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To

#~\H author of my being !—far more dear
T'o me than light, than nourifhment, or reft,
Hygieia’s bleflings, Rapture’s burning tear,
Or the life blood that mantles in my breaft !

If in my heart the love of Virtue glows,
*Twas planted there by an unerring rule;
From thy example the pure flame arofe,
Thy life, my precept—thy good works, my {chool.

Could my weak pow’rs thy num’rous virtues trace,
By filial love each fear fhould be reprefs’d ;

The bluth of Incapacity I’d chace,
And ftand, recorder of thy worth, confef{s’d :

But fince my niggard ftars that gift refufe,
Congcealment is the only boon I claim ;

©Obfeure be fill th’ unfuccefsful Mufe,
Who cansot raife, but would not fink, your fame,

Oh!



Oh! of my life at once the fource and joy !
If €’er thy eyes thefe feeble lines furvey,

Let not their folly their intent deftroy ;
Accept the tribute=but forget the lay.




MONTHLY and CRITICAL
REVIE WS.

GENTLEMEN,
HE liberty which- I take in
addrefling to You the trifling
producion of a few idle hours, will,
doubtlefs, move your wonder, and,
probably, your contempt. . I will not,
however, with the futility of apologies,
intrude upon your time, but briefly
acknowledge the motives of my teme=
Vor. I. a rity s
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rity : left, by a premature exercife of
the patience from which [ hope to profit,
I {hould abate of its benevolence, and
be myfelf acceflary to my own condem-
nation.

Without name, without recommen-
dation, and unknown alike to {uccefs
and difgrace, to whem can I {o properly
»atronage, as to thoft who

apply for
public‘iy profcfs themfelves Infpectors of
all literary performanees ?

The extenfive plan of your critical
obfcrvations,—-—‘which, not confined to
works of utility or 1nge waity; is equally
open to thofe of * frivolous amufement,
and yet worfe than frivolous dullnefs,—
encourages me to feck for your protec-
tion, fince,—perhaps for my fins !—it
entitles me to your annotations. To
refent, therefore, this offering, howe=
ver inﬁgniﬁcant, would ill become the
univerfality of your undertaking, tho’
not to defpife 1it- may, alas! be out of

our power.

The language of adulation, and the
sicenfe of flattery, though the natural
inheritance, and conftant refource, from

time
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time immemorial, of the Dedicator, to
me offer nothing but thp wiftful regret
that I dare not invoke their aid. Sinif-

ter views would be imputed to all I
could fay; fince, thus fituated, to ex-
tol your judement, would fee
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fect of art, and to celebrate

partiality, be attributed to h
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plicating author, but to the candid
public, which will not fail to crave

The pena‘xty and forfeit of your bond.

No hackneyed writer, inured to a-
bufe, and callous to criticifm, here
braves yeur feverity ;—neither does a
half-ftarved garretteer,

Compell’d by hunger,—and requeft of friends,—=

implore your lenity 5 your examination
will be alike unbiaffed by partiality and
rejudice ;—no refractory murmuring
will follow. your cenfure, no private
intereft be gratified by your praife.

Let not the anxious {olicitude with
which I recommend myfelf to your no-
tice, expofe me to your derifion. Re-
member, Gentlemen, you were all
young writers once, and the moft ex-
erienced veteran of your corps, may,
by recolle&ing his firft publication, re-
novate his firft terrors, and learn to al-
low for mine. For, though Courage is
one of the nobleft virtues of this nether
{phere, and, though fcarcely more re-

quifite in the ficld of battle, to guard
the
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worthip, even by his followers, never
mentioned but with abhorrence.

In addrefiing you jointly, I mean but
to mark the generous fentiments by
which liberal criticifm, to the utter
annihilation of envy, jealoufy, and all
felfith views, ought to be di&ingui(hed.

1 have the honour to be,
GENTLEMEN,
Your moft obedient

humble fervant,

% E 23 EDP
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N the republic of letters, there is no men

of fuch inferior rank, or who is fo much ¢
dained by bis brethren of the quill, as the bumble
Nowelift : nor is bis fate lefs hard in the world
at large, fince, among the whole clafs of writers,
perbaps not ome can be named, of whom the
votaries are more numerous, but lefs refpeti-
able.

Yet, while in the annals of thofe few of our
predeciffors, to whom this [pecies of writing is
indebred for being [aved from contempt, and ref-
cued from depravity, we can trace fuch names as
Rouffeau, Fobnfon, * Marivaux, Fielding, Ri-

® However fuperior the capacities in which thefe
great writers deferve to be confidered, they muft par-
don me that, for the dignity of my fubje&, I here
rank the authors of Raflelas and Eloife as Novelifts.

¢hardfon,
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ral, and boardisg f[ 00l dam| fels in pe articylar,
,,m/)z‘ profit f/w their annibilation : but fince
the d dif /Zf mper tley bave _/'/7‘ ead fn ns incurable,
JSince z‘/Juf contagion bids defiance to the medicine
of advice or riprebenfion,
fowzd to baffle dll the mental of 5

what is prefcrited by the flow regime
(!/,d bitter diet of Experience, /Wuv all a
to contribute to the number of thofe which
be read, if not with ud”'ﬁ/uﬂ%’, at leaft without
injury, ought rther to be encouraged than con-
temned.

Let me, therifore, prepare for difappeintusent
t/ﬂofe who, in toe perufal of thefe fbeets, enter-

ain the gc;;;le sxpectation of being tranfported
to the fantaftic regions of Romance, where Fistion
is coloured by all the gay tints of luxurious Ima-
gination, where Reafon is an outcaft, and where
the [ublimity of the Marvellous rejecis all aid
from fober Prebability. The heroine of thefe
nemoirs, young, artlefs, and in

'Ecvu, is

No faultlefs Monfter, that the World ne’er faw,

but the offspriny of Nature, and of Nature in
ber fimpleft attwe.

In all the Arts, the value of copies can only
be proportioned to the frarcenefs of originals :
among [culptors and painters, a fine ftatue, or a
£ fmmful piéture, of fome great mafter, may de-

ervedly employ the imitative talents of)u/wofr
mJ inferior autifts, that their appropriation to
one



one [pot,

neral ex

without adopting
ira it the ambiticn CJ'
the vulgar berd j authors : bowever zealous,
t/“/(fwe my veneration of the great writers I
bave mentioned, however I may feel m\/(' en l
lightened by the knowledge of ja/mﬂiz, charm 7
with the eloguence of ]’u/f/fm Joftened by
pathetic powers of Richai and (."«, ‘ "fz.*rf
by the wit of] iel,

I yer pr ‘ g /
id which they have tracked 5 whence,

fame groun
thor zg/J they may have cleared the weeds, they
have alfo culled the flowers, and though they
bave rendered the path plain, they /4«"'3 left it
barren.

=7

The candour of my readers, I have 1
imper /,zm re to doubt, -and to their indui
I am [enfible I bave no claim : I k /UH,
fore, 02)7 /a entreat, that my own words may
not pronounce my condemmation, a;:z,i ',»:’u-

I have bere ventured to_fay in regard 4
tion, may be underftood, as it is meant, in a ge-
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(i v (o) L. 1.
il Page 3. laft line but one of the Ode, dele the apoftrophe, and
read the unfucce[sful.
P. 15. 1. 18, read too eafy to effect.
P. 22. 1. 6. for follow, read attend.
P. 39. line laft, for is, read was.
P. 44. 1. 25. read I bad had time,
P. g9. 1. 18. read Mrs, and Mifs Mirvan,
P. 143. L. 20. for ber, read tbis.
P. 184. 1. 22. for undubitably, read indubitably.
P. 193. L 5. for /e gens, read les gens.
P. 208. 1. 11. for laifex, read laiffex.
P. 221. l. 1, for as, read was.

¥ (o] L. 11.

P. 29. 1. 27. for beld, read bold.

P. 102. 1. 21. for f[uppefe, read [uppofed.

P. 121. 1. 8. after mees, dele them.

P. 122. L 28, for placed bim diretly in my way, read placed
bimfelf fo direéily in my way

P. 141. 1. 11. dele had

P. 142. laft line, for a glover’s, read an bofier’se

P. 149. 1. 15. for exprefs, read reprefs.

P.214. L. 14. for them, read bim.

P, 134. L. 29. after accorded, dele to,

P. 263. 1. 13. for bis diflike to committing me, read bis diflike of
committing me,

v (o] L. III,
P. 18, laft line, for bim, read Lord Merton.
P. 44, L. 23, for abfent, vead filent,
P, 64. 1. 2. for my arm, vead bis arm.
P. 104. 1. 16. for Inded, read Indeed.
P. 186, 1. 3. for bere, read bither.
P. 200. 1. 11. for montbs, read weeks.,
P, 209. 1. 29. for you appear, tead you fbould appear,
P. z10. L 31, for knew how, read knew not bow.
Ibid. laft line, read, confcious he wifbed,
P. 230. 1. 1. for bim, read Sir Clement,
Ibid. 1. 11. after enmtreat, dele you.
P. 2344 Lo 11, for a trick, read what trick,
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Lady Howard to the Rev, My. Villars.

Howard Grgye.
AN there, my good Sir, be any thing
C more painful ro a friendly mind, than
a neceflity of communicating difas
greeable intelligence ? Indeed, it is. fome-
times difficult to determine, whether the
relator or the receiver of evil tidings is moft
to be pitied,

I have juft had a letter from Madame
Duval; fhe is totally at a lofs in what
manner to behave; fhe feems defirous to
repair the wrongs the has done, yet withes
the world to believe her blamelefs, She

Vou. 1. would




would fain caft upon another t
thofe misfortunes for which {he
anfwerable. Her letter is violent, fome-
times abufive, and that of you [=—you, to
" whom fhe is under obligations which are
greater even than her faults, but to whofe
2dvice fhe wickedly imputes all the {uffer-
ings of her much-injured daughter, “the
late Lady Belmont. The chief purport of
her writing I will acquaint you with ; the
letter itfelf is not worthy your netice.

She tells me that fhe has, for many years
paft, been in continual expectation of mak -
ing a journey to England, which prevented
her writing tor information concerning this
melancholy fubjeét, by giving ber hopes of
making perfonal enquiries ; but family oc-
currences have ftill detained her in France,
which country the now fees no prc
quitting. . She has, therefore, lately ‘ufed
her utmoft endeavours to obtain .a faithful
account: of whatever related to her 7ll-ad-
wifed daughter ; the refult of which gi
ing her fome reafon to apprehend that,
upon * her death-bed, fhe bequeathed an
infant orphan to the world, fthe moft gra-
cioufly fays that if you, with whom he un-
dertands the child is placed, will procure
authentic: proofs of its relationfhip to her,
you may fend 'it 'to Paris, where fhe will
properly provide for it.

alone 18

This




I N ;X. 3

This woman is, undoubtedly, at length,
confcious of her moft unnatural condut :
it is evident, from her writing, that [hé is
dtill ‘as’ vulgar and illiterate as when her
firlt hufband, Mr. Evelyn, had the weak-
fiefs to marry her; nor.does the art all apo-
logife for addrefling herfelf to me, though I
was only once in her company.

Fhis letter has excited in’ my daughter
Mirvan, a ftrong defire to be informed of
the motives -which induced Madame Du.
val to abandon the unfortunate Lady Bel=
mont, at a time when a mother’s protection
was fo peculiarly neceflary for her peace
and her reputation. Notwithftanding I
was perfonally acquainted with all the par-
ties concerned in that affair, the fubjeét al-
ways appeared of too delicate a nature to
be fpoken of with the principals ; cannot,
therefore, fatisfy Mrs. Mirvan otherwife
than by applying to you.

By faying that you may fend the child,
Madame Duval aims at conferring, where
fhe mott swes obligation. I pretend not to
give you advice; you, to whofe generous
protection this helplefs orphan is indebted
for every thing, are the beft and only judge
of what the ought to do; but I am much
concerned for the trouble and uneafinefs

which this unworthy woman may occaficn
you.

-

B2 My
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My : daughter and my grandchild join
with me in defiring to be moft kindly re-
membered to the amiable girl; and they bid
me remind you, that the annual vifit to
Howard Grove, which we were formerly

promifed, has been difcontinued for more
than four years. I am, dear Sir,
with great regard,
Your moft obedient fervant and friend,
M. Howagrp.

LETTER IL

A%, Villars to Lady Howard.

Berry Hill, Dorfetfhire.

QUR Ladythip did but too well fore-
ee the. perplexity and uncafinels of
which Madame Duval’s letter has been
productive. = However, I ought rather to
be thankful that I have fo many years re-
mained | unmolefted, than repine at my
refent embarraffment ; fince it proves, at
rcaﬁ, that this wretched woman is at length
awakened to remorfe.

In regard to my anfwer, I muft humbly
requeft your Ladyfhip to write to this ef-
fett: *° That I would not, upon any ac-
count, intentionally offend Madame Duval,

but
6
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but that I have weighty, nay unanfwerable
reafons for detaining her grand-daughter a¢
prefent in England ; the principal of which
is, that it was the earneft defire of one to
whofe will fhe owes implicit duty. Ma-
dame Duval may be affured that fhe meets
with the utmoft attention and tendernefs;
that her education, however fhort of my
withes, almoft exceeds my" abilities; and
that I flatter myfelf, when the time arrives
that fhe fhall pay her duty to her grand-
mother, Madame Duval will find no reafon
to be diffatisfied with what has been done
for her.”

Your Ladythip will not, I am fure, be
furprifed at this anfwer., Madame Duval
is by ne means a proper companion or
guardian for a young woman: fhe is at
once uneducated and unprincipled ; ungen-
tle in" her temper, and unamiable in her
manners. I have long known that {he has
perfuaded herfelf to harbour anaverfion for
me—Unhappy woman! 1 can only régard
her as an object of pity’!

I dare not hefitate dt a requeft ‘from
Mrs. Mirvan, yet, in complying with it,
I thall, for her own fake, be as concife
as 1 poflibly can; fince the cruel tranfac-
tions which preceded the birth of my ward,
can afford no entertainment to a mind fo
humane as her’s, :

B3 Yow
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Your Ladyfhip may probably have
heard, that I had the honour to accompa-
ny Mr. Evelyn, the grandfather of my
young charge, when upon his travels, in
capacity of tutor, His unhappy marriage,
immediately upon his return - to England,
with Madame Duval, then a waiting-girl
at a tavern, contrary to the advice and
entreaties of all his friends, among whom
1 was myfelf the moft urgent to diffuade
him, - induced him to abandon his native
land, and fix his abode in France. ‘Thi-
ther he was followed by fhame and repent-
ance ; feelings which his heart was not
framed “to fupport : . for, ‘notwith{tanding
he had been too weak to refift the allure-
ments of . beauty, which nature, though a
niggard to her of every other boon, had
with a lavifh hand beftowed on his wife;
yet he was a young man of excellent cha-
ra&ter, and, till thus unaccountably infa-
tuated, of unblemifhed conduct. He fur-
vived this ill-judged marriage but two
years. Upon his death-bed, with an un-
fteady hand, he wrote me the following
note :

t

in favour  of your humanity ;—a father
trembling for the welfare of his chi
bequeaths her to your care.—O Villars!

s |22

hear ! pity! and relieve me !

Had




my
/

Had my circumftances permitted, I
hould: have anfwered thefe words by an
immediate i/.m;jc to Paris; but Liwas
obliged to att iz}' the agency of a friend,
who was up\ n the {pot, and prefent at th
op¢ning of the w

Mr. Evelyn left to me a legacy of a
thoufand pounds, and the fole guardianthip
of his d.muh*er s perfon till her eighteenth
year, conjuring me, in the m(»'t thmn 3
terms, to tdk€ the cn.uj ¢ of her education
!l:l ﬂ‘c’ W E“{C to alt '\\1[” F ‘“ll(.'\’ f‘“
herfeif ; but in regard to i«‘,m.me, e left
her wholly dependent on her mother, to
whofe tendernefs hc earneftly recommended
her.

T'hus, though he would not, to a woman
low-bred and illiberal as Mrs. Evelyn, truit
the mind and w
neverthelefs tho

e

s of his ‘au.qhic he
proper to iecure to
her that re duty wi ‘nch, from her
own child, were certainly her due; but,
unhappily, it never occurred to him that
the mother, on her part, could fail in af-
fection or juftice.

Mifs Evelyn, Madam, from the fecond
to the lg.hecntl year “of her life, was
brought up under my care, and, e‘ccept
when at fchool, under my roof, T need
ot {fpeak to your Ladythitp of the virtues
of that excellent young creature,  She
B 4 loved
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loved me as her father ; nor was Mrs. Vil-
lars lefs valued by her; while to me fhe
became fo dear, that her lofs was little lefs
affli&ing to me than that which I have fince
fuftained of Mrs. Villars herfelf.

At that period of her.life we parted ; her
mother, then married to Monfieur Duval,
fent for her to Paris. How often have T
fince regretted that I did not accompany
her thither ! protcctr'{ and fupported by
me, the mifery and difgrace which awaited
hcr might, perhaps, have been avoided.

ut=—to be brief, Madame Duval, at the
mﬁ igation :of her hufband, earneﬁly, or
rather tyrannically, endeavoured to.effe& an
union between Mifs Evelyn and one of his
nephews: And, when fhe found her power
hmclequﬁe to her atternpt, enraged at her
non-compliance, fthe treated her with the
gpoffelt Unlunumw, and threatened her with
yoverty and ruin,

Mifs Evelyn, to whom wrath® and wvio-
lence had hitherto been {trangers, foon grew
weary of this vlage ; ‘and :thy, and with-
out a witnefs, confented to a private mar

mage with: Sir. John Beélm ont, a very pr()
fligate young man, who had but too fuc-
celsfully found means to infinuate himfelf
into her favour. He promifed to conduét
her to L’nnland he did. O, Madam,
you know the reft '-'-D'fADPO’Dte@ of the
fortune

*r~ r,'.‘
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fortune he expeted, by the inexorable ran-
cour of the Duvals, he infamoufly burnt
the certificate of their marriage, and denied
that they had ever been united !

She flew to me for protc&ion With
what mixed tranfports of joy and anguifth
did I again fee her! By my advice fhe
endeavoured to procure proofs of her mar-
riage ;==but in vain: her credulity had
bun no match for his art.

Every body believed her innocent, from
the guiltlefs tenor of her Un'potted youth,
and from the known libertini{m of her bar-
barous. betrayer.  Yet Lu‘ fufferings were
too acute for her tender frame, and the
fame momcnt that gave birth to hcr infant,
put an end at once to the forrows and the
life of its mother.

The rage of Madame Duval at her e-
lopevncn abated not while this 11]J\.1f€d
victim of cruelty yet drew breath. She
probably intended, in time, to have pas-
doned her, but time was. not allowed,
When fhe was informed of her death, T
have been told, that the agonies of grief
and remorfe, with which fhe was {cized,
occafioned her a fevere fit of illefs,. But,
from' the time of her recovery to the date
of her letter to your Ladyfhip, I Kad ne-
ver heard that the manifefted any defire to
be made acquainted with the circumftances
B ;5 which
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which-attended the death of Lady Belmont,
and the birth of her helplefs child.

That child, Madam, fhall never, while
life is lent me, know the lofs fhe has {uf-
tained. I have cherifhed, fuccoured, and
fupported her, from her earlieft infancy to
her fixteenth year; and fo amply has fhe
repaid my care and affeCtion, that my fond-
eft with is now bounded in the defire of be-
ftowing her on one who may be fenfible of
her worth, and then finking to eternal ref]
in her arms,

Thus it has happened that the education
of the father, daughter, and grand-daughter,
has devolved on me. What infinite mifcry
have the two firft caufed me! Should
the fate of the dear furvivor be equally ad-
verfe, how wretched will be the end of my
cares—the end of my days )

Even had Madame Duval merited the
charge fhe claims, I fear my fortitude would
have been unequal to fuch a parting; burt,
being fuch as fhe is, not only my affetion,
biit my humanity recoils, at the barbarous
idea of deferting the facred truft repofed in
me. Indeed, I could but ill fupport her
former yearly vifits to the refpectable man.
fion at Howard Grove; pardon me, dear
Madam, and do not think me infenfible of
the honour which your Ladyfhip’s conde.-
fcenfion confers upon us both ; byt fo deep.+#

YSs
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is.the impreflion which the -misfortanes of

her mother have made on my heart, that the
does not, even for a moment, quit my fight,
without exciting apprelienfions and. terrors
which almoft overpower me. Such; Ma-
dam, is my tendernefs, ‘and fuch.my weak-
nefs!  But fhe is the only tie I have upon
earth, and I truft to your Ladythip’s good-

efs not to judge of my feelings with fe-

‘L(J;\'

beg leave to pxcl: nt my humble refpects
s..and Mifs Mirvan ; and have the
0 DiE,
Madam,
Your Ladyfhip’s moft obedient
and meit humble fervant,
ARTHUR VILLARS,

BB TR T
[Written fome months after the laft.]
Lady Howard to the Rev. My, Villars!

Howard Grove, March 8.

Dear and Rev.
JOUR laft lcttcr gave me infinite plea-
fure: after fo 1(;11; and tedious an ill-
B o6 nefls,

——
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ncfs, how grateful to yourfelf and to your
friends muft be your returning health! You
have the hearty withes of every individual
of this place for its continuance and in-
creafe,

Will you not-think I ‘take advantage of

your acknowledged recovery, if I once more
venture to mention your pupil and Howard
Grove together ?  Yet you muft remember
the patience with which we fubmitted to
your defire of not parting with her during
the bad ftate of yeur health, though it was
with much relutance we forbore to folicit
her company. My grand-daughter, in par-
ticular, ‘has fcarce been able to reprefs her
eagernefs to again meet the friend of her
infancy ; and for my own part, it is very
ftrongly my with to manifeft the regard
which I-had for the unfortunate Lady Bel-
mont, by proving ferviceable to her child ;
which feems to me the beft refpeét that can
:be paid to her memory. Permit me, there-
fore, to lay before you a plan which ‘Mrs.
Mirvan and I have formed, in confequence
of your reftoration to health.

. I would not frighten you ;—but do you
think . you could bear to part with your
young companion for two or three months ?
Mrs. Mirvan propofes to {pend . the enfuin
fpring in London, whither, for the ﬁrE
tume, my grandchild will accompany her:
Now,
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Now, my good friend, it is very earneftly
their with to enlarge and enliverr their party
by the addition of your amiable ward, who
would fhare, equally with her own daughter,
the care and attention of Mrs. Mirvan. Do
not ftart-at this propofal ; it is time that {he
fhould fee fomething of the world.”. When
young people are too rigidly fequeftered from
it, their lively and romantic imaginations
paint it to them as a paradife of which they
have been beguiled ; but when they are thown
it properly, and in due time, they fee it fuch
as it really is, equally fhared by pain and
pleafure, hope and difappointment.

You have nothing to apprehend from her
meeting with Sir John Belmont, as that
abandoned man is now abroad, and not ex-
pected home this year, :

Well, my good Sir, what fay you to our
{cheme ? 1 hope it will meet with your ap-
probation ; but if it fhould not, be affured
I can never be difpleafed at any decifion
made by one who is fo much refpected and
efteemed as yourfelf by,

Dear Sir,
Your moft faithfyl humble fervant,
N. Howarp,

LETTER




M. Villars ¢o "Lady Howard.

Berry Hill, March 12,
E AM grieved, Madam, to appear obfti-
nate, and I blufh to incur the imputation
of felfithnefs. In detaining my young charge
thus long with myfelf in the country, I con-
fulted not folely my own inclination.” Def-
tined, in all probability, to poflefs a very
moderate fortune, I wifhed to contra& her
views to fomething within it. “The mind is
but too naturally prone to pleafure, but too
eafily yielded to diffipation: it has been my
ftudy to guard her againft their delufions,
by preparing her to expect,—and to defpife
them. But the time draws on for experience
and obfervation to take place of inftru&ion:
if T ‘have, in fome meafure, rendered her
capable of ufing the one with difcretion,
and making the other with improvement, I
thall rejoice myfelf with the affurance of
having largely  contributed to her welfare,
She is now of an age that happinefs is eager
to attend,—=let her then enjoy it! I commit
her to the protection of your Ladyfhip, and
only hope the may be found worthy half
the goodnefs I am fatisfied the will meet
with at your hofpitable manfion,
5 Thus
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Thus far, Madam, I chearfully {ubmit
to your defire. In confiding my ward to
the care of Lady Howard, I can feel no un-
eafinefs from her abfence, but what will
arife from the lofs of her company, fince I
fhall be as well convinced of her {afety, ag
if fhe were under my own roof ;=—=but, can
your Ladyfhip be ferious in' propofing to
introduce her to the gaieties of 'a London
life? Permit me to afk, for what end, or
what purpofe? A youthful mind is feldom
totally free from ambition; to curb that, is
the firft ftep to contentment, fince to dimi-
nifh expettation, is to increafe enjoymeat.
I apprehend nothing more than too much
raifing her hopes and her views, which the
natural vivacity of her difpofition would
render but to ealy too effet. The town-ac-
quaintance of Mrs. Mirvan are all in the
circle of high life; this artlefs young crea-
ture, with too much beauty to efcape notice,
has too much fenfibility to be indifferent to
it ; but the has too little wealth to be fought

with propriety by men of the fathionablg

world.

Confider, Madam, the peculiar cruelty

of  her fituation; only child of a wealthy
bzronet; whofe perfon fhe has never Aeen,
whofe charaéter fhe has reafon to abhor, and
whofenamefheis forbiddentoclaim; entitled
as fhe is to lawfully inherit his fortune and
eftate,

®
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eftate, is there any prebability that he will
properly own her ? And while he continues
to perfevere in difavowing his marriage with
Mifs Evelyn, fhe fhall never, at the expence
of her mother’s honour, receive a part of
her right, as the donation of his bounty.

And as to Mr. Evelyn’s eftate, I have no
doubt but that Madame Duval and her re-
lations will difpofe of it among themfelves.

It feems, therefore, as if this deferted:
child, though legally heirels to two large
fortunes, muft owe all her rational expecta-
tions to adoption and friendfhip. Yet her
income will be fuch as may make her hap-
pY, if theis difpofed to be {o in private life;
though it will by no means allow her to
enjoy the luxury of a London fine lady.

Let Mifs Mirvan, then, Madam, fhine
m all the fplendor of high life, but fuffer
my child ftill to enjoy the pleafures of
humble retirement, with a mind to which
greater views are unknown.

I hope this reafoning will be honoured
with ‘your approbation ;' and I have yet an-
other motive that has fome weight with me ;.
b wonld not willingly give offence to any
human beidg; and furely Madame Duval
might -accufe me of injuftice, if, while I
refufe to let her grand-daughter wait upon
her, I confent to herjoining a party of plea-
fure to Loondon,

In
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In fending her to Howard Grove, not one
of thefe fcruples arife; and therefore Mrs.
Clinton, a2 moft worthy woman, formerly
her nurfe, and now my houfekeeper, thall
attend her thither next week.

Though I have always called her by the
name of Anville, and reported in this neigh-
bourhood that her father, my intimate friend,
left her to my guardianthip, yet I have
thought it neceffary to let her be herfelf ac-
quainted with the melancholy circumftances
attending her birth; for, though I am very
defirous of guarding her from curiofity and
impertinence, by concealing her name, fa-
mily, and ftory, yet I would not leave it
in the power of chance, to fhock her
gentle nature with a tale of fo much for-
FOW.

You muft not, Madam, expeét too much
from my pupil. ~ She is quite a little ruftic,
and knows nothing of the world ; and tho®
her education has been  the beft T could be-
ftow in this retired place, to which Dor-
chefter, the neareft town, is feven miles dif-
rant, yet 1 fhall not ‘be furprifed if you
fhould difcover in het a thoufand deficien-
cies of which I have never dreamt. She
muft be very niuch altered fince fhe was
lalt at Howard Grove,~but I will fay no-
thing of her; I leave her to your Lady-
fhip’s
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thip’s own obfervations, of which I beg a
faithful relation; and am,

Dear Madam, with great re{pect,
Your obedient and moft humble {c

i ETTT Nyt AT
ARTHUR VILLAKS.

crvant,

Lol " bR V.
My, Villars to Lady Howard.

March 18.
Dear Madam,
HIS letter will be delivered to you by
my - child,—the child of my adop-
tion,~—my affe€tion! Unbleft with one na-
tural friend, fhe merits a thoufand. 1 fend
her to you, innocent as an angel, and art-
lefs as purity itfelf : and I fend you with
her the heart of your friend, the only hope
he has on earth, the fubjeét of his tendereft
thoughts, and the object of his lateft cares,
She is one, Madam, for whom alone I have
lately wifhed to live; and fhe is one whom
to ferve I would with tranfport die ! Reftore
her but to me all innocence as you receive
her, and the fondeft hope of my heart will
be amply gratified !
A. VILLARS.

LETTER
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Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr.

Howard Grove.

Dear and Rev. Sir,

HE folemn manner in which you have
committed your child to my care, has
in fome meafure dampt the pleafure which 1
receive from the truft, as it makes me fear
that you fuffer from your compliance, 1n
which cafe I fhall very fincerely blame my-
{cIf for the earneftnefs with which I have
requefted this favour; but remember, my
good Sir, fhe is within a few days fummons,
and be affured I will not detain her a mo-
ment longer than you wifh.

You defire my opinion of her.

She is a little angel ! I cannot wonder that
you fought to monopolize her. Neither
ought you, at finding it impoffible.

Her face and perfon anfwer my moft re-
fined ideas of complete beauty: and this,
though a fubjeét of praife lefs important to
you, or to me, than any other, is yet fo
ftriking, it is not poffible to pafs it unno-
ticed. Had I not known from whom fhe
received her education, I fhould, at firft
fight of fo perfect a face, have been in p:;._in

or

——

i ii——
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for her underftanding ; fince it has been long
and juftly remarked, that folly has ever
fought alliance with beauty.

She has the fame gentlenefs in her man-
ners, the fame natural grace in her motions,
that I formerly fo much admired in her
mether.  Her charaéter feems truly inge-
nuous and fimple; and, at the fame time
that nature has bleflfed her with an excellent
underftanding, and great quicknefs of parts,
fhe has a certain air of inexperience and in-
nocency that is extremely interefting.

You have no reafon to regret ‘the retire-
mentin which the has lived ; fince that po-
litenefs which is-acquired by an acquamt-
ancewith high life, is in her fo well fupplied
by a natural defire of obliging, joined to a
deportment infinitely engaging,

I obferve with great fatisfaction a growing
affeCtion between this amidble girl and my
grand-daughter, whofe heart is as free from
lelfifhnefs -or ‘conceit, as-that of her young
friend is‘from all guile. Their attachment
may ‘be murtually “ufeful, finge ‘much is to
be expeétedifrom emulation, where nothing
is to be feared from envy. I would have
them love each other as fifters, and reci-
procally {upply the place of that tender and
happy relationfhip to which neither of them
have 3 natural claim.

Be
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Be fatisfied, my good Sir, that your child
fhall meet with the fame attention as our
own. We all join in moft hearty wifhes
for your health and happinefs, and in re-
turning our fincere thanks for the favour
you have conferred on us.

I am, Dear Sir,
Your moft faithful {fervant,

M. HowAaRrp.

LET B ER Vil
Lady Howard to the Rev. M. Villars.

Howard Grove, March 26.

E not alarmed, my worthy friend, at

my o fpeedily troubling you again; I
feldom ufe the ceremony of qutma For an-
fwers, or writing with any regul: mtv, and
[ thC at prefent immediate occahon for
begging your patience.

Mrs. Mirvan has juft received- a letter
from her long-abfent hufband, containing
the welcome news of his hopmn to reach
London by the beginning of next week.
My daughter and the Captain have been fe-
parated “almoft feven years, and it would
therefore be needlefs .to fay what joy, fur-

pnic,

——— 0

T



prife, and confu
i)ygﬁc:,‘:, um\péi.tc_l HLL:]:H has caufed

] Mrs. Mirvan, you cannot
;t‘.y to town to meet
1s under a thoufand ob-
srieve that her

o
O

Howard Grove. M
doubt, will I
him'y her d:
lications to follow hcr;
mother cannot.

And now, my good Sir, T almoft blu
to pmce%’t — but, tell me, m} I afk—
will you p:m-xt——'hu your child may ac-
company ‘them 2. Do not.think us.unre 1@:1
able, but confider the many inducements
which confpire to make London the hap-
pieft place at prc ent fhe can be in. The
joy ful 0cc1ﬁon of the ; journey ; the gatety of
the ‘whole party; oppofed to the dull life
the muft lcad if left I nuc with a folitary old
woman for her fole comipanion, while fthe o
well knows the chmlﬂnci“ 'mu felicity en-
joyed by the reft of the family,—are circum-
1‘cances tlmt feem to merit your gon.;dcx ation.
Mrs. Mirvan defires me to affure you, that
one week is all fhe afks, as fhe is certain
that the Captain, who hatc-s London, will
be eager to revifit Howard Grove: and
Maria is fo very earneft in withing to have
the company of her friend, that, if you are
inexorable, fhe will be Q(pUVLd of half the
pleafure fhe otherwife > hopes to receive.

However, I will not, my good Sir, de-
ceive you into an opinion that they mtend
9 to
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to live in a retired manner, as that cannot
be fairly expected. ‘But you have no reafon

I
N\ T e o |
Madame Duvals

to bg uneafy concern
fhe has nc u;»'dlvmw.f I |
only gains Intelligence by common r
She muft be a - to the name your
child bears; and, even fhould fhe hear of
ti‘.".s excurfion, fo fhort a time as a week,

r lefs, {pentin town upon {o particular an
mu{ 1an, though previous to their meeting,
cannot be conftrued into dif refpect to her-
xCif.

Mrs. Mirvan dvﬂres me to aflure you,
that if you will oblige her, her #wo children
fhall equally Fn,m. her ‘time and her atten-
tion. ' She has fent a commiflion to a friend
in town to take a houfe for her, and while
fthe waits for an anfwer concerning 'it, I
fhall for one from you to our petition.
However, your ¢ hx‘a is writing herfe 1)', and
that, I doubt not, will more avail than all
we can poa‘ﬂ’y urge.

My daxw! r defires her beft compliments
to you, if; the layc you will grant her re-
m'm, but not r fe.

Adieu, my d car Sir ,——we all hope every
thing from your rroudmi«

Py
—
)

[w—
=

-

r
——

M. Howarp,
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Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars.

Howard Grove, March 26.

HIS houfe feems to be the houfe of

joy 5 every face wears a {mile, and a
laugh is-at every body’s fervice. Itis quite
amufing to walk about, and fee the general
confufion; a room leading to the garden is
fitting up for Captain Mirvan’s ftudy. Lady
Howard does not fit a moment in a place;
Mifs Mirvan is making caps; every body
fo buly !=fuch flying from room to room !
~={o many orders given, and retrated, and
given again |=—nothing but hurry and per-
turbation.

Well but, my dear Sir, I am defired to
make a requeft to you. 1 hope you will
not think me an incroacher; Lady Howard
%nﬁ&s upon my writing !==yet T hardly
know how to go on; a petition mmplies a
want, —and have you left me one? No,
wndeed.

I am half athamed of myfelf for begin-
ning this letter. But thefe dear ladies are
fo prefling—1 cannot, for my life, refift
withing for the pleafures they offer me,—
i rovided you do not difapprove them.
They
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They are to make a very fhort ftay in
town. - The captain will meet them in a
day or two.  Mrs. Mirvan and her fweet
daughter both go ;==what a happy party !
Yet I am not very eager to accompany
them : at leaft, I fhall be very well con-
tented to remain where I am, if' you defire
that I thould.

Affured, my deareft Sir, of your good-
nefs, your bounty, and ‘your indulgent
kindnefs, ought I to form a wifh that has
not your fanction ? Decide for me, there-
fore, without the leaft apprehenfion that 1
fhall be uneafy, or difcontented. « While 1
am yet in' fulpenfe, perhaps I.may bope,
but I am moft certain, that when. you have
once determined, I fhall not repine.

They tell me that London is now in full
fplmdom Two Play- Loui”s are open,—=
the Opera-Houfe,—Ranelagh -—~thL Pan:
theon,—You fee I have learned all their
names. However,: pray don’t AL‘pDUf“ that
t-make ‘any pcinc of going, tor I fhall
hardly figh to {fee them d part without me;
though I fhall probably never meet with
fuch another opportunity.. 'And, indeed,
their domeftic happinefs will be fo great,=—
it is natural to with to partake of it.

I believe I am L\,Wu' hed ! .7 made a re-
{kifuf:on when I began, that I would not be
urgent ; but my pen—or rather T} thoughts,

You, I. will

.
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will not fuffer me to keep it=——Ffor I acknow-
ledge, I muft acknowledge, I cannot help
withing for your permiffion.

I almoft repent already that I have made
this confeflion ; pray forget that you have
read it, if this journey is difpleafing to you.
But I will not write any longer ; for the
more I think of this affair, the lefs indif-
ferent to it I find myfelf.

Adieu, my moft honoured, moft reve-
renced, moft beloved father ! for by what
other name can I call you ? I have no hap-
pinefs or forrow, no hope or fear, but what
your kindnefs beftows, or your difpleafure
may caufe. You will not, I am fure, fend
a refufal, without reafons unan{werable, and
therefore I fhall chearfully acquiefce. - Yet
1 hope—I hope you will be able to per-
mit me to go ! I am,

With the utmoft affection,
gratitude and duty,
Your
EvELiNa ———,

1 cannot to yox fign Anville, and what
other pame may I claim?
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My, Villars to Evelina.

Berry-Hill, March 28,

O refift the urgency of entreaty, is
a power which I have not yet ac-
quired : I aim not at an authority which
deprives you of liberty, yet I would fain
guide mylfelf by a prudence which fhould
fave me the pangs of rt*pentam‘n Your
impatience to fly to a place which your
imagination has painted to you in colours
{o attractive, {urprifes me not ; I have only
to hope that the livelinefs of younr fancy
may not deceive you: to refufe, would be
to raife it {till higher. To fee my Evelina
happy, is to fee myfelf without a with: go
then, my child, and may that Heaven
which alone can, direct, preferve, -and
ftrengthen you! To That, my love, will
I dallv offer prayers for you' felicity ; O
may it guard, watch over you ! defend you
from danwc‘ fave you from diftrefs, and
keep vice as diltant from your p rfon as
from your heart ! And to Me, may it grant
the ultimate biefling of clofing Lhd(. dwd
eyes in the arms of one fo dear—fo de-
fervedly beloved !
ARTHUR VILLARS,

C2 L-E T
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Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars.

Queen-Ann-Street, London, Saturday, April 2.

H IS moment arrived. Juft going to

Drury-Lane theatre. The celebrated
Mr. Garrick performs Ranger. Iam quite
in extacy. So is Mifs Mirvan. How
fortunate, that he thould “happen to play !
We would not let Mrs. Mirvan reft till the
confented to go; her chief objeftion was
to our drefs, for we have had no time to
Londonize ourfelves ; but we teized her into
compliance, and fo we are to fit in fome
obfcure place, that the may not be feen.
As to me, I thould be alike unknown in the
moft confpicuous or moft private part of
the houfe.

I can write no more now. I have hardly
time to breathe—only juft this, the houfes
and ftreets are not quite fo fuperb as I
expected. However, I have feen nothing
yet, fo I ought not to judge,

Well, adieu, my deareit Sir, for the pre-
fent ; I could not forbear writing a few
words inftantly on my arrival ; though I
{uppofe my letter of thanks for your confent

is ftill on the road,
Saturday
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Saturday Night.

O my dear Sir, in what raptures am I
returned | Well may Mr. Garrick be fo ce-
lebrated, fo univerfally admired —1 had
not any idea of fo great a }.cxmrmur.

Such eafe ! Mm. vivacity in his manne
fuch grace in his motions | Ud fire and
meaning in his eyes [— I could hardly be-
licve he had ftudied a written part, for

every word feemed {poke from the impulfe
of the moment.

His attion—at once fo graceful and fo
free |=—his voice==f{o clear, fo melodious,
yet fo wonderfully various in its tones——
fuch animation !—every look /fpeaks !

I would have given the world to have
had the whole play acted over again. And
when he danced—O how 1 envwd Cla
rinda! 1 'ﬂm()ﬂ; withed to have jumped on
the ftage and joined them.

I am afraid V()U will chink {“(‘ mad
I won’t fay any more; yet I really believe
Mr. Garrick would make you mad too, it

!

{o

ey

2
1
1€

you could fee hir I intend to atk Mrs,
Mirvan to go to t'1€ play every night while
we ftay in town. She is ext cmely kind to

me, and I umm, her charming daughter, is
the fweeteft girl in the world.

I ﬂm’.l write to you every evening all that
pafies in the day, and that in the fame man-
ner as, if I could fee, I thould tell you.

C3 Sunday,
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Sunday.

This morning we went to Portland cha-
pel, and afterwards we walked in the Mall
in St. James’s Park, which by no means
anfwered my expectations + it is a long
ftraight walk, of dirty gravel, very uneafy
to the feet; and at each end, inftead of an
epen profpect, nothing is to be feen but
houfes built of brick. When Mrs. Mirvan
pointed out the Palace to me—I think I
was never much more furprifed.

However, the walk was vegy agreeable
to.us ; every body looked gay, and feemed
pleafed; and the ladies were fo much drefled,
that Mifs Mirvan and I could do nothing
but look at them. Mrs. Mirvan met feve-
ral of her friends. No wonder, for I ne-
ver {aw fo many people- affembled together
before. 1 looked about for fome of my
acquaintance, but in vain, for I faw not
one perfon that I knew, which is very
odd, for all the world feemed there.

Mrs. Mirvan fays we are not to walk in
the Park again next Sunday, even if we
fhould be in town, becaufe there is better
company in Kenfington Gardens. But re-
ally if you had feen how much every body
was drefled, you would not think that pof-

fible,
Monday..
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Monday.

We are to go this evening to a private
ball, given by Mrs. Stanlcy, a very fa-
thionable lady of Mrs. Mirvan’s acquaint-
ance.

We have been a fhopping, as Mrs. Mirvan
calls it, all this morning; to buy filks,
eaps, gauzes, and fo forth.

The ﬂlOpS are really very en tertaining,
efpecially the mercers; there feem to be
fix or feven men belonoma to each fhop,
and every one took- care, bV bowing and
{mirking, to be noticed ; we were conducted
from one to another, and: carried from
room to room, with {fo much ceremony,
thatat firft I was almoft afraid to follow.

I thought I fhould never have chofen a
fitk, for they produced fo many, I knew
not which to fix upon, and they recom-

tended them all fo ftrongly, that T fancy
they thought I only wanted perfuafion ta
buy every thing they fhewed me. And

o 4

indeed, they took fo much trouble, it 1
was almoft athamed I could net,

At the milliners, the ladies we met were

fo much drefled, that I fhould rather have
imagined they were making vifits than pur-
chafes. But what moft diverted me was,
that we: were more fruwcﬁh ferved by
men than by women ; and fuch men! fo
finical, {o affeCted ! they feemed to under-

G ftand

o
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tand every part of a woman’s drefs better
than we do ourfélves; and they recommend-
ed caps and ribbands with anair of fo much
importance, that I wifhed to afk them how
long they had left off wearing them !

The difpatch with which they work: in
thefe great {hops is amazing, for they have
promifed me a compleat fuit of linen a.
gainft the evening.

I have juft had .my hair dreffed.  You
can’t think how oddly my head feels ; full of
powder and black pins, and a great cufbior
on the top of it. I believe you would
hardly know me, for my face looks quite
different to what it did before my hairwas
drefled. When 1 fhall be able to make
ule of a comb for myfelf I cannot tell, for
my hair is' fo much entangled, frizld they
call ity that I fear it will be very difficult.

I am half afraid of this ball to-night, for,
you know, I have never danced but at
{chool ; however, Mifs Mirvan fays there
is nothing in it. ~ Yet I wifh it was over.

Adieu, my dear Sir; pray excufe the
wretched ftuff I write, perhaps I may im-
prove by being in this town, and then my
letters will be lefs unworthy your reading,
Mean time I am,

Your dutiful and affettionate,
though unppolithed,
Everiva,

Poor
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Poor Mifs Mirvan cannot wear one of
the caps fhe made, becaufe they drefs her
hair too large for them.

' i B R el e R
Evelina in conlinuation,

Qgecn-Ann-Stxeet, Aprl 5, Tuefday morning.
HAVE a vait deal tc fay, and fhall give
all this n'rom;ng to my pen. As to | my

plan of wrir?ru every evening the adven-
tures of the day, I find it 1mpra€t1cable

for the diverfions here ate {o very late, that
if I begin my letters after them, I could

not go to bcd at all.

We qul a moft cxtraordmary evening.
A p;”z” ate ball this was czlled, fo Iexp"&cd
to have feen t.tzo‘lr fou: or five Coupie
but, Lord! my dear Sir, I believe I faw
half the world ! Two xCI} large rooms
were full of company; in one, were cards
for the elderly ladies, and in the other; were
the dancers. My mamimra Mirvan, for fhe
always calls me her child, faid the would
fit with Maria and me til. we were provided
with partners, and ther join the card-
pl.wcrs.

The gentlemen, 4 they paffed and re-

C-5 palled,

: y e e
e
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pafled, looked as if they thought we were:
quite at their difpofal, and only waiting
for the honour of their commands; and
they fauntered about, in a carelefs indo-
tent.manner, as if with a view. to keep us
in fufpenfe. I don’t {peak of this in re-
gard to Mifs Mirvan-and myfelf only, but
to the ladies in general ; and I thought it
fo provoking, that I determined, in my own
mind; that, far from humouring fuch airs,
1 would rather not dance at all, than-with
any one who fhould feem to think me ready:
to.accept the. firft partner who would con-
defcend to take me.

Not long after, a young man, who had:
for fome time looked at us with a kind of
negligent impertinence, advanced;-on tip-
toe, towards me; he had a fet.fmile on his
face, and his drefs was fo foppith, that I’
seally believe he even withed to be ftared
at ; and yet he was very ugly.

Bowing almeft. to the grouand, with a,
fort of fwing, and waving his hand with
the greateft conceit, after a thort and filly
paufe, he faid, “ Madam=—may. I prc'.'
fume?”—and ftopt, offering to take my
hand, T drew it back, but could fcarce
“ Allow me, Madam,”
¢{continued he, atfeCtedly breaking off every
half” moment) * the honour and happinf{—s
~if L 2 not fo unhappy as to addrefs youw
'tu_o,

A

forbear laughing

Ll
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too late—to have the happinefls' and ho-
nouy——""
Again he would have taken my hand,

but bowxm my hud, I b egged to be ex-
cufcd and tarned to Mifs Mirvan “to con-
ceal my laughter. Fe then defired to know

if I had alr ready anaoed myfelf to fome
more fortunate man ? 1 faid I\o, and. that
I believed I fhould not dance at all. He:
would keep himfelf, he told me, difen-
gaged, in hopes I thould relent ; and then,
uttering fome ridiculous fpeeches of forrow
and dlizppom ment, thOL. gh his face ftill
wore the fame invari ok fmile, he re-
treated.

It {o happened, as we have fince recol-
lected, that durmo this little dialogue, Mrs,
Mirvan was converlmc with the ]ady of the
houfe. And very foon after another gen-
tleman, who feemed about fix-and. twcnrv
years oId, gayly, but not foppithly, dreffed,
and mdccd extremely han\.,on‘e with an
air of mixed nolztencis and galL.nth de-
fired to know if I was engaged, or would
honour hrn with my hand. So: he was
pleafed to f: Y, Lmuml I am fure I know
not what h onour hL could receive from
me; but thefe fort of c;xpremom, I find,
ire ufed as words of courfe, without any

‘tinﬂlon of perfons, or ftudy of pro-

pncty
€ 6 Well,




Well, I bowed, and I am {fure I colour-

ed ; for indeed 1 was fx'il»)“l"gm‘\ at- the
thoughts of dancing before {o many peop vle,
1 frrangers, and, which was worfey with a
{tranger ; Iowcvcr, that was wunavoidable,
for thouo h I looked round the room feveral
times, 1 could not fee one perfon that I
knew. And fo, he took my hand, and led
me to join in the dance.

The minuets were over before we arrived,
for we were kept late by the milliner’s
making us wait for our things.

He Jeemed very defirous or entering into
{'\_\,mmLLE‘on with me ; but I was 1clz,f=d with
fuch a panic, that I could hardly fpeak a
word, and “’otl ing but the fhame of fo foon

changing my mind, p,avuxfcd my returi-

ing to my feat, and declining to dance at
all.

[ens
1

He appeared to be {urprifed at my ter-
ror, which I'believe was but too apparent :
however, he afked no queftions, though I
fear he muft think it very odd; for I did
not chooie to tk]l him it was owing to my
never before dancing but with a {chool-
giﬂ

His converfation was fenfible and fpirit-
ed; his air and addrefs were open and
noble; his manners gentle, artemvve, mi
infinjtely engaging; his perlon is
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gance, and his countenance the moft ani-
mated and expreflive 1 have ever feen.

In a fhort time we were joined by Mifs
Mirvan, who ftood next couple to us, But
how was'I ftartled, when the whifpered me
that my partner was a nobleman! This
gave me a new alarm; how will he be pro-
voked, thought I, when he finds what a
imple ruftic he has honoured with his
choice! one whofe ignorance of the world
makes her perpetually fear doing fomething
wrong !

That he fhould be fo much my fuperior
every way, quite difconcerted me ; and you
will fuppofe my {fpirits were not much
raifed, when I heard a lady, in paffing us,
fay, * This is the moft difficult dance I
ever faw.”

“ O dear, then,” ecried Maria to her
partmer, “ with your leave, I’ll fit down
till the next.”

So will T too, then,” cried I, “ for I
am fure I can hardly ftand,”

*“ But you muft fpeak to your partner
firft,” anfwered fhe; for he had turned
afide to talk with fome gentlemen. How-

ever, I had not fufficient courage to addrefs

him, and fo away we all three tript, and
feated ourfelves at another end of the room.

But, unfortunately for me, Mifs Mirvan
foon after fuffered herfelf to be prevailed

upon
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upon to attempt the dance; and juft as fhe:
rofe to go, fhe cried, * My dear, yonder is
your partaer, Lord Orville, walking about
the room in fearch of youw.”

“ Don’t leave me, then, deargirl!” cried
I, but the was obliged to go. ~And then I
was more uneafy than ever; I would have
given the world to have {een Mrs. Mirvan,
and begged of her to make my apologies; for
what, thought I, can I poflibly fay for my-
felf in excufe for running away? he muft
either conclude me a fool, or half mad, for
any one brought up in the great world, and
accuftomed to its ways, can have no idea
of fuch fort of fears as mine.

I was in the utmoft confufion, when I
obferved that he was every where feeking
me, with apparent perplexity and furprife ;
but when, at laft, I faw him move towards
the place where I fat, I was ready to fink
with fhame and diftrefs. I found it abfo-
lutely impoffible to keep my feat, becaufe
I could not think of a word to fay for my-
felf, and fo I rofe, and walked haftily to-
wards the card-room, refolving to ftay with
Mrs. Mirvan the reft of the evening, and
not to dance atall. But befcre I could find
her, Lord Orville faw and approached me.

He begged to know if I was not well?
You may eafily imagine how much I was
confufed. I made no anfwer, but hung my
head, like a fool, and Jooked on my fan.

He:
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He then, with an air the moft refpet-
fully fuxo”s afked if he had been fo un-
happy as to offend me ?

*“ No, indeed !” cried I: and then, in
nopLs of changing the difcourfe, and pre-
venting his fuxthcr inquiries, I defired to
know if he had feen the young lady who
had been converfing with me ?

No ;—but would I honour him with my
commands to {ee for her?

* O by no means!”

Was there any other perfon with whom I
withed to {peak ?

L faid #o, before I knew I had anfwered
at all,

Should he have the pleafure of bringing
me any. refrefhment ?

L bowed,, almoft involuntarily., And
away he flew,

I was quite afhamed of being fo trouble-
fome, and fo much above mvfclr as thefe
feeming airs made me appear; but indeed I
was too much confufed to think or a&t with
any confiftency.

If he had not been fwift as lightning,
Edon’t know whether I fhould not havcho-
kn away ugun ; but he returned in a mo-
ment.  When I had drunk a glafs of le-
monade, he hoped, he faid, that I would
again honour him with my h h and, as a new
dance is juft begun, I had not the prefence

of.
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of mind to fay a fingle word, and fo I let
him once more lead me to the place I had
left.

Shocked to find how filly, how childifh
a part I had acted, my former fears of
dancing before {Uuh a company, and with
fuch a partner, returned more forcibly than
ever. 1 fuppofe he leCmVed my uneafinefs,
for he mtu.mi me to fit down again, if
dancing was difagreea 1ble to me. But I was
qulte {atisGed with the folly I had already
fhewn, and therefore decli ined his offer, tho’
I was 1La11y fcarce able to frand.

Under fuch confcious difadvantages, you
may eafily imagine, my dear C1.., how i1l I
acquitted myfelf. But though I both ex-
pe&€d and deferved to find him very mucl

nortified and difpleafed at his ill fortune n
the choice he had made, yet, to my very
oreat relief, he appeared to.be even con-
tented, and very much affifted and encou-

raged me.  Thefe people in hi igh }:f have
too much prefence of mind, 1 believe, to
Jeem difconcer ted, or ov* of hu “mn, Lo\.-
ever they may fe -el: for had I been the per

fon of the moft confequence in the :o,o*'n,
could not have met with more attention an
refpect.

When the dance was over, feeing me fill
very much flurried, he led me to a feat,
faying
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faying that he would not fuffer me to fa-
tigue myfelf from politenefs.

And then, if my capacity, or even if my
{pirits had been better, in how animated a
converfation might I have been engaged !
It was then that I faw the rank of Lord
Orville was his leaft recommendation, his
underftanding and his manners being far
more diftinguithed. His remarks upon the
company.in general were fo apt, fo juft, fo
lively, 1 am almoft furprifed myfelf that
they did not re-animate me; but indeed I
was too well convinced of the ridiculous
part T had myfelf played before fo nice an
obferver, to be able to enjoy his pleafantry :
fo felf-compafiion gave me fecling for others.
Yet I had not the courage to attempt either
to defend them, or to rally in my turn; but
liftened to him in filens embarraffinent.

When he found this, he changed the fub-
je€t, and talked of public places, and pub-
lic performers ; but he foon difcovered that
I was totally ignorant of them.

He then, very ingenioufly, turned the
difcourfe to the amufements and accupa-
tions of the country.

It now ftruck me, that he was refolved
to try whether or not I was capable of
talking upon any fubject. This put {0 great
a confiraint upon my thoughts, that T was
unable to go further than a monofyllable,
and
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and not even fo far, when 1 could poffibly
avoid it.

We were fitting in this marmer, he con-
vetfing with all galety, I looking down with
all foolithnefs, whun tl.at fop who had firft
afked me to ance with a mo[‘c ridiculous
folemnity, upmo“chc d, and after a profound
bow or two, faid, ‘I humbly beg pardon,
Madam,~=and of you too, n,y Lord ~—for
breaking in upon fuch agreeable covveria-
txon-——-v*hlch muft, doubtlefs, be much more
delectable—than what I have the henour to
offer—but—

I mtclrupted him—I blufh for my folly,
—with laughing ; yet I could: not- help it,
for, added to the man’s ftat tely foppxihnefs
(and he actually* took {nuff between- every
three words) when I looked round at Lord
Orville, I faw fuch extreme furprife in his
face, —'tlh caufe of which appeared fo ab-
furd, that I-could not for my life preferve
my grav ity.

I had not laughed before from the time
F had left- Mifs I‘vil"VQ"l, and 1 had much
bettcr have cried thens «Lord Orville ac-
tually ftared at me; the beau; I know not
his name, locked quite enra gred. *“ Refrain

”’}_aia.a, (faid he, with ‘an important
air,)-** a few.moments refrain |=—I have but
a fentence to trouble you with,—May I
know:

A
e
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know to what accident I muft attribute not
having the honour of your hand ?”

“ Accident, Sir!” repeated I, much a-
fronithed.

“ Yes, accident, Madam—for furely,—
I muft take the liberty to obfcrve—-parclon
me, Madam,—it ought to be no common
one——that fhould tempt a lady—fo young a
one too,~—to be guilty of ill manners.

A confufed idea now for the firft time
entered my head, of fomething I had heard
of the rules of affemblies ; but I was never
at one before,—1I have only danced at
fchool,—and fo giddy and heedlefs I was,
that I had.not once confidered the impro-
priety of refufing one partner, and after-
wards accepting another. I was thunder-
ftruck at the recollection : ‘but, while thefe
thoughts were ruthing into my head, Lord
Orville, with fome warmth, faid, *“ This la-
dy, Sir, is incapable of meriting fuch an,
accufation !”

The creature—for I am very angry with
him,—made a low bow, and with a grin the
moft malicious I ever faw, “ My Lord, faid
he, far be it from me to accufe the lady, for
having the difcernment to diftinguifh and
prefer—=the fuperior attraltions of your
Lordfhip.”

Again he bowed, and walked off,

Was ever any thing fo provoking ? I was
ready
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ready to die with fhame. *° What a cox-
comb !1” exclaimed Lord Orville; while I,
without knowing what I did, rofe haftily,
and moving off, “ I can’t imagine, cried
I, where Mrs. Mirvan has hid herfelf !’

“ Give me leave to fee,” anfwered he. I
bowed and fat down again, nct daring to
meet his eyes ; for what muft he think of
me, between my blunder and the fuppofed
preference ?

He returned in a moment, and told me
that Mrs. Mirvan was at cards, but would
be glad to fee me ; and I went immediately.
There was but one chair vacant, o, tomy
great relief, Liord Orville prefently left wus.
T then told Mrs. Mirvan my difafters, and
fhe good-naturedly blamed herfelf for not
having better inftrufted me, but faid the
had taken it for granted that I muft know
fuch common cuftoms. However, the man
may, I think, be fatisfied with his pretty
fpeech, and carry his refentment no farther.

In a fhort time, Lord Orville returned.
I confented, with the beft grace I could, to

o down another dance, for I had time to
recolle&t myfelf, and therefore refolved te
ufe fome exertien, and, if poflible, appear
lefs a fool than I hitherto had; for it oc-
curred to me that, infignificant as I was,
compared to a man of his rank and figure,
yet, fince he had been fo unfortunate as to

make

44
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make choice of me for a partner, why I
fhould endeavour to make the beft of it.

The dance, however, was thort, and he
fpoke very little; fo I had no opportunity
of putting -my refolution in praétice. He
was f{atisfied, I fuppofe, with his former
fuccefslefs efforts to draw me out: or, ra-
ther, I fancied, he has been inquiring who
I was. This again difconcerted me, and
the {pirits I had determined to exert, again
failed me. Tired, athamed, and mortified,
I begged to fit down till we returned home,
which we did foon after. Lord Orville did
me the honour to hand me to the coach,
talking all the way of the honour I had
done bim! O thefe fathionable people!

Well, my dear Sir, was it not a ftrange
evening ? I could not help being thus par-
ticular, becaufe, to me, every thing 1s fo
new. Butit is now time to conclude. I
am, with all love and duty,

Your

EveLina,
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Evelina in continuation.

Tuefday, April g.

HERE is to be no end to the troubles

of laft night. I have, this moment,

between perfuafion and laughter, gathered

from Maria the moft curious dialogue that

ever I heard. You will, at firft, be ftartled

at my vanity ; but, my dear Sir, have pa-
tience !

It muft have paffed while I was fitting
with Mrs. Mirvan in the card-room. Ma-
ria was taking fome refrefhment, and faw
Lord Orville advancing for the {ame pur-
pofe himfelf; but he did not know her,
though fhe immediately recolleed him.
Prefently after, a very gay-looking man,
ftepping hattily up to him, cried, “ Why,
my Lord, -what have you done with your
lovely partner !”

* Nothing I”” anfwered Lord Orville, with
a fmile and a fhrug.

*“ By Jove, cried the man, fhe is the moft
beautitul creature I ever faw in my life 1”?

Lord Orville, as he well might, laughed,
but anfwered, * Yes, a pretty modeft-look-
g girl.”

“O
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“ O my Lord!” cried the madman,
 the is an angel |”

““ A filent one,” returned he.

“ Why ay, my Lord, how ftands fhe as
to that? She looks all intelligence and ex-
preffion.”

“ A poor weak girl!” anfwered Lord
Orville, thaking his head.

“ By Jove,” cried the other, *“ I am
glad to hear it !”

At that moment, the fame odious crea-
ture who had been my former torment,
joined them, Addrefling Lord Orville with
great refpect, he faid, I beg pardon, my
Lord,—if I was—as I fear might be the
cafe—rather too fevere in my cenfure of the
lady.who is honoured with your protetion
—but, my Lord, ill-brceding is apt to pro-
voke a man.”

“ Ill-breeding ! cried my unknowa
= 6C - .1 1 ~ -
champion; .~ impoffible! that elegant face

can never be {o vile a matk !”

** O.Sir, as to that,” anfwered he, *you
muft allow me to judge; for though I pay
all deference to your opinion=—in other
things,—yet I hope you will grant—and I
appeal to your Lordfhip alfc—that I am
not totally defpicable as a judge of good or
ill manners.”

I was fo wholly ignorant,” faid Lord
Orville grayely, *“ of the provocation you

mighs

e

e et
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might have had, that I could not but be
furprifed at your f{ingular refentment.”

“ It was far from my intention,” anfwer-
ed he, “ to offend your Lordfhip; but
really, for a perfon who is nobody, to give
herfelf fuch airs,~I own I could not com-
mand my paffions. For, my Lord, though
I have made diligent enquiry—I cannot
learn who fhe is.”

““ By what I can make out,” cried my
defender, *‘ the muft be a country parfon’s
daughter.”

“"He! he! he! very good, ’pon ho-
nour !”* cried the fop,—* well, fo T could
have fworn by her manners.”

And then, delighted at his own wit, he
laughed, and went away, as I fuppofe, to
repeat it.

“ But what the deuce is all this ?” de-
manded the other.

“ Why a very foolith affair,” anfwered
TLord Orville; *“ your Helen firft refufed
this coxcomb, and then—danced with me.
This is all I can gather of it.”

““ O Orville,” returned he, “ you are a
happy man!—But, 7/[-bred ?—1 can never
believe it! And fhe looks too fenfible to be
ignorant.”

“ Whether ignorant, or mifchievous, I
will not pretend to determine, but certain
it is, the attended to all 7 could fay to her,
though

3
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‘ Ha! ha! ha! why there’s fome genius
in that, my Lord, though perhaps rather—
ruftick.”

Here Maria was called to dance, and fo
heard no more.

Now tell me, my dear Sir, did you ever
know an )y thing more provoking ? ““ 4 poor
girl!” 5 /;".».(/4.7,»'1.( or mifchievous ! ”?
1t m,rnf} ing words! Pm refolved,
however, that [ will never again be tempted
to go to an affembly. I with I had been in
Dorfetfhire.

Well, after this, you will not be furprifed

that Lord Orville contented himfelf with
an enquiry after our healths this nom'mr
by his 1(1\" int, without troubling himfelf to
cally as Mifs Mirvan had told-me he would:
but perhaps it may be only a country cuf-
tom.

I would not live here for the world. 1
don’t care how foon we leave town. Lon-
don foon grows tirefome. I with the Cap-
tain would come, Mrs, Mirvan talks of

VoL, l§ D the
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enjoying

!
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in the world. 1 lz':;z-: to perfuade Mrs.

Mirvan to go again on Saturday. I wifh

the opera was every ur?* It is, of all
g = >

entertainments, th(' fwee Ll., and moft de-

ichtful. Some ¢ s {eel C

- e
my VC!‘;{ {foul.

who Luﬂ.uiu; o

fru'lf ;ﬂ‘*-o‘zt me thould be there=——but I

Thur{day morning.
Well, my dear Sir, we went to R;:ne-
lagh, ltisa charming place, and the bril-
lian dy of the lights, on my firft entrance,
made me almoft thm.x I was in fome in=
chanted caftle, or fairy palace, for all looked
like magic to me.
The very firft perfon I faw was Lord
Orville.
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fufed I==but he did
tea, Mrs. Mirvan being

‘ T,n ftanding
: : ; ftanding
orcheftra, n‘c./ too, ftopt to hear
He bowed to me ; I courtfied, and

We foon walked on,

I am {ure I coloured.

not liking our fituation ; however, he did
not iuhow us, and when we paft by the

1 gl

ftra again, Ir(* was gone. P mmutdq
e c(m.m (i the eveni we met him
vs with {fome

J 1
tho when-

ever fpo.i'

1 ~eAt 1Y eUeC Lea
ed to meet my €yes, i€ Coi-
J J ?

% R = , S S ) &

but be hurt at the opinion he
me. t IS tx»:l-'c, my own be-
s 3 hi v el a
irred it—vet he is himfelf the
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ipen this now.  Well, 1 can’t lzc’;}) =
I think I have ;

1orning was deftined for
‘/(‘ bts, aultions, curiov 11 ps, and {o for
but my head ached, n:‘i 1 was not in a hu-
mour to be amufed, and fo I made them
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i ; g0 without ma, t]m_ugn very unwillingly.
: They are all kindnefs.

And now I :m forry I did not accompany
them, for I krow not what to do with my-
o felf. 1 had refolved not to go to the play
to-night ; but [ believe . T fhall. In fhort,

I hardly care ,[ Ctll(l I do or not
Pe % ¥ % * #*% -z(é

1 thought I a: d done wrong ! Mrs. Mir-
van and Mara have been half the town
i over, and fo entertained l—while I, like a

fool, ftayed at hcme to do nothing. And,
at an auétion in Pall-Mall, who thould they
Al meet but Lod Orv lle! He fat next to
Mrs. Mirvan, and they talked a great deal

together bLt fhe gave me no account of

the converfation.

% I may never have fuch another opportu-
g nity of feeing London;; [ am quite iorry
that I was not of the party ; but I deferve
this mortificaton, for having indulged my

1ll-humour.

i Thur{day night.

We are jut returned from the play,
which was King Lear, and has made me
S T
e very fad. W: did not fee any body we

knew.
Bt Well, adiey, it is too late to write more.

Friday,
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Friday.

Captain Mirvan is arrived. I have not
fpirits to give an a nt of his introduc-
tion, for he has hocked me. 1 do

3
not like him. He feems to te furly, vul-

gar, and difagreeable.
Almoft the fame moment that Maria was
prefented to him, he began fcme rude jefts

upon the bad fhape of -her nole, and called
her a tall, ill-formed thing. She bore it
with the utmolt good-humoar; but that
kind and  f{weet-tempered wvoman, Mrs,

'y o R | A Aarma
van, deferved a better lot I am amaz-

kine
Iv
ed fhe would marry him.

For my own part, I have been fo fhy,
that I have hardly {poken to him, or he to
me. I cannot imagine why the family was
fo rejoiced at his return. If he had fpent
his whole life abroad, I fhould have fup-
pofed they might rather havebeen thankful
than forrowful. However, I hope they do
not think fo ill of him as I de. At leaft, I
am fure they have too much prudence to
make it known.

Saturday night.

We have been to the opera, and I am
ftill more pleafed than I wa; on Tuefday.
I could have thought myfef in paradife,
but for the continual talking of the com-
pany around me. We fat in the pit, where
£ 3 every
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{5l performance, my eyes would |
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fufficient entertainment from looking at the

fikd ladies.
! I was very

’ Captain, for h\ C

! or fi and was e

it obfervations on both. /he

j over, we went into a place callec

& room, where ladies as well a: lemen

' affemble. There are all forts nr refrefh-
ments, and the company walk about, and

hat, with the fame eafe and freedom as in

1 a private roonl.

H On Monday we go to a ridotto, and on

: Wednefday we return to Howard Grove.

¢ The (,aptam fays he won’t ftay here to be

Smoked with f’//y any longer; but, having
been feven years | fmaked with a burning f///
he will retire to the country, and fink into
a fair-weather chap.
i Adieu,

my dear Sir,
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T'uef{day, April 12.
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fl came home from the ridotto fo
late, or rather, fo carly, that it was

not poflible fol me to \,r ite. Indeed wedid
ot go, you wiil I": ihphtmc’(l to hear it,——

‘ ck : but m,bod does.
. reverfe of the order of ns.iure!

1

and wake with the

The room was very magnificent, the
lights and decorations brilliant t, and the
company' gay and fplendid. But I fhould
have told you, that I made very many ob-
jections to being of the party, according to
the refolution 1 had formed. However,
Maria lat ;cd me out of my fcruples, and
{fo, once again—I went to an affembly.
Mifs Mirvan danced a minuet, but I had
1ot the courage to follow her example. In
our walks I faw Lord Orville. He was quite
alone, but did not obferve us. Yet, as h
{feemed of no party, I thought it was no
impoflible that he might join us «and tho’
did not with much to dance at all,—yet, as 1
was more acquainted with him than MLL .my
D4 ther

o

—ys
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; L€l \/ imn
him, than

3 - { 3
{ure, afrer

b) w ‘f U1 L 1

?.lhs Mirvan was foon en
prefently after, a very fafhionable, gay-
tooking man, who feemed about 30 years
of age, 'xddr {fed himfelf to me, 'md beg-
ged to have the honour of dancing W’ltfl
me. Now Maria’s partner was a gentleman
of Mrs. Mirvan’s acquaintance ff)r fhe had
told us it was highly 1mp‘op“' for young
women to dance with {trancers, at any
public- afl fembly. Indeed it V;m by no
means my wifk fo to do; yet I did not like
to confine myftlf from dancing at all; nei-
ther did T dare refufe this gentleman, as 1
had done Mr. Lovel, and then, if any ac-
QLm'nmnc' fhculd offer, 'wcept him: and
fo, all thefe re:fons combining, induced me
to tell him—yet 1 bluth to write it to you !
—that I was already engaged ; by wi hich I
meant to keep myfelf at Tiber rty to dance or
not, as matters fhould fall out.

I fuppofe my confcioufnefs betrayed my
artifice, for helooked at me as if mc.cdu-
lous
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lous; and, inftead of being fatisfied with
my anfwer, and leaving me, according to
my expect: ation, he walked at my fide, and,
with the greateft eafe i;nag;imblc, began a
converntlon in that free ftyle which only
belongs to old and intimate acquaintance.
But, what was moft })‘O\()lxlﬂr he afked
me a thoufand queftions concerning z‘fe
partner to whom I was. engaged. And
laft, he faid, ““ Is it rea lly poﬁu;lc mat a
man whom you have, honouted with your
acceptance, can fail to be at hand to profit
from your goodne ‘s A ;

I felt extremely foolith, and be ﬁm“i Mrs.
Mirvan to lead to a f\u, which fhe very
obligingly did. The Captain fat next
her, “and, to my great furprife, this gentle-
man thowrht proper to follow, and feat
him{elf next to me.
“ What an infenfible!” continued he,
why, Madam, you are mi‘i‘f:ng the moft
delightful dance in the world! The man
muit be c;:'h r mad, or a i ),) —Which do
you incline to ti 11.wi~.’ him youtfelf

¢ Neither, Sir,” anf{wered 1 in fome con-
fufion.

He begged my pardon: for the freedom
»f his fuppofition,- fayi
oif my guard, from afto \?{'R"x‘mu that any

man can be {fo much and { )\.m,(w 1taab::/
1115 own enemy. But wh:re, Madam, can
D ; he

(19

ying I. really was
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he pomblv be ?—has he left the room f=—=
or lms not he been in it ?”

Ind':td, Sar.2 ) fai d I peevithly, ‘S
know nothing of him.

‘I don’t wonder that you are difconcerted,
Madam, it is really very provokuw The
beft part of the ev ening will be abfo lutely
loft.  He deferves not that you fhould wait
for him.”

¢ I do not, Sir,” faid I, * and I beg you
not to —_—

Mo"t‘fv ng,indeed, Madam,” interrupt-
ed he, “a Lv{y to wait for a gentleman |—O
fiel—-carelefs fello '\V"'"What can detain hlm
~—Will you give me leave to feek him ?”

¢ If you pjchk Sir,” anfwered I, quite
terrified left Mrs. I\mrv an fhould attend to
him, for fhe looked very much furprifed at

{eeing me enter into converfation with a
i‘cmnoe,.

« With all my heart,” cried he; “ pray
what coat has he on?”

¢« Indeed I never looked at it.”

“ Qut upon him!” cried he; “ What!
did he addrefs you in a coat not worth look-
ing at ?=—What a thabby dog !’

liow ridiculous ! I really could not help
laughing, which, I fear, encouraged him,
for he went on.

“ Charming creature!—and- can you
reallv bear. ill ufage with {fo much {weetnefs ?

%
= dan



—Can you, like

in the midft
part, though
my 1nd |
kick the Icll(;w
indeed,—(hefita
at me,) ) Un,mc ¢
your own creating ?

1 was dreadfully abathed, and c uld not

make any anfwer.
(13

7\1“ "f)’:” cried

rapinesch il A
“»’u‘.[ Jf] n cannot D

I turned

real difguft. Mr Mirva fz\. my con

fion, but was pcrphvm 1 ‘.'.‘lm'.’. to think of it, i

and I could not explain to her th aufe ‘
eft the (,',; ain fhould hear me [

11

1
i€
£
1(
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as T could, without obferving him, he fud-
i denly ftamped his foot, and cried out, in
a paffion, ** Fool ! idiot ! bo \w'

I turned haftily toward him: “ O Ma-
dam,” continued he, ** forgive my vehe=
‘ mence, but I am diftra &ed to think there
thould exift a wretch who can flight a blef-
A fing for which I wou uld forfeit my life I—
i O that T could but meet him !=—=I would

pmdfm me,

@

{rnon Pt
10001 =—=—D1lL

* nA
v 1y2{]

_’v;'rk"dlﬂ, nl, peall

injuries a

' 1 bcg:m to apprehe s a madman,
‘ and ftared oft aftonifh-
ment. : Madam,™

ature '— but d on’t

in, I am indeed
; “,——i entreat you, mof
treat you ¢ o be eafy.
d faid I very ferioufly,
uft mﬂ”c upon your leaying me; yoa
t be

o .

faid he, * ge nerous cre

bb alar "‘:(‘., I am
i :

®

Jove
(44

s

on

i
5 )
1\

o are qui'e a ftraneer to me, and I am both
B 3 3

.4 unuic;l, nnd averfe to your language and
;r,'{;z’ | your manners. 34

& This feemed to have fome effe€t on him,
o Fe made me a low bow, begged my
el pardon, and vowed he would not for the

world offend me.
b . 7
: ““ Then, Sir, you muft leave me,” cried I.

£ a5 § am_gone, P‘.“ hm 1 a




away, a quick pace, out of fight in a mo-
ment ; but before I had time to congratu-
late lh\hh, he was again at my elbow.

*“ And could you really let me 0, and not
be forry ?=Can you fee me fuffer torments
mC\pxe“mle and yet retain all your favour
for that mifcreant who - flies you ? — Un-
grateful puppy !=—1I could baﬁ’mdo him [’

““ For Heaven’s fake,” my dear, cried
Mrs. Mirvan, *“ who is he t*'l ing of ?”

Indeed=—1I do not know, Mada m,
faid I, “ but I with he would leave me.”

““What’s all that there ?” cried the Cap-

tain,

The man made a low bow, and faid,

‘ Only, Sir, a flight objection which this
young lady 'nakes to dancing with me; and
which I am e 1deavouring to obviate. I fhall
think myfdf grea Iy honoured, if you will
intercede mr me.’

* That lady, Sir,” faid the Captain
coldly, * X

S )t
is her own miftrefs.” And he
walked fulle nly on.

“ You, Madam,” faid the man, /who
looked Lwlmhtcd to Mrs, Mirvan,) ° you,
I hope, wil il have the goodnefs to fpeak forn
e’

““ Sir,” anfwered fhe gravely, “I have
not the plemurc of being acquainted with
you.”

- I hope when you have, Ma’am,” cried

he,

e ———r s
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you will honour me
your Cppl’ L\u\,l,, but, while 1
tnown to you, 1UW ould be truly ge

bus in you to countenance mec; and,
Madam, that you will not

b
to repent 1g."
with an embarrafled air,
mea ‘1, Sir, to

e bw what, Mndm
moved, why a but ¢

<« Well, Sir,” faid Mr s, Mirvan, (vr"h
a good- humomed fmiley) © I will even trea
you with your own D]n iefs, and try what
effeé that will have on y:,J . 1 muft there-
fore tell you, once for all, —"

“0O pwrdon me, Madam !’ interrt 1ptec he
eagerly, = you m uft not IﬂOxLC'l with thofe
words, once for if I have been too
plain, a and thfmt h J man, - deferve a rebuke,
dear ladies, that if you. ¢o),

1
i

71l 5 no,

rcmcmbex
you ought, n Ju{hu‘ to cxmfe me.
We both ftared at the man’s fira
haviour.

¢« Be nobler than your i€
he, turning to me, ‘¢ honour

dance, and m"c up the 1ng
39

merited io il your pa 1tience.
Mrs. Mirvan looked with afto

!
V)

1 1 (5 9.9
DOt \\I‘O (A\(,ﬁ ¢
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O Madam!

not worth me
ever thoug

h
exiftence. One dan
mit me, madam, the honour of
lady’s hand ; it will be a favour
moft gratefully acknowledge.”

“ 8ir,” anfwered fhe, * favours and
ftrangers have with me no conne&tion.”

“If you have hitherto,” faid he, * con-
fined your benevolence to your intimate
friends, fuffer me to be the firft for whom
your charity is enlarged.”

Well, Sir, I know not what to {ay to
you,~—but—

He ftopt her #ut with fo many urgent
entreaties, that fhe at laft told me, I ‘muit
either go down one dance, or avoid his
importunities by returning home, I hefi-
tated which alternative to chufe ; but thi
impetuous man at length prevailed, and
was obliged to confent to dance with him.

And thus was my deviation from truth
punithed ; and thus did this man’s deter-
mined boldnefs conquer,

lain ] L .
exclaimed he, * he was

a3 ke ?
D1 was
t
he AF

P
N

g
§

During the dance, before we were too
much engaged in it for converfation, he
was extremely provoking about my pariner,
and tried every means in his power to make
me own that I had deceived him ; which,
though I would not fo far humble myf{elf,
was, indced, but too obvious,

1115

Lord
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I ord Orville, 1 funch did not dance at

. he feemed to have a large acquat int-
w‘:c, and joined f¢ feveral u,y nt parties :
but you will eafily iup sofe I was not much
i p leafed to fee lx m, 1n a few minutes after
"‘31' il I was gone, valk towards the pmae I had
7 ik juft lLil, 971 bu\/V to, and join Mrs, Mir-

i van !

3 How unlucky I thought myﬁlf that 1
2 had not longer wi ithftood this firanger’s
2 1“npoxmn‘ms‘ The moment we had gone

down the dance, I was haftening away from
¢ him, but he ftopt me , and faid “that 1 could
it hy no means return to my party, without

before we had dene our duty

g1ving offence,
no-

i
f af walking ig up the dance. As 1 know
! was ob 10@1
ther uneafy, for he took
e
are thofe xovclv eyes perpetually averted 2’
v §

thing at ¢ all of thefe rules and cuftoms, 1
ob } ged to {fubmit to his direc tions ; but

I fancy 1 looked ra
notice of my inattention, faying, in his
free way, W hence that anxiety r-——-‘why
¢ 1 with you W(‘uld “W no more to me,
Sir,” (cried I peev ithly) “ you Imu, already
d*i.mycd all my ha 7})11]”{\3 for this even-

. s
gt o g %< Good Hea ven! what is it Ilwavc done?
A4 —How have I merited this fcorn ¢

i ¢ Y ou have tormented me to death; you
£ have forced me from my friends, “ad'in-

‘ truded y omi&f upon me, againit my will,

for a m tner.;
Surely,




be il’; '.‘w‘r"'
Of .1,}\“““/‘" - )
an ;mgu—-nuw do you think
fuch contempt ?”

“ If 1 have offended you, cried I, ycu
have but to leave me—and O how I wifth
you would !”

“ My dear creature,” (cried he, half

1

laughing) * why where could you be edu-

- 333
cated ?
8 YRTE i T Ay G oo ] aiily T na
Where I moit fin cerely wiily L now
’3’

was

* How confcious you muft bey all beau-
tiful that you are, that thofe clamm,ng airs
ferve only to hcm}.:f:n the bloom of your
comp%xmn i

“ Your freedom, - Sir, w"xcre

more acquainted, may pe Nw' s b
agreeable ; but to me—-"

You do me juitice,”

1 are

e}

you ¢
ve lefs di

pess;

e,” “(cried I";‘"‘, inter-
rupting me) ““ yes, I do indeed improve
upon acquaintance ; yod will hereafter be
quite charmed with me.’
¢ Here Jf[u, Sir, 1 hom I thall never—

¢ O huth !=—huth !—have you forgot
the ﬁuwtnn in which I found you ?=—Have
you forgot, that when deferted, I px.uu_d
you,—when betrayed, I adored you ?2~—but
for me=———"

But




! - ““ His prefence 3.“-—“11@’2"'11‘_‘»1‘)5 then you {ee
by

i
4 Heaven’s fake
a1

‘,1 SN reteh, Sirrto i

¢ “ Q, avery favage == {neaking,.{hame-
il faced, defpicable puppy !”

5 I know not what bewitched me,—but
i my pride was hurt, and my {pirits were
tired, and=—in fhort—1 had the folly, look-
ing at Lord Orville, to repeat, “ Defpica-
ble, you think ?”

His eyes inftantly followed mine;; “ why,
is that the gentleman ?”

I made no anfwer; I could not affirm,
and I would not deny; for I hoped to be
relieved from his teizing, by his miftake.

al | The very moment we had done what he
1 1 called our duty, I eagerly delired to return
R to Mrs. Mirvan.

; To



.l‘ my a
L 1 d uﬁ\ 11 ies '1 I now

VPR 1A
€,.L0 avoia

nv{'—‘l‘ to

may reient my aetaining youw : 1. you wiil

mvc me leave to afk his couicmm-”

¢ Not for the univerfe.”

* Who is he, Madam ?”
I w1fhed myfclf a hundred miles off. He
p_‘.tcd his queftion, *“ What is his

6L NT ] 1 B Gl Y 99
Nothi n(‘—~n.onmv —] don’t know.~—
]

folemnity ;
How !=—not know ?—Give me leave,
my dear madam, to recommend t"?s cau-
tion to you ; never dance in public with a
ftranger, —with one whofe n: m"j\)u are
unacquainted with,~—who may bea mere ad=
\’ClltUl‘C.,"‘"l man of no character,~—confi-
der to what impertinence you may expofe

yourfelf,”

He affumed a moft in nportant {

144
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Was ever any thing {o ridiculous ¥ I
1d not help laughing, in fpite of my

could

inftant, Mrs. Mirvan, followed

Lord Orville, walked up to us. You
1 eafily believe 1t was not difficult for

to recover my gravity ; but what was
onfternation, when this firange man,
tined to be the fcourge of my artifice
exclaimed, * Ha! my Lord Orville ==
oteft I did not know your Lordihip.
hat can 1 fay for my ufurpation ?—Yet,
faith, my Lord, fuch a prize was not t0 be
neglected.”

My fhame and confufion were unfpeak-
able. Who could have fuppofed or fore-
feen that this man knew Lord Orville! But
falfehood is not' more unjuftifiable than un-
fafe.

Lord Orville—well he might,—locked
all amazement.

“ The philofophic coldnefs of your
Lordthip,” continued this odious. creature,
¢ every man is not endowed with. 1 have
fed my utmoft endeavours to entertain this

P!
W

uft
lady, though I fear without fuccefss and
your Lordthip would be not a little flatter-
ed, if acquainted with the difficulty w hich
attended my procuring the honour of only
yne dance.” Then, turning to me, who
was finking with fhame, while Lord Or-

ville

o]



ville {o
aftonif
faying, ink .
n,_y reluctance to religi
your Lordfhip I

In the fame inftant, Lord Orville
it of him ; I coloured violently, and made
an effort to recover it. *° You do me too
much -honour, Sir, cried he,” (with an air
of gallantry, prefling it to his lips ere he
let 1t m}()) £ f. wever, 1 fhall be happy to
profit i “this ” (turning to Mrs,
l\v_hl» I me fto LLLL Ior 1.\,1’
party.”

I'o compel him thus to dance, I could
not endure, and eage: 1} called out, “ By
no means,—not for the world |—I muit
beg - <

* Will you honour me, Madam, with
your commands,” cried my tormentor;
¢ may 7 feek the lady’s party ?”

“ No, Sir,” anfwered I, turning from
him.

* What fball be done, my dear,” faid
Mrs. Mirvan ?

“ Nothing, Muw’am ; — any thing, I
mean ——?

¢ But do you (1L.CC, or not? you fee
his Lordfhip waits.”

I hope not,—I beg that—I would not
for the world—I am fure I ought to—tc—"
I could
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onident
ether. or

rd Or-

1is mean’?

[ -1 (e
ora Uk
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< N |1 "It
N¢ m, I —only—only I
: did not know that gentleman,——and fo,—

—1 intended—I1—"

that had pafied
;e my mort

y
and {o I thought
Yverpowered by all
] h to m

fpirits quite failed me,

a
i and I burft into tears.
| o %

: They all feemed fhocked and a

&l < VW hat is the matter, my ¢

4l cried Mrs.Mirvan, with the kind
1 T BY)

ik ¢ 38 hat have I done P> excl

genius,and ran offi
: .

Fowever, a hint
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s relievec

:1‘1171(.(1 .T ifs Lv irvan, who
ly to me; while Lord Orville,
the mot Mrs. Mirvan had taken thL
water, hd my tori mentor aw ny

(34

._j

depart. i,m'd )1'vii e and that man both

1rit :th an attention I
l: d metoa
ed

no

i

i1l

-

L O
fhed to have made

but was too much

athamed.

It was abeut ont

Mir-

van’s fervants {:

And now,—what a ver tempt
me to an affembly ? I dread to hear what
you wil think ()r' lic, ny moft dear and

honoured
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partiality to receive me without difplea-
iure.

This morning Lord Orville has fent to
enquire after our healths: and Sir Clement
Willoughby, for that, I find, is the name
of my },L.mwt) has called : but I would
not go down fun 5 t11] he ms gone.

A nd now, my dear Sir, 1 can fomewhat
"C(()Ul it for the m.‘m pnow«.m'j and ri-
diculous condu& of thm Sir Clement laft
night ; for Mifs Mirvan fays, heis the very
man with whom fhe heard Lord Orville
converfing at Mrs. Stanley’s, when I was
{poken of in fo mortifying a manner. He
was plmﬁd to fay he was glad to hear 1
was a fool, and therefore, 3 {uppofe, he
concluded he might talk as much nonfenfe
as he pleafed to me : homu'fr’ I am very
indifferent as to his opinion ; — but for
Lord Orville,—if then he thou ;h: me an
idiot, now, I am fure, he muft believe me
both bold and pufummr- Make ufe of
his name !—what 1mpertinence l—he can
never know how it happened,—he can only
imagine it was from an excefs of vanity :=—
wul however, I fhall leave this bad city
to-morrow, and never again will I enter
it !

The Captain intends to take us to-night
to the Fantocini. I cannot bear that Cap-
tain ; 1 can give you no idea how grofs he
15,
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is. I heartily rejoice that he was not pre-
fent at the difagree onclufionof yefter-
day’s adventure, for I am fure he would
have contributed to my confufion; which
might perhaps have diverted him, as he
feldom or never {miles but at fome other
perfon’s expence.

And here I conclude my London letters,
~—and without any regret, for I am too in-
experienced and ignorant to conduét my-
felf with propriety in this town, where every
thing 1s new to me, and many things are
unaccountable and perplexing,

Adieu, my dear Sir; Heaven reftore me
fafely to you! I with I was to go imme-
diately to Berry Hill ; yet the wifh is un-
grateful to Mrs. Mirvan, and therefore I
will reprefs it. - I fhall write an account of
the Fantocini from Howard Grove. We
have not been to half the public places that
are now open, though I dare fay you will
think we have been to all. = But they are
almoft as innumerable as the perfons who
fill them
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Evelinag in continuation.

Queen- Ann-ftreet, April 13:

OW much will you be furprifed, my

deareft Sir, at receiving another let-

ter irom London of your Evelina’s writing !

But, believe me, it was not my fault,

neither is it my happinefs, that' I am ftull

here: our journey has been poftponed by

an accident equally unexpected and dii-
agreeable.

Ve went laft night to fee the Fantocini,
where we had ‘infinite entertainment from
the performance of a little comedy, in
French and Italian, by puppets, fo admi-
that they both aftonifhed
all, except the Captain,
| moft prejudiced hatred

rably managed,
and diverted us
who has a fixed anc
of whatever is not Englifh.

When it was over, while we waited for
the coach, a tall elderly woman brufhed
quickly paft us, calling out, ¢ My God !
what thall T do ?”

“ Why what would you do,” cried the
Captain.

“ Ma foi, Monfienr,” anfwered fhe, |
have loft my company, and in this place 1

don’t know nobody.”
There
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There was fomething foreign in her ac-
cent, though it was difficult to difcover
whether fhe was an Englith or a French
woman. She was very well drefled, and
feemed fo entirely at a lofs what to do, that
Mrs. Mirvan pr”OiLd to the Captain to

1"1 ner.

“ AMft her!” cried he, * ay, with all
my heart ;—Ilet a link-boy call her a

was not one to be had, and it rain-

exclaimed the firanger,

"'hm {hall b“"omg of me ? Fe fuis au dé

Dear Sir,” cried Mifs | “\/I”'”m, < pr ay

let us mke the pom‘ 12 dv into our coach.
]

2

»

etter for tlur " an,wcred
voman of the town,

33

Mirvan, ¢ and indeed
(flitruﬂl‘d, that we m;:;l
dcn rule, if we carry

he :
“You are mmi ity fond of new. acquaint-

ance,” returned he, *“ but firft let us know
if fnf* be éulﬂ’) our way.

Jpon enquiry, we found that fhe livecl
in Oxford Road, ::nd, after l me difput

t
-9 1’
he Captain, furlily, and with a very h_d

Py =
e OTacse
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;)-:;c;" confented to admit her into l\i‘;
«ch 5 though he foon convinced us, tha

Iar: was determined the fhould not be too

m uch ob‘{z‘ ed to him, fm he {fee: m\ ab-

folutel upon quarr lling anh her 1

(it x‘“t, I can affign

for \“mc‘
no other re that fhe .11‘/pealcd to

be a foreigner
The converfation began, by her telling

us, that fhe had been in E noland only two
days; that the m’nclamen L'ﬂ'mmnﬁ to her
were Parifians, “and bad left er to {ee for

haFLnLy coach, as her own carr! jage was
and 1‘01t fhe had waited iox them
e frightened, and concluded

f‘/w*:‘7c
LL1 1€1vES

uOI’\)L-.u ’
till the was quite

that they had lof
“ And pray,”’ iml the Captain, < why

did jyou go to a pub blic place without an
Engli "mt:‘; 1 r”
% ﬂM foiy S
none of my
“ Why thm

what ; your beft wa

nf\uud the, bocaufc
aconamtana is in town.’

faid he, “ I’ll tell you
y is to go out of it

yom(ui
< pardie, Monfieur,” returned the, ““and

fol ﬂull for, 1 promife you, I think the
Englith a p&lcd of brutes; and I’ll go
back to France as fattas I can, forI would
not live among none of you.’

“Who wants you ?”’ cried the Captain;

 do you fuppofe, Madam French, we have
not
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not enough of other nations to pick our
pvd\u» al ready ? I'll warrant you, there’s

39

no ICC(I (A you ior to I,‘Hf in your oar.

23 i to . Qi r
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wanted to pick j - pockets no more than
I do; and I'll p ife you, you’d be fafe
enough. But th no nation under the

fun can beat the Englith for il}-po;mntié:
for my part, I hate the very {ight of them,
and fo I fhall only juft V‘ht a pcx'il.;/n of
quality or two, of my partict
ance, and then 1 fhall go Lud; again to

7 o
22

lar acguaint-
1

Ay, do,” cried he, *“ and then go

to the devil together, for that’s the httc{t

voyage for the rench and the qua laty .

“ We’ll take care, however,” cried the
ftranger, with great vuhcmcncz, * not to
admit none of your vulgar, unmannered
Englifh among m.

““O never fe: ir,” (returned he cooly) “ we
fhan’t difpute the point with you ; you and
the quahty may have the devil all to your-
felves.”

Defirous of changing the fubjeé of a
converfation which now became - very alarm-
ing, Mifs Mirvan called out, ** Lord, how
flow the man drives !”

“ Never mind, Moll,” faid her father,
“ I’ll warrant you he’ll drive fuft enough to-

3 3 NMOITow,
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morrow, when you’re going to Howard

¢« T Howard Grove!” exclaimed the
64 s Hiiots Ths o ebex o b
tra why, mon Dicu, do you Know
Lady Howard ?”

o gl J

“Why, what if we do ?” anfwered he,
i ““ that’s nothing to you; fhe’s none of your
quality, I’ll promife you.”

4l “ YWho told you that?” cried the, ““ you
i know nothing about the matter; be-
A you’re the ill-bredeft perfon ever I
i ind as to your knowing Lady How-
f I don’t believe no fuch a thing; un-
il indeed, you are her fteward.”

%1 ! ;i he Cz‘xpmin,“fwcaring terribly, faid,
i | . with great fury, * you would much fooner
éq it 5 bc‘Ea!?f:n for her wath-woman,”

i " Her wath-woman, indeed !=——Ha, ha,

bt | ha l==why you han’tno eyes; did you ever
{ee a wafh-woman in fuch a gown as this ?
—befides, I’m no fuch mean perfon, for
P’m as good as Lady Howard, and as rich
too; and befides, I’'m now come to Eng-
land to vifit her.”

 You may fpare yourfelf that there
trouble,” faid the Captain, ** fhe has pau-

1“ i pers enough about her already.”

& | Paupers, Mr. I=—no more a pauper
j~ ! than yourfelf, nor fo much neither y—but
‘ : you’re are a low, dirty fcllow, and I fhan’t
1 ftoop to take no more notice of you.”

¢ Dirty
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“ Dirty fellow ! (exclaimed the Captain,
feizing both her wrifts) * hark you, Mirs.
Frog, youd beft hold your tongue, for I
muft make bold to tell you; if you don’t,
that I fhall make no ceremony of tripping
you out of the window ; ‘and there you may
Lie in the mud till fome of your Monfieurs
come to help you out of it.”

Their encreafing paffion ‘quite terrified
us 3 and Mrs. Mirvan was beginning to
remonftrate with the Captain, when we
were all filenced by what follows.
““ Liet me go, villain that you are, let me
go, or I'll promife you Tl get you put to
prifon for this ufage ; Pm no common per-
fon, I affure you, and, maz foi, Tll g0 to
Juftice Fielding about you; for Pm a
perfon of fafhion, and 'l make you know
it, or my name i’ n’t Duval.”

I heard no more: amazed, frightened,
and unfpeakably fhocked, an involuntary
exclamation of Gracious Heaven ! efcaped
me, and, more dead than alive, I funk into
Mrs. Mirvan’s arms.- But let me draw a
veil over a fcene too cruel for a heart fo
compaflionately tender as yours; it is fuf-
ficient that you know this fuppofed fo-
reigner proved to be Madame Duval,~—the
grandmother of your Evelina |

O, Sir, to difcover fo near a relation ina
woman who had thus introduced herfelf 1—

E 4 what




L6 Ei Vel Er i T8 N7 A

at would become of me, were it not for

wil
you, my protector, my friend, ‘and my re-
tuge ¢

i‘wy extreme concern, and Mrs, Mirvan’s
furprife, immediately b trayed ~me. - But

I will not ih;)clz you with the manner of her
acknowledging me, or the bitternefs, -the

,gw/L [s——f dnnut otherwife exprefs mylelf,,

~—with which fhe {POJ\.L of thofe unhaof‘y
paft tranfattions you have fo. pathet cally
related to me,  All the mifery of a much-
injured pare nt dear, though never feen,,
rwrutttd Lhourrh never l\nown crowded fo
t\)rubly upon iny memory, that they ren-
dered this interview—one only excepted——
the moftaffliGing I can ever know.

‘When we {toPL at her lodgings, fhe de-
fired me to accompat / her-into the houfe,
and faid fhe could eafily procure a room for
me to fleep-in. Alar rmed and trembling, I
turned to Mrs. Mirvan, My ¢ Mughtcr,
Madam,” faid that fweet woman, *‘ cannot
fo quptlv part with: her' young friend 3
you muit allow a little time to wean them
from each other.”

ot Pamon me, Ma’am,” anfwered Ma-
dame Duval; (who, from the time of her
being know n fomewhat foftened her man-
ners) ¢ Mifs can’t poﬁbly DL {o nearly con-
neced to this child as I am.’

¢ No matter for that,”” cried the Cap-
tain,

3
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tain, (who ef pouﬁ d my caufe to fatisfy his
own pique, though an nv'k‘vmd apology
had paffed b(‘t\vc:n them) ¢ the was fent to
us, and fo, d’ye fee, we don’t chufe for to
part with her.”

I promifed to wait upon her at what time
fhe pleafed the next day, and, after a fhort
debate, the defired me to kadx\fujt with her,

and we proceeded to (qun Ann-Street.

What an unfortunate adventure ! I could
not clofe my eyes the whole night. A
thoufand times 1 withed I had never left
Berry Hill; however, my return thither
fhall be accelerated to the utmoft of my
power; and, once more in that abode of
tranquil happinefs, I will {uffer no te mpta-
tion to allure me elfewhere.

Mrs. Mirvan was fo kind as to accom-
pany me to Madame Duval’s houfe this
morning. The C: too, offered his
fervice, which I de fz'o:n a fear the
fhould fuppofe [ mean altd

She frowned moft terribly upon Ixus
Mirvan, but fhe received me with
tendernefs as I believe 1

feeling, Indeed, our meeting feems

to have affected her; for wi 4 overcome
by the variety of emotions which the fight
ef her occafioned, I almolt fainted in her
arms, the burft into tears 1dy- & Leet

a fecond
time I’

me not lofe my poor d
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time1” This unexpeed bumanity foftened
me extremely ; but fhe very foon excited
my warmeft indignation, by the ungmtci’hl
meéntion the made of the beft of men, my
dear, and moft generous benefattor. How-
ever, grief and anger mutually gave way to
terror, upon her avowing the intention of
her vifiting England was to make me re-
turn with her to France. This, fhe faid,

¥ was a plan fhe had formed from the inftant
B {he had heard of my birth, which, fhe pro-
8| tefted, did not reachher ears till I muft have

! been twelve years of age; but Monfieur
I Duval, who, fhe declared, was the worft
j hufband in the world, would not permit
her to do any thing fhe wifhed: he had
been dead but three months, which had
gt been employed in arranging certain affairs,
i that were no fooner fettled, than fhe fet off
i for England. She was already out of
' mourning, for fhe faid nobody here could
tell how long fhe had been a widow.

She muft have been married very early
in life; what her age is, I do not know,
but the really looks to be lefs than fifty.
She drefles very gaily, paints very high,
and the traces of former beauty are ftill
i very vifible in her face.

i [ know not, when, or how, this vifit
would have ended, had not the Captain
called for Mrs. Mirvan, and abfolutely ir«
2 filted
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filted upon my mmmmg her. He is be-
come, very fuddenly, fo warmly my friend,
that I quite dread his om(,ommls Mrs.
lirvan, however, whofe principal ftudy
feems to be hmnngthom wounds which her
hufband infliéts, appeafed Madame Du-
val’s wrath, by a Vcry polite invitation to
drink tea and {pend the evening here. Not
without  great difficulty was the C‘.pmm
p‘“"aikd upon to defer his journey fome
time longer ; but what could be done? it
would have been indecent for me to have
quitted town the very inftant I difcovered
that Madame Duval was in it; and to have
{tayed here folely under her prote&tion—
Mrs. Mirv van, thank Heaven, was too kind
for fuch a thought. ‘Fhat fhe thould fol-
low us to Howard Grove, I almoft equally
dreaded ; it is, therefore, determined that
we remain in Lopdon ’ror fome days, or a
week : [h“ll b the Captain has declared
that the o/d 1 .-/.me bag, as he is pleafed to
call her, fhall fare never the better for it.
My only hope, is to get fafe to Berry
Hill ; where, counfelled and fheltered by
you, I fhall have nothing more to fear.
Adieu, my ever dear and moft honoured
Sir ! T fhall have no ha wppinefs till I am a-
gain with you !

&
]
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M. Villars to E

Berry Hill, April 16.

N the belief and hope that my Evelina

would ere now have bid adieu to Lon-
don, I had intended to have deferred Writ-
ing, till I heard of her return to Howard
Grove; but the letter I have this moment
received, with intelligence of Madame Du-
val’s arrival in England, demands an im-
mediate an{wer.

Her journey hither equally grieves and
alarms me : how much did I pity my child,
when I read of a difcovery at once fo un-
expected and unwifhed ! I have long dread-
ed this meeting and its confequence; to
claim you, feems naturally to follow ac-
knowledging you: I am well acquainted
with her difpofition, and have for many
years forefeen the conteft which now threat-
€ns us.

Cruel as are the circumftances of this
affair, you muft not, my love, fuffer it to
deprefs your i}ltiz'lts-, remember, that while

1 te it to your fer-
vice; and, for future ti I will make
fuch provifion as fhall {cem to me moft
conducive to your future happinefs. Se-
cure

life is lent me, I will d
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cure of my prote&ion, and relying on my
tendernefs, let no apprehenfions of Madame
Duval difturb your peace ; conduét your-
felf towards her with all the refpet and
deference due to {o near a relation, remem-
bering always, that the failure of duty on
her part, can by no means juftify any ne-
glect on yours : indeed, the more forcibly
you are ftruck with improprieties and mif-
conduct in another, the greater thould be
your obfervance and diligence to avoid even
the fhadow of fimilar errors. Be careful,
therefore, that ho remifinefs of attention,
no indifference of obliging, make known
to her. the independence I aflure you of
but when fhe fixes the time fc ¢
England, truft to me the tafk of refufing
your attending her : difagreeable to myfelt
I own it will be, yet to you, it would be
umproper, if not impoflible,

In regard to her opinion of me, I am
more forry than furpriled at her determined
blindnefs ; the palliation, which fhe feels the
want of, for her own conduc, leads her to
feek for failings in all who were concerned
in thofe unhappy. tranfactions which {he has
fo much reafon to lament. . And this, as it
is the caufe, fo we muft, in fome meafure,
confider it as the excufe of her invetes
racy.

How grateful to me are your withes. to
return

3
or her I(fzwmrg'

£
i
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return to Berry Hill! your lengthened ftay
in London, and the diffipation in which I
find you are involved, fill me with uneafi-
nefs : I mean not, however, that I would
have you fequefter yourfelf from the party
to which you belong, fince Mrs. Mirvan
might thence infer a reproof which your
youth and her kindnefs would render inex-
culable. I will not, therefore, enlarge up-
on this fubjet, but content myfelf with
telling you, that I {hall heartily rejoice when
I hear of your fafe arrival at Howard Grove,
for which place I hope you will be prepar-
ing at the time you réceive this letter.

I cannot too much thank you, my beft
Evelina, for the minutenefs of your com-
munications ; continue to me his  indul-
gence, for I {hould be miferable if in igno-
rance of your proceedings.

How new to you is the fcene of life in
which you are now engaged,-——bulls——pl:&ys
———operas——-ridottOSv—Ah, my child ! at your
return hither, how will you bear the change?
My heart trembles for your future tran-
quillity.—Yet T will hope every thing from
the unfullied whitenefs of your foul, and
the native livelinefs of your difpofition.

I 'am fure I need not fay, how much more
1 was pleafed with the miftakes of your ine
experience at the private ball, than-with

the attempted adoption of more fathio:
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manners at the ridotto. But your confufion
and mortifications were fuch as to entirely
filence all reproofs on my part.

I hope you will fee no more of Sir Cle-
ment Willoughby, whofe converfation and
boldnefs are extremely difguftful to me. I
was gratified by the good-nature of Lord
Orville, upon your making ufe of his name,
but T hope you will never again put it to
fuch a trial,

Heaven blefs thee, my dear child, and
grant that neither misfortune nor vice may
ever rob thee of that gaiety of heart which,
refulting from innocence, while it confti-
tutes your own, contributes alfo to the fe-
licity of all who know you !

ARTHUR VILLARS,

E

L'ET TE R XVE
Ewvelina to the Rev, My, Villars.

Queen-Ann-ftreet, Thurfday morning, April 14,
EFORE our dinner was over yefter-
day, Madame Duval came to tea:
though 1t will leflen your furprife, to hear
that it was near five o’clock, for we never
dine till the day is almoft over. Shewas afked
nto another reom, while the table -was

cleared,
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cleared, and then was invited to p:rtakc of

She was attended by a French gentleman,,
whom fhe introduced by the name of Mon-
fieur Du Bois : Mrs. Mirvan received them
both with her ufual politenefs; but the
Captain looked very much {pleafed, and,
after a thort fi

ar
lence, very fternly faid to
Madame Duval, ¢ Pray who afked you to
bring that there {park with you o

“"0,” cried the, “ I never go no-where
without him.”

Another fhort filence enfued, which was
terminated by the Captain’s turning roughly
to the foreigner, and faying, * Do you
know, Monfieur; that you’re the firft
Frenchman I ever let come into my houfe?”

Monfiear Du Bois made a profound bow.
He fpeaks no Englifh, and underftands it
fo imperfeétly, that he might, poflibly,
imagine he had received a compliment.

Mrs. Mirvan endeavoured to divert the
Captain’s ill-humour, by ftarting new {ub-
jects ; but he left to her all the trouble of
’iupporting them, and leant back in his
chair in gloomy filence, except when any
apportunity offered of uttering fome farcafm
upon the French. Finding her efforts to
render the evening agreeable were fruitlefs,
Mrs. Mirvan propofed a party to Rane-
lagh. Madame Duval joyfully confented
to
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to it, and the Captain, tho’ he railed againft
the ‘i(iipatiun of rh\: women, did not op=
pofe it, and therefore a and I ran up
ftairs to drefs ourfelves.

Before we were ready, word was brough
us, that Sir Clement Willoughby was in
the drawing-room. He in trmi'uCcd himfelf
under the pretence of enquiring Qi‘:c. H
our healths, and entered the room with the
eafy air of an old acquaintance ; th()-bg—n‘
Mrs. Mirvan confefles ‘that he feemed em-
b"ll?ﬁ(‘(., when he found how coldly he

was received, not only by the Captain, but
by herfelf.

I was extremely  difconcerted at the
thoughts of feeing this man again, and did
not go down f’talrs till I was called 1o tea,
He was then deeply engaged in.a difcourfe
upon French manners wnh Madame Duval
and the Captain, and the fubject feemed fo
entirely to engrofs him, that he did not, at
firft, obferve my entrance into the room.
Their converfation - was fupported with
great vehemence; the Capmm roughly
malmdmmrr the 1upulomy of the Englifh
in every pxrtxcuh and Madame Duval
warmly refufing to d“OW of it in DY W hile
Sir Clement e3 cltcd all his powers of argu-
ment and of ridicule to fecond and f1 1uwth~
en M.atcv °r was advanced by the Captain :
for he had the fagacity to difcover, that he
could
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.‘T;_v‘!‘ ing the 1
i to make M Duval his enemy: and
(i) indeed, in a very fhort time, he had reafm
J’s to congratulate himfelf upon his {fuccefstal
g difcernment.
i As {oon as he faw me, he made a mdt
{ refpectful bow, and hoped 1 had not fuf-
i fered from the fatigue of the .ridotto 1
, W made no other anfwer than a flight inclira-
i tion of the head, for 1 was’ very much
i d afhamed of that whole affair.  He then re-
i turned to the difputants, where he managed
g the argument {0 {kilfully, at once provck-
i ing Madame Duval, and delighting the
6l Captain, that I could not forbear admirng
i his addrefs, thoughl condemned his {ub-
bl tlety.  Mrs. Miryan, dreading fuch viokn
! antagonifls, attempted frequently to change
4 the fubjects and the might have fucceeded,
but for the interpofition of - Sir Clemunt,
£ who would not fuffer it to be given up, aind
i; ¥ fupported it with fuch humour and fafre,
i that he feems to have won the Captan’s
f‘;’;:‘ heart; though their united forces fo enrazed
st i and overpowered Madame Duval, thatihe
b really trembled with paffion.
¥ I was very glad when Mrs. Mirvan faid
| it was time to be gone. Sir Clement aofe
to take leave; but the Captain very cor-

dially invited him to join our party : he bad
an



up to have that j

Some little conf
our manner of f{
offered Madame Duv:
and propofed that we fo 1l
go all together : however, this fhe rejected,
declaring  fhe would by no means go fo far
without a gentleman, and wonder ¢
lite a lady could make Jo Eng!,
Sir Clement Willoughby {aid
was waiting at the door, ar
know if it could be of any ufe.
at laft, decided, that a hackney-coach fhould
be called for Monfieur Du Bois and Ma-
dame Duval, in which the Captain, and,
at his requeft, Sir Clement, went alfo;
Mrs. and Mifs Mirvan and I had a peace-
ful and comfortable ride by ourfelves.

I don’t doubt but they quarrelled all the
way ; for when we met at Ranelagh, every
one {feemed out of humour: and, though
we joined parties, poor Madame Duval was
avoided as much as poffible by all but me,
and I did not dare quit her for an inftant:
indeed I believe the was refolved I fhould
not, for fhe leant upon my arm almoft all
the evening.

The room was fo very much crowded,
that, but for the uncommon afliduity of Sir
Clement Willoughby, we fhould not have
been




le to procure a box (which is the
sven to the arched receffes which are
ciated for tea-parties) till half the
-ompany had retired. As we were taking

pofleffion of our places, {fome ladies of Mrs.
Mirvan’s acquaintance ftopped to fpeak to
her, and perfuaded her to take a round with
them. When fhe returned to us, what
was my furprife, to fee that Lord Orville
had joined her party ! ‘The ladies walked
on; Mrs. Mirvan feated herfelf, and made
a flight, though refpe&ful, invitation to
Lord Ogville to drink his tea with us,
which, to my no fmall confternation, he
accepted. ‘

I felt a confufion unfpeakable at again
feeing him, from the recolletion of the ri-
dotto adventure : nor did my fituation lef=
fen it; for I was feated between Madame
Duval and Sir Clement, who feemed as
little as myfelf to defire Lord Orville’s pre-
fence. Indeed, the continual wrangling and
il-breeding of Captain Mirvan and Ma-
' dame Duval, made me bluth that I belong-
| ed to them. And poor Mrs. Mirvan. and
her amiable daughter had fill lefs reafon
to be fatisfied.

A general filence enfued after he was
feated : his appearance, from different mo-
tives, gave a univerfal reftraint to every
body. What his own reafons were for ho-

nouring



02
e |

nour?nrf us with his com pany, 1 cannot
imagine, m'z’-:f?:, inde ed, he had a curiofity
to anv whether I {h ‘.u‘d invent any new
impertinence conce rnirg him.

The firft ipecch was made by Madame
Duval, who faid, * It’s quite a fhocl nm"r
thing to fee Lxmes conie to 10 genteel a place
as Ranelagh with hats on; It has a mon-
ftrous vulgm look : T can’t think what they
wear them for. There’s no fuch a thing to
be feen in Paris.”

“ Indeed,” cried Sir Clement, “ I muft
own myfelf no advocate for hatsy; I am
forry the ladies ever invented or adopted fo
tantalizing a fathion; for, where there is
beauty, Iny only iuve to fthade it, and where
there is none, to excite a moft unavailing
curiofity. I fancy they were originally worn
bv fo*m 5o'mg and whimfical coquet.”

‘ More likely,” anfwered the Captain,

¢ they were invented t by fome wrinkled old
}“1;;, who’d a mind for to keep the young
fellows in chace, let' them be never fo
weary.”

I don’t know what you may ‘'do in
England,” cried Madame Duval, * but I
know in Paris no woman need p’t b° at fuch

a trouble as that, to be taken very genteel
DOtIC(_ of.”

‘W hy, will you pretend for to fay,” re-
turned the Captain, * that they don’t dil-
tinguifh




94 B YYE EFN A
tinguifh the old from the young there as
well as here ?”

“ They don’t make no diftinguifhments
at all,” faid the; *“they’re vaftly too po-
lite.”

« More fools they!” faid the Captain,
{neeringly.

“ Would to Heaven,” cried Sir Cle-
At ment, < that, for our own fakes, we Eng-
lithmen too were bleft with fo accommo-
i dating a blindnefs I’
 Why the devil do you make fuch a
prayer as that ?» demanded the Captain:
¢ fem are the firft foolith words I’ve heard
you fpeak ; but I fuppofe you’re not much
ufed to that fort of work. Did you ever
make a prayer before, fince you were a
bR

{niveler ¢

i “ Ay, now,” cried Madame Duval,
< that’s another of the L111p011t611<:ﬁb3 of you

Englifh, to go to talking of fuch things as

that: now in Paris, nobody never fays no-

thing about religion, no more than about
olitics.”

“ Why then,” anfwered he, “it’s a fign
they take no more care of their fouls, than
of their country, and fo both one and to-
ther go to old Nick.”

¢« Well, if they do,” faid fhe, * who's
the worfe, fo long as they don’t fay nothing
about it? it’s the tirefomeft thing mn the
world

<c
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world to be always talking of them fort of
things, and nobody that’s ever been abroad
troubles their heads about them.”

““Pray then,” cried the Captain, “ fince
you know fo much of the matter, be fo good
as to tell us what they do trouble their heads
about ¥——hay, Sir Clement! ha’n’t we a
right to know that much ?”

“ A very comprehenfive queftion,” faid
Sir Clement, * and I expect much inftruc-
tion from the lady’s anfwer.”

““ “Come, Madam,” ‘continued the Cap-
tain, *‘ never flinch ; fpeak at once; don’
ftop for thinking.”

““ I affure you I am not going,” anfwered
fhe; * for as to what they do do, why
they’ve enough to do, I promife you, what
with one thing or another.”

* But what, what do they do, thefe fa-
mous Monfieurs 2’ demanded the Captain;
*“can’t you tell us?
drink P=~=or P~—or are they jockies P~
or do they {pend all their time in fummer-
ing old women ?” ;

“ As to that, Sir,~but indeed I tha’n’t
trouble. myfelf to anfwer fuch a parcel of
low queftions, fo don’t afk me no more
about it.”  And then, to my great vexa-
tion, turning to Lord Orville, fhe faid,
 Pray, Sir, was you ever in Paris ?*’

He only bowed.

do they game?-——or
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“ And pray, Sir, how did you like it

This cmzﬁ:;ﬂ/_:v;’}gﬁ:'c que ftion, as Sir Cle-
ment would have called it, though-it made
him fmile, alfo made him hefitate ; how-

ever, his anfwer was expreflive of his ap-

'111‘(‘)‘[‘)thi()r‘1. il ‘
[ thoweht you would like it;-Sir, be-
caufe you look o like a gentleman. . As to
the Caprain, and as to that othet gentle-
man, why they may very well not like what
they don’t know: for I fuppofe, Sir, you
: was never abroad ?”’
5 ““ Only three years, Ma’am,’
Sir Clement, drily.

“ Well, that’s very furprifing! I thould
never have thouoht it: however, I dare fay
you only kept company with the Englith.”

2

anfwered

y
¢ Why prav. who fhould he keep coms
¥ Ptays :

pany with 2 cried the Captain: “ what, 1
fuppofe you’d have him athamed of his own
nation, like fome other people, not a thou-
fand miles off; on purpofe to make his own
nation athamed of him.”

¢ I’m fure it wou’d be a very good thing
if you’d go abroad yourfelf.”
L “ How- will you make out that, hay;
ik Madam? come, pleafe to tell me, where
would be the good of that?

“ Where! why a great deal. They’d
make quite another perfon of you.”

# What, I fuppofe you’d have me learn
io to
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to cut capers ?—and drefs like a monkey ?
~—and palaver in French gibberifh ? —hay,
would you ?—And J:*-.'du, and daub, and
make myfelf up hm fome other folks ?”

“ I would have you learn to be more
politer, Sir, and not to talk to ladies in

fuch a rude, old-fathion way as this. You,
Sir, as have been in Paris” (again addrefi-
ing herfelf to Lord Orville) “ can tell this
Enchﬂl gentleman how he’d be defpifed, if
he was to talk in fuch an ungenteel manner
as thlS, before any foremmb. Why there
isn’ta hair-drefler, nor a fhoe-mzker, nor
nobody, that would n’t blufh to be in your
company. 2 ,

Why look ye, Madam,” anfwered the
Captain, “‘ as to your hair- pinchers nnd
fhoe-blacks, you may puff off their ma
ners, and wduome and I am heartily glad
you like ’em fo er; but as to me, fince
you muft needs make fo free \)f )o’ ir advice,
I muft e’en tell you, I never kept company
mrh any fuch gentry.

¢ Come, ladies and gentlemen,” faid

b -
I),;rr Mirvan, * as many of you as have

9"<:an tea, I 1 m»m to walk with me.” Maria

zmd I itarted up inftantly ; Lord -Orville
llowed 3 and I queftion whether we were
not half lounu the room ere the angry dif-
putants knew that we had left the box.
As thg-hufband of Mrs. Mirvan had
Vor. F borne
®

3



EV EL I NA

i

borne fo large a (hare in this difagreeable al-
tercation, Lord Orville forbore to make
any comments upon it; {o that the fubjet
was immediately dropt, and the converfa-
tion became calmly fociable, and politely
chearful, -and, to every body but me, muft
have been highly agreeable :=—but, as to
myfelf, I was fo eagerly defirous of making
fome apology to Lord Orville for the im-
ertinence of which he muft have thought
me guilty at the ridotto, and yet fo utterly
unable to affume fufficient courage to ipeak
to him concerning an+affair in which 1 had
{fo terribly expofed myfelf, that I hardly
ventured to fay a word all the time we were
walking. JBefides, the knowledge of his
contemptuous opinion, haunted and difpi-
rited me, and made me fear he might pof-
{ibly mifconftrue whatever I thould fay..‘So
that, far from enjoying-a converfation that
might, at any other time, have delighted
me, 1 continued filent, uncomfortable, and
athamed. O Sir, fhail T ever again involve
myfelf in fo foolith an embarraffiment? I
am fure that if 1 do, I fhall deferve yet

greater mortification. -
We were not- joined by the reft of the
arty til we had taken three or four turns
round the room, and then, they were {o
quarreliome, that Mrs. Mirvan complained
of being fatigued, and propofed going
home.

P
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home. * No one diffented.” Lord Orville
Joined another party, having firft made an
offer of his fervices, which the gentlemen
declined, and we proceeded to an outward
room, where we waited for the carriages.
It was fettled that we thould return to town
in the fame manner we came to Ranelagh,
and, accordingly, Monfieur Du Bois hand-
ed Madame Duval into a hackney-coach,
and was juft preparing to follow her, when
fhe fcreamed, and jumpt haftily out, de-
claring the was wet through all her clothes,
Indeed, upon examination, the coach was
found to be in a difmal condition; for the
weather proved very bad, and the rain had,
though I know not how, made its way into
the carriage.

Mrs, Mifs Mirvan, and myfelf, were al-
ready difpofed of as ‘before ; but no fooner
did the Captain hear this account, than,
without any ceremony, he was fo civil as to
immediately take pofiefiion of the vacant feat
in his own coach, leaving Madame Duval
and Monfieur Du Bois to take care of them-
felves. As to Sir Clement Willoughby,
His own' chariot was in waiting,

I' inftantly begged permiffion to offer
Madame Duval my own place, and made a
motion to get out; but Mrs. Mirvan ftop-
ped me, faying that I fhould then be ob-

¥ liged
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liged to return to town with only the fo-
reigner, OfF Sir Clement.

& () never mind the old Beldame,” cried
the Captain ““ fhe’s weather-proof, T’ll an-
fwer for her; and befides, as we are all, I
hope, Englifb, why the’ll meet with no worfe
than fhe expects from 677

“ 1 do not mean to defend her,” faid
Mrs. Mirvan; © but indeed, as fhe belongs
to our party, we cannot, with any decency,
leave the place, till the is, by fome means,
accommodated.”

« 1,ord, my dear,” cried the Captain,
whom the diftrefs of Madame Duval had
put into very good humour, “ why fhe’ll
break her heart, if (he meets with any civi-
lity from a filthy Englithman.”

Mrs. Mirvan, however, prevai’icd, and
we all got out of the coach, to wait till
Madame Duval could mect with fome bet-
ter carriage. We found her, attended by
Monfieur Du Bois, ftanding amongft the
{ervants, and very bufy in wiping her ne-

gligee, and endeavouring to {ave it from
being ftained by the wet, as {he {aid it was
a new Lyon’s filk. Sir Clement Willough-
by offered her the ufe of his charict,. but
fhe had been too much piqued by his rail-
lery to accept it. We waited fome time,
but in vain, for no hackney-coach could be
procured. The Captain, at laft, was per-
fuaded
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fuaded to accompany Sir Clement himfelf,
and we four females were handed into Mrs.
Mirvan’s carriage, though not before I\/'a-
dame Duval had mhmd upon our maki ng
room for Monfieur Du bo“, to which the
Captain only confented in pxpfcremc to
being, incommoded by him in Sir Clement’s
chariot.

Our party drove off firt, We were fi-
lent and unfociable ; for the difficulties at-
tending this arrangement had made every
one languid and fatigued. Unfociable,
muft own, we continued; but very fhort
was the duration of our 11.an\, as we hwl
not proceeded thirty yards, ere every voice
was heard at once,~—for t'm coach bxol
down! I fuppofe we C'\PP‘L ded of cour
that we were all half killed, h’ the violen

fhrieks that feemed to:

-1 @

G

I p. “-, u.,
The chariot

ground, . w
i"}c, by Si
i D/;] 1\—4 1T
not wait to |
in his arms back to Ranelagh.
He u:]mrui very L.unblly if I was not
hurt by the accident ? I aflured him I was
F 5 perfetly
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perfe@tly fafe, and free from injury, and

perl
s

defired he would leave me, and return to
the reft of the party, for 1 was very uneafy
to know whether they had been equally
fortunate, He told me he was happy in
being honouréd with my commands, and
would joyfully execute them; but infifted
upon firlt conduéting me to a warm room,
as 1 had not wholly efcaped being wet. He
did not regard my objeétions, but made me
follow him to aa apartment, where we
found an excellent fire, and fome company
waiting for carriages. I readily accepted a
feat, and then begged he would go.

And go, indeed, he did ; but he returned
in a moment, telling me that the rain was
more viclent than ever, and that ke had
fent his fervants to offer their affiftance, and
acquaint the Mirvans of my ficuation. I
was very mad that he would not go him-.
felf ; but as my acquaintance with him was
fo very flight, I did not think proper to
urge him contrary to his inclination.

Well, he drew a chair clofe to mine, and,
after again enquiring how I did, faid, in a
low voice, * You will pardon me, Mifs
Anville, if the eagernefs I feel to vindicate
myfelf, induces me- to fnatch this oppor-
tunity of making fincere acknowledgments
for the impertinence with which I torment- -
ed you at the laft ridotto. I can afiure you,
' Madam,,
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Madam, I have been a true and forrowful
penitent ever fince; but—=fhall I tell you
honeitly what encouraged me to i

He ftopt; but I faid nothing, for I
thought inftantly of the converfation Mifs
Mirvan had overheard, and fuppofed he
was going to tell me himfelf what part Lord
Orville had borne in it; and really I did
not wifth to hear it repeated. Indeed, the
reft of his fpeech convinces me that fuch
was his intention 3 with what view, I know
not, except to make a merit of his defend-
ing me.

*“ And yet,” he continued, ‘‘ my excufe
may only expofe my own credulity, and
want of judgment and penctration. I will,
therefore, merely befeech-your pardon, and
hope that fome future time ??

Juft then, the door was opened by Sir
Clement’s fervant, and I had the pleafure
of fecing the Caprain, Mrs, and Mifs Mir-
vam, enter the room.

** O ho,” .cried the former, ¢ you have
got 2 good warm birth here; but we fhall
beat up your quarters. Here, Lucy, Moll,
come to the fire, and dry your trumpery.
But, hey-day,—why where’s: old Madam
French ??

“ Good God,” cried I, * is not Madame
Duval then with you ?”

¥ With me! No;—thank God.”

F 4 I was:

A. 103
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T was very uneafy to know what miglit
have become of her, d, if they would
have fuffered me, 1 ﬂmu‘d have gone out
in fearch of her myfelf; but all the fervants
were d lifpatched to find her, and the Cap-
tain faid we might e very fure her Fremch
bean would take care of her.

We waited fome time wnhont any tid-
ings, and were foon the only party mn the
room. My uneafinefs encreafed fo m uch,
that Sir Clement now made a voluntary of-
fer of feeking her. However, the fame
moment that he opened the door with this
defign, fhe prefented herfelf at it, att ended
by b Tonfieur Du Bois.

¢ I was this inftant, 1 dam,” faid he,
coming to fee for you.”

“ You are 'nmhty good, truly,” cried

n“

f‘xe, “ to come when all the mifchief’s
over,

She then entered,—~in fuch a condition
—entirely covered with mud, and in fo
great a rage, it was with di Hlmlty fhe could
{peak. We all exprefied our concern, .and
offered our affiftance,——except the Captain ;
who no fooner bmdd her, than he burft
into a loud laugh.

We cnueavomcd by our enquiries and
condolements, to prevent her attending to
him ; and fhe was, for fome time, {o wholly
engroffed by her anger and her diftrefs, that

we

(<€
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we fucceeded without much trouble. - We
begoed her to inform us how this accident
had happened. ““How ! repeated the,—why
“it was all along of your all going away,
—and there poor Monfieur Du Bois—but it
was n’t his fault,—=for he’s as bad off as
me.”

All eyes were then turned to Monfieur
Du Bois, whofe clothes were in the fame
miferable plight with thofe of Madame
Duval, and who, wet, fhivering,. and dif-
confolate, had crept. to the fire.

The Captain laughed yet more heartily 3,
while Mrs. Mirvan, athamed of his rude-
nefs, repeated her enquiries to Madame
‘Duval ; who anfwered,. *“ Why, as we were
a-coming along, all in the rain; Monfieur
Du Bois was-fo obliging, though I’'m fure
it was an unlucky obligingnefs for me, as
to lift me up in:his arms, to carry me over
a place that was ancle-deep in mud; but
inftead-of my being ever the better for it,
juft as we were in the worlt part,~—I’m fure
1 with we had been fifty. miles off,—for,
{fomehow or other, his foot flipt,—at leaft,
I fuppofe {fo,—though I can’t think how it
happened, for ’'m no fuch great weight,——
but, however that was, down we both came
together, all in the mud ; and the more we
tried to get up, the more deeper we got
covered wish the naftinefs,—and my new

T

Pt

On-S»
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Lyon’s negligee, too, quite {poilt l~=how-
ever, it’s well we got up at all, for we
might have laid thm till now, f“r aught
you all cared ; for nobody never came near
'L'lQ bR}

This recital put the Captain into an ex-
tacy ; he went from the ladv to the gentle-
man,, and from the gentleman to Lhc lady,
to enjoy altern: itely the fight of their dif-
trefs. He really fhouted with pleafure ; and,
fhaking Monfieur Du Bois [‘rrenuouﬂy by
the ha nd wifhed him joy of having feuched
Lnglifh gromd and then he held a candle
o Madame Duval, that he rmghr have a
more complete view of her difz ﬁer, declar-
ing ‘epe“tuﬂy, that he had never been bet-
ter pleafed in his life.

’1(1(, rage of poor Madame Duval. was
‘unfpeakable; fhe dathed the candle out of
his | han d, ftamped upon the floor, and, at
laft, fpatin his face.

his altion feemed immediately to ecalm
them both, as the joy of the C.aptam was
converted into refentment, and the'wrath of.
Madgme Duval into fear; for he put his
hands upon her fhoulders, and gave her fo
wiclent a fhake, that fhe fereamed out for
help ; affliring her,. at the fame time, that
if. fhe had been one ounce lefs old, or lefs
ugly, fhe fhould have had it all returned on.
Yer own face,
3 Monficus:

o
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Monfieur Du Bois, who had feated him-
felf very quietly at the fire, approached:
them, and expoftulated very warmly with
the Captain ; but he was neither underftood
nor regarded, and Madame Duval was not
releafed, till fhe quite fobbed with paf-

? fion.

When they were parted, I entreated her
to permit the woman who has the charge
of the ladies cloaks to aflift in drying her
clothes ; fhe confented, and we did what
was poflible to fave her from catching cold.
We were obliged to wait in this difagreeable
fituation near an hour, ere a hackney-coach
eould be found s and then we were difpofed:
in the fame manner as before our accident.

I am going this morning to fee poor
Madame Duval, and to enquire after her
health, which 1 think muft have fuffered
by her ‘laft night’s misfortunes; though,
indeed, fhe feems to benaturally ftrong and
hearty.

Adieu, my dear Sir, till.to-morrow,

N
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Evelina in continuation.

Friday Morning, April 15s.

£ 1R Clement- Willoughby called here
S yefterday at noon, and Captain Mirvan
invited him_.to dinner. -For my part, L
{pent the day. in a manner.the moft uncom-
fortable imaginable.

I found Madame Duval at. breakfaft in
bed, though Monfieur Du Bois was in the
chamber ;. which fo.much aftonifhed me,,
that I was, involuntarily, retiring, without
confidering how: odd an appearance, my re-
would have, when Madame Duval
ed me back, and laughed. very heartily
ignorance of foreign cuftoms.

The converfation, however, very foon
sook a more ferious turn; for fhe began,.
with great bitternefs, to inveigh againft the
barbarous brutality of ‘that _fellow the Captain,.,
and the horri

3

p ke
]
(™

yorrible ill-breeding of the Englifhs
in general declaring fhe fthould make her

Alg

efcane with all expedition from {o beaftly a

amented, very mournfully, the fate:
¢, Lyon’s filk, and protefted fhe had.
- have parted with all the reft of her

:
wardrobe,
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wardrobe, becaufe it was the firft gown fhe
had bought to wear upon leaving off her
weeds. - She has a very bad cold, and Mon-
fieur Du Bois.is fo hoarfe, he can hardly
ipeak.

She infifted upon my ftaying with her all
day, as fhe intended, fhe faid, to introduce
me to fome of my own relations. I would
very fain have excufed myfelf, but fhe did
not allow me any. choice.

Till the arrival of thefe relations, one
continued- feries of queftions on her fide,
and of anfwers on mine, filled up all the
time we pafled together. Her curiofity was
infatiable ; fhe enquired. into every action
of my life; and every particular that had
fallen-under my obfervation, in the lives of
all I knew. Again, fhe was fo cruel as to
avow the moft inveterate rancour againft the
fole benefactor her deferted child and grand-
child have met with; and fuch was the in.
dignation her ingratitude raifed,” that I
would actually have quitted. her prefence
and houfe, had. fhe not, in a manner. the
moft peremptory, abfolutely. forbid me.
But what, good Heaven ! can induce her to
fuch-thocking injuftice? O my friend and
father! I'have ne command of myfelf when
this fubject is ftarted.

She talked very much of taking me to
Raris, and faid I greatly wanted the polifh
of
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of a French education. She lamented that
T had been brought up in the country,
which, fhe obferved, had given me a Very
Gumphirsifb air.  FLOWEVET, the bid me not
defpair, for fhe had known many girls,
much worfe than me, who had become very
fine ladies after afew years refidence abroads.
and fhe particularly infranced a Mifs Polly
Moore, daughter of a chandler’s-thop wo-
man, who, by an accident not worth relat-
ing, happened to be fent to Paris, where,.
from an awkward, ill-bred girl, fhe fo
much improved, . that fhe has fince been
taken for a woman of quality.

The relations to whom fhe was pleafed to-
introduce me, confited of a Mr. Brangh-~
ton, who is her nephew, and three of his
children, the eldeft of which is a fon, and
the two younger are daughters.

Mr. Branghtonappears about. forty years:
of age. He does not feem to want a common
anderfranding, though he is very contracted
and prejudiced : he has fpent his whole

gime in the city, and I believe feels a great
contempt for all who refide elfewhere.

His fon feems weaker in-his underftand-

and more gay in his temper; but his

ng

< i ] :
gaiety 1 that of a foolifh,. over-grown
{fchool-boy, whofe mirth confifts in noifer

and difturbance. He difdains his father for
Bis. clpfe attention. to bufinefs, and love of
mMOoneys,
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money, though he feems himfelf to have no
talents, {pirit, or generofity, to make him:
fuperior to either, His chief delight ap-
pears ‘to be tormenting and ridiculing his
fifters, who, in return, moft heartily defpife
him,

Mifs Branghton,. the eldeft daughter, is
by no means ugly, but looks proud, ill-
tempered, and conceited. She hates the city,,
though without knowing why; for it is
ealy to difcover fhe has lived no where
elfe.

Mifs Polly Branghton'is rather pretty,
very foolith, very ignorant, very giddy,.
and, I believe, very good-natured,

The firft half hour was allotted to making
themfelves comfortable, for they complained
of having had a very dirty walk, as they
came on foot from Snow Hill, where Mr.
Branghton keeps a filver-fmith’s thop ; and
the young ladies had not only their coats to
brufh, and fhoes to dry, but to adjuft their
head.-drefs, which. their bonnets had totally
difcompofed.

The manner in which Madame Duval was
pleafed to introduce me to this family, ex-
tremely fhocked me. ““ Here, my dears,”
faid fhe, ““ here’s a relation you little-
thought of ; but you muft know my poor
daughter Caroline had this child after the
run away from me,~~though I never knew:
nothing
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\ nothing of it, notI, foralong while after;

! for they took care to keep. it a fecret from

I me, though the poor child has never a
friend in the world befides.”

‘ Mifs feems very tender-hearted, aunt;”
faid Mifs Polly, ¢ and to be fure fhe’s not
to blame for her mama’s undutifulnefs, for
the could n’t help it.”

¢¢ Lord no,” anfwered fhe, *“ and-I never
took no notice of it to her; for indeed, as

i to that, my own. poor daughter was n’t fo
i ¢ much to blame as you may think, for fhe’d
R never have gone aftray, if it had not been
T8 for that meddling old parfon: I told you
a - - gl
g “ If aunt pleafes,” faid young Mr.
_ Branghton, “ we’ll talk o’ fomewhat clfe,
gl for Mifs looks very uneafy-like.”
The next fubje& that was chofen, was
the age of the three young Branghtons and
myfelf. The fon is twenty.; the daughters,
upon hearing that I was feventeen, faid
that was juft the age of Mifs Polly; but
their brother, after a long difpute, proved
that fhe was two years older, to the great
anger of both. fifters, who agreed that he
was very. ill-natured and fpiteful.
When this point was fettled, the queftion:
g -was put, Which was talleft :—We were
defired to meafure, as the Branghtons were
all. of different opinions. They, none of
them,,

g
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them, however, difputed my being the tall-
eft in the company, but, in regard to one
another, they were extremely quarrelfome :
the brother infifted upon their meafuring
fair, and not with heads and heels s but
they would by no means confent to lofe
thefe privileges of our fex, and therefore
the young man was caft, as thorteft ; though
he appealed to all prefent upon the injuftice
of the decree.

This ceremony over, the young ladies
began, very freely, to examine my drefs,
and to interrogate me concerning it. *“ This
apron’s your own work, I {uppofe, Mifs ?
but thefe {prigs a’n’t in fathion now. = Pray,
if it is not impertinent, what might you give
a yard for this luteftring >=—Do you make
your own caps, Mifs ?—"" and many other
queftions equally interefting and well-bred.

They then atked me how I liked London ?
and whether I thould not think the country
a very dull place; when I returned thither ?
* Mifs muft try if fhe can’t geta good
hufband,” faid Mr. Branghton, * and then
fhe may ftay and live here.”

The next topic was public places, or
rather the theatres, for they knew of no
other ; and the merits and defes of all the
actors and altreffes were difcuffed: the
young man here took the lead, and feemed
to be very converfant on.the fubje&. But,
during

?
>




114 EVEL ENA

during this time, what was my concerh,
and, fuffer me to add, my indignation,
when I found, by fome words I occalionally
heard, that Madame Duval was entertain-
ing Mr. Branghton with all the moft fecret
and cruel particulars of my fitvation! The
eldeft daughter was foon drawn to them by
the recital ; the youngeft and the fon ftill
kept their places, intending, I believe, to
divert me; though the converfation was all
their own.

1n a few minutes, Mifs Branghton, com-
ing fuddenly up to her fifter, exclaimed,
“7¥ ord, Polly, only think | Mifs never faw
her papa !”

““ Lord, how odd!” cried the other;
 why then, Mifs, I fuppoie you woull
n’t know him 2”

This was quite too much for me s I rofe
haftily, and ran out of the room : but I
foon regretted I had fo little command of .
myfelf, for the two fifters' both followed,
and infiffed upon comforting me, notwith-
ftanding my earneft entreaties to be left
alone.

As foon-as I returned to the company,
Madame Duval faid, “ Why, my dear,
what was the matter with you ? why did
you run away fo £”

This queftion almoft ‘made me run a-
gain, for I knew not how to anfwer it.

But
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But is it not very extraordinary, that fhe
can put me in fituations fo fhocking, and
then wonder to find me fenfible of any con-
cern?

Mr. Branghton junior now enquired of
me, whether I had feen the Tower, or St.
Paul’s church ? and, upon my anfwering
in the negative, they propofed making a
party to fhew them to me. Among other
queftions, they alfo afked if I had ever
leen fuch a thing as an Opera 2 1 told them
I had. “ Well,” faid Mr. Branghton, * I
sever faw one in my life, fo long as I’ve
lived in London, and I never defire to fee
one, if I live here as much longer.”

*“ Lord, Papa,” cried Mifs Polly, * why
not ? you might as well for once, for the
curiofity of the thing : befides, Mifs Pom-
fret faw one, and fhe fays it was very

retty.”

“ Mifs will think us very vulgar,” faid
Mifs Branghton, * to live'in London, and
never have been to an Opera; but it’s no
fault of mine, I affure you, Mifs, only Papa
don’t like to go.”

The refult was, that a party was prope-
fed, and agreed to, for fome early oppor-
tunity. I did not daré oppofe them ; -but
I faid that my time, while I remained in
town, was at the difpofal of Mrs. Mirvan.
However,
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However, I am fure I will not attend them,
if 1 can poflibly avoid fo doing.

‘When we parted, Madame Duval defired
to fee me the next day 3 and the Branghtons
told me, that the frit time I went to-
wards Snow Hill, they thould be very
d if 1 would call upon them.

0":"
b - .
ay net meet again till that

I with we m
time arrives.

I am fure I thall not be very ambitious
of being known to any more of my rela-
tions, 1f they have any refemblance to
thofe whofe acquaintance I have been in-

troduced to already.

Ewelina in continualion.

I Had juft finithed my letter to you this
morning, when a violent rapping at the
door made me run d
thould I fee in:the drawing-room, but=—
Lord Orville !
He was quite alone, for the family had
not aflembled to breakfaft. He enquired,
firft of mine, then of the health of Mrs.
and

1 fairs 3 and whe

i
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and Mifs Mirvan, with a degree of concern
that rather furprifed me, till he faid that he
had juft been informed of the accident we
had met with at Ranelagh. He expreflfed
his forrow upon the occafion with the ut-
moft politenefs, and lamented that he had
not been {o fortunate as to hear of it in time
to offer his fervices. ‘“ But, I think,” he
added, “ Sir Clement Willoughby had the
honour of affitting you ?”

“ He was with Captain Mirvan, my
Lord.”

“ I had heard of his being of your
party.”

I hope that flighty man has not been tel-
ling Lord Orville he only afiifted me? how-
ever, he did not purfue the fubje, but
faid, * This accident, though extremely
unfortunate, will not, I hope, be the means
of frightening you from gracing Ranclagh
with your prefence in future ?”

* Our time, my Lord, for London, is
almoft expired already.”

¢ Indeed! do you leave town fo very
{foon ?”

“ O yes, my Lord, our ftay has already
exceeded our intentions.”

“ Are you, then, fo particularly partial
to the country ?”

“ We merely came to town, my Lord,
to meet Captain Mirvan,”

¢ And
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“ And does Mifs Anville feel no concern
at the idea of the many mourners her ab-
fence will occafion

“ O, my Lord,~I’'m fure you don’t
think—" 1 ftopt there, for, indeed, I hard-
ly knew what I was going to fay. My
foolith embarrafiment, I fuppofe, was the
caufe of what followed ;=—for he came to
me, and took my hand, faying, “I 4o
think, that whoever has once feen Mifs
Anville, muft receive an impreflion never to
be forgotten.” :

This compliment,~from Lord Orville,
—f{o furprifed me, that I could not fpeak ;
but felt myfelf change colour, and ftood,
for fome moments, f{ilent and looking down :
however, the inftant I recollected my fitua-
tion, I withdrew my hand, and told him
that I would fee if Mrs. Mirvan was not
dreffed. - He did not oppofe me, fo away I
went.

I met them all on the ftairs, and returned
with them to breakfaft.

I have fince been extremely angry with
myfelf for neglecting fo excellent an op-
portunity of apologizing for my behaviour
at the Ridotto : but. to own the truth, that
affair never once occurred to me during the
fhort #éte-a-téte which- we had together.
But, if ever we fhould happen to be fo
fituated again, I will certainly mention it3
for
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for I am inexpreflibly concerned at the
thought of his harbouring an opinion that
I am bold or impertinent, and I could al-
moft kill myfelf for having given him the
fhadow of a reafon for fo thocking an idea.

But was it not very odd, that he fhould
make me fuch a compliment ? I expected
it not from him ;~-but gallantry, I believe,
is common to all men, whatever other
qualities they may have in particular.

Our -breakfalt was the moft agreeable
meal, if it may be called a meal, that we
have had fince we came to town. Indeed,
but for Madame Duval I fhould like Lon-
don extremely.

The converfation of Lord Orville is re-
ally. delightful. His maaners are fo ele-
gant, fo gentle, fo unaffuming, that they
at once engage efteem, and diffufe compla-
cence. Far from being indolently fatisfied
with his own accomplithments, as I have
already obferved many men here are, tho’
without any pretenfions to his merit, he is
moft afliduoudly -attentive  to pleafe and to
{ferve all who are in his company; and, '
though bis fuccefs is invariable, he never
manifefts the fmalleft degree of confciouf-
nefs,

I could wifh that you, my deareft Sir,
knew Lord Orville, becaufe I am fure you
would love him ; and I have felt that with
for
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for no other perfon I have feen fince I came
to London. [ fometimes imagine, that,
when his youth is flown, his vivacity abat-
ed, and his life is devoted to retirement, he
will, perhaps, refemble him whom I moft
love and honcur, His prefent fweetnefs,
politenefs, and diffidence, feem to promife
in future the fame benevolence, dignity,
and goodnefs, But I muft not expatiate
upon this fubjeét.

When Lord Orville was gone,~and he
made but a very fhort vifit,—I was prepar-
ing, moft relv&antly, to wait upon Ma-
dame Duval ; but Mrs. Mirvan propofed
to the Captain, that fhe fhould be invited
to dinner in Queen-Ann-Street, and he
readily confentsd, for he faid he wifhed to
afk after her Lyon’s negligee.

The invitation is accepted, and we expect
her every moment. But to me, it is very
ftrange, that a woman, who is the uncon-
trolled miftrefs of her time, fortune, and
aétions, fhould chufe to expofe herfelf vo-
luntarily to ths rudenefs of a man who is
openly determned to make her his fport.
But fhe has very few acquaintance, and, I
fancy, fcarce knows how to employ herfelf.

How great is my obligation to Mrs. Mir-
van, for beftewing her time in a manner
fo difagreeableto herfelf, merely to promote
my happinefs ! every difpute in which he
undeferving
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undelerving hufband engages, is produ&ive
of pain, and uneafine{s to herfelf ; of this
I am fo fenfible, that I even befought her

not to fend to Madame Duval, but the de
clared fhe could not bear to have me pal
all my time, while in town, with her only

Indeed fheis fo nfinitely kind to me, that

y

one would think fhe was your daughter

Lot -1 BeR: XX,
Evelina in contintiation.

Saturday Morning, April 10,

ADAME Duval was accompanied

by Monfieur Du Bois. I am fus-

prifed that fhe fhould chufe to "at"oducc

him where he is fo unwelcome ; and, indeed,

it is ftrange that they fhould be fo conftant.

ly toocther though I believe I thould not

have mk(,n notice of it, but that Captain

Mirvan is perpetually ullwnn me upon my
grandmama’s beau.

They were both received by Mrs, Mirvan
with her ufual good- brﬂcqmo but the
Captain, moft provok.noly attacked her
immediately, faying, “ Now,; Madam, you
that have lived abro.ld pleafe to tell me this
here ; Which did you like beft, thé wwarm
\OL 1. G room
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#oom at Ranelagh, or the cold bath you went

into afterwards ? though, I aflure you, you
look fo well that I fhould advife you to take
another dip.” :

““ Ma foi, Sir,” cried fhe, “ nobody
afked for your advice, {o you may as well
keep it to yourfelf : befides, it’s no fuch
great joke to be fplathed, and to catch
cold, and fpoil all one’s things, whatever
you may think of it.”

“ Splafbed, quoth-a!— why I thought
you were foufed all over.—Come, come,
don’t mince the matter, never fpoil a good
ftory ; you know you had n’t adry thread
about you—'Fore George, I fhall never
think on’t without hallowing! fuch a poor,
forlorn, draggle-tailed=—gentlewoman ! and
poor Monfieur French, here, like a drowned
rat, by your fide ="

“ Well, the worfe pickle we was in, fa
much the worfer in you not to help us, for
vou knowed where we was faft enough, be-
caufe, while I laid in the mud, Pm pretty
fure I heard you fnigger; fo it’s like enough
you joftled us down yourfelf, for Monfieur
Du Bois fays, that he is fure he had a great
jolt given him, or he fhould n’t have fell.”

The Captain laughed fo immoderately,
that he really gave me alfo a fufpicion that
he was not entirely innocent of the charge:
however, he difclaimed it very perempto-
sily: ¢ Why
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“ Why then,” continued fhe, * if you
did n’t do that, why did n’t you come to
help us ?”

“ Who, I?—what, do you fuppofe I
had forgot 1 was an Englifbman, filthy,
beattly Englifbman 2

* Very well, Sir, very well ;3 but T was
a fool to expet any better, for it’s all of a
piece with the reft; you know you wanted
to fling me out of the coach-window, the
very firft time ever I fee you: but I'll ne:
ver go to Ranelagh with you no atore, that
P’m refolved ; for I dare fay, if the horfeg
had runn’d over me, as I laid in that nafti.
nefs, you’d never have ftirred a ftep to fave
me.”

* Lord, no, to be fure, Ma’am, not fot
the world ! T know your opinion of ouy
nation too well, to affront you by fuppofing
2 Frewchman would want my affiftance to
protect you. Did you think that Monfieur
here, and I, had changed chara&ers, and
that he thould Pop you into the mud, and
I help you out of it ? Ha, ha, ha !”

“ 0, very well, Sir, laugh on, it’s like
your manners; however, if poor Monfieur
Du Bois had n’t met with that unlucky
accident himfelf, I thould n’t have wanted
nobody’s help.”

*“ O, I promife you, Madam, you’d never
have had mine; I knew my diftance better s
G 2 and




24 Ex Vi EL Ly 5N

and as to your being a little ducked, or fo,
why, to be fure, Monfieur and you fectled
that between yourfelves ; fo it was no bufi-
nefs of mine.”

“ What, then, I fuppofe, you want to
make me believe as Monfieur Du Bois fer-
ved me that trick o’ purpofe ?”’

“ O purpofe ! ay, certainly, who ever
dcubted that ? Do you think a Frenchman
ever made a blunder ? If he had been fome
clumfy -footed Englifp fellow, indeed, it
might have been accidental : but what the
devil fignifies all your hopping and caper-
ing with your dancing-mafters, if you can’t
balance yourfelves upright 2”

In the mid@t of this dialogue, Sir Cle-
ment  Willoughby 'made his appearance.
He afieéts to enter the houfe with the free-
dom of an old acquaintance, and this very
eafinefs, which, tome, is aftonithing, is what
moft particularly recommends him to the
Captain. Indeed, he feems very fuccefl-
fully to ftudy all the humours of that gen-

tleman.

After having heartily welcomed. him,
“ You are jult come in time, my boy,” faid
he,  to fettle a little matter of a difpute
between this here gentlewoman and 1 do
you know, fhe has been trying to perfuade
me, that fhe did not above half like the
ducking Monficar gave her tother night?”

¢ 1 fhould
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I fhould have hoped,” (faid Sir Cle
ment, with the utmoft gravity)  that the
friendthip fubfifting between that lady and
gentleman, would have gt :
gainft any altions profefledly difagrecable
to each other; but, probably, they might
not have difcuffed the matter previoufly ;
in which cafe, the gentleman, I muft owan,
feems to have been guilty of inattention,
fince, in my humble opinion, it was his
bufinefs firft to have enquired whether the
lady preferred foft, or hard ground, before
he dropt her.”

“ O very fine, Gentlemen, very fine,”
cried Madame Duval, ““you may try to fet
us together by the ears as much as you will;
but I’'m not fuch an ignorant perfon as to
be made a fool of fo eafily; fo you need
n’t talk ne more about it, for I fees into
your defigns.”

Monfieur Du Bois, who was juft able
to difcover the fubject upon which the con-
verfation' turned, made his defence,” in
French, with great folemnity : he hoped,

he faid, that the company would at Jeaft
acknowledge, he did not come from a na-
tion of brutes, and confequently, that to
wilfully offend any lady, was, to him, ut-
terly impoflible; but that, on the contrary,
in cndcavouring, as was his duty, to fave

and guard her, he had himfelf fufered, in

arded them

tiCill a-

£

& 2 a manner
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a manner which he would forbear to relate,
but which, he greatly apprehended, he
thould feel the 1ll effeéts of for many
months ; and then, with 3 countenance ex-
ceedingly lengthened, he added, that he
hoped 1t would not be attributed to him as
ional prejudice, when he owned that he
muil, to the beft of his memory, aver, that
his unfortunate fall was owing to a fudden,
but violent pufh, which, he was fhoeked to
fay, fome malevolent perfon, with a defign
to his injury, muft certainly have given
him ; but whether with 'a view to mortify
him, by making him let the lady fall, or
whether merely to fpoil his cloaths, he
could not pretend to determine.

This difputation was, aelaft, concluded
by Mrs, Mirvan’s propofing that we fhould
all go to Cox’s Mufeum. Nobody objected,
and carriages were immediately ordered,

In our way down ftairs, Madame Duval,
in a very paffionate manner, faid, Mz fo,
if I would n’t give fifty guineas, only to
know who gave us that fhove !”

This Mufeum is very aftonithing, and
very {uperb; yet, it afforded me but litdle
pleafure, for it is a mere fhow, though a
wonderful one.

Sir Clement Willoughby, in our walk
found the room, afked me what my opinion
was of this brilliant fpeiiacle 2

g |
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* It is very fine, and very ingenious,
anfwered I, *‘ and yet—I don’t know how
it is,—-—but I feem to rﬂm fomething.”

“ Excell (.Lu) anfwered ! cried he ‘ you
have exatly defined my own feelings, tho’
in a manner I fhould never have arrived at.
But I was certain your tafte was too well
formed, to be plcakd at the expence of
your underﬂmumfr Vi

““ Pardie,” cried Madame Duval,
hope you two is difficult enough ! I’'m fure
if you don’t like this, you like nothing ;
for it’s the gmngc-’% prcttieﬁ, finelt fight
that ever 1 fee, in England.”

*“ What,” (cried the C: aptain, with a fneer)
% Ifuppofe this may be in your French
tafte ? it’s like enough, for it’s all &ick/baw
work, But; pry ’thee, fr iend,” (turmné to
the perfon who explained the devices) “ will
you tell me the #/fe of all-this ? for 1 m not
enough of a conjurer to find it out.’

5 Ufe, indeed !” \rcpeatcd Madame Du-
val difdainfully) “ Lord, if every thing’s
to be ufeful ="

“ Why, Sir, as to that, Sir,” faid our
conductor, ““ the ingenuity of the me-
chanifm,—the beauty of the workmanthip,
—the—undoubtedly, Sir, ‘cu; ;u(o] of
tafte may eafily difcern the urmr" of fuck

gxtraordinary peiformancc

“ Why then, Qw ” anfwered the Cap-

4 tain,

e e e
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tain, * your perfon of tafte muft be either
a coxcomb, or a Frenchman ; though, for
the matter of that, ’tis the fame thmo
Juft then, our attention was i{ttm&nd by
a pine-apple, which, fuddenly opening,
difcovered a neft of birds, who immediately
began to fing. *° Well,” cried Madame
Duval, * this is 1‘ rettier than all the reft !
I }ecl\w, in all jmy t
h.‘n‘g’gvlcgamer
Hark ye, fr
haft never anoth

<

1

ravels, I never fee no-

i

\f

€<

ien ".," faid tke Captain_,
er pine ‘tpl)lt
¢ Sir P—="

 Becaufe, if thou haft, pry’thee give it
us without the birds ; for, d’ye fee, I'm no
Frenchman, and fhould relith fomething
more {ubftantial.’

This entertainment concluded with a
concert of mechanical mufic: I cannot ex-
p‘ain how it was produced, but the effect

vas pleafing. Madame Duval was in ex-
tacies; and the Captain flung himfelf into
fo many ridiculous diftortions, by way of
mimicking her, that he engaged the atten-
tion of all the cor mpany ; and, in the midft
of the performance of the Coronation An-
them, while Madame Duval was affecting
to b“ t f! ne, .mu \.mnmv many €x meﬁlons
} ed m.i tenly for falts,
:ng fome diftrefs,
im, and which, mmmtly
applying
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applying to the noflrils of poor Madame
Duval, the involuntarily {nhuffed up fuch a
quantity, that the p..x%:\..;w_nd {urprife made
her' fcream aloud. When fhe recovered,
fhe reproached him, with her ufual vehe-
mence ; but he protefted he had taken that
meafure out of pure friendthip, as he con-
cluded, from her raptures, that fhe was
going into hyfterics. - This excufe by no
means appeafed her, and they had a violent
quarrel ; but the only efleét her anger had
on the Captain, was to encreafe his divers
fion. Indeed, he laughs and talks fo terri-
bly loud in public, that he frequently
makes us athamed of belonging to him.
Madame ' Puval, nctwithftanding  her
wrath, made no fcruple of returning to
dine in Queen-Ann ftreet. Mrs., Mirvan
had fecured places for the play at Drury
Lane Theatre, and, though ever uneafy in
her company, fhe very politely invited Ma-
dame Duval to be of our party ; however,
fhe had a bad cold, and chofe to nurfe ic.
I was forry for her indifpofition, but I
knew not how to be forry fhe did not ac-
company us, for fhe 1s—I muft not fay
what, but very unlike other people.
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E T T E R %X
Eweling in continuation.

O UR places were in the front row of
a fide-box, Sir Clement Wilough-~
by, who knew our intention, was at the
door of the Theatre, and handed us from
the carriage.

‘We had not been feated five minutes, ere
Lord Orville, who we faw in the ftage-box,
came to us ; and he honoured us wth his
company. all the evening. Mifs Mirvan
and I both rejoiced that Madame Duval
was abfent, as we hoped for the enjcyment
of fome converfation, uninterrupted by her
quarrels with the Captain: but [ foon
tound that her prefence would have made
very little alteration, for fo far wasI from
daring to {peak, that I knew not where even
to look.

The play was Love for Love, and tho’
it is fraught with wit and entertainmeng, 1
hope I fhall never {ee it reprefented again ;
for it is (o extremely indelicate,~rto afe. the
fofteft word 1 can,—that Mifs Mirvan and
I were perpetually out of countenance, and
could neither make any obfervatiois our-
felves, nor venture to liften to tiofe of
others. This was the more provoking, as
LOrd
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Lord Orville was in excellent fpirits, and
exuu!mw}y entertaining.

When the Play was over, T flattered my-
felf I fhould be able to look k about me with
lefs reftraing, as we intended to ftay the
Farce 5 but the curtain had har 'Hy dropped
when thc box-door opened, and in came Mr.
Lovel, the man by whofe foppery and im-
pertinence I was fo much teazed at the ball
where 1 firft faw Lord Orvme.

I tumned away my head, and began talk-
Er;g to Mifs Mirvan, rorl was defirous to
avoid fpeaking to him ;=—but in vain, 1}:r

as foon as he had made his compliments 1

Lord Orville and Sir Clement W 1110\'0(.0\ 5
who returned them very eoldly he berc

ly,
his head forward, and faid to me S “T hope,
Ma’am, you have enjoyed your health fince
T had the ho nour=—| beg ten d;ouhmd par-

+ ¥

dons, but I proteft I was going to fay the
honour of danci; HE Wi
mean the | honour of feeing you mmr

He fpoke with a felt.cor mpl J’(nLV that
convinced me he had ﬁauml this addrefs,
by way of making reprifals for my con h:u.
at the bell : 1 thuuurc bowsed flightly, bus
mrade no anfwer,

After a fhort filence, he again called my
attenti ion, by 1a/nw in an eafy, negligens
way, “1 Lan. Mum yOuU was never in
town before ?

ith \"n-—‘<>ww€r I

',,‘)

G 6
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No, Sir.”

“ So I did prefume. Doubtlefs, Ma’any,
every thing muft be infinitely novel to you.
Our cuftoms, our manners, and /es etiqueties
de Bous autres, can have very little refem-
blance to thofe you have been ufed to. 1
imagine, Ma’am, your retirement 1S at no
very fmall diftance from the capital £’

I was fo much difconcerted at this fneer-
ing fpeech, that I faid not a word ; though
I have fince thought my vexation both fti-
mulated and delighted him.

“ The air we breathe here, however,
Ma’am,” (continued he, very conceitedly}
“ though foreign to that you have been ac-
cuftomed to, has not, I hope, been at va-
riance with your health ?”

“ Mr. Lovel,” faid Lord Ogville, “could
not your eye have fpared that queftion £

“ O, my Lord,” anfwered he, ““if bealth
were the only caufe of a lady’s bloom, my
eye, 1 grant, had been infallible from the
firft glance; but—"*

““ Come, come,” cried Mrs. Mirvan,
““ 1 muit beg no infinuations of that fort
Mifs Anville’s eolour, as you have fuecefl-
fully tried, may, you fee, be heightened ;—
but I affure you, it would be pait your fkill
to leflfen it.”

¢« spon honour, Madam,” returned he,
“ you wrong me; I prefumed not to infer

that
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that rouge was the only fuccedaneum for
health ; but, really, I have known fo many
different caufes for a lady’s colour, fuch as
Buthing,—anger,—mauvaife honte,—and {o
forth, that I never dare decide to which it
may be owing.”

“Asto fuc1 h caufes as them there,” cried
the Captain, * they muft belong to thofe
that they keep company with.’

“ Very true, Captain,” faid Sir Cle-
ment 3 *“ the natural complexion has no-
thing to do with occafional fallies of the
paflions, or any accidental caufes.”

“ No, truly,” returned the Captain, * for
now here’s me, why I look like any other
man juit now; and yet, if you were to
put me in a paﬁlon, *fore George, you’d
foon fee me have as. fine a high colour as
any painted Jezabel in all this place, be the
never {o bedaubed.”

*“ But,” faid Lord Orville, ¢ the dif-:
ference of natural and of artificial celour,
feems to me very eafily difcerned ; that of
Nature, is mottled, and varymb, that of
art, _/‘et, and ze0 fmooth ; it wants that ani=
mation, that glow, that z'ndefcriéable Jfome-
#hing which, even now that I fee it, wholly
{urpafies all my powers of expremon
“ Your Lordfhip,” faid Sir Clement,
is univerfally acknowledged to be a con-
neiffeur in beauty.”

A, 133
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“ And you, Sir Clement,” returned he,

* an enthufiaft.”’

1 am proud to own it,” cried Sir Cle-
ment ; “ in fuch a cauiu, and before {uch
()bjc&s, enthufiafm 1is ﬁmoly the confe-
quence of not being blind.”

s Pr’vthec a truce ‘Vltll 111 this palaver-
ing,’ * cried the Captain, ‘the women are
vain enough aheady, no need for to puff
’em up more.’

“ We mu{’c all fubmit to the comrmnd-
ing officer,” faid Sir Clement, ““ therefore
let us call another fubjeét. Pray, Ladies,
how have you been entertained with the

lay 2

%4 \Vant of entertainment,” faid Mirs.
Mirvan, ‘“is its leaft fault; but I own
there are cbjections to it, which I thauld be

lad to {ee removed.”

“ I could have ventured to annvcr for
the Ladies,” faid Lord QOrville, * fince I
am fure this is not a play that can be ho-
noured with their approbation.”

“ What, I fuppofe it is not fentimental
enough !” cned the Captain, * or elfe it’s
too good for them; for P’ll maintain it’s
one of the beft comedies in the language,
and has more wit in one fecene, than there
is in all the new plays put toocth°r
. *“ For my part,” fad Mr. Lovel, T
confefs I feldom liften to the players: one

=aS

9
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has fo much to do, in looking about, and
finding out one’s acquaintance, that, re-
ally, one has no time to mind the ftage.
Pray,—(moft affetedly fixing his eyes upon
a diamond-ring on his little finger) pray=—
what was the play to-night 2”

“ W hy, what the D—1,” eried the Cap-
tain, * do you come to the play, without
knowing what it is ?”’

“ O yes, Sir, yes, very frequently ; 1
have no time to read play-bills ; one merely
comes to meet one’s friends, and fhew that
one’s alive.”

“ Ha, ha, ha!==and fo,” cried the Cap-
tain, it cofts you five fhillings a night,
juft to thew that you’re alive ! Well, faith,
my friends fhould all think me dead and
under ground, before I’d be at thatexpence
for ’em. Howf{omever, this here you may
take from me ;=—they’ll find you out faft
enough; if you’ve any thing to give ’em,
And fo you’ve been here all this time, and
don’t know what the play was 2

“ Why, really, Sir, a play requires {ao
much attention,—it is fcarce poflible ta
keep awake, if one liftens ; — for, indeed,
by the time it is evening, one has been fo
fatigued, with dining,—or wine,—or the
houfe,—or ftudying,—that it is—it is per-
fe@tly an impoffibility. But, now I think
of it, I belicve L have a bill in my pocket
Q, ay,
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O, ay, here it is=—Love for Love, ay,—
true,~—ha, ha,—how could I be fo ftupid!
“ O, eafily enough as to that, I warrant
you,” faid the Captain; “ but, by my
foul, this is one of the beft jokes=1 ever
heard! Come to a play, and not know
what it is —=Why, I fuppofe you would
n’t have found it out, if they had fob’d you
off with a fcraping of ‘fidlers, or am opera?
~Ha! ha! hal—why now, I fhould have
thought you might have taken fome notice
of one Mr. Zartle that is in this play 1”7
This farcafm, which caufed a general
fmile, made him colour: but, turning to
the Captain with a look of conceit, which
implied that he had a retort ready, he faid,
* Pray, Sir, give me leave to afk,—what
do you think of one Mr. Ben, who is alfo in
this play 2”7 :
The Captain, regarding him with the
utmoft contempt, anfwered in a loud voice,

* Think of him!=—why I think he’s a
man!” And then, ftaring full in his face;
he ftruck his cane on the ground, with a
violence that made him ftart. ' He did not,
however, chufe to take any notice of this;
but, having bit his nails fome time, in ma-
nifeft confufion, he turned very quick ta
me, and, in a fneering tone of voice, faid,
** For my part, I was moft ftruck with the
country young lady,” Mifs Prue; pray what
do yo think of her, Ma’am

£ Indeed,
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“ Indeed, Sir,” cried I, very much pro
voked, ¢ I think—that is » 1 do not thin!
any thing about her.”

*“ Well, really, Ma’am, you prodigioufly
furprife me !=—mais, apparement ce w'eft qu’un
Jagon a parler 2=—though I fhould b(cr your
pardon, for probably you-do not under-
{tand French ¢”

I made no anfwer, for I thought his rude-
nefs intolerable; but Sir Clement, with
great warmth, faid, I am furprifed that
you can fuppofe fuch an object as Mifs
Prue would engage the attention of Mifs
Anville even for a moment,”

O Sir,” returned this fop, * ’tis the
firft charater in the piece |—fo well drawn,

.=—fo much the thing !—fuch true country-
breeding,—fuch rural ignorance l=—ha! hal
ha!—’tis moft admirably hit off, ’pon ho-
nour !

I could almoft have cried, that fuch im«
pertinence fhould be levelled at me; and
yet, chagrined as I was, I could never be~
hold Lord Orville and this man at the {ame
time and feel any regret for the caufe I had
gn‘fn of difpleafure.

The only character in the play,” faid
Lord Orville, * worthy of being mendumd
to thefe ladiec, is Angelica.”

* Angelica,” cried Sir Clement, “is 2
noble g‘rl (he tries her lover feverely, but
the rewards him generoufly.”

($5]
e 4

Yet,

—

st I
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“ Yet, in a trial fo long,” faid Mirs.
Mirvan, ¢ there feems rather too much
confcioufnefs of her power.”

“ Since my opinion has the fan&ion of
Mrs, Mirvan’s,” added Lord Orville, “ I
will venture to fay, that Angelica beftows
her hand rather with the air of ‘a benefac-
trefs, than with the tendernefs of a miftrefs.
Generofity without delicacy, like wit with-
out judgment, generally give as much pain
as pleafure. The uncertainty in which fhe
keeps Valentine, and her manner of trifling
with his temper, give no very favourable
idea of her own.”

“ Well, my Lord,” faid Mr. Lovel,
¢ it muft, however, beowned, that uncer-
rainty is not the 7oz among our ladies at
prefent ; nay, indeed, I' think they fay,
though, faith,” takinga pinch of {nuff, s
hope it is not true — but they fay, that we
now are moft fhy and backward.”

The curtain then drew up, and our con-
verfation ceafed. Mr. Lovel finding we
chofe to attend to the players, left the box.
How ftrange it is, Sir, that this man, not
contented with the large fhare of foppery
and. nonfen{e which he has from nature,
fhould think proper to affect yet more ! for
what he faid of Tattle and of Mifs Prue, con-
vinced me that he really had liftened to the
play,
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play, theugh he was fo ridiculpus and
toolifh as to pretend ignorance,

But how malicious and impertinent in
this creature to talk to me in fuch a man-
ner! I am fure I hope I fhall never fee him
again. I fhould have defpifed him heartily
as a fop, had he never fpoken to me at all ;
but now, that he thinks proper to refent his
{uppofed ill-ufage, 1 am really quite afraid
of him.

The entertainment was, Thhe Deuce is in
him, which Lord Orville obferved to .be
the moft finithed and elegant petite piece that
was ever written in Englifh.

In our way home, Mrs. Mirvan put me
into fome eodfternation, by faying it was
evident, from the refentment which this
Mr. Lovel harbours of 1y condu, that he
would- think it a provocation fufficiently
important for a duel, if his.courage equal-
led his wrath.

I'am terrified- at the very idea. Good
Heaven ! that a man fo weak and frivolous
fhould be fo revengeful! . However, if
bravery would have excited him to affront
Lord Qrville, how much reafon have I to
rejoice, that cowardice makes him content.
ed with venting his {pleen upon me! Bug
we fhall leave town fqon, and, I hope, fce
him no more.

It was fome confolation to me, to hear,

from
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from Mifs Mirvan, that, while he was
1pcakml to me {o cav dll("‘l), Lord Orville
regarded him thh great indignation.

But, really, I I think there ought to be a
book, of the l(l.\vs and cuftoms d-la- mode,
prefented to all young people, upon  their
firft introduétion into public company.

To-night we go the opera, where 1 ex-
pect very great pleafure. ‘We fhall have the
fame party as at the play ; for Lord Orville
faid he fhould be there, and would look
for us.

AR F TRy KX
Evelinag in continuation.

H AVE a volume.to write, of the ad-

ventures of yefterday.

In the afternoon,—at Berry Hill, I
fhould have faid the evening, for it was al-
moft fix o’clocl‘,—whi e Mifs Mirvan and
I were dreffing for the opera, and in high
fpirits, from the expetation’ of great enter-
tainment and pleafure, we heard a carriage
ftop at the door, and concluded that Sir
Clm‘ent W 1Hfm"hm, with his ‘ufual afli-
duity, was come to attend us to the Hay-
market; but, ina few moments, what was
our
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our furprife, to fee our chamber-door flung
open, and the two Mifs Branghtons enter
the room ! They advanced to me with great
familiarity, faying, “ How do you do,
coufin ?>—fo we’ve caught you at the glafs |
—well, I’m determined I’ll tell my brother
of that!”

Mifs Mirvan, who had never before feen
them, and could not, at firft; imagine who
they were, looked fo much aftonifhed, that
I was ready to laugh myfelf, till the eldeft
faid, “ We’re come to take you to the
opera, Mifs; papa and my brother are be-
low, and we are to call for your grand-
mama as we go along.”

¢ 1 am very forry,” anfwered I, * that
you thould have taken fo much trouble, as
I am engaged already.”

“ Engaged! Lord, Mifs, never mind
that,” cried the youngeft, *“ this young lady
will make your excufes, I dare fay; it’s
only doing as one would be done by, you
know.”

““ Indeed, Ma’am,” faid Mifs Mirvan,
¢ I fhall myfelf be very forry to be depriv-
ed of Mifs Anville’s company this even-
ing.”

“ Well, Mifs, that is not fo very good-
nataréd in you,” - faid Mifs Branghton,
*“ confidering we only come to give our
coufin pleafure ; it’s no good to us; it’s all
upon
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®pon her account; for we came, I don’t
know how much round about to take her
UPZ” : ¢

‘ I am extremely obliged to you,” faid
I, ““and very forry you have loft fo much
time; but I cannot poflibly help it, for i
engaged myfelf without knowing you would
call.”” -

* Lord, what fignifies that ?* faid Mifs
Polly, “ you're no old maid, and fo you
‘need n’t befo very formal : befides, I dare
fay thofe you are engaged to, 2’n’t half fo
near related to you as we are,”

“ I muft beg you not to prefs me any
further, for I affure you it is not in my
power to attend you.”

“ Why we came all out of the city or
purpofe : befides, your grand-mama expeéts
you;—=and, pray, what arc we to fay to
her ?”

 Tell her, if you pleafe, that T am much
concerned,~but that I am pre-engaged.”

“ And who to?” demanded the abrupt
Mifs Branghton.

““To Mrs. Mirvan,=~=and a large party.”

“ And, pray, what are you all going to
do, that it would be fuch a mighty mats
ter for you to come along with us ?*

“ We are going tc=—t0 the opera,”

(14 2

O dear, if that be all, why can’t wé
go all together ?»

I was
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I was extremely difconcerted at this for.
ward and ignorant behaviour, and yet their
rudenefs very much leffened my concern at
refufing them. Indeed, their drefs was
fuch as would have rendered their {cheme
of accompanying our party impracticable,
even if I had defired it ; and this, as they
did not themfelves find out, I was obliged,
in terms the leaft mortifying I could think
of, to tell them.

They were very much chagrined, and
afked where I fhould fit ?

““ In the pit,” anfwered I.

“ In the pit !” repeated Mifs Branghton,
““ well, really, I muflt own I thould never
have fuppofed that my gown was not good
enough for the pit: but come, Polly, let’s
go ; if Mifs does not think us fine enough
tor her, why to be fure the may chufe.”

Surprifed at her ignorance, I would have
explained to them that the pit at the opera
required the fame drefs as the boxes; but
they were fo much affronted, they would
not hear me, and, in great difpleafure, left
the room, faying they would not have
troubled me, only they thought I fhould
not be fo proud with my own relations,
and that they had at leaft as good a right
to my company as {trangers.

I endeavoured to apologiz=, and would
have fent a long meffage to Madame Duval;

6 but
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but they haftened away without liftening to
me; and I could not follow them down
{tairs, becaufe I was not dreffed. The laft
words I heard them fay, were,  Well, her
grand-mama will be in a fine paffion, that’s
one good thing.”

Though I was extremely mad at this vi-
fit, yet I fo heartily rejoiced at their going,
that I would not fuffer myfelf to thinlk
gravely about it.

Soon after, Sir Clement actually came,
and we all went down ftairs, Mrs. Mirvan
ordered tea; and we were engaged in a very
lively converfation, when the fervant an-
nounced Madame Duval, who inftantly fol-
lowed him into the room.

Her face was the colour of {carlet, and
her eyes fparkled with fury. She came up
to me with a hatty ftep, faying, * So, Mifs,
you refufes to come to me, do you? And
pray who are you, to dareto difobey me ?”

I was quite frightened ;—1 made no an-
fwer ;—1 even attempted to rife, and could
not, but fat ftill, mute and motionlefs.

Every body, but Mifs Mirvan, feemed
in the utmotft aftonithment; and the Cap-
tain, rifing and approaching Madame Du-
val,” with a voice of authority, faid, “ Why
how now, Mrs., Turkey Cock, what’s put

ou into this here flufter 2>
“ It’s nothing to you,” anfwered fhe,
“fo
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% fo you may as well hold your tongue, for
I (ha'n’t be called ‘to nio ‘account by you, I
affure you.”

“ There you’re out, Madam Fury,” re-
turned he, * for you muft know I never
fuffer any body to be in a paflion in my
houfe, but myfelf.”

“ But you fball,” cried fhe, in a great
rage, ““ for I'll be in'as’great a paffion as
ever I pleafe, without afking your leave, {o
don’t give yourfelf no more airs about it
And as for you, Mifs,” again advancing to
me, * I order you to follow me this mo-
ment, or elfe I’il make you repent it all
your life.” And, with thefe words, the
flung out of the room.

I was in fuch extreme terror, at -being
addreffed and threatefed in a 'manner to
which I am fo wholly unufed, thatI almoft
thought I fhould have fainted.

“ Don’t be alarmed, my love,” “cried
Mrs. Mirvan, ‘ ‘but ftay where you are,
and I will follow Madame Duval, and try
to bring her to reafon.”

Mifs Mirvan took my hand, and moft
kindly endeavoured to raife my fpirits: Sir
Clement, too, approached me, with an air
fo interefted in my diftrefs, thatI could not
but feel myfelf obliged to him; and, taking
my other hand, faid, * For Heaven’s {ake,
my dear Madam, compofe yourfelf; durely

Vor. I, H the
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the violence of fuch a wretch ought merely
to move your contempt: fhe can -have no
right, I imagine, to lay her commands upon
you, and I enly with that you would allow
me leave to {peak to her.”

“ O no! not for the world l—indeed, I
believe,~~I am afraid—I had better follow
her.”

“ Follow her! .Good God; my dear
Mifs Anville, would you: truft yourfelf
with a2 mad woman ? for what elfe can you
call a creature whofe paflions are fo info-
lent? No, no; fend her word at once to
leave the houfe, and 'tell her you defire that
the will never {ée you again.”

“ O Sir! you don’t know who you talk
of !==it would ill become me to fend Ma-
dame Duval fuch a meffage.”

* Buvawhy,” cried he, (looking very in-
quifitive,) ** why thould you feruple to treat
her as the deferves

I then found that his aim was to difcover
the mature of her conneftion with me ; but
1 felt fo much athamed of my near relation-
thip fo her, that-I could not perfuade my-
felf :to anfwer him,  and only entreated that
he wonld leave her to Mrs, Mirvan, who
juft then éntered,

Before the could fpeak to me, the Cap-
tain called out, “ Well, Goody, what have
you dene with Madame French? is the
CQ'\)I\.L‘l

Z

A.
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cooled a little? ’caufe, if the be n’t, T've
jult thought of a moft excellent device to
bring her to.”

- I\/Iy dear Evelina,” f‘vd Mrs. Mirvan
“T have been vainly endeavouring to u:)‘
peafe her; I pleaded your engagement, and
promifed your future attendance: but T
am forry to fay, my love, that I fear her
rage will end in a total buach (whm 1
think you had better avoid) if fhe is any
further oppofed.”

“ Then I will go to her, Madam,” cried
I, “and, indeed, it is now no matter, for
I fhould not be able to recover my fm"tc;
fufficiently to enjoy much pleafure any where

this evening.”

Sir Clement began a very warm ex tpoftu
lation, and entreatv, that T would not go ;
but I begged him to defift, and told Lu
very honei’t]y, that, if my compharwce were
not indifpenfably 1 1°"J“1rj,, I thould re-
quire no D"iﬁ fion to ftay. He then took
my hand, to lead me down ftairs; but the
Captain defired him to be ;u i ‘ulng he
would ’fquire me himfelf, b@cau ”? he
added, (exultingly mbomr* his hqnd»,) i
have a wipe ready for the old ladv, which
may ferve her to Le:v as fhe goes along.”

We found her in the parlour, @ O,
you're come at laft, Mifs, are you ?== ﬁzc

airs you give yox.mh, indeed !===na foi, 1f
H 2

=S
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you had n’t come, you might have ftayed,
I affure you, and have been a beggar for
your pains.”

“ Heyday, Madam,” cried the Captain,
(prancing forward, with a look of great
glee,) “ what, a’n’t you got out of that
there paffion yet? why then, I'll tell you
what to do to cool yourfelf; call upon your
old friend, Monfieur Slippery, who was
with you at Ranelagh, and give my fervice
to him, and tell him, if he fets any ftore
by your health, that I defire he’ll give you
fuch another foufe as he did before : he’ll
know what I mean, and I’ll warrant you
he’ll do’t for my fake.”

¢ et him, if he dares!” cried Madame
Duval ; ¢ but I fha’n’t ftay to aniwer you
no more ; you are a vulgar fellow,—and {o,
child, let us leave him to himfelf,”

“ Hark ye, Madam,” cried the Captain,
“ you'd beft not call names, becaufe, d'ye
fee, if you do, I fhall make bold to fhow
you the door.”

She changed colour, and, faying, “ Par-
die, 1 can fhew it myf{elf,” hurried out of
the room, and I‘followed her into a hack-
ney-coach, But, before we drove off, the
Captain, looking out of the parlour win-
dow, called out, ““ D’ye hear, Madam,—
don’t forget my meffage to Monfieur.”

You will believe, our ride was not the
moft
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moft agreeable in_ the world ; indeed, it
would be difficult to fay which was leaft
pleafed, Madame Duval or me, though
the reafons of our difcontent were fo dif-
ferent : however, Madame Duval foon got
the ftart of mé, for we had hardly turned
out of Qgecn-Ann-{‘crect, when a man,
running full {peed, ftopt the coach. FHe
came up to the window, and I faw he was
the Captain’s fervant. Ile had a broad
grin on his face, and panted for breath.
Madame Duval demanded his bufinefs ;
“ Madam,” anfwered he, * my mafter de-
fires his compliments to you, and=—and—-
and he fays he withes it well over with you.
He! he! he!—"

Madame Duval inftantly darted forward,
and gave him a violent blow on the face
“ Take that back for your anfwer, firral,”
cried the, ““ and learn to grin at your bet-
ters another time.  Coachman, drive on!”

The fervant was in a violent paflion, and
fwore terribly ; but we were foon out of
hearing.

The rage of Madame Duval was greater
than ever, and fhe inveighed againft the
Captain with fuch fury, that I was even
apprehenfive fhe would have returned
to his houfe, purpofely to reproach him,
which fhe repeatedly threatened to doy nor
would fhe, 1 believe, have hefitated a mo-
H 3 ment,
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nent; but that,

lence, he has really mad

aing her vip-

her afraid of

‘When we came to her lodgings, we found
all the Branghtons in the paf 1.10( impa-
tiently waiting for us, with thc door open.

¢ Only fe

, here’s Mifs I”” cried the bro-
“ Well, I declare I thought as much !”
faid the younger fifter,

“ Why, Mifs,” faid Mr. Rranghten, 1
think you might as we 11 have come with
your coufins at once; it’s throwing money
in the dirt, to pay two coaches for one

P
fare,

 Lord, father,” cried the fon, * make
no words about that; for I’ll pay for the
coach that Mifs had.”

ioxf ) 1eF I\now very wcll anfwered Mr,
Branohton, ¢ that you’ re always more rea-
dy to fpend than to earn.’

I then interfered, and begged that I might
myfelf be allowed to pay " the fare, as the
expence was incurred upon my accounts
they all faid #0, and propofed that the fame
coach fhould carry us on to the opera.

While this pafled, the Mifs Branghtons
were examining my drefs, which, indeed,
was very improper for my company ; and,
as I was extremely unwilling to be fo con-
{picuous amopglt them, I requefted Ma-
dame
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dame Duval to borrow a hat or bonnet for
me of the people of the houfe. But fhe
never Wears either herfelf, and thinks them
very Englifb and barbarous; therefore fhe
infifted that I fhould go fvl drefled, as 1
had prepared. myfelf for the pit, thou igh 1
made many objcutlon

‘We were then all crowded into the fame
carriage; but when we arrived at the opera~
houfe, 1 contrived to pay tl;c coachman.
They made a. great many fpeeches; but
Mr. Bran'*um ’~; refletion }:.'.fi determined
me not to be indebted to him.

If I had not been too much chagrined to
laugh, 1 thould have been cxtrcmcl‘* divert-
ed at their ignorance of whatever belongs
to'an opera. - In the firft nlacc, they could
not tell at what door we ought to enter, ai
we wandered about for fome time, without
lum\mw which. way to.tuen': they did not
chufe to apply to me, though L was the
only perfon af ‘the party ¥ vE hw ever ‘be-
fore been at an-opera; becaufe they were
unwilling to fupyo that their wwhy coufin,

i
i
1
i

as they were pleafed to call m , thould be
better acquauum with any l ondon publlc
p}acc than mcm d\w. 1. was: very indiffe-

ent and carelefs upon this {fubjet, but net
a livtle L‘nr:'ny at finding that-my drefs, fo
different from that of the company to which
Y 4

I belonged,
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attrafted general notice and ob-

Ina (L rt time, however, we arrived at
one of the dum-haepcr s bars. Mr. Brangh-
ton demanded for: what part of the houfe
they took money ?* They anfwered the pit,
and regarded us all with great earneftnefs.
The fon then advancing, faid, * Sir, if you

leafe, I beg that'l may treat Mifs.”

“ We'll fettle that another time,” an-
fwered Mr. Branghton, and: put down a
guinea.

Two tickets of admiffion were given to
him.

Mr. Branghton, in his turn, now ftared
at the door-keeper, and demanded what he
meant by giving him only two tickets for a
Aaiies

“ O nly two, Sir 1”” faid the man, * why
don’t you know that the tickets are half a
gu‘i‘nea each 2

Half a gumea each !”” repeated Mr.
Branghton, *° why I never heard of {fuch a
thing in my life ! And pray, Sir, how many
will they admit ?”

¢ Juft as ufual, Sir, one penon each.”

““ But one perfon for half a guinea !—=
why I only want to fit in the pit, friend.”

Had not the Ladies better fit in the
gqllexy, Sir for they’ll h ardlv chufe to go
into the pit with their hats on "

s & -
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“ 0, as to that,” cried Mifs Branghton,
if our hats are too high, we’ll take them:

(43
off when we get in. I fha’n’t mind it,. for 1
did my hair ‘on purpofe.”

Another party then approaching, the
door-keeper could no longer attend to Mr.
Brangliton, who, taking up the guinea, told
him 1t fhould be long enough before he’d
fee it again, and walked away.

The young ladies, in fome confufion,
exprefled their furprife, that their papa
fhould not know the Opera prices, which,
for their parts, they had read in the papers
a thoufand times.

“ The price of ftocks,” faid he, *““is
enough for me to fee after; and I took it
for granted it was the fame thing here as at
the play-houfe.”

“ I knew well enough what the price
was,” faid the fon, *° but I would not
fpeak, becauf¢ 1 thought perhaps they’d
take lefs, as we’re fuch a large party.”

The fifters both laughed very contemp-
tuoufly at this idea, and atked him if he
ever heard of people’s abating any thing at
a public place ?

“ I don’t know whether I have or no,”
anfwered he, * but I’m fure if they would,
youw'd like it fo much the worfe.”

¥ Very true, Tom,” cried Mr.. Brangh-

k5 ton 3
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ton “ tell a woman that any thing h rea-
ibl\lbn(., dﬂd the’ll be fure to lntc .

“ Well,” faid Mifs Polly, I hope that
Aunt and Mifs will be of our ﬁdL, for Papa
always takes part with T om.”

““"Come, come,” cried Madame Duval,
j if you ‘land talking here, we fha'n’t get

o place at all.”
II . Branghton then enquired the way
o the Hu'y, and, when we came to the

aoor-l\eeuu demanded what was. to pay.

“ Phe ufual | price, Sir,” faid the man.

“ Then give me change, » cried Mr.
Branohton, again putting down his guinea.

“ For how many, Sir i

“ Why—1let’s fee, —for m:

* For fix, Sir? why you've given me
but a guinea. -

But a guinea ! why How much would
you have ? I fm)po e it ’n’t half a guinea
."_;‘.‘c:ci* iere too !

No, Sir, only five thillings.”

Mr. Branghton. again rook up his unfor-
tunate guinea, and protefted he would {ub-
Wit o no fuch in moﬁhm I then propofed
that we fhould return home, but Madame
Duval would not confent, an.d W€ were con-
dutted; by a woman who fells books of the
Opera, to Lmofhcr o Llluy door, where, after
(umL d)fpufmg, l\/h Branghton at laft paid,
and we all went up flairs,

Madame:
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Madame Duval complained very much
of the trouble of going fo high, but Mr,
Branghton delired her not to hold the place
too cheap, ** for, whatever you may. think,”
eried he, I affure you 1 paid pit. price;
fo don’t fuppefe I come here to fave my
money.”

¢« Well, to be fure,” faid Mifs Branghs
ton, ¢ there’s no judging of -a place by the
outfide, elfe, I muft needs fay, there’s no-
thing very extraordinary in the ftair-cafe.”

But, when we entered the gallery, their
amazement and difappointment became ge-
neral. For a few inftants, they looked at
one another without fpeaking,-and then
they all broke fitence at once,

“ Lord, Papa,” exclaimed Mifs Polly,,
“ why you have brought us-to the one-
fhilling gallery I”

“ I'll be glad to give youtwo fhillings,
though,” anfwered he, * to pay. I was
never fo fooled out of my money before,
fince the hour of my birth. Kither the
door-keeper’s a knave, or thisis the greatefl
impofition that ever was put upon. the pub-
het?

“ Ma foi,> cried Madame Duval, °*- I ne-
ver fat in- fuch a mean place in all my life;
—=why' it’s as high !=—we {ha’n’t fee no-
4> .93

at . the time,” -faid Mr,
H o6
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anghton, - *“ that three fhillings was am
exorbitant pi'iw for-a place in the gallery;
but as we’d been afked fo much more at
the other doors, why I paid it w1tho‘1t mmy
words ;- but then, ‘to be fure, thinks I,
€an never be hkc any other ga Hcr/,—ac
thall fee fome crinkum-crankum or other fot
our ‘meney ;~but I find ms as-arrant. a
take-in as ever I met with.?

“ Why it’s as likc the twelaeptr\ny gal-
lery at Drary-lane,” cried the fon, *“as two
peas’ are-one to another. I mever knew fa-
ther fo bit before.”

“Yord,” faid Mifs Brano*hton, 52 |
thought it would have been quite a fine
P lace,—-all over I don’t know what,—and
done quite mn-tafte.”

In this manner they continued to exprefs
their diffatistaction till the curtain drew up 3
arter which, their obfervations were very
curious. - They‘made no allowance for ‘the
cuftoms, or even for-the language of ano-
ther country, but formed all-their remarks
upon comparifons with the Englifh theatre,

wadnt-mdmw all‘my wvexation at hav-
ing been forced into a party {o very difagree-
able, and that, teo, from one fo much-—-
very much- the contrary——yet; would they

have fuffered- me to liftep,” I fhould have
forgotten eve;‘y thing unpleafant, and felt
nothing but delight, in hearing the fweet
vQice.

5
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voice of ‘Signor Millico, the firft finges;
but they tormented me with continual talk-
ing.

“ What a jabbering they make I’ cried
Mr. Branghtons;  there’s no knowing a
word they fay. Pray what’s the reafon they
can’t'as well fing in Englifh 2—but I fup-
pofe the fine folks would not like it,if they
could underftand 1t.”

“ How unnatural their aion is!” faid
the fon 3  why now who ever faw an En-
glithman put himfelf in fuch out-of-the-way
poitu res?”’ : :

For my part,” faid Mifs-Polly; I
think it’s very pretty, only I don’t known
what it means.”

‘ Lord, what does that fignify 2’ cried’
her fifter; ““mayn’t one like a thing with-
out being fo very particular {=——You may
fee that Mifs likes it,. and I don’t fuppofe
fhe knows more of the matter than we
do.”

A gentleman, foon after, was fo obliging:

as to make room in the front row for Miis
Branghton and me. We had no. fooner
feated: ourfelves, than Mifs Branghton ex-
claimed, *“ Good gracious! only fee l—why,
Polly, all the people in. the pit are withous
hats, drefled like any thing !

“_ Lord, fo they are,” cried Mifs Polly,
% well, I never faw. the like l—it’s worth
coming
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coming to the Opera if one faw 'pothing
elfe.”

I was then able to diftinguifh the happy
party I had left; andil faw that Lord Or-
ville had feated himfelf next to Mrs. Mir-
van. Sir Clement had his eyes perpetually
eaft towards the five fhilling gallery, where
I fuppofe he concluded that we were {eated ;
however, before the Opera was over, I have
reafon to believe that he had difcovered me,
high and diftant as I was from him. - Pro-
bably he diftinguithed me by my head-
drefs.

At the end of the firft act, as the green
curtain dropped, to prepare for the dance,
they imagined that the Opera was done, and
Mr. Branghton expreffed great indignation
that he had been tricked out of his money
with fo little trouble.  * Now if any En-
glithman was to do fuch an impudent thing
asthis,” faid he, * why he'd be pelted ;=
but here, one of thefe outlandifh gentry may
do jutt what he pleafes; and come on, and
fqueaki'out a fong or two, and then pocket
your maney without further ceremony.”

However, fo determined he was to be
diffatisfied, that, before thé conclufion of
the third a&, he found fill more fault with
the Opera for being toodong, and wendered
whether they thoughtﬂthcir finging good

enough to ferve us for fupper,

ingr

Dur
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During the {ymphony of a fong of Signor
Millico’s, in the fecond aét, young Mr.
Branghton faid, “ It’s my belief that that
fellow’s going to fing another fong !—why
these’s nothing but finging ! —1 wonder
when they’ll fpeak.”

This fong, which was flow and pathetic,
caught all my attention, and I lean’d my
head forward to avoid hearing their obfer-
vations, that I might liften without inter-
ruption ; but, upon turning round, when
the fong was over, I found that I was the
objeét of general diverfion to the whole
party ; for the Mifs Branghtons were titter-
ing, and the two gentlemen making figns
and faces at me, implying their contempt of
my affectation.

This difcovery determined me to appear
as inattentive as themfelves ; but I was very
much provoked at being thus prevented en-
joying the only pleafure, which, in fuch a
party,. was within my power.

“ So, Mifs,” -faid Mr. Branghton,
“ you’re quite in the fathion, I fee ;—fo
you: like Operas ? well, Pm not fo polite;
f can’t like nonfenfe, let it be never fo much
the tafte.”

““ But pray, Mifs,” faid the fon, ““ what
makes that fellow look fo doleful while he’s

finging
oo 4+
¢ Probably

FN A 159
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‘ Probably becaufe the character he per-
forms is in diftrefs.”

*“ Why then I think he might as well let
alone finging ’till he’s in better cue: it’s
out of all nature for a man to" be piping
when he’s indiftrefs. For my part, I never
fing but when I’'m merry; yet I love a fong
as well as mofl people.”

When the curtain dropt, they all re-
JOI‘C‘ﬁd. R

How do you like it ?~—and how do you
like it ?”” paffed from one to another with
looks. of the utmoft contempt. ““ As for
me,” faid Mr. Branghton, ““they’ve caught
me once, but if ever they do again, I’ll
give ’em leave to {ing me to Bedlam for my
pains : for fuch a heap of ftuff never did I
hear; there is n’t one ounce of fenfe in the
whole Opera, nothing but one continued
fqueaking and {qualling from beginning to
end.”

* If T had been in the pit,” faid Ma-
dame Duval, “ I fhould have liked it
vaftly, for mulic is my pafiion ;. but fitting
in fuch a place as this, is quite unbear-
able.”

Mifs Branghton, looking at me, declared,
that fhe was not gensee/ enough to admire
i,

Mifs Pelly confefled, that, if they would
but
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but: fing Englifh, the fhould like it wvery

well.

The brother wifhed he could raife a riot
in the houfe, becaufe then he might get his
money again.

And, finally, they all agreed, that it was
monflrous dear.

During the laft dance, I perceived, {tand-
ing near the gallery-door, Sir Clement Wil-
loughby. I was extremely vexed, and
would have given the world to have avoided
being feen by him: my chief objection
was, from the apprehe'nﬁon that he wou’d
hear Mifs Branghton call me confin.—1 fear
you will think this London journey has
made me: grow very proud, but indeed this
family is fo low-bred and vulgar, that 1
fhould be equally athamed of fuch a con-
nexion in the country, or any where. And
really I had already been fo much chagrined
that Sir Clement had been a witnefs of Ma-
dame Duval’s power over me, that T could
not bear to be expofed to any further mor-
tification. ;

As the feats cleared, by parties going
away, Sir Clement approached nearer to
us; the Mifs Branghtons obferved with fur-
prife, what a fine gentleman was come 1nto
the gallery; and they gave me great reafon
to expect, that they would endeavour ta
attraét his notice, by familiarity with me;

whenever
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whenever he fhould join us; and foy .1
formed a fort of plan, to pu_vmt any cons
verfation. I .am afraid you- will: think it
wrong ; and fo I do myfelf now —-but, at
the time, I only confidered how I might
avoid immediate humiliation.

As {oon as he was within two feats of us,
he fpoke to me, *“ I am very happy, Mifs
Aunville, to have found you, for the Ladies
below have each -an humble attendant, and
therefore I am come to offer my fervices
here.”

*“ Why then,” cried I, (not without he-
ucatmO) if you pleafe ieh will join them.”

“ Will you: allow me the honour of con-
ducting you.?” cried he eagerly ; and, in
ftantly taking my. hand, he would have
marched away with me: but I turned to
Madame Duval, and faid, *° As our party
is {o large, Madam, if you will give me
leave, I will go dewn to: Mirs: Mirvan, that
I may not crowd youw in the €oach.”

And then, without wa'mm for.an anfwer,
I fuffered Sir Clement to hand me out of the
gallery.

Madame Duval, I doubt not, will be
very angry, and fo I am with 'n\iJr now.
and therefore I cannot be { annlf_\i. but
Mr. Branghton, Lam fu e, will eafily com-
fort. himielf;.in having elcaped the addi-
tional coach expence “of carrying me to

Qgec D
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Queen-Ann-ftreet : - as to ‘his daughterss
they had no time to fpeak, but I faw they
were in utter amazement.

My intention was to join Mrs. Mirvan,
and ‘accompany her home. Sir Clement
was in high {pirits and good-humour ; and, !
all the way we went, I was fool enough to
rejoice in fecret at the fuccefs of my plan ;
nor was it till I got down ftairs, and amidfb
the fervants, that any difficulty oceurred to
me of meeting with my friends.

I then afked Sir Clement how I fhould
contrive to acquaint Mrs. Mirvan that I had -
left Madame Duval ?

“ I fear it will be almoft impoffible to
find her,” anfwered he; “ but you can have

f no objection to permitting me to fee you

| fafe home.”

| e then defired his fervant, who was
waiting, to order his chariot to draw up.

This quite ftartled me; I turned to him
baftily, and faid that I could not think of
goi‘t‘]g away without Mrs. Mirvan, ;

But how can we meet with her?” cried
he; ¢ you will not chufc togo into the pit
yourfelf ; I cannot fend a fervant there 3 and
it is impoffible for me to go and leave you
alone.”

The truth of this was indifputable, and
totally filenced me. Yet, asfoon as I could

recollect myfelf, I determined not to go in

131S
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his chariot, and told him T believed I had
oeft return to my party up fairs.

He would not hear of this ; and earneftly
entreated me not to withdraw the truft 1
had repofed in him.

While he was {peaking, I faw Lord Or-
ville, with feveral ladies and gentlemen,
coming from the pit paflage: unfortunately,
he faw me too, and, leaving his company,
advanced inftantly towards me, and, with
an air and voice of furprife, faid, *“ Good
God, do I fee Mifs Anville !

I now moft feverety felt the folly of my
plan, and the aukwardnefs of my fituation’;
however, I haftened to tell him, though in a
hefitating manner, that I was waiting for
Mrs. Mirvan: but what was my difap-
pointment, when he acquainted me that the
was already goné home !

I was inexpreffibly diftreffed; to fuffer
Lord Orville to think me fatisfied with the
fingle protection of Sir Clement Willough-
by, 1 could not bear ; yet I was more than
ever averfe to returning to a party which
I dreaded his feeing : 1 ftood fome moments
in fufpenfe, and could not help exclaiming,

Good Heaven, what can I'do I’

* Why, my dear Madam,” cried Sir Cle-
ment, ““ fhould you be thus uneafy P—you
will reach Queen- Ann-ftreet almoft as foon

as
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as Mrs. Mirvan, and I am {ure you cannot
doubt being as fafe.”

I made no anfwer, and Lord Otrville then
faid, ¢ My coach is here ; and my fervants
are ready to take any commands Mifs An-
ville will honour me with for them. I fhall
myfelf go home in a chair, and therefore="

How grateful did I feel for a propofal fo
confiderate, and made with fo much deli-
cacy! I fhould gladly have accepted it, had
I been permitted, but Sir Clement would
not let him even finifh his {peech ; he inter-
rupted him with evident difpleafure, and
faid, * My Lord, my own chariot is now
at the door,”

And juft then the fervant came, and told
him the carriage was ready. Hebegged to
have the honour of conduéting me to it,
and would have taken my hand, but I drew
it back, faying, ““ I can’t—1I can’t indeed !
pray go by yourfelf—and as to me, let me
have a chair,”

“ Impofiible !” (cried he with vehe-
mence) “I cannot think of trufting you with
ftrange chairmen,—I cannot anfwer it to
Mrs. Mirvan,—come, dear Madam, we
fhall be home in five minutes.”

Again 1 ftood fufpended. With what
joy would I then have compromifed with
my pride, to have been once more with
Madame Duval and the Branghtons, pro-
vided

165
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vided I had not met with Liord Orvillel
However, I flatter myfelf that he not only
faw, but pitied my embarrafiment, for he
faid, in a tone of voice unufually {oftened,
 To offer my fervices in the prefence of
Sir Clement Willoughby would be {fuper-
fluous; but T hope I need not affure Mifs
Anville, how happy it would make me to
be of the leaft ufe to her.”

I courtfied my thanks. Sir Clement with

reat earneftnefs preffed me to go; and
while T was thus uneafily deliberating what
to do; the dance, I fuppofe, finithed, for the
people crowded down ftairs. Had Lord
Orville then repeated his offer, T would
have accepted it, notwithftanding Sir Cle-
ment’s repugnance ; but I fancy he thought
it would be impertinent. In a very few
minutes I heard Madame Duval’s voice, as
the defcended from the gallery; * Well,”
cried I, haftily, * if I muft go—" I ftopt,
but Sir Clement immediately handed me
into his chariot, called out *“ Queen-Ann-
treet,” and then jumped in himfelf. TLord
Orville, with a bow and a half fmile, wifhed
me good night.

My concern was fo great, at being feen
and left by Lord Orville in fo ftrange a
ficuation, that I fhould have been beft
pleafed to have remained wholly filent du-

1 ring
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ring our ride home : but'Sir Clement took
care to prevent that.

He began by making many ‘complaints
of ‘my ~unwillingnefs to tuft myfelf with
him, and begged to know what could be
the .reafon.: This queftion fo much em-
barrafled me, that T could not tell what to
anfwer, but ‘only faid, that I was forry to
have taken up fo much of his time.

O Mifs Anville,” (cried he, taking my
hand) if youknew with what tranfport I
would dedicate to you not only the prefent
but all the future time allotted to me, you
would not injuré ‘me by making fuch an
apology.”

I could not think of a word to fay to
this, nor'to a great many other equally fine
fpeeches with which he ran on, though I
would fain: have withdrawn my hand, ‘and
made almoft continual attempts ; but in
vain, for he atually grafped it between
both his, without any regard to my refift-
ance.

Soon after, he faid that he believed the
coachman was going the wrong way, and
he called to his fervant, and gave him di-
rections. | Then again addrefling himfelf to
me, *“ How often, how afliduouily have I
fought an opportunity of fpeaking to you,
without the prefence of that brute Captain
Mirvan ! Fortune has now kindly favoured

me
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me with one, and. permit me,” (again feiz-
ing my hand)  permit me to ufe it, in
telling you that I adore you1”

I was quite thunderftruck at this abrupt
and unexpected declaration. For fome mo-
ments I was filent, but, when I recovered
from my furprife, I faid, *“Indeed, Sir, if
you were determined to make me repent
leaving my own party fo foolifhly, you have
very well fucceeded.”

““ My deareft life,” cried he, “ is it pof-
fible you can be fo cruel ? ‘Can your nature
and your countenance be {o totally oppo-
fite? Can the {weet bloom upon thofe
charming cheeks, which appears as much
the refult of good-humour as of beauty—"

“ 0, Sir,” cried I, interrupting him,
“ this is very fine; but I had hoped we
had had enough of this fort of converfation
at the Ridotto, and I did not expeét you
would fo foon refume it.”

““ What I then faid, my fweet reproacher,
was the effe&t of a miftaken, a prophane
idea, that your underftandinig held no com-
petition with your beauty ; but now, now
that I find you equally incomparable in
both, all words, all powers of {peech, are
too feeble to exprefs the admiration I feel
of your excellencies.”

Indeed,” cried I, *“ if you did not talk in
one lapguage, and think in another, yon
would



BEVELIENSE W

would never fuppofe that I could give credit
to praife fo very much above my defert.”

This fpeech, which I made very gravely,
occafioned ftill ftronger proteftations, which
he continued to pour forth, and I continued
to difclaim, till I began to wonder that we
were not in Queen-Ann-Street, and begged
he would defire the coachman to drive fafter,

“ And does this little moment,” cried
he, *“which is the firft of happinefs I have
ever known, does it already appear fo very
long to you ?”

““1 am afraid the man has miftaken the
way,” anfwered I, * or elfe we fhould ere
now have been at our journey’s end. I
muft beg you will fpeak to him.”

“ And can you think me fo much my
own enemy?=—if my good genius has in-
fpired the man with a defire of prolonging
my happinels, can you expec that I fhould
counter-att its indulgence ?”’

1 now began to apprehend that he had
himfelf order&d the man to go a wrong
way, and I was fo much alarmed at the idea,
that, the very inftant it occurred to me, I
let down the glafs, and made a fudden efs
fort to open the chariot-door myfelf, with
a view of jumping into the ftreety but he
caught hold of me, exclaiming, “For
Heaven’s fake, what is the matter £”

¢ J==I don’t know,” cried I, (quite out
Vou. 1, I of
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of breath) *“ but I am fure the man goes
wrong, and, if you will not fpeak to him,
I am determined I will get out myfelf.”

“ You amaze me,” anfwered he, (ftill
holding me) ‘‘ I cannot imagine what you
apprehend. Surely you can have no doubts
of my honour ?”

He drew me towards him as he fpoke. 1
was frightened dreadfully, and could hardly
fay, * No, Sir, no,—none at all,—only
Mrs. Mirvan,~—I think fhe will be un-
eafy.”

 Whence this alarm, my deareft angel ?
—What can you fear ?—my life is af your
devotion, and can you, then, doubt my
protetion ?”

And fo faying, he paffionately kiffed my
hand.

Never, inmy whole life, have I been fo
terrified. I broke forcibly from him, and,
putting my head out of the window, called
aloud to the man to ftop. Where we then
were I know not, but I faw not a human
being, or I thould have called for help.

Sir Clement, w.th great earneftnefs, en-
deavoured to appeafe and coriipofe me;
“ If you do not intend to murder me,” cried
1, “ for mercy’s, for pity’s fake, let me get
out !”

“ Compofe your {pirits, my deareft life,?
cried he, “ and I will do every thing you
would
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would have me.” And then he called to
the man himfelf, and bid him make hafte
to Queen-Ann-Strect. “ This ftupid fel-
low,” continued he, ‘ has certainly miftaken
my orders ; but I hope you are .now fully
fatisfied.”

I made no anfwer, but kept my head at
the window, watching which way he drove,
but without any comfort to myfelf, as I
was quite unacquainted with either the right
or the wrong.

Sir Clement now poured forth abundant
proteftations of honour, and aflurances of
re{pect, entreating my pardon for having
offended me, and befeeching my good opi-
nion: but I was quite filent, having too
much apprehenfion to make reproaches,
and too much anger to fpeak without,

In this mannet we went through feveral
ftreets, till at laft, to my great terror, he
fuddenly orderedthe man to ftop, and faid,
““ Mifs Anville, we are now within twenty
yards of your houfe; but I cannot bear to
part with you, till you generoufly forgive
me for the offence you have taken, and
promife not to make it known to the Mir-
vans,”

I hefitated between fear and indignation.

“ Your reluftance to fpeak, redoubles
my contrition for having difpleafed you,
fince it fhews the reliance I might have on

Ia a pre-
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a promife which you will not give without
confideration.”

¢ 1am very, very much diftreffed,” cried
I, ¢ you atk a promile which you muft be
fenfible T ought not to grant, and yet dare
not refufe.”

“ Drive on!” cried he to the coachman ;
— Mifs Anville, I will not compel you; I
will exaét no promife, but truft wholly to
your -generofity.”

This rather foftened me; which advan-
tage he no fooner perceived, than he deter-
mined to avail himfelf of, for he flung
himfelf on his knees, and pleaded with {o
much fubmiffion, that I was really obliged
to forgive him, becaufe his humiliation
made me quite athamed : and, after that,
he would not let me reft till I gave him my
word that I would not complain of him to
Mrs. Mirvan.

My own folly and pride, which had put
me in his power, were pleas which I could
not but attend to in his favour. However,

"I fhall take very particular care never to be

again alone with him.
When, at laft, we arrived at our houfe,
I was fo overjoyed, that I fhould certainly
have pardoned him then, if T had not be-
fore. As he handed me up ftairs, he {colded
his fervant aloud, and very angrily, for
having gone fo much out of the way. Mifs
Mirvan
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Mirvan ran out to meet me,~—and/who
thould I. fee behind her, but—Lord Or-
ville !

All my joy now vanifhed, and gave place
to fhame and confufion; for I could nos
endure that he fhould know how long a
time Sir Clement and I had been together,
fince I was not at liberty to aflign any rea-
fon for it.

They all expreffed great fatisfaction at
feeing me, and faid they had been extremely
wneafy and furprifed that I was fo long
coming home, as they had heard from Liord
Orville that I was not with. Madame Du-
val.” Sir Clement; in an affected paffion,
faid that' his booby of a fervant had mifs
underftood his orders, and was driving us
to the upper end of Piccadilly. For my
part, I only coloured, for though 1 would
not forfeit my word, I yet difdained to
confirm a tale in which I had myfelf no
belief.

Lord Orville, with great politenefs, con-
gratulated me that the troubles of the even-
ing had fo happily ended, and faid, that he
had found it impoflible to return home,
before he enquired after my fafety.

In a very fhort time he took leave, and
Sir Clement followed him. As {foon as
they were gone, Mrs, Mirvan, though with
great foftnefs, blamed me for having quit-
1 3 wed
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ted Madame Duval. 1 affured her, and
with truth, that for the future I would be
more prudent.

The adventures of the evening fo much
difconcerted me, that I could not fleep all
night. I am under the moft cruel appre-
henfions, left Lord Orville thould fuppofe
my being on the gallery-{tairs with Sir Cle-
ment was a concerted fcheme, and even
that our continuing o long together in his
chariot, was with my approbation, fince I
did not fay a word on the fubjett, nor ex-
prefs any diffatisfadtion at the coachman’s
pretended blunder.

Yet, his coming hither to wait our arrival,
though it feems to imply fome doubt, {hews
alfo fome anxiety. Indeed Mils Mirvan
fays, that he appeared extremely anxious,
nay uneafy and impatient for my return. If
1 did not fear to flatter myfelf, I fhould
think it not impofifible but that he had a
fufpicion of Sir Clement’s defign, and was
therefore concerned for my fafety.

What a long letter is this ! however, 1
thall not write many more from London,
for the Captain faid this morning, that he
would leave tewn on Tuefday next. Ma-
dame Duval will dine hereto-day, and then
fhe is torbe told his intention.

I am very much amazed that the accepted
Mrs. Mirvan’s invitation, as {he was in fuch

wrath
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wrathyefterday. I fear that to-day I fhall
myfel” be thé principal object of her dif-
pleafire; but I muft fubmit patiently, for
I camot defend myfelf.

Adieu, my deareft Sir. Should this let-
ter be produdtive of any uneafinefs to you,
more than ever fhall T repent the heedlefs
impradence which it recites.

L-ET T ER XX
Ewelina in continuation,

Monday Morning, April 18.
MRS. Mirvan has juft communicated

to me an anecdote concerning Lord
Orvile, which has much furprifed, half
leaed, and half pained me,

While they were fitting together during
the Opera, he told her that he had been
grealy concerned at the impertinence which
the young lady under her protetion had
{uffered from Mr. Lovel ; but that he had
the'pleafure of affuring her, fhe had no fu-
tute difturbance to apprehend from him.

Mrs. Mirvan, with great eagernefs, beg-
ged he would explain himfelf, and faid fhe
I4 hoped
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hoped he had not thought fo infignificant
an affair worthy his ferious attention.

““ There is nothing,” anfwered he, ““ which
requires more mmxe%mu notice than i imper-
tinence, for it ever encroaches when it is
tolerated.” He then add led, that he be-
lieved he ought to apologize for the liber ty
he had alfen ofmtcrfumg but that, as he
regarded himfelf in the light of a party con-
cerned, from having had the honour of
dancing with Mifs Anville, he could not
poflibly reconcile to himfelf a patient neu-
trality.

«He then proceeded to tell her, that he
nad waited -upon Mr. Lovel the morning
after the play ; that the vifit had proved an
amicable one, but the particulars were nei-
ther entertaining nor neceffary ; he only
affured her, Mifs Anville might be per-
fectly eafy, fince Mr. Lovel had engaged
his honour never more to mention, or even
to hint at what had paffed at Mrs. btanlcy s
aflembly.

Mrs. Mirvan exprefled her fatisfation at
this conclufion, and thanked him for his
polite attention to her young friend.

¢ It would be needlefs,” faid he, *“to
requeft that this affair may never tmnfpxrc
fince Mrs. Mirvan cannot but fee the necef-
fity of keeping it inviolably fecret; but I
thought
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thought it incumbent upon me, as the young
lady is under your protection, to affure
both you and her of Mr. Lovel’s future
refpect.”

Had I known of this vifit previous to
Lord Orville’s making it, what dreadful
uneafinefs would it have coft me ! Yet that
he fhould fo much intereft himfelf in fecur-
ing me from offence, gives me, I muft
own, an internal pleafure greater than 1
can exprefs, for I feared' he had too con-
temptuous an opinion of me, to take any
trouble upon my account. Though, after
all, this interference might rather be to {a-
tisfy his own delicacy, than from thinking
well of me.

But how cool, how quiet is true cou-
rage | Who, from {eeing Lord Orville at
the play, would have imagined. his refent-
ment would have hazarded his life? yet his
difpleafure was evident, though his real
bravery and his politenefs equally guarded
him from entering into any difcufiion in
our prefence.

Madame Duval, as I expected, was moft
terribly angry yefterday ; fhe {colded me
for I believe two hours, on account of hav-
ing left her, and. protefted fhe had been fo
much furprifed at my going, without giving
her time to anfwer, that fhe hardly knew
whether fhe was awake or afleep. - But. fhe

5 affured
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affured me, that ifwcr I did fo again, fhe
would never more take me into pub To
And the exprefied an equal degree of dif-
sleafure againit Sir Clement, bccanu Iu,
had not even 1pol en to hu, and becaufe
he was always of the Captain’s fide iR an
argument. The (Jupuun as bound in hoe-
nour, warmly defended him, and then fol-
lowed a difpute in the ufual (‘zyk

After dinner, Murs. Mirvan introduced
the fubject of our leaving London. Ma-
dame Duval fai \* fhe \”luull [tay a month
or two longer. e Captain told her fhe
was welcome, but that he and his: family
fhould go into the country on Tuefday
morning.

A moft difagreeable fcene followed 3 Ma- '
dame I:uvﬂ inf ﬁm upon keeping me with
her ; but Mrs. Mirvan faid, that as I was
aCtually engaged on 2 y vifit to Lady Howard,
who had only confented to my leaving her
for a few days, fhe could not think of re-
turning without me,

Pcrhaps if the Captain had not interfered,
the good-breeding and mildnefs of NIrs.
“/xrmn might have had fome effect upon
P/Iadamu Duvﬂ but he p‘.ﬂls no oppor-
tunl ty of pl‘O\OkmU her, and therefore
made fo many grois s and rude fpeeches, all
of which the retorted, that, in conclufion,
fhe vowed fhe would foener go to law, in
righ.
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right of her relationthip, than that T fhould
be taken away from her.

I heard this account from Mrs. Mirvan,
who was fo kindly confiderate as to give me
a pretence for quitting the room, as foon
as this difpute begun, left Madame Duval
fhould refer to me, and infift on my cbe-
dience.

The final refult of the converfation was,
that, to foften matters for the prefent, Ma-
dame Duval fhould make one in the party
for Howard Grove, whither we are pofi-
tively to go next Wednefday.

Mrs. Mirvan is now writing to Lady
Howard, to excufe bringing this unexpected
guelt, and to prevent the difagreeable {ur-
prife, which muft, otherwife, attend .her
reception. This dear lady feems eternally

tudying my happinefs and advantage.

"To-night we go to the Pantheon, which
is the laft diverfion we fhall partake of in
London, for to-morrow =

* ® * ¥

This moment, my deareft Sir, I have
received your kind letter.

If you thought us too diffipated the firft
week, Ialmoft fear to know what you will
think of ‘us -this fecond ;——noWever, the
Pantheon
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Pantheon this evening will probably be tlie
lalt public place which I fhall ever fee.

The aflurance of your {fupport and pre-
teCtion in regard to Madame Duval; though
what I never doubted, excites my utmok
gratitude : how, indeed, cherithed under
your roof, the happy object of yeur con-
ftant indulgence, how could I have borre
to become the flave of her tyrannical hu-
mours ?=~pardon me that I {peak fo hardly
of her, but, whenever the idea of paffing
my days with her oceurs to me, the compa-
rifon which paturaily follows, takes from
me all that forbearance, which, I believe, 1
owe her.

You are already difpleafed with Sir Cls-
ment : to be fure, then, his behaviour aftar
the opera will not make his peace with you.
Indeed, the more I refle¢t upon it, the more
angry I'am. I was entirely in. his power,
and it was cruel in him to caufe me fo.much
terror.

O my deareft Sir, were I but worthy tie
prayers and the withes you offer for me, tie
utmoft ambition of my heart would be fully
{atisfied ! but I greatly fear you will find
me, now that I am out of the reach of your
afliting prudence, more weak and imperfect
than you could have expected.

I bave nog now time to write anotler
woid,
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word, for T muft immediately haften to
drefs for the evening.

LETTER XXIIL
Ewvelina in continuation.

Quees- Ann-Street, Tuelday, April 195

HERE is fomething to me half me-
lancholy in writing an. account of
our laft adventures in Londons however,
as this day is merely appropriated to pack-
ing, and preparations for our journey, and
as . fhall fhortly have no more adventures
to write, I think I may as well complete
my town journal at once. And, when you
have itall together, 1 hope, my dear Sir, you
will fend me your obfervations and thoughts
upon it to. Howard Grove.

About eight o’clock we went to the Pan-
theon. 1 was extremely firuck with the
beauty of the building, which greatly fur-
paffed whatever I could have expected or
uragined. Yes, it has more the appearance
of a chapel, than of a place of diverfion;
ard, though I was quite charmed. with the
magnificence of the room, I felt that 1
could. not be as gay and thoughtlefs there
as at Ranclagh, for there is fomething in.it

which
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which rather infpires awe and folemnity,

than mirth and pleafure. - However, “per-
haps it may only have this effe¢t upon fuch
a novice as myfelf.

I fhould have faid, that our party con-
filted only.of Captain; Mrs. and Mifs Mir-
van, as Madame Duval {pent the day in
the city :=which I'own"I could not la-
ment.

There was a great deal of company ; but
the firft perfon we faw was Sir Clement
Willoughby. - He addrefled us with his
ufual eafe, and joined us for the whole eve-
ning. I-felt myfelf very uneafy in his pre-
fence; for I could not look at him, nor
hear him fpeak, without recolletting the
chariot adventure ; but, to my great amaze-
ment, I obferved that he looked at me with-
out the leaft apparent difcompofure, tho’
certainly he ought not to think of his be-
haviour without bluthing. = I really wifh I
had not forgiven him, and then he could
not have ventured to {peak to meany more,

There was an exceeding good concert,
but too much talking to hear it well. In-
deed I am quite aftonithed to find how little
mulic is attended to'in filence ; for though
every body -feems to admire, hardly any
body liftens.

We did not fee Lord Orville, till we -
went into the tea-room, which is large,
low,
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Jow, and under ground, and ferves merely
as a foil to the apartments above; he then
fat next to us; he feemed to belong to a
large party, chiefly of ladies; but, among
the gentlemen attending them, I perceived
Mr. Lovel.

I was extremely irrefolute whether or not
1 ‘ought to make any acknowledgments: to
Lord Orville for his generous conduét in
fecuring me from the future impertinence
of that man; and I thought, that as he
had feemed to allow Mrs, Mirvan to ac-
quaint: me, though no one elfe, of the
meafures which he had taken, he might
perhaps fuppofe me ungrateful if filent:
however, I might have fpared myfelf the
trouble of deliberating, as 1 never once had
the fhadow of an opportunity of {peaking
unheard by Sir Clement. - On the contrary,
he was fo exceedingly officious and forward,
that I could net fay a word to any body,
but inftantly he bent his head forward, with
an air of profound attention, as if I had
addreflfed myfelf wholly to him : and yet, I
never once looked at him, and would not
have fpoken to him on any account.

Indeed, Mrs. Mirvan herfelf, though
unacquainted with the ‘behaviour of Sir
Clement after the opera, fays it i1s not right
for a young woman to be feen fo frequently
"in public with the fame gentleman; and, if
our
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our ftay in town was to be léngthened, fhe
would endeavour to reprefent to the Cap-
tain the improptiety of allowing his conftant
attendance ; for Sir Clement, with all his
eafinefs, could not be fo eternally - of ‘our
parties, if the Captain was lefs fond of his
company.

At the fame table with Lord Orville, fat
a gentleman,=I call him {o only becaufe
he was at the fame table,~who, almoft
from the moment ¥ was feated, fixed his
eyes {tedfaftly on my face, and never once
removed them to any other objeét during
tea-time, notwithftanding my diflike of his
ftaring muft, I am fure, have been very
evident. T was quite furprifed, that a man
whofe boldnefs was fo offenfive, could
have gained admiffion into a party of which
Lord Orville made one; for I naturally
concluded him' to be fome low-bred, and:
uneducated man ;3 and I thought my idea
was undubitably confirmed, when'I heard
him fay torSir Clement Willoughby, in an
audible whifper,—which is a mode of {peech
very diftrefling and difagreeable to by-ftand-
ers,— *“ For Heaven’s fake, Willoughby,
who:is that lovely creature ?”

But what was miy amazement, when, lif-
tening attentively for the anfwer, though
my head was turned another way, I heard
Sir Clement fay, *° I am forry I cannot in=
form.
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form your Lordfhip, but I -am ignorant
myfelf.”

Lordfbip I—how extraordinary ! that ‘a
nobleman, accuftomed, in all probability, to
the firlt rank of company in the kingdom,
from his earlicft infancy, can pofiibly be
deficient in good manners, however faulty in
morals and principles! Even Sir Clement
Willoughby appeared modeft in comparis
fon with this perfon.

During tea, a converfation was coms
menced upon the times, fathions, and pub-
lic places, in which the company of both
tables joined. It begdn by Sir Clement’s
enquiring of Mifs Mirvan and of me if the
Panthéon had anfwered our expeftations.

We both readily agreed that it had great-
ly exceeded them.

“ Ay, to be fure,” faid the Captain,
“yhy you don’t fuppofe they’d confefs they
did n’t like it, do you? = Whatever’s the
fafhion, they muft like of courfe y==or elfe
I’d be bound for it they’d own, that there
never was fuch a dull place as this here in-
vented.”

“ And has, then, this building,” faid
Lord Otville, *no merit that may ferve to
leflen your cenfure? Will not your €yé&
Sir, fpeak fomething in its favour £’
~ ‘“ Eye,” cried the Lord, (I don’t know
his name,) * and is there any eye here, that
can
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can find any plﬁd ure in looking at dead
walls or ftatues, when {uch hea vmﬂv nvmg

obvrdcs as ]now fee demand all their ad-

1ration 2’

“Q, certainly,” faid Lord Orville, * the
lifelefs f]/;ﬂ netry of architefture, however
beautiful the defign and proportion, no man
would be fo mad as to put in competition with
the animated charms of nature : but when, as
to-night, the eye may be regaled at the fame
time and in one view, with.all the excel-
lence of art, and all the perfection of na-
ture, I cannot thmA{ that either fuffer by
bemor feen together.”

¥ Iarmt my Lord,” faid Sir Clement,
“ that the cool eye of ummpamoned phl‘o-
fophy may view both with equal attention,
and equal fafety; but, where the heart is
not fo well guarded, it is aptto interfere,
and render, even to the eye, all objeéts but
one mﬁpd and umntcref‘cmor "

“idye, aye,” cried the Laptam “ you
may talk what you will of your eye here,
and your eye there, and, for the matter of
that, to be fure you have two -—Jut we all
know they both fquint one w ay.’

“ Far beit from me,” faid Lord Orville,
to difpute the magneric power of beauty,
whichirrefiftibly drawsand attraéts whatever
has foul and fympathy : and I am happy to
acknowledge,, that though we have now no

10 gods

(41
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gods to occupy a manfion profefledly buile
for them, yet we have fecured their bester
balves, for we have goddeffes to whom we all
moit willingly bow down.” And then, with
a very droll air, he made a profound reve-
rence to the ladies.

“ They’d need be goddefies with a ven-
geance,” faid the Captain,  for they’re
mortal dear to look at.  Howfomever, 1
thould be glad to know what you can fee in.
€'er a face among them that’s worth half a
guinea for a fight.”

“ Half a guinea!” exclaimed that fame
Lord, I would give half I am worth, for
a fight of only ere, provided I make my
own choice, And, prithee, how can mo-
ney be better employed than in the fervice
of fine wornen

“ If the ladies of his own party can par-
don the Captain’s fpeech,” faid Sir Cle-
ment, < I think he has a fair claim to the
forgivenefs of all.”

““ Then you depend very much, ‘as I
doubt not ‘but you may,” faid Lotrd Or-
ville, ““ upon the general fweetnefs of the
fex s—=but, - as to the ladies of the Captain’s
party, they may ealily pardon,  for they
cannot be hurt.”

“ But they muft have a devilith good
conceit of themfelyes, though,” fdid the
Captainy < to believe all that. Howlom.

eve r,
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ever, whether or no, I fhould be glad @
be told, by fome of you who feem to be
knowmg in them things, what kind of d-
verfion can be found in fuch a place as this
hcre, for one who has had, leng ago, lis
full of face-hunting ”

7*very body lmvlwd but nooody {poke.

¢ Why }ook you there, ‘now,” continutd
the Captain, “you’reall ata dead ftand 1~
not a man among you can anfwer that thee
queftion. V\/hy, then, I muft make boldto
conclude, that you all come here for 10
manner of purpofe but to ftare at one aro-
ther’s pxcfty faces -,-—*hough for the mit-
ter ‘of that, half of “em are plaguy ugly,—
and, as to Cother half,—I believe it’s noae
of God’s manufaltory.”

‘“ What the ladies may come hither for,
Sir,” faid Mr. Lovel, (ftroking his rufH:Q,
and looking down,) “ it would ill becone
#s to determine ; but as to we men, doubt-
lefs we can have no other view, than to zd-
mire: them.”

“If I ben’t miftaken,” cried the Cap-
tain, (looking earneftly in his face,) *‘ you
are that fame Icrfon we faw at Love lor
Love t'other night ;—be n’t you ?”

Mr. Lovel bowed

*“ Why then, Gentlemen,” continued le,
with a loud laugh, “‘ I muft tell you a nnit
excellent good joke;=-when all was ovir,
as.

5
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as fure as you're alive, he afked what the
plag was! Ha, ha, . hal ™

“ Sir,” faid Mr. Lovel, colouring, * if
you were as much ufed to a town life as I
am—which, I prefume, is not precifely the
cafe,—1 fancy you would not find fo much
diverfion from a circumftance fo common.”

“ Common! what, is it common:” re-
pested the Captain; *° why then, *fore
George, fuch chaps are more fit to be fent
to fchool, and well difciplined with a cat
o’ aine tails, than to poke their heads into
a play-houfe. Why, a play is the only thing
lef:, now-a-days, that has a grain of fenfe
in it ; for as to all the reft of your public
plices, d’ye fee, if they were all put to-
gether, I would n’t give hat for ‘em !”
{nzpping his fngers. “ And now we're
talking of them fort of things, there’s your
operas,—1 fhould like to know, now, what
any of you can find to fay for them.”

Lord Orville, who was moft able to have
anfwered, feemed by no means to think the
Ciptain worthy an argument, upon a fub-
jedt concerning which he had neither know-
ledge nor feeling : but, turning to us, he
fad, * The ladies are filent, and we feem
to have engroffed the converfation to our-
felves, in which we are much more our
own enemies than theirs. But,” addrefling
himfelf to Mifs Mirvan and me, © I am
moft
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moft defirous to hear the opinions of thefe
young ladies, to whom all public places
muft, as yet, be new.”

We both, and with eagernefs, declared
that we had received as much, if not more
pleafure, at the opera than any where : but
we had better have been filent; for the
Captain, quite difpleafed, faid, *“ What
fignifies afking them girls ? Do you think
they know their own minds yet? Afk ‘'em
after any thing that’s called diverfion, and
you’re fure they’ll fay it’s vaftly fine ;—they
are a fet of parrots, and fpeak by rote, for
they all fay the fame thing: but afk ‘em
how they like making puddings and pies,
and I’ll ‘warrant you'll pofe ’em. As to
them operas, I defire I may hear no more
of their liking fuch nonfenfe; and for you,
Moll,” to his daughter, ““ I charge you, as
you value my favour, that you'll never
again be fo impertinent as to have a tafte of
your own before my face. There are fools
enough in the world, without your adding
to their number, I'll have no daughter of
mine affect them fort of megrims. It is a
fhame they a’n’t put down; and if I'd my
will, there’s not a magiftrate in this town,
but thould be knocked of the head for fuf-
fering them. If you've a mind to praife
any thing, why you may praife a play, and
welcome, for I like it myfelf.”

This
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‘This reproof effectually filenced us both
for the reft of the evening. Nay, indeed,
for {fome minutes it feemed to filence every
body elfe; till Mr, Lovel, not willing to
lofe an opportunity of returning the Cap-
tain’s farcafm, faid, * Why, really, Sir, it
is but natural, to be moft pleafed with what
is moft familiar, and, I think, of all our
diverfions, there is not one fo much in
common between us and the country, asa
play. Not a village but has its barns and
comedians ; and as for the ftage-bufinefs, why
it may be pretty equally dene any where;
and even in regard to #s, and the canaille,
confined as we all are within the femi-circle
of a theatre, there is no })L‘.:e where the dif«
tintion is lefs obvious:”

While the Captain feemed confidering for
Mr. Lovel’s méaning, Lord Orville, pro-
bably with a view to prevent his finding it,
changed the fubje& to Cox's Mufeum, and
afked what he thought of it?

« Think 1—" faid he, “ why I think as
how it i'n’t wosth thinking about. I like
no fuch jem cracks. It is only fit, in my
mind, for monkeys,—though, for aught I
know, they too might turn up their nofes
at it.”

“ May we afk your Lordfhip’s own opi-
nion ?” faid Mrs, Mirvan,

“ The mechanifm,” anfwered “he, “is
wonderfully
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wondetfully ingenious: I am forry it is
turned to no better account ; but its purport
is fo frivolous, fo very remote from all aim
at inftruétion or utility, that the fight of fo
fine ‘a fhew, only leaves a regret on the
mind, that fo much work, and fo much in-
genuity, fhould not be better beftowed.”

“ The truth is,” faid the Captain, *“ that
in all this huge town, fo full as it is of
folks of all {orts, there i’n’t fo much as one
public pluce, befides the play-houfe, where
a man, that’s to fay a man who 75 2 man,
ought not to be athamed to fhew his face.
T’other day, they got me to a ridotto; but
I believe it will be I ong enough before they
get me to another, I knew no more what
to do with myfelf, than if my fhip’s com-
pany had been 1 umnmrphoibd into French-
men. - Then, again, there’s your famous
Ranelagh, that you make fuch a fufs about,
—why what a dull place is that l—it’s the
wor& of all.’

“ Ranelagh dull I”=—* Ranelagh dull1”
was echoed trom mouth to mouth, and all
the ladies, as if of one accord, regarded the
Captain with looks of the moft ironical con-
tempt.

*“ As to Ranelagh,” faid Mr. Lovel,
moft indubitably, though the price is
plebeian, it is by no means adapted to the
plebeian tafte. It requires a certain acquaint-

apce

<
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ance with high life, and—and==and fome-
thing of—-of—-—-ibmething dun vrai goiit, to
be really fenfible of its merit. Thofe whofe
“~whofe conneétions, and fo forth, are not
among Je gens comme il faut, can feel nothing
but enuui at fuch a place as Ranelagh.

“Ranelagh ! cried Lord ek 2 3
‘tis the divineft place under heaven,==or,
indeed,~—for aught T know =~—-~="

** O you creature I” cried a pretty, but
affefted young lady, patting him with her
fan, ““ you fha'n’t talk fo; T know what
you are going to fay; but, pofitively, 1
won't fit by you, if you’re fo wicked.”

“ And how can one fit by you, and be
good ?” faid he, ““when ctly to look at
you is enough to make one wicked==-or
wifh to befo :”

“ Fie, my Lord I” returned fhe, * you
are really infufferable, I don’t think I fhall
fpeak to you again thefe feven years.”

““What a metamorphofis,”" cried Lord
Orville, *“ fhould you make a patriarch of
his Lordthip 1

““ Seven years I” faid he : ¢ dear Madam,
be contented with telling me. you will not
fpeak to me after feven years, and 1 will
endeavour to fubmit,”

“Q, very well, my Lord,” anfwered

ihe, “ pray date the end of our fpeakin
Vo, L. K

o
o
to
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you pleafe, Il

to each other
promife to agree to your time.
« You know, dear Madam,” faid be,
- : 2 o
fipping his tea, ¢ you know 1 only live 1n

your fight.

. O yes, my Lord, I have long known
that. But I begin to fear we fhall be too
late for Ranelagh this evening.”

O no, Madam,” faid Mr. Lovel, look-
ing at his watch,. © it is but juft paft ten.”

% No more!” cried fhe, ¢ O then we
fhall do very well.”

All the ladies then ftarted up, and de-
clared they had no time to lofe.

« Why what the D—.” cried the Cap-
tain, (leaning forward with both his arms
on the table,) are you going 1O Ranelagh
at this time of night p?

The ladies-looked at one another, and

as early as

fmiled.
¢ To Ranelagh?” cried Lord =

¢ Yes, and 1 hope you are going 1005 for
we cannot poflibly excufe thefe ladies.”
e ’I go to Ranelagh ?=—if I do, I'll be

Every body now ftood ‘up, and the
ftranger Lord, coming round to me, faid,
(19 3
“ You go, 1 hope ¢

¢« No, my Lord, I believe not.”

“ O you cannot, muft not be fo barba-

And he took my hand, and ran on

tE]
rous. .
faying
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faying fuch fine fpeeches and compliments,
that I might almoft have {uppofed myfelf a
goddefs, and him a pagan, paying me ado-
ration. As foon as I poflibly could, I drew
back my hand; but he frequently, in the
courfe of converfation, contrived to take it
again, though it was extremely difagreeable
to me ;3 and the more fo, as 1 faw that Lord
Orville had his eyes fixed upon us, with a
gravity of attention that made me uneafy.

And, furely, my dear Sir, it was a great
liberty in this Lord, notwithftanding his
rank, to treat me fo freely. As to Sk
Clement, he feemed in mifery.

They all endeavoured to prevail with the
Captain to join the Ranelagh party; and
this Lord told me, in a low voice, that i
awas tearing bis beart out to go without me.

During this converfation, M. Lovel
came forward, and affuming a look of fur-
prife, made me a bow, and enquired how
1 did, protefting, upon his honour, that he
had not feen me before, or would fooner
have paid his refpects to me.

Though his politenefs was evidently con-
ftrained, yet I was very glad to be thus af-
fured of having nothing more to fear from
him.

The Captain, far from liftening to their
perfuafions of accompanying them to Ra-

nelagh, was quite in a paffion at the pro-
K2 pofal,
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[y pofal, and vowed he would fooner go to
: the Black-hole in Calcutta.
¢« But,” faid Lord —; ““ if the ladies
will take their tea at Ranelagh, you may
| depend upon our feeing them fafe home, for
g we fhall all be proud of the honour of at-
b 15 tending them.”
4 < May be fo,” faid the Captain ; “but P’ll
tell you what, if one of thefe places be n’t
) enough for them to-night, why to-morrow
! they fhall go to ne’er a ne.
We inftantly declared ourfelves very rea:
, dy to go home.
it “ Tt is not for yourfelves that we peti-
tion,”” faid Lord , “ but for us; if
?? you have any charity, you will not be fo
cruel as to deny us; we only beg you to
prolong our happinefs for a few minutes,—
the favour is but a fmall one for you to
grant, -though fo great a one for us to re-
1 ceive.”
% To tell you a piece of my mind,” faid
i the Captain, furlily, * I think you might
H as well not give the girls fo much of this
1
|

palaver : they’ll take it all for gofpel. As
to Moll, why fhe’s well enough, but no-
thing extraordinary, though, perhaps, you
may_ perfuade her that her pug-nofe is all
the fathion : and as to the other, why fhe’s

good white and red, to be fure; but what
of
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of that ?=—F1l warrant fhe’ll moulder away
as faft as her neighbours.”

““Is there,” cried Lord , ¢ another
man in this place, who, {eeing fuch objedts,
could make fuch a fpeech ?”

“ Asto that there,” returned the Cap-
tain, I don’t know whether there be or
no, and, to make free, I don’t cares for I
fha’n’t go for to model myfelf by any of
thefe fair-weather chaps, who dare not fo
much as fay their fouls are their own,~
and, for aught I know, no more they ben’t.
I’m almoft as much athamed of my coun-
trymen, as if I was a Frenchman, and 1
believe in my heart there i’n’t a pin to chuie
between them ; and, before long, we fhall
hear the very failors talking that lingo, and
fee never a fwabber without a bag and a
fword.”

¢« He, he, he!—well, ’*pon honour,”
cried Mr, Lovel, “ you gentlemen of the
ocean have a moft fevere way of judging.”

“ Severe! *fore George, that is impof-
fible; for, tocut the matter {hort, the men,
as they call themfelves, are no better than
monkeys ; and as to the women, why they
are mere dolls. So, now you’ve got my
opinion of this fubject; and fo T wifh you
good night.”

The ladies, who were very impatient to
be gone, made their courtfies, and tripped
K 3
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uwdy,mjl owed by all the gentlemen of their

party, excr’pt the Lord I have before mens
moned, and- Lord Orville, who ftayed to
make enquiries of Mrs. Mirvan conccrning
our leaving town; and then faying, with
his ufual politenefs, fomething civil to each
of us, with a very grave air, he quitted us.

Lord —— remained fome minutes long-
er, which he {pent in making a profufion of
Lomphments to me, bj which he prevented
my hearing diftinétly what Lord Orville
faid, to my great vexation, efpecially as he
lookeu——l thoqvnt fo, at leaft,—as if dif-
pleafed at his pd"thblc‘.rltY of behaviour to
me.

In going to an outward room,. to wait
for the carriage, I walked, and could: not
poffibly avoid it, between this nobleman
and Sir Clement Wlllouvhby, and, when
the fervant faid the coach ftopped the way,
though: the latter offered me his hand, which
I thould much have preferred, this fame
Lord, without any ceremony, took mine
himfelf ; and Sir Clement, with a look ex-
tremely provoked, conduéted Mrs. Mir-
van,

In all ranks and all ftations of life, how
i‘;range}y do u.aracten and manners differ !
I.ord Orville, with a politenefs which knows
no intermiffion, and makes no diftin¢tion, is
as unafluming and modett, as if he had never
: mixed
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mixed with the great, and was totally igno-
rant of every qualification he poflefles; this
other Lord, though lavith of compliments
and fine fpeeches, feems to me an entire
ftranger to real good-breeding ; whoever
ftrikes his fancy, engrofles his whole atten-
tion. He is forward and bold, has an air of
haughtinefs towards men, and a look of li-
Bertinifm towards women, and his con-
fcious quality feems to have given him a
freedom in his way of fpeaking to either
fex, that is very little fhort of rudenefs.

When we returned home, we were all
low-fpirited ; = the evening’s entertainment
had difpleafed the Captain, and his difplea-
fure, I believe, difconcerted us all.

And here 1 thought to have concluded
my letter; but, to my great furprife, juft
now we had a vifit from Lord Orville. He
called, he faid, to pay his refpects to us
before we left town, and made {nany. -
quiries ' concerning our réturny and, when
Mrs. Mirvan told him we were going into
the country without any view of again
quitting it, he exprefied his concern in fuch
terms—o polite, fo flattering, fo ferious—,
that I could hardly forbear being forry my-
felf. Were I to go immediately to Berry
Hill, Tam fure 1 fhould feel nothing but
ioy ;=—Dut, now we are joined by this Cap-
tain, and by Madame Duval, 1 mult own

K 4 I'expect
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[ expedt very little pleafure at Howard
Grove.

Before Lord Orville went, Sir Clement
Willoughby called. He was more grave
than I had ever {een him, and made feveral
attempts to {peak to me in a low voice,
and to affure me that his regret wpon the
occafion of our journey, was entirely upon
my account. But I was not in {pirits, and
could not bear to be teazed by him. How-
ever, he has fo well paid his court to Cap-
tain Mirvan, that he gave him a very hearty
wvitation to the Grove. At this, he brighs
tened,—and, juft then, Lord Orville took
leave ! .

No doubt but he was difgufted at this
ill-timed, ill-bred partiality : for furely it
was very wrong to make an invitation be-
fore Lord Orville, in which he was not in-
cluded! I was fo much chagrined, that; as
foonas he went, I left the room; and I
thall not go down ftairs till Sir Clement is
gone,

Lord Orville cannot but obferve his affi-
duous endeavours to ingratiate himfelf into
my favour; and does not this extravagant
civility of Captain Mirvan, give him reafon
to fuppofe, that it meets with our general
approbation? I cannot think wpon  this
fubjet, without inexpreflible uneafinefs ;—
and yet, 1 can think of nothing elfe.

: Adiey,
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Adieu, my deareft Sir. Pray write to me
immediately. How many long letters has
this one fhort fortnight produced ! More
than I'may, probably, ever write again: I
fear 1 fhall have tired you with reading
them ; but you will now have time to reft,
for I fhall find but little to fay in future.

And now, moft honoured Sir, with all
the follies and imperfections which ‘I have
thus faithfully recounted, can you, and
with unabated kindnefs, fuffer me to fign.
myfelf

Your dutiful,
and moft affetionate
EvELINA?

LETTER XXIV.
My, Villars to Evelina.

Berry Hill, April 22.

OW much do I rejoice that I can a-

~§ gain addrefs my letrers to Howard
Grove | - My Evelina would “have grieved,
had fhe known the anxiety of my mind,
during her refidence in the great werld.
My apprehenfions have been- inexpreflibly
alarming ;  and your journal,” at once éxcit-
ing and relieving my fears, has almoft
K wholly

L
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wholly occupied me, fince the time of your
dating it from London.

Sir Clement Willoughby muft be an art-
ful, defigning man ; I amextreniely irrita-
ted at his conduct. The paffion he pretends
for you has neither fincerity nor honour ; the
manner and the opportunities he has chofen
to declare it, are bordering upon infult,

His unworthy behaviour after the opera,
convinces me, that, had net your vehemence
frightened him, Queen-Ann-ftreet would
have been the laft place whither he would
have ordered his chariot. O my child, how
thankful am I for your efcape! I need not
now, I am fure, enlarge upon your indif-
cretion and want of thought, in fo haftily,
trufting yourfelf with a man {o little known.
to you, and whofe gaiety and flightinefs.
fhould have put you on your guard

The nobleman you met at the Pantheon,
bold and forward as you- deferibe him to
be, gives me no apprehenfion; a man who
appears {0 openly licentious, and who makes
his attack with fo little regard to decorum,
is one who, to a mind. fuch as my Evelina’s,
can neyer be feen but with. the difguft
which his manners ought to excite.

But Sir Clement, though he feeks occa-
fions to give real offence, contrives to avoid
all appearance of intentional evil. He is
far more dangerous, becaufe more artful;
but
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but Tam happy to obferve, that he feems
to have made no imprefiion upon your
heart, and therefore a very little care and
pru‘kme may. fecure you from thofe deligns
which I fear he has formed,

Lord Orville appears to be of a better
order of beings. His fpirited conduct to
the meanly impertinent Lovel, and his an-
xiety for you after the opera, prove him to
be a man of fenfe and of feeling. Doubtlefs
he thought there was much reafon to trem-
ble for your fafety, while expofed to the
power of Sir Clement; and he acted with
a-regard to real honour, that will always
incline me to think well of him, in fo im-
mediately acquainting the Mirvan family
with your fituation.. Many men of this
age, from a falfe and pretended delicacy to
a hxend would have quietly purfued their
own ahan:, and thought 1t more honour-
able to leave an un ulpe&mg young crea-
ture to the mercy of a libertine, than to
rifk his difpleafure by. taking meafures for
her fecurity. '

Your evident concern at leaving Lon-
don, is very natural ; and yert it afflicts me.
I ever dreaded your bemg too much ple‘zi ecl
with a life of diffipation, which youth and
vivacity render but too allurmor and I al-
moft regret the confent for your journey,
which I had not the refelution to wzthhuld

K. 6 Alas,

A, 203
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Alas, my child, the artlefinefs of your
nature, and the fimplicity of your educa-
tion, alike unfit you for the thorny paths
of the great and bufy world. The fuppofed
obfcurity of your birth and fituation, makes
you liable to a thoufand difagreeable ad-
ventures. Not only my views, but my
hopes for your future life, have ever cen>
tered in the country. = Shall I own to you,
that, however I may differ from: Captain
Mirvan in other refpeds, yet my opinion
of the town, its manners, inhabitants, and
diverfions, is much upon a level with his
own? Indeed it is the general harbour of
fraud and of folly, of duplicity and of im-
pertinence ; and I with few-things more fer-
vently, than that you may have taken a
lafting leave of it.

Remember, however, that I only fpeak
in regard to a public and diffipated life ;- in
private families, we may doubtlefs find as
much goodnefs, honefty, and virtue, in
L.oondon as in the country.

If contented with a retired ftation, I ftill.
bope I fhall live to fee my Evelina the
ornament of her neighbourhood, and the
pride and delight of her family: giving
and receiving joy from fuch fociety as may
belt deferve her affection, and employing
herfelf in fuch ufeful and innocent occupa-
tions as may fecure and merit the tendereft

love
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love of her ‘friends, and the worthieft fa-
tisfaétion of her own heart.

Such are my hopes, and fuch have been
my expectations. Difappoint them not, my
beloved child, but chear me with a few lines,
that may affure me, this one fhort fortnight
fpent in town, has not undone the work of
feventeen years {pent in the country.

ARTHUR VILLARS,

L E. P8 EB-RY: XXV
FEwelina to the Rev. M. Villars.

Howard:Grove, April 25;
O, my dear Sir, no; the work of [even-
teen years remains fuch as it was, ever
unworthy your time and your labour, but
not more fo now,—at leaft I hope not,—
than before that fortnight which has fo much
alarmed you.

And yet, I muft confefs, that 1 am not
half fo happy here at prefent, as I was ere
I went to town : but the change is in the
place, not in me. Captain: Mirvan and
Madame Duval have ruined Howard Grove.
The harmony that reigned here, is difturb-
ed, our fchemes are broken, our way of
life is altered, and our comfort is deftroyed.

5 But
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But do not fuppofe London to be the fource
of thefe evils; for, had our excurfion been
any where elfe, fo difagreeable an addition
to our houfhold, muft have caufed the fame
change at our return.

I was fure you would be difpleafed with
Sir Clement Willoughby, and therefore I
am by no means furprifed at what you fay
of him: but for Lord Orville—I muit
own I had greatly feared, that my weak and
imperfect account would not have. procur-
ed him the good opinion which he fo well
deferves, and which I am dehighted to find
you feem to have of him. O Sir, could I
have done- juftice to-the merit of which I
Believe him poffeflfed,~~could I have painted
hiny toou {uch as he.appeared to me,—then,
indeed, you would have had fome idearof
the claim which he has to your approba-
tion !

After the laft letter which I wrote in
town, nothing more pafled previous to our:

journey hither, except a very violent quar-

rel between Captain Mirvan and Madame
Duval. As the Captain intended to travel
on horfeback, he had fettled that we four
females thould make ufe of his coach. Ma-
dame Duval did not come: to Queen-Ann-
ftreet, till the carriage had waited fome
time at. the door, and then, attended by

Monfieyr
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Monfieur Du Bois, fhe made her appear-
ance.

The Captain, impatient to be gone, would
not fuffer them to enter the houfe, but in-
fifted that we fhould immediately get into
the coach. We obeyed ; but were no fooner
feated, than Madame Duval faid, *“ Come,
Monfieur Du Bois, thefer girls can make
very good room for you; fit clofer, chil-
dren.

Mrs. Mirvan looked quite confounded,
and M. Du Bois, after making fome apolo-
mu, about crowding us, u&ually got into
the coach, on the fide with Mifs th.m
and me. But no fooner was he feated, than
the Captain, who had obferved this tran{-
ation very quietly, walked up to the coach-
door,, faying, ‘‘ What, neither with your
leave, nor by your leave ?”’

M. Du Bois feemed rather fhocked, and
began to make abundance of excufes; but
Lhe Captain neither underftood nor regarc led
him; and,, very roughly, faid, ° ¢ Look’ ce
Monfieur, this here may be a French fa-
fhion, for aught I know ;—but Give and
Take is fair in all nations; and {o now,
d’ye fee, I'll make bold to. fhew you an
Englith one.”

And then, feizing his wrift, he made
him jump out of the coach.

M. Du Bois inftantly put his hand upon
hi:

S
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his fword, and threatened to refent this in-
dignity. The Captain, holding up his ftick,
bid him draw at his peril.  Mrs. Mirvan,
greatly alarmed, got out of the coach, and,
ftanding between them, entreated her hul-

band to re-enter the houfe.

“ None of your clack!” cried he, an-
grily, * what the D—1, do you fuppofe 1
can’t manage a Frenchman ?”

Mean time, Madame Duval called out
to M. Du Bois, “ Eb e, mon ami,
we g corriger pas; €€ lain béte qui ne
vaut pas la peine.”’

““ Monficur le Capitaine,” cried M. Du
Bois, *“ wonlez-vons bien me ¢ ander pardon?”

“ O ho, you demand pardon do you ?”
faid the Captain, ¢-I thought as much; I
thought you’d come to ;—I0 you have loft
your relith-for an Englifh falutation, have
you #” ftrutting: up.to him with looks of
defiance.

A crowd was now gathering, and Mrs.
Mirvan again befought her hufband to go
into the houfe,

“ Why what a plagueis the woman a-
fraid of? —did you ever know a French-
man. that could not take an. affront ?—I
warrant Monfieur knows what he is about;
==don’t you, Monfieur ?”

M. Du Bois, not underftanding him, only
faid, “ plait-il, Monfieur2",

% No,
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* No, nor difp me, neither,” anfwered
the i;a'.mm “ but be that as it may, what
fignifies our parleying here? If you’ve any
(hmrr to propofe, pul at oncey if not,
why 1u: us go on our journey without more
".\]().

Parbleus je n’entends rien, moi I’ cried
M. Du Bois, thruging his fhoulders, and
looking very difmal.

Mrs. Mirvan then advanced to him, and
faid, in French, that fhe was fure the Cap-
tain had ‘not any intention to affront him,
and begged he would defift from a difpute
which could only be plodu&wc of mutual
mifunderftanding, as neither of them knew
the language of “the other.

This fenfible remonftrance had the defired
effect, -and M. Du Bois, making a bow to
every one, except the Captain, very wifely
gave up the point, and took leave.

We then hoped to proceed quietly on o
journey ; but the turbulent C(J,ra n woulc
not yet permit us : he approached f*ﬁud«un-
Duval with an exulting ulf‘ and faid, “ Why
how’s this, Madam ¢ what, has your cham-
pion deferted yo”f why 1 mr;mht you

told me that you old gentlewomen had
it all your own wa;,', among them French
{parks ?*

““ As to that, Sir,” anfwered fhe, ““it’s

not of no confequence what you thought %

for

T
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on who can behave in fuch a low
think what he pleafes for me,
n’t mind.”

1, Miftrefs, fince you muft
needs make fo free,” cried he, * pleafe to
tell me the reafon why you took the liberty
for to afk any of your followers into my

h, without my leave ? Anfwer me to

Foae 22
irals

““ Why then, pray, Sir,”® returned fhe,
““ tell me the reafon why you took the li-
berty to treat the gentleman in fuch a im-
polite way, as to take and pull him neck
and heels out? I’m fure he had n’t done
nothing to affront you, nor nobody elle;
and I don’t know what great hurt he would
have done you, by juft fitting ftill in the
coach; he would not have eat it.”

*“ ‘What, do you think, then, that my
horfes have nothing to do, but to carry
about your fniveling Frenchmen? 1If you
do, Madam, I muftmake bold to tell you,
you are out, for I’ll fee ’em hanged firft.”

““ More brute you, then! for they’ve ne-
ver carried nobody half fo good.”

““ Why, look’ce, Madam, if you muft
needs provoke me, I’ll tell you a piece of
my mind ; you muft know, I can {ee as far
into a mill-ftone as another man; and fo,
if you thought for to fob me off with one
of your fmirking French puppies for a fon-
in-law,
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somcn,

L
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in-law, why youw’ll find yourfelf in a hobble,
hat’s all.”

¢ Sir, you’re a —— but I won’t {ay
what ;—but, I proteft, I had n’t nofuch a
thought, no more had n’t Monficur Du
Bois.”

“ My dear,” faid Mrs. Mirvan, “ we
fhall be very late.”

“ Well, well,” anfwered he, * get away
then ; off with you, as faft as you can, it’s
high time. As to Molly, fhe’s fine lady e-
nough in all confcience; I want none of
your French chaps to make her worfe.”

And fo faying, he mounted his horfe, and
we drove off. And I could not but think
with regret of the different feelings we ex-
perienced upon leaving London, to what
had belonged to our entering it !

During the journey, Madame Duval was
fo very violent againft the Captain, that fhe
obliged Mrs. Mirvan to tell her, that,
when in her prefence, the muft beg her to
chufe fome other fubje&t of difcoure.

We had a moft affeftionate reception
from Lady Howard, whofe kindnefs and
hofpitality cannot fail of making every body
happy, who is difpofed fo to be.

Adieu, my deareft Sir. I hope, though
I have hitherto neglected to mention it, that
you have always remembered me to whoever
has made any enquiry concerning me.

LETTER
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Ewelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars.

Howard Grove, April 27.
: \,u, I now write in the (rrcan-
i M: Ldame D\wal ha
§ mMe to ucmh,
nd which was as unexpected, as it is fhock-
ing.

"She had been employed for fome hours
this afternaon in reading letters from Lon-
don, and, juft about tea-time, fhe fent for
me into her room, and faid, with a look of
great fatisfaction, ‘“ Come here, child, P’ve
gm fome ver y Good news totell you: fome-
thing that wil {urprlfc you, I'll give you:
my word for you ha’n’t no notion ? of it.”

I chmed her to explain herfelf; and
then, in Serms which I cannot repcat the
faid the had been confidering what a fhame
it was, to fee me fuch a poor country,
fhame-faced thing, when I ought to be a
fine lady ; and that the had long, and upon
feveral bCC"'ﬁU'N bluthed for me, though
the muft own the fault was none of mine:
for nothing better could be expelted from
a girl who had been fo immured. Howe-
ver, fhe affured me fhe had; at length, hit
upon
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upon a plan, which would make quite an-
other creature of me.

I waited, without much impatience, to
hear what this preface led to; but I was
foon awakened to more lively fenfations,
when fhe acquainted me,. that her intention
was to prove my birthright, and to claim,
by law, the inheritance ot my real family !

It would be impoffible for me to exprefs
my extreme confternation, when fhe thus
unfolded her fcheme. My furprife and ter-
ror were equally great. I could fay no-
thing; I hecard her with a {ilence which 1
had not the power to break

She then expatiated very warmly upon
the advantages I thould reap from her plan;
talked in a high ftyle of my future grandeurs
affured me how heartily I thould defpife al-
moft every body and every thing I had hi-
therto feen; prediCted my marrying into
fome family of the firft rank in the king-
dom ; and, finally, faid I fhould fpend a
few months in- Paris, where my education
and manners might receive their lait polifh.

She enlarged alfo upon the delight fhe

thould have, in common with myfelf, from
mortifying the pride of certain people,
and fhewing thern, that fhe was not to be
{lighted with impunity.
In the midft of this difcourfe, I was re-
lieved by a fummons to tea. Madame Dui
va
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val was in great {pirits ; but my emotion
was too p: lJnml for Lonualmxnt and every
body enquired into the caufe. 1 would fain
have waved the fubject, but Madame Duval
was determined to make it public. She
told them, that the had it in her head to
make fomething of me, and that thq thould
{foon call me bv modm name than that of

Anville, and yet that the was not going to
have the child married, neither.

I .could not endure to hear her proceed,
and was going to leave the room ; which,
when L udv howa.u }U(‘HVCd fhe begged
Madame I ’anl would deter her mtelhccnce
to fome other opportunity ; but {he was fo
cager to com mtm'cat: her f{cheme, that the
could bear no delay, and therefore they fuf-
fered me to go, without oppofition. In-
deed, whenever my fitvation or dﬂmrs are
mentioned by D ni adame !)uval {he {peaks of
them with fuch bluntne nd, erity, that
I cannot be tnjmncd at .u{k more cruel tha
to hear her.

I was afterwards acquainted with fome
particulars of the converiation by Mifs Mir-

van, who told me that Madame Duval in-

formed them of her plan with the utmoft
complacency, and feemed to think herfelf
vmy fortunate in having fuggefted ity but
foon after, fhe a cmdentaily betraved that

the had been inftigated to the {cheme by
her
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her relations the Branghtons, whofe letters,
which fhe received to-day, firft mentioned the
propofal. She declared that fhe would have
nothing to do with any round-about ways,
but go openly and inftantly to law, in order
to prove my birth, real name, and title to
the eftate of my anceftors.

How impertinent and officious, in thefe
Branghtons, to interfere thus in my con-
cerns ' You can hardly imagine what a
difturbance this plan has made in the fa-
mily. The Captain, without cnquiring into
any particulars of the affair, has perempto-
rily declared himfelf againtt it, merely be-
caufe it has been propofed by Madame
Duval, and they have battled the point
together with great violence. Mrs. Mir-
van fays fhe will not even think, till fhe
hears your opinion. Bur Lady Howard,
to my gregfurprife, openly avows her ap-
probation of Madame Duval’s intention :
however, fhe will write her reafons and fen-
timents upon the fubject to you herfelf.

As to Mifs Mirvan, the is my fecond felf,
and neither hopes nor fears but as I do.
And as to me;~—] know not what to fay,
nor even what to with ; I have often thought
my fate peculiarly cruel, to have but one
parent, and from that one to be banifthed
for-ever ;=—while, on the other fide, I have
but too well known and felt the propriety
of




of the feparation. Anc :w , you may much
better 1magine than I can exprefs, ‘the in-
ternal anguifh which .fum“’ imes f‘}‘g:'tfcs
nwl art, when I refle€t upon the ftrange

"fuznm that muft occafion a hthu
never to 'mkc the leaft enquiry after the
health, the welfare, or even the life of his

child !
O Sir, to me, thelofs is nothing l—preat-
ly, {weetly, and moft benevolently have

you g ouarded me fr; n feeling it ;=—but for

bim, 1 grieve indeed |—T muit be divefted,
not mcxdy of all i piety, but of all hu-
manity, could I ever think upon this {ub-
jeét, and not be wounded to the foul.

i Again T mu ’c repeat, I know not what
{ to fw//,. this ..1 r me, therefore, my deareft
Sir, and fuffer my doubting mind, that
knows not wh '01 way to diret its hnpes

i

% to be guided by your wifdom and unerring
§ Cot..,ic‘.
EveLINa,

LETTER
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LB TV Be R XX VI,
Lady Howard to the Rev. My. Villars.

Howard Grove,

Dear Sir,

Cannot give a greater proof of the high

opinion I have of your candour, than
by the liberty I am now going to take, of
prefuming to offer you advice, upon a fub-
ject concerning which you have fo juit a
claim to act for yourfelf : but I know you
have too unaffetted a love of juftice, to be
partially tenacious of your own judgment,

Madame Duval has been propofing a
{cheme which has put us all in commotion,
and againft which, at firft, in.common with
the relt of my family, I exclaimed ; but
upon more mature confideration, I own my
objections have almoft wholly vanithed,

This {cheme is no other than to com<
mence a law-fuit with Sir John Belmont,
to prove the validity of his marriage with
Mifs Evelyn ; the neceflary confequence of
which proof, will be fecuring his fortune
and eftate to his daughter.

And why, my dear Sir, fhould not this
be? I know that, upon firit hearing, this
plan conveys ideas that muft fheck you';
but I know, too, that your mind is fupe.

Yoi, L, L rior
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rior to being governed by prejudices, or to
oppofing any important ¢aufe on actount of
a few difagreeable attendant circumftances.

Your lovely charge, now firft entering
into life, has merit which ought not to be
buried in obfcurity. She feems born for
an ornament to the world. Nature has
been bountiful to her of whatever fhe had
to beftow ; and the peculiar attention you
have given to her education, has' formed
her mind to a degree of excellence, that, in
one fo young, I have fcarce ever feen equal-
led. Fortune, alone, has hitherto been {par-
ing of her gifts ; and fhe, too, now opens
the way which leads to all that is left to with
for her.

What your reafons may have been, my
good Sir, for fo carefully concealing the
birth, name, and pretenfions of this amiable
girl, and forbearing to make -any claim
upon Sir John Belmont, I am totally a
ftranger to; but, without knowing, I re-
fpect them, from the high opinion I have
of your charadter and judgment: but I
hope they are not infuperable; for I cannot
but think, that it was never defigned, for
one who feems meant to grace the world, to
have her life devoted to retirement.

Surely Sir John Belmont, wretch- as he
has thewn himfelf, could never fee his ac-

complifhed daughter, and not. be proud to
ewn
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own her, and eager to fecure her the inhes
ritance of his fortune. The admiration
fhe met with in town, though merely the
effect of her external attrattions, was fuch,
that Mrs. Mirvan affures me,- the would
have had the moft {plendid offers, had there
not feemed to be fome myftery in regard
to her birth, ‘which, the was well informed;
was affiduoufly, though vainly, endeavoured
to be difcovered.

Can it be right, my dear Sir, that this
promifing’ young creature fhould be de-
prived of the fortune, and rank of life, to
which the is lawfully eatitled, and which
you have prepared her to fupport and fo
ufe o nobly ? To defpife riches, may, inv
deed, be philofophic, but to difpenfe them
warthily, muft furely be more beneficial to
mankind.

Perhaps a few years, or, indeed, a much
fhorter time, may make this fcheme Imprac-
ticable : Sir John, though yet young, leads
a life too diffipated for long duration ; and,
when too late, we may regret that fome-
thing was not fooner done ; for it will be
next to impoffible, - after he is gone, to fet-
tle or prove any thing with his heirs and
executors, ;

Pardon the earneftnefs with which T write
my fenfe of this affair; but your charming
ward has made me fo warmly her friend,
' L 2 that
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that 1 cannot be indifferent upon a {ubje&t

of ‘fuch importance to her future life.
Adieu, my dear Sir ;—fend me {peedily

an anfwer to this remonftrance, and believe

me to be, &c.
M. Howarb.

L'E T T E R -EXVHE

My, Villars to Lady Howard.
Berry Hill, May z.
'y OUR letter, Madam, has opened a

g fource of anxiety to which I look
forward with dread, and which to fee clofed,
I fcarcely dare expect. 1 am unwilling to
oppofe my opinion to that of your Lady-
fhip, nor;, indeed, can I, but by arguments
which, I believe, will rather rank me as a
hermit, ignorant of the world, and fit only
for my cell, than as a proper guardian, in
an age fuch as this, for an accomplifhed
young woman. Yet, thus called upon, it
behoves me to explain, and endeavour to
vindicate, the reafons by which I have been
hitherto guided.

The mother of this dear child,—who was
led to deftruction by her own imprudence,

the hardnefs of heart of Madame Duval,
and
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and the villainy of Sir John Belmont,—as
once, what her daughter is now, the beft
beloved of my heart ; and her memory, fo
long as my own holds, I fhall love, mourn,
and honour! On the fatal day that her
gentle foul left its manfion, and not m any
hours ere fhe ceafed to breathe, I fo;cmnly
plighted my faith, That ber cbz’d if it lived,
/bozdd knotw no f{szcr but myfe ’4f or ber. ac-
knowledged bufband.”

You cannot, Madam, fuppofe that I
found much dlﬁiculty in adhering to this

romife, and forbearing to make any clainz
upon Slr John Belmont, - Could 1 feel an
affection the moft paternal for this pocr
fufferer, and not abominate her deftroyer ?
Could I with to deliver to 4im, who had fo
bafely betrayed the mother, the helplefs and
mnocent Of“\DI‘I"!(" who, born in fo much
forrow, feemed entitled to all the compaf-
fionate tendernefs of pity ?

For many years, the wame alone of that
man, accidentally fpoken in my hedring,
almoft divefted me of my chriftianity, and
fearce could I forbear to execrate him.
Yer I fought not, neither did I defire, to
deprive him of his child, had he, with
any appearance of contrition, or, indeed,
of humanity, endeavoured to become lefs
unworthy fuch a blefling ;=—but he is 2
ftranger to all parental ndmcr@ and bas,

3 wn.n

A. 221
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with a favage infenfibility, forborne to en-
quire even into the exiftence -of this {weet
orphan, though the fituation of his injured
wife was but too well known to him.

You wifh to be acquainted: with my in-
tentions.—I muft acknowledge, they were
{uch as I now perceiye would not be ho-
noured. with your Ladyfhip’s approbation:
for though I have fometimes thought of
prefenting Evelina to her. father, and de-
manding the juftice which is her due, yet,
at other times, I have both dildained and
feared the application; difdained, left it
fhould be refufed, and feared, left it fhould
be accepted !

Lady Belmont, who was firmly perfuaded
of her approaching diffolution, frequently
and earneftly befought me, that if her in-
fant was a female, I would not abandon
her to the diretion of a man fo -wholly un-
fit to take the charge of hereducation ; but,
thould fhe be importunately demanded, that
1 would retire with her abroad, and care-
fully conceal her from Sir John, till fome
apparent change in his fentiments and con-
duét fhould announce him lefs improper
for fuch a truft. And often would fhe fay,
“ Should the poor babe have any feelings
correfpondent with its mother’s, it will have
no want, while under your protection.”
Alas | fhe had no fooner quitted it herfelf,
than
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than fhe was plunged into a gulph of mifery,
that fivallowed up her peace, reputation,
and life.

During the childhood of Evelina, I fug-
gefted a thoufand plans for the fecurity of
her birth-right ;==but 1 as oftentimes re-
je&ted them. I was in a perpetual conflict,
between. the .defire that fhe fhould have
juftice done her, and the apprehenfion that,
while I improved her fortune, I fhould en-
danger her mind. However, as her cha-
racter began to be formed, and her difpo-
fition to be difplayed, my perplexity abated;
the rfoad before me feemed lefs thorny and
intricate, and I thought I could perceive
the right path from the wrong : for, when I~
oblerved 'the attlefs opennefs, the ingenvous
fimplicity of her nature; when 1 faw that
her guilelefs and ‘innocent foul fancied all
the world to be pure and difinterefted as her-
felf, and that her heart was open to every
impreffion with which love, pity, or art
might affail it ;—then did I flatter myfelf,
that to follow my own incliation, and to
fecure - her welfare, was the famé thing ;
fince, to expofe her to the fnares and dan-
gers inevitably enciccling a houfe of which
the mafter is diflipated and unprincipled,
without the guidance of a mother, or any
prudent and fenfible female, feemed to me
no lefs than fuffering her to ftumble into

L 4 fome

L N & 223




22 B VOB, B Folv: &4

fome dreadful pit, when the fun was in its
meridian. -~ My plan, therefore, was not
merely to educate and to cherifth her as my
own, but to adopt her the heirefs of my
{mall fortune, and to beftow her upen fome
worthy man, with whom- fthe might {pend
her days in tranquillity, chearfulnefs, and
good-humour, untainted by vice, folly, or
ambition.

So much for the time paft. - Such-have
been the motives by which I have been go-
verned ; and 1 hope they will be allowed
not merely to account for, but alfoto juftify,
the conduct which has refulted from them.
It pow remains to fpeak of the time to
come.

And here, indeed, I am fenfible of dif=
ficulties which 1. almoft defpair of fur-
mounting according to my withes. I pay
the higheft deference to your Ladythip’s
opinion, which it is extremely paintul to
me not to concur with 5 yet, I amdo well
acquainted with your goodnefs, that 1 pre-
fume to hope it would not be abfolutely
impofiible for me to offer fuch arguments
as might lead you to think with me, that
this young creature’s chance of happinefs
feems  lefs doubtful in retirement, tham it
would be in the gay and diffipated world :
but why thould 1 perplex: your Ladyfhip
with reafoning that can turn to fo little acs
count ?
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count ? for, alas! what arguments, what
perfuafions can I make ufe of, with any
profpect of fuccefs, to fuch a woman as
Madame Duval ? Her chara&er, and, the
violence ‘of her difpofition, intimidate me
from' making the attempt : 'the is t00 igno-
rant for mﬂru&xon, too obftinate for en-
treaty, and too weak for reafon.

I will not, therefore, enter into a conteit
from which I have nothing to expet but
altercation and impertinence. As foon
would I difcufs the effect of found with
the deaf, or the nature of colours with the
blind, as aim at illuminating with convic-
tion a mind fo warped by prejudice, fo
much the flave of unruly and illiberal paf-
fions. Unufed as fhe is to controul, per-
fuafion would but harden, and oppofition
incenfe her. 1 yield, therefore, to the ne-
ceflity which compels my reluctant acquief-
cence, and fhall now turn all my thoughts
upon confidering’ of fuch methods for the
conduéting this enterprize, as may be moft
conducive to the happinefs of my child,
and leaft liable to wound her fenfibility.

The law-{uit, thercfore, I wholly and
abfolutely difapprove.

Will you, my dear Madam, forgive the
freedom of an old man, if I own mﬂllt'
greatly furprifed, that you could, even
tor a momcnt, liften to a plan fo violent,
L ;5 fo
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fo public, fo totally repugnanit to all female
delicacy 7 I am { isfied your Ladyfhip has
not weighed: this project. - There was a
time, indeed, when, to affert the innocence
of Lady Belmont, and to blazon to the
world the wrongs, not guilt, by which fhe
fuffered, I propofed, nay attempted, a {imi-
lar plan : but then, all afliftance and encou~
racement was denied. How cruel to the

ias
o

remembrance I bear of her woes, 1s this
tardy refentment of Madame Duval ! She
was deaf to the voice of Nature, though
e has hearkened to that of Ambition.

Never can I confent to have this dear
and timid girl brought forward to the no-
tice of the world by fuch a”method ; a
method, which will fubject her tor all the
tmpertinence of curiofity, the {neers of con-
‘e@ure, and the ftings of ridicule. And
for what >~—the attainment of wealth, which
the does not want, and the gratification of
vanity, which fhe does not feel.—A childto
appear againft a father !==no, Madam, old
and infirm as Tam, I woyld even yet {ooner
convey her myfelf to fome remote part of
the world, though I were {fure of dying in
the expedition.

Far different had been the motives iwhich
would have ftintulated her unhappy mothet
to fuch a proceeding s all her felicity in this
world was irretrievably loft ;- her- dife was.

become
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bécome  a burthen to -her, and her fair
fame, which fhe had early been taught to
prize above all other things, had received
a mortal wound : therefore, to clear her
own honour, and to fecure from blemifh
the birth of her child, was all the good
which Fortune had referved herfelf the
power of beflowing. But even. this laft
confolation was with-held from her !

Let milder meafures be adopted ; and——
fince it muft be fo,—let application be
made to Sir John Belmont; but as to a
law-fuit, I hope, upon this fubje&, never
more to hear it mentioned.

With Madame Duval, all pleas of de-
licacy would be ineffectual 3 her “fcheme
muft be oppofed by arguments better fuited
to her underftanding. I will not, therefore,
talk of its impropriety, but endeavour to
prove its inutility. Have the goodnefs,
then, to tell her, that her own intentions
would be fruftrated by her plan, fince,
thould the law-fuit be commenced, and
even fhould the caufe be gained, Sir John
Belmont would ftill have it in his power,
and, if irritated, no doubt in his inclina-
tion, to- cut off her grand-daughter with a
fhilling. :

She cannot do -better, herfelf, than to
remain quiet and inactive in the affair: the

long and mutual animofity between her and
1 Siy
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Sir John, will make her interference merely
produétive of debates and ill-will, Neither
would I have Evelina appear till" fum-
moned.  And -as to myfelf, I muft wholly
decline afing, though I will, with unwea-
ried zeal, devote all my thoughts to giving
counfel : but, in truth, I have neither in=
clination nor fpirits adequate to engaging
perfonally with this man.

My opinion is, that he would pay more
refpect to a letter from your " Ladyfhip
upon this fubject, than from any other per-
fon. Itherefore advife and hope, that you
will yourfelf take the trouble of writing to
him, in order to open' the “affair. 'When
lte fhall be inclined to fee Evelina, I have
for him a- pofthumous letter, which his
much-injured lady left to be prefented to
him, ‘if ever fuch a meeting fhould rake
place.

The views of the’ Branghtons, in fug-
gefting this {cheme, are obvioufly intereft-
ed ; they hope, by fecuring to Evelina the
fortune’ of -her father, 'to induce Madame
Duval to fettle hér own upon thenifelves,
In this, however, they would probably be
miftaken, for little minds have ever‘a pro-’
penfity to beftow their wealth upon thofe
who are already in affluence, and, there-
fore, the lefs her grand-child requires her
affiftance, the more gladly the will give it.

6 I have
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I have but one thing more to add, from
which, however, I can by no means re-
cede: my word fo folemnly given to Lady
Belmont, that her child fhould.never be
owned but with herfelf, muft be inviolably
adhered to,

I am, dear Madam, with great refpelt,

Your Ladyfhip’s molt obedient fervant,

=4 , ~~ARTHUR VILLARS,

L E-T'FE R XXIX,

LA R Mr Villars to Evelina.

Berry Hill, May 2.

OW fincerely do I fympathife in the

uneafinefs and concern which my be-
loved Evelina has fo much reafon to feel!
The cruel fcheme in agitation: is equally:
repugnant to my judgment and my incli-
nationy~—yet to oppofe it; feems impracti=
cable, To follow the diftates of my own
heart, I fhould inftantly recall you to my-
felf, and never more confent to your being
feparated from me; but the manners: andu
epinion of the :world demand a different
conduct. . Hope, however, for the beft, and

A
-
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be fatisfied you fhall meet with -no indig-
nity 3 if you are not received into your own
family as- you ought to be, and with the
diftinétion that is your due, you fhzll leave
it for ever ; and, once again reftored to my
protection, fecure )our own tranquillity,
and make, as you have hitherto done, all

the nappm(.fs of my life !

LETTER XXX,

i Evefina to the Reve My. Villars.

Howard Grove, May 6,

HE die is thrown, and I attend the
event in tremblmo' Lady Howard
has written to Paris, and fent her letter to
town, to be forwarded in the ambaflador’s
packct and in lefs than a fortnight, there-
fore, the cexpects an an{wer. o Slr, with
, what anxious impatience fhall I wait its ar-
i rival | upon-it feems to depend the-fate of
; my future life. My folicitude is fo great,
and my fufpence {fo painful, that I cannot
reft a moment in peace, or turn my thoughts
' into any other channel.
i Deeply interefted as I now am ‘in the
It event, moft fincerely do I regret that the
! plan,

il JM‘F_ ,..‘r',;-.
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plan-was ever propofed : methinks it tannet
end to my fatisfaction ; for either I muft be
torn from the arms of my more than father,
+or I muft have the mifery of being finally
convinced, that I am cruelly rejected by
him-who has the natural claim to that-dear
title ; a title, which to write, mention, or
think of, fills my whiole {oul with filial ten-
dernefs,

The fubject is difcufled here eternally.
Captain Mirvan and Madame Duval, as
ufual, quarrel whenever it is ftarted : but
I am fo wholly engrofied by my owa ‘re-
fleCtions, that I cannot even liften to then.
My imagination changes the fcene perpetu-
ally ;: at one moment, I am embraced by a
kind and relenting parent, who takes me
to that heart from which I have hitherto
been banifhed, and fupplicates, through
me, peace and forgivenefs from the athes
of my mother !—at ‘another, he regards
me with deteftation, confiders me as the
living image of an injured f{aint, and repulfes
me with hortor |=—But I will .not afilityou
with the melancholy phantafms of my brain:
1 will endeavour to compofe my mind to
a more tranquil ftate; and forbear to write
again, till 1 have, in fome meafure, fucs
ceeded.

May Heaven blefs you, my deareft Sir!
and

N Al 23t
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and ‘long, lc:ng may it continue you on
earth; to blefs
Your grateful
Everival

L B TLT B IO,
Lody Howard to Sir Jobn Belmont, Bart.

Howard-Grove, May 3.

Sir,

O U will, doubtlefs, be furprifed at

receiving a letter from one who had
for fo fBort a period the honour of your
acquaintance, and that at fo great a diftance
of time ; but the motive which has induced
me to take this liberty, is of fo delicate a
nature, that were I to commence making
apologies for my officicufnefs, I fear my
Jetter would be too long for your pa-
tience.

You have, probably, already conjectured
the ‘fubjet” upon which I mean to treat.
My regard for Mr. Evelyn and his amiable
daughter, was well known toyou: nor can
T ever ceafe to be interefted in whatever be-
longs to their memory or family.

I'muft own myfelf fomewhat diftreflfed in
what
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what manner to introduce the purport of
my writing ; yet, as I think that; in affairs
of this ls.md franknefs is the firft requifite
to a good undexl’candmo between the parties
concerned I will neither torment you nor
myfelf with punétilious ceremonies, but
proceed inftantly and openly to the bufi-
nefs which occafions my giving you this
trouble.

I prefume, Sir, it would be {uperfluous
to tell you, that your child refides ftill in
Doxi\\ﬂnre and is ftill under the proteétion
of the Reverend Mr.Villars, in whofe houfe
fhe was born : for, though no enquiries
concerning her have reached his earsy or
mine, I can never fuppofe it poffible you
have forborne to make them. It only re-
mains, therefore, to tell you, that your
daughter is now grown up; that fhe has
been educated with the utmoft care, and
the utmoft fuccefs ; and that fhe is now a
moft deferving, accomplifhed, and amiable
young woman.

Whatever may be your view for her fu-
ture deftination 1n life, it feems time to de-
clare it. She is greatly admired, and, I
doubt not, will be very much fought after :
it is proper, therefore, that her future ex-
pectations, and your pleafure concerning
her, fhould be made known.

Believe me, Sir, the merits your utmoft
attention

A. 238
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attention and regard. You could ‘not fee
and know her, and remain unmoved by
thofe fenfations of affection which belong
to -fo near and tender a relationthip. . She
is the lovely refemblance of her lovely mo-
ther ;=—pardon me; Sir, that I mention that
unfortunate lady, but T think it behoves
me, upon this occafion, to thew the efteem
1 felt tor her ; allow me, therefore, to fay,
and be not offended at my freedom, that
the memory of that excellent lady has but
too long remained under the afperfions of
calumny ; furely it is time to vindicate her
fame !=-and how can that be done in a
manner more eligible, more grateful to her
friends, or more honourable to yourfelf,
than by openly receiving as your child, zbe
daughter of the late Lady Belmont ?

The venerable man who has had the care
of her education, deferves your warmeft
acknowledgments, for the unremitting pains
he has taken, and attention he has fhewn,
in the difcharge of his truft. Indeed fhe
has been peculiarly fortunate in meeting
with fuch a friend and guardian: a more
worthy man, or one whofe character feems
nearer to perfettion, does not exift.

Permit me to aflure you, Sir, the will
amply repay whatever regard and favour
you may hercafter fhew her, by the com-
fart and happinefs you cannot fail to find
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in her affetion:and duty, To be owned
properly by ‘you, is the firft ‘with of het
hearty and.l.am fure, that to merit yaur
approbation 'will be the firft ftudy of her
lite.

I fear that you will think this addrefs
impertinent 3 - but I -muft reft upon the
goodnefs of my intention to plead my ex-
cuie.

I am, Sir,

Your moft ebedient humble fervant,

M. Howarbp.

ENP OF THE JIRST VOLUME,




yuﬁ [Jubfz'/bhi,
n Twelve Volumes, Price Thirty-fix Shillings bound,
Centaining Sixty of the bef PLAYS which fupport the
Englith Stage ;
With Seventy-two ornamental Engravings, many of them done
at Twenty Guineas a Plate, and the whole at the Expence of
Two Thoufand Six Hundred and Fifty Pounds,

HE NEW ENGLISH THEATRE.

Printed as wrote by the AuTHoRS, on a fine Paper; the
Paffages omitted at the Theatre marked with turned Commas,
and thofe added by the Managers pointed out by Italics. < The
Plates to each Play are elegant, dnd the Vignettes executed by
the moft eminent Mafters; the whole being a more high-finifhed
Dramatic Work than ever was attempted.

Prinfed for J. Rivington and Sons, J. Dodfley, T. Lowndes,
T. Caflon, W. Nicoll, S. Bladon, &c.

*|* Proof Impreffions on French Paper may be had with the
Large-Paper Sets, ;
The following are fome of Sixty. PL AY S which compofe the

NEW THEATRE:
Bufy Body; Mr. Woodward in Marplot, Vignette by Hall,
Bold Stroke for a2 Wife; Mr. Shuter in Obadiah Prim.
Confcious Lovers ; Mrs. Abingdon as Phillis.
Mifer ; Mr. Yates as the Mifer.
Sufpicious Hufband ; Mrs, Baddeley as Mrs. Striétland.
The Orphan ; Mifs Young as Monimia,
Fair Penitent; Mr. Aikin as Horatio.
Phadra and Hippolitus; Mr. Lewis as Hippolitus.
Tancred and Sigifmunda; Mr. Garrick as Tancred.
. Revenge; Mr. Reddifh as Alonzo, Vignette by Taylora
. Spanith Fryar; Mr. Dunftall as Fryar.
. Rule a Wite; Mr. Kingas Perez,
. Old Batchelor 3 Mr. Foote as Fondlewife.
. Rectuiting Officerj Mr. Smith as Plume.
. Provok’d Wife; Mr. Garrickas Sir John Brute, Vignette by
Barralet and Collier.
. Merope; Mifs Young as Merope.
. Mourning Bride; Mr. Garrick as Ofmyn,
. Jane Shore; Mrs. Yates as |ane Shore.
. Rival Queens; Mrs, Melmoth as Roxana,
20. Gamefter; Mr. Reddith as Beverley, Vignette by Lowe and
Hall.
21. Way of the World; Mrs. Pitt as Lady Withfor’t,
22. Every Man in his Humour; Mr. Woodward as Captain
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Bobadil.
23. Committee; Mr, Woodward as Teague, and Mr. Parfons as
Obadiah.

24. Beaux Stratagem ; Mrs, Leflingham as Mrs, Sullen.
25. Love for Love; Mr. Wilfon as Ben, and Mrs, Mattocks as
Mifs Prue, Vignette by Edwards and Byrne,
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RARE BOOKS, PRINTS, PAINTINGS, AUTOGRAPHS

1308 Walnut Street, Pennypacker 5-1086
PHILADELPHIA 7
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