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| Moreover J will appoint a place for my people Iﬁ'acl ~
- and Lwillplant them , that theymay dwell in 4 -~ 74

plafe of their owm, and move no more,

As it-was delivered in'a Sermon

By Ioux CotrToN, B.D.
- 'and Preacher of Gods

word 1N BoSien. |

" Psarme 22.27 30.3 I
u! Ushe ends of the world [hall remember andturne unto the
Lord, and all the kindreds of the Namm ﬁmll worjﬁ:,
- beforethee.
A [eede fhall ferve Lim,it [5411 be accamted tothe Lord ﬁ‘r
- ageneration. R
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Te the Chrs{han Rcader.
LTHO'U GH nogood

Chrifhan, or indeede i inoe-
nuons man ;. can doe any
VB2 thing lef]e, tlmn approove

7, 'of fuch endeavours., a
Y aime at the glory of God,

and a ((ommon good, e/pe;

cially wben they are mannaged by a cleare war=
rant from Gods word, Yet for aymes and ends
that men put to their athions being hidden in
their bedrts, there isna wayto declare them,but
by an laoneﬂ proﬁﬂ onof them, which is [ufficis
ent -where wee are entertained but with that
common charity one manis bound to - yeeld ano-
tﬁer “But for the grounds and rule an afbion is

wroucght by and the praife of it in tbat refpet,
~ théréis ‘another iud gement than that of charity

togurde s by, namelj by provm g 1t by the toucb{
wof God.f word. : o
| ' ./i g T Nw
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TotheCh riftian Reader.

- Now becanfe manymay either not know, or

doe not confider apon how full a ground and
warrant out of the word of God that underts-
king (which was the occafton of this Sermon )
bath hitherto proceeded, 7 thought-good!Cour.
teous Reader ) leave being with fome diffi-
cultie obtained of the Reverend Authour) to
prefent unto thy rvie and confideration, that
which mayin part give thee fatisfation in this
particular. '
Ere long (if God will ) thou (halt fee a lay-
ger declaration of the firft rife and ends of this
enterprife, and focleare and full a iuflification
of this defigne, boch in refpeétof that warrant it
hath from Gods word, and alfe in refpeét of any

other ground and circumfEance of weight, that

is confiderable in the warrant of fucha worke,
a8 (f bope) there will eafily be removed any
feruple of moment, which hitherto hath beene
moved about it. .

If thouhaft any doubts yet unre folved, ra.
ther be intreated to underftand from us, what
may be the anfwer of them, than to difcourage
any man by them: fo [halt thou be a belper and

a friend, Whereas otherwife (it may be againft

thy will;- thou ma'ft be an enemie to & worke

( for




Tothe Chriftian Reader. ,,
( for ought thou yet knoweft } God is the Au-
ﬂjour'of: - | . -
. Jtis hoped;there is none but will finde canfe
to approve of the worke,and of them that ingage
themfelves in it; But efpecially they who imy
‘Way, at leaft by filence (a feeming applanfe) ap-
provea the Plantations of Virginia St.Chri-
flophers, Bermudas , this having ends ins
feriour to none of them, and men (not to com-
pare but to give due honour to all employed 1n
fuch noble enterprifes) promifing as much by
their ufefulne(Je, induftrie, love to their Conn-
trie, piety,and other qualifications as thofe did.
It is enough they adventure that hazard their
perfens, families and eflates, for that worke,
which it may appeare to thee ere long thou art
bound as well as they to further. ,
Now ir were iniurions if not impious, not
onely to denie the right and benefit of thy pray-
ers to fuch, but alfo to loade them with caufe-
le[fe afper [sons (though but in thy thoughts ) for
that , for which thou bafl great caufe to praife
God for the, who bath ftirred up their [pirits to
that which hath beene a maine meane of peo.
pling the world, and is lskely to be of propaga-
ting the Gofpeil. For the furtherance of “Which

worke




_ Tothe ChriftianReader.
sworke in the bands of thofe that fincerely intend
it, let as fervent prayers paffe from thee to the
.throne of grace for them, as f am confident,
(thy occafions being made knowne unto £hem )

wonld be put up from them in thy bebalfe.
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2 Sam. 7. 10. -
 Moreover T will appoint a place for my people
Ifracl, and I will plant thein, ‘that- they may
dwell in a place of their owne, and move uo
more. |

A

00 &B: 24 F N the beginning ofthis chiap-
. Ay, S

% 73 ter, wereade ot Davids pur-

& G\ who thereupon confulred
Vol with: Nathan about it.,: ohe
& Y Prophet ftanding‘inneede of
19 &F ® & anothers help in fuch waigh-
‘tie matters. Nathar incourageth the King unto
this workel, verfe 3. God the {ame night meetes
Nathan and tells him a contfary purpofe of-his:
Wherein God refufeth Davids offer, with fome
kind of earneft and vehement diflike, verfe4. 5.
‘Secondly, he refufeth the reafon of Dawvids offer,
from his long filence. For foure hundred yeares
together he {pake of no fuch thing into'sny of
the Tribes of If7ael, {aying, Why build you not me
an hou(e ?in 6.7.verfes. SR B
Now left David fhould be difcouraged with
B i Lahid
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this anfwer, the Lord bids Nathan to fhut up his
{peech with words of encouragement, and o he
remoues his difcouragementtwo wayes.

Firlt,by recounting his former favours difpen-
fed untg David. Secondly , by promifing the

continuance of the like or greater: and the ra-
ther , becaufe of this purpole of his. And fiue
bleflings God promileth unto David, and his,
tor his {zke. | | o

- The firlt is.in the 1o, verle: Iwill aproynt &
place for my_people Ifrael. o

‘Secondly, feeing it was in his hearr to build
him an houfe, God wouldtherefore, bn.ld b inan
boué reno vned for evor ver(e 11,

Thirdly,that he would accepc an of houfe from
Salomon,verfe 12,

Fourthly, hee will be a Father to his fonne,
A\ A9 f I4.I5. .
Fifthly, that he will eZabl (b the Throne of bis
kaufe for ever., '” - -
Inthis 10 verfe is a double bleffing promifed:
IFir{’t, the defignment of a place f%r his peo-
€ -
¥ Secondly, a plantation of them in that plice,
from whence is promifed a threefold bleffing,
Eirft, they fhall dwell there like Free-holders
ina place of their owne.,
Secondly, hee promifeth them firmeand du-
rable pofleffion, they fhall move no more.
Thirdly,they fhall have peaceable and quiet
refting there, The lonnes of wickedaefle fhall
aftii@t them nomore: which isamplified by their
formces troubles, asbetore timc. From




(3)

~ From the appointment of a place for them,
which is the firft blefling, youmay obferve this
ROLC:
The placeing of a people in this or that Country
i from the appoimsment ef the Lord, - .

This is evidentinthe Text, and the Apoftle
fpeakes of itas grounded in nature, A &s 17.26.
God hath deserminedtne times before appointed, and
the bounds of our habuation, Deut.2 chap. 5.9.God
would not have the Ifraclites meddle with the £-
~ dom tes, or the CMoabites, becaufe hee had given
them their land for a pofleffion. God-afligned
out fuch aland for fuch a pofterity, and for fuch
atime, ,

Wherein doth this worke of God ftand inap- @ «es?,
pointing a placefor apeople ¢ | ”

Firft, when God elpies or difcovers a land 4nfw.
for a people, as in Ezek. 20.6. he brought them
intoa land that he had efpied for them: And that
is,when either he gives them to difcover it them-
{elves, or heare of it difcovered by others, and
fitting them.

Secondly, after he hath efpied it, when he car-
riech them along to it, {othatthey plainly {eea
providence of God leading them from one
Country to another: Asin Exod.19.4.7 0w have
feene how I have borneyou as cn Eagles wings, and
“brought youunto my [elfe. So that though they met
with many difficulties, yet hee carried them high
above themall, like an eagle, flying over feas
and rockes, and all hinderances. |

Thirdly, when he makes roome for a people
| B 2 to




(4)

ea dwellthere, asin Pfal. 80. 0. Thon prepaycds
roswse for them, \When Ifzac {ojourned among the
Philistines, he digged one well,and the Ph:lifines
ftroue for ity and hecalled it Lfek: and hedigged
-another welland forchatthey (rovealio, there.-
- fore e called it Reboborh, and {aid,For now the
Lord hath made roome for us, and wee thall be
fruitfullinthe land. Wow no Ef¢k; inSitnah, ng
- quatrell or cantention, but now he fits downe in
Relioboth;in a2 peaceable roome. ..

Now ‘God makesroom for 2 people 3 wayes:
~ Fisft, when he cafts out the enemies of a peo-
ple before them by lawfull warre with the inha-
bitants, which God calls them unto: asin Pf/.
442, Thon didft drive ont the Heathen vefore them,
Burtthis courfe of warring againft others, and
driving them out without provoeation, depends
upon {peciall Commiffion from God, or elfc it
iSyﬂOE imitable. |

Secondly, whenhee gives a forreigne people
favour in the eyes of any native people to come
and fit downe with them either by way of puy.
chale, as Abyanamdid obtaine the field of Mach-
pelah s orelle whenthey give itin courtefic, as
Pharaoh did the land of Géfben unto the fons of 7a-
cob. -

Thirdly, when hee makes a Country *hough
not altogether void of Inhabitants, yer void in
that place where they refide. Where there is a
vacant place, there is hiberty forthe fonnes of 4-
#4m or Noah 1o come and inhabite, though they

neither buy it, nor aske theur leaves. «A4orsehans
- - and




(s)y

and Ifase, when they * {ojourned amonglt the * Thisfoieur.
S s : ‘ - AIna was 3
Philiflims, they did not buy that land to feede oypancret-
their cattle, becaude they {aid There 1s roome e- dencethere,as

nough. Andlo did Lo/ pitchhis Tent by Se. ina poffeflion

. of their owne;
chem, Gen. 3 4.2 1. There was roome erongh, as Ha.- although it bee

mor (aid, Let them (it downe amongit ws. And in @lld foiours

‘ _ . ning or dwels
this cafe if the peovle who were former Inhabi- “ng’ o e

tants did difturbe them in their pofleffions, they gers, becaute

: R e Treve sk They  meithies
complained tothe King, as of wrong done unto - P

them: As Abrabain did becanfc they tooke aw.:ly raigne governe
hiswell, in Gen.21.25. For his right whereto he ment of the

_ e & : ; : . whole Coun-
pleaded not his immediate calling from God, gy iy eheiz
(tor that would have{eemed frivolons among(t owne hand,

. : " o nor yetdid in
the Heathen) but his owne induftry and culture riaiaziors

indigging the well, verfe 30.Nor doth the King felves into the
reject his plea, with What,what had heto doe to C‘”’ﬂl"‘;“mfrl
digge wells in their foyle ¢ but admitteth itasa Nggives, 0
Principle in Nature, Thatin a vacant foyle, hee fubmit them-
that taketh pofleflion ofit,and beftoweth culture R -
and husbandry uponit, his Rightitis. And the mear,
ground of this 1s from thegrand Charter given
to Adam and his pofterity in Paradife, Gen.1.28.
Mlt:ply, and replen:(h the earth, and [ibdue it. 1f
theretore any fonne of 4dwz come and finde a
placeempty, he hath liberty to come, and fill,
and {fubdue the carth there, This Charter was
renewed r » Noah, Gen. 9. 1. Fulfill the earth and
wasltiply:So that it is frecfrom thar comonGrant,
forany to take polleflion of vacant Countries.
Indeed no N wtion s to drive out another with-
out {peciall Commuilion from heaven, fuch as

the Jfraclites had, unleffe the Natives do unjuftly

B 3 wiong.
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wrong them, and will not recompence the
wrongs done in peaceable fort,& then they may
right themfelves by lawfull war,and fubdue the
Countrey untothemielves, _
- This placeing of people in this or that Coun.
try, is from Gods foveraignty over ail the earth,
and the inhabitants thereof : asin Pfal.24.1. The
earth is the Lords, and the fulne(fe thereof. And in
Ier. 10.7. Godistherecalled, The King of Nati.
ons » and in Deut. 10.14. Therefore it is meete
he fhould provide a place for all Nations to in-
habite, and haveall the earthreplenifhed, Onely
inthe Text here is meant fome more {peciall ap.
pointment, becaufe God tells them it by his
owne mouth ; he doth not {o with other people,
he doth not tell the children of Sesr, that hee hath
appointed a place for them: that is, He gives
them the land by promife; others take the land
by his providence,but Gods people take theland
by promife: And therefore the land of Canaar is
called aland of promife. Whichthey difcerne,
firft, by difcerning themielves to bein Chrift, in
whom all the promiles are yea,and amen.

Secondly,gy finding his holy prefence with
them, to wir, whenhee plants them in the holy
Mountaine ef his Inheritance: Exodus 15.17.
And that is when he giveth them the liberty and
purity ofhis Ordinances. Itisaland of promife,
where they have provifion for foule as well as
for body. Ruthdwelr well for outward re{peéts
while thee dwelt in (Ho4b, but'when {hee com-
meth to dwellin Ifrael, fheeis {aidto come un-
der
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der the wings of God: Ruth 2, 12. When God
wrappes us in with his QOrdinances, and warmes
us with the life and power of them as with
ings, thereisa land of promife. |
his may teach us all where wee doe now
dwell, or where after wee may dwell, be fure

youlooke at every place appointed to you, from
the hand of God: wee may not rufh into any

place, andnever fay to God, By your leave;
bur wee muft dilcerne how Godappoints usthis
place. There is poore comfort in fitting downe
in any place, that you cannot fay, This place is
appointed me of God. Cantft thou fay that God
{pied out this place for thee,and there hath fetled
thee above all hindrances ¢ didft thou finde that
God made roome for thee cither by lawfull de-
{cent, or purchafe, or gift, or other warrantable
righte Why then thus is the place God hath
appointed thees here hee hathmade roome for
thee, he huth placed thee in Rehoborh, in a peace-
able place: This we muft difcerne,or cls wee are
but 1u:ruders upsn God. And when wee doe
withall di‘cerne, that Godgiveth us thefe out-
ward blefligs froin his love in Chrift, and ma-
keth comtortable provifionas well for our foule
as for our bod.cs, by the meancs f grace, then
doe we erj -y our prefent poflffion as well by
gracious promif, as by che comman, and jaft,
and bounutull provideace of the Lord, Qi if 2
man doe remove, he muft {fee that God hath e-

{picd out {fuch a Country for him.
S.condly, though thiere be many dificulties,
-y




(8
yet he hath given us hearts to overlooke them
all, as if we were carried upon eagles wings,
'And thirdly, {ce God making roome for us
by fome lawtull meanes.

But how fhall I know whether God hath ap.
pointed me fuch a place, if I be well where I am,
what may warrant my temoveall ¢

There befoure or five good things, for pro-
curement of any of which I may remove. Se-
condly, there be fome evill things, for avoiding
ofany of which wee may tranfplant our {elves,
Thirdly, it withall we finde fome {peciall provi-
dence of God concurring in either of both con-
cerning our {elves,and applying general grounds
ofremovall to our perfonall eftate.

~ Firft , wee may remove for the gaining of
knowledge. Qur Saviour commends it in the
Queene of the South, that fhe came from the ut-
moft parts'of the earth to heare the wildome of
Salomon : <Matth. 12. 42. Andiurely withhim
fhe might have continued for the fame end, if hes
perfonall calling had not recalled her home,
""" - Secondly, fome remove and travaile for mer.
chandizednd gaine-fake; Darlybread may be finght
from farre, Prov.31.14. Yeaour Saviour appro-
veth travaile for Merchants, Matth, 13. 45, 46.
when hee compareth a Chriftian to a Merchant-
man fecking pearles : - For hee never fetcheth 2
comparifon from any unlawfull thing to -illu-
{tratea thing lawfull. Thecomparifon from the
- unjuft Steward,and from the Theete in the nigh,
is not taken from the injuftice of the one, or the
- . theft
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theft ofthe other ; but from the wifedome of the
one, and the fodainnefle of the other ; which in
themfclves are not unlawfull.

Thirdly, to planta Colony, that is, a compa.-
ny that agrcc together to remove out of their
owae Country, and {cttle a Citty or Common-
wealth elfewhere. Offucha Colony weereade
in 4 16,12, which God blefled and profpe.
red exceedingly, and made it a glorious Church.
Nature teacheth Bees to doe {o,when as the hive
is too full, they fecke abroad for new dwellings:
So when the hive of the Common-wealth is {o
full, that Tradefmen cannot live one by another,
but eate up onc another, in this cafe it is lawfull
{0 remove, a

Fourthly, God alloweth a man to remove,
when he may employ his Talents and gifts bet-
ter elfewhere, efpecially when where he is, he is
not bound by any {peciall engagement, Thus
God {ent Jofeph before to preferve the Church:
Toféphs wifedome and {pirit was not fit for a thep-
heard, but for a Counfellour of State;and there-
fore God fenthim into Egypt. To whom much is
given, of him Ged will require the more: Luke 12.
48.

" Fifthly , for the liberty of the Ordinances.
3 Chron.11.13, 14, 15. When Iereboam madea
defertion from Iudah, and fet up golden Calves
to worfhip, all that were well affe&ed, both
Priefts and people,{olde their pofieflions, and
came to Jeru[alem for the Ordinances {ake. This
cale was of {eafonable ufe to our fathers in the

“ B B dayes
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dayes of Queene Cary;who removed to France
and Germany in the beginning of her Reign,upon
Proclamartion of alteration of religion, before a- \
ny perfecutionbegan. '

Sccondly, there be evills to be avoided that
may warrantremoveall, Firft, when{ome grie.
vous finnesover{pread a Country that threaten
defolation. ¢fic. 2.6.to 1t verie: When the
peoplefay to them that prophecic, Preophecy net
then verle 10.  A7ife then, this is not your resF,
Which words though they be a threatning, not
a commandement; yetasin athreatning a wife
man foreleeth the plague, foin the threatning
he {eeth a commandement,to hide himfelfe from
it, This cale might have beene of feafonable ufe 7
unto them of the Palatinate, when they {aw their 1
Orthodoxe Minifters banifhed, although them-
{clves might for a while enjoy tibertie of conf¢i-
ence.

Secondly, if menbe overburdened with debts %
and miferies, as Davids tollowers were ; they
may then retire out of the way (as they retired to
Dawidtor {afety) not todefraud their Creditors,
(for God #s an avenger of fuchthings, 1 The[]: 4.6.)

but to gaine further opportunity to difcharge
their debts, and to fatiffie their Creditors.1 Sam.

SRR -- -
Ti’xirdly,in cafe of perfecution, {o did the A-
poftlesin C4é#s 13.46,47. | |

Thirdly, as thefe generall cafes, where any of
them doc fall out, doc warrant removeailin ge-

nerall : {othere be {fome fpeciall providences or
' patticular




be inclined upon right j
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particular cafes which may give warrant unto
fuch or fuch a perfon to tran{plant himfelfe, and

which apply the former generall grounds to par-
ticular perfons.

- Firft, if foveraigne Authority command and

~ encourage {uch Plantations by giving way to

{ubjects to tranfplant themfelves, and fet up a
new Commonwealch. This is a lawfull and ex-
pedient cafe for fuch particular perfons as be de-

figned and {ent: cmarth. 8. 9. and for fuch as

they,who are {ent, have power to command.

~ Secondly, when {fome {peciall providence of
God leadesa manunto fuch a courfe. Thismay
alfo fingle out particulars. Pfal, 32.8. Iwill in-

frruct, and gwide thee with mine eye. Asthe childe

knowes the pleafure of his father inhiseye, {o
doth the childe of God fee Gods pleafure in the
eye of his heavenly Fathers providence. And
this is done three wayes. L

- Firft, if God give aman an inclination to this
ot that courfe for that is the {pirit of man; & God
s5the Father of [pirits:Hebo12.0.Rom. 1.12.,1 Cor,
16.12. Payl dilcerned his calling to goe to Rome,

by his % #0uzav, his ready inclination to that
voyage; and Apollos his loathnefle to goe to Co-
rinth,Paulaccepted as a juft reafon of his refufall
ofa calling to goe thither. And this holdeth,
whenina mans inclination totravaile, his heart

~ 1s {et onno by-refpedts, as to fee fathions,to de-

ceive his Creditours, to fight Ducls, or to live
idly, thefe are vaine inclinations 5 but 1f his heart

C2 Gofpel,
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Gofpell, to maintaine his family, to ufe his Ta.
lents fruitfully, orthe like goodend, this isci-

nation is from God.As the beames of the Moone

darting into the Sea leades it to and fro, {o doth
a fecret inclination darted by God into our hearts
- leade and bowe (asa byas)our whole courfe,
Secondly, when God gives other men hearts
to call us, asthe men of Macedon did Paul, Come
to us into Macedonia, and helpe us. When wee are
invited by others who have a good calling to re-
{idethere, we may goe with them, unlefle we be -
detained by waightier occafions. One membey
hath intereft inanother, to call to it for helpe,
when it isnot diverted by greater employment,
Thirdly, there is another providence of God
concurring in both thefe, that is, when a mang
caliing and perfonisfree , and not tyed by pa-
rents, or Magiftrates, or other people that have
intereft in him. Or when &broad hee may doe
himfelfe and others more goodthan he can doa.
at home, Hereisthenaneye of God that opens

a doore there, and fets him loofe here, inclines.
his heartthat way, and outlookes all difficulties.
When God makes roome for us, no binding
here, and an open way there, in {uch acafe God

tells them, he will appoirit a place for them.,

- Secondly, this may teach us in every place
where God appoints us to {1t downe,to acknow-
ledge him as our Landlord. The earth is the
Lords,and the falnefle thereof;his are our Coun-.
tries , our Townes, our houfes; and therefore

7 letus acknowledge him in them all. The Apclz,-*
ftle
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- ftle makes this ufe of it amongft the Arbenians,
Acts 17.26,27. Hehath appointed the times, and
places of our habitatien, that we might [ecke and grope
aftzr the Lord. T hereis athreefold ufc that we are
to make of it,as it appearcth there; Let usfeek af-
ter the Lord,why? Becaufe if thou commeft into
an houfe, thou wilt aske for the owner of it: And .
{o if thou commeft into a forreigne land , and
there findeft an houfe and land provided for
thee, wilt thounot enquire, where is the Land-
ford 2 where is that God that gave mee this
houfe and land ¢ He is miffing,and therefore feek
after him. .
‘Secondly, thoumuft feele after him, grope
after him by fuch {enfible things, ftrive to at-
taine the favour of your Landlord, and labour
tobe obedient to him thathath given you fuch a
lace. - . | - T
d Thirdly, you muft labour to finde him in his.
Ordinances, in prayer and in Chriftian commu-
nion. ThefethingsIowe himas my Landlord,

and by thele I finde and enjoy him. This ufethe
very Pagans were to make of their feverall Plan-
tations: And if you knew him before, feeke him:
yetmore, and feele afrer himtill you finde him.
in his Ordinances, and 1o y our con{ciences.

- Thirdly, when you have found God making ¥/e 3.
way and roome for you, and cariying you by
his providence unto any place, learne ro walke
thankfully before him, defraud him not of his
rent, but offer your [clves unto his fervice: Serve
that God, -and teéach y%ur childrenito {erve him,,.
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that hath appointed you and them the place of
your habitation. -

2. Obfervation. A pesple of Gods Plamtation
fhall enjoy their owne place with (afetie and
tace,
ThisP is manifeft in the Text:I will plant them;
and what followes from thence 2 They fhall
dwell in their owne place: But hows Peaceably,
they fhall notbe moved any more. Then they
{hall dwell fafely, thenthey fhalllivein peace,
The like promife you reade of in Pfa/.89.21,22,
The eneme (hall not exalt uponthem any more. And
in Pfal.o2. 13, Thofe that beplantedin the boufe of
the Lord, [hall flenrifh in the Courts of our God.
Gods plantatien i a florifhing plantation, Amos 9.1,

. Whatis it for God to plantapeople 2
wAnfw.  ItisaMetaphor taken from young Impes; I
will plant them, that is, T will make them to take
roote there; and that is, where they and their
{oyle agree well together, when they are well
and {ufficiently provided for, as a plant fuckes
nourifhment from the{oyle that fittethit, . -
Sccondly, When hee caufeththem to growas
plants doe, in Pfal.50.8,9,10,11. When a man
growes likea tred in tallnefle and ftrength, to
more firmenefle and eminency, then hee may be

- 1aid to be planted. - A |
~ Thirdly, When Ged caufeth them to fraczife,
Plal.x.4. _ 'y
fFourthly, When he eftablifheth them there,
then he plants, and rootesnotup.
- Buthere isfomething more efpeciall in this
‘; s = 3 - planting ,
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planting ; for they were planted before in this
fand, and yet he promifeth here againe, that hee
will plantthem intheir owne land: which doth
imply, firft, That what ever former good eftate
they had already, he would profperir, and in-
creafe it.

~ Secondly, God is {aid to plant a people more
- efpecially, whenthey become Trees of righteon/-

nefle,Ifay 61.3. That they may be called trees of

rightecoufnefie, the planting of the Lord. So that
there is implyed not onely a continuance of'their
former good eftate, but that hee would make
them a good people, a choice generation : which
‘hedid, firlt;by planting the Ordinances of God
amongft them in a more glorious manncr, ashe
did in Salomoxs time. _
 2.Hewould give his people 4 naile, and aplace
.8 Tabernarle, Ifay s 6.5 . And that is to give us
partin Chrift: forfothe Temple typified. So
then hee plants us when hee gives us roote in
Chrilt.
- Thirdly, When he giveth us.to grow up in him
as Calvesinthe ffall - Mal.g.2,3.
- Fourthly & to bring forthmuch fruit,Ioh.15.1.2
- Fifthly, and tocontinue and abide inthe ftate
of grace. This is to plant us in his holy Santua-
ry, he not rooting us up. |

This is taken from the kinde acceptance of Reufon,

Dawvids purpofe to build God an houfe, becaufe
he {aw 1t was done inthe honefty of his heart,
theréfore he promifeth to give his people a place
whercin they fhould abide for ever asina houfe
- of reft. ' T Secondly,
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Secendly, it is taken from the office God takes
upon him, when he is our planter, hee becomes
our husbandman y and if Zee plant us, who [had
pluckensup 2 Ifay 27.1,2. lob 34.29.- When he
giveth quict, who can make trouble ¢ If God be
the Gardiner, who thall plucke vp what hee fets
downe ¢ Every plantationthat he hath not plan.
ted fhall be plucked up, and what he hath planted
fhall{urely be eftablifhed. | |

Thirdly, from the nature of the blefling hee
conferresupon us: When he promifcthto plant
a people, their dayes fhall be as the dayes of 2
Tree, Ifay65.22. Asthe Oakeis {aid to be an
hundred yeares in growing, and aa hundred
yeares in full ftrength, and an hundred yeares in
decaying. A .

Bueit, But it may be demanded , how was this pro--
mife fulfilled by the people,fecing after this time
they met with many perfecutions, at home, and
abroad, many {onnes of wickedneffe affii&ed
them g Jeroboam was a fonne of wickedneffe, and
{o was Ahab, and Ahaz,and divers gthers. .
Becaufe after Dawvids time they had more fet-
lednefie than before. - :
~ Secondly, tothe godly thefe promifes were
fulfilled in Chrift. ' -
Thirdly, though this promife was made that
~ others fhould not wrong them;, yet it followes
not but that they might wreng themfelves by
trefpafling againft God, aad {o expofe them-
lelves to affli¢tion. Whilft they continued Gods
plantation, they wers a noble Vine,. aright
| feede;
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{eede, but if Ifrael will deftroy themfelves, the .
fault is in themfelves. And yet even in-their cap-
tivity the cood amongft them God graciou{ﬁ'
provided for: The Basker of goodfigges God fent
into the land of Chaldea for' theirgood: Ier. 24.5.
But if you rebell againft God, the fame God that
plaated you will zlfo roote you out againe, for all
the evill which you{hall doe againft your felves:
Ter. 11. 17. When the Ifraelites liked not the
foile, grew weary of the Ordinances, and for-
fooke the worfhip of God, and fuid, What part
havewe is David ? after this they never got {o
good a King, nor any fettled reft in the good
land wherein God had planted them. As they
waxed weary of God, {o hee waxed wearic of
them, and caft them out of his fight.

‘To exhort all thatare planted at home, or in- Pfe 1.
ténd to plant abroad, to looke well to your plan- |
tation, as you defire that the fonnes of wicked-
nefle may not aftlict youat home, nor enemics a-
broad, looke that yoube right planted, agd then
you neede not to feare, you arc fafe enough: God
hath {pokenit,I will plantthem, and they fhall
not be moved,neither fhall the fonnes of wicked-
nefle affiict them any more,

“What courfe would youhave us take ¢ .

‘Have {peciall care that you ever have the ©r- %ﬁﬁ -T
dinances planted amongft you, or elfe never
looke for {ecurity. As {oone as Gods Ordinan-
ces ceale, your {ecurity ceafeth likewife ; bur if
God plant his Ordinaaces among you, feare not,
he will maintaine them. 7(ay 4.5. 6: 7pan all their

| ' D 2167y
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‘gla*rytbexe_'/fb;zfl he adzefence . thit is, apon all Gods
Ordrances: for fo was the Arke called #2¢ Glory

- of Ifracl, 1 Samige22. T

) Sccondly, have a carc to be 1mplamed Into
the' Ordinances, that the word may be ingrafted

int6 you, and you into it: Ifyoutake rootng in

the Ordinances, grow up thf:r?by, bm‘g forth
much fruite, continue and ajmde therein, then
youare a vineyard of red wine, and the Lord

will LCQPJ‘: YO, f}ﬁz}; 276 20 3 that IM? {onnes of
violence fhall deftroy you. Looke into all the
(ories whether divine of humane, and you fhall

~ hever finde that God ever rooted out a people
" that had the Ordinances planted amongft them,
and themf{elves planted 1nt0 the Qrdinances: ne-

ver did God {ufter fuch plants to be plucked up,

on all their glory (hall bea dﬂtfmcwc:. |

Thirdly, be not anmindfull of our Zer#falem
at home, whether you leave us, or ftay at home
with us.-0b pray for the peace 6 f 7 ﬁ*"‘!ﬁfifﬂffﬁjmf} Jhall
profper that love her, Pfafo122.6. T hey (hall all b
c‘w&fwmd;’d 1id tnrned baske that hate Ston, Pl
; 129.5. FS God coatinueth his pretence with
o us (blefled be his name) {o beye prefent in{piric
| with us, though abfent inbody : Forgeraor the
wombe that bare you, and the breafts that gave
) you fucke. Even ducklings hatched under an
L henne, though they take the waer, yet will fill
have recoutie to the wing that hatched them:
.. how muchmore fhould chickens of the {ame fea-
| * ther, and yolke ¢ 1nthe amity and unity of bre-
ﬁ thren, the Lord hath not encly promuied, but
| 2 communded
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commanded a blefling , even life for evermore:
Pfal, 133.1.2. .

Fourthly, goe forth, every man thae goeth, %
with a publicke {pirir,looking not on your owne
things onely, butalfo on the things of others:
Phil.2.4. This care ot untver(all helpfulnefle was
the profperity of the firlt Plantation of the Pri-
mitive Church: «Adfs 4.3 2.

Fifthly,have atendercare that youlooke well
to the plants that{pring from you, that is, to
yourcaildren, that they doe not degenerate as

- the Ifraelites did 5 after which they were vexed

with afflitions onevery hand. How came thi§
topatle ¢ ITer.2.21. Iplantedthem a noble Vine,
holy, aright [ecde, how then art thow d2generate into a
ftrange Vine before mee ¢ Your Anceftoars were

- of anoble divine {pirit, bur if they {utfer their
children to degenerate,ro take loofe courfes,then
God will {urely plucke you up:. Otherwife if
men have a care to propagate the Ordinances
and Religionto their children after them, God
wiil plant them,and not roote them up. For wane
of this, the feede of the repenting Niav tes wis
rooted otit.

Sixthly, and laftly, oftend not the poore Na-
tives, but as you partake in their land, {o muake
them partakers of your precious faith : as you
reape their temporalls, {ofeede them with your
{piritualls: winne them to the love of Chritt, for
whom Chrift aied. They never yerrefufed the
Gofpell, and theretore more hope they wiil now
receive it. Who. knoweth whether God have
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rearced this whole Plantation for fuch anende -~ §
'Secoandly , for confolation to them that-are & 2

planted by God in any place, that finde rooting
and eftablifhing from God, this is a caufc of
much encouragement unto you, that what hee
hath planted he will maintaine, every plantation
~ his right hand hath not planted thalbe rooted up,
~but his owne plantation fhall pro{per,& flourifh,
When hé promifeth peaceand fafety, what ene- -
mie fhall be able to make the promife of God of |
ntone effeét » Negleét not walls, and bulwarkes,
.and fortifications for your owne defence ; bue
cver let the Name of the Lord be your ftrong
Tower; and the word of hisPromifethe
~ Rocke of your Refuge. His word
~ that made heaven and earth
will not faile, till hea-
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venand earth be
RO more,
Amen, :
FINIS.




