. But, pry'thee, friend," (turning to 
the perfon who explained the devices) ''will 
you tell me the ufe of all· this ? for I'm not 
enough of a conjurer to find it out." 

" Ufe, indeed!" (repeated Madame Du .. 
val difdainfully) " Lord, if every thing's 
to be ufeful !-" 

" vVhy, Sir, as to that, Sir," faid .our 
conductor, " the ingenuity of the me
chaniiin,-the beauty of the workmanfl1ip., 
-the-undoubtedly, Sir, ·any perfon of 
ta!te may eafily difcern the utility of fud~ 
extraordinary performances." 

" vVhy then, Sir," anfwered the Cap .. 
G 4 tflin ... 
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tain, " your perfon of tafte muft be eithe1" 
a coxcomb, or -a Frenchman ; though, for 
the matter of that, 'tis the fame thing." 

J uft then, our attention was attraCted by 
a pine-apple, which, fuddenly opening, 
difcovered a nefr of birds, who immediately 
began to fin g. " Well," cried Madame 
J)uval, " this is prett;er than all the reil: ! 
I declare, in all my travels, I never fee no-
h. 1 " t mg e eganter. 

" Hark ye, frienc!," faid tl:e Captain, 
" haft never another pine apple ?" 

" Sir?-" 
" Bec_aufe, if thou hafl, pry'thee give it 

vs without the birds ; for, d're fee, I'm no 
.Frenchman, and ihould reliih fomething 
more fubfrantial.." 

This entertainment concluded with a 
concert of mechanicaltnufic : I cannot ex
plain how it was produced, but the effect 
was pleafing. Madame Duval was in ex ... 
tacies; and the Captain flung himfelf into 
fo many ridiculous diftortions, by way of 
mimicking her, that he engaged the atten
rion of all the company; and, in the midfi: 
of the performance of the Coronation 1\_n
them, while I\1adame Duval was affeCting 
to beL1t time, and uttering many expreffions 
or· delight, he called fuddenJ y for faits, 
vhich 3: lady, apprehcnd;ng fome difl:reis, 

·politely hanr!(.·d to him, c.nd \\- bich, initantly 
applying 
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applying to . the nofl.rils of poor Madame 
Duval, ihe involuntarily fnuffed bp fuch a 
quantity, that the pain and furprife made 
her tcream aloud. vVhen fhe 1 c-covered, 
fhe reproached him, with her ufual vehe
mence; bt.lt he protefted he had taken that 
meafure out of pure frrtnd!hip, as he con
cluded, from her raptures, that f11e was 
going into hyfterics. This excufe by no 
means appeafed her, and they had a violent 
quarrel; but the only eBeCl:: her anger had 
on the Captain, was to encreafe his diver· 
ilon. Indeed, he laughs and talks fo krri .. 
bly loud in public, that he frequently 
makes us aihamed of belonging to him. 

Madame Duv:.d, nctwithfl:anding her 
wrath, made no fcruple of returning to 
dine in Queen-Ann fl:reet. J\lrs. l\.1:n·~n 
had fecured places for the play at Drury 
lJane Theatre, and, though ever uneafy in 
her company, fue very politely invited Ma
dame l)uval to be of our parry ; however, 
.fhe had a bad cold, and chofe to nurfe ir. 
I was forry for her indifpofirion, but I 
knew not how to be forry ihe did not ac
company us, for fhe is-I muit not fa 
what, but very unlike other pco1Jle. 

) 

G5 l.~E ·~~ 
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LE ~r T ER XX. 

Evelina i;z continuation. 
. . 

0 U R places were in the front row of 
a fide-box. Sir Cletnent Wil.ough ... 

by, who knew our intention, was at the 
door of the Theatre, and handed m from 
the carriage. 

We had not been feated five minu1e~, ere 
J..Jord Orville, who we faw in the ftage-box, 
came to us ; and he honoured us w.th his 
company all the evening. Mifs ~rlirvaPI 

· and I both rejoiced that Madame Duval 
:was abfent, as we hoped for the enj(jyment 
of fame converfation, uninterrupted by her 
suarrels with the Captain : but [ foon 

. found that her prefence would hav~ made 
very little alteration, for fo far was I from 
daring to fpeak, that I knew not whe~e evea 
to look. 

The play was Love for Love and tho' 
it is fraught with wit and entertainnen.t, I 
hope I fhall never fee it reprefented again ; 
{or it is fo extr~mely; inddicate,-to .lie the 
fofteft word I can,-that Mifs Minan and 
l were perpetually out of countenance, and 
could neither make any obfervatio1s our
felves, nor venture to liften to nofe of 
others. This was the more provoking, as 

Lord 
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Lord Orville was in excellent fpirits, and 
exceedingly entertaining. 

vVhen the Play was over, I flattered my
felf I fljould be able to look about me with 
lefs refrraint, as we intended to ftay the 
Farce ; but the curtain had hardly dropped 
when the box-door opened, and in came l.V1r. 
Lovel, the man by whofe foppery and im
pertinence 1 was fo much teazed at the baJl 
where l firft faw Lord Orville. 

I tumed away my head, and began talk
ing to Mifs l\1irvan, for I was deflr_9us to 
avoid fpeaking to him ;-but in vain, for 
as foon as h'= had n1ade his con;pliments to 
Lord Orville and Sir Clement vVIllough t~y, 
who retun1"d them very coldly, he bc1.r 
his head forward., and (aid to me, "I hopc-\ 
lVfa'am, you have e~j:>yed your health finct 
I had the honour-l beg ten thouCmd par
dons, but I protefr I was going to fay the 
honour of daJzcing with you-however, I 
mean the honour of feeing you dance ?" 

l-Ie fpoke with a [elf-complacency that 
convinced me he had ftudied this addref.,., 
by way of making reprif"als for my conduct: 
at the bc.ll : I therefore bowed Oightly, btt.t 
n1ade ne anfwer. 

After a fhort filence, he again called my 
attention, by faying, in an eafy, negligent 
way, " l think, Ma'am, you was n('ver ir .. 
town before?''· · 

G 6 



1 32 E V E L I N A. 

" No, Sir." 
" So I did prefume. Doubtlefs, Ma'atn, 

every thing muft be infinitely novel to you. 
Our cuftoms, our n1anners, and les etiquettes 
de 'IUJus autres, can have very little refem
blance to thofe you have been ufed to. I 
imagine, Ma'am, your retirement is at no 
very fmall diftance fron1 the capital ?" 

I was fo n1uch difconcerted at this fneer
ing fpeech, that I faic.l not a word ; thot1gh 
I have fince thought 1ny vexation both fti
mulated and delighted him. 

" The air we breathe here, however~ 
M a' am," (continued he, very conceitedly) 
" though foreign to that you have been ac- ~ 
cufl:omed to, has not, I hope, been at va
riance with your health ?" 

'' Mr. Lovel," faid Lord Orville, ''could 
not your eye have fpared that queftion ?" 

" 0, my Lord," anl\vered he, " if health 
were the only caufe of a lady's bloom, my 
eye, I grant, had been infallible from the 
.fi ft 1 b '' . r g ance; ut-

,, Come, come," cried Mrs. r.Jirvan, 
" I muH beg no infinuations of that fort ; 
Mifs Anville's colour, as you have fucce1f
ful1y tried, may, you fee, be heightened;
but I affure you, it would be paft your !kill 
to leffen it." 

" 'Pon honour, Madam," returned he'} 
~' you wrong n1e; I prefu me.d not to infer. 

that 
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that rouge was the only fuccedaneum for 
health ; but, really, I have known fo many 
different caufes for a lady's colour, fuch as 
flufhing,-anger,--mauvaift honte,-and fo 
forth, that I never dare decide to which it: 
may be owing." 

" As to fuch caufes as them there," cried 
the Captain, " they muft belong to thofe · 
that they keep company with." 

" Very true, Captain," fa id Sir Cle
ment ; Ho the natural complexion has no
thing to do with occafional fallies of the 
paffions, or any accidental caufes." 

" No, truly," returned the Captain," for 
now here's me, why I look like any other 
n1an juft now ; and yet, if you were to 
put me in a paffion, 'fore Gc~rge, you'd 
1oon fee me have as . fine a hi; h colour as 
any painted J ezabel in all this place, be ihe 
never fo bedaubed." 

" But," faid Lord Orville, '' the dif- . 
ference of natural and of artificial colour, 
feems to me very ea!ily difcerned; that of 
Nature, is mottled, and varying; that of 
art, Jet, and too fmooth ; it wants that ani
mation, that glow; that indefcribable fome .. 
thing which, even now that I fee it, wholly 
furpaffes all my powers of expreffion." 

" Your Lordihip," faid Sir Clement, 
" is univerfally acknowledged to be a con
noiffiur in ~ea~ty." 

~'And 
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" And you, Sir Clement," returned he, 
" an enthujiaft." 

" I am proud to own it,'~ cried Sir Cle-
ment ; " in -fuch a caufe, and before fud 
objeCts, enthufiafm is fitnply the confe
quence of not being blind."' . 

" Pr'ythee a truce with_ all this palaver
ing," cried the Captain, "the women are 
vain enough already.; no need for to puff 
'em up n1ore." 

" We muft all fubmit to ~he command
ing officer,'' faid Sir Clement, " therefore 
let us call another fubjett. Pray, Ladies,. 
how have you been entertained with the 
play ?" 

'' vVant of entertainment," faid Mrs. 
Mirvan~ " is its leafr fault ; but I own 
there are cbjeCl:ioos to it, which I ihould be 
glad to fee removed." 

'' I could have ventured to anfwer for 
the Ladies," faid Lord Orville, " fmce I 
am fure this is not ~ play that can be ho
noured with their approbation." 

" What, I fl.1ppafe it is not fentimenta~ 
enough !" cried the Captain, " or elfe it's 
too good for them; for I'll maintain it'$ 
one of the beft comedies in the language,. 
and has more wit in one fcene,_ than there 
is in all the new plays put together." 
*' '' For my part,'' faid Mr. Lovel, " I 

confefs I feldorn liften to the players : one 
!;.as 
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has fo much to do, in looking about, and 
finding out ones acq\.laintance, that, re .. 
ally, one has no time to mind the ftage. 
Pray,-(moft aff~Et:edly fixing his eyes upon 
a diamond-ring on his little finger) pray
wh~! was the play to-night?" 

'' Why, what the D-1,'' cried the Cap .. 
·tain, " do you come to the play, without 
knowing what it is ?'' 
. " 0 yes, Sir, y~s, very freqt1ently ; I 
have no time to read play-bills; one merely 
comes to meet one's friends, and fhew that 
one's alive." 

" ·Ha, ha, ha J-and fo," cried the Cap .. 
tain, '' it cofts you five fhillings a night, 
juft to fhew that you're alive! Well, faith, 
my friends fhould all think me dead and 
under ground, before I'd be at that expence 
for 'em. Howfomever, this here you may 
take from me ;-they'll find you out fafl: 
enough·, if you've any thing to give 'e1n. 
And fo you've been here all this time, and 
don't know what the play was ?" 

" Why, really, Sir, a play requires [Q 
much attentioo,-it is fcarce. poffible to 
keep a;wake, if one liftens;- for, indeed~ 
by the ti~ne i~ is evening, one has been fo 
fatigued, with dining,-or wine,-or the 
houfe,-or fi:udying,-that it is-it is per
fectly an impoffibility. But, now I think 
of it, I believe I have a bill in mx pocket ; 

Q, a~ 

• 
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0, ay, here it is-Love for Love, ay,
true,-ha, ha,-how could I be fo frupid ! 

" 0, eafily enough as to that, I warrant 
you," faid the Captain; '' but, by my 
foul, this is one of the befr jokes · I ever 
heard t Come to a play, and not know 
what it is !-Why, I fuppofe you would 
n't have found it out, if they had fob' d you 
off with a fcraping of fidlers, or an opera? 
-Ha! ha! ha !-why now, I Ihou1d have 
thought you might have taken fome notice 
of one Mr. :fattle that is in this play ! " 

This farcafm, which caufed a general 
fmile, made him colour: but, turning to 
the Captain with a look of conceit, which 
implied that he had a retort ready, he faid; 
., Pray, Sir, give me leave to afk,-what · 
do you think of one JVfr. Ben, who is alfo in 
this play?" 

The Captain, regarding him with the 
tltmoft contempt, anfwered in a loud voice, 
' Think of him!- why I think he's a 

man!" And then, ftaring full in his face, 
he ftruck his cane on the ground, with a 
violence that made him ftart. He did not, 
however, chufe to take any notice of this ; 
but, having bit his nails fome time, in ma
nifeft confufion, he turned very quick to 
me, and, in a fneering tone of voice~ faid, 
·~' For my part, I was moft ftruck with the 
country young lady, M ifs Prue ; pray what 
do you think of her, Ma'an1 ?'~ 

~ Indeed, 
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'' Indeed, Sir," cried I, very n1uch pro
Yoked, '' I think-that is, I do not think 
any thing about her." · 

'' Well, really, Ma'am, you prodigiou!ly 
furprife me !-mais, apparement ce n' eft qu'zm 
Jaron a parler ?-though I ihould beg your 
pardon, for probably you do not under
fiand French?" 

I made no anfwer, for I thought his rude
ne[., intolerable ; but Sir Clen1ent, with 
great warmth, faid, " I am furprifed that 
you can fuppofe fuch an object as Mifs 
Prue would engage the attention of Mifs 
Anville even for a moment." 1 

" 0 Sir," returned this fop, '' 'tis the 
firft character in the piece !-fo well drawn; 

• -fo n1uch the thing !-fuch true country
breeding,-fuch rural ignorance !-ha! hat 
ha !-'tis moft admirably hit off,. 'pon ho
nour!" 

I could almoft have cried, that f uch im
pertinence !hould be levelled at me; and 
yet, chagrined as I was, I could never be .... 
hold Lord Orville and this man at the farne 
time, and feel any regret for the caufe I had 
given of difpleafure. · 

'' The only character in the play," faid. 
Lord Orville, " worthy of being mentioned 
to .thefe ladies, is Angelica." 

" Angelica," cried Sir Clement, " is a 
noble girl ; !he tries her lover feverely, but 
fh~ rewards him generoul1y." 

'' Yet - ' 
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" Yet, in a trial fo long," faid Mrs. 
Mirvan, " there feems rather too much 
confcioufnefs of her power." 

" Since n1y opinion has the fanB:ion of 
Mrs. Mirvan's,"' added Lord Orville, " I 
will venture to fay, that Angelica beftows 
her hand rather with the air of a benefac
trefs, than with the tendernefs of a miftrefs. 
Generofity without delicacy, like wit 1'/jth
out judgment, generally give as much pain 
as pleafure. 'The uncertainty in which fhe 
keeps Valentine, and her manner of trifling 
with his temper, give no very favourable 
idea of her own." 

'' Well, my Lord," faid Mr. Lovel,. 
.'' it n1uft, however, be owned, that uncer. 
tainty-is not the ton among our ladies at 
prefent; nay, indeed, I think · they fay, 
though, faith," taking a pinch of fnuff," I 
hope it is not true- but they fay, that Wl' 

now are m oft fhy and backward.'' 
The curtain then drew up, and our con

verfa~ion c,eafed. :t\1r. Lovel finding we 
chafe to attend to the players, left the box. 
How ftrange it is, Sir, that this man, not 
contented with the large fhare of foppery 
and nonfenfe which he has from nature, 
ikould think proper to affect yet more ! for 
what he fa id of Tattle and of M ifs Prue, con .. 

inced n1e that he really had liftened to th~ 
play, 
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play, though he was fo ridiculous and _ 
toolilh as to pretend ignorance. 

But how malicious and impertinent in 
this creature to talk to me in fuch a man
.per! I am fure I hope I fhall never fee hin1 
~gain. I fhould have defpifed him heartily 
as a fop, had he never fpoken to me at all; 
but now, that he thinks proper to refent his 
fuppofed ill-uff!ge, I an1 ·really quite afraid 
of him. 

l'he entertainment was, The Deuce is in 
him, which Lord Orville obferved to be 
the m oft finifhed and elegant petite piece that 
was ever written in Engliih. 

In our way home, Mrs. Mirvan put me 
into fome eoufternation. by faying it was 
evident, from the refentment which this 
Mr. Lovel harbours of rt)Y. condutl:, that he 
would think it a provocation fufficiently 
impor~ant for. a duel, if his courage equal
led his wrath. 
. I · am terrified at the very i9ea. Good 
Iieav(:n ! that a man fo weak and frirolous 
Should be fo reveng~ful ! I-1owever, if 
bravery would have excited hirn to affi·ont 
Lord Orville, how much reafon have I to 
rejoice, that cowardice makes hin1 content .. 
ed with venting his fpleen upon zne! Btl 
we fhall leave tov.,-n foon, and, I hope, fc<; 
i1im no rnore . 

.l t va~ fQnP confo.latioo to me, to lu~ar, 
from 
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from Mifs Mirvan, that, while he was 
fpeaking to me fo cavalierly, Lord Orville 
regarded him with great indignation. 

But, really, I think there ought to be a 
bool~' of the laws and cufl::oms a-la-mode., 
prefented .to all young people, upon their 
firfr introduction into public company. 

'I'o-night we go the opera, where I ex-· 
peCl: very great pleafure. We !hall have the 
fame party as at the play; for Lord Orville 
faid · he :fhould be there, an'd would look 
for us. 

LETTER XXI. 

Evelina in continuation. 

I I-I A VE a volume to write, of the ad
ventures of yeflerday. · 
In the afternoon, -at Berry Hill, l 

fhould have faid the evening, for it was al
moft fix oJclock,-while Mifs Mirvan and 
I were dreffing for the opera, and in high 
fpirits, from the e-xpectation of great enter
tainment and pleafure, we heard a carriage 
ftop at the door, and concluded that Sir 
Clement \Villoughby, with his ufual affi .. 
duity, was come to attend us to the Hay
n1arket; but, iri a few tnon1ents, what was 

OlH' 
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our furprife, to fee our chamber-door flung 
open, and the two Mifs Branghtons enter 
the room ! They advanced to me with great 
familiarit}•, faying, " How do you do, 
coufin ?-fo we've caught you at the glafs ! 
-well, I'm determined I'll tell my brother 
of that!" 

Mifs Mirvan, who had never before feen 
them, and could not, at firft; imagine who 
they were, looked fo much aftonifhed, that 
I was ready to laugh tnyfelf, till the eldeft 
faid, " _We're come to take you to the 
opera, Mifs ; papa and my brother are be ... 
low, and we are to call for your grand
mama as we go along." 

" I am very forry ," anf we red I, " that 
you ihould have taken fo n1uch trouble, as 
I am engaged already." 

" Engaged ! Lord, Mifs, never n1ind 
that," cried the youngeft, '' this young lady 
will make your excufes, I dare fay ; it's 
only doing as one would be done by, you 
know." 

" Indeed, Ma'am," faid Mifs Mirvan, 
'' I fhall myfelf be very forry to be depri:v
ed of Mifs Anville's company this even ... 
ing., 

'' Well, Mifs, that is not fo very good
natured in you," faid Mifs Branghton, 
" . confidering we only come to give our 
coufin pleafure; it's no good to us; it's all 

upon 
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epon her account ; for we came, I don't 
know how much round about to take her 
up." 

'' I am extremely obliged to you," faid 
I, " and very forry you have loft fo much 
time; but I cannot poffibly help it, for I 
engaged myfelf without knowing you would 
call.u 

'' Lord, what fignifies that?" faid Mifs 
Polly, " you're no old. maid, and fo you 

·need n't be fo very formal : befides, I dare 
fay thofe you are engaged to, a'n't half fo 
near related to you as we are. u 

'' I muft beg you not to prefs me any 
further, for I affure you it is not in tny 

d " power to at ten you. · 
" vVhy we came all out of the city or 

purpofe : befides, your grand-mama expects 
you; -and, pray, what are we to fay to 
her ?" 

" Tell her, if you pleafe, that I am much 
concerned,-but that I am pre-engaged." 

" And who to?" demanded the abrup 
Mifs Branghton. 

"To Mrs. Mirvan,-and a large party.'' 
" And, pray, what are you all going to 

do, that it would be fuch a mighty mat~ 
ter for you to come along with us ?" 

" We are going tc-to the opera." 
" 0 dear, if that be al1, why can't we 

--go all together?'~ 

I was 
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I was extremely difconcerted at this for
ward and ignorant behaviour, and yet their 
rudenefs very much leffened my concern at 
refufing them. Indeed, their drefs was 
fuch as would have rendered their fcheme 
of accompanying our party impracticable, 
even if I had defired it ; and this, as they 
did. not themfelves find out, I was obliged, 
in terms the leaft mortifying I could think 
of, to tell them. 

They were very much chagrined, and 
afked where I ihould fit? 

" In the pit," anfwered I. 
'·' In the pit!" repeated Mifs Branghton; 

~ ~' well, really, I n1uft own I fhould never 
have fuppofed that my gown was not good 
enough for the pit: but come, Polly, let's 
go ; if Mifs does not think us fi 1e enougl 
for her, why to be fure ihe may chufe." 

Surprifed at her ignorance, I would have 
explained to them that the pit at the opera 
required the fame drefs as the boxes; but 
they were fo much affronted, they would 
not hear n1e, and, in great difpleafure, left 
the room, faying they would not have 
troubled me, only they thought I fhould 
not be fo proud with my own relations, 
and that they lud at leaft as good a right 
to my company as (hangers. . 

I endeavoured to apologiz~, and would 
have fent a long meifage to Madan1e Duval; 

6 but 
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but they haftened away without liftening to 
me ; and I could not follow thern down 
ftairs, becaufe I was not dreffed. The laft 
words I heard them fay, were, "Well, her 
.grand-mama will be in a fine paffion, that's 
·one good thing." 

Though I was extremely mad at this vi. 
lit, yet I fo heartily rejoiced at their goin&, 
that I would not fuffer myfelf to thinJ 
gravely about it. 

Soon after, Sir Clement actually came, 
and we all went down ftairs. Mrs. Mirvan 
ordered tea; and we were engaged in a very 
lively converfation, when the fervant an· 
nounced Madame Duval, who inftantly fol
lowed him into the room. 

Her face was the colour of fcarlet, and 
her eyes fparkled with fury. She came up 
to me with a hafty ftep, faying, "So, Mifs, 
you refufes to come to me, do you ? And 
pray who are you, to dare to difobey me ?" 

I was quite frightened;-! n1ade no an
fwer ;-I even attempted to rife, and cot1ld 
not, but fat frill, mute and motionlefs. 
· Every body, but l\1ifs Mirvan, feemed 
in the utmoft aftonifhment; and the Cap
tain, riling and appror.ching Madame Du
va1, with a voice of authority, faid, "Why 
how now, l\1rs. Turkey Cock, what's put 
you into this here flufter ?" 

~' It's nothing to you," anfwered ihe, 
'' fo 
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'~ [o you may as well hold your tongue, for 
I ilia'n't be called ·to no account by you, I 
affure you." 

'' There you're out, Madam Fury," re-· \ 
turned he, ".for you muft know I neve-r 
fuffer any body to be in a paffion in my 
houfe, but n1yfel.f." 

. " But you jhall," cried ihe, in a great 
raO'e, " for I'll be in as · great a paffion as 
ev~r I pleafe, without afking your leave, [Q 
don't give yourfelf no more airs about it. 
·And as for you, Mifs," again advancing t() 

tne, " I order you to follow n1e this mo
ment) or elfe 1'11 make you repent it all 
your life." And, with thefe words, ihe 
flung out of the room~ 

I was in fuch extreme terror, at being 
addreffed and threatet~ed in a manner to 
which I am fo wholly unufed, that I almoft 
thought I fuould have fainted. 

" Don't be alarmed, tny love," cried 
Mrs. Mirvan, '' 'but fray where you are, 
and I will follow Madame Duval, and try 
to bring her to reafon." 
' Mifs Mirvan took my hand, and moft 
kindly endeavoured to raife my fp1rits: Sir 
Clement, too, approached n1e, with an air 
fo interefted in my diftrefs, that I could not 
but feel myfelf obliged to him ; and, takino· 
my other hand, faid, " For Heaven's fak:: 
tny dear- Madam, compofe yourfdf; furely 

VoL. I. H the 
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the violence of fuch a wretch ought merely 
to move your contempt : fhe can have no 
right, I imagine, to lay her command5 upon 
you, and [ only wifh that you would allow 
me leave to f peak to her." 

" 0 no! not for the world !-indeed, I 
believe,-I arn afraid-! had better follow 
l1er." 

" Follow her! Good God, my dear 
Mifs Anville, would you trufl: yourfelf 
~ith a mad woman ? for what elfe can you 
call a creature w hofe paffions are fo info
lent? No, no; fend her word at once to 
leave the houfe, and tell her you defire that 
fhe will never fee you again." 

" 0 Sir! you don't know who you talk 
of !-it would ill become me to fend Ma
dame Duval fuch a meffage." 
.. " But why," cried he, (looking very in .. 
quifitive,) "why fhould you fcruple to treat 

er as ihe deferves ?" · 
I then found that his aim was to difcover 

the nature of her connection with me; but 
I felt fo much afhamed of my near relation
Ihip to her, that I could not perfuade my
felf :to anfwer him, and only entreated that 
-he would leave her to l\1rs. Mirv~n, who 
j uft then entered. 

Before ihe cou d fpeak to me, die Can. 
tain called our, ''\V ell, Goody, what ha~e 
you done w· th 1.\'Iadame French ? is ihe 

cookd 



E E L I N A: 

cooled a little? 'caufe, if ilie be n't, I've 
juft thought of a n1oft excellent device to . 
bring her to." 

'' My dear Evelina," faid Mrs. Mirvan,· 
" I have been vainly endeavouring to ap .. 
peafe her; I pleaded your engagement, and 
promifed your future attendance : but I 
am forry to fay, my love, that I fear h r 
ra()'e will end in a total breach (which I 
think you had better avoid) if fhe is any 
further oppofed." 

" Then I will go to her, Madam," cried 
I, " and, indeed, it is now no rnatter, for 
I fhould not be able to recover my fpirits 
fufficiently to enjoy much pleafure any where 
this evening.'' 

Sir Clement began a very warm expoftu.: 
lation, and entreaty, that I would not go; 
but I begged him to defift, and told him, 
very honeitly, that, if my compliance were 
not indifpenfably neceffary, I ihould re
quire no perfuaflon to flay. ~Ie then took 
my hand, to lead zne down ftairs; but the 
Captain defired him to be quiet, faying he 
would 'fquire me himfelf, "' becaufe," he 
added, (exultingly rubbing his hands,) "I 
have a wipe ready for the old lady, which 
1nay ferve her to chew as fue O'Oes along." 

We found her in the p~·lour. '" 0, 
you're come at laft, Mifs, are you ?-fine 
air• you give yourfelf, indeed !-n·lt f oi, 1f 

I-l 2 you 
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you had n't come, you might have frayed, 
I affure you, and have been a beggar for 
your pains., 

" Heyday, Madam,, cried the Captain, 
(prancing forward, with a look of great 
glee,) " what, a'n't you got out of t~at 
there paffion yet ? why then, I'll tell you 
what to do to cool yourfelf; caB upon your 
old friend, Monfieur Slippery, who was 
with you at Ranelagh, and give my fervice 
to him, and tell him, if he fets any frore 
by your health, that I defire he'll give you 
fuch another foufe as he did before : he'll 
know what I me.an, and I'll warrant you 
he'll do't for my fake." 

" Let him, if he dares ! " cried Madame 
Duval; '' but I fha'n't ftay to anf wer you 
no more; you are a vulgar fellow ,-and fa, 
child, let us leave him to himfelf." 

" Hark ye, Madam," cried the Captain, 
" you'd beft not call names, becaufe, d'ye 
iee, if you do, I fuall make bold to ihow 
you the door." 

She changed colour, and, faying, " Par-
..1-ie, I can fhew it myfelf," hurried out of 
the room, and I followed her into a hack
ney-coach. But, before we drove off, the 
Captain, looking out of the parlour win
dow, called out, " lYye hear, Madam --. 

' .c ' don t 1orget my meffi1ge to Monf1eur." 
You will believe, our ride was not the 

m oft 
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moft agreeable in the world ; indeed, it 
would be difficult to fay which was leaft 
pleafed, Madame Duval or rne, though 
the reafons of ou_r dtfcontent were fo dif
ferent: however, l\1adame Duval foon got 
the ftart of me ; for we hJd hardly turned 
out of ~Jeen-Ann-fireet, when a man, 
running full fpeed, ftopt the coach. lle 
came up to the window, and I faw he was 
the Captain's fervant. l-Ie had a broad 
grin on his fa"e, and panted for breath. 
Madame Duval demanded his bufinefs ; 
" Madam," anfwered he, 44 my mafter de
fires his compliments to you, and-and
and he fays he wifhes it well over with ym.1. 
He! he! he!-" 

Madame Duval inftantly darted forwarcl; 
and gave him a v:olent blow on the f2re ; 
'' Take that back for your anfwer, f1rrah," 
cried £he, " and. learn to grin at your bt·r 
ters another tin~e. Coachman, drive on!" 

1'he fervant was in a violent paffion, and 
f.vore terribly ; but we were foon o 1t of 
l1e~ring. 

1~he rage of l\1adame Duval was greater 
than ev r, and ihe inveighed againft the 
Capt~ in with fuch fury, that I was e\'en 
appr~hen (ive :fhe would have returned 
to his houfe, purpokly to reproach him, 
which :fhe repeatedly threatened to do; nor 
would !he, I believe,. have he!itated a 1110-

1-I 3 n1ent, 
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ment, but that, notwithftanding her v·o
lence, he has really made her afraid of 
him. 

\V hen we came to her lodgings, we found 
dl the Branghtons in the paifage, impa
tiently waiting for us, with the door open. 

" Only fee, hert'-s Mifs !'• cried the bro
ther. 

"' Well, I declare I thovght as much l" 
faiJ the younger fifi:er. 

" \Vhy, Mifs," faid Mr. nranghton, "I 
think you might as well have come with 
your coufins at once; it's throwing money 
in tLe dirr, to pay two coaches for one 
fare.'" 

" Lord, father," cried the fon, " make 
no words about that; for 1'11 pay for the 
coach that M ifs had." 

"' 0, I know very well,'' anfwered Mr. 
Branghton, "' that you're always more rea .. 
dy to fpend than to earn." 

I then interfered, and begged that I might 
myfelf be allowed to pay the fare, as the 
expence was incurred upon my account; 
they all faid no, and propofed that the fan1e 
coach fhould carry us on to the opera. 

While this paired, the M ifs Brangh tons 
were examining my drefs, which,. jndeed, 
was very improper for my company; and,. 
as I was extremely unwilling to be fo con
ipi nons amongft them, I requefted Ma-

danle 
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dame fluval to borrow a hat or bonnet for 
me of the people of the houfe. But fhe 
never wears either herfelf, and thinks them 
very Englijh and barbarous ; therefore fhe 
infiH:ed that I fuould go ~full dre!fed, as · 

ad prepared myfelf for t ,c; uit, though 
n1ade many objeCtions. 

We were then all crowded into the fame 
carriage; but when we arrived at the opera 

· houfe, I contrived to pay the coachman. 
They made a great many fpeeches; but 
Mr. Branghton's refleCtion had detern1ined 
me not to be indebted to him. 

If I had not been too tnuch chagrined to 
laugh, I fhould have been extremely divert
ed at their ignorance of whatever belongs 
to an opera. In the firft place, they could 
n·)t tell at what door we ought to enter, a td 
we wandered about for. fome time, without 
knowing which way. to turn~ they did no: 
chufe to apply to me, though I was the 
only perfon <;>f the party who had ever be
fore been at an opera; becaufe they wer~ 
unwilling to fuRpofe that their cozmtry couji,z, 
as they were pleafed to call me, fhould be 
better acq uain~d with any Lon.c.1on public 

lace than themfelvts. I \ 1 as very ind ffe
rent and carelefs upon this fnbjeEt, but n t 

a little unc.afy at findinf!; that n1y drefs, fo 
difrerent fro1n that of the company: to which 

11 A. I belonged~ 
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I belonged; attraCted general notice and ob 
fervation. 

In a fbort time, however, we arrived at 
one of the door-keeper's bars. Mr. B!:angh
ton demanded for what part of the h.ouie 
they took money ? They anf wered the pit, 
and regarded us all with great earneftne[c;. 
The fon then advancing, faid, " Sir, if you 
pleafe, I beg that I may treat fviifs/' 

" We'll fettle that another time," an
.fw~red Mr. Branghton, and put down a 
gu ,nea._ 

Two tickets of admiffion were given to 
him~ 

Mr. Branghton, in his turn, ·now ftared 
at the door-keeper, and demanded _what he 
n1eant by giving him only two tickets for a 
guinen ? 

'' Only two, Sir !" faid the man, u why 
don't you know that the tickets are half a 
guinea each 2" 

" Half a guinea each !" repeated Mr. 
Branghton, " why I never heard of fuch a 
thing in my life! And pray, Sir, how n1any 
will they admit ?" _ 

" J uft as ufual, Sir, one perfon each." 
" But one perfon for half a guinea ! -

why I only want to fit in the pit, friend." 
~· Had not the Ladies better fit in the 

gallery, Sir; for they'll hardly chufe to go 
in ~o the pit wit 1 their hats on ?'~ 

''- 0 .. ,. 



E V E L I N ~: 153· 

" 0, as to that," cried Mifs Branghton,. 
" if our hats are too l igh, we'll take them· 
off when we get in. I fha'n't: mind it, for I 
did my hair on purpofe." 

Another party then approaching, the 
door-keeper could no longer attend to Mr. 
Branghton, who, taking up the guinea, told 
him it fhould be long enough before he'd 
fee it again, and walked away. 

The young ladies, in fome confufion, 
· expreffed their furprife, that their papa 
fuould not know the Opera prices, which, 
for their parts, they had read in the papers 
a thoufand times. • 

" The price of frocks," faid he, " is 
enough for me to fee after; and I took it 
fur granted it was the fame thing here as at 
the p1ay-houfe." 

" I knew well enough what the price 
was," faid the fon, " but I would not 
fpeak, becaufe I thought perhaps they'd· 
take lefs, as we,re fuch a large party." 

The fifters both laughed very contemp
tuoufiy at this idea, and afked him if he 
ever heard of people's abating an:,~ thing at 
a public place ? · 

" (don't: know whether I have or no," 
anfwered he, " bt t l'm i\.1re if they w.ould, 
you'd like it fo much the worfe.'' 

~~ V cry true, T'om,, cried Mr .. Brangh- · 
1-1 5 tor ; 
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ton ; " tell a woman that any thing is rea .. 
ionable, and fhe'll be fure to hate it." 

'' Well," fa id M ifs Pally, " I hope that 
Aunt and M ifs will be of our fide,.for Papa 
always takes part with Tom." ~ 

" Come, come," cried Madame Duval,. 
" if you ftand talking here, we fha'n't get 
no place at all." 

Mr. Branghton then enquired the way:
to the gallery, and, when we came to the 
door-keeper, demanded what was to pay. 

" 'I'he ufual price, Sir," faid the man. 
'' Then give me change," cried Mr~ 

:Branghton,. again putting down his guinea. 
" For how many, Sir r'' 
"' Why-let's fee,-for fix., 
" For fix, Sir? why you've gtven tne 

but a guinea., 
" But a guinea! 'vhy how n1uch would: 

you have ? I fuppoie it i'n'c half a guinea 
apiece here too ?H 

" No, Sir, only five fhillings ... , 
Mr. Branghton agc..in took up his unfor-

mate guinea, and protefkd he would fu b
rnit to no fucl1. impofition. I then propofed. 
th:lt we fhould return home, but Madame 
Duval would not confent, and we were con
ducted, by a w.om~ri who fe lls books of the 
Opera, to another gallery-door, where, , after 
fome difputing, Mr. Branghton at laft. paid, . 
and we all. went. up ftairs •. 

Madam~ 
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l\ladame Duval complained very much' 
of the trouble of going fo higH, but Mr. 
Branghton defired her not to hold the place 
too cheap, "for, whatever you may think,,. 
eried he, '' I affure you I paid pit price; 
fo don't fuppofe I come here to fave my; 
money." 

" Vvell, to be fure," faid Mifs Brangh · 
ton, " there's no judging of a place by the 
outfide, elfe, I muft needs fc1y, there's no
thing very extraordinary in the ftair-cafe.'' ' 

But, when we entered the gallery, their 
amazement and difappointment became ge
neral. For a few inftants, thev looked at 
one another without fpeaking·, and then 
they all broke filence at once. 

"Lord, Papa," exclaimed Mifs Polly," 
" why you have brought us~ to the one
!hilling gallery ! " 

" I'll be glad to give you two fi1illings, 
though," anfwered he, " to pay . . I was 
never fo fooled out of my n1oney before, 
fince the hour of n1y birth. Either the 
door-keeper's a knave, or this is the greate~ 
impofition that ever was put upon the pub
ltc." 

"}via foi," cried Madame Dtn~~l," I ne-~ 
yer fat in fuch a mean place in all my life ; 
-why it's as high !-we !ha'n't fee no~ 
tJ 1 ~ lQ"." 

:',_,I thou~l t; gt the tine " f1id 1\~Tr · · 
I-I 6. :B : .. n ght-on~ 
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Branghton, " that three !billings was an 
exorbitant price for · a place in the gallery; . 
but as we'd been afked fo much more at 
the other doors, why I paid it without many 
word3 ; but then, to be fure, thinks I, it 
c.an never be like any other gallery ,-we 
fhall fee fame crinkum-crankum or other for
our money ;-but I find it's as arrant a 
take·in as ever I tnet with.n 

"' vVhy it:s as like the twelvepenny gal
ler-y at Drury-lane," cried the fon, " as twO' 
peas are one to another. I never knew fa-

~ ther fo bit before." 
" I:.ord," faicl Mifs Branghton, " I 

tnought it would have been quite a fine 
place,-all over I don't know what,-and 

one quite in tafre." 
In this manner they continued to exprefi 

their diffatisfachon till the curtain drew up ; 
· fter wliich, their obferva:tions were verY. 
curious. 1"'hey·made no allowance ~qr the · 
cufloms, or even for· the language of ano
ther country, but formed all· their remarks 
upon comparifons· with the Englifh theatre. 

Notwithftanding all · my vexation at hav
ing been forced into a party fo very difagree
able, and that, too, from one- fo n1uc-h--fo 
v.ery much the contt:ary-yet~ would they 
have fuffered me to hil:en,• 1 fhould have 
forgotten every thing unpleafant, and felt 
ootl ing but delight, . in hearing the fweet 

yruce_ 
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voice of .Sign.or- Millico, the firft finger;; 
?ut they tormented me with continual talk
wg. 

'' What a jabbering they make !"'' cried 
Mr. Branghton ;. " there's no knowing a 
word they fay. Pray what's the reafon they 
can't as well fing in Engliih ?-but I fup
pofe the fine folks would not like it, if they; 
CGU ld underftand it." 

'' How unnatural their aCtion is !" faid· 
the fon ; " why now who ever faw an En
gliiliman.put himfelf in fuch out-of-the-wa}'j 
pofl:ures ?" 

" · For n1y part," faid M ifs Polly, " I 
think it's very pretty, only I don't know 
what it means." 

" 1..ord, what does that fignify ?" cried 
her fifter_; " · mayn't one like a thing with
out being fo very particular ?-You may 
f-ee that Mifs likes it, and l don't fuppofe 
fue know:s n1ore of the matter than we 
do." 

A gentleman, foon after, was fo obliging: 
as to make room in the front row for Miis 
Branghton and me. \Ve had no. fooner 
fea.ted ourfelves,. than Mifs Branghton ex
claimed, H Good gracious! only fee !-why:t 
Folly, all the people in the pit are without, 
h ts, dreifed like any thing !" 

" Lord, fo they are," cried Mifs Polly, 
"' ·~ell, I never faw the lik,e }::::it's wo~th 

commg. 
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commg to the Opera if one faw nothing 
elfe." 

I. was then able to d!ftinguifi1 the happy 
party I had left ; and I fa~ that Lord Or
ville had feated himfelf next to Mrs. Mir
van. Sir Clement had his ey.es perpetually 
caft towards the five fbilling gallery, where 
I fuppofe he concluded that we were feared; 
however, before the Opera was over, I have 
reafon to believe that he had difcovered me, 
high and diftant as I was from him. Pro
bably he diftinguifhed me by: my head
drefs. 

At tlie end of the firft act, as the green 
curtain dropped, to prepare for the dance, 
they imagined that the Opera was done, and 
Mr. Branghton expreffed great indignation 
that he had been tricked out of his money 
with fo little trouble. " Now if any En
gliiliman \vas to do fnch an impllden[ thing 
as this," faid he, "why h~ 'J be pe teq ;
but here, one of thefe ou landifu gentry may 
do juft what he pi afes, ~nd come on, and 
fg ueak out a fong or two, and then pocket 
your money without further ceremony." 

However, fo determined he was to b ... 
di!fatisfied, that, before the conclufion of 
the third act, he found frill more fault with 
the Opera for being too long~ and wondered 
whether they thought their finging good 
enough to ferve. us for ft1pper~. 

During 
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During the fymphony of a fong of Signor 
Millico's, in the fecond aCt, young Mr. 
Branghton faid, '' It's my belief that that 
fellow's going to fing another fong !-why 
the•e's nothing but finging ! -I wonder 
when· they'll fpeak." 

'I'his fong, which was now and pathetic, 
caught all my attention, and I lean'd my 
head forward to avoid hearing their obfer
vations, that I n1ight liften without inter
ruption ; but, upon turning round,. when 
the fong was over, I found that I was the 
object of general diverfion to the whole 
party ; for the Mifs Branghtons were tit er
ing, and the two gentlemen making figns 
and faces at me, itnplying their contempt of 
my affeCtation. . 

This difcovery detennined me to appear 
as inattentive as themfelves ; but I was very. 
n1uch provoked at being thus prevented e.n-· 
ioying the only pleafure, which, in fuch a~ 
·party,. was within my power. 

" So, Mifs," - faid Mr. Branghton,. 
~- you're quite in the fafhion, I fee ;-fo 
you·like Operas? well, I'm not fo polite; 
1 can't like nonfenfe, let it be never fo much 
the tafte.'' 

" But pray, Mifs," faid the fon, "what 
makes that fellow look fo doleful while he's-
finging ?'~ 

~Probably: 
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" Probably becaufe the charaCter he per.:. 
forms is in diftrefs." 

" Why then I think he might as well let 
alone finging 'till he's in better cue : it's 
out of all nature for a man to be piping 
when he's in diftrefs. For my part, I never 
fing but when I'm merry; yet I love a fong 
as well as m oH: people." 

'Nhen the curtain dropr, they all re
joiced. 

" How do you like it ?-and how do you 
like it?" paffed from one to another with 
looks of the utmoft contempt. " As for 
me," faid Mr. Branghton, "they've caught 
me once, but if ever they do again, I'll 
give 'em leave to fing ine to Bedlam for my; 
pains : for fuch a heap of ftuff never did I 
hear; there is n't one ounce of fenfe in the 
whole Opera, nothing but one continued 
fqueaking and fqtu.lling from beginning to 
end." 

" If I had been in th€ pit," faid Ma
dame Duval, " I .!hould have liked it 
vaftly, for mufic is n1y pailion ; , but fitting 
in fuch a place as this, is quite unbear
able." 

Mif.s Branghton, looking at me, declared~ 
that fhe was not genteel enough to admire 
it. 

Mifs Polly confdfed, that, if they would 
but 
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but fing Englijh, ihe fhould like it very 
1.uell. 

1"'he brother wi!hed he could raife a riot 
in the houfe, becaufe then he might get his 
money again. . 

And, finally, they all agreed, that it was 
JJzonflrous deat'. 

During the laft dance, I perceived, ftand
ing near the gallery-door, Sir Clement \Vil
loughby. I was extremely vexed, and 
would have given the world to have avoided 
being feen by him : my chief objeCtion 
was, from the apprehe.nfion that he wou'd 
hear M ifs Branghton call tne coujin.-1 fear 
you will think this London jo':lrney has 
n1ade n1e grow very proud, but indeed this 
family is fo low-bred and vulgar, that I 
fl1ould be equally afhamed of fuch a con
nexion in the country, or any where. And 
really I had already been fo much chagri-ned 
that Sir Clement had been a witnefs of Ma
dame Duval's power over me, that I could 
not bear to be expofed to any further Inor
tification. 

As th~ feats cleared, by plrties going 
away, Sir Clement approached nearer to 
us; the M ifs Branghtons obferved with fur
prife, what a fine gentleman was come into 
the gallery," and they gave me great reafon 
to expeCt, that they would endeavour to 
attraCt his notice, by fan1iliarity with me-, 

whenever· 
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whenever he fhould join us ; and fo, I 
formed a fort of plan, to prevent any con
veriation. I am afraid you will think it 
wrong; and ' fo I do myfelf now,-but, at 
the time, I only confidered how I might 
avoid immediate humiliation. 

As foon as he was within two feats of us, 
he fpoke to me, " I am very happy, Mifs 
An~ille, to have found you, for the Ladies 
below have each an humble attendant, and 
therefore I an1 come to offer my fervices 
here." 

" Why then," cried I, (not without he· 
.litating) if you pleafe,-I will join them." 

" Will you allow me the honour of con
duCting you ?" cried he eagerly; and, in. 
ftantly. taking my . nand, he would have 
tnarched away \V.i~h me : but I turned to 
Madame Duval, and faid, " As our party. 
is fo large, Madam, if you will give me 
leave, I will go down to Mrs. Mirvan, that 
I may not crowd you in the coach." 

And then, without waiting for an anfwer, 
I fuffered Sir Clement to hand n1e out of the 
gallery. 

Madame Duval, I doubt not, will be 
very angry, and fo I am with myidf, now, 
and therefore I cannot ~e furprited : but 
Mr. Branghton, I am fure, will eaflly com
fort himfelf, in having efcaped the addi
tional coach expenc~ of carrying me to 

~1een--
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QEeen-Ann-ftreet : as to his daughters, 
they had no time to fpeak, but I faw they 
were in utter amazernent. 

My intention was to join Mrs. Mirvan, 
and accompany her home. Sir Clen1ent 
was in high fpirits and good-humour ; and; 
all the way we went, I was fool enough to 
rejoice in fecret at the fuccefs of .c1y plan ; 
nor was it till I got down frairs, and an1idft 
the fervants, that any difficulty occurred to 
111e of meeting with n1y friends. 

I then afked Sir Clement how I ihould 
contrive to acquaint Mrs. Mirvan that I had ... 
left l\rladame Duval ? 

'' I fear it will be almoft impoffible to 
find her," anfwered he; H but you can have 
no objeCtion to permitting me to fee you 
fafe home." 

l-Ie then defired his fervant, who was 
waiting, to order his chariot to draw up. 

This quite frartled me; I turned to hitn 
haftily, and faid that I could not think of 
going away without Mrs. Mirvan. 

"But how can we meet with her?" cried 
he; " you will not chufe to go into the pit 
yourfelf; I cannot fend a fervant there ; and 
it !s impoffible for me to go and leave you 
alone." 

The truth of this was indifputable, and 
totally filenced me. Yet, as foon as I coull 
recolleCt myfelf, I determined not to go in 

l!s 
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his chariot, and told him I believed I had 
beft return to my party up ftairs. _ 

He would not hear of this ; and earneftly 
entreated me not to withdraw the trufi: I 
had repofed in him. 

While he was fpeaking, I faw Lord Or
ville, with feveral ladies and gentlemen, 
coming from the pit paffage: unfortunately, 
he faw me too, and, leaving his company, 
advanced inftantly towards me, and, with 
an air and voice of furprife, faid, " Good 
God, do I fee l\tlifs Anville. !" 

I now moft feverely felt the folly of my r 

plan, and the aukwardnefs of my fituation ; 
however, I haftened to tell him, though in a 
hefitating manner, that I was waiting for 
Mrs. Mirvan : but what was my difap
pointment, when he ac.quainted me that fhe 
was already gone home r 

I was inexpreffib1y diftreffed; to fuffer 
Lord Orville to think me fatisfied with the 
fingle protection of Sir Clement vVillough
by, I could not bear ; yet I was more than 
ever averfe to returning to a party which 
I dreaded his feeing : I flood fome moments 
!~ fufpenfe, and could not help exclaiming, 
• Good Heaven, what can I do !" 

" Why., my dear Madam," cried Sir Cle
ment, '' fhould you be thus tmeafy ?-you 
will reach ~1een-Ann-ftreet almoft as Ioon 

as 
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as Mrs. Mirvan, and I an1 fure you cannot 
doubt being as fafe." 

I made no anfwer, and Lord Orville then 
faid, " My coach is here; and my fervants 
are ready to take any commands Mifs An
ville will honour me with for them. I fhall 
myfelf go home in a chair, and therefore-" 

How grateful did I feel for a propofal fo 
confiderate, and made with fo much deli
cacy! I ihould gladly have accepted it, had 
I been permitted, but Sir Clement would 
not let him even finiih his fpeech; he inter
rupted him with evident difpleafure, and 
faid, '' My Lord, my own chariot is now 
at the door." 

And juft then the fervant came, and told 
him the carriage was ready. He begged to 
have the honour of conduCting me to it, 
and would have taken my hand, but I drew 
it back, faying, " I can't-I can't indeed ! 
pray go by yourfelf-and as to me, let n1e 
have a chair." 

" In1r,offible ! '' (cried he with vehe
n!ence) ' I cannot think of trufting you with 
ftrange chairmen,-! cannot anfwer it to 
Iv1rs. Mirvan,-come, dear Madam, we 
iball be home in five minutes." 

Again I flood fufpended. With what 
joy would I then have con1promifed with 
1ny pride, t9 have been once rnore with 
Madame Duval and the Branghtons, pro-

vided 
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vided I had not met with Lord Orville! 
However, I flatter myfelf that he not only 
faw, but pitied my embarraffment, for he 
faid, in a tone of voice unufually foftened, 
" To offer my fervices in the prefence of 
Sir Clement Willoughby would be fuper
fluous; but I hope I need not affure Mifs 
Anville, how happy it would make me to 
.be of the leaft ufe to her." 

I courtfied my thanks. Sir Clement with 
great earneftnefs preffed me to go ; and 
while I was thus uneafily deliberating what 
to do, the dance, I fuppofe, finiihed, for the 
people crowded down ftairs. Had Lord 
Orville then repeated his offer, I would 
have accepted it, notwithftanding Sir Cle
nlent's repugnance; but I fancy he thought 
it would be impertinent. In a very few 
minutes I heard Madame Duval's voice, as 
fhe defcended from the gallery ; " Well," 
cried I, haftily, " if I muft go-" I ftopt, 
but Sir Clement immediately handed me 
into his chariot, called out " ~leen-Ann
ftreet," and then jumped in himfelf. Lord 
Orville, with a bow and a half fmile, wifhed 
me good night. 

My concern was fo great, at being feen 
and left by Lord Orville in fo ftrange a 
iituarion, that I fhould have been beft 
pleafed to have remained wholly !ilent d)J-

I nng 
4 
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ring our ride home : but Sir Clement took 
care to prevent that. 

He began by making rnany complaints 
of my unwillingnefs to truft inyfelf with 
him, and begged to know what could be 
the reafon. fl'his queftion fo much enl
barraffed me, that I could not tell what to 
anfwer, but only faid, that I was forry to 
have taken up fo tnuch of his time. 

0 Mifs Anville," (cried he, taking my 
hand) ''if you knew with what tranfport I 
·would dedicate to ¥OU not only the prefent 
.but all the future time allotted to me, you 
would not injure me by making fuch an 
apology." 

I could not think of a word to fay to 
this, nor to a great~·many other equally· fine 
fpeeches with which he ran on, though 1 
would fain have withdrawn my hand, and 
n1ade aln1oft continual attempts ; but in 
vain, for he aB:ually grafped it between 
both his, without any regard to my refift
ance. 

Soon after, he faid that he believed the 
coachman was going the wrong way, and 
he called to his fervant, and gave him di
reCtions. Then again addreffing himfelf to 
me, '' How often, how affiduoufly have I 
fought an opportunity of fpeaking to you, . 
without the prefence of that brute Captain 
Mirvan ! Fortune has now kindly favoured 

me 



t68 E V E L I N A. 

me with one, ana pennit n1e," (again feiz..: 
ing my hand) " permit me to ufe it, in 
telling you that I adore you ! " 

I was quite thunderfi:ruck at this abrupt 
and unexpected declaration. For fome rno
ments I was filent, but, when I recovered 
from my furprife, I faid, " Indeed, Sir, if 
you were determined to make n1e repent 
leaving my own party fo foolifhly, you have 
very well fucceeded." 

" My deareft life," cried he, " is it pof
fible you can be fo cri1el ? Can your nature 
and your countenance be fo totally oppo
fite? Can the fweet bloom upon thofe 
charming cheeks, which appears a·s much 
the refult of good-humour as of beauty-'' 

" 0, Sir," cried I, interrupting him, 
" this is very fine ; but I had hoped we 
had had enough of this fort of converfation 
at the Ridotto, and I did not expect you 
would fo foon refume it." 

"What I then faid, tny fweet reproacher, 
was the effeEt of a n1iftaken, a prophane 
idea, that your underftanding held no coin
petition with your beauty; but now, now 
that I find you equally incomparable in 
both, all words, all powers of fpeech, are 
too feeble to exprefs the admiration I feel 
of your excellencies." 

Indeed," cried I, " if you did not talk in · 
one language, and think in another, you 

would 
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would never fuppote that I could give credit 
to praife fo very much above my defert." 

This fpeech, which I made very gravely, 
occafioned ftill fhonger proteftations, which 
ne continued to pour forth, and I continued 
to difclaim, till I began to wonder that we 
were not in ~een-Ann-Streer, and begged 
he would defire the coachman to drive faiter. 

" And does this little moment," cried 
he, "which is the firft of happinefs I have. 
ever known, does it already appear fo very 
long to you ?" 

· '~ I am afraid the man has miftaken the 
way," anfwered I, "or clfe we fhould ere 
now have been at our journey's end. I 
.n1uft beg you will fpeak to him." 

'' And can you think me fo much n1y 
own enemy ?-if my good genius has in
fp ired the man with a defire of prolonging 
n1y happinefs, can you expect that I ihould 
counter-ad: its indulgence ?" 

I now began to apprehend that he had 
himfelf ordtr~ the man to go a wrong 
'vay, and I was io much alarmed at the idea, 
that, the very inftant it occurred to me, I 
let down the glafs, and made a fudden ef
fort to open the chariot-door myfdf, with 
a view of jumping into the ftreet; b 1t he 
caught hold of tne, exclaiming, " For 
Heaven's fake, what is the matter ?" 

" J..-..1 don't know," cried I, (quite out 
YoL. I. . I of 
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of breath) " but I am fure the man goes 
wrong, and, if you will not fpeak to him, 
I am determined I will get out myfelf." 

" You amaze me," anfwered he, ({till 
holding me) " I cannot imagine what you 
apprehend. Surely you can have no doubts 
of my honour?" 

He drew me towards him as he fpoke. I 
was frightened dreadfully, and could hardly 
fay, " No, _Sir, no,-none at all,-only 
Mrs. Mirvan,-I think !he will be un
eafy." 

'' Whence this alarm, my deareft angel? 
-What can you fear ?-my life is af your 
devotion, and can you, then, cl ubc my 
protecrion ?" 

And fo faying, he paffionatcly k ifed my 
hand. 

Never, in my whole life, have I been fo 
terrified. I broke forcibly from him, and, 
putting my head out of the window, called 
aloud to the man to ftop. Where we then 
were I kno v not, but I faw not a human 
being, or I fhould have called for help. 
. Sir Clement, w:th great earneftnefs, en
deavoured eo appeafe and compofe me ; 
" If you do not intend to murd r me," cried 
I, " for mercy's, for pity's fake, let me get 
C>Ut f" 

"Compofe your fpir.its, my deareft life," 
cried he, " and I will do every thing you 

wo~ld 
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would 'have me." And then he called to 
the man himfelf, and bid him make hafte 
to ~1een-Ann-Street. " This fi:upid fel
low," continued he,'' has certainly miftaken 
my orders ; but I hope you are now fully 
fatisfied., 

I made no anfwer, but kept my head at 
the window, watching which way he drove., 
but without any comfort to myfelf, as I 
was quite unacq uainted with either the right 
or the wrong. 

Sir Clement now poured forth abundant 
proteftations of honour, and alfurances of 
refpecr, entreating my pardon for having 
offended me, and befeeching my good opi .. 
nion : but I was quite filent, having to0 
much apprehenuon to make reproaches, 
and too much anger to fpeak without. 

In this manner we went through feveral 
ftreets, till at laft, to my great terror, he 
fuddenly ordered .the 1nan to ftop, and faid, 
" Mifs Anville, we are now within twenty 
yards of your houfe ; but I cannot bear to 
part with you, till you generoully forgive 
me for the offence you have taken, and 
promiie not to n1ake it known to the Mir
'Yans!' 

I hefitated between fear and indignation. 
" Your reluCtance to fpeak, redoubles . 

my contrition for having difpleafed you~ 
fin e it fl1ews the reliance I might have on 

I 2 a pr -
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a promife which you will not give without 
conf1deration.'' 

" I am very, very much diitre.ffed," cried 
I, ''you a{k a promiie which you n1ufl: be 
fenfible I ought not to grant, and yet dare 
not refufe." 

'' Drive on 1 " .cried he to the coachman ; 
-" Mifs Anville, I will not compel you ; I 
will exact no promife, but truft wholly to 
your generofity." 

This rather foftened me; which advan
tage he no fooner perceived, than he deter
mined to avail himielf of, for he flung 
himfelf on his knees, and pleaded with io 
much fubmiflion, that I was really obliged 
to forgive him, becaufe his humiliation 
made n1e quite afuamed : and, after that, 
he would not let n1e refl till I gave him my 
word that I would not complain of him to 
Mrs. Mirvan. 

My own folly and pride, which had put 
me in his power, were pleas which I could 
not hut attend to in his favour. However, 
I fhall take very particular care never to be 
again alone with him. 

When, at laft, we arrived at our houfe, 
I was fo overjoyed, that I f11ould certainly 
have pardoned him then, if I had not be

·fore. As he handed me up ftairs, he fcolded 
his fervant aloud, and very angrily, for 
having gone fo much Otlt of the way. lVlifs 

Mirvan 
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Mirvan ran out to meet me,-and who 
fhould I fee behind her, but-Lord Or ... 
ville ! 

All my joy now vanifhed, and gave place 
to fhame and c~nfufion ; for I rould not 
endure that h~ fhould know how long a 
time Sir Clement and I had been together, 
fince I was not at liberty to affign any rea
fon for it. 

They all expreffc:d great fatisfaction a., 
fceing me, and faid they had been extremely: 
uneafy and furprifed that I was fo long 
(oming home.,. as they had heard from Lord 
Orville that I was not with l\1adame l1u
val. · Sir Clernent, in an affected paffion; 
f.:1ic1 dut h~s booby of a ferv?.nt had mif
underfrood his or'iers, and was driving us 
to the upper end of Piccadilly. For my 
part, I only coloured, for though I would 
not forfeit my word, I yet difdained to 
confirm a tale in which I had n1yfelf no 
belief~ 

Lord Orville~ with great politenefs, con-
gratulated me that the troubles of the even
ing had fo happily ended, and faid, that he 
had found it impoffible to return home, 
before he enquired after my fafety. 

In a very fhort time he took leave, and 
Sir Clement followed him. As foon as 
they were gone, Mrs. Mirvan, though with 
great foftnefs, blamed me for having quit-

1 3 !ed 
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:-ted Madame Duval. I affured her, and 
with truth, that for the future I would be 
more prudent. 

The adventures of the evening fo much 
difconcerred me, that I could not fleep all 
night. I am under the moft cruel appre
henfions, left Lord Orville fhould fuppofe 
my being on the gallery- ftairs with Sir Cle
ment was a concerted fcheme, and even 
that our continuing fo long together in his 
chariot, was with my approbation, fince I 
did not fay a word on the fubject, nor ex-' 
prefs any diffatisfaCl:ion at the coachman's 
pretended blunder. 

Yet, his coming hither to wait our arr:val, 
though it feems to imply fome doubt, £hews 
alfo fome anxiety. Indeed Mifs Mirvan 
fays, that he appeared extremely anxious, 
nay uneafy and impatient for my return. If 
I did not fear to flatter myfelf, I ihould 
think it not impoffible but that he had a 
fufpicion of Sir Clement's defign, and was 
therefore concerned for my fafety. 

What a long letter is this ! however, I 
fuall not write many more from London, 
for the Captain faid this ·morning, that he 
would leave town on Tuefday next. Ma
dame Duval will dine here to-day, and then 
!he is to be told his intention. 

I am very much amazed that fhe accepted 
Mrs. Mirvan's invitation, as ihe was in fuch 

wt·ath 
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wrath yefterday. I fear that to-day I !hall 
tnyfeF be the principal object of her dif
pleaftre; but I mufl:: fubtnit patiently, for 
I cannot defend myfelf. 

Adieu, my dearefl:: Sir. Should this le-t-
ter be productive of any uneafinefs to you, 
more than ever ihall I repent the heedleis 
imprudence which it reci~es .. 

L E T T E R XXII. 

Evtlitta in co11tiMuttion. 

Monday Morning, Aprilt8. 

MRS. Mirvan has juft communicated 
to me an anecdote concerning Lord 

Orv]le, which has t"nuch furprifed, half 
· plea:ed, and half pained me. 

While they were fitting together during 
the Opera, he told her that he had been 
greatly concerned at the impertinence which 
the fOtmg lady under her protection had 
fuffered from Mr. Lovel ; but that he had 
the pleafure of aifuring her, fhe had no fl
tt~re difl::urbance to apprehend from him. · 

Mrs. Mirvan, with great eagernefs, beg
ged he would explain himfelf, and faid fhe 

I 4 hoped 
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hoped he had not thought fo infignificant 
an affair worthy his ferious attention. 

" There is nothing," anfwered he," which 
requires more immeJiate notice than imper
tinence, for it ever encroaches when it is 
tolerated." He then added, that he be
lieved he ought to apologize for the liberty 
he had taken of interfering, but that, as he 
regarded himfelf in the light of a party con
cerned, from having had the honour of 
dancing with Mifs Anville, he could not 
poffibly reconcile to himfelf a patient neu-
trality. . 

l-Ie then proceeded to tell her, that he 
nad waited upon Mr. Lovel the n1orning 
after the play; that the vi fit had proved an 
amicable one, btlt the particulars were nei
ther entertaining nor neceffary ; h_.e only 

· aifured her, Mifs Anville might be per
feetly eafy, fince Mr. Level had engaged 
his honour never more to mention, or even 
to hint at what had paifed at 1.\Irs. Stanley's 
aifembly. 

Mrs. Mirvan expreff'ed her fatisfaetion at 
this conclufion, and thanked him for his 
polite attention to her young friend: 

" It would be needlefs," faid he, '' to 
requeft that this affair may never tranfpire, 
fince Mrs. Mirvan cannot but fee the necef
firy of keeping it inviolably fecret ;, but I 

thourrht: 
C' 
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thought it incun1bent upon me, as the young 
lady is under your proteB:ion, to affure 
both you and her of Mr. Lovel's future 

refpetl:." 
Had I known of this vifit previous to 

Lord Orville's making it, what dreadful: 
uneafinefs would it have coft me ! Yet that 
he fhot1ld fo n1uch intereft himfd£ in fecur
ing me from offence, gives me,. I muft. 
own, an internal pleafure greater than I 
can exprefs, for I feared· he had too con
temptuous an opinion of me, to take any· 
trouble upon my accotlnt. Thot1gh, after 
a]], this interference might rather be to fa
tisfy his own delicacy, than f.rom thinking 
well of me. 

But how cool, how quiet is true cou-· 
rage ! '\Vho, from ieeing Lord Orville at 
the play, would have imagined his refent
n1ent would have hazarded his life? yet his. 
difpleafure was evident, though his real 
bravery and his politenefs equally guarded. 
him from entering into any difcuffion in 
our prtfence. 

Madame Duval, as I expeB:ed, was moil: 
terribly angry yefterday ; fhe fcolded me 
for I believe two hours, on account of hav
ing left her, and proteited fhe had been fo 
much furprifed at my going, without giving 
her time to anfwer, that {he hardly knew 
whether ilie was a\vake or afleep. But . :!he 

I 5 affurtd 
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affured me, that if ever I did fo again, ihe 
would never mere take me into public. 
And ihe expreffed an c;qual degree of dif
pleafure againft Sir Clement, becaufe he 
had not even fpoken to her, and becaufe 
he was always of the Captain's fide in an 
argument. The Captain, as bound in ho
nour, warmly defended him, and then fol
lowed a difpute in the ufual ftyle. 

After dinner, Mrs. Mirvan introduced 
the fubjeB: of our leaving London. Ma
dame Duval faid fhe fhould. flay a month 
or two longer. The Captain told her i11c 
was welcome, - but that he and his family 
fhoul? go into the country on 1~uefday 
Inornmg. 

lt moft difagreeable fcene followed ; Ma-
dame Duval infifted upon keeping me with 
her ; but Mrs. Mirvan faid, that as I was 
actually engaged on a :vifit to Lady Howard, 
who had only confented to my leaving her 
for a few days, ihe could not think of re
turning without me. 

Perhaps if the Captain had not interfered, 
the good-breeding and mildnefs of Mrs. 
Mirvan n1ight have had fome effect upon 
Madame Duval ; but he pa!fes no oppor
tllnity of provoking her, and therefore 
tnade: fo many grofs and rude fpeechcs, all 
of which fue retorted, that, in conclufion, 
fue vowed ihe would fooner go to law, in 

righ. 
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right of her relatibnfhip, than that I fuould 
be taken away from her. 

I heard this account from Mrs. Mirvan, 
who was fo kindly confiderate as to give me 
a pretc"'nce for quitting the room, as ioon 
as this difpute begun, left Madame Duval 
fuould refer to me, and infift on my obe-

dience. 
· The final refult of the converfation was; 
that, to foften matters for the prefent,. Ma
dame Duva1 fhould make one in the party 
for Howard Grove, whither we are pofi
tively to go next Wednefday. 

Mrs. Mirvan is now writing to Lady 
Howard, to excufe bringing thi s unexpeCted 
gueft, and to p~eve t the difagreeable fur
prife, which muft, otherwife, attend her 
reception. This dear lady 1eems eternally 
itudying tny happinefs and advantage . . 

To-night we go to the Pantheqn, w 1ich 
is t:he 1aft divedion we fhall partake of in 
London, for to-n1orrow ---

* • * 
This moment, my dea'·e{l: Sir, I have 

received your kind letter. 
If you thought \.lS too diffipated the firft 

week, I almoft fear to know what you will 
· think of us this fee on ;-1owever, the 

I 6 Pantheon 
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Pantheon this evening will probably be tHe- " 
lafr public place which I fhall ever fee. 

The aifurance of your fupport and pro
teCtion in regard to Madame Duval, thougll 
what I never doubted, excites n1y utmoll: 
gratitude: how, indeed, cheriihed undtr 
your _roof, the happy objeCt of your- con
ftant mdulgence, how c,auld I have bone 
to become the fiave of her tyrannical hu
tnours ?-pardon me that I ipeak fo hard'~y 
of her, but, whenever the idea of paffir1g 
my _days with her occurs to me, the comp;t
rifon which naturally follows, takes from. 
me all that forbearance, which, I believe, I 
owe her .. 

You are already difpleafed with Sir Ch
ment : to be fure, then, his behaviour aft:!r 
the opera: will not make his peace with yotJ. 
Indeed, the m.ore I refleCt upon it, the more 
angry I am. I was entirely ]n his powtr, 
and it was cruel in him to caufe me fo ,n1uch 
terror . . 

0 my deareft Sir, were I but worthy t1e· 
prayers and the w1fhes you offer for me, t.1~ 
utmoft ambition of my heart would be fully 
fatisfied ! ·but I greatly fear you will· find · 
tne, now that I am out of the reach of yollr 
afiifl:ing prudence, mor.e weak awd imperfect 
than you could have expeCted. 

I have not now time to write anod.er 
wotd, 



/ 

wonl, for I mu£1: immediately haften ta 

drefs for the evemng. 

L E T T E R XXIII. 

Eveltna i~. cantinuation. 

~een-Ann-Street~ Tuefday, April 19 .. 

T HERE is fomething to me half me~ 
lancholy in wt:iting an account of 

our laft adventures in London; however.,. 
as this day is merely appropriated to pack
ing, and preparations for our journey, and 
as i fhall fhortly have no more adventures 
to write, I think I may as well complete 
n1y town journal at once. And,. when you 
have it all together, I hope, my dear Sir, you 
will fend me your obfervations and thoughts 
upon it to Howard G.rove. . 

About eight o'clock we went to the Pan..:
thcon. I was extremely ftruck with the 
beauty of the building,. which greatly fur
pa1Ted whatever I could have expected or 
irr.agined. Yet, it has more the appearance 
of a chapel, than of a place of diverfion .; 
ar:d, though I was quite charmed with the 
magnificence of the room, I felt . that I 
could not be as gay and thoughtlefs there · 
a~ at Ranelagh, for thexe is fomething in it 

which 
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:which rather infpires awe and folemnity, 
than mirth and pleafure. However, per-: 
baps it may only have this effeCt upon fuch. 

·a novice as myfelf. 
I fhould have faid, that our party con

fifl::ed only.of Captain, Mrs. and Mifs Mir
van, as Maqame Duvql fpent the day in 
the city :-which I own I could not la
ment. 

There was a great deal of company; but 
the firft perfon we faw was Sir Clement 
\Villoughby. He addreffed us with his 
ufual eafe, and joined us for the whole eve
ning. I felt myfelf very uneafy in his pre
fence; for I could not look at him, nor 
hear him fpeak, without recolleCting the 
chariot adventure; but, to my great amaze
ment, I obferved that he looked at me with
out the leaft apparent difc01npofure, tho' . 
certainly he ought not to think of his be
haviour without bluihing. I really wifh I 
had not ·forgiven him, and then he could 
not have ventured to fpeak to me any n1ore. 

There was an exceeding good concert, 
but too much talking to hear it well. In
deed I am quite aftoniihed to find how little 
n1ufic is attended to in filence; for tho11gh 
every body feems to admire, hardly any 
body lifi:ens. 

We did not fee Lord Orville, till we : 
went into the tea-room, which is large, 

low, 
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low, and under ground, and ferves merely 
as a foil to the apartments above; he then 
f.at next to us ; he ieemed to belong to a 
large party, chiefly of ladies; but, among 
the gentlemen attending them, I perceived 
Mr. Lovel. 

I was extremely irrefolute whether or not 
I ·ought to n1ake any acknowledgments to 
Lord Orville for his generous conduB: in 
fecuring me from the future impertinence 
of that man ; and I thought, that as he ' 
had feen1ed to allow Mrs. Mirvan to ac
quaint me, though no one elfe, of the 
meafures which he had taken, he tnight 
perhaps f uppofe n1e ungrateful if filent : 
however, I n1ight have fpared myfelf the 
trouble of deliberating, as I never once had 
the fuadow of an opportunity of fpeaking 
unheard by Sir Clement. On the contrary, 
he was fo exceedingly officious and forward, 
that I could not fay a word to any body, 
but inftantly he bent his head forward, with 
an air of profound attention, as if I had 
addreffed myfelf wholly to hin1 : and yet, I 
never once looked at him, and would not 
have fpoken to him on any !lccount. 

Indeed, Mrs. Mirvan herfelf, though 
unacquainted with the behaviour of Sir 
Clement after the OP.era, fays it is not right 
for a young woman to be feen fo frequently 
in public wi~h the f~me gentleman; and, if 

our 
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our ftay in town was to be lengthened, ihe 
would endeavour to reprefcnt to the Cap~ 
t!ain the impropriety of allowing his confl:ant 
attendance ; for Sir Clement, with all his 
caj'mefs, could not be fo eternally of our 
parties, if the Captain 'Yas lefs fond of his 
company. 

At the fame table wirh Lord Orville, fat 
a gentleman,-! call hin1 fo only becaufe 
he was at the fame table,-who, almo!t 
fron1 the moment I was feated, fixed his· 
eyes ftedfaftly on my face, and never once 
removed them to any other objeCt during· 
tea-time, notw:ithfl:anding my difiike of his 
ftaring mufl:, I am fure, have been very 
evident. T was quite furprifed, that a man 
whofe boldnefs was fo · offenfive, could 
have gained admiffion into a party of which 
Lord Orville made one; for I naturally· 
Ci:Oncluded him to be fome low-bred, and· 
uneducated man ; and I thought my ide2.! 
was- undubitably confirmed, when I heard 
him fay to Sir Clement Willoughby, in an, 
audible wbiJPer,-which is a mode of fpeech 
very d iftreffing and difagreeable to by-ftand
ers,-" For Heaven's fake, Willoughby, 
who is that lovely creature?" 

But what was my amazement, when, lif
tening attentively for the anfwer, though 
my head was turned another way, I heard 
Sir Clen1ent fay, ~~ I an1 forry: I cannot in~ 

form. 
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forn1 your Lordfhip, but I am ignorant 
myfelf." 

Lordjhip !- ho\V extraordinary ! that a 
nobleman, accuftomed, in all probability, to 
the firfr rank of company in the kingdom, 
from his earlieft infancy, can poffibly be 
deficient in good mamzers, however faulty in 
1norals and principles ! Even Sir Clement 
Willoughby appeared . n1odeft in compari
fon with this perfon. 

During tea, a converfation was com 
menced upon the times, fafhions, and pub
lic places, in which the company of both 
tables joined. It began by Sir Clement's 
enquiring of M ifs Mirvan and of me if the 
Pantheon had anfwered our expectations. 

We both readily agreed that it had great
ly exceeded them. 

" Ay, to be fure," fa id the Captain, 
"why you don't fuppofe they'd confefs they 
did n't like it, do you ? Whatever's the 
fafhion, they n1uft like of courfe ;--1r elfe 
I'd be bound for it they'd own, that there 
never was fuch a dull place as this here in
vented." 

" And has, then, this building," faid 
Lord Orville, " no merit that may fcrvc to 
ldfen your cenfure ? Will not your eye-, 
Sir, fpeak fotnethina in its favour?" 

_ " Eye,'' cried tl~e Lord, (I don't know 
his name,) " and is there any eye here, that 

can. 



r86 E V E L I N A.' 

ca·n find any pleafure in looking at dead 
walls or ftatues, when ft..ch heavenly living 
objects as I now fee demand all their ad
miration ?" 

"0, certain y," faid Lord Orville, "the 
lifelefs fymmetry of architeCture, however· 
beautiful the dd1gn and proportion, no man 
would be fo tnad as to put in competition with 
the animated charms of nature: but when, as 
to-night, the eye may be regaled at the fame· 
time, and in one view, with all the excel
lence of art, and all the perfection of na. 
ture, I cannot think that either fuffer by 
being {een together."' 

" I grant, my Lord,'• faid Sir Clement, 
" that the cool eye of unimpaffioned philo ... 
fophy may view both with equal attention, 
and equal fafety; out, where the heart is 
not fo well guarded, it is apt to interfere, 
and render, even to the eye, all objeets but 
one infipid and uninterefting." 

'' Aye, aye," cried the Captain, " you 
n1ay talk what you will of your eye here, 
and your eye there, and, for the matter of 
that, to be fure you have two,-but we all 
know they both fquint one way." 

" Far be it from me,'' faid Lord Orville, 
" to difpute the mag-netic power of beauty, 
which irrefifi:ibly draws and attraCts whatever 

as foul and fympathy : and I am happy to 
acknowledge,, that though we have now no 

10 gcds 
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gods to occupy a manfion profeffedly built 
for them, yet we have fecured their better 
halves, for we have godde.ffis to whom we all 
n1oil: willingly bow down." And then, with 
a very droll air, he n1ade a profound reve
rence to the ladies. · 

" They'd need be goddeffes with a ven.: 
geance," faid the Captain, " for they're 
tnortal dear to look at. Howf01never, r 
ihould be glad to know what you can fee in 
e'er a face among then1 that's worth half a 
guinea for a fight." 

" Half a guinea!" exclaimed that fame 
Lord, " I would give half I am worth, for 
a fight of only one, provided I make my 
own choice. And, prithee, how can nlo
ney be better employed than in the fervice 
of fine women ?u .. 

'' If the ladies of his own party can par
don the Captain's fpeech," faid Sir Cle
ment, " I think he has a fair clail\1 to the 
forgivenefs of all.'' 

" Then you depend very mtich, as I 
doubt not but you tnay," faid Lord Or
ville, " upon the general fweetnefs of the 
fex ;-but, as to the ladies of the Captain's 
party, they may eafily pardon, for they 
cannot be hurt." 

" But they n1uil: have a devilifu good 
conceit of themfel ves, though,,. fa id the 
Captain, " to believe all that. Howfon1~ 

ever, 
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ever, whether or no, I !hould be glad t<1 

be told, by fome of you who feem to be 
knowing in them things, what kind of (j., 
verfion can be found in fuch a place as tHs 
here, for one who has had, long ago, !lis
full of face- hunting ?" 

Every body laughed, but nobody fpoke. 
. " vVhy look you there, now," continued 

·the Captain, "you're a1l at a dead fb.nd !
not a man among you can anf wer that there 
queftion. Why, then, I muft make bold to
conclude, that you all come here for no 
manner of purpofe but to ftare at one am
ther's pretty faces ;-though, for the m~t
ter of that, half of 'em are plaguy ugly,
and, as to t'other half:-I believe it's no:1e 
of God's manufaCtory.'' 

" What the ladies may come hither for, 
Sir," faid Mr. Lovel, (ftroking his ruffi~s, 
and looking down,) " it would ill becone 
us to determine; li>ut as to we men, doubt
lefs we can have no other view, than to ~d
mire them.u 

" If I be n't miftaken," cried the Cap
tain, (looking earneftly in his face,) "pu~ 
are that fame perfon w~ faw at Love k>r
Love t'other night ;-be n't you?" 

Mr. Lovel bowed. 
'' vVhy then, Gentlemen," continued le, 

with a loud laugh, '' I muit tell you a nuft 
excellent good j.oke; -when all was o.v~r7• 

as. 
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as rure as you're alive, he afked what the 
play was! Ha, ha, ha!" 

" Sir," faid Mr. Lovel, colouring, " if 
yot: were as much ufed to a town life as I 
am,-which, I prefume, is not precifely the 
cafc,-l fancy you would not find fo much 
diverfion from a circumftance fo common." 

" Common! what, is it common?" re
pe,ted the Captain ; '' why then, 'fore 
George, fuch chaps are more fit to be fent 
to fchool, and well difciplined with a cat 
o' .1ine tails, than to poke their heads into 
a play-houfe. vVhy, a play is the only thing 
lef:, now-a-days, ~hat has a grain of ienfe 
in [t; for as to all the refl: of your public 
phces, d'ye fee, if they were all put to
gether, I would n't give that for 'em!" 
fn~pping his fingers. " And now we're 
talking of them fort of tl ings, there's your 
o~ras,-1 fhould like to know, now, what 
anr of you can find to fay for them., 

Lord Orville, who was mofl: able to have 
anrwered, feemed by no means to think the 
Captain worthy an argument, upon a fub
ject concerning which he had neither know
ledge nor feeling : but, turning to us, he 
fa.d; " The ladies are filent, and we feetn 
to have engroifed the converfation to our
felves, in which we are much more our 
mvn enemies than theirs. But," addreffing 
himfelf to Mifs Mirvan and me, " I am 

1noil: 
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moft defirous to hear the opinions of thefe 
young ladies, to whom all public places 
muft, as yet, be new.,., 

We both, and with eagernefs, declared 
that we had received as n1uch, if not more 
pleafure, at the opera than any where: but 
we had better have been !ilent; for the 
Captain, quite difpleafed, faid, " What 
fignifies afking them girls ? Do you think , 
they know their own minds yet? Afk 'em 
after any thing that's called diverfion, and 
you're fure they'll fay it's vaftly fine ;-they 
are a fet of parrots, and fpeak by rote, for 
they all fay the fame thing: but afk 'em 
how they like makinP, puddings and pies, 
and I'll warrant you 11 pofe 'em. As to 
them operas, I defire I may hear no more 
of their liking fuch nonfenfe; and for you, 
Moll," to his daughter, "I charge you, as 
you value my favour, that you'll never 
again be fo impertinent as to have a tafte of 
your own before my face. There are fools 
enough in the world, without your adding 
to their nun1ber. I'll have no daughter of 
mine affect them fort of megrin1s. It is a 
!hame theY: a'n't put down; and if I'd my 
will, there's not a magiftrate in this town, 
but ihould be knocked of the head for fuf
fering them. If you•ve a mind to praife 
-any thing, why you may praife a play, and 
welcome, for I like it myfelf.·~ 

This 



E V E L I N A. 191 

''"fhis_ reproof ·effeB:ually filenced ."us both 
for the reit of the evening. Nay, indeed, 
for fome minutes it feemed to filence every 
body die; till !v1r. Lovel, not willing to · 
lofe an opportunity of returning the Cap
tain's farcafm, faid, ''Why, really, Sir, it 
is but natural, to be moft pleafed with what 
is moft familiar, and, I think, of all our 
diverfions, there is not one fo much in 
common between us and the country, as a 
play. Not a village but has its barns and 
comedians; and as for the ftage-bufinefs, why 
it may be pretty equally done any where; 
and even in regard to us, and the canaille, 
confined as we all are vithin the femi-circle 
of a theatre, there is n< plG. ~e where the dif· 
tinCtion is lcfs ")bvious.' 

-While the Captain feemed confidering for 
M·. Lovel's meaning, Lord Orvitle, pro
b:1bly with a view to prevent his finding it, 
changed the fubjett to Cox's Mufeum, and 
aiked what he thought of it? 

" 'rh,nk !-" faid he, "why I think as 
how it i'n't wor..t thinking about. I like 
no fuch jem cracks. It is only flt, in my 
mind, for monkeys,-though, for aught I 
know, they too might turn up their nofes 
at it." 

'' May we aik your Lordfhip•s own opi-
nion?" faid Mrs. Mirvan. 

~~ The 1nechanifm:• anfwered he, " is 
wonderfully 
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wonderfully ingenious : "I am forry It 1s 
turned to no better account; _ but its purport 
is fo frivolous, fo very remote from all aim 
at inftruB:ion or utility, that the fight of fo 
fine a ihew, only leaves a regret on the 
mind, that fo much work, and fo much in
genuity, fhould not be better beftowed.'' 

" The truth is," faid the Captain, "that 
in all this huge town, fo full as it is of 
folks of all forts, there i'n't fo much as one 
public place, befides the play-houfe, where 
a man, that's to fay a man who is a man, 
ought not to be afl1amed to :!hew his face. 
T'other day, they got me to a ridotto; but 
I believe it will ~e long enough before they 
get me to another. I kne~ no more what 
to do with myfelf, than if my ihip's com
pany had been nwtan1orphofed into French
men_. · 1"hen, again, there's your famous 
Ranelagh, that you make fuch a fufs about, 
-why what a dull place is that !-it's the 
worft of all." 

" Ranelagh dull!"-" Ranelagh dull !" 
was echoed from mouth to mouth, and all 
the ladies, as if of one accord, regarded the 
Captain with looks of the moft ironical con
tempt. 

'' As to Ranelagh," faid Mr. LoveJ, 
" moft indubitably, though the price is 
plebeian, it is by no means adapted to the 
plebeian tafte. It requires a certain acquaint- • 

a~1ce 
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ance with high life, and-and-and fame
thing of-of-fomething d'un vrai gout, to 
be really fenfible of its merit. Thofe whofe 
..:_whofe connections, and fo forth, are not 
among le gens comme il faut, can feel nothing 
but ennui at fuch a place as Ranelagh. 

" Ranelagh !" cried Lord --, '' 0, 
'tis the divineft place under heaven,-or, 
indeed,-for aught I know ----" 

"' G you creature !" cried a pretty, but 
affected young _lady, patting him with her 
fan, " you fha'n't talk fo; I know what 
you are going to fay; but, pofitively, I 
won't fit by you, if you're fo wicked.'' 

'' And how can one fit by you, and be 
good?" faid he, " when o:Jy to look at 
you is enough to make one wicked-or 
wifh to be 'fo r'' 

" fie, my Lord !" retur~ed ihe, " you 
are really infufterable. I don't think I 1hall 
fpeak to you again thefe feven years." 

" vVhat a metamorphofis," cried Lord 
·orv:ille, " ihould you make a patriarch of 
his Lordfhip !'' 

" Seven y "ars ! ,, fa id he : " dear Madam? 
be contented with telling me you will not 
fpeak to me after [even years, and I will 
endeavour to fubmit.'' 

" 0, very well, my Lord," anfwered 
!he, " pray date the end of our fpeaking 

VoL. I. K to 



194 E V E L I N A. 
to each other as early as you pleafe, I'll 
promife to agree to your time.'' 

'' You know, dear Madam," fa id he, 
f1pping his tea, " you know I only live in 
your fight." 

" 0 yes, n1y Lord, I have long known 
that. But I begin to fear we {hall be too 
late for Ranelagh this evening." 

" 0 no, Madam," faid Mr. Lovel, look-
ing at his watch, " it is but juft paft ten." 

'' No more 1" cried fhe, '' 0 then we 
:{hall do very well." 

All the ladies then ftarted up, and de-
clared they had no time to lofe. 

" Why wh1.t the D-1," cried the Cap-
_tain, (leaning forward with both his arms 
on the table,) are you going to Ranelagh 
at this time of night ?" 

The ladies looked at one another, and 

fmiled. 
" To Ranelagh ? " cried Lord --, 

" Yes, and I hope you are going too; for 
we cannot poffibly excufe thefe ladies." 

" I go to Ranelagh ?-if I do, I'll be 
' , --Every body now ftood up, and the 
ftranger Lord, coming round to n1e, faid, 
•4 ' You o-o I hope ?'' 
· " No,' my Lord, I believe not." 

" 0 you cannot, muft not be fo barba-
rous.': And he took my hand, and ran on 

fa:ying 
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t ying fuch fine fpeeches and compliments, 
that I might almoft have fuppofed myfelf a 
goddefs, and him a pagan, paymg me ado
ration. As foon as I poffibly could, I drew 
back my hand; but he frequently, in the 
courfe of converfation, contrived to take it 
again, though it was extremely difagreeable 
to me ; and the n1ore fo, as I faw that Lord 
Orville had his eyes fixed upon us, with a 
gravity of attention that rnade me uneafy. 

And, furely, my dear Sir, it was a great 
liberty in this Lord, notwithftanding his 
rank, to treat me fo freely. As to Sir 
Clement, he feemed in mifery. 

They all endeavoured to prevail with the 
Captain to join the Ranelagh party ; and 
this Lord told me, in a low voice, that it 
1tJtlS tearing his beart out to go without me. 

During this eonverfation, Mr. Lovel 
·came forward, and affuming a look of fur
priie, made me a bow, and enquired how 
I did, protefl:ing, upon his honour, that he 
.had not feen me before, or would iooner 
have paid his refpeB:s to me. 

'fhough his politenefs was evidently con
ftrained, yet I was very glad to be thus af
fured of having nothing more to fear fronl 
him. 

'I'he Captain, far from liftening to their 
perfudions of accompanying thetn to Ra
nelagh, was quite in a paffion at -the pro-

K 2 pofal, 



tg6 .E V E L I N A. 

pofal, and vowed he would fooner go to 
the Black-hole in Calcutta. 

" But," faid Lord--, " if the ladies 
will take their tea at Ranelagh, you may 
.depend upon our feeing them fafe home, for 
we fhall all be proud of the honour of at-
tending them." 

"May be fo," faid the Captain ; " but I'll 
tell you what, if one of thefe places be n't 
enough for them to-night, why to-n1orrow 
they !hall go to ne'er a one." 

We infi:antly declared ourfelves very rea-:-
dy to go home. 

" It is not for yourfelves that we peti-
t:ion," faid Lord -, " but for us; if 
you have any charity, you will not be fo 
cruel as to deny us; we only beg you to 
prolong our happinefs for a few minutes,
the favour is but a fmall one for you to 
grant, though fo great a one for us to re-
ceive." 

" To tell you a piece of my mind," fa id 
the Captain, furlily, " I think you might 
as well not give the girls fo much of this 
palaver: they'll take it all for gofpel. As 
to Moll, why ihe's well enough, but no
thing extraordinary, though, perhaps, you 
may perfuade her that her pug-nofe is all 
the fafhion: and as to the other, why ihe's 
good white and red.~ to be fure; but what 

of 
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o that ?-I'll warrant Ihe'll moulder away 
as faft as her neighbours." 

"' Is there," cried Lord-, " another 
man in this place, who, feeing fuch objeCts, 
could make fuch a fpeech ?" 

" As to that there," returned the Cap
tain, " I don't know whether there be c' · 
no, and, . to make free, I don't care; for I 
fha'n't go for to model n1yfelf by any of 
thefe fair--weather chaps, who dare not fo 
much as fay their fouls are their own,
and, for aught I know, no more they ben't. 
I'm altnoft as much aihamed of my, coun
trymen, as if I was a Frenchman, and I 
believe in my heart there i'n't a pin to chufe 
between them; and, before long, we iliall 
hear the very failors talking that lingo, and 
fee never a fwabber without a bag and a 
fwotd." · 

" He, he, he! -well, 'pon honour," 
cried Mr. Lovel, " you gentlemen of the 
ocean have a moft fevere way of judging." 

" Severe! 'fore George, that is . impof
fible; for, to cut the matter Ihort, the men, 
as they call themfelves, are no better than 
n10nkeys ; and as to the women, why they 
are mere dolls. So, now you've got my 
opinion of this fubjett; and fo r wiih you 
good night." 

1'he ladies, who were very impatient to 
be gone, 1nade their courtfies, and tripped 

K 3 away, 
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away, followed by all the gentlemen of thei. 
party, except the Lord I have before men .. 
tioned, and Lord Orville.,. who frayed to 
make enquiries of Mrs. Mirvan concerning 
our leaving town ; and then faying, with 
his ufual politenefs, fomethicg civil to each 
of us, with a very grave air, he quitted uso 

Lord -- remained fome minutes long
er, which he fpent in making a profufion of 
compliments to me, by which he prevented 
my hearing diftinctly what Lord Orville 
faid, to my great vexation, efpecially as he 
looked-! thought fo, at leaft,-as if dif
pleafed at his particularity of behaviour to 
me. 

In going to an outward room, to wait 
for the carriage, I walked, and could not 
poffibly avoid it, between this nobleman 
and Sir Clement Willoughby; and, when 
the fervant faid the coach ftopped the way, 
though the latter offered me his hand, which 
I fhould. much have preferred, this fame 
Lord, without any ceremony, took mine 
himfelf; and Sir Clement, with a look e:x:
treme1y provoked, conducted Mrs. Mir.
van. 

In all ranks and all ftations of life, how 
i1:rano-ely do charaCters and manners differ I 
J."'ord Orvi!le, with a politenefs which knows 
no infermiffion, and makes no diftinB:ion, is 
.as una!fuming and mod eft, as if he had nevet" 

mixed 
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mixed with the great, and was totally igno
rant of every qualification he poffeifes; thi• 
other Lord, though laviih of compliments 
and fine fpeeches, feems to f!"le an entire 
£hanger to real good- breeding ; whoever 
ftrikes his fancy, engroffes his whole atten
tion. He is forward and bold, has an air of 
haughtinefs towards n1en, and a look of li 
bertinifm towards women, and his con
fcious quality feems to have given him ., 
freedom in his way of fpeaking to either 
fcx, that is very little fhort of rudenefs. 

When we returned home, we were all" 
low-fpirited; the evening's entertainment 
had difpleafed the Captain, and his difplea
fure, I believe, difconcerted us all. 

And here I thought to have concluded 
my letter; but, to my great furprife, juft 
now we had a vi fit from Lord Orville. He 
called, he faid, to pay his refpeCts to us 
be~o~e we left ~own, and n1ad~ ;nany: en~
qulnes :oncernmg Q':lr retu.rn ,;· and, when · 
Mrs. M1rvln to~d him we w~re going into 
the_ ~ou~try Without any v1ew of again 
q uittmg 1t, he expreifed his concern in fuch 
terms-fa polite, fo flattering, fo ferious-~ 
tha~ I could hardly forbear being forry my
fel~. Vvere I to go immediately to Berry 
Hill, I am f ure I fhould feel nothinO" but 
J?Y i-. qt, now we are joined by thisb Cap
tam, af)d by Madame Duval, I muft owq ~ 

l( + I expec r 
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I expecr very little pleafure at Howard 
Grove. 

Before Lord Orville went, Sir Clement 
Willoughby called. He was more grave 
than I had ever feen him, and made feveral 
attempts to fpeak to me in a l<?w voice, 
and to aifure me that his regret upon the 
occafion of our journey, was entirely upon 
my account. But I was not in fpirits, and 
could not bear to be teazed by him. H_pw
ever, he has fo well paid his court to Cap
tain Mirvan, that he gave him a very hearty 
invitation to the Grove. At tliis, he brigh· 
tened,...:.and, juft then, Lord 0rville took 
leave! 

No doubt but he was difgufted at this 
ill-timed, ill-bred partiality: for furely it 
was very wrong to make an invitation be
fore Lord Orville, in which he was not in
cluded ! . I was fo much chagrined, that, as 
foon as he went, I left the room; and I 
fhall not go down ftairs till Sir Clernent is 
gone. 

Lord Orville cannot but obferve his affi
duous endeavours to ingratiate himfelf into 
my favour; and does not this extravagant 
civility of Captain Mirvan, give him reafon 
to fuppofe, that it meets with our general 
approbation ? I cannot think upon this 
fubject, without inexpreffible uneafinefs ;
and yet, I can think of nothing elfe . 

.Adieu, 
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Adieu, my deareft Sir. Pray write to me 
immediately. How many long letters has 
this one fhort fortnight produced! More 
than I 111:1y, probably, ever write again: I 
f~ar I fhall have tired you with reading 
them ; but you will now have time to reft, 

. for I {hall find but little to fay in future. 
P ... nd now, moft honoured Sir, with an· 

the follies and imperfeCtions which I have 
thus faithfully recounted, can you, and 
with unabated kindnefs, fuffer me. to fign . 
n1yfelf 

Your dutiful, 
and moft affeCtionate 

EvELINA? 

L E ~r T E R XXIV. 

A1r. Villars to Evelina. 

Berry Hill, April zz. 
OW n1uch do I rejoice that I can a-

gain addrefs my letters to Howard 
Grove! f\1y Evelina would have grieved, 
had ihe known the anxiety of my mind, 
during her reildence in the great world. 
My apprehenfions have been. inexpreffibly 
.alarming; and your journal, at once excit
ing and relieving my fears, has almoft 

<. 5 wholly 
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wholly occupied me, fince the time of yotu· 
dating it from London. 

Sir Clement Willoughby muft be an art
ful, defigning man ; I am extreniely irrit~-
ted at his conduct. The paffion he pretends 
for you has neither fincerity nor honour; the 
n1anner and the opportunities he has chofen 
to declare it, are bordering upon infult. 

His unworthy behaviour after the opera, 
convinces me, that, had not vour vehemence 
frightened him, ~leen-.1\~n-ftreet would 
have been the laft place whither he would 
have ordered his chariot. 0 wy child, how 
thankful am I for your efcape ! I need not 
now, I am f~,re, enlarge upon your- indif
cretion and want of thought, in fo hafl:ily, 
trufting yourfelf with a man io little known·, 
to you, and whofe gaiety and flightinefs . 
ihould have put you on your g~tard. 

The nobleman you met at the Pantheon, . 
bold and fo·rward as you defcribe him to 
be,' gives me no apprehenfion ; a man who 
appears fa openly licentious, and who makes 
his attack with fo little regard to decorum, 
is one who, to a mind fuch as my Evtlina's, 
can ne~er be feen but with the difguft 
which his manners ought to excite. 

But Sir Clement, though he feeks occa~ 
lions to give real offence, contrives to avoid 
all appearance of intentional evil. He is 
far more dangerous, becaufe n1ore artful .; 

br1t 
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but I am happy to obferve, that he feems 
,to have n1ade no imprefiion upon your 
heart, and therefore a very little care and 
prudence may fecure you from thofe defigns 
which I fear he has formed. 

Lord Orv ille appears to be of a better 
order of beings. His fpirited conduct to 
the meanly impertinent Love], and his an
xiety for you after the opera, prove him to 
be a man of fenfe and of feeling. Doubtlefs 
he thought there was much reafon to trem
ble for your fafety, while expofed to the 
power of Sir Clement; and he acted with 
a regard to real honour, that will always 
incline me to think well of him, in io im
mediately acquainting the Mirvan family 
with your fituation. Many n1en of this 
age, from a fa! fe and pretended delicacy to 
a friend, would have quietly purfued their 
own affairs, and thought it more honour
able to leave an unfufpecting young crea
ture to the mercy of a libertine, than to 
rifk his difpleafure by taking meafures for 
her fecurity_. · 

Your evident concern at leaving Lon
don, is very natural; and yet it affiiCts me. 
1 ever dreaded your being too mt1ch pleafed 
with a life of diffipation, which youth and 
vivacity render but too alluring; and I al
moft regret the confent for your ~ourney, 
which I had not th~ refolution to withhold. 

K 6 Alas, 
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Alas, my child, the artleffnefs of your 
nature, , and the fimplicity of your educa
tion, alike unfit you for the thorny paths 
of the great and bufy world. The fuppofed
obfcurity of your birth and fituation, makes 
you liable to a thoufand difagreeable ad
ventures. Not only my views, but my 
hopes for your future life, have ever cen:.. 
tered in the country. Shall I own to you, 
hat, however I may differ from· Captain 

Mirvan in other refpeEts, yet my opinion 
of the town, its manners, inhabitants, and· 
diverfions, is much upon a level with his 
own ? Indeed it is the general harbour of' 
fraud and of folly, of duplicity and of im-

1 pertinence; and I wifh few things n1ore fer
rvently, than that you n1ay have taken a 
lafting leave of it. 

Remember, however, that I only fpeak 
in regard to a public and diffipated life; in 
private families, we may doubtlefs find as. 
much goodnefs, honefry, and virtue, in 
London as in the country. 

If contented with a retired ftation, I frill. 
llope I fhall live to fee my Evelina the 
ornament of her neighbourhood, and the 
pride and delight of her family : giving 
and receiving joy from fuch fociety as may 
beft deferve her affeCtion, and employi

1
ng 

herfelf in fuch ufeful and innocent occupa
tioJlS as may fec\.lre and merit the tendereft . 

love 
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love of her friends, and the worthieft fa
tisfacrion of her own heart. 

Such are my hopes, and fuch I1ave been . 
my expeCtations. Difappoint them not, tny 
beloved child, but chear me with a few lines, 
that may affure me, this one fhqrt fortnight 
fpent in town, has not undone the work of 
feventeen xears fpent in the country. 

AR THUR V:ILLAR s. 

LET T ER- XXV.-

Eruelina to tbe Rev. Mr. lZillars; 

Howard .Grove; April z;; 

0, my dear Sir, no; the work of feven· 
teen years remains fuch as it was, ever 

unworthy your time and yollr labour, but 
not more fo now,-at leaft I hope not,
than before that fortnight which has fo mt1ch 
alarmed you. 

And yet, I muft confefs, that I am not 
half fo happy here at prefent, as I was ere 
I went to town: but the change is in the 
place, not in me. Captain· Mirvan and . 
M~dame Duval have ruined H·oward Grove. 
The harmony that reigned here, is difturb
ed, our fchemes are broken, our way of 
life is altered, and Ollr comfort is deftroye'd. 

5 B\.lt 
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But do not fuppofe London to be the fource 
of thefe evils; for, had our excurfion been 
any where elfe, fo difagreeable an addition 
to our houihold, muft have caufed the fame 
change at our return. 

I was fure you would be difpleafed with 
Sir Clement Willoughby, and therefore I 
am by no means furprifed at what you fay 
of him: but for Lord Orville -I muft: 
own I had greatly feared, that my weak and 
imperfd:t account would not have procur
ed him the good opinion which he fo well 
deferves, and which I am delighted to find 
you ieem to have of him. 0 Sir, could J 
have done juftice to the merit of which I 
l:iclieve him E_oifeifed,-could I have painted · 
hitn tO')'OU fuch as he appeared to me,-then, 
indeed, you would have had fome idea· of 
the claim which he has to your approba~ 
tion! 

After the Iaft letter which I wrote in 
town, nothing more paired previous to 0\!lr· 
journey hither, except a very violent quar
rel between Captain Mirvan and Madame 
Duva1. As the Captain intended to travel 
on horfeback, he had iettled that we four 
females !hould make ufe of his coach., Ma
dame Duval did not come to ~Jeen-Ann
ftreet, till the carriage had waited · fome 
dme at . the door, and then, attended b¥ 

Monfieur 
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Monfieur Du Bois, !he made her appear
ance .. 

The Captain, impatient to be gone, would 
not fuffer them to enter the houfe, but in
fifted that we ihould immediately get into 
the coach. vr e obey,ed ; but were no foon~r 
feated, than Madame Duval faid, " Come, 
Monfieur Du Bois, thefe: g-irls can make 
very good room for you ; fitt clofer, chil
dren."· 

Mrs. l\1irvan looked quite confounded, . 
and M. Du Bois, after making fome apt3-lo
gies about crowding us, aCtually got into . 
the coach, on the fide with Mifs Mirvan 
and me. But no fooner was he feated, than 
the Captain, who had obferved this tranf
aB:ion very quietly, walked up to the Goadi
door, . faying, " What,. neither with your ~ 
l~ave, nor by your leave.?" 

M. Du Bois feemed rather £hocked, and 
began to make abundance of excufes ; bnt 
the Captain neither underftood n0r regarded 
him, and, . v.ery roughly, faid, " Look'ee~ . 
Monfieur, this h(:!re may be a French fa
fhion, for aught I know;- but Give and 
'fake is fair in all nations; and fo now, 
d'.ye fee, I'll make bold to !hew you an 
Englifh _one." 

And then, feizing his wrift, he made 
him jump out of the coach. 

M. Du Bois inftantly put his hand upon 
hi$ 
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his [word, and threatened to refent this in~ 
dignity. The Capta~n, holding up his ftick, 
bid him draw at his peril. Mrs. Mirvan, 
greatly alarmed, got out of the coach, and, 
il:anc!ing between them, entreated her huf
bancl to re-enter the houfe. 

" ·None of y_our clack!" cried he, an-
grily, " what the D-1, do you fuppofe I 
can't manage a Frenchman ?" 

Mean time, Madame Duval called out 
•o M. Du Bois, " Eh, laifez-le, mon ami, 
1JP le corriger pas ; c' eft un vilain bete qui ne 
vaut pas la peine." 

'' Monjieur · le Capitaine," cried M. Du 
Bois, "voulez-vous bien me demander pardon r' 

" 0 ho, you demand pardon ; do you ?" 
faid the Captain, " ·J thought as much; I 
thought you'd come to ;-fo you have loft 
your reliih for an Englifh falutation, have 
you ?" ftrutting · up to him with looks of 
defiance. 

A crowd was now gathering~ and Mrs. 
Mirvan again befought her hufoand to go 
into the houfe. 

" Why what a plague is the woman a-
fraid of?- did you ever know a French
man that could not take an. affront ?-I 
warrant Monfieur knows what he is abaut; 
-d~n't you, Monfleur ?" 

M. Du Bois, not underftanding him, only 
fa id, ''plait-if, Monjieur l'~ 

" No ... ' 
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'' No, nor dijh me, neither," anfwered 
he Captain; " but be that as it may, ·what 

fignifies our parleying here ? If you've any 
thing tO propofe, fpeak at once ; if not, 
why let us go on our journey without n1ore 
ado." 

"' Parbleu, je n'entends rien, moi !" cried 
M. Du Bois, fhruging his ihoulders, and 
looking very difmal. 

Mrs. Mirvan then advanced to him, and 
faid, in French, that fhe was fure the Cap
tain had not any intention to affront him, 
and begged he would defift from a difpute 
which could only be produCtive of mutual 
mifunderftanding, as neither of them knew 
the language of die other. 

This fenfible remonftrance had the defired 
effect, and M. Du Bois, making a bow to 
every one, except the Captain, very wifely 
gave up .the point, and took leave. 

We then hoped to proceed quietly on O'.Jr 

journey; but the turbulent Captain would 
not yet permit us : he approached Me-dame 
Duval with an exulting air, and faid, "Why 
how's this, Madam? what, has your cham
pion deferted you ? why I thought you 
told me that you old gentlewomen had 
it all your own way, among them French 
fparks r" 

'' As to that, Sir," anfwered fhe, " ifs. 
not of no confcquence what you thought;. 

for. 
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for a perfon who can behave in fuch a low 
way, may think what he pleafes for me, 
for I fna'n't mind." 

" \Vhy, then, 1\1ifirefs, fince you muft 
needs make (o free," cried he, " pleafe to 
tell me the r~afon why you took the liberty 
for to afk any of your followers into my 
.oach, without my leave ? Anfwer me to 
tl~t." 

"' \~hy then, pray, Sir," returned fbe, 
" tell me the reaion why you took the li
berty to treat the gentleman in fuch a im
polite way, as to take and pull him neck 
and heels out ? I'm fure he had n't done 
nothing to affront you, nor nobody elfe; 
and I don't know what great hurt he would 
have done you, by juft fitting frill in the 
coach; he would not have eat it." 

" What, do you think, then, that my 
horfes have nothing to do, but to carry 
about your fniveling Frenchmen? If you 
do, Madam, I mufl: make bold to tell you, 
you are out, for I'll fee 'em hanged firft." ' 

" More brute you, then ! for they've ne
ver carried nobody half fo good." 

" vVhy, look'ee, Madam, if you muft 
needs provoke me, I'll tell you a piece of 
my mind; you muft Jrnow, I can fee as far 
into a mill-ftone as another man ; and io 
if you thought for to fob me off with on~ 
of your fen irking French puppies fqr a f9n-_ 

· in~-law 
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· n-law, why you'll find yourfelf in a hobble, 
-that's alL" 

" Sir, you're a -- but I won't fay 
vhat ;-but, I protefl:, I had n't no fuch a 
thought, no more had n't Monfieur Du 
Bois." 

'' My dear," faid Mrs. Mirvan, " we 
1hall be very late." 

" vVell, well," an( wered he, " get away 
then ; off with you, as faft as you can, it's 
high time. As to Molly, fhe's fine lady e- · 
nough in all confcience; I want none of 
your French chaps to make her worfe." 

And fo faying, he mounted his horfe, and 
we drove off. And I could not but think 
with regret of the different feelings we ex
perienced upon leaving London, to what 
had belonged to our entering it 1 

During the journey, Madame Duval was 
fo very violent againft the Captain, that fhe 
obliged Mrs. Mirvan to tell her,. that, 
when in her prefence, fhe muft beg her to 
chufe fome other fubjec:t of difcourfe. 

\Ve had a mofl affctlionate reception 
from Lady Howard,_ ,vhofe kindnefs and 
hofpitality cannot fail of making every body 
happy, who is difpofed fo to be. 

Adieu, my dearcfl: Sir. 1 hope, though 
I have hitherto I1l~glected to n1ention it, that 
you have always remembered me to whoever 
h.as made any enquiry concerning tne . . 

LE1'TER· 
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L E T T E R XX.VL 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Fillars .. 

Howard Grove, April 27. 

MY dear Sir, I now write in the great-
eft uneafinefs J Madame Duval has 

n1ade a propofal which terrifies me to death, 
~nd which was as l.lnexpected, as it is fhock
lng. 

She had been employed for fome hours 
this afternoon in reading letters from Lon
don, and, juft about tea-time, fue fent for 
n1c into her room, and faiel, with a look of' 
great fatisfaB:ion, " Come here, child, I've 
got fome very good news to tell you: fame
thing that will furprife you, I'll give you 
my word, for you ha'n't no. notion of it." 

I begged her to explain herfelf; and 
then, in terms which. I cannot repeat, !he 
faid fue had been confidering·what a fhame · 
it was, to fee me fuch a poor country, 
fhame-faced thing,. when I ought to be a 
fine lady; and that ihe had long, and upon 
feveral occafions, blufhed for n1e, though 
fhe muft own the fault· was none of mine: 
for nothing better could be e~pecced from 
a girl who had been [o immured. Howe
v.er,. !he affured n1e ihe had, at length, hit 

tlP.on : 
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upon a plan, which would make quite an
other creature of me. 

I waited, without much impatience, to 
hear what this preface led to; but I was 
ioon awakened to n1ore lively fenfations, 
when fue acquainted me, that her intention 
was to prove my birthright, and to claim~ 
by law, the inheritance of n1y real family! 

It would be impoffible for me to exprefs 
my extreme confternation, when fhe thus 
unfolded her fcheme. My furprife and ter
ror were equally great. I could fay no
thing; I heard her with a filence which I 
had not the power to break. 

She then expatiated very warmly upon 
the advantages I fuould reap from her plan; 
talked in a high.fty le of my future grandeur; 
affured me how heartily I iliould defpife al
nloft every body and every thing I had hi
·therto feen ; prediCted my marrying into 
Some .family of the firfl: rank in the king
dotn; and, finally, faid I fhotld fpend a 
few months in Paris, where my education 
and manners might receive their lail: polifh. · 

She enlarged a,lfo upon the delight fhe 
iliould have, in common with myfelf, from 
mortifying the pride of certain people, 
and £hewing them, that ihe was not to be 
fiighted with impunity. 

In the midft of this difcourfe, I was re
lieved by a fummons to tea. 1\tladame Du

-val 
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val was in great fpirits ; but tny en1otion 
was too painful for concealment, and every 

- body enquired into the caufe. I would fain 
·have waved the fubjecr, but Madame Duval 
was determined to make it public. She 

· told them, that ihe had it in her head to 
make fomething of me, and that they fhould 
foon call me by another name than that of 
Anville, and yet that fhe was not going to 
·have the child married, neither .. 

I .could .not endure ·tO hear her proceed, 
and was going to leave the room ; which, 
when Lady Howard perceived, fhe begged 
Madam.e Duval v.,rould defer her intelligence 
to fome other opportunity; but ihe was fo 
.eager to communicate her fcheme, .that ihe 
could bear no delay, and therefore they fuf
fered me to go, without oppofition. ln
de.ed, whenever my fituation or affairs are 
mentioned by Madame Duval, ihe fpeaks of 
then1 with fuch bluntnefs and f erity, that 
I cannot be enjoined a taik more cruel than 
to hear her. 

I was afterwards acquainted with fome 
particulars of the conver(ation by M ifs Mir
van, who told n1e that 1\1adame Duval in
formed them of her plan with the utmoft 
-complacency, and feemed to think hedelf 
very fortunate in having fuggefted it; but 
foon after, fue accidentally betrayed, that 
·fhe had been inftigated to the fcheme by 

her 
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l1er relations the Branghtons, w hofe letters, 
which ihe received to-day, firfr mentioned the 
propofal. She declared that fhe would have 
nothing to do with any 1·ou;:d-about wa)'S, 

but go openly and in(l:antly to law, in on.t~r 
to prove my birth, real name, and title to 
the eftate of my anceftors. 

How impertinent and officious, in ~hefe 
Branghtons, to interfere thu~ in my con .. 
cerns ! You can hardly imagine what a 

r difturbance this plan has made in the fa
tnily. The Captain, without enquiring into 
any particulars of the affai~, has perempto
rily declared himfelf againft it, merely be
caufe it has been propofed by Madame 
Duval, and they have battled the point 
together with great violence. l\1rs. Mir
van fays ihe will not even think, till fhe 
.hears your opinion. ,Bur Lady 1-Ioward. 
to my grev::~furprife, openly avows. her ap
probation of MacLm1e Duval's intention: 
hcnvever, fhe will write her rcarons and fen-
.timents ppon the fubjeB: to you hedelf. 

As to l\1ifs Mirvan, £he is my fecond felf, 
and neither hopes nor fears but as I do. 
And as to me,-I know not what to fay, 

1nor even what to wifh; I have often thought 
tny fate peculiarly cruel, _to have but one 
parent, and fron1 that one to be baniihed 
fpr ever ;-r-while, on the other fid~, I have 
but too well known and felt the propriety 

.of 
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of the feparation. And yet, you may much 
.better imagine than I can exprefs, the in
ternal anguifh which fometimes oppre1fes 
my heart, when I reflect upon the ftrange 
'r.differency, that muft occafion a fathel" 
never to make the leaft enquiry after the 
.health, the welfare, or -even the life of his 
child ! 

0 Sir, to me, the lofs is nothing !-great
ly, fweetly, and mofl: benevolently have 
you guarded me from feeling ·it ;-but for 
'him, I grieve indeed !-I muft be divefted~ 
not merely of all filial piety, but of all hu
manity, could I .ever think upon this fub
jeCl:, and not be wounded to the fotll. 

Again I muft repeat, I know not what 
to ~·ifh: th ink for me, ther.efore, my deareft 
Sir, and fuffer my doubting mind, that 
knows not which way to direCl: its hopes, 
to be guided ~y your -wifdom and unerring 
counfcl. 

LE~TER 
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L E T T E R XXVII. 

Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. 17il!ars.' 

Howard Grove. 
Dear Sir, 

I Cannot give a greater proof of the high 
opinion I have of your candour, than 

by the liberty I am now going to take, of 
prefuming to offer you ad vice, upon a fub
ject concerning which you_ have fo juft a 
claim to act for yourfelf: but I know you 
have too unaffected a love of juftice, to be 
partially tenacious of your own judgment. 

Madame Duval has been propofing a 
fcheme which has put us all in commotion, 
and againft which, at firft, in c01nmon with 
the reft of my · fatnily, I exclaimed; but 
upon more mature coniideration, I own my 
objections have almoft wholly vanifhed. 

This fcheme is no other than to com.:' 
mence a law-fuit with s:r John Belmont, 
to prove the validity of his 1narriage with 
Mifs Evelyn ; the necefiary confequence of 
which proof, will be fecuring his fortune 
and eftate to his daughter. 

And why, my dear Sir, fhoulJ not this 
be ? I know that, upon firft hearing, tlais 
plan conveys ideas that tnuft lhock you ; 
but I know) too, that yovr mind is fupe ... 

VoL. L L rior 
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rior to being governed by prejudices, or to 
oppofing any in1portant caufe on account of 
a few difagreeable attendant circumft:ances. 

Your lovely charge, now firft entering 
into life, has merit which ought not to be 
buried in obfcurity. She feems born for 
an ornament to the world. Nature has 
been bountiful to her of whatever ihe had 
to beftow ; and the peculiar attention you 
have given to her education, has formed 
her mind to a degree of excellence, that, in 
one fo young, I have fcarce ever feen equal
led. Fortune, alone, has hitherto been fpar
ing of her gifts ; and fhe, too, now open~ 
the way which leads to all that is left to wifh 
for her. 

What your reafons may have been, my 
good Sir, for fo carefully concealing the 
birth, name, and pretenfions of this amiable 
girl, and forbearing to make any claim 
upon Sir John Belmont, ·I am totally a 
ftranger to ; but, without knowing, I re
fpeCt them, fr01n the high opinion I have 
of your character and judgment: but I 
hope they are not infu perable; for I cannot 
but think, that it was never defigned, for 
one who feems n1eant to grace the world, to 
have her life devoted to retirement. 

Surely Sir John Belmont, wretch as he 
has fhewn himfelf, could never fee his ac
c"mplifhed daughter, and not be proud to 

own 
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own her, and eager to fecure her the inhe
ritance of his fortune. The admiration 
!he met with in town, though merely the 
effect of her external attraCtions, was fuch, 
that Mrs. Mirvan affures me, fhe would 
have had the moft fplendid offers, had there 
not feemed to be fame myftery in regard 
to her birth, which, fhe was well informed"" 
was affiduouOy,.though vainly, endeavoured 
to be difcovered. 

Can i.t be right, n1y dear Sir, that this 
promifing young creature ihould be de
prived of the fortune, and rank of life, to 
which i11e is lawfully entitle~, and which 
,'Oll have prepared her to fupport and to 
ufe fo nobly ? To defpife riches, may, in--
deed, be philofophic, but to difpenfe them 
worthily, muft furely be n1ore beneficial to 
mankind. · 

Perhaps a few years, or, indeed, a muci 
!horter time, may make this fcheme imprac
ticable-: Sir John, though yet young, leads 
a life too diffipated for long duration; and, 
when too late, we may regret that fame
thing was not fooner done ; for it will be 
next to impoffible, after he is gone, to fet
tle or prove any thing with his heirs and 
~xecutors. 

Pardon the earneftnefs with which I write 
my fenfe of this affair ; but your charming 
w.rd has made me fo warn1ly her friend, 

L 2 that 
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that I cannot be indifferent upon a fubjecc 
of fuch importance to her future life. 

Adieu, my dear Sir ;-fend me fpeedily 
an anfwer to this remonftrance, and believe 
me to be, &c. 

M.HowARD. 

L E T T E R XXVIII. 

Mr. Villars to Lady Howard. 

Berry Hill, May 2. 

Y 0 U R letter, Mc:dam, has opened a 
fource of anxiety to which I look 

forward with dread~ and which to fee clofed, 
I fcarcely dare expect. I am unwilling to 
oppofe my opinion to that of your Lady
ihip, nor, indeed, can I, but by arguments 
which, I believe, will rather rank n1e as a 
hermit, ignorant of the world, and fit only 
for my cell, than as a proper guardian, in 
an age fuch as this, for an accomplifhed 
youno- woman. Yet, thus called upon, it 
beho~es me to explain, and endeavour to 
vindicate, the reafons by which I have been 
hitherto guided. 

'rhe mother of this dear child,-who was 
led to deftruCtion by her own imprudence, 
the hardnefs of heart of Madame Duva\~ 

and 
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and the villainy of Sir John Belmont,-as 
once, what her daughter is now, the beft 
beloved of my heart; and her memory, fo 
long as my own holds, I fhalllove, mourn, 
and honour ! On the fatal day that h r 
gentle foul left its manfion, and not many 
houn ere !he ceafed to breathe, I folemnly 
plighted my faith, :that her child, if it lived, 
jhould know no father, but myfelf, or her ac-
knowledged hujband." 

You cannot, Madam, fuppofe that I 
found much difficulty in adhering to this 
promife, and forbearing to make any c/ain1 
upon Sir John Belmont. Could I fetl an 
affeCtion the moft paternal for this poe:r 
fufferer, and not abominate her deftroyer ? 
Could I wifi1 to deliver to hiM, who h, d fo 
bafely betrayed the mother, the helplefs 2nd 
innocent offspring, who, born in fo nJucJ\ 
forrow, feemed entitled to all th~ compa
fionate tcndernefs of pity ? 

For many years, the name a1one of that 
man, accidentally fpoken in my hearing, 
ctlmoil divefted n1e of my chriftianiry, and 
fcarce could I forbear to execrate him. 
Yet I fought not, neither did I defire, to 
deprive hin1 of his child, had he, with 
any appearance of contrition, or, indeed, 
of humanity, endeavoured to becmne lefs 
'\Jnworthy fuch a bleffing ;-but he is a 
il:ranger to all parental feelings, and has, 

L 3 wi\:h 
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with a favage infenfibility, forborne to en
quire even into the exiftence of this fweet 
orphan, though the fituation of his injured 
wife was but too well known to him. 

You wi!h to be acquainted with my in
tentions.-! muft acknowledge, they were 
fuch as I now perceiye ·would not be ho
noured with your Ladyfhip's approbation: 
for though I have fometimes thought of 
prefenting Evelina to her father, and de
nlanding the juftice which is her due, yet, 
at other times, I have both difdained and 
feared the application ; difdained, left it 
fhould be refufed, and feared, left it fhould 
be accepted ! 

Lady Belmont, who was firmly perfuaded 
of her approaching diffolution, frequently 
and earneftly befought me, that if her in
fant was a female, I would not abandon 
her to the direction of a man fo wholly un
fit to take the charge of her education; but, 
!hould fhe be importunately demanded, that 
1 would retire with her abroad, and care
fully conceal her from Sir John, till fome 
apparent change in his fentiments and con
dud: !hould announce hirn lefs improper 
for fuch a truft. And often would fhe fay, 
" Should the poor babe have any feelings 
correfpondent \ !ith its inother's, it will have 
no want, while under your proteCtion." 
.l\las! fhe had no iooner qujttect it herfelf~ 

than 
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than fl1e was plunged into a gulph of r 1i ery, 
that f\vallowed up her peace, reputation 
and life. 

During the childhood of E velina, I fug• 
ISefted a thoufand plans for the fecurity of 
h~r birth-right ;-but I as oftentimes re
jetted them. I was in a perpetual conflict, 
between the defire that ihe !hould have 
juftice done her, and the apprehenfion that, 
while I in1proved her fortune, I fhould en
danger her mind. However, as her cha
raCter l;>egan to be formed, and her difpo
fition to be difplayed, my perplexity abated· 
the road before me feemed lefs thorny and 
intricate, and I thought I could perceive 
the right path from tne wrong: for, when I · 
obfel:ved the artlefs opennefs, the ingenuous 
fimplicity of her nature; when I iaw hat 
her guilelefs and innocent foul fancied all 
the world to be pure and difinterefted as her
fdf, and that her heart was open to every 
impreffion with which love, pity, or art 
tnight affail it ;-then did I flatter myiclf: 
that to follow my own inclination, and to 
fecure her welfare, was the fame thing ; 
fince, to expofe her to the inares and dan
gers inevitably encircling a houfe of which 
the mafter is diffipated and unprincipled, 
without the guidance of a n1other, or any 
prudent and fenuble female, feemed to me 
no lcfs than fuffering her to ftumble i~to 

L 4 fome 
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fome dreadful pit, when the fun was in i~s 
meridian. My plan, therefore, was not 
merely to educate and to cherifh her as my 
own, but to adopt her the heirefs of my 
fmall fortune, and to be.ftow her upon fome 
worthy n1an, with who1n fhe might fpend 
her days in tranquillity, chearfulnefs, and 
good-humour, untainted by vice, folly, or 
ambition. 

So much for the time paft. Such have 
been the motives by which I have been go
verned ; and I hope they will be allowed 
not merely to account for, but alfo to juftify, 
the conduct which has refuhed from thellil. 
It now remains to fpeak of the time to 
come. 

And here, indeed, I am fenfible of dif
ficulties which I almofi: defpair of fur
n1ounting according to my wiihes. · I pay 
the higheft deference to your Ladyfhip's 
opinion, which it is extreme! y painful to 
n1e not to concur with ; yet, I am fo well 
acquainted with your goodnefs, that I pre-

- fume to hope it would not be abfolutely 
impo.Hible for me to offer fuch arguments 
as might lead you to think with me, that 
this young creature's chance of happineis 
feems lefs doubtful in retirement, than it 
would be in the gay and dimpated world : 
but why ihould I perplex your Ladyihip 
w;th reafoning that can turn to fo little ac-

count? 
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count·? for, alas ! what arguments, what 
perfuafions can I make ufe of, with any 
profpeft of fuccefs, to fuch a woman as 
Madame Duval ? Her charaCter, and. the 
violence of her difpofit ion, intimidate me 1 
from making the attempt : fhe is too igno
rant for infl:ruB:ion, too obftinate for en
treaty, and too weak for reafon. 

I will not, therefore, enter into a conteft 
frorn which I have nothing to expeCt but 
altercation and impertinence. As foon 
would I difcufs the effeCt of found with 
the deaf, or the nature of colot1rs with the 
olind, as aim at illuminating with convic
tion a mind fo warped by prejudice, fc) 
n1uch the flave of unruly and illiberal paf
fions. U nu fed as fl1e is to controul, per .. 
fuafion would but harden, and oppofition 
ihcenfe her. I yield, therefore, to the ne
cefi1ty which compels my reluftant acquief
cence, and ihall now turn all my thought s 
upon confidering of fuch n1ethods for che 
conducting this enterprize, as may be mofl: 
conducive to the happinefs of my child, 
and leaft liable to wound her fenfibility. 

The law-fuit, therefore, I wholly and 
abfolutely difapprove. 

Will you, my dear Madam, forgive d.e . 
freedorn of an old man, if I own myfelf· 
greatly furprifed, that you could, even 
ior a ~oment, liften to a plan fo violent, 

L 5 fo 
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fo public, fo totally repugnant to all female 
delicacy ? I am fatisfi~d your Ladyrnip has 
not weighed this projeCt. Tliere ~was a 
time, indeed, when, to aiTert the innocence 
of Lady Belmont, and to blazon to the 
world the wrongs, not guilt, by which fhe 
fuffered, I propoied, nay attempted, a fimi
lar plan : but then, all afiiftance and encou-
ragement was denied. I-Iow cruel to the 
remembrance I bear of her woes, is this 
tardy refentment of Madame Duval ! She 
was deaf to the voice of Nature, though 
fi1e has hearkened to that of Ambition. 

Never can I confent to have this dear 
and timid girl brought forward to the no
tice of the world by fuch a" method ; a 
method, which will fubject her to all the 
impertinence of curiofiry, the fneers of con
jecture, ~nd the ftings 0f ridicule. And 
for what ?-the attainment of wealth,. which 
fue does not want, and the gratification of 
vanity, which fhe does not feeL-A child to 
appear againfi: a father !-ilo, Madam, old 
'nd infirm as I am, I would even yet fooner 
convey her myfelf to fome remote part pf 
the world, t:hough I were fure of dying in 
the expedition. 
, Far different liad been the motives which 

wou1d have ftimulated her unhappy mother 
to fuch a proceeding; all her felicity in this 
world was irretrievably loft; her life was 

become 
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become a burthen to her, and her fair 
fame, which ihe had early been taught to 
prize above all other things, had received 
a mortal wound : therefore, to clear her 
own honour, and to fecure fron1 blemiih 
the birth of her child, was all the good 
which Fortune had referved herfelf the 
power of beftowing. But even this laft 
confolation was with-held fron1 her ! 

Let milder meafures be adopted ; and
fince it mufr be fo,-let application be 
made to Sir John Belmont ; but as to a 
law-f uit, I hope, upon this fubjeCt, never 
n1ore to hear it mentioned. 

With Madame Duval, all pleas of de
licacy would b~ ineffectual ; her fchen1e 
muft be oppofed by arguments better fuited 
to her underftanding. I will not, therefore, 
talk of its impropriety, but endeavour to 
prove its inutility. Have the goodnefs, 
then, to tell her, that her own intentions 
would be fruftrated by her plan, fince, 
fl1ould the law-fuit be commenced, and 
even fhould the caufc be gained, Sir John 
Bf;lmont would ftill have it in his power, 
and, if irritated, no doubt in his inclina
tion, to cut off her grand-daughter with a 
!billing. 

She cannot do better, herfelf, than to 
remain quiet and inaCtive in the aff:1ir: the 
long and mutual animofity between h~r and 

l Sir 
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Sir John', will make her interference merely 
produCtive of debates and ill-will. Neither 
would I have Evelina appear till fum
n1oned. And as to myfelf, I muft wholly 
decline afting, though I will, with unwea .. 
ried zeal, devote all my thoughts to giving 
counfel : but, in truth, I. have neither in
clination nor fpirits adequate to engaging 
perfonally with this n1an. 

My opinion 'is, that he would pay more 
refpeCt to a letter from your Lady.fhip 
upon this fubjeet, than from any other per
fan. I therefore advife and hope, that you 
will yourfelf take the trouble of writing to 
him, in order to open the affair. When 
he fhall be inclined tO"' fee Evelina, I have 
for him a - pofihumous letter, whi~h his 
1nuch-inj ured lady left to be prefented to 
him, if ever ill eh a n1eeting fhoul :l take 
place. 

1'he views of the Branghtons, in fug
gefting this fchetne,. are obvioufly interefl
ed ; they hope, by fecuring to Evdina the 
fortune of her father, to induce Madame 
Duval to fettle her own upon themfelves. 
In this, however, they would probably be 
mi1taken, for little minds have ever a pro
penfity to J:>eftow their wealth upon thofe 
who are already in affiuence, ancl, there
fore, the lefs her gr~nd-child requires her 
affiftance, the 1nore gladly lhe wilr give it. 

6 I have 
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I have but one thing more to add, from 
which, however, I can by no n1eans re
cede: my word fo folemnly given to Lady 
Beln1ont, that her child .fhould never be 
owned but with herfelf, tnuft be inviolably 
adhered to. 

I am, aear Madam, with great refpeet, 

Your Ladyfhip's tnoft obedient fervant, 

- :t\.RTHUR V ILLARS, 

L E · T T ER XXIX. 

Berry Hill, May 1, 

0 W fincerely do I fy:mpathife in the 
uneafinefs and concern which my be

loved Evelina has fo n1uch reafon to feel! 
The cruel fcheme in agitation is equally 
repugnant to my j t1dgment and my incli
nation,-yet to oppofe it, feems impracti-· 
cable. To follow the dictates of rny own 
heart, I fhould infrantly recall you to my
felf, and never tnore confent to your being 
feparated from me; but the manners and 
,pinion of the world demand a different 

conduCt. _ Hope, however, for the beft, and 
be 
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be fatisfied you :fhall meet with no indig
nity; if you are not received into your own 
family as you ought to be, and with the 
diftinEtion that is your due, you ihdl leave 
it for ever; and, once again reftored to my 
proteCtion, fecure your own tranquillity, 
and make, as you have hitherto done, all 
the happinefs of my life t 

LETTER XXX. 

Ev~fi11£l tf! the Rev. Mr. Villars. 

Howar~ Crove, May'· 

T HE die is thrown, and I attend the 
event in trembling ! Lady Howard 

l as written to Paris, and fent Her letter to 
town, to be forwarded in the ambaffador's 
packet, and in lefs than a fortnight, there
fore, fhe expeCts an anfwer. 0 Sir, with 
what anxious impatience fhall I wait its ar
rival ! upon it feems to depend the fate of 
my future life. My folicitude is fo great, 
and my fufpence fo painful, that I cannot 
reft a moment in peace, or turn my thoughts 
into any other channel. 

Deeply interefted as I now am in the 
event, moft fincerely do I regret that the 

plan, 
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plan was ever propofed : methinks it can~'t 
end to my fatisfattion ; for either I n1uft be 
torn from the arms of my more than father, 
~or I muft have the mifery of being finally 
convinced, that I am cruelly rejeCted by 
him who has the natural claim to that dear 
title; a title, which to write, mention, or 
think of, fills my whole ioul with filial ten
dernefs. 

1'he ful~ieCl: is difcuffed here eternally. 
Captain Mirvan and Madame Duval, as 
ufual, ~uarrel whenever it is ftarted : but 
I am fo wholly engroffed by my own· re
flections, that I cannot even liften to them. 
My imagination changes the fcene perpetu
ally : at one moment, I am embraced by a 
kind and relenting parent, who takes n1e 
to that heart from which I have hitherto 
been baniil1ed, and fupplicates, through 
me, peace and forgivenefs from the afhes 
f tny mother !-.it another, he regards 

1ne with detefl:ation, confiders tne as the 
living image of an injured faint, and repulfes 
n1e with hortor !-But I will not afflict yon 
with the n1clancholy phantafms of my brain. 
1 will endeavour to compofe my mind to 
a n1ore tranquil ftate,- and forbear to write 
again, till I have, in fome meafure, fuc
ceeded. 

May Heaven blefs you, n1y deareft Sir f 
and 
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and long, long may it continue you on 
earth, to blefs 

Your grateful 
EvELINA! 

L E T T E R XXXI. 

Lady Howard to Sir John Belmont, }jart. 

Howard-Grove, May S• 
· Sir ' . 

Y 0 U will, dou btlefs, be furprifed at 
receiving a letter from one who had 

for fo !1\ort a period the honour of your 
acquaintance, and that at fo great a diftance 
of time; but the motive which has induced 
me to take this liberty, is of fo delicate a 
nature, that were I to commence making 
apologies for my officioufnefs, I fear my 
letter would be too long for your pa
tience. 

You have, probably, already conjeCtured 
the 'fubjeCt upon which I mean to treat. 
My regard for Mr. Evelyn and his amiable 
daughter; was well known to you : nor can 
I ever ceafe to be interefred in whatever be· 
longs to their memory or family. · 

1 muft own myfelf fon1ewhat diftreifed in 
what 
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what manner to introduce the purport of 
n1y writing ; yet, as I think that, in affairs 
of this kind, franknefs. is the firft requifite 
to a good underftanding between the parties 
concerned, I will neither torn1ent you nor 
myfelf with punctilious ceremonies, but 
proceed inftt;rntly and openly to the bufi
nefs which occafions my giving you this 
trouble. 

I prefume, Sir, it would be fuperfluous 
to tell you, that your child refides frill in 
Dorfedhire, and is frill under the protection 
of the Reverend Mr.Villars, in whofe houfe 
fhe was born : for, though no enquiries 
concerning her have reached his ears, or 
mine, I can never fuppofe it poffible you 
have forborne to make them. It only re
mains, therefore, to tell you, that your 
daughter is now grown up ; that fbe has 
been educated with the utmoft care, and 
the utmoft fuccefs ; and that fhe is now a 
tnoft deferving, accompliihed, and an1iable 
young woman. 

\Vhatever may be your view for her fu
ture dd1:ination in life, it feems tin1e to de
clare it. She is greatly admired, and, I 
doubt not, wiU be very much fought after : 
it is proper, therefore, that her future ex
peCtations, and your pleafure concerning 
her, fhould be made known. 

Delieve me, Sir, fhe merits your utmoft 
attention 
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attention and regard. You cou Id not fee 
an·d know her, and remain unmoved by 
thofe fcnfations of affeCtion which belong 
to fo near and tender a relationfhip. She 
is the lovely refemblance of her lovely mo
ther ;-pardon n1e; Sir, that I mention that 
unfortunate lady, but I think it behoves 
me, tlpon this occafion, to fhew the efl:eem 
I felt for her ; allow me, therefore, to fay, 
and be not offended at my freedom, that 
the memory of that excellent lady has but 
too long remained under the afperfions of 
calumny; furely it is time to vindicate her 
fame !-and how can that be done in a 
manner more eligiple, more grateful to her 
friends, or more honourable to yourfelf, 
than by openly receiving as your child, the 
daughter of the late Lady Belmo1Zt ? 

The venerable man who has had the care 
of her education, deferves your warmeft 
acknowledgments, for the unremitting pains 
he has taken, and attention he has fhewn, 
in the difcharge of his truft. Indeed fhe 
has been peculiarly fortunate in meeting 
with fuch a friend and guardian : a more 
worthy man, or one w hofe charaCter feems 
nearer to perfeCtion, does not exift. 

Permit me to affure you, Sir, fhe will 
amply repay whatever regard and favour 
you may hereafter ihew her, by the com
fOl't and happinefs you cannot fail to find 

In 
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in her affection ·and duty. 1~o be own eLl 
properly by you, is the firft wifh of he 
heart; and I an1 fure, that to .. merit your 
approbation will be the firft ftudy of he 
life. 

I fear that you will think this addrefs 
impertinent ; · but I · muft reft upon the 
goodnefs of my intention to plead my ex
cufe. · 

· · l am~ Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, · . . 

M. I-IOWARD. 
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