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AUSTRALIAN "JAR ¢ RIMES COMMISSION.

Evidence taken on the 24th Sep*ember? 1945, before His Honor
Judege Kirby, at the POW and Internee's Recention Carp, Morotai.

EVIDENCE OF CAPN. S. N. PAIL

- ————— ——— T S S —

(MMakes an affirmation)

(This witness eave his eviderce without the aid of
the Interpreter)

CAPN, S, N, PAUL, being dvly affirm~d by Judge Kirby, states:

My nare is Cann, S.- ¥, Pavrl, My Army No,., is 17932 ICRO/Z.
I belong to the Indian Medical “ervice. I was a Doctor before
the war, My home a“dress is 110/29 Bidyvt Nagar, Dayal Bagh
Agra, When I was captired I was in 17 Corbined Genreral Hosnital
Singavore. The surrender was cn th=s 15th Feb, 192 ard I was
taken into captivity on the 18th,.

I was in th~» followinz camps dvrirg the periods mentioned:

Neesoon Carp, 15 miles fror Singapore, 23/2/42 to Jvne 1942
Kranji Carp, 13 miles from Singavore, Jvrne 1942 to Oct. 1942
Buller Ca~p, abovt 5 miles fror Singancre, Nov., 42 to Dcc.42.
Kranji Ca~p, 12th Jan 1943 to 31st Jan 1943
-Selleter Carmp, 12 miles from Singavnore, lst Fet 43 to
24th August 19413,
Adams Road Carp, abort 7 miles from Singanore, 25th Aveust
to 27th Auevst 1943,
Boarded on Okanamaru. Landed at Halmaheras 25th Scpt 1943
Kockku Carp, 25th Scpt, 43 to July 1944,
Tijku Carp, July 1944, . |
Carp, name unknown, abort 14 miles from Tijku, Aug. 1944
Teragan Camp, Sept. 1944 to August 3I1st, 1943
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HIS HONOR: Q. I vnderstand that so far as crimes by individuval
Japanese co“ficers or guards are concerned you have nothing to
complain of until youv were at Teragan?

A, Other tran the withholding of mredical surplies and medical
treatrert, and minor slanpings, there was nothing to complain
of vntil Teragan Carp,

When I first arrived at Tijku Carp Lt. Kobuta was the

-Japanese of“ficer in charee, There werc alsc there Cpl. Ikai

and 1lst Class Pte, Kowana., Kobuta was a mrmember of the No., 6
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Tra-sport Unit. During the period I was in this carp I saw
Lt. Kobuta act as the officer in charge and issue orders, both
to Japarese staff ard to the Indian prisoners of war, I
shifted from Tijku Carp o the unknown carp about 14 miles
away, This was in Avgrst 1944, The Japanese officers and
NCO's mertioned above care with us to this carp and shortly
after our arrival there Lt, Ito and L/C Taraka arrived., I
saw from my own observation that I.t. Kobuta remained .the
officer in charre of the carp but L/C Tanaka acted as his
s2cond in corrard in snite of the fact that there were others
there higher ir rank, L/C Taraka in my presence took orders
and discussed orders with Kobuta ard gave orders to other
marbers of the Jananese staff and Irndian prisoners of war.

Taraka said to me ard other Indian prisoners that we
were going to be pnart of the Japan~se Army. In Febrvary 1945
Tanaka told me and Sub Mahored Akrum and Mahomed Hussein IWO
that we were no lorger nrisoners of war but by Japanese order
formed part of the Nipnonese Army. He told us that in conver-
sation in our own room. He said it was an order of the High
Commard and it had to b~ carried out. I protested and the
two others also orotested. e saigj it was not according to the
rules of war ard we said we did not want to e part ef the
Nionorn Army, Taraka said "You have Just got to be", Tanaka
Spoke in the Javancse larguage and I 'nderstood what he said,
The three of us uvnderstood erovgh of the Jananese language to
know what he said, The IO acted as an interpreter in trans-
lating cvr onrotests into the Japanese languvage to Tanaka.
Tanaka th~n started putting us on narades, He started to teach
us the Japanese nrocedure and custorms, e started fatigu=s
early 1n the rorring, about 7 a.m. and finished abovt 6 o,m,
That was the regular oracedure. ™he fatigue was lifting heavy
boxes of medicire or food stuff and carrying it. about 2 .or
3 mlles and making thr=e or four trivs each day. A whole 1ot
of the Irdian prisoners were in the fatigve party., Some were
sent to a garden whilst others did the work above referred to.

EIS HONOR: Q, Did you have any m~al time between 7 a.m. and
p.m?

A, The first meal of the day, when we had any, was about 6:30
a,my, During the last three months or so of ouvr captivity we
were eilven no meal before starting work for the day. We had
cur own cookhouse ard we marared to obtain our own private
sunply of tea and svgar and salt, ™e were only able to have
something to drink before starting work, but nothing to eat.
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At 12 midday w~ eot ovr first meal of the day., “e generally
carried rice with us which was sup-lied by the Jananese, AL
first the arount of rice e¢iven to vs wos 10 ozs, Later the
supply diminished until it was about 5 ozs, They rave us some
dried tinned veea‘ables but rostly we lived on jurele leaves,

One hovr was allowed for the midday meal, Ve stooned wherever
we havvened to be working.

The next real was when we came back abort 7 »n.r, If 1%t
. was dark at this time we were not rrovided with lights, All
we corld eat was the rice ration ner man left over from the
midday mecal. Pefore thc evening meal we were gliven half an
hour:s military training. Taraka was alwavs in charge of this
training. Kobuta at times would comec along and watch what was
hanpening.

. I saw Taraka on a grecat many occasions beat the Indian
orisoners or thase parades., Soreiimes he would slap them with
his open hend and sometiires hit ther with sticks about th- hecad

and body, but gen~sally about the head, I saw him beat men so
consistently that cverv prisoner would have received a beating
and egenerally 2bovt 20 nrisoners rould "¢ beaten cach day at the
training eriod. Mostly the slans adminlstered with the hand
were severe enough to knock men to the grcuond, This gencerally
hanpened when he slappad with his hand. I often heard hi~ say
to a prisoner "Yorr brain is not alright so I am =oing To fix

it vp", ard h» wor 1d th:n hit him or tne head with a stick, The
stick was generéilv a long walking stick about an inch thick,

T will deal no. with ill-treatment and the withholding of
medical svoolies and eive particvlar instonces and when 1 have
finished deseriting thcse I will describe beheadings and killings,

About March 1945 three of ouvr soldiers, Mzhomed Shafl, All
Haider and Tua<ail Mahom d were illtreated by Tanrazka as well as
Kobuta. Taraka told me that trrse three men who were then work-
ing in the ~sarden wcre bad workers and he asted me to examine
them, I examined them and I told Tarnaka they were sick from
beri-beri and gencral debility. T teld kim this myself in the
Japanese languag:c, uvsing my hands t2 sunrlement what 1 told him,
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I then saw %im b at them onc by cre, first of all by slapping
them with his hands urtil they v:re knock:d to the ground, He
then got them to their fiet again ord boat thom with 2 stiek on
the knuckles 2rd I'mees and atort the hcad vntil the three of them
became vneonsciove, The beating lasted for about half an hour.
After the beating I saw that All Haider was very sick znd I gave
him svch medical iiention as 1 covld vntil his decath about a
wecek or ten days later, Altrovegh I told Taraka that hc was very
sick Tanaka said he " ould hav: to work on the fatigu: carrying
vegeta' les from th- eround, I saw that Ali Haidcr on this oc-
casion d4id not rectvrn to the camp 2nd th- rext morning he was
brought bv other Indians into thc camp., I s~w himr thon. Hc was
unconsciovs and in a very feeble condition. I gave him injections
to try and k=ep hip alive but an borr and a half later he died.

I had been practising In In 'la as a2 Doctor for threc years.,
As Medical Officer I wor-=-d for thrcoe years and i'rom my medicel
experizsnce ard my examination ard obscrvation of Ali Haider after
th~ kcatings I heave deseribed I can sav that he disd as the resrlt
of those bertings. I was orcsent wh~n h~ was buricd.

. Shafi ard Tuvfail 2re il1 from th- bentings and were prt on
1light work. Their condition waos bad but not so bed as Al1 Hzider's

I saw that Tvf~il w2s in a very wreak cordition and in fact
he was so 111 that he ased re to glve him poison so as to make
him die, Of corrsc I did not do so and eve:rtually he reccovered,
I h2zve secn Shafi in the 2/9 AGH on this Island ard he i1s in that
hospital nowy, I also s ¥ Tufail in this hospital. Sub, 4krum and
I70 Mahomed Hussc¢in were precsent and saw the beating of Shafi,
Halder and Tufail,

The next case of 171 treatmcrt wrs the ease of Munshi Khan,
I saw him beaten L. - Tar-'a and Kow2na ard later tied to a tree,
He was Xept there for 24 houvrs withou*t food or water, His hands
were ti=d behind his becky he was ti~d up with rope to the trunk
of the trese, the ron: stretering erovnd his tody ard the trunk
of the tree., This '.-s about Julyv 1945, ™"hiis* he was tiled to the
tr=e¢ hec actually pzasscd water and defacrt d standing 1p whilst
tied to thec tree,

Hez was Ycaten for more than 15 mirutes befeore he was tied to
the tr-ce, 1 sav him reczive this becating frorm Toenaka 2nd Kobuta
who vsed firewood sticks atouvt th: 1longth of my 2rm. They beat
hirm abhout the head 2rd kFnees., Jem, .hGullah Khan was prescnt at
the beating of Murs*i Khan: IVO Mahom~d Hussein wns also present.
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1 eon also sneak of the beating of Mahomed Shafi oi' “lic
., Jat, Rer, This was abovt the month of July 1945, Tanak=
and Kowana bcat him with heavy sticks over the read for more than
half an horr, I saw them do this ard I saw Kobuta starding watch-
irg at the tire, I did not h-~ar him say anything; he did not
interfere in any way, I saw him become uvunconscious and Tanaka
or Kowana world ravivye him by throwing water on his face and he
was ther b.aten uvuntll he was unconscious again,

Irmediately after the bzating was over I saw Tanaka and
Kowana force Shafi to kneel on firewood sticks with a piece of
firewood bechind his knees, I saw them tie Shafi's hands behind
his back and I saw ther becat him on the head ard body with .sticks,
In the position he was it wns impossible for him to remain vupright
and they would beat him when he fell down 2nd then 1ift him back
to the vpright position again, This hanpencd several times, This
particrlar beating took about another hz21f an hovr, ™“hilst Shafil
was in this position and bsine beater by Tanaka and Kowana I saw
Kowana pour pctrol on Shafi's fect and set alight to it. Tanaka
was still beating him whilst this was being dore, When this beat-
ing was finished I saw Shafi tied with his hands behind his baek
to the trunk of a treec 2vd h: was left therc all night, I and
others sunnlicd him w'th frod and water secretly dvring the night,

Th- reason given hv Tanalva for the beating of Shafl was that
althorgh Shafi admitted stecaling frod himself he refused to impli-
cate others, Tanrnzka told me he would tortvre him until he impli-
coted others but Shafi did not do t i1s in spite of the beatings,

I heard Shafi say from timec to time whilst bheing heaten that he
alonc was responsible for any theft,

Shafi said in Industani that he interded to die by himself
and he world rot implicate arybody else., I translated this into
the Japanese larerage and told Tanaka that this was what Shafil
scid,

The nevt mornine after th2 beatings Tanaka and Kobuta called
me, Jem, Abdvllah Khan and Mahom d Hussein over and said they
wanted to hehend Shafi and asked our opinion abouvt it., I said
that mrary behc~dings had already taken place, so many that it was
no use beheading Sha®i and suggested that he shovld receive some
other other punishment., Thcey did not behead him., Tanzka and
Kobuta told me that thcy wovld leave the punishment to myself
and the other Indians., We blackened his face with soot and huvng
his shocs around his neck on one parade, He hnd to promise that
he wovld not steal in futuvre and he gave this promise,
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The next ineident I can sprak of is the 111 treatment of
Jem, Mohan Singh., He suffered badly from dropsy., That was in
April 1945, He had dropsy and eventually died of this condition
about 13th or 14th Avcvust, I was looking after him, I saw that
he was in intense rain as hi swollen with fulness of
water, It interfereqd with
the water to be

h ) I asked both Tanakn and
dicine and an instrurent to take the
"You cannot g or instruments,
tlent to hospital,
hospital,

and using it
wa*ter away, This caused
O sit all this time,

and treatment of neh that
him proper treatment ang medicire his

The next incident I can refer to is the 111 treatment of
Mahomed Akrum. About February 1945 I heard Lt. Kobuta tell Akrum
that he h=d been disobedient and he ordered him to
and a earden., I hcard Akrum and Tanaka and Kobuta - :

hether Akrum shouvld continue werk in the garden, I heard Akrum
ell them that he wantcd to a-neal to a higher avthority,. I
heard Tanaka say "Yov will get severe punishment, I have friends
in the Military Police and they might cut your he °f later on
1f so needed." I hearg Hkrvrm s : go to the
higher avthority and then Kobuda sa angry with you,
I excuse you and you 1 _ A ere before, Later
‘ was present when a Ary policeman came with an interpreter,
- AKkrum was there also Jem, Abdullah Khan, Akrum was sitting down
in h*s eivilian clothes, The policeman said in Japanese ""hy are
yor sitting like this in those clothes?" T started to translate
what was beine said but before I could finish the Military police-
man started slanping Akrum with his hands, It was a8 very severe
beating, Akrum was sitting down when he was beaten and was knocked
to the floor from time to time. The beating lasted for 10 to 15
minutes, The beating took place in the prisoner's room,

I was mess Ssecretary, For ten days Akrum was put on half _
rations, Tanaka came daily durine the 10 days and made many state-
ments to me and other prisoners that Akrvm had committed various

Tanaka told me that he warted Akruvm to sign a staterment
confessing his crires as otherwise he would tehead Akrum. He asked
me would I +*ell Akrvm this and persvade him to sign, I did so and
Akrur did sign,
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Drring the peoriod that Tanaka and Kobuta were associated
in control of the nrisoners I actually saw alrost every day
one or both of them slanving and beatine prisoners severely
with sticks, :

I will now dcal with the behcading and death of prisoners.
The first case 1s that of Mahomed Din about Marech 1945, He
confessed that he took:.a tin of fish from the store., He was
brovght in and tied to a tree in the compound. I saw Mahomed
Din whilst he was tied to the trece and I heard coming from the
vicinity of the tree signs of blows and cries but I did not
actvally witness the beatings, I saw him whilst tied to the
tree nbout 4 p.m, Some tire after 10 o'clock he was not there.
I searched for him ard covld not find him. A few days later
Tanaka told me that Mahomed Din had becen cantvred and that he
had had Din behended by the Military police,

I never s~w Mahomed Din after the right he escaped.

At the t'mc of the Jap~nese svrr-nder "anaka asked me and
other prisoners to sien the rominrnal roll *“hat Din had diced
from natural c-usecs, Thris was about 28th or 29th Avgust, Tanaka
at this tim~ was armed with pistol ard sword and said that his
record showed that Din died from beheading following a conviction
for stealing and that he, Taraka, wanted to change that and show
death as having taken place from natursl canuses. He said it
would be better for the soldier's people if it was no* recorded
that he had be=zn beheaded for stealing as that would cavse
dishonor and shame to Din's people., &krum ond I s21d that the
true facts should be stated. "e were unarmed whilst Tanaka was
armed with pistol and sword, I siegned tecause I was a2fr-id that

he would shoot or behegd vs.

The next case I car speak of i1s that of Chinadury, Said Gul,
Miraj Din and Karim Ilahi, This havvened about the 10th April.
I was told something by Mahomed Hussein and I know that those
four prisoners were taken away from our carp and kept away for
three or four days, I saw them when they returned and they were
all very 111, I saw faid Gul and Chinadury svitting blood. I
saw that the four nrisorcrs all had brvises ard swellings on the
head and that they were in a state of exhaustion, I sew them
brought back by the "ilitary police., Kobuta told me that he
"as going to have those four prisoncrs techeaded to set an example
as to what would hanpen to prisoners who were cuilty of theft.,
Later I saw the four prisoners beine taken away by Japanese
VMilitery Police whose names I do not know., I saw them talren to
an area where I had previously seen other prisoners go with spades




.

poc. NOo, 5538 Page 8
After I saw the four men Feing

, them again. The following
‘ » and the other nri-

morning '
soners that he, Kobut?, h four men beheaded end that

that should te an exarmple to the rest of us not to steal.,

The next matter 1 wish to deal with relates to Mahomad
. Afsar and Yakud Khan, This was sbout July 1945. Tancka tolid
me that they had stoien a phial of mrdicine and that he had de-
cid~d tc have them baheaded, 1 saw them tied vP without ¢.d
or water from 4 o'clock one afternoon until 10 ofeclock the
next morning. They were not freed to obey and call of natuvre

and did so whiist tied to the treeo

. The next merning 1 saw them vntied by Japanese guards and
stripoed naked and taken away., Tanaka was present at the timc.
I saw him egc away with Afsar ard Yakub Knhan anc the gverds and
I pnever saw those men again. Tanaka had his swerd with him,
There were two Japanese guards with tnem and they also had swords.
Tanaka later toid me that those two prisoners had been becheaded

but he did not say who had done the ~ctual beheading.

The next matter is that of Mahomed Ramzan. This was 1in

ugust 1945 some weeks hefore the suyrrender, 1 saw Ramzan tied
to a tree all nignt., Tan2ka t>id me that he was taking Rarzan
o behr:ad him. He s~ié tnat Rarzan « had

il and had told l1lies to ™anaka abcut 1t,
hat Rarzan would nct admlt to him that he had taken
did not s € Rmzan again after he hnd been taken
1 sow that manaka had hls sword wit
n told me that he

the plant. <
awav withn Taraka,

. when he took Ramrzan away and later Tanaxk
himself beheaded Ramzana

The next matter jeals with Mahomed Hussein and Umer Din.
Taraka told me tnat they had escaped and had been caught and that

- 3

he had had thnem beheaded by +he Military pclice. =+ never saw

cither Hussein or Umer Din apgain after they escaped. <his was

shortiy before the surrencer: I ar not certain abcut the month
3 . Tanaka

that these men escaped an
rut I think 1t was shortly
and Yakub Khane

~fLer we were taken +s the Halmaheras
Capn, Ushida was in charge of us. I went
medicine to cure the dysenteryo.
they only gave I'C crecosote to ease

In Septem:er 1943
dysentery brcke ovio,
to the hospital and asked foT
They would not give 1t to me,

the pain.

%
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t2 were reésponsitle for us not getting
2 full svpply of food, Every month when the rations were
drawn the rations for the prisoners w

as the rations for the Japanese
© rice, salt ang

. port Unit.
taking hoxes of Yiseyp
Out of 40 Pags of rie
would go to +h
There were el
Saw Taraka an

arettes té somre of
their friends

. ( nem ' * Fce and to the Kempetai
Jap, Militar

I have heard Tanaka slons savy
friends in the Kempetai a he coul
to us that he w
permission f

As the result of food °
contracted heri-?eri;

from 1¢. & lot of the rnen wer~

2and needed Grugs that T could not procure, nakaﬁwould
not allow the men to Yo taken to hospital, T sald to him "The
hospitals ap your men, why not the Indizngov They

were also a "em”ers of the auxiliary forces,
Tanaka : S can go to hospital.m

2 or Tanaka for atout
Some of the men Were oo sick t0 do this and co

Parade, When they csllansec and fell they were
where they fell and o+t che finish or the lecture the

¥ ‘anaxka op Kobuta,

"0se who had collap
ne from the other men available, m
Who I knew were noet. it to work, I tcld Kobut

numbers of occasions that num*ers of men wer

After the parade Kotuta ang Tanaxa went over to those who
had collapsed and wno were still 1lying there, They usegd to hit
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tuem over the head or knees or kick them to test whether they
were mallngering or not, A few may have laid down to get a

rest brt most of them were genuine sick cases, Tanska and
Kotuta would then select from the sick ones those who were to

Pe glven an injection. vhey wovld pecint to one man as reing

no good as a worker because he was too slck and ordered that he
was not to have injections. obuua said that they
were the ones to nick and choose who amongst the sick were to
get the injections, They would not allow injections to be given
to the very sick because they said they would te no good for
working, The injections that were given were given either by
nyself or the Jap., mediczl orderly. The injections were of

vita camphor or olZum ¢ampaosr; they give streneth to the heart
for an hour or so, otherwises a man might die. if he 1s in a very
collapsed conditisn. Some o the men had to be lifted by Indian
nrisoners hack to th- ~arracks, The supply of camnhor injection
was obtained from either Tapnaka or ‘

Often I was able to give

we had stolen, Of course I w2s uneble to eive those injections
in the nresence of Tanaka and Kobrvta, I was only allowed to
give injections to the m nicl out, The men they would
not let me iniject would have died 1f orders hzd been carrisg
out, but in many cases I was able to save thrir lives hy giving
them secret injections,

Mary of my men badly needed extractions of advarced caiious
teeth; I would revort to Tapaka that those ren were uregently
In need of dental treatment *ut Tanaka would not let them go
to the Jananese dental neople, I did not have any instrument |
myself to verform extractions. Taraka would not give any reason
for not lettine themr go to the dentist tut wouls say "They cannot
g0, we want them for work." Tanaka would not issue passes which
were necessary to pet dental care.

Earlier there were only six guards as well as Tanaka and
Kobuta; in the 1last fortnight they put on another five, making
eleven 1n =addition to Tanakn and Kobuta, Kovana was one of
them, Khael Shima was another, Adachi weas ancther, Ot=2ke was
another, and the medical orderly, Ckama, was another,.

I often saw Kowara, Fhagi Shims and fdachi administer severe
teatings with hands ang sticks,

I can identify Kobute and ‘anaka, I can also identify all
the evards I have mentioned ry nare,




%

* DOC, NO, 5538 Page 11

Two Indians, Shakien Feg, 2/9 Jat, Reg, and Ghulam ¥Yasin,
36 Ord, Workshoo, died of dysent:sry - aroeblc dyscntery, This
was about March or April 1945, I iold Tanzka that th~y were
suffering from this complain® opd I askcd him for emetine to
cure this conditio:l, He said "You cre not going to get this
medicine, it is nov availadie," I know tr.~t somc had bcen
available tcn days before becnruse I had leer given 2 supply
of it from arnther uvnit in thc viecinity. I told Taraka that
they would die vniess I could treat them with this medicine,

I asked him i© he world not gzive me the redicine would he

allow them to po to hospital in order to try and save thelr
1ives., He refused both the medicinc or to allow them to go

to hospitcl, They hoth died at the end of March or beglinning
of April 1945, I say from my mcdical expericnce and my ob-
servation and trecatment of these men that I wovld hove heen
ablc to cure their camplaint ard save thoir lives if I had been

given this emctine,

When we arrived in the Halmaheras about two thirds of the
Indian prisoners did not have any footwear and had to work 1n
bare fect., This restlted in the men with "are fect getting
sorcs on th- fect and 1lzgs, The infection spresd quickly =nd
resulted in the psrmarent disability of many of them, and sorc

-deaths. The officer whom I asked for these supplies and who

refused to give them was a Staff Capn. of th> Thekeda Tai,
I could not jdentify him as I only scw him onccé OT twice,

I, Somnath Pavl do solcrnly and sincerely declare that the
evidernce given before this Commlssion and contnined on this and
the preceding six pages is th2 truth, the wholc truth, and nothing

but the truth,

s/ S, N, Paul
CAPT., INS

Declared before me this 25th day of Scpterber 1945,
g/ R, C. Riroy




