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EEX B &L

GENERAL HYADQUARTTRS
SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIXD POWERS
INTFRNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION ;

20 September 1946

MEND T0: Chief of Counsel
(THRU: Chief, Investigation Division)

SUBJTCT: Death of KUSABA, Tatsumi

Captain M, G, Frish, Chief of the CID, who conducted the prelimi

nary inquiry into the matter., Captain Frish advised that at 0790
thia date, three Russian officers came to the Provost Marshal

Office and reported that KUSAEA was found dead in his bed at 05%0
this morning and made the statemsnt that he had committed sulcide

by taking poison.

Captain Frish proceeded to the Mitsubishi No, 21 building
where the witness was held by the Rusgpians and examined the room
shere the witness ws found, He stated that he did not conduet a
thorough search of the premises due to the fact that he was cone
stantly under the cbservation of the Fussian officers, but stated
that he did not find a container of any type which could have been

used to hold poison, Captain Frigh said that the vitness aprarently
died viclently, having vomited.considerably,

The Fussian officers turned over to Captain Frish a note-
book, which is reported to be a diary. A brief translation of one

page, apparently written very recemtly, is & note to the deceased's

untarily allowed me to borrow
This is presently being done, and
be furmnished in a later memorandus.
It should be noted that the notedbook was

It should also be noted that
&mmm.-m-ﬁhtmmwmm-
gation to this division,




23 September 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE
SUBJECT: KUSABA, Tatsumi (Lt, General)

The following is a brief biographical sketch regarding
subject:

Born: 1888

Appointed Lt. General March 1939

Commander of the Kwantung Army, Headquarters Mukden,
November 1941

Member of Headquarters General Staff, Tokyo,
February 1944

Retired 2 December 1944
Recalled 16 December 1944
Appointed Chief of Continental Railroad

f’

DOUGLAS L, WALDORF
1st Lt., Inf,
Chief, Inv. Div,




/ >4 GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
y/ SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
CHECK SHEET ~ JBK/DLW/hk
(Do not remove from attached sheets) ®
File No.: Subject: Release for Publication of Lt. Genersl KUSABA's
“ [E———————————————SSSSSSSSSSSSS R e 55 o
Note No.: From: IPS, GHQ, SCAP To: Public Relations Office, Date: 8 QOct 46
GHQ, SCAP

1,
The International Prosecution Section has no objection to the

release for publication of the contents of the diary of KUSABA,

Tatsumi, However, this Section of course cannot speak for or

indicate the attitude of the International Military Tribunal

for the Far East on the release of any information which may

have been admitted in evidence or which may later be offered

in evidence or which in any manner mey concern the pending

prosecution,
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Tokyo, Kichijoji Home of KUSARA

th:h,bllh-::iﬂ, Home of Maj. Gen, MATSUMURA

Omori~ku, Denenchofu 3-74, l-;.orm-rom
hobtl.t.mlﬂg' -

The next twenty pages contain Russian language drills,
& dapuary 1946 - Tuesday

01-."’ -23.

Velcomed the New Year of newly born Jspan in Khavorosk,
Soviet Russia,

N”-l’ofﬁmntmmnudmdhondiomuo
East, (First rays of the sun,) The beginning of 1946,

Frofound memories on the New Year of ny 59th year.

After breakfast, of Russian food, we, under the direction
of General MIYA, nlu-dﬂnln!uruahrdpnﬂ,a

Mnmwm”mwm&hwv
of the Emperor from afar,

Amrml-mmmumwaum
YAMADA,

Noon - Sang "Ne" seng, 'Ttml-oh:hn'mdthnplqd
cards,




Clear, =26°
(More poems)

S Japuary 1946 - Sunday
«23°, clear
(Poems)

I Japuary 1946 - Nonday

=279, ocold, windy and clear morning  sent in
nightingales; spent all day repairing my trousers. = oo O

§ January 1946 - Tuesday
"230,.1&1'

(Poem) The snow doesn't meltt
The nightingales don't sing!

. Spring in Khaveroskl
Morning = I remember the army for the first time.
2 January 1946 - Wednesday
-28°, clear

(Poem)







From the eamp window
The shadow of the guard

Amlt‘htm-
16 January 1946 - Wednesday

«26°, clear; mended wmiform since morning; spread insecticide
on winter clothes; 1200

Major General NAKAO,

-talkonth.mluof!riﬂupomby




1. Was not Manchukuo an offensive measure of aggression?

2, CHOKOHO )
Were they not a part of the plan of attack against
NOMONHAN ) the Soviets?

3. Your views on the person responsible for the (reater Bast
Asia Var,

4o Was not the building of railroads an cffensive preparation?

5, What were the methods used by the Border Command tc collect
intelligence against the Soviet Russia?

Anti-Comintern was for the purpose of improving Germany's
international right to speek,

(

(

§ As Por the alliance, Germeny recommended that Soviet Russia
be ineluded in the future and it was also to avold a war
(Prince KONOYE's death note)

/Tt is then stated in a footnote: "The above can be proven
by facts

It ig thought that Chancellor Hitler's offensive against the
Soviet was a faithless act.

23 January JO4L - Tuesday
«16%, cloudy

0900 to 1830 the writer, together with Lt, General HATA and
Lt. General HITOMI went to the Red Army Headquarters.

23 January 194C ~ Wednesday
Clear, «17°

2100, 22 Jan to 0200, 23 Jan = Put in eppearance at Red Army .
Headquarters with Lt. General HATA and Lt, Ceneral HITCHI.

1400 = Hair cut.
S J828Ty 1946 - Thursday
Clear, =21°
Chief TAKABE arrived at P.W. Camp.
- 23 Januaxy 1940 « Friday
Clear, =22°

Made Japanese clogs.

1800 - Went to Soviet Army Headquarters
- § o ;




2% _January
Cloudy, -16°

0800,263:&‘&00300, ﬂJm-lmttothohrhthm
Headquarters, together with Lt. Generals HATA and RITONMT,

&7 denuary

Investigation really started,

1030 = ecalled out; went to Soviet Headquarters
28 January

Clear, -20°

0900 to 1800 and 2100 to

&3 _Japuary

Clll.r, -mlp

0300, 29 Jan = at Soviet Aruy Headquarters,

1100 to 1€00 = Appeared at Soviet Army Headquarters

1100 to 1800 = Appeared at Soviet A™my Headquarters; 2130 4o
0200, 31 Jan - again appeared at Soviet Army Headquarters,

2. Janusry
Chw’ -mo

Jio entries appear between these dateg/
2. Xebruary

Entered Khavorosk Prison, together with Chief TAKABE « 0700 -
two weeks,

12 February
0600 = Released from prison,
i€ Narch

Clear, =100

All personnel gave up Army swords,
-




Lightanddnrknou uohcktobnk-m-m-ukoalmu
"Road to Improvement® © 14ving in poverty, W heart is always
at ease.

Always and anywhere
Don't hate men
Don't lower

pon't get nnf'y
Be cheerful (old song)
1¢ I look well at thcuternlrrorinwheu't,

Clear

A heart that does not give way ‘o sentiment is as broad

" ap the sea.

20 Jiaxeh

1.t, General AKIYAMA has nod returned since 188t night, Is he

in prisont Mej. Gens KOBATA
4. Gen, UEMURA ) Po the Investigation Center

1t, Gen, IWAI )

Went to Soviet Heedquarters. From March 22 te April g (18 days)

imprisoned in jail in the sameé roon with & Russian nemed LUIKOV,
26 years old ané father of 3 boys and 4 girls, Also imprisoned
moﬁen-ralnﬂ-zsw, Lt.ucnortlmull-l‘)lnrlh

ana Lt, Geu. IIzule-mhrch.

9 April - Clear )
10 April = Snow ) In?.l.camfarthoﬁ.rlt after a long while.
11 April « Clear Heard about Lt. General UEHURA committing sulcide




Clear
> “
I wuld rather dle and apologisze
to my country
Than to keep on living and living
in great shame, |
LY. Gen, Mikio UTMURA
Gopcordis

Japan snd Manchuria g Putting into practice the spirit of
as ons unit the founding of the nation,

2 UEDA declaration
Covernment and one body ecarry through administration,

3. Opening of the spiritual movement.
Members = 1/10 of the 40,000,000 people equals 4,000,000
Staff « 3,000 people
liork for selfegupporting independent people

To the fullest extent correct the selfishness of the
Government Civil Servants by the reaction of the pubdblic
will,

Labor

Connection with labor movements as substitutes for military service.
Harmony in public service units, particularly labor units,
Advaneenents by education,

The Concordia is not a spy organisation,

A spiritual organization to the last,

Centered about the support of public will and reliance upon
pﬂbliﬁ will, '

if it were responsible for espionage suspicions would appear)

A1l the people would be at odds and concord would not be achieved.

42 Aprdl
Preventative - against typhodd and « + + o

Since last night Lt, Gemeral HARADA, Jhip Troop Commander and Maj. Gen,
KAWABE, Chief of Staff 5A eppeared at Soviet Headquarters,

b e *




3 )

Since yesterday MIRAKAMI « Command 3A, Maj. General NOMURA
ané Maj. General KOBATA also appeared at Soviet Headquarters.

. & ARrdl

Our national cheracter; symbol of naturalistic view of 1ife
Loyalty is the axis of Japanese virtue,.

Greater part of the national virtue - loysalty.
Greater part of family virtue « piesty.

The Imperial Reseript says:
Wie are Lord and Subjecte

Our sympathies are thoge of father and children
Mskes the nation one big family soeial organigation,

42 April
Had ny first bath in ten days since I have been out of prisen.
China « also a world revolutionary national set=up.

Wegtern nations = Nations with rights - individualism -
social organization.

Buddhism is supernaturalism
Hinayane Buddhism « Pespimistic doctrine

¥ahayana Buddhism « Not pessimistic doctrine
Life and deathj that is Nirvana,

&7 April
0900 =« Japanese election news

2. ey

¢ has been ten days since Lt. General SASAKY enteved prison -
seven deys since ¥Maj., General IKETANI entered prison.

a3 Jdune
List of Class A war oriminals gleaned from rumors from Japan

& July
GQeneral officere set out for Camp Lager

oo




Move to summer house (villa) with Kaj, General MATSUMURA
A colonel from the Ministry of the Interior, Major Petrov and

Major Zenisov came to call,

Lt, Col, SEJIMA came to the villa,

L July

Arrange the house X

Eduy

Put in appearance at the NKB Headquarters.
Unofficial word from the Colonel that T would go to Tokyo

with him as a witness

Karafuta head (official?) 0TSV comes; that maekes four of us,

2 July

A.l‘itnﬁﬂﬂttt-i

40 MLy

Haj, Zenison, General officers' P,W. Camp Commander set out for HKB.
Lti G'.n- Dorigm

Major CGeneral WATSUMURA and Officer OTSU put in appearance
at Headquarters,

Col. KOTUFIEDV, Major Investigative Officer, Tullov Interpreter,
Asaistant Camp Commandant Ragel, OTSU, MATIUMURA, SUJTMA and
another officer had dinner together « a friendly talk over

the matter of appearing as witnesses at the International
lllitlry Court,

dl July

Conscience = spend evening reading and writing

The Soviet oscupation of the Baruto (Baltic) three notions and
Karafuto,

Outline of ssigure of banks, heavy industries:

In each specialty first place men, study successively;
don't rush the seisure; make seigure,

e 0
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Taisho and Showa the parties and politicians
received the waves of the current tide of antl

omrdswfwulduhthuto; they do wi
Ithdrmmmnmhraﬂlwynnhtﬂumdthm
But once it comes to materials and money,

opinion are often unavoidable, Also, national
for the safety of the nation

defense expenditures necessary
Received the influence of the Taisho




~d e

Thonilro-l:a;

its backbone, ouhmforlh-y-u-
period displayed

of now fixtures(?) equipnent(?),

hnlltmortho.wtonﬂ
ca, Soviet Russia, and Chine we(?
Y OL a9 S0V1et JACTIW ’ 284 )




All history is a current of blood, How can we live wvainly
spending time orying on its shore?

Menkind will fight forever. Ihat too is the essential
nalure of penking.

ﬂnpﬁdﬂkn-ulldmmdifnnwonunrﬁly
uﬂmﬂﬁdﬂﬁm&qh“ﬂmy-ﬂﬂmﬂﬂ

To respect the individuality of others is the beginning of
virtue,

From the novel *The End of the World™ « (Reader's selection
“‘-Mo)

Sodern military sction is built upon the heights of
uoﬂﬁdglfulmﬂch-chmhuto-rdhutnkMupn
the virtwous solidarity of units in a dissipated war. (From
the works of Mr, Everett Meyer,)

28 July
(Extract from English history)

22 Sy
(Additiona) extracts from English History)

Oy

-Jﬁr ZEN1ISON came,
23 iy

The strong points of Red soldiers, looking at the seldiers

in the P.W, Camp, All the soldiers are stromg in the will to

be representatives of the Soviet Union fatherland, The will .

of the higher officers carries through to small things. Should

they deeide that this persen is important from

exhaust every effort thoroughly, even going down to the house~
Stalin

-’.‘.“mt

e

-
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10 _Augugt ~ Saturday - Rain
Life in Manchuria,

Within the hard 1ife of the agrarian people living close
to the soil exists real 1ife, HNowever, being modernised, they
. 3 L A & Vel

are wrxin UHRE By L . | There
is business in Menshuria, but po real 1ife, Behind this
digmal aspect of the materialistic ins ons, my heart
is desolate.

Generally speaking, vherever the sccial phenomenon called
sodernization passes by, real human life dries up and the
functions become business-like,

Among the Japanese working in Manchwria, bhow many have
really settled domn to live there? It is m% a trail of success.
Only it is & question of humen espirit and wvhether thers was
sineerity or not, Those with the spirit of sincerity are not

without substance,

We nead to reflect. But in the mountains and rivers of
Manchuria, which in a word can be said to be desolate, are
geen the trails of sincerity of many men and in the scenes
and things enriched by preeious bdleck, sweat and tears lles
thelr souls,

Small graves for numercus compatriots, whe, escaping
from the arms of oppression, have died one after the other

during the past several weeks, have been dug.

Governor OTSU, 1t, Col. SESHINMA to NRw

1 _August = Rainy - Cloudy

The Manchuria reflected in the eyes of the Japanese
was a place of "rough work®. . + ¢

Thoholylmdnﬁnthonr--thilpohtofﬂu
led the management of the continent inte dgifficulties,

¥ho's responsiblel

Thirty yeers of living in Manchuris after the battle
of Mukden,

By Rev. CHRISTY
hth-nlumﬁohanbmmundbthom
w l5 -




adjacent to the railroad after the military occupation
the Japanese troops and to the low-class Japeanesel v

Victorious Japan was given the opportunity to enter inte
a lasting and wechanging friendship with the farmers of Nanchuria,
who have thought much of the brotherly love and righteousness of
thhmuolmoalyandhnnlmdthoiwouthdr
compatriots and saviors, and many desired this, However, the
Jmoinmmldidmtpucmth-abﬂityhmhu
of this situation, They came, mot as saviors, but with a
puperiority complex as the victorious and the victors and

handled the Chinese with a feeling of contempt,.

There are mmercus points in the mental attitude of the
Japanese in Manchuris toward construction and in their attitude
of 1ife which should be reconsidered, There is mn urgent need
to clarify spiritually the tower of fleme of continental
construction,

Vith the coming of peace, masser of low-class Japenose
and undesirables came and contimued to trouble the Chinese.

Violence of the troops can be forgiven, because they know

what thelr own Chinese troops are like, but vhy should the
Chiness be unjustly comreed by the loweelass Japanese who

remained after the war,

Diglike toward the Japanese, suspicion toward their

motive and the tendency %o de wnwilling to work together
with thes have been stirred up in the heart of the Chinese
and it has become very diffionlt to stamp this out.

i Auingh = Vondey - Cloudy
Britain's course in China,

The China of 100 years sgo is a history of variocus
eggression and exploitation done by Britain,

~ The Opium War,

From Eric Dnight's "If that is not had®. "Fhe feeling
that the army has betrayed the Japanese in ¥Manchuria,”

— Py T




the close of Greater East dasia War - still, as peace-time
footing, Suddenly, today of last year, we were attacked
by Soviet Russia., The preparations of the first line wnits
were not complete, and they were overrun by the tanks of
Soviet Rusela, After the termimation of war -« the Javanese
.. "t bbby " 4 B TAvY" P ' J ' NP g d b0 i1NS e o L.
-".‘ LA L' '_'_ LD BAS - LAYy AL D h h
e worlcd brought about thia?

At that tine (Scenes at Mukden and Harbin,

(Hsingking = Still reflects a gloomy
( ploture clearly,

Are the €00,000 officers and men of the Kwantung Army in
Siberia all evacuated families?

Since they are being exposed to the extreme c¢old in only
suwmer clothing, I am oconcerned about their welfare since?
Who led us to these mistakes?

The Army, which was responsible for the protestion of
the Japenese residents, must besr the responsibility,

After all, these are all attributable to the successive
authorities oconcerned sinoe the Manchurian Incident,

What we have tried to acquire with the heart's blocd
of mumerous seniors of curs ever sinee the Sino=Japanese
and the Russo=Japanese Wars have all collapsed, The
adninistretors should be held responsible and accountable
tovard the Japanese¢ residents of Manchuria, For a long
period after this defeat, the masses will be faced with

starvation,

L Augugt - Tuesday - Rain
Commander 13th, 12th Clear,

First anniversary since transferred to Muihokow,
Headquarters established,
Opposition between reasoning power and belief,




wmpmmumm.-raﬁ.mm

mﬂmmhm,MQmemhtn
should fight in a menner that England is not defeated, sic.

UMpnnﬂthuoﬁs&tmaﬁu

Mﬁotﬂﬂt“olmbﬂofm-behh.
Arrived at Khavorosk.

Colonel TOFIEOV 5 Non-Coms
Medical Msjor, together with Maj. General MATSUMURA

Lt. Colonel SESHINA
14 August - Wednesday = Clear
0900 = Arrived at Ugorina (Phoentie)

1130 = To Ugorina Kaval Barracks

jpmas - o
- Friday ) Remained because of indication of storm.
i -
| - Sunday )
« londay -)-IuMldtolnnhtmthcrturndbad.

20 _Augugt - Tuesday - Clear
Remained

€00/20 = Left Ugorina Depot
To Viadivostok on train, Two hours,

f a— __'_._-ldr-“- ¥



23 Auguat + Sunday - Reined heavily
&8 August - Wonday - Glear, later rainy, Got rid of beg-bugs in my room.
27 Augugh ~ Tuesday - Rainy

S0th anniversary of my mother's death |
33rd anndversary of my father's deeath . 1-

28_August - Vednesday
400300 Swimming. Very clear. Rained temporarily,
22 _Augugt - Thursday
Arranged baggage. Becoming cold
X _Augugt ~ Friday - Clear

m-l.in.
60C/20 Took a walk

. August - Saturday - Clear

30C/31 Took a beth
800/ Saw news resl of "Five~year Flan®

iSeptepber - Sunday - Clear

There was a propaganda broadeast for the coming three-day
celebration of Soviet Russia's vietory over Japan,

2 Leptember ~ Nonday - Clear
First day of holiday of Soviet Russia's victory over Japan,
2 Septeuber - Tuesdey - Cloudy and reiny




& Septeuber ~ Friday - Clear

Cold autumn weather.

First amiversary of arriving at Khavorosk on the bank of
Rageru (Phonetic) River, Given additional ration of wine and food,

1 Septegber - Saturday ~ Clear

1000 « Hairout
500 = Took a bath

£ Septewber - Sunday = Clear
Tock a sum dath
9 Septesber - Monday - Radn

Anniversary of the presentation of ensigns of the llth and
4th Infantry,

The strengthening of Seviet Russia's counter-effemsive
strength after having lost one=half of her national strength
at the Moscow-Stalingrad line and the gradual decadence of
Japan following the loss of Guadaloanal,

The speed of America's counter-offense was half a yeear
earlier than expected,

Reconsideration of Japan's strategy sgainst this:

1. Shortening of China front and comselidation of Manchuria,
2., Conscentration of fighting strength in the Philippines,

Advanee the appointment of General YAMASHITA in August

1944 to half a year earlier and transfer the fighting strength
from Burma~China to the Philippines.

The operations of 6th Ares Army (T.N, He A) shortensd cuickly
after the occupation of Hemgyeng,

10 _September - Tuesday - Clear

Time is power, Japan sod that her aim is for a
protracted war during the later half period of the Great East
Asis War, but her produstion gradually declined, All

ﬂlilm.ofihl.llof ’
100/10 Took sun bath,

o« 2 -

v P




T P v L N

, il _September « Wednesday
" When the hardships of the HYAXUTAKE and ADACHI Unlits

in Rabaul, New Ouinea, are considered, the discomforts of
internment life are a blessing.

Postponed, To be between the 14th and 17th,
12 September - Thursday - Clear
Loncnchtunﬂn-nt.

The time while sleeping is the best,
613/12 m.'-lk.

13 Septegber « Friday - Cleer

Wind is strong. B
My going to Tokyo is everchanging and can't be decided

14 Septenber - Saturday - Clear
900/14 Took a bath , . windy and rainy in the afternoon.
15 Sepiepber - Sunday ~ Clear

Was privately informed to make preparations to leave
tomorrov,

700/15 Took a walk,

A Seplember ~ Mondsy - Clear

Prepared to leave, Checked in ny baggeages left behind
for safe~keeping.

17 _September - Tuesday - Clear
900/17 Left hotel on bus.

1050/17 Arrived at Ugorina Airfield, Weather fine. Flight
pmmw-mumnﬁmmmw.

100/17 Lef% )
3130 Sado lsland )
. 4100 Over Niigata Stepped on the soil of
sy fatherland, cleared of
th.mo{thlﬂ.ﬂ,fbr
the first time in a Yyear

and nine months,

2t££ Arrived at Haneda Airfield
'




Was overwhelmed with emotions on seeing her drastically
maﬂm.mdlﬂuatwmofpow.

18 September - Wednesday - Rain

Although ration is two "go" and one shaken, there is no
rice, It's flour from America., There has been no ration for
the past two months,

Shortage was most serious in ey and Jane.
Arranged my diary.
700/18 Talked with Colonels ROSENBERG and IVANOV
19 Septezber - Thursday = Cloudy
When a man does not die when he should, that is more shameful

than death, With what face can I, who have been taken prisoner
ag an officer, return to my fatherlandl

For example, the inability to help the Japanese residents
mmm.-&r-m.mdtmmtodatthetmthom -
ended was solely my responsibility as conmander,

-

Since, I have not been able %o find a place to die,

Although I relying upon the good=-will and friendship
of Colonel TOPIKOV of Soviet Russia and his men, 1 have tried

to make amends by discarding every bit of "face® as a soldler,
I still cannot escapé the guilt,

To my famlly:

Resign yourselves to the fact that there was no alternative
but for me to commit suicide,

I want a quiet simple fumeral with only the family present,

\
~




