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...there is one incidont which of course I shall never forget
and that is with referenco to the introduction of blank verse
into our language. Of this, no doubt, you ave aware, but you
wish me to give some details : well, here they aro.

It was a fine evening when wo wero sitting in the lower
hall of the Belgachia Villa where the stage had heen sot up for
the performance of tho *“Ratnaralr.”  Both the hrothers, Rajahs
Protap Chunder Singh and Issur Chunder Singh were thore,
and so was our favourite poet. It wag a rchoenrsal night, and
the amateurs wero commg in one by ono; the conversation
gradually turned upon the subject of Drama in general and of
Bengali Drama in partienlar. Michael said that “no real
improvemont in the Bengali Drama could be expected until
blank verse was introduced into it.” T replied that “it did not
seem to me possiblo 1o introduce this kind of verse into our
language, for T held that the very nature and construction of
the Bengali langnage, was ill adapted for the stately moasure
and sonorous cadeneo of hlank verse.”

“I do not agree with you,” said he, “‘and I think it is well
worth making an attempt.” “You remomber,” T added, “how
once tho late Issar Chunder Gupta made a caricature of blank
verse in Bengali, heginning with the lines

“afas) €aa1 291 M# @F 17, Tw1 37 79 415 ¢l w0 A3

“Oh I” said he, “it is no reason hocause old Issur Gupta could
not manage to write blank verse that nohody else will be able
to do it.” “‘But,” I said, "“if T am correctly informed the
French, which is no doubt a moro copious and elaborate
language than our own, has not in it any poom in blank verse.
No wonrler then that the Bengali should he found unsuited to
this kind of vorsification.” “‘You forget, my dear follow,” he
replied, “‘that the Bengali is born of the Sanskrit than which &



ferarener +t35 ¢ ghial le/o

more copious and elaborate language does not exist.” ‘‘True,”
said I, “but as yet the Bengali soems to bo a weakling though
born of & healthy and robust mother.” *““Write me down an
ass,” said he laughingly, “if I am not able to convinco you of
your error within a short time.” Then looking sharply at me
he added ‘“‘and what if I suceeed in proving to you that the
Bengali is quite capable of the blank verse form of poetry.”

“Why then,” I replied, I shall willingly stand all the
expenses of printing and publishing any poem which you may
write in blank verse.” ' * " “*Done,” said he clapping his hands,
“you shall get a few stanzas from mo within two or three days”
and as & matter of fact within three or lour days the first canto
of the [4t7i1@WA%1 4117 was sent to me. I was so agreeably
surprised, and at the samo time so charmed with the artistic
mannor in which the verses wore written, not to speak of the
sentiments and thoe rich imageries of the poetry, that I at once
took tho MS. to my friends the Rajas of Paikpara. It was then
read by several of our friends who had some repuiation for
literary taste and I was glad to find that they all agreed with me
in my opinion of the composition. Very large indents were no
doubt made upon the Sanskrit voeabulary but for all that our
poet's attempt could not but bo pronounced a complete success.
A fow days after I again mot Michael in the Belgachia Hall.
Ho camo up smiling to mo and shaking me heartily hy the hand,
as was his wont, he asked me “IHow I liked his specimen
vorses ' ‘‘Like them ?” said I, “why they are simply char-
ming ; you have won the het and 1 frankly acknowledge my
defeat.” At this he laughed and said “‘I am so glad I have been
able to convince you of the capacity of our “‘weakling” as you
thought onur Boengali language to he.”” My late lamented friond
Rajah Issur Chunder then said “woll, now our friend, Michael,
must complete his little poem as soon as possible.” “‘Certainly,”
said Michael, “‘and I hope to do 8o in about a fortnight.” The
poomn was indeed completed within a very short time, and was
printed and published at the Stanhope Press, the best Bengaleo
Pross then in existence. By way of a compliment the little
volume was dedicated to my humble self and the origin_a.l
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Manuscript was also handed over to me. This as you know is
carofully preserved in my library. A short time after Michael
with his usumal exuberance of spirit proposed that we must have
a photograph of tho presentation of the MS. by the poet to my
humble self. At first I was not much inclined to meet his
wishos, but he would not listen to my excuses. So we both
went by appointment to the studio of Messrs. Rinecke and Co.
tho best photographic establishment then in Calcutta and there a
photograph was taken, but neither I nor Michael liked tho pose
or the general oxecution of the picturs, and it was arranged
that we should ecall another day and take a second chance,
With one thing or ancther this did not come to pass for some
time, and tho idea went out of the poet’s head.
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I am going to print a plain edition of Tilottama. I wish
Lo try and improvo the toxt, Tho versifiecation in many places

is rather dofective. A demand for that work is also increasing

daily.  You must wait for an edition with noles. Let the text
be settled first. ‘®1d-v{19", 5. 8r2-v9 |

[ fecmeats qaby Au1aq Aewaq Afea sfasly | a7 7y A4
BEIT Alfp | st % vime B asia 4lereg | @F a3 sifER
Afs i3 atfeees | NA-A9AT 44D A44084 43219 GG | 2
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...Wo aro reprinting Tilottama and to tell you tho eandid
truth I find the vorsifieation very kancha in many many places.

I shall make quite a differont thing of the Nymph. Don’t fear
1 shall spoil her,—'&14:-6{4', . 85 |
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«..Tilottama has been beautifully reprinted, and I hope
considerably improved in a literary point of view. I can only
undertako to say that the versification is decidedly hetter, you
will have & copy soon.—‘F14q-b{1?’, %. ¢3¢ |
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51 38 @feld yrve Stfary gy ARt IFTF—

Tilot{ama will he published, soon, in the share of a volume.
Perhaps you don't know that it is in Four Books, Jotindro
Mohan 'Tagore, al whose expense the work is being printed ( for
I am as poor as a good poot ought to he ! ), seems to think that
tho last Book is the best. You will soon, however, have an
opportunity of judging for yoursell. Tho hook will come out
soon, hul the question is how many will read it. Tt is a pity
you are not in Caleutta. [l vou were, | snould have teased you
{o give lectures on the vrerk. That would no doubt have gained
it somo readers. T am alraid you think iy style hard, but,
Lelieve mo, T nover study to bo grandiloquent liko tho majority
of tha “barren rascals” that write books in these days of literary
excitement,  Thoe words come unsought, Hoating in the stream
of (I suppose [ must call it) Inspiration! (ood Blank
Verse <hould be sonorons and the hest writer of Dlank Verse in
Finglish is the fouyhest ol poets—T mean old John Milton ! And
Virgil and Iomer are anything hut easy, But let that pass. You
no doubt exeuse many things in a fellow’s First poem. T began
the poom in a joke, and 1 svo I have actually done somothing that
ought to give our national Poclry a good lift, at any rate, that
will {each the fnture poels of Bengal to write in a strain very
difforent from that of the man of Krishnagar—the father of a
very viloschool of poetry, though himsell a man of elegant genius.

...I do not know what Kuropean told you that I had a groat
contompt for Bongali, but that was a fact. But now—I even
go tho length of helieving that onr Blank Verse “thrashes the
Englishers” as an Amorican would say | But joking apart, is
not Blank Verse in our languago quite as grand as in any other ?

—5), 9e-3¢ |
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Tilottama is printed, though the Printer has not yet sent
it out. You shall have & copy as soon as possible. As I believe.
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you are one of the writers of the Tattwahodhini Patrika, will
you review the Poem in the columns of that Journal ? That
would be giving it a jolly lift indeed. 1f you should review the
work, pray, don't spare me hecauso I am your friend. Pitch it
into me as much as you think I deserve. 1 am about the most
docilo dog that ever wagged a literary tail |

I feel highly flattered by the approbation of your wife. She
is tho first lady reader of Tiloitama und her good opinion makes
me not a litile proud of my performance. T did not read that
part of your letter to Rangalal, who is often with me, for we
were boys together at Kidderpur and he used to call my mother
(God rest her soul !) mother. e is a touchy fellow, but, 1 have
no douht, is ready to allow that, as a versifier, [ ought to hang
my hat a peg or two higher than he. My opinion of him is—
that ho has poetical feelings—some faney, perhaps, imagination,
but that his style is affeeted and consequently exeerablo. o
may improve. Tilottama seemis Lo lurye ereated some impression
on him, as you will find in his very nest poem.

...By tho bye, can yvouinduco the liducational Superintendont
of your side of the world to take Tilottama hy the band for tho
higher elacses of your school 2 With you for a teacher, the hook
is sure to make o tremendous impression....

P.S—Your good wife, by the bye, is not tho first lady-
reader of Tilottama., The wuthor's wife claims to have read it

hefore hor,—7%. ¢33-1e |

o1 33 (W Shbo Sifard TN 5P NEYAATF—

I know not how to thank you adequately for the very
valuahle present of tho manuscript 201630 in the Poot's own
bandwriting ! I will prescrve it with the groatest caro in my
Library, as a Monument that marks a grand epoch in our
literature, whon Bengali poetry first bhroke thro' the fettors of
rhyme and soared exultingly into the lofty region of sublimity
which ig her genuino provinee. Time will comoe when the poom
will meot with dus apprecintion, and will find that high place
in tho estimation of posterity it so richly doscrves. I {eel sure
that my descendants ( should I have any) will thon be proud
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to think that the manuseript in the author’s autograph of the
first blank verse Epic in tho language, is in their possession,
and thoy will honour their ancestor the more, that he was
fortunate enough to be considered worthy of such an invalualle
present by the poet himsoell,—%. 3ve-vy |

81 AtgAtaizd 35 ArewAlT Mws «—

If Indra had spoken Bengali he would have spoken in the
style of the poem. The anthor’s evtraordinary loftiness and
brillianey of imagination, his minute observation of nature, his
delicate sense of heauty, the uncommon splendonr of his dietion,
and the 1ich musice of his versifieation, charm us in every page.
It is an intelleetunl treat of the first description , compared to it,
what ave “Lucent <y rups tinet with cinnamon ?"—% 2a¢ |

@ | ArewAta g Agtatgy mF—

Your opinion of Madhu's poem is entirely my own, and
Jotindra Mohan Tagore, a man of well cultivated tasto, and an
oncollent judge of poetry, whom perhaps you know concurs with
me. It is tho first and o mosl successful attempt to break
through thoe jingling monotony of the #%l4, and as a poem the
hest we have in the langungo.  Tho ideas are no doubt horrowed,
and Keats and Shelley and Kalidas and Milton have been
lavgolv, very largely, put in requisition ; but as you very justly
say, ‘whatover passes through the crucible of the author’s
mind recoives an original shape,” so the reader has no oppor-
tunity to nolice, much less to find fault with, the mosaic
charactor of the materials which go to the making up of
Tilottama. 'The author ean never expect o wide cirele of readers,
hut then he must console himself by the reflection that Milton
is not the most popular author in Bnglish,

The farco [ «:3% f& A 378l ] is oxquisite, and it iy an
wonder to mo how the author could paini so humorous & picture
with one hand while tho other was busy with depicling the
Mlltomo L,r'mdeur of Tllottmm

* AMEA NN 4% ifA AFANIY IGE wzww e — "ﬂf"
. d0%-ev |
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...poor fellow | he is born in evil days, when ho will get
nothing for his pains save tho approbution of a very select fow.
Our countrymen are not yet in a position to appreciate and
enjoy blank vorse. It requires a mental training whichin these
dogenerate days of tho Auliyug no Bongalee, who has not a
liberal English cdueation, ean lay elaim to. We may however
oxpeet, if wo escapo gliding down to serldom, to mustor strong
and esteem Tilottama as her autoiypo was in the court of Indra.
For the present T hear that even the renowned Vidyasagar, for
whem T havo the greatest respect, thinks our pet an abortion,
tho worthless issuo of drunkenness and stupidity.  Would such
abortions were plentiful in the country and meun to know their
value |—9. 2a3-a1 |

V1Y GAMS Swrvo wifary AR qrEardtad 4y —

The Tilottama is onl. I have ordered Messrs. 1. (. Bose &
Co., to send up « copy to you. As soon as you get the hook,
you must sit down and vead it throush and then tell me what,
you think of it. I am not @ man to ho put out by any amount
of adverso criticism, ospecinlly, when that criticism is from an
honest friend, who wishes me well.

The want of what is ¢alled “human intorest” will no doubt
strike you at once, but you musi remember that it is o story of
Gods and Titans, I could not by any means shove in men and
wvomen,

You want me to explain my svstem of versification for the
conversion of your sceptical friends. I am sure thore is very
littlo in the system to explain; our langnage, 23 regards tho
that is to say,

doctrine of accont and quantity, is an “apostate,
it cares as much for them ag I do for the blessing of our Family-
Priest | If your friends know English, let thom read the
Paradise Lost, and they will find how the verse, in which tho
Bengali poetaster writes, is construcled. The fact is, my dear
fellow, that the prevalonce of Blank vorse in this country, is
simply a question of time. et your friends guide their voices
by the pause (as in English Blank vorse) and they will soon
swear that this is the noblest measure in the Language. My
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advice is Read, Read, Read. Teach your ears the new tune and
then you will find out what it is.

Ploase tell Giour I have sent a copy of Tilottama for him to
his eousin, at the Asiatic Society, not knowing where he himself
is posted at present,—9%. ¢2e-32 1

18 AP seve Bifary TN ArEALAT IGLF —

You aro welcomo to review Tilottama when you like. By
tho time you propose to do so, I think, the hook will he running
through a second edition. But no matter, your opinion,
especially, when deliberately given, ought to inflhicnee a certain
clags of onr people. Perhaps you will laugh at the idea, but I do
assuro you that gince the publication of the book your name
has beon frequontly in men’s mouths. Ask Rajendra. Many
have said “O, that Rajy Naram Bose of Midnapur is a clever
follow. IIe scoms to appreciate this book warmly. He is
right "'

...Talking about wine and all vicious indulgenees, though
by no means a saint and teototal prude, I ncver drink when
engaged in writing pootry ; for, if I do, I can never manage
to put two ideas together | There is not a line in the Tilottama
written undor the inspiration of even such a mild thing as a
glass of rosy shorry or heer.—%. v28-3¢ |

bl RYARA AT 3P —

I cannot sufliciently thank you for your most wolcome
lettor, Bolieve me, you ondear yoursell more to me hy theo
candid manner in which you point out the defects of the Poem
than by the praise ( and it is splendid by Jove!) you hestow on
it. The idea of fixed lightning, though hackneyed, is not bad.
The whole heauty of tho passage (in Book II 19—40) depends
upon it—that is to say, if there bo any beauty in it at all. You
are unjust to Indra. He is a very heroic fellow, but he cannot
resist ‘‘Fato.” DPorhaps, your partiality for the two brothers
has slightly embitterod your foelings agninst the poor king of the
gods. I myself like those two fellows, and it was once my
intention to have added another Book to place them more
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conspicuously hefore the reader, hut I did not like to entail a
a larger expense on my [riend, Babu Jotindra Mohan Tagoro.
Indeed, I wanted to stop at the ond of the Third Book—but ho
in a manner insisted that I should finish the story. You must
not, my dear fellow, judge of the work, as a regular “Horoic
Poem,” I never meant it as such. It is a story, a tale, rather
horoically told. You consure the erotic charactor of some of
the allusions. Perhaps that is owing to a partiality for Kalidasa.
By the bye—did I ever tell you that I taught myself Sanskrit
at Madras ? I am anything hut a Pandit like Rajondra who is a
thundering grammarian, but I know enough io read Kalidasa,
and that, I think, is quite enough for me....

The new poem is doing very well, considoring everything.
I have heard that V.—has heen speaking of it with contempt.
This does not surprise mo. Ile ecannot know mueh of the
“Inaster-singers” whom the suthor of Tilottama imitates, and
in whoso school ho has learnt to write poctry. This chulition of
ill-nature on the part of——has lowered him in the estimation of
not o few of the serious-minded men of tho day in this ecity. At
least, that is what I hoar. Jotindra thinks it is “‘clan-feeling”
or in plainor words downright onvy. Others less mild than
Jotindra, call the old hoy, a dirty, envious [ollow. Some other
Pundits, literary stars of cqual magnitude, say—"% %&% ¥&4
QAR SME | W% 3T 1" Dut they regret the author did not
writo in rhyme, that would have made him popular. These men
my dear Raj, little understand the heart of a proud, silent, lonely
man of song! They regret his want of popularity, whilo,
perhaps, his heart swells within him in visions of glory, such as
they can form no concoption of.—%. 22424 |

1 AR AGAANTG 3G —

You will find that your criticism on Tilottama has not fallen
on barren ground. In the present work [ (A9a1%3% ] you will see
nothing in the shape of “Erotic Similes” ; no silly allusions to
the loves of the Lotus and the Moon ; nothing ahout fixed
lightnings, and not a single reference to the “‘incestuous love of
Radha,”
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Talking of eriticism, I am told the Tditor of the Indian
Field (Kissory Chand) is going to ask you through Rajendra to
review Tilottama for his Journal. I am suro he could not have
gone to a hetter shop.—%. ©9- |

So | © WG Svvo GHATY NLYHA AN IFLF—

...Have you seen Rajendra’s critique on Tilottama in the
Vividhartha ? I suppose you have. It is kind.—%, 92 |

35 | NYERA (THIGH ATH NI —

...I need searcely tell you that the Blank form of verse is
the best suited for Pootry in evory language. A true poet will
alwavs succeed best in Blank verse as a bad one in Rhyme.
The grace and heauty of the former’s thoughts will claim
attention, as tho melody of the latter will conceal the poverty
of his mind. Besides, a truly noble mind will always wither
away under rostraint, of whatever description that restraint may
bhe. In China, thoy confino the feot of their women in iron
shoos. What is the result ? Lameness !

...0ur 7 footed verse is our ‘‘heroic’ measure. I hope, one
of these days to send yon specimens of it. When I first began
to write my car used to rebol, hut now I have grown completely
reconciled to Bengali Blank verse, and its molody and power
astonish me. The form of verse in which this drama is writton,
if well recited, sounds as much like prose as English Blank verse
sounds like English Proso—rotaining at the same time a sweet
musical impression. I have used more "S¥&A1H" and “IWF” than
I like, but I have done so to deceive the ear, as yet unfamiliar
with Blank verse. Take my word for it, that Blank verse will
do splendidly in Bengali and that in course of time, like the
modern Europoans, we too shall equal, if not surpass, our classic
writers. What we want at present are men of zeal, of diligence,
of energy, of enthusiasm, of liberal views to give our language
a jolly lift. If we have no ‘‘genius” among ourselves, let us
prepare the way for future ones. Have you over heard of Sack-
ville—Lord Buckhurst, born in 1527 ? This nobleman’s play,
called “Gordobuc” first introduced to Englishmen the form of

9%
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verse in which William Shakespeare wrote. My motto is, “‘Fire
away, my boys !” The Namby-Pamby-Wallahs—the imitators
of Bharat Chunder—our Pope, who has—

“Made Poetry & mere mechanical art,

And every warbler has his tune by heart !"
may frown or laugh at us, but I say—'"'Be hanged” to them !
—9. 8e8-¢¥ |

R NI AFAAIIY IFF—

The Tilottama is going on well. Tho first edition is nearly
exhausted. Even the stiff old pundits are heginning to unhend
themselves, and the “Someprokash” has spoken out in & manner
rather encouraging than otherwise. Blank verse is the ‘go’
now. As old Runjit Sing used to say, when looking at the map
of India,—"Sub lal ho jaya" 1 say “‘Suby Blank verse ho jaga.”
I had a long talk with Rungo Lal, last evening, on the subject of
versification in general and Blank verse in particular : he said—
“I acknowledge Blank verse to ho the noblest measure in the
language, but I say that no one but men accustomed to read the
Poetry of England would approciate it for years to come. I
grinned and said “N’importe.” 1 did not caro a cowry when it
hecame popular, provided I knew that some day or other, it
would become popular.

So many fellows have, of late, hoen at me to explain to
them the structure of the new verse that I have heen obliged to
think on the subject and tho vesult is that I find that the af®
instead of heing confined to the 8th syllable, naturally comes in
after the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, Gth, Tth, 8th, 10th, 11th, and 12th.
Examples :(—

‘7§ wN41f7 311 gFAA,
“aifes wifacsa flvgsfay,
g I"—fae—s |

“54 A% (W17 AR [qSe-mHn
qJ% 1 (q9—R |

(% AT 9A% FING W WY
AR I"—feA—s |
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“QFe WELH), 7981 RN
Foanfad "—fera—a |

and so on. If this would satisfy the friends about whom you
wrote to me some time ago, they are welcome to this explanation,
—%. 899-9¢ |
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You will bLe pleased to hear that the Pundits are coming
round regarding Tilottoma. The renowned Vidyasagar has af
last condescended lo see ‘‘Great merit’” in it, and the Some-
prokash has spoken out in a lavourable manner. The bhook is
growing popular. T don’t know if you rcad the Education
Gazetto. If you do, you have no doubt reen the Editor's
remarks on blank verse. I do not think R.—either reads or
can appreciate Milton ; otherwise he would not have made those
remarks in the concluding portion of his article. He reads
Byron, Seott and Moor, very nice poets in their way no doubt,
but by no means of the highest School of poetry, except, perhaps,
Byron, now and then. I like Wordsworth better.

...0ld father John Long is decidedly taken up with Blank
Verse. o told Gour the other day ;—"In the course of four or
five yoars Dutt will, if spared, revolutionise the language of your
country I"—%. 893-9v |

‘feratensy s’y @Ffie 2377 A7 (FiEe Afis-
Ag 3207 (T AFA ANCAGAl 2EqifRH, oizta BEy Vewaq
Aqreaffrs witg | ey ‘G’ vfes sastaie fagl-
v, ‘R 12 ansas g ok Indian Field-a
FiEArgtng g @ieAsal AfpaR SrEdeaEtay | Wil A
crafer we:; 3us Ffaata—

Y@ ALE LA T LOA ND 94F I AY b4 I |
@ ary formieniiga 3137 | WiNAl Fa13 wfvane v wfefa &% oAt
IR o gz we@E dfore cifise o 3l |



e

TYTHA-2IA

a8 T3IRY N fag 9% Byl %@ fofee aba w21 sdang) «F
Flad IS “Ats W e e A, o fafar afefa @s 1 sfa e
ATIIRT ARAR 7F AT 27 )

AR elAly AfFArTd ow A% | ey ARNEw 49 yfowe ey
8gfs zem wwifas Az | 7N, fad, oYM, @il @ 7T 49 @ng,
o7l @I | (@q 2906 AAma WAl <15 AR AwB 1 I I
T8, WA WA A 5T, wiNifisla Red @l ifeanfey |
sufFE® (F aiffanif=g wA1F @33 TAWD | 9T @y I61
31T BN A13 | @ity WAl favd AYF & gl e @raeT ;
fog watatfe guw sty afiza faom wfam Ista cre) o7 #i@ g A9
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asq1 e wad feafaq +w R fasiy w@9r 339 Thag
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1517 ST 49T AT Bq, ST wAGw 4o Al Ayl 53
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oy, (g aefe sRFaFRmen W 230s Ras Fhangy ; 78
A B12 [RSid eF (337 SR 31231 (939 303a A1% ; Siziq 7
FI(S WFI (§ (FI O (779 53qNg, ©i51% G154 Frellar Faaidfed
(@A o w22 wl7e Ity ; (FgT @B afARt WteaR care 2w a0
97, AFAF 7Y, N ¢ 2Afesr wyys 331 Alle; aw @m 29,
fomienl wfs efig 25 a1 1 <@, el @r-gies 7k A
2 wfs ey AHA 31 AT 23S 4R weE Nailde guea
8 Aeita Mfajte 343, fRIFINT GAKAT gl (234 FUNT (3% (A5
wivfe s 7i@w, 91 clErng 236917 jog 18, w99, Febane S
RARHCE4 F1H) 3T AP | WA, WAF FA FAA & [aHad, 4 7w
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9f3,’ . 388-81 FELT ¥FT | )

There cannot be the slightest doubt that the author
whose work has given occasion to this article is a true poet.
The Bengali nation should be right glad at this his first
successful appearance before the public as an epic poet, for
he is already veryifavourably known to them as a dramatist
...He is the creator of blank verse in the language, and this
single circumstance shows at once the original turn of his
mind....As the new verse expresses the original character
of the suthor's mind, so do the ideas and sentiments.

...The author’s loftiness of imagination, his minute
observation of nature, his delicate sense of beauty, and the
uncommon splendor of his diction, charm us in every page
of the poem. Itis an intellectual luxury....the extraordi-
nary genius of our poet has enabled him to arrange his
copious store of sublime and beautiful sentiments and
images into one harmonious and original whole and produce
o masterpiece of poetry that will delight his nation from
generation to generation.—The Indian Field for 2 Feb.
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1861 (as quoted in the Modern Review for June 1936,
pp. 658-60)
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