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IN REGARD TO APPLICATIONS FOR RELIEF.

I. This Form of Application must be accompanied by a separate Letter from the
Applicant, stating the causes of his (or her) Distress, and any other facts relating to the
nature of his (or her) Works or circumstances, which it may be considered desirable to

communicate.

II. No Application for celief shall be entertained, unless the same shall have been sent

in writing to the Secretary, at least seven days previous to a meeting of the General
Committee ; nor unless accompanied by letters from two or more respectable persons

authenticating the merits of the case.

III. No relief shall be granted to any person who does not come under the
| §  following description, to be proved in such manner as shall be satisfactory to the General

Committee, viz. :(—

i. Authors of some published work of approved literary merit, who shall be in
want or distress: such Authors not having been previously relieved by the
| , Society within a year of the date of the application.

». Widows, Mothers, Sisters, or Orphans* of deceased Authors eligible for relief:

such Widows, Mothers, Sisters, or Orphans never having been previously
relieved by the Society. In such cases one grant only shall be made.

| | | IV. All relief shall be given as a donation towards the removal of the distress of the
| _ Applicant, and not as a loan, nor for the completion of any literary work.

V. The literary claim of every new Applicant shall be affirmed by vote of the General
Committee before the question of want or distress shall be considered. 7The Works upon

which the Application is founded must therefore be submitted for examination.

* The term ‘‘ Orphans” is understood to apply to hildren or unmarvied daughters who are left destitute by the recent
death of their parent.

The General Committee meet to receive Applications on the Second Wednesday in the months of
January, February, March, April, May, June, July, October, N ovember, and December.

| " By the preceding Regulations, all Applications, Books, and Documents must be delivered on or
before the First Wednesday in the month, to the

SECRETARY,

7, ADELPHI TERRACE, W.C,

15t December, 1898.

|
| * * This sheet must not be ltorn off.



















THE LITERARY WORLD,

13 FLEET STrREET, LONDON.




C\) THE STRAND MAGAZINE,
\_ 8 11, SOUTHAMPTON STREET,
STRAND, LONDON,
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January 17th, 1912.

The Secretary,
Royal Literary Fund,
296, Vauzhall Bridge Road.

Dear Sir,

J, L. Hornibrook. I understand that Mr. Hornibrook is an applicant
to your fund for a grant either by way of pension or otherwise, and as I have
had relations with him for the last twelve or thirteen years I ha/yé been asked
to write to you on his behalf. 1

Vhen I was General Editor to the publishing firm of lessrs. S5.WV,Part-
ridge & Co., I had an opportunity of judging Mr. Hornibrook's literary work and
formed a very high opinion of it. His work as a writer of short stories I

had been familiar with before I had any personal dealings with him, and it seem
ed to me that in the various tales of his which I read in The Strand Magazine,
Chmbera' Journalt, Temple Bar, etc., he showed a most unusual and thorough
mastery of the art of the short stpry,;__;” The work he did for lessrs. Part-
ridge, excellent though it was, meritorious in its manner, and wholesome in its
influence, was probably not tﬁo best of which he was capable. In the story
entitled "In the Bonds of Pilence", although I speak of it after-a lapse of
eleven years, I remember real Qramtticpowor and a fine vigorous style of
na.rrat:l.io. "Phe Parting of the Ways" was a longer tale, less dramatic in its
construction, but shoﬂg e genuine insight into character, and 1 have reason
to believe that its circulation haia influence for good; while "The Children

Prioy oLk
of the " is a very charming example of literature for young people.



Although I have not personally been acquainted with Mr. Hornibrook in

his home life I have every reason to know that he has had a good deal of domes=

tic trouble, and long ago saw that he wos fighting rather a hopéless battle to

naintain the standard of his work in circumstances 'hich/ym? it difficult to

produce any work at«all. It is eome years ago since ersonally did what

1ittle I could to help him, and only recently I heard that he was still struggl-

ing unsuccessfully +o better himself and in serious danger of going under alto-

gether on account of the break up of his health.

I have always fel‘l: that he is a capable writer who has been handicapped

for lack of means, but who in happ:ler domestic circumstances no doub't would have

taken an honorable place among the writers of his day.  His Mo_ther Mrs. Emma

Hornibrook, was long and favourably known both in Englend and Mmerice as a writer

of wholesome domestic stories.

I personally believe that if any assistance could be rendered torhim

from your fund it might be the means of enabling a man of real talent %o eocape

from the prospect of semi-starvation as a literary hack, 'ith thich he is faced.

As to his pereonal character I have no :l.ntima‘be knowlodgo, and can

only say that on numerous occasions when I have met him during 'I:ho last ‘I:nlu

me aober and willing to work, but too oi’ten mental=

years he has always seemed to

ly worried by financial troubles to be a.blo to carry through such work @s he

could get.
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Dear Sir \
1 understand that my friend Mr J.L;Hornibrook. is an applicant

- to you for a grant,and. 1 have, il SEORARAL pPleasure 1T wrlAiE oA

: his behalfo

4

Hr Hornibrook has been not only a close and personal friend of

‘mine for many years,but was also my literary god-father,a.nd [ am

'glad of an opportunity of stating my 1ndebtedness to him for my

Isuooess 1n short-story writing.

~He ia,moreover the best tutor in fiotion-writing that | know, :

| ’"and possesses ihe unusua 1 faoulty not only of deteoting weak points
'- .-"-but of showing luoidly how they oan, be amended.ﬂe has to my knowleage

' "on several oooasione generously put this ta.lent at the disposal of

g .others gr&tuitously.lf'or 1nsta.noe,a. lady l ‘know had sent out a story
'time and amin unsuooessfuIIY-I t°°k “' to Mr Hornibrook whe vemy lt
"'throudl and suggeeteo an a.mendment with the result that the story

_ eold a.t onoe.and for a. good prioe.

At the time Hr Hornibrook wa.s ﬁontributing to The Stra.nd - his

; 'kn Ooea.n Gra.veya.rd' though I ha.ve not seen it for years rema:lns as
N ;’f:::””‘di.?:tfnﬂt 1n my memory a.s on. the da.y I rea.d it - he wa.s 1n the front

rank of . ehor}rstory writers,and would ha.ve stayed there but for

e-“igeﬁfimisfpwtune.:;_ ﬁ1h ok e '



e S

This is not my opieion onlye 1 have discussed Mr

wikh men qualified to Judge - editor

HOi‘nibrook's work many & time
- and their opinion of'hls merit

of lea.ding ma.gazines and others

has been the same a8 ‘mine.

Lt WThe misfortune of which he was a victim was a peculiarlysad'

ough Mr Hornibrookgfor the'honour

betrayal of:domestie trust(ind.th
jally pera&ysed

of his name, did not make it public the shock part

his literary powers.
Since then'he-has fought gallanily to retain his

' V¢1d positiep.under eonditions whieh would have broken down many'

T ;

men.L‘

Fer someeitme I*have notioed wiih ‘
ea nd wha.t 1 fea.red ha.s now ha.ppened.

ea.ns of help-

anxiety that the strain has

f~ 1ng ‘back into the short-story WOt

_ merit,and suoh are:needed. Mk
You.will find my neme on pege.61. of the Literary Yeer“Bookgf

1912..1and I ma.y perhaps be permitted to add that I al ehairman

of the Library Committee of ths Glub.Hh
b Yours truly '
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Hornibrook, John Laurence. John Laurence Hornibrook. B 1861. n.d. MS Archives of the Royal
Literary Fund: Archives of the Royal Literary Fund 2546. World Microfilms. Nineteenth
Century Collections Online, link.gale.com/apps/doc/AGRITB542589886/GDCS?u=
slv&sid=bookmark-GDCS&pg=3. Accessed 8 Apr. 2023.



