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With kindest personal regards,
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84 AR

Oﬁice Memomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : U - Mr. Robert A, Lovett. DATE :

July 22, 1947
FROM : JK -« Edwin M, lhrtid./

o’
SUBJECT: Reference letter f‘né Langbourne M, Williams, Jr,

We have conferred with the War Department regarding the inquiry
from Mr, Williams of the Freeport Sulphur Company. The proposal set
forth by Mr, Williams does not involve the entry of "traders” into
Japan, as scheduled for August 15 and thereafter, Although applications
for traders to enter Japan should be made to the Office of International

Trade of the Department of Commerce, in our opinion it is unlikely that
the Department of Commerce would grant the application,

However any steps that can be taken within ouypolicy framework to
expand Japan's production and export of an important commodity like sulphur
deserves consideration, It is recommended that the company be invited n)
to send a representative to Washington to discuss their ideas with the |
War and State Department officials responsible for such projects. On the
basis of such a discussion, a decision could be made as to the desirability

of securing from SCAP a special entry permit into Japan for their
representativesl.

It may be observed that if they have in mind the purchase of sulphur
properties in Japan, the State Department at p esent considers the
economic situation in Japan to have such an unstable character as to
require a temporary moratorium on foreign investment,
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