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INTRRNATICNAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc. No. 2185 . 22 June 1946
ANALYCIS OF DOCU:ENT.RY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATT..CEED DOCULIFNT

Title and Nature: Cfficial oz of TuT at
g. 2% March sitting 1010 - 1245 (pp. 67 - 83
o[%ranscript'?""— .

Date: 28 Harch 1946 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language:

English
Has it been trenslated? Yes ( ) No (x)
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) o (x)
LOCATION OF ORIGIN..L
INT, Nurnberg
SOURCE OF ORIGIN,AL: TIIIT, Nurnberg
PERSONS TiTPLICATED:
CRIIIES TO HICH DOCUIMENT .PPLIC.BLE:
SUI'ILRY OF RELEV.LLNT POINTS
I Discussion of Pact with Russia
analyst: 24 Lt Goldstein Doc. No. 2185




Official transcript of the Ihternational
¥ilitary Tribunal in the matter ofs: The
United States of America, the French Re-
public, The United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Irelend, and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, against
Hermann 7ilhelm Goering, et al, Defendants,
sitting at Nurnberg, Germany on 28 March
1946, 1010-1245, Lord Justice Lawrence
presidinge

DR. HORW: In accordance with the order of the Tribunal, I am now present-
ing documents not yet named and in groups and in the following orders:

Fipst of all, I am turning to the Polish complex of questicns. In my
document book, under Exhibit Ribbentrop No. 200, you will find o document which
I am submittine to the Tribunal for judicial noticc. In that document, Prime
Minister'Chamberlain, in a letter to Hitler dated August 22, 1939, 1s defining
his sattitude regarding the conflict existing between Germany and Poland. In
this comnection, he is cmphasizing as onc of the main causes of the difficultic
the question of minorities. As evidence of the fact thnt this minority played
an imoortant part as carly as +he ore-tion of the Pelish State, I am drawing
your- attention to the document Exhibit Ribbentrop 72, which I am offering tmo
the Tribunal for judicinl notice. Those nre comments from the German delegati«
regarding the pence conditions. :

A further document, Ribbentrop Txhibit No. 74, which I em submitting to
the Tribunal for judicial noticc, underlines once more the point of view of tht

Presidont of the Allied Council, Clemenccau, about which he 1s writing to the

Polish Prime Ministecr Paderewskie

STR DAVID MAXJELL FYFE: My Lord, I want to explain the position of the

Prosecution.

Je have not yet received these documents, and therefore we are in the
position that wu have only becn able to make +entative selection of those %o
which we object. I only want to moke it clcar that we are admitting, without
prot;st, the course taken by Dr. Horn on the basis which your Lordship
announced yesterday, fhat he is putting them in en bloc subject to our right t
object formally'when'ﬁe‘hmve the documentse

Therefore, it is only right that we must preserve our position because I

6667
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have arranged, and all my collengues ag}ee, that there should bc objections to

a number of these documents on our present state of ¥nowledge.

DR. HORN: May I ask your Lordship to listen for one momente

THE PRESIDENT: Do you want to say something? liere you going to add

something to what Sir David had said?

DR. HORN: Mr. President, with regard to the 6bjection just raised by the

Prosecution, may I ask that the Tribunal make a principle decision regarding

just how far the Defense must suffer from difficulties erising from teqhnical

t on the strength of the

sct-baocks, and I think a decision should be made tha

prescnt, our cvidence is not further restrict.

rostrictcd case which we can only

for us to present our material without having to -

ed and it is made possible

writh the Prosecution here before thc Tribunale

arguoe ,principlc points

Moy I request, therefore, thoat the presentation of documents in its

the Tribunal yestcrday, be postponed until the

shrotoncd form, as designec by

document books are available here in courte

i
o
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TI-E PRESIDENT : Tha difficulty scems entinely to arisefrom ‘bhe fact
that ysu.r document books are not. ready. That is whst causes the difficulty,

If the dccument bocks had been ready and had been gubmitted to the Prcsecut.icn,
the Prosecution would be in a positicn to object to them. That is the reason '
why Si;' David is eb,jeet;ing in ‘Ehis ‘-'}rovisi nal form. But if you have

wiaesses s Joe are geiua $o 0aly why de ;rou a0b 83kl #hes whilst yowe
books are being got ready? That aggus o gche Tribunal to be the obviuus

COursee

Call your witnessea and then wa oan have the documents introduced at a

later stage when we can see theme That is the cnly reascnable course and

why ycou do not adopt it I do not know,
DR, HORN: The translation department informed me recently, through

cne of their officers, that he would not be in a positiun, with the present

perscnnel at his disposal, to catech up with translatiens. That is the

cause ef the difficulties but. that is eutside my sphere of influence. I

have submi‘bted the documents in good time for trensletien.

THE PRESIDENT: That was not the po:.nt. I was dealing withe DPerhaps

the translstik.ns did nut come t.hrough correctly.

'h'ihat 1 said was that if you have witnesses whom yeu prepose to call

w‘hy do ysu not call them now?

. -_:"r .
| DR, HORN: I 1ntended to call the witnesses in the course of my
& "Is.g
presentat.ion ef documents and in acoerdance with the questions to whi.ch ‘

witnesses ceuld mske statements.

L ]

TI-IE PRESIDENI‘: No daubt you had but as your documents are not here to

be presented te the Court then you nust. get on and the enly way to ?et. <n

- .

with you.r case is te call your wltnn.,sses.

o

DR. HORN". ‘In that case'may % request a recess 'j‘.;er E‘ive‘rnillmt.es 80 tlsat
I msy have a shert cenversatim with a woman wit.ness- a.nd then I shall s&ll
her-j' - | | h .
'THE PRESIDENT: Certainly, Wait one momente
 Yes, Mr. Doadi e g

* MRe DODD:  If your Honor pleas 6’61 would not begrudge any counsel five
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minutese This woman witness has becn here for a long timee She stood
coutside all day 'yesterday. I think Dr, Horn has talked to her before. He
has had ample opportunity tc confer with her., He knew he was going to call
her; he asked this Cocurt for Iﬁemission to call her, I think we are faced
here with almost a one man filibuster at this time,

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal rules that the witness must be called

at once.

DR. HORN: In that case I wish to have Miss Blank called as a witnesse

MARGARETE BLANK, €alled as a witness, testified as follcwsg
BY THE FRESIDENT s

Q Will you tell me your name?

4 My name is Margarete Blank,

Q Will you repeat this oath z:tfter xinez

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the
pure truth and will withhold and ad” nothing.

(iitness repeated the cath).

THE PRESIDENT: You may sit down if you wish,

DIRECT EXAM INATION
BY DR. HORNg

Q Since when do you know Herr von Ribbentrop?

# I met the then deputy of the government as to disarmament questions
at the beginning of 193} in Berlin,

Q@ When cid you become secret.ry cf the former Foreign Minister von

Ribbentrcp?

4 November 1, 1934, I became a secrctary in his cffice, His personal

- secretary zave notice and a successor did not suit so von Ribbentrop asked
me whether I was willing to cceupy her position, I said, "yes" and became
his personal secretary on February 1, 1935,

Q VWhat was the attitude of v n Ribbentrop towards Hitler?

A As far as I can judze he always expressed the greatest admirati-n

for Adolf Hitler, Tc have the Fuehrer!s confid.nce was the greatest satis-

facticn to him and:that confidence he wished to justify by his attitude and
: 5670
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his workes He devoted himself to that with the greatest passion. To achieve

this aim no trouble was too great for him.
In carrying cut tasks giver to him by the Fuehrer he was extremely

‘rut-hless and withcut regard., Towards his subordinates he always menti-ned
Hitler in the terms of greatest admiration, Recognition given him by the
Fuehrer, as for instance the Golden Party Emblem in recognition of his
merits during a speech before the Reichstag, as well as a letter for his
fiftieth birthday full of recognition and prai'sa, meant t-> him, Ribbentrop, '
the greatest




..

(W

28 Mar = M = GH = 2a= 1

reward for his devotione. .

Q It is true that 'Ribbentrop adhered to Hitler!s views and
subordinated his own when he was of a different opinion himself?

HO Th'at questi‘é'(l indicates that in the case of diffecrences between
Ribbentrop and the Fuehrer, Ribbentrop would subordinate his own dpinion
to that cf the Fuehrer. -

When a decision was made by Hitler no criticism was excrcised as to that
afterwards. Ribbentrop towards his suberdinates presented the views of the
Fuchrer as if they were his own, A wish from the Fuehrer was equivalent to -
military order in all casaeS. -

Q To what views do you attribute that attitude?

A T attribute it first of all to Ribbentrep'!s views according to which.
the Fuchrer was the only person capable of making politicalldecisions,

THE PRESIDENT: Witness, will you observe the lights? Vhen the yellow
lizht coes on it means that you are speaking too faste Vhen the red light
is on it means that you must stop altogethere Will you follow that?

THE WITNESS: Yes indeed.

A (Continued) I attribute that to Ribbentrop's attitude that the
Fuehrer was the only persoi capable of making political decisions,

Secondly, I attribute it to the fact that von Ribbentrcp, as a former
officarand as the son of an officer, and because of the ocath of allégiance
he had taken to the Fuehrer, considered as a soldier he had tc carry out
orders given him, which he could not change or criﬂioizec

Q Do you know anyvthing ebout the fact that Ribhentrop offered
repeatedly to resign?

L Yes, that had happened scveral times. But regarding such
extremely personal matters Ribbentrop dic not talic with bhis éubcrdinates in
detaile I only remember his aprlicatisn to resi n of the year 1941, That
application, like several later ones, was submitted in a perscnal letters
The cause for that resiymatiocn were differences as to ccmpetency Jjurisdictio:
of other ﬁapartments*wha had infringed on the spheres of the Foreign Office
and s¢ Ribbentrop did not believe he could take responsibility for the

Reich's foreign policye 6672
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;
Vhatwas the result of thesc applications?
They were turned down.

During Ribbentrop's activities as Ambassador to Znzland were rou

with him?

i Yos,

Q Is it true that Ribbentrcp for a number of years worked for a pact
between Germanys and Enrcland?

Yese  For that reason, during the summer of 1938, the Fuchrer sent
Ritbentrop to Englan?s The fleet agreement cf 1935 had only been the
becinninge Lator on an air padt was planned and for reasons which I do not
know about was not concluded,

Q@ Do you know anythinz about how Riblentrop cmsidered the British
theory cf balance in Eurcpe?

From numerous statcments of Ribbentrop I know that he was of the
cpinion that England was still adhering; to the traditicnal poliey of balance.
His conception here was apposed to that of the Fuehrer, who was of the

opinicn that due tc the Russian development in the east a factor had arisen

viich necessitated a revision of the old policy of balance, in other words,

that there was an alien intercst to a growing CGermany. Ribbentropn's
views nmeant in conncetion with the Polish crisis that he expected the British

cuarantee to Toland to become effective,

—

e S S Y TR T PP 1 T R T S T T T T RSt 1. o AN

_—

—



R o

38 lorch-}i-3-1-HLB

G What political aiis did Ribbentrop toke to achicve the Throc—Power

A Thet was to be
Q Do you know enything about whether Ribbontrop wos anxdious to keep

america out of the war?

4 . TYes, that anxicty was the basis of the Thrce~Power Poct,
Q iand now ancther problem. Vhat was Ridbentropls ottitude towards the

church and chruch mattcrs?

I a8 for as I can judge, his attitude in churca matters was very
tolerant. .is for ag I lnow, os early as 1920 or so, he left the cinrch, but
in that respect he cxerciscd no pressurc of influcnce on his porsonncl ors
rether, he wasn't intorested in such mrtiers, His tolcrancé vient so for that
his two eldest children in 1935 werc given the opportunity by their ovm
request ta reenter the chruch, In the personal question of relirion his
tolerance wos equivelent to his church policy. In that counection I remenber
a principle ncte sent to the Fuchrer in valch ven ldbbertros wos wrking
for a toleront church policy. In the vinter, 1944, he rcceived Bishop Heckcl
to discuss church mattcrs with nim, On the occasion of a journcy to Rome in
1942 or '43, he paid a long visit to the Pone,

Q Was itibbentrop a quict man, that kenrt his thoughts to himsclf,
or was the opposite true?

A although I have bLeen his secrctary for ton years, 1 have nevar
experienced that he really let himself goe. His vioork, which vas oftcn cCone
in writing, obsorbed him to such an extent intellectuelly that he had nerdly
any time for private matiers, I couldn't nome anybody, outside his

immediate family, for instonce, who was in really close hunan touch with

von Ribbentrop, But that does not cxclude, of course, that he was intcerested
in the well Leing of his subordinotes in the warmest possible wey and thet,
perticularly in times of emerg.uney, he vas Very vary gencrous towerds them,

Q Is it true that you have often felt that therc icre certain
diffcrences between Rilbentrop and Hitler? |

A Yes, According to his attitude, which I have mentioned, he hordly
discussed such differences witch us, his subordinates, but I do remembor

clearly that there were times when such diffarences certeinly did exist.

667k
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Waring such times the Fuehrer cften

zcfused for a period of wecks to receive

von Ribbeh'bI’OP B

Ribbentrop suffered very badly psychologically uncer such a

state of affeairs,

Q \Vas Ribbentrop. as far as the echievement of his forelgn political

aims was concerned, very independent or was he depending on Hitler!s crders

and dircotives?

& Von Ribbentrop often used the phrase himsclf that he was the only

man r gsponsible for the carrying out of thc Fuchrer!s forcign policy, and

with that he has alrcady cxpressed that he, in setting up his political aims,

was not independent. Bu"b, over and abeve that, in the carrying out of the

tasks and diroctives given him by the Fuehrory he was ticd domn to the

instructions from Hitler to a considerable oxtente For instance; regarding

the reports submitted by the liason officer of the PFer'eipn Office to the

Fuchrer, there were often requests for decisions from thoe Fuehrers In

cennection vdth thesce reports sent to the Tuehrer through the liason officer

of the Foreicn Offiec, JAmbassador Hewel, they contained requests feor further

decisions regarding certain questions or they contained a draft for telegrams

to the variocus missions sbroad for the Fuehrer’s approval ¢

Q Did Ribbentrep suffer from having to bear the respensibility for

foreign pollcy, which he cculd not yet cecide, however?

4 In my prescnee he has never talked about that, but that was ny

feeling,

Q That was Hitler's attitude towards the Gernan Foreign Office?

A  The Fuehrer considercd it an old fashioncd machine of civil

servants, untouched by national soci-lisme JAs I gatheresd fron men of his

immediate surro“ndings, he was oftcn makins fun of the Fercien Office. ﬁe

consicdered it a central of cefeatism,

Q  In vhat way did 'Rib‘bentrc-p fry to bring the Foreicn Office closor
to Hitler?

A Vhen taking over the Foreign Officc in Fobruary, 1938, Ribbentrop

intended to carry out a generous reor-anization of German diplématic servicesy

Hc alse intended to make basic changes in the training of young diplcnats,

Thesc attempts remained in the initial stages becausc of the war, During
the course of the war they wcre 6675
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started again, when the question of finding new personnel for the Forcign (-
Offices became acute, Certain positions abroad had to be filled by untrained
diplomats, people who wereo SS loaders, and that was due to Ribbentrop's anxiety
| | to meet the Fuchrer's animosity towards the Foreirn 0ffice.
. Qe that were his views and intentions towards Russia? ‘that wore Ribbene
trop's views and intontions regarding Zussia?
b Ae The intentions recgarding Russia found their expression in the pe-t of
friendship in Aupust 1939, and the commerciel agrecment in 1939,

2 Do you know that more than a non-aggrcssion pact ond o gommerecial pact
; was concluded in Moscow? ‘ ;
" A, Ycs, therc was an additional seoret aprecment.

I GENERAL RUDENKO: The secretary of the former Minister Ribbentrop can give

|

. —— i —
-
.

{ testimony concerning the personality of the defendant Ribbentrop, his method,

his way of life, and his character, and others, but thc witncss is not com-

]
e —— s —— e . —
. . ""a -

A petent to give any testimony on the question of trcaties of the Foreign Office

and othcers, &n&, therefore, I consider that thne qucstidn asked of the witness it ||
i - absolutely irrelevant and I objcot tc it. ‘.

THE PRESIDENT: Dr, Horn, that is the same mattcr that wes raiscd, is it

» not, upon thc affidavit of Dr. Gruss? I meen, you said that you werc going to
produgc an-affidavitlof Dr. Glauss wh'~h.dealt with a secrot agrccment betwecn--
I bog your pardon. I ought to have saic that Dr, Seidl was goinr to produce an E
A affidavit of Dr. G?uss with refcerence to this alleged agrecment. That is right,

is it not?

DR, HORN: I assume §0, y2S,

J ; TEE PHISIJENT: The Soviet's frosecutor objected to that agrecment being
- true until the affidavit.should be admitted, until it had been seén. well, now,
is the agreement in writing? Is the alleged agreement between the Soviet
Government and Germany in writing?

DR, HORN: Yes. That has bcen put down in writing, but I do not have a
.copy of that azreement, and I should therefore like to ask the Tribunal if the
decision is denending upon the affidavit of Ambassador Gauss? If I, on my oart,

cen call upon Miss Blank, who has secn the original, I can obtain an affidavit,

6676
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if thot is necessary, covering the same point,. Vlould Your Lordship be agreeable

to that?
THE PHESIDENT:: Dr,;Seidl, do you have a copy of the agreement itsclf?

'DR. SEIDL: Ir. Prcsident, regarding that agreement, only two copies are
available, dated 22 August 1939. The other copy was taken to Berlin by von
Ribbentropes After an announcement made in the press, all the archives on the
Foreign Office were confiscated by the Soviet Union troops. I, therefore, herce

with apply that the Sovict Government or the Soviet delegation is to be ordered

to submit to the Tribunal the original of that agrecment.

TEE PRESIDENT: You arc not answering the question, Dr. Seidly I did not
ask you for an argument. I asked you whether you have a copy of that agreement
available,

DR. SEIDL: I, mysclf, do not own n copy of that agrecment. The affidavit
from,Arbassador Gauss mercly states the contents of that secret agrecment, and
he is in a position to do so since he had made thc draft for that secrct
agrecment. The sccret pact was so signed by Forecign Commissar Molotov and

Ribbentrop as it had been drafted by Ambassador Gnuss. That is all I have to

say to that, Mr. Presidents
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* THE rRESINENT: Yes, General Rudenko?

v, GENERAL RUDENKO: Mr. fresident, I want tc say the following:

With regard to what was mentioned here by the Attorney, Seidl,
about the agreement allegedly seized by the Soviet troops, in other words,
thz agreement which was concludegl in Moscow in March, 1939, I can call the

attention -f the Nefense Counsel to the articles in the press, which apjc ared

in the newsparers throughcut the world, as to the non-aggressicn ﬁact cone-
cluded in August, 1939, That is a well-known facte

So far as of,her agreements are concerned, the Scviet [rosecution
considers that the soplication cf Dr. Seidl tc incorporate inte the rec-rd
an affidavit by Friedrich Gauss should be denied. Gauss's testinmony as
to this agreement, anl the history of the cconelusions of this pact, is
irrelevani to thematters. Iresentation of such testimony cr afficavit coes
nct shed a true light on the events, really as a matter of provoecaticn,
This is Uorne cut by the fact that Ribbentrop himself repudiated the affi-
davit, hile Defense Counsel for Hess wanted to include it,

Altrough thers is nothing mentioned about any fact relevant to
theratter, due to tois mns.ideraticn cn my part and the basic facts, I re-
quest the Tri-unal to deny the apiplication tc admit the affidavit, and
alsc to dery the quzstion asked of this witness Dy Wr. Hern, as not
re levant tc the matter,

TIE JRESITENT: Yes, Dro Scidl? Do you want to cay scmething?

DR. SEI"L: M2y I perhaps add very briefly with rezard to the statement
of the Scriet P:*ase'cutcur, that the translation of it was only received
fragmentarily. I couldn't quite make up my mind whether General Rudenko
wanted to <eny altogcther 4hat such an agreement was concluded or whether
ne wanted to state merely that the contents of that secret pact are not
relevant, I the fecrmer is the case, then I repecat my ap;lic-tion that the
Soviet Foreign Cormisgar, Molotov, should be called before this Tribunals
but if the second is ap liecable s then may I reqmest an opportunity immeg-
iately == r°w -- to submit to the Tribunal evidence regarding the relevance

of that secret pact?

THL FRESIDENT: At the moment we are considering an objection to the

evidence of this witness on the stand, so we won't trouble with thet.

The Tribunal will adjourn for a few moments. . (A recess was taken).
6678




THE PRESIDENT: The¢ Tribunal desires to point out to Counscl for the |
Defense that thore was no mention of this alleged treaty in its application for

cvidence to be given by the witness now in the witness box, but as the matter

has now becn raised the Tribunal rules that the witness may be questioned unon |

the matter,

BY DR. HORN: .

Qs You werc speaking about the socret treaty. How did you rcceive lmow-

A e

ledge of the conclusion cf this pact?

THE PRISIDENT: I am told that what I said was wrongly translated into the
Russian lenguage, ot any ratce I don't kaow whether it was rightly translated
into the German language; but what I :2id was thnt the witncss may bc questioned

not that the witness may not be questioned. Is *ant olear to you?

DR. EORN: Thenk you. I unierstood the question corrcetly, but I wish to

o e g T -lr-r-"'h"l-.. et
]

thank you again,
BY DR, HORMN:

Qe In connection with your previous statement about the sceret treaty, I
would like to kmow how you received knowledge of thec conolusion of -this pact?

Ae Because of illness, I could “ot accompany von Ribbentrop on his trips

to Russiae I wns also not present when the prcliminary preparations for this
pact werc made. I was not thoree. I rcceived knowledpge of the ccnclusion of

this through a specinl scaled cover which vas kept separately and sceretly and

had the insoription "German-Russinn Secrot Aprecment,”

Ge Then you were responsiblc for the keeping secret of this sceret pact?

g = -l Ty W p— ¥ T
e _— v b =
» -

Ao YOS.

Qe I would like to turn to anot.cr ocomplex of questions now, Was von

Ribbentrep concerned to keep the pact with Russio under'any and all circumstancc

Ae As o signatory of the Gorman-Russion pact von Ribbentrop wos, of course
vitally interested in kccping the agreemcntes He knew of the terrific danger
which a German-Russian war would mean for Germeny. In this sense he instructed

and warned the Fuchrer. As far as I reeall, Ambassador Hilzer from Moscow was

’ called to Berchtesgaden to report; and for the same purpose, in the spring of

1941, Ambassador von Schulenberg wns oalled.in again to report and to again
6679
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e
give the warning of von Ribbentrop to the Fuchrer and to cmphasize then/

Q. Do you know whother van Ribbratrop kmew of Hitler's intention prior to

the annexation of Austria to the Reic!:?

A, As far as the German invasion intc Austria is concerned, von Ribbentror,

was at London and heard with surprise that the invasion was taking vplacc. He

himself had in mind an entirely diffcrent solutinn for Austric. ihat he con-

templated wnas an economic union with sustrice

"™

Ge Do you !maw whether von Ribbentrop repcatedly made efforts to end the

war in a diplomatic way?

Ae Yes. One o tne steps he un ertook was the sending of Professor Berboer

to Switzerland in the winter of 1943-44, Later on the steps were intcnsified

by the sending of Herr con Sch mieden to Bern and Dr. Hesse to Stockholm. Since

there was no official nuthorization by the Fuehrer for these negotiations, they

could only be conccrned with submitting of negotintions with which perhaps Ger-

many mizht converse with thc Allies and nezotiate., Equal instructions were

reccived by Ambassador von EBiebrach ot Madrid, Consnl "oellhausen at Lisbon,

and the Ambassador at the Vatican, ven “citwecker. They were chorged with
similar missions. 4 former member of the nffice of Ribbentrop who was living e*
Madrid was instructed to attempt te get in touch with the British Government

also along similar lincse.
On the 2Cth of Apnril von Ribbentrop dictatced n notice to the Fuchrer that

which he now wished to initiate negotinti-use. The decision upon this request ]

did not sce throurh, because I lcft Berlin.
Qe Did you know what Hitler's basic attitude wns toward this question?
Ae I know only from what I heard from men who were in his vicinity that

the Fuchrer did not put much stock in this. He wc1ld have sanctisned

negotictions only if military successes had been present. If and when these
military successcs were present, he wns against diplomntic initiative anyway,

As flar as the mission of Dr, Hessc is c¢oncerned, when it failed he said that

£, | from the beginning he had not expectod much of this mission anywaye
s ' Qe Just one more questicn: Is it correct that von Ribbentrop only shortl

before the invasion of Norway and Denmark was notified of these actions?
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Ae. TYes; just a few days prior to the actual fact.

Qe Is it correct to say thot von Ribbentrop was of the opinion that
Englond would march for Poland -- on behalf of Poland?

Ae Yes. With his view that England would stay with the balance of power
; politics, he was of the opinion that England would support her guarantece to
I Poland,

DR. HORN: I have no further questions to this witnecsse

) THE PRESIDENT: Do any of the Defendants' Counsel wish to ask any
f questions of this witness? Do the Prosecution?

SIR DAVID MAXWELL FYFE: My Lord, the Prosecution has very carefully

considered this matter. Thoy hope that the Tribunal will not hold it against

them that they accept cverything that this witness snys, but thev fecl that

all the mattcrs conld be more conveniently put to the Defendant himself, and

— e —— -

therefore they do not intend to cross examine,

TIIE PRESIDENT: Thc witness may retire.
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DR. SEIDL: (Counsel for Hess) Ir, President, the Tribunal, as far as

the question of the secret pact is concerned, has pernmitted this question to

be put to the witness, The witness knew only of the existence of this pact

but not about its contents,

May I ask to be informed whether in the admissibility of this question
to the witness, it is also the rule of the Tribunal, as far as the admissi-

bility of Ambassador Gauss'affidavit is concerned, whéther I might now have

the opportunity to read an excerpt from this affidavit at this time,

¢

THE PRESIDENT: Has the affidavit becn subnitted to the Prosecution? 1

BR. SEIDL: Iast Monday —- that is, threc days ago —— I subnitted six

copies of the affidavit to the Translating Division, that is, to Lt Shrader
of the iﬁformation center of the Prosccution, I assume that in the meantime,
since three days have clapsed, the Prosecution have received their copics.
SIR DAVID MAXVELL-FYFE: My Lord, the Prosecution have not received
the copics. I haven't seen the affidavit yet, Neither has ny fricend kEr Dodd

nor have my other collearues, General Rudenko, or lir. Champeticer ce Ribes,

THE PRESIDENT: Then I think we had better wait until the Jdocument

is in the hands of the Prosecution, Then it can be considered, ;

Calamae o o Lot g Adh iy o LBl e e L 1

DR. SEIDL: lir, Presicent, I believe that I did everything that it

Tt o W T

was possitle for me to do in order to facilitate the Prosccution receiving

-

the affidavit. I have no influence over official channels within the General

Secrctariat, o

THE PRESIDENT: Nobody has said that you have. done anything wrong about :
{4, Dry Soidl, | | ‘
Yes, Dr, Horn.
DR. HORN: As my'next viitness I should like to call Ambassador Paul

Schmidt,

PAUL OTTO SCHLIDT, a witness, took the stand and testificd as follows:

BY THE PRESIDENT:

Q Will you tell me your name?

A Schmidt is ny name,

Q°  Your full nane, 6680
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A Dr, Paul Otto Schmidt,

Q Will you repeat this oath after me:

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure
truth and will withhold and add notning,
(The witness rcpeat the oath.)

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY DR. HORN:

Q Witness, you participated in somec of the decisive conferences be-

fore the outbreak of the war between Sir Nevile Henderson, the British re-

presentative, and members of the Reich Govermment. Is it correct to say that

you were present at the confcrences of the 30th of Auzust 19392

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjourn until 1:45,

(A recess was taken until 1345 hours.)




