PNAV-16-V-3S37

mACA: AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (feciasify whe

| I

filled out)

. GENERAL
SECRET

(a) Unit Reporting __ VF=45 (b) Based on or at US_S SAN JACINTO (¢) Report No.__ 41

(d) Take off: Date _}] March, 1945 Time (LZT)_0730 (X) (Zone); Lat.. 25_4LN Long. 128~ ég__m
(e) Mission Strike Tokuno Island Airfield, Amami Gunto
Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

(f) Time of Return 10554100 (Zone)

NUMBER - ' B | .
E SQUAD = TR TP BOMBS AND TORPEDOES |
R e B T T CARRIED (PER. PLANE) aa et
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
FeF=5| VF=45| 8 | None | 8 | None R =
1il. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. e
TYPE_ SQUADRON NUMBER . B_ASE - -_l‘r’FlE_ | SQUADRO_I\:}_ NE{\TA_SE_R o =gt #H___E}f\SE ) e
Img vm.é,; | USS SAN JACINTO F6F-5 | VF=9 | 16 |USS IFEXINGTON
IBM-3| VI-9" | 12 | USS LEXINRGTON ¢, 0 oo
SB2C | VB-9 |12 | USS LEXINGTON N . | R R
IV ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED | By Own A|rcraft Listed in 1l Only)
- NEMT AIRLRAFT UDbJ UR -D (Bby Uwn A 2d 0 il ST ——
B | e o il | ey | oeawlimare | overlie
No 085'5-091'5r * Dark greenish
~ Tojo | 1  |airbornme (K) o Tokuno | __Hone obgerved @ brown
‘ enemy | ' Light, almost
Oscar | 2 aircraft| " o |Tokuno | None ohserved - s:.l*szer color
| | All with standard
 SBEe 1 | 0" | " e Tokumo | None observed  Iroundels

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)
Did Any Parf of

S S

(i) Encountﬂr  Occur in Clouds?__ & | so, Describe Clouds X e it e
(YES OR NQ) (BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF <0
Time of Day and Brilliance X N
L. B8 SR 0 S ettt S (k) Visibility S
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON: DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

(a) | (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: | (c) | (d)
T e | | - - | DAMAGE
[YPE I | . WHERE HIT, ANGLI

ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C CQJADRON PILOT OR GUNNER | GUNS USED MERE, Ikl FANGEE | CLAIMED

~ None
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OPNAV-16-V-#537

Fagm ACA-] AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify when

§_.heet 20f5 filled out)

i) SESHEL . . VF =45 RepoRT No. 4L

VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

(c) (d) (e)
TYPE C(};:N A/C SQU’LIE:RON TYPECaEIJNSE O;YSE’EER?‘:\%AC\)(NQL CCAUSE yeltl ESE:S tr*jg;TtdﬁthGLeEqu(mt;‘zgnim;?{ ) (Give [gélgﬂdéer%ﬁ nLL?‘r?gerOoFi gﬁﬂf‘ dGeEtroyedJ
l | = i s bis = = R
2 a B i I S B
3 ) - S S o . ) -
4 - I AR S . P
p) . i S e R R T TR T (PN, L pa i - T
6 B - I R ) B AL R TR Y
7 o - TR s - _ N W—— L - N e
8 " - B | S I Le™ " - % P
9 - - - . I ) - . i B
10 B o L e e aem el N . R A g B
1 . S I ] B e _ R SR SRR 3 S
12 - . ) s B o mm R o i - e -
13 P - e —— S _ = - .
14 . s B T =N o

VIil. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).

- N g e
(a) (b) {c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME RANK OR RATlNG CAUSE CONDETION OR STATUS
’ - . e I = P g 8 ey I . _ N TR DR . ey 8
. et N T — TR ST O e, NU RGO TR WL - . B e ) IEERES AN SRS SAER e Sy .

VIII. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

e

(a) (b) (c) (d) ) (f) (g) TOTAL ANML'\H "ION Lx SENDI |  (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV HOURS AV FUEL B TR R s e e r“' 1 NO OF PLANES
.1 A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 B wwx MM RETURNING

| i S SRS NEENe I L . U [ . |

F6F-5 | 100 | 100 3s5 | 400 25 | 1000 rdss j‘

) I : i S - ______ave, Yer p_lane___.__. . N
IX. ENEMY ANTI- AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

' S CALIBER Wy NONE '__'AREAGER e _MuDrRA N lNTEN E E

HEAVY — Tnme_fygggsgﬂs 75mm and over ST . T T S-S BN ) e

MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm T TR A T S - . -

LIGHT — Machine gun buliets, 6.5mm-13.2mm e = T ) xﬁ_ - BT T -

X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
<+ arious alfitudes No encounter, enemy airborne aircraft,

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

1 ALLSEY — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., FATENTED




RESTRICTED

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT TR e

OPNAV-16-V-#537

=« Form ACA-]
Sheet 3 of 5
ot | . (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) . |
. SECRET VF-45 REPORT No 4l
XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only). (X)
(a) Target(s) and Location(s)__Tokuno Jima “(b) Time Over Target(s)_0850=0900 (Zone)
(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)
(¢) Clouds Over Target 2000, Alto-cumulus, 2] 10ths o o -
(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
(d) Visibility of Target_ Clear - __(e) Visibility_ 10
(CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) (MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type ) ,_ X = _ Bomb Sigh* Used X
(LEVEL, GL,DE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
| D4 . p 4 _ X
Bombs Dropped per Run IR - i o SO & Altitude of Bomb Release
(NUMBER) (FEET) ¢FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed_ X Probably Destroyed___ A Damaged X
' V| T L LY, L s SOMBS AND  AMMUNITION NO HITsOn | DAMAGE (None, siight,
- AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)
|
. i i B} N
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e . — - I S ———
Came— R S — P i .

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view

of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above Use additional sheets if necessary).

Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.

(p) Were Photographs Taken? Yes

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED

or both, as appropriate, showing type and location







OPNAV-16-V-#S37
Form ACA-1
,&heet 4 of 5

SECRET

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

REPORT No _ 4L

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

VF-45

X1l. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

—————e — e —————

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY
OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Anagles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

- = Y T -~ ~
AQ{JTL;E}_ h | ACTICS
WEPRE JF o RO .
Use of Cover, De eption

Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
( Ittens)v lact

i
- :
) . 2 =1 i \ -
[_ :',_ F i SIVE A | 'Er \ ‘4." Irj
i J

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

L ocating |arget

Approach to Target
f\E*I;k:jf' , fif'iifﬂ
;[\: pDroacn
[_, I\'.r' 'L_J
i

L'.:I g
Dive Angle
Straring
Retirement
P,:ffgqc'yrﬁ'le"T|
Use of Jamming
DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships

P

Concealment

N | B
% | =l al F
.\.;:’_4-‘.' A0 0N Red

Use of Jan ming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

D] | l' L b

EValaalall sl \ v S e

CUMIDIT ] s LR B )
S T fam -

e )
| s A 4
Brieting

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recogn:tion Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

Eight F6F-5ts of VF-45 were launched at 0730 (K) 1 March, 1945,
to f1ly escort for a combined bomber, torpedo plane and fighter strike
at Tokuno Airfield, Tokuno Jima, Amami Gunto, Nansei Shoto, The first
division led by Lt, C,R, Knokey, was comrosed of Ensign Coffin, Ensign
Bunker and Ensign Wilcox, The second division, led by Lt, J.,E. Perry,
consisted,for the remaindery,of Ensign Krier, Ensign Kelley and Ensign

Willis, the latter of whom flew an FoF=5 equipred with a K-17 camera
for damage assessment,

As the planes arrived at the target airfield on Tokuno Jima at
0855(K) the bombers and torvedo planes pushed over in their dives on
the field, followed by the escorting fighters, Lt, Knokey's division
pushed over from approximately 8000 feet, from Fast to VWest, in a 40
degree glide, The remaining division led by Lt, Perry remained with

the phntographic plane which eéontinuously snapped pictures during
the attack,

It, Knokey's four fighters made in all three runs, all initiated
from the same direction and riddled four single engine fighters west

of the airfield although the ©lanes would not burn, (Photo) These
rlanes were: a Tojo located on the western edge of the runway, and
two (2) Oscars and an unidentified single engine fighter in revetments

west of the strip. [l agre light anti-aircraft fire was noted from a
position a few hundred feet due south of the field,

After the attack the strike leader from the USS LEXINGTON took
*he LEXINGTON fighters, dive bombers and Lt, Perryl!s rhoto division
to Amaml O Shima for an attack upon shipping and installations there,
Lieutenant Knokey's four »lanes covered all the torpedo rlanes which
were ordered to orbit between Tokuno Jima and Amami O Shima, After

the attack on Amami, all the planes rejoined and returned to Base
without further incident,
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RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

e ACALY. T AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

p Sheet 5 of 5

y | SECREL . . VF-45 REPORT No 43—

XI111. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance Of suitability, following check list at left.

I - ssary).
ARMAMENT | Use addmoniﬂ <heets if necessary
Guns, Gunsignts
Turrets
Ammunition A1l material and equipment functioned satisfactorily

Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION |
IFF
Signals
Battle Lignts
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles

of Fire Needing Further
Protection

L eak Proofing |
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT |

Parachutes

ife Belts, Life Rafts |

Safr:*h-' Bf—}! S
r< E:ﬂ r‘r ‘“ F f\ # |

NAVlGATIONAL EQUlPMENT

Compas |
Dllhr %
C..*ar‘r‘.“a \
Automatic Pilots !l
C'“-ar‘:%. |
Field Lignting '~
INSTRUMENTS |
F:]} t \
wer pPlant '1
OXYGEN SYSTEM |
CAMOUFLAGE AND |
DECEPTION DEVICES l
STRUCTURE |
Airframe ':I
(_‘ G {4 c '
Contro tem \,
Dive Fl |
Landing 3 ll
1 l-*.'.'al NG em |
. Flight C ||
! (A." \ f,-’f 3 'O !Lll
POWER PLANT \
. 1 “." 5. em k
HYDRAULIC SYSTEM |
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM |
FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE '1
BASE FAClLlTlES |
Plan ‘_‘-_:‘*r. [l--_-;lili-’r-.rf'.'_.".‘.
IIr“}l: rsonne '| F-’: m
REPORT PREPARED BY- APPROVED BY:

S, W. PLAUCHE, Jr., 14(jz), USSR G E. SCHECTER, Comdre, USN 3=1ed5
SIGNATURE EI Officer RANK AND DUTY StuNATURcomanding Officor
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