
Wikipedia Editathon @ 

LIASA Conference 2023

Facilitators:   Ingrid Thomson,  Jan-Hendrik Du Toit,  Gerald Louw, Enny 

Nyathi,  Jeff Nyoka,  Itumeleng Mpofu



Programme 

● Wikipedia and its culture 

● Creating an account   (Practical)

● Presence of SA Libraries on Wikipedia

● Adding Content about SA Libraries on Wikipedia (Practical)

● Wiki loves South African Libraries campaign



What is Wikipedia?

● Wikipedia is more than just a free online 
encyclopedia

● Wikipedia is really all about community
● The culture of the Wikipedia community is the most 

important and difficult thing to learn. It takes a long 
time for everyone. Don’t be afraid to make 
mistakes but always learn from them.

● Disagreements happen, what is important is how 
we settle disagreements. That’s where the culture 
helps us!



Wiki Culture: 5 Pillars of Wikipedia

● Wikipedia is a free online encyclopedia.
○ Both free as in free-speech and free as in free-from-cost

● Wikipedia is written from a neutral point of view.

● Wikipedia is free content that anyone can use, 

edit, and distribute.

● Wikipedians should treat each other with respect 

and civility. Always assume good faith.

● Wikipedia has no firm rules. “Be Bold.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Five_pillars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Assume_good_faith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Be_bold


Wikipedia Content 

● No original research 
● All content has to be verifiable

● Reliable sources 

“Source”  refers to the piece of work,  the creator and the publisher.    

Published: in a source with a reputation for editorial quality, and peer-reviewed if possible.   

Reliable: it's a source you'd point a patron to if they wanted to know more.

Supports the text: the source should back up what is stated.      Context matters.   

Though Wikipedia favours open-access or publicly available sources, this is not a requirement: using 
appropriate offline, rare, or hard to access sources might be the best option.



Wiki Projects



South African Languages on Wikipedia - the 5 most active  



Questions?

● Let’s talk; there are no stupid questions.

● Open session to discuss the culture of 

Wikipedia.



Creating a User Account  



Presence of SA Libraries on Wikipedia



Presence of SA Libraries on Wikidata 

There are 39 South African libraries or entities listed on Wikidata!  



Let’s add some content about South African Libraries

● Head to the SA Libraries Directory at  

https://www.salibraries.ac.za/directory/?province_id=6 OR use this 
from the National Library 
https://www.nlsa.ac.za/nlsa_2020/directory/?province_id=1

● Open up Wikipedia’s List of Libraries in South Africa 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_libraries_in_South_Africa

● Select a library from the SA Libraries Directory  or from the National 
Library that does not appear on the List of Libraries in South Africa. 

https://www.salibraries.ac.za/directory/?province_id=6
https://www.salibraries.ac.za/directory/?province_id=6
https://www.nlsa.ac.za/nlsa_2020/directory/?province_id=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_libraries_in_South_Africa


Demo:  

This is how you add to that list:-



Another way to add content about South African Libraries

● Consider adding a sentence or two about a library in a town or village to that 

Wikipedia entry.     

● A sentence could read:- There are four libraries that serve the community in 

Upington, viz, Rosedale Library, Upington Library, Korrektiewe and Forum Library.



Demo

This is how you add a sentence or two to an article

Adding a sentence to an article to say that there is a library.  
Will use QUEENSTOWN as an example  (can list the libraries under Education)
OR   HOEDSPRUIT  (also listed under education)

E.g.  UPINGTON  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upington created a subheading called PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS and added sentence about libraries.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upington


Wiki Loves South African Libraries Campaign 

Wiki Loves South African Libraries aims at bridging the gap that exists about 

Libraries on Wikipedia with a focus on South African Libraries. The campaign is 

intended to bring together libraries, librarians, library students creating visibility 

for libraries and their services, allowing South African libraries to tell their 

stories, and that of their communities through Wikipedia and its various sister 

projects.

Those projects: include Wikipedia,  Wikidata and WikiCommons.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wiki_Loves_South_African_Libraries_Campaign



Wikimedia South Africa website:  wmza.org
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