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GREATER BRITAIN.

CHAPTER 1.
SYDNEY.

AT carly light on Christmas-day, I put off from shore
in onc of those squalls for which Port Nicholson, the
harbour of Wellington, is famed. A boat which started
from the ship at the same time as mine from the land
was upset, but in such shallow water that the pas-
sengers were saved, though they lost a portion of their
baggage. As we flew towards the mail steamer, the
Karkoura, the harbour was one vast sheet of foam,
and columns of spray were being whirled in the air,
and borne away far inland on the gale. We had
placed at the helm a post-office clerk, who said that he
could steer, but, as we reached the steamer’s side,
instead of luffing-up, he suddenly put the helm hard
a-weather, and we shot astern of her, running violently
before the wind, although our treble-reefed sail was by
this time altogether down. A rope was thrown us
from a coal-hulk, and, catehing it, we were goon on
board, and spemt our Christmas walking up and down
B 2



4 GREATER BRITAIN, [cnAP.

her deck on the slippP®F black dust, and “watching
the effects of the gale. After some hours, the wind
moderated, and I reached the Kaikoura just before
she sailed. While we were steaming out of the’
harbour. through the boil of waters that marks the
ppsition of the submarine crater, I found that there
"&s but one other passenger for Australia to share
with me the services of ten officers and ninety men,
and the accommodations of a ship of 1,500 tons.
“Serious preparations and a large ship for a mecre
voyage from one Australasian colony to another,” I felt
inclined to say, but during the voyage and my first
week in New South Wales I began to discover that in
England we are given over to a singular delusion as to
the connexion of New Zealand and Australia,

Australasia is a term much used at home to cxpress
the whole of our Antipodean possessions ; in the
colonies themsclves, the name is almost unknown, or,
if used, is meant to embrace Australia and Tasmania,
not Australia and New Zecaland. The only reference to
New Zcaland, except in the way of foreign news, that
I ever found in an Australian paper, was a congratu-
latory paragraph on the amount of the New Zcaland
debt; the only allusion to Awustralia that I detected
in the Wellington Independent was in a glance at the:
future of the colony, in which the editor predicted the
advent of a time when New Zealand would be a naval
nation, and her fleet engaged in bombarding Melbourne,
or levying <ontributions upon Sydney.

New_ Zealand, though a change for the better is at
hand, has hitherto been mainly an aristoeratic country ;.
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New South Wales and Vietoria mainly democratic.
Had Australia and New Zealand been close together,
instead of as far apart as Africa and South America,
there could have been no political connexion between
them so long as the traditions of their first settle-
ment endured. Not only is the name “ Australasia”
politically meaningless, however, but it is also geo-
graphically incorrect, for New Zealand and Australia
are as completely separated from each other as Great
Britain and Massachusetts. No promontory of Aus-
tralia runs out to within 1,000 miles of any New
Zealand cape; the distance between Sydney and
Wellington is 1,400 miles; from Sydney to Auck-
land is as far. The distance from the ncarest point
of New Zcaland of Tasman’s peninsula, which itself
projects somewhat from Tasmania, is greater than that
of London from Algiers : from Wellington to Sydney,
opposite ports, is as far as from Manchester to Iceland,
or from Africa to Brazil.

The sea that lies between the two great countries
of the South is not, like the Central or North
Pacific, a sea bridged with islands, ruffled with
trade winds, or overspread with a calm that permits
the presence of light-draught paddle steamers. The
seas which separate Australia from New Zealand
are cold, bottomless, without islands, torn by Arctic
currents, swept by polar gales, and traversed in
all weathers by a mountainous swell. After the
gale of Christmas-day, we were blessed with a con-
tinuance of light breezes on our way $o *Sydney, but
never did we escape tle long rolling hills of seas
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that seemed to surge up from the Antarotic pole:
our screw was as often out of as in the water; and,
in a fast new ship, we could scarcely average nine
knots an hour throughout the day. The ship which
had brought the last Australian mail to Wellington
before we sailed was struck by a sea which swept
her from stem to stern, and filled her cabins two feet
deep, and this in December, which here is Mid-
summer, and answers to our July. Not only is the
intervening ocean wide and cold, but New Zealand
presents to Australia a rugged coast guarded by recfs
and bars, and backed by a snowy range, while she
turns towards Polyncsia and America all her ports
and bays.

No two countries in the world are so wholly
distinet as Australia and New Zecaland. The islands
of New Zcaland are inhabited by Polynesians, the
Australian continent by negraes. New Zealand is
ethnologically nearer to America, Australia to Africa,
than New Zealand to Australia.

If we turn from ethnology ta scenery and climate,
the countries are still more distinct. New Zealand
is one of the groups of volcanic islands that stud
the Pacific throughout its whole extent; tremendous
cliffs surround it on almost every side; a great
mountain chain runs through both islands from north
to south ; hot springs abound, often close to glaciers
and eternal snows; earthquakes are common, and
active volcanoes not unknown. The New Zealand
climate is daygp and windy ; the land is covered in
most parts with a tangled jungle of tree-ferns, creepers,
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and parasitic plants; water never fails, and, though
winter 18 unknown, the summer heat is never
great ; the islands are always green. Australia
has for the most part flat, yellow, sun-burnt shores ;
the soil may be rich, the country good for wheat
and sheep, but to the eye it is an arid plain; the
winters are pleasant, but in the hot weather the
thermometer rises higher than it does in India,
and dust storms and hot winds sweep the land
from end to end. It is impossible to conceive
countrics more unlike cach other than arc our two
great dominions of the south. Their very fossils
arc as dissimilar as are their flora and fauna of
our time.

At dawn of the first day of the new yecar, we
sighted the rocks where the Duncan Dunbar was lost
with all hands, and a few minutes afterwards we were
boarded by the crew engaged by the Sydncy Morning
IHerald, who had been lying at “The Heads” all
night, to intercept our news and telegraph it to the
city. The pilot and regular news-boat hailed us a
little later, when we had fired a gun. The contrast
between this Australian energy and the supineness of
the New Zealanders was striking, but not more so than
that between my first view of Australia and my last
view of New Zealand. Six days earlier I had lost
sight of the snowy peak of Mount Egmont, graceful
as the Cretan Ida, while we ran before a strong
breeze, in the bright English sunlight of the New
Zealand afternoon, the albatrosses scro,arﬁi’ng around
our stern: to-day, as we steamed up Port «Jackson,



8 GREATER BRITAIN. [coap,

towards Sydney Cove, in the dead stillhess that
follows a night of oven-like heat, the sun rose
flaming in a lurid sky, and struck down upon brown
earth, yellow grass, and the thin shadeless foliage
of the Australian bush; while, as we anchored, the
ceaseless chirping of the crickets in the grass and trees
struck harshly on the ear.

The harbour, commercially the finest in the world,
is not without a singular beauty if secn at the best
time. By the “ hot-wind sunrise,” as I first saw it, the
heat and glare destroy the feeling of repose which the

‘endless succession of deep, sheltered coves would
otherwise convey ; but if it be seen from shore in
the afternoon, when the sea-breeze has sprung up,
turning the sky from red to blue, all is changed.
From a neck of land that leads out to the Govern-
ment House, you catch a glimpse of an arm of the
bay on either side, rippled with the cool wind,
intensely blue, and dotted with white sails: the
brightness of the colours that the sea-brecze brings
almost atones for the wind’s unhealthiness.
- In the upper portion of the town, the scene is less
picturesque ; the houses are of the‘commonplace English
ugliness, worst of all possible forms of architectural
imbecility, and are built, too, as though for English
fogs, instead of semi-tropical heat and sun. Water
is not to be had, and the streets are given up to
clouds of dust, while not a single shade-tree breaks
the rays of the almost vertical sun.

The afternoen of New Year’s day I spent at the
““ Midsummer Meeting ” of the Sydney Jockey Club,
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“on the racé-course near the city, where I found a vast
crowd of holiday-makers assembled on the bare red
earth that did duty for ¢ turf,” although there was a
hot wind blowing, and the thermometer stood at 103°
in the shade. For my conveyance to the race-course I
trusted to one of the Australian hansom cabs, made
with fixed Venetian blinds on ecither side, so as to
allow a free draught of air.

The ladies in the grand stand were scarcely to be
distinguished from Englishwomen in dress or coun-
tenance, but the crowd presented several curious types.
The fitness of the term “corn-stalks ” applied to the
Australian-born boys was made evident by a glance
at their height and slender build ; they have plenty of
activity and health, but are wanting in power and
weight. The girls, too, are slight and thin ; delicate,
without being sickly. Grown men who have emigrated
as lads and lived ten or fifteen years in New Zecaland,
cating much meat, spending their days in the open air,
constantly in the saddle, arc burly, bearded, strapping
fellows, physically the perfection of the English race,
but wanting in refinement and grace of mind, and this
apparently by constitdtion ; not through the accident
of occupation or position, In Australia there is promise
of a more intellectual nation: the young Australians
ride as well, shoot as well, swim as well, as the New
Zealanders ; are as little given to book-learning, but
there is more shrewd intelligence, more wit and
quickness, in the sons of the larger continent. The
Australians boast that they possess the Grecian climate,
and every young face in the Sydney crowd “showed
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me that their sky is not more like that of thé Pelopon-
nesus than they are like the old Athenians. The eager
burning democracy that is springing up in the Austra-
lian great towns is as widely different from the repub-
licanism of the older States of the American Union as
it is from the good-natured conservatism of New
Zealand, and their high capacity for personal enjoyment
would of itself suffice to distinguish the Australians
from both Americans and British. Large as must be
the amount of convict blood in New South Wales,
there was no trace of it in the featurcs of those
present upon the race-course. The inhabitants of
colonies which have never received felon immigrants
-often cry out that Sydney is a convict city, but the
prejudice is not borne out by the countenances of the
inhabitants, nor by the records of local crime. The
black stain has not yet wholly disappeared: the
streets of Sydney are still a greater disgrace to
civilization than are even those of London; but,
putting the lighter immoralities aside, security for
life and property is not more perfect in England than
in New South Wales. The last of the bushrangers
were taken while I was in Sydney.

The race-day was followed by a succession of hot
winds, during which only the excellence of the fruit-
market made Sydney endurable. Not only are all
the English fruits to be found, but plantains, guavas,
oranges, loquats, pomegranates, pine-apples from Bris-
bane, figs of every kind, and the delicious passion-
fruit abound¢ and if the gum-tree forests yield no
shady gpots for picnics, théy are not wanting among
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the rocks at Botany, or in the luxuriant orange-groves
of Paramatta.

A Christmas week of heat such as Sydney has
seldom known was brought to a close by one of the
heaviest southerly storms on record. During the
stifling morning, the telegraph had announced the
approach of a gale from the far south, but in the
early afternoon the heat was more terrible than before,
when suddenly the sky was dark with whirling clouds,
and a cold blast swept through the streets, carrying a
fog of sand, breaking roofs and windows, and dashing
to pieces many boats. When the gale ceased, some
three hours later, the sand was so deep in houses
that here and there men’s feet left footprints on the
stairs.

Storms of this kind, differing only one from another
in violence, are common in the hot weather: they are
known as “southerly bursters;” but the early settlers
called them “brickfielders,” in the belief that the dust
they brought was whirled up from the kilns and brick-
fields to the south of Sydney. The fact is that the
sand is carried along for one or two hundred miles,
from the plains in Dampier and Auckland counties ;
for the Australian “ burster ” is one with the Punjaub
dust-storm, and the ¢ dirt-storm ” of Colorado.
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CHAPTER IL
RIVAL COLONIES.

New SoutH WALES, born in 1788, and Queensland
in 1859, the oldest and youngest of our Australian
colonies, stand side by side upon the map, and have a
.common frontier of 700 miles,

The New South Welsh cast jealous glances towards
the more recently founded States. Upon the bril-
liant prosperity of Victoria they look doubtingly,
and, ascribing it merely to the gold-fields, talk
of “shoddy;” but of Queensland—an agricultural
country, with larger tracts of rich land than they
themselves possess—the Sydney folks are not without
reason envious.

A terrible depression is at present pervading trade
and agriculture in New South Wales. Much land
near Sydney has gone out of cultivation ; hands are
scarce, and the gold discoveries in the neighbouring
colonies, by drawing off the surplus population, have
made harvest labour unattainable. Many properties
have fallen to one-third their former value, and the
colony—a wheat-growing country—is now importing
wheat and fleur to the value of half-a-million sterling

QgVery year.
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] RIVAL COLONIES. 13

The depressed condition of affairs is the result,
partly of commercial panics following a period of
inflation, partly of bad seasons, now bringing floods,
now drought and rust, and partly of the discourage-
ment of immigration by the colonial democrats—a
policy which, however beneficial to Australia it may
in the long run prove, is for the moment ruinous to
the sheep-farmers and to the merchants in the towns.
On the other hand, the labourers for their part assert
that the arrivals of strangers—at all events, of skilled
artisans—are still excessive, and that all the ills of
the colony are due to over-immigration and free
trade.

To a stranger, the rush of population and out-
pour of capital from Sydney, first towards Victoria,
but now to Queensland and New Zealand, appear
to be the chief among the causes of the momentary
decline of New South Wales. Of immigrants there is
at once an insufficient and an over-great supply.
Respectable servant-girls, carpenters, masons, black-
smiths, plasterers, and the like, do well in the colonies,
and are always wanted ; of clerks, governesses, iron-
workers, and the skilled hands of manufacturers, there
is almost always an over-supply. By a perverse fate,
these latter are the immigrants of whom thousands
seek the colonies every year, in spite of the daily
publication in England of dissuading letters.

As the rivalry of the neighbour-colonies lessens in
the lapse of time, the jealousy that exists between
them will doubtless die away, but it seetns as though
it will be replaced by a political divergence, afid con-
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sequent aversion, which will form a fruitful source of
danger to the Australian confederation.

In Queensland the great tenants of Crown lands—
“gquatters” as they are called—sheep-farmers holding
vast tracts of inland country, are in possession of the
government, and administer the laws to their own
advantage. In New South Wales, power is divided
between the pastoral tenants on the one hand, and the
democracy of the towns upon the other. In Victoria,
the democrats have beaten down the squatters, and in
the interests of the people put an end to their reign ;
but the sheep-farmers of Queensland and of the interior
districts of New South Wales, ignoring wells, assert
that the “up-country desert” or “unwatered tracts”
can never be made available for agriculture, while the
democracy of the coast point to the fact that the same
statements were made only a few years back of lands
now bearing a prosperous population of agricultural
settlers.

The struggle between the great Crown tenants and
the agricultural democracy in Victoria, alrcady almost
over, in New South Wales can be decided only in one
way, but in Queensland the character of the country is
not entirely the same : the coast and river tracts are
tropical bush-lands, in which sheep-farming is impos-
gible, and in which sugar, cotton, and spices alone can
be made to pay. To the copper, gold, hides, tallow,
wool, which have hitherto formed the stereotyped
list of Australian exports, the Northern colony hag
already added ginger, arrowroot, tobacco, coffee, sugar,
cotton, einnamon, and quinine.
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The Queenslanders have not yet solved the problem
of the settlement of a tropical country by English-
men, and of its cultivation by English hands. The
future, not of Queensland merely, but of Mexico, of
Ceylon, of every tropical country, of our race, of free
government itself, are all at stake; but the success of
the experiment that has been tried between Brisbane
and Rockampton has not been great. . The colony,
indeed, has prospered much, quadrupling its popula-
tion and trebling its exports and revenue in six
years, but it is the Darling Downs, and other table-
land sheep-countries, or, on the other hand, the
Northern gold-fields, which are the main cause of
the prosperity; and in the sugar and cotton culture
of the coast, coloured labour is now almost exclusively
employed, with the usual effect of degrading field-
work in the cyes of European settlers, and of forcing
upon the country a form of society of the aristocratic
type.

It 1s possible that just as New England has of late
forbidden to Louisiana the importation of Chinamen
to work her sugar-fields, just as the Kansas radicals
have declared that they will not recognise the Bombay
Hammal as a brother, . just as the Victorians have
refused to allow the further reception of convicts by
West Australia, separated from their territories by
1,000 miles of desert, so the New South Welsh
and Victorians combined may at least protest agajnst
the introduction of a mixed multitude of Bengalees,
Chinamen, South Sea Islanders, and Malqyé, to culti-
vate the Queensland coast *plantations, If, however,
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the other colonies permit their Northern sister to
continue in her course of importing dark-skinned
labourers, to form a peon population, a few years will
see her a wealthy cotton and sugar-growing country,
with all the vices of a slave-holding government,
though without the name of slavery. The planters of
the coast and villages, united with the squatters of
the table-lands or “Downs,” will govern Queensland,
and render union with the free colonies impossible,
unless great gold discoveries take place, and save the
country to Australia.

Were it not for the pride of race that everywhere
shows itself in the acts of English settlers, there
might be a bright side to the political future of
the Queensland colony. The coloured labourers at
present introduced—industrious Tongans, and active
Hill-coolies from Hindostan, laborious, sober, and free
from superstition—should not only be able to advance
the commercial fortunes of Queensland as they have
those of the Mauritius, but eventually to take an
equal share in free government with their white
employers. To avoid the gigantic evil of the degra-
dation of hand labour, which-has ruined morally as
well as economically the Southern States of the
American republic, the Indian, Malay, and Chinese
labourers should be tempted to become members of
land-holding associations. A large spice and sugar-
growing population in Northern Queensland would
require a vast agricultural population in the south to
feed it; and the two colonies, hitherto rivals, might
grow p as sister countries, each depending upon the
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other for the supply of half its needs. It is, how-
ever, worthy of notice that the agreements of the
Queensland planters with the imported dark-skinned
field-hands provide only for the payment of wages
wn goods, at the rates of 6s. to 10s. a month. The
“goods” consist of pipes, tobacco, knives, and beads.
‘Judging from the experience of California and Ceylon,
there can be little hope of the general admission of
coloured men to equal rights by English settlers, and
the Pacific islands offer so tempting a field to kid-
napping skippers that there is much fear that Queens-
land may come to show us not merely semi-slavery, but
peonage of that worst of kinds, in which it is cheaper
to work the labourer to death than to ¢ breed ” him.

Such is the present rapidity of the growth and
rise to power of tropical Queensland, such the
apparent poverty of New South Wales, that were
the question merely one between the Sydney wheat-
growers and the cotton-planters of Brisbane and
Rockampton, the sub-tropical settlers would be as
certain of the foremost position in any future con-
federation, as they were in America when the struggle
lay only between the “Carolinas and New England.
As it is, just as Améerica was first saved by the coal
of Pennsylvania and Ohio, Australia will be saved
by the coal of New South Wales. Queensland pos-
sesses some small stores of coal, but the vast pre-
ponderance of acreage of the great power of the
future lies in New South Wales.

On my return from a short voyage to the north,
I visited the cqal-field of New South Wales ut” New-

- VOL. II, C
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castle, on the Hunter. - The beds are of vast extent;
they lie upon the banks of a navigable river, and
so near to the surface that the best qualities are
raised, in a country of dear labour, at 8s. or 9s. the
ton, and delivered on board ship for 12s.  For
manufacturing purposes the coal is perfect; for
steam-ship use it is, though somewhat “dirty,” a
serviceable fuel; and copper and iron. are found in
close proximity to the beds. The Newcastle and
Port Jackson fields open a singularly brilliant future
to Sydney in these times, when coal is king in a far
higher degree than was ever cotton. To her black
beds the colony will owe not only manufactures,
bringing wealth and population, but that leisure
which is begotten of riches —Ileisure that brings
culture, and love of harmony and truth.
Manufactories are already springing up in the
neighbourhood of Sydney, adding to the whirl and
the bustle’ of the town, and adding, too, to its enor-
mous population, already disproportionate to that of
the colony in which it stands. As the depdt for
much of the trade of Queensland and New Zealand,
and as the metropolis of pleasure to which the
wealthy squatters pour from all parts of Australia,
to spend, rapidly enough, their hard-won money,
Sydney would in any case have been a populous
city ; but the barrenness of the country in which it
stands has, until the recent opening of the railroads,
tended still further to increase its size, by failing
to tempt into the country the European immigrants.
The Irish in Sydney form a third; of the popu-
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lation, yet hardly one of these men but meant to
settle upon land when he left his native island.

In France there is a tendency to migrate to Paris,
in Austria a continual drain towards Vienna, in
England towards London. A corresponding tendency
is observable throughout Australia and America.
Immigrants hang about New York, Philadelphia,
Boston, Sydney, Melbourne; and, finding that they
can scrape a living in these large cities with toil
somewhat less severe than that which would be
needed to procure them a decent livelihood in the
bush, the unthrifty as well as the dissipated throng
together in densely-populated “rookeries” in these
cities, and render the first quarter of New York
and the so-called “ Chinese” quarter of Melbourne
an insult to the civilization of the world.

In the case of Australia this concentration of
population is becoming more remarkable day by day.
Even under the system of free selection, by which
the Legislature has attempted to encourage agricul-
tural settlement, the moment a free selector can
make a little money hg comes to one of the capitals
to spend it. Sydney is the city of pleasure, to which
the wealthy Queensland’ squatters resort to spend
their money, returning to the north for fresh sup-
plies only when they cannot afford another day of
dissipation, while Melbourne recelvee the ~outpour of
Tasmania. -

The rushing to great cities the moment there is
money to be spent, characteristic of the settlers in
all these colomdes, is much to be regretted and’

' o2 -
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presents a sad contrast to the quiet stay-at-home
habits of American farmers. Everything here is
fever and excitement ;—as in some systems of geo-
metry, motion is the primary, rest the derived
idea. New South Welshmen tell you that this un-
quiet is peculiar to Victoria; to a new-comer, it
seems as rife in Sydney as in Melbourne.

Judging from the Colonial Government reports,
which immigrants are conjured by the inspectors
to procure and read, and which are printed in a
cheap form for the purpose, the New South Welsh
can hardly wish to lure settlers into “the bush;”
for in one of these documents, published while I
was in Sydney, the curator of the Museum reported
that in his explorations he never went more than
twelve miles from the city, but that within that circuit
he found seventeen distinct species of land-snakes, two
of sea-snakes, thirty of lizards, and sixteen of frogs
—seventy-eight species of reptiles rewarded him in
all. The seventeen species of land-snakes found
by him within the suburbs were named by the
curator in a printed list; it commenced with the
pale-headed snake. and ended with the death-adder.
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CHAPTER IIIL
VICTORIA.

THE smallest of our southern colonies except
Tasmania, —one-fourth the size of New South
Wales, one-eighth of Queensland, one-twelfth of
West Australia, one-fifteenth of South Australia,—
Victoria is the wealthiest of the Australian nations,
and, India alone excepted, has the largest trade of
any of the dependencies of Great Britain.

When Mr. Fawkner’s party landed*in 1835 upon
the Yarra banks, mooring their boat to the forest
trees, they formed a settlement upon a grassy hill
behind a marsh, and began to pasture sheep where
Melbourne, the capital, now stands. In twenty years,
Melbourne became the largest city but one in the
southern hemisphere, *having 150,000 people within
her limits or those of the suburban towns. Victoria
has grander public buildings in her capital, larger and
more costly railroads, a greater income, and a heavier
debt than any other colony, and she pays to her
Governor 10,000l a year, or one-fourth more than
even New South Wales.

When looked into,  all ‘this success® means gold.
There is industry, there 'is energy, there is® talent,
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there is generosity and public spirit, but they are
the abilities and virtues that gold will bring, in
bringing a rush from all the world of dashing
fellows in the prime of life. The progress of Mel-
bourne is that of San Francisco; it is the success
of Hokitika on a larger scale, and refined and steadied
by having lasted through some years—the triumph
of a population wh1ch has hitherto consisted chiefly
of adult males.

- Sydney people, in their jealousy of the Victorians,
refuse to admlt even- that the superior energy of the
‘Melbourne men is a necessary consequence of their
having been the pick of the spirited youths of all
the world, brought together by the rush for gold.
At the time of the first “find” in 1851, all the
resolute, able, physically strong do-noughts of Europe
and America flocked into Port Phillip, as Victoria
was then called ; and such timid and weak men as
came along with them being soon crowded out, the
men of energy and tough vital force alone re-
mained,

- Some of the New South Welsh, shutting their eyes
to the facts connected with the gold-rush assert so
loudly that the Victorians are the refuse of California,
or “Yankee scum,”- that when I first landed in
Melbourne I expected to find street-cars, revolvers,
big hotels, and ﬁre-clubs, euchre, caucusses, and
mlxed drinks. I could discover nothing American
about Melbourne except the grandeur of the public
buildings tnd the width of the streets, and its people
are far. more thoroughly British than are the citizens
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of the rival capital. In many senses, Melbourne is
the London, Sydney the Paris, of Australia.

Of the surpassing vigour of the Victorians there
can be no doubt; a glance at the map shows the
Victorian railways stretching to the Murray, while
those of New South Wales are still boggling at the
Green Hills, fifty miles from Sydney. Melbourne,
the more distant port, has carried off the Australian
trade with the New Zealand gold-fields from Sydney,
the nearer port. Melbourne imports Sydney shale,
and makes from it mineral oil, before the Sydney
people have found out its value; and gas in Mel-
bourne is cheaper than in Sydney, though the
Victorians are bringing their coal five hundred
miles, from a spot only fifty miles from Sydney.

It is possible that the secret of the superior energy
of the Victorians may lie, not in the fact that they
are more American, but more English, than the New
South Welsh. The leading Sydney people are mainly
the sons or grandsons of original settlers—* corn-
stalks ” reared in the semi-tropical climate of the
coast ; the Victorians are full-blooded English im-
migrants, bred in thé more rugged climes of Tas-
mania, Canada, or Gregt Britain, and brought only
in their maturity to live in the exhilarating air of
Melbourne, the finest climate in the world for healthy
men : Melbourne is hotter than Sygney, but its climate.
is never tropical. The squatters on the Queenslund
downs, mostly immigrants from England, ghow the
same strong vitality that the Melbourtie men. pos-
sess ; but their brother immigrants in Brisbané—the
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Queensland capital, where the languid breeze resem-
bles that of Sydney—are as incapable of prolonged
exertion as are the “cornstalks,”

Whatever may be the causes of the present triumph
of Melbourne over Sydney, the inhabitants of the
latter city are far from accepting it as likely to
be permanent. They cannot but admit the present
glory of what they call the “ Mushroom City.” The
magnificent pile of the new Post-office, the gigantic
Treasury (which, when finished, will be larger than
our own in London), the University, the Parliament
House, the Union and Melbourne Clubs, the City Hall,
the Wool Exchange, the viaducts upon the Govern-
ment railroad lines,—all are Cyclopean in their
architecture, all seem built as if to last for ever;
still,-they say that there is a certain want of per-
manence about the prosperity of Victoria. When the
gold discovery took place,in 1851, such a trade sprang
up that the imports of the colony jumped from one
million to twenty-five millions sterling in three years ;
but, although she is now commencing to ship bread-
stuffs to Great Britain, exports and imports alike
show a steady decrease. Cdnsiderably more than
half of the hand-workers of the colony are still
engaged in gold-mining, and nearly half the popula-
tion is resident upon the gold-fields; yet the yield
shows, year by ygar, a continual decline. Had it
not been for the discoveries in New Zealand, which
have. carpied off the. floating digger population, -and
for the wis¢ discouragement by the democrats of the
monopolization. of the land, there would have been
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_distress upon the gold-fields during the last few
years. The Victorian population is already nearly
stationary, and the squatters call loudly for assisted
immigration and free trade, but the stranger sees
nothing to astonish him in the temporary stagnation
that attends a decreasing gold production.

The exact economical position that Victoria occupies
is easily ascertained, for her statistics are the most
perfect in the world ; the arrangement is a piece of
exquisite mosaic. The brilliant statistician who fills
the post of Registrar-General to the colony, had the
immense advantage of starting clear of all tradition,
unhampered and unclogged ; and, as the Governments
of the other colonies have the last few years taken
Victoria for model, a gradual approach is being made
to uniformity of system. It was not too soon, for
British colonial statistics are apt to be confusing., I
have seen a list of imports in which one class
consisted of ale, aniseed, arsenic, asafoetida, and astro-
nomical instruments; boots, bullion, and salt butter ;
capers, cards, caraway seed; gauze, gin, glue, and
gloves ; maps and manure ; philosophical instruments
and salt pork ; sandal-wood, sarsaparilla, and smoked
sausages. Alphabetical arrangement has charms for
the official mind. |

Statistics are generally considered dull enough, but
the statistics of these young countries are figure-
poems. Tables that- in England contrast jute with
hemp, or this man with that man, here compare the
profits of manufactures with those of aguculture, or
pit against each other the powers of race and rads, -,
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Victoria is the only country in existence which
possesses a statistical history from its earliest birth ;
but, after all, even Victoria falls short of Minnesota,
where the- settlers founded the “State Historical
Society” a week before the foundation of the State.

" Gold, wheat, and sheep are the three great staples of
Victoria, and have each its party, political and com-
mercial—diggers, agricultural settlers, and squatters—
though of late the diggers and the landed democracy
have made common cause against the squatters.
Gold can now be studied best at Ballarat, and wheat
at Clunes, or upon the Barrabool hills behind Geelong ;
but I started first for Echuca, the head-quarters of
the squatter interest, and metropolis of sheep, taking
upon my way Kyneton, one of the richest agricultural
districts of the colony, and also the once famous
gold-diggings of Bendigo Creek.

Between Melbourne and Kyneton, where 1 made
my first halt, the railway runs through undulating
lightly-timbered tracts, free from underwood, and well
grassed. By letting my eyes persuade me that the
burnt-up herbage was a ripening crop of wheat or
oats, I found a likeness to the views in the weald of
Sussex, though the foliage of the gums, or eucalypti,
is thinner than that of the English oaks.

Riding from Kyneton to Carlsrube, Pastoria, and
the foot-hills of the “Dividing Range,”. I found
the agricultural -community busily engaged on the
harvest, and much excited upon the great thistle
-questlon Women and tiny children were working
.in the fields, while the men were at Kyneton, trying
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in vain to hire harvest hands from Melbourne at
less than 20 10s. or 3l. a week and board. The
thistle question was not less. serious: the  thistle
inspectors,” elected under the ¢ Thistle - Prevention
Act,” had commenced their labours; and although
each man agreed with his friend that his neighbour’s
thistles were a nuisance, still he did not like being
fined for not weeding out his own. The fault, they
say, lies in the climate; it is too good, and the
English weeds have thriven. Great as was the talk
of thistles, the fields in the fertile Kyneton district
were as clean as in a well-kept English farm, and
showed the clearest signs of the small farmer’s
personal care.

Every one of the agricultural villages that I
visited was a full-grown municipality. The colonial
English, freed from the checks which are put by
interested landlords to local government in Britain,
have passed, in all the settlements, laws under which
any village must be raised into a municipality on fifty
of the villagers (the number varies in the different
colonies) signing a requisition, unless within a given
time a larger number sign a petition to the contrary
effect. ) o
After a short visit. to the bustling digging town of
Castlemaine, I pushed on by train to Sandhurst, a
borough of great pretensions,-which occupies the site
of the former digging camp at Bendigo. On a level
part of the line between.the two great towns, my train
dashed through some closed gates, happily without
hurt. The Melbourne Argis of the next day*said
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that the crash had been the result of the signalman
taking the fancy that the trains should wait on him,
not he upon the trains, so he had “closed the gates,
hoisted the danger signal, and adjourned to a neigh-
bouring store to drink.” On my return from Echuca,
I could not find that he had been dismissed.

‘When hands are scarce, and lives valuable not to the
possessor only, but to the whole community, care to
avoid accidents might be expected ; but there is a
certain recklessness in all young countries, and not
cven in Kansas is it more observable than in Victoria
and New South Wales,

Sandhurst, like Castlemaine, straggles over hill and
dale for many miles, the diggers preferring to follow
the gold-leads, and build a suburb by each alluvial
mine, rather than draw their supplies from the central
spot. The extent of the worked-out gold-field struck
me as greater than in the ficlds round Placerville, but
then in California many of the old diggings are hidden
by the vines.

In Sandhurst, I could find none of the magnificent
restaurants of Virginia city ; none of the gambling
saloons of Hokitika ; and the only approach to gaiety
among the diggers was made in a drinking-hall, where
some dozen red-shirted, bearded men were dancing by
turns with four well-behaved and quiet-looking German
girls, who were paid, the constable at the gate informed
me, by the proprietor of the booth. My hotel—¢ The
Shamrock "—kept by New York Irish, was a.thoroughly
American house ; but then, digger civilization is every-
. Whete American—a fact owing, no doubt, to the
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American element having been predominant in the
first-discovered diggings—those of California.

Digger revolts must have been feared when the
Sandhurst Government Reserve was surrounded with a
ditch strangely like a moat, and palings that bear an
ominous resemblance to a Maori pah. In the morning
I found my way through the obstructions, and dis-
covered the police-station, and in it the resident
magistrate, to whom I had a letter. He knew nothing
of “Gumption Dick,” Hank Monk’s friend, but he
introduced me to his intelligent Chinese clerk, and
told me many things about the yellow diggers. The
bad feeling between the English diggers and the
Chinese has not in the least died away. Upon the
worked-out ficlds of Castlemaine and Sandhurst, the
latter do what thecy please, and I saw hundreds of
them washing quietly and quickly in the old Bendigo
creek, finding an ample living in the leavings of the
whites. So successful have they been that a few
Europeans have lately been taking to their plan, and
an old Frenchman who died here lately, and who,.
from his working persistently in worn-out fields, had
always been thought ‘to be a harmless idiot, left
behind him twenty theusand pounds, obtained by
washing in company with the Chinese.

The spirit that called into existence the Ballarat
anti-Chinese mobs is not extinet in Queensland, as I
found during my stay at Sydney. At theCrocodile
Creek diggings in Northern Queensland,. whither
many of the Chinese fromy New South *Wales have
lately gone, tegrible riots occurred the week after I
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landed in Australia. The English diggers announced
their intention of “rolling up” the Chinese, and pro-
ceeded to “jump their claims”—that is, trespass on
the mining plots, for in Queensland the Chinese have
felt themselves strong enough to purchase claims.
The Chinese bore the robbery for some days, but at
last a digger who had sold them a claim for 50/ one
morning, hammered the pegs into the soft ground
the same day, and then “jumped the claim” on the
pretence that it was not ‘pegged out.” This was
too much for the Chinese owner, who tomahawked
the digger on the spot. The English at once fired
the Chinese town, and even attacked the English
driver of a coach for conveying Chinamen on his
vehicle. Some diggers in North Queensland are said
to have kept bloodhounds for the purpose of hunting
Chinamen for sport, as the rowdies of the old country
hunt cats with terriers.

On the older gold-fields, such as those of Sand-
hurst and Castlemaine, the hatred of the English for
the Chinese lies dormant, but it is not the less strong
for being free from physical violence. The woman
in a baker’s shop near Sandhurst, into which I went
to buy a roll for lunch, shuddered when she told
me of one or two recent marriages between Irish
““ Biddies” and some of the wealthiest Chinese.

The man against whom all this hatred and suspi-
cion is directed is no ill-conducted rogue or villain.
The chief of the police at Sandhurst said that the
Chinese werd@ ‘‘ the best of ,citizens ;” a member of the
Victorian Parliament, res‘dent on the very edge of
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their quarter at Geelong, spoke of the yellow men
to me as “well-behaved and frugal ;” the Registrar-
General told me that there is less crime, great or
small, among the Chinese, than among any equal
number of English in the colony.

The Chinese are not_denied civil rights in Victoria,
as they have been in California. Their testimony is
accepted in the courts against that of whites; they
may become naturalized, and then can vote. Some
twenty or thirty of them, out of 30,000, have been
naturalized in Victoria up to the present time.

That the Chinese in Australia look upon their stay
in the gold-fields as merely temporary is clear from
the character of their restaurants, which are singu-
larly inferior to those of San Francisco. The best
in the colonies is one near Castlemaine, but even
this is small and poor. Shark’s fin is an unheard-of
luxury, and even puppy you would have to order.
“ Silk-worms fried in castor-oil” is the colonial idea
of a Chinese delicacy ; yet the famous sea-slug is an
inhabitant of Queensland waters, and the Gulf of
Carpentaria.

From Sandhurst northwards, the country, known
as Elysium Flats, becomes level, and is wooded in
patches, like the “oak-opening” prairies of Wisconsin
and Illinois. Within fifty miles of Echuca, the
line comes out of the forest on to a vast prairie,
on which was a marvellous mirage of water and
trees at various step-like levels. From the other
window of the compartment, carriage (sadly hot and
airless after the, American cars), I saw the thin" dry .
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yellow grass on fire for a dozen miles. The smoke
from these * bush-fires” sometimes extends for hun-
dreds of miles to sea. In steaming down from
Sydney to Wilson’s Promontory on my way to Mel-
bourne, we passed through a -column of smoke about
a mile in width when off Weolongong, ncar Botany
Bay, and never lost sight of it, as it lay in a
dense brown mass upon the sea, until we rounded
Cape Howe, two hundred miles farther to the
southward.

The fires on these great plains are caused by the
dropping of fusees by travellers as they ride along
smoking their pipes, Australian fashion, or else by
the spreading of the fires from their camps. The most
ingenious stories are invented by the colonists to pre-
vent us from throwing doubt upon their carefulness,
and I was told at Echuca that the late fires had been
caused by the concentration of the sun’s rays upon
spots of grass owing to the accidental conversion into
burning-glasses of beer-bottles that had been suffered
- to lie about. Whatever their cause, the fires, in con-
junction with the heat, have made agricultural settle-
ment upon the Murray a lottery. The week before
my visit, some ripe oats at Echuca had been cut down
to stubble by the hot wind, and farmers are said to
count upon the success of only -one harvest in every
three seasons. On the other hand, the Victorian
apricots, shrivelled by the hot wind, are so many
lumps of crystallized nectar when you plerce their
thick outer® coats.

Defymg the sun, I started off to the banks of the
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Murray river, not without some regret at the absence
of the continuous strect verandahs which in Melbourne
form a first step towards the Italian piazza. One
may be deceived by trifles when the character of an
unknown region is at stake. Before recaching the
country, I had read, “Steam-packet Hotel, Esplanade,
Iichuca ;” and, though cxperiences on the Ohio had
taught me to put no trust in *packets and hotels,”
yet I had somehow come to the belief that the Murray
must be a second Missouri at least, if not a Mississippi.
The “esplanade” I found to be a myth, and the
“fleet” of “steam-packets” was drawn up in a long
line upon the mud, there being in this summer
weather no water in which it could float. The
Murray in February is a strcamless ditch, which in
America, if known and named at all, would rank as
a tenth-rate river.

The St. Lawrence is 2,200 miles in length, and
its tributary, the Ottawa, 1,000 miles in length, itself
receives a tributary stream, the Gatineau, with a
course of 420 miles. At 217 miles from its confluence
with the Ottawa, the Gatinecau is still 1,000 feet
in width. At Albfry,” which even in winter is the
hcad of navigation on the Murray, you are only
some 600 or 700 miles by river from the open sea, or
about the same distance as from Memphis in Tennessee
to the mouth of the Mississippi.

During six months of the year, however, the
Murray is for wool-carrying purposes an important
river. The railway to Echpca has tappg¢d the river
system in the, Victorians’ favour, and Melbourne

VOL. TT. D '
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has become the port of the back country of New
South Wales, and even Queensland. * The Riverina
is commercially annexed” to Victoria, said the
premier of New South Wales while I was in that
colony, and the “ Riverina” means that portion of
New South Wales which lies between the Lachlan,
the Murrumbidgee, and the Murray, to the northward
of Echuca.

Returning to the inn to escape the sun, I took up
the Riverina Herald, published at Echuca; of its
twenty-four columns, nineteen and a half are occupied
by the eternal sheep in one shape or another. A
representation of Jason’s fleece stands at the head of
the title ; “ wool” is the first word in the first line of
the body of the paper. More than half of the adver-
tisements are those of wool-brokers, or clse of the
fortunate possessors of specifies that will cure the
scab. One disinfectant compound is certified to by no
less than seventeen inspectors ; another is puffed by a
notice informing flock-masters that, in cases of foot-
rot, the advertiser goes upon the principle of “ no
cure, no pay.” One firm makes “liberal advances on
the ensuing clip ;” another is prepared to do the like
upon “ pastoral securities.” «Ship-chandlers, regardless.
of associations, advertisc in one line their bread
and foot-rot ointment, their biscuit and sheep-wash
solution ; and the last of the advertisements upon the
front page is that of an ¢ agent for the sale of fat.”
The body of the paper contains complaints against the
judges at a recent show, of wool, and an account of
the faising of a sawyer “ 120 feet in lgngth and 23 feet
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in girth ” by the new “ snagboat” working to clear out
the river for the floating down of the next wool-clip.
Whole columns of small type arc filled with “im-
pounding” lists, containing brief descriptions of all
the strayed cattle of each district. The technicalities
of the distinctive marks are surprising. Who not to
the manner born can make much of this: ¢ Blue and
white cow, cock horns, 22 off-rump, IL off-ribs ¥’ or of
this: “ Strawbélry stag, top off off-ear, J. C. over 4
off-rump, like H. G. conjoined near loin and rump ?”
This, again, is difficult: “ Swallow tail, off-car, D
reversed and illegible over I off-ribs, PT off-rump.”
What is a “Dblue strawberry bull?” is a question
which occurred to me. Again, what a phenomenon is
this: “ White cow, writing capital A off-shoulder ?”
A paragraph relates the burning of ¢ 10,000/, worth
of country near Gambier,” and advertisements of
Colt’s revolvers and quack medicines complete the
shect. The paper shows that for the most part the
colonists here, as in New Zealand, have had the
wisdom to adopt the poetic native names of places,
and even to use them for towns, strcets, and ships.
Of the Panama liners, the Rakaia and Maitoura
bear the names of rivers, the Ruahiné and the
Karkoura, names of mountain ranges; and the
colonial boats have for the most part familiar Maori
or Australian names ; for instance, Rangitoto, * hill of
hills,” and Rangitiria, * great and good.” The New
Zealand colonists are better off than the Australian in
this respect : Wongawonga, Yarrayarra, and Wooloo-
mooloo are negt inviting ; and some of the Aﬁstralian
D 2
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villages have still stranger names. Nindooinbah is a
station in Southern Queensland ; Yallack-a-yallack,
Borongorong, Bunduramongee, Jabbarabbara, Thuro-
roolong, Yalla-y-poora, Yanac-a-Yanac, Wuid Ker-
ruick, Woolonguwoong-wrinan, Woori Yalloak, and
Borhoneyghurk, are stations in Victoria. The only
leader in the Herald is on the meat question, but
there is in a letter an account of the Christmas festivi-
ties at Melbourne, which contains much merry-making
at the expense of * unacclimatised new chums,” as
fresh comers to the colonies are called. The writer
speaks rapturously of the rush on Christmas-day from
the hot, dry, dusty streets to the ‘ golden fields of
waving corn.” The ‘ exposed nature of the Royal
Park” prevented many excursionists from picnicking
there, as they had intended ; but we read on, and find
that the exposure dreaded was not to cold, but to the
terrible hot wind which swept from the plains of the
north-west, and scorched up every blade of grass in
the open spots. We hear of Christmas dinners eaten
upon the grass at Richmond in the sheltered shade of
the gum-forest, but in the Botanical Gardens the
“ plants had been much affected by the trying heat.”
However, “the weather on Boxing-day was more
favourable for open-air enjoyment,” as the thermo-
meter was only 98° in the shade.

Will ever New Zealand or Australian bards spring
up to write of the pale primroses that in September
commence to peep out from under the melting snows,
and to make men look forward to the blazing heat
and the long December days? Strangely enough,
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the only English poem which an Australian lad can
read without laughing at the old country conceit that
connects frost with January, and hot weather with
July, is Thomson’s “Seasons,” for in its long de-
scriptions of the changes in England from spring to
summer, from autumn to winter, a month is only.
once named: “rosy-footed May” cannot be said to
“steal blushing on” in Australia, where May answers
to our November.

In the afternoon, I ventured out again, and
strolled into the gum-forest on the banks of the
Campaspe river, not believing the reports of the
ferocity of the Victorian bunyips and alligators which
have lately scared the squatters who dwell on creeks.
The black trees, relieved upon a ground of white dust
and yellow grass, were not inviting, and the scorching
heat soon taught me to hate the shadeless boughs
and ragged bark of the inevitable gum. It had not
rained for nine weeks at the time of my visit,
and the thermometer stood at 116° in the shade,
but there was nothing oppressive in the heat; it
seemed only to dry up the juices of the frame, and
dazzle you with intense brightness. I soon came to
agree with a newly-landed Irish gardener, who told
a friend of mine that Australia was a strange country,
for he could not see that the thermometer had “the
slightest effect upon the heat.” The blaze is healthy,
and fevers are unknown in the Riverina, decay of
noxious matter, animal or vegetable, being arrested
during summer by the drought. Thig is a hot year,
for on the 12th of Jaduary the thermometer, even
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at the Melbourne Observatory, registered 108° in
the shade, and 123° in the shade was registered at
‘Wentworth, near the confluence of the Murray and
the Darling.

As the afternoon drew on, and, if not the heat,
at least the sun declined, the bell-birds ceased their
tuneful chiming, and the forest was vocal only with
the ceaseless chirp of the tree-cricket, whose note
recalled the goatsucker of our English woods. The
Australian landscapes show best by the red light of
‘the hot-weather sunsets, when the dark feathery
foliange of the gum-trees comes out in exquisite
relicf upon the fiery fogs that form the sky, and
the yellow earth, gaining a tawny hue in the lurid
glare, throws off a light resembling that which in
winter 1s reflected from our English snows. At
sunsct there was a calm, but, as I turned to walk
homeward, the hot wind sprang up, and died again,
while the trees sighed themselves uneasily to sleep,
as though fearful of the morrow’s blast.

A night of heavy heat was followed by a breathless
dawn, and the scorching sun returned in all its
redness to burn up once more the earth, not cooled
from the glare of yesterday. Englishmen must be
bribed by enormous gains before they will work
with continuous toil in such a climate, however
healthy.
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CHAPTER 1IV.
SQUATTER ARISTOCRACY.

“WHAT is a Colonial Conservative?” is a question
that used to be daily put to a Victorian friend of
mine when he was in London, His answer, he told
me, was always, “A statesman who has got four of
the ‘points’ of the People’s Charter, and wants to
conserve them ;” but as used in Victoria, the term
““ Conservative ” expresses the feeling less of a political
party than of the whole of the people who have any-
thing whatever to lose. Those who have something
object to giving a share in the Government to those
who have nothing ; those who have much, object to
political equality with those who have less; and, not
content with having won a tremendous victory in
basing the Upper House upon a 5,0007 qualification
and 100/ frechold or 300l. leasehold franchise, the
plutocracy are meditating attacks upon the Legislative
Assembly.

The democracy hold out undauntedly, refusing all
monetary tests, though an intelligence basis for the
franchise is by no means out of favour, except with
the few who cannot read or write. One day, when I
was driving from Melbourne to Sandridge, iy com-
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pany with a colonial merchant, he asked our car-
driver: “Now, tell me fairly: do you think these
rogues of fellows that hang about the shore here ought
to have votes ?” “No, I don’t.” “ Ah, you'd like to
see a bs. fee on registration, wouldn’t you?” The
answer was sharp enough in its tone. “ Five shillings
would be nothing to you; it would be something to
me, and it would be more than my brother could pay.
What I'd do would be to say that those who couldn’t
read shouldn’t vote—that’s all. That would keep out
the loafers.”

The plutocratic party is losing, not gaining, ground
in Victoria ; it is far more likely that the present ge-
neration will see the Upper House abolished than that
it will witness the introduction of restrictions upon
the manhood suftrage which exists for the Lower ; but
there is one branch of the plutocracy which actively
carries on the fight in all the colonies, and which
claims to control society—the pastoral tenants of
Crown lands, or Squatter Aristocracy.

The word “squatter” has undergone a remarkable
change of meaning since the time when it denoted
those who stole Government land, and built their
dwellings on it. As late as 1837, squatters were
defined by the Chief Justick of New South Wales
as people occupying lands without legal title, and
subject to a fine on discovery. They were described
as living by bartering rum with convicts for stolen
goods, and as being themselves invariably convicts
or “expirees.” Escaping suddenly from these low
associagions, the word came to be applied to graziers
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who drove their flocks into the unsettled interior,
and thence to those of them who received leases
from the Crown of pastoral lands.

The squatter is the nabob of Mclbourne and Sydney,
the inexhaustible mine of wealth. He patronises balls,
promenade concerts, flower-shows ; he is the mainstay
of the great clubs, the joy of the shopkeepers, the good
angel of the hotels ; without him the opera could not
be kept up, and the jockey-club would dic a natural
death.

Neither squatters nor townsfolk will admit that
this view of the former’s position is correct. The
Victorian squatters tell you that they have been ruined
by confiscation, but that their neighbours in New
South Wales, who have lcases, arc more prosperous ;
in New South Wales, they tell you of the destruction
of the squatters by *free selection,” of which there is
none in Queensland, ¢ the squatter’s paradise;” but
in Queensland the squatters protest that they have
never made wages for their personal work, far less
interest upon their capital. “Not one of us in ten is
solvent,” is their cry.

As sweeping assertions are made by the townsfolk
upon the other side. Thg squatters, they sometimes
say, may well set up to be a great landed aristocracy,
for they have every fault of a dominant caste except
its generous vices. They are accused of piling up vast
hoards of wealth while living a most penurious life,
and contributing less than would so many mechanics
to the revenue of the country, in order tha$ they may
return in later life to England, there to spend ¥hat
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they have wrung from the soil of Victoria or New
South Wales.

The occupation of the whole of the Crown lands by
~ squatters has prevented the making of railways to be
paid for in land, on the American system ; but the
chief of all the evils connected with squatting is the
tendency to the accumulation in a few hands of all the
land and all the pastoral wealth of the country, an
extreme danger in the face of democratic institutions,
such as those of Victoria and New South Wales.
Remembering that manufactures are few, the swelling
of the cities shows how the pcople have been kept
from the land ; considerably more than half of the
population of Victoria lives within the corporate
towns,

A few years back, a thousand men held between
them, on nominal rents, forty million acres out of the
forty-three and a half million—mountain and swamp
excluded—of which Victoria consists. It is true that
the amount so held has now decreased to thirty million,
but on the other hand the squatters have bought vast
tracts which were formerly within their “runs,” with
the capital acquired in squatting, and, knowing the
country better than others could know it, have selected
the most valuable land.

The colonial democracy in 1860 and the succeeding
years rose to a sense of its danger from the land
monopoly, and began to search about for means to put
it down, and to destroy at the same time the system
of holding from the Crown; for it is singular that
while in England there seems to be springing up a



1v.] SQUATTER ARISTOCRACY: 43

popular movement in favour of the nationalisation of
the land, in the most democratic of the Australian
colonies the tendency is from Crown-land tenure to-
wards individual freehold ownership of the soil. Yet,
here in Victoria there was a fair field to start upon,
for the land already belonged to the State—the first of
the principles included under the phrase, nationalised
land. In America, again, we see that, with the
similar advantage of State possession of territories
which are still fourteen times the size of the French
Empire, there is little or no tendency towards agita-
tion for the continuance of State ownership. In
short, freehold ownership seems dear to the Anglo-
Saxon race; while the national land plan would
commend itself rather to the Celtic races: to the
Highlander, who remembers clanship, to the Irishman,
who regrets the Sept.

Since the Radicals have been in power, both here
and in New South Wales, they have carried Act after
Act to encourage agricultural settlers on freehold
tenure, at the expense of the pastoral squatters. The
“free selection” plan, now in operation in New South
Wales, allows the agricultural settler to buy, but at a
fixed price, the freehold of a patch of land, provided it
be over forty acres and less than 320, anywhere he
pleases—even in the middle of a squatter’s ““run,” if
he enters at once, and commences to cultivate ; and
the Land Act of 1862 provides that the squatting
licence system shall entirely end with the year 1869.
Forgetting that in every lease the Government reserved
the power of terminating the agreement for the purpose
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of the sale of land, the squatters complain that free
selection is but confiscation, and that they are at the
mercy of a pack of cattle-stealers and horse-thieves,
who roam through the country haunting their runs
like “ ghosts,” taking up the best land on their runs,
“picking the eyes out of the land,” and turning to
graze anywhere, on the richest grass, the sheep and
cattle they have stolen on their way. The best of
them, they say, are but “ cockatoo farmers,” living from
hand to mouth on what they manage to grub and
grow. On the other hand, the “free sclection ” prin-
ciple “up country ” is tempered by the power of the
wealthy squatter to impound the cattle of the poor
little freeholder whenever he pleases to say that they
stray on to his “run ;” indeed, “ Pound them off, or
if you can’t, buy them off,” has become a much-used
phrase. The squatter, too, is protected in Victoria by
such provisions as that “improvements” by him, if
over 40l. on forty acres, cover an acre of land for each
1l. The squatters are themselves buying largely of
land, and thus profiting by the free selection. To a
stranger 1t seems as though the interests of the squatter
have been at least sufficiently cared for, remembering
the vital necessity for, immediate action. In 1865,
Victoria, small as she is, had not sold a tenth of her
land. | .

In her free selectors, Victoria will gain a class of
citizens whose political views will contrast sharply
with the strong anti-popular sentiments of the squat-
ters, and who, instead of spending their lives as
Absentees, will stay, they and their children, upon the
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land, and spend all they make within the colony, while
their sons add to its labouring ams.

Since land has been, even to a limited extent, thrown
open, Victoria has suddenly ceased to be a wheat-
importing, and become a wheat-exporting country ;
and flourishing agricultural communities, such as those
of Ceres, Clunes, Kyneton, are springing up on every
side, growing wheat instead of wool, while the wide
extension which has in Victoria been given to the
principle of local self-government in the shape of
shire-councils, road-boards, and village-municipalities,
allows of the union of the whole of the advantages of
small and great farming, under the unequalled system
of small holdings, and co-operation for improvements
among the holders.
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CHAPTER V.

COLONIAL DEMOCRACY.

PayMENT of members by the State was the great
question under debate in the Lower House during
much of the time I spent in Melbourne, and, in spite
of all the efforts of the Victorian democracy, the bill
was lost. The objection taken at home, that payment
degrades the House in the eyes of the people, could
never arise in a new country, where a practical nation
looks at the salaries as payment for work done, and
obstinately refuses to believe in the work being done
without payment in some shape or other. In these
colonies, the rcasons in favour of payment are far
stronger than they are in Canada or America, for
while there country or town share equally the diffi-
cultics of finding representatives who will consent to
travel hundreds and thousands of miles to Ottawa
or Washington ; in the Australias, Parliament sits in
towns which contain from onc-sixth to one-fourth of
the whole population, and under a non-payment system
power is thrown entirely into the hands of Melbourne,
Sydney, Perth, Brisbane, Adelaide, and Hobarton.
Not only do these cities return none but their own
citizens; but the country districts, often unable to find
within their limits men who have sufficient time and
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money to be able to attend throughout the sessions at
the capital, elect the city traders to represent them.

Payment of members was met by a proposition on
the part of the leader of the squatter party in the
Upper House to carry it through that assembly if the
Lower House would introduce the principle of per-
sonal representation ; but it was objected that under
such a system the Catholics, who form a fifth of the
population, might, if they chose, return a fifth of the
members. That they ought to be able to do so never
seemed to strike friend or foe. The Catholics, who
had a long turn of power under the O’Shaughnessey
Government, were finally driven out for appointing
none but Irishmen to the police. “I always said this.
Ministry would go out on the back of a policeman,”
was the comment of the Opposition wit. The present
Ministry, which is Scotch in tone, was hoisted into
officc by a great coalition against the Irish Catholics,
of whom there are only a handful in the House.

The subject of national education, which was before
the colony during my visit, also brought the Catholics
prominently forward ; for an episcopal pastoral was
read in all their churche} threatening to visit ecclesi-
astical censure upon Catholic teachers in the common
schools, and upon the parents of the children who
attend them. * Godless education ”is as little popular
here as it used to be at home, and the Anglican and
Catholic clergymen insist that it is proposed to make
their people pay heavily for an education in which it
would be contrary to their conscience to fhare; but
the laymen seem less distressed than their pastors. "It
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has been said that the reason why the Catholic bishop
declined to be examined before the Education Com-
mission was that he was afraid of this question: “ Are
you aware that half the Catholic children in the
country are attending schools which you condemn ?”

The most singular, perhaps, of the spectacles pre-
sented by colonial politics during my visit was that of
the Victorian Upper House going deliberately into
coramittee to consider its own constitution, with the
view of introducing a bill for its own reform, or to
meditate, its cnemies said, upon self-destruction.
Whether the blow comes from within or without,
there is every probability that the Upper House will
shortly disappear, and the advice of Milton and
Franklin be followed in having but a single chamber.
It is not unlikely that this step will be followed by
the demand of the Victorians to be allowed to choose
their own Governor, subject to his approval by the
Queen, with a view to making it impossible that
needy men should be sent out to suck the colony, as
they sometimes have been in the past. The Austra-
lians look upon the liberal expenditure of a Governor
as their own liberality, but upon meanness on his part
as a robbery from themselves.

The Victorian have a singular advantage over
the American democrats in being unhampered by «.
constitution of antiquity and renown. Constitution-
tinkering is here continual; the new society is ever
re-shaping its political institutions to keep pace with
the: latest developments of the national mind ; in
America, the party of liberty, at this moment engaged
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in remoulding in favour of freedom the worn-out con-
stitution, dares not even yet declare that the national
good is its aim, but keeps to the old watchwords,
and professes to be treading in the footsteps of George
Washington.

The tone of Victorian democracy is not American.
There is the defiant ?vay of taking care of themselves
and ignoring their neighbours, characteristic of the
founders of English plantations in all parts of the
world—the spirit which prompted the passing, in
1852, of the Act prohibiting the admission to the
colony of convicts for three years after they had
received their pardons; but the Engliih race here is
not Latinised as it is in America. If it were, Austra-
lian democracy would not be so “shocking” to the
squatters. Democracy, like Mormonism, would be
nothing if found among Frenchmen or people with
black faces, but it is at first sight very terrible, when
it smiles on you from between a pair of rosy York-
shire cheeks.

The political are- not greater than the social
differences between Australia and Amnrerica. Austra-
lian society resembles English middle-class society ;
the people have, in matters .of literature and religion,
tastes and feelings similar to those which pervade
such communities as Birmingham or Manchester. On
the other hand, the vices of America are those of
aristocracies ; her virtues, those of a landed republic.
Shop and factory are still in the second rank ; wheat
and corn still the prevailing powers. In all the
Australian colonies, land is coming to the front: for

VOL. II. E
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the second time under a system of small holdings ;
but it is doubtful whether, looking to the size of
Melbourne, the landed democracy will ever outvote
the town-folk in Victoria.

That men of ability and character are proscribed
has been one of the charges brqpght against colonial
democracy. For my part, I found gathered in Mel-
bourne, at the University, at the Observatory, at the
Botanical Garden, and at the Government offices, men
of the highest scientific attainments, drawn from all
parts of the world, and tempted to Australia by large
salaries voted by the democracy. The statesmen of all
the colonies are well worthy of the posts they hold.
Mr. Macalister, in Queensland, and Mr. Martin, at
Sydney, are excellent debaters. Mr. Parkes, whose
biography would be the typical history of a successful
colonist, and who has fought his way up from the
position of a Birmingham artisan free-emigrant to
that of Colonial Secretary of New South Wales, is
an able writer. The business powers of the present
Colonial Treasurer of New South Wales are remark-
able ; and Mr. Higinbotham, the Attorney-General of
Victoria, possesses a fund of experience and a power
of foresight which it would be hard to equal at home.
Many of the ministers in all the colonies are men
who have worked themselves up from the ranks, and
it is amusing to notice the affected horror with which
their antecedents are recalled by those who have
brought out a pedigree from the old country. A
‘Government clerk in one of the colonies told me,
ifhat the three last ministers at the head of his
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department had been ‘“so low in the social scale,
that my wife could not visit theirs,”

Class animosity runs much higher, and drives its
roots far deeper into private life in Vietoria than in
any other English-speaking country I have seen.
Political men of dlstmctlon are shunned by their
opponents in the streets and clubs ; ; and, instead of
its being possible to differ on politics and yet con-
tinue friends, as in the old country, I have seen
men in Victoria refuse to sit down to dinner with
a statesman from whose views on land questions
they happened to dissent. A man once warned me
solemnly against dining with a quiet grave old gentle-
man, on the ground that he was ‘ a most dangerous
radical—a perfect firebrand.”

Treated in this way, it is not strange that the
democratic ministers and members stand much upon
their dignity, and Colonial Parliaments are not only as
haughty as the parent assembly at Westminster, but
often inclined to assert their privileges by the most
arbitrary of means. A few weeks before I arrived
in Melbourne, a member of the staff of the Argus
newspaper was given upeby the proprietors to soothe
the infuriated assembly. Having got him, the great
question of what to do with him arose, and he was
placed in a vault with a grated window, originally
built for prisoners of the House, but which had been
temporarily made use of as a coal-hole. Such a
disturbance was provoked by the alleged barbanty
of this proceeding, that the prisoner was taken to a
capital room up stairs, where he gave dmner-parhes

E 2 |
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every day. His opponents said the great difficulty
was to get rid of him, for he seemed to be perma-
nently located in the Parliament House, and that,
when they ordered his liberation, his friends insisted
that it should not take place until he had been
carried down to the coal-hole cell which he had
occupied the first day, and there photographed
“ through the dungeon bars” as the “ martyr of the
- Assembly.”

Though both Victoria and New South Wales are
democratic, there is a great difference between the
two democracics. In New South Wales, I found not
a democratic so much as a mixed country, containing
a large and wealthy class with aristocratic prejudices,
but governed by an intensely democratic majority—
a country not unlike the State of Maryland. On the
other hand, the interest which attaches to the political
condition of Victoria is extreme, since it probably pre-
sents an accurate view, “in little,” of the state of
society which will exist in England, after many steps
towards social democracy have been taken, but
before the nation as a whole has become completely
democratic.

' One of the best features of the colonial democracy is
its earnestness in the cause of edication. In England
it is one of our worst national peculiarities that, what-
ever our station, we either are content with giving
children an “ education” which is absolutely wanting in
any real training for the mind, or aid to the brain in
its development, or else we give them a schooling which
is & mere preparation for the Bar or Church, for it has
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always been considered with us that it is a far greater
matter to be a solicitor or a curate than to be wise
or happy. This is, -of course, a consequence partly
of the energy of the race, and partly of our aristo-
cratic form of society, which leads every member of
a class to be continually trying to get into the class
immediately above it in wealth or standing. In the
colonies, as in the United States, the democratic form
which society has taken, has carried with it the con-
tinental habit of thought upon educational matters,
so that it would seem as though the form of society
influenced this question much more than the energy
of the race, which is rather heightened than depressed
in these new countries. The English Englishman
says, “If T send Dick to a good school, and scrape
up money enough to put him into a profession, even
if he don’t make much, at least he’ll be a gentleman.”
The Australian or democratic Englishman says, “ Tom
must have good schooling, and must make the most
of it ; but I'll not have him knocking about in broad-
cloth, and earning nothing ; so no profession for him ;
but let him make money like me, and mayhap get
a few acres more land.”

Making allowance for the thinness of population
in the bush, education in Victoria is extremely general
among the children, and is directed by local com-
mittees with success, although the members of the
boards are often themselves destitute of all know-
ledge except that which tells them that education

will do their children good. Mr. Geary, ah 'inSpector-
of schools told the Clommissioners that he had
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examined one school where not a single member of
the local committee could write ; but these immigrant
fathers do their duty honestly towards the children
for all their ignorance, and there is every chance
that the schools will grow and grow until their
influence on behalf of freedom becomes as marked
in Victoria as it ever has been in Massachusetts.
Education has a great advantage in countries where
political rights are widely extended : in the colonies,
as in America, there is a spirit of political life astir
throughout the country, and newspapers and public
meetings continue an education throughout life which
in England ceases at twelve, and gives place to
driving sheep to paddocks, and shouting at rooks
in a wheatfield.

There is nothing in the state of the Victorian schools
to show what will be the type of the next generation,
but there are many reasons for believing that the
present disorganization of colonial society will only
cease with the attainment of complete democracy
or absolute equality of conditions, which must be
produced by the already democratic institutions in
little more than a generation. The squatter class
will disappear as agriculture drives sheep-farming
from the field, and, on the other hand, the town
democracy will adopt a tone of manly independence
instead of one of brag and bluster, when education
makes them that which at present they are not—the
equals of the wealthy farmers,

- It has ‘been justly peinted out that one of the worst
dangérs of democracy is the crushing influence of
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public opinion upon individuality, and many wha
have written upon America have assumed that the
tendency has already shown itself there. I had
during my stay in the United States arrived at the
contrary opinion, and come to believe that in no
country in the world is eccentricity, moral and re-
ligious, so ripe as in America, in no country indi-
viduality more strong ; but, ascribing to intermixture
of foreign  blood this apparently abnormal departure
from the assumed democratic shape of society, I
looked forward to the prospect of secing the over-
whelming force of the opinion of the majority ex-
hibited in all its hideousness in the democratic
colonies, I was as far from discovering the monster
as I had been in America, for I soon found that,
although there may be little intellectual unrest in
Australia, there is marvellous variety of manners.
There is in our colonies no trace of that multiplica-
tion of creeds which characterises America, and which
is said to be everywhere the result of the abolition
of Establishments. . In Victoria, eighty per cent. of
the whites belong to either Episcopalians, Catholics, or
Presbyterians, and almosé all of the remainder to the
well-known English, Churches ; nothing is heard of
such sects as the hundreds that have sprung up in
New England—Hopkinsians, Universalists, Osgoodites,
Rogerenes, Come-Outers, Non-Resistants, and the like.
The Australian democrat likes to pray as his father
prayed before him, and is strongly conservative in
his ecclesiastic affairs, It may be the absence in
Australia of enthusiastic religion which accounts*for
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the want among the country folk of the peculiar gen-
tleness of manner which distinguishes the farmer
in America. Climate may have its effect upon the
voice ; the influence of the Puritan and Quaker in
the early history of the thirteen States, when manners
were moulded and the national life shaped for good
or harm, may have permanently affected the descend-
ants of the early settlers; but everywhere in Amgrica
I noticed that the most perfect dignity and repose of
manner was found in districts where the passionate
religious systems had their strongest hold.

There is no trace in the colonies at present of that
love for general ideas which takes America away from
England in philosophy, and sets her with the Latin
and Celtic races on the side of France. The tendency
is said to follow on democracy, but it would be better
said that democracy is itself one of these general ideas.
Democracy in ‘the colonies is at present an accident,
and nothing more ; it rests upon no basis of reasoning,
but upon a fact. The first settlers were active, bust-
ling men of fairly even rank or wealth, none of whom
could brook the leadership of any other. The only
way out of the difficulty was the adoption of the
rule “All of us to be equal, and the majority to
govern ;” but there is no conception of the nature
of democracy, as the unfortunate Chinese have long
since discovered: The colonial democrats understand
“democracy ” as little as the party which takes the
name in the United States; but there is at present
no such party in the colonies as the great republican
party of America.
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Democracy cannot always remain an accident in
Australia : where once planted, it never fails to fix
its roots; but even in America its growth has been
extremely slow. There is at present in Victoria and
New South Wales a general admission among the
men of the existence of equality of conditions, to-
gether with a perpetual rebellion on the part of their
wigge to defeat democracy, and to re-introduce the
old ‘“colonial court” society, and resulting class
divisions. The consequence of this distinction is that
the women are mostly engaged in elbowing their way ;
while among their husbands there is no such thing
as the pretending to a style, a culture, or a wealth
that the pretender does not possess, for the reason
that no male colonist admits the possibility of the
existence of a social superior. Like the American
‘“ democrat,” the Australian will admit that there
may be any number of grades below him, so long
as you allow that he is at the top; but no re-
publican can be stauncher in the matter of his own
equality with the best.

There is no sign that in Australia any more than in
America there will spring #p a centre of opposition to
the dominant majority ; but there is as little evidence
that the majority will even unwittingly abuse its
power. It is the fashion to say that for a State to be
intellectually great and noble, there must be within it
a nucleus of opposition to the dominant principles of
the time and place, and that the best and noblest
minds, the intellects the most seminal, have invariably
belonged to men who formed part of such a group.
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It may be doubted whether this assumed necessity for
opposition to the public will is not characteristic of a
terribly imperfect state of society and government.
It is chiefly because the world has never had expe-
rience of a national life at once throbbing with the
pulse of the whole people, and completely tolerant not
only in law but in opinion of sentiments the most
divergent from the views of the majority—firm inthe
pursuit of truths already grasped, but ready to seize
with avidity upon new ; gifted with a love of order,
yet prepared to fit itself to shifting circumstances—
that men continue to look with complacency upon
the enormous waste of intellectual power that occurs
when a germ of truth such as that contained in the
doctrines of the Puritans finds development and
acceptance only after centuries have passed.

Australia will start unclogged by slavery to try this
experiment for the world.
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CHAPTER VI
PROTECTION.

THE greatest of all democratic stumbling-blocks is
said to be Protection.

‘“ Encourage native industry!” the colonial shop-
keepers write up ; “Show your patriotism, and buy
colonial goods!” is painted in huge letters on a shop-
front at Castlemaine. In England, some unscrupulous
traders, we are told, write “ From Paris” over their
English goods, but such dishonesty in Victoria takes
another shape; there we have “ Warranted colonial
made ” placed over imported wares, for many will pay
a higher price for a colonial product confessedly not
more than equal to the foreign, such is the rage for
Native Industry, and the hatred of the “ Antipodean
doctrine of Free Trade.”

Many former colonists who live at home persuade
themselves, and unfortunately persuade also the public
in England, that the Protectionists are weak in the
colonies. So far is this from being the case in either
Victoria or New South Wales, that in the former
colony I found that in the Lower House the Free
Traders formed but three-elevenths of the Assembly,
and in New South Wales the pastoral temtnts of the
Crown may be said to stand alone in their support of
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Free Trade. Some of the squatters go so far as to
declare that.none of the public men of the colonies
really believe in the advantages of Protection, but
that they dishonestly accept the principle, and under-
take to act upon it when in office, in order to secure
the votes of an ignorant majority of labourers, who
are themselves convinced that Protection means high
wages.

It would seem as though we Free Traders had
become nearly as bigoted in favour of Free Trade as
our former opponents were in favour of Protection.
Just as they used to say “ We are right; why argue
the question ?” so now, in face of the support of
Protection by all the greatest minds in America, all
the first statesmen of the Australias, we tell the New
England and the Australian politicians that we will
not discuss Protection with them, because there can
be no two minds about it among men of intelligence
and education. We will hear no defence of “ national
lunacy,” we say.

If, putting aside our prejudices, we consent to argue
with an Australian or American Protectionist, we find
ourselves in difficulties. All*the ordinary arguments

against the compelling people by Act of Parliament to
consume a dearer or inferior article are admitted as

soon as they are urged. If you attempt to prove that
Protection is bolstered up by those whose private
interests it subserves, you are shown the shrewd Aus-
tralian diggers and the calculating Western farmers
in America—men whose pocket interest is wholly
oppdsed to Protection, and who yet, almost to a man,
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support it. A digger at Ballarat defended Protection
to me in this way : he said he knew that under a
protective tariff he had to pay dearer than would
otherwise be the case for his jacket and his moleskin
trousers, but that he preferred to do. this, as by so
doing he aided in building up in the colony such
trades as the making-up of clothes, in which his
brother and other men physically too weak to be
diggers could gain an honest living. In short, the
self-denying Protection of the Australian diggers is of
the character of that which would be accorded to the
glaziers of a town by the citizens, if they broke their
windows to find their fellow-townsmen work : “ We
know we lose, but men must live,” they say. At the
same time they deny that the loss will be enduring.
The digger tells you that he should not mind a
continuing pocket loss, but that, ag a matter of fact,
this, which in an old country would be pocket loss, in
a new country such as his only comes to this—that it
forms a check on immigration. Wages being 5s. a
day in Victoria and 3s. a day in England, workmen
would naturally flock into Victoria from England until
wages in Melbourne fell £o 3s. 6d. or 4s. Here comes
in prohibition, and by increasing the cost of living in
Victoria, and cutting into the Australian handicrafts-
man’s margin of luxuries, diminishes the temptation
to-immigration, and consequently the influx itself.
The Western farmers in America, I have heard,
defend Protection upon far wider grounds: they admit
that Free Trade would conduce to the most rapid
‘possible peopling of their co'untry with foreign *im-
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migrants ; but this, they say, is an eminently un-
desirable conclusion. They prefer to pay a heavy tax
in the increased price of everything they consume,
and in the greater cost of labour, rather than see their
country denationalized by a rush of Irish or Germans,
or their political institutions endangered by a still
further increase in the size and power of New York.
One old fellow said to me: “I don’t want the Ameri-
cans in 1900 to be 200 millions, but I want them to
be happy.”

The American Protectionists point to the danger
that their countrymen would run unless town kept
pace with country population. Settlers would pour off
to the west, and drain the juices of the fertile land by
cropping it year after year, without fallow, without
manure, and then, as the land became in a few years
exhausted, would have nowhere whither to turn to
find the fertilizers which the soil would need. Were
they to depend upon agriculture alone, they would
sweep in a wave across the land, leaving behind them
a worn out, depopulated, jungle-covered soil, open to
future settlement, when its lands should have re-
covered their fertility, by some other and more pro-
vident race. The coastlands of most ancient countries
are exhausted, densely bushed, and uninhabited. In
this fact lies the power of our sailor race: crossing the
seas, we occupy the coasts, and step by step work our
way into the upper country, where we should not have
attcmpted to show ourselves had the ancient popula-
tion resisted us upon the shores. In India, in Ceylon,
we* met the hardy race of the highlands and interior
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only after we had already fixed ourselves upon the
coast, with a safe basis for our supply. The fate that
these countries have met is that which colonists expect.
to be their own, unless the protective system be carried
out in its entirety.. In like manner the Americans
point to the ruin of Virginia, and if you wurge
“Slavery,” answer, “ Slavery is but agriculture.”
Those who speak of the selfishness of the Protec-
tionists as a whole can never have taken the trouble
to examine into the arguments by which Protection is
supported in Australia and America. In these coun-
tries, Protection is no mere national delusion ; it is a
system deliberately adopted with open eyes as one
conducive to the country’s welfare, in spite of objec-
tions known to all, in spite of pocket losses that come
home to all. If it be, as we in England believe, a
folly, it is at all events a sublime one, fuil of self-
sacrifice, illustrative of a certain nobility in the
national heart. The Australian diggers and Western
farmers in America are setting a grand example to
the world of self-sacrifice for a national object;
hundreds and thousands of rough men are content to
live—they and their families—upon less than they
might otherwise enjoy, in order that the condition of
the mass of their countrymen may continue raised
above that of their brother toilers in Old England.
Their manufactures are beginning now to stand alone,
but hitherto, without Protection, the Americans would
have had no cities but seaports. By picturing to our- -
selves England dependent upon the city of London,
upon Liverpool, and Hull, and Bristol, we shall see
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the necessity the Western men are now under of
setting off Pittsburg against New York and Phila-
delphia. In short, the tendency, according to the
Western farmers, of Free Trade, in the early stages of
a country’s existence, is to promote universal centrali-
zation, to destroy local centres and the commerce they
create, to so tax the farmer with the cost of transport
to distant markets, that he must grow wheat and
corn continuously, and cannot but exhaust his soil.
With markets so distant, the richest forest lands
are not worth clearing, and settlement sweeps over
the country, occupying the poorer lands, and then
abandoning them once more.

Protection in the colonies and America is to a great
degree a revolt against steam., Steam is making the
world all one; steam “ corrects” differences in the
price of labour. When steam brings all races into
competition with each other, the cheaper races will
extinguish the dearer, till at last some one people will
inhabit the whole earth. Coal remains the only
power, as it will probably always be cheaper to carry
the manufactured goods than to carry the coal.

Time after time I have heard the Western farmers
draw imaginary pictures of the state of America if
Free Trade should gain the day, and ask of what
avail it is to say that Free Trade and free circulation
of péople are profitable to the pocket, if- they destroy
the national existence of America ; what good to point
out the gain of weight to their purses, in the face of
the destryction of their religion, their language, and
their Saxon institutions.
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One of the greatest of the thinkers of America
defended Protection to me on the following grounds:
That without Protection, America - could at present
have but few and limited manufactures. That a
nation cannot properly be said to exist as such, unless
she has manufactures of many kinds; for men are
born, some with a turn to agriculture, some with a
turn to mechanics ; and if you force the mechanic-by-
nature to become a farmer, he will make a bad farmer,
and the nation will lose the advantage of all his power
and invention. That the whole of the possible employ-
ments of the human race are in a measure necessary
employments—necessary to the making up of a nation.
That every concession to Free Trade cuts out of all
chance of action some of the faculties of the American
national mind, and, in so doing, weakens and debases
it. That each and every class of workers is of such
importance to the country, that we must make any
sacrifice necessary to maintain them in full work.
“ The national mind is manifold,” he said ; ‘ and if
you do not keep up every branch of employment in
every district, you waste the national force. If we were
to remain a purely agricultural people, land would
fall into fewer and fewer hands, and our people become
more and more brutalised as the years rolled on.”

It must not be supposed that Protection is entirely
defended upon these strange hew grounds “ Save ua
from the pauper-labour of Europe,” is the most recent
ad ‘well as the oldest of Protectlomst cnes. ’.I,‘he
Australians and Americans say, that by wox:. ring
women at Is. a day in the mines in Wales, and bx
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generally degrading all labourers under the rank of
highly-skilled artisans, the British keep wages so low,
that, in spite of the cost of carriage, they can almost
invariably undersell the colonists and Americans in
American and Australian markets. This state of
degradation and poverty nothing can force them to
introduce into their own countries, and, on the other
hand, they consider manufactures necessary for the
national purpose alluded to before. The alternative
is Protection.
- The most unavoidable of all the dlﬁicultles of
Protection—namely, that no human government can
ever .be trusted to adjust protective taxation without
corruption—is no objection to the Prohibition which
the Western Protectionists demand. The New Eng-
landers say—* Let us meet the English on fair terms ;”
the Western men say that they will not meet them at
all. Some of the New York Protectionists declare that
their object is merely the fostering of American manu-
factures until they are able to stand alone, the United
States not having at present reached the point which
had been attained by other nations when they threw
Protection to the winds. Such halting Protectionists
as these manufaeturers find no sympathy in Australia
or the West, although the highest of all Protectionists
look forward to the distant time when, local centres
being everywhere established, customs will be abolished
on all sides, and mankind form one family. -

The ghief ‘thing to be borne in mind in dxscussmg
Protection with an Austrglian or an American is that
he never thinks of denying that under Protection he
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- pays a higher price for his goods than he would if he
bought them from us, and that he admits at once that
he temporarily pays a tax of 15 or 20 per cent. upon
everything he buys in order to help set his country
on the road to national unity and ultimate wealth.
Without Protection, the American tells you, there will
be commercial New York, sugar-growing Louisiaria, the
corn-growing North-West, but no America. Protection
alone can give him a united country. When we talk
about things being to the advantage or disadvantage
of a country, the American Protectionist asks what
you mean. Admitting that all you say against Pro-
tection may be true, he says that he had sooner ‘see
America supporting a hundred millions independent
of the remainder of the world than two hundred
millions dependent for clothes upon the British.
“You, on the other hand,” he says, “would prefer
our custom. How can we discuss the question ? The
difference between us is radical, and we have no base
on which to build.”

It is a common doctrine in the colonies of England
that a nation cannot be called “independent” if it
has to cry out to another for supplies of necessaries ;
that true national existence is first attained when the
country becomes capable of supplying to its own
citizens those goods without which they cannot exist
in the state of comfort which they have already
reached. [Political is apt to follow upon commercial
dependeticy, they say:

The question of Protectloq is bound up with the
wider one of whether We are to ldve ‘our’fellow-.

- P2 |
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subjects, our race, or the world at large ; whether we
are to pursue our country’s good at the expense of
other nations ? There is & growing belief in England
that the noblest philosophy is to deny the existence of
the moral right to benefit qurselves by harming others ;
that love of mankind must in time replace love of race
as that has jn part replaced narrow patriotism and love
of gelf. It would seem that our Free Trade system
lends itself better to these wide modern sympathies
than does Protection. On the other hand, it may be
argued that, if every State consults the good of its own
citizens, we shall, by the action of all nations, obtain
the desired happiness of the whole world, and this
with rapidity, from the reason that every country
understands its own interests better than it does those
of its neighbour. As a rule, the colonists hold that
they should not protect themselves against the sister-
colonies, but only against the outer world; and
while I was in Melbourne an arrangement was made
with respect to the border customs betwéen Victoria
and New South Wales; but this is at present the
only step that has been taken towards inter-colonial
Free Trade. ‘ |

It is passing strange that Victoria should be noted
for the eagerness with which her people seek Protec-
tion. Possessed of little coal, they appear to be
attempting artificially to create an’ industry which,
owing to this sad lack of fuel, must languish from the
moment’ that it is let alone. Sydney coal sells in
Melbourrie-at thirty shillings & ton ; at the pit’s-mouth
at Newcaatle, New South Wales, it fetches only seven
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or eight shillings. With regard, however, to the
making-up of native produce, the question in the
case of Victoria is merely this: Is it cheaper to carry
the wool to the coal, and then the woollen goods back
again, than to carry the coal to the wool ¢ and as long
as Victoria can continue to export wheat, 86 that the
coal-ships may not want freight, wool manufactures
may prosper in Victoria.

The Victorians naturally deny that the cost of coal
has much to do with the question. The French manu-
facturers, they point out, with dearer coal, but with
cheaper labour, have in many branches of trade beaten
the English out of common markets, but then under
Protection there is no chance of cheap labour in
Victoria. ,

Writing for the Englishmen of Old England, it is
not necessary for me to defend Free Trade by any
arguments. As far as we in our island are concerned,
it is so manifestly to the pocket interest of almost all
of us, and at the same time, on account of the minute-
ness of our territory, so little dangerous politically,
that for Britain there can be no danger of a deliberate
relapse into Protection ; although we have but little
right to talk about Free Trade so long as we continue
our enormous subsidies to the Cunard liners, |

The American argument in favour of Prohibition is
in the main, it will be seen, political, the economical
obJectlons being admitted, but outweighed. Our action
in the matter of our pqsta.l contracts, and m the case

uah

not ourselves mvanably averse o to dlstmgumh between
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the political and the economical aspect of certain
questions.

~ My duty has been to chronicle what is said and
thought upon the matter in our various plantations.
One thing at least is clear—that even if the opinious
I have recorded be as ridiculous when applied to
Australia or America ag they would be when applied
to England, they are not supported by a selfish clique,
but rest upon the generosity and self-gacnﬁce of a
majority. of the population.
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CHAPTER VIL
LABOUR.

SipE by sideewith the unselfish Protectionism’ of the
diggers, there flourishes among the artisans of the
Australias a self-interested desire for non-intercourse
with the outside world. -
In America, the working men, themselves almost
without exception immigrants, though powerful' in
the various States from holding the balance of
parties, have never as yet been able to make their
voices heard in the Federal Congress. In the chief
Australian colonies, on the other hand, the artisans
have, more than any other class, the possession of
political power. Throughout the world the griev-
ance of the working classes lies in the fact that,
while trade and profits have increased enormously
within the last few yeazs, true as distinguished from
nominal wages have not risen. It is even doubtful
whether the American or British handicraftsman. can
now live in such comfort as he could make sure of &
few years back : it is certain that agricultural labourers
in the south of England are worse off than they were ten
years ago, although the depreciation of gold prevents

us from accurately gsuging their true pogition. “ In
Victoria and New South Wales, and in the States of
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Wisconsin, Illinois, and Missouri, where the artisans
possess some share of power, they have set about the
attempt to remedy by law the grievance under which
they suffer. In the American States, where the sup-
pression of immigration seems almost impossible, their
interference takes the shape of eight-hour bills, and
exclusion of coloured labourers. There is no trades-
union in America which will admit to membership a
Chinaman, or even a mulatto. In Victeria and New
South Wales, however, it is not difficult quietly to
put a check upon the importation of foreign labour.
The vast distance from Europe makes the unaided
immigration of artisans extremely rare, and since the
democrats have been in power the funds for assisted
immigration have been withheld, and the Chinese
influx all but forbidden, while manifestoes against
the ordinary European immigration have repeatedly
been published at Sydney by the Council of the
Associated Trades.

The Sydney operatives have always taken a leading
part in opposition to immigration; from the time when
they founded the Anti-Transportation Committee up
to the present day. In 1847, a natural and proper
wish to prevent the artificial depression of wages was
at the bottom of the anti-transportation movement,
although the arguments made use of in the petition
to the Queen were of the most general character, and
Sydney mechamcs, many of them free immigrants
themselves, say that there is no difference of principle
between the introduction of freqi-asaisted immi
and that of convicts, a
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If we look merely to the temporary results of the
policy of the Australian artisans, we shall find it hard
to deny that their acts are calculated momentarily to
increase their material prosperity; so far they may
be selfish, but they are not blind. Admitting that
wages depend on the ratio of capital to population,
the Australians assert that, with them, population
increases faster than capital, and that hindering
immigration awill restore the balance. Prudential
checks on population are useless, they say, in face
of Irish immigration. At the same time, it is clear
that, from the di_scourageinent of immigration and
limitation to eight hours of the daily toil, there
results an exceptional scareity of labour, which
cramps the development of the country, and causes
a depression in trade which must soon diminish the
wage-fund, and re-act upon the working men. It is
unfortunately the fact, that colonial artisans do not
sufficiently bear in mind the distinction between real
and nominal wages, but are easily caught by the show
of an extra few shillings a week, even though the
purchasing power of each shilling be diminished by
the change. When looked into, “ higher wages” often
mean that the labourer, instead of ‘starving upon ten
shillings a week, is to starve upon twenty. .

As regards the future, contrasted with the tem-
porary condition of the Australian labourer, there is -

no disguising the fact that mere exclusion of i
tion will not in the long run avail him. It mxght of .
course, be urged that Wmigmtmn is, ever m'Amenqa,L ',
a small matter by the side of the natural incresse ‘of
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the people, and that to shut out the immigrant is but
one of many checks to population; but in Australia
the natural increase is not so great as in a young
country might be expected. The men so largely
outnumber the women in Australia, that even early
marriages and large families cannot make the birth-
rate very high, and fertile land being at present still to
be obtained at first hand, the new agricultural districts
swallow up the natural increase of the population.
Still, important as is immigration at this moment,
ultimately through the influx of women—to which
the democrats are not opposed—or, more slowly, by
the effort of nature to restore the balance of the sexes,
the rate of natural increase will become far greater in
Australia. Ultimately, there can be no doubt, if the
Australian labourer continues to retain his present
standard of comfort, prudential checks upon the
birth of children will be requisite to maintain the
present ratio of capital to population.

Owing to the comparatively high prices fixed for
agricultural land in the three south-eastern colonies of
Australia, the abundance of unoccupied tracts has not
hitherto had that influence on wages in Australia
which it appears to have.exercised in America ; but
under the democratic amendments of the existing free
sclection system, wages will probably again rise in the
colonies, to be once more reduced by immigration, or,
if the democracy gains the day, more slowly lowered
by the natural increase of the population.

In places where competition has reduced the reward
of labour to the lowest amount consistent with the
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cfficiency of the work, compulsory restriction of the
hours of toil must evidently be an unmixed benefit to
the labourer, until carried to the point at which it de-
stroys the trade in which he is engaged. In America
and Australia, however, where the labourer has a
margin of luxuries which can be cut down, and where
the manufacturers are still to some extent competing
with Huropean rivals, restriction of hours puts them
at a disadvantage with the capitalists of the old world,
and, reducing their profits, tends also to diminish the
wage-fund, and ultimately to decrease the wages of
their men. The colonial action in this matter may,
nevertheless, like all infringements of general economic
laws, be justified by proof of the existence of a higher
necessity for breaking than for adhering to the rule of
freedom. Our own Factory Acts, we should remember,
were undoubtedly calculated to diminish the production
of the country.

Were the American and Australian handicraftsmen
to become sufficiently powerful to combine strict Pro-
tection, or prohibition of foreign intercourse, with
reduction of hours of toil, they would ultimately drive
capital out of their countries, and either lower wages,
or else diminish the population by checking both
immigration and natural increase. Here, as in the
consideration of Protection, we come to that bar to all
discussion, the question, “ What is a nation’s good %”
It is at least doubtful whether in England we do
not attach too great importance to the continuance
of nations in ‘‘ the progressivg state.” Unrestricted
immigration may destroy the literature, the traditions,
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the nationality itself of the invaded country, and it is
a question whether these ideas are not worth preserv-
ing even at a cost of a few figures in the returns of
imports, exports, and population. A country in which
Free Trade principles have been carried to their utmost
logical development must be cosmopolitan and nation-
less, and for such a state of things to exist universally
without danger to civilization the world is not yet
prepared. |

“ Know-nothingism ” in America, as what is now
styled “native Americanism ” was once called—a form
of the protest against the exaggeration of Free Trade—
was founded by handicraftsmen, and will in all pro-
bability find its main support within their ranks
whenever the time for its inevitable resuscitation shall
arrive. That there is honest pride of race at the
bottom of the agitation no one can doubt who knows
the history of the earlier Know-nothing movement ;
but class interest happens to point the same way as
- does the instinct of the race. The refusal of political
privileges to immigrants will have some tendency to
check the flow of immigration ; at all events, it will
. check the self-assertion of° the immigrants. That
which does this leaves, too, the control of wages more
within the hands of actual labourers, and prevents
the European labourers of the eleventh hour coming
in to share the heightened wages for which the
American hands have struck, and suffered misery
and want. No consistent republican can object to the
making ten or twenty,years’ residence in the United
States the condition for citizenship of the land.
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In the particular case of the Australian colonies,
they are happily separated from Ireland by seas so
wide as to have a chance of preserving a distinct
nationality, such as America can scarcely hope for:
only 1,500 persons have come to New South Wales,
unassisted, in the last five years. The burthen
of proof lies upon those who propose to destroy
the rising nationality by assisting the importation
of a mixed multitude of negroes, Chinamen, Hill-
coolies, Irish, and Germans, in order that the im-
ports and exports of Victoria and New South Wales
may be increased, and that there may be a larger
number of so-called Victorians and New South Welsh
to live in misery.

Owing to the fostering of immigration by the aristo-
cratic government, the population of Queensland had,
in 1866, quadrupled itself since 1860 ; but, even were
the other colonies inclined to follow the example of
their northern sister, they could not do so with success.
New South Wales and Tasmania might import colonists
by the thousand, but they would be no sooner landed
than they would run to Queensland, or sail to the New
Zealand diggings, just as the ‘‘ Canadian immigrants ”
flock into the United States. .

That phase of the labour question to which I have
last alluded seems to shape itself into the question,
“ Shall the labourer always and everywhere be en-
couraged or permitted to carry his labour to the best
market ?” The Australians answer that they are willing
to admit that additional hands ip a new country mean
additional wealth, but that there is but little good in
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our preaching' moral restraint to them if European
immigration is to be encouraged, Chinese allowed.
The only effect, they say, that self-control can have
is that of giving such children as they rear Chinamen
or Irishmen to struggle against instead of brothers.
It is hopeless to expect that the Australian workmen
will retain their present standard of comfort if an
influx of dark-skinned handicraftsmen is permitted.
Some ten or even fewer years ago, we free-traders
of the Western world, first then coming to know some
little about the kingdoms of the further East, paused a
moment in our daily toil to lift to the skies our hands
in lamentation at the blind exclusiveness which we
were told had for ages past held sway within the
council-chambers of Pekin. No words were too strong
for our new-found laughing-stock ; China became for
us what we are to Parisian journalists—a Beeotia
redeemed only by a certain eccentricity of folly. This
vast hive swarming with two hundred million work-
ing bees was said to find its interest in shutting out
the world, punishing with death the outgoing and
incoming of the people. “China for the Chinese,”
was the common war-cry of the rulers and the ruled ;
“ Self-contained has China been, and prospered ; self-
contained she shall continue,” the favourite maxim of
their teachers. Nothing could be conceived nobler
than the scorn which mingled with half-doubting
incredulity and with Pharisaic thanking of heaven
that we were not as they, when the blindness of these
outer barbarians of ,“Gog and Magog land” was
drawn for us by skilful pens, and served out with all
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the comments that self-complacency could suggest.
A conversion in the future was foretold, however; this
Chinese infirmity of vision was not to last for ever;
the day, would come when Studentships in Political
Economy would be founded in Pekin, and Ricardo
take the place of Cou-fou-chow in Thibetian schools.
A conversion has taken place of late, but not that
hoped for; or, if it be a conversion consistent with
the truths of Economic Science, it has taken a strange
shape. The wise men of Canton may be tempted,
perhaps, to think that it is we who have learnt the
wisdom of the sages, and been brought back into the fold
of the great master. Chinese immigration is heavily
taxed in California ; taxed to the point of prohibition
in Victoria ; and forbidden under heavy penalties in
Louisiana and other ex-rebel States.

The Chinaman is pushing himself to the fore
wherever his presence is allowed. We find Chinese
helmsmen and quartermasters in the service of the
Messageries and Oriental companies receiving twice
the wages paid to Indian Lascars. We hear of
the importation of Chinese labourers into India for
railway and for drainage works. The Chinaman has
great vitality. Of the cheap races the Mongol is the
most pushing, the likeliest to conquer in the fight.
It would almost seem as though we were wrong in our
common scales of preference; far from right in our
use of the terms *superior” and * inferior ” races.

A well-taught white man can outreason or can over-
reach a well-taught Chinamay or negro. <But under
some climatic conditions, the negro can outwork the
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white man ; under almost all conditions, the Chinaman
can outwork him. Where this is the case, is it not the
Chinaman or the negro that should be called the better
man? Call him what we may, will he not prove his
superiority by working the Englishman off the soil ?
In Florida and Mississippi, the black is certainly
the better man. |

Many Victorians, even those who respect and admire
the Chinese, are in favour of the imposition of a tax
upon the yellow immigrants, in order to prevent the
destruction of the rising Australian nationality. They
fear that otherwise they will live to see the Knglish
element swamped in the Asiatic throughout Australia.
It is not certain that we may not some day have
to encounter a similar danger in Old England.

It will be seen from the account thus given of the
state of the labour question in Australia, that the
colonial handicraftsmen stand towards those of the
world in much the same relative position as that held
by the members of a trade-union towards the other
workmen of the same trade. The limitation of
immigration has much the same effects as the limi-
tation of apprentices in a single trade in England.
It is easy to say that the .difference between fellow-
countryman and foreigner is important; that while
it is an unfairness to all English workmen that
English hatters should limit apprentices, it is not
unfair to English hatters that Australian hatters
should limit their apprentices. For my own part, I
am inclined to think that, fair or unfair—and we have
no interniational moral rule to decide the question—
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we might at least say to Australia. that, while she
throws upon us the chief expenses of her defence,
she is hardly in a position to refuse to aid our
emigrants,

Day by day, the labour question in its older aspects
becomes of less and less importance. The relationship
of master and servant is rapidly dying the death; co-
operative farming and-industrial partnerships must
supersede it everywhere at no distant date. In these
systems we shall find the remedy against the decline
of trade ith which the English-speaking countries of
the carth are threatened.

The existing system of labour is anti-democratic ;
it is at once productive of and founded on the exist-
ence of an aristocracy of capital and a servitude of
workmen ; and our English democracies cannot afford
that half their citizens should be dependent labourers.
If manufactures are to be consistent with democracy,
they must be carried on in shops in which each man
shall be at once capitalist and handicraftsman. Such
institutions are already in existence in Massachusetts,
in Illinois, in Pennsylvania, and in Sydney ; while at
Troy,in New York State, there is a great iron-foundry,
owned from roof to floor by the men who work in it.
It is not enough that the workman should share in
the profits. The change which, continuing through
the Middle Ages into the present century, has at last
everywhere converted the relation of lord and slave
into that of master and hireling, is already giving
place to the silent revolution which is steadily substi-
tuting for this relationship of capital and labour that

VOL. II. G
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of a perfect marriage, in which the labourer and the
capitalist shall be one.

Under this system there can be no strikes, no petty
trickery, no jealousy, no waste of time. Each man’s
individual interest is coincident with that of all.
‘Where the labour is that of a brotherhood, the toil
becomes ennobled. Were industrial partnerships a new
device, their inventor would need no monument; his
would be found in the future history of the race. As
it is, this latest advance of Western civilization is
but a return to the earliest and noblest form of labour ;
the Arabs, the Don Cossacks, the Maori tribes, are all
co-operative farmers ; it is the mission of the English
race to apply the ancient principle to manufactures.
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CHAPTER VIIL
WOMAN.

IN one respect, Victoria stands at once sadly bchind
and strangely in advance of other democratic
countrics. Women, or at least some women, vote
at the Lower House elections, but, on the other
hand, the legal position of the sex is almost as
inferior to that of man as it is in England or the
East.

At an election held some few years ago, female
ratepayers voted everywhere throughout Victoria.
Upon cxamination, it was found that a new Regis-
tration Act had directed the rate-books to be used
as a basis for the preparation of the electoral lists,
and that women houscholders had been legally put
on the register, although the intention of the Legis-
lature was not expressed, and. the question of female
voting had not been raised during the debates.
Another instance, this, of the singular way in which
in truly British countries reforms are brought about
by accident, and, when once become facts, are
allowed to stand. There is no more sign of gencral
adhesion in Australia than in England to the doctrine

which asserts that women, as well as men, being
G 2
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interested in good government, should have a voice
in the selection of that government to which they are
forced to submit.

As far as concerns their social position, women are
as badly off in Australia as in England. Our theory
of marriage—which has been tersely explained thus:
““the husband and wife are one, and the husband ts
that one,”—rules as absolutely at the antipodes as it
does in Yorkshire. I was daily forced to remomber
the men of Kansas and Missouri, and the widely
different view they take of these matters to that
of the Australians. As they used to tell me, they
are impatient of seeing their women ranked with
“lunatics and idiots” in the catalogue of incapacities.
They are unable to see that women are much better
represented by their male friends than were the
Southern blacks by their owners or overseers. They
believe that the process of election would not be
more purified by female emancipation than would the
character of the Parliaments elected.

The Kansas people often say that if you were told
that there existed in some ideal country two great
sections of a race, the members of the one often
gross, often vicious, often given to loud talking, to
swearing, to drinking, spitting, chewing; mnot infre-
quently corrupt ; those of the other branch, mild,
kind, quiet, pure, devout, with none of the habitual
vices of the first-named sect:—if you were told that
one of these branches was alone to elect rulers and
.to govern, you would at once say, “Tell us where
this happy country is that basks in the rule of such
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a god-like people.” “8top a minute,” says your in-
formant, “it is the creatures I described first—the
men—who rule ; the others are only women, poor
silly fools—imperfect men, I assure you; pothing
more.”

It is somewhat the fashion to say that the so-called
“extravagancies” of the Kansas folk and other
American Western men arise from the extraordinary
position given to their women by the disproportion
of the sexes. Now, in all the Australian colonies
the men vastly outnumber the women, yet the dis-
proportion has none of those results which have been
attributed to it by some writers on America. In
New South Wales, the sexes are as 250,000 ta
200,000, in Victoria 370,000 to 280,000, in New
Zealand 130,000 to 80,000, in Queensland 60,000
to 40,000, in Tasmania 50,000 to 40,000, in West
Australia 14,000 to 8,000, and 90,000 to 80,000 in
South Australia. In all our Southern colonies together,
there are a million of men to only three-quarters of
a million of women ; yet with all this disproportion,
which far exceeds that in Western America, not only
have the women failed te acquire any great share of
power, political or social, but they are content to
occupy a position not relatively superior to that
held by them at home.

The “Sewing Clubs” of the war-time are at the
bottom of a good deal of the “woman movement”
in America. At the time of greatest need, the ladies
of the Northern States formed  themselves into asso-
ciations for the supply of lint, of linen, and of comforts
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to the army: the women of a district would mect
together daily in some large room, and sew, and
chat while they were sewing.

The British section of the Teutonic race scems
naturally inclined, through the operation of its old
interest-begotten prejudices, to rank women where
Plato placed them in the “Timseus,” along with horses
and draught cattle, or to think of them much as he
did when he said that all the brutes derived their
origin from man by a series of successive degrada-
tions, of which the first was from man to woman.
There is, however, one strong reason why the English
should, in America, have laid aside their prejudices
upon this point, retaining them in Australia, where
the conditions are not the same. Among farming
peoples, whose women do not work regularly in the
field, the woman, to whom falls the houschold
and superior work, is better off than she is among
town-dwelling peoples. The Americans are mainly
a farming, the Australians and DBritish mainly a
town-dwelling, people. The absence in all sections
of our race of regular woman labour in the field
seems to be a remnant of the high estimation in
which women were held by our German ancestry.
In Britain we have, until the last few years, been
steadily retrograding upon this point.

It is a serious question how far the natural prejudice
of the English mind against the labour of what we
call “inferior races” will be found to extend to half
the superior race itself. How will English labourers
receive the inevitable competition of women in many
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of their fields? Woman is at present starved, if she
works at all, and does not rest content in dependence
upon some man, by the terrible lowness of wages in
every employment open to her, and this low rate of
wages 13 itself the direct result of the fewmess of
the occupations which society allows her. Where a
man can see a hundred crafts in which he may
engage, a woman will perhaps be permitted to find
ten. A hundred times as many women as there
is room for invade each of this small number of
cmployments. In the Australian labour-field the
prospects of women are no better than they are
in Europe, and during my residence in Melbourne
the Council of the Associated Trades passed a re-
solution to the effect that nothing could justify the
employment of women in any kind of productive
labour.
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CHAPTER IX.
VICTORIAN PORTS,

ALL allowance being made for the great number of
wide roads for trade, there is still a singular absence
of traffic in the Melbourne streets. Trade may be said
to be transacted only upon paper in the city, while
the tallow, grain, and wool, which form the basis of
Australian commerce, do not pass through Melbourne,
but skirt it, and go by railway to Williamstown,
Sandridge, and Geelong.

Geelong, once expected to rival Melbourne, and
become the first port of all Australia, I found grass-
-grown and half deserted, with but one vessel lying at
her wharf. At Williamstown, a great fleet of first-
class ships was moored alongside the pier. When the
gold-find at Ballarat took place, Geelong rose fast as
the digging port, but her citizens chose to complete the
rallway line to Melbourne instead of first opening that
to Ballarat, and so lost all the up-country trade.
Melbourne, having once obtained the lead, soon
managed to control the Legislature, and grants were
made for the Echuca Railroad, which tapped the
Murray, and brought the trade of Upper Queensland
and New South Wales down to Melbourne, in the
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interest of the ports of Williamstown and Sandridge.
Not content with ruining Geelong, the Melbourne
men have set themselves to ridicule it. One of their
stories goes that the Geelong streets bear such a fine
crop of grass, that a free selector has applied to have
them surveyed and sold to him, under the 42nd clause
of the New Land Act. Another story tells how a
Geelongee lately died, and went to heaven. Peter,
opening the door to his knock, asked, “ Where from ?”
“ Geelong,” “ Where?” said Peter. “ Geelong.”
“ There’s no such place,” replied the Apostle. * In
Victoria,” cried the colonist. * Fetch Ham’s Austra-
lian Atlas,” called Peter; and when the map was
brought and the spot shown to him, he replied, “ Well,
I beg your pardon, but I really never had any one
here from that place before.”

If Geelong be standing still, which in a colony is
the same as rapid decline would be with us, the famed
wheat country around it seems as inexhaustible as it
ever was. The whole of the Barrabool range, from
Ceres to Mount Moriac, is one great golden waving
sheet, save where it is broken by the stunted claret-
vineyards. Here and there I came upon a group of
the little daughters of the German vine-dressers,
tending and trenching the plants, with the round
eyes, rosy cheeks, and shiny pigtails of their native
Rudesheim all flourishing beneath the Southern Cross.

The colonial vines are excellent; better, indeed,
than the growths of California, which, however, they
resemble in general character. The wines are naturally
all Burgundies, and colonial imitations of claret, pott,
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and sherry are detestable, and the hocks but little
better. The Albury Hermitage is a better wine than
can be bought in KEurope at its price, but in some
places this wine is sold as Murray Burgundy, while
the dealers foist horrible stuff upon you under the
name of Hermitage. Of the wines of New South
Wales, White Dallwood is a fair Sauterne, and White
Cawarra a good Chablis, while for sweet wines the
Chasselas is cheap; and the Tokay, the Shiraz, and
the still Muscat are full of flavour.

North-west of Geelong, upon the summit of the foot
hills of the dividing range, lies Ballarat, the head-
quarters of deep quartz mining, and now no longer a
diggers camp, but a graceful city, full of shady
boulevards and noble buildings, and with a stationary
population of thirty thousand. My first visit was
made in the company of the prime ministers of all the
colonies, who were at Melbourne nominally for a
conference, but really to enjoy a holiday and the
Intercolonial Exhibition. With that extraordinary
generosity in the spending of other people’s money
which distinguishes Colonial Cabinets, the Victorian
Government placed special. trains, horses, carriages,
and hotels at our disposal, the result of which was
that, féted everywhere, we saw nothing, and I had to
return to Ballarat in order even to go through the
mines.

In visiting Lake Learmouth and Clunes, and the
mining district on each side of Ballarat, I found
myself able to discover the date of settlement by the
nimes of places, as one finds the age of a London
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suburb by the titles of its terraces. 'The dates run in
a wave across the country, St. Arnaud is a town
between Ballarat and Castlemaine, and Alma lies near
to it, while Balaklava Hill is near Ballarat, where also
are Raglan and Sebastopol. Inkerman lies close to
Castlemaine, and Mount Cathcart bears the name of
the general killed at the Two-gun Battery, while the
Malakhoff diggings, discovered doubtless towards the
end of the war, lic to the northward, in the Wimmera.

Everywhere I found the interior far hotter than the
coast, but free from the sudden changes of tempera-
ture that occur in Melbourne twice or thrice a week
throughout the summer, and are dangerous to children
and to persons of weak health. After two or three
days of the hot wind, there comes a night, breathless,
heavy, still. In the morning the sun rises, once more
fierce and red. After such a night and dawn, I have
seen the shade thermometer in the cool verandahs of
the Melbourne Club standing at 95° before ten o’clock,
when suddenly the sun and sky would change from
red and brown to gold and blue, and a merry breeze,
whistling up from the ice-packs of the South Pole and
across the Antarctic seas; would lower the temperature
in an hour to 60° or 65", , After a few days of cold
and rain, a quiet English morning would be cut in
half about eleven by a sudden slamming of doors and
whirling of dust from the north across the town,
while darkness came upon the streets. Then was
heard the cry of “ Shut the windows; here’s a hot
wind,” and down would go every window, barred and
bolted, while the oldest colonists walked out to enjoy
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the dry air and healthy heat. The thick walls of the
clubs and private houses will keep out the heat for
about three days, but if, as sometimes happens, the
hot wind lasts longer, then the walls are heated
through, and the nights are hardly to be borne. Up
the country, the settlers know nothing of these
changes. The regular irregularity is peculiar to the
Melbourne summer.
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CHAPTER X.
TASMANIA,

ArTER the parching heat of Australia, a visit to
Tasmania was a grateful change. Steaming along
Port Dalrymple and up the Tamar in the soft sun-
light of an English afternoon, we were able to look
upwards, and enjoy the charming views of wood and
river, instead of having to stand with downcast head,
as 1n the blaze of the Victorian sun.

The beauty of the Tamar is of a quiet kind: its
scenery like that of the non-Alpine districts of the
west coast of New Zealand, but softer and more
smiling than is that of even the least rude portions of
those islands. To one fresh from the baked Australian
plains, there is likeness between any green and humid
land and the last unparched country that he may
have seen. Still, New Zgaland cannot show fresher
cheeks nor homes more cosy than those of the Tamar
valley. Somersetshire cannot surpass the orchards of
Tasmania, nor Devon match its flowers,

The natural resemblande of Maria Van Diemen’s
Land (as Tasman called it after his betrothed) to
England seems to have struck the early settlers. In
sailing up the Tamar, we had on one bank the county
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of Dorset, with its villages touchingly named after those
at home, according to their situations, from its Lul-
worth Cove, Corfe Castle, and St. Alban’s Head, round
to Abbotsbury, and, on our right hand, Devon, with
its Sidmouth, Exeter, and Torquay.

Hurrying through Launceston—a pretty little town,
of which the banks and post-office are models of
simple architecture—I passed at once across the island
southwards to Hobarton, the capital. The scenery on
the great convict road is not impressive. The Tas-
manian mountains—-detached and rugged masses of
basaltic rock, from four to five thousand feet in
height—are wanting in grandeur when seen from a
distance, with a foreground of flat corn-land. It
i3 disheartening, too, in an English colony, to see
half the houses shut up and deserted, and acre upon
acre of old wheat-land abandoned to mimosa scrub.
The people in these older portions of the island have
worked their lands to death, and even guano scems
but to galvanize them into a momentary life. Since
leaving Virginia, I had seen no such melancholy
sight.

Nature is bountiful enough: in the world there is
not a fairer climate; the gum-trees grow to 350 feet,
attesting the richness of the soil ; and the gilant tree-
ferns are never injured by heat, as in Australia, nor
by cold, as in New Zealand. All the fruits of Europe
are in season at the same time, and the Christmas
dessert at Hobarton often consists of five-and-twenty
distinct fresh fruits. Even more than Britain, Tas-
matia may be said to present in a small area an
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epitome of the globe : mountain and plain, forest and
rolling prairie-land, rivers and grand capes, and the
noblest harbour in the world, all arc contained in a
country the size of Ireland. It is unhappily not only
in this sense that Tasmania is the Ireland of the
South.

Beautiful as is the view of Hobarton from Mount
Wellington, — the spurs in the foreground clothed
with a crimson carpet by a heath-like plant ; the city
nestled under the basaltic columns of the crags,—even
here it is difficult to avoid a certain gloom when the
eye, sweeping over the vast expanse of Storm Bay
and D’Entrecasteaux Sound, discovers only three great
ships in a harbour fitted to contain the navies of the
world.

The scene first of the horrible deeds of early convict
days at Macquarie Harbour and Port Arthur, and
later of the still more frightful massacres of the
aboriginal inhabitants of the isle, Van Diemen’s Land
has never been a name of happy omen, and now the
island, in changing its title, seems not to have escaped
from the former blight. The poetry of the English
village names met with throughout Tasmania vanishes
before the recollection of the circumstances under
which the harsher native terms came to be sup-
planted. Fifty years ago, our colonists found in
Tasmania a powerful and numerous though degraded
native race. At this moment, three old women and a
lad who dwell on Gun-carriage Rock, in Bass’s Straits,
are all who remain of the aboriginal population of the
island.
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We live in an age of mild humanity, we are often

told ; but, whatever the polish of manner and of minds
in the old country, in outlying portions of the empire
there is no lack of the old savagery of our race.
Battues of the natives were conducted by the military
in Tasmania not morc than twenty years ago, and are
not unknown even now among the Queensland settlers.
Let it not be thought that Englishmen go out to
murder natives unprovoked ; they have that provo-
cation for which even the Spaniards in Mexico used
to wait, and which the Brazilians wait for now—the
provocation of robberies committed in the neighbour-
hood by natives unknown. It is not that there is no
offence to punish, it i1s that the punishment is indis-
criminate, that even when it falls upon the guilty it
visits men who know no better. "Where one wretched
untaught native pilfers from a sheep-station, on the
Queensland Downs, a dozen will be shot by the settlers
“as an example,” and the remainder of the tribe
brought back to the district to be fed and kept,
until whiskey, rum, and other devils’ missionaries
have done their work. |

Nothing will persuade the rougher class of Queens—
land settlers that the “black-fellow” and his “jin”
are human. They tell you freely that they look upon
the native Australian as an ingenious kind of monkey,
and that it is not for us to talk too much of the
treatment of the “jins,” or native women, while the
“wrens” of the Curragh exist among ourselves. No
great distance appears to separate us from the days
when the Spaniards in the West Indies used to brand
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on the face and arms all the natives they could catch,
and gamble them away for wine. |

Though not more than three or four million acres
out of seventecn million acres of land in Tasmania
uave as yet been alienated by the Crown, the popu-
lation has increased only by 15,000 in the last ten
years. Such is the indolence of the settlers, that vast
tracts of land in the central plain, once fertile under
irrigation, have been allowed to fall back into a desert
state from sheer necglect of the dams and conduits.
Though iron and coal are abundant, they are seldom
if ever worked, and one house in every thirty-two in
the whole island is licensed for the sale of spirits, of
which the annual consumption exceeds five gallons
a head for every man, woman, and child in the
population. Tasmania rcached her maximum of
revenue in 1858, and her maximum of trade in
1853.

The curse of the country is the indolence of its
lotus-eating population, who, like all dwellers in cli-
mates cool but winterless; are content to dream away
their lives in drowsiness to which the habits of a
hotter but less equable clime—Quecnsland, for example
—are energy itself. In addition, however, to this
natural cause of decline, Van Diemen’s Land is not
yet free from all traces of the convict blood, nor from
the evil effects of reliance on forced labour. It is,
indeed, but a few years since the island was one great
gaol, and in 1853 there were still 20,000 actual
convicts in the country. The old*free settlers will tell
you that the deadly shade of slave labour has not

VOL. 1I. H
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blighted Jamaica more thoroughly than that of convict
labour has Van Diemen’s Land.

Seventy miles north-west of Hobarton is a sheet of
water called Macquarie Harbour, the deeds wrought
upon the shores of which are not to be. forgotten in a
decade. In 1823, there were 228 prisoners at Mac-
quarie Harbour, to whom, in the year, 229 floggings
and 9,925 lashes were ordered, 9,100 lashes being
actually inflicted. The cat was, by order of the
-authorities, soaked in salt water and dried in the sun
before being used. There was at Macquarie Harbour
one convict overseer who took a delight in seeing his
companions punished. A day scldom passed without
five or six being flogged on his reports. The convicts
were at his mercy. In a space of five years, during
which the prisoners at Macquarie Harbour averaged
250 in number, there were 835 floggings and 32,723
lashes administered. In the same five years, 112
convicts absconded from this settlement, of whom ten
were killed and eaten by their companions, seventy-
five perished in the bush with or without cannibalism,
two were captured with portions of human flesh in
their possession, and died in hospital, two were shot,
sixteen were hanged for murder and cannibalism, and
seven are reported to have made good their escape,
though this is by no means certain.

It has been stated by a Catholic missionary bishop
in his evidence before a Royal Commission, that when,
after a mutiny at one of the stations, he read out
to his men the names of thirty-one condemned: to
death, they with one accord fell upon their knees, and
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solemnly thanked God that they were to be delivered
from that horrible place. Men were known to commit
murder that they might be sent away for trial,
preferring death to Macquarie Harbour.

The escapes were often made with the deliberate
expectation of death, the men perfectly knowing
that they would have to draw lots for which should
be killed and eaten. Nothing has ever been sworn
to in the history of the world which, for revolting
atrocity, can compare with the conduct of the Pierce-
Greenhill party during their attempted escape. The
testimony of Pierce is a revelation of the depths of
degradation to which man can descend. The most
fearful thought, when we hear of these Tasmanian
horrors, is that probably many of those subjected to
them were originally guiltless. If only one in a
thousand was an innocent man, four human beings
were consigned each year to hell on earth. We
think, too, that the age of transportation for mere
political offences has long gone by, yet it is but
eleven or twelve years since Mr. Frost received his
pardon, after serving for sixteen years amid the
horrors of Port Arthur,

Tasmania has never beeh able to rid herself of
the convict population in any great degree, for the
free colonies have always kept a jealous watch upon
her emigrants. Even at the time of the great gold-
rush to Victoria, almost every “Tasmanian bolter ”
and many a suspected but innocent man was seized
upon his landing, and thrown into: Pentridge Gaol,
to toil within its twenty-foot walls till death should

H 2
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come to his relief. Even now, men of wealth and
station in Victoria are sometimes discovered to have
been “bolters” in the digging times, and are at the
mercy of their neighbours and the police, unless
the Governor can be wheedled into granting pardons
for their former decds. A wealthy Victorian was
arrested as a “Tasmanian bolter” while I was in
the colony.

The passport system is still in force in the free
colonics with regard to passengers arriving from
penal settlements, and there is a penalty of 100L
inflicted upon captains of ships bringing convicts
into Melbourne. The conditional pardons granted
to prisoners in West Australia and in Tasmania
generally contain words permitting the convict to
visit any portion of the world except the British
isles, but the clause is a mere dead letter, for none
of our free colonies will receive even our pardoned
convicts.

It is hard to quarrel with the course the colonies
have taken in this matter, for to them the transporta-
tion system appears in the light of moral vitriol-
throwing ; still, there is a wide distinction to be
drawn between the action of the New South Welsh
and that of the New Yorkers, when they declared
to a British Government of the last century, that
nothing should induce them to accept the labour
of “white English slaves:” the Sydney people have
enjoyed the advantages of the system they now
blame. Even the Victorians and South Australians,
who have never had convicts in their land, can be
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. met by argument. The Australian colonies, it might
be urged, were planted for the sole purpose of
affording a suitable soil for the reception of British
criminals ; in face of this fact, the remonstrances of
the free colonists read somewhat oddly, for it would
secem as though men who quitted, with open eyes,
Great Britain to make their home in the spots which
their Government had chosen as its giant prisons
have little right to pretend to rouse themselves on
a sudden, and cry out that England is pouring the
scum of her soil on to a free land, and that they
must rise and defend themseclves against the grievous
wrong. Weighing, however, calmly, the good and evil,
we cannot avoid the conclusion that the Victorians
have much reason to object to a system which sends
to another country a man who is too bad for his
own, just as Jersey rogues are transported to South-
ampton. The Victorian proposition of selecting the
most ruffianly of the colonial expirees, and shipping
them to England in exchange for the convicts that
we might send to Australia, was but a plagiarism
on the conduct of the Virginians in a similar case,
who quietly began to freight a ship with snakes.
The only. cure for Tasmania, unless one is to be
found in the mere lapse of years, lies in annexation to
Victoria ; a measure strongly wished for by a con-
siderable. party in each of the colonies concerned. No
two countries in the world are more. manifestly
destined by nature to be complementary to each other.
Owing to the small size of the country, and the
great moral influence of the landed gentry, Tasmanian
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politics are singularly peaceful. For the Lower House
elections, the suffrage rests upon a household, not a
manhood basis, as in Victoria and New South Wales ;
and for the Upper House it is placed at 500.. in any
property, or 50. a year in freehold land. Tasmanian
society is cast in a more aristocratic shape than is that
of Queensland, with this exception the most oligarchical
of-all our colonies; but even here, as in the other
colonies and the United States, the ballot is supported
by the Conservatives. Unlike what generally happens
in America, the vote in the great majority of cases is
here kept secret, bribery is unknown, and, the public
“ nomination” of candidates having been abolished,
clections pass off in perfect quiet. In the course of a
dozen conversations in Tasmania, I met with one man
who attacked the ballot. He was the first person,
aristocrat or democrat, conservative or liberal, male or
female, silly or wise, by whom I had found the ballot
opposed since I left England.

The method in which the ballot is conducted is
simple enough. The returning officer sits in an outer
room, beyond which is an inner chamber with only
one door, but with a desk. The voter gives his name
to the returning officer, and receives a white ticket
bearing his number on the register. On the ticket
the names of the candidates are printed alphabetically,
and the voter, taking the paper into the other room,
makes a cross opposite to the name of each candidate
for whom he votes, and then brings the paper folded
to the returning officer, who puts it in the box. In
New South Wales and Victoria, he runs his pen
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through all the names excepting those for which he
intends to vote, and himself deposits the ticket in the
box, the returning officer watching him, to see that he
doces not carry out his ticket to show it to his bribers,
and then send it in again by a man on his own side,
One scrutineer for each candidate watches the opening
of the box. In New South Wales, the voting papers,
after having been sealed up, are kept for five years, in
order to allow of the verification of the number of
votes said to have been cast; but in Tasmania they
are destroyed immediately after the declaration of
the poll.

Escaping from the capital and its Lilliputian politics,
I sailed up the Derwent to New Norfolk. The river
reminds the traveller sometimes of the Meuse, but
oftener of the Dart, and unites the beauties of both
streams. The scenery is exquisitely set in a frame-
work of hops; for not only are all the flats covered
with luxuriant bines, but the hills between which you
survey the views have also each its * garden,” the
bines being trained upon a wire trellis.

A lovely ride was that from New Norfolk to the
Panshanger salmon-ponds, where the acclimatization
of the English fish has lately been attempted. The
track, now cut along the river cliff, now lost in the
mimosa scrub, offers a succession of prospects, each
more charming than the one before it ; and that from
the ponds themselves is a repetition of the view along
the vale of the Towy, from Steele’s house near Caer-
marthen. Trout of a foot lorg, and salmon of an
inch, rewarded us (in the spirit) for our ride, but we
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were called on to express our belief in the statement,
that salmon “returned from the sea” have lately
been seen in the river. Father ——, the Catholic
parish priest, ¢ that saw ’em,” is the hero of the day,
and his past experiences upon the Shannon are quoted
as testimonies to his infallibility in fish questions.
My hosts of New Norfolk had their fears lest the
reverend gentleman should be lynched, if it were

finally proved that he had been mistaken.
The salmon madness will at least have two results:

the catalogue of indigenous birds will be reduced to a
blank sheet, for every wretched Tasmanian bird that
never saw a salmon egg in all its life is shot down and
nailed to a post for fear it should cat the ova ; and the
British wasp will be acclimatized in the southern
hemisphere. One is known to have arrived in the
last box of ova, and to have survived with apparent
cheerfulness his 100 days in ice. Happy fellow, to
cross the line in so cool a fashion !

The chief drawbacks to Tasmanian picnics and excur-
sions are the snakes, which are as numerous through-
out the island as they are round Sydney, One of the
convicts in a letter home once wrate : ‘“ Parrots is as
thick as crows, and snakes is very bad, fourteen to
sixteen feet long ;” but in sober truth the snakes are
chiefly small.

The wonderful “ snake stories” that in the colonial
papers take the place of the English “triple birth”
and “ gigantic gooseberry ” are all written in vacation
time by the students gt Melbourne University, but a
true one that I heard in Hobarton is too good to
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be lost. The Chief Justice of the island, who, in_his
leisure time, 1s an-amateur naturalist, and collects speci-
mens for European collections in his walks, told me
that it was his practice, after killing a snake, to carry
it into Hobarton tied to a stick by a double lashing.
A few days before my visit, on entering his hall, where
an hour before he had hung his stick with a rare snake
in readiness for the Government naturalist, he found to
his horror that the viper had been only scotched, and
that he had made use of his regained life to free him-
self from the string which confined his head and neck.
He was still tied by the tail, so he was swinging to
and fro, or “squirming around,” as some Americans
would say, with open mouth and protruded tongue.
‘When lassoing with a piece of twine had been tried in
vain, my friend fetched a gun, and succeeded in killing
the snake and much damaging the stone-work of his
vestibule.

After a week’s sojourn in the neighbourhood of
Hobarton, I again crossed the island, but this time by
a night of piercing moonlight such as can be witnessed
only in the dry air of the far south. High in the
heavens, and opposite the ‘moon, was the solemn con-
stellation of the Southern Cross, sharply relieved upon
the pitehy background of the Magellanic clouds, while
the weird-tinted stars which vary the night-sky of the
southern hemisphere stood out from the blue firma-
ment elsewhere. The next day I was again in Mel-

bourne.
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CHAPTER XL

CONFEDERATION.

MELBOURNE is unusually gay, for at a shapely palace in
the centre of the city the second great Intercolonial
Exhibition is being held, and, as its last days are draw-
ing to their close, fifty thousand people—a great num-
ber for the colonies—visit the building every week.
There are exhibitors from each of our seven southern
colonies, and from French New Caledonia, Nether-
landish India, and the Mauritius. It is strange to
remember now that in the colonization both of New
Zealand and of ‘Australia, we were the successful rivals
“of the French only after having been behind them in
awakening to the advisability of an occupation of those
countries. In the case of New Zealand, the French
fleet was anticipated three &everal times by the fore-
thought and decision of our naval officers on the station
and in the case of Australia, the whole south coast was
actually named “La Terre Napoléon,” and surveyed
for colonization by Captain Baudin in 1800. New
Caledonia, on the other hand, was named and occupied
by ourselves, and afterwards abandoned to the French.
. The present remarkable exhibition of the products
of the Australias, coming just at the time when the
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border customs between Victoria and New South
Wales have been .abolished by agreement, and when
all seems to poiut to the formation of a customs union
between the colonies, leads men to look still further
forward, and to expect confederation. It is worthy of
notice at this conjuncture that the Australian Protec-
tionists, as a rule, refuse to be protected against their
immediate neighbours, just as those of America protect
the manufactures of the Union rather than of single
states. They tell us that they can point, with regard
to Europe, to pauper labour, but that they have no
case as against the sister colonies; they wish, they
say, to obtain a wide market for the sale of the
produce of each colony ; the nationality they would
create is to be Australian, not provincial.

Already there is postal union, and a partial customs
union, and confederation itself, however distant in
fact, has been very lately brought about in the spirit
by the efforts of the London press, one well-known
paper having three times in a single article called
the Governor of New South Wales by the sounding
title of  Governor-General of the Australasian
colonies,” to which he has, of course, not the faintest
claim, |

There are many difficulties in the way of con-
federation. The leading merchants and squatters of
Victoria are in favour of it ; but not so those of the
poorer or less populous colonies, where there is much
fear of being swamped. The costliness of the federal
government of New Zealand is a* warning against over
hasty confederation. Victoria, teo, would probabl.y
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insist upon the exclusion of West Australia, on account
of her convict population. The continental theory is
undreamt of by Australians, owing to their having
always been inhabitants of comparatively small states,
and not, like dwellers in the organized territories of
America, potentially citizens of a vast and homoge-
neous empire.

The choice of capital will, here as in Canada, be a
matter of peculiar difficulty. It is to be hoped by all
lovers of freedom that some hitherto unknown village
will be selected. There is in all great cities a strong
tendency to Imperialism. Bad pavement, much noise,
narrow lanes, blockaded streets, all these things are ill
dealt with by free government, we are told. English-
men who have been in Paris, Americans who know St.
Petersburg, forgetting that without the Emperor the
Préfet is impossible, cry out that London, that New
York, in their turn need a Haussmann. In this ten-
dency lies a terrible danger to free States—a danger
avoided, however, or greatly lessened, by the seat of
the Legislature being placed, as in Canada and the
United States, far away from the great cities. Were
Melbourne to become the seat of government, nothing
could prevent the distant colonies from increasing the
already gigantic power of that city by choosing her
merchants as their representatives.

The bearing of confederation upon Imperial interests
i1s a more simple matter. Although union will tend
to the earlier independence of the colonies, yet, if
federated, they are more likely to be a valuable ally
than they could be if remaining so many separate
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countries. They would also be a stronger enemy ;
but distance will make all their wars naval, and a
strong fleet would be more valuable to us as a friend
than dangerous as an enemy, unless in the case of a
coalition against us, in which it would probably not
be the interest of Australia to join.

From the colonial point of view, federation would

tend to secure to the Australians better general and
local government than they possess at present. It is
absurd to expect that colonial governors should be
upon good terms with their charges when we shift
men every four years—say from Demerara to New
South Wales, or from Jamaica to Victoria. The un-
happy governor loses half a year in moving to his
post, and a couple of years in coming to understand
the circumstances of his new province, and then settles
down to be successful in the ruling of educated whites
under democratic institutions only if he can entirely
throw aside the whole of his experience, derived as it
will probably have been from the despotic sway over
blacks. We never can have a set of colonial governors
fit for Australia until the Australian governments are
made a distinct service, and entirely separated from
those of the West Indies, of Africa, and Hong Kong.
* Besides improving the government, confederation
would lend to every colonist the dignity derived from
citizenship of a great country—a point the importance
of which will not be contested by any one who has
been in America since the war. |

It is not easy to resist the°conclusion that con-
federation is in every way desirable. If it leads to
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independence, we- must say to the Australians what
Houmai ta Whiti said in his great speech to the
progenitors of the Maori race when they were quitting
Hawaiki : “ Depart, and dwell in peace; let there be
no quarrelling amongst you, but build up a great
people.”
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CHAPTER XIL

ADELAIDE.

THE capital of South Australia is reputed- the hottest
of all the cities that are chiefly inhabited by the
English race, and as I neared it through the Back-
stairs Passage into the Gulf of St. Vincent, past
Kangaroo Island, and still more when I landed at
Glenelg, I came to the conclusion that its reputation
was deserved. The extreme heat which characterizes
South Australia is to some extent a consequence of its
lying as far north as New South Wales and Queens-
land, and so far inland as to escape the breeze by
which their coasts are visited ; for although by ¢ South
Australia” we should, in the southern hemisphere,
naturally understand that portion of Australia which
wag furthest from the tropics, yet it is a curious fact
that the whole colony of Victoria is to the south of
Adelaide, and that nearly all the northernmost points
of the continent now lie within the country misnamed
“South Australia.” |

The immense northern territory, being supposed
to be valueless, has generously been handed over to
South Australia, which thus becomes the widest of
all British colonies, and nearly as large as English
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Hindostan. If the present great expenditure succeeds
in causing the discovery of any good land at the
north, it will of course at once be made a separate
colony. The only important result that seems likely
to follow from this annexation of the northern terri-
tory to South Australia is that schoolboys’ geography
will suffer; one would expect, indeed, that a total
destruction of all principle in the next generation
will be the inevitable result of so rude a blow to
.confidence in books and masters as the assurance from
a teacher’s lips that the two most remote countries
of Australia are united under one colonial govern-
ment, and that the northernmost points of the whole
continent are situated in South Australia. Boys will
probably conclude that, across the line, south becomes
north and north south, and that in Awustralia the sun
rises in the west.

Instead of gold, wheat, sheep, as in Victoria, the
staples here are wheat, sheep, copper; and my intro-
duction to South Australia was characteristic of the
colony, for I found in Port Adelaide, where I first set
foot, not only every store filled to overflowing, but
piles of wheat-sacks in the roadways, and lines of
wheat-cars on the sidings of railways, without even a
tarpaulin to cover the grain.

Of all the mysteries of commerce, those that concern
the wheat and flour trade are, perhaps, the strangest:
to the uninitiated. Breadstuffs are still sent from
California and Chili to Victoria, yet from Adelaide,
close at hand, wheat+.is being sent to England and
flour to New York !
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There can be no doubt but that ultimately Victoria
and Tasmania will at least succeed in feeding them-
selves. It is probable that neither New Zealand nor
Queensland will find it to their interest to do the like.
Wool-growing in the former and cotton and wool in
the latter will continue to pay better than wheat in
the greater portion of their lands. Their granary,
and that possibly of the city of Sydney itself, will
be found in South Australia, especially if land capable
of carrying wheat be discovered to the westward of
the settlements about Adelaide. That the Australias,
Chili, California, Oregon, and other Pacific States can
ever export largely of wheat to Europe is more than
doubtful. If manufactures spring up on this side the
world, these countries, whatever their fertility, will
have at least enough to do to feed themselves.

As I entered the streets of the  farinaceous village,”
ag Adelaide is called by conceited Victorians, I was
struck with the amount of character they exhibit both
in the way of buildings, of faces, and of dress. The
South Australians have far more idea of adapting
their houses and clothes to their climate than have
the people of the other colonies, and their faces adapt
themselves. The verandahs to the shops are suffi-
ciently close to form a perfect piazza; the people
rise early, and water the side-walk in front of their
houses; and you never meet a man who does not
make some 'sacrifice to the heat, in the shape of
puggree, silk coat, or sun-helmet ; but the women are
nearly as unwise here as in the other colonies, and
persist in going about in shawls and coloured dresses,

VOL. I I
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Might they but see a few of the Richmond or Balti-
more ladies in their pure white muslin frocks, and
die of envy, for the dress most suited to a hot
dry climate is also the most beautiful under its
bright sun. |

The German element is strong in South Australia,
and there are whole villages in the wheat-country
where English is never spoken; but here, as in
America, there has been no mingling of the races,
and the whole divergence from the British types is
traceable to climatic influences, and especially dry
heat. The men born here are thin, and fine-featured,
somewhat like the Pitcairn Islanders, while the women
are all alike—small, pretty, and bright, but with a
burnt-up look. The haggard eye might, perhaps, be
ascribed to the dreaded presence of my old friend
of the Rocky Mountains, the brulot sand-fly. The
inhabitants of all hot dry countries speak from the
head, and not the chest, and the English in Australia:
.are acquiring this habit; you seldom find a “corn-
stalk’ who speaks well from the chest.

The air is crisp and hot—crisper and hotter even
than that of Melbourne. .The shaded thermometer
upon the Victorian coast seldom reaches 110°, but
in the town of Adelaide, 117° has been recorded by
the Government astronomer. Such is the figure of
the Australian continent, that Adelaide, although a
seaport town, lies, as it were, inland. Catching
the heated gales from three of the cardinal points,
Adelaide has a summer six months long, and is
exposed to a fearful continuance of hot winds; never-
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theless, 105° at Adelaide is easier borne than 95° in
the shade at Sydney.

Nothing can be prettier than the outskirts of the
capital. In laying out Adelaide, its founders have
reserved a park about a quarter of a mile in width
all round the city. This gives a charming drive nine
miles long, outside which again are the olive-yards
and villas of the citizens. Hedges of the yellow
cactus, or of the graceful Kangaroo Island acacia,
bound the gardens, and the pomegranate, magnolia,
fig, and aloc grow upon every lawn. Five miles to
the eastward are the cool wooded hills of the Mount
Lofty Range, on the tops of which are grown the
English fruits for which the plains afford no shade
or moisture.

Crossing the Adelaide plains, for fifty miles by
railway, to Kapunda, I beheld one great wheat-field
without a break. The country was finer than any
-stretch of equal extent in California or Victoria, and
looked as though the crops were standing”—which
in one sense they were, though the grain was long
since “in.” The fact is that they use the Ridley
machines, by which the ears are thrashed out
without any cutting of the straw, which continues
to stand, and is finally ploughed in at the farmer’s
leisure, except in the neighbourhood of Adelaide.
There would be a golden age of partridge-shooting
ip Old England did the climate and the price of
straw allow of the adoption of the Ridley reaper.
Under this system, South Australia grows on the
average six times as much wheat as she can usc,

I 2 |
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whereas, if reaping had to be paid for, she could
only grow from one and a half times to twice as
much as would meet the home demand.

In this country, as in America, “bad farming” is
found to pay, for with cheap land, the Ridley reaper,
and good markets, light crops without labour, except
the peasant-proprietor’'s own toil, pay well when
heavy crops obtained by the use of hired labour
would not reimburse the capitalist. The amount of
land under cultivation has been trebled in the last
seven years, and half a million acres are now under
wheat. South Australia has this year produced seven
times as much grain as she can consume, and twelve
acres are under wheat for every adult male of the
population of the colony.

A committee has been lately sitting in New South
Wales “to consider the state of the colony.” To
judge from the evidence taken before it, the members
seemed to have conceived. that their task was to
inquire why South Australia prospered above New
South Wales. Frugality of the people, especially
of the Germans, and fertility of the soil were the
reasons which they gave .for the result, but it is
impossible not to see that the success of South
Australia is but another instance of the triumph
of small proprietors, of whom there are now some
seven or eight thousand in the colony, and who
were brought here by the adoption of the Wakefield
land system.

In the early days .of the colony, land was sold at a
‘good price in 130-acre sections, with one acre of town-
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land to each agricultural section. Now, under rules
made at home, but confirmed after the introduction
of self-government, land is sold by auction, with a
reserved price of 1/. an acre, but when once a block
has passed the hammer, it can for ever be taken up
at 1l the acre without further competition. The
Land Fund is kept separate fraom the ather revenue,
and a few permanent charges, such as that for the
aborigines, being paid out of it, the remainder is
divided into three portions, of which two are destined
for public works, and one for immigration,

There is a marvellous contrast to be drawn between
the success which has attended the Wakefield system
in South Australia and the total failure, in the
neighbouring colony of West Australia, of the old
system, under which, vast tracts of land being
alienated for small prices to the Crownm, there re-
mains no fund for introducing that abundant supply
of labour without which the land is useless.

Adelaide is so distant from Europe that no im-
migrants come of themselves, and, in the assisted
importation of both men and women, the relative
proportions of English, S¢otch, and Irish that exist
at home are carefully preserved, by which simple
precaution the colony is saved from an organic
change of type, such as that which threatens all
America, although it would, of course, be idle to
deny that the restriction is aimed against the Irish.

The greatest difficulty of young countries lies in
the want of women: not only % this a bar to the
natural increase of population; it is a defigiency
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preventive of permanency, destructive of religion :
where woman is not there can be no home, no
country. |

How to obtain a supply of marriageable girls is a
question which Canada, Tasmania, South Australia,
and New South Wales, have each in their turn at-
tempted to solve by the artificial introduction of Irish
workhouse girls. The difficulty apparently got rid of,
we begin to find that it is not so much as fairly
seen ; we have yet to look it “squarely” in the face.
The point of the matter is that we should find not
girls, but honest girls,—not women merely, but
women fit to bear families in a free State.

One of the colonial superintendents, writing of a
lately-received batch of Irish workhouse girls, has
sald that, if these are the ‘“well-conducted girls, he
should be curious to see a few of the evil-disposed.”
While in South Australia, I read the details of the
landing of a similar party of women, from Limerick
workhouse, one Sunday afternoon at Point Levi, the
Lambeth of Quebec. Although supplied by the city
authorities with meat and drink, and ordered to
leave for Montreal at early morning, nothing could
be more abominable than their conduct in the
meanwhile. They sold baggage, bonnets, combs,
cloaks, and scarves, keeping on nothing but their
crinolines and senseless finery. With the pence they
thus collected they bought corn-whiskey, and in a few
hours were yelling, fighting, swearing, wallowing in
Dbeastly drunkenness®; and by the time the authorities
came down to pack them off by train, they were
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as fiends, mad with rum and whiskey. At five in
the morning, they reached the Catholic Home at
Montreal, where the pious nuns were shocked and
horrified at their grossness of conduct and lewd
speech ; nothing should force them, they declared,
ever again to take into their peaceable asylum the
Irish workhouse girls. This was no exceptional case:
the reports from South Australia, from Tasmania,
can show as bad ; and in Canada such conduct on
the part of the freshly-landed girls is common. A
Tasmanian magistrate has stated in evidence before
a Parliamentary Committee that once when his wife
was in ill health he went to one of the immigration
offices, and applied for a decent woman to attend on
a sick lady. The woman was sent down, and found
next day in her room lying on the bed in a state
best pictured in her own words: “Here I am with
my yard of clay, blowing a cloud, you say.”

It is evident that a batch of thoroughly bad girls
cost a colony from first to laht, in the way of prisons,
hospitals, and public morals, ten times as much as
would the free passages across the seas of an equal
number of worthy Irish women, free from the work-
house taint. Of one of these gangs which landed in
Quebec not many years ago, it has been asserted by
the immigration superintendents that the traces are
visible to this day, for wherever the women went,
“ gin, and shame, and death were in their track,” The
Irish unions have no desire in the matter beyond that
of getting rid of their most abandoned girls; their
interests and those of the colonies they supply arée
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diametrically opposed. No inspection, no agreements,
no supervision can be effective in the face of facts like
these. The class that the unions can afford to send,
Canada and Tasmania cannot afford to keep. Women
are sent out with babies in their arms; no one will
take them into service because the children are in the
way, and in a few weeks they fall chargeable on one of
the colonial benevolent societies, to be kept till the
children grow up or the mothers die. Even when the
girls are not so wholly vicious as to be useless in
service, they are utterly ignorant of everything they
ought to know. Of neither domestic nor farm-work
have they a grain of knowledge. Of thirteen who
were lately sent to an up-country town, but one knew
how to cook, or wash, or milk, or iron, while three of
them had agreed to refuse employment unless they
were engaged to serve together. The agents are at
their wits' ends ; either the girls are so mnotoriously
infamous in their ways of life that no one will hire
them, or else they are so extravagant in their new-
found “independence”’ that they on their side will not
be hired. Meanwhile the Irish authorities lay every
evil upon the long sea voyage. They say that they
select the best of girls, but that a few days at sea
suffice to demoralize them.

The colonies could not do better than combine for
the establishment of a new and more efficient emigra-
tion agency in Ireland. To avoid the evil, by as far
a8 possible refusing to meet it face to face, South
Australia has put restrictions on her Irish immi-
gration ; for there as in America it is found that the
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Scotch and Germans are the best of immigrants.
The Scotch are not more successful in Adelaide than
everywhere in the known world. Half the most
prominent among the statesmen of the Canadian
Confederation, of Victoria, and of Queensland, are born
Scots, and all the great merchants of India are of the
same nation. -~ Whether it be that the Scotch emigrants
are for the most part men of better education than
those of other nations, of whose citizens only the
poorest and most ignorant are known to emigrate, or
whether the Scotchman owes his uniform success in
every climate to his perseverance or his shrewdness,
the fact remains, that wherever abroad you come
across a Scotchman, you invariably find him pros-
perous and respected.

The Scotch emigrant is a man who leaves Scotland
because he wishes to rise faster and higher than he
can at home, whereas the emigrant Irishman quits
Galway or County Cork. anly because there is no
longer food or shelter for him there. The Scotchman
crosses the seas in calculating contentment ; the Irish-
man in sorrow and despair.

At the Burra Burra -and Kapunda copper-mines
there is not much to see, so my last days in South
Australia were given to the political life of the colony,
which present one singular feature, For the elections
to the Council or Upper House, for which the franchise
is a freehold worth 50/, or a leasehold of 20l a year,
the whole country forms but a single district, and the
majority elect their men. In a.country where party
feeling runs high, such a system would evidently
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unite almost all the evils conceivable in a plan of
representation, but in a peaceful colony it undoubtedly
works well. Having absolute power in their hands,
the majority here, as in the selection of a governor
for an American state, use their position with great
prudence, and make choice of the best men that the
country can produce. The franchise for the Lower
House, for the elections to which the colony is “dis-
tricted,” is the simple one of six months’ residence,
which with the ballot works irreproachably.

The day that I left Adelaide was also that upon
which Captain Cadell, the opener of the Murray to
trade, sailed with his naval expedition to fix upon a
capital for the Northern territory; that coast of
tropical Australia which faces the Moluccas. As

overnor Gilpin had pressed me to stay, he pressed
me to go with him, making as an inducement a
promise to name after me either “ a city” or a head-
land. He said he should advise me to select the
- headland, because that would remain, whereas the city
probably would not. When I pleaded that he had
no authority to carry passengers, he offered to take me
as his surgeon. Hitherto the expeditions have disco-
wered nothing but natives, mangroves, alligators, and
sea-slugs ; and the whole of the money received from
capitalists at home, for 300,000 acres of land to be
surveyed and handed over to them in North Australia,
being now exhausted, the Government are seriously
thinking of reimbursing the, investors and giving up
the search for land. It would be as cheap to colonize
equatorial Africa from Adelaide, as tropical Australia.
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If the Northern territory is ever to be rendered habi-
table, it must be by Queensland that the work is done.

It is not certain that North Australia may not
be found to yield gold in plenty. In a little-known
manuscript of the seventeenth century, the north-west
of Australia is called “The land of gold;” and we
are told that the fishermen of Solor, driven on to this
land of gold by stress of weather, picked up in a few
hours their boat full of gold nuggets, and returned in
safety. They never dared repeat their voyage, on
account of their dread of the unknown seas; but
Manoel Godinho de Eredia was commissioned by the
Portuguese Lord Admiral of India to explore this gold
land, and enrich the Crown of Portugal by the capture
of the treasures it contained. It would be strange
enough if gold came to be discovered on the north-
west coast, in the spot from which the Portuguese
reported their discovery.

By dawn, after one of the most stifling of Austra-
lian nights, I left Port Adelaide for King George’s
Sound. A long narrow belt of a clear red-yellow
light lay glowing along the horizon to the east,
portending heat and dreught; elsewhere the skies
were of a deep blue-black. As we steamed past Kan-
garoo Island, and through Investigator Straits, the sun
shot up from the tawny plains, and the hot wind from
the northern desert, rising on a sudden after the
stillness of the night, whirled clouds of sand over
the surface of the bay. :
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CHAPTER XIII.
TRANSPORTATION.

ArTER five days’ steady steaming across the great
Australian bight, north of which lies the true “Terra
Australis incognita,” I reached King George’s Sound—
“Le Port du Roi Georges en Australie,” as I saw it
written on a letter in the gaol. At the shore end of
a great land-locked harbour, the little houses of bright
white stone that make up the town of Albany peep
out from among geranium-covered rocks. The climate,
unlike that of the greater portion of Australia, is damp
and tropical, and the dense scrub is a mass of flower-
ing bushes, with bright blue and scarlet blooms and
curiously-cut leaves.

The contrast between the scenery and the people
of West Australia is great indeed. The aboriginal
inhabitants of Albany were represented by a tribe of
filthy natives—tall, half-starved, their heads bedaubed
with red ochre, and their faces smeared with yellow
clay ; the “colonists” by a gang of fiend-faced con-
victs working in chains upon the esplanade, and a
group of scowling expirees hunting a mankey with
bull-dogs on the pier; while the native women, half
clothed in tattered kangaroo-skins, came slouching
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past with an aspect of defiant wretchedness. Work
is never done in West Australia unless under the com-
pulsion of the lash, for a similar degradation of labour
is produced by the use of convicts as by that of slaves.

Settled at an earlier date than was South Australia,
West Australia, then called Swan River, although one
of the oldest of the colonies, was so soon ruined by the
free gift to the first settlers of vast territories useless
without labour, that in 1849 she petitioned to be made
a penal settlement, and though at the instance of
Victoria transportation to the Australias has now all
but ceased, Freemantle Prison is still the most con-
siderable convict establishment we possess across the
seas.

At the time of my visit, there were 10,000 convicts
or emancipists within the ¢ colony,” of whom 1,500
were in prison, 1,500 in private service on tickets-of-
leave, while 1,500 had served out their time, and over
5,000 had been released upon conditional pardons.
600 of the convicts had arrived from England in .
1865. Out of a total population, free and convict, of
20,000, the offenders in the year had numbered nearly
3,500, or more than one-sixth of the people, counting
women and children.

If twenty years of convict labour seem to have
done but little for the settlement, they have at least
enabled us to draw the moral, that transportation and
free immigration cannot exist side by side: the one
element must overbear and destroy the other. In
Western Australia, the convicts and their keepers form
two-thirds of the whole population, and the district.is
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a great English prison, not a colony, and exports but
a little wool, a little sandal-wood, and a little cotton.

Western Australia is as unpopular with the convicts
as with free settlers: fifty or sixty convicts have suc-
cessfully escaped from the settlement within the last
few years. From twenty to thirty escapes take place
annually, but the men are usually recaptured within
a month or two, although sheltered by the people, the
vast majority of whom are ticket-of-lecave men or
ex-convicts. Absconders receive a hundred lashes and
one year in the chain-gang, yet from sixty to seventy
unsuccessful attempts are reported every year.

On the road between Albany and Hamilton I saw
a man at work in ponderous irons. The sun was
striking down on him in a way that none can fancy
who have no experience of Western Australia or
Bengal, and his labour was of the heaviest; now he
-had to prise up huge rocks with a crowbar, now to
handle pick and shovel, now to use the rammer, under
the eye of an armed warder, who idled in the shade
by the road-side. This was an ‘““escape-man,” thus
treated with a view to cause him to ccase his continual
endeavours to get away from Albany. No wonder
that the “chain-gang” system is a failure, and the
number both of attempts and actual escapes larger
under it than before the introduction of this tre-
mendous punishment.

Many of the “escapes” are made with no other
view than to obtain a momentary change of sccne.
On the last return trip of the ship in which I sailed
Trom Adelaide to King George’s Sound, a convict coal-
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man was found built up in the coal-heap on deck: he
and his mates at Albany had drawn lots to settle
which of them should be thus packed off by the help
of the others “for a change” Of ultimate escape
there could be no chance ; the coal on deck could not
fail to be exhausted within a day or two after leaving
port, and this they knew. When he emerged, black,
half-smothered, and nearly starved, from his hiding-
place, he allowed himself to be quietly ironed, and so
kept till the ship reached Adelaide, when he was given
up to the authorities, and sent back to Albany for
punishment. Acts of this class are common enough
to have received a name. The offenders are called
“ bolters for a change.”

A convict has been known, when marching in his
gang, suddenly to lift up his spade, and split the skull
of the man who walked in front of him, thus courting
a certain death for no reason but to escape from the
monotony of toil. Another has doubled his punish-
ment for fun by calling out to the magistrates:
“Gentlemen, pray remember that I am entitled to
an iron-gang, because this is the second time of my

absconding.”
One of the strangest things about the advance of

England is the many-sided character of the form of
early settlement: Central North America we plant
with Mormons, New Zealand with the runaways of
our whaling ships, Tasmania and portions of Australia
with our transported felons. Transportation has gone
through many phases since the system took its rise in
the exile to the colonies under Charles IL. of the moss-
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troopers of Northumberland. The plan of forcing the
exiles to labour as slaves on the plantations was
introduced in the reign of George II, and by an Act
then passed offenders were actually put up to auction,
and knocked down to men who undertook to transport
them, and make what they could of their labour. In
1786, an Order in Council named the eastern coast of
Australia and the adjacent islands as the spot to which
transportation beyond the seas should be directed, and
in 1787 the black bar was drawn indelibly across the
page of history which records the foundation of the
colony of New South Wales. From that time to the
present day the world has witnessed the portentous
sight of great countries in which the major portion
of the people, the whole of the handicraftsmen, are
convicted felons.

There being no free people whatever in the “ colonies”
when first formed, the Governors had no choice but to
appoint convicts to all the official situations. The
consequence was robbery and corruption. Recorded
sentences were altered by the convict-clerks, free
pardons and grants of land were sold for money. The
convict overseers forced their gangmen to labour not
for Government, but for themselves, securing secresy
by the unlimited supply of rum to the men, who in
turn bought native women with all that they could
spare. On the sheep-stations whole herds were stolen,
and those from neighbouring lands driven in to-show
on muster-days. Enormous fortunes were accumu-
lated by some of the.emancipists, by fraud and infamy
‘Tather than by prudence, we are told, and a vast
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number of convicts were soon at large in Sydney town
itself, without the knowledge of the police. As the
settlements waxed in years and size, the sons of convict
parents grew up in total ignorance, while such few
free settlers as arrived—‘the ancients,” as they were
styled, or “the ancient nobility of Botany Bay’—
were wholly dependent on convict tutors for the
education of their children—the “ cornstalks” and
“currency girls ;” and cock-fighting was the chief
amusement of both sexes. The newspapers were with-
out exception conducted by gentlemen convicts, or
““ gpecials,” as they were called, who were assigned to
the editors for that purpose, and the police-force itself
was composed of ticket-of-leave men and ‘ emanci-
pists.” Convicts were thus the only schoolmasters,
the only governesses, the only nurses, the only journal-
ists, and, as there were even convict clergymen and
convict university professors, the training of the youth
of the land was committed almost exclusively to the
felon’s care.

A petition sent home from Tasmania in 1848 is
simple and pathetic; it is from the parents and
guardians resident in Van Diemen’s Land. They set
forth that there are 13,000 children growing up in the
colony, that within six years alone 24,000 convicts
have been turned into the island, and of these but
4,000 women. The result is that their children are
brought up in the midst of profligacy and degradation.

The lowest depth of villany, if in such universal
infamy degrees can be conceived, Was to be met with
in the parties working in the “ chain-gangs” on the

VOL. IL K ‘
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roads. “ Assignees” too bad even for the whip of the
harshest, or the “ beef and beer” of the most lenient

“master, brutalised still further, if that were possible, by
association with those as vile as themselves, and fol-
lowed about the country by women too infamous even
for service in the houses of the up-country settlers, or
in the gin-palaces of the towns, worked in gangs upon
the roads by day, whenever promises of spirits or the
hope of tobacco could induce them to work at all, and
found a compensation for such unusual toil in nightly
quitting their camp, and traversing the country, rob-
bing and murdering those they met, and sacking every
homestead that lay in their track.

The clerk in charge of one of the great convict
barracks was himself a convict, and had an under-
standing with the men under his care that they might
prowl about at night and rob, on condition that they
should share their gains with him, and that, if they
were found out, he should himself prosecute them for
being absent without leave. Juries were composed
either of convicts, or of publicans dependent on the
convicts for their livelihood, and convictions were of
necessity extremely rare. < In a plain case of murder
the judge was known to say, “If I don’t attend to
the recommendation to mercy, these fellows will
never find a man guilty again ;” and jurymen would
frequently hand down notes to the counsel for the
defence, and bid him give himself no trouble, as they
intended to acquit their friend.

The lawyers wete mostly convicts, and perjury in
the courts was rife. It has been given in evidence
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before a Royal Commission by a magistrate of New
" South Wales, that a Sydney free immigrant once had
& tailor’s bill sent in which he did not owe, he having
“been but a few weeks in the colony. He instructed a
lawyer, and did not himself appear in court. He
afterwards heard that he had won his case, for the
tallor had sworn to the bill, but the immigrant’s
lawyer, “to save trouble,” had called a witness who
swore to having paid it, which settled the  case.
Sometimes there were not only convict witnesses and
convict jurors, but convict judges.

The assignment system was supposed to be a great
improvement upon the gaol, but its only certain result
was that convict master and convict man used to get
drunk together, while a night never passed without a
burglary in Sydney. Many of the convicts’ mistresses
went out from England as Government free emigrants,
taking with them funds subscribed by the thieves at
home and money obtained by the robberies for which
their “fancy men ” had been convicted, and on their
arrival at Sydney succeeded in getting their paramours
assigned to them as convict servants. Such was the
disparity of the sexes that the term “wife” was a
mockery, and the Female Emigration' Society and
the Government vied with each other in sending
out to Sydney the worst women in all London, to
reinforce the ranks of the convict girls of the
Paramatta factory. Even among the free settlers,
marriage soon became extremely rare. Convicts
were at the head of the colleges and benevolent
asylums ; the custom-house officials were all convicts ;

K 2
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one of the occupants of the office of Attorney-Gencral
took for his clerk a notorious convict, who was
actually re-committed to Bathurst after his appoint-
ment, .and yet allowed to return to Sydney and
resume his duties.

The most remarkable peculiarity of the assignment
system was its gross uncertainty. Some assigred
convicts spent their time working for high wages,
living and drinking with their masters; others were
mere slaves. Whether, however, he be in practice
well or ill treated, in the assignment or apprentice-
ship system the convict is, under whatever name, a
slave, subject to the caprice of a master who, though
he cannot himself flog his “servant,” can have him
flogged by writing a note or sending his compliments
to his neighbour the magistrate on the next run or
farm. The “whipping-houses” of Mississippi and
Alabama had their parallel in New South Wales;
a look or word would cause the hurrying of the
servant to the post or the forge as a preliminary
to a month in the chain-gang “on the roads.” On
the other hand, under the assignment system nothing
can prevent skilled convict workmen being paid and
pampered by their masters, whose interest it evidently
becomes to get out of them all the work possible,
by excessive indulgence, as intelligent labour cannot
be produced through the machinery of the whipping-
post, but may be through that of “ beef and beer.”

Whatever may have been .the true interest of the
free settlers, cruelty was in practice commoner than
indulgence. Fifty and a hundred lashes, months of
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solitary confinement, years of labour in chains on
the roads, were laid upon convicts for such petty
offences as brawling, drunkenness, and disobedience.
In 1835, among the 28,000 convicts then in New
South Wales, there were 22,000 summary convictions
for disorderly or dishonest conduct, and in a year
the average was 3,000 floggings, and above 100,000
lashes. In Tasmania, where the convicts then num-
bered 15,000, the summary convictions were 15,000
and the lashes 50,000 a year.

The criminal returns of Tasmania and New South
Wales contain the condemnation of the transportation
system. In the single year of 1834, one-seventh: of
the free population of Van Diemen’s Land were
summarily convicted of drunkenness. In that year,
in a population of 37,000, 15,000 were convicted
before the courts for various offences. Over a hundred
persons a year were at that time sentenced to death
in New South Wales alone. Less than a fourth of the
convicts served their time without incurring addi-
tional punishment from the police, but those who
thus escaped proved in after-life the worst of all, and
even Government officials were forced into admitting
that transportation demoralized far more persons than
it reformed. Hundreds of assigned convicts made
their escape to the back country, and became bush-
rangers ; many got down to the coast, and crossed
to the Pacific islands, whence they spread the infamies
of New South Wales throughout all Polynesia. A
Select Committee of the House of Commons reported,,
in words characteristic of our race, that these convicts
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.committed, in New Zealand and the Pacific, ¢ outrages
.at which humanity shudders,” and which were to
be deplored as being *injurious to our commercial
interests in that quarter of the globe.”

Transportation to New South Wales came to its
end none too soon: in fifty years 75,000 convicts
had been transported to that colony, and 30,000 to
the little island of Tasmania in twenty years.

Were there no other argument for the discon-
tinuance of transportation, it would be almost enough
to say that the life in the convict-ship itself makes
the reformation of transported criminals impossible.
Where many bad men are brought together, the
few not wholly corrupt who may be among them
have no opportunity for speech, and the grain of
good that may exist in every heart can have no
chance for life; if not inclination, pride at least
leads the “old hand” to put down all acts that are
not vile, all words that are mnot obscene. Those
who have sailed in convict company say that there
is something terrible in the fiendish delight that the
“old hands” take in watching the steady degrada-
tion of the “new chums” The hardened criminals
invariably meet the less vile with outrage, ridicule,
and contempt, and the better men soon succumb
to ruffians who have crime for their profession, and
for all their relaxation vice.

To describe the horrors of the convict-ships, we are
told, would be impossible. The imagination will
scarce suffice to call up dreams so hideous. Four
months of filthiness in a floating hell sink even ‘the
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least bad to the level of unteachable brutality.
Mutiny is unknown ; the convicts are their own
masters and the ship’s, but the shrewd callousness
of the old gaol-bird teaches all that there is nothing
to be gained even by momentary success. Rage and
violence are seldom seen, but there is a humour that
is worse than blows,—conversation that transcends
all crime in infamy.,

It will be long before the last traces of convict
disease disappear from Tasmania and New South
Wales ; the gold-find has done much to purify the air,
free selection may lead to a still more bright advance,
manufacturing may lend its help ; but years must go
by before Tasmania can be prosperous or Sydney
moral. Their history is not only valuable as a guide
to those who have to save West Australia, as General
Bourke and Mr. Wentworth saved New South Wales,
but as an example, not picked from ancient rolls, but
from the records of a system founded within the
memory of living man, and still existent, of what
transportation must necessarily be, and what it may
easily become. o

- The results of a dispassionate survey of the trans-
portation system in the abstact are far from satisfac-
tory. If deportation be considered as a punishment,
it would be hard to find a worse. Punishment should
be equable, reformatory, deterrent, cheap. Transporta-
tion is the most costly of all the punishments that are
known to us; it is subject to variations that cannot be
guarded against; it is severest to'the least guilty and
slightest to the most hardened ; it morally destroys
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those who have some good remaining in them; it
leaves the ruffianly malefactor worse if possible than
it finds him; and, while it is frightfully cruel and
vindictive in its character, 1t is useless as a deterrent
because its nature is unknown at home. Transporta-
tion to the English thief means exile, and nothing
more ; it is only after convietion, when far away
from his uncaught associates, that he comes to find it
worse than death. Instead of deterring, transportation
tempts to crime ; instead of reforming, it debases the
bad, and confirms in villany the already infamous.
To every bad man it gives the worst companions ; the
infamous are to be reformed by association with the
vile ; while its effects upon the colonies are described
in every petition of the settlers, and testified to by
the whole history of our plantations in the antipodes,
and by the present condition of West Australia. We
have come at last to transportation in its most limited
and restricted sense; the only remaining step is to be
quit of it altogether. |

. In conjunction with all punishment, we should
secure some means of separating the men one from
another as soon as the actual punishment is terminated :
to settle them on land, to settle them with wives
where possible, should be our object. The work which
really has in it something of reformation is that which
a man has to do, not in order that he may avoid
whipping, but that he may escape starvation ;vand it
is from this point of view ‘that transportation is
(defengible. - A man, however bad, will generally
become a wuseful ‘member of society and a not
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altogether neglectful father if allowed to settle upon
land away from his old companions; but morbid
tendencies of every kind are strengthened by close
association with others who are labouring under a like
infirmity : and where the former convicts are allowed
to hang together in towns, nothing is to be expected
better than that which is actually found—namely, a
state of society where wives speedily become as
villanous as their husbands, and where children are
hrought up to emulate their fathers’ crimes.

To keep the men separate from each other, after the
expiration of the sentence, we need to send the convicts
to a fairly populous country, whence arises this great
difficulty : if we send convicts to a populous colony,
we are met at once by a cry that we are forcing the
workmen of the colony into a one-sided competition ;
that we are offering an unbearable insult to the free
population ; that, in attempting to reform the felon,
by allowing him to be absorbed into the colonial
society, we are degrading and corrupting the whole
community on the chance of possible benefit to our
English villain. On the other hand, if we send our
convicts to an uninhabited land, such as New South
Wales and Tasmania were, such as West Australia is
now, we build up an artificial Pandemonium, whither
wé convey at the public cost the pick and cream of
the ruffians of the world, to form a community of
which each member must be sufficiently vile of himself
to corrupt a nation.

"If by care the difficulty of avhich I ha.ve spoken
can be avoided, transpoftation might be replaced by
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short sentences, solitary confinement, and low diet,
to be followed by forced exile, under regulations, to
some selected colony, such as the Ghauts of Eastern
Africa, opposite to Madagascar, or the highlands that
skirt the Zambesi River. Exile after punishment may
often be the only way of providing for convicts who
would otherwise be forced to return to their former
ways. The difficulties in the path of discharged con-
victs seeking employment are too terrible for them
not to accept joyfully a plan for emigration to a
country where they are unknown.

In Western Australia transportation has not been
made subservient to colonization, and both in conse-
quence have failed.

On going on board the Bombay at King George’s
Sound, I at once found myself in the East. The
captain’s crew of Malays, the native cooks in long
white gowns, the Bombay serangs in dark blue
turbans, red cummerbunds, and green or yellow
trousers ; the mnegro or Abyssinian stokers; the pas-
sengers in coats of China-grass; the Hindoo deck-
sweepers playing on their tomtoms in the intervals of
work ; the punkahs below; the Hindostanee names
for everything on deck; and, above all, the general
indolence of everybody, all told of a new world.

A conviet clerk superintended the coaling, which
took place before we left the harbour for Ceylon, and
I remarked that the dejection of his countenance
exceeded that of the felon-labourers who worked in
irons on the quay. There is a wide-spread belief in
England that unfair favour is shown to “ gentlemen
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convicts.” This is simply not the case ; every educated
prisoner is employed at in-door work, for which he is
suited, and not at road-making, in which he might be
useless ; but there are few cases in which he would not
wish to exchange a position full of hopeless degra-
dation for that of an out-door labourer, who passes
through his daily routine drudgery (far from the
prison) unknown, and perhaps in his fancy all but
free. The longing to change the mattock for the pen
is the result of envy, and confined to those who, if
listened to, would prove incapable of pursuing the
pen-driver’s occupation. -

Under a fair and freshening breeze, we left the
port of Albany, happy to escape from a gaol the size
of India, even those of us who had been forced to pass
only a few days in West Australia.
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CHAPTER XIV.

AUSTRALIA.

Pacive the deck with difficulty, as the ship tore
through the lava-covered seas, before a favouring
gale that caught us off Cape Lewin, some of us
discussed the prospects of the great Southland as
a whole.

In Australia, it is often said, we have a second
America in its infancy; but it may be doubted
whether we have not become so used to trace the
march of empire on a westward course, through
Persia and Assyria, Greece and Rome, then by Ger-
many to England and America, that we are too
readily prepared to accept the probability of its on-
ward course to the Pacific.

The progress of Australid has been singularly rapid.
In 1830, her population was under 40,000 ; in 1860,
it numbered 1,500,000 ; nevertheless, it is question-
able how far the progress will continue. The natural
conditions of America in Australia are exactly reversed.
All the best lands of Australia are on her coast, and
these are already taken up by settlers. Australia has
three-quarters the area of Europe, but it is doubtful
~whether” she’ will ever support a dense population
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throughout cven half her limits. The uses of the
northern territory have yet to be discovered, and the
interior of the continent is far from being tempting
to the settler. Upon the whole, it seems likely that
almost all the imperfectly-known regions of Australia
will in time be occupied by pastoral Crown tenants,
but that the area of agricultural operations is not likely
to admit of indefinite extension. The central district
of Australia, to the extent, perhaps, of half the entire
continent, lies too far north for winter rains, too far
south for tropical wet seasons, and in these vast
solitudes agriculture may be pronounced impossible,
sheep-farming difficult. There will be no difficulty
in retaining in tanks, or raising by means of wells,
sufficient water for sheep and cattle-stations, and the
wool, tallow, and even meat, will be carried by
those railways for which the country is admirably
fitted, while the construction of locks upon the
Murray and its tributaries will enable steamers to
carry the whole trade of the Riverina. So far, all
is well, but the arable lands of Awustralia are limited
by the rains, and apparently the limit is a sadly
narrow one.

Once in a while, a heavy winter rain falls in the
interior; grass springs up, the lagoons are filled,
the up-country squatters make their fortunes, and all
goes prosperously for a time. ' Accounts reach the
coast cities of the astonishing fertility of the interior,
and hundreds of settlers set off to the remotest
districts. Two or three years of-drought then follow,
and all the more enterprising squatters are soon ruined,
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with a gain, however, sometimes of a few thousand
square miles of country to civilization.

Hitherto the.Australians have not made so much
as they should have done of the country that is within
their reach. The want of railroads is incredible.
There are but some 400 miles of railway in all
Australia—far less than the amount possessed by the
single ‘infant state of Wisconsin. The sums spent
upon the Victorian lines have deterred the colonists
from completing their railway system. 10,000,000/.
sterling were spent upon 200 miles of road, through
easy country in which the land cost nothing. The
United States have made nearly 40,000 miles of
railroad for less than 300,000,000 sterling; Canada
made her 2,000 miles for 20,000,0001., or ten times as
much railroad as Victoria for only twice the money.
Cuba has already more miles of railroad than all
Australia.

Small as are the inhabited portions of Australia
when compared with the corresponding divisions of
the United States, this country nevertheless is huge
enough. The part of Queensland already peopled is
five times larger than the «United Kingdom. South
Australia and West Australia are each of them
nearly as large as British India, but of these colonies
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