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During the %War.

Personnel interrogated and backgrounda of eachs

-

Nishizawa, Nobusgige, Police Affairs Section, Polilce
Affairs Bu enu, Hore Affairs Ililnlistry.

where interviewed: Ilejil Building
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1+, Cerdr. L.H. Teirhton & Lt, Col. Bhoeraler,

Interrogater
Internpreter : 1'r. Bruce Rogers & !, I'itsuiori.

t114ad Officers Present: e Devid Truran.

This 18 a second interview with i'r. Nishizava,

onn 12 Nov.). lore details were secured on reactlons ol o
to roids and to the changes of attitudes of peopnle o2 Iticipating
ln lﬁLJ:\!.}.D )

i leadership in ARP and it
rell.. The Tost liportant

" &Y i 3 g
ros iade D ol Jifgn and

i oatline of the structure of
relﬁtlon hin to loeal orgenizations 1s §

nit scers to have been the K¢ Keibodan whi
bu leadaers. These norineted the leaaer -F their Keibodaon and he
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Was phpn reccocnized by the Goveranricnt, The Kelbedan 28 Q

e i s IR s

~LV111”n defense organization coordinctad with the wolilee el The
cfilsr 1T1re 11EHE Lvs.
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In the c¢orly days of the war, the peoplc resvonded TO
4RP noorly beenusz they aid not think there would be any rrids, or
hey thourht the raids -would be err 1Lght. Then 20 © shors Tird,

in late 1944 and carly 19453 the reids bee~vie 8o heovy thot peeple
qere overwhelricd and it did not sh,r worthwhile cdoing anythins.

LRP wns best in Naorova and poorest in Tokve ond Csokoe,

“hen the roids beeore bad, the pcople blarcd the rilit-ry
for letting the Anericson plaones get through. Such was the tall arong

intimates 2nd arong Covernrent workers who knew eczch other well

9
thourh there wes no publie talk of this charocter.

The vDollice charre of ruror contrel tended to Just let
tElfirs 8110,

t1though lcacders rnd people in the Governrent thouv-ht
for a long tire that Javan rifht leose the war, rost of tho necnle
6id not reslize it till fugust 1945,
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o = Lt., Col. Shocraker
I = Lt Coniir. Lodonton
R « Ilr. Bruvce Rogers

ii = Jir, gitsurmori

N - T, Nishizaw=a

Ihere have been o nuaber of rcorgonizations in Lir Rﬁid Defanse,
“hat were privary couses? Polltieal? Ldr Rnids? "'hat was the
cause?

aalinly changes were dus to alr rrids.

sy Arportont roorronizations before 19447
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iore there riony reorr-nizations in lsst 9 nonths of word

No ehanges in orgonization but there were chenges in procesures.
Wnat sort of chohgos in procudur.s?

Lo giannge In offledsl poliicy, Bt on nart of Deonle. Thoy

grnanged tholy o Deshiods. The giynsliny wag ghehged, for
xxaniple , Whon the alr Pald eores it was pot necossary to blow
iren Tor & labfre ¥fun. lhgtesd,. thoy plotted oolirse of

\
S
plancs neross A elty snd only glertad thet vortion of Ttho ‘eity.

TIOT wne official srtitude Towerd the tbnc;ncg Of tht Wople To
Py gway fron fires v

~ a8

SLOLE ThRN OO0 8Loy mnc fTivey Thevy
a8 & pencral prineiple tho Govermrot
for the last year, becginning with schoo!
before the raid, but after rzids begon
full forecec behind this, EBEv-cur~tcé chi
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But in cetual Feidy if pecnle ran gway, @1d the Governronk
objecet or approve? |

Firety when there wog on alr rold, peonle stuck $¢ thulr orons
The governrent helned aos fuch A% posSsilbic by orovicing Tocd
nngd tr“ﬂS; oPertlion Tor boobod out 3~lee, After © reid, the

/
- LY 1 i‘ g i F - ,j 1- l—ll-ll : ‘r. L'q‘ 1 =l ' IL r.
DOOpLE Te gnodUiressd DY Tha Fovart . nt wo o ot 1nte The

CPUDtr" Lagre WeE o lEy then @f,1011¢: | il A v Stﬂy on the J0D.

No hcl*dayg bepridtted. fRergPdine the netple furin
thore woe no lag that pecvls bad To gtay =nf Tiegkt Ehw L ATa,

By rodio 2nd newspnpers people wore enccurased te stay, but
not forccd, “owuvbrg ioeal froup oplinlon such as foenard gl
tended te koeon pecpele tl"‘i..J.G

& i |

Dia governr.ent chenge ncliey of tryving te have people stay
~nd save the factorics to one of 1Ltt1n“ certain focteories o
in ofder to save otherst ‘

In cas¢ cortain facterics were lost, they would rove tnchingry
cut anc save this. Score bullding would be abandconcd “nu g e
fﬁrht;rs would try to save certoin cother buillcdings (Go

offices, Prllice stoticns, Shrines) -that were particul urly
irportaent., Toward the lest, due tz inadequate equivrent, they

cid abandon certain arcas, but this wos due te cirecivmstonces
rather than pcelicey,
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Interrogation of Nishiznia, Nobus
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Policg Affairs Secticn cont'd

o .t _ -}:J- ’-—n o L= Lt - [oF ] - LE ) -

Lrowara the lzst, 2 _certain scetion of city weuld burn and reople
would be asked te leave, But the roclilory Tire "rht:rs WPU1d
try to save buildings thot were of lnpcruance . such as torplse

cr these that held rececrds or scheels.

"'ns 1t ncecessary to forec people OWEY s O €16 Tthey #o writhemt
being foreed?

m

the evacuaticn pelicy dealt with roving sged and children. :ifte
town was burning thce seeple orderced to stao Vs Would ftond Tteo try
~nc save thelr own places and own seceticns. Leocnl loncders
(Conard cord) Nculc ceclde during “ire whether leceal -rourp
woulc stay ond fight or run away b.ocausc pclice chief could nct

cover pll "PoRS.

%

hnt leoders®

Tenerd surdi leaders, Hanche leadcrs, Buchc lerders, Cho=-Kaicho
lcnders.

(Eonche - cronted since wor started

(Buchr = vndc un of 5 tonari £ | anu 15 op 20 han rake 118 cne
Bu) |

(Chekri was i:nde up of Bu - v-rvins in size)

(Keibodnn - severnient orenis apprinced Iron obove, 11 other
lencders noted ~bove are elceted by the loenl FrCcup. Lvery 4
or 5 ehokod hnve a Foibedon)

These ' en whe deeicded obeut whether o section would or would not
be abandoned - hew were they iven thot cutherity?

o law g vunuo tils. Tenari Curii Cho weuld clear his arca,
2 Fﬂ ch Jculd elear his area, cte., cn a corrmon sensc bosis

aecoraling to the fire.

Tere rerbers of Keibedon in orce outherity thon the cho
(1 :"Ch.I‘S)'?

The Eelbedan had a beard of governers fer ailr defense roede un
cf chokail che and one of theose weuld be the head of +he
Kcibodan by elcetion and then recornized by the cevernront.
Hon and bu leacders (che) weo ld also be on this board of
sovernors but nct tonari egurl leaders.

_.}

This 2pplics conly te Tokyo & Osaka =nd other bilg clties.

(] 3

ner: was never any order for th
t was enccurnscd,

=

4
The Keddeban wos a2 civilisn defensc cyronlizaticn coordinated
with pelice and ropulrr firs fifhtcrw

"Inc had greatest single acuthority tc dircet and reoke geclsicns,
at_tire of an ~ir raid -- ¥hat individual?

S . G v e v el .

The poverncr. He is head of eoir cdefense. (Boku)

Did he nctuslly ge and observe the fires? I rcon guringe an
actual 21r raid?

fes, he is resncnsidble « But there are any »ecple in hHg. and
raybe the gevernor went or he ni-ht send cne of these others.

Lees the ~overner zctually gec there and say, "Send the Fire
Dens rtlcnt herc or there"?

I don't know, I was not the
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That sbout in Tokyo?

In Tokyo, it wns the chief of the Laiye iletropeliton arce.

Is it ncrial for the Geovernor to ¢ 0 ~nd accorbany the Chief cf

e

Pclice ~nd dircect the “wurﬂtlwns°

The Pelice chief takes ordcers froern the Governcer rnd he gives
rrders to the Fire Chief.

In 1934 I saw 3 things in nobe. fas defense 4rill, hlock out
drill and on exhibition cn the 6th flror of tnu Dﬂl'E““u et
store shewing rinliature airplﬂnw anc bor. bs. viere pecple then
nlive to onc inturestcu in 2ir r~ic¢ cdefense

1 (_:'C‘Tl t ot 1‘bbro

When ¢id you first beeone aware of alr raic nroparanda in Japan?

Abheut the surrer of 1937. They bullt up the Keibodsn in 1937
~f tire of CHIRS #WAYa ”hg first ~ir roid drill wos in 1934
~bout once o yeor. I roverber it nowe Once a yeor 11l 1857
snd after thoat tiwlce 4 yeil.

Ys to 1930

cid they have any cquipront for ~ir defenses in heres
gy fapteploal

et in heuschelds. They had only block aloth for Blaersus
drill., They did net have bl aclkout cloth in thg fecteries., Dven
-t the cnd of the war country peoplce did not have blackcout cr
fire fishting equinrent.

hen did people actually becin to obtain water buckets, fire
besters, ete.y for their hores?

A venyr ofter war started with the Vet
ye

This nct so - they had it before.

Loy did people take it ~fter the cov't began te encourare these
steps in carnest - D1d they cbtair Log LQUlp”Qnt cr &ié they
think it was foclish?

Pecople dié nct toke it in carnest, they theoupht there wOUVLC DC
no such thing as an air raid.

Did Governrcnt ever threaten prosecution?
Ne there wos no »unishrent.
4da

ow dié they explan tc the peeple it wos nccessary:’

They instructced Jistrict dircetors toerll reetings ana Five
tnlks, =and they circulcted tho netlee bHO=rCrE.

Dic the pelilige insnoct honies?




srige, Police Aff2irs Section cont_c

N. They took this as a big joke. They locked out windcws =nd
thought it was very funny. Since, then, however, the CGov't.
and the pecple put forth more effort. Up to that time the
people had paid little attentlion to Adir Raid oreczusticns.

After that, the gov't. pushed it and real delense work
startzd from that time on.

. What of the period after that untili the raids sterted? Dilo
pcople stay alert all through this tirc frem 1642 to 1944°%

i 2 N. Since that tire, people little by little were rore and i.ore
enthusiastic about Air Raid Preceutlons The Gov'i. 1nsen-

sified 1its efferts. This was as the war went on.

5. Dié it vary from cne area to snother? 'Were scre ROre
snthusisstic than others where little wvas done unless police
coarle 2rcund and urged then?

N. It differed, naturally. The crders frem Cov't., TO diftferent
lens were all the sorme, but response veried. &t lower
cchelons, enthusiasn was proporticnal to leaders enthusiasn.

I,. “jhere wes it outstandingsly ceood or bad fror 1942 up to the tire
heavy r=ids started?

N. Beforce the roids we didn't bother to investizate. After the

raicds Aichi Ken, the Nageoya arca was nost alert, but as
‘ ~ther arcas suffered they becere alert toc. The worst were
% Tokyo and Osaka,

2

. Can youdescribe what yocusaw and hcw 1n coneral people behaved
during actuval ralds here in Tokyo?

N. The condition was so terrible I cculd nct well describe 1t.
Lfter a raid I was suppesed te investigate but 1 Aldn't g0
because I did not like tc see the terrible sights.

S. “ere there any panics?

=
®

'y horic was raiced 13 Lpril 1945, When 1%t gtartet, people

left, nect cdiscrderly at first, but ss the Tire crew in intensity
they began to flee. 1 stayed until the very last and Thoe area
was burned. I end the Keibodsn chief, the fire chief, and the
Police chief rcde on last car out cf ares.

S. ‘iere streets cloz c¢d with people carrying out theilr hcusehold
FO00S 7

P

N. Befcre the roid, the governrent hed warned pecple to send
out rost of their things into country. This they dic, but
also they put their things inte dug-ocuts and wet the esrth,
To carry their things out during a roid they fcund hinderec
g their roverent too iuch and goods burned as thoy carried thei.

S. TWere there any criticisms of the conduct of the people,
police, or fire fighters?

N, There didn't seen to be anything in the pzpers.

S. Anong the people?

)
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Interrcgation of Nishizaua,

N, hev bl-med the army. The people blamed the rilitary es
scnarate from sovernrent., They blamed thnen for laet ine the
planes corme, The governrent also blamed the arny for not
tellin:, then that the raids wculd be cerent.

S. "hat forn did this criticisnm take?

N. Nothing in the newspepers or radio., The criticlsers cic nov
talk in a2 "big vcice" - but in public batsh or over a cup of

v tea. However up to Ausust even so the people were talking

slvays of victor—, victery, victuory.

A Ly “Yhat else?

N, I arr a civil servent, and I coulé not hear it officlelly, but
ny own theughts and those of others in cevernrent were that
this criticisrt was about rizht.

S., Dié peace provocation neasures increcnse?

Ne Ko,

R. "hat about rumor control?

N. Police deeided thet there was not ruch we could ¢e ana lat 1%
811D

S. The Kempei night heve taken sone measures., “hen ¢ic you and
the people you knew begin to think the war tilght be loseY

: N. Frorn beginning I thoucht there was not ruch chance, but 1
becarme sure abeut the tirme of Leyte,

S. ags this reneralf

N. The leacers, people in governwent, theught 1t abeut the tine
I did, but the corron pcople, no.

N
-
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S, 'hen did the comrion people realize 1t

Ne ALbhout Auzust thils veer,

&/




Chart of Civilian Defense and
Tonari Gumi Organization
14 Nov 1945

[ The Government !
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Primary Chain of - Secondary Chain of
Command ~ | Police Chief Command
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[Fire Dent i ! City Office] |Rural Associationl
. | Police Dept}] __ "L“-m”w.
- .. Allied |
. Community |

Assouiation | ,
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All below this
line participate
on voluntary bhasis.

. Community
X : Association
Keibodan | —

‘ Bucho |
[ Hancho |

I

l Tonari Gumi = Ten Households '




