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MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED T0 THE COUNCIL OF TITE STAM SOCIETY
BY AN INFORMAL TRANSCRIPTION COMMITTEE.

A memorandum embodying the views of a Committee appointed
by the State Councillor for Education on the subject of a system for
the transeription of Siamese into Roman chavacters has been sub-
mitted to the Siam Society for an opinion,

This Memorandum is a sequel to the Memorvandwm published in
the Journal of the Siam Socicty, vol. XX VI, part 2, pp. 219-231.

The President thought it convenient to eall a meeting of a
quite informal character composed of persons interested in the mat-
ter but not necessarily connected with the Siam Society.

This informal Committee met on Monday the 3vd, Friday the 7th
and Monday the 10th of September. As the consideration of the
scheme presented some difficulties this informal Committee decided
to report to the Council of the Siam Society that it would be advisa-
ble to require the Hon, Secretary of the Society to write officially to
the Chairman of the Transeription Comitbee saying that it was
probable that the Council might he unable to forward its repert on
September the 15th, the date fixed, but hoped that the report would
not be submitted much after that date.

This Committee has formulated the following suggestions for the
consideration of the Council :— ‘

(1) The notation of initials as laid down in the scheme would

seem to lend itself to some improvement
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(3)
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(5)
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(a) The initial glottal stop should be noted by the use of the
following symbol: ’, which is one of the move generally
aceepted symbols for that purpose. Ex: Al should be
noted ’an. The reason for this suggestion is that the
notation, or the absence of notation, proposed by the
Trangeription Committee is an implicit one and it is felt
that explicit notations are always preferable. On the
other hand adopting such explicit notation is simply fol-
lowing the method of the Siamese seript and providing
in the transcription a counterpart for a symbol which
appears in the Siamese original and wonld otherwise be
left unnoted.

(h) It is felt that the suggestion of replacing the series:

kh ¢ khe
by “kh ke kh
should be adopted.

As regards the vowels it is considered that if the symbol w’ is

accepbed then the same recommendation should apply to the

symbol ¢, It would not secem to be consistent to retain one
symbol while rejecting the other,

As vegards finals the subject bristles with so many difficulties

that it was decided not to attempt to amend in any way the

suggestions of the Transcription Committee except in one

instance, that is the substitution of the symbol : for the J.

The reason for this vrecommendation is that the symbol h is

used in Sangkrit for the notation of the wiserge which is

different from the Siamese glottal stop,  The proposed recon-
mendation would have the advantage of doing away with
any possible misunderstanding in this connection.

As regards the notation of quantity, it is suggested that in

order to apply consistently the prineciple that implicit nota-

. tions ghould he avoided, the notation «l, e, ete, (or under

para 8) a:, ¢:, ete. should be replaced by &h, 8h, cte., or &:,
g:, ete., respectively.

In the matter of tone marks, there is some difference of
opinion as vegards the selection of symbols, some members
advocating the use of the Siamese tone marks, while other
members are of opinion that only diacritical marks in use in
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voman type founts should be adopted, as the scheme is a
scheme for romanization.

On the other hand if the latter opinion, which incidentally
coincides with the system recommended by the Transeription
Committee, is adopted, it might be as well to gimplify the
tone notation in one respect namely by discarding the under-
neath or subscribed dot and replace it by the use of the cap,
a diacritical mark which has been rendered available by the
rejection of the two symbols & and ¢ for which 2 and o have
been substituted.

g The advantage which would accrue from the adoption of
this suggestion is that all tome marky would receive uni-
formity of position, i.e.: a, &, &, d, d.

The Committee has only considered absolute essentials in orvder
not to delay the adoption of a workable scheme, leaving it to ex-
perience to suggest improvement in less important features,

[The above suggestions are tabulated in the two tables on pages
27 and 28], ‘
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TABLE |
INFIIALS
B
Glottal stop —
|
i~ | - i"ﬂ_ e | Ao | Tee | 3
Guttural geries k— | kh— kh— k'— { k‘—- kth—{ng—
q.. W q... - EH—'
Palatal servies d— |ch— of— eh | fi—
5]_. g... g_ N e | W
Lingunal sevies | d— | t— jth— d’- ¢ t*h—| n—
A | . | D= 1 i~ | U
Dental series | d— | t— | th— t— th—| n—
U 1 S T A N " I T T
Labial series | h=— § p— | ph— f— lpt—o] F'— ph—o{ m—
Y [T R I W
Senivowels y—r— | l— | w—]| l—
A | W | 8- M- | NI WL | E
Spirants Vh— | s— | 85— | §— | s*— | b— |h'—




28 FURTHER DOCUMENTS [VOr. XXVIIL
TABLE 1
FINALS
! \
I II 11T Iv \2 VI | VII | VIIT| IX X
- - . - .
Ka Ka: | Kik | Kat | Kap | Kang | Kin | Kam ) Kl | Kio
—a&r | —idk | —Ab | —dp ing| —in | —fm | —ai | —do
1
—_— —ak | —ab | —ap | —ang| —uan | —am | —ai | —ao
—1: ) —ik | —it | —ip | ~—ing| —In | —Im —Iu
-1 ~ik | =it | —ip | —ing | —in | —im —iu
— i’ | —'k | —1' | —1'p | —i'ng| —i'n | —i'm
—w —uwk | —w't | —u'p|—u'ng —un | —u'm
—tl: | —ik | —ib | - dp |—tng | —in | —tm | —ili
! —uk | —ut | —up |—ung| —uwn | —um | —ui
—&: | —gk | —8t | —dp | —8ug| —dn | —8m —u
—e —ek | —et | —ep | —eng| —en | —em —eu
—&: | —ak | —nt | —@p |—eng| —en | —em 00
~- —wek | —wb | —ep | —wng| —wen | —em — B0
—0:
—0 —ok | —ot | —op |—ong | —on | —om | —oi
—0 | =0k | ~066 | —&p —0Ong| —On | —Om
o ] f 1o i . - .
% ‘_(‘) i ~— 0l '—(‘)p ——(‘)llh ~-(‘)11 *—*91]1 '—"(‘)l
—
—0 —o'k | —0't | —0’p |—o'ng| ——o'n | —o'm | —0'i
—i
— i, —1iek | —iet | —iep |-—ieng | —ien [ —iem —ieu
—u'f
—u'n —u'o'lt| —u'o’t |—u’o’p|- 1w’ o'ng —u'o’'n|—u'o’n) —wo'i| "
—uil:
—ua, —uok | —uot | —uop |—uong| —uon | —uom| —uoi
Toxne MARKS
| 0. ~ -
218 il h 1, .
® ka, ka, I, ka, k4.
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VOWELS,

Italian Vowels except that @ = sound of ew in English < bear’;
: 0 = sound of aw in English ¢ dawn’;
ti = sound of cw in French ¢peuple’;

H

W = agoundmoreopen than German i.

GENERAY PrECISE
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CONSUNAN'TS,

English consonants except that .—

1

Initinl &k pand ¢ are unaspivabed as in French;

Final  k pand t are unexplosive and unaspivated ;
kh ek aspivated ;
ph == paspivated, not English ph;
th ==t aspirated, not English th;
¢ == havdened form of ¢l as the ez in Cuechoslovalk ;
eh == always ay in English < chureh’;
ng = as in Eoglish <singer’ never as in <linger’.
(GENERAL Preciss
Initial  Final Initial TFinal
k k I k
oA A W kh ko kh kb ke ke khe k (kh) ete.
ng ng ng ng
é t . & b ()
/Y ¢h b ch ¢ el b (eh) cte.
y n i n
g o (unm1) a " 44 6 () ete.
3) t b bt bt
N 9 N th v th th t ¢ the the 6 (bh) ete.
U n n nn nn
h P b p (b)
) P P P p

4 4)
e
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GENERAL Prrecise

Initial ~ Final Initial Final
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