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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
c/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATICN NO, (USSBS NO, 61) Place: Tokyo |
NAV NO. 11 Date: 18 October 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.
Subject: Japanese Naval Escort of Shipping and Shipping Losses.,

Personnel interrogated.ané backegrcund of each:

Captain OI, Atsushi, IJN, is & permenert officer of the Japanese Navy
who has hac stuff collere training. He servec &s a staf® Officer of
the Combined Escort Flect from its orgarization ir November 1943 until

the war'!s end.
ihere intervieved: MEIJI Building, Room 748.
Interrcgator: Captain Sieadman Teller, USN.

Interpreter: Lt.(jg) J. B. Wiley, USHE.

Allied Officers Present: None.

SUMMARY

Control of Japencse shipping ves divided umong the Army, Navy and the
Brensportation and Maintenance Repertments. Organized Navsal control of escort
ané routing was just under token seriouly with th e ercvcticn of the incepencs
ent Combined Escort Flect in November 1943, folloving serious losses to subma-
ines and aireraft in the BISMARK ISLANDS end approaches there to. The Combined
Escort Fleet was placed under thecommand of the Combined Fleet in August 1944
vhen U.S. submerines and air attr.cks threaterne? to completely disrupt Japanese
shipping in the SOUTH ond FAST CHINA SEAS. This recganizetion hcwever dié little
to inprove the situction vhich continued to detericrate steadily.

During the past years of the var, submerine attzcks causecd most of the losses,
In 144 carrier aircraft raids on shtipping concehtrations teok he:cvy tell, pare
ticulcrity ir tamkers. Air and euwbmorine attacks in thHe SOUTH and EAST CHIN
SEAS during early 1945 fcrced ot. néonnent of conveys betiveen the EMPIRE and
Southvest Area in February aond the complete stopping of shipping on this rcoute
in March. Mining ccused scrme losses &t BALIKPAPEN, SOERAEAJA, SINGAPORE end
SAIGON, Mining by B=29's closec SHIMONOSKI STRAIT for two weeks ir lay 1945,
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TRANSCRIFT

Q. "ho was responsible for directing the rcuting of Japanese merchant shipping
between the homeland and the Southern Pacific?

A, I think no definite person was rcsponsikle for shipping. The Navy, the Arny,
and the Transportation end Comrmunication Department were each responsitle; and
since the Munitions Department was initiated it alsc hes had a strong voice in
the matter., These, together in conference vhen necessary, deciced how to arw
range the shipping, Our hezdquarters, the Combined Escort Fleet, were solely
responsible for protcction. Under the supervisicn of the Transportation De=

partment there is an organization-half -civil, half governmental=-celled the
Shipping Contrel Board.

Qe Did the Shipping Contrcl Board exist throughcut the entire war?
A. I don't think so; I think from some time since 1S42 or 1943,

Q. The Shipring Ccntrcl Board end the verious other agencies vhich you mentioned
decidec where the ships vere to be used, is that correct?

LAe Yes, I think so,

Q. After they had decide¢ vhere the ships vere to be employecd vho gave the sail-
ing orders frcm port to port?

As In the case of Arny shipring hich was principal’y transport or transport
" carge the local Army headquerters gave the sailine orders., There vas an Army
headquarters for shipring =t UJIVi and several sub=headquarters ir var cus oute
lying areas,

Q. In the case of shipping ccntrclled by the Mevy, ~ho gave the sailing orders to
individusl ships or groups of ships?

A. Ve have in the Navy Department o Burccu called Navael Transportation Headquarters,
t.hich issucs shirpin: orders for all Naval suprly shipring except ships of the
fleet trein and nuval avxilicries vhich are under contrel cf the Combiner Fleet.

Q. Did the Combinec Fle t have sub~hecdquarters at varicus impertant ports?

A. In the Scuth Sea Area shipning sub-hezdquarters vere lcocated under the varicus
srec fle-t headquarters. The Ccmbincd Fleet ordered shirping thr-ugh these
headquarters only for flecet operationsl purposes. The Navy Deporiment Trense
rortation Office exercised ccntrol over tle shipring sub-headquarters fcr normel
shipring. Fcr the most pert t is vas dene directly, but it as alsc dene
through the area flect headquurters.

Q. 7hen did the Combincd Esccrt Fleot cease te be independent and beceme subor-
dincte tc the Combincd Fleet,

A, It was the third of ..ugust 1944,
Q. Tihy was that change nade?

L. Because your sattocl was retting so severe that the entire area cven in gouth or
Eastern China Seas weas dangerous. “'ithcut ascistince <f the Ccombined Fleet we
could not protect sez lenes any more,

Q. Prior tc August 3, 1944 vhet rcsources in escert vessels ¢icd the Combined Escort
Fleet have?

A. The Combincd Escort Flect hecd under its command ot Naval Rases «nd sub-Noval
Bases in JAPAN a« certcin number of oléd destrcyers, c¢ldé PT beats, anc sub-
chagers fcr use as escorts. The First Escort Fle.t hod o certoir prumber f cld
cestroycers «nd seu defense vessels,
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L1so under the command of th: Combined Esccrt Fleet there vere a number of
aireraft which were based at T.TEYAMA, OKIVAWA, TAKAO, MANILL ancd for a time

at SLIGON (The aircraft were lar~ely medium bombers engaged 1ir anti-submarine
patrols).

After 3 August 1944 what additions were mace tc the force avecilable fer escort-
ing ships?

The area of resyonsibility of the First Escort Fleet har been the arec frem
JAPAN to SINGAPORE, includine the PHILIPTINES and CHIN.. Coast. Prior to be-
ing placed under the Combined Flect, the Combincc Escort Fleet cocper:ted
with the arez ané expeditionary fleets in thc Scut Seas for escort work, but
this cocperation took plzace only on the highest echelon, betveen the ¢ombined
Escort Fle-t he.dquarters and the Ccmbined Fleet he:cdquarters. Each office
was sble to issue crders only tc fleets specifically under their commond,
iAfter the third of August 1944 the Combined Esccrt Fleet issuvec orders Cirect-
ly to the crca and expeditioncry fleets in the South Seas ae vell s to the
First Escort Fleet, in mctters of cenvoy escorting.

ilere the ves: els of the expeciticrary fleets orc area fleets cssigncd per-
menently to escert duty (r vere different ships used from time to time.

Ve

After August 1944, escort vescels belonging to the crea and expediticrarey
flects were procticully always used on crders from the First Escort Flent,
Hov.ever they remained zttached to units to vhich ther hed been previcusly
att. chec anc .ere serviced ancé supplied by those sume units. The reason for
their avoilcbility to the First Escort Flect wus largely that other than es-
cort there ves no recl need for them at all.

. In the zrec of "estern NE™ GUIVNE. anc ‘he CELFEES .recs betieen March 1¢44

anc October 1944 whit w.e the most =ffective UNITED STLTES form of attazck
aguinst shipring?

I think submarines were the vorst. .Anyway up tc the end of last year (1944)
subs were the mest terrible attack force; after that time the cir force was.
Hot ever, the task force air rzicds on TRUR in February end P.LAU at the end of
March 1S4/ Aid terriblce cdomage,

fhat effect ¢ic the Carrier Task Ferce raid or TRUK on Februery 15, 1944
heve on merchant shipring?

it thot time we lost severcl big tankers - scme of them cver 20,000 tens.
Merchent ship losses at 1RUK and in the JOUIHCHIN. OEn during February 1944
were the greatest losses for ury month cf the weor, en® the loss in the 1RUK
reic ameunted to ar croximately half cf the tctal for the menth.

"het effect .n shipring dic the cerrier rcicds on PLLAU at the end of March
1944 have?

This time clso tonkers were chief victims. Yot sc meny were lest as et
TRUK, but it was most vitel camage. Sc far os movement or oreraticn cf the
Cembined Fleet was cconcernec, the loss of tunkers in thesc twe rcids was
very seriocus., It elso influenced the trersportation of oil frem the
NETHERLANDS E..cT INDIES to the EMPIRE.

Ther was the Combined Escort Fleet created?

The Cembinec Escort Fleet wes criginally crganized on the 15th cf Ncvember
1943 beesuse of the very heovy losses which cecurred to shipping in the
gener:1 crec of the BISM.RKS vhere escort had net been acdequate or vwell or-
ganized;

Thet esused these losscs?  Submarires, air or surface sction?
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These losces were larpely due tc submurines. Of ccurse I can't remenber e€X-
actly. I think also air force attacks vere mcst terrible,

In the area of the M.LUCCAS and CELEBES in the summer cf 1944, were night air

attacks cgainst shijping trcublescme? If so, what effect cic they have on
shipping anc escort?

Of course they were troublescme, but we dic not have sc much shirping there.,
We very quickly cboncdened that area. ‘e transported many trocps frem MLNILA
to HALMAHERA passing scuth of MIMDLN.LO, enc lost many ships in the CELEBES
SEA, Subnarines were most danger.us,

Lfter Lupust 1944 did you hove er:ugh esecrt stippine to move ycur vessels as
fost as you wonted to?

The supprly cf the escort vessels aveilatle tc the Cemhined Escert Fleet after
3 Lugust 1944 was less than pricor to thet ccte. The chorse in orgenization

~t thot time was initicted by the Cembined Fleet anc the Combined Escort Fleet
Cid not think ot tret time that frem their peint of view 1t wes 2 g od chonge.
It neant that their vessels cculd be used br the Cembinec Flect fer cffensive
end cefensive ciyeraticns, We had insufficient furce of escerts thrcvghcut the
wer and the organizati-nal chenee of 3 August 1944 Ai7 nct inrrcove the situa-
ticn. Furthermore, during the cerrier attacks on FORMOS.. in Octcber 1944,
~dreraft suiteble for sccuting and anti-submarine patrol were procticclly
eliminsted. Pri.r to the crganizatiinal chonre in Lugust 1944, these circraft
for anti-submarince patrcl were for the exelusive use of Comhined Esccrt Fleet
and cculd not be used in offensive operctions by the Combinec Flect.

then did the cirer-ft .ttacks cceinst your shirring irn the SOUTH CHIM.. SE..
first bececme very sericus?

s T recal:. the first time veas the ctteck on Jenuary 12, 1945 off EMERLNH BLY,
Thot form of air attack was considered most dengercus tc shipping?

I thirk the Carrier Air Foree attock was mest dangerous; torpedc attock was
mest vital, next dive bumbing wnd strafing ves most dengercus. But sincle
plonc sttacks cpainst cur crti-submerine rlcnes hod o very sericsu cffect
beceause ve depended very much on those onti-submerine planes and those planes
were .shot down and grpodually diminished in strength.

In the SOUTH CHIV. SE., carrier uttacks cccurrec cnly in Joanuery 1945. These
carrier ottccks vere made on SLIGON, HONGKONG, and TOURLNE., Do you knev how
many shirs were leost to those carrier attacks?

I am nct certein but I think mcre thah ten tankers vere lest at TOUER..NE and
S..IGON ~n the same deay, and atcut five or six taonkers uere lost in HOVGKONG

o few Cays later. The first cay 1in HONGKONG~ there wasn't very sericus domage
but on the second doy all shipping (postly tankers) was ennihilcted.

Then air attacks along the CHIV. CO.ST drcve the shipping tc thechennels inside
of the small islands,did that inereasc lcsses due to grcunding cr have other
serious effect ci shirring?

There was nct very much increase in losses due tr accident, but ve were more
easily ceught by submarines and cirplanes. ALt that time in March 1945 we
thought pessing through CHINA SEA extremely “ifficult, snd cr the 15th of March
sbandcned 211 ship ing betiecn the EMPIRE and Scuthtest Arecs. Lbout the encd
of February 1945 =ttecks by sin lc plenes con shir ing in the SOUTH CHIN. Sk
beceme very effeetive in addition to submerine attacks, because ve had decidec
t. cbandon the use of conveys cfter your firee come to LIFGLYEN ancd ships were
sailing singly.

Lre ycu cequainted vith the demape dene tc merchent shipping by carrier rcids
in the MiNILAL arca in September 19447
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If I remember ccrrectly we hac ancherapges in CORON BAY and all clcrig the west
coast of the PHILIPPINE ISLaANDS for instancey, cff SLMTLA CRUZ and cther places
on the west coast of LUZON, e thousht at first that CCRON BiY was safe from
ycur carrier attacks, If we tock the ccnveys far intc sea we were attocked by
submarines s~ we tock ships int: COROI! B.Y believing it was safe. But your
fcrce reached there and I think we received great damage,

was there a major pcrticn cf your ship ing in the FHILIPFIVES ot that time?

Those ships were mogtly used fcr su plyins and reinfercements cof Lrmy garriscns,
Our ccrnvcys usually tock the ccast rcute, Befcere the carrier roids on MLNILY
in September 1944 we consicdered the route FO:10S., LUZON, PAL. LN, "'EST BORNEO,
SING:LPORE was scfest beecause we cculc preteet shipping with ecireraft stationed
at points alcongs this rcute., Therefore we had scme tankers and ships lozded
with DLUXITE in MANILA BLY. Ve lost those precious ships as well as lrmy
transports in those carrier raids,

Of the tankers which were repaired in SIVNGAPORE and gent north tc the EMPIRE
in carly 1945,how meny were lost on the way?

We lost about 15 percernt in February 1945, and beginning of March we 1lcst 30
percent,

Was that the last group of tankers to go ncrth in M:RCHZ
Yes.

During th: war, vhat changes in the armament cf escort vessels and merchant
ships were made to improve their defense?

The most important change was the fell of 1944 when the hest Army transperts
ships were equipped with radar, 4Lt the end ¢f January 1945, 25 mm machine puns
were dra'n from every pcssible plocce ¢n shere an” even off merchent ships tc
increcse the crmament cof tankers runnins from SIVGAFORE t. the hemeland, The
rlen te increase the armamert of merchont ships hacd been in existence frem

the beginning of the war, but precucticn wes not sufficient to moke it pessible
tc carry out the plan. Esccort veéssels were equippec with radar es much as pos-
sitle bepinning about September 1944. Previcus t. thot conly e few esccrt ships
had radar and radar producticr was mostly for ccombatant ships,

Did the racdar installaticn include rececivine equirment for cur radar signals?
Racer intercept receivers were cn ri'st escort vessels by abecut hLpril 1944,

but this was not very effective because therc was nc wey of lceatinz in bearing
and distance, This vas principelly a worning device. Due tc¢ rapid imprevernent
ar¢ rese.rch, there vas sufficient reder for mest escort vessels by December

1944,

What Aicd yru consider the most effcective veapon agrinst the submerine; circraft
cr escort vessel?

Planes equipped with radar; espieclly those equipred with LD,
How many Lmerican submarines cicd you estimate were sunk?
It was very cifficult to determine, but the Navy's estimate was 15 per menth,

Were your communications adequate for ccnducting the business of escert and
routing ancd protecticn of shirs? If not adequ-te, in what way?

Communications caused a great decl -f troutle. There was great delay cue to

lack of facilities on mcst merchant ships, inacdequatc facilities cn esccrt
vessels, and no direet communicaticns betreen naval beses and escort vessels.
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Ccmmunicaticn amene headquarters and commands were alsc frequenttly delayed,
This wes consciered a week point.

Q. Before the B=-29's drcrped the mines in J.PiN waters in the beginning of April
1945, dic the mines we laid in BORNEO, PHILIFFPINES and CHINA Cocst affect
merchant ship planning?

As I think ve hadn't been affected very much in the SOUTH CHINA SE.. Te
sufferec very much at BALIIPAPAN and we abandcned the route frem BALALIKFAPAN
Q. Because of mines cnly?

A, It was abandcned caicfly because cof mines, but alsoc because of rlanes attack-
ing frcm MOROTAI,

. "hen was this?
Ao It was about December 1944.

Qe Do you krew how meny ships were lost by mincs at BALIKPAPAN? Tere the. losses
S¢ great you were forced te sbandun the port?

L. We didn't abandon the port just because cf mines, because BALIKPAPLN was very
inportant to us. In Decenmter 1944, howvever, cduec tc the combined effect cf
mincs, subs and air atteck, BLLIKPAPLN wasofficially aiandcned,

. Yere any losses sufferec ct SOFL.LB.Ji?

A. Yes,

Q. Do you kncw how much?

e I can't remember the numb r <fvessels lost, Anywey cur transportaticn from
SORRLBLJL was suspended for a lon~ time., e would swveep the channel and
cne or two ships could cet cut cr go in and then your ferces would mine it

again., Finally I think crly very few small shirs cculd use this port.

e iere the mcyor losses suffered frem mines in the S-uth Ares =t SOER..B/.JA and
BLLIKPLP, N

L, Major los:es suffered in the Scuthern Apes vwere at SOER:BaJdh, S.IGON, and
SINGLPORE and along the ecast ecast of MLLiY.,

;e After the mining cempeig
that it was necessary to
they would be lost?

n was uncer way in JAF.N did cenditicns set s¢ bad

pass shirs thru the minefields knowine full vell
Ae Yes. We tock this chonce, especizlly in SHIMONCSEKI STRALIT.

Q. Do you knew vhether or no t the minin: in the INLAFD SEA affected the movement
¢f the Y.NMATO when it rcinforced operations ct OKINA L2

£, It dicdn't affect it very much,
Q. How long was SHIMONOSEKI STRAIT closed?

#. SHIMONOSEKI STR&LIT vwes clesed fer a pericd cf twe wecks in the middle of May
enc only wooden vessels leoss than 100 tons vere cbhle t- pess throucgh,

Q. Dic you fear the pessibility of demase to the tunnel by mines?

A, Yeg, ve fearccd that very much. It vas not aciuelly demeged, but we vere afraid,
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