
FURTHER DOCUMENTS ON THE ROMANIZATION OF SIAMESE.(l) 
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II 

MEliWRANDUllf SUBMITTED ·ro 'I'HE CouNCTL OB' 'I'IIE SIAM Soom~rv 
p,y AN JNFOIU\fAL rrRANSCJtl PTION Cmn!JT'I'E"E. 

A memorandum embodying the views of tL Com1nittee appointed 
by the St!tte Councillor for Ednc11tion on tho Fml\iuct of n. syHtem for 
the tmnsm;iption of Siamese into Ronu111 ciHtl'actm·s lJttR beeu Ruh­
mitted to tho Siam Society for an opinion. 

This Memorandum is a ROllnel to the Memoramlmn pnh1iRlwd in 
the Journal of the Siam Sociuty, vol. XXVI, p:wt 2, pp. 2Hl-28l. 

Tho PreRident thought it convenient to call 11 nweting of a 
quite infornml character composed of perRons interested iu the mat­
ter but not necesRarily connected with the Simn Soeidy. 

This informal Committee met on Mom1ay tho 3rd, Friday tho 7th 
and Monday the lOth of September. As the consideration of the 
Rcheme presented some difficulties this informal Committeu decided 
to report to the Council of tho Sirtm Society that it would be advisa­
ble to require the Hon. Secretary of the Society to write officially to 
the Chairman of the Tmm;cription Comittee Raying that it waR 
probable that the Council might he unable to fonvard itA repert on 
September the 15th, the date fixed, but hoped that the report ·would 
not be RUbmitted much after that date. 

This Committee has formulated thu following suggestions for tho 
consideration of the Council:-

(1) 'J'he notation of initials as laid down in the scheme would 
Sloem to lend itself to Rome improvement 
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(a) 'l'hu initinl glottttl Htop Hlwnld be noted by the nse o£ the 
following Rymhol: ', which i.'l one o£ the more genentlly 

nccepted symLolR for that purpmw. Ex: ~l'W i:lhonld be 

noted 'un. 'l'he renson for thiH Rnggestion is that the 
not11tion, or the 11bsence of notation, proposed by the 

'l'mnscription Committee iH an in&TlieU one and it iR felt 

that ex2Jlicit not:1timm are alw:1ys prefcralJle. On the 
other hn,ncl adopting sneh explicit notn,tion iH simply fol­
lowing the method of the Sin,meHe script tmd providing 

in the transcription :1 counterpart for a symbol ·which 

appcn,rs in the Sittmese originn,l ttnd would otherwise be 
left unnotcd. 

(b) It is felt thn,t the snggeRtinn of replacing the Hedes: 

kh k' kh' 
by . kh k' 
should be n,doptecl. 

(2) AH regtwds the vowels it is cmmidered that if the Hymbol1~' iR 
aeceptecl then the Hi1llle 1·ueommenrbtion Rhonld n,pply to the 
Rymbol o'. It would not seem to he emmiHtent to mtn,in one 

symbol while rejecting tho other. 

(;~) As regaTCl.'l flnttlH tlw HnlJ,iect briHtlllH with RO l!Htny cliHicnlties 

thn,t it Wt1R cluci.rlmlnot to ntte11111t to amend in :wy way the 

AnggestionH of tho 'L'rttnRcription Cmnmitteo except in oue 

inHt:1rwe, Lhttt iR the Hnlmtitntion of the HymlJol : for the ~~-· 

'l'he rettson for thiH l'Oeommenchtion iR tlmL the RyJubol l) is 

mw<l in Sanskrit for the not:tt.i()n of the ·ui8rr1·an which iA 
" ,J 

difforunt from the 8il1JllCAu glottt1l Atop. 'l'he pt·oposed J.'CiCOJn-

mon<htion would l1t1ve the adv11nt11go of doing t1Wtty with 

nny pof!Rible miRnnderst11nding in this connection. 

(4•) As regttrds the not11tion of qmntity, it iR snggc;Hted thn,t in 

orrlm· to 11pply conHi.'ltontly tlw principle th1.1t iltlplieit uot:t-

• LiomJ Rbonld be n.voidOll, the nottttion a)~, ~~zb, et.e., (or under 

pr•m 3) n:, e:, etc. Rhould be replncorl l1y i't (b, e~1,, etc., or c!.:, 

e:' etc., respectively. 
(5) In the matter o~ tone m·arks, there is Rome difi'erence of 

opinion n,s reg:1rds tho selection of: symbols, some mem bors 

:1dvoc[1ting the use of: the Simnese tone mn,rlm, while other 

rnembers are of opinion th11t only diacritic:1l marks in use in 

• 
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roman type founts should be ttrlopted, as t;lw RCI11.ntw is a 
scheme for romani:zation. 

On the other hand if the httter opinion, which inciclontttlly 
coincides with tho system recommended by tho 'l'mnscription 
Committee, is adopted, it might be as well to simplify the 
tone notation in one l'e::;pect mtmely by diflCILl'fling the nnclm·­
nen.th or subscribed clot and replace it by the usn of the C!Lp, 

n, cliacriticu,l mark which lws been remlered availtthle hy the 
l'Cject.ion of the two symbols B ancl () for wlJich m and ~J lHlVC 
been substituted. 

'l'he advantage which wonlcl 11cerne from the adoption of 
this suggestion ifl that all tone marlm wonlcl receive uni­
formity of position, i. e. : ct, r:6, c'L, li, t'i. 

rrhe Committee has only considered 11hsolnte essentials in order 
not to delay the adoption of a worlmhle scheme, leaving it to ex­
perience to suggest improvement in lesR importftnt feu.tmes. 

[The ftbove suggestions are tabuh1tecl in the two tables on pages 
27 and 28]. 

., 
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TABLE I 

INl'l'JALS 
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I Glott:Ll stop ' -
! 

fL 
·- I ,_ "-

f&l_ 'L L 

GnLtn!'nJ Rl'l'ies k- k'-- ldl-kh-1\~b- k'- 110'-
" 

"L fL 'L OL t;j-

]Jn,\n.tid se1·ies v ch- e'- e'h 11-e-

~- :;]- ~- "Yl_ ~- ru_ 

Lingnal c:m·ies (~- t- th- cl'- i;'-. ,, \;'h- I~-

~- fiL bl_ 'VI_ u_ '\L 

Dentnl Aet·ies d- t- th- t'- t•h- n-

"-I J_ 
e.J_ ~- '0L ~- fi_ :w_ 

Ln.hi1Ll Rel'ies b- p-· ph- f- p'- f'-- p'h- m-

Ill_ L ~- L 1J'L 

Sen,ivowels y- r- l- w- l-

~- !L fL '1L 'VlL VL ~-

Spiw~onts ' I s- s- s- s'- s'- h- h'-

" 
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TABLE II 

l!'JNALN 

I 

I II III IV v VJ 
I VII VIII I IX X 

K' I Y' 
! 

K:t .K&: K~k Idt K~p K 
1 r · T\rw .. u.ug I \.au . lUll i \..ih 

---- ~ -1-

--a: -ak -at -ap =r= -lllll 1 - i:ii -LLO 
b 

-:t -nJc -at -:tp -tLng -:m -:un - :1.1 -ao 

-1: -'lk -lt -lp -lncr 
b 

-lu -lm -lll 

--1 --ik -it -ip -ing -iu -1m --·Ill 

-1!': -il'k -tl't -u'p -(I'll" '' -u'm ,.., -u 11 

-n' -u'k ·-u't -u'p 1-n'ng -u'n --u'n1 

-u.: -ilk -lit -up -lUJg -tlll -lim -ui 

--n -nk -nt -up -llll" b -nn -nrn -ni 

-l:\: -tile -Cii --cp -~ug -··1'111 -lhn -cu 

-e --r.k - ot -ep -euct 
b -Oil -A Ill --en 

-ru: -ik -mt -rep ~tDllg' -fell -rem -roo 

-· [0 -mk -mt -mp -rono· -H.~ll -!em -mo 

-d: 

1-(111: -o -ole -ot -op -ou -om -oi 

-y: -·i:Jk -yt -</P -Uno· 
' " -9n -i:Jm 

--ok -ot 
... -(? -~l[l --0110' --nu -Olll -~)) 

I ' " ' I 

-6': 

-o' -o'k -o'h -o'p -o'ng --o'n - o'n1 
,. 

-·0 l 

-ill.: 

-in. -iek -iet -iep -ieng -ien -iern -ieu 
-u'a: 

-u'a. -u'o'k -u'o't -u'o'p -n'o'ug -u'o'n -u'o'n -n'o'i ~ 

-ua: 

-ua -uolc -uot -nap -U011" b -non -nom -nm 

'l'ONE MARRS 

I '1..- ..I + m. m. m. m. m. 
ka, kt't, kli., kll, ka. 
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Tit:J ll~~ o' ~"1Vl!U LTit:l Titl1-1; M1~Vl111'll1:ftl' l'1ll~t1jf,_..f]!J:ul9~~1l~1. 
ll 

'-11tl f"l. un'!4~l~hl~1 f'lr:J1~'14P'll1-lvi'f'lm~m:rJ.Jmr1~Vl1lq,'l-:J1~" ~'El 1~ 
~ 

0 ~ I) v " Q...- .,:!:. ( 

ro ~1VIJ'UlltJ, r~ "'1V\:IU t:JTI ll't"'~ ce ~1V\JlJ Lt:lt:l l91\lr:l1. 

i1~l~ll~~1;El '141iJ~ .... '!4lVl ~1~ll"l'14Jl~rl1'tlf!l{ ll;r:J '141l.J~'-~ l'Vl ~j~ 
~ 

A ,( ,> ' ,!!, d, ~'-' ~!/ J 

l"'lhlfl'J..!M1~m LV\'14111 flr:l:lt.I'\.IV111-JVlf'ltU~flr:r'J..lmr Ll?lVlflq,'l-:1 Lr:l l~n:rn 
' '!! 

v 1"' ·~ ~ J 1 ,!. d 
flll'll~ '1! t'J ll'bl~ 6 ll't'Fl i<l~L'J..l'tlW"Jf1 '14f11JL']tJ'\.Illt-l\.lV!. 

fh~m1"'l1r~ '1lLWl~ 1~r1m'"u~1~LI"l'1~1 bl'1J·wtVltJVlflq,'j-jfJ~1-:J h vn-1 

J1t1~ mnc18~r~ lf"l~tL~~ m,__'fiflTifll nmJTIJ.J 1 iTI'U l'L'1J.JV111-l. 
j 

.;;~~.~~ ~t'l-:1 l~'EJL ~ 'd~l f'11Jj~f!Vl11-J~ f'1Ul~f1Jj'J..l1l1'J l;Vlfl'i.1-:J l~~ 
~IJ'd~:f~e.J~1-l Lm, u:m, llflr:J, ;~~rl1~Vl111'll1'J~ L'J1L~t1iVl"; n lUf!Vl"; 

I;; "-'% 1 v~ J v 
f\11Ufl1J 1Hlhli.JTI'J..l ':l!V111 o V111-lVlf\Ul~fld!:Wf11!Vlf1'1.'1~1.l'l:'lfl. 

1 'U~ 11hllllJUW 'tl wnn~hl ~"1V\r .... u tfi#TI~1~J.J1tl~~hltl111 Fh~VlJ1t"l1J'tJ'L'1llWl' 
']fl 1~1{LL~ Lfl#'EJ-:JV11-J1!Jl'U- ~ rm'tl:r~!J111J'~ l~~~ 1~1'1~m'Y\'J..l1tl ~~ 
mfliu~VIi1l; ~1~r:m~1lVltJ~ tl1rJl-11nfl~1rcfhl. 

j 
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mVH,lltl~~l~_..Plntt'l\ln,__lJ fll~ml~l:f~ l'Jll~,{llllllJlJ~~Wllf :1-lhJP'l~ 
Vl~\lLlrcli"J lt~L~ll~lfl....,ll"l~ 1'Y1nm~t~tlu 17l ... r.J ~ UJ n~ 'li n :ll fli"J11'il: 

+ j) 

•1..., d.1v ' "' ~ 
jf k.'h ll'Vl1-!Yl jf kh' 'EH.!LP!tlf"JU . 

.! ..,,/c(, '"" v :'.!; ... ' ~ 
Ml~Pl1li"11Ttl l'1!l!?l~ m,_,ll!?1rJtJ ll'C1~11JI'J1 n1 m.:Jf! flln·tN n1-ll'lfllll1-l 

~ V 12..1 2,..1 1 I .,!.. :V ~I 1 "'> .,' 

'fll'll~lLni111:W lWl"lllWl~1j-Jl 1'11fl1rJbl)Wlt!nU.Iblli"J LVI1-lf"Jl hl!l11W'WV'Jfl1flll. 
j) 

l"l~Yl·l1MP1~ h M1-l"'l1'flrl~ k "']1(,1"] j-J1nlfl1-lllJ ~.:JL~'W~1fl.:!lrJf111j-JllU1J'llfl.:l 
Ml~f11111"11Hrl'1fl!?1r{ ~l; v:iutl~fll~ M ;.:Jfll~Vl11'"l1HJ~'11l~~1; 9 :1-! 

V .2,...1 a..;VJ cf._ ~.J ,_, !V e;{, I 12..J "'2...-' 2...1 "'a,_.. ~ 

".TT1V'Jll'\1tl~ LlilVI'UWlf"Jtl 'll1~L~''IllV!1-lf"Jl rl flf"Jj~: 'JI s 1"1~ L~L'111 j~~U 'iltl 

Pl~ B ·~ Ll't'l~~ s. 

~r:~~ ~ (u1) i~v111muut:J._,m~r~\l~ 1"1l~f1ln~1ru~'1fL~t1'lf'lfl#tl\l 
ll 

~ d.. v f..,.o c! ' .:& 2,_,;1 

VI:W1tlCJ'\.H~ ti-l llYlf! ']:l~L~ 1l,_, 1-lrJ1~~ rJmHttt1 f"J. 
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L; tlfll"lli-J~~v1n'lt!mr; l'll1:rnt1 ~~VH~']tJ L~'Wtl ll1J1l nTI~tJ._.m~r:r~ 1~ 
~ 

ll tl1Ji-J11-!. 

. r"J!'Jfll lr"JVHJ1flj rJ'Jr"J'j'jbll 

1l:r~V1Jrl.:Jfl1j~ 1-:l 1.J :f~LVl rl 

I 

11~~; G)~ ~~111fll-J ~Yl'llFio..n:n'.lf lm~b'lid. , 

VOWELI-i. 

lttLli<Ln Vowels cxeept t.h,tt m = sound of ect in English 'bear'; 

f)~ 'El m 
tl1 

""' .~. 

tJ 'El 
), ,/', 

tJ 'El 

tJ fl , ~ 
cl 

ltl~ ltl Ltl 

lltl~ U.tl 

ltJ~ TI(-) lfl 

lfll~ fl'El 
d. 

ltltl~ ltl L'Eltl -ltl 

" 

• 

GENEltAL 

~1:W,_.b)) 

a 

am 

"' 

u' 

u 

e 

.re 

0 

0 
' 
CB 

<! '"" sound of ww in English' dawn'; 
L(~ =oc: sound of C'l.& in French 'peuple'; 
u' = a sounll 1nore open tlmn German ii. 

PHEClfm 

;~m:r 

.al:t a a 

~n:f 

~ 

v' u' u 

ii u 

el;t e e 

mh re 

oh 0 0 

oh o·-· 
'. ' 

reb CB CB 
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" '"\ 
lfHJ~ l'EHJ 

d 

l'Ell.JrJ 

q ( l~m ~) ~l 
q ( l~ 1.1-J 1) 
q ( l~tl~ L:f'El) 

1l f]l 

itt (final) 

ie-(before 

QOllHOllltllt) 

u'n (final) 

n\e-(before 

COl1SOlH1llt) 

na (tinal) 

no-( before 

cori:-;onant) 

110 

ui 

01 

OJ 
' 
ce1 

' . u ce1 

UOJ 

" lU 

eo 

mo 

1eu 

ru' 

rce 

lu' 

inh 

u'ah 

unl.1 

[yor,, XXVIII 

ia (lin:1,l) 

iu-{bofcn·u 
COIIH0111111t) 

n':L (iinal) 

n'cu (buforu 

QOllHOIULllt) 

ua (1-inal) 

uo-(hoforu 

COUHOllfmt) 

i1l tl,i i1y iLiy ttl 

i1o ao 

m 

01 

Ol 
' 

ffil 

' . u ((Jl 

UOJ 

"' 
JU 

00 eo 

mo 

lOU 

ru' ru' 

~·1 

rm 

l'u' fn' 

'" 

W~>, 
~· . 
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English coiiSollltlll·s uxt<•pt t.lmL :-

Tnitinl k p ttiiil L ttl'u nwtspintLud :Ls in French; 

Fiwd k p nwl L at'D nnexplosi1•c ttiHl mmspimtccl; 

kh k ttspimtud; 

ph p as pi raL<~<l, not English ph; 

til t aspit'tLLml, nut English th; 

e hn.rdunu(l forrn of ch ttH thu c~ in Chcchoslovak; 

eh :tlwn.ys tLH in Engli:-dt 'church'; 

ng :ts in Engli:-dt' Hi11gur' 110\'Ul' as in 'lingm· '. 

GE0.'EHAL PltECIHE 

I11iti:d Fiwtl Iu itinl FiruLJ 

1l k. k k k 

'] "] fl fl ;j'J kli k kh kit k' k• kh• k (kh) etc. 

~ 11 ()' 
b 

n<r 
b ng ng 

flll c t c t (c) 

'U '] \JJ elt t eh e' ch' t (ch) de. .. 
b1J .Y ]\ ii n 

~ t;) 'Yl (U'l~fl"1) <1 t <1 <} cJ' t (d) cte. 

fJ;I ;&) t t t t q 

n j• Vl '1'1 'jj r.JJ th t th th L' t' th' th' t (th) cte. 

'\.! rn 11 ll n l) n 1.1 

1J h p b p (b) 

11 p I) p p 

• 

• 

I 
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bENE.ML PmcCI~·m 

InititLl Final Initinl Final 

k.J w .fl ph p ph p' ph' l' (ph) 
' • 

~ Vll f I> f[c p (f) etc. 

~ ll\ lll Ill Ill 

u y y 

j l' 11 1' n (r) ~~ . 

n n 11 (n) 

lbj w 11 1 l u (l) n (l) 

rJ w w 

M B ~ <1f VJj t s ~ r-; ' s' t(8)etc. s 

VI ri h h h' 

----------------------------·---· 
mw,_~ 1~vm-H~ uJ~ n 1 ti-rn~:r 1v1t-I\H~i.!'ElLrnrmm~ tl1.1~ 1}i'1'lfiFJ;'El-J 

.!\ 1'--' '-~' ,;,__ ,; 
Vl~liHVl\.I'EllL'bl~ Pl~:r~ mwtuuu 'bllb1n rJFJ':li. 

Im ka ka ka ka 
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I 

lLUU,~lJ-1~~ 1~rJLJl,iVl 1lJ~V1:f'JHr:Tl-J1llJ' filfVi.1~ll'bl~ l\1:1~ 11~-fltl~Ltlt-J 

\~tll~fl' I ll]Vlll-Jif.'j"-'fl~TI~~.'JITI-:lfllM1l'Vl'iJ. 

llUIJ; ~mn~l-ll'j~~flli1flld'~v(,;Tifil,_~~hil~TI'tlfll~U-1 11-l'"l~l~U ( ) 

,,!, 

kiL~iLt(triy) 

prl'ulmt(il) 

:i'1'lllld' Hatlmri Hat(eh)buri , 
'l; __ ( hypl

1
wn ) ~~Vlr'""uni~~m~P1'1Hmtit~m1~1;m"'11'1~TI11-llu 

Ltl'-l'EJU1-1~·1-ll~ ti 1-l ~~ -1 =.: Hi1-1ng tlifl'bi._~ = pnJc-lM 

• 



~ ..• :llllll 
.,. ,__, ··-~-


